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Hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons (c.) marches with peace activists through the streets of South Jamaica to take a stand against recent gun violence and wear the 
bright orange shirts of The Peacekeepers Global Initiative, a group founded by Capt. Dennis Muhammad (second from r.). See related story on Page 5. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 16

BY JOE ANUTA

Faced with a bullet-ridden 
summer of violence, the Queens 
district attorney, the NYPD and 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-

Jamaica) held a gun buyback last 
week in Rochdale that netted 509 
weapons, including an AK-47, au-
thorities said.

The site of the buyback, at the 
New Jerusalem Baptist Church, 

at 122-05 Smith St., is the same 
spot where more than 1,000 peo-
ple attended the funeral of Darryl 
Adams, an 18-year-old who was 
murdered March 2 near the South 
Jamaica Houses.

“Getting guns off the street 
and reducing crime has always 
been and remains a top priority 
of my office,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said in a 

A plane prepares to land at LaGuardia Airport 
during a storm.

BY PHIL CORSO

A change in route for 
some passengers taking 
off from LaGuardia Air-
port has become a noisy 
nuisance for residents in 
northeast Queens, and area 
lawmakers said they were 

trying to see what all the 
commotion was about. 

According to a Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion official, the agency is 
evaluating  the departure 
path of the Flushing climb, 
which goes north out of La-
Guardia Airport, turning 

towards the northeast part 
of the borough.

Lawmakers, includ-
ing City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), have re-
ceived several phone calls 
within the last week from 
residents in Whitestone, 

LGA noise irks NE Queens
BY JOE ANUTA

There were many kind words directed at 
the late City Councilman Thomas White Jr. 
during a street renaming ceremony in South 
Jamaica Saturday, but two of the speakers sent 
a much more powerful message as living exam-

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16

Street renaming honors 
S. Jamaica councilman 

BY REBECCA HENELY

Jackson Heights Justice 
Thomas Raffaele slammed 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown’s decision not to pur-
sue criminal charges against an 
officer who Raffaele contends as-
saulted him in a pedestrian plaza 
in Jackson Heights last month.

“It’s become a tremendous 
process of lying here, and that 
shouldn’t be sustained by the 
police or the district attorney,” 
Raffaele, 69, said in an interview 
Thursday.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced his 
office would not continue look-
ing into the case in a statement 
Wednesday.

“The people would have the 
burden of proving beyond a rea-
sonable doubt that the police of-
ficer intentionally and unjustifi-
ably struck Justice Raffaele and 
that the judge sustained physical 
injury,” Brown said. “Based on 
our investigation, we are unable 
to sustain that burden.”

Brown said the district attor-
ney’s office had referred the mat-
ter to the Police Department and 
the Civilian Complaint Review 
Board to see if any violation of 

Continued on Page 16

Gun buyback nets 509 weapons 

No questions asked event held in Rochdale to rid streets of dangerous fi rearms

Queens judge 
angry at DA
over cop case
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Spending hundreds 

of dollars per year fixing 
pipes and cleaning his 
basement is not something 
Shah Ahmed wants to keep 
doing, so the Jamaica resi-
dent contacted state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) to 
help him get to the root of 
the problem.

Avella joined Ahmed 
and Community Board 13 
District Manager Lawrence 
McClean in asking the city 
Parks Department to take 
responsibility for city tree 
roots penetrating sewer 
lines, causing damage and 
financial hardship.

“How does the Parks 
Department expect mid-
dle-class homeowners to 
engage in the expensive 
and complicated process 
of preventive work to pro-
tect their pipes against the 
infiltration of city roots?” 
asked Avella, who said he 

has received dozens of com-
plaints from residents con-
cerning tree roots invading 
pipes and causing sewage 
backup.

A Parks spokesman 
said strong pipes cannot be 
infiltrated by tree roots, so 
the best course of action is 
for the homeowner to have 
the sewer line repaired 
properly.

“Tree roots cannot 
damage sound pipes, but 
sometimes grow into a sew-
er line if there is already 
a leak because they follow 
water availability,” said the 
spokesman. “Therefore, 
the best way to prevent this 
from occurring is for the 
homeowner to have his or 
her sewer line repaired.”

But Avella contends 
that residents should not 
have to shoulder the ex-
pense of paying for new 
sewer lines when a city-
owned tree caused the dam-
age.

“Homeowners cannot 
protect their pipes against 
the infiltration of city roots 
until the line is clogged, at 
which point it is already 
too late to engage in preven-
tive work,” said Avella. “It 
is extremely unreasonable 
to make homeowners bear 
the entire cost of replacing 

their sewer pipe if the pri-
mary cause of pipe block-
age was induced by a city-
owned tree.”

Ahmed, who has lived 
in the house since 2000, 
said he is constantly forced 
to clean up the overflow of 
dirty water in his basement 
— an extremely costly nui-

sance. He said he spends 
more than $200 per year to 
hire plumbers to clean roots 
from the house’s pipes.

“The tree roots pene-
trated my garden and even-
tually my sewer,” he said. 
“My plumber cleaned the 
sewer and showed me the 
roots that were in the pipe. 
This led to a sewer backup 
in my basement, creating 
a foul odor and a health 
hazard. I complained to the 
Parks Department many 
times, but nothing hap-
pened.”

McClean, district man-
ager of CB 13, said Parks 
contends they are not re-
sponsible when tree roots 
compromise a household’s 
pipes..

“The city says that 
these occurrences are ‘acts 
of God,’” he said. “But God 
didn’t plant those trees 
there, the Parks Depart-
ment did. If the city is 
responsible for maintain-

ing these trees, then they 
should be responsible for 
any damage done by the 
tree.”

Not everyone in atten-
dance was happy about the 
prospect of disturbing the 
large tree that sits in front 
of Ahmed’s house on 180th 
Street. A little girl walked 
up to Avella and asked, 
“If you cut the tree down, 
where will the birds and 
squirrels live?”

Avella assured the 
young girl that the tree will 
remain, but its roots need 
to be clipped.

“Everyone loves trees,” 
he said. “We just want them 
to be planted and main-
tained responsibly.”

An arborist contacted 
on the website arboristsite.
com said clipping roots 
would not kill a tree if a 
low percentage of the root 
is taken with a clean cut 
made in late summer.

Shah Ahmed (c.) asks for help with tree roots from state Sen. 
Tony Avella and Community Board 13 District Manager Lawrence 
McClean. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY JOE ANUTA

The development of a 
prime piece of waterfront 
property in Whitestone set 
to house 52 homes has hit a 
bureaucratic snag prevent-
ing construction , while a 
lawmaker has raised ques-
tions about illegal dumping 
at the site.

A 7-acre piece of real 
estate, at 151-45 6th Road, 
has sat vacant for years 
while toxic soil was being 
removed from the site.

An environmental 
company recently finished 
replacing the dirt as part 
of a state program designed 
to clean up contaminated 
property, according to the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.

But the company, Bar-
one Management, remedi-
ated a strip of land belong-
ing to the city that was 
within the boundaries of 
the property, according to 
DEC.

The mixup has caused 
a delay in development, 

since the owner of the prop-
erty needs to hammer out 
an agreement before it can 
complete the state’s Brown-
field Cleanup Program.

“Unfortunately, place-
ment of the environmental 
easement has been delayed 
while the applicant and the 
city of New York resolve an 

outstanding issue of prop-
erty ownership,” DEC Com-
missioner Joe Martens said 
in a June letter to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

The property was ini-
tially slated for develop-
ment in 2008, when a real 
estate firm called Bayrock 
Group wanted to build 52 

single-family homes on it. 
But Bayrock went bank-
rupt and the property was 
turned over to Capmark 
Finance in a foreclosure 
proceeding, according to 
city Department of Finance 
records. It has remained 
vacant ever since.

The property was 

entered into the state’s 
Brownfield Cleanup Pro-
gram under the auspices of 
the DEC, but officials have 
publicly wondered what 
exactly was dumped on the 
grounds .

In a letter to the DEC 
commissioner, Avella 
called into question dump-
ing activities at the site.

“I have been informed 
that dumping of contami-
nated materials occurred 
after the remedial cleanup 
work took place at this site,” 
Avella said in the letter.

TimesLedger News-
papers has also received 
complaints about dumping 
at the property.

Barone Management 
contacted TimesLedger 
Newspapers to comment 
on this story as the paper 
was going to press, and any 
further developments will 
be reported in a subsequent 
story. The DEC inspected 
the site as recently as Aug. 
1 and said it found no evi-
dence of illegal dumping, 
which is the same conclu-

sion an inspector from the 
city Sanitation Department 
reached last year.

Restoration & Conser-
vation Environmental, a 
firm specializing in clean-
ing up contaminated prop-
erties, worked with Barone 
to provide soil at the site, 
according to another letter 
sent to the DEC by the head 
of the company. 

When contacted about 
complaints related to the 
dumping, the company’s 
head, James Cervino, said 
he only used untouched soil 
unearthed in Manhattan 
and has logs tracking it on 
its journey to Whitestone.

Cervino also sent a let-
ter to Martens indicating 
that his firm ceased over-
sight on the property in 
June 2011, a year before the 
process unofficially ended.

“The disposal of soil 
activities that have oc-
curred since then were not 
under my environmental 
management,” the letter 
said.

A view of the seven acres of real estate on 6th Road, which has been vacant for years. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Land dispute holds up Whitestone development

Avella wants city to repair tree root damage in Jamaica
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI
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Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

Claire Goldberg celebrates her 100th birthday with three generations of family. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Fresh Meadows resi-

dent Claire Goldberg, who 
still lives on her own and 
uses an iPad, celebrated her 
100th birthday in style last 
week surrounded by three 
generations of her family  
and elected officials.

 Goldberg, lively and 
self-possessed, seemed qui-
etly pleased and humbled at 
the festivities taking place 
in her honor.  

Standing in a packed 
room of smiling family and 
friends at Selfhelp’s Fresh 
Meadows senior program, 
at 67-00 192nd St., she re-
ceived an official state 
Assembly proclamation 
from Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) and City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens).

“People ask me what is 
my secret,” Goldberg told 
her guests seated at tables 
with pizza and refresh-
ments. “And my secret, re-
ally — I don’t have one .... I 
eat everything.”

Goldberg was born 
in Newark, N.J., Aug. 26, 
1912. After moving around 
in her youth, including a 
stint in West Virginia, she 

and her husband settled in 
Fresh Meadows 64 years 
ago. Their daughter and 
only child was 12 years old 
at the time and was one of 
the first students to gradu-
ate from PS 26.

As the years went by, 
her husband continued his 
work at Columbia Pictures, 
selling movie contracts, 
and Claire started working 
at a child guidance center 
in Flushing as an intake 
worker and secretary, re-
tiring in 1983. 

In addition to her 
daughter, she has four 
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

She remembers the 
early years in Fresh 
Meadows fondly, she said, 
when she was making new 
friends who were moving to 
the community after World 
War II and everyone was 
having children.

She said the communi-
ty was more personal  and 
relaxed during those years, 
without some of the mod-
ern headaches like heavy 
traffic.

These days she said 
she fills her schedule with 
golf, cards games, trips to 
museums and the theater 
and enjoying her family 
and friends.

Her granddaughter, 
Janet Beckett, said Gold-
berg is as healthy as can be 
with an active lifestyle and 
lives independently. 

Beckett even spoke in 
amazement that her grand-
mother was in tune with  
modern times, frequently 
using her iPad and chiding 
her relatives for not e-mail-
ing her enough.

“You’d really never 
know she was 100,” Beckett 
said.

Stavisky had her own 
theory about what keeps 
people sharp in old age. 

She told the partygoers 
a story about U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Jr. and how at 
the age of 95 he began read-
ing Plato’s writings in their 
original Greek language in 
order to improve his mind.

“I think that has a lot 
to do with it,” Stavisky said. 
“Improving your mind, 
constantly learning new 
things, doing new things,” 
she said.

Goldberg interrupted 
by quipping, “I guess mine 
is playing bridge.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Great granny with iPad 
marks 100th birthday
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Where your money works
as hard as you do.

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  
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 Credit Cards
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 Car Loans
 Mortgages
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Charlie Krieger points to the water line in his garage after a storm flooded his house in Glendale last 
week. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY STEVE MOSCO

Torrential rains 
wreaked havoc around 
the city last week, causing 
power outages and flooded 
streets throughout Queens.

Now as residents mop 
up the watery mess, local 
elected officials are seek-
ing answers from city agen-
cies charged with protect-
ing the public during such 
weather events.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) sent a letter 
to the city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Tuesday calling for an in-
vestigation into extensive 
flooding in Glendale.

“Significant areas of 
Glendale have dealt with 
flooding issues, which led 
to my office advocating 
for the successful instal-
lation of new catch basins 
in prone areas throughout 
Middle Village and Glen-
dale,” said Crowley. “But 

in my four years in office, 
even after a hurricane and 
a microburst, our com-
munity has not witnessed 
this type of extensive flood-
ing. We need to determine 
whether the construction 
at the underpass directly 
led to the failure of the 
pumping station and en-
sure that the city makes 
the necessary corrections 
to prevent future flooding 
in the future.”

Crowley said Glen-
dale’s sewer system could 
not keep up with the torren-
tial rain, causing a backup 
and flooding the streets 
and residents’ homes.

I’m facing total dev-
astation in my basement. 
It’s a total loss,” said Char-
lie Krieger, who had more 
than 4 feet of water flood 
his basement and garage 
on 76th Street in Glendale 
Aug. 15.

The retired 74-year-old 
said his television and fur-
niture are trashed, while 

his boiler, hot water heater, 
refrigerator, washer and 
dryer could be wrecked be-
yond repair.

“All I’ve been doing is 
crying,” he said. “I can’t af-
ford to replace all of this.”

The unsettled weather 
first rolled through the 
area at around 1 p.m., with 

an even bigger storm soak-
ing the area later that af-
ternoon around 4 p.m. At 
the height of the storms, 
Con Edison reported more 
than 3,000 outages across 
the borough.

The Glendale area was 
one of the spots most affect-
ed by the heavy windswept 

rains, with drainage along 
Cooper Avenue quickly be-
coming overwhelmed and 
turning into what some 
residents likened to an 
Olympic-size  swimming 
pool in the underpass.

Krieger’s neighbor, 
Leonard Klie, said the Coo-
per Avenue underpass is 

a major hazard, flooding 
each time heavy rains pass 
through the area.

“They’ve been too con-
cerned with building the 
wall on Cooper Avenue,” 
said Klie, referring to a 
retaining wall currently 
being rehabilitated by the 
city. “The real problem is 
the sewer system. Once 
that underpass overflows, 
the water here has nowhere 
to go but into our house.”

Krieger’s wife Ann 
said they have called 311 
and reported the flooding 
problem to area politicians 
on many occasions — and 
they are still waiting for 
answers.

“The only responses 
we get are all kinds of ex-
cuses,” she said. “The local 
politicians are nowhere to 
be found and on top of that 
we have a mayor who is 
more concerned with the 
size of soda.”

Crowley asks city to investigate Glendale fl ooding
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BY JOE ANUTA

Two candidates for 
state office lashed out at the 
city Monday over a Murray 
Hill overpass that seems 
to be complete but has re-
mained closed to drivers 
for months.

“This is a clear lack of 
accountability and respon-
sibility by the city govern-
ment,” said Ron Kim, who 
is running for a state As-
sembly seat in Flushing 
and discussed the ill effects 
of the bridge’s closure with 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), who is run-
ning for re-election. Both 
have been endorsed by the 
Queens Democratic Party.

Kim was referring to 
a seemingly refurbished 
strip of roadway that runs 
over the tracks of the Long 
Island Rail Road between 
41st and Roosevelt avenues. 
The project was started in 
March 2010 by the city De-
partment of Transportation 
and slated for completion in 
January 2011, yet the road 
has continued to remain 
closed off for automobiles.

The sidewalks are 
open for pedestrians, and 
children have been playing 
in the unused roadway, he 
said.

But residents are won-
dering when the pristine 
path will be open, since 
the completion date posted 
on a DOT sign has been 
scratched off and the con-

tact person listed under a 
description of the project 
is no longer answering the 
posted phone number, ac-
cording to Kim.

DOT said the bridge 
will be opened to cars when 
work is complete, although 
barricades were removed 
for pedestrians at the com-
munity’s request.

Young Kim  — no rela-
tion to Ron Kim — owns 
a store one block away on 
149th Place, which also fea-
tures a Long Island Rail 
Road overpass that has 

absorbed the traffic from 
149th Street.

“Too many people 
got into accidents there 
because they closed that 
road,” he said.

Another resident said 
the vacant roadway has be-
come a nighttime haven for 
drunks.

The issue is a city one, 
but according to Stavisky 
state officials need to work 
with all levels of govern-
ment.

“Our collective voices 
are louder,” she said.

Stavisky is running in 
a primary election against 
Oakland Gardens business-
man John Messer, who 
challenged the longtime 
lawmaker in 2010.

Kim is in a crowded 
race for the Assembly seat 
in Flushing in an area cur-
rently represented by As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing).

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

It might seem obvi-
ous, but the 109th Precinct 
is again urging residents 
to avoid leaving valuables 
inside their cars no matter 
how safe the neighborhood 
might seem and provided 
numerous recent examples 
of what can happen when 
wallets, pocketbooks and 
thousands of dollars in 
cash are left unattended 
even for a few minutes.

“You are inviting a 
criminal to break into your 
car,” said Capt. Christopher 
Manson, executive officer 
at the precinct. “It’s com-
mon sense.”

The 109th covers the 
neighborhoods of Down-
town Flushing, East Flush-
ing, Queensboro Hill, 
College Point, Malba, Whit-
estone, Beechhurst and Bay 
Terrace, but thieves tend to 
migrate to wherever driv-
ers and residents make it 
easy for them and will look 
into car windows until they 
see something valuable, ac-
cording to Manson.

They do not waste time 
breaking into cars either, 
according to the precinct, 
and police gave several ex-
amples of drivers who left 
their belongings unattend-
ed for less than an hour, 
only to later find them sto-
len.

A 30-year-old woman 
recently parked her car 
near 46th Avenue and 
Smart Street at about 1:30 
p.m., leaving her GPS de-

vice, cellphone and purse 
containing $200 inside. 
When she returned just 10 
minutes later, the driver’s 
side window was broken 
and her belongings re-
moved, police said.

At about 4:40 p.m. July 
30, another 30-year-old 
woman was walking back 
to her car, parked at 25th 
Avenue and Ulmer Street. 
As she approached she wit-
nessed someone punch out 
her passenger side window, 
snatch her purse and flee, 
police said.

Recently, a 37-year-old 
woman popped into some 
stores at the College Point 
shopping center at around 
4:30 p.m., leaving her pock-
etbook and credit cards in 
her car. Just 30 minutes 
later, she returned to find 
everything stolen, police 
said.

Officers are also urg-
ing residents to leave valu-
ables at home if they are not 
going to carry them while 
shopping. Leaving purses, 
pocketbooks or even ab-
normally large amounts 
of change inside of a car is 
simply inviting crime, po-
lice said.

At about 8 p.m. Aug. 
8, a 63-year-old woman left 
her car parked for less than 
two hours near Fowler Ave-
nue and College Point Bou-
levard. She left her purse 
containing $5,000 and cred-
it cards inside the car, but 
upon her return discovered 
a window smashed and her 
pocketbook taken.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (second from l.-r.) and state Assembly candidate Ron Kim discuss the long-
closed bridge behind them. Photo by Joe Anuta

Shuttered overpass draws ire
Stavisky, Kim want roadway above LIRR opened to prevent accidents

Valuables left in cars 
invite thieves: 109th
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www.FamilyDentistryNY.com
Smiles Happen Here!

Back to School Means Back to the Dentist!

Exam, Cleaning, Fluoride  
& Any Necessary X-rays ~ $75!

The first 25 back-to-school exams  

(must be 3-21 years old) will receive either 
a $10 iTunes gift card or  

a $10 Toys “R” Us gift card! 
You must mention this ad when making  

your appointment in order to qualify.

Expires October 31, 2012

BY REBECCA HENELY

Donovan’s Pub, an 
Irish-American Woodside 
eatery whose burgers have 
often been called the best 
in the city, is up for sale, ac-
cording to employees at the 
restaurant.

An employee said Joe 
Donovan, owner of the pub, 
at 57-24 Roosevelt Ave., is 
now 78 and wants to retire. 
He has declined media in-
terviews until the sale is 
complete.

Donovan’s Pub, which 
opened in 1966, is one of 
many Irish pubs near the 
intersection of Roosevelt 
and Woodside avenues but 
is most famous for its burg-
ers, which frequently land 
on Top 10 lists of best burg-
ers in the city. Time Out 
New York put Donovan’s 
Pub at the top of the list in 
2004. The most recent Zagat 
Survey ranking gave it 20 
out of 30 for food, 15 out of 

30 for decor and 18 out of 30 
for service.

A listing on the real 
estate site Massey Knakal 
has the restaurant up for 
sale for $3.2 million. The ad 
says the restaurant will be 
delivered vacant to the buy-
er and that the buyer also 
will get a dress shop facing 
58th Street, which has a 
lease expiring in 2013.

The ad describes the 
restaurant as “an ideal as-
set for a user, inventor or 
developer.”

Joe Donovan previous-
ly owned Donovan’s Grill 
and Tavern, at 214-16 41st 
Ave., but sold the Bayside 
restaurant four years ago 
and the two locations are 
no longer affiliated.

Donovan’s Pub in 
Woodside was in the news 
last year after it was tem-
porarily shuttered by the 
Health Department after re-
ceiving 66 violation points 
during an inspection.

Jack Donovan, man-
ager of the restaurant, 
said the restaurant had not 
been able to appeal the de-
cision because city Health 
Department inspectors had 
come by close to the Fourth 
of July. The issue had oc-
curred because of mold in 
its ice machines, not be-
cause of any contaminated 
food, but 200 pounds of ice 
needed to be thrown away. 
Jack Donovan said 45 res-
taurants had been closed 
temporarily that same 
week.

“All those other res-
taurants that got closed, 
they had no notoriety,” Jack 
Donovan said. “We took the 
brunt of it and we corrected 
the problem.”

Both Donovan’s Pub 
and Donovan’s Grill and 
Tavern currently have “A” 
grades on the Health De-
partment’s website.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Donovan’s Pub in Woodside 
looking for buyer at $3.2M
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

Hundreds march through the streets of South Jamaica to show sol-
idarity against gun violence in the area. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

The parents of slain 
southeast Queens youth 
marched alongside anti-vi-
olence activists, including 
hip-hop mogul Russell Sim-
mons, in South Jamaica 
Sunday to call for an end to 
the gun violence that has 
long plagued the area and 
intensified over the sum-
mer.

Hundreds of people, 
many clad in orange as 
part of a global peace ini-
tiative, marched from Sut-
phin Boulevard and 111th 
Street to the Baisley Hous-
es, shouting slogans and 
reaching out to sometimes 
puzzled onlookers watch-
ing the procession.

“We are in Baisley 
Houses because we have 
lost too many children,” 
said Erica Ford, one of the 
organizers of the event. “We 
want to create an environ-
ment of safety. It’s not only 
about getting the guns off 
the streets. It’s also about 

putting therapeutic pro-
grams in the community.”

Ford, who runs an 
anti-violence group aimed 
at reaching young men and 
women in the community 
called I Love My Life, part-
nered with The Peacekeep-
ers Global Initiative to host 
the march.

The Peacekeepers 
initiative was started by a 
man named Capt.  Dennis 
Muhammad in New Or-
leans to engage communi-
ties in making their anti-
violence stance known. The 
Peacekeepers, as anyone 
who pledges to be a part of 
the initiative are called, 
wear neon orange shirts 
and hats and have chapters 
all over the world.

“Orange is a color that 
is bright — you want people 
to see you,” Muhammad 
said. “But it is also a color 
of caution. And when you 
see something that is un-
der construction, you see 
orange.”

Homeowners who 

peeked their heads out of 
windows and residents 
of Baisley Houses who 
gathered at the basketball 
courts, along with sharply 
dressed members of the 
Nation of Islam, got to see 
plenty of orange.

Shanta Merritt, whose 
son Darryl Adams was 
murdered March 2, spoke 
at the event.

“I want to be a voice for 
my son. I don’t want this to 
happen to anybody else,” 
she said.

Word quickly spread 
that Simmons, who found-
ed the seminal rap label Def 
Jam Records, was march-
ing with the Peacekeepers.

“I have to do this so 
I can sleep at night,” Sim-
mons said.

When asked if violence 
glamorized in rap and hip-
hop culture contributes 
to gun violence in the real 
world, a reason often cited 
by Ford and other peace 
activists, Simmons said 
artists are not to blame but 

rather a combination of 
factors is at the root of the 
problem.

For example, Simmons 
cited the state’s prison sys-
tem as a destructive force 
on the community’s youth. 
When young people are 
arrested and sent to state 
prisons, they often learn to 
simply be a better criminal 
from other inmates before 
being released back onto 
the streets.

Lenworth Wood’s son 
Jason was killed in a grue-
some triple murder earlier 
in the summer by someone 
wielding at least one as-
sault rifle.  He marched at 
the rally along with mem-
bers of his family who wore 
shirts bearing photos of the 
slain man.

In order to serve the 
community, Ford plans to 
open a new office called the 
I Love My Life Peace Office 
on the corner where the pa-
rade started.

Simmons leads  S. Jamaica march against guns
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A three-alarm fire gut-

ted a Flushing Laundromat 
early Monday morning, se-
verely damaging a cluster 
of apartments above the 
store and injuring more 
than a dozen of the city’s 
Bravest as well as two ten-
ants.

The blaze was believed 
to have started somewhere 
in the 45th Avenue Laun-
dromat, at the corner of 
45th Avenue and 143rd 
Street, before 3 a.m., when 
the FDNY received a call 
alerting them to the fire, ac-
cording to Battalion Chief 
Kevin Duffy, of Battalion 
52, who said the cause was 
still under investigation.

The dozen or so tenants 
who live in the six apart-
ments in the 3 12/2-story 
building had to scramble 
down fire escapes or crawl 
out windows onto neigh-
boring rooftops to flee the 
flames. Firefighters from 
25 trucks battled the blaze 
for three hours before it 
was extinguished, and 
more than 12 were taken 
to local hospitals with mi-
nor injuries along with two 

residents of the building, 
according to Duffy.

The building’s owner, 
Chisei Han, said he usually 
sleeps above the Laundro-
mat where he works, but 
happened to be house-sit-
ting his daughter’s Flush-
ing apartment that night.

“My life is suddenly 
upside down,” said Han, 
who was planning on retir-
ing in two years. “Every-
thing can be turned around 
overnight.”

Han is a Taiwanese 
immigrant who came to 
the country penniless more 
than three decades ago and 
saved enough money to 
open a restaurant upstate 
and then buy the Laundro-
mat and apartments in the 
1990s, he said. He managed 
to send his two daughters 
to college as well, although 
they are not finished and he 
is not sure how he will pay 
for the remainder of their 
schooling.

“Right before my per-
fect ending,” he said, watch-
ing as firefighters tossed 
charred hunks of the build-
ing out broken windows.

The fire mostly dam-
aged the outside of the 

building, with the apart-
ments sustaining smoke 
and heavy water dam-
age, according to Han and 
Duffy, but Jasvinder Mar-
waha was not as lucky.

He has owned a small 
grocery store next to the 
Laundromat for five years 
before it was destroyed 
in the blaze. On Monday 
he stood with his family 
watching the city’s Brav-
est clean up rubble near its 
blackened windows. There 
was one small piece of good 
news. In the aftermath of 
the inferno, no one could 
locate a 1 1/2-year-old Mal-
tese dog belonging to Han’s 
daughter.

“We thought it was 
dead,” said one emergency 
worker.

But Han went back 
into his apartment call-
ing the dog’s name, Mu Qi, 
and eventually saw a furry 
head, now off-white in col-
or, peek out from behind 
the oven.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Chisei Han holds his daughter’s dog, Mu Qi, outside his home and business that were engulfed in a 
Flushing blaze. Photo by Joe Anuta

Late night blaze chars 
Flushing Laundromat
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BY REBECCA HENELY

At a panel hosted by 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) Monday, immi-
gration experts said many 
options are available to 
undocumented LGBT new-
comers, but all have their 
pitfalls for those pursuing 
residency.

“It’s very difficult to 
get a permanent green card 
in the United States,” said 
Lynly Egyes, of the Sex 
Workers Project at the Ur-
ban Justice Center.

Dromm, who is openly 
gay and chairs the Council 
Immigration Committee, 
held the panel at the offices 
of immigration advocacy 
group Make the Road New 
York, at 92-10 Roosevelt Ave. 
in Jackson Heights.

Make the Road New 
York has been helping 
young immigrants who 
qualify apply for Deferred 
Action, which could get 
them a work permit for two 

years, and had some LGBT 
youth speak at a news con-
ference celebrating the be-
ginning of Deferred Action 
last week.

The councilman said 
he gets visits on a daily ba-
sis from constituents, most 
of whom are seeking asy-
lum based on their LGBT 
status.

“Make the Road New 
York put LGBT issues in ev-
erything they do,” he said.

Speaking to an audi-
ence of about 50 people, 
Egyes said those interest-
ed in asylum must apply 
within a year of entering 
the United States and have 
a well-founded fear of per-
secution if they return to 
their country of origin.

She said, however, if 
the person’s situation sud-
denly changes — for exam-
ple, they come out or begin 
transitioning from one gen-
der to another — they can 
start applying for asylum 
within a year, no matter 
how long they have been in 

the country.
LGBT immigrants 

can also apply for “with-
holding of removal” if they 
can prove a clear probabil-
ity that they will be perse-
cuted, Egyes said. This has 
no time limit and can get 
them work authorization, 
but they must apply for it 
every year and it does not 
put them on the road to be-

coming a green card holder 
or a permanent resident. 
They also will lose said sta-
tus if they leave the United 
States.

Depending on their 
circumstances, LGBT im-
migrants can also apply for 
visas if they are victims of 
a crime, trafficked or have 
been abused by a parent 
and cannot return to their 

home country, Egyes said.
Aaron Morris, of Im-

migration Equality, ex-
plained the benefits and 
pitfalls of same-sex mar-
riage in immigration cases. 
Morris said while getting 
married can affect deporta-
tion cases favorably, it may 
hurt if the immigrant is on 
a visa intended to ensure 
they will return to their 

original country.
For those who are 

transgender and marrying 
someone of the sex opposite 
from the one to which they 
have transitioned, Mor-
ris said in most places the 
couple can be recognized as 
married as long as a doctor 
has confirmed the person’s 
new gender.

Panel members en-
couraged all immigrants 
to get trustworthy lawyers 
to help them with their in-
dividual situation, even if 
they believe they are not 
eligible for permanent resi-
dency status and not to lie 
about any part of their past, 
like criminal history, even 
if it may affect their case 
negatively. Egyes said im-
migration lawyers have 
been able to help those 
with arrest records, but ly-
ing will hurt their case for 
staying in the United States 
even more.

“Even if you have 10 
arrests for prostitution, do 
not lie,” Egyes said.

Dromm hosts Queens forum on LGBT immigration

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.-r.) speaks on a panel about LGBT immigration with Lynly Egyes of 
the Urban Justice Center, Alex Valencia of the AIDS Center of Queens County and Aaron Morris of 
Immigration Equality. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Yenny Yanaylle (r.), a 20-year-old undocumented immigrant from Jackson Heights, speaks about 
applying for the new deferred action policy as City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) looks on. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY REBECCA HENELY

Since the federal gov-
ernment began its deferred 
action policy for young un-
documented immigrants 
last week, Jackson Heights-
based Make the Road New 
York said Tuesday it has 
helped 1,000 submit appli-
cations to remain in the 
United States for at least 
two years.

 The immigration ad-
vocacy group helped its 
members and other young 
people take advantage of 
the new policy right when 
it began. On Aug. 15, they 
joined with elected officials 
and accompanied their 
young members to the U.S. 
immigration office in Long 
Island City last week for 
the start of President Ba-
rack Obama’s deferred ac-
tion policy.

“Finally I see my 
dreams coming true,” said 
20-year-old Yenny Yanaylle, 
a Jackson Heights resident 

who applied.
Obama announced 

through a memo June 15 
that the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security should 
not begin or continue the 
deportation process for cer-
tain young undocumented 
immigrants. This deferred 
action policy is available 
to immigrants who came 
to the United States under 
the age of 16, are younger 
than 30 and were in the 
United States June 15; have 
lived for the country for the 
last five years; have a clean 
criminal record; and are ei-
ther in school, have gradu-
ated from high school, have 
a general education devel-
opment certificate or have 
an honorable discharge 
from the military.

Immigrants who qual-
ify will have to renew after 
two years.

The policy went into 
effect Aug. 15, and about 20 
to 30 people came out to the 
Long Island City office, at 

27-35 Jackson Ave., to either 
apply for deferred action or 
support those who did. Ana 
Maria Archila, co-execu-
tive director of Make the 
Road New York, said her or-
ganization has been work-
ing for comprehensive im-
migration reform for years. 

She credited the policy to 
the recent willingness of 
young undocumented im-
migrants to come forward 
throughout the past decade 
and tell their stories.

“Young people who are 
undocumented will be able 
to walk down the streets 

without fear,” Archila said.
Natalia Aristizabal, 

the arts and media educa-
tor at Make the Road, said 
through its workshops the 
organization is helping 
1,000 young people submit 
applications.

But even while the ac-

tivists celebrated the memo 
going into effect, they in-
sisted it was only the first 
step. Before the news con-
ference, the group chanted, 
“What do we want, do we 
really really want? The 
DREAM Act! The DREAM 
Act!”

The act, which stands 
for Development, Relief and 
Education for Alien Mi-
nors, would provide perma-
nent residency for undocu-
mented immigrants under 
similar conditions to the 
deferred action policy. The 
activists at the Long Island 
City office called on Con-
gress to pass the act and 
implement comprehensive 
immigration reform.

“This is not everything 
for us,” said Katherine Tab-
ares, a Corona student who 
is not able to apply for de-
ferred action because she 
came to the United States 
two years ago. “We need to 
keep on working.”

Jax Hts group helps 1,000 young immigrants
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www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Municipal Credit Union top leaders gather with elected officials for 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the first southern Queens branch. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

BY KAREN FRANTZ

New York’s oldest 
credit union, Municipal 
Credit Union, is opening 
its first branch in south-
east Queens, bringing a 
financial management op-
tion with generally better 
returns than traditional 
banks to a neighborhood 
that is beleaguered with 
low-income residents and a 
high number of home fore-
closures.

Municipal Credit 
Union, which has more than 
325,000 members and holds 
$1.7 billion in assets, held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Friday at its new branch, at 
134-66 Springfield Blvd.

 “Traditional banks, 
while offering the same 
products and services to 
lower-income individuals, 
are probably looking for 
ways to profit off of them,” 
said MCU spokesman Mi-
chael Mattone.

He said that in contrast 
credit unions like Munici-
pal see their members as 
being part of a community. 
“We’re making their mon-
ey work for them instead of 
having them work for their 
money,” he said.

Credit unions can pro-
vide lower interest rates on 
loans and higher returns 
on investments than can 
many banks because they 
are membership-based, 
with memberships often 
only offered to specific 
communities or employ-

ment groups.
Municipal offers a 

range of tools to help mem-
bers establish good credit 
and manage debt, Mattone 
said, including one-on-one 
budget counseling with its 
loan service department, 
a first-time home buyers 
program that explains the 
house-buying process and 
additional online tools.

“We do a good a job, we 
feel, of educating our mem-
bers and helping them grow 
financially,” he said.

The full-service branch 
is the second in Queens, 
with the other in Elmhurst. 
It is also the first branch to 
offer an e-banking center 
where members can con-
duct bank transactions, 
check their accounts and 
apply for loans.

“I’m so pleased this 
branch is here,” said City 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans), an MCU 

member, at the ceremony.
“I know that this 

branch will be heavily pop-
ulated, well-used and that 
you will get new accounts 
coming in on a regular ba-
sis here,” he said.

Municipal Credit 
Union offers memberships 
to city, state and federal 
employees who live and 
work in the city, hospital 
and health-care employees, 
public and private college 
employees and other pro-
fessional groups.

One MCU member 
who lives nearby, Lilawa-
tee Hardeosing, said she 
was happy the Springfield 
Gardens location was open-
ing because previously she 
had to go all the way to 
Queens Boulevard to use 
the Elmhurst branch.

“I love it,” she said. “I 
couldn’t wait for them to 
come.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Milton Bassin, the 

longtime president of York 
College who is credited with 
nurturing the institution 
during its seminal years 
and shepherding it through 
difficult financial times, 
died of natural causes last 
week in the Bronx at the 
age of 88.

Bassin was himself a 
product of the City Univer-
sity of New York system, 
and in his passing his col-
leagues hailed him as a 
champion of the economi-
cally disadvantaged. He 
was York’s longest-serving 
president, having headed 
the college from 1971 until 
his retirement in 1991.

The son of Russian im-
migrants, Bassin was born 
in 1923 to a Brooklyn home 
of modest means. After at-
tending New Utrecht High 
School, he took advantage 
of the city’s tuition-free 
opportunities to earn his 
bachelor’s degree in math-
ematical engineering from 

City College in 1944, fol-
lowed by a master’s degree 
from the Polytechnic In-
stitute of Brooklyn — now 
the Polytechnic Institute of 
New York University — in 
1954.

After serving in the 
U.S. Navy, Bassin returned 
to CUNY, where he began 
his higher education ca-
reer as an instructor in me-
chanical technology at New 
York City Community Col-
lege — now the New York 
City Technical College. He 
became chairman of the 
mathematics department 
and climbed the ladder to 
become dean of the college 
in 1966.

When Bassin assumed 
the presidency of York Col-
lege in 1971, it was housed 
inside temporary class-
rooms on the Queensbor-
ough Community College 
campus in Bayside, where 
it remained for three years 
until moving to downtown 
Jamaica on the cusp of a 
financial crisis that threat-
ened to shutter the young 

institution.
Soon after York 

planted its roots inside the 
former home of the Mont-
gomery Ward department 
store on Jamaica Avenue, 
the city and state were hit 
with shrinking budgets in 
1976-77  and there was much 
pressure to eliminate the 
college with no real cam-
pus of its own.

Bassin rallied politi-
cal, business, religious and 
community leaders to sup-
port the young college, and 
in 1978 the CUNY board 
of trustees gave York the 
mandate to develop busi-
ness and health sciences 
career programs.

“Without Milt Bassin, 
the York College campus in 
Jamaica would never have 
been built,” said Dolores 
Swirin, vice president for 
institutional advancement 
at York. “Thanks to Milt, 
thousands of students have 
received a high-quality ed-
ucation at a senior college 
in the heart of southeast 
Queens.”

Credit union ready to serve
customers in SE Queens

Ex-York president dies at 88

DEPHILLIPS 
ATHLETIC 

CLUB
Registration for Flag Football, 

Basketball and Baseball

For information, please call

347-252-1154
Check our web-site for additional details or to 

register on line www.daconline.net
 nd Street, Bayside 

 Park on the street and walk around the back

For 

34

DePhillips Athletic Clubhouse
WILL BE ACCEPTING 

IN HOUSE REGISTRATION 
Monday thru Friday 

August 27 th—31st, 7—9 PM
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Firefighters blast water from a hose, set up outside of the exten-
sion to the home. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY PHIL CORSO

Years of construction 
were set back by a devas-
tating three-alarm fire in 
Douglaston, leaving future 
plans for a historic home up 
in smoke.

The family who owned 
the house, at 39-12 Douglas-
ton Pkwy., said they were 
unsure about their next 
move, but hoped to see their 
vision through for a larger 
extension built onto the 
property.

“We already put so 
much money into this ex-
tension,” said Jean Huang, 
wife of homeowner David 
Huang. “We were trying to 
make the house bigger for 
our family. I hope we can 
finish the job.”

A three-alarm fire 
severely damaged the ex-
tension to the farmhouse, 
which was built in the late 
1800s,  before spreading to 
the inside and threatening 
neighboring residences 
before it was doused by 
emergency responders, fire 
officials said. According 
to FDNY Battalion Chief 
James Doherty, the fire 
ravaged through the unoc-
cupied home and required 
a tremendous amount of re-
sources to be extinguished, 
leaving two firefighters 
with minor injuries.

“The house is de-
stroyed,” Doherty said. 
“The whole area of con-
struction is fully gutted. 
The front that was the 
original home is fully gut-
ted, too.”

According to the 
FDNY, torch work being 
done on some pipes inside 
the extension caused the 
accidental fire just before 8 
p.m. Aug. 14.

Huang said her fami-
ly’s basic insurance did not 
cover the extent of the dam-
age on the home’s rear 80-
foot yard extension, which 
has been under construc-
tion since 2007. Since the 
family decided to upgrade 
the property with an ex-
tension almost four times 
the size of the small home, 

Community Board 11 offi-
cials said the surrounding 
community had trouble ac-
cepting the renovations.

“People were con-
cerned with the size of the 
extension and how it would 
affect water runoff and 
drainage,” said CB 11 Dis-
trict Manager Susan Sein-
feld. “We received a number 
of complaints and letters 
over the years with opposi-
tion from neighbors.”

Jim McCann lives next 
door to the home and said 
his residence also suffered 
fire damage, resulting in 
five days of cleaning smoke 
and soot and the loss of 
some clothing and bedding. 
He led a charge to landmark 
the Douglaston Parkway 
home nearly four years ago, 
but a divided neighborhood 
had nixed the notion.

“Landmarking the 
property would have main-
tained the attitude of these 
old houses along Douglas-
ton Parkway,” McCann 
said. “We wouldn’t have 
had this monstrosity hap-
pen.”

The city Department 
of Buildings recorded 

a total of 44 complaints 
filed against David Huang 
throughout the building’s 
construction — many of 
which CB 11 said were rec-
tified.

“I love the Douglaston 
community, but I did not 
know there would be so 
many complaints,” Jean 
Huang said. “They didn’t 
like what we were trying to 
do to the house.”

Tom Greaney lives 
across the street from the 
fire-ravaged home and said 
he would have enjoyed the 
farmhouse’s preservation, 
but progress was inevita-
ble. When the fire started, 
he said he heard two alarm-
ing popping sounds come 
from inside the burning 
house.

“I would have loved to 
have had the original house 
that was there. It was gor-
geous,” Greaney said. “But 
I know that there has to be 
progress. You just have to 
hope it would keep in the 
same architectural honesty 
of what is around it.”

Christina Santucci con-
tributed to this story.

Blaze guts historic home
on leafy Douglaston road
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ADVERTISEMENT

FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 2012 

ESTATE 

TAX LAWS! Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 
Mistakes That Could Cost Your 

Family Everything!
Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 

and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fix the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday, September 12, 2012

10:00 A.M.  
Douglaston Club
600 West Drive

COLLEGE POINT
Wednesday, September 12, 2012

6:30 P.M.
Cascarinos

14-60 College Pointe Boulevard

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday, September 13, 2012

10:00 A.M. 
Vetro

164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

BAYSIDE
Saturday, September 15, 2012

10:00 A.M. 
Adria Hotel and Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard 

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV
DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and I’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing difficulties.

My name is Michael Davidov, and I have reviewed countless wills 
and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends cause me great con-
cern. In this article, I’d like to highlight just some of the issues which 
may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your finances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. I’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $71,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish financial decisions. Most wills and trusts I’ve examined do 
nothing to protect against these risks.

Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 
you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefits will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–first the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, I’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
I’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this 90-minute seminar, you’ll find out 
what a “bare-bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for 
your family.

The most common remark I hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fix the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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The Bayside Maria played host to the 12th annual Bayside 
Snapper Derby Saturday, an annual event organized by 
the Bayside Anglers Group. Participants opted to con-
tinue casting their lines long after the final tally of fish 
was counted for the contest. (Clockwise from top l.) 
College Point resident Christian Chamberlain, 12, holds 
a fish that he caught; Sean Hagen, 6, acts as lookout for 
his father Brian; Bay Terrace resident Charlie Erdey took 
home second prize; Brothers Ulysses (l.) and Thomas 
McDonald from Forest Hills participate in the annual 
contest; Mickey Morris and Elizabeth Hagen decorate 
each other’s shoes with fish; and Paul Lee’s haul had to 
be held in a bucket. Photos by Christina Santucci
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate
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goal of this law enforce-
ment initiative is to get 
as many guns as possible 
off the streets of Queens 
County in order to reduce 
firearm violence and bring 
about safer neighborhoods 
for all residents.”

Firearms both legal 
and illegal were accepted at 
the church Saturday, where 
working handguns and pis-
tols were exchanged for 
$200 bank cards and rifles 
and shotguns fetched $20, 
no questions asked, the DA 
said.

Calvin Rice, senior 
pastor at the church, which 
volunteered to host the pro-
gram, said the event was re-
cord-breaking. It was also 
one way to stem the recent 
wave of shootings that have 
rocked southeast Queens.

“The goal is to try and 
get guns off the street and 
curtail some of this vio-
lence that has been happen-
ing here,” he said.

Rice presided over the 
March funeral of Adams , 
whose murder was cap-
tured on tape and a ring 
of teens arrested in con-

nection with the slaying. 
His service was attended 
by hundreds of people, and 
activists began a stepped-
up call to end gun violence 
that has echoed through 
the summer.

In one of the most high-
profile murders in the last 
several months, three men 
were killed in a hail of bul-
lets fired from an AK-47 in 
Springfield Gardens June 
30.

The gangland-style tri-
ple homicide prompted an 
outcry from the communi-
ty and a call for action from 
City Councilman James 
Sanders Jr. (D-Laurelton).

During a press con-
ference days afterward, 
Sanders chided Brown for 
not holding regular gun 
buybacks, calling it the 
longtime top prosecutor’s 
“blind spot.”

But the councilman 
was pleased so many fire-
arms were taken off the 
streets after Saturday’s 
event.

“We are glad the DA 
has realized the usefulness 
of a gun buyback program,” 
Sanders said. “We wish it 
would have happened ear-
lier, but the 500-plus guns 
taken off the street shows 
this is part of what is need-
ed.”

Smith helped sponsor 
the buyback and pointed 
out that some people who 
brought firearms to the 
church would not typically 
be associated with gun vio-
lence.

“It was interesting. 
Some of the people looked 
like grandmothers carry-
ing guns for a relative,” he 
said.

And that means the 
guns might have left the 
hands of someone who 
might commit a crime, 
Smith said.

People from outside 
the immediate area also 
leapt at the chance to get 
rid of unwanted firearms 
in a safe manner.

One woman who gave 
her name as Dawn drove 
from Westchester County 
to drop off three guns that 
had belonged to her father .

But critics said too 
many of the guns came 
from outside of the neigh-
borhood and that the buy-
back was not effective in 
solving problems in south-
east Queens.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Buyback

NYPD rules or procedures 
occurred in the incident. 
He said his office had no 
opinion over whether viola-
tions took place.

Raffaele alleges he was 
struck by an officer June 1 
after midnight while 115th 
Police were trying to ar-
rest and subdue 47-year-old 

Charles Menninger at the 
plaza at 74th Street and 37th 
Road in Jackson Heights. 
He said he was trying to 
help calm the crowd grow-
ing around Menninger 
when an officer hit him so 
hard in the windpipe that 
he could not talk for a short 
period of time, required 
medical attention and his 
throat was still hurting 
weeks later. He said if he 
had not stepped back soon 

enough, he could have been 
killed.

“When he was angry 
enough at the crowd, he 
just attacked a bunch of 
us,” Raffaele said of the of-
ficer.

The judge said he tried 
to get officers at the scene 
and at Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, where he went after 
the incident, to file a report 
but they refused.

Brown said the officers 

were trying to establish 
a safety perimeter in the 
course of the arrest when 
Raffaele was hit.

“We find that there 
is insufficient evidence of 
criminality to support a 
charge that the police offi-
cer acted with intent to in-
jure or that physical injury 
(as defined by statute and 
case law) occurred,” Brown 
said.

The district attorney 

said Menninger had been 
trying to strike officers 
with a metal pipe at the 
time of his arrest and was 
also acting violently in an 
erratic and uncontrolled 
manner.

 “We find that there is 
insufficient evidence that 
excessive force was utilized 
in restraining Mr. Men-
ninger,” Brown said.

But Raffaele denied 
that he was inside the po-

lice’s safety perimeter and 
characterized the attack 
as an officer out of control. 
He said when he saw Men-
ninger, the man was lying 
on the ground, handcuffed 
and shirtless, and the offi-
cer was kneeing him in the 
back.

“It absolutely was in-
tentional,” Raffaele said. 
“I was doing nothing. I was 
just part of the crowd.”

Continued from Page 1

Judge

Flushing and Bayside con-
cerned about a sharp in-
crease in air traffic over 
their homes.

For weeks, residents 
from Bayside to Flushing 
have reported an increase 
in noise pollution caused by 
low-flying airplanes cross-
ing over the Clearview Ex-
pressway. According to an 
administrator at the FAA, 

a departure procedure was 
being tested before a public 
comment period opens to 
consider its permanent ap-
proval.

Hugie Romerio, of Bay-
side, said she first noticed 
the booming sounds of air-
planes flying overhead reg-
ularly last month, usually 
between 6 a.m. and noon or 
6 p.m. and midnight.

“A lot of people are 
very upset about this be-
cause we do not want this 
to become a long-term, per-
manent situation,” Rome-

rio said. “It is the constant 
noise and air pollution that 
could end up affecting our 
property values. Nobody 
wants that.”

Complaints were be-
ing forwarded to the office 
of U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside), who 
alerted the FAA and said 
the agency was ultimately 
responsible for managing 
its flight plans.

The FAA sent a letter 
to Avella in June outlining 
the trial run, adding the de-
parture procedure had air-

plane traffic turning left 
to the north off Runway 13 
at LaGuardia — a pattern 
that would not exceed six 
months. The start date for 
the trial, however, was not 
specified.

“The FAA is evaluat-
ing a NextGen procedure 
for flights departing from 
Runway 13 at LaGuardia 
Airport. The procedure 
follows an existing depar-
ture path over Queens,” the 
FAA said in a statement. 
“The FAA evaluation will 
identify the potential ben-

efits and impacts of the 
NextGen procedure. It also 
will indicate if additional 
environmental analysis is 
necessary before the agen-
cy decides whether to per-
manently implement the 
procedure.”

Braunstein said the 
noise has affected quality 
of life in northeast Queens.

“You can’t leave your 
windows open around here 
anymore,” he said. “I want 
a clear answer right now 
as to what has changed. We 
cannot tolerate this.”

Romerio said the FAA 
should have considered 
public input by making 
their plans known before 
changing any flight pat-
terns.

“This has such a direct 
impact on our neighbor-
hood,” Romerio said. “The 
public should be aware 
they are doing this because 
if they do not pay attention, 
it will become the new nor-
mal.”

Continued from Page 1

Noise

ples of his greatest legacy.
White, who was called 

the lion due to his blunt 
speech, white beard and 
piercing pale eyes, served 
in the Council from 1992-
2001 and again from 2005-10 
in a district that covered 
Jamaica, Rochdale Village 
and parts of Richmond 
Hill.

White died in 2010 from 
complications related to 
cancer at the age of 71, and 
his spot was filled by now-
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), who led the 
street renaming ceremony 
and said he had a tough leg-
islative act to follow.

“Tom had a tremen-
dous amount of influence,” 
he said. “But he told me to 
make sure I take care of the 
district.”

A crowd gathered to 
hear stories about the for-
mer lawmaker at the senior 
center named after him 
before the sign at Sutphin 
Boulevard and 116th Av-
enue was revealed.

White, who was fond of 
repeating aphorisms to his 
aides, like “Believe none 
of what you hear and half 

of what you see” or “Never 
speak to the press,” also 
founded a drug rehabilita-
tion center called J-Cap, 
which helped youth at risk 
get clean and change their 
lives.

Two former J-Cap 
graduates, who later in life 
ended up taking over legis-
lative positions once held 
by White, spoke at the cer-
emony.

“I went from being a 
high school dropout to a 
college graduate because 
of Tom,” said a teary Diane 
Gonzalez, who was admit-
ted to the program when 
she was 14.

At White’s urging, she 
went to college and even-
tually got her master’s in 
social work at Stony Brook 
University.

After White stepped 
down as chief executive of-
ficer of the nonprofit, Gon-
zalez took over and now 
runs it herself.

Anthony Andrews Jr., 
now active in Queens poli-
tics, was also plucked from 
a life that could have gone 
wrong by White, whom he 
looked up to as a father fig-
ure.

“I used to call him 
‘Pop,’” he said at the cer-
emony. “He hated it.”

Under White’s wing, a 

21-year-old Andrews won 
a state committee spot in 
the 1990s, the spot formerly 
held by White, he said.

When White died in 
2010, Andrews ran for his 
district leader spot and 
won.

White also served on 
the Council Economic De-
velopment Committee.

A bevy of lawmakers 
came out for the ceremony, 
including southeast Queens 
politicians from every level 
of government, along with 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
who recounted White’s sto-
rytelling prowess on legis-
lative trips that would keep 
his colleagues rapt until 
the wee hours of the night.

White was sometimes 
criticized for a poor atten-
dance record and a lack of 
visibility in the commu-
nity, which Wills said was 
sometimes due to modesty 
and later due to illness.

But another of White’s 
famous sayings indicated 
that ink on paper is better 
than being seen or being 
heard, something that was 
not lost on his family.

“The sign bearing his 
name is the black ink on 
white paper,” his son Brian 
said.

Continued from Page 1
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