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Hundreds of teenagers gathered for a memorial for St. Francis Preparatory student Daniel Fernandez at the Fresh Meadows 
high school.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Woodside teen dies on party bus
Community mourns popular St. Francis Prep student killed in freak accident

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Grieving friends and fam-

ily of 16-year-old St. Francis Pre-
paratory school student Daniel 
Fernandez, who died in an un-
imaginable accident on a party 
bus Friday, gathered at Kearns 
Funeral Home in Rego Park Mon-
day to begin the difficult process 
of saying goodbye.

“It’s horrible,” said 15-year-
old Isabella Ricciardi, a friend of 
Fernandez, who was at the wake.

“I loved him so much,” she 
said, tearing up. “He always put a 
smile on everyone’s face, he could 
always manage to make anyone 
happy when they were sad. He 
had such a good heart.”

She said she also was close to 
Fernandez’s cousin, Megan Fer-
nandez, and had known Daniel for 
about four years. She said she was 
in North Carolina with Megan 
and her family and Daniel’s older 
sister, Carolina, when they got 
the call to come home and learned 
the next day that Daniel had died.

Isabella said her cousin told 
her the family was holding up. 
She said Daniel’s sister, who is 18, 
was supposed to attend her first 
day at Long Island University the 
day of the wake but pushed it back 
to Tuesday.

Isabella said talking to oth-
ers about what happened was 
helping her through as well as 

Continued on Page 18

City to update
sewer system

in Forest Hills
BY STEVE MOSCO

Flooding along neighbor-
hood streets in Forest Hills had 
residents calling for a city solu-
tion to their watery problems 
after rain tore through the area 
earlier this month.

The city now hopes to have 
solved some of the issues with 
$24 million in infrastructure 
upgrades to the neighborhood’s 
storm sewer system, a reconstruc-
tion project to help alleviate local-
ized roadway flooding while also 
improving the water distribution 
system.

The city Departments of 
Environmental Protection and 
of Design and Construction an-
nounced the upgrades Friday, 
giving Forest Hills approximate-
ly 1 mile of new sewer lines and a 
half mile of water mains.

“These new roadways, catch 
basins and sewers will reduce 
flooding, improve water deliv-
ery and yield a more attractive 
streetscape for the residents of 
Forest Hills,” said Eric MacFar-
lane, deputy commissioner for in-
frastructure at Design and Con-
struction.

As part of the project, the 
city installed approximately 1,700 
feet of sanitary sewer lines, more 
than 4,000 feet of storm sewer 
lines, 55 catch basins and 49 man-
holes. The increased sewer ca-
pacity will help reduce roadway 

Continued on Page 16

Pages 29-40

Voter Guide forVoter Guide for
Queens PrimariesQueens Primaries

Pages 23-26Pages 23-26



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

6-
12

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

FH

2

FOREST HILLS LEDGER RIDGEWOOD LEDGER HOWARD BEACH TIMES (USPS#025128) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication 
are copyright 2011. All rights reserved. The newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Forest Hills Ledger Ridgewood Ledger Howard Beach Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

Police Blotter ........................................................ 8

Editorials & Letters ...................................... 12-13

On Point .................................................................14

State Primaries Voter Guide ................... 23-26

Eldercare ......................................................29-40

September 11 ...............................................42-43

Borough Beat ......................................................44

QGuide ............................................................47-53

Dining Out ........................................................... 48

Business ................................................................55

Sports .............................................................57-59

Classified ....................................................... 61-66
 Copyright©2011 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Editorial (718) 224-2934  —  Display: (718) 224-5821 
 Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY STEVE MOSCO

Shovels are finally in 
the ground at a much-antic-
ipated expansion project at 
a Middle Village school.

In a move that officials 
said would relieve over-
crowding in School District 
24, the city Department of 
Education began construc-
tion of an addition that will 
bring new classrooms, a 
new music room, a gym 
and extra bathrooms to PS/
IS 87 in Middle Village.

The school, south of 
Metropolitan Avenue at 
67-54 80th St., expanded its 
population to serve middle 
school students in 2002, but 
the building itself remained 
the original size and soon it 
became apparent an expan-
sion was needed. Accord-
ing to data from the DOE, 
the school was listed at 99 
percent of student capacity 
last year.

In November 2009, City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
toured the school with DOE 
officials, pointing out the 
desperate need for improve-
ments to the learning insti-
tution.

“Parents deserve to 
send their children to a lo-
cal school with small class 
sizes and the resources nec-
essary to ensure a quality 
education,” said Crowley. 
“This new extension will 
help PS/IS 87 meet these 
goals.”

Crowley also met with 
then-city Schools Chancel-
lor Joel Klein to plead the 
school’s case.

Klein visited the school 
for a Community Education 
Council 24 meeting in April 
2010, when he was met with 
hundreds of parents and 
students voicing their sup-
port for an extension to 
the facility. Following the 
meeting, and a letter-writ-
ing campaign by Crowley 
and parents, the DOE added 
the $24 million project to its 
capital improvement bud-
get, which was approved by 
the Council in July 2010.

According to CEC 24 
officials, the school district 

has the worst overcrowd-
ing in the city’s school 
system and needs more 
than 4,300 new classroom 
seats to accommodate the 
district’s children. School 
District 24 includes parts 
of Middle Village, Maspeth, 
Ridgewood, Glendale, For-
est Hills, Rego Park and 
Elmhurst. 

Last month, repre-
sentatives with Christ the 
King Regional High School 
held a public hearing call-
ing for a charter school to 
open within their school, 

at 68-02 Metropolitan Ave. 
Michael Michel, president 
at Christ the King and a 
founding member of the 
potential school’s board of 
trustees, said overcrowd-
ing in the school’s district 
led him to push for a new 
charter school.

For now, Crowley said 
the expansion at PS/IS 87 
will help children in the 
neighborhood get the edu-
cation they need.

“Whether it’s work-
ing on their jump shots or 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

With the state Senate 
primaries looming, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and Forest 
Hills attorney Juan Reyes 
are ramping up their cam-
paigns to win Queens’ 15th 
District.

Ulrich, who is run-
ning in the Republican and 
Independence Party prima-
ries, has earned and spent 
the most 
money, ac-
c o r d i n g 
to the lat-
est filings with the state 
Campaign Finance Board 
for the 2012 period ended 
Aug. 25.He currently has 
$352,758 in his coffers, hav-
ing raised $37,150 in contri-
butions and spent a total 
of $69,837. His opening bal-
ance was $385,445.

Reyes, who is running 
in the Republican primary, 
has a total of $22,117 left in 
his war chest. He started 
with an opening balance 
of $37,481 and raised an ad-
ditional $9,800 in contribu-
tions. His expenses have 
totaled $25,163.

Campaign finance re-
cords could not be found for 
Independence Party candi-
date Joe Tiraco.  The win-
ner will face state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beac) in November.

Ulrich’s largest con-
tributions have mainly 
come from real estate. He 
received a total of $71,650 
from real estate interests, 
including $50,000 from the 
Rudin family, owners of 
the Rudin Management 
Co., one of the largest real 
estate portfolios in New 
York City. He also received 
$10,000 as a partnership do-
nation from the 211 East 70 
Street LP in Manhattan.

He also garnered an-
other $4,800 from labor 
unions. The biggest con-
tribution was $2,500 from 
the Plumbers Local Union, 
located in Howard Beach. 
Other labor interests that 
contributed to Ulrich’s 
campaign include the Uni-
formed Fire Fighters As-
sociation FirePAC and the 
New York State Laborers’ 
PAC.

Ulrich’s corporate 

Ulrich gets $250,000 
from state GOP fund

Forest Hills attorney Juan Reyes (l.) and city Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (r.).

PS/IS 87 in Middle Village is set to get a long-anticipated expansion after the city Department of 
Education granted capital improvement projects.

School nets funds to expand
Construction begins as DOE grants cash to PS/IS 87 in MidVil

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 16
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Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for customers and 
communities alike. We live in a world where things can no longer go to waste.  
That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most from our existing 

Our job is 
making sure 

no longer goes
Find out more at ThinkGreen.com

©2012 Waste Management, Inc.

that waste 

to waste.

resources. It’s good for business and the environment.

Jamaica nursing center kitchen goes completely kosher
Margaret Tietz facility expands efforts to make observant Jewish community feel more at home

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
The Margaret Tietz Nursing 

and Rehabilitation Center, a facil-
ity that originally started to ac-
commodate Holocaust survivors, 
has recently opened a completely 
kosher kitchen.

“We try to put every single 
thing possible in place so that 
anybody living in Queens that is 
religious, that is observant in any 
way, would feel incredibly com-
fortable here,” said Linda Spiegel, 
Margaret Tietz’s public affairs 
director.

She said converting the 
kitchen, which took place on Aug. 
27,  was the last step in a years-
long mission to make the facil-
ity fully kosher, a process that 
involved adding a Shabbos eleva-
tor that operates on its own and a 
Shabbos hospitality apartment.

Although Margaret Tietz, 
on 164-11 Chapin Parkway in Ja-
maica, had a kosher kitchen in 
addition to a non-kosher kitchen, 
the decision was made to com-

pletely convert in order to pro-
vide a greater sense of confidence 
for those people who were obser-
vant but might have worried they 
would mistakenly be served non-
kosher food.

“It was a comfort level for 
those who wanted kosher food 
and we felt that it would not be to 
the detriment of those who didn’t 
need it,” said Zavel Pearlman, Ti-
etz’s on-site rabbi.

He said kosher food, rather 
than being exotic, is actually 
mostly familiar to people on a 
non-kosher diet.

“The quality of the food, if 
anything, it would be higher,” he 
said.

A kitchen is kosher if it meets 
two important specifications. 
First, non-kosher food, such as 
pork, cannot be prepared in the 
kitchen. Second, meat and dairy 
must be prepared in two separate 
work areas and no cross-contami-
nation can be allowed.

At Margaret Tietz, there are 
two completely separate kitchen 

areas, one for meat and one for 
dairy, and incredible pains are 
taken to make sure they stay sep-
arate. All kitchen supplies, plates 
and serving utensils that touch 
the meat are decorated in red and 
anything that touches dairy is de-
noted with blue.

The process of “koshering” 
the kitchen, as Pearlman put it, 
was also extensive. The rabbinic 
organization, the Va-ad Hara-
bonim of Queens, which certifies 
kosher kitchens in Queens, over-
saw the process, which involved 
exposing cookware to very high 
temperatures.

Spiegel said the effort has 
been worth it.

“All these different things 
that we have in place, many other 
facilities do not,” she said. “We 
just really put so many things to-
gether to make [observant Jews] 
feel comfortable here. And the 
kitchen I think is going to make 
the biggest difference for a lot of 
these people.”A cook puts away food in Margaret Tietz’s completely kosher kitchen. 

Photo by Karen Frantz
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4 Halloran takes aim at Meng’s citizenship
Republican councilman accuses rival of running campaign for Congress as ‘Chinese National’
BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
drew sharp criticism from 
his opponent over recent 
statements he made about 
her citizenship.

In an Aug. 21 inter-
view with The Times of 
Israel, a Jerusalem-based 
online news publication, 
Halloran referred to Meng 
as a “Chinese National” 
in the piece, and 
said he suspected 
her of having dual 
citizenship. Meng 
was born in Co-
rona and raised in 
Bayside, has never visited 
mainland China and does 
not hold dual citizenship, 
her camp said.

Halloran also accused 
Meng of running an “eth-
nocentric campaign” focus-
ing on Chinese voters. 

Meng’s campaign 
blasted the comments.

“True to form, Dan Hal-
loran has abandoned the is-
sues in favor of a campaign 
rooted in bigotry, fear and 

lies — a desperate approach 
for a Tea Party Republican 
who cannot otherwise win 
on the issues,” spokesman 
Austin Finan said. “The 
xenophobic undertones and 
outright racism found in 
Mr. Halloran’s words is ap-
palling and offensive.”

A spokesman for Hal-
loran denied that the coun-
cilman said those things, 
although the Times of Israel 
quoted him directly in both 

instances, and 
contended that 
his comments on 
ethnocentricism 
only meant that 
he would try to 

reach out to all ethnicities 
in the district.

“He points out that As-
semblywoman Meng is pop-
ular and well-known in her 
neighborhood in Flushing 
and she is going to do well 
there,” said Steven Stites, 
Halloran’s spokesman.

Things further heated 
up when the conservative 
lawmaker appeared at a 
Republican club in Suf-
folk County Aug. 23  and 

discussed the recent in-
dictment of Meng’s father, 
Jimmy Meng. The video 
was first posted on the New 
York Observer’s politics 
blog.

Jimmy Meng is a for-

mer Flushing assembly-
man charged with wire 
fraud after authorities 
contended he accepted an 
$80,000 bribe from a gov-
ernment informant in July. 
Meng’s father told the in-

formant the bribe could get 
rid of a pending case in the 
Manhattan district attor-
ney’s office, according to 
the FBI.

“Who would he have 
gone to to do that, because 

he is not an elected of-
ficial?” Halloran, with 
mock curiosity, asked the 
crowd at the Conservative 
Society for Action in West 
Islip, L.I., insinuating the 
Meng might have had some 
involvement.  She has not 
been linked in any way to 
her father’s alleged crimes. 

At the same meeting, 
Halloran charged that 
Meng’s father bundled 
$450,000 for her campaign, 
although Meng’s camp has 
not released any informa-
tion on her bundlers. 

“Dan Halloran simply 
makes things up and be-
lieves them as fact,” Finan 
said. “Voters are surely 
disturbed by an elected of-
ficial who is so blinded by 
his racism and misguided 
by his delusions.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) has gotten flak from state Assemblywoman Grace Meng for com-
ments made about ethnicity and Meng’s background.

BY JOE ANUTA

The roving Queens 
peacock was finally caught 
Friday and is back at the 
4-acre farm he calls home 
at John Bowne High School 
in Flushing.

The varicolored bird 
had been on the lam for 
weeks, popping up at vari-
ous places around Kew Gar-
dens Hills. Yet each time the 
authorities were called, the 
wily fowl would elude their 
nets and cages, according 
to school officials and New 
York City Animal Care & 
Control, which confirmed 
the peacock’s capture.

The peacock, which 
does not have a name, 
shares the farm space with 
one other bird in the high 
school, at 63-25 Main St.

School officials were 

confident the peacock 
could survive on its own — 
the birds stay on the farm 
even through the winter — 
but Steven Perry, assistant 
principal of the agriculture 
program at the high school, 
was worried about unnatu-
ral hazards like cars.

Perry said the bird 
would likely be due for a 
wing trimming upon its 
return and that school offi-
cials will be more vigilant 
about clipping its feathers 
in the future to allow the 
bird to escape harm but 
prevent it from flying out of 
the compound.

Wandering peacock captured
after weeks on lam in Flushing

Vallone says one offi cer
patrols all boro parks

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
called the city Parks De-
partment’s current policing 
situation “dangerous” last 
week, saying the depart-
ment must hire more parks 
enforcement patrol officers 
instead of seasonal staff.

“There’s nobody in 
the parks,” Vallone said 
in an interview at the 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ 
offices.

This was the latest call 
by Vallone, chairman of 
the Council Public Safety 

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (r.) speaks with Joe Puello, vice 
president of DC 37 Local 983, in Astoria Park. The councilman has 
called for more city Parks Enforcement Patrol officers in the bor-
ough. Photo courtesy ValloneContinued on Page 56

The peacock 
shares the farm 

space with 
another bird at 
John Bowne HS.
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5Senator revs up campaign
Addabbo runs for re-election as rivals battle for nod in primaries

BY STEVE MOSCO

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said elected officials have 
a unique opportunity to 
bring positive change to the 
communities they serve, 
which is why he is seeking 
re-election to a second term 
in the 15th Senate District.

Awaiting an opponent 
to come out of the Sept. 13 
Republican primary, the 
Democrat addressed issues 
facing the people of his dis-
trict, the borough and the 
state in an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
last week. Addabbo said re-
cent redistricting gave him 
new constituents who de-
serve to have their myriad 
concerns addressed.

“We are always look-
ing at opportunities for job 
creation and job growth,” 
said Addabbo. “The bor-
ough’s biggest opportunity 
for that, I believe, is Re-
sorts World, where we’ve 
only scratched the surface 
of job opportunities and po-
tential.”

Resorts World Casino 
opened last year at Aque-
duct Racetrack in South 

Ozone Park and has since 
been in discussions as a 
site for a new convention 
center in the state. Addab-
bo said that while the gam-
ing giant has not fully met 

its promise to hire locally, 
he believes the operation 
is, and will continue to be, 
a major source of jobs.

The company was re-
cently criticized for not 

achieving the 70 percent 
rate of local hires it had 
promised, but while Add-
abbo was not happy that 
Resorts missed the mark, 
he said there was still much 
room for growth.

“We’re just realiz-
ing the beginning of what 
will be a roughly 30-year 
relationship with Resorts 
World. We can’t just look 
at a snapshot of what they 
are today. We have to look 
at the big picture and real-
ize the potential,” he said, 
referring to a possible 
convention center at the 
site. “The potential for job 
growth there is stronger 
than anywhere else in the 
borough, including Willets 
Point.”

The senator said be-
fore anything is built in the 
industrial area adjacent to 
Citi Field, many environ-
mental studies have to be 
done.

“I can only imagine 
what might be found in that 
soil,” he said. “With Re-
sorts World, if you wanted 
to break ground tomorrow, 
you could.”

Addabbo said a con-

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo explains voters will have a clear choice 
on Election Day in November. Photo by Colin DeVries

Reyes takes case to Republican voters
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Juan Reyes, an attorney and 
longtime Forest Hills resident, said 
if he is elected as a state senator, he 
would focus on growing underdevel-
oped job sectors in New York to bol-
ster employment and attract the coun-
try’s top talent.

“We’ve been blessed in the city 
with having very good finance jobs 
and very few cities really have that,” 
Reyes said at in an interview with 
Times Ledger Newspapers staff at its 
offices. “But there are a lot of other 
jobs that we could be producing, but 
we’re not and that’s a problem.”

He said he would lower taxes on 
some businesses to make it easier for 
them to reinvest and would study oth-
er cities to see how they have stayed 
competitive and adopt similar models 

in New York.
“It’s just one of those incredible 

points in New York history,” he said. 

“There are times where the city could 
have gone one way or another and the 
people in charge were always smart 
enough to evolve and to retain busi-
nesses and this is another time.”

Reyes is running against City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) in the Republican primary, 
which takes place Sept. 13. If he wins, 
he would face Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) in the general elec-
tion in November.

The candidate is vying for the 
15th Senate District, which includes 
Howard Beach, Ozone Park, Glendale, 
Middle Village, Woodhaven, Maspeth 
and parts of South Ozone Park, Rego 
Park, Ridgewood and Sunnyside.

Reyes currently works in the pri-
vate sector for law firm Reed Smith 
LLP, where he specializes in land use 

State Senate hopeful Juan Reyes is vy-
ing for the 15th District seat in the 
Republican primary set for Sept. 13. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

State Sen. Tony Avella casts his vote in Whitestone in 2010, pre-
sumably for himself. 

Pol wants term limits 
amid ethics scandals

BY PHIL CORSO

Following two high-
profile ethnics cases in Al-
bany, a northeast Queens 
lawmaker has renewed his 
push for tougher laws and 
term limits.

In fulfilling a cam-
paign promise to reform 
Albany, Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) introduced leg-
islation in early 2011 that 
would implement term lim-
its for senators and state As-
sembly members. The bill, 
Avella said, would institute 
a maximum of 16 years ser-
vice for state legislators.

“Unfortunately, when 
it comes to Albany, the 
more things change, the 
more they stay the same,” 
Avella said.

In a statement, Avella 
said he would refresh his 
public push for tougher eth-
ics laws and term limits on 
the heels of what he called 
unethical and possibly 
criminal behavior by state 
lawmakers.  Although he 
did not single out any Alba-
ny officials, Avella renewed 
campaign for term limits 
came just days after  Sen. 
Shirley Huntley (D-Jamai-
ca) was charged last month 
with interfering in a state 
probe into an alleged scam 
to swindle nearly $30,000 in 
taxpayer dollars.

Huntley pleaded not 
guilty to tampering with 

physical evidence, falsify-
ing business records and 
conspiracy and could be au-
tomatically removed from 
office with a maximum sen-
tence of four years in jail if 
convicted. The senator was 
also removed from her lead-
ership role as chairwoman 
of the Senate Mental Health 
and Developmental Disabil-
ities Committee.

Within the same week, 
powerful state Assembly-
man Vito Lopez (D-Brook-
lyn) was censured after a 
bipartisan Assembly ethics 
committee concluded that 
there was strong evidence 
that he had sexually ha-
rassed two employees.  He 
is the target of two inves-
tigations and several law-
makers have called on him 
to resign.

Even though he does 
not sit on the Senate Ethics 
Committee, Avella said the 
legislative body has taken 
steps to require more ethi-
cal behavior in Albany.

“While we passed a se-
ries of ethics reforms this 
past legislative session, it is 
clear that more needs to be 
done, including instituting 
term limits,” Avella said.

In June, the Senate 
passed ethics reform leg-
islation, which created the 
Joint Commission on Pub-
lic Ethics to monitor both 
legislative and executive 

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

15TH SENATE DISTRICT RACE
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FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

RegoCenter.com

WE GO TO REGO!

DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY

BUY ONE HERO, 
GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

BY STEVE MOSCO

Elected officials are 
hoping they found a jackpot 
solution to funding some of 
the borough’s foundering 
community programs.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) joined 
dozens of representatives 
from nonprofits and com-
munity groups on the steps 
of Queens Borough Hall to 
rally in support of legisla-
tion to create a new lottery 
scratch-off game with pro-
ceeds strictly dedicated to 
a new Community Grant 
Fund.

“Youth groups, senior 
centers, cultural organiza-
tions and Little Leagues 
provide essential services 
and rely on discretionary 
funding to survive,” said 
Avella. “These groups cer-
tainly are not pork.”

Avella said since 2010, 

the state executive branch 
has eliminated discretion-
ary funds that could be 
used to fund programs in 
legislators’ districts. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has said 
these funds were eliminat-
ed to guard against legisla-
tors funding pet projects — 
or pork.

But Avella said the loss 
of these funds places tre-
mendous financial burden 
on groups relying on sup-
portive funding to provide 
vital services to residents.

“With declining sourc-
es of funding, these groups 
need a dedicated Commu-
nity Grant Fund,” he said.

One group Avella 
cited in particular was the 
Greater Whitestone Tax-
payers Community Center, 
which has been in opera-
tion providing social and 
recreational programs to 
senior citizens for more 
than 25 years. The senator 
said the center would be 

forced to close next year if 
it does not receive any ad-
ditional funding.

That center, along 
with other organizations 
— including the Queens 
County Farm Museum, the 
Poppenhusen Institute in 
College Point and Queens 
Chapter 32 of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, along 
with many others — called 
on the governor to do his 
part to save the city’s fun-
damental institutions.

“Veterans need some 
sort of help from the state,” 
said Paul Narson, presi-
dent of Queens Chapter 32 
of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America. “Gov. Cuomo has 
put the kibosh on our mon-
ey and if we don’t get the 
money already promised to 
us for 2010 and we don’t get 
the money in the 2013 bud-
get, we may have to shut 
down the services we pro-
vide for veterans and their 
families.”

Offi cials propose lotto game 
to aid city nonprofi t funding
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“During their final days, Calvary gave both my mom and dad
the quality of life they deserved.”

“When my dad was suffering from pancreatic cancer, there was only 
one place that could relieve his pain – and ours, as well. Calvary Hospital. 
But dad’s wish was to die at home. And it was granted. Calvary Home 
Hospice provided dad with unrivaled comfort, compassion and love. 
He passed on with dignity and grace, smiling and pain-free, with all 
of us with him. Calvary became part of our family. What could be 
better than that? Well, one year later, after years of dealing with 
severe medical issues, mom, also, needed the same Calvary care. So 
at the end of her life, Calvary’s expert staff was there, once again, 
for all of us. As a daughter whose parents gave her unqualifi ed love 
her entire life, there was no better way to return this love than with 
Calvary’s care. I feel doubly blessed that Calvary was in our lives.”

– Deborah DeGregorio 

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.
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ASSOCIATE’S and BACHELOR’S DEGREES

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

DMX—Digital Media Arts 
212.463.0400 x5588
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www.touro.edu/nyscas

OTHER PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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HONORS TRACKS
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Go Places...

The Road is Open
Go Far...

Manhattan |  Brooklyn |  Queens 

R E G I ST E R  NOW !
Fall 2012 Semester Starts on September 9th

Nobody serves you better.

AC &
HEATING

SALES

reliable
convenient
automatic
delivery

GET THE OIL HEAT 
SERVICE AND 
ENERGY SAVINGS 
YOU WANT 
THIS WINTER.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. DCP-HOD.366. CT Lic. 390819-S1, Nassau Lic. No. H2407280000. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 4510-RP, 45411-RP, PA035150, MD Lic. No. 30490123. HVAC Master Lic. No. 13048. ©2012 Champion Energy. CH_12023

877.844.6868
lewisoil.com

FOREST PARK 
BUDDY MONUMENT

ADOPT 
A PET

A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

A

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

NYC Animal Care & Control & North Shore Animal League America
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CORONA — The NYPD 
was asking for the public’s 
assistance in identifying 
and locating a man wanted 
in connection with the rob-
bery of a Corona bank last 
week.

The man allegedly en-
tered the New York Commer-
cial Bank, on 38-07 Junction 
Blvd., at 4 p.m. Aug. 29 and 
passed a note to a teller de-
manding cash, DCPI said.

Cops identified the sus-
pect as a black man in his 
40s, about 5 feet 7 inches tall and 160 to 180 
pounds with a salt and pepper beard. Cops 
said he was wearing dark, gold-frame, 

aviator-style sunglasses, a red T-shirt over 
a white collared shirt, tan cargo shorts, 
white sneakers and white cotton gloves.

ASTORIA — A 53-year-old man was arrested 
and charged  with possessing a weapons arsenal 
in his apartment, at 20-11 Shore Blvd., the NYPD 
said.

Police said a search warrant of Michael 
Millazzo’s apartment allegedly uncovered sever-
al firearms and ammunition, machetes, knives, 
Tasers, brass knuckles and other weapons.

The NYPD obtained the search warrant af-
ter investigating reports of shots fired into the 
air outside Millazo’s apartment Aug. 26 and iden-
tifying him from video surveillance, cops said .

BLOTTER

“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops need public’s help in hunting down robber

Police describe a bank robbery suspect in Corona as about 5 feet 
7 and between 160 and 180 pounds. Images courtesy NYPD

JOSE LIERENA
Photo courtesy NYPD

NYPD searching for missing boro man, 67

Astoria man had multiple weapons in apt.: Police

FOREST HILLS — The NYPD was seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating a 67-year-old Hispanic Forest 
Hills male.

Police said Jose Lierena, of 66th Avenue, was last seen 
at the Chauncey Street subway station last Thursday at 
about 1:30 p.m. He was described as 5 feet 5 inches tall and 
150 pounds with brown eyes and brown hair, according to 
the NYPD.

He was last seen wearing blue jeans, a blue shirt, a 
brown leather jacket and black shoes, police said.

ELMHURST — A 22-year-old man was 
stabbed in the abdomen after a dispute 
near the corner of 97th Place and 42nd Av-
enue and transported to Elmhurst Hospital 
Sunday, police said.

DCPI said the man was still alive, but 
is likely to die.

Witnesses said around 3 p.m. they saw 
the victim run down the street, bleeding, 
followed a young man in pursuit.

A woman who lived nearby said the 
second man then turned and ran in the op-
posite direction as the victim collapsed in 
the street.

Argument leads to man getting stabbed: Cops
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BREAKING

Stavisky to push for education, job creation if new term is won
BY JOE ANUTA

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
has served six terms in the 
state Legislature following 
a special election in 1999 
and has put education and 
employment at the top of 
her to-do list should she be 
elected for another term in 
November.

“This session has to fo-
cus on the economy and job 
creation,” she said in an in-
terview with TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

Stavisky is running 
against Oakland Gardens 
businessman and lawyer 
John Messer for a seat that 
was redrawn this spring 
to encompass neighbor-
hoods including Flushing, 
Forest Hills, Rego Park, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside.

Stavisky, the rank-
ing member on the Senate 
Committee on Higher Edu-
cation and the author of 13 

bills this term, has made 
passing the state Dream 
Act a legislative priority. 
The law would allow un-
documented youngsters 

living in New York to apply 
for the state’s tuition assis-
tance program. The bill has 
been stymied in the Senate 
and has never been brought 

to a vote.
Stavisky also touted 

the merits of a bill called 
Power for Jobs, which pro-
vided low-cost power to 
about 500 businesses in the 
state as a good way to jump-
start the economy. The law 
was first passed in 1997 and 
renewed on a yearly basis 
by the Legislature, but this 
spring Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo launched an updated 
version of the bill called Re-
charge New York.

The lawmaker also 
supports raising the mini-
mum wage from $7.25 to 
$8.50 and then tie any fur-
ther increases to consumer 
spending, a process she 
contends will expand the 
economy.

Stavisky is not in favor 
of term limits and has said 
on several occasions that 
elections serve the function 
of term limits. She is also 
opposed to charter schools.

On the issue of hydrau-
lic fracturing, Stavisky said 
the state should study the 

process more before lifting 
a ban, although Cuomo is 
soon expected to announce 
whether or not he will al-
low the controversial prac-
tice to release petroleum in 
a select number of upstate 
counties.

The lawmaker hopes 
to encourage more private-
public partnerships like the 
technology campus slated 
for Roosevelt Island, and 
believes the Willets Point 
redevelopment project will 
bring much-needed eco-
nomic activity to the area.

As far as education, 
Stavisky hopes to get back 
the city’s fair share of state 
dollars.

Stavisky often digress-
es from policy questions to 
attack her opponent’s past 
as a registered Republican 
and as the head of a mort-
gage company involved in 
a criminal identity theft 
case. But Stavisky has 
come under fire for several 
issues as well during the 
campaign.

Messer has claimed 
he has documents proving 
Stavisky has never hired a 
staffer of Asian descent in 
more than a decade of rep-
resenting a district that in-
cludes downtown Flushing, 
though the senator denies 
the charges and said she 
hired her first South Asian 
staffer about five years ago, 
with many more coming 
aboard since.

Stavisky also pointed 
out that while the district 
is considered a majority 
Asian seat now, the district 
had a much smaller Asian 
population the way it was 
drawn before.

Messer also contends 
that when discretionary 
funding was still available 
for state legislators, she ne-
glected senior centers that 
serve a large number of 
Asian residents. Stavisky 
denies this charge as well, 
saying that all senior cen-
ters she gave to served the 
Asian population.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Oakland Gardens 

businessman and lawyer 
John Messer is challenging 
incumbent state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) for 
the second time after the 
two faced off in 2010, and he 
is hoping to bring what he 
calls common-sense Demo-
cratic positions to strike a 
balance in Albany.

“We’re losing so much 
revenue because people who 
own businesses are leaving 
the state,” he said in an in-
terview at the TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ offices, where 
he discussed some of his 
legislative priorities.

The husband and fa-
ther of three often laments 
that New York leads the 
country in people ages 25 
to 30 who move from the 
state and do so because of 
the cost of living and doing 
business.

Messer wants to see 

fines and fees slashed for 
small businesses, and for 
larger businesses he would 
like to institute tax credits, 
like jump-starting manu-
facturing operations in the 
state by offering energy 
rate discounts.

The Democrat would 
like to entice technology 
companies to the city and 
state by offering long-term 
tax incentives. Though the 
government would not be 
collecting as much tax rev-
enue, he contends that it 
would benefit New York in 
the long run.

“We didn’t have that 
industry before,” he said. 
“We’ve got to have targeted 
incentives to increase the 
tax base.”

Hydraulic fracturing 
is a hot topic in Albany, 
with Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
expected soon to release 
his plan on whether or not 
to allow it in a few upstate 
counties to tap petroleum 

reserves. Messer is a propo-
nent of a process called liq-
uefied petroleum gas frack-
ing, which proponents tout 
as circumventing many en-
vironmental concerns asso-
ciated with hydrofracking, 
but skeptics contend that 
environmental impacts of 
the process need to be stud-
ied more.

Messer supports ca-

sino gaming in the city, as 
long as it is not located in 
residential areas, and is 
in favor of giving parents 
more education options 
through charter schools, he 
said. He also supports term 
limits.

He considers himself 
an independent Democrat 
and has toyed with the idea 
of aligning himself with 

the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, which 
now consists of four upstate 
senators who claim to fight 
hyper-partisanship in Al-
bany and propose common-
sense solutions.

As evidence that he 
leans farther right than 
many Democrats from 
Queens, Messer has said 
the district does not sup-
port same-sex marriage 
and that he would have op-
posed it if he were in office.

Messer contended that 
the current race is not a 
grudge match between him 
and Stavisky but instead is 
being fought on the issues. 
But he also discussed the 
seat as not only an oppor-
tunity to represent the dis-
trict in Albany, but also to 
take down a political fam-
ily that he said has been in 
power for 46 years, refer-
ring to Stavisky and her 
husband, who represented 
the district before her.

Messer ran against 
Stavisky in 2010 along with 
Lotto millionaire Isaac Sas-
son. Messer finished third.

Stavisky’s camp has 
blasted Messer for his past 
as a registered Republican 
and for his ties to former Re-
publican City Councilman 
Dennis Gallagher, who was 
convicted of sexual assault. 
Stavisky herself has said 
that Messer “deals with 
criminals,” referring to the 
consulting firm hired by 
Messer and associated with 
Gallagher.

But Messer dismissed 
the barbs as “distracting 
techniques” on the part of 
her campaign.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky stands in front of maps of the district at 
her campaign office. Photo by Joe Anuta

Messer seeks Albany solutions founded upon common sense

John Messer discusses aspects of his platform in the race for 
state Senate. Photo by Colin DeVries

Elections 2012 2012
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DANCING DREAMS BECOME REALITY AT LANDRUM

11-02 Clintonville Street, Whitestone

Giving you the same excellent quality of dance instruction 
you have come to expect from us since 1948

Incredible staff, award-winning choreography, 
private lessons available!

Spacious classrooms and small 
classroom ratios - more attention per child!  

Classes offered in ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical, modern, hip hop, musical 
theater, acrobatics, ballet/tap, jazz/tap combos and ALL boy classes!

NEW classes offered in petite pointe, junior contemporary, hip hop/tap, 
jazz/tap, ethnic jazz (bollywood), baby boogie, creative movement, 

ballroom jazz and musical theater for boys! 
Inquire about becoming a member of our ALL STAR COMPETITION TEAM!
All beginners as well as dancers with prior experience are welcome! 

Incredible end of the year recital!
NEW ALL STAR PRE-COMPETITIVE TEAM 

All boys classes 50% OFF (excluding company classes)

Our 65th 
Anniversary Year
Queens oldest and fi nest 

dance studio

REGISTRATION DATES
2012/2013 SEASON

718-767-9787

Landrum
School of Dance

Come Dance With Us And Have A BLAST!!

5 Rockettes
4 dancers on Broadway

4 dancers in Vegas
6 dancers on cruise ships
2 Hollywood producers

2 New York City casting directors
3 actresses in the movies

2 on television
75 graduates to attend college for dance

100’s of scholarship and title winners

WE PRODUCE WINNERS

When You Need To Protect The Things
 You Have Worked Hard For!

Securities offered through Nationwide Securities, LLC., member FINRA, SIPC, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services, LLC. in AR, FL, IL, NY, 
TX and WV. Representative of Nationwide Life Insurance Company, affiliated companies and other companies. Representatives of Nation-
wide Securities, LLC . may only conduct business with residents of the states in which it is properly licensed and/or registered. Please note 

that not all of the products and services that may be mentioned are available in every state.

We’re Always On Your Side

THE VAGLICA AGENCY
718-938-0861 Toll Free: 855-835-5516

Email: vaglicn@nationwide.com 
www.nationwide.com/nickv

HOME AUTO LIFE

CONDO/RENTER POWER SPORTS BUSINESS

NICK VAGLICA, Agent
BY STEVE MOSCO

Parents and students 
are still calling for an en-
core in the career of a be-
loved drama teacher.

After theater teacher 
Evan Behlivanis, 31, was 
told in late July that his po-
sition at PS/IS 119 in Glen-
dale was being eliminated 
due to budget constraints, 
supporters mobilized and 
rallied to try to save his 
job.

Behlivanis was not 
fired, but instead he was 
excessed — or placed in a 
pool of teachers to get sub-
stitute jobs, according to a 
school official.

The city Department 
of Education said the pro-
cess of excessing teachers 
is based on seniority and 
is done at the principal’s 
discretion. A DOE spokes-
woman said teachers who 
are excessed do not lose 

their jobs and can look for 
work within the city’s edu-
cation system.

Students created a Fa-
cebook page to try to save 
Behlivanis’ position at the 
school in mid-August — the 
page currently boasts more 
than 500 members. Close 
to 50 students sat in on the 
first Community Educa-

tion Council 24 meeting of 
the school year Aug. 28 to 
protest the move.

According to the Fa-
cebook page, students and 
parents plan to keep attend-
ing the weekly meetings.

The school’s principal 
could not be reached for 
comment.

Students cause drama over 
dismissal of popular teacher

Students and parents rally while a drama teacher’s job remains 
in limbo.
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
(718) 260-4545

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

COLIN DEVRIES
Managing Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk
Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley
Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Photo Editor: Christina Santucci 
Reporters: Rebecca Henely, Joe 
Anuta, Rich Bockmann, Phil Corso, 
Steve Mosco
Layout: Rod Ivey
Designer: Charlotte Carter
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, P.J. Smith, Ken 
Maldonado

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Joan Brown Wettingfeld,
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, Suzanne 
Parker, Ronald B. Hellman, 
William Lewis, Bob Friedrich

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse

Nonprofi ts need funds from lottery

S
tate Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has in-
troduced Senate Bills 
S.7276 and S.7335, 

which will create a new 
lottery scratch-off game, 
whose proceeds would be 
dedicated to a new commu-
nity grant fund. According 
to the senator, this fund will 
benefit community groups 
administering educational, 
recreational, cultural, se-
nior or veterans programs 
and those groups providing 
volunteer ambulance ser-

vices in our state.
This would be a big 

help to nonprofits all over 
the state who have suf-
fered over the last three 
years because of the loss of 
state funding. In northeast 
Queens, vital community 
organizations like the Al-
ley Pond Environmental 
Center, the Poppenhusen 
Institute, the Bayside His-
torical Society, the Queens 
Historical Society, the 
Queens Botanical Garden 
and the Queens Farm Mu-

seum would receive much-
needed financial support 
to continue their important 
work and educational pro-
grams.

In addition, our great 
volunteer community am-
bulance services would re-
ceive financial aid.

As a community and 
civic person, I applaud this 
innovative and creative ap-
proach sponsored by Avel-
la. I also thank community 
leader James Trent, whose 
idea to use this kind of 

lottery-generated money 
to sustain nonprofits has 
helped to lead to Avella’s 
proposals.

We all need to encour-
age the enactment of this 
legislation. Our nonprofits 
cannot continue their im-
portant work without fund-
ing.

Call your elected offi-
cials to show your support 
for Avella’s legislation.

Henry Euler
Bayside

THE SANITATION 
HAMMER

Law-abiding Queens residents are getting slammed 
by the city Sanitation Department for the harmless offense 
of putting their trash bins on the curb too early in the day 
before the scheduled pickup.

Homeowners said they were shocked when they found 
tickets fining them $100 for putting their trash out too ear-
ly. Rose — not her real name — one of the victims of the 
Sanitation police in College Point, is furious. Her husband 
said she pays more attention to the recycling rules than 
anyone on the block, separating paper, cans and glass.

Apparently Sanitation Commissioner John Doherty 
never heard of the concept that the punishment should fit 
the crime. The thought of the city trying to balance the 
budget by sending out Sanitation police to beat up honest 
taxpayers is beyond annoying: It is an abuse of govern-
mental power.

State Sen. Tony Avella says the department regula-
tion prohibiting people from placing their trash bins on the 
curb earlier than 5 p.m. the day before collection or earlier 
than 4 p.m. from October to April never went through the 
mandated process required by a city law.

Avella says the city Administrative Procedure Act 
requires the public to be given a chance to comment on 
proposed rules and that adopted rules must be published 
in the Compilation of City Rules and the City Record. The 
senator said the department regulation did not meet those 
requirements.

He wants a judge to require the department to stop en-
forcing the regulation and refund all the paid fines.

The department argues that trash put out to the curb 
too early can cause litter and attract animals. It said it is 
reasonably enforcing the statute, which it said is not in 
violation of city law.

We don’t know if Avella is right, but it doesn’t take a 
scholar to see that this fine is excessive. It alienates a de-
partment that works hard to keep the city clean from the 
people it serves.

If this is not a money-making scheme but an effort to 
address a real problem, then the department should work 
with the community boards to educate the public about the 
rules.

Today the commissioner makes a good salary, but not 
that long ago he was a working stiff. He should remember 
how much $100 means to the average Queens family.
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Queens resident worthy of award
An open letter to the 

Briarwood Community As-
sociation:

O
n behalf of my 
friends and neigh-
bors in Briarwood, I 
would like to nomi-

nate Xu Sheng Wang as the 
2012 Merchant of the Year 
in view of her remarkable 
business contributions to 
the Briarwood community.

Wang, a Chinese-
American immigrant from 
the Mandarin adminis-
trative district in Fujian, 
China, has exemplified 
the qualities of the Ameri-
can Dreamer: innovation, 
self-reliance, weekly hard 
work, tenacity and com-
passion for her restaurant 

patrons in Chiu’s Garden, 
where she perfected her as-
pirations as a restaurateur.

The recipient of the 
coveted Top 100 Chinese 
Restaurant Award of the 
Chinese Restaurant News, 
Wang has now embarked 
upon another business in 
Briarwood — Briarwood 
Wines and Liquors — pres-
ently undergoing major 
renovations and offering, 
as always, the best in ser-
vice and prices. Wang is 
fluent in English, Spanish 
and Chinese to meet the 
needs of our multi-ethnic 
community.

Wang has enhanced 
the quality of life of the 
Briarwood community for 

the past 18 years. Since 
she has graced Briarwood 
with her entrepreneurial 
excellence, wit, charm and 
beauty, Wang is worthy of 
the 2012 Merchant of the 
Year Award.

I am pleased to nomi-
nate Wang. She is an ex-
emplar of the work ethic of 
America and, in her own 
sphere of influence, an am-
bassador of China. We are 
grateful to her for dream-
ing the American Dream in 
one small step for a woman, 
and for aspiring toward Si-
no-American peace in one 
giant step for mankind.

Joseph N. Manago
Briarwood

Put soccer stadium at Willets Pt.

C
oncerning Willets 
Point, wouldn’t it be 
easier on everyone 
if the city put an in-

ternational soccer stadium 
there?

A soccer stadium 
belongs there because it 
would be a perfect match 
for all the neighbors.

Everyone would be 
happy — even the owners of 

the property the developers 
are trying to take.

Barbara Franco
Oakland Gardens

Believe forecasts with grain of salt

A
s the summer of 
2012 begins to wind 
down, some weather 
forecasting firms 

are already predicting that 
this coming winter will be 
a cold and snowy one in 
the northeastern United 
States.

It is too early to make 
any prediction with such 
accuracy, and weather ex-
perts should tone down 
the hype — that is what 
they are famous for do-

ing. It seems that weather 
forecasters like to sound 
unnecessary alarm bells 
before any potential major 
weather events.

While this may be OK 
to do if it is obvious that 
there will be a major weath-
er occurrence that will 
affect millions of people, 
most of the time dire weath-
er predictions do not ever 
materialize and all that un-
necessary hype just causes 
people a lot of unnecessary 

stress and aggravation.
Until I see the snow 

coming down this winter, I 
will not give any credence 
to these advanced, hyped 
weather predictions about 
this upcoming winter. 
Weather forecasters cannot 
even get it right for a three-
to-five-day forecast, so who 
will actually believe their 
long-range forecasts?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION
A story on a Corona man who kept 3 million bees at his residence in the Aug. 30-Sept. 5 edition 
of TimesLedger Newspapers should have said the bees were taken to various places after being 
removed.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Abolish the fi ve boro presidents

A
s imprudent as it 
was to have cherry 
trees chopped down 
in the courtyard of 

Queens Borough Hall, it 
is even more imprudent to 
spend $17 million in dif-
ficult economic times on 
an atrium project (“Boro 
Hall stripped of woods,” 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
Aug. 16-22).

There can be no jus-
tification for this useless 
project, which will not 

serve a public need in any 
way. This taxpayer debacle 
clearly rests with Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 
egoism. When the old city 
Board of Estimate was cor-
rectly declared unconsti-
tutional and abolished, the 
borough president offices 
were stripped of any legis-
lative power and became 
nothing more than useless 
political patronage mills.

Because of term limits, 
they will now become the 

musical chairs dumping 
ground for politicians term 
limited out of office.

People should give 
serious thought to abolish-
ing the offices of borough 
president and the tens of 
millions of dollars wasted 
on the offices should be 
spent on worthwhile public 
needs.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Job growth not worth fracking

L
ately, it seems that 
each day we are get-
ting more informa-
tion about the dangers 

of hydraulic fracturing, or 
hydrofracking.

This process by which 
toxic chemicals are used 
to break apart rock and 
release the natural gas con-
tained within poses a criti-
cal threat to our drinking 
water and the scenery of 

New York and, according 
to some studies, may even 
cause earthquakes.

Of course, the gas com-
panies are chomping at 
the bit to get started blast-
ing away in western and 
upstate New York. I am for 
any project that will bring 
jobs to our state, but we do 
not know enough about the 
dangers of hydrofracking 
to use it.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
has repeatedly called for 
a moratorium on this pro-
cess, one which I believe 
must be implemented. A 
few years of job growth are 
not worth an eternity of 
ruined landscapes and poi-
soned drinking water.

Tammy Osherov
Fresh Meadows
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

ame-sex marriage 
was legalized by the 
state Legislature 
a year ago and, al-

though controversial to 
many, it is now law. City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) have 
been leading advocates in 
the lesbian, bisexual, gay 
and transgender move-
ment.

There is nothing 
wrong with that, of course, 
but when these two leaders 
use their positions to push 
that agenda by seeking the 

ouster of a legitimate busi-
ness simply because its 
owner does not share their 
views, their actions are 
wrong and reprehensible.

Case in point is a letter 
to the editor from Dromm 
that recently appeared in 
local and citywide papers, 
in which he attempts to 
pressure New York Uni-
versity to divest itself of its 
Chick-fil-A restaurant fran-
chise tenant. Quinn did the 
same with an official let-
ter on Council stationery 
to the president of NYU. 
With youth unemployment 
exceeding 20 percent, why 
are these politicians using 
their official positions to 
harm small businesses and 
killing badly needed jobs?

What started the po-
litical furor was Chick-fil-
A CEO Dan Cathy saying, 
“We are very much sup-
portive of the family — 

the biblical definition of 
the family unit. We are a 
family-owned business, a 
family-led business and we 
are married to our first 
wives. We give God thanks 
for that.”

This is a point of view 
within the mainstream of 
public opinion in the United 
States. Dromm and Quinn’s 
reasoning seems to be that 
because Cathy espouses 
marriage as defined by 
traditional religious teach-
ings — between a man and 
a woman — that he should 
not be permitted to operate 
his business in New York 
City.

Ironically, his position 
is the same one President 
Barack Obama shared up 
until May, when in an ABC 
interview Obama said he 
had evolved his position. 
In fact, when running for 
the U.S. Senate, he publicly 

stated his Christian belief 
was that marriage was be-
tween a man and a woman.

I do not recall Dromm 
or Quinn publicly excoriat-
ing Obama over the years 
for having shared similar 
beliefs to that of Cathy, and 
that same view is held by 
many religious denomi-
nations. Will Dromm and 
Quinn next urge the city 
to divest itself of business 
contracts it has with the 
Catholic Church or call 
for revocation of property 

tax exemptions provided 
to these religious institu-
tions?

Politicians like Dromm 
and Quinn often preach tol-
erance, but their actions 
exemplify an unwavering 
intolerance for those with 
opposing views. It is regret-
table that they have chosen 
the road of coercion rather 
than persuasion and resort 
to intimidation rather than 
elucidation. Elected offi-
cials have a responsibility 
to their constituents to fos-
ter open discussion and de-
bate so individuals or even 
Chick-fil-A patrons can de-
cide for themselves wheth-
er they wish to continue 
eating at that restaurant.

New York has always 
been a melting pot of di-
versity, expression and 
opinion. It would be a sad 
day if we began to exclude 
companies from doing busi-

ness here based on the per-
sonal or religious beliefs of 
the companies’ owners. We 
slide down a slippery slope 
when politicians become 
our thought police and re-
quire a litmus test before 
allowing small businesses 
to operate.

Intolerance by LGBT 
advocates is just as wrong-
headed as intolerance by 
others. Teaching by exam-
ple is a powerful force and, 
unfortunately, some of our 
local politicians have lost 
their moral footing by de-
nying the same tolerance 
they have championed over 
the years for others.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op.

Pols have no right to say which biz should operate in city

■

On Point
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62-61 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park NY 11374

Teaching Ballroom, Latin, & Nightclub for over 40 years!
Swing, Cha Cha, Fox Trot, Rumba, Hustle, Tango, Merengue, Salsa, and more!

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

(718) 478-5910

For More Information or to View Videos, Photos & More Visit:

Children & Teens: Ballet, Hip Hop, Creative Movement, Ballroom & Latin

Adults: Argentine Tango, Bachata, Cumbia, Salsa, Ballroom & Latin
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Marshall snubbed during JetBlue’s sign lighting
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
As JetBlue lit its new, 

40-foot sign at its headquar-
ters at Queens Plaza last 
week, Borough President 
Helen Marshall was in-
censed she did not get the 
chance to speak at the po-
dium before the otherwise 
celebratory event.

The borough president 
declined to make an official 
statement on being snubbed 
but was visibly upset and 
angry afterward.

When asked why 
Marshall was passed over 
as she stood on stage, a 
JetBlue spokeswoman re-
sponded in an e-mail, “We 
are delighted that the bor-
ough president once again 
showed her strong support 
for JetBlue and our growth 
in Queens and we are very 
appreciative of her being 
with us last night.”

Dan Andrews, spokes-
man for the borough presi-
dent, said there was a 
miscommunication with 
JetBlue about the event, 

which had led to Marshall 
not being asked to speak.

“We did not realize 
she was going to be on the 
stage,” Andrews said.

Marshall had praised 
the company in a statement 
written before the ceremo-
ny.

“The lighting of this 
sign tonight is just the lat-
est sign that JetBlue is go-
ing to continue to grow and 
prosper here in Queens, 
where they have been a 
good neighbor and provided 
jobs, opportunities and eco-
nomic growth,” she said.

The borough president 
was one of many officials 
who were gathered at the 
podium the evening of Aug. 
29 to flip a giant switch that 
turned on JetBlue’s 40-foot 
backlit sign on the roof of 
the Brewster Building, at 
27-01 Queens Plaza North 
in Long Island City. The 
speakers included Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, U.S. 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.) and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-

Sunnyside) as well as Jet-
Blue executives.

Marshall has been 
a big booster of JetBlue’s 
decision to relocate from 
Forest Hills to Long Island 
City.

 As the sign changed 
from blue during the day to 
a lit white at night, Frank 
Sinatra’s “New York, New 
York” began to play.

“It’s a great day for a 
company when it sees its 
name written in lights,” 
Bloomberg said.

JetBlue moved into the 
Brewster Building, once 
the home of the Brewster 
car and aviation manufac-
turer, in April. The long-
anticipated move to Long 
Island City was considered 
a boon for the borough as 

the company, which em-
ploys 1,000 people in its 
corporate office, was con-
sidering a move to Florida. 
While Community Board 
2 originally voted against 
it, JetBlue’s sign was ap-
proved through a zoning 
amendment the Council 
passed in May.

JetBlue CEO Dave 
Barger said the company 

was bringing a resurgence 
in aviation to New York, 
which was once the head-
quarters of companies like 
American Airlines, Pan 
Am and Trans World Air-
lines. He said the sign is 
a way for the company to 
mark its place in the New 
York City skyline.

“It’s just been terrific 
the support that we’ve seen 
to maintain our presence 
in Long Island City,” Barg-
er said.

Schumer, who was in-
strumental in getting the 
airline company its first 
slots at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, 
thanked the company for 
staying in the city.

Van Bramer said Jet-
Blue’s presence was a cru-
cial part of all the growth 
going on in the neighbor-
hood and the district.

“We look forward to so 
many more good days like 
this as Long Island City 
transforms before your 
very eyes,” he said.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) praises airline company JetBlue on its new sign on top of the build-
ing where it is housed in Long Island City. He is joined by JetBlue CEO Dave Barger (second from 
l.-r.), Sen. Charles Schumer, Borough President Helen Marshall and Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

flooding and sewer backups in 
the surrounding area.

The project also included 
the replacement of a 2,400-foot 
section of a water distribution 
main. DEP officials said the 
new water main will improve 
reliability by minimizing ser-
vice disruption to consumers 
during any future water main 
work and service shutdowns.

Funded by the DEP and 
the DDC, the project installed 
new storm sewer lines at 10th 
Street between 62nd Drive and 
64th Road, 62nd Drive between 
108th and 112th streets, 112th 
Street between Horace Harding 
Expressway and 63rd Avenue, 
108th Street between 62nd Road 
and 62nd Drive, Colonial Av-
enue between Horace Harding 
Expressway and 62nd Drive, 
62nd Drive between 108th and 
112th streets and 110th Street 
between 62nd Drive and 63rd 
Avenue.

Carter Strickland, the DEP 
commissioner, said this capi-
tal infrastructure upgrade is 

one of 217 similar projects in 
Queens that are either under 
construction now or are in the 
planning and design phase. In-
vesting in water distribution 
and sewer infrastructure is a 
central part of DEP’s upcoming 
capital plan.

“Over the next decade we 
will invest more than half a bil-
lion dollars to make improve-
ments to sewer infrastructure 
in Queens,” said Strickland. 
“The more than 200 projects 
we have in the works will help 
better manage storm water 
throughout Queens and signifi-
cantly reduce combined sewer 
overflow, sewer backups and 
street flooding.”

In Queens, the DEP execu-
tive budget includes $921 mil-
lion of capital investments from 
fiscal year 2012 through 2021,  
including $612 million for sew-
ers, of which $205 million will 
fund high-level storm sewers 
to keep storm water out of the 
combined sewer system, help-
ing to prevent combined sewer 
overflows and backups.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Sewer
contributions total $1,000, com-
ing from the K&M Improvement 
Corp. and Martin Associations 
Inc., both based in Garden City, 
L.I.

He also received a $7,500 do-
nation from Friends for the Elec-
tion of Dean Skelos and Ulrich’s 
representative also confirmed 
that the Republican State Sen-
ate Committee donated $250,000 
to the campaign, which was in-
cluded as part of Ulrich’s opening 
balance.

Many individual contribu-
tors to Ulrich’s campaign come 
from outside Queens, includ-
ing the Bronx and Nassau and 
Westchester counties. He received 
$550 from Queens individual 
donors, plus another $200 from 
a Flushing-based partnership 

contributor. In total, he received 
$11,900 from individual and part-
nership donations.

According to campaign fi-
nance records, Ulrich hired Mi-
chael Michel, president of Christ 
the King High School, for $10,000 
as a consultant to run a month-
long petition operation.

He also hired Margaret Og-
nibene, wife of former Republican 
Councilman Thomas Ognibene, 
as the campaign treasurer. Ul-
rich’s spokeswoman said her 
weekly pay is $1,500 and cam-
paign records show she has been 
paid a total of $4,393 divided into 
two payments.

He also paid $3,803 to the 
Multi Media in Whitestone, affili-
ated with the Queens Tribune, for 
printing office supplies, including 
letterhead and envelopes.

Juan Reyes has received $600 
from corporate donations, includ-
ing a $500 contribution from the 

Trinity Realty Group and $100 
from the Highbridge Development 
BR, LLC.

The majority of the money 
he raised came from individual 
contributions at $9,200. All of the 
contributions he received from 
Queens came from individuals 
living in Forest Hill at $2,075. He 
raised $2,925 from contributors 
who live in Manhattan, and a sin-
gle contribution from one person 
living in the Bronx. He also had a 
few contributions from individu-
als who live as far away as Florida 
and Arizona, with those totaling 
$500.

Reyes has spent $8,929 on 
consulting fees, with most of 
that going to consultant Gerry 
O’Brien. Reyes also spent a large 
sum of money on petitions at 
$3,965. He also has spent $1,254 on 
fund-raisers.

Continued from Page 2

Ulrich

learning the clarinet, students 
will finally have the proper fa-
cilities in smaller class sizes for 

a well-rounded education,” said 
Crowley. “I was proud to work 
with the Department of Education 
and the Middle Village communi-
ty to get this project started.”

Crowley said the community 
had been neglected by numerous 

city agencies for years, denying 
critical improvement projects. 
The councilwoman said she will 
continue to push the city Depart-
ment of Design and Construction 
to completely renovate the area’s 
roadways and sewer lines.

Continued from Page 2

Schools
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PRIMARY DAY
THURSDAY
SEPT. 13th

A NEW
GENERATION
OF LEADERSHIP

“just remembering all the 
good times that I’ve had 
with him.”

Fernandez, of Wood-
side, died Friday after 
sticking his head through 
the escape hatch of a dou-
ble-decker party bus and 
hitting the underside of an 
underpass, according to 
the Port Authority.

The Designer Limou-
sines bus was on its way 
from St. Francis Prep in 
Fresh Meadows to a Sweet 
16 party in Garfield, N.J., 
with 65 students on board, 
said Port Authority spokes-
man Steve Coleman. News 
reports said the students 
were dancing on the bus 
and a security guard had 
repeatedly told them to 
stay away from the escape 
hatch. When the security 
guard went to the first level 
to tell the driver it was get-
ting too hot a few short min-
utes later, he heard scream-
ing from upstairs, the New 
York Post reported.

Coleman said the dou-

ble-decker bus was headed 
for Route 95 near Fort 
Lee, N.J., when Fernandez 
struck his head against the 
underside of the Fletcher 
Avenue overpass at 6:30 
p.m.He was taken to Hack-
ensack University Medical 
Center where he was pro-
nounced dead, Coleman 
said.

Bergen County, N.J., 
prosecutors will make a de-
termination about whether 
any charges will be filed, 
he  said.

The St. Francis Prep 
school community also 
gathered to grieve and 
reach out to each other for 
comfort at a candlelit vigil 
held at the Fresh Meadows 
Catholic school Saturday 
night.

Following a private 
service inside the school’s 

chapel, teenagers proceed-
ed to the corner of Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Hor-
ace Harding Expressway, 
where they placed lit can-
dles in front of a statue of 
the school’s patron saint.

As prayers were said, 
several students began to 
sob loudly.

Mourning friends and 
fellow classmates recalled 
a good-humored teenager 
who got along with every-
one.

Madden McDonagh, 
16, who went to Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic School with 
Fernandez from fifth- to 
eighth-grade, said he was 

always kidding around 
and, despite initially being 
a newcomer to the school, 
was instantly accepted by 
his peers, which she said 
was uncommon.

She brought a picture 
of Fernandez at the eighth-
grade prom with the words 
“His life was a gift taken 
too soon” written on it.

“I still can’t believe it,” 
McDonagh said. “I’m just 
shocked .... I would never 
have expected something 
like this to happen.”

Natasha Narine, 36, 
a parent of a 16-year-old at 
the school, said her daugh-
ter had a locker next to 
Fernandez’s through 10th-
grade and knew him for 
about two years.

“She’s a little trauma-
tized,” she said. “All I can 
do is give some comfort.”

“I didn’t know Dan-
iel’s parents, but I can just 
imagine,” she added. “My 
heart goes out to them.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1

Accident

Sixteen-year-old Daniel 
Fernandez was killed after 
sticking his head through an 
emergency hatch in a party 
bus.

Teenagers weep as prayers are said during a vigil for St. Francis Preparatory student Daniel 
Fernandez.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

®

Dr. Marc Sherman
CARDIOLOGIST

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

Cardiology Consult• 
EKG• 
Echo• 

Stress Echo• 
Nuclear Stress Test• 

Carotid Doppler Study• 
Vascular Doppler Including Aorta, Renal, • 

Venus, and Peripheral Artery
HOSPITAL AFFILIATIONS:

NYU Medical Center• 
St. John’s Hospital• 
St. Luke’s Hospital• 

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Marc Sherman

Learn more at: www.doccareny.com
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Summer is Over
The leaves may be falling but FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, 

your synagogue, is still offering Opportunities for you! 

SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SEPTEMBER 2012 EVENTS
Saturday, 9/08 Tot Shabbat ...................................................................10:00 a.m.
 S’lichot ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 9/09 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education Program ...................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/11 FSF at Citi Field........................................................7:00 to 10:30
 Call the Offi ce for Info

Friday, 9/14 Shabbat Evening Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.
 High Holy Day Melodies at Oneg

Sunday, 9/16 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education......................................................... 10:30 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Eve Service ..........................8:00 p.m.

Monday, 9/17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/18 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service ................. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, 9/23 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Religious School .......................................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/25 Yom Kippur Evening Service ........................8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/26 Yom Kippur Services ................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Please See Schedule Below

Sunday, 9/30 Sukkah Raising Party .................................. 12:00 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sat., Sept. 8 Havdalah & S’lichot ....................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 16 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service ..................8:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 2nd Day R.H. Informal Service ................... 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Sept. 25 Kol Nidre Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 26 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................... 10:00 a.m.
 Children’s Service .......................................... 1:00 p.m.
 Afternoon Service .........................................2:00 p.m.
 Memorial/Yizkor Service .............................. 4:15 p.m.
 N’ilah Service ................................................. 5:00 p.m.

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

To purchase High Holy Day tickets call 718-961-0030
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BY JOE ANUTA

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg visited a Flush-
ing recreation center Tues-
day to give the latest push 
to his proposed ban on 
large sugary drinks.

Standing alongside 
the mayor at the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center, at 131-
40 Fowler Ave., a Laurelton 
woman who lost 91 pounds 
by sticking to a diet and 
drastically reducing the 
amount of sugary beverag-
es she would consume in a 
day. The woman described 
a diet consisting of coffee 
with 25 sugar packets and 
sugary drinks consumed 
with meals, snacks and in-
between.

“I realized those were 
not the best choices for me 
and my family, so I decided 
to make a change,” said Ra-
chelle Conley, a mother of 
three and a member of the 

national weight-loss pro-
gram Weight Watchers.

Conley specifically 
said cutting the sugary bev-
erages out of her diet helped 
her shed the pounds.

Critics have painted 
the mayor’s proposal, 
which is set to be voted on 
by the city Board of Health 
Sept. 13, as an infringe-
ment on consumers’ rights 
and another example of the 
expanding regulation of a 
“nanny state.”

But Bloomberg shot 
back that the ban would 
not deny anyone’s right to 
drink as much soda or sug-
ary beverages as he or she 
wanted.  It would only cause 
them to realize how much 
they are drinking through 
portion control, which he 
contended beverage manu-
factures are in charge of at 
the moment.

“They decide what is 
appropriate for you based 

on what’s good for them,” 
Bloomberg said. “We’re 
trying to decide what’s ap-
propriate for you based on 
what’s good for you.”

The mayor cited stud-
ies that show humans of-
ten eat whatever portion of 
food is put in front of them. 
If the portions are larger or 
smaller, consumers clear 
their plates regardless, the 
mayor said.

Bloomberg was joined 
by Thomas Farley, the city 
health commissioner, who 
said the serving size of so-
das has increased drasti-
cally since the 1960s and 
that “supersize portions 
have become the norm.”

And those sizes have 
brought obesity and diabe-
tes with them, the mayor 
contended, which not only 
leads to death but also costs 
taxpayers money as hospi-
tals bear the burden of in-
creased disease.

BY REBECCA HENELY

The executive director for the Sunny-
side Shines Business Improvement District 
has handed in his resignation and will 
leave the position Sept. 14, the chairman of 
the BID’s board of directors said.

Chairman John Vogt said Executive 
Director James Bray, who has recently 
moved near Edison, N.J., had decided to 
leave the position in part due to the gruel-
ing commute to Sunnyside.

“He just thought it was time for him 
to move on to something else,” Vogt said. 
“Hate to see him go, though, because he 
was definitely an asset.”

Bray had been hired as executive di-
rector for the BID in 2010, although his 
college majors — marketing and computer 
science — were not an exact match for the 
job.

“Even when we hired him we thought 
we’d get about two years,” Vogt said.

He said the BID has been getting mul-
tiple applications for a new executive di-
rector and they will be going through them 
soon.

The Sunnyside Shines BID, whose of-

fices are at 45-56 43rd St., was signed into 
law in 2007 but officially kicked off in 2008. 
The BID’s borders include Queens Bou-
levard from 38th to 49th streets, Green-
point Avenue from 43rd to 48th streets and 
Roosevelt Avenue between 48th and 49th 
streets.

Vogt, who is the regional director for 
the fast food chain White Castle and runs 
the restaurant at 43-02 Queens Blvd., said 
the BID’s original mission was to keep the 
commercial districts in the neighborhood 
clean and near 100 percent occupancy.

Since then the BID has also done some 
beautification in the neighborhood, like 
hanging up flowers on the district’s light 
poles and putting up lights for the win-
ter holiday season, but it also runs many 
events on the commercial strip.

One of its most popular is the Bix 
Beiderbecke Memorial Jazz Concert, held 
every August on 46th Street in honor of 
the native 1920s jazz musician. The BID’s 
next event will be the third annual Taste of 
Sunnyside, a showcase for restaurants in 
the neighborhood to be held Oct. 15 at Sun-
nyside Community Services, at 43-31 39th 
St.

Sunnyside BID’s director 
turns in his resignation

Bloomberg pushes soda ban 
with help from boro woman
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The best of everything... Remember – Your child is PRECIOUS!
New York State certified licensed teachers
Licensed by NYC DOE & Bureau of Day Care
Fabulous appointed class rooms and infant / toddler
Fully-secured premises
Full and half-day programs available

Extended working hours: 7:00 am - 6 pm
Private bus service available for nursery school 
and after-school children
NEW private tutoring available 6 to 10 year olds
We accept ACD vouchers and the Begin Program
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Indictments, mud-

slinging and insurgent can-
didates have all made for an 
eventful primary season in 
New York, where hopefuls 
battled over state issues to 
try and move on to the gen-
eral election in November.

The primaries for the 
Democratic, Republican 
and Independence parties 
will be over Sept. 13, when 
Queens voters are set to go 
to the polls.

State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D-Jamaica) is 
involved in a primary 
challenge from City Coun-
cilman James Sanders 
Jr. (D-Laurelton) and Far 
Rockaway resident Gian 
Jones, although she faces 
criminal charges.

Huntley grabbed head-
lines after she was indicted 

on charges of covering up a 
state investigation into the 
people running her non-
profit, which included her 
niece, after they allegedly 

misappropriated  taxpayer 
dollars, according to state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman.

Shortly afterward, 

Sanders and Jones called 
on Huntley, who pleaded 
not guilty, to drop out of the 
race and resign from office, 
but the three-term law-

maker indicated in a state-
ment that she will fight the 
charges.

A race marked by 
negative statements and 
accusations took shape 
in Flushing, where busi-
nessman and lawyer John 
Messer is taking on incum-
bent Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) for the second 
time after their first 2010 
matchup. Each is raising 
questions about the others’ 
integrity, with Messer call-
ing into question Stavisky’s 
record in the community 
and Stavisky taking shots 
at Messer’s past political 
affiliations.

Both have pledged 
to work on restarting the 
state’s economy through 
helping small businesses, 
but they differ on a few 
policy issues. For example, 
Messer supports charter 

schools while Stavisky op-
poses them.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), a pow-
erful Republican insurgent 
who has crossed swords 
with the county party but 
has received support and 
$10,000 from Senate Ma-
jority Leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Rockville Centre), is in-
volved in a primary for a 
Senate seat stretching from 
Far Rockaway through 
Howard Beach and Ozone 
Park up to Forest Hills, 
Glendale and Middle Vil-
lage.

His primary challeng-
er is county-backed lawyer 
Juan Reyes.

Ulrich is also facing 
a primary on the Indepen-
dence line from lawyer Jo-
seph Tiraco, but political 
insiders are waiting to see, 

Lively boro primaries enter fi nal stretch

In the wake of State Sen. Shirley Huntley’s (l.) indictment, her opponent City Councilman James 
Sanders Jr. (D-Laurelton) has called for her drop out of the race.

Boro’s South Asian candidates still absent from ballots
Continued on Page 26

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Despite redistricting 

victories earlier this year 
that concentrated the vot-
ing powers of South Asian 
Americans in Queens in 
ways they had never been 
before, when voters go to 
the polls next week they 
will find no South Asian 
ethnic candidate on the bal-
lot for either state Assem-
bly, state Senate or district 
leader.

This is despite the fact 
that the highest concentra-
tions of the city’s South 
Asian population — one 
count puts it at 62 percent 
— exists in Queens in a 

large swath stretching from 
Richmond Hill and South 
Ozone Park to Queens Vil-
lage and areas of Flushing, 
Rego Park and Jackson 
Heights.

In fact, the U.S. cen-
sus put the Queens South 
Asian population hailing 
from countries like Bangla-
desh, India, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka at such a high 
level that the city was re-
quired to provide addition-
al Asian-language ballots 
in those neighborhoods for 
the November general elec-
tion. Bengali was chosen as 
the language.

“We began a few years 
ago to look at this issue 

from a different perspec-
tive,” said Jerry Vattamala 
of the Asian American Le-
gal Defense and Education 
Fund, one of the groups that 
advocated for creating uni-
fied South Asian districts.

“We tried to figure 
out why there weren’t any 
South Asians in the City 
Council, the state Assembly 
or the state Senate. What 
we hit upon was despite 
the fact people were regis-
tered to vote and the com-
munity gives regularly to 
campaigns and there’s this 
nascent political identity, 
it wasn’t translating into 
people running for office,” 
he said.

What Vattamala’s 
group and others such as 
Taking Our Seat and the 
Asian American Commu-
nity Coalition on Redis-
tricting and Democracy 
found was that the South 
Asian population had been 
divided among the various 
district boundaries that 
crisscrossed their commu-
nities.

“South Asian votes and 
voters were being diluted. 
Their power was diluted by 
the way the existing lines 
were drawn,” Vattamala 
said.

In the worst case, the 
area including parts of Bel-

Continued on Page 26

Leela Maret, vice president of the Federation of Indian Association 
of North America and Canada, shows her support for the predom-
inantly South Asian neighborhood of Richmond Hill at a recent 
hearing. Photo by Joe Anuta
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State Assembly District 40

MYUNGSUK
LEE

DOWNTOWN FLUSHING

Assembly 25
BAYSIDE, DOUGLASTON, FLUSHING, FRESH MEADOWS

Myungsuk Lee is 
the owner of a Korean 
newspaper who hopes 
to galvanize the vote 
of the Korean commu-
nity. He has said that 
his top priorities are 
uniting the diverse 
residents of Flushing, 
as well as protecting 
seniors, encouraging 
small business and 
promoting education.

JERRY IANNECE NILEY ROZIC

Fresh Meadows native 
Nily Rozic launched her 
first political campaign in 
the 25th Assembly race in 
June after formerly serving 
as chief of staff for Manhat-
tan Assemblyman Brian 
Kavanagh. With hopes to 
influence the gender ra-
tio in Albany, Rozic said 
she was campaigning for 
education, job creation and 
improving access to health 
services.

BARBARA CLARK

Assemblywoman Bar-
bara Clark (D-Queens Vil-
lage) is seeking a 14th term 
in office. She serves as the 
Deputy Majority Whip of 
the Assembly and sits on the 
Education, Labor, Rules, 
Children and Families and 
Libraries and Education 
Technology committees.

She is also a member 
of the Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic and Asian Legis-
lative Caucus.

CLYDE VANEL

Clyde Vanel is a life-
long resident of Cambria 
Heights, a practicing law-
yer and a former small busi-
ness owner. He is running 
on a pro-business platform 
aimed at creating and re-
taining jobs by cutting bu-
reaucratic red tape. He has 
mentored students for the 
past six years at the Eagle 
Academy for Young Men.

He has run for but nev-
er held political office.

E. DAVID ADORNO

Political newcomer 
Etienne David Adorno 
says the district is ready 
for a new leadership. The 
27-year-old from Wood-
haven is a member of the 
Woodhaven Block Asso-
ciation and serves on the 
Consumer Affairs and 
Public Safety Committee 
for Community Board 9. 
He was also budget liaison 
for Councilman Robert 
Jackson (D-Manhattan).

MICHAEL MILLER

Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
says he is running on re-
cord and experience. The 
Glendale resident cites 
raising minimum wage as 
a key issue and recently 
gained the support of Lati-
no electeds U.S. Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D-Ridgewood), 
state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
Assemblyman Franciso 
Moya (D-Jax Hgts). 

Assembly 33
QUEENS VILLAGE, BELLEROSE

Assembly 38
OZONE PARK, RIDGEWOOD, RICHMOND HILL, WOODHAVEN

MARTHA
FLOREZ-VASQUEZ

Martha Flores-
Vazquez is a longtime 
Flushing activist whose 
nonprofit, Community 
Prevention Alternatives 
for Families in Crisis, 
focuses on helping im-
migrant families. She 
believes that helping 
the community has giv-
en her the knowledge to 
know what the district 
needs.

ETHEL
CHEN

Ethel Chen, a re-
tired librarian and law 
school graduate, who 
said her experience 
working with people 
will help her in the As-
sembly. The longtime 
Flushing resident said 
her priorities if elected 
are to protect seniors, 
fight for the fair share 
of the state budget and 
promote education.

RON
KIM

Ron Kim is a for-
mer aide to both Govs. 
Eliot Spitzer and Da-
vid Paterson. He is en-
dorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party, and 
cites his experience in 
state and local govern-
ment as to why he is the 
best candidate. His pri-
orities are promoting 
small business growth 
and education.

YEN
CHOU

Yen Chou is a for-
mer educator who  has 
been endorsed by the 
United Federation of 
Teachers and runs the 
nonprofit The Chinese 
American Parent-Stu-
dent Council. She said 
that education is her 
number one priority, 
although she has also 
pledged to help unify 
the diverse district.

SUNNY
HAHN

Sunny Hahn is 
a longtime Flushing 
activist who believes 
the area’s rich history 
could be the key to re-
building the economy. 
She wants to encourage 
private investment in 
Flushing’s landmarks, 
like the RKO Keith’s 
Theatre, and potential 
economic hot spots, 
like Willets Point.

PHIL
GIM

Phil Gim is a 
small business owner, 
former postal worker 
and U.S. census super-
visor. He is endorsed 
by the Queens County 
Republican Party, and 
has run a campaign 
focused on cutting 
state regulations that 
hinder small business 
growth, which would 
create jobs.

D E M O C R A T I C R E P U B L I C A N

D E M O C R A T I C

Bayside Hills resi-
dent and Community 
Board 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece said he thought 
the redrawn 25th Assem-
bly district lines make 
him a perfect fit for the 
area, including Fresh 
Meadows, where he works 
as an attorney. With an 
endorsement from the 
Queens Democratic Par-
ty, he said his experience 
speaks for itself.

State PrimariesState Primaries 2012 2012
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PRIMARY DAY IS SEPT. 13. POLLS OPEN 6 AM – 9 PM. CALL 1-800-VOTE-NYC FOR MORE INFO.

State Senate District 15
GLENDALE, HOWARD BEACH, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, OZONE PARK, RIDGEWOOD, WOODHAVEN

State Senate District 10

SHIRLEY HUNTLEY GIAN JONES JAMES SANDERS JR.
State Sen. Shirley 

Huntley (D-Jamaica) is 
seeking her fourth term 
in office. She sits on the 
Agriculture, Alcoholism 

and Drug Abuse, Codes, 
Consumer Protection, 
Education, Mental Health 
and Developmental Dis-
abilities, Social Services, 
State-Native American Re-
lations and Racing, Gam-
ing and Wagering Com-
mittees. She is a member 
of the Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic and Asian Leg-
islative Caucus. Huntley 
had served as president of 
Community School Board 
28.

Gian Jones is a lifelong 
resident of Far Rockaway. 
He has never held political 
office. A graduate of New 
York University, Jones is a 

real estate professional and 
sits on the board of direc-
tors of the Rockaway Devel-
opment and Revitalization 
Corporation. His platform 
is focused on reducing re-
cidivism, promoting con-
tinuing education, youth 
development, health care 
and economic development. 
Jones has worked on cam-
paigns for U.S. Rep. Grego-
ry Meeks (D-Jamaica) and 
ran against Sanders in the 
2001 City Council race be-
fore dropping out.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-Lau-
relton) will be term limited 
out of office this year after 
serving three terms. He 

serves as chairman of the 
Council’s Civil Service and 
Labor Committee and sits 
on the Land Use, Economic 
Development, Community 
Development, Veterans 
and Juvenile Justice com-
mittees. Sanders served in 
the United States Marine 
Corps and as president of 
School Board 27. He has 
been an outspoken critic of 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk 
program. 

FAR ROCKAWAY, JAMAICA, RICHMOND HILL, ROSEDALE, SOUTH JAMAICA, SOUTH OZONE PARK, SPRINGFIELD GARDENS

JOHN
MESSER

John Messer is an Oak-
land Gardens businessman and 
lawyer who has also worked as 
a project manager at the city 
Economic Development Corp. 
He draws on his experience 
running multiple companies 
as to why he has a pulse on the 
state’s economic climate. Mess-
er’s main message is to bolster 
the state economy by making it 
easier to run a small business 
through tax reform and sim-
plifying regulation. He also is 
a supporter of immigration re-
form to include more people in 
the state’s economy.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
was first elected to the state Sen-
ate in 1999 and is currently the 
ranking minority member on 
the Higher Education Commit-
tee. She touts her long career as 
a legislator and success in help-
ing pass initiatives including 
the Power for Jobs Act as to why 
she would perform well in Al-
bany. Stavisky is also an ardent 
supporter of New York State’s 
DREAM Act, which would make 
tuition funds available to un-
documented immigrants, and is 
endorsed by a broad coalition of 
leaders in the borough.

TOBY
STAVISKY

Forest Hills resident Jo-
seph E. Tiraco is running as an 
Independent. A co-founder of the 
Independence Party of Queens 
and active in civic affairs. He 
previously ran and lost as an 
Independence Party challenger 
in the 2010 general election for 
the 28th state Assembly district. 
His major issue is direct democ-
racy and fighting to give citizen 
voters the rights of self-govern-
ment. He also said he would take 
on corruption, greed and special 
interests in order to turn gov-
ernment around.

JOSEPH
TIRACO

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) was elected to the 
32nd Council District during a 
February 2009 special election 
and won the general election the 
same year. An Ozone Park native 
and Republican minority whip, 
he says he does not vote the par-
ty line and supports raising the 
minimum wage. As a state sena-
tor, he said he would incentivize 
job creation, reduce the tax bur-
den on middle-class families, pro-
tect collective bargaining rights, 
support school choice and protect 
quality of life. 

ERIC 
ULRICH

Forest Hills attorney 
Juan Reyes says if elected he 
will make New York business-
friendly again. Reyes previ-
ously worked for U.S. Sen. Bob 
Dole, former U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld and 
former New York City Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani and is currently 
a partner at Reed Smith LLP 
specializing on land use and 
zoning issues. His priorities 
include fighting increases in 
taxes and the minimum wage 
and cutting the costs of public 
projects.

JUAN
REYES

State Senate 16
BAYSIDE, ELMHURST, FLUSHING, FOREST HILLS, FRESH MEADOWS

D E M O C R A T I C

D E M O C R A T I C

R E P U B L I C A N I N D E P E N D E N C E

State PrimariesState Primaries 2012 2012
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Queens elected offi-

cials say redistricting is 
causing confusion in the 
voting public.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
said his office has received 
numerous phone calls from 
residents who cannot fig-
ure out exactly where they 
are supposed to vote.

“One day they can vote 
around the corner, the next 
day they have to vote a half 
mile away,” said Vallone. 
“People are now noticing 
and realizing how bad re-
districting was for the com-
munity. There was no re-
gard for cohesion with the 
communities — it was all 
politically motivated.”

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) said the city Board 
of Elections sent out the 
wrong polling site to resi-
dents in her district — and 

it even sent the wrong site 
to the councilwoman’s of-
fice.

“A week from now, vot-
ers from all over the city 
may be going to the wrong 
polling sites because the 
Board of Elections mailed 
them the incorrect infor-
mation,” she said. “Govern-
ment should be providing 
ways to encourage people to 
vote, but by assigning the 
wrong poll sites, the BOE 

is making the process con-
fusing and difficult, which 
could lead to voters staying 
home.”

Crowley said he urges 
voters to call the board and 
double check their poll site.

Polling places across 
Queens were shifted after 
the borough faced redis-
tricting, but some were 
moved because of a lack 
of handicapped accessible 
sites.

Valerie Vazquez, a 
spokeswoman for the city 
Board of Elections, said 
polling sites have to be 
100 percent accessible, 
which is why many sites 
were moved. She said any-
one with concerns about 
polling sites should call 
1-866-VOTE-NYC or visit 
vote.nyc.us.

Vazquez confirmed 
51 polling sites in Queens 
were changed because of 

handicap accessibility is-
sues. 

Redistricting and ac-
cessibility are not the only 
issues the Board of Elec-
tions is facing for this pri-
mary season.

After it took election 
officials more than 10 days 
to certify the results in a 
heated June primary race 
between U.S. Rep. Charles 
Rangel (D-N.Y.) and state 
Sen. Adriano Espaillat 
(D-Manhattan), the BOE 
announced it would adopt 
a new process to tabulate 
votes starting with next 
week’s election.

The new process al-
lows the board to count 
unofficial Election Night 
returns using memory 
sticks, or portable memory 
devices, in the new vot-
ing machines. The devices 
would be removed from the 
machines at the end of Elec-
tion Night and taken back 
to police precincts, where 

the data would be uploaded 
and reported to the public, 
according to election offi-
cials.

The board had previ-
ously counted votes manu-
ally based on its interpre-
tation of state election law. 
Even with the upgrade, the 
board will still manually 
count votes as a backup.

Earlier this month, 
the City Council met with 
members of the BOE to ex-
press its displeasure with 
the board’s handling of the 
June primary and its wor-
ry about the board’s abil-
ity to tally results for the 
upcoming primary as well 
as the Nov. 6 presidential 
election.

Dawn Sandow, deputy 
director of the BOE, said 
she believes the board per-
formed well during the 
June primary and does not 
foresee any issues with up-
coming elections.

Board of Elections officials demonstrate how to use the machine.

Voting concerns arise ahead of election season

should Ulrich succeed, how 
much of a threat he will 
present to Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) for 
a seat many political insid-
ers deem winnable for a 
Republican. Even Addabbo 
has conceded he might have 
a race on his hands.

Downtown Flushing is 
home to a crowded state As-
sembly race, with five can-
didates vying for a spot on 
the Democratic ballot and 
two others facing off on the 
Republican side. Many of 
the candidates have simi-
larly vague visions of what 
they will do in Albany, al-
though Ron Kim, Yen Chou 
and Ethel Chen have been 
having news conferences 

in the weeks leading up 
to the primary to discuss 
their platforms and tout en-
dorsements.

In a race for the seat 
currently held by Assem-
blyman Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows), Com-
munity Board 11 Chairman 
Jerry Iannece, backed by 
the Queens Democratic 
Party, is running against 
Nily Rozic, former chief 
of staff for Assemblyman 
Brian Kavanagh (D-Man-
hattan).

Continued from Page 23

Races
lerose, Floral Park, Glen 
Oaks, Jamaica Estates, 
Jamaica Hills, Briarwood 
and Richmond Hill was 
divided among six differ-
ent Assembly districts and 
among six different Assem-
bly members who constitu-
ents felt did not make them 
a priority.

That changed when 
the area was reconstituted 

as the 24th District, whose 
representative, Assembly-
man David Weprin (D-Lit-
tle Neck), is running unop-
posed in the primary.

There are impedi-
ments to getting a South 
Asian candidate on the 
ballot. For one, even in the 
24th District South Asians 
only represent a plurality 
among other groups such 
as whites and Latinos.

The populations in 
Richmond Hill and South 
Ozone Park, Vattamala 

said, represent a second 
wave of immigrants who 
left India for places like 
Guyana and Trinidad be-
fore coming to the United 
States, and it is the only 
neighborhood in the city 
where as many as 10 per-
cent of respondents listed 
“other” as their ethnicity 
on the census.

The same groups that 
got together on state redis-
tricting are now working 
on uniting South Asian 
communities as the city 

goes through its redistrict-
ing process for city offices.

Vattamala said redis-
tricting victories pave the 
way for ethnic candidates 
to come forward, but it is 
up to their communities to 
field them.

“The seed has been 
planted,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 23

Ballots

Voter and Polling Information
Call the city Board of Elections phone bank, 1-866-VOTE-NYC (1-866-868-3692), for 
information on the nearest polling site, registration deadlines, absentee ballots, voter 
status, names and addresses of elected offi cials, election data and ballot information. 
Operators fl uent in Chinese Mandarin/Cantonese, Korean and Spanish are available.

State PrimariesState Primaries 2012 2012

Poll worker Richard Kahn (l.) 
explains the voting process to 
Morton Greenstein.
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Choose the Future

Experience Saint Mary’s  

High School’s unique  

combination of academic 

excellence, faith-centered 

community, and innovative 

learning for future success.

Saint Mary’s  
High School

Inspired Thinkers. 
Creative Leaders.

Open House 
Sunday, September 23 
2:00pm to 4:30pm
Presentations at 2:00pm, 2:45pm, and 3:30pm

51 Clapham Avenue

Manhasset, NY 11030

Call us to arrange a personal tour: 516-627-2711

www.stmary.ws/highschool
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A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, 
and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After 
that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based 
on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The 
APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for 
Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, 
whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either 
$1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater 
(maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge 
of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction 
fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. 
Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code. Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,

Get 1 FREE
877-813-4283

Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com
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Building an Building an 
in-law suitein-law suite

Safety leads to 
assisted living 

Receiving 
Medicaid 

home care in 
four steps
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More and more adult children are welcoming their aging parents into their 
homes. Such living situations have led to a growth in in-law suites. In fact, in 
2010, the National Association of Home Builders found that 62 percent of build-
ers surveyed were working on home modifications related to aging.

In-law suites are often created by converting a room in the house, such as the 
basement or even a garage, into a livable suite. Such suites can benefit elderly rela-
tives who may not be able to take care of themselves anymore. But in-law suites 
can also benefit younger homeowners who want to see their parents more. 

But before building an in-law suite in their home, homeowners might want 
to heed the following tips.

• Be certain it is legal. Making changes to your home may require a per-
mit, particularly if your in-law suite will be an entirely new addition to your 
property and not just a strict room remodel. Contact your local zoning board 
to ensure the project is within your rights as a homeowner.

• Consider the health of your relatives when making plans. Many in-law 
suites are occupied by aging relatives who might not be able to get up and down 
stairs as easily as they used to. That makes accessibility of the suite a top prior-
ity. Typically, it’s best to locate in-law suites on the first floor, so relatives won’t 
find it difficult to get in and out of the suite.

• Don’t overlook privacy. Just because your parents or in-laws will be mov-
ing in doesn’t mean they don’t still value their privacy. Chances are your rela-
tives will initially feel as though they are invading your space and your privacy, 
so be sure the suite affords adequate privacy to all members of the household. 

It might be best to build the suite so it has its own separate entrance from 
the rest of the home. The suite should also have its own full bathroom and, 

if possible, its own kitchen area so your in-laws can cook for themselves 
and entertain their own guests without feeling like a burden. A second 

kitchen is also something to discuss with a zoning board, as some lo-
cales prohibit having two complete kitchens in a single residence.

• Tailor certain amenities to the elderly. Install certain ame-
nities, such as grab bars in the shower and bathroom, during 

the initial construction so you won’t have to make changes 
down the road. Install easy-open drawers and make sure 

the suite has ample lighting.
• Remember to install safety features. Safety fea-

tures like fire, smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors are a necessity. Make sure the alarms on 

each of these detectors are loud enough so el-
derly men and women who have hearing loss 

can hear them without issue. Make sure all 
walkways leading to the in-law suite have 
motion detecting lamps at night to reduce 
risk of falling. Also, if the suite will be a 
separate building from your house, such 
as a converted pool house or detached ga-

rage, install an intercom system that con-
nects with the main house so your relatives 

can easily reach you in case of emergency.
In-law suites are becoming more popular 

as a greater number of older adults are mov-
ing in with their adult children. Such suites 

can bring families closer together and prove 
beneficial for all parties involved.

THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN BUILDING AN 

IN-LAW SUITE

ELDERCARE TODAY

Many seniors are moving 
in with their adult children 
when they can no longer 
take care of themselves.
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Caring for an elderly friend 
or family member is not easy. It 
may only get more difficult when 
you live far away. 

Long-distance caregiving 
may not be ideal, but it’s some-
times the only option. Long-dis-
tance caregivers can expect their 
out-of-pocket expenses to be high-
er, as the cost of travel alone is 
likely to be considerable. Here are 
some tips to help those entrusted 
with caring for an elderly friend 
or family member from afar.

• Make sure your loved one’s 
home is safe. When you get the 
chance to visit, make the most 
of that visit and ensure his home 
is safe. If he has trouble doing 
things around the house, address 
any of these issues before leaving. 
It can help to install some grab 
bars in the bathroom or purchase 
a shower seat to reduce the risk 
of falling. In addition, make sure 
handrails inside and outside the 

home are secure. If they’re loose, 
tighten them so they provide ad-
equate support.

• Clean up around the house. 
A senior may not be able keep up 
with his chores around the house. 
A dirty home can be depressing, 
so clean up to brighten the home 
and reduce the risk of an insect or 
rodent infestation.

• Be ready for a crisis. Have 
someone you can count on nearby 
to check on your friend or family 
member if you suddenly cannot 
reach him. Introduce yourself to 
his next-door neighbor, or meet 
a close friend who lives nearby 
that you can contact should your 
friend or family member prove 
difficult to reach. 

• Make a list of medications 
and update it regularly. Seniors 
often take certain medications, 
and caregivers should make a list 
of these, periodically updating 
the list if anything changes.

• Make sure your loved one 
has a cellphone. Though it might 
seem hard to believe, some people, 
especially the elderly, still do not 
have cellular phones. When serv-
ing as a long-distance caregiver, 
it’s imperative that you can eas-
ily and routinely reach him. Age 
might make it hard for him to get 
to a land line, so be sure he has a 
cellphone that he can carry with 
him at all times. Program im-
portant numbers, including your 
own and his physician’s, a neigh-
bor’s or nearby relative’s number, 
into the phone.

• Stay in touch with his physi-
cian. A doctor might not be able to 
share all the details of your loved 
one’s condition, but you can keep 
in touch with him to stay abreast 
of how your loved one is doing. 
A physician can help you tailor 
your caregiving to best manage 
the senior’s needs, adjusting that 
plan as need be.  

CAREGIVERS CAN TRACK 
ELDERLY FROM AFAR

Age might make it hard for your loved one to get to a land line, so be sure she has 
a cellphone that she can carry with her at all times. 

BY DONNA CASSATA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Freshman Rep. Nan Hay-
worth offers no apologies for em-
bracing fellow Republican Paul 
Ryan’s blueprint for Medicare 
and government spending.

“When I was a candidate in 
the 2010 election, I did endorse 
the Ryan roadmap even when 
some folks on the Republican 
side said, ‘I don’t know, I kind of 
distance myself from that,’ ” Hay-
worth said recently as she cam-
paigned in New York’s Hudson 
Valley. “We have to have a com-
monsense plan, and we have to 
have a mature discussion of these 
things. And I felt and continue to 
feel that Paul Ryan’s ideas are 
sound. They’re rational, they’re 
compassionate.”

Hardly, says Hayworth’s 
Democratic rival, Sean Patrick 
Maloney, who scoffs at the notion.

“Dr. Hayworth wants to 
save Medicare the way Dr. Ker-
vorkian wants to save grandma,” 
Maloney said, linking the con-

gresswoman and ophthalmolo-
gist to the late advocate for doc-
tor-assisted suicide. “They don’t 
save it. They end it. So let’s have 
that debate.”

Republican presidential can-
didate Mitt Romney’s selection 
of Ryan to be his running mate 
has reignited a boisterous, full-
throated debate about the House 
GOP approach to deal with out-
of-control deficits. Ryan’s plan 
would turn Medicaid and food 
stamps into block grants for the 
states. It also would reconfigure 
Medicare and lower personal and 
corporate tax rates while push-
ing the deficit down to a manage-
able level in a decade.

Medicare would bear no 
resemblance to its current itera-
tion, transformed from a program 
in which the government directly 
pays doctor and hospital bills, to 
a system of vouchers in which fu-
ture seniors receive subsidies to 
shop at the market and buy health 
insurance.

The issue has touched off a 
flurry of ads and accusations in 
the presidential race, shifting the 
focus from the fierce talk about 

President Obama’s record on jobs 
and the economy. Medicare now 
also stands at the forefront of con-
gressional races as candidates 
seek an edge in the countdown to 
the Nov. 6 elections.

The National Republican 
Campaign Committee is airing an 
independent expenditure ad hit-
ting Democratic Rep. Mark Critz 
for his votes against repealing 
Obama’s healthcare law. The spot 
seizes on the law’s $700 billion cut 
in reimbursements to hospitals, 
drug companies and other provid-
ers, and says Critz put “850,000 
Pennsylvania seniors at risk of 
losing some of their benefits. Mark 
Critz, he’s clearly not on our side.”

What the ad doesn’t mention 
is that Ryan’s budget also calls for 
cuts in Medicare of $700 billion.

The Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Committee is air-
ing an independent expenditure 
ad against Republican Rep. Dan 
Benishek in Michigan that uses 
a grainy image of the first-term 
congressman as he says “priva-
tizing Social Security and Medi-
care is the only way to do it.” 
Benishek backed the Ryan bud-

get. The ad ends with the words 
“Congressman Ben’s fishing in 
troubled waters.”

The committees and outside 
groups are making automated 
phone calls in dozens of districts 
on the Medicare issue.

Democrats insist that the 
Ryan plan for the government-run 
healthcare program will unnerve 
Americans, especially seniors 
who vote in significant numbers. 
Republicans counter that Obama 
has cut the entitlement program 
in his unpopular healthcare law, 
and the GOP is the only party 
willing to tackle the issue of Medi-
care’s solvency, which would run 
out in 2024.

The coming weeks will deter-
mine who wins on the issue.

In New York’s reconfigured 
19th Congressional District, Hay-
worth faces more Democratic vot-
ers as the boundaries now include 
the cities of Poughkeepsie and 
Newburgh. The first-term law-
maker easily outdistances Malo-
ney in fundraising, with $1.5 mil-
lion cash on hand to his $264,364.

Enter a Democratic-leaning 
group, the House Majority PAC, 

which has reserved $1.2 million in 
ad time in the district and says Re-
publicans like Hayworth will have 
to answer for the Ryan budget.

“It is a lie to say Republicans 
are seeking to end Medicare. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth,” Hayworth said, add-
ing, “It’s really about doing what’s 
best for the American people, and 
I know that Paul Ryan is a man 
of conviction and principle and 
strength of character who said 
let’s talk about this together.”

Maloney, who worked in the 
Clinton White House and has the 
backing of the former president, 
left no doubt he would link the 
congresswoman to all elements of 
the Ryan budget.

“The congresswoman has 
praised Paul Ryan with language 
my mom usually reserves for the 
pope. That means she wants the 
Ryan plan to be the law of the 
land. I do not,” Maloney said. 
“You bet the choice is now should 
we end Medicare so multimil-
lionaires like Nan Hayworth can 
keep getting huge tax cuts and 
new tax cuts. That is now the No. 
1 issue in this campaign.”

BOISTEROUS MEDICARE DEBATE DOMINATES HOUSE RACES
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Parker Jewish Institute for  
Health Care & Rehabilitation –  

Where Excellence Is the Standard

From its begin-
nings in 1907 
as a shelter 

for homeless elderly, 
Parker Jewish Insti-
tute has evolved into 
an internationally 
recognized center of 
health care and reha-
bilitation for adults. 
Parker provides post-
acute and sub-acute 
care, short-term reha-
bilitation, long-term 
care, and a network 
of community health 
programs to more 
than 7,000 adults each 
year. The Institute 
is also among the re-
gion’s leaders in the 
teaching of geriatric 
health care profes-
sionals as well as geri-
atric research.

An independent 
527-bed, not-for-profit 
institution, Parker 
offers the most com-
passionate long-term 
(nursing home) care, 
distinguished by 
the highest levels of 
skilled nursing, com-
prehensive  medical 
services, professional 
social work services, 
therapeutic recre-
ation, and an on-site 

pharmacy. Parker is 
at the vanguard of 
patient-centered cul-
ture change and the 
introduction of new 
technology to long-
term care.

In the mid 1980s, 
Parker was the na-
tional pioneer in re-
storative therapy for 
older adults. Today’s 
Parker is New York’s 
most active post-acute 
and sub-acute care 
center for older adults. 
Its specialized reha-
bilitation programs 
serve adults recover-
ing from the broad 
range of surgical pro-
cedures, stroke, am-
putation, injuries and 
illness. Some 1,300 
men and women are 
discharged to home, 
family and commu-
nity annually from 
the Institute’s short-
term rehabilitation 
programs.

An integral part of 
its continuum of care, 
Parker’s community 
health programs in-
clude medical model 
adult day health care, 
a social model Al-
zheimer center, long-

term home health 
care, and community 
hospice. These com-
munity health pro-
grams help adults 

avoid institutional-
ization and remain 
where they most want 
to be – in the comfort 
of their homes, in 
their communities, 
with their families 
and friends.

In 1975, Parker es-
tablished the first 
Geriatric Fellowship 
Program in the na-
tion, and continues 
to be one of the lead-
ers in the training of 
geriatric health care 

professionals. The 
institute is a Geriat-
ric Teaching Affili-
ate of Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, 

Long Island Jewish 
Medical Center, New 
York College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine, and 
Winthrop University 
Hospital, as well as a 
Clinical Affiliate of 
the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System. Park-
er’s Nerken Center for 
Research and Grants 
is conducting studies 
related to Alzheim-
er’s disease and asso-
ciated dementia, ane-
mia, depression, flu, 

osteoporosis, Neuro-
genic Orthostatic Hy-
potension, palliative 
care, health informa-
tion technology, and 
many other emerging 
issues of aging.

Located on Park-
er’s lobby level is 
the Queens-Long Is-
land Renal Institute, 
Inc., a state-of-the-art 
chronic hemodialysis 
center that serves pa-
tients and residents 
of Parker, as well as 
residents of Long Is-
land and New York 
City. Lakeville Am-
bulette Transporta-
tion, LLC transports 
Parker’s patients and 
residents, as well as 
adults in New York 
City and Long Island, 
to medical appoint-
ments and related 
destinations. 

For further informa-
tion, you are invited 
to call Parker’s Pub-
lic Affairs Office, at 
(718) 289-2251, e-mail 
rshafran@parkerin-
stitute.org, visit www.
parkerinstitute.org, or 
see Parker’s page on 
Facebook.



34

TL

 E
LD

ER
CA

RE
 T

OD
AY

  • T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, S
EP

T. 
6-

12
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
A D V E R T I S E M E N T

ARE YOU READY FOR NEW YORK’S 
NEW MEDICAID REGULATIONS?

New York State 
Medicaid regula-
tions are chang-

ing. This means that the 
way New York’s chronically 
ill and elderly get their ser-
vices will soon be chang-
ing too. New rules require 
all Medicaid patients who 
need long term care to join 
a Managed Long Term Care 
health plan—called MLTC 
for short—in order to keep 
these services. Here’s what 
you need to know:

Medicaid MLTC plans 
help people who are chron-
ically ill or disabled and 
who need assistance with 
daily activities such as 
walking, dressing, bath-
ing or preparing food so 
that they can live safely at 
home instead of going to a 
nursing home. 

For decades, the not-
for-profit Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York has 
worked to create innova-
tive healthcare solutions 
that address the com-
plex needs of this vulner-
able population—many of 
whom are at risk for fall-
ing between the cracks in 
our healthcare system, es-
pecially when they become 
isolated and live alone. 

Many New Yorkers have 
already started receiv-
ing letters notifying them 
that they must soon decide 
which MLTC plan to join. 
Individuals have 60 days 
to make a choice after re-

ceiving the letter. If some-
one does not choose a plan, 
Medicaid will automati-
cally select one for them.

The most important 
thing to do right now is to 
watch your mailbox for the 
letter that will soon come 
from the NY Department of 
Health. The letter will pro-
vide helpful phone num-
bers and a list of Medicaid 
MLTC plans that you can 
choose from. Share the let-
ter with your doctor, a fam-
ily member, or someone 
you trust to help you make 
healthcare decisions. You 
might also want to speak 
to your CASA office or lo-
cal Social Services office. 

Your MLTC plan will 
arrange for all of your 
long term care services. 

One of the advantages to 
a comprehensive plan like 
VNSNY CHOICE MLTC is 
that each member has a 
dedicated Nurse Care Man-
ager—a registered nurse—
who creates a personalized 
care plan, supervises all 
of their care and serves 
as a liaison with the pri-
mary care physician. The 
nurse and her team serve 
as the “eyes and ears” for 
the physician, monitoring 
the physical and emotional 
well-being of each mem-
ber—often noticing subtle, 
easily overlooked changes 
that could indicate a seri-
ous health risk. They build 
strong relationships with 
each member, facilitating 
communication among all 
those who provide care, 
including the member’s 
family. Without this kind 
of consistent, proactive 
attention, many elderly 

New Yorkers who are 
challenged with multiple 
chronic conditions end up 
in the emergency room or 
hospitalized with serious 
illnesses that could have 
been avoided. 

As long as physicians 
agree to work with the 
plan, there’s no need to 
switch doctors. It’s always 
a good idea to ask if the 
MLTC plan you’re consid-
ering will change cover-
age for important medical 
benefits such as doctor 
visits, hospitalizations, 
emergency room care, and 
prescription drug cover-
age. VNSNY CHOICE has 
the largest MLTC health 
plan in the state, and doc-
tors and specialists are 
well acquainted with our 
nurses and other health 

professionals. Because we 
are trusted and respected 
by so many care providers, 
transition from another 
plan is usually seamless—
we even provide experts to 
help you navigate the pa-
perwork.

MLTC works best when 
the lines of communication 
are free and clear every 
step of the way. Consistency 
and trust are important 
too. At VNSNY CHOICE, 
a registered nurse works 
with each new member 
and his or her physician—
sometimes with family 
caregivers as well—to cre-
ate a customized care plan 
that takes into account 
each person’s challenges 
and concerns. Some things 
to look for include:

process and qualified ex-
perts to help navigate pa-
perwork

your language—we deliver 
care in 25 languages at VN-
SNY CHOICE MLTC

health aides supervised 
by nurses who know your 
medical history

Hotline that is available 
365 days a year

centers

caregivers

No, the letter you re-
ceive from NY DOH will 
include a list of Medicaid 
MLTC health plan plans 
that you can choose from. 
The plan you select will 
then arrange all your long-
term care services. After 
you join a plan, your Med-
icaid CASA office or local 
Social Services office will 
no longer be in charge of 
approving your services. 

New York Medicaid 
Choice counselors can tell 
you which plan works with 
your home care agency or 
other providers you are 
currently using.  You can 

6582. For more information 
about VNSNY CHOICE 
Health Plans, call 1-855-

-
SNYCHOICE.org.
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© 2012 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TDD/TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

Are you eligible for Medicaid? The Visiting Nurse Service 
of New York has a health plan that can help you live safely 
and independently at home, even if you need help with 
day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing and preparing 
meals. In fact, our plan has kept members out of a nursing 
home for almost fi ve years on average.*

*January 2012 VNSNY CHOICE membership data 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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Arthritis can make 
physical activity more 
difficult. In spite of that 
difficulty, exercise is an 
important part of stay-
ing healthy for those with 
arthritis. Even moder-
ate physical activity can 
strengthen bones and 
muscles and increase 
joint flexibility, making 
it easier for arthritis suf-
ferers to perform daily 
tasks.  

According to the Ar-
thritis Foundation, those 
with arthritis should com-
mit to regular exercise 
that includes three types 
of activities: flexibility 
exercises, strengthening 
exercises, and cardio-
vascular exercises. Con-
sult a physician before 
beginning any exercise 
regimen, and discuss any 
limitations your specific 
condition might place on 
your physical abilities. 
Such limitations might 
diminish as your exercise 
regimen progresses, but 
it’s important to exercise 
within those limitations 
at the onset to avoid inju-
ries. It’s also important 
to consult your physician 

should you experience a 
flare-up of arthritis be-
fore, during or after exer-
cise. Such flare-ups might 
require you to alter your 
routine, and your physi-
cian can help with such 
alterations.

FLEXIBILITY 
EXERCISES: 

Perform flexibility 
exercises every day, as 
they will protect your 
joints by reducing injury 
risk. Flexibility exercises, 
which are often referred 
to as range-of-motion ex-
ercises, help your body 
warm up for more strenu-
ous exercise. Once you’re 
comfortable doing at least 
15 continuous minutes 
of flexibility exercises, 
you’re likely ready to 
add strengthening and 
cardiovascular exercises 

to your routine. Many 
people with arthritis find 
yoga is an especially ef-
fective flexibility exer-
cise, as it strengthens and 
relaxes stiff muscles and 
even aids in weight-loss 
efforts. Just don’t push 
yourself too hard when 
starting out with yoga, 
as the exercises are more 
difficult than they might 
seem.

STRENGTHENING 
EXERCISES:

 Strong muscles re-
duce stress on the joints, 
something that’s espe-
cially helpful to arthritis 
sufferers. Strengthening 
exercises, also known 
as resistance exercises, 
build the body’s muscles 
so they’re more capable of 
absorbing shock and more 
effective at preventing in-
jury to the joints. When 
performing strengthen-
ing exercises, you will 
use weight or resistance 
to make the muscles work 
harder and grow stron-
ger.

EXERCISES FOR PEOPLE 
LIVING WITH ARTHRITIS

Strong muscles 
reduce stress 
on the joints, 

something that’s 
especially helpful to 
arthritis sufferers.

BY DAVID KLEPPER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The University of 
Rhode Island will lead an 
effort to improve health-
care for adults with demen-
tia and other significant in-
tellectual disabilities while 
reducing the cost to taxpay-
ers, thanks to a $14 million 
federal grant.

The money will pay for 
a new approach that stresses 
community-based and pre-
ventative care for cognitive-
ly disabled patients and that 
aims to reduce more costly 
hospitalizations and emer-

gency room visits. The grant 
is expected to save the state 
and federal governments 
$15.5 million in healthcare 
costs over three years.

“This is the best kind 
of savings — savings that 
come from improved per-
formance,” U.S. Sen. Shel-
don Whitehouse said fol-
lowing the announcement. 
“These are people who 
have a lot of poverty … a lot 
of illness. They will receive 
better care at a lower cost 
to the taxpayers.”

The project is the cre-
ation of University profes-
sor Elaina Goldstein, whose 
proposal was one of 107 
around the United States 

selected for a grant from 
among 3,000 applicants. 
Goldstein said her intention 
is to help a vulnerable group 
of Rhode Islanders get bet-
ter care at lower costs. She 
said she hopes other states 
will adopt similar initia-
tives when they see it work-
ing in Rhode Island.

“One of the things 
about being Rhode island 
is that you get to test things 
on a small scale,” she said.

The program is ex-
pected to serve as many as 
1,900 patients over the age 
of 20 who have significant 
cognitive disabilities, like 
dementia or those with 
Alzheimer’s disease, who 

receive Medicaid and Medi-
care benefits. Goldstein 
said she’s optimistic the 
program will be continued 
after three years.

The project will com-
bine a focus on preventa-
tive medicine with teams 
of healthcare providers 
that tailor care to suit an 
individual person’s needs. 
When possible, care will be 
administered at community 
agencies that work with dis-
abled adults. Patients would 
also be taught ways they can 
manage chronic health prob-
lems to reduce hospital and 
nursing home admissions.

Unnecessary visits to 
emergency rooms can drive 

up the costs of caring for 
adults with chronic illness-
es, Goldstein said. She said 
giving patients better pre-
ventative care — and help 
managing their conditions 
on their own — reduces 
the burden on emergency 
rooms and gives the patient 
a better quality of life.

The program is expect-
ed to provide about 31 new 
healthcare jobs and train-
ing for 226 workers. The 
new positions are expected 
to be filled by people with 
disabilities, some of whom 
will work as peer mentors 
to offer guidance to other 
disabled adults.

Whitehouse, Gov. 

Lincoln Chafee, U.S. Rep. 
David Cicilline, and URI of-
ficials made the formal an-
nouncement at AccessPoint 
RI, a nonprofit agency that 
works with adults with dis-
abilities. The group is one 
of four agencies that will 
work with the university 
on the project. Chafee said 
Goldstein’s project shows 
government can find more 
effective ways of providing 
vital services.

“Go URI,” said Chafee, 
an independent. “Keep up 
the good work.”

RHODE ISLAND U. GETS $14M DEMENTIA GRANT
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SAFETY A MAJOR FACTOR IN THE CHOICE 
OF THE RIGHT ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY

ELDERCARE TODAY

Thousands of people ev-
ery year begin the process of 
evaluating assisted living fa-
cilities either for themselves 
or a loved one. Personal safety 
is one of the primary reasons 
individuals choose to enter a 
care facility.

Seniors often cherish 
their independence and don’t 
want to admit they may need 
help in certain areas of daily 
life. However, injuries in and 
around the house have become 
a routine part of many seniors’ 
lives. At some point in time a 
conversation has to be had if it 
is no longer safe for an elderly 
person to live alone.

Although there are other 
living arrangements avail-
able, such as in-law suites 
in homes or a visiting nurse 
service, for many seniors the 
practical choice is to enter an 
assisted living facility. 

Assisted living facilities 
are suitable for individuals 
needing help with activities 
of daily life, but who desire to 
live as independently as pos-
sible for as long as possible. A 
facility acts as a transition be-
tween independent living and 
a nursing home. It is practical 
for those who cannot live on 
their own but do not require 
constant supervision.

Facilities may offer a host 
of services, including assis-
tance with eating, dressing, 
bathing, housekeeping, and 
other needs. The center also 
may be able to provide some 
level of medical care. How-
ever, this medical care won’t 
be as extensive as in a nursing 
home or hospital setting.

Many times, facilities are 
part of a larger web of care 
called a Continuing Care Sys-
tem. This means there is a net-
work of facilities in an adult 
community, from independent 
living to assisted living to a 
nursing home. This enables a 
person to work with one orga-
nization and travel comfort-
ably through the system as 
need warrants.

Because safety is the pri-
mary reason for seeking a new 
living arrangement, safety 
should be one of the foremost 
considerations when choos-

ing an assisted living facility. 
Here are some questions to ask 
when visiting properties.

• Is there adequate light-
ing indoors and outdoors?

• Are apartments equipped 
with grab bars in the bath-
rooms and safety railings in 
the hallways?

• Can a person move free-
ly throughout the apartment 
without tripping on carpeting 
or other obstructions?

• Are there safety signal-
ing devices inside the resi-
dence in case of an emergen-
cy?

• Are there personnel 
available 24 hours a day in 
case assistance is needed?

• Is a call-in system pres-
ent to ensure that residents 
are doing well every day?

• Are employee references 
checked thoroughly and have 
they undergone a background 
check to ensure they are safe 
to have on the premises?

• Is the facility clean and 
up-to-date with the latest tech-
nology?

• Is there medical care 
available for routine services, 
such as dietary needs, podia-
try and general check-ups?

• Is there a maintenance 
staff available for home fixes, 
such as plumbing problems or 
electrical outages?

Once safety concerns 
have been addressed, facili-
ties can be considered based 
on other desirable factors. 
Many individuals want facili-
ties that offer recreation, free 
transportation to stores and 
doctor visits, and proximity to 
family and friends. Some resi-
dents desire a small facility, 
while others like the options 
of a larger community.

Cost will also be a major 
factor in an assisted living fa-
cility decision. If the facility 
offers everything desired, it 
could be worth the expense to 
pay a little more for good care.  

An assisted living facility can of-
fer seniors a host of services, in-
cluding daily tasks such as taking 
medication.



38

TL

 E
LD

ER
CA

RE
 T

OD
AY

  • T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, S
EP

T. 
6-

12
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

If you are considering applying for 
home care, or finding a home health aide 
for a loved one, you are probably already 
encountering the stress of caring for a par-
ent, spouse, or relative. If you plan to re-
ceive this care through Medicaid, you will 
have the additional stresses of not being 
the soul decision maker in the type of care 
your loved one requires. You must work 
with an intermediary, probably a social 
service agency, to insure they are aware of 
all your loved one’s needs, and provide you 
with adequate coverage. This is not an easy 
task. By following the steps outlined below 
and being diligent about your demands, 
you should be able to provide your loved 
one with the care he requires. 

• GETTING MEDICAID. 
This can be very simple or very com-

plicated depending on your loved one’s fi-
nancial situation. If he needs only to trans-
fer some income and assets, the Medicaid 

application form can probably be done by a 
local social worker. This is often done free 
of charge through a social service agency in 
your area.

If his financial holdings are more com-
plicated, you might need to set up a third 
party trust, and will have to spend some 
money to hire either an eldercare attorney 
or a Medicaid consulting firm. A Medicaid 
consulting firm can help you with fairly 
uncomplicated financial questions. It can 
help you with simple transfers of assets and 
create a pooled trust for additional income. 

I suggest you contact both an agency 
and an attorney and get some feedback from 
each before deciding which is best for you.

• YOUR DOCTOR’S ROLE. 
Your loved one’s medical doctor will 

fill out a form specifying the type of care 
he requires. This is the key to getting him 
the care he needs. This form will describe 
his medical condition and requirements.

The key to getting adequate care be-
gins by understanding how the this as-
sessment form is interpreted. The form is 

a task-oriented assessment. To say your 
loved one needs supervision is not enough 
for getting care. The form must indicate 
what an aide needs to do and how often, i.e. 
transport patient from his bed and to the 
bathroom five times a day; or have the aide 
prompt the patient to take his medicine 
twice a day.  The description must offer an 
outline of how much time an aide will need 
to accomplish these tasks.

• THE HOME VISIT. 
A nurse from the assigned home care 

agency will visit your loved one’s home to 
assess the setting and determine the num-
ber of hours of care he requires. Again, 
this is a time for you to be involved and 
make sure the nurse understand all your 
loved one’s needs.  Make sure the nurse 
understands your loved one’s conditions. If 
the nurse is unaware that your father’s ar-
thritis makes it impossible for him to open 
cans or bottles, and is unable to feed him-
self, she might not recommend assistance 
at meal preparation. If your mother’s mem-
ory is not good, she might forget to take her 

pills. She will need an aide to prompt and 
direct her.

• DON’T SETTLE, APPEAL! 
If you are still not satisfied with the 

amount of time the nurse has recommend-
ed for your loved one’s care, you can first 
appeal to the agency to reconsider. Be sure 
to bring documents such as medical re-
cords to backup your concerns. If you are 
still not satisfied, you can request a “Fair 
Hearing.” In New York State the appeal 
process is through the Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assistance. The judge 
will listen and issue a written decision 
stating whether the local agency’s decision 
is wrong or right. If the judge feels that a 
change is due, he will request the social 
service agency correct its decision. 

Concerned about an aging parent or 
loved one? For a free report “Four questions 
to ask about home care,” go to www.joanna-
leefer.com, the website of eldercare expert Jo-
anna Leefer, whose book “Eldercare Basics” 
will be available in spring, 2013.

FOUR STEPS 
TO GETTING MEDICAID HOME CARE
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THE MANY TALENTS OF THERAPY DOGS

Seniors can benefit 
from the help of a 
service dog.

Many people think of ther-
apy dogs as guide dogs leading 
the blind, or dogs sitting with 
seniors at an assisted living fa-
cility. While therapy dogs are re-
sponsible for these jobs, they do 
so much more.

Although many therapy 
dogs are specially trained in 
their roles, just about any well-
mannered dog can serve in a 
therapeutic capacity. People may 
be surprised at all the many as-
sistance roles dogs can play.

• HELPING HANDS: 
Seniors who are handi-

capped may rely on dogs to do 
tasks around the house, from 
turning on lights to grabbing 
remote controls. Some dogs help 
companions move around a 
space by offering stability and a 
handhold.

• SEIZURE ALERT: 
Some dogs are trained to alert 

epileptics and those with seizure 
disorders to an upcoming episode, 
although this method of detection 

is not always foolproof. In general, 
seizure dogs provide companion-
ship and security to a person dur-
ing and after an episode.

• CANCER THERAPY: 
Getting diagnosed with can-

cer can be a stressful event. Go-
ing through chemotherapy and 
radiation can take its toll on the 
body. Cancer patients often need 
all of the love and affection they 
can get, or sometimes just a quiet 
companion. In a program like 
Pets for Pals, therapy dogs sit 
with cancer patients, often sens-
ing what ill people need. Dogs 
have the innate ability to love 
unconditionally. Having a dog 
around gives patients a differ-
ent topic of conversation other 
than their health and treatment. 
Petting a dog has been known to 
lower blood pressure and reduce 
stress as well.

• HELP CHILDREN READ: 
Dogs are  not judgmental 

and offer no criticism, which 
makes them prime helpers for 

children who need help learning 
to read or who have stage fright. 
Children can read stories to dogs 
who listen quietly and build up 
their confidence levels. Some 
schools and libraries even insti-
tute programs where dogs are in-
vited as the audience to student 
readers.

• SECURITY: 
Dogs have long been used 

as security guards. But even if 
a dog isn’t a trained guard, he 
can alert an owner if something 
is amiss in the house or if some-
one is at the door or outside of the 
home. Seniors who live alone can 
benefit from the companionship 
and level of security that dogs 
provide.

Many therapy and service 
dogs start their lives as stray 
dogs or shelter dogs. Some train-
ing facilities actually seek out 
calm, well-mannered shelter 
dogs and give them a new lease 
on life as a person’s helper or 
companion.  

Many household injuries are attributed 
to falls down stairs. Even a simple slip can 
result in a sprained or fractured ankle or 
another broken bone. The elderly may be 
especially vulnerable when it comes to 
staircase injuries. There are ways to help 
prevent the scores of accidents attributed 
to stairs.

• Make sure stairs are clear of clutter. 
Any item left on the stairs is a tripping haz-
ard, even an errant sock. There should be 
nothing on the stairs that hinders a per-
son’s ability to go up and down safely.

• Make sure the stairs are well-lit. Ample 
illumination can make it easier to see the 
stairs and prevent shadows from forming. 
Feel free to increase the wattage of bulbs 
used over staircases. If visibility continues 
to be a problem, put a strip of refl ective tape 
on the edge of the steps.

• Make sure railings are secure — and 
used. Falls can be avoided by holding on to 
sturdy railings.

• Make sure stairs aren’t slippery. Non-
slip runners or other attachments can pre-
vent falls from slippery stairs.  

TIPS TO MAKE STAIRS 
SAFER FOR ELDERLY

$2350/month
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M Now, there’s daily relief for
Alzheimer’s caregivers.

As much or as little as needed.

At your service, 7 am to 7 pm, six days a week.

The Alzheimer’s Day Care Program provides caregivers

with time for self-care needs, other family responsibilities,

or work obligations.The highly experienced professional

staff offer caregivers “Flexible Drop-In Service” for people 

at all stages of dementia.

Parker’s Alzheimer’s Day Care Program is available 

Monday through Saturday and schedules can be 

individually customized.No minimum or maximum 

number of hours are required.

• A beautiful, safe, home-like environment. 

• Programs that address memory loss and daily 

living skills. 

• A broad range of supervised activities. 

• Bathing, grooming and personal care. 

• Excellent hot meals. 

• Assistance with eating disorders. 

• Family guidance and support groups. 

• Transportation available.

• Special Saturday evening “dinner and a movie” session.

The Alzheimer’s Day Care Program
at

Parker Jewish Institute for
Health Care & Rehabilitation

718-289-2105 or
516-247-6500, ext. 2105

Where Excellence Is the Standard

271-11 76th Avenue  •  New Hyde Park, NY 11040-1433
www.parkerinstitute.org
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Great rates on new or refinance mortgages. 

With mortgage rates at record lows, now is the time to take 
advantage. Applying is easy. 

Just visit our Mortgage Center online at amalgamatedbank.com.  
Or stop by your local branch and ask a branch manager for help.

Get more  
home  

for your money.

Offered rates subject to change without notice. Mortgage must be secured by a 1-4 family owner-occupied home. 
Credit and collateral are subject to verification and approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not and does not 
represent a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. 
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.
Examples: 15-Year Fixed-Rate Loan: A 2.959% APR loan for $200,000 will have 179 payments of $1,357.24 and 
one payment of $1,357.83. 
5/1 ARM (Adjustable-Rate Mortgage): A 2.856% APR loan for $200,000 will have 60 payments of $764.49 and, 
based on current interest rates, 299 payments of $831.24 and one payment of $832.43. After 60 months, the 
interest rate will be adjusted annually. These examples do not include payments for taxes and 
insurance, which will cause the monthly payment obligation to be greater. © 2012 Amalgamated 
Bank. All rights reserved.

2.75%   2.96%
15-year fixed-rate mortgage

5/1 adjustable-rate mortgage
2.25%   2.86%

APR

APR

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Under a new assess-

ment system, the state 
Education Department last 
week identified 16 Queens 
schools that were failing 
to help disadvantaged stu-
dents make progress on 
state exams.

The schools were 
among 221 singled out 
across the state where low-
income students, English 
language learners, stu-
dents with disabilities and 
those of certain ethnic and 
racial groups scored in the 
bottom 5 percent on math 
and English tests or with 
graduation rates below 60 
percent for the past few 
years.

Eight borough high 
schools the city attempted 
to restructure last year 
— Newtown in Elmhurst, 
Grover Cleveland in Ridge-
wood, Flushing, August 

Martin in South Jamaica, 
Richmond Hill, John Ad-
ams in Ozone Park, Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant in 
Astoria and Long Island 
City — were automatically 
added to the list.

The other schools put 
on the list were Martin Van 
Buren in Bellerose, Beach 
Channel in Rockaway 
Park, Jamaica , Excelsior 
Preparatory in Springfield 
Gardens, MS 53 in Far 
Rockaway, JHS 8 in South 
Jamaica, IS 192 in Hollis 
and PS 111 in Long Island 
City.

In May, the U.S. De-
partment of Education 
granted New York state a 
waiver to the No Child Left 
Behind Act, which the state 
argued set unrealistic and 
unattainable goals.

“The state’s new sys-
tem more closely resembles 
the city’s school Progress 
Reports by recognizing 
growth and measuring 

students’ college and ca-
reer readiness,” said city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott.

While the new sys-
tem has resulted in fewer 
schools being identified 
as struggling compared to 
last year, the state noted 
that “interventions and 
supports will be more in-
tensive and extensive.”

The city will be re-
quired to come up with a 
comprehensive improve-
ment plan that will be im-
plemented at each school no 
later that the 2014-15 school 
year.

The poor-performing 
designation gives the city 
more flexibility on how 
it spends federal dollars 
at schools with large low-
income student bodies, and 
makes available new fund-
ing through the Obama ad-
ministration’s Race to the 
Top Initiative.

State puts 16 borough schools 
on new poor-performing list

and receive free room rental
when you book your party during the Showcase. 

book your event

join us for a
showcase

Sept 9th, 2012 12pm-4pm
featuring our buffet specialties, DJ show, decorator

and other vendors. Giveaways and Raffles!
*RSVP required by Sept 5th

1856 Veteran’s Memorial Hwy. Islandia, NY 11749 • 631.582.6615

Participating locations: Westbury, Farmingdale & Islandia
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Eleven years have gone by and the 
cityscape has changed drastically, but now 
there are names, like those of Bayside’s 
John Thomas Resta and his wife Sylvia San 
Pio Resta, which will forever be inscribed 
in Lower Manhattan.

John Resta and his wife worked for 
Carr Futures Inc. in the North Tower of 
the World Trade Center Sept. 11, 2001. They 
lost their lives, along with Sylvia’s unborn 
child, when terrorists attacked Manhat-
tan as well as the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C. and a jetliner that crashed in Shanks-
ville, Pa.

And after the 9/11 Memorial officially 
opened 10 years after the tragedy, their 
names were etched into slab N-62, facing 
north in the footprint of the tower where 
they once worked.

Not far from there, Astoria’s John A. 
Katsimatides’ name was embedded into 
the N-39 slab in honor of the late employee 
of Cantor Fitzgerald. His name was sur-
rounded by this co-workers. Londoner Alex 
Flum stopped at the spot on the memorial 
to read his name out loud in the days before 
the 11th anniversary.

“People don’t realize enough that these 
were someone else’s children, parents, rel-
atives,” Flum said. “But I don’t know a bet-
ter way to remember them.”

The memorial originally opened Sept. 
11, 2011, with two pools embedded into the 
footprints of the original Twin Towers. In-
side, a 30-foot waterfall acts as a reflecting 
pool for each building.

“But as important as the memorial is, 
and I believe it could not be more impor-
tant, we owe the victims much more than 

ceremonies and symbolism,” Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg said of the site. “We will 
never forget the devastation of the area that 
came to be known as Ground Zero. Never. 
But the time has come to call those 16 acres 
what they are.”

Designed by architect Michael Arad 
and landscape architect Peter Walker, the 
site includes a surrounding plaza filled 
with white oak trees and a museum yet to 
be completed.

“The opening of the 9/11 Memorial on 
the 10th anniversary of the attacks marked 
the beginning of a new chapter in the histo-
ry of New York City and the United States,” 
said Joe Daniels, president and CEO of 
the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum. “The memorial is now forever a 
place for visitors from across the country 
and around the world to pay their respects, 
reminding us not only of what we have 
endured, but also of our ability to come to-
gether in the wake of a tragedy.”

Since its opening, the 9/11 Memorial 
has grown into an international destina-
tion, swarming with visitors from all over 
the world.

Jonathon Rosenberg, of Chicago, was 
visiting New York with a friend last week 
and walked slowly around the North Tow-
er’s massive reflecting pool. He ran his 
hand across the names in the shadow of 
the new building at 1 World Trade Center, 
which at 1,776 feet, will top out as the tallest 
building in the United States.

“It will never be the same,” Rosenberg 
said, looking up at the new building, still 
growing to its full potential. “It has been a 
real reality check being here, but I’m glad 
we are showing this kind of respect to the 
victims.”

Queens victims immortalized 
in memorial at Ground Zero
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THE Olympics will 
decide the world’s fin-
est athletes, but when 
it comes to hometown 

heroes, there’s no competi-
tion: New York has the best 
on the planet.

It’s again time to salute 
our superstar neighbors 
with the 11th annual New 
York Post Liberty Medal 
awards, and we’re invit-
ing you, our readers, to 
tell us about those among 
us whose compassion and 
courage make this the most 
wonderful city on earth.

The Post is partnering 
with Fox 5 and getting an 
exuberant assist from quint-
essential New Yorker Regis 
Philbin, who has emceed 
the award ceremony for nine 

consecutive years.
“I’ll be there for this 

year’s great stories from the 
people in this city who have 
done something to make 
you feel good about New 
York,” said Philbin. “There 
are so many things like that 
going on in this town. If you 
know somebody who does 
good things, let us know; we 
want to say thanks and tell 
them how important they 
are to all of us.”

You’ll find it easy to nomi-
nate someone. Just log on to 
nypost.com/libertymedals 
and submit nominations in 
the eight categories outlined 
below: Leadership, Cour-
age, Lifetime Achievement, 
Young Heart, Freedom and 
one each for the city’s teach-

ers, cops and firefighters.
Just tell us in 100 words 

or less why your nominee 
deserves to be the toast of 
the town. You may nomi-
nate only living people. And 
please nominate as many 
heroes as you like.

A panel of notable New 
Yorkers, including NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
FDNY Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano and Lew Leone, 
vice president and general 
manager of WNYW-Fox5 and 
WWOR-My 9, will choose 
from among the nominees in 
each category to determine 
the winners, who will be hon-
ored by The Post on Oct. 17.

Each winner will receive 
a medal engraved with Lady 
Liberty’s torch and specially 
designed for The Post by 
New York graphic artist Mil-
ton Glaser, who created the 
iconic “I � New York” logo.

� Leadership Medal 
For a compassionate, 
disciplined person 
whose activities dur-
ing the past year most 
improved the quality 
of life in a borough or 
neighborhood.

� Freedom Medal 
For an immigrant 
New Yorker who best 
embodies the values 
of honesty, industri-
ousness and hard-
earned success,or 
a New Yorker who 
reflects the finest 
qualities of New York 

to the world.

� New York’s  
Bravest Medal 
For the firefighter 
or EMS technician 
whose performance 
in the line of duty 
best exemplifies 
the department’s 
unflinching heroism; 
to be selected in 
consultation with the 
FDNY. 
� New York’s  
Finest Medal 
For the police officer 
whose on-the-job per-
formance reflects the 

department’s honor 
and selflessness; to 
be selected in consul-
tation with the NYPD 
and the Port Authority 
Police Department. 

� Courage Medal 
For a notable act of 
bravery by a civilian 
that contributed to 
saving human life. 
� Educator Medal 
For an administrator 
or teacher who excels 
at preparing the next 
generation of New 
Yorkers for their future 
challenges. 

� Young Heart 
Medal 
For the youth under 
17 who most impres-
sively displayed 
adult resolve — not 
for a physical feat 
but for behavior that 
demonstrates moral 
character or mature 
judgment — in the 
past year.

� Lifetime  
Achievement Medal 
For the individual 
whose accomplish-
ments reflect the very 
best of our city. 

2012 LIBERTY MEDAL CATEGORIES

®®
How to Nominate Your Hero for 

  Fill out a nomination 
form and tell us in 100 words 
or less about an outstanding 
New Yorker who you feel 
deserves to be recognized. 
Before submitting your 
nomination, please identify 
the category for which your 
candidate is nominated.

Or mail your essay with the fully 
completed printed nomination form 

located at nypost.com/libertymedals to:

  New York Post 2012 Liberty Medals
Nomination Category 

1211 Sixth Avenue, Promotions Department,  
New York, NY 10036-8790

Or fax  
your 

completed 
nomination 

form to:  
(212)  

997-9272

3

Faxed and online entries must be received by 5 p.m. E.D.T. on 9/14/12. Mailed entries must be 
postmarked by 9/14/12 and received by 9/18/12. Incomplete forms/entries will be disqualified.

2

Go to nypost.com/libertymedals

d fi fi h

Liberty Medal 
Awards11The

Annual
th

1

Our secret 
Samaritans

For nomination rules, go to www.nypost.com/promotions.
In 

partnership 
with

TM

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Most of America re-

laxed on Labor Day, but 
the athletes at the 2012 US 
Open were not so lucky.

The threat of rain hung 
over the evening matches 
Monday, with clouds allow-
ing a few droplets to fall 
onto the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center, 
adding a heightened inten-
sity to two evening match-
es.

In Arthur Ashe Stadi-
um, Canadian Milos Raonic 
took on No. 3-ranked Scots-
man Andy Murray, whose 
control over the tennis ball 
pushed the boundaries of 
physics as the yellow orb 
flew in nearly impossible 
trajectories to land just out 
of his opponent’s reach.

Early on, Raonic was 
crushing serves past Mur-
ry at speeds approaching 
140 mph as the Scotsman 

seemed practically para-
lyzed as the ball shot past. 
But the numerous aces 
that have become synony-
mous with Raonic were not 
enough, and Murray even-
tually prevailed over his 
opponent 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 and 
moved on to the quarterfi-
nals.

 “I knew going into the 
match that I was going to 
have to return well,” the 
25-year-old said in a news 
conference following his 

victory, discussing his op-
ponent’s serving prowess.

Over in the smaller 
and more intimate Louis 
Armstrong Stadium, Ser-
ena and Venus Williams 
took on Maria Kirilenko 
and Nadia Petrova in a 
heated doubles match.

As the sisters rallied 
from behind toward the 
crescendo of the final game, 
the crowd grew tense. The 
dead silence in the arena 
between serves was bro-
ken only by the babbling 
of an infant that someone 
brought to the night match.

“Get a baby-sitter,” one 
US Open usher groused. 
“People paid a lot of money 
to see this.”

But just as the sisters 
seemed on the brink of ty-
ing the second set at five 
games a piece, a series of 
out-of-bounds shots led 
them to defeat in straight 
sets, 6-2 and 6-4. 

No rest for stars of US Open
who move up ladder to win

Venus Williams gets ready for a 
serve at the 2012 US Open. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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2013 Audi A4 2.0T quattro Premium Sedan
 

7 available
Leather, sunroof, heated seats, Bluetooth, iPod interface, wheel locks,  
polished exhaust tips, tire pressure monitoring system, all weather mats, 
trunk liner & more. Stk #7135

MSRP - $38,535

    Lease for only 

$359
/mo., 39 mos.*

First payment and security 
deposit waived.

843 Sunrise Highway, Lynbrook, NY  
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9A-8P,  
Fri. & Sat. 9A-6P, Sun. 12P-5P

Think Audi. Think AnchorAudiOfLynbrook.com 

Anchor Audi Anchor Solid
1-888-869-7519

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook
You’re just minutes away from a great Audi deal

Convenient to Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island
Only 10 minutes east of JFK Airport
Just 5 minutes east of Green Acres Mall

 
Anchor AudiGreen

Acres
Mall

JFK
Airport

Belt Parkway Sunrise HighwayC
ro

ss
 Is

la
n

d
 P

ar
kw

ay

Ve
rr

az
an

o
B

ri
d

g
e

2009 Audi A4 2.0T quattro – 
Auto, Meteor Red/Beige, 
Premium Plus, Heated Seats, 36k miles.  
Stock #756A

$24,995

2009 Audi A6 3.0T quattro – 
Red/Amaretto, Premium Plus, Navigation,  
Cold Weather Pkg, 31k miles.  
Stock #673A

$31,250

Save on every Audi Certified 
pre-owned vehicle. 

2013 Audi A8 L 3.0T quattro  

MSRP - $90,120
Security deposit waived.
4 available
Cold weather package, comfort package, 
20  ̈wheels, panoramic sunroof, dual 
pane glass, LED headlights & more. 
Stk #7134

Lease for only 

$999
/mo., 36 mos.*

2013 Audi A6 2.0T quattro 
Premium Sedan 

1 available
Leather, sunroof, heated seats, Blue-
tooth, iPod interface, 3-zone climate 
control, cold weather package, Audi 
side assist, all weather mats & more. 
Stk #7150

MSRP - $46,395

Lease for only 

$499
/mo., 39 mos.*

i AA6A6 22.0.0TTT qquattttrtt o
SeSeSeSedadan nn

959595

y 

***

First payment and security 
deposit waived.

*Leases include 10K miles per year. 25 cents/mi over. Lessee responsible for maintenance and excess wear. Due at 
signing: A4, A6, A8 - $2,995 cap cost reduction, $695 bank fee, tax & tags. First payment and security deposit waived 
on A4 and A6. Security deposit waived on A8. Total of payments - A4 - $14,001, A6 - $19,461, A8 - $17,964. A8 includes 
$3,000 conquest rebate. All rebates and incentives applied. Subject to credit approval through Audi Financial  
Services. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive offers. Offers cannot be combined. Prior sales excluded. 
Must take delivery from dealer stock by September 16, 2012. 

Kew Gds. man accused of stealing Torah silver
BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A man who authori-

ties allege was caught on 
camera stealing several 
valuable religious artifacts 
from three Queens syna-
gogues was apprehended 
by police and arrested last 
week, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Kew Gardens resident 
Roman Iskhakov, 26, faces 
charges of stealing from 
Congregation Ahavath Sho-
lom in Forest Hills June 18, 
the Beth Gavriel Center for 
Bukharian Jews in Forest 
Hills Aug. 14 and Young 
Israel of Queens Valley 
at 141-55 77th Ave. in Kew 
Gardens Hills Aug. 16, the 
DA said.

He was allegedly 
caught on surveillance 
camera in the latter two 
incidents, putting several 
items in his pants pockets 
and removing money from 
a charity box at the Beth 
Gavriel Center and enter-

ing the Young Israel of 
Queens Valley synagogue 
and leaving with two silver 
rimonims, authorities said.

Iskhakov is charged 
with burglary, grand larce-

ny and criminal possession 
of stolen property, the DA’s 
office said. If convicted, he 
could be sentenced to seven 
years in prison, the DA 
said.

The stolen items are 
valued at more than $3,000, 
the DA said, also alleging 
Iskhakov admitted to police 
that he took the religious 
artifacts from the Congre-

gation Ahavath Sholom and 
Young Israel of Queens Val-
ley and sold them to pawn 
shops.

George Srolovits, ex-
ecutive director of Young 
Israel, said detectives and 
the prosecutor called him 
about the arrest the night it 
occurred.

“I feel sorry for him,” 
Srolovits said of Iskhakov’s 
arrest Aug. 28. “But it had 
to be done. I’m glad that he 
won’t be able to do this any-
more.”

In addition to the two 
silver rimonim ornaments, 
a silver pointer and breast 
plate are believed to have 
been stolen from Young 
Israel. Srolovits said none 
of those items have so far 
been recovered.

The DA alleges Iskha-
kov also stole breast plates, 
a silver pointer, a wine cup 
and a silver-coated plate 
from Congregation Aha-
vath Sholom and a silver 
plate, a silver pointer and 

$200 from a charity box 
from Beth Gavriel Center.

Several of the silver 
items are traditionally 
used to adorn the Torah 
and often are donated in 
the memory of a loved one, 
having sentimental value 
in addition to monetary.

A man who answered 
the phone at the Beth Gavr-
iel Center but did not give 
his name or occupation 
said the neighborhood was 
generally quiet and theft 
was rare. He said he was 
not happy a man had to be 
arrested, but he recognized 
it as a way to stop crime.

“You tell me how you 
were feeling if someone 
was stealing from your 
home,” he said. “It’s not a 
good thing. It’s not a good 
feeling,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Silver religious artifacts like the ones stolen are traditionally used to adorn the Torah.
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BY ALEX PALMER

This weekend the Noguchi Mu-
seum will close up its current ex-
hibit and hold its final Music in the 
Garden session for the summer. But 
at this space, dedicated to the work 
of 20th century artist and designer 
Isamu Noguchi, the end of one sea-
son promises the beginning of a new 
set of rich programming and explo-
rations of the sculptor’s work.

The Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Road in Long Island City, manages 
the world’s largest and most exten-
sive collection of Noguchi’s work as 
well as his complete archives. The 
Long Island City space itself was 
designed by the artist to present 

his works in sculpture, paper and 
architecture as well as designs for 
furniture, lighting, landscapes and 
theater.

Music in the Garden, which 
takes place the second Sunday of ev-
ery month from June to September, 
will be closing out the season with a 
performance by classical guitarist 
Gyan Riley. Hosted in collaboration 
with Bang on a Can, the event allows 
visitors to experience Noguchi’s gar-
den design work, which included 
parks and plazas around the world 
from Detroit to Tokyo.

“Late in his career he put a fo-
cus on the gardens, and the sculpt-
ing of spaces, as he called it,” says 
Amy Hau, director of administra-

tion for the Noguchi Museum. “It’s 
very much at the heart of the insti-
tution.”

Those who visit the museum 
for the final performance will also 
be able to catch the last day of the 
Highlights from the Collection exhi-
bition. Every summer the museum 
features different aspects of Nogu-
chi’s life and work, and this year it 
put the focus on his pieces that used 
metal materials.

“It looks at different types of 
metals and techniques, whether cast 
metal, sheets of metal, or pieces sol-
dered into all different shapes,” says 
Hau. “We really hauled some gems 

TimesLedger, Sept. 6-12, 2012 WETimesLedger, Sept. 6-12, 2012TimesLedger, Sept. 6-12, 2012 W

Noguchi

Continued on Page 51

The Long Island City museum will close out its summer The Long Island City museum will close out its summer 
exhibition and music series, while preparing for fall activitiesexhibition and music series, while preparing for fall activities

The Noguchi Museum’s garden 
was inspired by the landscape 
design of Isamu Noguchi. 

Photo by George Hirose

The museum is located at 33rd Road and Vernon Boulevard in 
Long Island City. Photo by Elizabeth Felicella
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Bolivian expats in 
Queens number only a 
fraction of those from 
neighboring countries. 
That is reflected in the 
small number (perhaps 
three?) restaurants in the 
borough specializing in 
Bolivian cuisine compared 
to that of Peru or Ecuador. 
Elizabeth Murphy, a friend 
of mine of Bolivian (on her 
mother’s side) descent had 
been rhapsodizing about 
her native delicacies for 
years. When I learned of El 
Picante in East Elmhurst, 
I asked her to guide me 
through an exploration of 
the joys of Bolivian food.

The first thing that 
caught my attention at El 
Picante was a handwritten 
sign the said “cuy” in the 
window. This was not one 
of the dishes Elizabeth had 
extolled, but it was defi-
nitely on my food bucket 
list. More about that later.

The menu here is only 
a vague approximation of 
what’s on the menu here, 
so to speak. It is different 
from both the online menu 

on their website, and the 
takeout menu they hand 
out. It seemed that only 
some of the items listed 
are available on any given 

day. I was grateful to have 
someone along that was 
able to negotiate some off 
menu items for us.

Salteñas were one of 

the items most touted by 
Elizabeth. They are the 
Bolivian version of empan-
adas, those meat filled pas-
tries served, in one form or 
another, throughout South 
America. Chicken and beef 
salteñas were on the menu, 
but only chicken were 
available. The filling was 
a slightly sweet mélange 
of chicken, onion, hard-
boiled egg, olives, and a few 
less readily identifiable in-
gredients. The pastry shell 
was a shiny crescent flat-
tened at the bottom with 
a braided edge. Elizabeth 
observed that there should 
have been more juice in the 
filling, and, even without 
any basis for comparison, 
I concur.

We were out of luck 
on another menu item that 
Elizabeth had talked up, 
humintas, the Bolivian 
answer to tamales. Instead 
she talked them into serv-

El Picante
90-17 31 Ave. (90th-91st 

Sts.), East Elmhurst, 
Queens

718-779-6969
www.

restauranteboliviano.com
Price Range:  Appetizers: 

$2--12; Entrees: $8--16  (Cuy 
$45)

Cuisine: Bolivian
Setting: Small, no frills.

Service: Friendly, effi cient, 
fair command of English.

Hours: Mon-Thu 11:30 am - 9 
pm, Fri-Sat 11:30 am - 11:30 

pm
Reservations: optional
Alcohol: Beer & Wine

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded, karaoke 

sometimes.
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: yes
Wifi : yes

El Picante: A Bolivian adventure in E. Elmhurst

Cuy, or guinea pig, is served up spit roasted at El Picante in East Elmhurst. 
 Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 52

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

For more info go to flushingtownhall.org 
or call (718) 463-7700 x222 

YEARS

Celebrate!

UPCOMING:  

CLASSICAL MUSIC:

ST. LUKE’S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
SUBWAY SERIES + FOOD DRIVE
FRI, SEPT 14, 7:30 PM, FREE

FTH SNEAK PEEK  
FOR EDUCATORS
Previewing our new season of programs
Especially for school students
Principals, Teachers and Educators
SAT, SEP 15, 2-5 PM , FREE

EXHIBITION: 

CELEBRATING HISTORIC 
FLUSHING TOWN HALL’S  
150th ANNIVERSARY (1862-2012)
SUN, SEPT 9–SUN, OCT 7
OPENING RECEPTION: SUN, SEP 9, 12-5 PM 
Gallery Hours: Sat & Sun, 12-5 PM 
Suggested Admission: $5/Members Free 
Flushing Town Hall will exhibit historic 
items from a time capsule as well as 
historic Flushing photographs, postcards, 
and clothing from the Victorian age. 

LECTURE: SUN, SEP 9, 1PM
Archivist, Angelo Vigorito presents a brief 
fascinating lecture about the early years 
of Flushing Town Hall’s rich 150th history.

WORKSHOP: SAT, SEP 29, 1-5PM
Make your own decorative fans and  
dance cards from the Civil War ballroom 
with Teaching Artist Tina Seligman.

The 150th Anniversary of Flushing Town Hall Exhibition is made possible by the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs; New York State Council on the Arts, a State agency; Queens Borough President, Helen 
M. Marshall; NYC Council Members Hon. Leroy Comrie, Hon. James Gennaro; and Hon. Peter Koo; Queens 
Delegation; Bloomberg Philanthropies; the Dominick and Rose Ciampa Family Foundation; New York 
Community Bank Foundation; and Con Edison.  Special thanks to the Queens Historical Society, the Museum 
of Interesting Things and Councilman Daniel Halloran for the loan of maps, objects and photos of historic 
Flushing.  The St. Luke’s Subway Series is supported in part by funds from the National Endowment of the 
Arts and The MetLife Foundation.
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The Washington Square 
Outdoor Art Exhibit is 
pleased to include Martin H. 
H. Leff-Cinthus in the blocks 
of exhibitors. Mr. Cinthus will 
be in Schwartz Plaza, which 
used to be known as Bobkin 
Lane (between West 4th and 
West 3rd).

Diane the Moon Goddess

September 8th 
September 9th

Noon to

Martin H. H. 
Leff-Cinthus

6PM each day
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Hot Box — Conceived, directed, choreographed and 
performed by Chocolate Factory Artistic Director 
Brian Rogers, the performance will create a violent 
and chaotic situation with noise, fog, sweat and drinks.
When: Sept. 13-15, 8 pm; Sept. 17-21 8pm
Where: The Chocolate Factory, 5-49 49th Ave.
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: chocolate factorytheater.org

Behead the Playwright — When the actors revolt 
who saves the playwright? Should he be beheaded 
or should the actors be on trial? What’s the verdict 
and why the revolt? Ticket sales go to the Children’s 
Developmental Center. Call for advance tickets.

When: Sept. 28 and 29, 8 pm; Sept. 30, 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 358-3341

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Oratoria Winter Concert Auditions — Sing with 
the Oratorio Society of Queens and be part of 
the celebrated annual concert featuring Handel’s 
“Messiah,” Christmas carols and Chanukah songs. 
Reservations required.
When: Sept. 10 and 17, 7 p.m.
Where: Temple Beth Sholom (in the FSG Hall), 
172nd Street and Northern Blvd., Flushing
Contact: LeeAnn Close, (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.org

news
26 Twain's Finn
27 Make ___ (utilize)
28 Presidential delicacy
30 Sierra ——
31 "___ is believing"
33 Half  of  a 45
35 Surgical inserts
38 Fraction of  a min.
43 Top stories?
45 Logical beginning?
49 Peter, Paul, and Mary, 
e.g.
52 Lit up
54 Couch potato's focus
55 Dynamic forerunner
56 1492 ship
57 Glitch or hitch
59 European spouter
60 Cheer (for)
61 H.S. upperclassmen
62 1940s-'50s White 
House inits.
64 Three in Roma
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13 Batter a beach, perhaps
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16 Co. that formed NBC
17 Presidential offspring
19 ABA figure
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23 Dict. listings
25 Wordsmith's ref.
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32 "___ is more"
34 G.I.s' hangouts
36 The Giving ___ (Shel 
Silverstein book)
37 Deck protector
39 Lincoln is on it
40 Break new ground?
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42 M*A*S*H locale
44 Has ___ with 
(influences)
46 Fit to ___
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48 Maui birds
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55 Hands out, as duties
58 Celtic's "Doc"
62 "___ Town Too" 
(James Taylor)
63 Presidential weight
65 "No place to sit," on 
B'way
66 Navigation aid
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68 Corn locale
69 Fringe benefit
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1 Office letter
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5 Puts another way
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7 "Guarding ___"  
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8 "___ Thou Remember 
Me?" (Dickinson)
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10 Presidential bugs
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18 Ripley's "Believe It 
___"
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24 Name echoed in 1960's 
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WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

C MINUS
A S P S N E A R S W I N E
B A R E C A C A O A C I D
E R I E A S H F O R G O L D
L A S S M A T E T E E N S Y

O R E H A W
S A N E N E S S E L A P S E
C L A D P I L E T R O L L
R A M M A K E W A Y T A D
A M P L E H E E D N A V E
P O S E R S P R O M O T E R

S E T O N O
O D E S S A H E A P S H O T
G E N E T I C O D E T I L E
R A I N R E B A R O P E N
E N D S S L O M O P S S T

CONCERTS

Warm Up 2012 — The annual music 
series Warm Up at MoMA PS1 is 
celebrating its 15th year, featuring 
temporary urban landscape by 
HWKN called Wendy, the winning 
design of MoMA PS1’s 13th annual 
Young Architects Program.
When: Through Sept. 8; 
Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Battle of the Bands Grand 
Finale — Experience the 
excitement as various local bands 
compete for the fi nal $5,000 prize.
When: Sept. 9, 3 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino 
NYC, 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., 
South Ozone Park
Contact: (888) 888-8801

Handel’s “Messiah” — The 
Oratorio Society of Queens’ annual 
holiday concert, under the artistic 
direction of Maestro David Close. 
Reservations are required.
When: Mondays, Sept. 10 to 
Sept. 17, 7 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: visitqpac.org

The Gift of Wisdom — The 
concert is part of the 25-event, 
12-day Locating the Sacred 
Festival organized by the Asian 
American Arts Alliance.
When: Sept. 15, 2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: queensbotanical.org
 

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Queens College Choral Society 
Auditions — The Queens College 
Choral Society is seeking new 
members for its 2012-13 concert 
season, which will feature two 
extraordinary works for chorus 
and orchestra: Bach’s B Minor 
Mass and Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 2, “Resurrection.” Rehearsals 
are held from 7:30 – 9:45 pm on 
Wednesdays at Queens College, 
and will begin on Aug. 29. 
Auditions consist of basic singing 
skills; no preparation is necessary.
When: Wednesdays through 
Sept. 12, 6 pm
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

EVENTS

Live CD Recording — This show 
will be recorded and released as 
part of our “Best of the Laughing 
Devil” album series and features 
10 amazing comedians doing their 
best material, all on one show.
When: Sept. 7 and 8, 8–10 pm
Where: Laughing Devil Comedy 
Club, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Contact: (347) 91-DEVIL
Website: laughingdevil.com

Antique Motorcycle Show — If 
you want to enter your bike, 
arrive for registration.
When: Sept. 9, 10 am
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: queensfarm.org

Šri Ganesha Chaturthi — 
Thousands of our worshipers 
will accompany the chariot and 
will be joyously dancing to the 
tunes of music and drums. I 
hope you can participate in the 
procession and be a part of this 
grand celebration.
When: Sept. 14 to Sept. 23
Where: The Hundu Temple 
Society of North America, NY, 
45-57 Bowne St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 460-8484

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4800 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

Babich Family Owned Since 1939

NOW OFFERING FREE LUNCH DELIVERY

 
Steak

Seafood
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out of storage.”
But beginning in the fall, a 

much wider range of materials 
will be on view for the new exhibi-
tion, “Hammer, Chisel, Drill: No-
guchi’s Studio Practice.” Opening 
Oct. 3, the show explores Nogu-
chi’s working methods through 
a variety of hand and industrial 
tools.

“Thematically we look at all 
the handtools and machine tools 
and really open up the idea of dif-
ferent studio practices from differ-
ent periods in his life,” says Hau.

The exhibit will feature a 
variety of photographs, film foot-
age, and select sculptures that 
will help shed light on how the 
sculptor approached his work. 
The show tracks his career from 
the 1940s through the 1980s (he 
died in 1988), and in particular, it 
will look at how place shaped his 
materials and style.

In addition to his Long Island 
City studio, which sits across the 
street from the museum as well 
as a workspace in Manhattan, 
Noguchi worked in Querceta and 
Pietrasanta, Italy and Kanagawa 

prefecture and Mure, Japan.
“He traveled widely, and in 

different places where he traveled 
he would set up a studio, whether 
temporary or permanent, and 
was always in the studio making 
art,” says Hau. “It’s looking at all 
the different locations where he 
worked — whether Japan or Italy 

— and looking at all the different 
works he produced in the differ-
ent studios, the availability of dif-
ferent materials.”

She gives the example of how 
Noguchi’s work in Italy empha-
sizes stone carving, while in Ja-
pan it was ceramics.

Beyond “Hammer, Chisel, 

Drill,” the museum will be ex-
tending its First Fridays through 
the rest of the year, expanding 
hours to 8 p.m. in the evening on 
the first Friday of the month, with 
a pay-what-you-wish admission 
policy and cash bar serving beer 
and wine starting at 5:30 p.m. For 
these evenings, different design 

films will be screened as well.
The museum will also con-

tinue its Second Sundays series, 
bringing together experts in art, 
architecture and design to dis-
cuss a range of topics related to 
the exhibit and Noguchi’s work 
in general. October’s Second Sun-
day event will feature a curator’s 
talk about the exhibit and the 
next month the museum will be-
gin a weekend-long program that 
will also bring in current artists 
inspired by Noguchi or working 
in similar styles.

“It’s our version of an art-
ist in residence — they do a talk 
and demonstration about their 
work, their use of tools, and how 
Noguchi may have used similar 
tools,” says Hau. “It’s quite a pro-
cess because we’re really looking 
at Noguchi for inspiration, the 
type of work he did, and trying to 
bridge that gap between contem-
porary art and more traditional 
techniques.”

IF YOU GO
Noguchi Museum

9-01 33rd Road at Vernon Blvd.
Long Island City
(718) 721-2308
noguchi.org

Continued from Page 47

A Noguchi Museum installation part of Highlights from Collection, curated from Isamu Noguchi’s experimental work in the 
1940s and 1950s. Photo by Elizabeth Felicella

Great Neck Plaza AutoFest/Festival

For Information: 516-829-1301

Sunday, Sept. 9 • Noon - 5 PM
(Raindate: Sunday, September 16)

Featured Show Car:
“Chrysler’s Chrysler” 

Special Musical Attraction: 
The Meade Brothers

Classic cars • Musical entertainment
Rock walls • Bouncer rides • Carnival games 

Petting zoo and pony rides • Karaoke finalist contest

Great Neck Plaza Business Improvement District Production

“One Of One”
1937 Chrysler 
Imperial Built 

For The Founder 
Of Chrysler 

Motors

Sponsored by

50/50 drawing to benefit Ronald McDonald House
Tickets sold at festival mainstage
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ing us chuños, an off-menu 
item. One of the signature 
dishes of Bolivia, these 
are potatoes that are tradi-
tionally made freeze-dried 
potatoes. The potatoes are 
frozen for several days and 
then thawed and turn black 
and wrinkly in 
the process. But 
looks aren’t ev-
erything. They 
are a bland but tasty com-
fort food served sautéed 
with egg and a side slab of 
a mozzarella-like cheese. 
If you want to spice them 
up, there’s always a bowl 
of green chili sauce on the 
table to lend some heat.

K’allu is an authenti-
cally Bolivian salad made 
of shredded red onion, que-
so fresco, chopped tomato 
and hominy. It has both a 
pleasant tartness, and the 
hominy gives it a heft that 
you could make a meal of. 
I didn’t realize when I or-
dered it, but it comes with 
most of the mains.

Many of the main dish-
es listed on the menu were 
unavailable, but we man-
aged to snag some grilled 
beef (asado) with lima 
beans and maiz gigante. A 
very generous slice of beef 
was flavorfully marinated, 
pounded thin, and grilled. 
The beef reposed on a trio 

of larger-than-
life corn on the 
cob, king-sized 
lima beans and 

additional k’allu, lending a 
pop art quality to the meal. 
The lima beans were soft 
and buttery, but the maize 
gigante was not particu-
larly sweet.

Cuy (guinea pig, pro-
nounced coo-ey) was no 
part of Elizabeth’s early 
or recent diet. When I ex-
plained to her that guinea 
pig is an Andean delicacy 
that I’ve always wanted to 
try, she recoiled in horror. 
I ordered it anyway. What 
arrived was a platter that 
could have fed a family. A 
whole spit-roasted house 
pet came on a tray-sized 

platter along with homi-
ny, potatoes and yet more 
k’allu.

Squeaky was pretty 
tasty, I have to admit, if 
you can forget what you’re 
eating. The skin was extra 
crispy and the flesh suc-
culent. It could easily pass 
for extra fatty duck stuffed 
with morcilla (Spanish 
blood sausage). It’s easy to 
appreciate its appeal if you 
can get past some obvious 
biases.

The Bottom Line
For food lovers who 

are intent on partaking of 
every diverse opportunity, 
here’s another notch to add 
to your belt. For everyone 
else, you can find a tasty in-
teresting, modestly priced 
(except for the cuy) meal 
in no frills surroundings 
here.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 48

El Picante

DINING OUT

Answers in Sports

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. 
Make first left onto Manhasset Ave. (across from King Kullen Shopping Center). 

Make first left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Every Table has a MARINA SIDE VIEW of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Summer is Here at La Motta’s Waterside Restaurant
Steel Drum Sundays and Coladas

Live Bands Fridays & Buckets of Beers
New 

Things 
Are 

Cooking

At the Manhasset Bay Marina
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Jimmy’s Trattoria RistoranteBAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.
com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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Many neighborhoods in 
Queens boast their own restau-
rant row — a stretch of eclectic 
dining options ranging from the 
very elegant to the comfortably 
casual.

Metropolitan Avenue in For-
est Hills is one of those spots offer-
ing a growing collection of dining 
decisions to both out-of-towners 
and neighborhood regulars. La 
Vigna, at 100-11 Metropolitan 
Ave. for the past decade, boasts 
homespun cuisine prepared with 
a passionate flare by its chef and 
owner, Giuseppe Vitale.

Born in Naples, Italy, the 
chef brings old-world ideals to 
the Queens restaurant scene — 
combining the ingredients of 
traditional home cooking with 
a sophisticated touch for the dis-
cerning eater.

“When people come in here, 
I want them to leave happy,” said 
Vitale, who began his career as a 
chef working for the matriarch of 
Italian cooking, Lidia Bastianich. 
“People come in, they take their 
time, they enjoy the food. There is 
no rush here.”

That concept of good food 
taking time is the driving force 
behind La Vigna’s philosophy 

and the main ingredient to its 
success. Vitale cuts no corners at 
his restaurant. The chef believes 
owning a restaurant gives him 
the license to run it as he sees fit. 
This means offering customers 
where possible the freshest ingre-
dients and making them in house 
where feasible.

Many of the pastas are made 
daily by hand. The chef said fresh 
pasta tends to yield to flavors 
more readily and offer a far more 
pleasing texture than the dried 
variety. For some of the dishes, 
the chef also makes his own fresh 
mozzarella, and the creamy qual-
ity stands out in an unmatched 
mouth feel.

Vitale’s homemade mozza-
rella makes an appearance in 
the paccheri alla trasteverino, 
featuring tube-shaped pasta with 
eggplant, cherry tomatoes, gar-
lic, olive oil and basil. One of the 
chef’s homemade pasta dishes is 
the cavatelli con briciole di salsic-
cia, with bits of sausage and zuc-
chini.

Other standout dishes in-
clude the veal saltimbocca and 
the stuffed calamari appetizer.

But there is much to choose 
from at La Vigna, with daily spe-
cials making any decision a dif-
ficult one.

Two diners eating together, 
Mike Costanzo and Theresa Bar-
ringer, both of Howard Beach, 
said they have been coming to La 
Vigna since it first opened and 
there is always a new dish catch-
ing their eye.

“The specials are really spe-
cial,” said Costanzo. “Everything 
is done right, but it’s the people 
who work here and the hospital-

ity that really stands out.”
The importance of hospital-

ity is immediately evident at La 
Vigna. Waiters greet diners with 
warm, welcoming smiles and 
pleasant conversations that go far 
deeper than monotone readings 
of the wine list. Many customers 
know the staff on a first-name ba-
sis, which creates an atmosphere 
that even makes first timers feel 

comfortable.
The chef’s son and La Vigna 

manager, Anthony Vitale, grew 
up with Forest Hills as his sec-
ond home and sees many of his 
customers while he is out at local 
stores purchasing supplies for the 
restaurant. Customers even give 
him a good-natured ribbing about 
his lack of professional attire 
— a spectacle adding to the feel-
ing that this is a pleasant meal 
shared around the family dining 
room table.

“To run a restaurant you 
need a passion for cooking, but 
also a passion for pleasing the 
customers,” he said. “You will not 
survive in this business if you are 
just going through the motions.”

La Vigna offers seasonal 
food with an autumn menu on its 
way. Reservations are suggested 
and the restaurant is available for 
private parties and catering. Call 
718-268-4264, e-mail anthonyvi-
tale@lavignany.com or visit 
lavignany.com. La Vigna is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
noon to 10 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day from noon to 11 p.m. and Sun-
day from noon to 10 p.m.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Italian eatery proud of old-world customs
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Committee, for more polic-
ing. Vallone said last week 
he had learned from the DC 
37 Local 983 union that only 
one PEP officer had been 
assigned to all of Queens’ 
parks at the present time. 

Queens has more than 
400 parks, playgrounds, tri-
angles and malls.

The PEP enforces the 
Parks Department’s rules 
and regulations and the of-
ficers are assigned to not 
only the parks, but also 
beaches, marinas, recre-
ation centers and other 
public spaces. The officers 
are distinguished by their 
all-green uniforms and pa-

trolman shields.
PEP officers have the 

ability to issues summons-
es and make arrests as well 
as carry mace, batons and 
handcuffs.

First Deputy Parks 
Commissioner Liam Ka-
vanagh said in a statement 
that the borough had 12, 
not one PEP officer.

“The NYPD is the prin-
cipal anti-crime force in the 
city, including in all parks,” 
Kavanagh said. “Our PEP 
consists of unarmed peace 
officers who help to uphold 
quality-of-life rules in the 
city’s parks. Summer is our 
busiest time of year, and 
Parks enforcement patrol 
personnel are present at 
Rockaway Beach, at every 
Queens pool and at any ma-
jor events or concerts.”

Vallone insisted the 
Parks’ number of 12 offi-
cers was wrong. He said 
the seasonal staff is not suf-
ficient to fill the gap left by 
the PEP officers assigned 
to the beaches and special 
events.

“What they’re flood-
ing our parks with now are 
summer interns, welfare-
to-work people,” Vallone 
said.

The councilman said 
the large number of season-
al staff could be a danger 
because they do not have 
the training or the tools of 
PEP officers.

Seasonal staff cannot 
write summonses or make 
arrests, but they provide ex-
tra security, advise pool-go-
ers about swimming rules, 
find lost children and staff 

the front desk of the park’s 
recreational centers.

Vallone has made sim-
ilar calls to the city to in-
crease the NYPD’s officers, 
which he said have dropped 
from 41,000 in 2001  at the 
height of the Safe Streets-
Safe City Program, which 
began adding more officers 
in 1991, down to fewer than 
35,000 officers now.

He said the policing 
situation has been exacer-
bated lately in the wake of 
this summer’s mass shoot-
ings at a movie theater in 
Aurora, Colo., where 12 
people were killed, and at a 
Sikh temple in Oak Creek, 
Wis., where six people were 
killed.

branches of government 
and require greater disclo-
sure of outside income.

Sen. Timothy Kennedy 
(D-Buffalo) announced the 
reform, adding it would em-
power state citizens to take 
back their government.

“Over the last 10 years, 
Albany politicians were 
more likely to be indicted 
or resign amid scandal 
than to lose in a general 
election,” Kennedy said. 
“Following the long parade 
of public officials who have 
left office in handcuffs, our 
persistent call for change is 
starting to steer New York 
in a new direction.”

In a statement, Avella 

said entrenched senior 
legislators tend to become 
less concerned with ad-
dressing controversial 
issues instead of gaining 
leadership positions. In 
his bill, he wrote that term 
limits would be necessary 
to strike a balance in the 
democratic process.

“Politicians who serve 
for countless years tend to 
become stagnant, arrogant 
and reluctant to adopt new 
ideas,” Avella said. “This 
creates an arrogance that 
eventually leads to the 
dysfunction and corrup-
tion that has become syn-
onymous with Albany. The 
road to reforming Albany 
is long and unfinished, but 
creating term limits is a 
significant step in the right 
direction.”

and zoning.
He is no stranger to the 

public sector, however. He 
worked for several years in 
Washington, D.C., for both 
former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
and for former U.S. Sen. 
Bob Dole, and later in New 
York City for the Giuliani 
administration, both as 
counsel and for Giuliani’s 
mayoral re-election cam-
paign.

He said that experi-
ence puts him ahead of his 
contender Ulrich, who was 
elected to the Council’s 
32nd District in 2009.

“Kudos for him for 
winning the special elec-

tion and being in the City 
Council for three years, but 
I don’t think you can really 
compare the experience,” 
Reyes said. “I don’t think 
he’s going to be the kind of 
leader that we really need.”

He accused Ulrich of 
being a politician that goes 
with the flow and generally 
falls in line with Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn’s 
(D-Manhattan) agenda.

Reyes said that is part 
of the reason the Queens 
Republican Party backed 
him instead of Ulrich.

“He’s been a team 
player with the City Coun-
cil members and Quinn, 
but not with the people in 
the Republican Party in 
Queens,” Reyes said.

Reyes said he differs 
with Ulrich on the issue of 
raising the minimum wage, 

which is currently being de-
bated in the Senate. While 
Ulrich has come out in fa-
vor of a higher minimum 
wage, Reyes disagrees with 
that position.

He said a minimum 
wage increase forces small 
businesses to fire employ-
ees or prevents them from 
hiring new workers if they 
are not able to afford to pay 
the minimum.

“I don’t think it’s the 
right time to really do it,” 
he said.

The Senate is consid-
ering raising the minimum 
wage to $8.50 from $7.25 an 
hour.

But Reyes was more 
ambivalent on another is-
sue that Ulrich supported: 
upholding rent stabiliza-
tion.

“I think it’s a compli-

cated issue and you don’t 
want to throw people out 
that really have been reli-
ant on rent stabilization,” 
he said, but added that 
he thought at some point 
something would have to 
be done.

Reyes also spoke about 
other hot-button issues, 
such as crime, saying that 
it is a cyclical problem that 
is best combated with bet-
ter education and training 
in business.

He said stricter gun 
laws, such as a state pro-
posal to microstamp guns, 
would not alleviate the 
problem because he said 
New York already has some 
of the toughest laws in the 
country. Instead, greater 
enforcement of the current 
laws is needed, he said.

“It’s going to stop it if 

you arrest people for crimi-
nal behavior and give them 
a good education and hope-
fully stop that cycle of pov-
erty,” Reyes said.

He said he would sup-
port hydraulic fracturing 
in New York state, although 
with caution, saying the 
practice is “controversial 
for a reason.”

“It really could dam-
age the groundwater and 
you don’t even know what’s 
going to happen for years to 
come if you’re not careful,” 
he said.

He said hydrofracking 
needs to be carefully and 
properly insulated to pro-
tect against contaminating 
water supplies.

On gay marriage, 
Reyes said he believes in 
traditional marriage al-
though recognizes that gay 

marriage “is the law of the 
land now.”

He said he would not 
have voted to pass the gay 
marriage bill and said it 
should have had a refer-
endum instead. He said he 
would not get into hypo-
theticals about whether he 
would vote to repeal it.

In general, Reyes said 
his policies would be guid-
ed by common sense and 
making the government 
work for people.

“You really have to use 
your own best judgment 
and study the issue and 
vote accordingly,” he said. 
“Whether or not you’re 
everybody’s best friend is 
irrelevant. You have to do 
what’s best thing for the 
people that you’re repre-
senting.”

vention center at Aqueduct 
could be a source of major 
revenue for the city and 
state, saying it is too close 
to John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport to be over-
looked.

“We don’t need to have 
the largest convention cen-
ter in the nation — even 
a mid-sized one would be 
beneficial to the state,” he 
said. “We would have to 
talk about traffic improve-
ments, infrastructure 
improvements and public 

safety, aside from job cre-
ation. But the growth there 
is something we have to 
look at.”

Another potential 
source of jobs for the bor-
ough would be a Walmart 
or another big box chain 
store, said Addabbo, but the 
senator cautioned a store of 
that size cannot be placed 
in an area where it would 
overwhelm local small 
businesses.

Addabbo suggested the 
Rockaways as an area with 
the need, the space and a 
lack of mom-and-pop stores 
that in other neighbor-
hoods would be devastated 

by stores like Walmart.
“I’m very much in fa-

vor of competition, it’s good 
for the commercial mar-
ket,” he said. “But we have 
to be selective. Rockaway 
has the space and a high 
unemployment rate. They 
have been crying for some-
thing like this.”

Besides helping the un-
employed get back to work, 
Addabbo said he wants to 
make sure those who are 
employed can afford to sup-
port their family, which is 
why he supports raising 
the minimum wage. The 
senator said raising mini-
mum wage by $1.25 to $8.50 

an hour would not be a job 
killer because companies 
want to do business in the 
city — and they will not 
pack their bags if wages 
went up.

“It’s the right thing to 
do for people who are strug-
gling during these tough 
times,” he said. “We should 
not have left the June ses-
sion in Albany without 
passing minimum wage. 
It is something we need to 
address immediately when 
we are back in December.”

-Addabbo addressed 
another Albany incident in 
June that his possible Sen-
ate opponent, City Coun-

cilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), raised in an 
earlier interview with the 
TimesLedger. Ulrich said 
the senator was one of the 
lawmakers who walked out 
on a bill that would have 
expanded a DNA database, 
allowing for DNA samples 
to be taken from anyone 
convicted of a crime in the 
state.

The bill passed, but 
Addabbo said he and his 
Democratic colleagues left 
the session because the bill 
also lumped in  redistrict-
ing with expanding the 
database. Addabbo recalled 
the Senate vote occurred 

after midnight, away from 
the eyes of the public and 
media.

“They knew the pro-
cess of drawing up redis-
tricting lines was so flawed 
that they lumped it in a bill 
with teacher evaluations, 
pensions and the DNA da-
tabase and voted on it after 
midnight,” he said. “We 
didn’t walk out because we 
were cowardly, we walked 
out because we did not want 
to stand for a sham like 
that. It was a shame what 
they did. It was a protest to 
show that night was not a 
good night for government. 

Continued from Page 5

Reyes

Continued from Page 4

Offi cers

Continued from Page 5

Addabbo

Continued from Page 5
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Dylan King has seen 
his family attempt to talk 
to his grandfather Vince 
O’Connor about retiring 
from coaching football at 
St. Francis Prep. And the 
answer is always the same.

“He just says, ‘Next 
year’ and never retires,” 
the senior lineman said.

The legendary head 
man is starting his 60th 
season at St. Francis Prep 
and 59th as the school’s 
varsity coach. He joked that 
his wife Rose wanted him 
to give it up 50 years ago, 
but he is still going strong 
at the age of 81. O’Connor, 
who has had a chance to 
coach his son Martin and 
grandsons Dylan and Pat-
rick, is still at all of the 
squad’s off-season work-
outs, practices and games. 
He even was ejected in 2009 
for arguing a call against 
Fordham Prep.

“I enjoy what I do,” 
O’Connor said. “It’s as sim-
ple as that.”

O’Connor started 
coaching when SFP was on 
North 6th Street in Brook-

lyn and Harry Truman was 
president. He has 326 wins 
— second in state history — 
16 CHSFL titles, including 
14 at the highest classifica-
tion. He has coached nine 
pros, four Walter Camp 
All-Americans and coaches 
like former New York Jets 
and Giants offensive coor-
dinator Dan Henning, Rut-
gers head man Kyle Flood, 
C.W. Post head Coach Bryan 
Collins and retired Chami-
nade Coach Bill Basile. The 
school’s new multimillion-
dollar training center is 
named after him.

“It’s something most 
schools will never, ever 
encounter,” St. Francis ath-
letic director Sal Fischetti 
said. “You are never going 
to find anybody now that 
can establish a legacy [like] 
he has.”

O’Connor’s legacy 
stretches far beyond 
what his teams have ac-
complished on the field, 
but playing for O’Connor 
has created a close bond 
among his former players. 
All but one of the Terriers 
coaches on all three levels 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

While the Christ the 
King roster may have 
changed and gotten young-
er, John Fayad’s confidence 
in his players is unwaver-
ing.

“I believe as much in 
this team as I did the team 
from last year,” the Royals 
coach said.

Last season was a 
historic one for Christ the 
King’s girls’ soccer pro-
gram. The Royals won 
their first CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title by beating 
Mary Louis in an overtime 
thriller. Despite the loss of 
top scorers Fabiana Rebec-
ca and Christina Viaggio, 
it left this group hungry to 
experience that euphoric 
feeling again.

“We can’t go back to 
what we were,” junior mid-
fielder Francesca Giglio 
said. “It’s pushing us to 
still be at the top.”

This Christ the King 
team’s strength will be its 
defense, when three start-
ers return, including goal-
keeper Kristin Drogsler 
and sweeper Cathy Lume, 
one of the team’s captains. 
The ultra-athletic Drogsler 
distinguished herself as 
one of the city’s best keep-
ers last fall, hammered 
home by numerous late 
key saves in CK’s Diocesan 
championship-game win. 
Left fullback Destiny Mari-
no, a physical presence, re-
turns. She will be joined on 
the back line by freshman 
Medina Mulic, who could 
also see time elsewhere.

“We got used to each 
other, when to back each 
other up, where each other 
is going to be,” Marino 

said.
Added Fayad: “The 

defense will be as good as 
anybody’s defense in the 
league.”

Giglio, another cap-
tain, will take over as the 
squad’s go-to scorer up 
front and will play left mid-
field after notching three 
goals and six assists a year 
ago. Lone senior Stephanie 
Rivera returns at right mid-
field and Fayad believes 
she is primed for her best 
season yet.

“She’s definitely 

ready,” Lume said of Giglio. 
“She is a very strong play-
er. She has her head in it, 
her heart in it.”

Freshmen Diana Para-
vados and Andrea Cardozo 
will be at midfield. Fayad 
described the former as 
excellent at controlling 
pace and the latter as more 
offensive-minded with a big 
right foot. Speedy freshman 
Sarah Nolan is expected to 
aide in the goal-scoring at 
forward.

Fayad and the play-
ers admit it is a matter of 

this talented group jelling, 
learning to play together 
and putting all the pieces in 
the right place. They have 
all seen a growing commu-
nication on the field that 
have them believing Christ 
the King will be back chal-
lenging for another crown.

“They have experi-
ence,” Lume said. “They 
are up to our level at this 
point. Once you know what 
you have to do, you just fig-
ure it out.”

Continued on Page 59

Prep football coach 
celebrates 60th year

Royals eyeing BQ title run
Though young, CK Coach John Fayad is confi dent soccer team

Destiny Marino will lead a formidable Christ the King defense this fall. Photo by William Thomas

St. Francis Prep’s head Coach Vincent O’Connor enters his 
60th season at the school and 59th as varsity coach. 

Photo by Denis Gostev
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Mary Louis’s prized 
freshmen class from a year 
ago is no more.

Sophomore star point 
guard Mei-Lyn Bautista, 
highly touted forward Jor-
dan Agustus and reserve 
guard McKayla Hernandez 
are all transferring from 
the Jamaica Estates school 
to St. Mary’s in Manhasset, 
L.I., their parents said.

They entered TMLA as 
arguably the best freshmen 
group in New York City and 
were immediately placed 
on the basketball varsity. 
Bautista and Agustus were 
both starters. The group 
exits along with guard Jas-
mine Nwajei, who trans-
ferred to Murry Bergtraum 
during the season.

“That made the tran-
sition easier and perfect,” 
Agustus’ mother, Nicole 
Walker said. “We are all 
like family.”

Each player gave a 
different reason for their 

departure and the parents 
said the decisions became 
official in the last few days. 
Hernandez left because of 
travel concerns, Bautista 
said Mary Louis wasn’t 
what she expected and 
wanted a change, and Walk-
er felt St. Mary’s would be a 
better fit academically for 
her daughter.

“We just wanted to 
try something new,” Mei-
Lynn’s father, Butch, said.

All three praised Hill-
toppers Coaches Joe Lew-
inger and former assistant 
Kevin White for all they 
had done for their daugh-
ters. Lewinger said he and 
White spoke recently, when 
he informed Lewinger he 
would not return. Junior 
varsity Coach Joann Arbi-
tello will be back.

“Jordan’s mother has 
spoken to the administra-
tion and McKayla’s mother 
has spoken to the adminis-
tration,” Lewinger said. “I 
was unaware that Mei was 
leaving. No one was con-

tacted or told otherwise.”
The freshmen helped 

Mary Louis post a 13-17 re-
cord over the winter and 
reach the CHSAA Class A 
state final in a year that 
saw the club come in with 
much higher expectations. 
The three are eligible to 
play right away because 
CHSAA Nassau/Suffolk’s 
bylaws allow freshmen to 
transfer without any re-
strictions. TMLA’s junior 
varsity won the CHSAA 
city title last season.

“I wish them the best 
of luck,” Lewinger said.

St. Mary’s Coach 
Tom Flynn did not return 
phone messages Aug. 27. 
His squad went 12-13 last 
season and has played sec-
ond fiddle to league powers 
St. Anthony’s, St. John the 
Baptist, Holy Trinity and 
Kellenberg in recent years.

Butch Bautista said 
the decision wasn’t person-
al. His daughter has played 
for White since she was in 
grammar school at St. Kev-

in’s and the NYC Heat. Bau-
tista said the decision was 
made independent of White 
leaving. They considered 
staying at Mary Louis or 
heading to Francis Lewis, 
but picked the Long Island 
institution to remain in a 
Catholic school.

“It was tough [to leave] 
because I did make good 
friends,” Mei-Lynn Bau-
tista said. “The school was 
great. It’s always hard to 
leave people who [you] are 
close to. It wasn’t easy, but I 
did what I wanted to do.”

The threat of Bautista 
leaving made Hernandez 
reassess his daughter’s 
situation even more. He’d 
give her rides to school, but 
she would often stay with 
Bautista instead of having 
to travel all the way home 
after practice. He said she 
would be up until 1 a.m. do-
ing homework before doing 
the process all over again 
the next day. 

They looked at other 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was an opportu-
nity Amanni Fernandez 
couldn’t pass up.

The 5-foot-6 rising se-
nior basketball point guard 
had intentions of return-
ing to Christ the King next 
season. Interest from Dart-
mouth in late July ended up 
making her reassess her 
situation.

She and her mother Je-
zebel looked for an institu-
tion with superb academics 
and found one in The Law-
renceville School, which 
she will attend this fall and 
reclassify into the class of 
2014.

“It was one of the top 
academic schools in the 
country,” Fernandez said. 
“I couldn’t turn it down. 
My goal is to go to the Ivy 

League.”
Fernandez found out 

she was accepted and would 
receive financial aid from 
the New Jersey private 
school Aug. 24. Fernandez, 
who said her family could 
no longer afford the Christ 
the King tuition, decided 
a move would be best. She 
informed Royals Coach 
Bob Mackey and is already 
at Lawrenceville in prepa-
ration for the upcoming 
school year.

“She’s a great kid, 
good player, good student,” 
Mackey said. “I wish her 
the best. If that’s something 
that the family feels, I’m not 
going to tell anybody how 
to raise their child. She’s 
been a great asset to Christ 
the King and she will be 
missed.”

Her departure leaves 

CK without its two veteran 
point guards. Last year’s 
starter, Alyssa Gatti, is re-
covering from a torn ACL 
and is hopeful she could re-
turn in January. Fernandez 
talked in late July of possi-
bly seizing an opportunity 
for increased playing time 
after a rocky junior cam-
paign that did not see her 
meet expectations.

Mackey said the team 
has won without a point 
guard before and it’s some-
thing they will deal with 
come November.

“It was just the big-
gest heartbreak for me,” 
Fernandez said of leaving 
CK. “If I could have chosen 
not to leave, I definitely 
wouldn’t have left if it was 
any other school. I had to 
pick out what was best for 
me.”

www.uwds.com • (888) 631-2131

Fernandez leaves CK team 
for chance at Dartmouth

Mary Louis sophomore jump ship to St. Mary’s

Point guard Mei-Lyn Bautista is one of three players leaving Mary 
Louis for St. Mary’s of Manhasset (L.I.). Photo by Lauren Marsh
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have played for O’Connor 
from the 1960s to present 
day. Some will come back 
to help out for a few hours, 
often taking their lunch 
break to do so.

“Everybody here has 
that father figure relation-
ship with him,” head as-
sistant Richie Carroll said. 
“They are all looking for 
his approval.”

Added assistant Coach 
Justin Kelly: “He is the ce-
ment that holds this all to-
gether.”

A few things haven’t 
changed in 60 years. 
O’Connor played his high 
school football at Manual 
Training, now Secondary 
Schools for Law, Journal-
ism and Research, and still 
lives in a rent-controlled 
apartment in Park Slope. 
The Terriers still practice 
on public park fields and 
have never had a goal post 
to work with. The team’s 
line of scrimmage and first 
down markers are still fire 
hoses donated by alumni in 
the Fire Department. There 

are also the cars honking 
their horns as they pass 
the team practicing at Cun-
ningham Park.

“That’s the Holy Cross 
people giving us the busi-
ness,” O’Connor said with 
smile.

The now soft-spoken 
coach’s strength has al-
ways been on his black-
board. Even today he chal-
lenges his coaches to solve 
different situations. Kelly 
was a sophomore on the 
1966 team, considered by 
O’Connor to be his best. He 
remembers the coach com-
ing in at halftime, mak-
ing a few adjustments and 
watching his team run the 
play for a touchdown the 
next time they used it.

“He knew exactly what 
he was doing; just show him 
where the other team was,” 
Kelly said. “He was like a 
film in his head before film 
became popular.”

The support from his 
family — especially his 
daughter Rose — and his 
coaching staff is one of the 
biggest reasons O’Connor 
is still able to keep coach-
ing. They provide him rides 
to and from games or allow 

him to travel to scout an op-
ponent.

The program hasn’t 
played at the same level as 
in the past last few seasons, 
moving down into the CHS-
FL’s ‘AA-A,’ the league’s 
second division, last year. 
The Terriers went 5-4 and 
lost in the Class A title 
game. SFP expects to be 
better this year behind a 
strong junior class.

O’Connor’s presence 
still has a strong effect on 
his current players, many 
of whose brothers or fathers 
played for him. He can still 
recite the personal story 
of many of his current and 
former players.

“Everyone will be 
tired, kind of moping 
around a little bit,” said Ter-
rance Stackpole, who has 
numerous family members 
play at the Queens school. 
“He will come over and ev-
eryone will start running 
more. He’s definitely still a 
force.”

O’Connor’s legacy will 
be etched in the program 
even after he decides to stop 
coaching because of the im-
pact he’s had on the play-
ers who still come back to 

Continued from page 57 

O’Connor coach. For now he remains 
as a reminder of what the 
team is playing for and a 
link to everyone who has 
put on a St. Francis Prep 
jersey.

“We talk about pride 
and tradition,” Carroll 
said. “Every day we have 
tradition walk out on the 
field.”

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Bayside Little League wins title

The Bayside Little 
League Boys of Summer 
team won the Rosenbluth 
Championship last week, 
closing out a strong sum-
mer on a high note.

The Bayside 10-year-
olds took on the Whitestone 
Angels at Valle East Field, 
at 35th Avenue and 216th 
Street in Bayside, Aug. 27. 
Bayside beat Whitestone 
3-1 in six innings of play.

Bayside right-hander 
Nicholas Perez hurled for 

the title matchup, allow-
ing only one run in 5 1/3 
innings. Perez also hit a 
game-winning home run 
to seal the championship, 
driving in a run by first 
baseman John Callahan. It 
was Perez’s third home run 
of the season.

Manager John Cal-
lahan led the team to the 
championship along with 
Coaches Gallo Cabrera and 
Randy DeCastro.
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ANDALL OTHERMAKES&MODELS!
TOYOTAS • HONDAS • FORDS • JEEPS • DODGES • NISSANS • HYUNDAIS

VEHICLES TO
BE SOLD FOR

$999

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Stk#U8309-79K mi. 1995 Jeep Cherokee 4x4. §Stk#U8591-51K Mi. 2006 Nissan Maxima SE was $15,000 now $9,000, Stk#U8572-94mi. 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee was $9,000 now $6,000, Stk#U8491-73K mi. 2002 Saturn SL2 was $6,000 now $3,000, **2005 Pontiac Vibe Sale Price $4,981, $99 Down, $99 per
mo. 48 Mos @ 9.9%APR. Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title, MV & fees are additional. Must have 750 credit score or better. See dealer for details. Subject to prior sale. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 9/9/12.

Pre-Owned Super Store

CREDIT PROBLEMS? NOT HERE!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Judgements • Repossesions 

• Bankruptcies • 1st Time Buyer • Divorce • Student Loans
IT DOESN’T MATTER… U WORK? U DRIVE
GardenCityCarDeals.com

Click Finance for Pre-Approval!

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $15,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

§

§

§

*

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Shuttle Service
✔ National Loaner Car Program

✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
✔ Free Towing Service  

✔ Express Service Lane And More 
Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT 

YOUR TRADE IN

$99
BANK REPOSSESSIONS
AUCTION VEHICLES
LEASING VEHICLES
CREDIT UNIONS

RENTAL VEHICLES

DOWN

$99
AND

PER
MONTH
with approval

Just200
VEHICLES!
OverOverOverOver

FRIDAY • SEPT 7TH

9AM-9PM
SATURDAY • SEPT 8TH

9AM-6PM
SUNDAY • SEPT 9TH

11AM-5PM

3 DAYS ONLY!

*

**















 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 6-12, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

WE

67

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Here in
  New York City.

Smartphones

.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of Android™ smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of U.S. national carriers. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice 
(min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail 
everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up 
to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or 
gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

on AT&T

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

HTC ONE™ X
Take high-resolution photos 
right from video
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