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HONORING THE BRAVEST

Carol Gies holds her granddaughter Madison, 3, during a ceremo-
ny to remember firefighters killed during 9/11 at a firehouse in 
Maspeth, which lost the most FDNY members in the city. Gies’ husband 
Ronnie was among them. See coverage on Pages 3,14. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

DOE cuts off 
tutoring fi rm  
for Bowne HS

BY JOE ANUTA

A tutoring company heav-
ily involved in a Flushing high 
school was the subject of a May 
audit from city Comptroller John 
Liu, and it was pulled from doing 
business with the city this week 
after a separate inquiry by the 
city Department of Education.

Champion Learning Center 
is a Manhattan-based contractor 
previously hired by the city De-
partment of Education for tutor-
ing services to the tune of $27 mil-
lion for one year. At John Bowne 
HS in Flushing, 787 students used 
the service last year, more than 
double the number of any other 
school in the city.

The city DOE said Tuesday 
evening that an investigation re-
vealed the company underpaid 
its tutors while charging the city 
full price, costing taxpayers $5.2 
million.

“For all procurements, city-
wide and DOE databases are re-
viewed to check for any prior con-
cerns with a vendor,” DOE said in 
a statement. “All notable findings 

Continued on Page 16

Boro pols slam  
FAA over poor   
fl ight planning
Feds end testing of LGA departures

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens officials gave the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion an earful Monday night after 
the agency failed to inform the 
borough about a change in flight 
patterns, which have generated 
a litany of noise complaints from 
Bayside and Whitestone.

“I am very concerned about 
how this came about without any 
notice at all to the affected com-
munities or their representatives, 
and how these changes might af-
fect our quality of life in the long 
term,” Borough President Helen 
Marshall said at the outset of a 
meeting in Borough Hall, at 120-
55 Queens Blvd.

The FAA had been testing 

out a new satellite navigation sys-
tem on a departure path that runs 
over the neighborhoods of Whit-
estone and Bayside, according 
to administration spokeswoman 
Arlene Salac, who attended Mon-
day’s meeting. The system allows 
planes to adhere more tightly to 
the prescribed path, whereas be-
fore the pilot had more leeway. 
If the path was like a multi-lane 
highway, by using the satellite 
navigation system, it is more like 
a single-lane road.

The path, called the Tnnis 
(pronounced “tennis”) Climb, is 
one of several departure paths 
that planes use to ascend into the 
air over Queens. Others, like the 
Flushing Climb, are used depend-

Continued on Page 16

BY REBECCA HENELY

Workers at an East Elmhurst car wash 
who previously rallied for better working con-
ditions voted 21-5 Saturday to join the interna-
tional Retail, Wholesale and Department Store 
Union, becoming the first car wash workers 
outside Los Angeles to do so.

Continued on Page 16

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (second from l.-r.) 
and state Assemblyman David Weprin call 
on the city to go above and beyond federal 
Voting Rights Act requirements.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The city violated the 

federal Voting Rights Act 
by acting too slowly on a 
2011 requirement to pro-
vide ballots in a South 
Asian language and delay-
ing them until 2013 , accord-
ing to a complaint filed by a 

nonprofit this week.
The federal govern-

ment determined in Octo-
ber that the city Board of 
Elections was required to 
provide a South Asian lan-
guage on ballots in certain 
areas in Queens and around 
the city, yet the city dragged 
its feet for months before 

settling on Bengali as the 
chosen tongue and hiring 
a contractor to update the 
software on the electronic 
ballot readers, according 
to the Asian American Le-
gal Defense and Education 
Fund, which filed the com-
plaint with the board.

Continued on Page 16

E. Elmhurst car washers 
fi rst to form union in NY

Bengali ballots pushed to 2013
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY REBECCA HENELY

Flushing Town Hall 
has worn many hats in its 
150 years, but its latest in-
carnation may be the one 
that most resembles the 
first.

For the building’s 
milestone anniversary, the 
Flushing Council on Cul-
ture and the Arts, kicked 
off its “Flushing Town Hall: 
150 Years of Community, 
Creativity and Culture” ex-
hibit at the hall Sunday.

The showcase, which 
runs until Oct. 7, primar-
ily features items from the 
time capsule laid in with 
the building’s cornerstone 
in 1862, like coins, business 
cards and a newspaper. It 
also has photos, postcards 
and clothes from the Victo-
rian Era.

“It’s a great opportu-
nity to see a glimpse of a 
time that no longer exists, 
but a look into the future of 
the Flushing Town Hall as 
well,” Ellen Kodadek, exec-
utive and artistic director 
of the hall, said.

The hall is at 137-35 
Northern Blvd. in Flush-
ing.

After its construction 
in 1862, the hall was used 
as a community gathering 
place to welcome home Civ-
il War soldiers, Kodadek 

said. Throughout the next 
century and a half, the hall 
went through many chang-
es. It was used as a theater, 
an opera house, a court-
house, a bank and possibly 
a house of ill-repute.

But in 1993, the Flush-
ing Council on Culture and 
the Arts began restoring 
what was then a broken-
down and graffiti-ridden 
building, turning it into the 
multicultural arts institu-
tion it is today. It opened to 
the public in 1999 and con-
tinues to host exhibits, per-
formances and community 
events.

“Our programs are as 
diverse as the visitors who 
walk through our doors,” 
Kodadek said.

For the first day of its 
exhibit Sunday, Flushing 
Town Hall hosted a talk by 
archivist Angelo Vigorito 
and visits from Flushing 
elected officials.

“I’m very proud to 
have this wonderful cul-
tural institution right here 
in my district,” City Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) said.

City Comptroller John 
Liu, who grew up in Flush-
ing, said he remembered 
the hall as a much different 
place and was happy to cel-
ebrate the anniversary.

“The Flushing Town 

Hall has been restored in 
so many ways to its great 
glory,” Liu said.

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), who 
loaned many historical ob-
jects for the exhibit, called 
Flushing Town Hall one of 
the jewels of New York City. 
He spoke of how the Flush-
ing Remonstrance, a peti-
tion to Director-General 
of New Netherland Peter 
Stuyvesant decrying his 
ban preventing Quakers 
from worshiping, was sup-
posedly written across the 
street. He said this letter ar-
guing on behalf of religious 
tolerance formed the basis 
of the First Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution.

“It’s amazing to think 
how much America was 
shaped in the 1-mile radius 
around this hall,” Halloran 
said.

The exhibition is open 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. Mem-
bers can visit for free and 
the suggested admission 
for others is $5.

“We look forward to 
another 150 years,” state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone 

Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.-r.), Councilman Dan Halloran, Flushing Town Hall Executive Director Ellen 
Kodadek, President Howard Graf of the Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts’ board of directors, 
Councilman Peter Koo and Comptroller John Liu pose at a celebration of the hall’s 150th anniversary. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Time capsule preserves
Town Hall’s 150 years



3
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, S

EPT. 16, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Twin sisters Amanda 
and Emily Ortiz smiled as 
they posed for photos with 
family friends at the 9/11 
memorial at Ground Zero 
Tuesday morning. The 
young girls from Whites-
tone were just 5 months old 
when their father, Emilio, 
perished in the attack on 
the World Trade Center 11 
years ago.

They were a year old 
on the first anniversary, 10 
years old on the 10th. Their 
ages will always eerily co-
incide with the numbered 
anniversary the entire na-
tion observes as it moves 
another year further from 
2001, but if the coincidence 
seems uncanny, it was lost 
on the girls.

“Scary, but exciting,” 
Amanda said with a smile, 
describing how she felt 
when she completed the list 
of victims’ names she read 
at the podium in the center 
of the memorial, ending 
with her father’s.

With a surname in the 
latter half of the alphabet, 
the Ortiz family had plen-
ty of time to spare before 
Amanda took to the small 
stage where family mem-
bers softly read the names 
of their loved ones.

The girls’ mother, 
Wanda, said they spent the 
better part of the morn-
ing wandering around the 
grounds of the new memo-
rial and visiting the large 
reflecting pools where they 
etched their father’s name 
on a piece of paper.

“We’ve gotten to know 
families throughout the 
years,” she said. “In a way 
it’s comforting to see the 
same families year after 
year.”

If the families and 
friends provide a sense of 
consistency, the place it-
self is rapidly changing. 
Last year’s ceremony was 
situated in what resembled 
a construction site more 
than anything else. This 
year the grounds were lush 
with trees, grass and fledg-

ling ivy patches.
Looking up, one no-

ticed that the steel skeletons 
of 1 World Trade Center and 
4 World Trade Center were 
almost completely sheathed 
in their glass skins. The 
cranes that protruded from 
their tops and the elevators 
that rode  up their exteriors 
would someday be gone, 
as would the construction 
workers, equipment and 
barriers that have been a 
constant reminder that the 
site was still in the process 
of being rebuilt, that more 
than a decade later it was 
still not completed.

In fact, the Sept. 11 
Museum had originally 
been scheduled to be open 
by now, and it was only on 
the eve of the 11th anniver-
sary that Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo reached an 
agreement that will allow 
construction to begin this 
fall.

Whereas last year poli-
ticians vied for space on 
the stage and time to speak, 

this year only family mem-
bers participated during 
the reading of their loved 
one’s names.

Woodside resident 
Edwin Morales carried 
around a framed photo of 
his cousin Ruben “Dave” 
Correa dressed in his 
FDNY uniform.

“I try to come every 
year,” he said. “This is his 
burial site.”

Many visitors to the 
memorial were asked if 
the 10th anniversary gave 
them a sense of closure, if a 
milestone had been passed 
that made the 11th easier.

“No, not easier,” said 
Eugeneia Bogado.

A mother from Flush-
ing said her 29-year-old son, 
Carlos Alberto Samaniego, 
worked for Cantor Fitzger-
ald, the financial firm that 
lost 658 employees in the 
World Trade Center, and 
she missed him every day. 

“That is forever,” she 
said.

                                                                                        

Amanda (l.) and Emily Ortiz hold a poster with photos of their father, who was killed on 9/11. Photo by Christina Santucci

The Zadroga Act is named after Joseph Zadroga’s (c.) son James, 
an NYPD detective who worked hundreds of hours at Ground Zero. 

AP Photo mayor’s office

Zadroga Act altered
to cover cancer cost

BY STEVE MOSCO

Many Queens resi-
dents had loved ones who 
died in the terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001, and some 
know people who continue 
to die from the complica-
tions of that fateful day.

Eleven years after 
tragedy shook the city on 
9/11, the federal govern-
ment has expanded health 
coverage to assist more first 
responders who emerged as 
heroes during the clean-
up at Ground Zero in the 
weeks and months that fol-
lowed the attacks.

The National Institute 
for Occupational Safety 
and Health added 50 types 
of cancer to the list of 
World Trade Center-related 
illnesses covered by the 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act Monday 
in a move that netted com-
pensation for thousands of 
sick rescue and recovery 
workers.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) knows all too 
well about the health prob-
lems faced by heroic first 
responders. Her cousin, Ste-
phen Johnson of Maspeth, 
was a firefighter involved 
in the rescue operations at 
the World Trade Center.

He died from black 
lung disease in August 
2006.

“This week we remem-
ber first responders who 
made the ultimate sacrifice, 

but we must also remember 
those who spent countless 
hours in rescue and recov-
ery efforts that came home 
and suffered from serious 
health problems because of 
it,” said Crowley. “Covering 
the cancers caused from 
9/11 in the Zadroga Act 
ensures our heroes get the 
health-care coverage they 
deserve after they gave so 
much for our city and na-
tion.”

The ruling adopts the 
Science/Technical Adviso-
ry Committee’s recommen-
dations to add 14 categories 
of cancer, including those 
affecting the respiratory 
and digestive systems. The 
committee is a govern-
ment agency charged with 
reviewing scientific and 
medical evidence linking 
cancer to the recovery ef-
fort.

U.S. Sens. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y) 
released a joint statement 
lauding the decision.

“We fought long and 
hard to make sure that our 
9/11 heroes suffering from 
cancers obtained from 
their work at Ground Zero 
get the help they deserve,” 
Gillibrand and Schumer 
said. “We will press on — 
with advocates, the com-
munity and our partners 
in government — to ensure 
that all those who suffered 
harm from 9/11 and its af-
termath get the access to 
the program they so des-
perately need.”

Quiet ceremony marks 9/11
Queens residents visit Ground Zero as it changes through the years

SEPT. 11, 2012
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Council districts redrawn
Commission releases fi rst draft with minor changes for county

BY PHIL CORSO

The city Districting 
Commission released its 
preliminary draft of the 
redrawn 51 City Council 
districts last week, setting 
the stage for a battle over 
representation from some 
minority groups in Queens 
that want new lines to en-
compass their ethnic com-
munities.

The redrawn lines very 
much resemble already-ex-
isting districts in Queens, 
but include slight adjust-
ments in areas like the 24th 
District, where parts of Ja-
maica and Fresh Meadows 
were cut out, and in Spring-
field Gardens, which was 
split from one lone district 
into three. Even though 
there were minor changes 
made to districts within 

the borough, 
some argued 
the new lines 

did not properly address 
ethnic demographics.

Member organizations 
of the Asian American 
Community Coalition on 
Redistricting and Democra-
cy came out against the pre-
liminary draft, saying in a 
statement that public input 
was not reflected in the re-
drawn lines. In particular, 
Accord organizations said 
key neighborhoods in the 
Asian-American commu-
nity, including Richmond 
Hill and South Ozone Park, 
would suffer from poor rep-
resentation.

“Nothing has 
changed,” said Richard 
David, executive director 
of the Indo-Caribbean Alli-
ance. “These draft lines in 
Richmond Hill and the sur-
rounding areas ignore the 
drastic ethnic, economic 
and social changes we have 
seen over the last decade. 
We are now wondering 
whether this process will 
empower our residents or 
move our community for-
ward.”

Accord has promoted 
the Unity Map, which in-
cludes suggested district 
lines that would bring to-

gether Richmond Hill and 
South Ozone Park into the 
same jurisdiction.

The new lines, released 
Sept. 4, come on the heels 
of several public hearings 
and will continue to evolve 

through a second round of 
meetings beginning Oct. 2. 
The districts are redrawn 
every 10 years to best reflect 
census data throughout the 
city, the commission said.

“There are many 
more views that need to be 
shared with the commis-
sion given the significance 
of redrawing these lines 
for the next 10 years,” said 
Districting Commission 
Chairman Benito Romano. 
“We encourage the public 
to participate and look for-
ward to hearing from more 
of the public in the second 
round of hearings.”

Borough activist and 
small business owner Tony 
Nunziato from western 
Queens said he was still 
hopeful that communities 
would be well-represented 
as the drafting process 
moves forward. Nunziato 
said although it was still 
early on, he was not com-
pletely satisfied with the 
splitting up of communities 
in Maspeth and Middle Vil-
lage.

“You can’t split a town 
in half,” Nunziato said. 
“We don’t want a line to be 
drawn. We want represen-
tation.”

Preliminary City Council district lines largely resemble those of the past in Queens, with some excep-
tions in the central and southern parts of the borough. Map courtesy city Districting Commission

Representatives from a coalition promoting more robust vot-
er turnout in Asian communities hold up voter guides. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Group seeks to register 
Asian voters in Queens

BY JOE ANUTA

Asian-American resi-
dents of Queens are a sleep-
ing political force, and a 
group of civic and nonprofit 
groups announced a plan 
last week to tap into that 
power for upcoming state 
and federal elections.

In response to histori-
cally tepid voter turnout in 
Asian-American communi-
ties, the MinKwon Center 
for Community action an-
nounced a citywide cam-
paign last Thursday called 
Vote 2012: One Voice, One 
Vote at its office, at 136-19 
41st Ave in Flushing.

“The idea is not just to 
get Asian-American candi-
dates elected,” said Steven 
Choi, executive director of 
the nonprofit, which acts as 
an advocacy group for new 
immigrants, especially 
from Korea. “We want to 
ensure whoever is elected 
is accountable to our com-
munity.”

Across the five bor-
oughs, the campaign will 
use voter guides in several 
languages, door knocking 
and mass phone calls to try 
and reach 25,000 voters in 
the primary and general 
elections this fall. The co-
alition consists of eight 
groups from across the city, 
including Jackson Heights-
based Chhaya CDC, a South 
Asian advocacy group, 
and the Queens YWCA in 
Flushing. They also hope to 
register 10,000 new voters.

And those efforts 
could have a real effect in 

Asian-American enclaves 
in Queens.

Just over 5,500 people 
voted in the recent con-
gressional primary to elect 
state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
as the Democratic candi-
date in the November gen-
eral election. In 2008, the 
state Assembly primary 
on the Democratic side was 
decided by less than 1,000 
votes.

Many members of 
these communities face 
language barriers, along 
with a process that is dras-
tically different from other 
countries. In South Korea, 
for instance, every citizen 
is automatically registered 
to vote. In some voters’ 
home countries, voters do 
not need to register for a 
political party, whereas in 
New York City many elec-
tions are 
decided in a 
primary.

But the number of vot-
ing-aged Asian Americans 
is growing in Queens.

Between 2000 and 2010, 
the population growth of 
the borough was 0.1 per-
cent, while the growth in 
the Asian community over 
the same period was about 
30 percent, according to sta-
tistics from the U.S. census. 
At 509,428 people, Asian 
Americans currently make 
up about 23 percent of the 
borough’s population.

But they do not vote in 
the same numbers as other 
population groups.

ELECTIONS

We don’t want 
a line to be 

drawn, we want 
representation.

Tony Nunziato
Small business owner
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The bus company that 
transported a Woodside 
teenager who died after 
sticking his head through 
a second-floor escape hatch 
said the vehicle fit easily 
under the underpass, but 
the New Jersey DOT said 
the bus may have been so 
large that it required  a spe-
cial permit, which it did not 
have.

An official at the 
New Jersey Department 
of Transportation said all 
vehicles operating on New 
Jersey roadways more than 
13 feet 6 inches tall need a 
special oversize permit and 
had no record that Design-
er Limousines, the com-
pany operating the party 
bus on which the teenager 
was killed, sought such a 
permit.

Daniel Fernandez, a 
16-year-old St. Francis Prep 
student, died Aug. 31 on the 
double-decker party bus 

while on his way with 64 
other Queens students to a 
Sweet 16 party in Garfield, 
N.J.

Designer Limousines 
responded to the allegation 
saying it had been advised 

that its New York state and 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation oversize permits 
were applicable across state 
lines. A spokesman with 
the company, Kyle Kotary, 
said had the company real-

ized that was not the case, 
it would have sought a New 
Jersey permit.

He said, however, the 
bus had more than a foot of 
clearance from below the 
overpass regardless.

“There is no way the 
bus or any part of it could 
have or would have hit that 
overpass on its own,” De-
signer Limousines spokes-
man Kyle Kotary said.

He said the bus is 
listed by the manufacturer 
and by a New York state 
special use permit as 13 feet 
6 inches, although it has a 
hydraulic lift system that 
when engaged raises the 
bus 3 inches higher, Kotary 
said.

He said the company 
was not sure if the system 
was activated at the time 
of the accident, but said the 
overpass the teenager hit 
was 14 feet 10 inches, more 
than a foot higher than the 
bus.

“This was a sad and 

tragic accident caused by 
a poor decision to ignore 
repeated verbal warnings 
from the safety attendant 
and clearly marked written 
warnings on the vehicle,” 
Kotary said.

The St. Francis Prep 
principal’s secretary said 
the school had nothing to 
do with the bus trip, saying 
she assumed the kids chose 
it as a pick-up location be-
cause it was an easy place 
to meet.

“We wouldn’t sanction 
something like that,” she 
said.

The Port Authority 
is conducting an investi-
gation into the accident, 
speaking with people who 
were near and around the 
victim at the time of the 
crash and assessing other 
factors such as the bus’s 
height and equipment, Port 
Authority spokesman Al 
Della Fave said.

He said investigations 
take four to six weeks and 

the Bergen County, N.J., 
prosecutor will make a de-
cision as to whether any 
charges should be filed.

Kotary said that based 
on what the company had 
heard, although details had 
not been confirmed by au-
thorities, a safety attendant 
had repeatedly warned the 
students not to touch the 
emergency exit hatch.

It appeared that 
within moments after the 
attendant had gone down-
stairs to check on the other 
young passengers, he heard 
screaming and went back 
upstairs to find Fernandez, 
Kotary said.

He said that buses are 
not required by New York 
state or New Jersey laws to 
have any safety attendants 
on board. He said the bus 
transporting the students 
had one company safety 
attendant, as per company 
policy, but no parental 
chaperones.

Prep party bus lacked permit for size: DOT

Daniel Fernandez, a 16-year-old St. Francis Preparatory student, 
died on Aug. 31 after sticking his head out of Designer Limousines 
party bus and hitting an overpass. 
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A young Woodhaven 
woman was arraigned on 
charges of murder and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon Sunday after she 
allegedly stabbed her half 
brother, the Queens district 
attorney’s office said.

Frank Fortuna, 20, 
was found Friday evening 
at around 5:24 p.m. with a 
stab wound in his neck in-
side the apartment he and 
his sister Yoearis Diaz, 18, 
shared in a house on 88th 
Street and 89th Avenue, 
police said. Fortuna was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital 
Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead, according to 
the NYPD.

Diaz was arrested the 
next day and charged with 
murder, police said.

Bryant Aracena, 19, 
said Fortuna and Diaz 
lived with another brother, 
Kelvin, and their mother, 
who was often away in the 
Dominican Republic. Ar-
acena said Diaz worked as 
a bartender and in a night-
club and mentioned that 
Fortuna liked boxing.

He said the siblings 
had a turbulent relation-
ship.

“One moment they 
would be really friendly 
with each other and the 
next they would be fight-
ing,” Aracena said.

Richard Smith, secre-

tary for the 102nd Precinct 
Community Council and 
a neighbor of the siblings, 
said he had often heard 
loud disputes coming from 
the house.

“You drive by you can 
hear their arguing,” Smith 
said “They left open the 
door.”

Patrick Bolden, 17, who 
had been friendly with For-
tuna for about four to five 
years, said he was shocked 
by the killing.

“He was a good per-
son,” he said.

But Spiro Ferris, Diaz’s 

Manhattan lawyer, painted 
a much different picture of 
Fortuna. He said the argu-
ment that led to Fortuna’s 
death began after Fortuna 
falsely accused Diaz of 
stealing his cellphone. The 
argument escalated to the 
point where Diaz felt she 
needed to defend herself.

“It was never her in-
tention to kill her half-
brother,” Ferris said.

The attorney described 
Fortuna as a “belligerent, 
hostile, aggressive per-
son.” He also said Fortuna 
had gang affiliations and 

terrorized his sister and 
mother.

“It’s a very tragic situ-
ation,” Ferris said. “No one 
comes out a winner out of 
this incident.”

Rana Rahman, 43, an-
other neighbor, said he saw 
Fortuna and Diaz some-
times in the mornings, 
although he did not talk 
much with them. He said 
as a father with children 
he found the incident scary, 
and he hoped something 
could be done to prevent 
such a situation from hap-
pening again.

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said 
he plans to introduce leg-
islation to stop salespeople 
from knocking on the doors 
of residents who want them 
to scram.

Vallone said his bill 
would be similar to laws 
barring advertising mate-
rials from being left on pri-
vate properties that put up 
“Do Not Solicit” signs.

“It is common sense 
that if we can ban menus 
and supermarket coupons 
from being left on our prop-
erty, then we can also keep 
pushy salespeople and scam 
artists from disturbing us 
at home,” Vallone said in a 
statement. “Now solicitors 
will know that if there’s a 
sign, there’s no sale.”

The bill has not yet 
been introduced into the 
Council, but Vallone said it 
should be soon.

Vallone said his office 
often sends out many of the 
small white and black signs 
to residents in Astoria who 
wish to bar companies from 
leaving commercial ads at 
the home.

“They’re hugely popu-
lar and they work,” the 
councilman said.

But Vallone said re-
cently he has heard numer-
ous resident complaints 
of salespeople — many of 
whom are aggressive, rude 
and persistent — visiting 

people at their homes.
“It happens at all 

hours of the day and night,” 
Vallone said. “It happens 
repeatedly.”

The councilman said 
many of these aggressive 
salespeople say they are 
from “energy companies” 
and try to seem like they 
are Con Edison employees. 
Some of the other solicitors 
also try to promote other 
scams through their door-
to-door visits, Vallone said.

Anti-trust laws already 
ban solicitors from ped-
dling scams, and Vallone 
said the fake Con Ed em-
ployees and others should 
be investigated by the at-
torney general’s office.

But he said the legisla-
tion, if passed, would give 
law enforcement another 
tool in stopping the scams 
and will allow for fines 
against companies who 
send harassing solicitors to 
people’s doors.

“Will it stop the prob-
lem? No,” Vallone said, “but 
it should help.”

Vallone’s legislation 
will not allow residents to 
ban politicians or religious 
proselytizers from visiting 
residents as political and 
religious speech is protect-
ed.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Boro sister kills brother: Cops
Yoearis Diaz, 18, shared apartment with half sibling in Woodhaven

Vallone wants bill 
to curb salesmen

Continued on Page 6

An officer sits outside the Woodhaven home where Yoearis Diaz, 18, allegedly stabbed her half broth-
er Frank Fortuna, 20, to death. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott made 
a stop at a unique school 
in southeast Queens last 
week as he toured the five 
boroughs for the first day of 
school.

The schools big-wig 
was greeted by a class of 
uniformed students at the 
Eagle Academy for Young 
Men,  at 171-10 Linden Blvd. 
in St. Albans, Sept. 6 when 
they moved into their new 
home, the former Allen 
Christian School on Linden 
Boulevard.

The academy is a pub-
lic school with the mission 
of closing the achieve-
ment gap for young men 
of color. It was founded by 
the Eagle Academy Foun-
dation, which also estab-
lished schools in the Bronx, 
Brooklyn and Newark and 
also acts as a fund-raising 
partner.

“When we opened our 
first school in 2004, the 
graduation rate for young 
black and Latino men was 
32 percent,” said foundation 
President and CEO David 
Banks. “It’s 52 percent now. 
That’s [still] a crisis.”  

“A lot of people think 
that if you’re a young man 
of color, you aren’t capable 
of academic achievement,” 
he added. “We’re disprov-
ing that.”

When the foundation 
opened its Queens school 
with 85 sixth-grade stu-

dents in 2010, it was located 
in the same building with 
IS 59 in Springfield Gar-
dens.

The school now has 
about 250 young men in 
Grades 6, 7 and 8 and plans 
to grow to almost 600 stu-
dents as it adds Grades 9 
through 12.

The school had been 
looking for a new home last 
year when the city Depart-
ment of Education struck a 
deal with the Allen school, 
which was closing due to fi-
nancial difficulties.

The city School Con-
struction Authority reno-
vated the building’s gym-
nasium/auditorium and 15 
classrooms in preparation 
for the start of the school 
year, and it plans to com-
plete a second phase of 15 
additional classrooms, a 
science laboratory, band 

music room and new locker 
rooms for the 2013 school 
year.

Walcott said Eagle rep-
resented one of the “many 
choices” the DOE offers to 
parents as he toured the 
newly renovated building.

Principal Kenyatta 
Reid led Walcott to a class-
room full of young men 
dressed in gray pants, blue 
shirts and striped ties with 
a golden eagle emblazoned 
on them.

“You have the unique 
distinction of being the 
first high school graduates 
of this school,” Walcott 
said. “You will be the lead-
ers.”

The tour went through 
a science lab and an art 
room with a peek into the 
classrooms that would be 
ready next year before end-
ing in the auditorium.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott visits the Eagle Academy 
Foundation for the first day of school. Photo by Christina Santucci

Walcott starts school year
with Eagle Academy visit
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

A family photo shows Walwyn Jackson holding his newborn son Landon. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Relatives of a 27-year-old 
man, who the NYPD said had 
held a knife to his own neck be-
fore he was fatally shot by police, 
were still planning funeral ar-
rangements Tuesday for the new 
father.

Walwyn Jackson’s mother 
Lorna Francis said she hoped 
to hold a service in the coming 
weeks.

Jackson, who often went by 
his middle name Dujon or his 
nickname Smiley, died Friday af-
ternoon after he was shot once by 
a police officer in his Springfield 
Gardens home, the city Police De-
partment and the man’s family 
said.

Relatives said Jackson was 
depressed that he could not find 
employment to help support his 
2-week-old son.

“He just had the baby and 
didn’t have a job,” Jackson’s grief-
stricken mother Lorna Francis 
said, while sitting on the floor of 
her son’s home.

According to the NYPD, po-

lice were called to the house at 
about 4:45 p.m. to respond to a 
report of a man holding a knife to 
his neck.

Jackson’s grandmother Glo-
ria Cameron said the family had 
noticed a knife missing from the 
kitchen and went to check on 
Jackson upstairs. A spokesman 
for the NYPD said the knife was 
7 inches long.

“When I saw him, he had it at 
his throat,” Cameron said.

Relatives went to get a male 
cousin who they hoped could con-
vince Jackson to hand over the 
knife and later the family called 
for an ambulance.

Cameron said she opened the 
front door to two police officers, 
who started walking up the stairs 
and gesturing for Cameron and 
another family member to stay on 
the main level.

“I see him [one officer] go 
for his gun. I say, ‘No, he’s sick,’” 
Cameron said.

Police said the officers or-
dered Jackson to drop the knife 
repeatedly, but he refused and 
began to walk towards them with 

it in the air. Then an officer fired 
one shot, which hit Jackson in the 
shoulder, according to the NYPD.

“I was standing here when 
I heard the shot,” Cameron said, 
while in the kitchen of the home 
on 144th Terrace.

After the gunshot, she ran 
outside, and the next time she saw 
her grandson, he was being taken 
away on a stretcher.

“They never uncuffed him,” 

Cameron said.
A spokesman for the NYPD 

could not confirm if Jackson was 
in handcuffs and said, “If he is 
still alive and poses a threat, that 
would be standard procedure.”

Police said the officer was 
taken to North Manhasset Medi-
cal Center to be treated for tinni-
tus and later released, and an in-
vestigation into the incident was 
continuing as of Monday, police 

said.
Francis said she spoke to her 

son on the phone shortly before 
he died.

“I told him to put the knife 
down because when the ambu-
lance comes, the cops come, and 
when the cops come, they are go-
ing to shoot you,” she said.

Jackson, who had attended 
Martin Van Buren High School 
in Queens Village, had recently 
become a father to a son named 
Landon.

According to his mother, he 
had worked as a medical techni-
cian but was currently out of a 
job.

Francis flew up from Atlanta 
after she got the news. On Satur-
day evening, a stream of friends 
poured into the house to console 
her.

“How are you calling the am-
bulance for help and your child 
ends up dead?” she asked.

Reach photo editor Christina 
Santucci by e-mail at csantucci@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4589.

New SE Queens dad with knife killed by police
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents living with-
in walking distance of the 
Forest Hills Tennis Sta-
dium want the structure 
to remain, but they want 
it fixed up and they would 
rather not have concerts on 
the list of events.

“It just looks worse 
and worse every year,” said 
Claire Greenfeld, who has 
lived on the same block 
near the stadium for more 
than 15 years. “I don’t want 
it torn down, but I also don’t 
want to look at it this way 
anymore.”

Last week, a source 
said condos could soon 
replace the courts at the 
historic stadium, a change 
that Greenfeld said most 
residents would be against.

According to a source 
close to the situation who 
asked not to be identified, 
the West Side Tennis Club 
has singled out a develop-
er’s plan from a pool of four 
proposals to build low-rise 
condos on some of the clay 
courts within the stadium. 
The club accepted request 
for proposals for projects on 
the grounds last year, with 
the stipulation that any de-
veloper would have to keep 
the storied stadium’s exist-
ing façade.

Any deal agreed upon 
by the developer and the 
stadium committee would 
be subject to a two-thirds 
vote approval by club mem-
bers and the Forest Hills 
Gardens Corp. would also 
have to OK the deal, the 
source said.

The West Side Ten-
nis Club did not return 
requests for comment and 
the Forest Hills Gardens 
Corp. chose not to comment 
at this time on any possible 
deal.

Club officials had 
reached a deal with devel-
oper Cord Meyer in 2010 to 
demolish the stadium and 
build condos, but the deal 
failed to receive the neces-
sary two-thirds majority 
vote from club members. 

The club elected a new 
president, Roland Meier, 
seven months ago. Meier 
was previously a member 
of the club for 22 years.

Michael Perlman, 
president of the Rego-For-
est Preservation Council, 
said his organization would 
not support any plan that 
would raze the existing sta-
dium.

“Rego-Forest Preser-
vation Council supports the 
preservation and restora-
tion of the Forest Hills Ten-
nis Stadium, and we won’t 
back any plan that features 
alterations and demoli-
tion,” he said. “We haven’t 
seen the new low-rise condo 
plan, so we are unsure if we 

would support that.”
The city Landmarks 

Preservation Commis-
sion last year considered 
landmarking the stadium, 
which played host to the 
first US Open in 1923, but 
upkeep for the arena would 
be too costly to return its to 
landmark status. The com-
mission cited water dam-
age and crumbling concrete 
as the main reasons for the 
structure’s ineligibility.

The stadium hosted 
the US Open until 1978, 
when the event shifted to 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and during its history, 
the stadium held concerts 
by iconic musical acts The 
Beatles, Bob Dylan, Jimi 
Hendrix and many others.

“There is too much 
history here to just knock 
it down and build condos,” 
said Greenfeld.. “But I don’t 
like the idea of concerts 
here in a residential area 
like this.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
10/1/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
10/1/12

Forest Hills club eyes
new suitor for stadium

Any development plans would 
leave the facade of the tennis 
stadium untouched.
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Summer is Over
The leaves may be falling but FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, 

your synagogue, is still offering Opportunities for you! 

SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SEPTEMBER 2012 EVENTS
Saturday, 9/08 Tot Shabbat ...................................................................10:00 a.m.
 S’lichot ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 9/09 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education Program ...................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/11 FSF at Citi Field........................................................7:00 to 10:30
 Call the Offi ce for Info

Friday, 9/14 Shabbat Evening Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.
 High Holy Day Melodies at Oneg

Sunday, 9/16 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education......................................................... 10:30 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Eve Service ..........................8:00 p.m.

Monday, 9/17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/18 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service ................. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, 9/23 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Religious School .......................................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/25 Yom Kippur Evening Service ........................8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/26 Yom Kippur Services ................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Please See Schedule Below

Sunday, 9/30 Sukkah Raising Party .................................. 12:00 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sat., Sept. 8 Havdalah & S’lichot ....................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 16 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service ..................8:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 2nd Day R.H. Informal Service ................... 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Sept. 25 Kol Nidre Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 26 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................... 10:00 a.m.
 Children’s Service .......................................... 1:00 p.m.
 Afternoon Service .........................................2:00 p.m.
 Memorial/Yizkor Service .............................. 4:15 p.m.
 N’ilah Service ................................................. 5:00 p.m.

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

To purchase High Holy Day tickets call 718-961-0030
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4 THE PROCESS 

IS QUICK, 
EASY, 

LEGAL AND 
AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY STEVE MOSCO

A lack of park patrol 
is turning Juniper Valley 
Park into a scene of under-
age drinking, trash and 
vandalism,  according to a 
Middle Village civic group.

Bob Holden, president 
of the Juniper Park Civic 
Association, said shady be-
havior  has plagued the tree 
lined oasis  this summer — 
and he blames a scarcity of 
city Parks Enforcement Pa-
trol officers in Queens.

“This has become a 
regular occurrence over 
the weekends,” said Hold-
en. “The vast majority of 
the people who come to 
this park appreciate it and 
take care of it, but we do 
have pigs who come in and 
have no respect for the park 
and they are not going to 
change unless there is en-
forcement.”

Holden said he and oth-
er civic members volunteer 
their time to clean parts of 
the park, including one of 
the baseball fields, which 
the group adopted. Holden 
recalled one night he was 
cutting the grass and saw 
more than 20 teens in the 
park drinking out of tell-
tale paper bags. He called 
the 104th Precinct and had 
the situation remedied — 
and he encourages others 
to do the same.

“It’s a beautiful park 
and we want people to use 
it, not abuse it,” he said. 

“We rely on volunteers and 
people from the community 
because Parks, while they 
do a magnificent job doing 
what they can, do not have 
enough patrol officers.”

Last month, City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria) sent letters to 
city Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe and Queens 
Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski requesting 
more trained officers to pa-
trol city parks.

In the letter, Vallone 
said he was informed there 
was only one PEP officer 
assigned to patrol all of the 
parkland in Queens, with 
the rest sent to beaches and 
pools. He said Parks’ sea-
sonal aides and job train-
ing participants, while 
dedicated, do not have the 
necessary training to com-
bat wrongdoing in the city’s 
greenspace.

“These workers re-
ceive little to no training, 
cannot make arrests or is-
sue warrants and do not 
carry any law enforcement 

tools,” said Vallone. “PEP 
officers, on the other hand, 
are classified as peace of-
ficers, must graduate from 
an academy and complete 
various training courses in 
defence, CPR and first aid. 
They are also able to make 
arrests and issue warrants, 
and carry mace, handcuffs 
and a baton.”

A spokesman for the 
Parks Department contend-
ed all city parks are well-
maintained by staff and 
there was no indication of 
increased vandalism in 
Middle Village.

“We work very closely 
with the NYPD and will 
continue to do so,” said the 
spokesman.

According to figures 
from the 104th Precinct’s 
deputy inspector, Michael 
Cody, in the month of Au-
gust there were five ar-
rests, 97 summonses for 
park curfew violations and 
summonses for low-level 
alcohol and marijuana pos-
session.

Players say they often clean broken glass and debris from the 
bocce ball court at Juniper Valley Park. Photo by Steve Mosco

Teen vandals trashed
Juniper Valley Park
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RegoCenter.com

WE GO TO REGO!

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS
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A sign leads interested business owners into the Bayside Business Association headquarters on Bell 
Boulevard, where the Bayside Village Business Improvement District kicked off its Roll Up the Gates 
event to attract new tenants. Photo by Phil Corso

BY PHIL CORSO

No appointments were 
necessary.

With help from the 
Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District, Bell 
Boulevard was on full dis-
play Monday as the group 
hosted its first Roll Up the 
Gates event to showcase va-
cancies in the area.

With hopes of attract-
ing business owners, BID 
Executive Director Lyle 
Sclair invited architects, 
brokers, and any other in-
terested parties to tour the 
openings along Bell Bou-
levard before considering 
joining more than 225 busi-
nesses in a potential move 
to Bayside.

“The opportunity is 
there to get the information 
out in a way we have never 
done,” Sclair said. “The 
point is to show off all of 
our resources in the area.”

With a starting point 
inside the Bayside Business 

Association headquarters, 
at 41-16 Bell Blvd., Sclair 
was equipped with detailed 
statistics on business in 
Bayside and how it stacks 
up against its competition.

According to Sclair, 
one of the area’s greatest at-
tractions include the BID’s 
proximity to the Long Is-
land Rail Road, which 
serves as one of the Top 10 
LIRR stations in attracting 
daily foot traffic. And the 
numbers have worked in the 
BID’s favor as the executive 
director pointed to several 
new businesses already set-
ting up shop on Bell Bou-
levard in recent months, 
including Subway, Bare 
Burger and D’Alessandro’s 
Corner Grill.

“The market is defi-
nitely turning,” Sclair said. 
“Now the challenge is to fill 
those second-floor spaces.”

With only less than a 
half-dozen openings, the 
BID director said he was 
hoping to attract a diverse 
group of business opportu-

nities to the area, including 
medical practices and other 
office occupations.

The Bayside BID in-
cludes an eight-block strip 
of retail space between 
Northern Boulevard and 
35th Avenue along Bell 

Boulevard, including one 
block east and west along 
41st Avenue.

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, potential tenants 
called up to ask about how 
their business might ben-
efit along Bell. But the first 

Roll Up the Gates event, 
sponsored by the Briar-
wood Organization, Vision 
Enterprises and Merrill 
Lynch of Bayside, was only 
the beginning of a bigger 
picture, according to BID 
Chairman Dominick Bruc-

coleri.
“It doesn’t end here. 

The conversation contin-
ues,” said Bruccoleri, own-
er of Papazzio Restaurant, 
which participated in the 
event with second-floor 
space on display. “We will 
continue showcasing our 
openings on our website in 
its own real estate area.”

Sclair said he was also 
glad to be engaging his cur-
rent membership by includ-
ing them in the showcasing 
process. Albert Murad, 
financial adviser at Mer-
rill Lynch, helped sponsor 
the event and said he was 
happy to give back to the 
group.

“We love Bayside Vil-
lage,” Murad said. “We 
have been seeing a lot of 
new faces and always love 
to get our name out there.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Council urges South Asians to action at Town Hall 
BY REBECCA HENELY

The South Asian 
Queens community, espe-
cially Sikhs, have been tar-
geted because of prejudice 
and struggle to find a politi-
cal voice.

A “Salute to South 
Asia” event, hosted by the 
recently formed Indian 
Jewish Council at Flushing 
Town Hall Sunday, encour-
aged one of Queens’ newest 
communities to vote, take 
part in local government 
and build partnerships 
with their neighbors of oth-
er faiths and creeds. More 
than 100 people attended.

“If we stand together, 
we’ll be seen. If we speak 
as one, we shall be heard,” 
said Richie Lipkowitz, who 
created the council with 
Ashook Ramsaran, presi-
dent of the Global Organi-
zation of People of Indian 
Origin.

Lipkowitz said he and 
Ramsaran began creating 

the Indian Jewish Coun-
cil about a year ago after 
speaking about it two years 
ago with former Forest 
Hills U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner. Lipkowitz said the 
council was meant to forge 
interfaith relationships 
beyond the occasional one-
year event.

“We decided to take 
the next step to friendship,” 
Lipkowitz said.

The event featured 
music and dance by South 
Asian artists as well as 
speeches urging the com-
munity to work together 
and with their neighbors. 
The group also honored 
City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), as 
well as his brothers Paul 
and Perry, for pulling two 
young girls caught in the 
ocean in Long Beach, N.J., 
earlier this summer.

“It takes a lot of time 
and courage to put an event 
like this together,” said 
Harpreet Toor, of the Sikh 

Cultural Society of Rich-
mond Hill.

Toor and others began 
the event by talking about 
the shooting at a Sikh 
Temple this August in Oak 
Creek, Wis., in which white 
supremacist Wade Michael 
Page killed six people be-
fore shooting himself.

“Unfortunately, Sikhs 
have too often been victims 
of senseless violence all 
around the United States 
simply for how they look,” 
said Harbachan Singh, of 

Community Board 8.
He said that to fight 

prejudice, Sikhs and all 
South Asians must join 
together with their neigh-
bors, learn lessons and 
draw strength from each 
other.

Dr. Uma Mysorekar, 
president of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North 
America, gave a speech on 
civic engagement in which 
she encouraged the com-
munity to look at how they 
can make the world a better 

place for their neighbors.
“We believe that when 

you have served humanity, 
you have served the Lord,” 
Mysorekar said.

Elected officials at 
the event also urged South 
Asian residents to register 
to vote. City Comptroller 
John Liu said while the city 
policy makers do track who 
votes in the city but not who 
residents vote for. 

“We want to make sure 
that we’re heard and our 
voices are counted and the 
way we do that is by vot-
ing,” Liu said.

At the event, New Jer-
sey state Assemblyman Up-
endra Chivukula gave the 
Vallone brothers the New 
Jersey Assembly Humani-
tarian Lifesaver Awards 
for saving a 9- and a 10-year-
old girl who had gotten in 
trouble when they had gone 
swimming after-hours.

“It was one of those 
moments you thank God 
for being in that location 
at that time,” Paul Vallone 
said.

Peter Vallone also pre-
sented Ramsaran, as well 
as James and Yolanda Gal-
lagher, with Council cita-
tions for getting the Brinck-
erhoff Cemetery in Fresh 
Meadows landmarked.

“I fought for the 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery to 
be saved, but these three 
people got it done,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The Naturally Recklez Tassa Group performs at “Salute to South 
Asia” at Flushing Town Hall. Photo by Rebecca Henely

If we stand 
together, we’ll be 
seen. If we speak 
as one, we’ll be 

heard.
Richie Lipkowitz

Bayside BID rolls up gates to show empty space
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

SALE!
Ends October 31st, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICINGwith
out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Oueens
      illageV

The Spectacular Fall Kitchen Event!



14
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 1
6,

 2
01

2  
  •

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Remembering 9/11
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years
69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation on authentic, quality recipes, straight from Germany.

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

1 Liter Oktoberfest 
Steins and 2 Liter 
Boots Available 

Oktober 1st - 4th, and Oktober 8th - 11th
Monday thru Thursday

 7:30 PM Seating $55.00 Per Person
Special Oktoberfest Menu

($20.00 Non-refundable deposit required)

Make Your Reservations Early!
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Certain residents 
might have noticed in-
creased noise because the 
path was being used more 
often during the six-month 
test that ran from Febru-
ary to August. In addition, 
that path was more tightly 
adhered to, meaning the 
planes repeatedly flew over 
the exact locations instead 
of over a wider area, Salac 
said.

Either way, officials 
were not happy the borough 
was kept in the dark.

“In the future, the 
FAA and the Port Author-
ity must reach out and in-
form the surrounding com-
munities of these changes,” 
said City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who attended the 
meeting.

The FAA said that af-
ter an environmental anal-
ysis, the agency foresaw no 
adverse effects from the test 
and did not anticipate com-
plaints from the communi-
ty, which is why no one was 
informed, Salac said.

But another vocal 
critic of the flight pattern 
shake-up, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), ques-
tioned how that decision 
was made.

“Who makes that deci-
sion? Is it done by an inde-
pendent consultant or the 

FAA,” Avella asked. “It is 
easy for them to come to 
that conclusion so they nev-
er have to tell the public.”

The senator first re-
ceived word of the flight 
pattern test in June after 
relaying complaints to the 
FAA. Avella questioned the 
motivation for instituting 
the new navigation system, 
saying he believes the FAA 
is trying to further increase 
capacity by more tightly 
regulating how much space 
planes can use on takeoff 
and landing.

Continued from Page 1

FAA

are brought to the attention 
of [DOE], and sometimes 
these companies are re-
moved from final consider-
ation.”

Ken Fisher, a law-
yer for the company, said 
Champion Learning was 
not informed of the deci-
sion. It had repaid the $5.2 
million years ago, he said, 
and has since worked with 
the city.

“They awarded a con-
tract subsequent to that, so 
as far as we are concerned, 
all the issues have been re-
solved,” he said.

Liu’s May audit also 
found the company billed 
taxpayers $850,000 for al-
legedly suspect tutoring 
sessions.

“Our audit uncovered 
highly questionable bills 
that this company charged 

to the city, which were then 
paid by the DOE even with 
its anemic oversight of the 
company’s work,” Liu said. 
“The DOE shouldn’t pay 
them another penny of tax-
payer money until the DOE 
can demonstrate it has cor-
rected these serious prob-
lems.”

DOE said Champion 
repaid the city $836,000 that 
it owed, which was con-
firmed by the company.

“While we disagreed 
with some of the comptrol-
ler’s audit findings, the 
DOE has been fully reim-
bursed for the questioned 
items, which represented 
less than 3 percent of the 
services we provided, and 
we have strengthened our 
internal controls to ensure 
that all services are proper-
ly documented,” the school 
said in a statement.

Liu’s May audit found 

that the company billed the 
city for tutoring sessions at 
improbable times, like from 
midnight to 5 a.m. Other 
sessions occurred during 
hours that were prohibited 
during the contract, ac-
cording to the audit.

“Taxpayers can’t af-
ford to write multimillion-
dollar blank checks for 
tutoring services that may 
not have taken place,” Liu 
said in May. “The city De-
partment of Education’s 
lack of oversight not only 
shows serious mismanage-
ment, but may have also en-
abled fraudulent billings.”

Champion took issue 
with many of the findings 
in the audit, and said in a 
response that the late-night 
session was the result of 
a typo and that it was not 
aware of prohibited times.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Tutoring fi rm

The city has chalked 
up the delay to technical 
difficulties and has offered 
to provide other Bengali 
language assistance at the 
polls this fall to compen-
sate for the delay, a Board 
of Elections spokeswoman 
said.

Queens has a signifi-
cant population of Bengali 
speakers concentrated in 
neighborhoods like Flush-
ing and Richmond Hill, 
where about 62 percent of 
voting age residents are not 
English proficient, the non-
profit said. The delays mean 
those potential voters could 
miss state, federal and pres-
idential elections this week 
and in November.

“We believe this is il-
legal, period,” said Glenn 
Magpantay, a director at 
the fund, which advocates 
for Asian-American civil 
rights. “Why was the Board 
of Elections asleep at the 
wheel?”

A spokesman for the 
state Board of Elections 
said the city still has op-
tions to provide Bengali 
ballots for the fall elections 
and be in compliance with 

the law. Poll sites could 
issue ballots in Bengali 
which could be counted by 
hand, circumventing the 
need to update voting ma-
chines.

It is also possible to use 
the Bengali ballots with the 
current software, accord-
ing to the state, though the 
city BOE did not respond to 
comment on this issue by 
presstime.

The Voting Rights Act 
stipulates that if a certain 
area is populated with 
enough citizens who are 
not proficient in English, 
then language assistance 
must be provided to them.

Several South Asian 
tongues are spoken in 
Queens, and the board 
settled on Bengali in April, 
about six months after 
the requirement was an-
nounced, according to the 
nonprofit. The city also 
waited until June 25 to 
sign a contract with a com-
pany to make the software 
changes, knowing that any 
modifications to the voting 
machines must go through 
a three-month review pro-
cess by the state Board of 
Elections, according to the 
nonprofit.

A Board of Elections 
spokeswoman contended 
the contractor was notified 
April 11.

The delay until 2013 
shocked the fund and other 
nonprofits when it was an-
nounced at an Aug. 22 meet-
ing, and the board subse-
quently issued a statement 
citing that technical diffi-
culties with the contractor, 
Elections Systems & Soft-
ware, along with the state 
review process as reason 
for the delay.

“There are signifi-
cant technical difficulties 
to be overcome in making 
changes to the ES&S voting 
systems, and particular is-
sues with placement of the 
Bengali language on the ac-
tual ballot,” the board said 
in a statement.

But Elections Systems 
& Software was also hired 
by the city of Hamtramck, 
Mich., to incorporate Ben-
gali into the voting ma-
chines, and those changes 
were made in February 
2012, about four months 
after the federal announce-
ment, the fund said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Bengali ballots

Stuart Appelbaum, 
president of the union, said 
the Hi-Tek Car Wash em-
ployees’ decision is the first 
step in a campaign to orga-
nize and improve working 
conditions across the in-
dustry.

“Workers will not tol-
erate unjust and often il-
legal working conditions,” 
Appelbaum said. “They are 
prepared to stand up and 
my union is prepared to 
support them.”

Hi-Tek Car Wash is 
at 83-02 24th Ave. in East 
Elmhurst. Last month 
members of the union and 
the immigration advocacy 
group Make the Road New 
York marched with employ-
ees to demand better treat-
ment from owner Gary 
Pinkus. Employees, many 
of whom are immigrants, 
alleged Pinkus paid them 
less than minimum wage, 
required them to pay for 
cleaning supplies out-of-
pocket and cut hours as 
retaliation when they com-

plained.
Pinkus did not respond 

to requests for comment.
Appelbaum said now 

that the Hi-Tek Car Wash 
workers are part of the 
RWDSU union, they will 
begin negotiations with 
Pinkus for a fair contract. 
He said Monday afternoon 
he did not know what the 
terms of such a contract 
would be.

“It’s not unusual for 
employers to resist organiz-
ing efforts by their employ-
ees, but once a union is cer-
tified they will be required 
to enter into negotiations,” 
he said.

Applebaum said this 
was the first car wash in 
New York to unionize. Car 
wash employees in Los An-
geles had organized about a 
year ago.

Hi-Tek Car Wash has 
a location in Brooklyn, but 
the employees there are not 
included among those who 
joined RWDSU.

RWDSU and Make the 
Road have been working 
with New York Communi-

ties for Change to reform 
the car wash industry. A 
study from the organiza-
tions’ Workers Aligned for 
a Sustainable and Healthy 
New York campaign of 89 
workers at 29 different car 
washes revealed that 71 
percent of workers worked 
more than 50 hours a week, 
but 75 percent of the work-
ers did not receive over-
time. In addition, 66 per-
cent took home a salary of 
less than $7.25 an hour.

Jon Kest, executive di-
rector of New York Commu-
nities for Change, said in a 
statement he expected Hi-
Tek to be the first of many 
car washes to organize.

“This is an unprec-
edented victory not just for 
the workers at Hi-Tek, who 
have voted to join a union, 
but for the movement of car 
wash workers across the 
city who now have proof 
that the risks and hard 
work have paid off for their 
brothers in Queens,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Car wash union

Queens officials are concerned after the FAA failed to notify them 
about a six-month test of flight paths at LaGuardia Airport.
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580


