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CB 1 votes 25-7 
against plaza on 
Newtown Avenue
Store owners feared impact on business

BY REBECCA HENELY

While the visitors to Com-
munity Board 1 heard passion-
ate arguments for and against 
a proposal to close part of New-
town Avenue near 30th Avenue 
and 33rd Street to create a plaza, 
the board voted overwhelmingly 
against the plan.

The city Department of 
Transportation had presented 
two plans for slowing traffic at the 
intersection, the site of 49 crashes 
between 2006 and 2010. One of the 
plans involved installing a 4,700-

square-foot pedestrian plaza on 
Newtown Avenue near the inter-
section, which would cost $75,000 
but get rid of four or more park-
ing spaces.

An alternate plan would ex-
tend the curbs on both sides of 
Newtown Avenue near 30th Av-
enue and on the southwest side 
of the intersection of 30th Avenue 
and 33rd Street for $400,000.

After a contentious debate 
among residents and business 
owners who filled one of the 
rooms at Astoria World Manor, 

MAN KILLED IN CORONA
Members of the NYPD’s Crime Scene Unit mark a flip-flop as evidence as 
they investigate a fatal stabbing on Corona at the corner of 104th Street 
and 44th Avenue. Police say a 29-year-old man was killed. See story on 
Page 8. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 20

Sexual attack
sets off hunt
in Woodside

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) handed out fliers at the 
entrance to the 61st Street-Wood-
side subway station last Thursday 
urging residents to help locate a 
man who tried to sexually assault 
a woman in the neighborhood.

“We will find you and arrest 
you and put you in jail for your 
crimes against women,” Van 
Bramer said.

The NYPD revealed Sept. 11 
that a man had tried to threaten a 
woman into a “criminal sex act” 
Aug. 25. Van Bramer said this 
incident occurred on 61st Street 
between 39th and Roosevelt av-
enues.

The perpetrator rode up to 
the woman while riding a BMX 
bicycle at 3:30 a.m. and hit her 
in the face multiple times, police 
said. The man said he would only 

Continued on Page 20

Page 4

Boro Muslims condemn 
violence caused by video $
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A yogi and a resident 
on 51st Avenue near 90th 
Street in Elmhurst suspect 
their neighbor is poisoning 
and killing cats they feed 
on the block.

“They were healthy 
the day before,” said David 
Taylor, who runs the Yogi 
Gupta Ashram, at 90-16 51st 
Ave. “It’s not like they got 
run over by a car.”

Taylor said for years he 
has been feeding multiple 
cats and kittens that roam 
about the loosely connected 
backyards of the residents 
of 51st and 52nd avenues 
between 90th and 92nd 
streets, but for the last few 
months a perfectly healthy 
cat would turn up dead.

Then a few weeks ago 

Taylor’s neighbor had cut 
down part of a bush in Tay-
lor’s backyard, saying the 
bush slapped him in the 
face, Taylor said. After a 
dispute about the bush, five 
kittens were found with au-
topsy-like incisions across 
their chest. Other cats, in-
cluding one cat cared for 
by another neighbor, Ruth 
Ibanez, also seemed to be 
poisoned.

“We figured this is a 
little much,” Taylor said.

He said pieces of fresh 
chicken were found in a 
backyard and he believes 
the cats were poisoned by 
eating the chicken.

“We think we know 
who [the perpetrator] is, but 
we can’t say,” Taylor said.

After some prodding, 
the ASPCA got involved in 

the case, Taylor said. Offi-
cers now have the body of 
Ibanez’s cat and others for 
autopsy and also gave Tay-
lor multiple fliers to hang 
up, reminding residents 
that poisoning a cat is a 
crime that carries a $1,000 
fine.

The neighbor who ar-
gued with Taylor about the 
bush and who he and Ibanez 
suspect of harming the cats 
did a major cleanup of his 
property after the ASPCA 
came to Taylor’s ashram. 
But the man cannot be 
charged unless he is caught 
in the act, Taylor said.

He said the idea of 
someone killing so many 
domesticated animals so 
quickly makes him worry 
about the perpetrator’s 
mental health and what he 

is capable of doing.
“Why? They are so de-

fenseless,” said Ibanez, who 
has six cats. “I really don’t 
understand it.”

Ibanez said her neigh-
bors could always use 
sprays meant to repel cats 
if they did not want them 
on their properties.

Taylor said the cats 
have been nervous and 
quiet ever since the deaths. 
Both he and Ibanez are wor-
ried because another one of 
the neighborhood cats is 
pregnant.

“They trust us,” Tay-
lor said of the cats. “And it’s 
sad because now they don’t 
seem to trust us like they 
used to.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
You never know what 

you will find on the shores 
of Astoria Park.

“We’ve found bullets, 
passports. One time we 
found a whole refrigerator,” 
said Antonio Meloni, who 
for several years has orga-
nized volunteers to tidy up 
the park on International 
Coastal Clean-up Day.

Saturday marked the 
eighth annual clean up of 
the East River shoreline 
— a team effort by Green 
Shores NYC, the Astoria 
Park Alliance and the Anti-
Crime Agency.

“The great thing about 
it is you get these groups 
with diverse interests that 
come and really work to-
gether well for a cleaner, 
safer area,” said Meloni, 
director of the Anti-Crime 
Agency.

In past years, the vol-
unteers have filled more 
than 100 trash bags, which 
the city Parks Department 
comes by and picks up. For 

larger items, such as the 
abandoned refrigerator or 
the car bumper found one 
year, a recycling company 
is called in to make the 
haul.

There was a strong 
wind sweeping along the 
river Saturday morning, so 
the group played it safe and 
did not venture too close to 
the water, that did not mean 
the volunteers did not get 
the full experience .

“There’s plenty to 
clean, so don’t feel as 
though you’re being cheat-
ed,” Katy Ellman told the 
25 or so intrepid volunteers 
as they carefully climbed 
a ladder down the seawall 
to the rocky shore, where 
they found — among the 
cans and bottles — a huge 
piece of Styrofoam that 
stood taller than some park 
stewards.

David Ragonetti, a 
26-year-old member of 
Fordham University’s en-
vironmental law advocates 
group, found a perfectly 

Multiple cats and kittens roam through loosely connected backyards in Elmhurst. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Elmhurst cat killer on prowl
Neighbors suspect dead felines are being ruthlessly poisoned

Continued on Page 20

Strange relics abound
in Astoria Park clean

Antonio Meloni points out some trash on the shore. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann
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McManus park 9/11 memorial still strong after 11 years
Residents, offi cials also remember those fallen during recent attacks on Americans in Libya

BY REBECCA HENELY

Organizers and visi-
tors to the annual 9/11 
memorial ceremony at Mc-
Manus Memorial Park in 
Astoria Heights last week 
were heartened that the 
150-strong crowd was still 
present 11 years after the 
tragedy.

“We’re very pleased 
that the community comes 
out,” said Rosemarie Pov-
eromo, president of the 
United Community Civic 
Association.

The civic holds the 
ceremony at the park, at 
the northwest side of 81st 
street and the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway service road, 
in conjunction with the 
Port Authority of New York 
& New Jersey. As visitors 
held candles, the speakers 
entreated the community 
to remember the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks on the World 

Trade Center that killed 
thousands and remain vigi-
lant in the face of potential 
new threats.

“We are not just saying 
we won’t forget,” said City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan). “We 
are showing it and proving 
it.”

The Sept. 12 vigil in-
cluded speeches from gov-
ernment officials and law 
enforcement and religious 
leaders as well as rela-
tives of the victims. Jack-
son Heights resident John 
Cartier, of the American 
Brotherhood Motorcycle 
Club, spoke on behalf of his 
brother, James Cartier, who 
died in the South Tower.

Kathleen Santora, 
whose brother Christopher 
Santora, of Engine 54/Lad-
der 4, who at 23 was the 
youngest firefighter to die 
in the wake of the attack, 
said this time of year is al-

ways difficult for the fami-
lies and that it was hard to 
believe 11 years had gone 

by.
She spoke of her broth-

er not only as a hero, but 

as a friend who she misses 
every day.

“We must not forget 
the victims are not just 
victims,” Kathleen Santora 
said. “They’re our family.”

Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) drew 
a connection between the 
Sept. 11 attacks and the 
murder of four Americans 
in Benghazi, Libya, includ-
ing U.S. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens, which happened 
on the 11th anniversary. He 
commended the military 
and law enforcement for 
their hard work in stopping 
terrorism.

“They are planning to 
attack us as we sit here in 
Queens,” Vallone said, “and 
the only thing that stands 
between them and us is the 
NYPD.”

Deputy Inspector Ste-
phen Cirabisi, commander 
of the 114th Precinct, men-
tioned in his speech those 

who had died after getting 
sick cleaning up the pile at 
Ground Zero.

“There’s still so many 
people who are paying the 
price of 11 years ago,” Cira-
bisi said.

Others spoke of remem-
bering the Sept. 11 attacks 
for future generations. 
State Assemblywoman Ar-
avella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
said with the birth of her 
new daughter, Eleni Evan-
geline Katsanos, in August, 
it was her responsibility to 
teach her daughter about 
what happened and how the 
country banded together in 
the wake of it.

“I can’t tell you how 
proud I am to see that this 
park is always filled,” Sim-
otas said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Dozens of people hold lit candles during a memorial in Astoria 
Heights for those killed on 9/11. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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4 Muslims in Queens denounce fi lm fracas
Borough’s Islam followers say violence hurts cause while Ridgewood Coptic leader decries killings

BY STEVE MOSCO

After American free-
dom of speech clashed with 
Islamic tradition and honor 
in Egypt, Queens residents 
with ties to the Middle East 
condemned the violence as 
tempers continued to flare 
in Muslim communities 
across the globe.

A low-budget film pro-
duced by Nakoula Basseley 
Nakoula, a Coptic Chris-
tian originally from Egypt 
and now living in Califor-
nia, sparked outrage by de-
picting the Muslim Prophet 
Muhammad as a fraud, 
philanderer and child mo-
lester. Any depictions of the 
prophet are strictly forbid-
den, according to Islamic 
teachings.

At St. Mary & St. An-
tonios Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Ridgewood, the 
Rev. Mina Kamel Yanni 
decried the violent attacks 
in other countries, but also 
said he is sensitive to offen-

sive images of any religious 
figures.

“We, too, are offended 
by the movie and any por-
trayal of the Prophet Mu-
hammad, but rioting is not 
the answer,” said Yanni, 
whose followers are Egyp-
tian Christians. “We do not 
wish anyone to resort to 
violence as our church re-
jects all violence. It is hard 
for the West to understand 
their outrage, but they are 
profoundly offended by any 
image of their prophet. And 
that must be respected here 
in America.”

After the video was 
circulated on YouTube, 
protests and demonstra-
tions followed, some erupt-
ing in violence in close to 
20 countries since last week 
when the U.S. ambassador 
to Libya and three embassy 
staff members were killed 
Sept. 11 in Benghazi, the 
North African nation’s sec-
ond largest city. There has 
been widespread anger at 

the U.S. government for not 
suppressing the offensive 
video, which was made in 

the private sector and legal 
under the nation’s freedom 
of speech doctrine.

Muslims in Queens 
were uniformly against 
the insulting claims made 

in the film, but some also 
said the violent reactions 
around the world only 
serve to hurt the followers 
of Islam.

“Any image of our 
prophet draws an intense 
and negative reaction, but 
not always a violent one,” 
said Daniyal Fayad, of 
Long Island City. “I think 
reactions are justified. If 
they are peaceful, they  
can be powerful and make 
a strong point. The violent 
reactions, though, I think 
work against us and do 
more harm than good.”

Aamir Amin, also of 
Long Island City, said the 
violence being seen around 
the world is the work of 
the “fringes of the Muslim 
community.

“I don’t think it repre-
sents the way the majority 
of Muslims would react,” he 
said. “But at the same time, 
people of Western religions 
don’t understand the deep 

Coptic churches in Queens welcome Christian Egyptians and condemn the attacks overseas. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota, in relentless 
search for money for his 
cash-strapped agency, sug-
gests it might be time to 
abolish the discount on 
pay-per-ride MetroCards.

Because of the 7 per-
cent discount on multiple-
ride fares, the basic cost of 
$2.25 ends up with the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority collecting only 
$1.63, Lhota told a Crain’s 
New York-sponsored break-
fast last week.

“Do we need a discount 
that deep?” Lhota asked. “I 
think we need to have a re-
ally big public discussion 
about the fare price and the 
discounting that goes on.”

Even if the discount 
were eliminated, the MTA’s 
serious money problem 
would not go away but it 
would of great help, Lhota 
said.

Straphangers will find 
out much more next month  
from MTA officials on oth-
er suggestions to help the 
agency scrape by starting 
in March 2013.

The MTA board will 
vote on its new budget in 
December. The MTA will 
hold public hearings in 
each of the five boroughs in 
November, a legal require-
ment before raises in fares 
and tolls.

The MTA has been 
walking a tightrope of fi-
nancial peril for years and 
new fiscal threats keeping 

popping up. For instance, 
costs of health care and 
pensions of the MTA’s tens 
of thousands of employees 
keep rising and many em-
ployees are working with-
out union contracts, includ-
ing those in the Transport 
Workers Union, who oper-
ate and maintain buses and 
subways.

The TWU has rejected 
the MTA’s appeal for a no-
pay-raise contract.

One of the most dire 
threats was a Nassau Coun-
ty judge’s ruling that the 
payroll tax in support of 
the MTA was unconstitu-
tional.

The tax, covering 
the 12 counties served by 
the MTA, was passed in 

MTA ponders eliminating discount 
on MetroCards to pay for its budget

Packed meeting questions 
Flushing Meadows plans 

BY JOE ANUTA

Several multimillion- 
and multibillion-dollar 
projects are proposed for 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, but a coalition of 
Queens organizations con-
tends the combined side ef-
fects on the community and 
the total loss of parkland 
have not adequately been 
taken into account.

Hundreds of people 
gathered at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church, at 104-11 
37th Ave., in Corona Mon-
day night to hear a presen-
tation about the proposed 
redevelopment of Willets 
Point, the proposed ex-
pansion of the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter and a proposed Major 

League Soccer stadium, all 
of which would entail some 

construction on parkland 
and increase traffic to and 
from the park.

The consortium, which 
calls itself the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens, was 
formed in response to what 
the organizers character-
ized as a lack of outreach 
on behalf of the developers 
proposing the projects.

“Any one of these 
plans is bad, in my opin-
ion,” said Donovan Finn, of 
the Jackson Heights Green 
Alliance, who addressed 
the crowd. “But all of them 
together are a death blow to 
Flushing Meadows.”

The city Parks De-
partment website states 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park is about 1,260 acres, 

Members of the coalition tape 
up written responses from 
the audience at a rally about 
how residents use Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park for rec-
reation. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 20-26, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

WE

5Queens pols blast soda ban
Halloran, Avella rebut controversial rule following its passage 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

After the city Board 
of Health last Thursday 
passed the so-called soda 
ban, which would limit the 
size of sugary drinks in 
many venues to 16 ounces, 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) decried the con-
troversial rule as the mayor 
was lauding its passage.

Halloran, who has 
been a vocal opponent of 
the ban, called the decision 
“arbitrary and capricious” 
and pointed out a number 
of its loopholes.

“We still have choices. 
We can take our snack busi-
ness away from the corner 
mom-and-pop deli to super-
markets and franchise con-
venience stores,” he said. 
“We can miss more of the 
movie or more of the game 
to wait [in line] a second 
time. We can buy a second 
12-ounce can rather than 
a single 20-ounce bottle. 
That’s 120 percent of the 
soda, but the mayor has his 
own math.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said that while 

he agreed something must 
be done to address the city’s 
growing obesity problem, 
he thinks the rule goes too 
far.

“There are surely 
other ways to curb obesity 
rates in this city that do not 
involve infringing on an in-
dividual’s personal choic-

es,” he said. Today the may-
or is saying you can’t have 
a big soda. What’s next?

He said Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg should be more 
focused on more pressing 
issues such as school bud-
gets and affordable hous-
ing.

“As residents receive 

less and less city services, 
they need initiatives that 
will produce real, tangible 
results, not gimmicks like 
the soda ban,” Avella said.

The soda rule is a first-
of-its-kind measure that 
will limit the size of sugary 
drinks in any establishment 

New York City Health Commissioner Thomas Farley addresses a news conference about the soda-ban 
at New York’s City Hall in May. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Mayor praises LaGuardia program dads
BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spoke at La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege last week to the gradu-
ating class of the CUNY 
Fatherhood Academy, a 
five-month program aimed 
at teaching dads ages 18 to 
24 good parenting and put-
ting them on the track to 
getting a GED or enrolling 
in college.

“Our Fatherhood Acad-
emy is something we’re 
very proud of,” Bloomberg 
said.

The academy is spon-
sored by the mayor’s Young 
Men’s Initiative, the goal 
of which is to improve 
prospects for black and 

Latino men in the city, and 
the Open Society Founda-
tions, a grant organization 
headed by investor George 
Soros. Bloomberg went to 
the City University of New 
York with the idea for the 
program and LaGuardia 
volunteered to run it.

“We really have ex-
perience in youth, work-
ing with young people and 
getting them into college,” 
said CUNY Fatherhood Di-
rector Beth Lord on why 
LaGuardia volunteered.

She said the program 
has been funded for at least 
three years and is expected 
to graduate 200 students. 
The first class at LaGuar-
dia, which graduated Sept. 
12, included 22 students. 

Through the program 12 of 
them became permanently 
employed, four of them took 
and passed the GED exam 
and six of them enrolled as 
freshmen at LaGuardia.

In his colloquial and 
occasionally salty speech 

to the young men at com-
mencement, Bloomberg 
shared some stories of his 
struggles as a parent and 
in the workforce. He said 
while his problems did not 
compare to the dark times 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) holds his award as he is sur-
rounded by Roland Warren, of the National Fatherhood Initiative 
(l.); LaGuardia Community College President Gail Mellow (r.); 
and graduates of the CUNY Fatherhood Academy. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

The faces of 18 suspected smugglers stand among liquor, ciga-
rettes and other items officials believe were lifted from John F. 
Kennedy International Airport. Photo by Steve Mosco

Agents bust workers 
in JFK booze scam

BY STEVE MOSCO

A mini-booze bottle 
scam netted big bucks and 
free drinks for airport 
employees accused in a 
$750,000 criminal caper 
that raised serious ques-
tions about security at John 
F. Kennedy international 
Airport, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

Authorities busted 18 
workers — 13 of them from 
Queens — at JFK last week 
after a five-month investi-
gation found they allegedly 
smuggled thousands of li-
quor bottles off airplanes 
and into their personal ve-
hicles.

Queens DA Richard 
Brown and Port Authority 
of NY & NJ Inspector Gen-
eral Robert E. Van Etten 
announced Sept. 12 that 
a total of 18 airport em-
ployees were arrested and 
charged in connection with 
the widespread theft dur-
ing an investigation dubbed 
“Operation Last Call.”

“The defendants are 
alleged to have pilfered 
over the past five months 
more than three-quarters 
of a million dollars worth 
of mini bottles of liquor 
and duty-free merchandise 
from Kennedy Airport for 
subsequent sale in the local 
underground economy,” 
said Brown. “Employee 
pilferage is a significant 
problem for many compa-
nies, not just at the airports 
but throughout the entire 

metropolitan area. In the 
last analysis, however, it is 
the consuming public that 
bears the burden of thefts 
such as those that are al-
leged to have occurred in 
this case.”

A total of 15 current 
and former truck drivers 
employed by Sky Chef, the 
food and beverage subsid-
iary for American Airlines, 
and three security guards 
employed by FJC Security 
Services Inc. and SCIS 
Security Corp. allegedly 
pilfered more than 100,000 
mini bottles, as well as du-
ty-free items such as larger 
liquor bottles, perfume and 
cartons of cigarettes — 
with an overall estimated 
retail value of more than 
$750,000, said the district 
attorney.

According to the inves-
tigation, Sky Chef drivers 
removed the unsold mini 
liquor bottles from planes 
and either transported 
them to their personal 
vehicles in the employee 
parking lot or sold the sto-
len booze to co-workers on 
the loading docks. Investi-
gators also alleged that se-
curity guards at the airport 
were given bottles in return 
for ignoring the heist.

Brown said he was ex-
tremely disturbed that air-
port security guards could 
be influenced in such a way 
in a post-9/11 world.

“Perhaps more trou-
bling is that airport securi-

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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New York State-Sponsored 
Free or Low-Cost
Health Insurance

1-888-809-8009
Adults 19–64Children under age 19

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing-based spe-
cial needs school closed 
last week months after 
state Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli alleged its owners 
misused $1.5 million in tax-
payer dollars, according to 
employees.

The sudden shutdown 
gave parents just days to 
look for a new school for 
their children.

Bilingual SEIT & Pre-
school Inc., at 150-07 North-
ern Blvd., had previously 
been under a $23 million, 
two-year contract to pro-
vide education for about 
700 special needs students 
at a handful of locations 
across the city, according to 
DiNapoli’s July audit. The 
comptroller contended that 
owner Cheon Park used 
taxpayer money to pay off 
car loans, rent properties 
that had no connection to 

the school, purchase items 
like expensive children’s 
furniture and inflate the 
salary of his wife, accord-
ing to the report.

Park declined to com-
ment for this story.

The city Department 
of Education did not com-
ment specifically about the 
audit, but a spokeswoman 
said it did not renew its con-
tract with Bilingual.

Parents and employees 
said that last Thursday and 
Friday the school closed its 
doors in several locations.

“How could you drop 
a bombshell on parents 
just like that?” asked Iasia 
Vann, who sent her autistic 
son to Bilingual’s Manhat-
tan location and was alert-
ed at 9 p.m. Friday by the 
DOE that the school would 
not be open the following 
Wednesday, when classes 
were set to resume.

Vann said the school’s 

Flushing location closed 
last Thursday.

Now Vann said she 
has to take off work to go 
through the arduous pro-
cess of finding a suitable 
school for her 4 1/2-year-old 
son.

“You have to make 
sure these schools have the 
right equipment and the 
staff to service your child,” 
she said. “It’s not like find-
ing a public school. It takes 
a lot of work and a lot of 
time.”

It was not immediately 
clear how long the DOE 
had known it was not go-
ing to renew its contract 
with Bilingual, but Vann 
said a DOE representative 
called her last Thursday 
and asked if she would like 
a tour of another school in 
Manhattan, a day before 
the department called to 
tell her that her school was 
closed.

Flushing school closes shop
in wake of DiNapoli audit



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 20-26, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

WE

7



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

20
-2

6,
 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

8

220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428
718.740.2524 topbingony.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

FOREST HILLS — The police were 
seeking the public’s assistance in identify-
ing a suspect wanted in connection with 
the robbing of a Citibank in Forest Hills in 
August.

Police said the suspect entered the 
bank, at 107-01 71st Ave., just before noon 
Aug. 31 and passed the teller a note de-
manding money.

The suspect, described as a white man 
in his 30s and standing 5 feet 7 inches tall 
and weighing 180 pounds, made off empty-
handed, the police said.

He was seen wearing a white T-shirt, 
shorts and sunglasses and was holding a 
white towel.

Police released surveillance images of a suspect 
wanted in connection to an attempted bank rob-
bery in Forest Hills. Images courtesy NYPD

Police seek public help in catching Citibank robber

Debris and medical equipment scatter the side-
walk after a driver slammed into two parked 
cars Friday. Photo by Phil Corso

Pedestrians hurt after being hits by car: Police
ASTORIA — Two pedestrians were 

injured Friday after being caught in the 
middle of a driver slamming into parked 
cars in Astoria, police said.

Witnesses near the scene, at the in-
tersection of Vernon Boulevard and 11th 
Street in Astoria, said they saw one older 
male driver run a stop sign on 12th Street 
before driving his car in reverse down 
Broadway and hitting a parked car and two 
passersby.

The names of the driver and pedes-
trians were not released, as there was no 
criminality in the incident, police said.

George Bentouratos, 31, a manager 
who works at the Skyline Auto Service Cen-
ter across the street from the accident, said 
he saw the driver with a handicap license 
plate first crash into a truck near the inter-
section of 12th Street and Broadway before 
driving in reverse into the parked cars.

“It was more of a shock than anything 
else,” he said. “There is always some-
thing.”

The driver and pedestrians were treat-
ed by emergency responders before being 
taken to a nearby hospital. Bentouratos 
said their injuries appeared to be minor.

WOODSIDE — The NYPD was seeking 
the public’s assistance in identifying seven 
men allegedly involved in a non-fatal shoot-
ing at a strip club Sept. 7.

Police said the seven men entered the 
club, at 49-09 25th Ave., around 3:45 a.m. and 
started an argument before being escorted 
outside.

A few minutes later, they returned and 
allegedly shot into a crowd of people, striking 
a 24-year-old man in the back, police said.

The victim was taken to Elmhurst Hos-
pital and was listed in stable condition, cops 
said.

Cops look for 7 men who fired shots in strip club

Police released surveillance footage of seven 
suspects wanted in connection with a non-fa-
tal shooting outside of a club in Woodside. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY JOE ANUTA

A dismal turnout in 
state primary elections in 
and around Flushing saw 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) fend off a 
well-financed  challenger 
and a Korean-American 
candidate come one step 
closer to making history 
after emerging from a five-
way, bare-knuckled battle.

Stavisky, who will 
serve her seventh term in 
Albany should she defeat 
Republican candidate J.D. 
Kim in November, cruised 
to victory over Oakland 
Gardens lawyer and busi-
nessman John Messer, who 
spent about $380,000 of his 
own money, not including 
whatever was spent in the 
11 days leading up to the 
primary and any outstand-
ing bills, according to the 
state Campaign Finance 
Board.

Stavisky won 58 per-
cent of the vote, with only 
about 10 percent of regis-
tered Democrats going to 
the polls last Thursday, 
according to the longtime 
lawmaker.

“I am grateful for the 
people in the 16th District 
who came out to vote,” 
Stavisky said at a Korean 
senior center the day after 
the election. “I think it was 
important to talk about the 
issues people care about.”

Yet Stavisky and Mess-
er also wanted to talk ex-
tensively about each other’s 
character faults, with much 
of the race being waged 
with verbal barbs and at-
tacks mailed out to pro-
spective voters in the dis-
trict, which includes parts 
of Flushing, Forest Hills, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside.

Political insiders who 
watched the polls said turn-
out in the heavily Asian-

American hub of downtown 
Flushing was extremely 
low compared with other, 
more far-flung parts of the 
district, which could have 
worked against Messer, 
who campaigned heavily in 
the Asian community.

In the Flushing state 
Assembly race, former 
Parkside consultant Ron 
Kim beat out his four oppo-
nents in a hotly contested 
Democratic primary and 
will now face Republican 
Phil Gim in the general 
election, according to unof-
ficial results. Should Kim 
win, he would become the 
first Korean-American leg-
islator in New York state.

Kim won the five-way 
primary with about 27 per-
cent of the vote, but Yen 
Chou, who was behind by 
about 4 percent, is chal-
lenging the results.

As of Tuesday evening, 
Chou’s camp was still wait-
ing for the board to count 

paper ballots and absentee 
ballots before officially 
conceding.

“There are way too 
many paper ballots for any-
one to call this election,” 
said campaign manager 
Michael Olmeda.

Chou was one of two 
Chinese candidates in the 
Democratic primary, the 
other being Ethel Chen. The 
two waged a vicious battle of 
accusations in the Chinese-
language press throughout 
the primary, and ultimately 
ended up with similar vote 
tallies: 974 for Chou and 932 
for Chen. In nearly every 
Flushing election, much 
is made of two candidates 
from the same community 
running against each other 
and “splitting” the vote.

Kim will go on to face 
Gim in the November elec-
tion after the GOPer beat 
Sunny Hahn in the Repub-
lican primary, which drew 
fewer than 400 voters.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (r.) is taking on State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (l.) for the 15th State Senate District in Queens this 
November.

Ulrich, Addabbo
differ on gun issue

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
With City Councilman 

Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
poised to take on state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) for the 15th Sen-
ate District in the general 
election this November, 
hot-topic issues such as the 
economy, gun control and 
hydrofracking will likely 
take front-and-center posi-
tions in the campaigns.

Some of Ulrich’s top 
economic issues are going 
to be taxes and job creation, 
campaign spokeswoman 
Jessica Proud said.

She called Addabbo’s 
record on the economy 
“dismal,” saying he has 
voted numerous times to 
raise taxes, resulting in an 
increase of $2,400 a year in 
taxes for the middle class.

“Those are real num-
bers for people struggling 
in this economy,” she said.

But Addabbo said rais-
ing taxes was needed to 
protect essential public ser-
vices during the dire fiscal 
situations that gripped the 
city in 2002 and the state in 
2009.

“Eric has never faced 
the fiscal situations that I 
have faced in the city and 
the state,” Addabbo said. 
“When you’re faced with a 
$17 billion deficit, there’s 
very little you can do but 
raise taxes.”

Now that New York 
is in a better situation, he 
said, some of the tax in-

creases are starting to roll 
back, such as the MTA pay-
roll tax.

In terms of plans to 
spur the economy, Ulrich 
would lower both the cor-
porate and individual tax 
rates, Proud said.

She said he would also 
push to reduce regulatory 
burdens on business in 
New York state, which she 
said ranks 49th out of 50 in 
being business-friendly.

“[New York] often loses 
jobs to Connecticut or New 
Jersey that have friend-
lier business climates,” she 
said.

Addabbo said he is a 
proponent of providing in-
centives for businesses to 
hire locally and has spon-
sored legislation that would 
provide tax credits to small 
businesses if they hire se-
niors, people with disabili-
ties, veterans and others.

He also said he will 
continue to work with Re-
sorts World in South Ozone 
Park. Although the casino 
has been criticized by some, 
including Ulrich, for not 
achieving the 70 percent 
mark in local hires as its 
contract promised, Addab-
bo said every bit helps and 
the potential for job growth 
is there.

When it comes to gun 
control, the candidates’ 
positions also diverge. Add-
abbo said he believes in the 
Second Amendment but 
supports tougher gun laws.

County Dems take Flushing 
Stavisky, Kim to face off against Republican candidates after primary

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (c.) is surrounded by Alison Tan, Ron Kim and Elliot Lee, who translates for her during a visit to a senior center 
in Flushing. Photo by Christina Santucci

Elections 2012 2012

Continued on Page 52
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Summer is Over
The leaves may be falling but FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, 

your synagogue, is still offering Opportunities for you! 

SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SEPTEMBER 2012 EVENTS
Saturday, 9/08 Tot Shabbat ...................................................................10:00 a.m.
 S’lichot ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 9/09 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education Program ...................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/11 FSF at Citi Field........................................................7:00 to 10:30
 Call the Offi ce for Info

Friday, 9/14 Shabbat Evening Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.
 High Holy Day Melodies at Oneg

Sunday, 9/16 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education......................................................... 10:30 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Eve Service ..........................8:00 p.m.

Monday, 9/17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/18 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service ................. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, 9/23 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Religious School .......................................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/25 Yom Kippur Evening Service ........................8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/26 Yom Kippur Services ................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Please See Schedule Below

Sunday, 9/30 Sukkah Raising Party .................................. 12:00 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sat., Sept. 8 Havdalah & S’lichot ....................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 16 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service ..................8:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 2nd Day R.H. Informal Service ................... 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Sept. 25 Kol Nidre Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 26 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................... 10:00 a.m.
 Children’s Service .......................................... 1:00 p.m.
 Afternoon Service .........................................2:00 p.m.
 Memorial/Yizkor Service .............................. 4:15 p.m.
 N’ilah Service ................................................. 5:00 p.m.

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

To purchase High Holy Day tickets call 718-961-0030

FR
E

S
-058984

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS – OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Confusion and fear 
often deter immigrants, 
regardless of whether they 
are here legally or undocu-
mented, from receiving 
services from government 
agencies they have every 
right to and the state As-
sembly is making a push to 
change that.

“Just because someone 
is undocumented doesn’t 
mean they don’t have 
rights,” said Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), who hosted his 
second annual Immigrants 
Connect event Saturday at 
Make the Road New York.

Moya, who sits on the 
Assembly’s Small Business 
and Economic Develop-
ment, Job Creation, Com-

merce and Industry com-
mittees, is the author of 
the Assembly’s Dream fund 
bill, which would provide 
financial assistance to the 
children of immigrants for 
higher education.

He also sponsored a 
bill that would allow any-
one with a taxpayer ID 
number to open a state 
family tuition account, de-
signed to help immigrant 
families save for college.

The event was part of a 
statewide effort by Assem-
bly members and the state 
Department of Labor to 
provide resources to those 
who may not even think to 
seek them out.

“In immigrant com-
munities, you see a lot of 
problems that exist because 
of abuse,” Moya said. “This 

gives them the opportunity 
to talk to the right agency.”

Representatives from 
offices such as the National 
Labor Relations Board and 
the state Department of 
Health were on hand to give 
out literature, answer ques-
tions and provide resources 
to an essential segment of 
the state’s workforce.

Throughout the state, 
nearly 30 percent of small 
businesses are owned by 
immigrants, according to 
Labor. In the city, immi-
grants make up more than 
one-third of the population 
and almost one-half of its 
workforce.

Make the Road New 
York is a nonprofit with of-
fices in Queens, Brooklyn, 
Staten Island and Long Is-
land that advocates for im-
migrants’ rights. Its latest 
victory came earlier this 
month when workers at the 
Hi-Tek Carwash and Lube 
in East Elmhurst voted 
to join the Retail, Whole-
sale and Department Store 
Union.

Deborah Axt, the non-
profit’s co-executive direc-
tor, said one of the biggest 
fights in Queens is to help 
undocumented workers 
collect unpaid wages.

“Newly arrived immi-
grants do have a lot more 
rights than they realize or 
exercise,” she said.

Moya helps immigrants 
to access gov’t resources

Assemblywoman Grace Meng, Make the Road New York Co-executive Director Deborah Axt and 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya chat at the Immigrants Connect event. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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40 Years of Experience 

and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
Plus $25 off each additional unit

2 Duette® Duolite™ Honeycomb Shades,  
2 Pirouette® Window Shadings,  
2 Silhouette® Window Shadings or  
2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
Plus $50 off each additional unit

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheers or Modern 
Draperies or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
Plus $100 off each additional unit

SAVE $100*

WHEN YOU BUY:
Silhouette® Window Shadings and Luminette® Privacy Sheers

Save September 15 — December 15 on select Hunter Douglas window fashions.* 
What a wonderful way to fill your home with the beauty and warmth of the season.

Comfort and Joy,  
Now at a Savings.

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/12  – 12/15/12. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, 

you will not be entitled to a rebate. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. This rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights 

reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday — Saturday
10am to 5pm
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GUTTER TACTIC FAILS
Did this really happen in 2012? Did a candidate run-

ning in a primary for the state Senate attempt to win by 
accusing his opponent of having dinner with a gay col-
league?

Although it’s hard to believe, it appears to be true. In 
the Republican Party primary in the 15th Senate District, 
Juan Reyes distributed anti-gay fliers attacking his oppo-
nent, City Councilman Eric Ulrich. In addition to noting 
that Ulrich and his wife had dinner with a gay colleague 
and his partner, he accused Ulrich of hiring an openly gay 
chief of staff and another gay staffer.

The tactic didn’t work: Ulrich won more than two-
thirds of the vote.

The 15th District includes Howard Beach, Ozone Park, 
Glendale, Middle Village, Woodhaven, Maspeth and parts 
of South Ozone Park, Rego Park, Ridgewood and Sunny-
side. This was once home to the fictional Archie Bunker, 
but much has changed since he was on TV.

Ulrich will now face incumbent Sen. Joseph Addabbo, 
who has held the seat since 2008.

In his mailer, Reyes called his opponent “gay-friend-
ly” and not a “real conservative.”

Nevertheless, Reyes’ campaign consultant, Gerry 
O’Brien, insisted the mailing wasn’t gay-bashing. Reyes, 
he said, only wanted to point out that Ulrich had flip-
flopped on his position on gay marriage.

After winning, Ulrich said, “You don’t have to get in 
the gutter, you don’t have to employ negative campaign 
tactics — you can win with a positive message.”

There’s no denying Reyes took the low road and, fortu-
nately, it didn’t work.

THE SODA POLICE
It happened. The city Board of Health voted last week 

to ban the sale of sugary soda larger than 16 ounces in cer-
tain venues.

In response, much has been said about the overreach 
of the Nanny State.

The critics may be right, but we see a larger problem 
when a regulation passed by a board affects millions of 
people. If the city is going to dictate to hundreds of fast-
food and other businesses in every borough, shouldn’t the 
Council be involved?

Perhaps the ban is a good idea, but so is democracy. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg is a lame duck and, by exten-
sion, so is the Board of Health. It’s a little scary that a regu-
lation with this much impact could be passed without the 
Council’s input.

BOE needs to provide ballots in Bengali
An open letter to the city 

Board of Elections:

I 
am writing to express 
my concern that the 
Board of Elections will 
not have Bengali-lan-

guage ballots available for 
the general election Nov 6.

As you know, the U.S. 
Census Bureau has deter-
mined that the BOE is le-
gally obligated to provide 

alternate ballots and inter-
preters for Bengali-speak-
ing voters under the Fed-
eral Voting Rights Act. It is 
important that the Bengali-
speaking community be 
provided with language 
assistance so they can ef-
fectively participate in our 
democratic process.

The fact that the city 
will not be able to comply 

with this federal mandate 
when other jurisdictions 
across the country have is 
unconscionable.

Queens is home to 
a growing population of 
South Asians, many of 
whom will now face un-
necessary challenges at the 
voting booth because of the 
BOE’s inability to ensure 
this mandate is implement-

ed in time for Election Day.
I urge you to develop 

a plan of action to ensure 
these language-assistance 
requirements are met in a 
timely fashion.

Daniel Dromm
City Councilman

Immigration Committee 
Chairman

(D-Jackson Heights)
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Reader sorry to see 
Capitol bank close

T
he Capitol One Bank, 
at 164th Street and 
69th Avenue in Fresh 
Meadows, will be 

closing its doors for good 
Oct. 6.

This bank has been 
in this location for more 
than 35 years, as Reliance 
Federal, then North Fork 
and finally Capitol One. 
There are so many people 
who have banked at this 
location, since it is right 
across the street from the 
Electchester apartment 
complex.

Many of these people 
are elderly or disabled and 
now will have to go to the 
Capitol One branch at Par-
sons Boulevard and Jewel 
Avenue, the other Fresh 
Meadows branch on 188th 
Street or the branch in Kew 
Gardens.

This is going to cause 
a lot of unnecessary physi-
cal stress for a lot of those 
people. There is no logical 
reason for this branch to 
be closed. The staff at this 
branch has been wonder-
ful. They are courteous 
and professional and it is 
unfair they are going to 
lose their jobs. At the least, 
Capitol One should guaran-
tee them positions in other 
branches.

We are going to be sor-
ry to see this branch close 
and we wish all of its em-
ployees the best. We hope 
all of them will find posi-
tions within a relatively 
short period of time.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Big businesses must pay their fair share in taxes
An open letter to Presi-

dent Barack Obama:

I
t is probably pointless to 
write and mail this let-
ter to you, since you will 
probably never receive 

or read it, but I felt com-
pelled to nonetheless.

My name is Lisa Carri-
eri-Veneziano and I work in 
the pharmacy at the Wald-
baum’s supermarket in Col-
lege Point. I am a divorced, 
single parent of three teen-
agers — aged 13, 14 and 
18 — and my widowed, 
85-year-old mother lives 
with us. I am a white-collar 
professional in the medical 
field and I work full-time.

I have been struggling 
with many issues in the 
last three years. Medical 
and prescription coverage 
is a problem. I never real-
ized that we had a dollar 
cap until we hit it three 
years ago. The cap is $8,000 
per year for my family and 
it would be worse if I was 
married. My children have 
secondary coverage with 
their father, but it never 
pays anything — not even 
to reimburse my co-pays!

Last year I spent 
$20,000 out of my pocket to 
buy medications. Maybe 
that is not much for some 
people, but it was huge for 

me. I could have used that 
money for other things, 
like paying my mortgage. 
Thank God I live close 
to work, but still, gas is 
around $4 per gallon.

The cost of heating oil 
is also outrageous as well 
as Consolidated Edison. We 
have had the air condition-
er running since May, but 
at 75 degrees. I cannot turn 
it off because my mother 
has pulmonary problems 
and uses oxygen.

My children all went 
to private school, which 
was a huge sacrifice. Public 
schools are overcrowded, 
understaffed and danger-

ous, but free? I am in a 
union and after about a 
year of negotiations we had 
to sign a contract or have 
no job. The outcome was I 
lost one week’s paid vaca-
tion and half of paid per-
sonal days, got a five-year 
pay freeze and have to work 
the first hour of every week 
for minimum wage.

What an insult to the 
pharmacy professionals ev-
erywhere. It is disgraceful, 
but what is a pharmacist to 
do with no jobs available? 
Now pharmacists also have 
to worry about losing their 
lives while performing 
their duties because of oxy-

contin and hydrocodone ad-
dicts. I want to work behind 
bullet-proof windows.

I have said for years 
that the drug manufactur-
ers need to be hit. They are 
making huge bucks, but not 
pharmacists or pharma-
cies. You would laugh at the 
mark-ups, if there are any.

If for just one day ev-
eryone would not buy any 
medications, stores, hos-
pitals, nursing homes, the 
drug manufacturers, etc., 
would be crying.

In my situation, I am 
thinking twice about spend-
ing a boatload of money 
for higher education, but 

for what? No jobs, respect 
or money. Higher-income 
people need to be taxed and 
pay their taxes, not given 
tax breaks and loopholes. 
Newspapers, TV and the In-
ternet are full of nobodies 
making and wasting mil-
lions of dollars.

I do not know what the 
answer is, but there just 
seems to be more and more 
problems.

Lisa Carrieri-Veneziano
College Point

CORRECTION
An article in the Aug. 30-Sept. 5 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, 
about campaign contributions in a Flushing state Assembly seat race, 
should have said Cottage Consulting is run by Jay Golub.

REMEMBERING 9/11
City Councilman Daniel Dromm, the Muslim merchants of the 37th Road Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights and Social Uplift 
Knowledge and Hope Initiatives NY held a candlelight vigil for those killed on 9/11. In a show of solidarity, businesses owners 
dimmed their lights and placed flowers along the plaza. Dromm (c.) is joined by (l. to r.) SUKHI President Shazia Kausar, SUKHI 
member Fatima Baryab and SUKHI founder Agha Saleh. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Resorts World Casino 
will take a swing at the 
fights when it hosts a cham-
pionship night of boxing on 
the casino grounds in South 
Ozone Park Saturday.

Featuring some fight-
ers from Queens, the eve-
ning boasts nine bouts. 
In the main event, popu-
lar light heavyweight Joe 
Smith Jr. will take on Yasin 
Rashid. In the much-antici-
pated co-feature, it will be a 
contest between undefeated 
junior middleweights as 
Frank Galarza and Alantez 
Fox battle for the state title. 
The show will also feature 
appearances from unde-
feated super bantamweight 
Juan Dominguez and unde-
feated super featherweight 
Rafael Vazquez.

Vazquez, who lives 
in Howard Beach with his 
wife and four children, said 
boxing so close to home 
gives him an extra shot of 
adrenaline.

“I could take a cab to 
get here,” said Vazquez. 
“When I grow old, I can tell 
my kids that I fought here 
and was a part of history.”

This night of fights 
will make history as the 
first boxing matches ever 
held in a New York casino. 
The fighters see this as 
an opportunity to make a 
mark — not only for them-
selves, but also for the sport 
of boxing at large.

“The fight will be a 

stepping stone for me in my 
career. It will make me, not 
break me because I never 
break,” said Frank Galarza, 
of Brooklyn. “It’s also great 
for the sport. We feel really 
proud to be the first class of 
boxers to fight here.”

Another fighter, Elton 
Dharry, who lives minutes 
away in Richmond Hill, 
said he was most proud to 
be representing his Guya-
nese community.

“It’s a big deal for the 
people in the community, 
especially the young kids,” 
he said. “I want to make a 
mark in this sport and give 
them a positive example to 
look up to.”

With a fight card fea-
turing both novice boxers 
and elite pugilists, the eve-
ning is expected to attract 
both sports fans and curi-
ous casino gamers alike. 
The matches will take 
place in the Central Park 

event space on the top floor 
— a 70,000-square-foot level 
with a capacity of 6,500 
people.

“Resorts World is a 
destination for hundreds 
of thousands of visitors ev-
ery month and our guests 
come for more than just 
gaming — we also offer the 
best in other forms of enter-
tainment, including music, 
sports and the arts,” said 
President Michael Speller. 
“We are now offering large-
scale concerts and even 
more events to provide the 
best possible mix of enter-
tainment experiences for 
our guests. New Yorkers 
can now stay here at home 
for gaming, boxing and mu-
sic all in one place.”

The fights start at 8 
p.m. with doors opening 
at 7 p.m. For tickets, go to 
newlegendboxing.com or 
call 718-487-4474 or 718-765-
1860.

What hurts again today?
��Your knee?
��Your hip? 
��Your shoulder?

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824)  
to schedule your appointment with a bone and joint specialist today.

THE BONE AND JOINT
 HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org

Happy New Year!  
Come and join us for uplifting, traditional  

 
 

at the 
YOUNG ISRAEL OF SUNNYSIDE 

43-01A 46th Street (Entrance on 43rd Avenue) 
www.youngisraelofsunnyside.com    718-786-4103  youngisraelofsunnyside@gmail.com 

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES 

High Holidays Schedule of Services 
 

ROSH HASHANA – MONDAY, TUESDAY- SEPTEMBER 17,18 
Services: (Both days)     8am-1:30pm 

Kiddush and Shofar: (Both days)              10:15am 
Tashlich:  (Monday)              6:45pm 

High Holidays Class: (Tuesday)     7:00-7:45pm 
 
 

YOM KIPPUR –WEDNESDAY- SEPTEMBER 26 
      Kol Nidrei: (Tuesday 9/25)                       6:30pm 

Services:  (Wednesday)       8:30am-2:00pm 
Yizkor:                       11:15am 
Ne’ila :                      6:00pm 

Shofar:                       7:30pm 
 
 

Services led by Rabbi Nesanel Lerman and Mr. Yossi Horowitz, Esq. 
 

No membership required Lovely Kids Korner  
on premises! 

Casino brings boxing 
to Queens this week

Boxing promoters Kevin O’Sullivan (l.) and Jim Foley (r.) flank fighters Angel Garcia, Frank Galarza, 
Rafael Vazquez and Elton Dharry. Photo by Steve Mosco

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS – OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES
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P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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17How did you try to stop your 
bone and joint pain today?

��I took more medication
��I tried physical therapy again
��I had another injection
��I just hoped it would stop hurting

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824)  
to schedule your appointment with a bone and joint specialist today.

THE BONE AND JOINT
 HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org
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ASSOCIATE’S and BACHELOR’S DEGREES

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

DMX—Digital Media Arts 
212.463.0400 x5588
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��������	������������
�������
www.touro.edu/nyscas

OTHER PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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HONORS TRACKS
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������	����	�	�
�����������������������������

Go Places...

The Road is Open
Go Far...

Manhattan |  Brooklyn |  Queens 

T H E R E  I S  S T I L L  T I M E
T O  R E G I S T E R  F OR  FA L L  2 01 2 !

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS – OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Celidez Arvelo was 
choked with emotion Mon-
day when after 11 years in 
this country she could fi-
nally call herself an Ameri-
can citizen.

“You change your life 
forever. [When I came to 
America,] I only wanted 
to pass through and stay a 
while,” the immigrant from 
the Dominican Republic 
said. “I love America and I 
want to be here forever.”

Arvelo was one of 75 
candidates from 19 coun-
tries who took the Oath of 
Allegiance at Jamaica’s 
King Manor Museum Sept. 
17, 225 years after the build-
ing’s namesake signed the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

Before administering 
the oath, Federal Judge 
Margo Broadie, of the East-
ern District, told the soon-
to-be citizens about how 
she took the oath after im-
migrating to the country 
with her parents from the 
Caribbean.

“I never envisioned 
that at some point in my life 
I’d be a judge and adminis-
tering this oath,” she said. 
“I welcome you to this won-
derful country of ours and 
now it’s your country, too.”

“I hereby declare, 
on oath, that I absolutely 
and entirely renounce 
and abjure all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state or 
sovereignty of whom or 
which I have heretofore 
been a subject or citizen,” 
Quasay Cooper read along 
with naturalization candi-
dates from countries such 
as Bangladesh, Jamaica 
and Guyana.

“That I will defend the 
Constitution and laws of 
the United States of Amer-
ica against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic,” the 
chorus of voices affirmed 
in unison.

In 1952, President 
Harry Truman proclaimed 
Sept. 17 to be Citizenship 

Day in recognition of those 
who either by coming of 
age or through naturaliza-
tion have attained full citi-
zenship. And while on any 
other day many candidates 
become naturalized at 
their local post office, King 
Manor Museum Caretaker 
Roy Fox said the home of 
one of the 39 signers of the 
Constitution would make 
their day that much more 
memorable.

“What an example 
Sen. Rufus King sets for 
us,” he said as he explained 
the pivotal role King played 
as one of five men asked to 
compose the style and ar-
rangement of the Constitu-
tion and how 33 years later 
he made an impassioned 
address to the U.S. Senate 
renouncing slavery.

“‘I hold that all laws 

or compacts imposing any 
such condition as slavery 
upon any human being are 
absolutely void because 
they are contrary to the law 
of nature, which is the law 
of God,’” Fox said, quoting 
the New York senator. “Do 
for future generations what 
has been done for us.”

The naturalization cer-
emony was the brainchild 
of U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), who said that 
as new citizens the attend-
ees had a duty to make the 
country a better place.

“You bring your ex-
periences. You bring your 
knowledge and you bring 
your culture,” he said. “It is 
a better day for the United 
States of America that you 
will become one of its citi-
zens.”

Rufus King ceremony 
leads 75 to citizenship

Celidez Arvelo shows off her naturalization certificate alongside 
her daughter, Scarlet. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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���I called the Bone and Joint Hospital of Queens at  
New York Hospital Queens at 866-670-OUCH

���Got an appointment with an experienced bone and 
joint specialist who explained why I need to have my 
joint replaced, and how surgery can end my pain

���Eased most of my fears and helped me prepare for 
surgery and rehabilitation

Now, I feel better already because I trust that these doctors 
will do my surgery right the first time… right here in Queens, 
at New York Hospital Queens. You can feel better soon too. 
Make the right call.

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824)  
to schedule your appointment with a bone and joint specialist today.

�

�

�

THE BONE AND JOINT
 HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org

A higher level of Orthopaedic and 
Rehabilitative care. Right here.

“Finally, I made the right call 
to relieve my bone and joint

 pain for good.”

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Police in Queens ar-
rested a man known as the 
“Snub-Nose Bandit” last 
week, who is suspected of 
robbing several banks and 
other businesses in New 
York and was wanted by 
the FBI, according to au-
thorities.

Harry Pacheco, 36, 
was picked up by police 
from the 107th Precinct in 
Fresh Meadows early on the 
morning of Sept. 12 after a 
911 call was placed alerting 
cops to suspicious activity 
around Ray Bari Pizzeria, 
at 176-61 Union Tnpk. in 
Hillcrest, police said.

A police spokesman 
and the Queens district at-
torney said Pacheco was 
arrested on charges of at-
tempted burglary after 
cops discovered he was in 
possession of bolt cutters, 
two screwdrivers and a 
wrench. Pacheco was also 
accused of possessing bur-
glar’s tools, according to 
the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA.

Police also found dam-
age to the rear door of the 

pizzeria’s building, where 
Pacheco allegedly was try-
ing to break in — the door 
frame was bent and the door 
casing was popped open, 
the complaint said. Police 
also said they brought in a 
36-year-old woman suspect-
ed of being an accomplice 
in the break-in, Michele 
Perlin, who was sitting in a 
jeep parked near the pizze-
ria, according to the court 
papers.

A source said that 
the connection was made 
between Pacheco and the 
Snub-Nose Bandit when a 
police officer recognized 
him from an FBI wanted 
photo.

Pacheco was arraigned 
Sept. 13 on the attempted 
burglary charge in Queens 
Court and his next court 
appearance is Oct. 18, ac-
cording to the DA. It could 
not be determined when 
or whether Pacheco would 
be transferred to federal 
court.

The Snub-Nose Bandit 
was wanted for at least eight 
armed robberies in New 
York starting in September 
of last year, many of them 

taking place in Queens, ac-
cording to the FBI website. 
They include the robbery of 
a 7-Eleven at 107-24 Corona 
Ave. in Corona, a Chase 
Bank at 205-19 Hillside Ave. 
in Hollis and a Sovereign 
Bank at 75-15 31st Ave. in 
East Elmhurst.

The website says shots 
were fired in three of the 
robberies, and an FBI press 
release described him as 
armed and dangerous.

The FBI believed the 
suspect may have used liv-
ery vehicles to transport 
himself to and from bank 
robberies, according to the 
FBI.

The unique nickname 
was given to the suspect 
because the silver gun used 
in the robberies is called a 
snub-nose revolver, the FBI 
website says.

An official at the FBI 
said the Snub-Nose Ban-
dit’s picture was in the ro-
tation on the Clear Channel 
billboard in Times Square.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

107th Precinct nabs 
man wanted by FBI

The FBI released several images of a suspect, dubbed the Snub-Nosed Bandit, who was wanted in con-
nection with six armed robberies. Images courtesy FBI

Burmese Nobel laureate coming to Queens
FLUSHING  — Aung San Suu Kyi, 

leader of Burma’s democracy move-
ment, will speak to an invited audience 
at Queens College on Saturday, Sept. 22, 
at 9 a.m.

It will mark her first visit to Ameri-
ca since her release from house arrest in 

her home country. Suu Kyi will take 
questions from Queens College students 
after speaking, and there will also be 
musical performances and readings 
before Suu Kyi addresses the local Bur-
mese community.
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

FLIP

at 25-22 Astoria Blvd., CB 1 voted 
25-7 against the plaza.

The mere seven votes for 
the plaza prompted shouts of 
“Shameful! Shameful!” from pro-
plaza visitors while the 25 votes 
against received applause from 
those against it.

“This street closure and loss 
of parking places will not only 
eliminate easy access to the front 
of our store, but threaten our eco-
nomic viability,” said Tom An-
derson, who spoke on behalf of 
the Key Food supermarket at the 
intersection.

The decision was a disap-
pointment to residents who had 
wanted an open space and what 
the DOT had said would be the 
plan that would lead to fewer acci-
dents at the complicated five-way 
crossroads.

“I walk down this intersec-
tion every day and I can’t tell you 
how many times I’ve almost been 
hit,” said resident Alex Barclay.

Residents and business own-
ers had argued that taking away 
so many parking spots would have 
an economic impact on the stores 
in the neighborhood and closing 
the streets would increase con-

gestion. Some argued that sanita-
tion trucks would not be able to 
navigate 32nd Street if they could 
not use Newtown Avenue.

A representative from Mt. 
Sinai Queens Hospital also wor-
ried that the clinic the hospital 
is planning to open, at 31-19 New-
town Ave., would limit patient ac-
cess.

“Our concern at this point 
is we may not have all the facts,” 
said Brad Beckstrom, of Mt. Si-
nai.

Others contended the neigh-
borhood already had the resourc-
es the plaza offers.

“I’ve been a resident of As-
toria all my life,” said Yiannis 
Strovmbakis, of Alma Bank. 
“There’s plenty of parks people 
can go to and plenty of cafés.”

But advocates argued that 
sidewalk cafés were not an ap-
propriate resting place for young 
children.

“It is more important to have 
a place where children can play 
than a dangerous intersection 
where their lives are at risk,” said 
resident Michael Hicks.

Queens DOT Commission-
er Maura McCarthy said some 
members of CB 1 approached her 
to do the plaza as a pilot project, 
but otherwise the curbs would be 
extended.

Continued from Page 1

Plaza
stop if she performed a sex act 
on him, police said. The woman 
ran away, after which the sus-
pect rode off on his bicycle, po-
lice said.

The perpetrator is described 
as a 20-to-25-year-old Hispanic 
man with black hair, brown eyes 
and a thin build, police said. He 
is about 5 feet 5 inches to 5 feet 9 
inches tall and about 155 to 170 
pounds, police said.

Authorities said the woman 
needed to go to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center for a broken nose af-
ter the attack.

In response to the assault, 
Van Bramer, Gianaris and Com-
munity Board 2 District Man-

ager Debra Markell handed out 
2,000 fliers during early morn-
ing rush hour at the busy No. 7 
train and Long Island Rail Road 
station with a police sketch of 
the perpetrator and a descrip-
tion of the attack.

“We’re hitting as many 
Woodsiders as you can possibly 
reach,” Van Bramer said.

The distribution was the 
latest of several Van Bramer has 
held in response to sexual as-
saults occurring within his dis-
trict. In April, Van Bramer and 
other elected officials had gone 
to the 46th Street-Bliss Street 
No. 7 train station after a man 
jumped on and sexually assault-
ed a woman in Sunnyside.

In October 2011, he and oth-
ers had gone to the same train 
station after a pervert riding a 

bicycle groped five women and a 
12-year-old girl.

“These are safe neighbor-
hoods, but even one of these inci-
dents is one too many,” Gianaris 
said.

No arrests have been made 
after any of these crimes.

Markell urged women to be 
mindful of their surroundings.

“People need to be aware 
and we need to have a lot of en-
forcement,” she said.

Those with information 
about the crime can contact the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers. They 
can be reached by phone at 1-800-
577-TIPS, via its website at nypd-
crimestoppers.com or through 
texting 274637 (CRIMES) and 
then entering TIP577.

Continued from Page 1

Sex attack

good, unused coconut among the 
rubbish.

“It’s borderline the most un-
expected things down here,” he 
opined.

Meloni, who also organizes 
cleanups of Newtown Creek and 
Bowery Bay, said Astoria Park is 

unique in that it is one of the few 
places with access to the shore. 
He said the annual event was 
started when parkgoers noticed 
just how dirty the shore was, 
pointing out that over the years 
recycling has had a positive im-
pact on the environment.

“There used to be tons of 
glass bottles. You don’t see any-
where near the amount you used 
to see,” he said.

Before they headed down to 
the shoreline to perform their 
community service, the volun-
teers laid a wreath at the park’s 
Veterans’ Memorial to honor 
those who died on 9/11.

“A lot of the people who 
were killed were performing 
service,” said Meloni. “It’s a lit-
tle something we can do to show 
kids who may not realize what 
9/11 means.”

Continued from Page 2

Astoria Park
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62-61 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park NY 11374

Teaching Ballroom, Latin, & Nightclub for over 40 years!
Swing, Cha Cha, Fox Trot, Rumba, Hustle, Tango, Merengue, Salsa, and more!

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

(718) 478-5910

For More Information or to View Videos, Photos & More Visit:

Children & Teens: Ballet, Hip Hop, Creative Movement, Ballroom & Latin

Adults: Argentine Tango, Bachata, Cumbia, Salsa, Ballroom & Latin
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“During their final days, Calvary gave both my mom and dad
the quality of life they deserved.”

“When my dad was suffering from pancreatic cancer, there was only 
one place that could relieve his pain – and ours, as well. Calvary Hospital. 
But dad’s wish was to die at home. And it was granted. Calvary 
Home Hospice provided dad with unrivaled comfort, compassion 
and love. He passed away with dignity and grace, with all of us 
with him. Calvary became part of our family. What could be better 
than that? Well, one year later, after years of dealing with severe 
medical issues, mom, also, needed the same Calvary care. So at 
the end of her life, Calvary’s expert staff was there, once again, for 
all of us. As a daughter whose parents gave her unqualifi ed love 
her entire life, there was no better way to return this love than with 
Calvary’s care. I feel doubly blessed that Calvary was in our lives.”

– Deborah DeGregorio 

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

NYPD questions Jamaica offi cer’s stab story
BY RICH BOCKMANN

The NYPD’s internal-
affairs investigators were 
looking into whether or not 
an off-duty officer stabbed 
himself last week when he 
claimed he was attacked 
during a home invasion at 
his place in South Jamaica 
last week, according to po-
lice and the New York Post. 

Swarms of police re-
sponded to Rishi Gobin’s 
residence near the corner 
of 170th Street and Liberty 
Avenue the afternoon of 
Sept. 12 after the four-year 
department veteran placed 
a 911 call claiming he had 
been attacked during a 
home invasion, police said.

Gobin, who is assigned 
to the 42nd Precinct in the 
Bronx, was taken to Jamai-
ca Hospital, where he was 
treated for a stab wound 
to his torso that had not 
hit any vital organs, police 
said. For hours uniformed 
police officers and detec-

tives scoured the neighbor-
hood searching for clues as 
a police helicopter buzzed 
by overhead.

Neighbors said Gobin 
lived in the home with his 
wife and children and, as 
rumors of the alleged at-
tack spread, they said they 
were surprised to hear 
something like that would 
happen.

“I spoke to him every 
now and then. He seemed 
to be a nice guy,” said Wal-
ter Smith, 54, who added 
that his children play with 
Gobin’s children, but that 
he only knew the man in 

passing. “I’m shocked to 
hear about that.”

Investigators, howev-
er, could not get a clear ac-
count of the alleged attack 
from Gobin. Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly visited 

Gobin in the hospital, but 
said he could not speak to 
the officer who was heavily 
sedated.

A representative for 
the NYPD later said the 
department’s internal af-

fairs bureau had opened 
an investigation into the 
incident.

The New York Post, 
citing unnamed sources, 
reported that video surveil-
lance obtained from the 

scene did not show anyone 
fleeing Gobin’s home and 
that his wounds were con-
sistent with self-inflicted 
injury.

The NYPD said the in-
vestigation was ongoing.

Dozens of officers congregate on Liberty Avenue. Photo by Christina Santucci

I spoke to him 
every now and 

then. He seemed 
like a nice guy.

Walter Smith
Neighbor to Jamaica offi cer
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Tickets on sale 
Go to barclayscenter.com, ticketmaster.com, or 
call 800.745.3000 to purchase tickets 

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

Barbra Streisand
Oct. 11, 2012 (SOLD OUT)

Oct. 13, 2012      

The King’s Men
Oct. 14, 2012

Rush
Oct. 22, 2012

Barclays Center  
Classic 
Nov. 9, 2012
 

Andrea Bocelli
Dec. 5, 2012

Neil Young
Patti Smith and her Band, 
and Everest
Dec. 3, 2012

Journey 
Pat Benatar featuring  
Neil Giraldo & Loverboy
Oct. 30, 2012

Russell Peters
Nov. 10, 2012

Leonard Cohen
Dec. 20, 2012

The Who
Nov. 14, 2012

Kellogg’s Tour  
of Gymnastics  
Champions 
Nov. 18, 2012

Harlem Globetrotters 
Oct. 7, 2012
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Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Allergy, pain and 
heart medications 
have side effects  
that increase the risk 
of dangerous falls.

Your dad takes  
all three.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?

BY JOE ANUTA

The late Flushing fire-
brand Rose Kryzak was a 
tireless advocate for senior 
citizens in New York, pos-
sessing enough pluck even 
in her twilight years to 
travel to Albany to admon-
ish a sitting governor, and 
in November three women 
are set receive an award in 
her honor for carrying on 
the tradition.

Kryzak lived in Flush-
ing House, at 38-20 Bowne 
St., a housing complex tai-
lored to senior citizens, 
until she died at 99 about a 
dozen years ago. 

But while the complex 
is populated by elderly resi-
dents, it is a far cry from as-
sisted living, according to 
Robert Salant, communica-
tions director at Flushing 
House.

“Her apartment here 
was like a lobbying office 
filled with papers and tele-
phones,” he said. “We are 
very proud of her legacy and 
keep it alive each year.”

This year the Rose 
Kryzak Senior Leadership 
Award will be given to Es-
tela Divino, Mary Sheehan-
Lohne and Carol O’Dette at 
a Nov. 8 ceremony.

Divino was selected 
for her work in helping 
seniors who have been de-
nied benefits try to regain 
them, according to Salant. 
She has been the director 
of social services at the 
Regal Heights Rehabilita-
tion & Health Care Center 
in Jackson Heights, where 
she heads the social work 
department and provides 
a wide range of care to the 
borough’s seniors, since 
2000.

Sheehan-Lohne’s ré-
sumé might have appealed 
to Kryzak, since the 12-year 
director of social services 
at the Cliffside Rehabilita-
tion & Health Care Center 
in College Point  has a his-
tory of agitating for a good 
cause.

In the 1980s, she wrote 
letters, petitioned, orga-

nized demonstrations at the 
state Department of Health 
and lobbied lawmakers for 
health care reform, accord-
ing to Salant.

“We honor people who 
are doing similar things,” 
Salant said. “They also lob-
by, they also secure fund-
ing for their programs. All 
of them truly carry on the 
tradition of Rose Kryzak.”

O’Dette has been direc-
tor of social work services 
at Ozanam Hall of Queens 
Nursing Home in Bayside 
since 2007 and was selected 
due to her long history of 
spearheading initiatives 
beneficial to seniors at nu-
merous facilities where she 
has worked.

O’Dette participated 
in Flushing’s first meeting 
of the Grey Panthers, an 
organization dedicated to 
protecting civil rights, es-
pecially of seniors. At one 
facility she set standards of 
practice for HIV patients, 
led the efforts to establish a 
hospice and started an eth-
ics committee.

The efforts from wom-
en like the three honorees 

is essential for the aging 
residents of the state, ac-
cording to Salant, who of-
tentimes do not have the 
energy to do it themselves, 
although there was one no-
table exception.

Salant once heard a 
story from Matilda Cuomo, 
wife of former Gov. Ma-
rio Cuomo, about a 1987 
meeting between him and 
Kryzak over a bill stuck in 
the state Legislature that 
would have helped seniors 
across the state supplement 
the cost of medicine.

Kryzak, who stood less 
than 5 feet tall, met Cuo-
mo in the Oval Room and 
grabbed him by the lapels 
of his jacket, telling him to 
intervene and get the bill 
passed or she would turn 
all the seniors in Queens 
against him, according 
to Salant, who added that 
Cuomo signed it into law 
that same year.

“To date, I’ve never 
seen another Rose Kryzak 
come along. And we need 
more of them,” Salant said.

The late Rose Kryzak ran a successful lobbying operation for se-
nior citizens out of her apartment in Flushing House. 

Photo courtesy United Adult Ministries

Three women to recieve
Rose Kryzak distinction 
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Sade Falebita - Class of ’12
B.S./M.S. Accounting - B.A. Communication Arts

sfc . edu

Powerful programs and opportunities for learning
through amazing internships in New York City.

OPEN HOUSE   Sunday, Oct. 28th 10am -2pm

Nobody serves you better.

AC &
HEATING

SALES

reliable
convenient
automatic
delivery

GET THE OIL HEAT 
SERVICE AND 
ENERGY SAVINGS 
YOU WANT 
THIS WINTER.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. DCP-HOD.366. CT Lic. 390819-S1, Nassau Lic. No. H2407280000. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 4510-RP, 45411-RP, PA035150, MD Lic. No. 30490123. HVAC Master Lic. No. 13048. ©2012 Champion Energy. CH_12023

877.844.6868
lewisoil.com

BY PHIL CORSO

While voters through-
out the borough took to the 
polls last week in the state 
primary elections, resi-
dents in the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage co-op reported some 
confusion after the city 
Board of Elections changed 
their polling locations.

For as long as they 
could remember, residents 
of the village had always 
voted at PS 186 in Belle-
rose, according to Glen 
Oaks Village President Bob 
Friedrich.

But because of polling 
site changes, voters were 
split into three separate 
sites, causing confusion on 
Primary Day.

Because of redistrict-
ing throughout the bor-
ough, several elected offi-
cials have reported phone 
calls from residents un-
aware of their new voting 
locations. The confusion 
hit a breaking point when 
the BOE sent out the wrong 
polling sites to residents in 
some districts, including 
that of City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village).

This time around, vil-
lagers were spread out over 
three polling locations: 
PS 186, PS 115 and North 
Shore Towers. The contrast 
was highlighted drasti-
cally in one specific cor-
ner, Friedrich said, where 

Langston Avenue and 260th 
Street intersect. Each side 
of the street voted in three 
different locations after 
years of casting their bal-
lots in the same spot.

“This is insanity by the 
Board of Elections,” said 
Friedrich, who reached out 
to elected officials, includ-
ing Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside). “The three vot-
ing locations create enor-
mous confusion as neigh-
bors who had walked to the 
voting booths together in 
the past will now be going 
to separate locations.”

On Primary Day, there 
were some voters turned 
away at polls because they 
were unsure of where to 
vote, poll operators said. 
A similar issue spread 
throughout the city, stir-
ring controversy and back-

lash from city Public Advo-
cate Bill de Blasio.

In a letter sent to the 
BOE last month, de Blasio 
called on the group to ad-
dress issues in which vot-
ers were given incorrect 
poll site information and to 
better prepare for Election 
Day.

“It is deeply worrying 
that the Board of Elections 
was unable to execute a 
primary election smoothly, 
considering that only a 
handful of the races were 
closely contested and vot-
ers were few in number,” de 
Blasio said, referring to a 
dismal voter turnout in the 
Sept. 13 primaries. “With 
November’s presidential 
election looming, much 
more must be done immedi-
ately to prevent widespread 
confusion that could dis-
enfranchise thousands of 
New Yorkers.”

Glen Oaks votes limited 
by polling site changes

Aristotle Delacruz exits the voting booth in Glen Oaks in a previous 
election as poll worker Douglas Goonewardena looks on.
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

®

Dr. Curtis Hardy
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

(surgical and non - surgical)

GYN Division Chief
Dept. Of OB/GYN

New York Hospital Queens

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Curtis Hardy

Learn more at: www.doccareny.com
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Middle States Accreditation
NYS Regents Accreditation
Certified Microsoft Information Technology Academy
Performing Arts Program
Advanced Research Program

 Nationally Renowned Sports Program
Over $12 million in College Scholarships
Full Time Campus Minister
Honors, College Level and Advanced Placement Courses

Join us at our Open House and see what we are all about!
Make Christ the King your number one choice in Education !

OPEN HOUSE
September 30

10AM to 1:30PM

TACHS CODE 014

Incoming freshmen and transfer students call: Director of Admissions, Steven Giusto, Ext 240
68-02 Metropolitan Ave Middle Village, NY 11379 (718) 366-7400   www.ctkny.org

Christ the King High School
Celebrating 50 Years of Catholic Education
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CAR DEALS
YOUR

GUIDE TO

Automotive

Savings!

2012 Chevrolet Cruze Hatchback

YOUR

GUIDE TO

Automotive

Savings!

BayRidgeNissan.com

888-801-9107

888-445-1693

877-625-6766

866-483-8441

888-293-0338

516-285-8036

888-761-7955
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Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymts incl. all incentives to dlr. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take deliv-
ery from dealer’s stock by 09/25/12. *Total Payments/Rebates: Acadia: $8,814/$21,881; $2000 non-GM lease conquest, must qual. Regal: $7,215/$17,336; $1000 lease conquest, must qual. Lacrosse: $7,722/$18,600; 
$2000 competitive lease conquest, must qual. Terrain: $7,761/$15,983; $1000 non-GM lease conquest, must qual. - See dealer for details & qualifications. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/20¢ over-
age. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maintenance. Photos are for illust. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

t t b id b t li & t M t t k d li

888 293 0338
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY
Mon-Thurs: 9-8 • Friday: 9-7  • Saturday: 9-5 • Se Habla Español

o change without nottice. Pymts incl. all incentives to dlr. All adv. pricing incl all c
4/$21 881 $2000 GM l t t l R l $
ticee P mts incl all incenti es to dlr All ad pricing incl allccce

WHY
PAY
MORE?Leather Group, 4 dr, 6 cyl, auto, pwr steer/

ABS/wind/locks/mirr/sunroof/seats, A/C, XM-
Radio/CD, OnStar, Bluetooth, USB, tilt, cruise, 
alloy, remote start, White Diamond Tricoat, 
Stk#12024. MSRP $34,445. Due at signing: 
$1995 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

New 2012 Buick

$198*
Lease
For

Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 

$185*
Lease
For

Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 

4dr, 4 cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/mirr/sunroof, A/C, XMRadio/CD, 
USB, OnStar, 18” chrome wheels, remote 
keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, FWD. 
Stk#12110. MSRP $30,415. Due at signing: 
$1995 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

AWD, 4 door, 6 cyl, auto, power steering/
ABS/wind/locks/sunroof/mirrors/htd seat, 
A/C, XMRadio/AM/FM/CD, OnStar, tilt, cruise, 
alloy, remote keyless entry/start, Stk#12281. 
MSRP $39,785. Due at signing: $2400 
down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

New 2012 GMC

$226*
Lease
For

Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 

ACADIA SLELACROSSEREGAL
New 2012 Buick G CNew 2012 Buick

VISIT YOUR EXCLUSIVE
BRONX BUICK/GMC
DEALERSHIP TODAY!

GUARANTEED 
CREDIT APPROVAL 

AWD, 5 dr, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/ABS/
wind/locks/mirrors/seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, 
OnStar, Bluetooth, tilt wheel, cruise, remote 
keyless entry, alloy wheels. Stk#12149, 
MSRP $28,040. Due at signing: $1995 
down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

New 2012 GMC

$199*
Lease
For

Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 

TERRAIN SLE1

is our goal.

Many people look to the used-car 
lots when shopping for vehi-
cles. The allure of a lower price 
is what drives some consumers 

to purchase a pre-owned car or truck. Con-
sidering many of the used vehicles avail-
able are only a few years old, this can be a 
smart decision.

With the widespread availability of 
leases, many pre-owned vehicles are lease 
turn-ins that are only a few years old and 
in relatively good condition. And because 
leases limit the amount of mileage that 
can be put on the vehicle in a given year, 
chances are a lot of those pre-owned vehi-
cles are also low in mileage.

Used-car pricing almost always will be 
lower than a vehicle off the lot. This is a big 
draw to many consumers looking to save 
money on a vehicle. New cars depreciate as 
soon as they are driven away from the deal-
ership, so even a vehicle that is only a few 
months old will cost less than it did brand 
new.

Buying a pre-owned car at a dealership 
also may come with a warranty. In order to 
liquidate their stock of used vehicles, often-
times dealerships will certify the vehicles 
are in good condition and offer warran-

ties that cover many of the same items one 
would fi nd with a new vehicle. Certifi ed ve-
hicles can be a safer investment, primarily 
because the service history and the condi-
tion of the car is verifi able. Buying from a 
private owner may be a riskier purchase.

That doesn’t mean that buying a used 
car from a private owner should be avoided 
at all costs. Many private sellers are hon-
est individuals and will offer proof docu-
menting the vehicle’s maintenance history. 
There are also car history reports that can 
be obtained using the VIN number on the 
vehicle to check to see if it was in any major 
accidents or had other kinds of damage.

Buying used is also a green investment. 
While a brand-new hybrid may certainly 
save on fuel use, the energy needed to pro-
duce that new hybrid can be considerable. 
Purchasing a used car means less demand 
for a new one to be made.

Another advantage to used vehicles is 
that insurance premiums may be lower. 
That’s because new cars usually require 
comprehensive insurance coverage, when 
a used vehicle may only require the basics.

People looking to save money on a ve-
hicle should consider pre-owned cars as vi-
able options for their next vehicle.  

Pre-owned cars can be a 
smart fi nancial bet

The next key you turn could be to a reliable pre-owned vehicle.
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The 2012 Nissan Frontier Crew Cab SV

$199
PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

4X4

Auto, V6, 4 door, PW/PL, CD

PROGRAM REQUIRES $1,495 DOWN ($1,694 DUE AT SIGNING), MSRP: $28,835, TT PYMTS/RES: 
$7,761/$17,301. 1 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 32412, VIN: 461911.

?With scheduled maintenance. *0% financing available in lieu of rebates. All offers subject to dealer primary lender approval. Must present ad to receive special financing.  No prior deals applicable. Closed end lease. Lease includes 
10k miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maintenance and mileage ($0.15/addtl mile). All offers: Prices include all costs except tax, tags & DMV fees. All rebates/incentives to dealer and subject to tax. Must 
present this ad to receive special offer. Advertised offers cannot be combined with any other discount/special. Offers expire 9/24/12. Consumer Affairs Lic.: 884799 FID: 7054638.

STARNISSANOFBAYSIDE.COM

0% FINANCING*
UP TO 36 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

2012 Nissan Sentra 2.0S

$119 $13,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, Keyless, 4-Way Adj. Front 
Seats, 140 HP 2L, Side Crtn Airbags, Tire 

Pressure Monitoring System

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,114 DUE@SIGNING, MSRP: 
$18,870, TT PYMTS/RES: $4,641/$11,888. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 12112, VIN: 774298.

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS
0.9% FINANCING*

UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

2012 Nissan Rogue S AWD

$189 $18,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, 4 CYL, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 
CC, PW, PL, PM, Tilt Steering, Traction 

Control & Side Curtain Airbags

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,184 DUE@SIGNING, 
TOTAL PAYMENTS/RES: $7,371/$14,957, MSRP: $22,530. 22 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 22212, VIN: 399818

2012 Nissan Murano S

$249 $23,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 6 CYL, Dual Air Bags,  
A/C, Alloys, PW, PL, ABS, CD

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $500 CUSTOMER BONUS CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,244 DUE@
SIGNING, TT PYMTS/RES: $9,711/$16,400, MSRP: $29,610. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 23112, VIN: 103147

2012 Nissan Maxima SV

$279 $27,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 290 HP 3.5L V6, 18” Alloys, ABS, 
Sunroof, Bose Stereo, Leather, Intelligent 
Key, Dual Zone A/C, Push Button Ignition

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $3,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,274 DUE@SIGNING, 
TT PYMTS/RES: $10,881/$18,409, MSRP: $33,025. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 16212, VIN: 851343.

2012 Nissan Pathfinder S 4x4

$239 $23,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 3rd Row  
Seat, PW, PL, PM, Alloys

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 SEPTEMBER CUSTOMER CASH & $2,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,234 DUE@SIGNING, 
MSRP: $31,810, TT PYMTS/RES: $9,321/$15,587. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 25012, VIN: 601979.

Toll-Free: 888-445-1693
206-02 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY • Corner of Clearview Expwy. & Northern Blvd.

SCAN
i

LIFETIME OIL CHANGES
WITH EVERY NEW CAR PURCHASE!†

QR 
CODE

starnissanofbayside.com

LOW FINANCING*
AVAILABLE!

LIMITED TIME

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5

$179 $19,495PER MO.
LEASE FOR
42 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, AM/FM/CD, Power Locks,  
and Windows, Power Steering

PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,174 DUE AT SIGNING, MSRP: $23,410, TT PYMTS/RES: $7518/$14,446. 
20 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 13013, VIN: 128907.
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LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2277/$895; Maxima=$8702/$895; Rogue=$6042/$895; Murano=$9082/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR0%

APR

David Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5
Model#13012, 
VIN#255769, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$99
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE S
Model#22212, 
VIN#403049, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, AWD, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $159
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA S
Model#16112, 
VIN#850185, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$229
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Model#23112, 
VIN#108467, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, FWD, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

BayRidgeNissan.com
5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Hundreds of Certifi ed Pre-Owned 
Nissans Plus We Carry Many 

Other Brands Starting at $4,995
8 Year or 120,000 Mile Warranty on All Certifi ed Vehicles

Free
Loaner Cars

 
Car Wash & 

Vacuum 
With Every 

Service

Minimum 
$4,000 

Trade-In 
We Offer More $$$ 
Than Other Dealers.

Early 
Termination:

We make the last 12 payments 
on your lease on purchase: 

Any Make, Any Model

Motor vehicle crashes 
are the leading cause 
of death among U.S. 
teenagers, account-

ing for more than one in three 
deaths, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. The good news is that, with 
a sturdy car and some well-in-
grained safety lessons, many of 
these crashes are largely prevent-
able.

Parents of teens are reticent to 
have their children join the mil-
lions of drivers on the nation’s 
roadways. A teen driver can test 
one’s nerves. Once a teenager re-
ceives his license, the family will 
have to reassess its automotive 
needs or risk fi ghting over the 
family car somewhat regularly.

There are certain practices 
that should be commonplace, even 
if a teenager is anxious to simply 
run to the nearest dealership and 
pick out a car.

One of the fi rst things a par-
ent may think to do is to sur-
round her child in the biggest, 
bulkiest vehicle possible. If there 
were an army tank available, par-
ents might consider it. But large 
trucks and sports utility vehicles 
have a tendency to rollover. Plus, 

a teenager may think that a big-
ger vehicle means invincibility.

Industry experts agree that 
there are some tips parents can 
follow when selecting a teen’s 
fi rst car.

• Shop for pre-owned vehicles. 
Most families are already feeling 
the heat of overtaxed budgets. An-
other car payment could be unaf-
fordable. 

Plus, insurance premiums for 

a teenage driver could be very ex-
pensive, especially if that teen is 
driving a brand-new car. Shop for 
a car that is a few years old. Not 
only will it have plenty of miles 
still left in it, but also, if an ac-

cident occurs, the repairs likely 
won’t be as expensive as they 
would if a new car gets dinged 
up.

• Seek out sedans. Sure, they 
may not be the ultra-cool sports 
car or the behemoth sports util-
ity vehicle, but sedans are large 
enough to effectively protect a 
driver in an accident and will 
have plenty of room to carpool 
friends to movies, sports games 
and such.

• Make kids bear some of the 
fi nancial burden. Parents should 
make their children fi nancially 
responsible for the car in one way 
or another. Whether they contrib-
ute a few dollars to the monthly 
bill or are responsible for oil 
changes and fuel costs, having a 
fi nancial investment may encour-
age kids to be more careful with 
the vehicle.

• Teach defensive driving. 
A vehicle is only as safe as its 
driver. Consider defensive-driv-
ing courses in addition to the reg-
ular driving courses and exams 
the teen has taken. It will help 
him learn even more about being 
safe on the road. Of course, expe-
rience through road miles is an-
other way to gain expertise.

Selecting a teen driver’s fi rst car

Once teenagers get their licenses, it’s time to assess the vehicle needs of the family.
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Buying a new car is 
one of the more ex-
pensive purchases 
a consumer can 

make. Aside from a home or 
paying for college, perhaps 
no purchase requires a big-
ger fi nancial commitment 
than a new car.

While purchasing a new 
car can be intimidating, 
there are ways buyers can 
take control of the car-buy-
ing process and save money 
as a result.

• Shop online. Much of the 
fear associated with buying 
a new car can be traced to 
the dealership. Consumers 
fear being taken advantage 
of by aggressive salespeople 
who work on commissions 
and are motivated by selling 
the car for the highest price 
possible. However, shopping 
online removes that fear and 
has made it easier for con-
sumers to save when pur-
chasing a new car. Unlike 
traditional automobile sales-
people, Internet department 
sales staff often earn their 
bonuses on how many cars 
they sell, and not how much 
they sell each car for, which 
motivates them to get con-
sumers the best price. Shop-
ping online also removes the 
hassle of visiting the dealer-
ship and the often awkward 

and uncomfortable back and 
forth of the negotiating pro-
cess on the dealer’s turf.

• Get preapproved for a 
loan. Another way to save is 
to shop around for the best 
fi nancing deal before shop-
ping for a car. Many people 
seek preapproval for a loan 
before shopping for a home, 
and the same can be done 
when buying a car. Shopping 
around enables you to get the 
best deal, which isn’t always 
the one you’ll fi nd should 
you rely on the dealership to 
arrange for the fi nancing.

• Negotiate everything. 
One of the more agitating 
things about buying a new 
car is the seemingly endless 
list of add-on fees that sud-
denly appear after the buyer 
and dealer have agreed on 
a vehicle price. Dealerships 
often want buyers to think 
such fees are non-negotiable, 
but that isn’t actually true. 
Even if the contract has al-
ready been drawn up and 
includes the fees, until you 
have signed on the dotted 
line, those fees are negotia-
ble. 

• Shop in a buyer’s mar-
ket. Near the end of the year 
is typically the best time to 
buy a current model vehicle. 
Between August and Octo-
ber is a great time to fi nd a 

deal, as dealerships are look-
ing to move inventory to 
make room for next year’s 
models. 

Some consumers, how-
ever, fi nd it diffi cult to shop 
for a car at the end of the year, 
as the costs associated with 
the holidays make it tough 
to afford a new car. If that’s 
the case, consider shopping 
for a vehicle at the end of the 
month, when salespeople 
and dealers might be moti-
vated to sell cars to meet a 
monthly quota.

• Shop around your cur-
rent vehicle. If you have a 
trade-in, don’t simply as-
sume you’ll get the most 
money for it via a trade-in. 
You might earn more money 
selling it privately, or you 
can shop the vehicle around 
to several dealerships as a 
straight sale. Getting the 
best price for the vehicle, 
whether that’s through trad-
ing it in or selling it privately, 
can lessen the fi nancial blow 
of buying a new car.

Buying a car no longer 
has to be an intimidating 
process where the consumer 
is fearful of getting fl eeced. 
Nowadays, there are a va-
riety of ways the consumer 
can take control of the pro-
cess and make out fi nan-
cially.  

How to save 
money on a new 

car purchase

You can take charge of your car buyimg experience if you do your homework fi rst.
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99JETTA
TO LEASE A BRAND NEW

2013 Jetta S
LEASE

$99
PER  MONTH

*

$99*/Month 

2013 Passat S
LEASE

$119
PER  MONTH

*

$119*/Month 
APR

for 60 months 

$0
Down,

* $0
Security

*

0%† 2013 CC Sport
LEASE

$199
PER  MONTH

*

$199*/Month 

AND A FEW MORE REASONS
TO LEASE A VOLKSWAGEN

REASONS

†ON EVERY 2012 VOLKSWAGEN GAS MODEL. EXCLUDES TDI MODELS. *FINANCING REQUIRES APPROVAL THROUGH DEALER PRIMARY LENDER AND IS SUBJECT TO BANK TERMS/CONDITIONS. LEASES BASED ON 10K 
MILES/YEAR. LESSEE RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. ALL OFFERS: PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. SPECIAL OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. ¥SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 9/30/12.

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? SLOW CREDIT?
EVERY CREDIT APPLICATION ACCEPTED¥

(866) 483-8441 208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE, NY  11361BAYSIDEVW.COM

Lease for only 

36 month term. Manual. 
10k miles/year, Stk # 3V0089 

MSRP: $17,470, $999 Down,
Total Payments: $3,564, Residual: $10,132. 

Lease for only 

36 month term. Manual. 
10k miles/year, Stk # 3V0079 

MSRP: $31,435, $999 Down,
Total Payments: $7,164, Residual: $16,974. 

Lease for only 

36 month term. Manual. 
10k miles/year, Stk # 3V1258 

MSRP: $21,640, $999 Down,
Total Payments: $4,284, Residual: $12,551. 
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

BY PHIL CORSO

What initially started 
as a method to bring row-
dy students into a calmer 
learning environment for 
one former city teacher has 
blossomed into an entirely 
different approach to self-
reflection and writing.

Writer, blogger and 
retired teacher Jeffrey 
Pflaum said his students 
would often come back 
from their lunch breaks dis-
tracted and hyperactive. To 
settle them down, Pflaum, 
who lives in Bayside, said 
he started playing them 
Billy Joel cassette tapes for 
a few minutes before get-
ting back into his lessons.

From there, the prac-
tice evolved.

“The students found 
it was good for them in 
a soothing kind of way,” 
Pflaum said of his find-
ings while teaching at PS 
16 in Brooklyn. “It got them 
into a mellow mood so they 
could tackle the challenges 
of the day.”

That was when Pflaum 
started experimenting and 
developing an original 
form of writing in the class-
room known as music writ-
ing, which uses music of 
different types to enhance 
students’ abilities to reflect 
and visualize while writing 
and learning.

Pflaum said he began 
asking his students to make 
their own tapes, to which 
they would listen at times 
in the classroom with their 
heads down while they 
relaxed and reflected. By 
giving the students time to 
think and relax before writ-
ing and learning, Pflaum 
said his students became 
more self-aware and ca-
pable of achieving higher 
reading comprehension.

“It builds emotional 
intelligence skills, while 
at the same time develops 
academic skills for learn-
ing and learning how to 
learn,” Pflaum said. “This 
extremely successful pro-
gram with inner-city kids 

started in the ’70s and con-
tinued through 2002, when 
I retired.”

Over time, Pflaum said 
he worked to draw up an 
entire curriculum with a 
goal of developing students’ 
minds into focused and cre-
ative self-understanding.

By exposing students 
to music while giving 
them time to reflect on 
themselves and each oth-
er, Pflaum said students’ 
learning and classroom be-
havior will change for the 
better. Through his years 
of teaching, he said he saw 
tangible results in students 
who became more moti-
vated to read and write be-
cause of the skills derived 
from his program through 
thinking, feeling, visualiz-
ing, sensing, experiencing, 
creating and communicat-
ing through their writing.

“The more kids who 
are with you and concen-
trating, the better the les-
son is going to be,” Pflaum 

said. “It develops an atmo-
sphere for real learning. 
It is one group mind with 
more clarity and the kids 
have the right minds to de-
velop better relationships 
with each other.”

Pflaum worked as 
an inner-city elementary 
school teacher in Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Williams-
burg, Brooklyn, for 34 
years, teaching creative 
writing, language, social 
studies, physical education 
and special education.

He is currently writ-
ing a chapter for a pioneer-
ing textbook about mind-
fulness programs in the 
United States titled “Mind-
fulness for Youth: From the 
Classroom to the Clinic,” to 
be published by Guilford in 
2013.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Bayside man uses music 
to move students’ minds

Bayside’s Jeffrey Pflaum speaks from experience when consider-
ing how music could affect student growth in the classroom. 

Photo courtesy Jeffrey Pflaum
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Christina Santucci
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QUEENS COUNTY FARM MUSEUM

30th Annual Queens County Fair
Saturday and Sunday, September 22 and 23

11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

73-50 Little Neck Parkway   |   Floral Park, NY   |   (718) 347-3276   |   www.queensfarm.org
@queensfarmThe Queens County Farm Museum

FEATURING:
 Pig Racing  Lumberjack Show
 Irish Band (Saturday)  German Band (Sunday)
 Craft, Product and Food Vendors
 Blue Ribbon Competition exhibits
 Con Edison Ecology Exhibit
 The Amazing Maize Maze sponsored by Con Edison
Adults: $9  |  Children 4-11: $5  |  Ages 3 & Under: FREE

ADMISSION: Adults: $8  |  Ages 12 & Under: $5

$1.00 OFF INDIVIDUAL 
ADMISSION WITH ORIGINAL AD

St. Albans rally aims to quash sickle cell stigma
BY RICH BOCKMANN

About one in every 500 
African Americans is born 
with sickle cell disease and 
advocates for a cure said 
those who suffer from the 
condition face stigmas due 
to a lack of understanding.

“It’s amazing how few 
people know about it, even 
in this country,” said Dr. 
Barbara Barnett, an inter-
nist  at the Long Island Jew-
ish Medical Center in New 
Hyde Park. “There has not 
been a lot of funding for the 
disease. I think it’s definite-
ly because of the population 
it affects.”

Sickle cells, the doc-
tor explained, developed in 
African areas as the body’s 
natural defense against 
malaria. Normal red blood 
cells are shaped like a disk 
with a recess, but sickled 
red blood cells are crescent 
shaped, which not only in-
hibits malaria but also pre-
vents the cells from deliver-

ing as much oxygen to the 
body as they should.

Those afflicted with 
the disease describe suf-
fering from excruciating, 
unpredictable pain.

Erica Bell, 29, was di-
agnosed with the disease 
when she was 2 months old.

“There are a lot of 
things you can’t do,” Bell 
said Sunday at a rally for 
sickle cell awareness in 
Roy Wilkins Park. “But I 
am hopeful. I’m grateful for 
every day.”

Bell’s experiences with 
the disease were similar to 
those shared by others at 
the park during an event 
organized by the Queens 
Sickle Cell Advocacy Net-
work. Stories about expe-
riencing debilitating pain, 
stays in the hospital for 
blood transfusions and 
reliance on strong narcot-
ics to ease their suffering 
were told again and again, 
as were affirmations that 
those who have the disease 

never take a single day for 
granted.

Life expectancy now 
for someone with sickle cell 
disease is in the 50s, but 
many who were diagnosed 
10, 20 or 30 years ago were 
told they would not make it 
past childhood.

Gloria Rochester, the 
founder of the network, did 
not know anything about 
sickle cell disease in 1973 
when her 18-month-old 
daughter was diagnosed, 
let alone that both she and 
her husband carried the 
trait.

“I had to learn, to 
educate myself. In the ’70s 
there were very few re-
sources,” she said. “I went 
to the library and I spoke 
with other parents about 
how to cope.”

Rochester said she had 
to teach herself how to deal 
with a child in extreme 
pain, how to help her daugh-
ter through school and find 
a job and how to fight a 

negative stigma attached 
to African Americans who 
rely on strong narcotics in 
their daily lives.

Rochester’s daughter is 
now 38 with three children 
of her own, and she has 
benefited from the knowl-
edge her mother has gained 
and continues to pass on to 
the community.

“I had to tell her, ‘Don’t 
marry someone with sickle 
cell.’ You want to break the 
cycle of sickle cell. The most 
important thing is to know 
your status,” she said.

QSCAN hosts a parent 
support group on the first 
Monday of every month at 
7 p.m. in its Queens Village 
office, at 207-08 Hollis Ave. 
For more information, call 
718-712-0873.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Erica Bell of Jamaica speaks about her diagnosis with sickle cell 
when she was two months old.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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Are you interested  
in learning more?
Presentations can be  
conducted in your neighborhood.
For more information call  
311 and ask for “HIICAP”

HELP FIGHT MEDICARE FRAUD
Protect your Medicare number from fraud. 
Don’t let others use your ID to steal from Medicare. 
Guard your Medicare card and report any unusual claims.

www.nyc.gov/aging
For more information - Call 311

 

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FROM OCTOBER 2, 2012 TO OCTOBER 11, 2012 

 
The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
October 2, 2012 to October 11, 2012. These hearings are open to the 
public. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to submit 
written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing 
will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

BRONX 
Tuesday, October 2nd 

5:30PM – 9:00PM 

Bronx Community College 
2155 University Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10453 

MANHATTAN 
Thursday, October 4th 

5:30PM – 9:00PM 

Schomburg Center for Research  
in Black Culture 

515 Malcolm X Boulevard 
New York, NY 10037 

STATEN ISLAND 
Tuesday, October 9th 

5:30PM – 9:00PM 

New Dorp High School 
465 New Dorp Lane 

Staten Island, NY 10306 

QUEENS 
Wednesday, October 10th 

5:30PM – 9:00PM 

LaGuardia Community College  
Little Theater 

31-10 Thomson Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 

BROOKLYN 
Thursday, October 11th 

5:30PM – 9:00PM 

Medgar Evers College  
Founders’ Auditorium 
1650 Bedford Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11225 

 
Prior to the hearings, you may submit written comments to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY 10007, or by email to: 
hearings@districting.nyc.gov on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the 
hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of the hearing 
for which you are submitting your comments. 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or any 
other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made to 
accommodate such requests. 

Birders fl ock to Jamaica Bay festival

A group of shorebirds, including semipalmated sandpipers, a lesser yellowlegs and a short-billed 
dowitcher, forage for food in the water. Photo by Michael Givant

BY MICHAEL GIVANT

On Aug. 25, the Ja-
maica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
hosted the seventh annual 
Shorebird Festival. At 8:30 
a.m., a large number of se-
rious birders and a group of 
expert leaders made their 
way to the mud flats around 
the refuge’s East Pond to 
see migrating shorebirds.

“Peep” is an all-pur-
pose term used to designate 
small, difficult to identify 
shorebirds. Today I hope to 
learn how to identify some 
of them that I’m not used to 
seeing.

Our first “peep” is a 
semipalmated sandpiper 
standing erect in the wa-
ter, preening itself. The 
6.25-inch bird has dark legs 
and a dark bill but no other 
characteristics jump out at 
me. The lesser yellowlegs, 
our next bird, is so named 
for its bright yellow legs 
and is larger at 10.5 inches. 
This slender sandpiper is 
regal.

Four least sandpipers 
fly in. At 6 inches, they are 
the smallest North Ameri-
can sandpipers. The least 
has yellowish legs, which 
is one way to tell the dif-
ference between it and the 
similar-sized semipalmat-
ed sandpiper.

Two Forster’s terns 
with slender, bent-back 
wings are flying. One goes 
into the still-as-glass water 
after a fish. Then there’s a 
mystery glossy ibis. It has 
an overall gray color and 
I note three to four white 
oval spots on its neck. This 
bird should be an irides-
cent brick red. One of the 
leaders says it is a juvenile 
glossy. A few days later at 
home I discover in a refer-
ence guide that it’s a first 
autumn glossy. Nifty.

I get a few pictures of 
it as another bird is calling 
loudly from some nearby 
cattails. It’s Jamaica Bay 
mood music.

In the afternoon at 
the north end of the pond 
there’s a refreshing breeze 
offsetting the day’s humidi-
ty. A yellowlegs flies in and 
Kevin Karlson, a major trip 
leader who is one of three 
authors of a shorebird field 
guide, identifies it as a 

beautiful juvenile greater 
yellowlegs.

From a mud flat we see 
75 black-bellied plovers in 
the water with their black 
summer bellies visible. 
They are striking! I see 
them in the winter in Flor-
ida in dull winter plum-
age when their bellies are 
white. Now they suddenly 
fly and it’s like seeing a Na-
tional Geographic special.

Here and there small 
groups of “peeps” are feed-
ing, which I think are semi-
palmated sandpipers and 
least sandpipers. It’s hard 
to tell the difference, as 
their legs are in the water.

One of the leaders has 
identified a stilt sandpiper 
and is explaining its char-
acteristics as the other trip 
leaders have been doing. I 
see it through a scope, note 
three characteristics and 
discuss them with him. This 
isn’t just seeing birds — it’s 

a learning experience. I’ve 
never seen this bird before 
but think I could identify 
it in a week or two when I 
come back. Momentarily, I 
just look around at the mud 
flats, hear the sounds of 
crying birds and savor the 
moment.

The day’s last event is 
a workshop where Karlson 
lays out point by point his 
approach to birding, which 
heavily focuses on looking 
at birds’ shapes, sizes and 
structures. It’s an approach 
I don’t use enough of in my 
own birding and will try to 
incorporate more during 
the fall migration season.

Driving home, some of 
the day’s highlights float 
in and out my mind’s eye. I 
feel tired, satisfied and, lat-
er, after a cold drink and a 
shower, I’ll feel even better.

Tonight I should be see-
ing “peeps” in my dreams.

Sandpipers, Forster’s terns, black-
bellied plover and yellowlegs are 
among the varieties seen at the 

Shorebird Festival.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Everyone needs more green in their lives.
A growing Astoria-based business — Luludi 

Living Frames — is all about “bringing nature 
indoors as art and framing it,” said owner and 
designer Liza Fiorentinos, 51, a Greek American 
who decided to bid farewell to her corporate life 
and a profitable career so she could jump-start 
her new creative venture.

With her studio in the same building where 
she and husband, Evangelos, live, the artist says 
it makes it easy to work long hours.

“‘Luludi’ means flower in Greek, and the fun 
spelling was a friend’s suggestion,” said Fioren-

tinos, whose once-stifled entrepreneurial spirit 
blossomed and flourished like her amazing liv-
ing frames.

The Feng Shui connection
According to the Chinese philosophy of Feng 

Shui, plants symbolize growth and vibrant life, 
purifying the air while emitting positive energy 
that contributes to the good flow of chi (energy) 
in your home — crucial for maintaining health, 
general well-being and sound relationships.

The correct placement of furniture and use 
of indoor plants — or green living frames — can 
turn your personal space into an inviting and 
serene haven, sprucing up even the dullest, chi-

deprived digs.
As integral elements of Luludi Living 

Frames, indoor plants and greenery are com-
bined with decorative objects and may be enjoyed 
as lush wall accents or unique displays. Adding 
a warm glow to the mix with LED lighting, each 
colorful creation promises to enhance the ambi-
ence in any room.

“Plants are also incredible as good mood 
boosters — all the while inspiring creativity and 
awe,” says Fiorentinos.

And each frame is named after a special 
person: “The Maria frame after my mother; the 

Continued on Page 43

Innovative frame designer brings life to living spaces around the worldative frame designer brings life to

Astoria decor

Living,
breathingbreathing

Astoria decor

Living,
breathing

Astoria resident Liza Fiorentinos has turned her 
entrepreneurial spirit into an art form with her 
flowering frames. Photo by Anastassios Mentis
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Answers in Sports

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

How many people 
know that Queens, start-
ing in the 1920s, was once 
home to a colony of jazz 
greats? Many of them had 
sumptuous homes within a 
few blocks of each other in 
Addesleigh Park, although 
Louis Armstrong was fa-
mous for living in Corona. 
Among the denizens of Ad-
desleigh Park back then 
was Ella Fitzgerald, and 
a new musical about her, 
called simply “Ella,” will 
premier at the Queens The-
atre on Sept. 27.

Ray Cullom, executive 
director of the Queens The-
atre, produced the show 
about a year ago in New 
Haven. After success in Los 
Angeles, Washington D.C. 
and other places, he is now 
bringing it to Queens.

“It did unbelievably 
well,” he says. “Tina Fab-
rique, who plays Ella, is so 
transcendentally good that 

the audience thought she 
was Ella Fitzgerald. It’s 
a great way to bring that 
American songbook to a 
new generation of people.”

The play, directed by 
Rob Ruggerio, gives au-
dience members a new 
insight into Fitzgerald, 
Cullom says.

“She was a private per-

son, a complex person,” he 
says.

The musical takes 
place in Nice, France, when 
Fitzgerald learns that her 
sister has died. A further 
complication is that her sis-
ter was raising a boy, who 
did not know that Ella was 
in fact his mother. All of a 
sudden, the boy was mother-

less. It was, Cullom says, one 
of the few times that Ella 
showed something of her 
emotions during a concert.

“Also, along the way 
you learn how no one would 
give her a chance,” Cullom 
claims, “because she wasn’t 
beautiful. She was a plain 
girl. But in 1934 she got her 
chance when the headliners 

didn’t show up. That’s when 
it started, and it didn’t stop 
till 50 years later.”

Cullom first saw Fab-
rique during a production 
of “The Women of Brewster 
Place” at the Arena Stage in 
Washington D.C. “The thing 
about her playing Ella is 
she doesn’t sound like Ella, 
but captures the way Ella 
interprets a song. She real-
ly captures Ella better than 
someone who tries to sound 
like her. It’s not a revue, not 
a concert, but a play.”

Fabrique is backed by 
a five-piece band during 
the two-hour show. The 
band not only provides mu-
sic, but the band members 
play different people. The 
trumpeter, for example, 
plays Louis Armstrong at 
one point. “The players 
step into the shoes of some 
jazz greats,” Cullom says.

Happily, the musical 
doesn’t just deal with a par-
ticular drama in Fitzger-
ald’s life, but goes through 

her whole songbook, from 
“A Tisket, A Tasket,” “They 
Can’t Take That Away From 
Me,” and other beloved hits.

“Her career took pre-
cedence,” Cullom says. “She 
didn’t let anything get in the 
way, not family, not her hus-
bands, not children. I think 
if she looked back on it she 
might be a little melancholy, 
but I don’t think she would 
have done it any other way.”

A pre-show dinner and 
reception will be held on 
Sept. 28 with dinner and 
cocktails at 6 p.m. before the 
7:30 p.m. showing. A cast 
meet-and-greet will follow.

“Ella” will be at the 
Queens Theatre till Oct. 7.

IF YOU GO
“Ella”

Queens Theatre
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Sept. 27 through Oct. 7
(718) 760-0064

‘Ella’ musical brings jazz spirit back to Queens

Tina Fabrique plays Ella Fitzgerald in Queens Theatre’s new musical, “Ella,” showing through Oct. 7. 
Image courtesy Queens Theatre



WE

43
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, S

EPT. 20-26 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

“ABSURDLY FUNNY!”
— ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

TICKETMASTER.COM  877-250-2929
BROOKS ATKINSON THEATRE, 256 W. 47 ST.

 WWW.PETERANDTHESTARCATCHER.COM

WINNER!
5 TONY

®

AWARDS

Take a hilarious romp through the Neverland you never 

knew with this swashbuckling prequel to Peter Pan.

IT SINGS. IT SHINES. 
IT’S OFF THE HOOK!

Aphrodite after my niece 
and godchild. They come 
in eight chic colors and at 
least 20 different shapes.”

Just as Feng Shui di-
rects energy to achieve har-
mony, the career gal finally 
found balance in her life 
doing what she loved best. 
Working 24/7 to make her 
dream a reality was ener-
gizing. “I had never worked 
so hard in my life and yet I 
was never tired,” she says. 
She launched www.luludi.
net on Oct. 18, 2011.

The back story
“I was raised in Afri-

ca, thanks to a Greek father 
who had wanderlust and a 
Greek mother who obliged. 
We handcrafted jewelry 
and hair combs, renting 
spaces at festivals,” Fioren-
tinos says.

At 20, she returned to 
New York to attend college, 
but got a great job in adver-
tising, working her way up 
the ranks at different com-

panies, becoming a vice 
president at 27 and burning 
out in her early 30s.

At that time, Turner 
Broadcasting offered her 
an opportunity to join its 
CNN office in Paris and she 
spent 13 wonderful years 
there. But the frustrated ar-
tisan felt her heart was still 
an entrepreneurial one, so 
she quit her job and in 2010 
moved back to New York to 
be with her beau and start 
anew.

“All my life I dreamed 
of owning my own busi-
ness,” she says.

She created card-
board frames, filled them 
with plastic flowers and 
tea-lights, took photos and 
sent them to friends — they 
loved them. She commis-
sioned several prototypes 
and met people in the flow-
er, interior decorating and 
design worlds. Luludi Liv-
ing Frames was born.

“Manufactured in As-
toria out of medium-density 
fiberboard, then painted in 
a spray booth for a smooth 
and sleek finish, the colors 
are very bright and fun, but 
I do carry the classic black 

and whites,” says the artist. 
The packaging is luxurious, 
with the frame arriving in a 
soft flannel bag and tons of 
lavender tissue paper. “We 
include a seed-card as our 
thank you. When planted, 
the card grows wild flow-
ers. Customers love it and 
it’s the most memorable gift 
they have ever received, as 
it keeps on growing.”

Fiorentinos recently 
launched a cart at Roosevelt 
Field Mall in Garden City, 

L.I. to jump-start the retail 
market.

Her fabulous emerald 
moss purses, with live col-
orful plants in them are 
a hit. Joining the lineup 
are themed glass terrari-
ums, which are mini liv-
ing worlds whose small 
size makes them perfect 
for desks, bedsides and 
kitchens. The most popular 
— horoscope terrariums — 
have the zodiac stone fea-
tured for each month. “It’s 

really good Feng Shui to 
have your zodiac stone in 
your space,” says Fiorenti-
nos.

Clients also love the 
crystal terrariums made 
of citrine, amethyst, moon-
stone and agate, each with 
different healing proper-
ties.

Children’s frames can 
be constructed using two 
lovely hand-painted young 
people’s books as the living 
frames, or a kiddie terrar-

ium line with colorful fair-
ies, warriors and sea crea-
tures in the glass — with air 
plants and pebbles.

“Our new line, soon 
available at the mall and 
online, includes glass 
hearts and tear drop ter-
rariums that come with 
beautifully hued sands and 
pebbles, and a variety of air 
plants and cacti.” 

Gift ideas
For Halloween there 

are orange and black sand 
terrariums, featuring fun, 
scary creatures accompa-
nying the plants in glass 
terrariums.

“For the holidays, 
we’re premiering our moss 
balls with holiday decora-
tions, and Christmas balls 
with plants inside for the 
tree; even rattan reindeer 
shapes that hold plants.

“Inspiration is every-
where,” says Fiorentinos. 
“Ideas pop into my mind 
like millions of air bubbles, 
and I get frustrated at not 
being able to chase every 
one up.”

Call 1-888-9-luludi or 
email info@luludi.net.

Continued from Page 41

Luludi

Luludi Living Frames can be customized to accent any interior space. Photo by Anastassios Mentis

KC and the Sunshine Band performed on the upper level of Resorts World Casino in Jamaica 
on Sept. 8, electrifying the crowd with 14 of their hits including “Shake Your Booty,” 
“I’m Your Boogey Man,” “That’s the Way I Like It,” and, as an encore, “Get Down Tonight.” 

Photo by Norm Harris
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KIDS & FAMILY

The Fall Mamas Expo — As 
Queens becomes one of the 
fastest-growing hotspots for New 
York City families, the Museum 
is pleased to team up with The 
Mamas Network to present a 
weekend devoted to parenting 
resources and family fun. From 
fi nding new local classes and 
schools to learning about the 
best innovative products and 
retail stores, parents will receive 
an exclusive look at the newest 
resources available to them.
When: Sept. 22 and Sept. 23
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Jamaica Bay Sunset Cruise — 
Enjoy a ranger-led ecology tour of 
Jamaica Bay. Amazing stories of 
the military defense of New York, 
get the latest updates on habitat 
restoration, and maybe see the 
fastest animal on the planet! 
The grand fi nale: A breathtaking 
Jamaica Bay sunset. RSVP.
When: September 23, 5:30–7:30 
pm
Where: Gateway National 
Recreation Area, Jacob Riis 
Landing, State Road and 
Heinzelman Road, Breezy Point
Contact: (718) 418-4340; 
colleen_sorbera@nps.gov

EVENTS

Šri Ganesha Chaturthi — 
Thousands of our worshipers 
will accompany the chariot and 
will be joyously dancing to the 
tunes of music and drums. I 
hope you can participate in the 
procession and be a part of this 
grand celebration.
When: Through Sept. 23
Where: The Hundu Temple 
Society of North America, NY, 
45-57 Bowne St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 460-8484

Devil Science Theater 3K — Cult 
Films + Alcohol + Comedians = 
Devil Science Theater 3000, a late 
night cult fi lm screening where 
the audience is encouraged to 
add their own commentary - and 
a crew of comedians will be on 
hand to help them along.
When: Thursdays through Sept. 
27, 10:30 pm
Where: Laughing Devil Comedy 
Club, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Contact: (347) 91-DEVIL
Website: www.laughingdevil.com

Oktoberfest in the Garden 
— The festival honors the 
German-American heritage of 
the Voelker and Orth families 
who made Flushing their home 
for three generations.
When: September 29, 5:30 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Autumn Moon festival — 
Celebrate the ancient holiday of 
bounty, harvest and the fullness 
of the moon and learn all about 
the myth of the immortal moon 
Goddess. Bring picnic blankets 
and summer chairs; enjoy moon 
cakes, arts, crafts and activities.
When: September 30, 4–6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 
outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31, 2013
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

The Legacy: A Retrospective 
— H.A. Sigg’s elegant abstract 
paintings engage in a mysterious 
and mystical dialogue between 
the forces of nature and his inner 
meditations.
When: Through Oct. 26
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
Re-opening Exhibit — The 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College will re-open 
with a special retrospective of 
nearly 40 paintings and collages 
by the important Swiss abstract 
artist H.A. Sigg. This occasion 
will also mark the unveiling of 
the museum’s new lobby gallery, 
where rotating displays from its 
permanent collection will be on 
view year-round.
When: Through Oct. 26
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Trifects (x3)|Curators’ 
Choice — Celebrate the silver 
anniversary of the art center.
When: Through Oct. 26
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_
Library/artcenter.html

A Disagreeable Object — This 
exhibition brings together a 
group of international artists 
who similarly posit the object 
in relation to capitalist culture 
and technology, as well as the 
gendered oppositions between 
interior and exterior space.
When: Through Nov. 26
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750; 
sculpture-center.org

The Artist Within: The Urge to 
Create — A diverse collection 
of art pieces from the Jamaica 
Estates Association. The exhibit 
will include sculpture, textile 
art, painters, photographers 
and various digital and multi-
media art.
When: Through Sept. 30
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Folly — Socrates Sculpture Park 
and The Architectural League 
are pleased to present Folly, a 
new residency and commission 
for emerging architects and 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

28 "___ luego!"
29 Due follower
30 Horse-drawn cab
34 Burn treatment
35 Math course
37 "Send help!"
38 Want
39 Not against the rules
40 Bowling pin quantity
42 Hip-_____
44 Prince, to a king
45 Kind of  pig
46 Chalkboard item
49 Accustom (to)
50 Performs the National 
Anthem
52 Father's Day month
53 Ruler unit
54 Odometer unit
57 Lab's coat?
58 Body art, slangily
59 Many mins.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Sep. 13-19, 2012

By Pete Canty 

Rhyming Phrases
Across
1 Type of  lift
4 "1984" setting
11 Cleopatra biter
14 Bard's nightfall
15 Courageous, as an 
effort
16 Saturn, for one
17 Treat to a nice dinner
19 ___ Maria
20 Land of  leprechauns
21 Snaky swimmers
22 Like some columns
23 Ballerinas
26 Former First-Lady 
first name
27 Take the path of  least 
resistance
31 Gun, as an engine
32 Saudi, e.g.
33 Pro's counterpart
34 Get older
36 Industrial city of  
Germany
38 _____ Perignon
39 Bar order
40 Race pace
41 "Thar ___ blows!"
43 Completely relaxed
47 Clunker of  a car
48 Strike callers
51 Pizzeria fixture
52 Guitarist Hendrix
55 Hindu princess
56 Type of  suit
57 Goal of  a tropical 
vacation
60 Be mistaken
61 Hazy, as details
62 Work unit
63 Break preceder

64 Prepares leftovers, say
65 ___ judicata

Down
1 Put in stitches
2 Actress Knightley
3 Cricket division
4 Lab eggs
5 Fire
6 First-born
7 Campaign worker
8 Screw alternative
9 Lodges
10 Had a meal
11 Mexico diving locale
12 "Don't forget about 
dessert"
13 Early morning hour
18 "More!"
22 Blockhead
24 Lamb's mother
25 Long-time Yankee 
closer
26 Isr. neighbor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PRESIDENTIAL ECHOES
M I N E R L T D S G A S
E R O D E M E O W S R C A
M A D I S O N S S O N A T T
O N S T A R S T R A I N S

S Y N S D I C T
H U M S O I L S L E S S
U S O S T R E E S T A I N
C E N T H O E E N D S
K O R E A A N I N A T E E

F O N T N E N E S S A C
E T T A G U A T

A S S I G N S R I V E R S
H E R C L I N T O N S T O N
S R O S O N A R T E N O R
T O E W A G E S T A T S

designers to produce and exhibit 
a full-scale project at Socrates 
Sculpture Park. Socrates, in 
partnership with the League, 
established the residency 
to explore the intersections 
between architecture and 
sculpture and the increasing 
overlaps in references, materials, 
and fabrication techniques 
between the two disciplines.
When: Through Oct. 21
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Ada Bobnis: Stages, Mountains, 
Water — Site-specifi c installation 
that transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 
and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org
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Hot Box — Conceived, directed, 
choreographed and performed 
by Chocolate Factory Artistic 
Director Brian Rogers, the 
performance will create a violent 
and chaotic situation with noise, 
fog, sweat and drinks.
When: Through Sept. 21 8pm
Where: The Chocolate Factory, 
5-49 49th Ave.
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: chocolate 
factorytheater.org

Murder at the High School 
Reunion — A comedy murder 
mystery dinner show.
When: Sept. 27, 8 pm
Where: Riccardo’s, 21-01 24th 
Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-7777
Website: www.riccardos.com

Ella — The music of Ella Fitzgerald.
When: Sept. 28, 6 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 

760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Behead the Playwright — 
When the actors revolt who 
saves the playwright? Should 
he be beheaded or should the 
actors be on trial? What’s the 
verdict and why the revolt? 
Ticket sales go to the Children’s 
Developmental Center. Call for 
advance tickets.
When: Sept. 28-29, 8 pm; Sept. 
30, 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 358-3341

Antimatter Collective 
presents Motherboard 
— Written by Adam Scott 
Mazer. Dir. Will Fulton. A post-
apocalyptic sci-fi  tragicomedy 
set in 2465, 20 years after 
a robot uprising was barely 
quashed. Humans live in an 
aggressively anti-tehnological 
society, relegated to scavenging 

the wasteland. Into this awakes 
C-12, a remnant nannybot, who 
must traverse the desertion in 
search of purpose in a world 
without machines.
When: Sept. 28 to Sunday, Oct. 
14, Thursdays – Saturdays 8 pm 
and Sundays 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: secrettheatre.com

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

EDUCATION

Fall Pilates Program — A 
series of premier Pilates 
classes instructed by Robin 
Budnetz, who was trained 
by Joseph Pilates himself. 
The classes are designed 
to strengthen the core 
while developing overall 
fl exibility. Beginners sessions, 
intermediate/advanced and 
sessions for teachers after 
school are available. Call to 
register.
When: Mondays, 12:30 pm 
and 7 pm, Tuesdays, 7 pm, 
Thursdays, 10:05 am, 11:10 
am and 4:10 pm, through 
Thursday, Dec. 20
Where: Central Queens YM 
& YWHA, 67-09 108th St., 
between 67th Avenue, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011 ext. 
504
Website: www.centralqueensy.
org

FILM

Aliens, Gadgets and Guns: 
Designing the World of ‘Men 
in Black 3’ — Rick Baker, 
master special effects makeup 
artist, created the alien 
creatures for the Men in Black 
movies. His extraterrestrial 
creations and objects will 
be on display. Exclusive 
footage of Baker creating the 
creatures will be featured in 
the exhibit.
When: Through Sept. 23
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

We Tripped El Hadji Diouf: 
The Story of a Photoshop 
Thread — An exploration 
of a Photoshop alteration 
that went viral. Footage of 
Senegalese soccer player El 
Hadji Diouf tripping during a 
match was edited by T. Finn, 
a member of comedy site 
Something Awful, and quickly 
took many hilarious forms. 
Curated by Jason Eppink, 
assistant curator of digital 
media.
When: Through Sept. 23
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

See It Big! — Classic and 
contemporary fi lms the way 
they were meant to be seen: 
on the big screen. Despite 
the increasing portability and 
decreasing size of consumer 
media, the museum remains 
committed to showing fi lms 

in the best available versions, 
whether it is a pristine digital 
restoration of “2001: A Space 
Odyssey” or a rare Technicolor 
35mm print of “Vertigo.” In 
the Museum’s state-of-the-art 
theater, audiences are treated 
to a visually and aurally 
immersive experience like no 
other. RSVP.
When: Through Sept. 28
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Film After Film: Or, What 
Became of 21st Century 
Cinema? — In his new book Film 
After Film: Or, What Became 
of 21st Century Cinema? (2012, 
Verso), critic J. Hoberman 
suggests that the advent of 
digital technology has led 
to the displacement of the 
medium of fi lm—and the very 
relationship between movies 
and reality. In conjunction 
with the publication of this 
new collection, Museum of the 
Moving Image will present Film 
After Film, an exhibition and 
screening series inspired by 
the book.
When: Through Oct. 8
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25, 2013
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.
edu/godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons 
—  Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Cost: Free 
Where: Pomonok Senior 
Center, 67-09 Kissena 
Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

 POETRY

Poetry workshop — Budding 
poets perfect the craft with 
Bob Trabold and Amanda 
Konstantine Perlmutter.
When: Mondays, Through Nov. 
26, 7:30 pm
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union Tpke., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077
Heritage Sunday — A sacred 

experience, invoking the 
liberating and resurrecting 
power of Pan African Theology 
Master Teachers.
When: Sundays
Where: Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre, 176-03 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: 
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

Poetry workshop — Budding 
poets perfect the craft with 
Bob Trabold and Amanda 
Konstantine Perlmutter.
When: Mondays, 7:30 pm
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Poetry Group
When: Wednesdays, 1 pm 
Where: Queens Community 
House, 80-02 Kew Gardens 
Road, Suite 202, Kew Gardens
Contact: (718) 268-5960

Early Poet Special, MAD 
Hour, Performances, and 
more —  A performance 
blend of poetry and music 
for the multi-talented. The 
microphone will be open to 
the public. Sign-up is required.
When: Thursdays, 6 pm
Cost: $10; early poet special 
before 6:30 p.m. $8; student 
$6
Where: Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning, 153 St. and 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 658-7400 ext. 
152;
Website: jcal.org ormyspace.
com/gimmeseries

First Tuesdays — Open to all 
who have a passion for poetry. 
Organized by the Jackson 
Heights Poetry Festival
When: First Tuesdays of the 
month
Cost: $5 
Where: Terraza Cafe, 40-19 
Gleane St., Jackson Heights
Website: jhpfest.org/v2/
readings.php

Open Mic Night 
When: Last Friday of every 
other month. Doors open at 
9 pm
Where: The Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre, Inc., 176-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 523-3312

Poet Society — The Forest 
Hills senior center presents.
When: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of each month, 10:30 am to 
11:30 am
Where: 108-25 62nd Drive, 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 699-1010
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Jimmy’s Trattoria RistoranteBAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.
com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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47Cambria Hts. youth get pro lesson on health
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
High school athletes 

from Queens learned that 
being a sports star is about 
more than having a rocket 
for an arm.

It also involves a 
healthy lifestyle.

More than 100 young-
sters from different sports 
throughout the city got a 
taste of the big leagues last 
month when the Hospital 
for Special Surgery held 
extensive medical screen-
ings at its facility, at 535 
E. 70th St. in Manhattan. 
The athletes, from schools 
like Campus Magnet High 
School in Cambria Heights, 
met with a team of doctors 
who usually work with pro-
fessional teams, including 
the New York Giants of the 
NFL and the New York Mets 
of professional baseball.

The hospital teamed 
up with the Public School 
Athletic League with the 
aim of ensuring that stu-

dent athletes in the city’s 
public schools are fit to play 
before the games begin.

“Meeting a critical 
need in the community, it 
gives Hospital for Special 
Surgery the chance to pro-
vide a valuable service,” said 
Dr. James Kinderknecht, a 
sports medicine physician 
and medical director of the 
PSAL Football Clinic at the 
hospital. “It’s a win-win 
situation.”

More than 20 sports 
medicine doctors and phys-
ical therapists participated 
in the health screening, 
as they took the students’ 
medical history; performed 
a thorough physical exam, 
checking their hearts, lungs 
and vision; tested strength 
and flexibility; assessed 
their posture and balance; 
and even measured how far 
they could jump.

Doctors also checked 
the young athletes for pre-
vious injuries, giving them 
advice on how to stay safe 

on the field and avoid fu-
ture problems. Some stu-
dents were prescribed ex-
ercises, while others were 
advised on icing, taping 
and bracing to prevent fur-

ther injury.
“In addition to giving 

the students a complete 
physical, we check them for 
any core weaknesses and 
any deficits in strength and 

flexibility so we can help 
them perform better on the 
field and enhance safety,” 
John Cavanaugh clinical 
supervisor of the Sports 
Rehabilitation and Perfor-

mance Center at the Hospi-
tal for Special Surgery.

Jerry Epstein, the 
PSAL football supervisor, 
said that while most stu-
dents said it was exciting 
to know they were being 
screened at the same hos-
pital as some of their favor-
ite professional athletes, 
others needed the screen-
ing for practical reasons 
because they do not have 
health insurance.

“Some students would 
not go out for athletics be-
cause they don’t have health 
insurance and could not af-
ford the required pre-sea-
son physical,” said Epstein. 
“The medical screening at 
Special Surgery is the best 
thing I’ve been associated 
with. I don’t think the stu-
dents would get an exam 
this thorough anywhere 
else. And it gives the kids of 
the city the opportunity to 
have the same doctors who 
provide care for the New 
York Giants and the Mets.”

Justin Bazile of Campus Magnet jumps into the health and fitness screening conducted by doctors for 
the New York Giants. Photo by Brad Hess
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A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

BY JOE ANUTA

A new Daoist  temple 
in College Point gives visi-
tors a taste of Taiwanese 
religious life and is so au-
thentic most of it was actu-
ally shipped over from the 
island in pieces.

It would be hard to miss 
the New York Hua Lian Tsu 
Hui Temple, at the corner 
of 121st Street and 22nd Av-
enue. While the skeleton of 
the building was made in 
the United States, all the in-
tricate decorations and the 
numerous god statues were 
floated over from Taiwan.

“You have to,” said 
Sam Chang, a Long Island-
based real estate mogul who 
donated significant por-
tions of the temple. “There 
is nobody [who] knows how 
to build those decorations 
here.”

Chang and others 
helped put the temple on the 
map by donating stately red 
columns, ornate stone lions 
that guard the entrance or 
some of the many larger-
than-life statues represent-
ing many gods in the Daoist 
and Buddhist traditions.

Daoism is an ancient 
Chinese religion based on 
the writings of a philoso-
pher named Laozi.

The red-tiled roof, 
which pitches upward at 

the four corners, is imme-
diately recognizable and in-
tricately carved  stone drag-
ons coil around columns 
near the entrance.

The temple staff and 
volunteers dressed in blue 
 take care of the grounds.

The story of how it 
came about is filled with as 
many religious overtones 
as the decorative temple 
itself. When temple head 
Yenho Chun’s son fell ill in 
Flushing about two decades 
ago, he made a pilgrimage 
to a small city in Taiwan 
before returning  to start a 
small temple in a Roosevelt 
Avenue basement. 

The temple then moved 
to College Point Boulevard 
before settling in the new 
digs over the summer.

Luis Santos, a trilin-
gual Queens resident who 
volunteers at the temple, 
can walk any unfamiliar 
temple-goer through the 
basics of what goes on in 
the building.

On a recent Wednes-
day afternoon, he grabbed 
several sticks of incense 
and explained the meaning 
behind some of the roughly 
60 gold-colored idols lined 
along a wall on the second 
floor, an eerie audience of 
120 eyes watching anyone 
who ventures up to pay 
their respects. Santos ex-

plained the roles of many 
of the deities on the three 
floors, some of which were 
the subject of a recent cel-
ebration.

Santos has been learn-
ing Mandarin and practic-
ing Daoism since the 1970s. 
He acts as a cheery volun-
teer and can nimbly hop 
between English, Chinese 
and Spanish.

The house of worship 
serves as an important tie 
with Taiwan for many in 
the community, according 
Chun.

“It’s a big deal ,” she 
said through a translator. 
“But the temple is not just 
for Taiwanese people, it is 
open to everybody.”

Santos said a man of 
Greek heritage recently 
came and wanted to do 
something in remembrance 
of a relative who had died of 
cerebral palsy. An ornate 
candle now burns for the 
man’s relative on an altar 
in the temple.

“The faithful are grow-
ing among the non-Chinese 
community, which is a good 
thing,” Santos said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

College Point temple 
serves as Daoist haven

A wall full of statues greets worshipers who venture into the Daoist temple in College Point. 
Photo by Joe Anuta
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A new fast-food option 
is available in Flushing that 
offers quick, made-to-order 
food without a lot of the un-
healthy trappings usually 
associated with such fast 
fare: Sarku Japan.

With menu items such 
as chicken, beef and shrimp 
teriyaki — as well as other 
Japanese staples such as su-
shi, dumplings and spring 
rolls — the store’s manag-
er, Janet Xie, said custom-
ers like the food because it 
tastes fresh. And she said it 
also does not hurt that it is a 
bit better for you than some 
other fast-food options.

“It’s low calorie com-
pared with other fast-food 
— McDonald’s, Wendy’s,” 
she said. “And I think more 
healthy, too.”

She said the store re-
ceives daily shipments and 
the food is made fresh ev-
ery day. What is not used is 
thrown out or given to em-
ployees to take home at the 
end of the day.

In addition, unlike Chi-
nese fast-food, little of Japa-
nese is deep-fried, she said.

“Here the only thing is 
the tempura is deep fried,” 
she said. “And others like 
chicken teriyaki we just put 
on the grill.”

She said the fried rice is 
also made without meat, un-
like the Chinese version, and 
the vegetables are steamed 
instead of cooked in oil.

The Japanese fast-food 
franchise, which boasts it 
is the largest and most suc-
cessful Japanese fast-food 
chain in the United States, 
has mostly operated in 

food courts since 1987 but 
expanded to include store 
fronts in 2008.

The Flushing branch 
opened Aug. 1, at 133-38 
Whitestone Expwy., be-
coming the first store front 

location in Queens and 
adding to the food court 
option that already exists 
in Queens Center. An ad-
ditional Sarku Japan store 
front will soon open on 
Junction Boulevard.

Xie said customers are 
happy to have the Whites-
tone Expressway location.

“A lot of the customers, 
they come and they say it’s 
very convenient for them,” 
she said. “They don’t have 
to go to the mall anymore.”

She said she and her 
husband and brother, who 
financed the branch and 
are also managers, have 
been loyal Sarku Japan 
customers for years. She 
said they would go out to 
eat the food together “all of 
the time.”

“I love this food,” she 
said. “I went to the mall 
and I have tried this food 
and then I love it.”

She said later when 
they saw a sticker outside 
of the food court inviting 
people to become franchi-
sees, they jumped on the 

opportunity.
Customer Willie Mejia, 

who owns a few autoblast 
companies in Brooklyn and 
lives in the Bronx, said he 
goes out of his way to go 
to the Sarku Japan branch 
in Flushing “almost every 
day.”

“It tastes more fresh,” 
he said. “Even though you 
have to wait a while for 
them to prepare it, you 
don’t mind waiting because 
it’s so good.”

He said he even brings 
his employees to the store 
sometimes.

“I try not to eat all day 
just so I can eat here, the 
food is that good,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Asian fast-food chain opens boro store front
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A bipartisan group re-

drew a highly Democratic 
voting bloc into the seat of 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) instead of 
leaving it in Councilman 
Peter Koo’s (D-Flushing) 
more urban district, rais-
ing questions about politics 
played out in the decision.

The commission con-
sisting of 15 non-elected 
officials has been tasked 
with redrawing the city’s 51 
Council districts to account 
for population growth iden-
tified by the 2010 census.

The commission re-
cently released a set of pro-
posed new districts, which 
will be the subject of an 
Oct. 10 public hearing at 
LaGuardia Community 
College. At first glance, 
it seemed the districts 
largely stayed the same, 
yet the blocks selected to be 
shuffled between two seats 
could have drastic effects 
on representation in north-
east Queens.

Mitchell-Linden, a 
group of co-ops in Flush-
ing, would be split between 
two districts under the cur-
rent proposal. About half of 
the co-ops would stay in the 
more urban district repre-
sented by Democrat Koo, 
while the other half would 
move into the more residen-
tial district represented by  

Republican Halloran. The 
residents of Mitchell-Lin-
den are outraged, accord-
ing to the co-op’s civic as-
sociation president, Arlene 
Fleishman.

“It’s not right to split 
us up,” she said.

Fleishman contended 
that co-ops and the grow-
ing Asian-American popu-
lation who are buying them 
would make Koo’s district a 
more logical choice.

Nearby, a group of 
homeowners from North 
Flushing are having just 
the opposite problem. They 
want to be put into Hal-
loran’s district, which more 
closely resembles the sin-
gle-family detached homes 
of their neighborhood, yet 
the current plan calls for 
the area to be placed be-
tween the two districts.

“It doesn’t make 
sense,” said Tyler Cas-
sell, president of the North 
Flushing Civic Associa-
tion. “There is no reason to 
do that, except for political 
reasons.”

The Queens Civic Con-
gress, a coalition of civic 
organizations representing 
residents around the bor-
ough, has drawn up maps 
of its own that swap the two 
areas and bolster its deci-
sion with statistics show-
ing the population, racial 
and ethnic makeup of the 
two areas are nearly identi-
cal.

The congress roughly 
estimated the switch would 
put about 1,500 more reg-
istered voters from the 
condos into Halloran’s dis-
trict, yet Mitchell-Linden 
is widely known as a Demo-
cratic enclave.

In the 2009 election, 
Halloran beat Democrat 
Kevin Kim by about 900 
votes, according to records 
from the city Board of Elec-
tions.

But the councilman 
said the lines would likely 
be switched to reflect the 
wishes of the community.

“This was a first 
draft,” he said, adding that 
he doubted the commission 
purposely put Mitchell-Lin-
den into his district.

“Clearly, that is not the 
intention of the commis-
sion. I anticipate it will all 
go into Councilman Koo’s 
district,” he said.

A political insider fa-
miliar with the redistrict-
ing process said Democrat-
ic legislators often have a 
say in the process and can 
request changes to their 
district, meaning Koo may 
have had the opportunity 
to cut out the co-ops if he 
felt they would not have 
been beneficial to him.

But James McClel-
land, chief of staff for Koo, 
said the councilman did 
not make any requests to 
the commission.

Redrawn Council lines
dilute Halloran’s clout

Mitchell-Linden, a group of Flushing co-ops, is split between the districts of City Council members 
Dan Halloran (l.) and Peter Koo in a current proposal. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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ROP

connection we have to our 
religion. I’m not saying 
they don’t love their reli-
gion or their God, but there 
is a disconnection. We feel 
we must defend our God 
and some of us take that to 
the furthest extreme.”

An expert in religious 
studies agreed, saying that 
most Americans cannot 
comprehend the devotion 

to traditional values being 
expressed by Muslims.

“We here in the West 
have a different relation-
ship with our faith, one 
that is more secularized 
and it is hard to understand 
the deeper emotions,” said 
Emily Burnham, a reli-
gious studies professor 
at St. John’s University. 
“Their tendency is to take 
insults toward their faith 
on a much more personal 
level than we can relate to. 
The freedom of speech laws 
in this part of the world are 

incomprehensible.”
But Burnham cau-

tioned not to lump all of the 
protesters together as fight-
ing for one cause.

“We can’t assume that 
just because they are all 
at the same place that they 
are there for the same rea-
sons,” she said. “Some are 
protesting the movie, some 
are protesting Western 
policies and some are there 
just because they are angry 
young men.”

Continued from Page 4

Muslims
but Finn and the coalition 
estimated that with all the 
proposals and additions 
to the park over the years, 
including Meadow Lake, 
roads, stadiums and park-
ing lots, actual usable park-
land during construction 
of these projects would be 
reduced to 250 acres.

And that would de-
prive the densely populated 
communities on either side 
of the park of a leafy escape 
in which to relax or engage 
in recreational activities, 
according to several neigh-
bors who testified as part of 
the presentation.

The redevelopment of 
Willets Point, a collection 
of auto shops and indus-
trial businesses in what is 
known as the Iron Trian-
gle, includes the construc-
tion of a 1.4-million-square-

foot mall to be built in what 
is now the western parking 
lot for Citi Field — park-
land that is leased to the 
New York Mets by the city.

The United States Ten-
nis Center is proposing 
to renovate one of its sta-
diums, move another and 
construct parking garages 
on the site. The entire proj-
ect will require 0.76 more 
acres of parkland to be add-
ed to the tennis center.

And over the summer, 
Major League Soccer be-
gan talking with Queens 
lawmakers about building 
a 9-acre stadium on the site 
of some derelict fountains 
from the 1964 World’s Fair.

“All this council is 
asking for is that we have a 
voice in the process,” Finn 
said.

The coalition distrib-
uted pledge cards where 
those in attendance could 

sign up to flood 311 with 
phone calls, hand out infor-
mational fliers in the park 
or even testify at an upcom-
ing hearing about Willets 
Point.

But state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) con-
tended that the proposed 
soccer stadium enjoys 
widespread in the commu-
nity, which would seem to 
contradict the tone of Mon-
day’s meeting.

“A privately funded 
soccer stadium to replace a 
big hole in the ground filled 
with dirty water is a good 
deal for soccer fans and the 
park-goers who would get 
to enjoy the many upgrades 
to the park,” he said. “And 
we can certainly use the 
construction, game-day 
and permanent jobs that 
the stadium would create.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Flushing Meadows

2009 and pulled the tran-
sit agency back from a fi-
nancial abyss. The MTA 
has appealed the ruling of 
State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Bruce Cozzens, a move 
hailed by many officials 
in the area covered by the 
tax.

Supporters of the tax 
say they are confident it 
will be upheld on appeal.

The transit advocacy 
agency Straphangers Cam-
paign called for putting 
tolls on East River bridges 
as a dedicated source of 
transit revenue.

Tolling the bridges has 
been suggested for many 
years but has always met 
heavy opposition.

Former MTA Chair-

man Richard Ravitch, had 
a rescue plan, not needed as 
it turned out, for the belea-
guered transit agency back 
in 2009 that included tolls 
on East and Harlem river 
bridges.

“User fees will come 
back and back and they will 
happen,” Ravitch said in 
a speech at New York Uni-
versity’s Robert F. Wagner 
Graduate School of Public 
Service.

Continued from Page 4

MTA

that requires a city Depart-
ment of Health grade, in-
cluding restaurants, movie 
theaters and sports arenas. 
It will not apply to alcoholic 
beverages, fruit juice or 
milk-based drinks.

Bloomberg has said the 
ban will help curb the costs 
of treating obesity-related 
ailments, which he says is 
$4 billion per year.

“NYC’s new sugary 

drink policy is the single 
biggest step any govern-
ment has taken to curb 
obesity,” the mayor, who 
proposed the rule, said in 
a tweet. “It will help save 
lives.”

Other supporters such 
as the Center for Science 
in the Public Interest have 
also pointed out that soda 
and other sugary drinks 
provide more calories than 
any other source in the 

American diet.
The ban will take ef-

fect March 12, 2013, but the 
city will not begin fining 
vendors who violate the 
ban until mid-June.

The Board of Health 
passed the rule in a vote 
of 8-0, with one member 
abstaining, one member 
absent and one vacancy on 
the board. 

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 5

Soda ban

ty personnel entrusted with 
guarding against theft and 
maintaining security at the 
airport were allegedly in-
volved in the scheme,” said 
Brown. “If a terrorist want-
ed to breach airport secu-
rity, the alleged actions of 
these defendants gave then 
a back-door opportunity to 
do so.”

The security service 
employing the guards alleg-
edly involved in the scam 
said the company learned 
of serious infractions by 
an employee  they inherited 
from the airport’s previous 
security contractor after 

catching him in the act.
“Rather than termi-

nate this individual and 
launch our own investiga-
tion, FJC worked coopera-
tively with law enforcement 
to fully investigate this 
matter,” said a spokesman 
with FJC Security Services. 
“The employees arrested 
have been terminated.”

The airport workers 
are variously charged with 
bribe receiving, receiving 
a reward for official mis-
conduct, grand larceny and 
criminal possession of sto-
len property.

Port Authority Inspec-
tor Van Etten said the em-
ployees betrayed the trust 
of the city and the thou-
sands of passengers that 
pass through the airport 

every day.
“The defendants ar-

rested in Operation Last 
Call violated and sold out 
their position of trust and 
access to the secure areas 
of the airport, including 
access to commercial avia-
tion, all for personal greed,” 
he said. “More egregious, 
is the conduct of three se-
curity guards employed to 
secure, protect and report 
crime at JFK International 
Airport but who also were 
involved in selling out their 
positions of trust to line 
their pockets.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5

Scam

some of the young men in 
the academy have faced — 
like being shot or serving 
time in prison — he urged 
them to be there for their 
families and told them they 
were a model for future stu-
dents in the program.

“I don’t expect any of 
you to fall off the wagon,” 
Bloomberg said. “You’re 
not just doing this for your-
selves. You’re doing this for 
your children.”

Jamaica resident Cory 
Shaw, 22, spoke during the 
commencement about how 

he had wanted to quit the 
program because he had 
to go to the 9 a.m. Academy 
classes after getting out of 
work overnight at a stock-
room at 6 a.m. But Shaw 
said on the day he did not 
show up, Program Coor-
dinator Raheem Brooks 
called him and asked him 
to come back.

He is now working at 
Macy’s and has enrolled in 
LaGuardia as an industrial 
design major.

“If it wasn’t for y’all, 
I wouldn’t be in college,” 
Shaw said to the staff.

Shaw also read a poem 
he dedicated to his 2-year-
old daughter Nivaya.

Harlem resident James 

Kimble, 24, said when he 
was young he was a crimi-
nal, marijuana abuser and 
group home resident, but 
since he was released from 
prison he has worked hard 
to turn his life around. He 
is now enrolled in LaGuar-
dia and John Jay colleges, 
is a part of a small business 
program for those with 
criminal histories and is 
dedicated to helping be a 
better father to his daugh-
ter Serenity, 5.

“It provided me an op-
portunity I wouldn’t have 
otherwise,” Kimble said of 
the program.

Continued from Page 5

Grads

“There’s no reason why 
New York state shouldn’t 
have the toughest gun con-
trol laws in the country,” he 
said, saying too many inno-
cent lives are being lost to 
gun violence.

Ulrich has said, how-

ever, that the state’s gun 
laws are strong enough and 
the problem is with guns 
being brought into New 
York from other states, 
such as Virginia and South 
Carolina.

The candidates also 
differ on hydrofracking, 
which uses pressurized 
water to extract petroleum 
from reservoir rocks. Al-

though Ulrich has said he 
supports it, Addabbo is a 
firm opponent, saying the 
potential damage to New 
York’s water and soil is too 
great and it will not create 
jobs because oil companies 
bring in workers from else-
where.

Continued from Page 9

15th SD
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BY MIKE MCAVOY

Lekeith Celestain was 
in quarterback Michael Lo-
prete’s ear throughout the 
game.

“Whenever you’re 
ready,” the Holy Cross se-
nior wide receiver kept tell-
ing him.

Loprete decided it was 
time to take Celestain up 
on his offer, with the score 
tied late in the game.

Loprete floated a pass 
over the middle of the de-
fense in Celestain’s direc-
tion with nine seconds re-
maining. He snatched it out 
of the air and then proceed-
ed to march 31 yards into 
the end zone to give Holy 
Cross a thrilling 20-14 win 
over Mount St. Michael in a 
CHSFL Class AAA game at 
Bayside Athletic Field Sun-
day afternoon.

“‘Just lay it out there 
and I’ll go and get if for 
you,’” Celestain said he told 
Loprete.

Cross began the drive 
at their 23-yard line with 
under a minute left to play. 
The Knights (2-0, 1-0) could 

have chosen to run out the 
clock and play for overtime, 
but Coach Tom Pugh had a 
different idea. Celestain, 
who also returned an inter-
ception 92 yards for a score 
with 19 seconds left in the 
first half, was going to be 
given a chance to make a 
play.

“We weren’t going to 
kneel and kill the clock,” 
Pugh said. “Not when you 
have a D-I talent like Ce-
lestain, he sees the field 
and he scores.”

They attempted two 
deep passes to Celestain, 
who was under-utilized 
for most of the afternoon, 
down the left sideline, but 
both were slightly over-
thrown. After a 43-yard run 
by junior Jordan Franck-
lin brought the ball to the 
Mount 31-yard line, Loprete 
went back Celestain’s way. 
The touchdown pass vindi-
cated Loprete, who earlier 
threw an interception that 
set up Mount’s touchdown 
drive late in the fourth.

“Right now, I can’t even 
tell you how I feel,” Loprete 

Continued on Page 55

Holy Cross shocks 
Mount in fi nal drive

A fallen star remembered
Year after Tayshana “Chicken” Murphy was killed, pains remain

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The emotions rushed 
back to Kasim Alston as 
he lit a candle on the park 
court where his goddaugh-
ter and former girls’ hoops 
star Tayshana “Chicken” 
Murphy grew up playing 
before her death.

“Honestly, it doesn’t 
seem that it’s real, even 
though a year has past,” 
Alston said. “I just don’t 
understand this. I just don’t 
understand why she isn’t 
here.”

He and dozens of Mur-
phy’s family and friends 
remembered the former 
Bishop Loughlin and Mur-
ry Bergtraum standout at 
the Queensbridge Houses 
Sept. 11 for the one-year 
anniversary of her death. 
They placed pictures of 
Murphy around the court 
and lit candles before join-
ing in prayer. Murphy’s 
immediate family visited 
her grave later in the day. 
The 18-year-old was shot 
and killed in the hallway 
of Harlem’s Grant Houses 
in a gang-related incident 
during the early morning 
hours a year ago.

“I had a tougher time 
leading up to that [anni-
versary],” Alston said. “It 
brought back some hard 
times during the day. I just 
had to toughen up and fight 
throughout it.”

Murphy’s death sent 
shockwaves through the 
city’s girls’ basketball com-
munity at the time and 
last week many players 
posted about her on their 
Facebook, Twitter and Ins-
tagram accounts. She was 
one of the top-ranked se-
niors in the country in her 
class. Before the incident 

she was getting ready to 
start her senior season at 
Bergtraum after recover-
ing from a torn ACL.

Murphy, who had her 
tuition at Loughlin paid for 

by Los Angeles Lakers star 
Metta World Peace, was a 
citywide name as a fresh-
man. She transferred to 
the now-closed St. Michael 
Academy in the middle of 

her sophomore year before 
heading to Bergtraum, for 
which she never got to play.

“We never thought 
we would lose anybody 
like that,” Loughlin senior 
Imani Tate said. “That’s 
what I thought about. We 
wanted to celebrate the 
time that she was with us.”

Neither Loughlin nor 
Bergtraum did anything 
officially to remember 
Murphy. Lady Blazers 
Coach Ed Grezinsky said 
a number of his players 
wore the “Chicken” warm-
up shirts they used during 
the season and some hung 
pictures of Murphy around 
their necks. She garnered 
the nickname because of 
her bowlegs that made her 
walk like a chicken. Berg-
traum dedicated last sea-
son’s run to a 14th-straight 
PSAL Class AA city title 
and state Federation final 
to Murphy. Loughlin did 
the same as it went on to 
win the state Federation 
Class A crown.

“It’s hard to accept 
that someone with so much 
life and so much to live for 
is just gone just like that,” 
Grezinsky said. “It’s still 
kind of hard.”

Murphy continued to 
be remembered in other 
ways throughout the year. 
Bergtraum retired her 
number and Alston and 
her father Taylonn helped 
organize a girls’ basketball 
tournament over the sum-
mer with games played in 
Brooklyn, Queens and the 
Bronx. Still, things like 
that only do so much good 
for those who knew her.

“It’s always there, that 
emptiness,” Taylon Mur-
phy said.

Lekeith Celestain returns punt during game between Mount St. 
Michael and Holy Cross in the Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole

Tayshana “Chicken” Murphy, once a talented basketball player at 
Bishop Loughlin and Murry Bergtraum, was shot and killed Sept. 11, 
2011. Photo by Kendall Rodriquez
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Long Island City girls’ 
soccer practices at the 
school involve avoiding 
cones, but have nothing to 
do with the players drib-
bling through and around 
them.

“Part of the field 
where the carpet comes up, 
it’s totally ripped,” Bull-
dogs Coach Mark Skorup-
ski said. “It’s coned off and 
we are not allowed in that 
area.”

The team, which has 
won the PSAL Queens A-V 
title the last three seasons, 
reached its first quarter-
finals a year ago and will 
try to better that without a 
full home field. They prac-
tice on small patches as the 

school waits on the old As-
troturf field to be officially 
deemed unplayable so they 
can begin renovations, ac-
cording to Skorupski. Until 
then the Bulldogs will play 
home games at St. Michael’s 
Playground in Astoria, a 
five-minute drive from the 
school.

“Something is missing 
this season,” the coach said. 
“We always look forward to 
the home games. Not hav-
ing it is a huge disappoint-
ment.”

Their home field isn’t 
the only thing Long Island 
City is missing this season. 
It has suffered a rash of in-
juries in the early season. 
Skorupski said he has lost 
more kids in the last three 
weeks than he did in three 
previous years. He did not 

think the practice condi-
tions had anything to do 
with it.

The Bulldogs are play-

ing without four starters 
because of ankle injuries, 
including junior midfielder 
Alison Dowdle and her 23 

goals from a year ago. She 
is expected back this week 
after hurting herself in a 
win over Forest Hills last 
week. Senior Stephanie 
Escala is on crutches. Stop-
per Diana Rodriguez is out, 
and starting goalie Kaitlyn 
Kripfgan fractured her an-
kle at tryouts and is lost for 
the rest of the year.

“I just need them to 
come back,” senior forward 
Geraldine Huisa said. “This 
is my last year. I want to do 
better.”

Long Island City has 
already seen its 23-game 
league winning streak end 
3-2 to Townsend Harris last 
Thursday and is off to a 3-1 
start overall. Huisa was 
emotional after the loss 
to the Hawks and Dowdle 
was fighting back tears as 

she felt helpless on the side-
lines. A depleted defense 
watched Townsend Harris 
star Olivia McFadden tally 
a hat trick. Long Island 
City bounced back with a 
9-0 win over Thomas Edi-
son.

“If we lose players, we 
have to all step up,” Huisa 
said. “We can’t lose our di-
vision this year.”

Skorupski said it hurt 
him to watch his players’ 
outpouring of emotion 
after the loss. He under-
stands how tough the start 
of this season has been on 
them from no home field to 
all the injuries.

“You have to deal with 
whatever you got,” Skoru-
pski said. “I’m definitely 
looking forward to next 
season and a new field.”

BY JOE PANTORNO

Christ the King opened 
the Tyree Allison era with 
a lopsided football win over 
Nazareth last weekend, but 
an early winning streak 
for the first-year coach 
will have to wait. The Roy-
als were routed 43-6 at the 
hands of Bishop Ford in a 
Catholic High School Foot-
ball League Class AA game 
at John Adams Saturday 
afternoon.

Senior wide receiver 
Jordan Fuchs had five 
receptions for 107 yards 
in Week 1, but was held 
to just three catches, his 
first coming with 6 min-
utes left in the game, for 49 
yards. He felt his number 
wasn’t called as much as 
he expected. Running back 
James Coleman, who had 
327 yards and seven touch-
downs against the Kings-
men, was also shut down.

“I just have to go in 
and watch some film and 
see what I can do better,” 
Fuchs said.

Christ the King’s de-
fense allowed Ford’s junior 
running back Dante Aiken 
to rush for 147 yards and 

four consecutive touch-
downs that immediately put 
the Royals (1-1, 1-0) in 28-0 
hole. The defense was also 
prone to big plays through 
the air as Ford senior quar-
terback Xaviah Mattocks 
threw for 122 yards on four 

completions.
“This game didn’t 

turn out as expected,” said 
Fuchs. “We’ll just have to 
start looking forward to 
next week.”

The offense sputtered. 
With Fuchs limited, the 

running game was non-ex-
istent as the offensive line 
was having a troublesome 
afternoon. Bishop Ford had 
three sacks and the count-
less pressure forced se-
nior quarterback Matthew 
Gluick to throw two inter-

ceptions.
“The defense played 

lights out today,” Ford 
Coach Jim Esposito said. 
“We allowed Fuchs to catch 
a touchdown pass but we 
did a spectacular job with 
him.”

When the Royals tried 
to be aggressive, they were 
burned by the stellar Ford 
defense. On three occasions 
they went for it on fourth 
down and they were shut 
down on each of them.

“It was extremely frus-
trating,” Fuchs said.

Christ the King scored 
its only points of the game 
with 1:20 left in the fourth 
quarter, when Fuchs start-
ed to make an impact. His 
first reception came via a 
30-yard fade down the left 
sideline, followed by a leap-
ing touchdown catch from 6 
yards out.

“It’s like a cycle,” 
Fuchs said. “It starts all 
over again.”

Christ the King takes fi rst loss in football season

LIC soccer players, fi eld need ample time for repair

Christ the King’s head Coach Tyree Allison and his team huddle after the practice in Juniper Valley Park. Photo by Denis Gostev

Long Island City players practice on the field at their school. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

I just have to 
go in and watch 
some fi lm and 
see what I can 

do better.
Jordan Fuchs

Christ the King wide receiver
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BY DANIEL MARTIN

The belly was a beast.
St. Francis Prep re-

turned to its traditional 
run-first “belly” offense in 
football this season, shed-
ding the spread set it used 
the last few years and ran 
all over Cardinal Hayes. 
The Terriers ran 55 plays, 
all but nine of which were 
on the ground, amassing 
339 total yards.

“We were, basically, 
looking for high tempo 
and to run it down their 
throats,” running back Jus-
tin Guerre said. “It was just 
toughness, bringing the 
old St. Francis style, you 
know.”

It was enough to earn 
a 41-34 win over Cardinal 
Hayes in a Catholic High 
School Football League 
Class AA-A game at Mitch-
el Field Saturday night. 
Guerre carried the ball 
13 times for 97 yards and 
scored three touchdowns.

“We wanted to run it 
until they stopped us,” as-
sistant Coach Richie Car-
roll said.

Legendary Coach 
Vince O’Connor, in his 
59th season as head coach 
watched from the press 
box. He fell on the sideline 
trying to avoid a collision 
in SFP’s season opening 
loss to Washingtonville in a 
non-league game last week 
and is still recovering.

Like O’Connor’s club, 
Cardinal Hayes (1-1, 0-1) 
centered its offensive game 
plan around the ground 
game, leaning heavily on 
running back Patrick Heu-
megni, who scored three 
rushing touchdowns and 
also had an 89-yard kick re-
turn for a score.

“[Heumegni] is a dy-
namic football player,” Car-
dinal Hayes head Coach 
C.J. O’Neil said. “He’s go-
ing to make things happen 
above what we ‘X and O.’”

The game got out to a 
quick start, with St. Fran-
cis Prep (1-1, 1-0) leading 34-
28 at halftime. Despite the 
start, another score did not 
come for either team until 
the 11:02 mark of the fourth 
quarter when St. Francis 
quarterback John Hurley 

hit receiver Joey Troina for 
a 40-yard touchdown to help 
put the Terriers up 41-28.

“The defense that we 
were playing against was so 
focused on the run game,” 
Carroll said. “So we did a 
little play action and there 
[the touchdown] was.”

Cardinal Hayes an-
swered back immediately 
with a long drive that was 
punctuated by a three-yard 
touchdown run by Heumeg-
ni to pull Hayes to within 
seven. A quick St. Francis 
possession gave Cardinal 
Hayes one final shot to 
tie the score, but a fourth 
down tackle for a loss by 
Terrence Stackpole gave 
possession back to the Ter-
riers, who were able to run 
out the clock on an impres-
sive first win.

“We’re looking for-
ward to getting better and 
better,” Guerre said. “We 
didn’t score many points in 
the second half, so we have 
to work on that, but we just 
have to keep the high tempo 
going.”

St. Francis Prep racks up 
the yardage in fi rst win

hbchevy.com
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Cross

said. “I felt like I lost us the 
game, but then to throw 
that score. All I can say is, 
Celestain is a freak.”

On the previous drive, 
Mount found themselves on 
the Holy Cross 37-yard line, 

down eight points with sec-
onds ticking off the clock. In 
four plays, all runs, it found 
the end zone on an 11-yard 
line pitch play up the right 
side to senior running back 
Jovan Parks. Still needing 
a two-point conversion to 
tie, Mount ran the pitch to 
Parks, who again found the 
end zone to tie the score at 
14-14.

“They couldn’t stop it,” 
Parks said.

An extra session 
wasn’t something Celestain 
and Holy Cross had any 
desire to see and he made 
sure of it.

“It shouldn’t have got-
ten to the point that it did,” 
Celestain said. “So I wanted 
to get it over with.”

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE

The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

Home of the 2003 New York City Little League, 

Section 3 Champions

Every Monday evening 7:00pm – 8:00pm

Every Saturday morning 11:30am – 12:30 pm

through November 3rd, 2012

At the Little League Club House 

25-50 Francis Lewis Boulevard in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

2013 – Registration – 2013

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED

For ‘Registration Forms’ visit us at 

www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

REGISTER EARLY, 
DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!

St. John’s fencers meet President Obama
All Team USA members of the 2012 

Olympic Games gathered at the White 
House last week to meet President Barack 
Obama, including St. John’s fencers Daryl 
Homer and Dagmara Wozniak.

“I’m unbelievably grateful to have met 
President Obama,” Homer said. “This is a 

memory I will always cherish.”
Homer, 22, placed sixth in men’s saber. 

It was his first Olympic Games. He matched 
alumnus Keeth Smart’s career-best Olym-
pic finish and hit the highest place mark 
for an American since Peter Westbrook 
earned a bronze medal in 1984.
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.877.211.1988
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 9/26/12.

JEEP  CHRYSLER  DODGE  RAMLEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

181818
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8653-20K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

$41,981

$9,981
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8591-52K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN MAXIMA 3.5 SE

$4,981
Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8629-73K mi.

*

2003 
KIA SEDONA EX

$6,981
P/W, P/L, Auto, A/C, Stk#U8711-80K mi.

*

2003 
FORD ESCAPE 4X4

$9,981
A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8755-67K mi.

*

2009 
HONDA ACCORD

$19,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8583-49K mi.

*

2008 
LEXUS IS250 AWD

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8239-36K mi.

*

2010 
TOYOTA COROLLA

$6,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8560-100K mi.

*

2001 
ACURA 3.5 RL

$17,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8713-47K mi.

*

2007 
MERCEDES-BENZ C280 4MATIC

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8555-56K mi.

*

2006 
HYUNDAI TUCSON AWD

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
✔

$8 Oil Changes
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, All Power, Stk#U8565-17K mi.

BUY
FOR

2011 BMW

X5 AWD
*

$17,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8212-40K mi.

*

2008 
CHRYSLER ASPEN LIMITED

$8,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8659-56K mi.

*

2008 
HYUNDAI SONATA

$13,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8707-75K mi.

*

2007 
NISSAN MURANO SL AWD
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Here in
  New York City.

Smartphones

.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of Android™ smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of U.S. national carriers. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice 
(min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail 
everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up 
to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or 
gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

on AT&T

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

HTC ONE™ X
Take high-resolution photos 
right from video
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