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Sanders moves into Huntley turf
 

After beating state senator, councilman plans fi rst meeting in Rochdale Village

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 Fresh off his Democratic 

Party primary victory last week, 
City Councilman James Sand-
ers (D-Laurelton) is planning on 
getting right down to business in 
Rochdale Village, his opponent’s 
home turf.

When Sanders claimed vic-
tory last week over embattled in-
cumbent state Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley (D-Jamaica), he said his first 
order of business would be setting 
up community meetings to gauge 
constituent concerns. He said he 
was planning on holding the first 
of those meetings in Rochdale Vil-
lage, the neigh-
borhood Hunt-
ley calls home 
and thought to 
be one of her po-
litical strongholds.

“It’s the most dense part 
of the community,” Sanders ex-
plained Tuesday. “We’d like to in-
troduce ourselves and hear from 
our neighbors what they want us 
to tackle.”

According to the city Board 
of Elections’ preliminary results, 

Continued on Page 16
City Councilman James Sanders Jr. kisses his son Malik’s head during his victory party as his wife Andrea looks on. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Glendale irate
over trash train 
expansion plan

BY STEVE MOSCO

A land deal approved by 
the Suffolk County Legislature 
expanding a railyard on Long 
Island will bring terrible reper-
cussions for the people of Queens, 
elected officials, civic groups and 
residents of the borough said.

More than 230 acres of public 
land in Yaphank, L.I., was sold to 
the operators of the Brookhaven 
Rail Terminal last Thursday 
immediately after Glendale and 
Middle Village residents pleaded 
their case to Suffolk officials.

Residents and elected offi-
cials said the expansion of the ter-
minal would greatly increase the 
number of garbage trains pass-
ing through the Fresh Pond Rail 
Terminal in Glendale, increasing 
train traffic and hurting clean 
air quality.

“The expansion of this rail 
terminal will prove chaotic and 
will be a health hazard to the resi-
dents of Glendale,” said Anthony 
Pedalino, who lives near the rail 
lines in Glendale and deals with 
the noise and odor on a nightly 
basis. “The people deserve a little 
protection. Trains sit there spew-

Continued on Page 16

BY JOE ANUTA

A new Daoist  temple 
in College Point gives visi-
tors a taste of Taiwanese 
religious life and is so au-
thentic most of it was actu-
ally shipped over from the 
island in pieces.

It would be hard to 
miss the New York Hua 

Lian Tsu Hui Temple, at 
the corner of 121st Street 
and 22nd Avenue. While 
the skeleton of the build-
ing was made in the United 
States, all the intricate dec-
orations and the numerous 
god statues were floated 
over from Taiwan.

“You have to,” said 
Sam Chang, a Long Island-

based real estate mogul 
who donated significant 
portions of the temple. 
“There is nobody [who] 
knows how to build those 
decorations here.”

Chang and others 
helped put the temple on the 
map by donating stately red 
columns, ornate stone lions 

A wall full of statues greets worshipers who 
venture into the Daoist temple in College 
Point. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A group of investors is well on its way to 

taking ownership of one of the largest vacant 
waterfront properties in Queens, which could 
soon be home to 52 single-family Whitestone 
homes, but state inspectors were back at the 
site last Thursday to check for evidence of any 

Continued on Page 16

Daodist temple rises in Queens

Continued on Page 16

Investors ready to buy
Whitestone coast site
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY STEVE MOSCO

After American free-
dom of speech clashed with 
Islamic tradition and honor 
in Egypt, Queens residents 
with ties to the Middle East 
condemned the violence as 
tempers continued to flare 
in Muslim communities 
across the globe.

A low-budget film pro-
duced by Nakoula Basseley 
Nakoula, a Coptic Chris-
tian originally from Egypt 
and now living in Califor-
nia, sparked outrage by de-
picting the Muslim Prophet 
Muhammad as a fraud, 
philanderer and child mo-
lester. Any depictions of the 
prophet are strictly forbid-
den, according to Islamic 
teachings.

At St. Mary & St. An-
tonios Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Ridgewood, the 
Rev. Mina Kamel Yanni 
decried the violent attacks 
in other countries, but also 
said he is sensitive to offen-
sive images of any religious 
figures.

“We, too, are offended 

by the movie and any por-
trayal of the Prophet Mu-
hammad, but rioting is not 
the answer,” said Yanni, 
whose followers are Egyp-
tian Christians. “We do not 
wish anyone to resort to 
violence as our church re-
jects all violence. It is hard 
for the West to understand 
their outrage, but they are 
profoundly offended by any 
image of their prophet. And 
that must be respected here 
in America.”

After the video was 
circulated on YouTube, 
protests and demonstra-
tions followed, some erupt-
ing in violence in close to 20 
countries since last week 
when the U.S. ambassador 
to Libya and three embassy 
staff members were killed 
Sept. 11 in Benghazi, the 
North African nation’s sec-
ond largest city. There has 
been widespread anger at 
the U.S. government for not 
suppressing the offensive 
video, which was made in 
the private sector and legal 
under the nation’s freedom 
of speech doctrine.

Muslims in Queens 
were uniformly against 
the insulting claims made 
in the film, but some also 
said the violent reactions 
around the world only 
serve to hurt the followers 
of Islam.

“Any image of our 
prophet draws an intense 

and negative reaction, but 
not always a violent one,” 
said Daniyal Fayad, of 
Long Island City. “I think 
reactions are justified. If 
they are peaceful, they  
can be powerful and make 
a strong point. The violent 
reactions, though, I think 
work against us and do 

more harm than good.”
Aamir Amin, also of 

Long Island City, said the 
violence being seen around 
the world is the work of 
the “fringes of the Muslim 
community.

“I don’t think it repre-
sents the way the majority 
of Muslims would react,” he 

said. “But at the same time, 
people of Western religions 
don’t understand the deep 
connection we have to our 
religion. I’m not saying 
they don’t love their reli-
gion or their God, but there 
is a disconnection. We feel 
we must defend our God 
and some of us take that to 
the furthest extreme.”

An expert in religious 
studies agreed, saying that 
most Americans cannot 
comprehend the devotion 
to traditional values being 
expressed by Muslims.

“We here in the West 
have a different relation-
ship with our faith, one that 
is more secularized and it 
is hard to understand the 
deeper emotions,” said Em-
ily Burnham, a religious 
studies professor at St. 
John’s University. “Their 
tendency is to take insults 
toward their faith on a 
much more personal level 
than we can relate to. The 
freedom of speech laws in 
this part of the world are 
incomprehensible.”

Muslims in Queens denounce fi lm fracas
Borough’s Islam followers say violence hurts cause while Ridgewood Coptic leader decries killings

Coptic churches in Queens welcome Christian Egyptians and condemn the attacks overseas. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

BY JOE ANUTA

Several multimillion- 
and multibillion-dollar 
projects are proposed for 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, but a coalition of 
Queens organizations con-
tends the combined side ef-
fects on the community and 
the total loss of parkland 
have not adequately been 
taken into account.

Hundreds of people 
gathered at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church, at 104-11 
37th Ave., in Corona Mon-
day night to hear a presen-
tation about the proposed 
redevelopment of Willets 
Point, the proposed ex-
pansion of the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter and a proposed Major 
League Soccer stadium, all 
of which would entail some 

construction on parkland 
and increase traffic to and 
from the park.

The consortium, which 
calls itself the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens, was 
formed in response to what 
the organizers character-
ized as a lack of outreach 
on behalf of the developers 
proposing the projects.

“Any one of these 
plans is bad, in my opin-
ion,” said Donovan Finn, of 
the Jackson Heights Green 
Alliance, who addressed 
the crowd. “But all of them 
together are a death blow to 
Flushing Meadows.”

The city Parks De-
partment website states 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park is about 1,260 acres, 
but Finn and the coalition 
estimated that with all the 
proposals and additions 
to the park over the years, 

including Meadow Lake, 
roads, stadiums and park-
ing lots, actual usable park-
land during construction 
of these projects would be 
reduced to 250 acres.

And that would de-
prive the densely populated 
communities on either side 
of the park of a leafy escape 
in which to relax or engage 

in recreational activities, 
according to several neigh-
bors who testified as part of 
the presentation.

The redevelopment of 
Willets Point, a collection 
of auto shops and indus-
trial businesses in what is 
known as the Iron Trian-
gle, includes the construc-
tion of a 1.4-million-square-

foot mall to be built in what 
is now the western parking 
lot for Citi Field — park-
land that is leased to the 
New York Mets by the city.

The United States Ten-
nis Center is proposing 
to renovate one of its sta-
diums, move another and 
construct parking garages 
on the site. The entire proj-
ect will require 0.76 more 
acres of parkland to be add-
ed to the tennis center.

And over the summer, 
Major League Soccer be-
gan talking with Queens 
lawmakers about building 
a 9-acre stadium on the site 
of some derelict fountains 
from the 1964 World’s Fair.

“All this council is 
asking for is that we have a 
voice in the process,” Finn 
said.

The coalition distrib-
uted pledge cards where 

those in attendance could 
sign up to flood 311 with 
phone calls, hand out infor-
mational fliers in the park 
or even testify at an upcom-
ing hearing about Willets 
Point.

But state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) con-
tended that the proposed 
soccer stadium enjoys 
widespread in the commu-
nity, which would seem to 
contradict the tone of Mon-
day’s meeting.

“A privately funded 
soccer stadium to replace a 
big hole in the ground filled 
with dirty water is a good 
deal for soccer fans and the 
park-goers who would get 
to enjoy the many upgrades 
to the park,” he said. “And 
we can certainly use the 
construction, game-day 
and permanent jobs that 
the stadium would create.”

Leandra Requena (c.) holds up signs protesting development at 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park along with some young helpers. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Boro groups leery of Flushing Mdws expansion plans
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
High school athletes 

from Queens learned that 
being a sports star is about 
more than having a rocket 
for an arm.

It also involves a 
healthy lifestyle.

More than 100 young-
sters from different sports 
throughout the city got a 
taste of the big leagues last 
month when the Hospital 
for Special Surgery held 
extensive medical screen-
ings at its facility, at 535 
E. 70th St. in Manhattan. 
The athletes, from schools 
like Campus Magnet High 
School in Cambria Heights, 
met with a team of doctors 
who usually work with pro-
fessional teams, including 
the New York Giants of the 
NFL and the New York Mets 
of professional baseball.

The hospital teamed 
up with the Public School 
Athletic League with the 
aim of ensuring that stu-
dent athletes in the city’s 
public schools are fit to play 
before the games begin.

“Meeting a critical 
need in the community, it 
gives Hospital for Special 
Surgery the chance to pro-
vide a valuable service,” said 

Youth learn pro health 
from medics to the stars

Campus Magnet football players Justin Bazile (l.-r.), Darius Kennerly and Max Couloute took advan-
tage of a free health screening. Photo by Brad Hess

Dr. James Kinderknecht, a 
sports medicine physician 
and medical director of the 
PSAL Football Clinic at the 
hospital. “It’s a win-win 
situation.”

More than 20 sports 
medicine doctors and phys-
ical therapists participated 
in the health screening, 
as they took the students’ 
medical history; performed 
a thorough physical exam, 
checking their hearts, lungs 
and vision; tested strength 
and flexibility; assessed 
their posture and balance; 
and even measured how far 
they could jump.

Doctors also checked 
the young athletes for pre-
vious injuries, giving them 
advice on how to stay safe 
on the field and avoid fu-
ture problems. Some stu-
dents were prescribed ex-
ercises, while others were 
advised on icing, taping 
and bracing to prevent fur-
ther injury.

“In addition to giving 
the students a complete 
physical, we check them for 
any core weaknesses and 
any deficits in strength and 
flexibility so we can help 
them perform better on the 
field and enhance safety,” 
John Cavanaugh clinical 

supervisor of the Sports 
Rehabilitation and Perfor-
mance Center at the Hospi-
tal for Special Surgery.

Jerry Epstein, the 
PSAL football supervisor, 
said that while most stu-
dents said it was exciting 
to know they were being 
screened at the same hos-
pital as some of their favor-
ite professional athletes, 
others needed the screen-
ing for practical reasons 
because they do not have 
health insurance.

“Some students would 
not go out for athletics be-
cause they don’t have health 
insurance and could not af-
ford the required pre-sea-
son physical,” said Epstein. 
“The medical screening at 
Special Surgery is the best 
thing I’ve been associated 
with. I don’t think the stu-
dents would get an exam 
this thorough anywhere 
else. And it gives the kids of 
the city the opportunity to 
have the same doctors who 
provide care for the New 
York Giants and the Mets.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.
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New York State-Sponsored 
Free or Low-Cost
Health Insurance

1-888-809-8009
Adults 19–64Children under age 19

BY PHIL CORSO

What initially started 
as a method to bring row-
dy students into a calmer 
learning environment for 
one former city teacher has 
blossomed into an entirely 
different approach to self-
reflection and writing.

Writer, blogger and 
retired teacher Jeffrey 
Pflaum said his students 
would often come back 
from their lunch breaks dis-
tracted and hyperactive. To 
settle them down, Pflaum, 
who lives in Bayside, said 
he started playing them 
Billy Joel cassette tapes for 
a few minutes before get-
ting back into his lessons.

From there, the prac-
tice evolved.

“The students found 
it was good for them in 
a soothing kind of way,” 
Pflaum said of his find-
ings while teaching at PS 
16 in Brooklyn. “It got them 

into a mellow mood so they 
could tackle the challenges 
of the day.”

That was when Pflaum 
started experimenting and 
developing an original 
form of writing in the class-
room known as music writ-
ing, which uses music of 
different types to enhance 
students’ abilities to reflect 
and visualize while writing 
and learning.

Pflaum said he began 
asking his students to make 
their own tapes, to which 
they would listen at times 
in the classroom with their 
heads down while they 
relaxed and reflected. By 
giving the students time to 
think and relax before writ-
ing and learning, Pflaum 
said his students became 
more self-aware and ca-
pable of achieving higher 
reading comprehension.

“It builds emotional 
intelligence skills, while 
at the same time develops 

academic skills for learn-
ing and learning how to 
learn,” Pflaum said. “This 

extremely successful pro-
gram with inner-city kids 
started in the ’70s and con-

tinued through 2002, when 
I retired.”

Over time, Pflaum said 
he worked to draw up an 
entire curriculum with a 
goal of developing students’ 
minds into focused and cre-
ative self-understanding.

By exposing students 
to music while giving 
them time to reflect on 
themselves and each oth-
er, Pflaum said students’ 
learning and classroom be-
havior will change for the 
better. Through his years 
of teaching, he said he saw 
tangible results in students 
who became more moti-
vated to read and write be-
cause of the skills derived 
from his program through 
thinking, feeling, visualiz-
ing, sensing, experiencing, 
creating and communicat-
ing through their writing.

“The more kids who 
are with you and concen-
trating, the better the les-
son is going to be,” Pflaum 

said. “It develops an atmo-
sphere for real learning. 
It is one group mind with 
more clarity and the kids 
have the right minds to de-
velop better relationships 
with each other.”

Pflaum worked as 
an inner-city elementary 
school teacher in Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Williams-
burg, Brooklyn, for 34 
years, teaching creative 
writing, language, social 
studies, physical education 
and special education.

He is currently writ-
ing a chapter for a pioneer-
ing textbook about mind-
fulness programs in the 
United States titled “Mind-
fulness for Youth: From the 
Classroom to the Clinic,” to 
be published by Guilford in 
2013.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Bayside man uses melody to move minds in classroom
Retired teacher says music writing technique enhances student performance while in school

Bayside’s Jeffrey Pflaum speaks from experience when consider-
ing how music could affect student growth in the classroom. 

Photo courtesy Jeffrey Pflaum
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BY JOE ANUTA

A dismal turnout in 
state primary elections in 
and around Flushing saw 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) fend off a 
well-financed  challenger 
and a Korean-American 
candidate come one step 
closer to making history 
after emerging from a five-
way, bare-knuckled battle.

Stavisky, who will 
serve her seventh term in 
Albany should she defeat 
Republican candidate J.D. 
Kim in November, cruised 
to victory over Oakland 
Gardens lawyer and busi-

nessman John Messer, who 
spent about $380,000 of his 
own money, not including 
whatever was spent in the 
11 days leading up to the 
primary and any outstand-
ing bills, according to the 
state Campaign Finance 
Board.

Stavisky won 58 per-
cent of the vote, with only 
about 10 percent of regis-
tered Democrats going to 
the polls last Thursday, 
according to the longtime 
lawmaker.

“I am grateful for the 
people in the 16th District 
who came out to vote,” 
Stavisky said at a Korean 

senior center the day after 
the election. “I think it was 
important to talk about the 
issues people care about.”

Yet Stavisky and Mess-
er also wanted to talk ex-
tensively about each other’s 
character faults, with much 
of the race being waged 
with verbal barbs and at-
tacks mailed out to pro-
spective voters in the dis-
trict, which includes parts 
of Flushing, Forest Hills, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside.

Political insiders who 
watched the polls said turn-
out in the heavily Asian-
American hub of downtown 

Flushing was extremely 
low compared with other, 
more far-flung parts of the 
district, which could have 
worked against Messer, 
who campaigned heavily in 
the Asian community.

In the Flushing state 
Assembly race, former 
Parkside consultant Ron 
Kim beat out his four oppo-
nents in a hotly contested 
Democratic primary and 
will now face Republican 
Phil Gim in the general 
election, according to unof-
ficial results. Should Kim 
win, he would become the 
first Korean-American leg-
islator in New York state.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
casts his vote at PS 46 in Ozone 
Park. Photo by Karen Frantz

Ulrich wins handily 
after anti-gay mailer

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Voter Karen King said 
she was already planning 
on coming out to the polls 
last Thursday to vote for 
City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), who 
won the Republican nomi-
nation for state Senate in 
the 15th District.

After she saw a mailer 
from his opponent, Juan 
Reyes, that bashed Ulrich 
for being gay-friendly, how-
ever, she said she had ex-
tra motivation to get out to 
vote.

“This has got to be one 
of the dirtiest local cam-
paigns I have ever seen,” 
she said. “A lot of hitting be-
low the belt, which in a lo-
cal election is ridiculous.”

The mailer 
was sent out in the 
days leading up to 
the primary and it 
criticized Ulrich for dining 
with a gay Democratic city 
councilman and hiring gay 
staff members. It sparked 
a last-hour media contro-
versy and prompted former 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani to 
endorse Ulrich over Reyes, 
even though Reyes used to 
work for his administra-
tion.

Ulrich’s campaign said 
Monday, however, that he 
was likely to have prevailed 
easily over Reyes anyway.

“I think he would have 
won regardless of those 
mailers, but they had such 
a nasty tone and they were 
filled with a lot of lies and 

distortion … that I think it 
definitely energized people 
to go out and vote for Eric,” 
said Jessica Proud, Ulrich’s 
campaign spokeswoman.

According to unoffi-
cial city Board of Elections 
results, Ulrich won with 
70 percent of the vote and 
Reyes garnered 30 percent.

Ulrich also won the In-
dependence  Party primary, 
with 84 percent of the vote 
vs. 16 percent for his oppo-
nent Joseph Tiraco, accord-
ing to unofficial city data.

Proud said she heard 
from some poll sites that 
they were turning away a 
number of registered Demo-
crats who came to the polls 
to vote for Ulrich because 
of the mailers. Democrats 
are not permitted to vote in 

Republican primaries.
Gerry O’Brien, the 

spokesman for Reyes’ 
campaign, said the mail-
ers “certainly didn’t help 

the campaign,” but said he 
doubted it had a large im-
pact because they would 
have arrived in voters’ 
mailboxes only a few days 
before the election.

County Dems take Flushing 
Stavisky, Kim to face off against Republican candidates after primary

City Comptroller John Liu (second from l.-r.), Ron Kim, his fiancée Alison Tan and state Sen. Toby Stavisky celebrate on primary night af-
ter unofficial election results trickle in. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Summer is Over
The leaves may be falling but FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, 

your synagogue, is still offering Opportunities for you! 

SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SEPTEMBER 2012 EVENTS
Saturday, 9/08 Tot Shabbat ...................................................................10:00 a.m.
 S’lichot ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 9/09 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education Program ...................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/11 FSF at Citi Field........................................................7:00 to 10:30
 Call the Offi ce for Info

Friday, 9/14 Shabbat Evening Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.
 High Holy Day Melodies at Oneg

Sunday, 9/16 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education......................................................... 10:30 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Eve Service ..........................8:00 p.m.

Monday, 9/17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/18 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service ................. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, 9/23 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Religious School .......................................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/25 Yom Kippur Evening Service ........................8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/26 Yom Kippur Services ................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Please See Schedule Below

Sunday, 9/30 Sukkah Raising Party .................................. 12:00 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sat., Sept. 8 Havdalah & S’lichot ....................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 16 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service ..................8:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 2nd Day R.H. Informal Service ................... 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Sept. 25 Kol Nidre Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 26 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................... 10:00 a.m.
 Children’s Service .......................................... 1:00 p.m.
 Afternoon Service .........................................2:00 p.m.
 Memorial/Yizkor Service .............................. 4:15 p.m.
 N’ilah Service ................................................. 5:00 p.m.

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

To purchase High Holy Day tickets call 718-961-0030
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spoke at La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege last week to the gradu-
ating class of the CUNY 
Fatherhood Academy, a 
five-month program aimed 
at teaching dads ages 18 to 
24 good parenting and put-
ting them on the track to 
getting a GED or enrolling 
in college.

“Our Fatherhood Acad-
emy is something we’re 
very proud of,” Bloomberg 
said.

The academy is spon-
sored by the mayor’s Young 
Men’s Initiative, the goal 
of which is to improve 
prospects for black and 
Latino men in the city, and 
the Open Society Founda-
tions, a grant organization 
headed by investor George 
Soros. Bloomberg went to 
the City University of New 
York with the idea for the 
program and LaGuardia 
volunteered to run it.

“We really have ex-
perience in youth, work-
ing with young people and 
getting them into college,” 
said CUNY Fatherhood Di-
rector Beth Lord on why 
LaGuardia volunteered.

She said the program 
has been funded for at least 
three years and is expected 
to graduate 200 students. 
The first class at LaGuar-
dia, which graduated Sept. 
12, included 22 students. 
Through the program 12 of 
them became permanently 
employed, four of them took 
and passed the GED exam 
and six of them enrolled as 
freshmen at LaGuardia.

In his colloquial and 
occasionally salty speech 
to the young men at com-
mencement, Bloomberg 
shared some stories of his 
struggles as a parent and 
in the workforce. He said 
while his problems did not 
compare to the dark times 
some of the young men in 
the academy have faced — 
like being shot or serving 

time in prison — he urged 
them to be there for their 
families and told them they 
were a model for future stu-
dents in the program.

“I don’t expect any of 
you to fall off the wagon,” 
Bloomberg said. “You’re 
not just doing this for your-
selves. You’re doing this for 
your children.”

Jamaica resident Cory 
Shaw, 22, spoke during the 
commencement about how 
he had wanted to quit the 
program because he had 
to go to the 9 a.m. Academy 
classes after getting out of 
work overnight at a stock-
room at 6 a.m. But Shaw 
said on the day he did not 
show up, Program Coor-
dinator Raheem Brooks 
called him and asked him 
to come back.

He is now working at 
Macy’s and has enrolled in 
LaGuardia as an industrial 

design major.
“If it wasn’t for y’all, 

I wouldn’t be in college,” 
Shaw said to the staff.

Shaw also read a poem 
he dedicated to his 2-year-
old daughter Nivaya.

Harlem resident James 
Kimble, 24, said when he 
was young he was a crimi-
nal, marijuana abuser and 
group home resident, but 
since he was released from 
prison he has worked hard 
to turn his life around. He 
is now enrolled in LaGuar-
dia and John Jay colleges, 
is a part of a small business 
program for those with 
criminal histories and is 
dedicated to helping be a 
better father to his daugh-
ter Serenity, 5.

“It provided me an op-
portunity I wouldn’t have 
otherwise,” Kimble said of 
the program.

Edwin Maldonado is greeted by his daughter, Lauryn Maldonado, 
at the end of graduation for the first CUNY Fatherhood Academy 
at LaGuardia Community College. Photo by Rebecca Henely

LaGuardia dad grads
praised by Bloomberg
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY RICH BOCKMANN

About one in every 500 
African Americans is born 
with sickle cell disease and 
advocates for a cure said 
those who suffer from the 
condition face stigmas due 
to a lack of understanding.

“It’s amazing how few 
people know about it, even 
in this country,” said Dr. 
Barbara Barnett, an inter-
nist  at the Long Island Jew-
ish Medical Center in New 
Hyde Park. “There has not 
been a lot of funding for the 
disease. I think it’s definite-
ly because of the population 
it affects.”

Sickle cells, the doc-
tor explained, developed in 
African areas as the body’s 
natural defense against 
malaria. Normal red blood 
cells are shaped like a disk 
with a recess, but sickled 
red blood cells are crescent 
shaped, which not only in-
hibits malaria but also pre-
vents the cells from deliver-
ing as much oxygen to the 
body as they should.

Those afflicted with 
the disease describe suf-
fering from excruciating, 
unpredictable pain.

Erica Bell, 29, was di-
agnosed with the disease 
when she was 2 months old.

“There are a lot of 
things you can’t do,” Bell 
said Sunday at a rally for 
sickle cell awareness in 
Roy Wilkins Park. “But I 
am hopeful. I’m grateful for 
every day.”

Bell’s experiences with 
the disease were similar to 
those shared by others at 
the park during an event 
organized by the Queens 
Sickle Cell Advocacy Net-
work. Stories about expe-
riencing debilitating pain, 
stays in the hospital for 
blood transfusions and 
reliance on strong narcot-
ics to ease their suffering 
were told again and again, 
as were affirmations that 
those who have the disease 
never take a single day for 
granted.

Life expectancy now 
for someone with sickle cell 
disease is in the 50s, but 
many who were diagnosed 
10, 20 or 30 years ago were 
told they would not make it 
past childhood.

Gloria Rochester, the 
founder of the network, did 
not know anything about 
sickle cell disease in 1973 
when her 18-month-old 
daughter was diagnosed, 
let alone that both she and 
her husband carried the 
trait.

“I had to learn, to 
educate myself. In the ’70s 
there were very few re-
sources,” she said. “I went 
to the library and I spoke 
with other parents about 
how to cope.”

Rochester said she had 
to teach herself how to deal 
with a child in extreme 
pain, how to help her daugh-
ter through school and find 
a job and how to fight a 
negative stigma attached 
to African Americans who 
rely on strong narcotics in 
their daily lives.

Rochester’s daughter is 
now 38 with three children 
of her own, and she has 
benefited from the knowl-
edge her mother has gained 
and continues to pass on to 
the community.

“I had to tell her, ‘Don’t 
marry someone with sickle 
cell.’ You want to break the 
cycle of sickle cell. The most 
important thing is to know 
your status,” she said.

QSCAN hosts a parent 
support group on the first 
Monday of every month at 
7 p.m. in its Queens Village 
office, at 207-08 Hollis Ave. 
For more information, call 
718-712-0873.

Erica Bell of Jamaica speaks about her diagnosis with sickle cell when she was two months old.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

St. Albans rally battles
sickle cell disease’s toll
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

CB 1 votes 25-7 against Newtown Avenue plaza
BY REBECCA HENELY

While the visitors to 
Community Board 1 heard 
passionate arguments for 
and against a proposal to 
close part of Newtown Av-
enue near 30th Avenue and 
33rd Street to create a plaza, 
the board voted overwhelm-
ingly against the plan.

The city Department 
of Transportation had pre-
sented two plans for slow-
ing traffic at the intersec-
tion, the site of 49 crashes 
between 2006 and 2010. One 
of the plans involved in-
stalling a 4,700-square-foot 
pedestrian plaza on New-
town Avenue near the inter-
section, which would cost 
$75,000 but get rid of four or 
more parking spaces.

An alternate plan 
would extend the curbs 
on both sides of Newtown 
Avenue near 30th Avenue 
and on the southwest side 
of the intersection of 30th 
Avenue and 33rd Street for 
$400,000.

After a contentious de-
bate among residents and 
business owners who filled 
one of the rooms at Astoria 
World Manor, at 25-22 As-
toria Blvd., CB 1 voted 25-7 
against the plaza.

The mere seven votes 

for the plaza prompted 
shouts of “Shameful! 
Shameful!” from pro-plaza 
visitors while the 25 votes 
against received applause 
from those against it.

“This street closure 
and loss of parking places 

will not only eliminate 
easy access to the front of 
our store, but threaten our 
economic viability,” said 
Tom Anderson, who spoke 
on behalf of the Key Food 
supermarket at the inter-
section.

The decision was a dis-
appointment to residents 
who had wanted an open 
space and what the DOT 
had said would be the plan 
that would lead to fewer ac-
cidents at the complicated 
five-way crossroads.

“I walk down this in-
tersection every day and 
I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve almost been hit,” 
said resident Alex Barclay.

Residents and busi-
ness owners had argued 
that taking away so many 
parking spots would have 
an economic impact on the 
stores in the neighborhood 
and closing the streets 
would increase congestion. 
Some argued that sanita-
tion trucks would not be 
able to navigate 32nd Street 
if they could not use New-
town Avenue.

A representative from 
Mt. Sinai Queens Hospital 
also worried that the clinic 
the hospital is planning 
to open, at 31-19 Newtown 
Ave., would limit patient 

access.
“Our concern at this 

point is we may not have all 
the facts,” said Brad Beck-
strom, of Mt. Sinai.

Others contended the 
neighborhood already had 
the resources the plaza of-
fers.

“I’ve been a resident 
of Astoria all my life,” said 
Yiannis Strovmbakis, of 
Alma Bank. “There’s plen-
ty of parks people can go to 
and plenty of cafés.”

But advocates argued 
that sidewalk cafés were 
not an appropriate resting 
place for young children.

“It is more important 
to have a place where chil-
dren can play than a dan-
gerous intersection where 
their lives are at risk,” said 
resident Michael Hicks.

Queens DOT Commis-
sioner Maura McCarthy 
said some members of CB 
1 approached her to do the 
plaza as a pilot project, but 
otherwise the curbs would 
be extended.

Community Board 1 voted not to turn Newtown Avenue near 30th Avenue and 33rd Street into a pe-
destrian plaza.



10
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 2
3,

 2
01

2  
  •

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday – Friday 3:30pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm – 10:00pm

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Rufus King ceremony ushers immigrants to citizenship
75 new Americans take Oath of Allegiance at Jamaica home of original signer of Constitution

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Celidez Arvelo was choked 
with emotion Monday when after 
11 years in this country she could 
finally call herself an American 
citizen.

“You change your life forever. 
[When I came to America,] I only 
wanted to pass through and stay 
a while,” the immigrant from the 
Dominican Republic said. “I love 
America and I want to be here for-
ever.”

Arvelo was one of 75 candi-
dates from 19 countries who took 
the Oath of Allegiance at Jamai-
ca’s King Manor Museum Sept. 
17, 225 years after the building’s 
namesake signed the Declaration 
of Independence.

Before administering the 
oath, Federal Judge Margo Broad-
ie, of the Eastern District, told the 
soon-to-be citizens about how she 
took the oath after immigrating 
to the country with her parents 
from the Caribbean.

“I never envisioned that at 
some point in my life I’d be a judge 
and administering this oath,” she 
said. “I welcome you to this won-
derful country of ours and now 
it’s your country, too.”

“I hereby declare, on oath, 
that I absolutely and entirely re-
nounce and abjure all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign prince, 
potentate, state or sovereignty of 
whom or which I have heretofore 
been a subject or citizen,” Quasay 
Cooper read along with natural-
ization candidates from countries 
such as Bangladesh, Jamaica and 
Guyana.

“That I will defend the Con-
stitution and laws of the United 
States of America against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic,” 
the chorus of voices affirmed in 
unison.

In 1952, President Harry 
Truman proclaimed Sept. 17 to 
be Citizenship Day in recognition 
of those who either by coming of 
age or through naturalization 

have attained full citizenship. 
And while on any other day many 
candidates become naturalized 
at their local post office, King 
Manor Museum Caretaker Roy 
Fox said the home of one of the 39 

signers of the Constitution would 
make their day that much more 
memorable.

“What an example Sen. Ru-
fus King sets for us,” he said as 
he explained the pivotal role King 
played as one of five men asked to 
compose the style and arrange-
ment of the Constitution and how 
33 years later he made an impas-
sioned address to the U.S. Senate 
renouncing slavery.

“‘I hold that all laws or com-
pacts imposing any such condi-
tion as slavery upon any human 
being are absolutely void because 
they are contrary to the law of 
nature, which is the law of God,’” 
Fox said, quoting the New York 
senator. “Do for future genera-
tions what has been done for us.”

The naturalization ceremo-
ny was the brainchild of U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), who 
said that as new citizens the at-
tendees had a duty to make the 
country a better place.

“You bring your experienc-

Celidez Arvelo shows off her naturaliza-
tion certificate alongside her daughter, 
Scarlet. Photo by Rich Bockmann

es. You bring your knowledge and 
you bring your culture,” he said. 
“It is a better day for the United 
States of America that you will 
become one of its citizens.”

City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) said the 
home he grew up in with his Ja-
maican parents was a sort of way 
station for immigrants coming to 
the country and becoming natu-
ralized. Watching his parents 
mentor prospective citizens and 
helping to fill out naturalization 
forms, he said, played an integral 
part in shaping his life.

“I got involved with govern-
ment because when I looked at 
government I didn’t see me,” he 
said as he urged the new citizens 
to become active in shaping their 
communities.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.
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It’s about enjoying and
managing the money you have. 

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s not about how much money you make. 

Crowley lauds Glendale’s rainy day rescuers as heroes
Councilwoman commends EMTs, who saved a nun and her friends from fl oodwaters on Cooper Ave. 

BY STEVE MOSCO

The City Council hon-
ored two Fire Department 
EMTs last week who put 
their training into practice 
when they saved three indi-
viduals from drowning dur-
ing an August flashflood in 
Glendale.

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) welcomed the 
EMTs, Jimmy Guailacela 
and Marilyn Arroyo, to 
the Council in Manhat-
tan, where they were rec-
ognized for heroism in the 
face of danger.

“Jimmy Guailacela 
and Marilyn Arroyo dis-
played the bravery and self-
lessness that embodies all of 
our city’s first responders,” 
said Crowley. “I’m proud to 
recognize their hard work 
keeping our community 
safe, especially this week 
when we remember Sept. 11 

and the sacrifice made by 
so many.”

Sister Claudia Brad-
shaw , Mary Lawrence and 
Joseph Lawrence were on 
their way to lunch when a 
sudden downpour created 
a flash flood at the Cooper 
Avenue underpass. Accord-
ing to the councilwoman, 
the car was quickly cov-
ered by 7 feet of water when 
the EMTs jumped in and 
pulled all three to safety.

Though heroic to ev-
eryone else, the two EMTs 
said they were merely do-
ing their jobs.

“Being an EMT is defi-
nitely a calling and I love 
what I do,” said Arroyo. 
“I’m so thankful we were 
close enough to make it 
in time to help and do our 
jobs.”

Guailacela agreed 
and said being an EMT 
has changed his life in pro-
found ways.

“It has helped me grow 
as an individual, which has 
taught me to provide bet-
ter care for my patients not 
only physically, but emo-
tionally too,” he said. “I’m 

proud to be an EMT.”
Uniformed EMS Of-

ficers President Vincent 
Variale, Uniformed EMTs 
and Paramedics President 
Izzy Miranda as well as 

Bradshaw, Mary and Jo-
seph Lawrence and other 
Council members joined 
the Glendale heroes at the 
ceremony.

“The quick think-

ing and profound bravery 
of Jimmy Guailacela and 
Marilyn Arroyo prevented 
a tragedy, and their heroics 
are evidence that New York 
City has the greatest EMTs 
in the world,” said Coun-
cilman Peter F. Vallone Jr 
(D-Astoria). “If I am ever 
in a life or death situation, 
I will be sure to have them 
both on speed dial.”

The heavy storm, 
which caused the first of 
two major flooding inci-
dents in Glendale this sum-
mer, showed that the sewer 
infrastructure in the area 
is inadequate, Crowley 
said. The councilwoman re-
cently met with the city De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection and called for 
an investigation and infra-
structure improvements to 
Glendale and the surround-
ing area.

Heroic EMTs Marilyn Arroyo (l.) and Jimmy Guailacela (r.) receive honors at the City Council. 
Photo by William Alatriste
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Rozic wins Dem Assembly race
Bayside Hills Civic blames Iannece’s primary loss on voter apathy

BY PHIL CORSO

In the wake of Nily Ro-
zic’s Democratic primary 
for the state Assembly, her 
opponent’s hometown civic 
in Bayside Hills has looked 
inward to ask why it was 
not celebrating Jerry Ian-
nece’s victory.

In the Sept. 13 primary 
election Fresh Meadows’ 
Rozic bested Iannece with 
56 percent of the 
vote, according 
to the unofficial 
results, determin-
ing who would go 
on to face Con-
servative William 
Garifal Jr. and Republican 
Abe Fuchs in November’s 
election. The winner will 
take the 25th Assembly Dis-
trict seat currently held by 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows).

Lancman, who chose 
not to publicly endorse any 
candidate in the race, said 
he would not seek re-elec-
tion in the Assembly after 
losing a Democratic pri-
mary for Congress in June 
to Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing).

The newly drawn 25th 

Assembly District lines 
run from Flushing to Doug-
laston and include most of 
Bayside Hills.

Rozic pulled in a total 
of 2,245 votes while Iannece 
brought in 1,749, according 
to unofficial results from 
the city Board of Elections.

Iannece, 53, who was 
backed by the Queens Dem-
ocratic Party, also received 
a key endorsement from 

the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association, 
a group he once led 
as president. It was 
the first time in 
the group’s history 
that it had endorsed 

a candidate for political of-
fice.

In a letter addressed 
to the residents of Bayside 
Hills, BHCA Vice President 
Armando Cortino asked 
his neighbors, “Where 
were you?”

“Because of non-par-
ticipation at the polls, you 
lost Jerry as your voice,” 
Cortino said. “Due to dwin-
dling membership and non-
participation, very soon 
you may lose your civic as-
sociation, too. I repeat, the 
strength of any organiza-

tion, or association, is its 
members and their ability 
to stick together.”

On Primary Night, 
Iannece walked into his 
party of supporters at C.J. 
Sullivan’s in Bayside with 
a somber look on his face. 
After embarking on a po-
litical campaign he said 
he was reluctant to take 
on again, the Community 
Board 11 chairman bowed 
out of the political sphere 
as he addressed the crowd.

“Politics is just not in 
the cards for me,” Iannece 
told a room full of support-
ers. “I guess my time has 
come and gone.”

Iannece had already 
run for the City Council in 
2009, when he was defeated 
in the Democratic primary 
and ultimately lost his bid 
for the seat currently held 
by Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone). Be-
fore throwing his hat into 
the 25th Assembly District 
race, he said it was the 
overwhelming support he 
received that brought him 
to run for public office 
again.

Aside from the Queens 
Democratic Party, Iannece 

received endorsements 
from Meng, U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside) and 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan).

Meanwhile, in Ja-
maica Estates, Rozic’s par-
ty anxiously awaited their 
winning candidate for her 
victory address. Rozic, 27, 
entered the Sly Fox Inn to 
booming cheers, hugs and 
wide-eyed smiles.

“Tonight, we were able 
to celebrate for so many 
reasons,” Rozic said at her 
victory party in the com-
pany of supporters, friends 
and family. “I hope I make 
you prouder with every 
passing day.”

As she looks ahead to 
the November general elec-
tion, the former chief of staff 
for Assemblyman Brian 
Kavanagh (D-Manhattan) 
said she planned on stress-
ing the most important 
issues to voters through-
out the district, including 
campaign finance reform, 
job creation and improv-
ing access to vital services, 
especially for women and 
seniors.

Sex assault sets off 
Woodside manhunt

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) hand-
ed out fliers at the entrance 
to the 61st Street-Woodside 
subway station last Thurs-
day urging residents to help 
locate a man who tried to 
sexually assault a woman 
in the neighborhood.

“We will find you and 
arrest you and put you in 
jail for your crimes against 
women,” Van Bramer said.

The NYPD revealed 
Sept. 11 that a man had 
tried to threaten a woman 
into a “criminal sex act” 
Aug. 25. Van Bramer said 
this incident occurred on 
61st Street between 39th 
and Roosevelt avenues.

The perpetrator rode 
up to the woman while rid-
ing a BMX bicycle at 3:30 
a.m. and hit her in the face 
multiple times, police said. 
The man said he would 
only stop if she performed a 
sex act on him, police said. 
The woman ran away, after 
which the suspect rode off 
on his bicycle, police said.

The perpetrator is de-
scribed as a 20-to-25-year-
old Hispanic man with 
black hair, brown eyes and 
a thin build, police said. He 
is about 5 feet 5 inches to 5 
feet 9 inches tall and about 
155 to 170 pounds, police 
said.

Authorities said the 
woman needed to go to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
for a broken nose after the 

attack.
In response to the as-

sault, Van Bramer, Gia-
naris and Community 
Board 2 District Manager 
Debra Markell handed out 
2,000 fliers during early 
morning rush hour at the 
busy No. 7 train and Long 
Island Rail Road station 
with a police sketch of the 
perpetrator and a descrip-
tion of the attack.

“We’re hitting as many 
Woodsiders as you can pos-
sibly reach,” Van Bramer 
said.

The distribution was 
the latest of several Van 
Bramer has held in re-
sponse to sexual assaults 
occurring within his dis-
trict. In April, Van Bramer 
and other elected officials 
had gone to the 46th Street-
Bliss Street No. 7 train sta-
tion after a man jumped on 
and sexually assaulted a 
woman in Sunnyside.

In October 2011, he and 
others had gone to the same 
train station after a pervert 
riding a bicycle groped five 
women and a 12-year-old 
girl.

“These are safe neigh-
borhoods, but even one of 
these incidents is one too 
many,” Gianaris said.

No arrests have been 
made after any of these 
crimes.

Markell urged women 
to be mindful of their sur-
roundings.

“People need to be 
aware and we need to have 
a lot of enforcement,” she 
said.

Nily Rozic (c.) hugs her mother Hildal “Yael” Rozic during her victory party as her father Isaac Rozic looks on. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Community Board 2 District Manager Debra Markell Kleinert (l.-
r.), City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris hand out fliers with information about an attempted sex-
ual assault in the 108th Precinct. Photo by Rebecca Henely



13
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, S

EPT. 23, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A chocolate product is 
in the works for an antici-
pated new company headed 
by world-renowned Chef 
Timothy Maguire, and the 
visionaries in charge of 
developing and marketing 
the treat may come as a 
surprise.

No, they are not the 
latest hotshots fresh out 
of business school,, but 
middle-school-age children 
from Queens.

More than 100 students 
aged of 11 to 13 gathered 
at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
Academy, at 94-01 85th St. 
in Ozone Park, last Thurs-
day for the kick-off of a 
state competition in which 
children from across New 
York will develop a new 
chocolate flavor, come up 
with slogans and logos, 
determine target markets 
and consider celebrity en-
dorsers.

“Today the students 
actually get to be in a real 
business environment,” 
said Nisha Parikh, associ-
ate executive director of 
Project Empower, the non-
profit that holds the busi-
ness competitions and was 
first launched in 2011.

She and the organiza-
tion’s executive director, 
Dante DiCicco, said the 
competition puts the stu-
dents in a role that fosters 
leadership and helps them 
learn valuable skills they 
will need in their future 
careers.

“We’re teaching them 
concepts that aren’t typi-
cally learned until well af-
ter middle school,” DiCicco 

said.
The St. Elizabeth stu-

dents will present their 
ideas to a panel of judges 
in four weeks and the win-
ning team will compete 
for their school at the state 
level, where other schools 
from the state will also be 
represented.

The final competition 
will be held at Standard & 
Poor’s, the financial servic-
es firm, in Manhattan Feb. 
8. The judge’s panel will 
include not only Maguire, 
but also leading business 
tycoons. 

Students appeared 
excited about the project 
at the kick-off event, get-
ting particularly heated 
up when samples of Magu-
ire’s chocolate were passed 

around and they were 
asked to think about which 
celebrity endorser might be 
a good choice for a choco-
late product.

“Justin Bieber,” called 
out one student, referring 
to the immensely popular 
teenage pop singer. The 
suggestion was met with a 
buzz in the auditorium.

After explaining the 
Project Empower process, 
DiCicco and Parikh divid-
ed the children into groups 
and helped the students as 
they were developing ideas.

St. Elizabeth’s Princi-
pal William Ferguson said 
the students loved partici-
pating in the competition 
and it helps them think 
outside the somewhat con-
stricted world of school.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
10/1/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
10/1/12

Ozone Pk kids learn business 
skills in chocolate competition

Project Empower Executive Director Dante DiCicco helps St. Elizabeth students flesh out their busi-
ness plans at the kick-off of state competition last Thursday. Photo by Karen Frantz
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Christ the King  
High School

Celebrating 50 Years of Catholic Education

OPEN HOUSE
September 30

10AM to
1:30PM

Join us at our Open House and
see what we are all about!
Make Christ the King your

number one choice in Education!

Courses

TACHS CODE 014

68-02 Metropolitan Ave Middle Village, NY 11379
(718) 366-7400   www.ctkny.org

Shaky building closes
Bayside LIRR stairway

BY PHIL CORSO

A stairway leading to 
Bell Boulevard from the 
eastbound platform of the 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion in Bayside has been 
closed as a precaution af-
ter a nearby building was 
found to be unstable, city 
officials said.

According to the 
LIRR, an inspection by the 
city Department of Build-
ings found that Rani Salon 
& Spa, at 41-17 Bell Blvd., 
found the building to be in 
danger of collapsing last 
month with two cracks in 
its walls and shaky beams 
in its basement. The city 
placed a full vacate order on 
the property and the LIRR 
closed one commuter stair-
case next to the building to 
ensure the safety of its rid-
ers, a spokesman said.

“The city did not re-
quest that we close the 
stairway. It was simply a 
precautionary measure,” 
said Salvatore Arena, 
spokesman for the LIRR. 
“We cannot reopen it un-
til there is some plan for 
shoring up that building 
in a way that would protect 

the people walking near 
there.”

The city had the prop-
erty vacated Aug. 29 after 
it found the building was 
shaking and vibrating due 
to an unstable structure, 
the DOB said. A report on 
the full vacate order cited 
two cracked walls and 
cracks found on beams in 
the basement, compromis-
ing the structural integrity 
of the building that were 
not properly maintained, 
particularly in the base-
ment’s beams. The report 
also said some shoring 
work had been done on the 
property without a permit.

Community Board 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said the platform 
would remain closed until 
the building’s owner, Land 
Equities LLC, acts to allevi-
ate the structural problems 
with the property. No offi-
cial plans have yet been re-
ported to either the commu-
nity board or the Buildings 
Department, Seinfeld said.

“It is up to the owner 
to do something about it,” 
Seinfeld said.

According to CB 11, 
Executive Director Lyle 

Sclair, of the Bayside Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District, was in talks with 
the building’s ownership to 
ensure that plans are put in 
place to make the building 
adhere to city standards.

Sclair could not be 
reached for comment.

In the meantime, Sein-
feld said commuters would 
have to avoid the stairway, 
which would probably re-
sults in a more crowded 
train platform when rider-
ship is at its heaviest.

So far there has been 
no visible maintenance 
work done on the outside of 
the building and the stair-
way alongside Rani Salon 
& Spa remains closed by 
the LIRR.

“This is the Depart-
ment of Buildings’ game,” 
Arena said, reiterating 
that the LIRR will volun-
tarily keep the stairway 
closed until an update on 
the building’s standing is 
confirmed.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Police tape and wooden signs bar riders from accessing Bell Boulevard at the Bayside train station as 
the Long Island Rail Road waits for the nearby Rani Salon & Spa to fix structural damage to the build-
ing. Photo by Phil Corso
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contaminated soil dumped 
there.

A group of inves-
tors involved with Barone 
Management, a firm that 
has both construction and 
development arms and is 
based in Whitestone, have 
paid a deposit on the 13-
acre property, at 151-45 6th 
Road, and will likely take 
full possession of the prop-
erty within 60 days, accord-
ing to Scott Barone, whose 
family owns the firm.

“In a perfect world, 
development will begin in 
the middle of next year,” he 
said.

The property also 
includes 8 acres of water 
rights and will feature a 
publicly accessible water-
front park, as is required 
by city regulations.

It was originally zoned 
for manufacturing until 
about 2005, when a develop-
ment firm called Bayrock 
Group bought the site and 
sought to rezone it for resi-
dential use.

The city modified the 
zoning to specifically al-
low for the development 
of 52 single-family homes, 
according to area lawmak-
ers , but Bayrock went bust 
and the property descended 
into foreclosure.

Barone said the devel-

opment will be a boon for 
the area, setting a prec-
edent on converting old 
manufacturing sites into 
residential tracts in char-
acter with the rest of the 
sleepy neighborhood.

But changing indus-
trial sites to residential 
properties often involves 
environmental remedia-
tion, and the Whitestone lot 
was no exception.

The soil at the site was 
contaminated and needed 
to be entirely replaced be-
fore a shovel could hit the 
ground. It was entered 
into the state’s Brownfield 
Cleanup program, which 
works with developers to 
clean toxic sites and prep 
them for development.

The court-appointed 
receiver for the property 
hired the construction arm 
of Barone to perform com-
plete remediation at the 
site, which concluded in the 
fall of 2011.

But a lawmaker in the 
area has asked the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection to look 
into the replacement soil to 
ensure it is not itself con-
taminated.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
was at the site last Thurs-
day when DEC inspectors 
combed the site and of-
ficials met with the law-
maker and representatives 
from Barone.

ing out fumes an hour at a time. This is so 
inhumane, it’s revolting.”

The $20 million deal gives the land to 
Brookhaven Terminal Operations, which 
said in a statement it has worked with the 
community before and will participate in 
an advisory board.

But that is not good enough for the peo-
ple of Queens, who believe Suffolk County 
has not taken the borough’s well-being into 
consideration.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) said the already bad situation 
in Glendale will only get worse with the 
expansion of the rail terminal on Long Is-
land.

“What we want is for Suffolk County 
to understand the ramifications this sale 
will have on the people of Queens,” he said. 
“Somewhere down the line, it will mean 
additional waste for us and that is not a 
good thing.”

Addabbo commended the public for 
taking action and heading out to Suffolk to 

speak to the Legislature. Without them, he 
said, the measure would have passed easi-
er and quicker if Queens residents had not 
put up a stink.

Moving forward, Addabbo said he will 
examine legal options to see if the deal 
may possibly violate the Clean Air Act, a 
law defining the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s responsibility for protect-
ing and improving the nation’s air quality. 
Addabbo said he has already reached out to 
U.S. Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y).

“This might mean better utilization of 
land for them [Suffolk], but for us it could 
be a horror,” he said. “We can’t sit back. We 
have to get to work on this right now.”

For Mary Parisen, co-founder of Civics 
United for Railroad Environmental Solu-
tions, getting to work means pressing Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to push for an upgrade to 
the state’s locomotive system.

“Here they are expanding a rail termi-
nal and we’re still using locomotives from 
the 1970s,” she said. “The fact that we have 
construction and demolition trains and 
garbage trains coming through our neigh-
borhoods is unacceptable.”

Sanders pulled in about 57 percent of the 
votes in the 10th Senate District, with 
Huntley collecting approximately 40 per-
cent. Gian Jones, a Far Rockaway resident, 
received about 3 percent.

Sanders said he believed that in order 
to win the primary he needed to capture 
30 percent of the votes in Rochdale and es-
timated the final number would be some-
where between 40 percent and 45 percent.

“We were not surprised by the out-
pouring from Rochdale and other commu-
nities,” he said.

Sanders snagged the prized endorse-
ment of the Rev. Floyd Flake earlier in the 
race. Then his campaign got another boost 
about two weeks before the primary, when 
the state attorney general charged Huntley 
with tampering with an investigation into 
two people with close ties to the senator 
who ran a nonprofit that allegedly made off 
with $33,000 worth of taxpayer dollars.

“We were on the verge of winning be-
fore the arrest,” Sanders said “but it would 

have been a much smaller margin. Let’s be 
clear about that.”

Huntley’s campaign office could not 
be reached for comment.

Other areas Sanders said he thought 
he did well in include Far Rockaway and 
Rosedale — neighborhoods in his Council 
district that were added to the 10th Sen-
ate District when the lines were redrawn 
earlier this year — and South Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill, where Sanders heavily 
courted voters in the South Asian commu-
nity.

Harbachan Singh, president of the 
Sikh American Friendship Foundation, 
said Sanders campaigned hard in the vari-
ous South Asian communities, whereas 
Huntley’s presence was either “minimal or 
not at all.”

Sanders opened his campaign office 
and held his victory party in Richmond 
Hill, a neighborhood that had previously 
been split between two Senate districts.

“That’s why it’s so important for us to 
have it here. We could do this a lot of places, 
some places closer to home,” he said.

that guard the entrance or 
some of the many larger-
than-life statues represent-
ing many gods in the Daoist 
and Buddhist traditions.

Daoism is an ancient 
Chinese religion based on 
the writings of a philoso-
pher named Laozi.

The red-tiled roof, 
which pitches upward at 
the four corners, is imme-
diately recognizable and in-
tricately carved  stone drag-
ons coil around columns 
near the entrance.

The temple staff and 
volunteers dressed in blue 
 take care of the grounds.

The story of how it 
came about is filled with as 
many religious overtones 
as the decorative temple 
itself. When temple head 
Yenho Chun’s son fell ill in 
Flushing about two decades 
ago, he made a pilgrimage 
to a small city in Taiwan 
before returning  to start a 
small temple in a Roosevelt 
Avenue basement. 

The temple then moved 
to College Point Boulevard 
before settling in the new 
digs over the summer.

Luis Santos, a trilin-
gual Queens resident who 
volunteers at the temple, 
can walk any unfamiliar 
temple-goer through the 
basics of what goes on in 
the building.

On a recent Wednes-
day afternoon, he grabbed 
several sticks of incense 
and explained the meaning 
behind some of the roughly 
60 gold-colored idols lined 
along a wall on the second 
floor, an eerie audience of 
120 eyes watching anyone 
who ventures up to pay 
their respects. Santos ex-
plained the roles of many 
of the deities on the three 
floors, some of which were 

the subject of a recent cel-
ebration.

Santos has been learn-
ing Mandarin and practic-
ing Daoism since the 1970s. 
He acts as a cheery volun-
teer and can nimbly hop 
between English, Chinese 
and Spanish.

The house of worship 
serves as an important tie 
with Taiwan for many in 
the community, according 
Chun.

“It’s a big deal ,” she 
said through a translator. 
“But the temple is not just 
for Taiwanese people, it is 
open to everybody.”

Santos said a man of 
Greek heritage recently 
came and wanted to do 
something in remembrance 
of a relative who had died of 
cerebral palsy. An ornate 
candle now burns for the 
man’s relative on an altar 
in the temple.

Trains

Investors Temple

Sanders

Luis Santos explains the meaning behind several Daoist statues on the third floor of a new temple 
constructed in College Point from pieces made in Taiwan. Photo by Joe Anuta
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years
69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation on authentic, quality recipes, straight from Germany.

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

1 Liter Oktoberfest 
Steins and 2 Liter 
Boots Available 

Oktober 1st - 4th, and Oktober 8th - 11th
Monday thru Thursday

 7:30 PM Seating $55.00 Per Person
Special Oktoberfest Menu

($20.00 Non-refundable deposit required)

Make Your Reservations Early!


