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Garden strike 
tempts steward 
to immolate self

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing senior who has 
tilled the soil for years threat-
ened to set himself on fire Tues-
day to protest new regulations at 
the Flushing garden he used to 
help manage.

The NYPD’s Hostage Nego-
tiation Team and the FDNY re-
sponded to Kissena Corridor Park 
Tuesday afternoon after Bayside 
resident San Ok Kim stood next 
to containers of gasoline, lighter 
in hand, and threatened self-im-
molatation in a shed at Kissena 
Corridor Park, according to po-
lice sources.

Two nearby schools, the 
East West School of International 
Studies and IS 237, both located at 
46-21 Colden St., were placed on 
lockdown until Kim was subdued 
and taken for a psychiatric evalu-
ation, police said. As of Thursday 
he had not been charged with any 
crime.

Before the fiery rhetoric, 
Kim had been on a hunger strike 
last week, protesting what he 
characterized as a city-led coup of 
the Flushing community garden 

Continued on Page 16

Nobel Peace Prize winner and Congressional Gold Medal recipient Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi (r.) takes questions as U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley looks on during an ad-
dress at Queens College.  Photo by Christina Santucci

BY PHIL CORSO

In a moving display of the 
human spirit, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner and Congressional Gold 
Medal recipient Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi visited Queens over the 
weekend and urged the borough’s 
young people not to take their po-
litical opportunities for granted.

Kyi, 67, spoke before a packed 
audience inside the Queens Col-
lege Aaron Copland School of 
Music, at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. in 
Flushing, Saturday to meet with 
supporters of human rights for 
her home country of Myanmar, 
formerly known as Burma, and 
to speak of her experiences while 
under house arrest for 15 years as 

a result of her opposition to mili-
tary rule.

“You must vote. You must 
practice your democratic rights 
or they will fade away,” Kyi said 
to the young people of both the 
borough and the country. “The 
privileges that you have in this 
country are such that young 
people in my country could not 
imagine.”

Joining the prominent guest 
were City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), actress An-
jelica Huston and Queens College 
alumna and singer Carole King 
to welcome Kyi back to the United 
States, and to New York City.

“If you asked me one year 
Continued on Page 16

John F. Kennedy International Airport is set 
to get a new animal-handling facility. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Southeast Queens is 

already known to have 
floods of near-Biblical pro-
portions, and now it will be 
getting an ark to match.

The Port Authority an-
nounced last week it had ap-
proved plans for a $32 mil-

lion veterinary, kenneling 
and quarantine facility for 
animals at John F. Kenne-
dy International Airport, 
which will be called ARK.

“While most of our 
airport passengers walk 
on two legs, this new center 
will serve the important 
travel needs of our four-
legged and winged friends, 

while helping to create 
regional jobs and signifi-
cant revenue for the Port 
Authority,” Port Author-
ity Executive Director Pat 
Foye said. “This is another 
example of agency staff 
seeking new ways to meet 
niche markets and main-
taining a leadership role in 

Continued on Page 16

Animal center headed for JFK

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The income gap between the rich and the 
poor widened in Queens last year from 2010, 
while poor households in the borough experi-
enced a larger drop in income than the same 
category of people in the city as a whole, accord-

Continued on Page 16

Income gap growing 
in Queens: Census

Nobelist tells 
youth voting
is a privilege

Burma’s Suu Kyi visits Queens College



2
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 3
0,

 2
01

2  
  •

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

With screams of joy 
from many, a thousand 
graduates of LaGuardia 
Community College filed 
across the stage at the 
Javits Center in Manhat-
tan in a highlight of the 
school’s 40th anniversary.

Dr. Sandra Hanson, 
who joined the faculty in its 
early days, was the keynote 
speaker at the commence-
ment Friday. She quoted 
New York Times columnist 
Charles Blow, who men-
tioned a teacher “who lit a 
fire under him,” and  said 
“teachers did not become 
teachers to make a world of 
money. They became teach-
ers to make a world of dif-
ference.”

She concluded her re-
marks by telling the gradu-
ates that “one day, your life 
will flash before your eyes. 
Make sure it’s worth watch-
ing.”

The professor, chair-
woman of the English De-
partment, said “those were 
the colleagues I found at La-
Guardia” when she started 
at in 1974.

Among the speakers 
was Borough President 
Helen Marshall, who got a 
thunderous response when 
she reminded the grads 
that “you made it!”

“As a LaGuardia grad-
uate, you can be a model 
for world peace,” Marshall 
said. “Do not forget how to 
care and to feel and to be 
open to others who think 
differently than you. God 
bless and godspeed.”

The class of 2012 repre-
sentative and honor student 
graduate was T. Harmonie 
Kobanghe, of St. Albans, 
recipient of the Jack Kent 
Cooke Undergraduate 
Transfer Scholarship. She 
plans to finish her under-
graduate work at George-
town University in Wash-
ington, D.C. and then study 
for a law degree there,

Kobanghe, a native 
of Paris, maintained a 
3.9 grade point average at 
LaGuardia. She said she 
hopes to ultimately create 

an international organiza-
tion to help women of the 
Congo who were victims of 
violence and war reclaim 
their lives and gain a voice 
in governing their country.

At the conclusion of 
the commencement at the 
Jacob Javits Center, clouds 
of confetti rained down on 
the graduates for the first 
time in a LaGuardia com-
mencement.

Although there were a 
few shouts of “Happy Birth-
day, Mom” and “I did it” 
from graduates on stage, 
the good-natured boister-
ousness appeared to have 
been louder from delighted 
families in the audience 
this year.

The graduates totaled 
2,487 with about 1,000 tak-
ing part in the graduation 
exercises.

LaGuardia opened in 
Long Island City in 1971 and 
the first graduating class 
numbered 254 students at 
the commencement at Cold-
en Auditorium at Queens 
College in Flushing.

Several speakers re-
ferred to “College No. 9,” 
the impersonal appellation 
for LaGuardia until it was 
named for Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, a Republican U.S. rep-
resentative, colorful, three-
term mayor and dedicated 
advocate of public educa-
tion.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
New Yorkers pound-

ing the pavement every day 
on their way to work have 
grown accustomed to the 
city’s homeless population. 
Sometimes spare change 
is given, while other times 
eyes are averted as the 
commuters dutifully board 
trains and buses to their 
jobs.

When William “Broad-
way Bill” Bateman died 
on a bench near the Bay-
side railroad station Aug. 
24, residents in the neigh-
borhood noted that even 
though he was homeless, 
Bateman was never one to 
cause trouble and was al-
ways up for a conversation 
about life.

“We see him here ev-
ery day,” said one resident 
as she stopped her car at 
the scene where police were 
examining Bateman’s body. 
“He was also so pleasant — 
such a shame.”

A shame — many pass-
ersby used that word to 
describe Bateman’s lot in 
life. Many were sorry the 
man, who got his nickname 
Broadway Bill from his 
days working at Broadway 
Lumber in Bayside, had to 
live his life with nowhere to 
go, no house to call his own 
and no loved ones to care 
for him.

But after he died at 
age 70 from what a friend 
believed was complications 
from heavy drinking, fam-
ily remembrances emerged 
from his hometown of 
Montgomery, Ala., and the 
picture that came into focus 
was far different than that 
of an unloved, unnamed 
homeless man.

“Some may have 
known him as Broadway 
Bill, but he was Billy to us,” 
said his cousin, Zelda Ross. 
“Billy is a son, a brother, a 
nephew, a cousin, an uncle 
and an in-law to many who 
loved him.”

And, most of all, Ross 
said, he was a human be-
ing.

“Allow me to take a 

moment to dispel a term 
that was used to describe 
him — homeless. There 
are many people who are 
tagged with this label that 
are not really homeless. De-
spite the offer of permanent 
residences they choose, for 
whatever reason — mental-
ly, physically or emotion-
ally— to wander and reside 
on the streets of many of 
our country’s cities,” she 
said. “Technically, Bill 
was not homeless. He had 
options to reside in many 
homes.”

Unfortunately, Bate-
man also suffered from 
alcoholism, according to 
his cousin. She said the dis-
ease that millions fight on 
a daily basis was a foe Bate-
man could not overcome. 
She said the disease caused 
him to make decisions in 
his life that were clearly not 
in his best interest, at times 
estranged him from loved 
ones and ravaged his physi-
cal and mental health.

“Regardless of his 
flaws, he was a human 
and he has a family that 
loves him and will miss 

him,” Ross said. “He has a 
mother that never gave up 
on her son. She will grieve 
his death as long as there is 
breath in her body.”

Bateman was her first 
born and he had two broth-
ers, including one who had 
died and another who lives 
in New York.

Family members 
grieved together in Mont-
gomery during a memo-
rial for Bateman Sept. 9. 
The man known as Broad-
way Bill was remembered 
by close family as an avid 
reader of newspapers and 
novels, a sports lover most 
fond of baseball and a kind-
hearted joker who loved 
Christmas.

Bateman was also re-
called as a great thinker 
— a socially conscious man 
who participated in the Sel-
ma to Montgomery march-
es in 1965 at the political 
and emotional peak of the 
civil rights movement.

In a letter read at his 
memorial service, family 
members marveled at Bate-
man’s steely resolve in the 
face of possible danger.

“Although there was 
danger and uncertainty 
that surrounded those 
changing times, we never 
once saw him display a 
sense of fear while forging 
towards the common goal 
of equality for all man-
kind,” the letter read.

And that courage was 
on display as Bateman de-
cided to move his life to 
New York. His Aunt Laura 
Smith recalled Bateman’s 
intricate knowledge of the 
city — he always knew 
which sites needed to be 
seen and the best possible 
route to get there.

“Believe me when I 
say he was a wonderful 
tour guide,” she said. “He 
saw to it that we visited 
the various important sites 
in the city. We rode the 
yellow cabs, the subway 
and walked, walked and 
walked. If you did not have 
the opportunity for Billy to 
serve as your tour guide, 
you missed an awesome ex-
perience.”

The awesome experi-
ence of knowing Bateman 
on a personal level is a 
privilege shared by family 
and a few lucky residents of 
Bayside. One resident who 
had many conversations 
with him said Bateman 
had been talking about re-
turning to his hometown 
in Alabama in an effort to 
kick his drinking habit and 
reconnect with his family.

“The visit home he was 
determined to make was 
obviously far more impor-
tant than any of us could 
have possibly realized,” 
Ross said.

But even though he 
never made it home to get 
sober or renew his roots, 
his family will always re-
member him with a love 
that stretches more than a 
thousand miles from Ala-
bama to New York.

“We knew he loved us 
despite the distance and 
life’s situations,” the family 
said. “We loved him and be-
cause of our love, he is not 
forgotten and never will 
be.”

His family recalls William Bateman as a vastly loved individual. 
Photo courtesy Zelda Ross

T. Harmonie Kobanghe, of 
St. Albans, received the Jack 
Kent Cooke Undergraduate 
Transfer Scholarship. 

Photo by Philip Newman

Class of ‘12 graduates
as LaGuardia hits 40

‘Broadway Bill’ remembered
Bateman, staple at Bayside LIRR station, dearly missed by family
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

James Hall (far l.) gives his testimony on why a garbage facility 
in College Point poses a danger to LaGuardia Airport. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

The group contending a 
garbage processing plant in 
College Point will increase 
the risk of bird strikes at 
LaGuardia Airport as-
sembled a panel of experts 
to bolster their cause last 
week in Flushing, where 
a lone dissenting opinion 
came from a neighborhood 
environmentalist in favor 
of the facility.

Friends of LaGuardia 
is a nonprofit opposed to 
the North Shore Marine 
Transfer Station, which 
will serve as a drop-off 
point for garbage collected 
by trucks trolling east-
ern Queens and the Rock-
aways. That garbage will 
then be sorted and shipped 
away by barge should the 
mayor’s plan come to frui-
tion, but the organization 
contends it will make the 
airport more dangerous by 
increasing the risk of bird 
strikes.

“This facility is not 

just a threat to air safety, it 
will threaten our personal 
safety, our quality of life 
and our regional economy,” 
said Ken Paskar, president 
of Friends of LaGuardia, 
introducing the panel gath-
ered at the Flushing branch 
of Queens Public Library, 
at 41-17 Main St.

The friends said they 
invited representatives 
from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and 
the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, who 
authorized the project, 
and invited a representa-
tive from Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s office as well, 
though no one from the 
three agencies showed.

The experts assembled 
at the long table in the 
basement of the library re-
hashed many of the organi-
zations’ opinions about why 
the garbage will attract 
winged creatures search-
ing for food.

A heavy hitter was 
James Hall, former chair-

man of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, ap-
pointed by former President 
Bill Clinton, who detailed 
his experience in dealing 
with natural disasters and 
expressed disbelief that the 
agencies involved would 
allow a hazard to be intro-

duced to the airport.
“I’m calling on Mayor 

Bloomberg and [City Coun-
cil] Speaker [Christine] 
Quinn to stop this program 
now,” he said.

James Cervino, a ma-
rine scientist who is also a 
Community Board 7 mem-

ber and chairman of its En-
vironmental Committee, 
was not formally part of the 
panel, but talked about the 
ecological benefits of the 
transfer station and took 
issue with many of the pan-
el’s points.

“This facility won’t 
pose as a hazardous threat 
that is going to be bring-
ing down airliners,” said 
Cervino, who cited a study 
showing gulls, which ac-
cording to the panel are the 
species most likely to be at-
tracted to the trash, are not 
likely to cause crashes.

And in addition, the 
state-of-the-art transfer sta-
tion would be constructed 
so no bird-attracting odors 
escape during operation, ac-
cording to Cervino, a point 
hotly contested by some of 
the other panel members.

But the rest of the pan-
elists took turns trashing 
the station.

One member said pop-
ulations of large birds that 
may be attracted to garbage 

are increasing as airline 
companies are adding more 
flights to the rosters at La-
Guardia, which creates a 
recipe for disaster.

In addition, the facil-
ity, slated to be completed 
in 2013, is so close to one 
of the airport’s runways 
that it would interfere with 
a technology designed to 
help pilots land in inclem-
ent weather. This guidance 
system is installed on other 
runways at the airport, but 
its absence on the approach 
over College Point means 
LaGuardia will not be able 
to operate at its full poten-
tial during rain, snow or 
fog, according to Charles 
Hannon, a former control-
ler at LaGuardia.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Panel trashes garbage plant near LaGuardia
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Louis Farrakhan (c.) and the Nation of Islam pay a visit to the South Jamaica Houses. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
It was a unique sight 

Monday when men wear-
ing bow ties spent hours 
wishing residents of the 
South Jamaica Houses “as-
salamu alaykum” as they 
waited for the leader of the 
Nation of Islam, who ar-
rived by police escort just 
as the exterior lights were 
starting to come on at the 
40 Projects.

“It’s a great honor to be 
here in Jamaica, Queens,” 
Louis Farrakhan told the 
crowd of more than 100 that 
gathered to listen for about 
half an hour as the minis-
ter spoke about the need 
for communities of color 
to look within to address 
problems such as gun vio-
lence and poverty.

Farrakhan said he was 
prompted by a shooting 
in Chicago to embark on 
an international tour that 
brought him early Monday 
to Newark, then Brooklyn 
and finally to South Ja-
maica.

“Now I heard that 
there’s some killing that 
has been going on in this 
area. Is that true?” he 
asked, the crowd’s answer 
letting him know he had 
heard the truth. 

According to the lat-
est NYPD statistics, mur-
ders in the 103rd Precinct, 
which covers the projects, 
were up 66 percent over last 
year, from six to 10.

“This killing of self 
and each other has to stop. 
The hatred that we show 
for one another, that means 
we are no longer the people 
of God,” Farrakhan said. 
“We’re becoming some-
thing terrible because what 
we’re doing to one another 
we never did during the 
darkest days of slavery.”

The issues of gun vio-
lence and the city Police 
Department’s stop-and-
frisk program have been 
inseparable this summer. 
But whereas southeast 
Queens political and civic 
leaders have looked toward 
working with the NYPD to 
improve police-community 
relations, Farrakhan said 
people would have to look 
toward God to change their 
condition.

“Now if you’ve got a lit-
tle weed on you, that’s an ex-
cuse to do you harm, throw 
you down on the ground in 
front of your friends and 
family, handcuff you,” he 
said. “You can rise above 
any condition that you are 
in. All you need is knowl-

edge .... But now don’t think 
that the enemy who made 
us slaves is gonna teach us 
what we need to know to be 
free of him,” he said.

Farrakhan said that 
even if President Barack 
Obama could get a jobs bill 
through Congress, those 
jobs would probably not go 
to African Americans, and 
he urged the black commu-
nity to invest its money in 
itself.

“We live all up on top 
of each other, and that’s 
not healthy living either, 
you know, and we don’t get 
along well with each other. 
Now think about this: Look 
at all these apartments. 
Suppose we were neigh-
bors, really neighbors and 
loved each other,” he said. 
“You could turn this place 
into an oasis.”

Shawn Latiner, 27, 
said he thought the min-
ister’s words might have 
an effect on young people, 
but “maybe not overnight. 
Like he said, if you want to 
change, it has to come from 
within.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Farrakhan speaks out
on SE Queens killings
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BY PHIL CORSO

Going against one of 
his own, one northeast 
Queens Democrat called 
on state Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhat-
tan) to step down in the 
wake of a heated scandal.

In a statement, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said Silver no longer 
belonged in Albany as the 
speaker faced accusations 
of his handling of taxpayer 
dollars amid sexual harass-
ment claims involving As-
semblyman Vito Lopez (D-
Brooklyn).

“The culture in Albany 
of ‘what happens in Albany 
stays in Albany’ has to 
stop,” Avella said. “Assem-
bly member Silver has had 
a great career serving our 
state, but he is now seen as 
the classic example of the 
dysfunction and backroom 
deals that has plagued Al-
bany for decades.”

Last month, Lopez was 
censured after a bipartisan 
Assembly Ethics C ommit-
tee concluded that there 
was strong evidence that he 
had sexually harassed two 
employees. He is the target 
of two investigations and 
several lawmakers have 
called on him to resign.

Avella said it was Sil-
ver’s approval of a $103,080 
settlement to confiden-
tially end the harassment 
claims that made him no 
longer suitable for public 

office. Meanwhile, Assem-
bly Democrats have largely 
stood behind the speaker.

Silver declined to 
comment on the senator’s 
remarks, but has publicly 
said he would cooperate 
fully with any ethic inqui-
ries.

The Joint Commission 
on Public Ethics has been 
investigating the Lopez 
scandal but has been un-
willing to dig any deeper 

into Silver’s actions, Avella 
said. The senator intro-
duced new legislation this 
month to reform the inde-
pendent commission after 
failing what he called its 
first real test.

The legislation, Avella 
said, would give the com-
mission authority to inves-
tigate legislators and staff 
while reducing the panel’s 
membership from 14 to 
five.

“The culture of cor-
ruption in Albany will not 
and cannot change without 
a truly independent ethics 
commission,” Avella said. 
“While JCOPE was a good 
start, it is clear from recent 
events that it has neither 
the authority nor the back-
bone to go after the very 
people they are charged 
with investigating. That is 
simply unacceptable and 
the reason why my legisla-
tion is necessary.”

On the local level, 
civic leaders in northeast 
Queens also called on Sil-
ver’s resignation, includ-
ing Bob Friedrich, the Glen 
Oaks Village president.

“We urge Assembly 
Speaker Silver to do the 
right thing and step down 
from his post,” said a let-
ter signed by six Queens 
civic leaders, including 
Friedrich. “If he refuses 
to do so, we demand that 
he be removed as speaker 
by the Democratic Assem-
bly delegation. Elected 
officials should not have 
to be reminded that their 
allegiance is to their con-
stituents, not the Assembly 
speaker.”

Avella said Silver, who 
has served as speaker for 18 
years, has enjoyed a lengthy 
and largely successful ca-
reer in politics, but has be-
come an “inherent, almost 
omnipotent power” and 
should be limited.

Earlier this month, 

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of men and 
women, including volun-
teers for state Assembly 
candidate Myungsuk Lee’s 
campaign, were arrested 
and charged with assault 
and unlawful imprison-
ment last weekend follow-
ing a fracas in the hope-
ful’s campaign office, the 
Queens district attorney 
said.

But Lee denied the con-
frontation had anything to 
do with his campaign for 
the Flushing Assembly 
seat, which was won by 
Ron Kim in last Thursday’s 
Democratic Party primary.

At about 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, a paid worker col-
lecting a check at the cam-
paign office, at 35-25 149th 
St., told police he was held 
against his will in the of-
fice, restrained and beaten 
before being stuffed inside 
a waiting car outside and 
driven away, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by 
the DA.

“I’m bringing you to 
my boys to teach you a les-
son,” a man named Hye 
Chung told the victim after 
he had been forced into the 
car, the complaint said.

Chung was arrested 
along with four others from 
Queens and Long Island: 
Young Choi, Kug Kim, Yung 
Chung and Hyun Lee.

The complaint did not 
identify any of the defen-
dants as working with Lee’s 
campaign, and none were 

listed on Lee’s payroll, ac-
cording to documents from 
the state Board of Elec-
tions.

But Yung Chung was 
a volunteer for Lee’s cam-
paign, the Assembly can-
didate said, and Hye Chung 
and Hyun Lee may have 
volunteered on Primary 
Day, though Lee was not 
positive.

Yung Chung also owns 
All Star Realty, a company 
that rented space to Lee’s 
campaign. Hyun Lee is an 
employee there and had 
lent money to the victim 
completely separate from 
the campaign, Lee said.

“This was a personal 
matter between Hyun Lee 
and [the accuser],” he said.

Both Lee and docu-
ments from the DA suggest-
ed that the man owed Hyun 
Lee money, although the 
two accounts differ on how 
she tried to get it back.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, she blocked 
the door while Yung Chung 
and Choi restrained the 
man and Hyun Lee’s hus-
band, Hye Chung, punched 
him in the face and dragged 
him out to a car driven by 
Kim.

Lee said after a heated 
argument where a large 
shelving unit fell over 
in the office and injured 
people, Hye Chung wanted 
to discuss the money in a 
calm environment and got 
into the car with the man. 
That man then ran away to 
flag down police.

State Sen. Tony Avella is calling on state Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver to step down. Photo by Christina Santucci

Dem calls on Silver to quit
Avella wants Assembly speaker to resign over Lopez sex scandal

Primary volunteers
face assault charges
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer speaks at a PSA-9 meeting at 
Ravenswood Houses. Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY REBECCA HENELY

Police announced ear-
ly Thursday morning that 
a suspect has been arrested 
in the Sunday shooting of 
a 15-year-old Queensbridge 
Houses girl through a win-
dow.

Day Bryant, 37, of 2850 
8th Ave. in Harlem, has 
been charged with crimi-
nal possession of a weapon 
and reckless endangerment 
after the girl named Amy 
was hit in the left hand by 
a stray bullet while she was 
doing her homework early 
in the morning, police said.

Amy was taken to 
Weill Cornell Medical Cen-
ter in stable condition and 
was still in the hospital as 
of Wednesday night, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
at a Police Service Area-9 
meeting at 34-40 21st St. in 
the Ravenswood Houses in 
Astoria.

“Though she is clearly 
very shaken by what hap-
pened, she was sitting up 
and we were talking to her,” 
the councilman said.

Van Bramer, who met 
with Amy in the hospital 
at the request of her fam-
ily, said he was planning 
to hold a march at Queens-
bridge Houses next Tues-
day at 5 p.m. in response to 
the frightening incident.

“We want to have a 
big community rally that 
speaks out against gun vio-

lence, not just in Queens-
bridge but everywhere,” he 
said.

Van Bramer said Amy 
had been doing her home-
work at 5 a.m. so she could 
get it done before going to 
church. He said she ducked 
when she heard the shots, 
an action that could have 
saved her from being hit in 
the head. Two bullets had 
come through the window 
before a third had rico-
cheted and hit her in the 
hand, Van Bramer said.

He said the family 
came into his office after 
the incident.

“They wanted some 
help and they’re afraid,” 
Van Bramer said.

The councilman de-
scribed Amy as a great 
student and writer. He said 
she has been writing in the 
hospital.

About 50 people showed 
up at the meeting and many 
were concerned both about 
Amy and the New York City 
Housing Authority’s role in 
keeping the peace. One man 
in the audience said that 
many rules like parking 
are rarely enforced by NY-
CHA and the agency is lax 
on the upkeep of security 
features like lighting and 
whether or not the doors 
are locked.

“What is needed is the 
partnership and reinforce-
ment from NYCHA,” said 
Karen Dennis, president 
of the police community 
council for housing. “I don’t 
think that relationship is 
great.”

Ray Normandeau, 
press secretary of the 
Queensbridge Tenant 
Council, said he was glad 
an arrest had been made.

Man busted in shooting
of girl at Queensbridge
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

The Ridgewood Theater is being touted as a possible site for a concert venue, according to a source. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY STEVE MOSCO

The Ridgewood The-
ater’s current owner is 
marketing the landmarked 
building as the possible site 
of a concert venue, accord-
ing to a source.

A spokesman for CPEX, 
a Brooklyn-based real es-
tate firm working closely 
with the current owner, 
said that since the building 
is already configured as 
a theater, it would be good 
to reach out to event space 
and theater operators.

But he said the real es-
tate firm would listen to all 
proposals permitted by the 
zoning.

“We have been mark-
ing the property for a little 
over a month and since then 
have had a lot of interest,” 
said the spokesman for the 
building, at 55-27 Myrtle 
Ave. “We have walked a few 
parties through the space 
and we have a few more 
walkthroughs over the 

next few weeks and we are 
waiting on letters of intent 
from a few people.”

Proponents of the 
Ridgewood Theater, shut-
tered since 2008, achieved a 
milestone in 2010 when the 
facade of the building and 
the marquee received land-
mark status, but the battle 
rages on over the interior. 
In 2010, rumors swirled 
that the ground level would 
be transformed into a su-
permarket, but that never 
came to fruition.

Theodore Renz, execu-
tive director of the Myrtle 
Avenue Business Improve-
ment District, said he 
thinks transforming the 
theater into a performance 
space would be a wonderful 
idea.

“We’re open to any vi-
able construction idea that 
makes economic sense to 
the owner and is amend-
able to the community,” 
said Renz. “We are current-
ly working with CPEX and 

elected officials to see of 
there is money to possibly 
do something like that.”

Renz said that two 

years ago an architect who 
came up with a plan to re-
store the theater said it 
would cost close to $25 mil-

lion to renovate the audito-
rium — and the economic 
climate at the time made 
that level of cost unfeasible. 

He said he has not been in 
the building since then, 
so there is no telling what 
kind of shape it is in now.

“As far as the BID is 
concerned with this prop-
erty, this is a prime location 
on a busy avenue,” he said. 
“It is currently an eyesore 
and it takes away from the 
property value of the rest of 
the shopping district.

“As far as properties 
in the area we are trying 
to develop, the theater is 
the highest priority on our 
list.”

The theater was origi-
nally opened in 1916 and 
used to be a showcase for 
silent films and vaudeville 
acts. It originally had a ca-
pacity of 2,500 people, but 
later became a 1,950-seat 
theater with five movie 
screens. The theater was 
designed by renowned ar-
chitect Thomas Lamb.

Ridgewood Theatre touted as good events spot
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Summer is Over
The leaves may be falling but FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, 

your synagogue, is still offering Opportunities for you! 

SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SEPTEMBER 2012 EVENTS
Saturday, 9/08 Tot Shabbat ...................................................................10:00 a.m.
 S’lichot ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 9/09 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education Program ...................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/11 FSF at Citi Field........................................................7:00 to 10:30
 Call the Offi ce for Info

Friday, 9/14 Shabbat Evening Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.
 High Holy Day Melodies at Oneg

Sunday, 9/16 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Family Education......................................................... 10:30 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Eve Service ..........................8:00 p.m.

Monday, 9/17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/18 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service ................. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, 9/23 Children’s Hebrew Class ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
 Religious School .......................................................... 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/25 Yom Kippur Evening Service ........................8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/26 Yom Kippur Services ................................... 10:00 a.m.
 Please See Schedule Below

Sunday, 9/30 Sukkah Raising Party .................................. 12:00 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sat., Sept. 8 Havdalah & S’lichot ....................................... 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 16 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service ..................8:00 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ............... 10:00 a.m.
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service .............. 1:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 2nd Day R.H. Informal Service ................... 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Sept. 25 Kol Nidre Service ...........................................8:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 26 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................... 10:00 a.m.
 Children’s Service .......................................... 1:00 p.m.
 Afternoon Service .........................................2:00 p.m.
 Memorial/Yizkor Service .............................. 4:15 p.m.
 N’ilah Service ................................................. 5:00 p.m.

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

To purchase High Holy Day tickets call 718-961-0030
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
10/31/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
10/31/12

Barbara Brown urges Community Board 13 to approve 
plans for a new environmental center in Idlewild Park. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
For years, the East-

ern Queens Alliance has 
operated a makeshift na-
ture center out of a trailer 
in Springfield Gardens’ 
Idlewild Park, but all that 
is set to change as the city 
Parks Department plans to 
build a state-of-the-art facil-
ity for the group next year.

In 2009, the borough 
president’s office set aside 
$5 million for an envi-
ronmental center, and on 
Monday night the project’s 
architect presented those 
plans to Community Board 
13.

The park, which was 
used in the 1970s as a con-
struction-waste landfill 
started undergoing signifi-
cant ecological restoration 
in the 1990s, and the alli-
ance has been acting as a 
steward of the park for the 
past several years.

Architect Blake Mid-
dleton said the new center 
would incorporate eco-
friendly design features — 
such as walkways and path-
ways that allow water to 
permeate into the ground 
and a faux-wood exterior 
made of recycled plastic-
milk jugs — that would 
reflect the park’s transfor-
mation.

“It’s all about restoring 
the water connection to the 
land and into the water ta-
ble itself,” he said. “It tells a 
great story about recycling 
as well as the preservation/
reclamation of water.”

Middleton’s design 
calls for a 5,000-square-foot 
building set in the eastern 
section of the park adja-
cent to the cricket fields. 
It would include a recep-
tion area, exhibition space, 
restrooms, space for the 
support staff and two class-
rooms with enough space 
for 60 to 70 students.

“The building is very 
much geared around public 
education,” he said.

Barbara Brown, chair-
woman of the Eastern 
Queens Alliance and direc-
tor of the park’s preserva-

tion committee, said the 
center would mainly be 
used during the weekdays 
when it would host classes 
for children.

Middleton said the 
LEED-certified building 
was designed to stand up 
to the harsh conditions of 
its environment, including 
the salt spray coming off 
Jamaica Bay and the noise 
pollution from planes fly-
ing in and out of nearby 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport.

The center is also sited 
atop a plateau in the park 
well above the flood plane, 

just in case global warming 
causes Jamaica Bay to take 
up some more real estate in 
the future.

Middleton said that 
if all goes according to 
plan, he expects construc-
tion to begin next summer 
and take around 12 to 14 
months.

Before the community 
board voted unanimously 
to approve the plans, Brown 
gave them her thumbs-up.

“Pretty much what 
they’re presenting lives up 
to what we had asked for,” 
she said. “We are anxious 
to get into the center.”

Green alliance’s center
to rise at Idlewild Park
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Jimin Kim (l.-r.), Su Lia, City Councilman Peter Koo’s Chief of Staff James McClelland, Arthur Flug and 
Chejin Park call on the community to volunteer their life stories. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

The head of a college 
program that pairs stu-
dents with Holocaust survi-
vors in order to document 
tales from World War II 
wants to gather more sto-
ries from Asia.

Since 2006, students 
from Queensborough Com-
munity College have taken 
on internships where they 
meet with Holocaust sur-
vivors once a week for a 
semester and document 
their subjects’ life stories. 
Until now, the program 
has been a venue largely 
for European survivors to 
provide personal accounts 
to complement the broader 
strokes in history books.

But due to the rapid in-
flux of Asian immigrants 
in the Flushing area in the 
last few decades, the Harri-
et and Kenneth Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Center 
& Archives saw an oppor-
tunity to explore a side of 
the global conflict not often 
discussed in the Western 
World.

“It provides a guaran-
tee that these stories will 

not be forgotten,” said Ar-
thur Flug, executive direc-
tor of the center.

But Flug cannot do it 
on his own.

A coalition of groups 
announced the start of the 
program last week at the 
offices of City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
who provided a grant to 
fund the program.

The organizers are 
seeking residents who lived 
anywhere in Asia to partic-
ipate and weave their expe-
riences into the larger fab-
ric of history — especially 
since many survivors are 
reaching old age.

World War II ended in 
1945, typically putting any-
one old enough to remem-
ber details at least in their 
70s.

“At this point, it’s ur-
gent,” said Su Lia, a mem-
ber of the Organization of 
Chinese Americans, which 
is also participating in the 
project.

Ten students will par-
ticipate in the semester-
long internship program, 
where they will also take 
history courses to put the 

stories they hear in con-
text.

At the end of the se-
mester they will give a pre-
sentation on their findings.

According to Chejin 
Park, of Korean American 
Civic Empowerment, a dif-
ferent historical perspec-
tive not often covered in 
American schools could 
promote more understand-
ing in a borough that is 
packed with residents from 
all over the world.

“I think it will create a 
better relationship within 
our community,” he said.

Koo is also involved 
in a controversial quest to 
rename a downtown Flush-
ing street after Comfort 
Women, who were from 
Asian countries and used 
as sex slaves by the Japa-
nese Army during World 
War II, but a spokesman 
said the two projects were 
unrelated.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Braunstein holds Halloween essay, drawing contest
State Assemblyman Edward Braun-

stein (D-Bayside) is sponsoring a Hallow-
een essay and drawing contest.

Students from Grades 2 through 5 are 
invited to participate. The essay or draw-
ing should have a Halloween theme, such 
as an account of your favorite trick-or-treat 
experience or why you picked your Hallow-
een costume this year.

District-wide prizes will be awarded 
to the winner in each grade. State Certifi-

cates of Merit will be awarded to all stu-
dents who participate.

If you are interested in participating, 
print your name, grade, class and school 
on your entry and submit your essay to 
Braunstein’s district office at 213-33 39th 
Ave., Suite 238, Bayside, NY 11361 or by e-
mail at braunsteine@assembly.state.ny.us 
by Nov. 1.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Braunstein’s office at 718-357-3588.

Holocaust center asks
Asians for their stories
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City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) speaks at an IS 240 rally urging the city Department of 
Education to immediately remove PCB light fixtures from all schools. Photo by Rebecca Henely

City Councilman Dan Halloran (r.) joins Wilhelmena Rhodes Kelly 
in throwing fresh soil on a Newton Pippen apple tree outside the 
Kingsland Homestead in Flushing. Photo courtesy Phil Corso

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
While the city Depart-

ment of Education has 
promised to replace the tox-
ic PCB lights in Astoria’s IS 
204, elected officials, civic 
members and parents de-
cried how the department 
initially handled a leak and 
called for the old florescent 
lights to be replaced across 
the city.

“We need to act now,” 
said IS 204 parent Nancy 
Nizza. “We need to get the 
Department of Education 
to move.”

About 40 people, many 
of them parents of children 
at the school or members of 
the New York Communities 
for Change civic organiza-
tion, congregated in front 
of the school, at 36-41 28th 
St., Tuesday morning to de-
mand that the department 
replace all the lights.

Fluorescent lights 
created before 1979 often 
contain PCBs, or polychlo-
rinated biphenyls, which 
are odorless yellow liquids 
used in the lights’ capaci-
tors to store energy. PCBs 

have been linked to cancer 
in humans and animals. 
NYCC is suing the city to 
get the lights changed more 
quickly than under its cur-
rent 10-year plan.

In response to the 
rally, DOE spokeswoman 
Marge Feinberg said in an 
e-mail that the department 
is in the second year of its 
plan and was set on staying 
the course.

“While some people 
think we should spend 
more and do this faster, we 
continue to believe this is 
an aggressive, environmen-
tally responsible plan that 
will cause minimum dis-
ruption to student learning 
and generate significant 
energy savings for the city 
and taxpayers in the long 
run,” Feinberg said.

Christina Giorgio is 
an attorney with New York 
Lawyers for the Public In-
terest, which is represent-
ing NYCC in its lawsuit. 
Giorgio said around Sept. 
10 a PCB light had leaked 
into a school counselor’s 
room. The DOE planned to 
replace that light, but not 

all the PCB lights in the 
school. This outraged the 
community since the de-
partment was much quick-
er to replace all lights in 
a school when a PCB light 
leaked onto a student at PS 
41 in Staten Island.

“The response was 
very different from the 
DOE,” Giorgio said.

Feinberg said the DOE 
would begin a survey of IS 
204 and would begin to or-
der fixtures immediately.

But City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said parents 
of schoolchildren  and the 
DOE cannot just be respon-
sive when leaks happen.

“Obviously what 

happened here at IS 204 
shouldn’t happen any-
where,” he said.

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
said the DOE needs an im-
mediate protocol for what 
to do and suggested work-
ing groups be set up to deal 
with the problem.

“It’s really personal for 

me when we see something 
happen that could jeopar-
dize students’ health in the 
long term,” she said.

Gene Szymanski, of 
the 23BJ-SEIU union of 
school cleaners, said the 
PCBs could also hurt their 
workers, many of whom 
work eight hours a day and 
on weekends.

He said that “$120 mil-
lion is a drop in the bucket 
with the budget that’s giv-
en to the DOE to run the 
schools.”

Feinberg said the DOE 
had put PCB-free and envi-
ronmentally friendly light 
fixtures in 83 out of the 700 
school buildings that had 
PCB lights.

“Our plan to replace 
light fixtures in these 
buildings is unprecedented 
compared to other cities, 
and PCBs are a nationwide 
issue,” Feinberg said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

BY PHIL CORSO

A newly restored King-
sland Homestead was on 
full display over the week-
end as the Queens Histori-
cal Society celebrated a 
new beginning in Flushing 
with the completion of its 
2012 capital project. Mem-
bers of the group joined 
with city residents and of-
ficials Sunday to celebrate 
the restoration of its old 
roots while also establish-
ing some new ones.

On the heels of its an-
nual meeting, the Queens 
Historical Society took to 
Weeping Beech Park, which 
surrounds the Kingsland 
Homestead, at 143-35 37th 
Ave. in Flushing, to plant 
a special Newtown Pippen 
apple tree and reflect on its 
historical significance. Ac-
cording to the society, the 
tree was first grown in the 

village of Newtown in Mas-
sachusetts in the early 18th 
century and was deemed 
the official apple of New 
York City in 2009 by a City 
Council resolution.

“It is a pleasure to pres-
ent this wonderful tree to 
the Queens Historical Soci-
ety,” said Wilhelmena Rho-
des Kelly, of the Increase 
Carpenter Daughters of the 
American Revolution Chap-
ter, which helped arrange 
the tree planting at the lo-
cation. “The fruit from this 
tree is unique and we are 
wishing for decades of posi-
tive growth.”

Kelly said the apples 
grown from the special tree 
could be picked in Septem-
ber, but still taste the best 
come January. The long-
lasting life of the fruit en-
abled it to become popular 
in the 1800s so that it could 
be shipped throughout the 

world.
“Given the history of 

this fruit, we figured there 
was not a more appropriate 
place to bring it than right 
here,” Kelly said.

Historical society 
members joined in with 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) to toss fresh 
soil onto the new tree out-
side of the newly restored 

Kingsland Homestead. The 
councilman spoke at the 
group’s annual meeting 
in support of its restored 
building and its historical 
significance in Queens.

“Flushing encapsu-
lates the history of the en-
tire city,” Halloran said, 
speaking of the rich history 
of both Flushing and the 
several historical buildings 
in Queens preserved by the 
society.

After the tree planting, 
QHS launched a special re-
ception in support of a new 
exhibition, “Permanent 
Residence: Uncovering the 
Cemeteries of Queens.” 
Executive Director Marisa 
Berman introduced the 
new exhibit to the group’s 
members, saying she was 
happy to share the new per-
spective on the borough’s 
cemeteries.

“This is more than 

just a dark kind of display,” 
Berman said, acknowledg-
ing that cemeteries were 
not the most cheerful of 
talking points. “This new 
exhibition gives so much 
information about the his-
tory of Queens and the his-
tory of people who are still 
here.”

Berman said that by 
looking into the rich his-
tory of Queens’ cemeteries, 
QHS could delve into dis-
cussions on iconography, 
businesses that flourished 
because of cemeteries 
and notable people buried 
throughout the borough.

“It is a great example 
of what life was like in the 
past,” she said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Astoria parents want PCBs school lights out

Historic Kingsland Homestead restored in Flushing
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

John Liu talks about the city’s poor track record hiring minority- 
and women-owned businesses. Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY RICH BOCKMANN

With projects to devel-
op two pieces of property 
near the Long Island Rail 
Road station and the Atlan-
tic Avenue extension on the 
horizon, there are possibly 
hundreds of jobs on the 
table in downtown Jamai-
ca — jobs the community 
would like to see go to mi-
nority- and women-owned 
businesses.

“That’s three major 
projects in our community 
this year. If we don’t get a 
hold of them, we’re going to 
lose hundreds of jobs,” said 
James Heyliger, chairman 
of the Land Use Committee 
of Jamaica’s Community 
Board 12 and president of 
the Association of Minority 
Enterprises of New York.

The city Economic 
Development Corp. will 
be accepting proposals on 
behalf of the Greater Ja-
maica Development Corp. 
through Oct. 3 for a transit-
oriented development on a 

58,000-square-foot plot of 
land on the north side of the 
station.

The site, which 
stretches east along Ar-
cher Avenue from Sutphin 
Boulevard, is occupied by a 
number of shops and owned 
by an affiliate of Greater 
Jamaica, which will make 
the ultimate selection. The 
request for proposal issued 
by the EDC requests that 20 
percent of the plan include 
businesses that have been 
certified as minority- or 
women-owned.

Greater Jamaica has 
also issued an RFP jointly 
with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
to develop a plot of land it 
acquired with money from 
the Port Authority on the 
south side of the station.

In 2004, the Port Au-
thority gave Greater Ja-
maica $5.4 million, half 
which it used to refurbish 
the Sutphin Avenue under-
pass and the other half to 
purchase the property with 
the plan of developing it as 

a home for JetBlue or other 
corporate tenants.

Under the terms of the 
deal, the nonprofit had un-
til 2008 to develop the prop-
erty, at which point the Port 
Authority was either to get 
its money back or claim the 
property.

After media attention 
earlier this year pointed 
out the land had still not 
been developed, the author-
ity gave Greater Jamaica 
until the beginning of 2013 
to start the project or it 
would take the land.

Greater Jamaica said 
it is looking for a developer 
to build a 3.5-star hotel on 
the 10,000-square-foot prop-
erty and encouraged mi-
nority- and women-owned 
businesses to submit their 
proposals by Oct. 31.

The EDC is also in the 
planning phase on a city 
Department of Transpor-
tation project to connect 
Atlantic Avenue as it runs 
east on the south side of the 
station with 95th Avenue 
and create a public park in 

the process.
The city, however, has 

a poor record of includ-
ing minority- and women-
owned businesses.

According to City 
Comptroller John Liu’s of-
fice, those businesses pulled 
in less than 3 percent of $17 
billion worth of city money 
last year. The largest por-
tion of that 3 percent went 
to businesses certified as 
Asian American, followed 
by Caucasian women, His-
panic Americans and then 
black Americans.

The comptroller’s re-
port card, it should be not-
ed, does not rate the EDC 
or Greater Jamaica. It did 
rate CB 12, however, which 
spent all of its money last 
year — a mere $129 — with 
a Hispanic-owned busi-
ness.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jobs up for grabs in Jamaica for minorities and women
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Open 7 Days

CITYLINE SERVICE STATION
Next to Green Acres Mall

Purchase a combination of four (4) qualifying Monroe® or Rancho® 
products and get a rebate check by mail equal to the lowest cost unit, 
up to Monroe’s and Rancho’s current published suggested list price.

The Monroe “Shocktober®” Promotion is a mail-in offer. Restrictions apply. 
Offer may not be combined with any other discount, offer or rebate.

PROMOTION VALID: SEPTEMBER 1 - OCTOBER 31, 2012

Set of 4
Out the Door

Tire Deals*

195/65R15 $340
205/65R15 $340
205/60R16 $340
215/60R16 $399
225/60R16 $419
245/65R17 $499
245/45R18 $499
*Mounting & balancing included. 
NYS waste tire disposal fee included + tax.

SIGNATURE OIL CHANGE

FREE FLUID TOP OFF

$1999$1999
+TAX

WITH FREE 
CAR WASH

REG. $2999WITH 
COUPON 

ONLY

MOST CARS. 
SUVS EXTRA.

$4995

$9995

UP TO 5 
QUARTS

12 MONTH OR 12,000 MILE WARRANTY

718-525-0300
Mon - Fri 8am-6pm

FULL SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

CERAMIC 
BRAKE PADS

5 QTS.
Most Cars. With This Coupon. Limited Time Offer. 

Most Cars. With This Coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
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Boxing takes center stage at Resorts World
International Fight Night at Resorts World New York featured nine bouts and was organized by Old World Boxing, New Legend Boxing and WON Promotions. (Clockwise from 
top l.) Elton Dharry (r.) lands a punch on Gabriel Cruz’s face; Wanda Malave cheers on the fighters; Rafael Vazquez kneels and prays; Jhovanny Collado of Jamaica does 
pushups after his win; Juan Dominguez (l.) doubles over after a punch from Jesus Bayron; Collado (r.) lands a punch on Rafael Vazquez’s face; Joe Smith celebrates his win 
in the main event by flexing in the corner of the ring; and Dominguez (r.) punches Bayron as he tries to protect himself on the ropes. Photos by Christina Santucci 
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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York, at any time soon, I 
wouldn’t think it was pos-
sible,” Queens College 
graduate Crowley said of 
how thankful he was to 
have Kyi visit Queens. “She 
always believed in human 
rights and the rights of peo-
ple everywhere.”

With Crowley’s help, 
Kyi received the U.S. Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the 
country’s most notable ci-
vilian award, Sept. 19.

Kyi, chairwoman of 
the National League of 
Democracy in Myanmar, 
joked about how she en-
joyed her first visit to New 
York City, where she lived 
for three years back in the 
1960s, and how she never 
would get lost — even with 
her self-proclaimed poor 
sense of direction — be-
cause the streets were laid 
out in a grid pattern.

“She always believed 
in human rights and the 
rights of people every-

where,” Crowley said of 
Kyi, whom he referred to 
as his personal hero. “We 
are truly in the presence of 
greatness.”

In 1989, Kyi was placed 
under house arrest without 
being charged or facing tri-
al as she led an opposition 
movement against the mili-
tary junta. She remained 
imprisoned for 15 years 
and refused to give up her 
political stance, even in 
exchange for her freedom. 
While under house arrest, 
the NLD party won the 
country’s first free election 
in 30 years, but the mili-
tary still refused to give up 
power.

“It gives all of us 
strength and courage and 
reminds us that faith and 
perseverance are always 
rewarded,” Quinn said 
while speaking in front of 
the political icon. “We are 
in your debt every day.”

While fielding ques-
tions from Queens College 
students, Kyi said she found 
peace in following a strict 
timetable throughout the 
week while under house 
arrest. She said she would 

wake up and meditate be-
fore exercising, reading 
and listening to news radio 
to remain involved in po-
litical affairs.

“It was like a five-star 
residence, by Burmese pris-
on standards,” Kyi said.

Kyi was finally freed 
Nov. 13, 2010, and was elect-
ed to the Myanmar parlia-
ment earlier this year. In 
her closing remarks, she 
urged Queens College stu-
dents to strive for a well-
rounded education, which 
is not available in her coun-
try.

The lack of education 
has plagued the young 
people who will be Burma’s 
next generation’s leaders, 
she said.

“Education is the foun-
dation of human dignity,” 
Kyi said. “We have to know 
how to uphold our human 
dignity. We must start giv-
ing our young people their 
rightful place in society. 
We must prepare them.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Nobel

he formerly helped run and 
vowing to die if control was 
not returned to his group.

San Ok Kim is a mem-
ber of the Korean-Ameri-
can Senior Citizens Society 
of Greater New York, which 
has overseen operations at 
the public garden in Kis-
sena Corridor Park for de-
cades. But in March a city 
program took over man-
agement of the hundreds of 
small dirt plots, possibly in 
response to numerous com-
plaints of intimidation and 
harassment that transpired 
at the site.

“I am now resorting 
to a hunger strike to gain 
the proper attention of the 
people of NYC government 
as well as the community 
leaders of Flushing to stop 
this tyranny of the govern-
ment [sic],” Kim said in a 
statement last week.

On Tuesday, Kim 
claimed to have been on 
Day 14 of his hunger strike, 
though police pegged the 
number at 4, and was 
camped out in a green trail-
er at the entrance in hopes 
he could restore the senior 
center as the manager of 
the garden — or die trying. 

The center previously 
had a contract with the 
city Parks Department to 
run the garden, according 
to Kim, who contends the 
city is currently in breach 
of that contract by replac-
ing with society with its 
GreenThumb initiative.

Parks did not respond 
to questions about the con-
tract, how the senior center 
used the money it charged 
for plots or why Kim was 
still camped out in the 
green trailer, but a spokes-
man did issue a statement.

“The Evergreen Com-
munity Garden was con-
verted to a GreenThumb 
garden earlier this year in 
order to accommodate more 
gardeners and implement a 
standard set of rules,” the 
spokesman said. “As part of 
this transition, a new steer-
ing committee, comprising 
a wide cross-section of the 
garden’s membership, in-
cluding members of Com-
munity Board 7 and profes-
sional Queens Botanical 
Garden staff, was estab-
lished.”

The GreenThumb ini-
tiative provides material 
and programmatic support 
to more than 600 of gardens 
across the city, but Kim 
characterizes its manage-
ment of the garden as ty-
rannical.

“New policies institut-
ed by GreenThumb created 
an atmosphere of terror and 
fear in the garden,” he said 
in a statement, referring to 
the initiative’s decision to 
allow certain gardeners, 
previously banned, from re-
turning to the fertile plots.

But other civic lead-
ers in the area are welcom-
ing the prospect of new 
management and cited a 
long history of complaints 
about the center’s govern-
ing style.

“This group is really 
very barbaric,” said Doro-
thy Woo, president of the 
Holly Civic Association. 
Woo said her office has 
received countless com-
plaints over the years that 
some gardeners had been 
exporting the fruits of their 
labor to organic markets, 
something that is forbidden 
under the garden’s bylaws.

Woo also recalled com-
plaints of some gardeners 
being denied plots, while 
others were intimidated 
and harassed.

Continued from Page 1

Gardener

the aviation industry.”
Animals in transit in 

and out of JFK are current-
ly boarded at the 1.25-acre 
Vetport. When completed, 
the new ARK will span 14.4 
acres and handle roughly 
70,000 animals a year.

The center, which will 
be paid for and built by 
ARK Development LLC, 
will be housed in the vacant 
Building 78 and feature dog 
and cat grooming and ken-
neling services, an aviary, 
a three-day equine quar-

antine area, lawn space 
for animals to stretch their 
legs and a veterinary hos-
pital/rehabilitation center 
for horses and other large 
animals. The PA said no 
animal testing will be done 
at the facility.

The Port Authority 
anticipates it will receive 
more than $108 million in 
rent over the 20-year lease 
and the project will create 
190 jobs, $12.3 million in 
wages and $50.5 million in 
economic activity.

“The Port Authority is 
proud to partner with ARK 
to make air travel at JFK 
more humane for animals 
and convenient for pet 

owners,” Port Authority 
Chairman David Samson 
said. “ARK, our private sec-
tor partner, will invest $32 
million that will result in 
a world-class animal han-
dling facility and establish 
a preeminent equine medi-
cal and surgical practice.”

The Port Authority 
said ARK is in negotiations 
with the veterinary school 
at Cornell University to 
serve as the operator of the 
animal hospital.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Center

ing to new data released by 
the U.S. Census Bureau last 
Thursday.

Despite these setbacks, 
Queens still did not have as 
great a disparity in incomes 
as the city in general.

According to the Amer-
ican Community Survey, 
which measures statistics 
about people, the economy 
and housing throughout 
the country, the top fifth of 
Queens households made 
nearly 15 times more in 
income than did the low-
est fifth in 2011, with the 
top fifth making on aver-
age $168,450 and the lowest 
fifth making $11,448.

That gap between the 
rich and the poor also wid-
ened by about $1,800 since 
2010, when the top fifth of 
households made average 
incomes only 12 times high-
er than the lowest fifth.

In addition, the top 20 
percent of Queens house-
holds were taking home a 
slightly larger share of the 

borough’s overall wealth 
in 2011 than they were the 
year before. In 2011, the top 
fifth made 48 percent of all 
income earned in the bor-
ough, up from 47 percent in 
2010. But the lowest fifth’s 
share of income also dipped 
slightly in 2011 to about 3 
percent.

The census figures for 
Queens, although stark, 
are not quite as grim as 
those for New York City. 
In 2011, the city’s top fifth 
of households made aver-
age incomes of more than 
40 times higher than the 
lowest fifth, a figure also 
slightly higher than in 
2010, when the fifth made 
38 times as much.

In addition, the top 
fifth’s share of the city’s 
income was 57 percent in 
2011, compared to the lower 
fifth’s 2.26 percent, num-
bers that were also shifting 
more to the top fifth’s favor 
since the previous year. The 
top fifth of city households 
made on average $214,441 
more in income than the 
lowest fifth.

But the situation still 
remains dire for Queens’ 

middle and lower classes. 
The median household in-
come in Queens was $53,572 
in 2011, down $3,019 from 
2010. The median earnings 
for workers were also down  
by $1,791 from the previous 
year to $31,054 in 2011.

The poor are also get-
ting poorer in Queens and 
have seen a larger drop in 
income than the city’s poor, 
although the borough still 
did not hit the lows of the 
city’s poor. The average 
income for the lowest fifth 
of Queens households was 
down by $1,109 to $11,448 
since 2010, compared to a 
drop of $463 to $8,844 for the 
same category in the city as 
a whole. But the lowest fifth 
in Queens still outearns 
the lowest fifth in the city 
by an average of more than 
$2,500.

The number of Queens 
families that fell below the 
poverty level in 2011 was 13 
percent and approximately 
116,000 households received 
cash public assistance or 
Food Stamps, both figures 
slightly higher than in 
2010.

Continued from Page 1
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San Ok Kim was on a hunger strike to return management of a 
Flushing community garden to the senior center he represents. 

Photo by Joe Anuta









COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years
69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation on authentic, quality recipes, straight from Germany.

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

1 Liter Oktoberfest 
Steins and 2 Liter 
Boots Available 

Oktober 1st - 4th, and Oktober 8th - 11th
Monday thru Thursday

 7:30 PM Seating $55.00 Per Person
Special Oktoberfest Menu

($20.00 Non-refundable deposit required)

Make Your Reservations Early!


