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Sharpton eulogizes GCP driver
Unarmed man fatally shot after traffi c stop remembered at Corono funeral service

BY REBECCA HENELY

More than 150 mourners, 
many of whom wore National 
Guardsmen uniforms, filled the 
seats and lined the walls at the 
Eternal Love Baptist Church in 
Corona Friday to say goodbye to 
Noel Polanco, a 22-year-old man 
who was shot by a police detective 
during a traffic stop even though 
he was unarmed.

“I just want to say my son was 
an amazing child,” said Polanco’s 
mother Cecilia Reyes during the 
funeral. “He had a great heart.”

Officers in two Emergency 
Service Unit Apprehension Team 
vehicles had seen Polanco Oct. 4 
at around 5:15 a.m. on the Grand 
Central Parkway near Exit 7 in 
East Elmhurst driving erratical-
ly in a black 2012 Honda Fit Hy-
brid, cutting through the vehicles 
and tailgating another car, police 
said.

Officers pulled Polanco over 
and one of them, Detective Has-
san Hamdy, ended up shooting 
Polanco in the stomach, accord-
ing to the NYPD. He died at New 
York Hospital Queens in Flushing 
shortly thereafter, police said.

BY STEVE MOSCO

The 1960s were a decade of 
transition — the political land-
scape shifted dramatically with 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, The Beatles 
took everyone on a magical mys-
tery tour and the Cuban missile 
crisis led many to gravely prepare 
for the end of the world.

On Oct. 26, 1962, just as Ken-
nedy was receiving word of a com-
promise from the Soviet Union 
to end the crisis, six firefighters 
with the FDNY were starting 
their shifts as they had numerous 
times before. They said goodbye 
to loved ones and left to serve the 
city.

Capt. William Russell with 
Engine 325 in Woodside dropped 
his two sons off at a barbershop 
in Wantagh, L.I. One of his sons, 
Peter Russell, recalled saying 
goodbye and telling his father he 
would see him tomorrow.

“Unfortunately, we never did 
see him again,” he said.

Russell’s father was one of 
six firefighters who died that 
night battling a blaze at Sefu Soap 
and Fat Co., at 44-15 56th Road in 

Shop to honor 
fi remen lost in 
Maspeth blaze

NE Queens synagogues
merge as area changes

BY JOE ANUTA
 
If you look closely at the ark inside the 

new Congregation L’Dor V’Dor in Little Neck, 
you will see double the Torahs.

On Sunday, two northeast Queens conser-
vative synagogues celebrated their successful 
merger, a process that has become more com-

Continued on Page 16
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Strawberry’s Sports 

Grill in Douglaston 
opened its doors for the 
last time Sunday, when a 
group of loyal customers 

gathered to watch the New 
York Jets and New York 
Yankees games, ordered 

pizza to compensate for 
the empty kitchen and did 
their part to deplete the eat-
ery’s remaining stockpiles 
of alcohol.

The closure of Straw-
berry’s was just the latest in 
a string of failed operations 
at 42-15 235th St., which has 
hosted numerous establish-

ments over the last few de-
cades.

On Sunday, there was 
no shortage of theories as 
to what went wrong this 
time at the restaurant first 
opened in August 2010 by 
former professional base-
ball player Darryl Straw-

Strawberry’s eatery strikes out

ROOTING FOR THE HOME TEAM

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan accepts a personalized Mets jersey from Michael Simons, dean of St. 
John’s law school. See story on Page 8. Photo by Christina Santucci

Andy McAdam (l.) and Douglaston Chamber 
of Commerce President Joani Emerson 
share some laughs at Strawberry’s. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Manhattan consult-
ing company often tapped 
for city development proj-
ects plays dual roles in 
Queens, having supported 
a nonprofit that advocates 
for the redevelopment of 
Willets Point, but also pre-
paring the study that helps 
determine whether or not 
that development will go 
forward.

AKRF  is a Manhattan-
based environmental con-
sulting firm that operates 
in several states around the 
Eastern Seaboard and spe-
cializes in environmental 
impact statements — stud-
ies on how development 
projects will affect the sur-
rounding area by taking 
into account factors like 
changes to traffic, pollution 
and noise and the character 
of existing neighborhoods.

In New York City, these 
studies are used to inform 
legislative decisions on 
whether to grant approvals 

for projects like the $3 bil-
lion redevelopment in Wil-
lets Point, where private 
developers hope to replace 
the collection of junk yards 
and auto body shops with a 
large, mixed-use develop-
ment.

AKRF is preparing 
the environmental impact 
statement for Willets Point. 
At a Sept. 27 public hearing 
in Corona, Linh Do, senior 
vice president at AKRF, 
walked a crowd  through 
how the statement would 
proceed and solicited in-
put on what the company 
should consider when pre-
paring it.

But AKRF was also 
hired by the Flushing Wil-
lets Point Corona LDC, a 
nonprofit headed by former 
Borough President Claire 
Shulman.

The LDC has received 
state grant money to try 
and revitalize development 
along the Flushing water-
front west of downtown and 
across the Flushing River 

from Willets Point. After a 
bidding process, it selected 
AKRF to lead a team to per-
form environmental con-
sulting and analyze ways 
the redevelopment of the 
area could move forward.

Do also spoke at a June 
meeting in Flushing where 
 she updated the public on 
AKRF’s progress on this 
project.

In a subsequent inter-
view, Do said the projects 
are completely separate, 
since they come from dif-
ferent sources, and that 
they present no conflict 
of interest on the part of 
AKRF, which as an indus-
try leader is constantly jug-
gling multiple projects.

“One doesn’t rely on 
the other,” she said. “They 

acknowledge each other. 
They are part of a longer 
term community planning 
process.”

Do said she is also con-
stantly working on multiple 
projects, and gave both pre-
sentations because she is 
familiar with Queens and 
knows the community.

But according to 2011 
filings with the Internal 
Revenue Service, the Flush-
ing Willets Point Corona 
LDC’s stated mission is to 
“conduct outreach and ob-
tain support for economic 
initiatives in the redevel-
opment of Willets Point, 
Flushing and Corona.”

And on the nonprofit’s 
website, AKRF is listed as 
one of its community sup-
porters under a heading 
that reads: “Thanks to their 
generous support, the LDC 
is able to vigorously pur-
sue exciting development 
initiatives for the greater 
Flushing Willets Point Co-
rona area.”

In 2009, AKRF was a 

sponsor of a gala put on by 
the LDC, according to Nich-
olas Roberts, a project man-
ager at the nonprofit, and 
Do said she volunteers time 
to brief the nonprofit on the 
progress of the Flushing 
waterfront project.

In July, Shulman’s 
LDC was also found to have 
illegally lobbied city leg-
islators by attempting to 
curry favor for the Willets 
Point project while being 
legally barred from doing 
so, according to state Attor-
ney General Eric Schnei-
derman.

But Roberts said the 
LDC has not been involved 
with the Willets Point proj-
ect since it initially was ap-
proved by the City Council 
in 2008, a year before AKRF 
was a gala sponsor.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY REBECCA HENELY

The motorcyclists who 
parked their Harley-David-
sons in front of Queens Bor-
ough Hall last Thursday 
said they want to obey the 
law, but are not sure how.

While standing park-
ing meters that take quar-
ters offer a secure place for 
motorcycles to park, riders 
say there is no place for 
them to secure a Muni-Me-
ter parking receipt where 
it will not potentially be 
blown away or stolen.

Motorcycle enthusi-
asts City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
and state Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-
Jackson Heights) have thus 
proposed legislation ex-
empting motorcycle riders 
from paying Muni-Meters.

More than a dozen mo-
torcycle riders, both men 
and women, came out to 
support the legislation.

“We are not the Sons 

of Anarchy, we are the sons 
and daughters of New York 
City,” Vallone said, refer-
encing the TV show. “This 
is about fairness for mo-
torcycle riders when they 

park.”
DenDekker said his 

inspiration for the legisla-
tion came when he received 
a $65 ticket the previous 
week for failing to display a 

Muni-Meter receipt on his 
motorcycle.

“I’ll be honest. I did not 
buy one,” DenDekker said. 
“I did not buy it because I 
don’t have any place to put 

it.”
A spokesman for the 

city Department of Trans-
portation said it does not 
comment on proposed leg-
islation until it comes to a 
hearing. The DOT’s web-
site, however, recommends 
motorcyclists use clear 
plastic holders that they 
can attach to their bikes 
with a lock. The depart-
ment said these holders can 
be found in what it called 
specialty stores.

DenDekker criticized 
this description as being 
too vague. He suggested the 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles give these to mo-
torcyclists when they regis-
ter every year.

“We need more direc-
tion. We need more infor-
mation,” DenDekker said. 
“The city needs to work 
with us. Not against us.”

John Sessa, director of 
the New York City Harley 
Owners Group and a resi-
dent of College Point, said 

he believed that exempting 
motorcycles from having to 
use the Muni-Meter would 
be a good way to promote 
a form of travel he charac-
terized as environmentally 
friendly. He said his car 
gets 15 miles to the gallon, 
but his motorcycle gets 40 
miles to the gallon.

“It will save gasoline. 
It will save energy,” Sessa 
said.

In response to the 
question of whether car 
drivers would think it un-
fair for motorcyclists to 
be exempt from paying for 
parking while cars would 
need receipts, Vallone said 
he understood.

“But right now it’s not 
fair that motorcycles are 
ticketed when there’s no 
way for them to obey the 
law,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (c.) and state Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (third from l.) said 
they have introduced legislation allowing motorcycles to be able to park without paying the Muni-
Meters. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Linh Do speaks at a hearing about the redevelopment of Willets 
Point.

Motorcyclists should park free: Vallone & Co.

Consultant works for two sides in Willets Pt. project
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY JOE ANUTA

A Whitestone nonprofit held 
a fund-raiser last weekend to pro-
mote its practice of doing quick 
repair projects in the Caribbean 
nation of Haiti, which nearly 
three years after a devastating 
earthquake is still flooded with 
a disconnected array of philan-
thropic organizations, some of 
questionable merit.

From Here to Haiti was 
founded by Haitian-born artist 
Patricia Brintle, who immigrated 
to New York in the late 1960s.

The organization is made 
up of a handful of volunteers and 
raises money for micro-projects 
that can be completed in days.

The nonprofit has only been 
in existence for two years, but al-
ready has an impressive number 
of successes under its belt.

Before the formation of From 
Here to Haiti, Brintle and a group 
raised enough money to repair 
the roof of a church and the struc-
tural beams that supported it in 

the Haitian town of Les Abricots.
“That project was so suc-

cessful that people heard about 
it and they wanted to have us do 
their projects, too,” Brintle said 
Saturday outside Fort Totten, 
where about 30 supporters clad in 
red T-shirts finished their walk 
along the Joe Michaels Mile to 
raise money for other projects 
in the offing, including a $30,000 
church renovation for which the 
nonprofit already has more than 
two-thirds of the funding.

Brintle, along with her hus-
band and about eight other vol-
unteers, then officially formed a 
nonprofit and have repaired oth-
er churches and built latrines for 
schools, two institutions that are 
essential to life in Haiti.

The issue of non-govern-
mental organizations in Haiti 
is a touchy one, according to nu-
merous published reports. The 
number of philanthropic organi-
zations working in the impover-
ished country swelled from 3,000 
before the earthquake to 10,000 af-

ter, according to a report from the 
Washington, D.C., think tank The 
Brookings Institution, although 
estimates vary widely from dif-
ferent sources.

These groups often have a 
singular agenda, do not coordi-
nate with each other and invari-
ably end up duplicating their ef-
forts.

For example, a few months 
ago an NGO called Meds and Food 

for Kids opened a peanut butter 
factory on the island to combat 
malnutrition, professing that the 
operation would be large enough 
to supply the entire country with 
the nutrition-rich paste, accord-
ing to an October report from Na-
tional Public Radio.

Yet shortly afterward an-
other NGO announced it planned 
to open an even larger facility, a 
move that may further the notion 

of self-promotion that tinges mod-
ern philanthropy rather than the 
good of the Haitian people, ac-
cording to NPR.

But Brintle makes an effort 
to avoid some of the pitfalls that 
lead some NGOs on the island to 
having a questionable impact.

First, her band of do-gooders 
is all-volunteer, paying their own 
way to and from the country. Sec-
ond, they buy all their products on 
the local market and recruit Hai-
tian locals to volunteer. In order 
to attract those who care about 
the community, Brintle does not 
divulge that the volunteers will 
be paid until the job is done.

And most importantly, the 
nonprofit chooses feasible proj-
ects both in scope and funding. 
The charity raises between a few 
thousand dollars to tens of thou-
sands of dollars for a project they 
can typically finish in about a 
week or less and then return to 
America, leaving a tangible piece 
of work behind.

Whitestone resident Dr. Stephen Simonetti (r.) walks with his daughter Cassie. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone group lends support to Caribbean nation
Here to Haiti raises money to repair churches, schools in country hit by earthquake three years ago
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ADVERTISEMENT

FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 

THE 2013 

ESTATE TAX LAW 

CHANGES
Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 

Mistakes That Could Cost Your 
Family Everything!

Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 
and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
GLENDALE

Tuesday, October 30, 2012
10:00 A.M. 
Atlas Park

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312

COLLEGE POINT
Tuesday, October 30th, 2012

6:30 P.M.
Cascarinos

14-60 College Pointe Boulevard

DOUGLASTON
Thursday, November 1, 2012

10:00 A.M.  
Giardino

44-37 Douglaston Parkway

EAST ELMHURST
Thursday, November 1, 2012

6:30 P.M.  
Dante

75-07 31st Avenue

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, November 3, 2012

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Community Board 6 
got an earful at its monthly 
meeting last week from 
residents calling foul on a 
local bar’s basketball tour-
naments.

Stephanie Lin, rep-
resenting the Kew Forest 
Neighborhood Association, 
related to the board the 
plight of residents living 
adjacent to Cobblestone’s 
Pub, at 117-18 Queens Blvd. 
in Forest Hills. She said 
residents have been on the 
defensive ever since owner 
Peter Massaro converted a 

parking lot in the bar’s rear 
into a half basketball court 
for nighttime tournaments.

“The noise from these 
games include yelling and 
screaming from the players 
and spectators, the referee’s 
whistle that cuts through 
our neighborhood every 
minute and the incessant 
pounding of the basketball 
against the pavement and 
hoop board,” she said.

Lin also said people 
who attend the games leave 
trash on the sidewalk and 
urinate on garages.

But Massaro, who has 
been in business for 27 

years, said the accusations 
were completely unfound-
ed.

“I’ve met with [City 
Councilwoman] Karen Ko-
slowitz, the community 
board and community af-
fairs at the 112th Precinct,” 
he said. “They told me I am 
in complete compliance 
with the law.”

Massaro said the 
games, which were held 
twice a week until the end of 
the summer, once ran until 
10:30 p.m., but he changed 
that to 8:30 p.m. when com-
plaints started to arise.

“I said if that will 

make them happy, done 
deal,” he said. “This is en-
tertainment for the com-
munity. It’s a good thing. I 
don’t make any money off 
of this.”

Lin represented close 
to 10 other residents who 
also attended the meet-
ing.  But Massaro said if 
he had known that Lin was 
going to speak against the 
basketball tournaments at 
the meeting, he could have 
brought 200 people to speak 
on his behalf.

Massaro also coaches 
CYO basketball at Sacred 
Heart School in Glendale.

This half basketball court is the focus of some residents’ ire in Forest Hills. Photo by Steve Mosco

Bar owner defends hoops
Residents speak at CB 6 against Cobblestone’s Pub basketball court BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
A new boarding home 

for delinquent teenagers 
has recently opened in 
South Ozone Park as part 
of an effort to keep rehabili-
tating youths close to their 
families, but residents who 
live nearby are annoyed 
the program failed to ask 
their views about the loca-
tion of the home before it 
set up shop.

The site opened, at 133-
25 128th St., as part of the 
Close to Home program, 
created through legisla-
tion signed into law by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo in March. 
The program allows young, 
non-violent offenders to 
stay in the city rather than 
go to a juvenile justice cen-
ter upstate.

Wanda Jackson, direc-
tor of social services at SCO 
Family of Services, a non-
profit based in Long Island 
contracted to run the South 

Ozone Park boarding home 
and three others in Queens, 
said the teenagers at the 
facility benefit from being 
near their families and the 
close supervision the pro-
gram provides.

“The main problem 
[the children] were facing 
before is a lack of struc-
ture that we know families 
and kids need in this day 
and age to be successful,” 
she said. “One of the main 
things that we’re ensuring 
is that the family is actively 
involved.”

She said when families 
are active participants in 
the rehabilitation process, 
it helps kids make better 
decisions to not be involved 
with the activities that got 
them into trouble in the 
first place. One out of 10 
children using Close to 
Home’s approach are rear-
rested, compared to eight 
out of 10 with other ap-
proaches, she said.

Group home site irks
S. Ozone neighbors

A boarding home for youths in the juvenile justice system has 
opened on 128th Street in South Ozone Park. The home will allow 
the teens to be close to their families and community rather than 
going to a facility upstate. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens last week  was 

once again in the forefront 
on the debate over stop-and-
frisk, but this time the heat-
ed words were not ringing 
out from the streets of Ja-
maica or Jackson Heights, 
but from City Hall.

The City Council’s 
nine-member Public Safety 
Committee, which counts 
four borough legislators 
among its ranks, held the 
first of three public hear-
ings on four bills aimed at 
reforming the NYPD’s con-
troversial practice.

The bills are spon-
sored by eight borough 
members, including three 
from southeast Queens, 
where the 103rd Precinct 
ranked eighth in the city 
 for the number of stops 
last year, and three from 
western Queens, where the 
115th ranked third.

The bills are opposed, 
however, by committee 
Chairman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria), who at one 
point during the six-hour 
hearing Oct. 10 was ac-
cused of not being able to 
empathize with the targets 
of stop-and-frisk, who are 
predominantly black and 
Hispanic.

“If his father were an 
88-year-old man who’s be-
ing pulled over and being 
called a ‘boy’ and fitting a 
description, then it would 
be different,” said Council-
woman Helen Foster (D-
Bronx), who is black.

Vallone is white, as is 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly. Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
attended the meeting and 
he said he believes the 
city’s leaders would view 
the controversial practice 
differently if they were mi-
norities.

“There is a lack of un-
derstanding by folk  that 
don’t have the same issues 
or know how pervasive the 
problem really is,” he said.

The four bills, known 
collectively as the Commu-
nity Safety Act,  were de-
signed to reform the Police 
Department practice that 
a New York Civil Liberties 
Union report  earlier this 
year showed has expanded 
dramatically under the 
Bloomberg administration 
and resulted in a dispropor-
tionate number of innocent 
young black and Hispanic 
men being stopped.

The first would require 
an officer to obtain con-
sent before performing a 
search, and another would 
require officers to iden-
tify themselves and give a 
reason for a stop. Another 
would give the courts more 
teeth to enforce the city’s 
existing bias-based profil-
ing law, and the last would 
create an inspector general 
to oversee the NYPD.

Though neither the 
mayor nor the commis-
sioner attended the meet-
ing, Bloomberg’s attorney 
testified that all four bills 
were outside the Council’s 

authority to manage the Po-
lice Department.

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) said the 
bills were not perfect, but a 
good start.

“I think these bills 
have started a dialogue and 
a conversation,” he said. 
Something needs to hap-
pen.”

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Lau-
relton) said he believed 
Bloomberg and Kelly had 
painted themselves into a 
corner by defending stop-
and-frisk for so long, and 
that it was unlikely they 
would cooperate in reform-
ing it.

“The beauty is they 
are but two. On the City 
Council, there are 51 in to-
tal,” he said.

After the hearing, the 
bills appear to have picked 
up another sponsor.

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), the 
ranking Republican on 
the committee, decided he 
would sponsor the bills af-
ter the hearing concluded.

A Halloran spokesman 
said the councilman was 
not a “blind supporter” of 
the bills, but did favor parts 
of them, in particular the 
inspector general.

“He wants to have 
some influence and input 
before  it comes up before a 
vote,” the spokesman said.

Comrie will host a 
public hearing on stop-and-
frisk Oct. 24 at York College 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

The Rev. Al Sharpton (c.) walks with thousands along Fifth Avenue in June during a silent march to 
end stop-and-frisk. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Boro’s lawmakers divided
over stop-and-frisk bills
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Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
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 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Elena Kagan told an 
audience of about 150 peo-
ple at St. John’s University 
Monday that when it comes 
to her and her colleagues, 
there are some fundamen-
tal differences.

“Justice [Sonia] Soto-
mayor, you know, is a Yan-
kees fan,” said Kagan, who 
unlike her Bronx-born fel-
low judge roots for the New 
York Mets.

Kagan, an Upper West 
Side native who was nomi-
nated to America’s highest 
court by President Barack 
Obama in 2010, gave a chat-
ty talk interspersed with 
jokes in the moot court-
room of the university, at 
80-00 Utopia Pkwy. in Fresh 
Meadows. She answered 
questions from moderator 
Michael Simons, dean of 
the law school, and audi-

ence members both about 
her time on the court and 
her previous portfolios 
as dean of Harvard Law 
School and solicitor general 
of the United States.

The daughter of a law-
yer, Kagan said she went to 
law school for want of any-
thing better to do, but when 
she got there, she loved it 
immediately. After gradu-
ating from Harvard Law 
School in 1986, she has held 
multiple jobs in the fields 
of law and legal education. 
She said in many of her 
professional positions, es-
pecially as dean of Harvard 
Law, she had to develop new 
skill sets on the job.

“One fun thing about 
a job is how much learning 
you can do,” Kagan said.

Her most recent job 
before becoming a Su-
preme Court justice was 
as the first female solicitor 
general, which represents 

the federal government in 
cases before the Supreme 
Court. Through the advice 
of many superlative law-
yers working in the office, 
she learned about the great 
preparation needed to pres-
ent cases to the court. She 
said the justices expect 

questions to be answered 
within two minutes and 
that many of these ques-
tions follow within quick 
succession.

“Most of the best oral 
advocates are not surprised 
by anything,” Kagan said.

Now that she is on the 

other side of the bench, Ka-
gan said she makes an ef-
fort to ask questions about 
what she does not under-
stand about the lawyer’s ar-
gument and any potential 
holes. She said those who 
appear before the Supreme 
Court should welcome the 
opportunity to address 
those issues.

“I’m giving the lawyer 
another opportunity to per-
suade me,” she said. “Really 
good lawyers have to show 
that they have answers to 
those hard questions.”

When asked about the 
divisions among the Su-
preme Court, Kagan said 
that while there are some 
disagreements, the extent 
to which the court is split 
has been over-simplified. 
She said the court sees 
about 70 cases a year, and 
while many of the decisions 
are unanimous, the 10 to 15 
that are the most conten-

tious get the most press at-
tention.

“Some of those cases 
are the most important that 
the court has to hear,” she 
conceded.

Nevertheless, Kagan 
said the court in essence 
is collegial. They meet 
for lunch multiple times a 
month to talk about any-
thing that is not related to 
their cases, including chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
baseball.

“We actually all like 
each other an enormous 
amount and get along with 
each other extremely well,” 
Kagan said.

As a parting gift, mod-
erator Simons gave her a 
Mets jersey and a baseball 
signed with a personalized 
message by Ray Knight, the 
most valuable player when 
the Mets won the World Se-
ries in 1986.

Justice Kagan brings her love of Mets to St. John’s
 Member of nation’s highest court retraces career path in witty conversation with audience of 150

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan discusses her career from 
law school to America’s highest court at St. John’s University. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND 
KAREN FRANTZ

Families and friends 
of a South Ozone Park teen, 
one of four Queens youths 
killed in a car crash in 
Long Island on Columbus 
Day, gathered at S.J. Ro-
manelli Funeral Home at 
114-30 Rockaway Blvd. for 
his service Friday.

Friends described 
18-year-old Peter Kanhai as 
a boy who loved to play bas-
ketball and had an on-point 
jump shot, adored the Bos-
ton Celtics and liked pizza 
and going to eat at Romeo’s 
Pizzeria, at Lefferts and 
Rockaway boulevards.

One friend, Moham-
mad, 18, said he was friends 
with Kanhai in middle 
school. When asked what 
he would remember about 
his friend, Mohammad 
said, “The smile he left be-
hind. It’s crazy that under 
the circumstances he’s still 
got a smile on his face.”

Kanhai attended John 
Adams High School and 
had started at Queensbor-
ough  Community College 
in January.

He and Christopher 
Khan, 18, Neil Rajapa, 17, 

and Darian Ramnarine, 
18, died instantly after the 
car they were in careened 
off the Southern State 
Parkway in Hempstead, 
L.I., and crashed into some 
trees early on the morning 
of Oct. 8., police said. Khan 
and Rajapa were also from 
South Ozone Park and Ram-
narine was from Jamaica.

The Associated Press 
reported the crash split the 
car in half, and the authori-
ties said all the occupants 
were ejected from the car.

The young driver, 
17-year-old Joseph Beer of 
South Richmond Hill, had a 
learner’s permit but did not 
have a license, police said. 
Beer suffered a broken 
sternum and was taken to 
Winthrop Hospital on Long 
Island, police said. He was 
released Oct. 9, according 
to NBC New York.

Nassau County Dis-
trict Attorney Kathleen 
Rice said last week it was 
premature to discuss po-
tential criminal charges 
against Beer.

“I know there is a great 
deal of speculation about 
the causes of this tragedy, 
but we simply do not know 
the precise factors that led 

to the crash,” Rice said in a 
prepared statement.

She said blood from 
Beer was sent to a lab to be 
screened for alcohol and 
drugs and the results will 
most likely take a while be-
fore they are available.

She also said her office 
has reached out to Subaru, 
the maker of the 2012 Impr-
ezza that Beer was driving, 
to see if the car had a black 
box that would have data 
about how fast it was going 
at the time of the crash.

Friends and support-
ers of Beer ran a petition 
on change.org,  an online 
platform for creating peti-
tions, pleading that poten-
tial charges against him 
be dismissed. The petition 
contends Beer was not in-
tentionally trying to hurt 
anyone and he is already 
being punished with the 
death of his four close 
friends.

“Joseph has suffered 
not only physical injuries, 
but mental and emotional 
ones that cannot be healed,” 
the petition says.

Friends of Kanhai 
said people should take the 
crash as a lesson to be care-
ful about driving fast cars.

Loved ones congregate outside the funeral for Peter Kanhai (inset), one of four teenagers killed in a 
car crash on the Southern State Parkway on Columbus Day. Photo by Nat Valentine

South Ozone Pk. mourns
teen killed in LI car crash
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managing the money you have. 

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
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 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s not about how much money you make. 

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

www.gyroworldnyc.com
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
The Queens County 

Farm Museum board re-
cently voted unanimously 
to maintain Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery, the centuries-old 
burial ground where sever-
al of Queens’ first settlers 
are interred, but would not 
be able to carry out the plan 
unless the property chang-
es owners, Museum Presi-
dent James Trent said.

Trent said upkeep 
for the small lot on 182nd 
Street near the intersec-
tion of 73rd Avenue would 
be minimal, including 
keeping liter out, remov-
ing trees, shoveling snow 
on the sidewalk and cutting 
the grass between the curb 
and the fence – activities 
that would come at just a 
small cost to the museum.

He said otherwise the 
shared vision for the cem-
etery among a community 
of preservationists is for 
Brinckerhoff to remain 
largely as it is today, includ-
ing missing headstones, 
except for perhaps the addi-
tion of a plaque or sign de-
tailing the burial ground’s 
history.

“The committee does 
not want the cemetery 
changed or altered,” he said, 
referring to the Brincker-
hoff Memorial Committee, 
a group of preservationists 
that had been involved in 
the fight to have the cem-
etery landmarked.

The cemetery as it 
stands now is neglected, 

with overgrown grass and 
the tombstones are long 
since gone, either sunken 
into the ground or stolen.

Trent said the board 
took up the issue because of 
the connection between the 
museum and the cemetery. 
Several members of the 
Adriance family, who start-
ed what is now the Queens 
County Farm Museum, are 
buried in Brinckerhoff.

Originally the muse-
um had been considering 
taking steps to acquire the 
property, Trent said, but 
decided it did not want to 
take on the cost.

But despite the vote 

to maintain the site, Trent 
said the future upkeep of 
the cemetery by the Queens 
County Farm Museum is 
not a done deal.

Although the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission recently voted 
unanimously to designate 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
as a landmark, protecting 
the burial ground from de-
velopment, the land is still 
owned by Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing Inc., which before the 
LPC vote had been arguing 
it should be free to develop 
the land. 

We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday – Friday 3:30pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm – 10:00pm
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OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
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Farm Museum holds vote 
to preserve Brinckerhoff

The Queens County Farm Museum recently voted to maintain Brinckerhoff Cemetery, but it would not 
be able to carry through with the plan unless the current owner sells the property.



14
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

21
, 2

01
2  

  •
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

Veterans Town Hall
Sponsored by 

Congressman Bob Turner

A forum to directly communicate with and 
inform veterans about benefi t related issues.

Wednesday, October 24th, 7:00 P.M.

American Legion Post 1424
107-15 Metropolitan Ave
Forest Hills, Queens 11375

When:

Where:

BY PHIL CORSO

A Long Island-based 
advocacy group has ap-
pealed a state consent or-
der that would allow more 
nitrogen dumping into the 
Long Island Sound, which 
connects to Little Bay in 
Little Neck, with potential 
to kill underwater wildlife 
and affect the surrounding 
ecosystem.

Save the Sound, a pro-
gram of the Connecticut 
Fund for the Environment, 
has filed an appeal with 
State Supreme Court in 
Nassau County against a 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
consent order that allows 
the sewage district in Great 
Neck, L.I., to increase ni-
trogen dumping into Long 
Island Sound.

The consent order, 
which the state DEC signed 
with the treatment plant 

operators in May, would al-
low the Great Neck Water 
Pollution Control District 
to increase its nitrogen 
dumping limit into the wa-
ter from the current 238 
pounds each day to 653.

“NYSDEC’s decision 
to let Great Neck Water 
Pollution Control District 
increase its nitrogen dis-
charge runs counter to the 
Clean Water Act and hurts 
the health of Long Island 
Sound,” said Leah Schmalz, 
director of legislative and 
legal affairs for Save the 
Sound.

The state DEC and 
Great Neck Water Pollution 
Control District did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

According to Schmalz , 
the dumping of nitrogen 
contributes to hypoxia — 
or low levels of oxygen un-
derwater — in Long Island 
Sound. Oxygen depletion 

forces fish to find health-
ier waters in order to live, 
threatening both the lives 
of aquatic and land ani-
mals in the ecosystem. The 
water near the Great Neck 
dumping site connects to 
Little Bay, which touches 
coastlines in Little Neck 
and other parts of northern 
Queens.

“This past summer, 
we witnessed some of the 
worst hypoxic conditions 
since the region started 
measuring hypoxia in 1991. 
Portions of western Long Is-
land Sound flanked by Long 
Island and Westchester con-
tained almost no oxygen,” 
Schmalz said. “We are fast 
approaching the 2014 dead-
line to clean up this dead 
zone, and the practice of 
relaxing sewage treatment 
plant nitrogen limits will 
not get us there.”

Environmental group seeks 
end to Little Bay dumping
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M Maspeth, when a brick wall 
came crashing down on 
them.

Killed in the line of 
duty that night with Rus-
sell, 43, were Firefighters 
Richard Andrews, 25, of 
Jamaica; James Marino, 
29, of Corona; Richard 
Gifford, 24, of Bellerose; 
George Zahn, 25, of Jackson 
Heights; and Francis Egan, 
29, of Merrick, L.I.

That weekend, the 
missile crisis dominated 
the headlines. Aside from 
front page stories in the lo-
cal daily papers, the loss of 
six of the city’s Bravest was 
relegated to sidebars, snip-
pets and news briefs.

Fast-forward close 
to five decades after that 
night. Marc Eberle, general 
manager of VIP Auto Body, 
which stands on the same 
piece of land where the fire 
burned, was beginning 
renovations with the shop’s 
owner, Peter Keane.

First, they found 
charred wood, then fur-
ther excavations revealed 
a long-abandoned elevator 
shaft with more debris and 
evidence of a fire.

“When Peter bought 
the building, they told him 
something had happened 
here, but we never knew 
the extent,” said Eberle. 
“We decided to do some re-
search.”

A friend of Keane’s 
with the FDNY helped 
piece together the 50-year-
old mystery.

The first firefighters 
had arrived at the Sefu 
Soap and Fat Co. at about 9 
p.m. — the rendered fat and 
soap inside the two-story 
building had created huge 
flames, thick smoke and in-
tense heat. It was declared 
a four-alarm blaze and the 
Bravest got it under con-
trol by 10:30 p.m. As crews 
were working inside of the 
gutted building, part of the 
second floor came crashing 
down, causing a brick wall 
to collapse on the firefight-
ers.

“Losing six firefight-
ers at once is a major news 
event, but with the missile 
crisis these men did not get 
the acknowledgment they 
deserved,” said Eberle. “We 
decided that these men de-
served some kind of memo-
rial.”

So on Oct. 26, 2012, at 1 
p.m., 50 years to the day of 
the Maspeth fire, a memo-
rial service will be held at 

VIP Auto and a plaque will 
be placed on the grounds 
commemorating the six 
men and their sacrifice.

Many of their surviv-
ing comrades and relatives 
are expected to attend, in-
cluding Peter Russell, who 
said the memories of that 
night still burn vivid and 
bright.

“I remember coming 
downstairs and the living 
room was filled with fire-
men,” recalled Russell, who 
was 15 and had to break the 
news to his younger broth-
er and sisters. “That night 
I stayed in the TV room, 
which was next to my par-
ents’ room. I could hear my 
mom crying, I went in and 
held her in my arms. She 
asked me what she was go-
ing to do now that Dad is 
gone. That’s a big question 
when you’re 15.”

Eberle said memorial-
izing the men honors all 
firefighters who run into 
burning buildings while 
everyone else is running 
out. But more specifically, 
it is meant to honor the 
families, the men and the 
day their world ended in 
crisis.

“This is really a minor 
thing, but we feel it’s the 
right thing to do,” he said.

Continued from Page 1
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No weapon was found 
in the car, the DA said.

Polanco was a Nation-
al Guard Reserves member 
who worked at Paragon 
Honda in Woodside during 
the day and the Ice Lounge 
in Astoria at night as a hoo-
kah maker and seller. He 
was also a member of the 
Center of Attention Auto 
Club and a tattoo artist.

Members of both his 
National Guard company 
and the auto club came 
to the funeral, held at the 
church at 54-07 99th St., 
along with friends and fam-
ily members. Minister and 
activist the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton, who walked with Reyes 
into the church, gave an ex-
tensive eulogy calling for 
Hamdy’s prosecution.

“When you saw him, 
you saw a suspect instead 
of a sergeant,” Sharpton 
said. “We need to stop this 

reckless disregard for hu-
man life.”

Philip Karasyk, of 
Karasyk & Moschella LLP, 
who is representing Hamdy, 
said Polanco had refused 
the officers’ orders multiple 
times and that Hamdy had 
observed what he believed 
was Polanco reaching down 
for a weapon.

“Police officers oper-
ate on an offending scale of 
threat,” Karasyk said.

Diane DeFerrari, 
who was in Polanco’s car 
and witnessed the shoot-
ing, said Polanco had kept 
his hands on the steering 
wheel.

Reyes had met with 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown the day 
before with her attorneys, 
Sanford Rubenstein and 
Michael Hardy. She told a 
news conference in front 
of Queens Criminal Court 
that she believed she would 
get “justice” for her son’s 
death.

Brown said in a state-
ment that he told Reyes and 

her attorneys during their 
meeting that his office was 
looking into the incident 
based on the facts and the 
law.

“I assured them that 
our investigation is active 
and ongoing, and that it 
will be completed as expedi-
tiously as possible,” Brown 
said. “I pointed out, howev-
er, that the investigation is 
still in its early stages.”

Hardy said Reyes, the 
Polanco family and DeFer-
rari would cooperate with 
the investigation and that 
he expected a grand jury to 
rule in Reyes’ favor.

“No person in this bor-
ough should be subjected to 
a wrongful death,” Hardy 
said.

Karasyk said he and 
his client were “ready and 
willing” to cooperate with 
the DA.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

mon over the past decade 
and that prominent mem-
bers of the hybrid congre-
gation contend will become 
essential to survive as the 
borough’s demographics 
continue to shift. But reli-
gious ideologies do not al-
ways align perfectly.

“The Jewish demo-
graphic in northeast 
Queens is such that new 
families are not moving 
in,” said Rabbi Gordon 
Yaffe, who was previously 
the rabbi of the Little Neck 
Jewish Center, but now 
presides over both his old 
congregation, at 49-10 Little 
Neck Pkwy., and that of the 
former Oakland Jewish 
Center, which was in Bay-
side.

The congregation’s 
new name means “from 
generation to generation,” 
and the faithful from both 
synagogues hope the merg-
er will create a thriving 
Jewish community with 
the 300 families now wor-
shipping under the same 

roof. But that number is 
down considerably from the 
Little Neck Jewish Center’s 
heyday. In the 1980s, about 
900 families worshipped at 
the synagogue, according 
to Yaffe.

The Jewish popula-
tion in northeast Queens 
is shrinking as the Asian-
American population is 
booming, according to the 
2010 U.S. census.

About two years ago, 
the board at the Oakland 
Jewish Center saw that 
dwindling attendance 
meant it would not be able 
to survive on its own much 
longer, so it went shopping 
for another synagogue to 
team up with — a process 
one member likened to dat-
ing.

“We wanted a place 
where we felt comfortable,” 
said Bob Stern, former 
president of the Oakland 
Jewish Center and now co-
president of L’Dor V’Dor. 
“We didn’t want our history 
or tradition to be lost.”

After courting several 
congregations, the board 
decided Yaffe, the forward-
thinking rabbi in Little 
Neck, and his team were 

the best fit — although it 
was not a perfect fit.

For instance, men and 
women in Yaffe’s congrega-
tion performed the same 
duties, which was a pro-
gressive step for the faith-
ful from the Bayside cen-
ter, where men had a more 
prominent role in religious 
life.

“This was a step for-
ward,” Stern said. “It’s been 
well-received.”

The Bayside crowd 
also had memorial plaques 
that needed to be moved to 
the Little Neck synagogue, 
and with the infusion of 
money from their dues, 
they wanted to ensure el-
derly members were pro-
vided with transportation 
to and from the synagogue.

For Yaffe, it was a 
chance to build on an in-
fusion of energy into the 
synagogue and took care of 
more practical matters as 
well.

“From our perspec-
tive, if we were going to 
sustain ourselves and look 
to the future, we needed a 
broader financial base,” he 
said.

berry.
The slightly raucous 

atmosphere inside the bar 
had a wistful edge, like 
the tavern was hosting its 
own wake. Employees of 
the now-defunct pub drank 
together in a corner booth, 
while locals lamented the 
loss of yet another watering 
hole just off the Douglaston 
Long Island Rail Road stop.

“It won’t be the same,” 
said Andy McAdam, who 
was there with his wife and 
grown daughters.

The bar played a cru-
cial role at the end of 235th 
Street, functioning as both 
a highly rated restaurant 
and a down-to-earth loca-
tion where neighbors could 
catch their hometown 
team.

“Everyone here is a 
Mets or Jets fan,” McAdam 
said, which made it nice 
since not only was Darryl 
Strawberry a former New 
York Met, but his old team-
mates would also stop by for 
a meal and sign autographs 
for star-struck diners.

But the real star of 
the business was Darryl’s 
brother, Michael Strawber-
ry, who was the face of the 
restaurant and a personal 
friend of many who fre-
quented the bar, according 
to McAdam.

Joani Emerson, presi-
dent of the Douglaston 
Chamber of Commerce, 
echoed McAdam’s assess-
ment of Strawberry.

“Michael Strawberry 
has been a leader in the 
community and we’re all 
really sad to see this place 
go,” she said, adding that 
Strawberry organized 
charity events and partici-
pated in festivals.

Michael Strawberry 
sat nearby, stoic behind the 
cash register, his expres-
sion clashing with the fes-
tive green Jets beads and 
jersey he was wearing.

“There’s nothing to 
say,” he told TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

But residents had 
plenty of theories as to why 
yet another business was 
shuttered at the sleepy cul-
de-sac near the LIRR. The 
location once housed a bar 
called The Weeping Beech 

beginning in the 1970s. 
In the 1990s, the name 
changed to F. Scott’s, which 
lasted for about 10 years, ac-
cording to residents. Then 
the name changed to B.K. 
Sweeney’s for a few more 
years before it became a 
George Martin steak house 
and then Michael’s Chop 
House, which only lasted 
for a few months.

“I think this place is 
cursed,” said one longtime 
resident, who was sipping a 
glass of an exotic whiskey.

Other theories includ-
ed a lack of foot traffic, high 
rent and rising prices cou-
pled with a bad economy.

Flip Arbelaez, who 
works for Southern Hospi-
tality Group, a partial own-
er of the eatery, said that 
constant marketing was 
needed to draw customers. 
He added Darryl Straw-
berry began focusing more 
on being a minister in the 
Christian church, which 
might not have aligned well 
with owning a bar.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Gift Certifi cates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

 Over 1,000 German 

Imported Products & A Full 

Butcher Department with 

BBQ Specialties. 

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate


