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BY PHIL CORSO

A 26-year-old Oakland Gar-
dens man finally returned home 
Monday night after being strand-
ed in Europe for 22 days by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity and U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, which said he was 
on their no-fly list.

Around 9 p.m. Monday night, 
Samir Suljovic, who was born 
and raised in Oakland Gardens, 
arrived in New York at Penn Sta-
tion to cap off a nearly monthlong 
journey back home after he ini-
tially boarded a flight to Monte-
negro to visit family and friends.

When he tried to return 
home Oct. 1, airline agents in 
Austria said DHS and Customs 
had asked foreign authorities to 
prevent him from boarding his 
flight, according to the Council 
on American-Islamic relations, a 
Muslim civil liberties and advo-
cacy group.

“What Samir thought would 
be a nice vacation to visit friends 
in Montenegro has turned into a 
nightmare for him and his moth-
er,” the group said in a public call 

Oak Gdns man 
on no-fl y list 

now back home

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS
Albina Tatlybaeva of Long Island City adjusts a hat on her dog Benji’s head as the pup is held by Junenoir Mitchell 
of Kiki Pet Photography. Benji’s gangster outfit took home the top prize in the canine costume contest the Socrates 
Sculpture Park’s Halloween Festival.  See more photos on Page 14. Photo by Christina SantucciContinued on Page 16

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A friend of two Queens men 
who perished Saturday after 

their small plane crashed in a 
Long Island inlet said they died 
following their passion.

“They were doing what 

they loved,” said Susan Spadaro, 
whose family owns Spadaro Air-
port, where the men had flown 
out of before the accident. “How 

many of us can actually say we 
get to do what we love to do?”

According to the Suffolk 
County Police Department, An-
drew Messana, 72, of Bayside, 
and Cyril McLavin, 51, of Fresh 
Meadows, died when their single-
engine Globe Swift plane crashed 
in the Moriches Inlet near Fire 
Island around 3 p.m. It was not 
clear yet what caused the crash.

Several people said both 
men were experienced pilots 
with several years under their 
belts, had often flown together 
and flying conditions were excel-
lent that day. McLavin had also 
won awards in Ireland for spot 
landing, which measures land-
ing accuracy.

McLavin was licensed by the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
as a private pilot for a single en-
gine airplane and Messana was 
certified as a student pilot.

The morning of the crash 
the men attended a Young Eagles 
program at Brookhaven Calabro 
Airport that fostered aviation 
appreciation in children. The 
event was sponsored by the Ex-
perimental Aircraft Association, 
the Long Island chapter of which 

Boro pilots die in LI plane crash
Bayside doctor, Fresh Meadows handyman killed when aircraft plunges into inlet

Continued on Page 16

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Community members claimed victory last 

week after a long fight to stop construction of 
a “hot-sheet motel” near Springfield Gardens 
High School reached a conclusion they said 
was much more appropriate for the neighbor-
hood. 

Continued on Page 16

BY REBECCA HENELY

The principal of a Long 
Island City high school was 
booted after investigators 
found she made discrimi-
natory remarks, rigged her 
school’s parent surveys and 
hid a student who brought 
a knife to school from the 
police, according to city 

Department of Education 
documents.

Nancy Casella, a For-
est Hills resident who head-
ed Information Technology 
High School, at 21-16 44th 
Road, handed in her res-
ignation Oct. 9. The DOE’s 
office of equal opportunity 
and its office of special in-
vestigations both released 

reports in 2011 alleging 
misconduct on the part of 
Casella. The principal, who 
had tenure, was making 
$152,149 a year.

Casella, who is in her 
50s, could not be reached 
for comment.

An August 2011 report 
from the equal opportu-

Nancy Casella, principal of Information 
Technology High School in Long Island City, 
was asked to resign after two investigations 
into misconduct. Photo by Christina Santucci Continued on Page 16

Principal axed after making slursActivists laud end 
of hot sheets motel
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USTA makes case for center’s expansion
Tennis director draws distinction between association’s plans and other Queens parkland projects 

BY JOE ANUTA

The United States Ten-
nis Association hopes to 
expand its Queens facility 
by less than an acre into 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, but is seeking to dis-
tance itself from other con-
tentious projects planned 
for the borough’s largest 
greenspace.

The Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center is 
currently a 42.6-acre site 
that hosts the annual US 
Open, which nets the city 
nearly $800 billion in eco-
nomic benefits, according 
to the USTA, including 
a yearly rent payment of 
about $250 million.

The association is cur-
rently in the process of try-
ing to acquire 0.68 acres 
of parkland and include it 
in its lease, which would 
basically take the space 
occupied by three lanes of 
an internal roadway and 
pedestrian path used by 

the city Parks Department 
and parkgoers, which runs 
along the tennis center’s 
southern border.

Development in the 
park has come under in-
creasing scrutiny in the 
last few months, with the 
news that the Willets Point 
redevelopment project 
would place a mall on what 
is technically parkland  — 
now a Citi Field parking lot 
— and the proposed Major 
League Soccer stadium in 
place of a nearby fountain.

“I think it is important 
for us not to be confused 
with those other projects,” 
said Dan Zausner, manag-
ing director of the National 
Tennis Center. “We have a 
very strong proven track 
record.”

Zausner recently sat 
down with TimesLedger 
Newspapers to discuss the 
rising prominence of ten-
nis across the world, the 
need for New York City to 
remain competitive in a 

global market and to tout 
the benefits afforded to 
Queens by having the ten-
nis center in its midst.

USTA hopes to move its 
Grandstand stadium from 
the northeast corner of the 
park to the southwest, and 
shift a set of practice courts 
along the southern edge 
even farther south by about 
30 feet, both to facilitate 
foot traffic flow.

It also wants to reno-
vate the Louis Armstrong 
Stadium and build a view-
ing platform between two 
sets of courts. In total, 
the renovations would en-
able an extra 10,000 visi-
tors a day to attend the US 
Open for the entirety of the 
roughly two-week event.  
The renovation plans would 
take place within center’s 
existing footprint and the 

sliver added to the bottom. 
And according to Zaus-

ner, those renovations are 
crucial for the USTA to keep 
up with other high-profile 
tennis events like Wimble-
don and the Australia and 
French opens, which have 
spent a combined $1 billion 
in recent improvements.

But cities like Abu 
Dhabi, Madrid and Shang-
hai are also building facili-
ties that will put them on 
par with the current grand 
slam venues.

“In five to 10 years, it’s 
not unthinkable that a play-
er could choose between 
playing in some tourna-
ment much closer to home 
and getting paid much more 
of a guarantee than having 
to come to New York and 
work his way through two 
weeks of matches to get to 
that final round and make 
the big payday,” Zausner 
said. “These are real legiti-
mate concerns for us.”

But the USTA is aware 

of space constraints, Zaus-
ner said, meaning it would 
not be feasible to seek ex-
pansion any further in the 
future.

It hopes to finish the 
approval process to acquire 
the sliver of parkland by 
the latter part of 2014 and in 
the process would have to 
relocate a park road that is 
used to funnel traffic to the 
Grand Central Parkway af-
ter New York Mets games.

While protesters have 
spoken out against the 
other developments in the 
area, Zausner points to the 
fact that the USTA not only 
opens its facilities to the 
public year round when the 
Open is not in session, but 
provides tennis program-
ming for the area’s youth 
and hosts all manner of 
tournaments throughout 
the year, in addition to 
serving as home court for 
college athletic programs.

Dan Zausner and Alice McGillion, of the United States Tennis 
Association, discuss outreach to the community and planned ren-
ovations to their Queens facility. Photo by Christina Santucci

Floating Hospital gets funds under Obamacare
BY PHIL CORSO

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) shouted 
when she got her first look 
at The Floating Hospital’s 
new community health cen-
ter in Long Island City.

“Whew! It looks great,” 
Maloney said as she took a 
guided tour of the new facil-
ity. “Now residents here are 
going to get the kind of per-
sonal care they deserve.”

Maloney joined other 
Queens lawmakers and 
Queensbridge Houses 
residents Friday at a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to 
unveil a $920,833 federal 
grant check — the first in-
stallment made possible 
through the landmark 
Affordable Care Act. The 
clinic was the only feder-
ally qualified community 

health center to sit on New 
York City Housing Author-
ity property, Maloney said.

“This is a very spe-
cial day — not just because 
Queensbridge residents 
will have access to first-rate 
health care by The Floating 
Hospital right in their own 
backyard, but because this 
health clinic is the first of 
its kind at a NYCHA de-
velopment,” Maloney said. 
“This is the largest grant 
of its kind being given in 
Region 2, which includes 
all of New York state — and 
it’s entirely fitting that it’s 
funding a clinic at Queens-
bridge Houses, the largest 
public housing develop-
ment in the nation.”

According to Maloney, 
the life-size check repre-
sented the first installment 
of $920,833, representing 

17 months of funding. The 
clinic, she said, will also 
benefit from annual federal 
grants of $650,000 through 
2016 and potentially more 
down the road.

Joining Maloney in 
the ribbon-cutting and pre-

sentation of the check were 
state Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) and City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).

“These federal funds, 
together with the $200,000 

capital grant which I se-
cured for the clinic through 
the Assembly’s Community 
Capital Assistance Pro-
gram, will support very 
necessary renovations,” 
Nolan said. “These capital 
improvements will go a long 
way to improving the qual-
ity of life for all residents in 
Queensbridge, Ravenswood 
and Astoria Houses.”

Sean Granahan, presi-
dent of The Floating House, 
said the grant was made 
possible with boroughwide 
teamwork so thousands of 
patients could receive qual-
ity service at the facility.

“The Floating Hospi-
tal has long been fortunate 
to have a women’s rights 
champion like Congress-
woman Carolyn Maloney 
as a friend,” Granahan 
said. “Today, with her help, 

as well as the dogged efforts 
of Jimmy Van Bramer and 
Cathy Nolan, The Float-
ing House opens another 
chapter in its efforts to 
reach New York City’s un-
deserved and most vulner-
able populations.”

The Floating Hospital, 
at 10-29 41st Ave., provides 
primary health, dental and 
mental health care to more 
than 20,000 individuals an-
nually, according to the 
hospital. Maloney said the 
new facility, funded in part 
by grants secured by the 
elected officials in atten-
dance, will allow the hos-
pital to remain sustainable 
for years to come.

“They are no longer 
floating,” Maloney said at 
the Friday morning press 
conference. “They are 
grounded.”

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (third from r.) holds a check for more than 
$920,000 addressed to The Floating Hospital in Long Island City 
alongside lawmakers and hospital officials. The money comes as 
the first of several installments made possible by the Affordable 
Care Act. Photo by Phil Corso
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

BY REBECCA HENELY

Manufacturing indus-
tries have become increas-
ingly scarce in Queens and 
the city, but Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
are hoping that Dutch 3-D 
printing company Shape-
ways’ recent move to Long 
Island City will usher in a 
new era.

“Technology like this 
is going to allow us to bring 
a lot of manufacturing back 
to the country,” said EDC 
President Seth Pinsky.

Working from a digi-
tal model, a 3-D printer can 
produce a variety of differ-
ent objects, from figurines 
to coffee cups to car parts. 
Shapeways, which began 
in the Netherlands in 2007, 
held a ribbon-cutting at its 
new factory, at 30-02 48th 
Ave. in Long Island City, 
Friday with Bloomberg, the 
EDC, Borough President 
Helen Marshall and elected 
officials.

The company’s 
25,000-square-foot factory 
will house 30 to 50 3-D print-
ers and will have the capac-
ity to print 3 million to 5 
million products a year.

Shapeways is expected 
to create up to 50 manufac-

turing jobs.
“We will be hiring the 

best people in engineering, 
in technology and in de-
sign,” said Maureen Voge-
laar, chief operating officer 
of Shapeways.

While Shapeways CEO 
Peter Weijmarshausen said 
his company is retooling  
traditional manufacturing 
models, Pinsky said the 
United States has lost a lot 
of industry due to cheaper 
labor costs overseas. 

“Technology like this 
is going to allow us to bring 
a lot of manufacturing back 
to the country,” Pinsky 
said.

Bloomberg used the 
Shapeways ribbon-cutting 
ceremony as an opportu-
nity to announce a new 
competition run by the city 
to support design and man-
ufacturing: “New York’s 
Next Top Makers.”

The contest will run 
from mid-November to 
September 2013 and contes-
tants will be asked to pitch 
a product. From that group, 
six will be chosen — five 
by the city and one by the 
public — to take part in a 
design studio to further de-
velop the product, and the 
winner will be picked in 
September 2013.

Shapeways will pro-
vide equipment and men-
torship, as will do-it-your-
self electronics company 
Adafruit Industries, tech-
nology and robotics compa-
ny Honeybee Robotics and 
NYDesigns, an economic 
development program at 
LaGuardia Community 
College. NYDesigns is also 
sponsoring and offering 
studio space for the con-
test.

“Not only is Shape-
ways itself an innovative 
company, but it is enabling 
innovation,” said Rachel 
Hoat, the city’s chief digital 
officer.

Bloomberg said it was 
important for the city to 
foster new manufacturing 
innovations such as 3-D 
printing.

“They are building the 
cities of tomorrow and cit-
ies that don’t do this just 
don’t have a future,” he 
said.

Marshall said Shape-
ways is doing wonderful 
futuristic work and empha-
sized that Queens has space 
for a lot more industries.

“This is a very impor-
tant thing that’s happening 
now,” she said. “I’m glad 
you came to this country.”

City hopes LIC 3-D print shop 
will kick-start manufacturing

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) cuts the ribbon for Shapeways, a 3-D printing factory to open in Long 
Island City. Shapeways CEO Peter Weijmarshausen (second from r.), COO Maureen Vogelaar (fifth from 
l.) and elected officials join him. Photo by Rebecca Henely

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY PHIL CORSO

While readers of the satiri-
cal news source The Onion may 
be tearing up with laughter, one 
Bayside native said he wanted to 
take that reading experience one 
step further.

Last Thursday night, 
25-year-old Adam Gassman took 
to Manhattan to celebrate the 
launch party of newsmakeup.
com, his own satirical news net-
work with a twist. According to 
Gassman, News Makeup takes 
stories from a range of subjects, 
including politics, media, enter-
tainment, sports and more and 
presents them in ways that leave 
readers both entertained but also 
informed and aware.

“We are a fact-based satire 
that walks that middle ground 
between real news and comedy,” 
Gassman said. “Hopefully, people 
will read our articles and think 
about an issue in ways they never 
have before, and maybe want to 
find out more.”

Though the news articles 
are written to make jokes out of 
real-life stories, Gassman said 
News Makeup strives to create a 
relevant political conversation 
through a nonpartisan voice that 
plays off what he called the ab-
surdity that dominates American 

news media.
Gassman said he was unhap-

py with what was being discussed 
in mainstream news and wanted 
to find his own way to go after 
partisan media, which he said 
has become partly responsible 
for political polarization in the 

United States.
“While the primary goal of a 

comedy website is entertainment, 
newsmakeup.com is also dedicat-
ed to providing insightful assess-
ments of political developments 
and promoting thoughtful discus-
sion among its readers,” he said. 
“For this reason, newsmakeup.
com generates stories that forces 
people to confront the disturbing 
realities of politics and culture.”

The site also features satiri-
cal blogs and recurring segments, 
Gassman said, including the 
“Weekly Fast Forward,” which 
reveals news stories one week be-
fore they happen.

As the site grows, Gassman 
said important political and so-
cial issues would be discussed 
through satirical, but fact-based, 
news stories that also include ad-
ditional interactive videos and 
links so users could learn more 
about what they read.

“If we can do this, our other 
hope would be that businesses see 
this as a way to do a lot of good 

work with different charities and 
groups,” Gassman said.

Newsmakeup.com, based 
in Bayside, currently operates 
with about 14 writers Gassman 
hired from different parts of the 
country, Vice President Conor 
Biller and a small team handling 
the technology end. The writers, 
Gassman said, possess a healthy 
mix of both journalistic and co-
medic prowess with a passion 
for shedding light on the things 
mainstream media neglect.

“In starting this, we wanted 
to figure out a way to have a good 
time while going after partisan 
media and political hypocrisy 
while still informing people,” 
Gassman said. “This idea would 
be worthless without the people 
who have helped execute it and 
there is much more to come.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Bayside native launches satirical news start-up website
Founder hopes to deliver deeper message to readers while poking fun at partisan media

Writers for the satirical news site newsmakeup.com pose at the group’s launch 
party in Manhattan last week. Photo courtesy Adam Gassman
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Whitestone couple 
who believed a family mem-
ber was suffering from 
drug addiction and mental 
illness bound their kin’s leg 
so tightly with duct tape it 
had to be amputated by doc-
tors, the Queens district at-
torney said.

Myung Chung, 27, 
and her fiancée, Sung-Peel 
Youn, 39, were charged 
with reckless endanger-
ment, unlawful imprison-
ment and multiple counts 
of assault after police said 
they bound and gagged 
Chung’s brother inside 17-
24 Parsons Blvd. and kept 
him there for more than 
a week before he was seen 
by a doctor, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by 
the DA. His black, swollen 
leg was removed above the 
knee, the office said.

Neighbors said the 
couple’s Parsons Boulevard 
home often hosted large 
groups of people who were 
constantly coming in and 
out of the residence, some-
times with folding chairs.

The Korea Times re-
ported that Chung and 
Youn were part of a reli-
gious organization that was 
housed at the residence, 
and that the group played a 
role in prescribing the duct-
tape treatment to Chung’s 
brother.

Youn told police he and 
his bride-to-be tied up his 

brother-in-law, Seungick 
Chung, in order to help 
him recover from drug ad-
diction and mental illness, 
according to the complaint.

On the morning of Oct. 
4, the pair bound his wrists, 
ankles and knees with duct 
tape, and then stuffed a 
sock in the man’s mouth, 
securing it with more duct 
tape, the complaint said.

Two days later, Chung 
noticed her brother’s foot 
was swollen, and by Oct. 10 
it had turned dark in color 
and her brother was com-
plaining of pain, the com-

plaint said.
On Oct. 12, Chung and 

Youn took the man to a der-
matologist who referred 
them to the emergency 
room.

Dr. Anjali Bharati, an 
emergency room doctor at 
New York Hospital Queens, 
told police that Chung’s 
brother arrived at her facil-
ity with dried blood in his 
mouth and abrasions to his 
face, wrists, torso, knees 
and ankles, the complaint 
said.

Her brother’s leg was 
also swollen and purple 

and black and blue in color, 
which Bharati told police 
is consistent with a lack of 
blood circulation, a process 
crucial to keep cells alive.

Dr. Andy Lee, a vascu-
lar surgeon at NYHQ, told 
police the leg of Chung’s 
brother was lopped off 
above the knee as a result 
of his injuries sustained on 
Parson Boulevard, accord-
ing to the complaint.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 
7 approved a special per-
mit that would put rooftop 
parking above a downtown 
Flushing grocery store and 
also got an update on the 
construction of the Whit-
estone Bridge, including a 
major change to traffic pat-
terns.

The owners of New 
York Mart, on the cor-
ner of Bowne Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue, are pro-
posing to house 49 park-
ing spaces on their roof, 
and have included several 
amenities requested by a 
CB 7 committee in order 
to make sure residents in 
nearby buildings were not 
subject to headlights shin-
ing into their second-floor 
windows.

“The owner has con-
sented to all the requests 
made by the committee,” 
said Eric Palatnik, the at-
torney that is handling the 
application.

Those requests includ-
ed shutting the parking lot 
down at 10 p.m., building 
a protective barrier more 
than 7 feet high to block 
headlights and lowering 
the street lights on the roof 
in an effort to contain the 
illumination to the parking 
surface.

The owners proposed 
to tear out the existing roof 
and install steel beams and 
a concrete parking surface, 
since the building was 

deemed by an engineer to 
be structurally sound to 
hold the extra weight of 49 
cars.

The spaces, a precious 
commodity in downtown 
Flushing, will be moni-
tored by the store to ensure 
only paying customers are 
using them, and a sign will 
alert drivers when the lot is 
full.

Palatnik went before 
the board because the ad-
dition of parking to the roof 
of a building required what 
is called a special permit. 
Palatnik will next present 
his case to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall. CB 7 
and Marshall’s recommen-
dations will then be taken 
into consideration by the 
city Board of Standards 
and Appeals, which has the 
final say if the construction 
can go forward.

Representatives from 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority Bridges 
and Tunnels also briefed 
the board about updates to 
construction of the Whit-
estone Bridge, indicating a 
playground in Whitestone 
was recently completed and 
that concrete work near the 
toll booths on the Bronx 
side will be wrapping up in 
a matter of weeks.

The representatives 
also fielded questions about 
the impending closure of 
the 3rd Avenue exit, the last 
exit in Queens before get-
ting onto the bridge.

An engaged Whitestone couple is facing criminal charges after allegedly tying up a family mem-
ber in their Parsons Boulevard home, which reports suggest doubled as a religious organization. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Captive man loses his leg
Docs amputate after Parsons Blvd. pair binds kin with duct tape: Brown

Flushing store’s roof
OK’d for parking lot
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all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
GLENDALE

Tuesday, October 30, 2012
10:00 A.M. 
Atlas Park

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312

COLLEGE POINT
Tuesday, October 30th, 2012

6:30 P.M.
Cascarinos

14-60 College Pointe Boulevard

DOUGLASTON
Thursday, November 1, 2012

10:00 A.M.  
Giardino

44-37 Douglaston Parkway

EAST ELMHURST
Thursday, November 1, 2012

6:30 P.M.  
Dante

75-07 31st Avenue

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, November 3, 2012

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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Clean Secure Comfortable Affordable… Welcome Home
Zara rental – dynamic upgrades, tenant-friendly

From a distance the colorful flags wave at you cheerily. Sculpted and 
mounted, white lions calmly adorn the entrances. These are the unmistakable 
symbols of the elegance of Zara Luxury Apartments & Homes. Their rental 
complexes welcome every visitor at each of their buildings in Queens and Long 
Island. Zara’s management is on a perpetual quest to provide upgraded, luxury 
rental units, that are Clean, Safe, Comfortable and Affordable. Mr. George 
Subraj, President of Zara Realty Holding Inc., (candidly) reveals, “Zara is a 
modern day, tenant-friendly organization, grounded in decades of progress and 
creative improvements. This growth would not have been possible without the 
involvement and camaraderie we share with our customers. This for me is the 
recipe of success and that’s why we treat every new customer as a member of our 
family. We sit with them and ask: ‘what are the three most important things you 
are looking for in your new apartment?’” It is their answers to these questions 
that have determined the designs and dynamics of Zara over the years.

George’s elder brother and partner Ken Subraj, Executive Vice President 
of the holding company is also mindful of the necessity of upgrades in the 
apartment rental industry, “that’s why I invite people to take at look at our newly 
finished Park Haven building at 88-25 153 St. in  Jamaica.  Each apartment, even 
the studios are exceptionally large. Hardwood floor, huge closets and two toilets 
and baths are in our two bedrooms along with washer and dryer combo.  Park 
Haven is a reflection of the new chapter of Zara renting. With the introduction of 
these upgraded units in neighborhoods which are easily accessible by bus, train 

or airport, we are happy to reveal that we have become a kind of springboard for 
those looking for modern living at an affordable price. Jamaica is close to our 
heart. Our business grew here with the support of the people and we are looking 
forward to bringing the very best for everyone.”

One of his other brothers and third partner Jay Sobhraj, Senior Vice 
President is also confident that it is Zara’s exclusive relationship over the years 
with its tenants that make it incomparable in the rental market. “We listen 
to, and address the concern of each tenant on a timely basis. We are an active 
management company that believes in constantly tweaking our products in the 
best interest of our residents. “On any given day the flags at the entrance of our 
buildings fly proudly – a pride reminiscent of our progress but most importantly 
that of our vision of an ever evolving, deluxe future for our existing and new 
customers,” promises Jay Sobhraj.

Currently, Mr. George Subraj, President and his partners, have rental 
units which extend to almost thirty buildings in the borough of Queens and 
Long Island. George and his brothers are also known for their incredible 
philanthropic strides in the Caribbean country of Guyana. In 2008, George 
pioneered that nation’s first kidney transplantation and pediatric heart 
surgeries in association with the Walter Reed Army Medical Centre and the 
North Shore-Long Island Jewish Hospital respectively. “And as a promise of the 
future, I would like to say that Zara is committed to our mantra of Clean, Safe, 
Comfortable and Affordable. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Community Board 
12’s third-largest park may 
just end up being a solution 
to southeast Queens’ two-
wheeled problem.

Areas like Brookville 
Park and thoroughfares 
such as Linden Boulevard 
are free-wheeling hot spots 
for people riding dirt bikes, 
community members said.

In his role as the new 
 chairman of CB 12’s Parks 
Committee, Greg Mays hit 
the ground running earlier 
this year by taking a sur-
vey of area parks.

One park nestled be-
hind the Locust Manor 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion by Rochdale Village, 
he found, presented possi-
bilities.

“Railroad Park, for 
those of you who don’t 
know, is the third-largest 
park in Community Board 
12. You don’t know it be-
cause Railroad Park is a 

forest,” he said Oct. 17 as he 
gave his committee report.

Mays said he was work-
ing to find out what could 
be done with the untamed 
park, and when one com-
munity member suggested 
it might be a good place for 
dirt bikers to ride safely, 
Mays said he thought it was 
an interesting idea worth 
exploring.

“Certainly, we need to 
get those folks off Linden 
Boulevard, popping whee-
lies,” he said.

Off-road vehicles are 
not simply a nuisance, they 
can often be deadly.

In July, a 33-year-old 
man was killed when the 
all-terrain vehicle he was 
riding on the sidewalk 
across from Roy Wilkins 
Park struck a metal pole.

Dirt bikes were also a 
topic of discussion at Sep-
tember’s 105th Precinct 
council meeting.

“This year already, 
I’ve had two people die run-

ning from us while we’re 
trying to stop them on 
these things. Young kids. I 
mean it’s silly, its stupid,” 
said Deputy Inspector Jo-
seph Courtesis.

The commanding offi-
cer said police have a chase 
protocol and would only go 
after riders for violations 
such as not wearing a hel-
met if it were safe to do so.

“If there’s a way I 
can get them safely while 
they’re off the bikes this 
and that ...  but they’ re go-
ing run from us,” he said. 
“The second we light those 
lights up, it’s a game for 
them and honestly I think 
they do it just for the sport 
of running.”

Mays said Railroad 
Park is now owned by three 
different entities and the 
first step would be assem-
bling and acquiring the 
land, an effort he said had 
the support of the Queens 
parks commissioner.Community members think Railroad Park may be a fitting place for dirt bike riders. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Railroad Park may be spot for dirt bike riders
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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M Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

SALE!
Ends October 31st, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICINGwith
out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Oueens
      illageV

The Spectacular Fall Kitchen Event!
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For news in your neighborhood:

Visit us at TimesLedger.com

We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
11/30/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
11/30/12

BY KAREN FRANTZ

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) spoke 
out against the so-called 
soda ban Monday, telling 
a forum of small business 
owners and members of the 
business community they 
were concerned the ban 
would have negative effects 
on their industry.

“It’s important to note 
how this affects us and how 
we should be paying more 
attention to education and 
not regulation,” Ferreras 
said at forum, held at the 
Langston Hughes Library 
and Cultural Center, at 100-
01 Northern Blvd.

The forum was also 
attended by representative 
from New Yorkers for Bev-
erage Choices, a coalition 
of individuals, businesses 
and community organiza-
tions that are opposed to 

the soda ban. 
The soda rule will lim-

it the size of sugary drinks 
to 16 ounces in all venues 
that require a city Depart-
ment of Health grade. The 
city Board of Health passed 
the rule last month, and un-
less a legal challenge waged 
by the beverage industry is 
successful, it will take ef-
fect starting in March.

Ferreras told the group 
of about 40 business owners 
and people thinking about 
opening a business that she 
has attended three such fo-
rums to help the communi-
ty understand how the soda 
rule would affect them and 
hear their concerns.

“We need to be able to 
as government support you 
and give you every tool nec-
essary to make sure that 
you keep your doors open 
and you are not a victim of 
misinformation, that you 
are not getting fined ex-
cessively, that you have an 
ally and that you know that 

you’re not alone,” she said.
She said she has heard 

many business owners at 
the forums say they are get-
ting slammed with govern-
ment regulations.

“‘If it’s not sanitation, 
it’s the Health Department. 
If it’s not the Health De-
partment, it’s Consumer 
Affairs. And if it’s not Con-
sumer Affairs, there’s al-
ways someone knocking at 
my door,’” she said people 
had told her.

The audience grew 
animated when Ferreras 
spoke about the unequal 
effects of the rule on busi-
ness owners, pointing out 
that venues like local res-
taurants are regulated by 
the rule but not stores like 
7-Elevens.

“Is this really fair?” 
she asked.

“No,” called back some 
members of the audience.

Moya said instead 
of increased regulation, 
the city should be focused 

on expanding healthy op-
tions in places like Corona, 
which he said has one of the 
highest childhood obesity 
rates in the city.

He said stores like 
Whole Foods provide 
healthy options, “but the 
cost is astronomical. You 
can’t bring that to this com-
munity.”

“How can we get ac-
cess to healthier food?” he 
asked. “I think that that’s 
what’s been missing in this 
whole argument.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Soda ban slammed at Corona meet



14
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

28
, 2

01
2  

  •
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

Halloween festivities were held throughout the borough. (Clockwise from top l.) Parker the dog portrays 
Superman in Long Island City; Aaron Sabapathy, 2, plays a game in Fort Totten; Ana Maria Gonzalez, 7; 
Glendale residents Amantia Noko, 7, and Gabriella Gonzalez are dressed in their finest Renaissance and 
vampire outfits; Aliyah Mullings, 2, of East Elmhurst wears a costume from “Willie Wonka & the Chocolate 
Factory”; Orazio Bonocore Sr. pushes his son Orazio Jr. in a stroller outfitted with a plastic serial killer 
doll in Bayside; Yosser Araneta of Elmhurst is decorated with lizards; Emma Chiang helps her children 
Hayley, 5, and Aiden, 2, decorate pumpkins at Catherine Turner Richard Park in Douglaston; Rita Bremner 
holds pooch Harry; and Tyler Max, 8, and Arnav Shah, 8, practice their wizardry at Socrates Sculpture 
Park Photos by Christina Santucci
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Gloria Horowitz carries her ballot to the scanner in Fresh Meadows 
in the Sept. 13 primary election.

BY PHIL CORSO

More than 16,000 bal-
lots were cast in the Sept. 
13 primary elections in 
Queens races for state As-
sembly, according to offi-
cial city Board of Elections 
results, which equates to 
less than 10 percent of all 
voters eligible to partici-
pate.

Looking at the raw 
numbers, the southern 
Queens Democratic pri-
mary race involving As-
semblywoman Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village) 
for the 33rd Assembly Dis-
trict drew the most ballots, 
with 5,028, records showed, 
which equated to more than 
9 percent of total eligible 
voters.

In that race, Clark 
earned a 14th consecutive 
term as a state legislator 
when she beat Cambria 
Heights resident Clyde 
Vanel in the Sept. 13 pri-
mary. Clark, who received 
more than 3,000 votes in 
the primary, said her repu-
tation as an institution in 
the community was upheld 
in her victory.

But in terms of per-
centage, the race concern-
ing Nily Rozic and Com-
munity Board 11 Chairman 
Jerry Iannece in northeast 
Queens recorded the high-
est Democratic voter turn-
out, with more than 14 per-
cent of the more than 31,000 
eligible Democrats voting 
in the primary, the BOE 
said.

Of the 4,550 total bal-
lots, Rozic, the Democratic 
candidate for the 25th As-
sembly District seat, re-
ceived 2,322 votes in the 
Sept. 13 primary against 
Iannece. Rozic will face 
Republican Abe Fuchs 
and Conservative William 
Garifal Jr. in the Nov. 6 
general election for the seat 
currently held by Assem-

blyman Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows).

In Flushing’s 40th Dis-
trict, the only Republican 
primary in the borough 
drew the highest total per-
centage of votes out of all 
Assembly races where Phil 
Gim earned a spot on the 
ballot, according to BOE 
results. Out of nearly 3,000 
Republicans eligible to vote 
within the district, 446 
ballots were recorded in 
the election, meaning 14.9 
percent of eligible Repub-
licans participated in the 
primary.

In the only Republi-
can race for Assembly, Gim 
defeated opponent Sunny 
Hahn, bringing in 311 total 
votes in the 40th District, 
which covers downtown 
Flushing and the residen-
tial area north of it.

On the Democratic 
side, 4,613 total ballots 
were recorded, showing 
that more than 8 percent 
of eligible voters in the 
district participated in the 
primary where Ron Kim 
claimed victory. Kim won 
over a crowded ticket in the 
race for the Assembly seat 

to be vacated by Assem-
blywoman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), receiving more 
than 1,200 votes to beat out 
four others: Yen Chou, Eth-
el Chen, Myungsuk Lee and 
Martha Flores-Vazquez.

But of the five Queens 
primaries for Assembly, 
the lowest voter turnout 
in terms of raw numbers 
and percentage went to the 
race involving Assembly-
man Mike Miller (D-Wood-
haven) in the 38th District, 
which includes parts of 
Woodhaven, Glendale, 
Ridgewood, Richmond 
Hill and Ozone Park. In 
that Democratic primary 
race, a total of 2,161 ballots 
were cast, which equates to 
about 7 percent of all active 
enrolled Democrats in the 
district.

Miller retained his 
seat, defeating political 
newcomer Etienne David 
Adorno with more than 
1,500 votes on his side.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

www.TimesLedger.com

Boro primary turnout
totals 10 % of voters 
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LATE PAGE

both men were members 
for a number of years.

Scott Redfield, chap-
ter president of EAA, said 
McLavin brought his plane 
to the event to put on dis-
play, but did not take any 
children up for a flight.

He said McLavin had 
just bought the plane, 
which was popular after 
World War II, and it was 
highly modified.

“He was very proud of 
it,” he said.

Spadaro said McLavin 
and Messana flew to her 
airport after the event so 
they could have lunch with 
her.

“They got into the 
plane and we said our good-
byes,” she said. “They took 
off as usual and the plane 
looked great, the plane 
sounded great and that’s 
the last I saw of them.”

Those who witnessed 
the accident told authori-
ties they heard the sput-
tering of an engine as they 
watched the plane crash 
into the inlet, police said.

Fisherman on a nearby 
boat were the first to arrive 
at the site and tied a rope to 
the plane to try to keep it 

above the water, according 
to Suffolk County police. 
The plane eventually sank, 
police said, about 30 feet un-
derwater with the men still 
inside.

Police said the men’s 
bodies were recovered late 
Saturday night around 11 
p.m. after a lengthy effort 
to remove the aircraft from 
the water.

Spadaro described 
McLavin, who was from 
Dysart in Co. Westmeath 
in Ireland, as a “walking 
encyclopedia.”

“You talk to him and 
your jaw drops because it’s 
like talking to a professor,” 
she said.

A longtime friend of 
McLavin’s, David Dubon, 
said he did freelance main-
tanence work in Fresh 
Meadows and the commu-
nity affectionately called 
him “MacGiver.”

“He knew how to fix 
anything,” Dubon said. 
“That’s why when he died it 
was a shock to all of us.”

He said McLavin 
worked round the clock, 
but people knew not to call 
him on Wednesdays be-
cause that was the day he 
went flying.

Dubon said McLavin’s 
love of flying was so strong 
that he even built a plane 
in the empty basement of a 

real-estate company where 
Dubon helped him find 
work a super.

“There was nothing he 
couldn’t do,” Dubon said.

Messena retired about 
five years ago from Sophora 
Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Jamaica, where he worked 
for 15 years as a laboratory 
administrator and direc-
tor of pathology services. 
He spent many hours vol-
unteering at the Cradle of 
Aviation Museum on Long 
Island, Spadaro said.

“That was his pas-
sion,” she said. “He loved 
to fly.”

Messena and 
McLavin’s families could 
not be reached for com-
ment, but Spadaro said 
she recently spoke with 
McLavin’s family and said 
they were holding up.

Services for McLavin 
will be held Wednesday at 
2 p.m. at Frederick Funeral 
Home at 192-15 Northern 
Blvd. in Auburndale.

The incident is cur-
rently under investigation 
by the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board. A rep-
resentative with the agency 
said it will take a year or 
more to complete a report 
on the probable cause of the 
accident.

Reporter Phil Corso 
contributed to this story.
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to action as it pushed for 
Suljovic’s return home.

The Department of 
Homeland Security did not 
return calls for comment.

Upon learning he was 
being barred from flying 
home, Suljovic said he 
reached out to his Homeland 
Security liaison at John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport, but did not receive 
any response. He also said 
he sought assistance from 
the United States embassy 
in Munich, but the council 
known as CAIR-NY said he 
was instead interrogated 
and searched without per-
mission.

And by Monday night, 
Suljovic had finally re-
turned to the United States, 
but not without one last 
struggle. According to 
CAIR-NY, the Oakland Gar-
dens man was interrogated 

by government officials for 
more than an hour in Phil-
adelphia and consequently 
missed his connecting 
flight to New York, which 
was why he took a train to 
Penn Station.

“We are glad to wel-
come Samir back home, 
and to reaffirm that Ameri-
can Muslims have the same 
right to due process as all 
other Americans,” said Mu-
neer Awad, the CAIR-NY 
executive director. “Samir 
is back in the United States 
because it is his right to 
be here. It is his right to-
day and it was his right 22 
days ago when our govern-
ment prevented him from 
boarding any return flight 
home.”

Calls to Suljovic’s Oak-
land Gardens home were 
not immediately returned.

From the United 
States, Awad said CAIR-
NY had reached out to U.S. 

Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, DHS Secretary 
Janet Napolitano and the 
United States embassy in 
Munich to seek explana-
tions as to why Suljovic was 
being blocked from return-
ing home to Queens. The 
group addressed a letter to 
the various government of-
ficials expressing concern 
with the government’s role 
in preventing Suljovic’s re-
turn.

“The denial of Mr. Sul-
jovic’s right to return home 
without due process of law 
constitutes a grave viola-
tion of his civil rights and 
liberties,” the letter read. 
“Instead of protecting this 
young U.S. citizen while 
he traveled abroad, the 
government has effectively 
stranded him in an unfa-
miliar country without 
shelter or protection.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Man back home

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-
ton) called the gathering 
after his office had learned 
the night before that a new 
developer was to begin con-
struction of a strip mall at 
the corner of Springfield 
Boulevard and North Con-
duit Avenue, putting an end 
to the struggle.

“For six years this 
community has stood tall 
and it has said we don’t 
want a hot-sheet motel 70 
feet from our local high 
school,” he said, “a hotel 
that would have some of the 
sleaziest customers in all of 
Queens right across from 
where we send our children 
to school.”

David Koptiev, the de-
veloper, said he planned 
to finish construction on 
the building, which would 
house about five tenants, in 
about a year.

The future of the site, 
where a partial foundation 
has already been laid, had 
been in question since 2011, 
when the city Department 
of Buildings revoked the 
hotel’s construction per-
mit.

Community members 

learned that motel develop-
er Saliesh Ghandi had built 
and owned several pay-by-
the-hour, no-tell hotels in 
Brooklyn and feared the 
impact one in Springfield 
Gardens would have, espe-
cially in such close proxim-
ity to a school.

“Honestly, we knew 
that it was stopped from 
last year after we took him 
to court and we forced the 
Buildings Department to 
retract the permit they gave 
to him,” said community 
activist Michael Duncan. 
“But what was to come we 
wanted to find out. What 
would be placed here?”

The roadways near 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport are dotted 
with hotels, but when ex-
cavation of a lot more than 
2 miles from the airport 
began for a proposed three-
story, 65-room hotel in 2005, 
neighbors feared the lodge 
would attract an unwanted 
clientele.

The neighbors believed 
they had found their savior 
in 2008, when a rezoning 
prohibited the construction 
of a hotel on the lot and the 
DOB yanked its construc-
tion permit.

Ghandi’s lawyer, how-
ever, argued that the de-
veloper had already made 

significant progress on 
the foundation and the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals gave the thumbs-up to 
let the project continue.

Duncan filed a lawsuit 
he said delayed the project, 
and in 2011 the Buildings 
Department pulled the per-
mit, saying Ghandi had not 
completed construction in 
enough time.

He quietly sold the 
property in August, and 
the community was re-
lieved when construction 
fences went up last week to 
learn that a new developer 
planned to build a strip 
mall.

William McDonald, 
president of Advocates for 
Change, said the victory 
was an encouraging shot 
in the arm for a community 
fighting other fights, such 
as a plan to extend a run-
way at JFK.

“We did take up this 
fight six years ago,” he 
said. “It shows that change 
is happening in our com-
munity. We are on top of it 
and we’re going to continue 
to stay on top of it.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.
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nity office said multiple co-
workers of Casella claimed 
the principal made remarks 
that were racist, anti-Se-
mitic, homophobic or sexu-
ally inappropriate. In one 
instance, a co-worker said 
Casella once turned off a 
recording device during a 
school cabinet meeting and 
then asked what kind of sex 
act she had to perform to 
get the work done, the re-
port said.

Some employees in 
2010 said Casella made dis-
criminatory remarks or 
told them they would not 
be able to advance at the 
DOE because they were not 
a racial minority, female or 
gay, the report said. One co-
worker quoted her as say-
ing, “It’s bad enough I have 
to deal with black people” 
and “it’s the Jews I really 
can’t stand,” the report 

said.
The report also said 

Casella, who is married, 
would call one of her co-
workers her “work hus-
band” and inappropriately 
touch him despite his dis-
comfort, the report said.

Casella told investiga-
tors she did not remember 
making some comments 
and others, like calling her 
co-worker her “work hus-
band” were jokes, accord-
ing to the report. She also 
said in an e-mail uncovered 
by the office that she was 
being sarcastic in the quote 
about black and Jewish 
people, the report said.

In another 2010 probe 
by the special investiga-
tions office, Casella’s co-
workers said she tampered 
with the parent surveys 
for Information Technol-
ogy HS to get an “A” grade 
on the school’s report card. 
Assistant principals at the 
school said Casella kept 25 
parent surveys to fill out 

herself, and tried to get oth-
ers to doctor them as well, 
according to the office’s 
report, published in May 
2011.

Another investigation 
from the office revealed 
that a 12th-grade student 
at the school used a knife 
to create a hole in a fellow 
student’s belt, according to 
a June 2011 report. Shortly 
after employees alerted 
the 108th Precinct, Casella 
removed the student from 
the office where he was be-
ing held before the police 
could take him in, the re-
port said.

The student told inves-
tigators Casella said she 
was doing him a favor and 
told him to get rid of the 
knife, the report said.

Casella denied these 
claims in interviews with 
special investigations of-
fice investigators, the re-
port said.
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Gift Certifi cates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

 Over 1,000 German 

Imported Products & A Full 

Butcher Department with 

BBQ Specialties. 

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate


