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Police tape hangs off an electrical pole 
near where a 23-year-old woman was elec-
trocuted by a downed power line. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Friends and colleagues 

of a makeup artist were in 
mourning after the 23-year-
old was electrocuted by a 
downed electrical line in 
Richmond Hill Monday.

At about 8:30 p.m., just 
as Superstorm Sandy made 
landfall in New Jersey, 

Lauren Abraham was elec-
trocuted when she stepped 
into a puddle outside her 
home on 105th Avenue near 
134th Street and came into 
contact with live wires that 
shocked her, according to 
the city Police Department.

“Lauren was an in-
dividual you would easily 
gravitate to from her posi-

tive energy, which floated 
throughout the room,” 
friend Misa McGregor 
posted on Facebook. “I 
may have just met her this 
summer, but when I spoke 
to her it made me want to 
push higher for my goals in 
life. Now how many young 
people do you know can 

Continued on Page 16

BY JOE ANUTA

Two elected officials from Queens rode 
out the surging tides and flames that assailed 
parts of the Rockaways, and after a congress-
man fled for his life, he now has no home to 
return to.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (R-Middle Village) 
Continued on Page 16

Rich Hill woman electrocutedCongressman loses 
homestead to Sandy 

BY PHIL CORSO

As New York City tries to 
rebuild and move forward in the 
aftermath of the devastating ef-
fects of Hurricane Sandy, one 
northeast Queens lawmaker said 
the borough deserves better.

In a statement issued Thurs-
day, state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he has asked Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo for help in ad-
dressing what he called a lack 
of resources being provided to 
Queens.

“It is absolutely disgraceful 
that there are still trees block-
ing city streets,” Avella said, 
referring to the more than 5,000 
downed, split or uprooted trees 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg re-
ported in the borough. “There 
are many trees on people’s homes 
who have not been contacted by 
the city and there are thousands 
upon thousands of people in 
Queens without power.”

Avella said he planned on 
asking the state Public Service 
Commission to investigate Con-
solidated Edison’s response after 

Continued on Page 16

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Many people returned to 

Breezy Point for the first time 
after Hurricane Sandy to see if 
their houses were still standing 
Wednesday, two days after a six-
alarm fire leveled more than 100 
houses and catastrophic flooding 

destroyed many more.
“Thank God we’re all safe,” 

said Mary Welsome, whose house 
was destroyed in the fire and said 
she was at the site hoping to find 
her wedding ring.

“I’m thinking material 
things, they can always be re-
placed,” she said. “But so many 
memories. It’s so sad, dear God.”

The ravaged western end of 
the Rockaway Peninsula, where 
the beachfront community is lo-
cated, reminded some of the stark 
images of bombed-out Europe 
during World War II.

At the scene of the fire little 
remained of the houses that once 
stood except charred wood and 
stone foundations. The rubble was 

still smoldering in places and the 
air smelled strongly of smoke. A 
few severed pipes spouted water.

Some people walked stunned 
through the wreckage. Others 
stood just beyond, gathering with 
neighbors to share comfort.

Firefighters were still on the 
scene, searching houses for peo-

Continued on Page 16

Superstorm ravages Breezy Point

Residents return to fi nd 100 homes destroyed by six-alarm fi re, tidal fl ooding

Avella claims 
boro recovery
on slow track

Tom Duffy, (r.) who has lived in Breezy Point for the past 23 years, searches the rubble of his home for salvageable items. Duffy lost his primary residence in the 
blaze. See more photos on Page 13. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Superstorm Sandy 

turned the streets of north-
east Queens into a life-
sized maze, downing trees 
to block off roads and tear-
ing down power lines in a 
destructive series of events 
that created outages for 
nearly 20,000 customers 
around Flushing and Fresh 
Meadows, but for one Au-
burndale family, the ordeal 
went on for days.

On Thursday after-
noon, a partially downed 
tree was still looming over 
the 194th Street house of 
Bill Daley, propped just 
above the live power lines 
in front by a sturdier tree 
that caught the falling be-
hemoth.

“That’s the second 
time that tree has saved my 
house,” he said.

But time is running 
out.

The supporting tree 
has a large fissure near the 
base of the trunk that is 
growing by the minute. On 
Tuesday afternoon, Daley 
said the crack had grown 
one-sixteenth of an inch in 
one hour.

On Wednesday after-
noon, a city Sanitation De-

partment police officer who 
showed up was so shocked 
that he offered his own 
house for the Daleys to stay 
in. When the city Parks 
Department came to asses 
how to get the tree down, an 
official said Consolidated 
Edison would have to shut 
down the power before any-
thing could be done.

“Everything is still the 
same,” said Daley’s daugh-
ter, Alison.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) called Con Ed’s 
response “disgraceful”

“There are many trees 
on people’s homes who 
have not been contacted by 
the city and there are thou-
sands upon thousands of 
people in Queens without 
power,” he said.

Avella said he planned 
on asking the state Public 
Service Commission to in-
vestigate Con Ed’s response 
to the storm.

At about 4 p.m. Mon-
day, the enormous tree be-
gan to lift up the sidewalk 
across from the Daley’s 
home as it teetered in the 
wind. As it came crashing 
down, the Giannopoulos 
family ran to the back of 
their house.

“We heard it start to 

crack and saw the cement 
lift up,” said George Gian-
nopoulos.

When it fell, the trunk 
completely crushed the 
family’s white 2010 Subaru.

In Fresh Meadows, 
fallen trees blocked traffic 
at seemingly every turn 
as neighbors raked up 
smaller branches and land-
scape crews fed limbs into 
wood chippers. The large 
number of downed trees 
corresponded to the large 
number of people without 
power.

According to Con-
solidated Edison, 18,500 
customers in the area 
were without power as of 
Tuesday evening, while 
boroughwide the numbers 
reached more than 100,000.

Downtown Flush-
ing was mostly spared by 
Sandy’s destructive forces, 
with streetlights and power 
operating normally Tues-
day.

According to Con Ed, 
there were only sporadic 
outages in the downtown 
area.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

A large tree in Auburndale crushes the car parked in its path, though residents fear it could fall even 
farther into a nearby home. Photo by Joe Anuta

Broken tree threatens
family in Auburndale

To meet the needs of both the patient 
and the family, 

At Home Solutions 
provides the right combination of services 
and support. We provide affordable and 
appropriate clinical care with all the 
convenience of home.

We also can provide guidance and 
support for individuals that are 
currently receiving Home Care but 
must transfer now. We work with 
most MLTC Programs.

If you Answered Yes to Anything 

Below You Can Benefi t Greatly from 

Our Dedicated Caregivers

Need additional assistance to live 

independently at home due to an 

illness, disability, or advanced age. 

Have a chronic or life-threatening 

illness and want to rest in the 

comfort of the home environment. 

Are able to be discharged from a 

hospital or nursing home but need 

additional care at home. 

Require short-term assistance 

at home because of same-day or 

outpatient surgery, or maternity-

related incapacity.

“We Do Care...”

Do You or a Loved One Need Care?

(718) 441-6803
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The family of a 

29-year-old St. John’s Uni-
versity graduate received 
an outpouring of support 
after the Flushing resident 
was killed by a falling tree 
during Superstorm Sandy 
Monday night.

Tony Laino, who 
friends said worked as a 
driver at Ace Party & Tent 
Rental, was killed at about 
7 p.m. Monday when a tree 
blown over by high winds 
fell onto his 166th Street 
home. Laino was in his 
second-floor room and was 
crushed by the trunk, ac-
cording to police and neigh-
bors.

Days afterward, a 
friend started an online 
fund-raiser to help the fam-
ily with the damage and fu-
neral, and by Thursday af-
ternoon had raised nearly 
$8,500 for the Lainos.

“I wish I could give 
more,” wrote one contribu-
tor, who donated $150.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered 
for an emotional reunion in 
front of the crushed resi-
dence between Lithonia Av-
enue and Pidgeon Meadow 
Road.

“He was a wonder-
ful, wonderful young man. 
There’s no explanation for 
something like this,” said 
Heather Valente, whose 
daughter Danielle was Lai-
no’s longtime girlfriend.

The tree flattened 
nearly one-third of the top 
floor of the two-story home, 
and the gigantic trunk fell 
directly onto Laino’s room.

According to neigh-

bors, off-duty first respond-
ers rushed into the house to 
try and save him, but Laino 
was later pronounced dead 
at the scene by emergency 
workers, according to the 
NYPD.

The family had been 
asking the city to take 
down the tree for years, ac-
cording to neighbor Joann 
Evangelista.

Just two or three 
months ago city workers 
came to prune the branch-
es off the large tree, and 
Laino’s father had begged 
for them to cut it down, but 
arborists had told him the 
tree was healthy and could 

not be dug up, Evangelista 
said.

“It was tragic,” she 
said. “You just can’t get it 
around your head.”

Evangelista said 
neighbors repeatedly di-
aled 911 after the tree came 
crashing down, but could 
not raise someone on the 
other line.

“The phone just rang, 
rang, rang,” she said.

Friends slowly arrived 
at the house and stared at 
the damage in disbelief be-
fore embracing the family.

The family was set to 
hold a wake Thursday and 
Friday, with a service Sat-
urday.

Donations to the fam-
ily can be made in Laino’s 
name at Frederick’s Fu-
neral home or by going to 
gofundme.com/tonylaino.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Tony Laino’s brother Nicholas kicks a stump, which is all that remains of a tree that fell on a house and killed Tony. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Felled tree kills Flushing man
Tony Laino, 29, crushed when winds pushed trunk into his room

Blackouts plague 
northeast Queens

The family had been asking the city 
to take down the tree for years, 

according to a neighbor.

BY PHIL CORSO  AND COLIN 
DEVRIES

Hundreds lost power 
in College Point and Whit-
estone after trees toppled 
throughout both neighbor-
hoods, while northeast 
Queens marinas faced the 
harsh reality unleashed by 
Hurricane Sandy, accord-
ing to Consolidated Edison.

Greg Varitimidis, a 
Greek immigrant who lives 
on 130th Street in College 
Point, said he lost power 
at 9 p.m. Monday and had 
not had power restored as 
of Thursday. He witnessed 
power lines flashing near 
his home and shooting 
sparks toward nearby 
houses during the early 
morning hours Tuesday.

A large tree rested on 
a home at 13-28 141st St. in 
Whitestone and a neighbor 
worked Tuesday to clear 
some of the debris on the 
street.

“It’s been five years 
since I put a complaint in 
about these trees,” said 
next-door neighbor Steven 
Nathanial, “and nothing’s 
been done.”

Nathanial attempted 
to have the large trees with 
weak roots removed inde-
pendently, but tree pruners 
could not follow through 
with his plan without a city 
permit.

“You can’t get (the city) 
to do it and you can’t do it,” 
he said. “Then you have 
thousands of insurance 
dollars wasted.”

Susan Seinfeld, the 
Community Board 11 dis-
trict manager, said her 
Bayside office lost power 
for only one day in the after-
math of the storm and was 
back working by Wednes-
day. Aside from reports of 
downed trees in areas from 
Little Neck and Douglaston 
to Bayside, Seinfeld said 
residents have fared well 
since the storm moved on.

“Everyone here has to 
really deep down feel very 
grateful that they weren’t 
as unfortunate as those in 
Lower Manhattan, Staten 
Island, or the Rockaways,” 

Seinfeld said.
Areas closer to Whites-

tone and College Point were 
hit much harder, according 
to City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone). In 
a news briefing Thursday, 
Halloran said thousands 
of residents throughout 
his council district were 
without power, and the city 
should have been better 
prepared.

“Con Ed crews have 
been hauling, but we need 
new solutions from man-
agement,” Halloran said 
while acknowledging that 
areas such as Breezy Point 
still experienced much 
more detrimental effects of 
the storm than the north-
ern part of the borough.

As of Thursday eve-
ning, Con Ed reported just 
under 90,000 customers 
in Queens without power 
- hundreds of whom came 
from the Whitestone and 
College Point region. But 
far more were out in south-
east Queens.

The College Point 
Yacht Club, a private mem-
bers-only club that stores 
more than 230 vessels, was 
largely intact with the ma-
jority of boats unharmed.

“There’s been worse,” 
said Rich Shubert, a long-
time member who lives in 
Whitestone. “The nor’easter 
in the early ‘90s — in that 
one, the water came so fast 
you couldn’t do anything.”

Club member Rich 
Swanson’s boat had been 
totaled after a nearby 
sailboat broke loose and 
smashed against the side of 
his fishing boat. He hoped 
his insurance would cover 
the repairs.

Bayside Marina, how-
ever, did not get through the 
storm as easily, according 
to co-owner Martin Munch. 
He said the overall damage 
has not been completely as-
sessed, but repairs needed 
for the Bayside Marina 
dock alone could cost at 
least $250,000.

“Our docks took a re-
ally bad beating,” he said. 
“We’re not sure if they are 
going to be salvageable.”
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Storm brings fl ooding, gas shortages to western Queens
Peralta wants relief for long pump lines, while Van Bramer says LIC must be made safe from surges

BY REBECCA HENELY

While northwestern 
Queens was not hit as hard 
as other parts of the bor-
ough during Superstorm 
Sandy, residents were still 
feeling its effects after the 
waters receded and the 
skies cleared.

State Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said 
Wednesday that with the 
No. 7 train down and sta-
tions running out of gas, 
many residents in his dis-
trict struggled to get into 
work. He tried to arrange 
local liveries to take resi-
dents to their jobs for a flat 
rate, but they had short-
ages of gas as well. One of 
the few stations with gas in 
his district, on 97th Street 
in Corona, had a line going 
back to Citi Field.

“We need a solution 
and we need a solution 
fast,” Peralta said.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said while no residents 
of the neighborhood had 
died, floodwaters rose over 
Gantry State Park, flood-
ing basements and short-
ing out power supplies in 
the neighborhood Monday 
evening.

He said in the wake 
of the flooding long-term 
thought needed to be given 
to make sure the Hunters 
Point section of Long Island 
City was fully safe and pre-
pared.

“We’ve had two hur-
ricanes now in two years,” 
he said, referring to Sandy 
and August 2011’s Hurri-
cane Irene, both of which 
caused flooding in Long Is-
land City.

The Foundry Condo-
minium, at 2-40 51st St. 
in Long Island City, was 
swamped by the storm. Res-
ident Debbie Demarse said 

the basement and the first 
floor flooded as did the ga-
rage. The building lost pow-
er by 11 p.m. and at 12:30 
a.m. Tuesday morning,  a 
car in the garage caught on 
fire. The Foundry still did 
not have power by Thurs-
day afternoon .

Residents were not the 
only ones hit. Day workers 
at PS 78, at 48-09 Center 

Blvd. in Long Island City 
said the school took on a 
foot and a half of water.

“Every carpet is 
soaked. Every carpet is 
damaged,” one worker 
said.

Long Island City resi-
dents said many cars were 
also flooded during the 
storm. Heath Tucker, resi-
dent of 48th Avenue and 

Vernon Boulevard, said he 
saw one motorist scramble 
to get his car before the 
floodwaters rose.

“The water was just 
getting in his car and he 
got down in time to move 
it,” Tucker said.

To add insult to na-
ture’s injury, many resi-
dents said their flooded 
cars had been burglarized.

Irwin Applebaum, a 
Long Island resident who 
had been told to evacuate 
and came to see his son in 
Long Island City, woke up 
to find his Acura full of 
leaves and mud, one of his 
car doors unlocked, his 
car windows down and his 
carjack on the ground near 
his tire. Since his trunk 
wouldn’t open, he guessed 
the burglars had tried to 
take his tire with his own 
tools.

“Somebody scared 
them,” Applebaum said. 

“I don’t know what hap-
pened.”

Long Island City’s 
neighbors were also not 
spared Sandy’s wrath. La-
Guardia International Air-
port in East Elmhurst was 
still closed for business 
Wednesday due to flood-
ing, but opened Thursday 
morning.

In Astoria, the USPow-
ergen plant sustained flood-
ing, but ended up ultimately 
going offline until Wednes-
day due to being hit by piec-
es of the closed Charles Po-
letti Power Plant, said City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria). He wrote a 
letter to the New York Pow-
er Authority Wednesday 
demanding answers.

“It happened because 
the state has yet to get rid 
of the old Poletti Plant and 
has yet to say why,” Vallone 
said.

Long Island City resident Sal Vito points out where the storm 
surge rose on 47th Road near Center Boulevard during Hurricane 
Sandy. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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5The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

DEPHILLIPS
ATHLETIC

CLUB
Now accepting online and in-person registration 

for Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball

For more information, visit, call or click:
DAC Message board-www.daconline.net

Clubhouse Telephone: (347) 252-1154
Email-bbdacports@aol.com

Facebook: DAC Athletic Club

For in-person registration: 
Visit our clubhouse: 21-04 202nd St. Bayside 

(basement entrance building 08) 

November 6th-8th & November 13th 
from 7pm-9pm

(please use street parking)

For online registration: 
www.daconline.net

BY JOE ANUTA

Even in death, Queens 
civic activist Pat Dolan 
seemed to exercise her in-
fluence over the group of 
elected officials gathered at 
her street renaming cere-
mony in Kew Gardens Hills 
Friday.

Nearly a year ago, 
Dolan was killed by a car 
while crossing Union Turn-
pike, ironically while she 
was on her way to a trans-
portation meeting. Her 
name now adorns a street 
sign outside the Kew Gar-
dens Hills branch of the 
Queens Public Library.

Dolan was president of 
the Queens Civic Congress, 
a coalition of more than 
100 borough civic organiza-
tions; founder of the Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Conservancy; and a mem-
ber of Community Board 
8, although she held many 
more titles.

 But she is remembered 
most for her tenacity and 
renowned for squeezing re-
sults from lawmakers.

“I remain as afraid of 
her now as I ever was be-
fore, and that is a credit to 
her as the great, dynamic 
community organizer 
she was and is,” said City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
speaking with a large 
group of other politicians 
at the ceremony.

 Dolan was a longtime 
borough firebrand hailing 
from Kew Gardens Hills 
who fought for better zon-
ing, parks and libraries 
and did so with her char-
acteristic blunt speech and 
caustic wit.

Many lawmakers at 
the ceremony attributed 
Dolan’s efficacy to her 
forceful negotiating skills, 
but the true root of Dolan’s 
influence on Queens went 
much deeper.

The civic leader pre-
ferred to work outside the 
bounds of politics, never 
having run for public office, 
but that arguably made her 

more powerful.
 State Assemblyman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), whose district is 
near to Dolan’s home turf, 
first met her in the late 
1980s at a hearing on the re-
vision of the City Charter, a 
document which basically 
serves as a blueprint for 
how the city runs.

Lancman, then just a 
college student interested 
in city government, was 
approached by Dolan and 
taken under her wing. The 
late civic leader helped 
forge his views on public 
service, along with many 
others now active in the 
community.

 Dolan quite literally 
dedicated her life to Queens 
politics — she founded the 
park conservancy and the 
precursor to the Queens 
Civic Congress decades ago 
— and was active in civic af-
fairs for far longer. In doing 
so she influenced a wave 
of legislators and activists 
who would later shape the 
discourse and policies that 
ended up governing the 
borough and city.

 “Probably nothing 
compares to the effect she 
has had by mentoring a gen-
eration of community lead-
ers, civic leaders, elected 

officials and others, so that 
her thoughts, her views and 
her commitment have now 
multiplied exponentially 
beyond which any normal 
individual person could do 
on their own,” Lancman 
said at the ceremony.

 The notion of 15 politi-
cians speaking in succes-
sion for more than 45 min-
utes would have amused 
Dolan, as her closest and 
longtime friend Norma 
Stegmaier said, since the 
civic leader preferred ac-
tion to words. But the 
elected officials and heads 
of community boards from 
Queens, Manhattan and 
Brooklyn — and the bills, 
resolutions and statements 
they have put into ink — 
are likely more of a testa-
ment to her legacy than the 
sign now posted on Vleigh 
Place.

 But in an unforeseen 
twist of events, Dolan also 
left a lasting legacy for the 
library at Kew Gardens 
Hills, aside from the bust 
of her located inside. Ac-
cording to the head of the 
Queens Public Library, the 
facility’s address will now 
have to change to reflect 
the street on which it is lo-
cated: Pat Dolan Way.

Norma Stegmaier, (c.) longtime friend of Patricia Dolan, holds the 
commemorative street sign.  Photo by Joe Anuta

Dolan legacy preserved
on Flushing street sign
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Although many resi-
dents of Broad Channel 
and Hamilton Beach lost 
all of their belongings dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy, some 
were just thankful they 
survived the superstorm.

Francis Seim braved 
the tempest in a neighbor’s 
home in Broad Channel 
while his family spent the 
night in Rockaway Beach. 
He headed to his house on 
10th Road on the island be-
tween Howard Beach and 
the Rockaway Peninsula at 
about 3 a.m. Tuesday and 
found a neighbor’s deck 
in the street in front of his 
home and everything in-
side ruined.

Then he checked to 
make sure his wife, 8-year-
old son and other rela-
tives in Rockaway were all 
right.

“I pray to God for that. 
All of this hopefully can 
be replaced,” he said as 
he picked through water-
soaked belongings Tuesday 
afternoon before he planned 
to bring supplies to his rela-
tives in Rockaway.

“I have really nowhere 
to live. My wife, my son, I 
don’t know where we are go-
ing after this,” Seim said.

Several blocks away, 
Ginger and Tom Brauner 
marveled at the debris, 
which included most of a 
wooden bridge that con-
nected the island with sev-

eral bungalows on stilts, 
one of which they own. The 
Brauners’ home was still 
standing, albeit with dam-
age to the deck and exte-
rior.

During Tropical Storm 
Irene, two of the bungalows 
fell off into Jamaica Bay, 
and this year Sandy took 
half of  another house. The 
other half hung precarious-
ly above the water.

“This is like a bomb 
went off here. It’s unbeliev-
able,” said Ginger Brauner, 
who spent the storm on 
Long Island.

Her house, which was 
originally built in 1904, 
is only accessible by the 
wooden bridge on East 12th 
Road. Most of it was strewn 
across several backyards.

“It will be a while be-
fore we can even go out and 
assess what is there,” said 
Ginger’s husband, Tom.

Debris and remnants 
of flooding were visible 
on nearly every block in 
Broad Channel, and a pow-
erful stench of gasoline and 
home heating oil perme-
ated the air. On Channel 
Road, the North Channel 

Yacht Club’s shed collapsed 
into the street, which was 
impassable by car because 
of the debris. Among items 
on the ground were a bottle 
of whiskey and a dead cat.

Large boats, including 
one from the North Chan-
nel Yacht Club, had floated 
into Cross Bay Boulevard, 
the fronts of homes and 
backyards.

The club’s deck was 
partly smashed against the 
building, while the interior 
was filled with ruined fur-
niture and water.
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BY JOE ANUTA

While Queens resi-
dents were dealing with re-
cord devastation to homes 
and businesses, the Queens 
district attorney said more 
than a dozen people took 
advantage of the super-
storm and were arrested on 
charges of looting stores in 
Far Rockaway.

“The Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office, the 
NYPD and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg have zero toler-
ance for looters who would 
exploit a natural disaster 
like Hurricane Sandy for 
their own personal gain,” 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

The suspected looters 
hit a liquor store, clothing 
stores, a Radio Shack and 
gas stations in the neigh-
borhood, which was inun-
dated by the record storm 
surge and power outages.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-Lau-
relton) witnessed some of 
the looting and said the 
NYPD did not have enough 
officers in the area.

Sanders had asked the 
National Guard to come 
watch over the area, but 
said the city had told him 
the NYPD could handle the 
crime.

“The mayor assures me 
he has enough police power 
to do the job,” he said. “I 
have not seen many police 
out there touring. I have 
simply not seen them.”

Officers did arrest 
several people as the storm 
subsided Tuesday and the 
suspects were then ar-
raigned by the DA.

Four were charged 
with stealing from a Radio 
Shack, at 87-09 Rockaway 
Beach Blvd., between 9 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, ac-
cording to the DA.

A pair of Queens resi-
dents were charged with 
burglary and possession of 
stolen property for alleged-
ly knocking over Rock Jet-
ty Wine and Spirits, at 97-08 
Rockaway Beach Blvd. at 
about 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
the DA said.

Several Rockaway res-
idents were charged with 
trying to pick up free duds.

At about 11:40 a.m. 
Tuesday two men allegedly 
broke into a clothing store 
and were charged with bur-
glary, the DA said.

The other alleged sarto-
rial shoplifter was charged 
with burglary, theft and 
possession of stolen prop-
erty after he stole a pair of 
boots from a clothing store 
near the corner of Beach 
86th Street and Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard, at about 1 
p.m. Tuesday, the DA said.

Another Rockaway 
duo allegedly robbed 57 
Food Market at 57-25 Shore-
front Pkwy. at about 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, according to the 
DA.

Four Queens residents 
were charged with break-
ing into gas stations, Brown 
said.

Broad Channel under siege
Heavy fl ooding spreads wreckage throughout island’s streets

DA charges dozen
with storm looting
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

Lawmaker seeks perps
in Sunnyside gay slay
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in as little as
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CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A 62-year-old gay Sun-

nyside man who was hit in 
the head by two assailants 
while out walking at night 
nearly two weeks ago suc-
cumbed to his injuries 
Friday, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer’s (D-
Sunnyside) office said.

Van Bramer, a friend 
of victim Lou Rispoli, has 
been urging the public to 
help catch the three men 
associated with the ulti-
mately fatal assault. 

The councilman had 
alerted the community to 
the crime in a news confer-
ence at his district office 
last Thursday and showed 
a picture of Rispoli in hopes 
any witnesses who may 
have seen him walking in 
the area had more infor-
mation. Van Bramer said 
he was a friend of Rispoli, 
who worked on Van Bram-
er’s campaign in 2009. Van 
Bramer’s eyes were red as 
he spoke of him.

“He was a very, very 
strong man,” Van Bramer 
said. “He was funny, and he 
brought laughter and joy to 
us all.”

Rispoli was married 
to a man who he had been 
with for 32 years. Rispoli’s 
husband and family have 

asked to remain anony-
mous, although friend Mark 
Horn read a statement on 
behalf of them urging resi-
dents with information to 
come forward. The state-
ment described Rispoli as a 
great conversationalist and 
a funny man known for his 
dinner parties.

“We find ourselves 
speechless with grief and 
disbelief,” Horn read.

It was unclear whether 
or not the crime was based 
on Rispoli’s sexual orienta-
tion.

Details were scarce on 
the fatal assault, but Van 
Bramer said a witness saw 
Rispoli walking and talk-
ing with two men around 
2 a.m. Oct. 20 on 43rd Av-
enue between 41st and 42nd 
streets while another man 
waited in a vehicle nearby.

The two men then hit 
Rispoli on the head hard 
enough that he had to be 
placed in hospice care 
where he eventually died, 
Van Bramer said.

“All of us are devastat-
ed by what has happened,” 
Van Bramer said. “We have 
got to find the people who 
did this.”

His office said authori-
ties were offering a $22,000 
reward for information lead-
ing to the men’s arrest and 

capture: $10,000 from the 
NYPD, $10,000 from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s of-
fice and $2,000 from Crime 
Stoppers.

Horn said Rispoli was 
an insomniac and was 
known to walk late at night, 
but the family did not know 
why Rispoli might have 
been talking to the men.

No description of the 
attackers was currently 
available. Van Bramer said 
the men may have been in 
their 20s and that one of 
them was tall. There is no 
known surveillance footage 
of the attack, Van Bramer 
said. 

“Some people may 
share our frustration that 
there isn’t more,” Van 
Bramer said. “We don’t 
know enough.”

Those with informa-
tion are asked to contact 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS. 
Information can also be 
sent via the Crime Stoppers 
website at nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or by texting 
274637 (CRIMES) and then 
entering TIP577.

“It is difficult enough 
to know that we’ve lost 
Lou,” Van Bramer said. “It 
is impossible to believe the 
people who did this would 

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Family, friends and 
firefighters spilled out of 
the garage at VIP Auto 
Body Shop in Maspeth Fri-
day as they honored fallen 
heroes from half a century 
ago.

More than 100 city 
firefighters stood in sol-
emn remembrance as city 
Fire Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano unveiled a 
plaque commemorating the 
supreme sacrifice made by 
six firefighters on Oct. 26, 
1962.

On that date, a fire 
broke out and a wall col-
lapsed at the former site of 
the Sefu Soap and Fat Co., 
at 44-15 56th Road , which 
is  now VIP Auto Body.  
The blaze killed  Capt. Wil-
liam Russell and Firefight-
ers Richard Andrews and 
James Marino from Engine 
325; Firefighters Richard 

Gifford and George Zahn 
from Engine 238; and Fire-
fighter Francis Egan from 
Ladder 115.

“Not only will the 
names on the wall remind 
us of the dangers of this 
job, but they will drive us to 
work hard because we owe 
it to those who came before 
us,” Cassano said. “These 
young men were taken 
from the department far 
too soon, bravely battling a 
fire to protect the city.”

Cassano said the trag-
edy was mostly lost to the 
public  when it occurred 
because the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis dominated that 
weekend’s headlines. After 
a memorial at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Manhattan, 
the six men were lost to 
time.

But close to five de-
cades later, the auto shop’s 
owner, Peter Keane, and 
manager Marc Eberle, were 

beginning renovations 
when they found charred 
wood. They did some re-
search and uncovered news 
of the disaster.

Keane said the thought 
of children growing up 
without a father inspired 
him to set up a memorial.

“This is six families 
that lost a father, a brother, 
a son,” said Keane, a Bay-
side resident, adding that 
once the FDNY heard about 
his plans, the department 
took the reins in organiz-
ing and planning the me-
morial. “Six families had 
to try to put the pieces back 
together. I can’t even imag-
ine that.”

Joyce Egan, whose hus-
band Francis lost his life in 
the blaze, said the families 
left behind always memo-
rialized their fallen loved 
ones, but a public memorial 
bringing them together was 
long overdue.

Six Queens fi refi ghters lost
in deadly ‘62 blaze honored

We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday – Friday 3:30pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm – 10:00pm
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
11/30/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
11/30/12

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A phalanx of white-
gloved police officers 
dressed in their ceremoni-
al uniforms lined a somber 
Long Island street Saturday 
as they paid their respects 
to the Nassau County offi-
cer who was gunned down 
in the line of duty days ear-
lier.

As a member of Nas-
sau County’s Emergency 
Service Unit, Officer Ar-
thur Lopez, shield No. 2232, 
was what his fellow officers 
reverently referred to as 
one of the “E-Men.”

“You should know that 
Emergency Service is the 
hardest and most sought-
after assignment in the de-
partment,” Nassau County 
Police Commissioner 
Thomas Dale told mourners 
at St. Christopher’s Church 
in Baldwin, L.I. “In order 
to enter the ranks of Emer-
gency Service, or what we 
call ‘E-Men,’ you must be 
well above standards.”

Lopez’s ESU truck, No. 
2424, had been painted with 
his name and preceded the 

hearse carrying his coffin 
to the church.

“Mr. and Mrs. Lopez, 
when a citizen needs help 
on the street, he calls for a 
police officer. When a po-
lice officer needs help on 
the street, he calls for an 
Emergency Service officer,” 
he told the parents of the 
29-year-old fallen officer. 
“This is the way it works. It 
will always be this way. In 
our police world these are 
our heroes.”

Lopez, a highly deco-
rated veteran of the de-
partment who grew up in 
Flushing, was shot and 
killed Oct. 23 when he and 
his partner pulled over a 
motorist in the Nassau por-
tion of Bellerose who they 
suspected had been in an 
auto accident.

During his time on the 
force Lopez was awarded 
eight medals for heroic 
acts performed in the line 
of duty. At the funeral, his 
parents were given his 
police shield, his posthu-
mously awarded detective 
shield and medal of valor 
and a pair of handcuffs that 

were placed on his accused 
killer.

Lopez’s boss, Lt. 
Adam Scheiner, recalled 
his friend, Artie, as a very 
young officer who badly 
wanted to be a member 
of ESU and loved to make 
those around him laugh.

“His enthusiasm and 
his energy was the first 
thing that caught my atten-
tion,” he said. “It was like a 
sparking electric wire, to-
tally out of control and just 
enthusiastic.”

“Artie, by everyone’s 
account, was truly a best 
friend,” Scheiner said, and 
then fought back tears as 
he concluded his eulogy 

“Artie, I’ll see you when I 
get there.”

Just days before Lopez 
was killed, Nassau County 
Police Officer Joseph Ol-
ivieri died in the line of 
duty when he was struck 
on the roadside by a pass-
ing motorist. Nassau offi-
cials had ordered flags to 
be flown at half staff until 
Nov. 18 in honor of Olivieri, 
after which point they will 
remain lowered until Dec. 
19 in honor of Lopez.

Daniel Miller, a mem-
ber of the Nassau County 
Pipes and Drums, said play-
ing at an officer’s funeral is 
something one never gets 
used to.

“It’s a sign of solidarity 
and support. It’s definitely 
comforting to the family,” 
he said. “It helps them cope 
with the loss and it helps us 
be with the family.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Arthur Lopez’s, parents Alfonso and Mirella, watch as their son’s coffin is carried into the church. Photo by Christina Santucci

Slain offi cer mourned on LI
Arthur Lopez, 29, was gunned down after traffi c stop in Bellerose

Artie, by 
everyone’s 

account, was 
truly a best 

friend.
Lt. Adam Scheiner

Arthur Lopez’s boss

BY RICH BOCKMANN

For 37 years Geraldine 
Ferraro passed through 
the intersection of Ascan 
Avenue and Austin Street 
on her way to and from her 
Forest Hills Gardens home 
and the community gath-
ered there Sunday to en-
sure that her legacy lived 
on for another 37 years and 
beyond.

“Forest Hills was the 
happiest time of her life  
and this is the hub of Forest 
Hills,” Ferraro’s daughter, 
Donna Zaccaro Ullman, 
said at a ceremony co-nam-
ing Ascan Avenue after the 
trailblazer.

Ferraro’s son, John 
Zaccaro Jr., said his grand-
mother finished school af-
ter the seventh-grade and 
had the foresight to real-
ize that a strong education 
would be a leveling factor 
for her daughter.

After graduating from 
Marymount College, Ferra-
ro became a Queens school 
teacher.

When she graduated 
from Fordham Law, she 
was one of only three wom-
en in her graduating class. 
Today, women make up 
about 50 percent of the na-

tion’s law school graduates.
From there she went 

on to become an assistant 
district attorney in the 
Queens DA’s office, where 
she created a special vic-
tims bureau.

In 1978, she was elect-
ed to Congress, where she 
sponsored the Women’s 
Economic Equality Act and 
created a flex-time program 
for public employees.

In 1993, she was ap-
pointed as the U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
by then-President Bill Clin-
ton.

Her most prominent 
achievement came in 1984, 
when she became the first 
female U.S. vice presiden-
tial candidate on a major 
party ticket when Demo-
cratic candidate Walter 
Mondale selected her as his 
running mate.

“I remember when 
she was nominated for the 
vice presidency, when she 
came home to her home 
in Forest Hills Gardens ... 
how proud we all were of 
Geraldine Ferraro,” said 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
who requested the street 
renaming.

Forest Hills gives
homage to Ferraro
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Superstorm Sandy brought flooding and destruction to Queens, despite prepara-
tions to lessen the damage. (Clockwise from top l.) Maria Martinez said she found 
several of her ducks six blocks away in Hamilton Beach; debris litters Channel Road 
in Broad Channel; a downed tree lies across a car on 28th Street in Astoria; Long 
Island City resident Daniel Farcas ventures through flood waters in Gantry Plaza  
to take a photo as Sandy approached; sandbags block the entrance to Vetro in 
Howard Beach; Tom and Ginger Brauner use binoculars to see their summer bun-
galow off of East 12th Road; and two trees block 225th Street in Laurelton. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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The storm left a trail of destruction be-
hind in the beachfront community of 
Breezy Point. (Clockwise from top l.) 
Rescue workers check homes for missing 
or injured people; the interior of a house 
on Rockaway Point Boulevard is visible 
from the road; Mary Welsome search-
es the rubble for her jewelry; debris 
surrounds a damaged structure along 
the promenade; John Martin stands in his 
doorway and looks out at his fractured 
deck; and a large pole lies across an SUV. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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ple and securing hazardous 
areas, including a partially 
burned house in danger of 
collapse.

About 170 National 
Guardsmen and 30 vehi-
cles were deployed across 
Breezy Point, Howard 
Beach and Far Rockaway, 
augmenting the Fire De-
partment’s work, said Eric 
Durr, a spokesman for New 
York’s Division of Military 
and Naval Affairs.

He said typically the 
National Guard helps fire 
and police officers get 
to places they otherwise 
would not be able to reach 
and set up traffic control 
points.

FDNY Assistant Chief 
Joseph Pfeifer said high 
water levels were still mak-
ing the efforts challenging.

He said the Fire De-
partment was working 
with the city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and the Breezy Point Coop-
erative, which runs the pri-
vate community, to restore 
the water supply to the area 
and enable residents to re-
turn to the homes that re-
mained standing.

“This is a devastated 
community,” he said, point-
ing out that the FDNY and 
other city agencies were 
committed to helping the 
area rebuild.

In the meantime, one 
woman whose home was 
partially burned in the 
fire and sustained severe 
flood damage said she did 
not know what her family 
would do.

“I don’t know where 
we’re going to live, where 

we’re going to stay,” said 
Christina Kirk.

She said family mem-
bers had been staying in 
separate locations since the 
storm, with some in Brook-
lyn and others in Long Is-
land.

“We had to split up.  
There was nothing else 
we could do,” she said. “I 
haven’t seen my daughter 
in four days.”

So far, no casualties 
had been reported in the 
fire, which broke out Mon-
day night and raged until 
Tuesday morning. It is un-
clear yet what caused the 
raging blaze, but Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg said 
the winds had been a devas-
tating factor in its spread, 
blowing the flame from one 
building to the next in an 
area where houses stood 
close together.

Through the night 
neighbors who had not 
evacuated knocked on doors 
to find others who had also 
stayed behind and bring 
them to safety, said Meg 
McLoughlin, whose house 
is in the neighborhood.

She said she brought 
about 50 people to her home, 
many whom crowded on 
her deck.

“Whoever we could 
take in we took in,” she 
said. “Animals, people, 
everyone. We were doing 
what we could to save the 
neighbors.”

Meanwhile, efforts by 
the Fire Department to put 
out the blaze were ham-
pered by floodwaters.

Tom O’Day, who 
worked for 35 years as a 
firefighter in Brooklyn and 
whose girlfriend lives in 
Breezy Point, said the wa-
ter rose chest-high on the 

roads Monday night  and 
fire engines were having 
extreme difficulty getting 
through.

He said he has never 
seen a fire like the one that 
razed through the neigh-
borhood.

“That was the worst 
fire I’ve ever seen,” he said.

Elsewhere in Breezy 
Point Wednesday, people 
braved long lines of traf-
fic and parked far away on 
Rockaway Point Boulevard 
to hike in through streets 
still flooded in areas. De-
bris littered the ground 
and blocked pathways and 
residents warned of hidden 
cesspools. One man car-
ried away what possessions 
he could salvage from his 
home in a child’s wagon.

Many houses not de-
stroyed by the fire were 
devastated by floodwaters. 
Some homes were knocked 
off their foundations, tilt-
ing precariously to one 
side. Others were missing 
entire walls.

One man returned to 
his Breezy Point house with 
his family to find it rocked 
from its foundation, ripped 
apart from the chimney 
that still remained stand-
ing.

John Martin said he 
had just bought the house 
in March and it was intend-
ed as a summer home, but 
now “it’s obviously a total 
loss.”

But he said he was de-
termined to rebuild.

“We have to,” he said. 
“I think everyone will. This 
is the type of place where 
everyone will pull together 
and in a year or two years 
you’ll have most of this re-
built, I’m positive.”

Continued from Page 1

Breezy

the effects of Hurricane 
Sandy are addressed.

As of Thursday after-
noon, Queens posted the 
second-highest number of 
customers without power in 
New York City with 103,000, 
according to Con Ed’s latest 
news update. Manhattan 
had the most customers 
without power at 227,000.

“You have not been for-
gotten,” Con Ed said Thurs-
day to one of its Queens cus-
tomers via Twitter. “Over 
100,000 Con Ed customers 
in Queens and Brooklyn 
have been restored.”

The utility said Thurs-
day that crews have re-
stored electricity to more 
than 225,000 customers 
since the storm’s depar-
ture.

“The outage numbers 
that Con Ed is reporting 
are completely understat-
ed,” Avella said. “The ac-

tual numbers are probably 
three to four times as many 
customers without power. 
Con Ed is clearly ignor-
ing the dire situation that 
exists for many residents 
without power, including 
seniors who have health 
care needs and equipment 
that depends upon electri-
cal power.”

Con Ed announced 
that crews restored two 
underground electrical 
networks overcome by the 
storm servicing 2,000 cus-
tomers in Manhattan and 
about 28,200 in Brooklyn.

According to Avella, 
the utility has been tell-
ing its customers that pri-
ority was being given to 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. 
The senator sent a letter 
to Bloomberg Tuesday, one 
day after Hurricane Sandy 
battered the Northeast, 
saying Con Ed had failed 
to adequately respond in 
Queens.

Cuomo announced the 
National Guard would join 
with the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency to 
deliver 1 million meals and 
bottled water to parts of 
Lower Manhattan, Brook-
lyn and Queens, including 
the battered Rockaways 
region. The governor said 
he would visit one distri-
bution site in Manhattan 
Thursday afternoon.

“The first plane into 
[John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport] this morn-
ing was from FEMA, carry-
ing supplies and personnel 
we requested,” Cuomo said. 
“New York state will con-
tinue to deploy all our re-
sources in response to Hur-
ricane Sandy and adjust to 
the needs and concerns of 
New Yorkers so that we can 
ensure a safe and speedy 
recovery.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Slow recovery

lived in the Breezy Point 
section of the Rockaways 
and gave his first-hand ac-
count of the inferno that 
eventually razed more than 
80 homes in the area.

“I, along with many 
other Breezy Point resi-
dents, lost our homes last 
night and I am grateful that 
my family and I are safe af-
ter this destructive storm. 
I hope you will join me in 
lending a hand to those who 
were less fortunate and 
keep everyone impacted by 
this storm in your thoughts 
and prayers,” Turner said 
in a statement Tuesday af-
ter Superstorm Sandy crip-
pled the entire city.

Turner and his wife 
had lived in their home 
for 32 years, but Monday 
night it was burned to the 
ground after an initial fire 
was whipped into a blaze 
by Sandy’s high winds. It 
burned for hours, Turner 
said in an interview with 
Fox News.

“At the very height of 
the storm, which was about 
7:30 p.m., the water surge 
was such that emergency 

equipment couldn’t even 
get on the peninsula. So 
the fire — there was noth-
ing anyone could do, it went 
unchecked for about 2 1/2 
hours,” he said.

About 200 of the city’s 
Bravest battled the inferno 
and rescued residents by 
boat, but not before a sec-
tion of the coastal enclave 
was left a smoldering pile 
of cinders.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-Lau-
relton) also rode out the 
storm in his Far Rockaway 
home. Though he strongly 
urged his constituents to 
evacuate, Sanders believes 
that government officials 
should not flee the scene of 
natural disasters.

At about 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, the councilman 
walked outside to see high 
winds and flooding in the 
streets.

“So that tree did fall 
down,” he said, staring into 
his driveway at his wife’s 
car crushed underneath.

Hours later, as the 
storm surge pushed sea wa-
ters to record levels, at least 
4 feet of water was rushing 

through the streets, accord-
ing to Sanders.

“Things have taken a 
turn for the worse,” he told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
during the storm.

The basement and first 
floor of his house complete-
ly flooded and the power 
had gone out.

“I’m in a world of 
trouble,” he said, adding 
that the lack of electricity 
meant that pumps would 
not work to keep houses 
dry as the water rushed in 
and the wind howled in the 
darkness.

Indeed, elsewhere in 
the Rockaways at least four 
Queens residents drowned 
when they did not make it 
to higher ground or the sec-
ond story of their homes.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, Sanders said 
he prepared by stockpil-
ing meals similar to what 
he had consumed as a U.S. 
Marine, and kept a large ax 
with him in case he had to 
hack though the attic of his 
home.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Congressman

have such an impact?”
McGregor also posted 

a short video with pictures 
of Abraham at work on 
fashion shoots.

“She was a nice girl,” 
said neighbor Mohan Mam-
gal, who along with other 
nearby residents had been 
told that Abraham was 
taking pictures with her 
cellphone when she came 

in contact with the downed 
wires.

After the initial elec-
trocution, Abraham’s body 
continued to be scorched, 
according to neighbors as 
emergency and police re-
sponders could only watch 
helplessly until the power 
could be shut down by Con-
solidated Edison.

“She was burned all 
over,” said neighbor Marie 
Costa.

It took about two hours 
for utility crews to turn off 
power before Abraham’s 

body could be reached.
“I just saw a big fire, I 

didn’t know that a person 
was getting burned,” said 
neighbor Shaun Harrilall.

Con Ed could not com-
ment on the specific inci-
dent.

As of Thursday after-
noon , power had still not 
been restored to the block, 
and the only evidence that 
the grisly death had taken 
place was a black char 
mark along 105th Avenue.

Continued from Page 1

Woman
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Gift Certifi cates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

 Over 1,000 German 
Imported Products & A Full 
Butcher Department with 

BBQ Specialties. 

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate


