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State Sen. Joseph Addabbo signs in to vote as he is joined by his wife Dawn at JHS 202 in Ozone Park. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The race for the hotly contest-

ed 15th state Senate District seat 
seemed to be neck-and-neck for a 
number of weeks, but incumbent 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) pulled out a decisive victo-
ry against City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) when the 
ballots were counted.

The district includes parts of 
the Rockaways, Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park, Woodhaven, Forest 

Hills, Glen-
dale, Middle 
Village and 
Maspeth, but 

the contest  hadbroader implica-
tions since the winner will help 
decide which party controls the 
Senate, where the GOP has had 
the majority.

As of Election Night the ver-
dict was still out on which party 
would gain control and voting in 
storm-ravaged south Queens was 
thought to be a game-changer in 
the balance of power in Albany in 
2013.

Addabbo portrayed him-
self as a leader who stood up for 
workers and families, while Ul-
rich said the incumbent’s efforts 
had not been enough to heal New 
York’s economic wounds or set 
the state on the road to financial 
recovery.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
An executive order from Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo meant Queens 
residents displaced by Hurricane 
Sandy’s wrath could cast a ballot 
anywhere in the state, but with 
entire neighborhoods still in the 
dark and a lack of communica-
tion from the city Board of Elec-
tions, this year’s voter turnout 
remained unclear into the night.

But the governor’s order did 
not allow voters to cast ballots in 
local races outside their own dis-
tricts, so San-
dy’s impact 
may be most 
acutely felt 
in the closely 
watched race for state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo’s seat, which covers part 
of the Rockaways.

Voters in the Rockaways had 
a difficult time getting to the polls 
as a number of sites remained 
without power and residents had 
to fight through the devastation 
to exercise their constitutional 
right to vote.

In an attempt to assist voters 
whose polling places were dam-
aged by the hurricane, the BOE 
arranged for shuttle buses that 
would run every 15 minutes to 
ferry displaced voters to and from 
polling places in areas hardest hit 
by last week’s superstorm.

Senate race gallops to fi nish line
Addabbo holds off challenge from Ulrich in election marked by Hurricane Sandy

Voters face 
challenges in 

wake of storm
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
State Senate candi-

dates locked in a tight and 
nationally scrutinized elec-
tion in southern Queens 
put their campaigns aside 
in the days leading up to 
Election Day and devoted 
their full efforts to recov-
ery from Hurricane Sandy 
instead.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), who 
was challenging Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) for his seat, said he 
had spent zero time on his 
campaign since the day be-
fore the storm hit at a poll-
ing site Tuesday.

“Two-thirds of my dis-
trict was absolutely devas-
tated by the storm in one 
way or another and I have 
an obligation to my con-
stituents to make sure they 
are okay, they are safe, that 

they have everything they 
need,” he said. “We’ll worry 
about the politics later.”

A staff member for 
Addabbo also said the elec-
tion was the furthest thing 
from the politician’s mind 
at the district office Mon-
day.

“‘This is not about an 
election,’” the staff member 
recalled Addabbo saying.

The storm came days 
before voters would decide 
which candidate would 
take the 15th State Senate 
District, which covers How-
ard Beach, Ozone Park, 
Woodhaven, Glendale, Mid-
dle Village, Maspeth and 
parts of South Ozone Park, 
Ridgewood, Rego Park and 
Sunnyside. The race is one 
of the tightest and most ex-
pensive in the state, with 
state Republicans’ slim 
majority in the Senate at 

A traditional dancer mesmerizes and delights the crowd celebrat-
ing Resorts World’s one-year anniversary. Photo by Steve Mosco

Storm recovery fi rst 
for pols in tight race

Volunteers serve Sandy victims hamburgers on the street out-
side state Sen. Joseph Addabbo’s water-damaged district of-
fice in Howard Beach. See more coverage on Page 4. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

Continued on Page 44

Casino celebrates year one
Resorts World refl ects on success with fi rst anniversary in Queens

BY STEVE MOSCO

The early returns are 
in and one year after offi-
cials rolled the dice on a ca-
sino at the long-fading Aq-
ueduct Racetrack in South 
Ozone Park, business is 
booming.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City celebrated 
its one-year anniversary 
recently and announced it 
has emerged as the single 
largest slot revenue gam-
ing property in the country 
 , generating close to $650 
million in revenue over 
the last 12 months, outpac-
ing slots at Atlantic City in 
New Jersey and Foxwoods 
and Mohegan Sun in Con-
necticut.

Aside from the gross 
gaming revenues generat-
ed since it opened, Resorts 
World has sent more than 
$445 million in tax revenue 
to the state, with more than 
$286 million of that going 
directly to the state’s edu-
cation fund.

To further celebrate 
its successful year, Resorts 
World President Michael 
Speller presented a check 
for a half million dollars 
to local community groups 
at the casino’s anniversary 
celebration Oct. 25.

“While we never 
doubted this would be a 
successful venture, not 
only for Resorts World Ca-
sino New York City, but for 
the Queens community and 
New York state, we have 
far exceeded expectations,” 
said Michael Speller, presi-

dent of Resorts World Ca-
sino New York City. “We 
are confident that as we 
continue enhancing our 
gaming and entertainment 
offerings for the next year, 
the Queens community and 
New York state will contin-
ue to be the big winners at 
Resorts World Casino, with 
record revenues for educa-
tion and the horse racing 
industry.”

Speller said the half-
million dollar donation of-
ficially launches Resorts 
World Casino’s Resort 
World Gives philanthropic 
foundation, dedicated to 
the continued support of 
the local community.

Genting New York, a 
subsidiary of the largest 
gambling company in Eng-
land and Southeast Asia, 
opened the casino last fall, 
with 4,525 electronic slot 
machines and 475 electron-
ic table games. The gaming 
giant converted the dilapi-
dated grandstand at Aq-
ueduct into an electronic 
gaming mecca packed with 
slot machines and a dizzy-
ing array of restaurants.

Casino officials were 
joined by elected officials 
and community members 
to celebrate the anniver-
sary, with many marveling 
at the amount of success 
the facility has seen in one 
year.

“Developing the site 
and constructing the facil-
ity generated more than 
a thousand jobs — many 
of which went to residents 

Continued on Page 44
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The Famous Chef - Humberto - and his Partner Benito (formerly of Ember 
Steakhouse) are now Preparing Delicious Steaks for the Queens Community. 

Please Come and Enjoy Our Menu.

FREE DELIVERY

Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!
NO CHANGE TO THE DINER MENU WILL BE MADE!

Thank you for your support!

GOOD FOOD

GOOD COMPANY

GOOD TIMES

Shrimp cocktail (4) jumbo .........$8.95 
Fresh mozzarella & tomato ........ $7.95
Caesar salad ................................$6.95

Mixed Green salad ........................$5.95 
Fried calamari ...............................$7.95

Menu Additions for Your Dining Pleasure…

All plates served with choice of potato & vegetable of the day.
All plates served with a glass of homemade Sangria, Wine, or Beer!

T-bone Steak for Two ................ $34.95 
T-bone for One .......................... $24.95
New York Cut Sirloin Steak ...... $19.95
Rib Eye Steak ............................ $23.95
Filet Mignon  ............................. $23.95 
Calf Liver with Bacon & Onion  $11.95
Two Cut Pork Chops Topped w/
 Sauteed Hot or Sweet Pepper  ..$13.95

Shrimp Scampi (6) Jumbo 
 w/ Rice  ................................... $17.95
Veal Marsala, Piccata 
 or Francese .............................$13.95
Chicken Marsala, Piccata 
 or Francese .............................$11.95
Filet of Sole Broiled or Sauteed ... $15.95

ENTRÉES

APPETIZERS

Forest Hills Diner 
& Restaurant 

is Now Serving 
Steak, Chops 

and More. 

To meet the needs of both the patient 
and the family, 

At Home Solutions 
provides the right combination of services 
and support. We provide affordable and 
appropriate clinical care with all the 
convenience of home.

We also can provide guidance and 
support for individuals that are 
currently receiving Home Care but 
must transfer now. We work with 
most MLTC Programs.

If you Answered Yes to Anything 

Below You Can Benefi t Greatly from 

Our Dedicated Caregivers

Need additional assistance to live 

independently at home due to an 

illness, disability, or advanced age. 

Have a chronic or life-threatening 

illness and want to rest in the 

comfort of the home environment. 

Are able to be discharged from a 

hospital or nursing home but need 

additional care at home. 

Require short-term assistance 

at home because of same-day or 

outpatient surgery, or maternity-

related incapacity.

“We Do Care...”

Do You or a Loved One Need Care?

(718) 441-6803

BY STEVE MOSCO

Queens might not be 
known for having a fragile 
ecosystem, but one such 
spot in the southern por-
tion of the borough is in 
dire straits following the 
devastation from Hurri-
cane Sandy.

Situated in southern 
Queens and eastern Brook-
lyn, Jamaica Bay lies at the 
far end of the Rockaways 
A train. About 40 minutes 
from Manhattan by train, 
blocks of apartments sud-
denly give way to marshes 
and exotic egrets replace 
the common pigeon.

The park’s unique 
landscape con-
tains a variety 
of rare native 
habitats, includ-
ing a salt marsh, upland 
field and woods, brackish 
water ponds and an open 
expanse of bay. The Jamai-

ca Bay Wildlife Refuge is 
one of the most significant 
bird sanctuaries in the 
Northeast, with more than 
330 bird species sighted 
over the last 25 years.

The bay is also home 
to an array of reptiles, am-
phibians, small mammals, 
more than 60 species of but-
terflies and a large popula-
tion of horseshoe crabs.

But Jamaica Bay’s 
wildlife and its serene sur-
roundings were suddenly 
compromised when last 
week’s superstorm hit. 
Aside from the heartbreak-
ing human toll, the storm 
blasted the bay with short-
term and long-term effects, 

according to Dan 
Hendrick, the 
communications 
director at the 

New York League of Con-
servation Voters, who au-
thored a book about the bay 
in 2004.

“The biggest issue is 
that with the storm, a tre-
mendous volume of debris 
washed into the bay,” said 
Hendrick, who is involved 
with the production of “Ja-
maica Bay Lives!” an up-

coming documentary on 
the bay. “It’s a hazard for 
the people there and it’s 
also a detriment to the wa-
ter quality.”

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 

announced Saturday that 
significant work has been 
completed to wastewater 
treatment facilities dam-
aged by the storm, with 99 
percent of the city’s waste-
water being treated.

Besides water qual-
ity, Jamaica Bay suffered 
damage elsewhere. Hen-
drick said the storm rav-
aged the habitats of the 
piping plover and the ter-
rapin populations. He also 
said the storm surge cut a 
new channel from the bay 
into what was a freshwater 
pond and created an array 
of sinkholes.

“These animals rely 
on this habitat and the pip-
ing plover will be impacted 
when it comes back from 
migration next year,” he 
said. “We will keep an eye 
out for turtle health, as we 
expect numbers will drop 
next year.”

In the wake of Hur-

ricane Sandy, Hendrick 
believes it is time for con-
servationists — along with 
the city, state and federal 
governments — to redouble 
their efforts to monitor cli-
mate change and protect 
the citizens who call the 
shoreline home.

“We woke up to a new 
reality after Sandy and we 
have run out of excuses,” he 
said. “We have to look at the 
wisdom of having homes 
in such vulnerable places. 
And if we have to rebuild, 
we have to do it right.”

And those people along 
the shore, those who choose 
to live perilously close to 
the Atlantic Ocean, are 
some of the most resilient 
people Hendrick has met.

“Virtually everyone 
I spoke to said it’s all just 
stuff. We will throw it away 
and start anew,” he said. 
“And they say this in the 
face of total destruction.”

An expert says Jamaica Bay’s ecosystem was damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Superstorm imperils Jamaica Bay’s delicate ecosystem
Hurricane Sandy threatens water quality, ravages bird habitats, creates sinkholes in wildlife refuge 

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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ELECTION COVERAGE

Turnout backlogs polls across Queens
Boro residents wait in line for hours to cast presidential ballots and re-elect incumbents to state seats

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Queens residents 

drawn out by the presiden-
tial race packed the polls 
in many parts of the bor-
ough, putting an additional 
strain on the city Board of 
Elections already burdened 
by the task of collecting 
ballots in neighborhoods 
destroyed by Hurricane 
Sandy.

Many areas hardest 
hit by the hurricane, like 
Breezy Point and Broad 
Channel, were conser-
vative enclaves deemed 
crucial in the borough’s 
most hotly contested race 
for the state Senate. City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(D-Ozone Park) challenged 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) for his 
seat, which covers Howard 

Beach, Ozone Park, Glen-
dale, Middle Village, Wood-
haven, Maspeth and parts 
of South Ozone Park, Rego 
Park, Ridgewood and Sun-
nyside.

Addabbo pulled out a 
victory and held onto his 
seat, according to poll num-
bers late Tuesday night.

The race was one of 
several being watched 
closely by both parties, 
since it could have upset 
the balance of the state Sen-
ate, currently controlled by 
Republicans and led by Sen-
ate Speaker Dean Skelos (R-
Rockville Centre).

On a federal level, state 
Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) faced 
off for a congressional seat 
running from Ridgewood 

in the west through Forest 
Hills, with the bulk of the 
area covering northeast 
Queens neighborhoods like 
Flushing and Bayside.

Meng handily won the 
seat and praised the voters 
for putting another woman 
into federal office.

Incumbents all over 
the borough retained their 
seats. In races for vacant 
spots, Ron Kim beat out 
Phil Gim for a Flushing 
Assembly position. The 
win makes Kim, the first 
Korean American elected 
to statewide office in New 
York.

Farther east, Nily Ro-
zic handily defeated her 
opponents, including Jerry 
Iannece, who lost to her in 
the Democratic primary, 
but ran against her again Vanessa Lowry-Lockett comforts her daughter Lea as they wait in line to vote in Flushing. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

With key swing states 
such as Ohio, Florida and 
Pennsylvania in their 
crosshairs, President Ba-
rack Obama and former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney seemed to assume 
New York was a lock for 
the Democratic candidate 
— and judging by the sen-
timents expressed by vot-
ers in southeast Queens 
on Election Day, they were 
right.

Voters lined up early 
and in great numbers Tues-
day at polling sites in neigh-
borhoods such as Cambria 
Heights, St. Albans and Ja-
maica, where some voters 
said they waited for as long 

as two hours to cast their 
votes.

By midday, the polling 
sites at the Math, Science 
Research and Technical 
High School at Campus 
Magnet and PS 147, both 
in Cambria Heights, had 
logged nearly 5,000 votes 
and the lines that stretched 
around their buildings 
were only growing larger.

Raqiyah Dixon, 26, 
said that even through the 
presidential debates she 
had not decided whom she 
would vote for.

“I’m not registered as a 
party. I’m an independent,” 
she said. “After this week 
especially, I felt [Obama] 
showed really strong lead-
ership helping us get out 

of this disaster situation. 
With Romney, I don’t really 
get that vibe.”

Amaya Stewart, 12, 
went to PS 147 where she 
watched her mother, a 
Haitian immigrant, vote 
for the first time. Amaya’s 
mother was reluctant to 
say why she had voted for 
Obama, though the young 
girl was eager to explain 
why she would vote for him 
— if he could run again in 
four years.

“If you vote for an Af-
rican-American president 
again, us African Ameri-
cans will feel like we’re 
somebody,” she said.

Rod Ivey, a produc-
tion artist for TimesLedger 

Support for Obama in SE Queens 
appears to remain strong in 2012

Sandy’s impact felt as voters  
sent to other polling places

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Election Day arrived 

in Queens despite the lin-
gering devastation from 
Hurricane Sandy and the 
effects of the storm on vot-
ers’ ability to cast their bal-
lots was evident across the 
borough.

In an attempt to make 
voting easier — and in 
some cases possible — for 
residents to participate in 
Election Day, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed an execu-
tive order allowing voters 
who were registered in a 
federally declared disaster 
county to vote on an affida-
vit ballot at any poll site in 
the state.

“Hurricane Sandy has 

already disrupted the lives 
of countless New Yorkers, 
but we will not let it disrupt 
anyone seeking to exercise 
the most fundamental of 
democratic rights: the right 
to vote,” the governor said 

the day before Election 
Day. “Even in times of great 
tragedy and suffering, New 
Yorkers understand that 
we must continue to do all 
that we can to maintain the 

Voters wait on long lines at PS 63 in Ozone Park during Election 
Day. Photo by Christina Santucci

Elections 2012 2012

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 50



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 8-14, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

WE

5

ELECTION COVERAGE

Meng cruises to House win
Flushing pol becomes state’s fi rst Asian-American congresswoman

BY JOE ANUTA

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
vanquished City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) in Tuesday’s 
election, becoming the first 
Asian American federal 
lawmaker from New York 
state.

Hurricane Sandy 
threw a wrench into the city 
Board of Elections’ plans 
in other parts of Queens, 
but no polling sites were 
moved or relegated to tents 
in the district running 
from Flushing and Bay-
side through Forest Hills, 
Ridgewood and Middle Vil-
lage, although the storm’s 
effect on turnout was not 
immediately known.

“Tonight is historic in 
that we’ve taken one small 
step in getting more women 
elected to government,” 
Meng said at her victory 
party in the Sheraton La-
Guardia Hotel in downtown 
Flushing. 

In the weeks leading up 
to Meng’s victory, both she 
and her opponent released 
polls that predicted drasti-
cally different results. Hal-
loran’s assessment had him 
neck-and-neck with Meng, 
but the assemblywoman’s 
camp immediately tried 
to debunk the numbers 
and released internal polls 
showing Meng with a com-
manding lead.

Meng’s numbers 
turned out to be more re-
flective of the votes, with 
early numbers putting her 
ahead of Halloran by a wide 
margin.

The assemblywoman’s 
win means that the mother 
of two will trade Albany 
for Washington, D.C., but 
it may also vault her into a 
new position in Queens.

Politics in Flushing is 
rarely dull, with different 
factions and ethnic groups 
all jockeying for position 
in the largely Asian-Amer-
ican enclave.

Assemblywoman Grace Meng balances her sons Tyler (l.) and 
Brandon as she waits in line to vote in Flushing. Her husband 
Wayne Kye looks on. Photo by Christina Santucci

Boro lawmakers keep Albany posts
BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite a contentious 
redistricting that Queens’ 
Democratic legislators 
found to be a transparent 
power grab by Republicans 
to control the state Senate, 
Queens Democratic sena-
tors ended up holding onto 
their districts by large mar-
gins in the 2012 elections.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), whose district 
was originally redrawn to 
put his house in Sen. Jose 
Peralta’s (D-East Elmhurst) 
territory, ended up defeat-
ing Republican challenger 
Aurelio Arcabascio with 86 
percent of the vote, accord-

ing to unofficial results 
from NY 1.

Both Gianaris, who 
was elected in 2010 after 
serving in the state As-
sembly for 10 years, and 
Arcabascio, who works at 
North Shore-LIJ, made job 
creation and better health 
care for the district crucial 
components of their cam-
paigns. The senator also 
focused on gun control and 
environmental protection 
while Arcabascio touted 
creating an urban enter-
prise zone in Maspeth.

Gianaris had criticized 
the new lines as gerryman-
dering that divided neigh-
borhoods and an attempt to 

hold onto power by forcing 
Democrats to run against 
each other. He did not face 

a primary race.
In northeast Queens, 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), handily defeated 
Republican Joseph Con-
cannon, a retired NYPD 
officer, with a 73 percent 
lead, according to NY 1. 
Avella ran against hydrof-
racking and political cor-
ruption, but Concannon, 
whose campaign promises 
included a smaller govern-
ment and a crackdown on 
crime, accused Avella of 
not doing enough.

Former Republican 
Sen. Frank Padavan, who 
Avella unseated in 2010, 
thought of running a re-

State Sen. Michael Gianaris de-
feated his Republican challeng-
er.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo speaks to poll workers at 
JHS 202 in Ozone Park as he prepares to cast his ballot. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Addabbo defeats Ulrich
in key state Senate race

BY KAREN FRANTZ

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
beat back a strong Republi-
can challenge and held onto 
his seat with a decisive vic-
tory to win a second term, 
according to unofficial re-
sults from NY 1.

The race pitted the in-
cumbent against a 27-year-
old rising star in the state 
Republican Party, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who had 
taken control of Addabbo’s 
City Council seat in a spe-
cial election just three 
years ago.  

With 97 percent of the 
vote counted, Addabbo had 
57 percent of the ballots cast 
to 42 percent for Ulrich, 
based on NY I’s tabulation.

The race was one of the 
most expensive and closely 
watched in the state, with 
Republicans vying to hold 
onto their slim majority in 
Albany.

The 15th State Sen-
ate District covers Howard 
Beach, Ozone Park, Glen-
dale, Middle Village, Wood-
haven, Maspeth and parts 
of South Ozone Park, Rego 
Park, Ridgewood and Sun-
nyside.

The state Republican 
Senate Committee poured 
money into Ulrich’s cam-
paign, with a donation of 
$250,000 in April and trans-
fers of hundreds of thou-
sands more in September 
and October.

Meanwhile, state Dem-
ocrats rallied hard behind 
Addabbo, who racked up 
important endorsements 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and U.S. Sen. Chuck Schum-
er (D-N.Y.).

But campaigning by 
both candidates halted en-
tirely in the last days lead-
ing up to the election as 
Hurricane Sandy ravaged 
southern Queens and ef-
forts were turned entirely 
to helping with the recov-
ery.

Turnout in the district 
was expected to be low be-
cause many voters were in 
areas hit hard by the storm 
and without power and 
transportation. Several 
polling stations also had to 
be moved to other areas be-
cause floodwaters damaged 
the original sites.

Ulrich had blasted the 
city Board of Elections and 
the Queens County Demo-
cratic Committee for not 
doing more to help facilitate 
voting in the ravaged areas 
in the Rockaways while he 
was at PS 63 on Sutter Av-
enue in Ozone Park to cast 
his own vote Tuesday.

“Haven’t people suf-
fered enough in that com-
munity?” he said.

Throughout his cam-
paign, Addabbo maintained 
he was a strong leader who 
had a record of standing up 
for workers and families 
during tough fiscal situa-
tions as both a state senator 

Elections 2012 2012

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Control of the state 
Senate was still up in the 
air hours after the polls 
closed across New York 
state Tuesday.

Democrats were hop-
ing to pick up seats in the 
state, where they lost six in 
2010, as part of a larger goal 
of retaking the majority. In 
several key races, Republi-
cans and Democrats vied 
for control of the Senate, 
where the GOP held a 33-29 
majority prior to Election 
Night. Pollsters were keep-
ing a close eye on five state 
Senate races that will de-
termine which party holds 
the majority in Albany.

As of presstime, re-
sults were too close to call 
in those races, but at least 
two hotly contested state 
contests seemed to lean to-
ward the Democratic can-
didate. 

In Queens,  state Sen. 

Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) appeared to hold 
back Republican challenger 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) with about 75 
percent of the vote counted 
and in Westchester, Assem-
blyman George Latimer (D-
Mamaroneck) held a lead 
over Republican Bob Cohen 
in a race to fill the seat va-

cated by Sen. Suzi Oppen-
heimner (D-Mamaroneck), 
who retired this year. 

Siena pollster Steven 
Greenberg said races in 
state Senate Districts in 
Queens and Westchester as 
well as in Albany and Roch-
ester were the most com-
petitive in the state. 

Democrats have to re-

tain two competitive seats 
and win three additional 
seats to regain the state 
Senate majority.

In Rochester , Democrat 
Ted O’Brien was favored to 
defeat Assemblyman Sean 
Hanna (R-Mendon) to suc-
ceed state Sen. James Alesi 
(R- Perinton), who is retir-
ing.

“These three seats 
– two currently held by 
Republicans – are seen as 
among the key races in 
the Democrats’ attempt to 
retake the majority in the 
Senate next year. In order 
for there to be 32 Democrats 
in the new 63-member Sen-
ate, Democrats have to hold 
two downstate seats – the 
15th in Queens and the 37th 
in Westchester – that previ-
ous Siena polling showed 
to be tight races and win 
three additional seats,” 
Greenberg said. “The Re-
publicans believe they have 
a strong chance of main-
taining the majority and 
of winning one or both of 
those seats.”

In a fourth competi-
tive race in Albany , a newly 
created district under re-
districting, Assemblyman 
George Amedore (R-Rotter-
dam) was facing Democrat 
Cecilia Tkaczyk. A Siena 
poll showed Amedore with 

a tight lead as of presstime. 
And the fifth race, 

which could give Democrats 
control of the Senate, is the 
contest between Democrat 
Terry Gibson, who has 
seemingly grabbed victory 
from Sen. Stephen Saland 
(R-Poughkeepsie).

But it is the race in 
Rochester  that has most 
pollsters intrigued.

“Hanna had the 
early lead and the early 
advantage. He was better 
known and had a stronger 
favorability rating than 
O’Brien. That has changed 
in the last four weeks in 
this district with a five-
point Democratic enroll-
ment edge,” Greenberg 
said. “While O’Brien is still 
unknown to more voters 
than Hanna, he is viewed 
more favorably than Hanna 
and Hanna is viewed con-
siderably more unfavorably 
than O’Brien.”

ELECTION COVERAGE

BY PHIL CORSO

It was a successful 
Election Day for Queens 
incumbents running for re-
election in the state Assem-
bly Tuesday, with results 
showing no upsets in the 
borough and two new faces 
earning a trip to Albany.

Four of the six As-
sembly races in Queens 
included incumbents look-
ing to maintain their seats. 
All four were successful, 
including Assemblywomen 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth), Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village), Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood).

In the remaining two 
races, the Assembly will 
welcome two new faces 
from Queens: Nily Rozic, 
of Fresh Meadows, and Ron 
Kim, of Flushing.

Rozic received more 
than 67 percent of the vote 

to beat out opponents Abe 
Fuchs, a Republican who 
received 25 percent, Inde-
pendent Jerry Iannece, who 
received nearly 5 percent, 
and Conservative William 
Garifal Jr., who received 
nearly 3 percent, according 
to unofficial NY 1 results. 
She will replace Assembly-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows), who opted 
not to seek re-election after 
a failed run for Congress 
in June’s Democratic pri-
mary.

In Flushing’s newly 
drawn 40th District, Demo-
cratic, Working Families 
and Independence candi-
date Ron Kim beat Repub-
lican Philip Gim with 66 
percent of the votes against 
his opponent’s 34 percent, 
according to unofficial NY 
1 results. Kim campaigned 
largely on promoting small 
business growth and educa-
tion in the district.

Markey, who bested Re-

publican and Conservative 
candidate Anthony Nun-
ziato in central Queens’ 
30th District rematch by 
a margin of nearly 64 per-
cent to about 36 percent, 
has signed onto several 
bills throughout her more 
than 10 years in Albany, 

including one that sought 
to address sexual abuse in 
private schools.

In 2010, Markey also 
beat Nunziato in the same 
race, with 9,745 Demo-
cratic votes against her 
opponent’s 5,029 on the Re-
publican line, 439 on the 

Independence line and 768 
on the Conservative line, 
according to the city Board 
of Elections.

In the 33rd Assembly 
District, which includes 
parts of southern Queens 
near Cambria Heights, 
Clark held onto her seat in 
the against More Jobs Par-
ty candidate Clyde Vanel. 
According to unofficial re-
sults, Clark received more 
than 95 percent of the vote.

Clark was first elected 
to the Assembly in 1986 and 
had already beaten Vanel 
in the Sept. 13 Democratic 
primary, campaigning on 
her experience against his 
pro-business platform.

As for northwest 
Queens, including most of 
Astoria, Simotas kept her 
seat as Assemblywoman 
for the 36th District against 
Republican challenger Ju-
lia Haich, of Astoria, with 
more than 82 percent of the 
vote, according to unoffi-

cial NY 1 results.
The Greek-American 

Simotas said she has fo-
cused her efforts in Albany 
on revitalizing the state’s 
economy and strengthen-
ing the criminal justice 
system.

As for the 37th District, 
which includes Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Astoria, Mas-
peth, Queensbridge, Long 
Island City and Ridgewood, 
Nolan defended her seat 
against Republican chal-
lenger John Kevin Wilson 
with more than 85 percent 
of the vote.

Nolan was first elected 
to Albany in 1984 and has 
served as chairwoman of 
the Assembly Standing 
Committee on Education 
since 2006.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo speaks about storm recovery and the election outside JHS 202 in Ozone 
Park. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Two new faces elected to Assembly from NE Queens

State Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan (c.) buys food from 
Geraldine Warren (r.) outside a polling site at Queensbridge 
Houses. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer joins them. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Control of Albany’s upper house hangs in balance
Elections 2012 2012
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ELECTION COVERAGE

BY PHIL CORSO

Queens elected Demo-
crats to all seven House 
seats open in the borough 
with two new faces ready 
to represent the county in 
Washington when the new 
term begins in January.

In the newly redrawn 
3rd Congressional District, 
which will include Bay Ter-
race, Little Neck and Whit-
estone as well as parts of 
Long Island, Democratic 
incumbent Steve Israel (D-
Hauppauge) bested three 
opponents with more than 
56 percent of the votes, ac-
cording to unofficial News-
day results. His Republican 
challenger, Stephen Labate, 
received roughly 43 percent 
of the votes, while Libertar-
ian Michael McDermott ac-
counted for half a percent of 
the votes and Constitution 
Party candidate Anthony 
Tolda received .11 percent, 
Newsday reported. 

Israel was first elected 
to Congress in 2001 and has 
since become known as a 
staunch advocate for the 
middle class.

In the 5th Congres-
sional District, which in-
cludes Elmont, Jamaica 
and the Rockaways, U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-
maica) beat out Republican 
challenger Allan Jennings 
and Libertarian Catherine 
Wark with more than 87 
percent of the votes, ac-
cording to unofficial NY 1 
results.

Meeks has been in Con-
gress since 1998 and was on 
record as having supported 
President Barack Obama’s 
stimulus and health care 
bills.

In northeast Queens, 
the 6th Congressional 
District went to Assem-
blywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside), who beat out 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), with 
nearly 67 percent of the 
votes against Halloran’s 31 
percent. Green Party can-
didate Evergreen Chou also 
received nearly 2 percent of 
the votes, NY 1 said. Meng 

will replace retiring U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside).

Meng campaigned on 
giving women a greater 
voice in Congress, while 
Halloran’s platform includ-
ed promoting small busi-
ness and making the tax 
code more simple.

In the 7th Dis-
trict, which is also 
new to Queens, 
nearly 10-year in-
cumbent U.S. Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez maintained her 
spot in the House, receiv-
ing nearly 94 percent of the 
votes against Conservative 
challenger James Murray, 
who received 6 percent. 
The 5th District includes 
Ridgewood, Woodhaven, 
and Greenpoint.

Velazquez has become 
known as an advocate for 
small business owners and 

is a national leader in the 
Latino community.

In western Queens, 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) held onto her 
seat in Congress represent-
ing the 12th District. She 
received 82 percent of the 
votes to beat out her Repub-

lican challenger 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Wight, who re-
ceived 18 per-
cent.

Maloney was first 
elected to the House in 1993 
and has been an advocate 
for women’s issues while in 
office.

In the 14th District, 
which covers College Point 
and Elmhurst, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) bested Republican 
William Gibbons and Green 
Party challenger Anthony 
Gronowicz with 80 percent 

of the votes, according to 
unofficial NY 1 results. 
Crowley’s win brings him 
an eighth consecutive term 
after a tenure in which 
he said he has remained 
a middle-class and public 
education supporter.

As for southern 
Queens, state Assembly-
man Hakeem Jeffries (D-
Brooklyn) beat out Green 
Party candidate Colin 
Beavan and Republican 
Alan Bellone with nearly 
88 percent of the votes. His 
district includes Howard 
Beach.

Jeffries ran on a plat-
form championing reforms 
to the New York Police De-
partment’s stop-and-frisk 
policy and pushed legisla-
tion to provide more afford-

Assemblywoman Grace Meng walks hand in hand with her huband Wayne Kye and sons Brandon (l.) 
and Tyler. Photo by Christina Santucci

A pedestrian walks along a darkened Rockaway Beach Boulevard 
as the peninsula remained without power. Photo by Christina Santucci

Pols slam utilities 
over power losses

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A week after Super-
storm Sandy plunged much 
of Queens into darkness, 
Con Edison and the Long 
Island Power Authority 
were estimating it could 
take another week to re-
turn power to thousands of 
customers in the borough, 
drawing scorn from places 
both high and low.

As of Monday, Con Ed 
had projected it would re-
store electricity to nearly 
33,000 Queens customers 
still in the dark by Nov 11. 
By Tuesday, the figure was 
around 26,000.

The outages on main-
land Queens were mostly 
due to falling trees and 
downed power lines, and 
Con Ed said recovery would 
hinge mostly on 
how quickly the 
city Parks De-
partment could 
clear downed trees.

On the Rockaway Pen-
insula, where many build-
ings in low-lying areas 
were damaged by flooding, 
it was a bit of a different 
story.

A spokesman for LIPA, 
which serves the entire pen-
insula, said the power util-
ity’s four substations were 
damaged by floodwaters, 
as was the infrastructure 
that fed power from those 
stations to nearly 40,000 
customers in Rockaway 
neighborhoods.

The first step to restor-
ing power was rehabilitat-
ing the substations and the 
infrastructure.

“What we’re saying is 

as a rough timetable in the 
next few days those substa-
tions will be ready,” said 
spokesman Bob Kascak. 
“By the end of the week the 
infrastructure should be in 
pretty good shape to start 
energizing customers.”

Kascak said LIPA 
would begin restoring 
power along Beach Chan-
nel Drive, and from there 
branch off to feed electric-
ity to each customer one 
at a time, though before 
power could be fed to those 
customers each building 
would have to be inspected 
to ensure it was safe to do 
so.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the city 
would have to go door-to-
door at damaged buildings 
to make sure turning on the 

power would not 
create any fur-
ther problems.

“One of the 
great fears we have is if 
Con Ed turns on the power 
or LIPA turns on the power 
on your block, if there has 
been damage to some of the 
electrical circuits in some 
of the houses, you can have 
a real fire very quickly,” he 
said. “So until we go into 
every house and check they 
can’t turn on the power on 
the street.”

The city Department 
of Buildings was also go-
ing door-to-door and mark-
ing homes with either a 
red placard, indicating it 
was unsafe to enter, a yel-
low placard meaning there 
were entry limitations, or 
a green one indicating no 

Dems win boro House races
Incumbents see strong numbers in re-election bids for Congress

Continued on Page 52

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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8 Corona synagogue welcomes major renovations
BY REBECCA HENELY

Corona’s Congrega-
tion Tifereth Israel is the 
oldest standing synagogue 
in Queens, but after a $1.6 
million exterior renova-
tion, the temple is no longer 
showing its age.

“This is a day that 
we’ve all been looking 
forward to for a very long 
time,” said Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall.

The synagogue, at 109-
18 54th Ave., was once cov-
ered in a white stucco that 
held in moisture, which al-
lowed its wooden window 
frames to rot.

Yet after a ground-
breaking in June 2011 in 
which participants tapped 
a gold hammer against the 
outside wall, that stucco 
exterior was replaced with 
sky blue siding. The temple, 
which was built a century 
ago, also has new insula-
tion and windows.

The restoration had 
long been a dream project 
of Esther Khaniov, wife 

of Tifereth Israel’s leader 
Rabbi Amnun Khainov.

“I cannot talk,” Esther 
Khaniov said before the 
ribbon-cutting Oct. 24. “I 

am too excited.”
Funding for the $1.6 

million renovation came in 
large part from Marshall, 
who pitched in $1.1 mil-

lion, but many other public 
and private sources put up 
money as well. The private 
New York Landmarks Con-
servancy oversaw the proj-

ect through its Sacred Sites 
program, which rehabili-
tates houses of worship.

Conservancy Presi-
dent Peg Breen said while 
the renovation was done 
and completed in more than 
a year, the organization had 
worked with the synagogue 
for about a decade to get the 
project done.

“It’s not often that I see 
a building that has been so 
transformed,” Breen said.

Tifereth Israel was 
originally built by Jews 
who came to Corona from 
Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side, said Harold Baron, a 
temple member. Cosmetics 
giant Estee Lauder and her 
family once counted them-
selves among the members. 
The design was based on 
the synagogues popular in 
that neighborhood.

“It’s sort of like a mini 
grand synagogue,” Baron 
said.

As Buhkarian Jews 
began moving into LeFrak 
City, they ended up going to 
Tifereth Israel. Baron said 

many of the members were 
blue-collar workers with 
little secular or religious 
education who had been 
kicked out of their home 
countries.

“This synagogue was 
an answer to what they 
were looking for,” he said.

While the exterior 
renovation has given the 
101-year-old temple, in 
Marshall’s words, “a new 
life,” more work needs to 
be done. The interior of the 
temple needs a major reno-
vation, one which cannot 
be paid for through public 
funds due to religious ex-
emptions.

Arnold Goldstein, a 
donor for the exterior ex-
emption, said he wanted to 
help with the interior and 
urged the conservancy to 
get it done.

“Peg,” he told the pres-
ident, “finish the job.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) said 
Shashank Tripathi, the for-
mer campaign manager for 
her Republican opponent 
Christopher Wight, should 
be punished for the false 
tweets he made during 
Hurricane Sandy.

“It’s just unfortunate 
that someone could do 
something that would be 
harmful to the recovery 
effort,” Maloney 
said.

The con-
gresswoman beat 
Wight with 81 percent of 
the vote, according to unof-
ficial election results from 
New York 1.

Under the handle 
“ComfortablySmug,” Trip-
athi wrote tweets while Su-
perstorm Sandy was blow-
ing through Queens and 
other parts of the North-
east, saying Consolidated 

Edison was going to shut 
down and later had cut off 
all electrical power in Man-
hattan in advance of the 
storm surge.

While Con Edison did 
kill power to Lower Man-
hattan and other outages 
occurred in the area, most 
of the borough north of 34th 
Street kept lights on.

On Oct. 29, Tripathi 
also wrote that the floor 
of the New York Stock Ex-
change was under 3 feet of 

water, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo had 
been trapped 
in Manhattan 

and taken to a secure shel-
ter and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
would close all subways for 
a week.

All of these statements 
were untrue, but some 
reached major media out-
lets, such as CNN and The 
Weather Channel, which 
reported them.

“While some would 
use the anonymity and 
instant feedback of social 
media as an excuse, I take 
full responsibility for my 
actions,” Tripathi said on 
Twitter Oct. 30. “I deeply 
regret any distress or harm 
they may have caused.”

Wight had chastised 

Tripathi, who resigned last 
week.

“I had no indication 
that he was capable of the 
type of behavior he exhib-
ited,” Wight said.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
who has called for Man-
hattan District Attorney 

Cyrus Vance to prosecute 
Tripathi, said he thought 
Tripathi could be guilty of 
a misdemeanor charge for 
his actions.

Vallone said he did not 
expect the former aide to be 
hit with criminal charges 
anytime soon as the DA’s 
office was still recovering 

from the hurricane, but 
Vallone believed Tripathi 
could be prosecuted under 
a part of state penal law 
240.50, against falsely re-
porting an incident. The 
section in part makes it a 
misdemeanor to circulate a 
false report of a “crime, ca-
tastrophe or an emergency” 
that could result in “public 
alarm or inconvenience.”

“I think in this situa-
tion that law may very well 
apply,” Vallone said.

The councilman said 
those who would say Tri-
pathi’s tweets should not 
have been trusted point 
blank because they were 
written on Twitter did not 
understand the value of dis-
tributing important facts 
through social media in a 
time of crisis.

“Social media was 
very, very helpful during 
the hurricane,” he said. “A 
lot of people got good infor-
mation from it.”

Harold Baron (l.-r.) and Esther Khaniov, of Congregation Tifereth Israel, present Arnold Goldstein a 
tzedakah, or charity, box in the shape of the temple to thank him for donating to the temple’s exterior 
renovation. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Maloney says false tweets harmful to storm recovery

While much of Manhattan remained without power after Hurricane Sandy, false tweets by Shashank 
Tripathi, the campaign manager for Republican House hopeful Christopher Wight, said Con Edison 
would deliberately shut off all power to the island. Photo by Steven Malecki

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

More than a week after 
Hurricane Sandy wreaked 
havoc in the Rockaways, 
many areas of the penin-
sula were still reeling from 
the storm.

While most of the 
Rockaways were still with-
out power Tuesday, the 
Long Island Power Author-
ity provided 10 emergency 
generators to bring elec-
tricity back to some of the 
Hammel Houses project, ac-
cording to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, and the NYPD 
set up 174 light towers city-
wide Sunday, including 
some in the Rockaways.

Police said Sandy’s 
death toll citywide was 40 as 
of Tuesday, with nine peo-
ple having lost their lives 
in the Rockaways. Most 
recently, George Stathis, 

90, was found 
dead between a 
couch and a wall 
on Beach 121st 
Street.

Bloomberg ordered the 
evacuation of more than 
600 nursing home patients 
Tuesday in anticipation of 
the approaching nor’easter.

After the sun set Sun-
day, the darkened main 
streets were punctuated 
by the light of the NYPD 
floodlights and car head-
lights as vehicles navigated 
around large piles of debris 
and mounds of sand. Resi-
dents and volunteers used 
flashlights and lights fitted 
to headwear to illuminate 
their paths through the 
blackened roads.

Nearly every street 
was lined with piles of 
furniture, mattresses and 
other wrecked items. Sev-
eral residents mentioned a 
6 p.m. curfew in the area, 
with one man saying, “You 
don’t want to be around 
here after that anyway.”

Many Rockaway 
residents said they were 
frustrated about the seem-
ingly slow organized relief 
response to their devastat-
ed communities, and some 

said they were angry the 
city was not better prepared 
despite advance warning of 
Sandy’s approach.

“We were left for dead 
for a long time,” said one 
person who would only 
identify himself as “Man” 
and said his apartment had 
been without power and 
heat for days.

Many residents lost all 
of their belongings during 
Sandy.

Near Beach 46th Street, 
Charmaine Felix and Ron-
ald Adams bagged loads of 
garbage and pointed out a 
huge crack in the concrete 
of their flooded basement. 
Felix, who owns a comput-
er shop near Beach 114th 
Street which burned down 
during Sandy, said she now 
sleeps under two duvets to 
stay warm in her freezing 
house.

On Beach 36th Street, 
Filipp and Nadia Maxi-
menko navigated along the 
broken boardwalk to pho-
tograph where the famed 
walkway split in half. 
Streets near the beach were 
covered in a thick layer 
of sand and fire hydrants 
were half buried.

“It’s like no one knew 
we existed here and that 
was the hurting part about 
it,” said Michael Haywood, 
a career services director 
who lives in Far Rockaway, 
as he stood in the doorway 

of his flooded house Sun-
day on Seagirt Boulevard 
near Beach 27th Street.

“I haven’t cried yet, but 
that’s coming, trust me. I’m 
still in shock right now,” he 
said.

Outside his house, a 
makeshift clothing drive 
had been set up along the 
curb, and fellow Rockaway 
residents picked through 
coats, shoes, jeans and 
T-shirts. By 4 p.m., a box 
marked “Cleaning Sup-
plies” had already been 
emptied.

Further west in Rock-
away, residents outside 
the Hammel Houses used 
charging stations set up 
in tents to power up their 
phones and other electron-
ics, as volunteers from 
New York Cares unloaded 
a truck of water and food 
brought in by the National 
Guard. Representatives 
from Citibank said an ATM 
had been set up at 113-01 
Beach Channel Drive and 
fees had been waived on the 
machine.

Near Beach 114th 
Street — where several 
blocks of businesses were 
severely damaged by fire 
— volunteers from the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement 
handed out platefuls of rice, 
vegetables and meat by 
flashlight.

Residents braved drop-
ping temperatures and a 

line that wound through 
Conch Playground and a 
block down the bordering 
sidewalk to receive food, 
water and other supplies at 
an aid distribution point.

In the distribution cen-
ter’s second day Friday, po-
lice officers and volunteers 
from state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith’s (D-St. Albans) of-
fice, the Salvation Army, 
airlines JetBlue and Delta 
and OTG, an airport food 
and beverage operator, 
handed out free sandwich 
lunches, MREs, water and 
clothing. JetBlue brought 
in trucks that handed 
out pizza and cupcakes. 
“MREs” means “meals 
ready to eat.”

Tormoria Pedlar, a 40-
year resident of Beach 32nd 
Street, said unexpected is-
sues are now arising. He 
complained that raccoons 
sought refuge in the houses 
and now it is impossible to 
get them out.

Pedlar weathered 
Sandy in his home a block 
from the beach and said 
he watched the boardwalk 
come apart in front of his 
eyes.

As he kept an eye on his 
cat Predator prowl through 
garbage on the street Sun-
day, Pedlar gave his take on 
the storm.

“God is mad at the 
world, if you ask me per-
sonally,” he said.

Michael Haywood stands in his Far Rockaway home, which was flooded during the superstorm. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Tito Lee pays attendant Aziz Rehman for gas in Long Island City.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens is hit hard 
by shortage of gas

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Fuel-starved Queens 

residents hoarded gasoline 
this week, exacerbating the 
city’s petroleum shortage 
and ensuring long lines 
continued at the pump.

“The general sense 
is it’s getting somewhat 
better. It’s not getting bet-
ter fast enough, but it has 
been getting better,,” Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said in a 
Tuesday news conference. 
“What is compounding the 
problem is the quote un-
quote panic buying.”

Queens residents 
waited in line for days for 
a chance to get at some of 
the precious fuel. Lines 
stretched for blocks. Some 
residents slept in their cars 
to try and get first crack at 
the pumps. Others fought 
each other. One man even 
pulled a gun on fellow mo-
torists, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

Cuomo urged New 
Yorkers to only buy as much 
gas as they needed, adding 
that the supply chain that 
was disrupted by the storm 
was being restored with ex-
tra provisions to get fuel to 
the city quickly, including 
waiving certain fees that 
allowed out-of-state trucks 
to deliver fuel to New York. 
But the city was importing 
more gas than would nor-
mally be needed because of 
people flocking to stations 
around the city.

Last week, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg said a 
pipeline bringing gas to the 
city had been reopened and 

that ships were dropping 
off petrol to the city’s ports.

But that was little 
comfort for Queens resi-
dents who were spending 
days trying to juice up their 
cars.

“I was on line Satur-
day for nine hours and nev-
er got gas,” said Whitestone 
resident Andrea Brancati, 
who waited in a line near 
the corner of Willets Point 
and Francis Lewis boule-
vards.

But even Brancati 
said she did not have it the 
worst. A man also in line 
had slept in his car in order 
to get the fuel.

Others were not so pa-
tient.

One Queens man tried 
to cut in line by pulling a 
gun, according to District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Between 2:30 a.m. and 
3 a.m. last Thursday, Sean 
Bailey, 35, of 111-14 204th 
St. in St. Albans, 
pulled his 2010 
BMW ahead 
of another car 
waiting in line 
for gas at the intersection 
of Astoria Boulevard and 
43rd Street.

When the motorist 
behind him complained, 
Bailey allegedly pointed a 
handgun at him and said, 
“If you don’t pull back, 
you’re not getting gas to-
night,” according to the 
DA.

Bailey was subse-
quently cuffed and faces 
charges of criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and men-

Rockaway recovery far off
Homeowners in coastal community struggle to rebuild without power

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Continued on Page 31
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BLOTTER

Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter
112th Pct. looking for missing elderly man

FOREST HILLS — The NYPD was 
looking for the public’s assistance in find-
ing a missing person within the 112th Pre-
cinct, police said.

According to police, 81-year-old Rafael 
Pizarro was last seen leaving his residence 
Friday around 10 p.m. The Hispanic man 
was described as standing about 5-foot-6 
and weighing 147 pounds with gray hair 
and brown eyes, the NYPD said.

Pizarro was last seen wearing a blue 
sweatshirt, blue jeans, an olive wool cap 
and beige socks, police said.

Cops on the hunt for two men in robberies
EAST ELMHURST — The NYPD was 

looking for the public’s assistance in locat-
ing suspects wanted in connection with 
two robberies within the 106th and 110th 
precincts, police said.

According to police, one suspect 
showed a firearm while the other removed 
property in each incident.

The first incident occurred Oct. 26 
around 10:50 a.m. near 134th Street and 
Linden Boulevard, the NYPD said, where 
the suspects approached a male victim and 
stole property. The victim complied before 
the suspects fled, police said.

The second incident, police said, oc-
curred Oct. 28 around 11:46 a.m. near 48-03 
108th St., where the suspects approached a 
male victim and stole property.

The NYPD described the first suspect 
as a Hispanic man wearing a light blue 
sweatshirt, blue jeans and white sneakers 

and armed with a black firearm. The sec-
ond suspect, police said, was a Hispanic 
man wearing a green Adidas jacket, blue 
jeans and black sneakers.

No injuries were reported, police 
said.

Cops on the look out for missing woman, 39

LILI WANG
Image courtesy NYPD

Police released surveillance images from a rob-
bery in Corona. Image courtesy NYPD

RAFAEL PIZARRO
Image courtesy NYPD

FLUSHING — The NYPD was looking for help 
in finding a missing person in the Flushing area, 
police said.

According to police, Lili Wang, 39, was last seen 
Monday in Flushing. The NYPD described Wang as 
being an Asian woman, standing about 5-foot-7 and 
weighing roughly 180 pounds.

She was last seen wearing black jeans and a 
black jacket, the NYPD said.
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40 Years of Experience 

and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
Plus $25 off each additional unit

2 Duette® Duolite™ Honeycomb Shades,  
2 Pirouette® Window Shadings,  
2 Silhouette® Window Shadings or  
2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
Plus $50 off each additional unit

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheers or Modern 
Draperies or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
Plus $100 off each additional unit

SAVE $100*

WHEN YOU BUY:
Silhouette® Window Shadings and Luminette® Privacy Sheers

Save September 15 — December 15 on select Hunter Douglas window fashions.* 
What a wonderful way to fill your home with the beauty and warmth of the season.

Comfort and Joy,  
Now at a Savings.

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/12  – 12/15/12. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, 

you will not be entitled to a rebate. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. This rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights 

reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm
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Teaching to the test doesn’t help pupils

T
he Oct. 18 TimesLedg-
er Newspapers edi-
torial “Encourage 
Good Teachers,” on 

the need to move away from 
teacher evaluations exclu-
sively based on students’ 
standardized test scores, is 
right on target.

As the editorial states, 
“We want teachers who 
can infuse their students 
with a love of learning and 
curiosity about the world 
and a desire to do some-
thing with their lives.” To 

help teachers achieve that 
goal, the city should evalu-
ate them in multiple ways 
that include input from 
students, parents, col-
leagues and principals and 
using qualitative, not just 
quantitative, measures.

The move toward 
judging teachers based 
solely on standardized test 
scores has fueled a focus 
on test results to the ex-
clusion of all that is mean-
ingful in education. It has 
been a disaster for the stu-

dents of eastern Queens.
Incessant test prepa-

ration drills have dead-
ened the curriculum and 
made the standardized 
tests a ceiling rather than 
a floor for what goes on in 
too many classrooms. Lo-
cal parents have concerns 
about how constant test 
preparation detracts from 
the real learning their 
children should be doing. 
I have spoken to hundreds 
of parents about this is-
sue, and I have yet to find 

one who supports the test 
preparation obsession.

Using tests to evalu-
ate student achievement 
is reasonable, but using 
tests to assess teacher per-
formance, thereby caus-
ing test prep to dominate 
classroom activity, is not.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)

THE BEST AND WORST 
IN BLUE

An NYPD officer from Forest Hills was arrested last 
month on charges of planning a crime so gruesome that it 
looked like a script for a cheesy Hollywood slasher movie.

Officer Gilberto Valle, 28, reportedly was the leader 
of a plot to cook and eat a number of women after raping 
and torturing them, according to a criminal complaint un-
sealed in Manhattan federal court.

Valle and his pals were targeting about 100 women he 
had collected information on, according to U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara. Bharara said Valle used his position as 
an NYPD officer to access a database called the National 
Crime Information Center to gain additional information 
on his targets.

His attorney said Valle was only kidding, just play-
ing a game. Unless there is a plea, a jury will decide if he 
was serious. The evidence suggests the plot was more than 
talk.

Bharara noted, “This case is all the more disturbing 
when you consider Valle’s position as a New York City po-
lice officer and his sworn duty to serve and protect. Our 
investigation is ongoing.”

Valle has done tremendous damage to his fellow of-
ficers. Even if this was just a sick game, he has disgraced 
his uniform.

But in the same week we saw 1,000 police officers from 
across the nation line the street outside St. Christopher’s 
Church in Baldwin, L.I., to honor an officer who by his sac-
rifice stands as one of the best.

Officer Arthur Lopez was shot and killed in Bellerose 
after he and his partner pulled over a driver who was sus-
pected of being in an auto accident, according to the Nas-
sau County Police Department. The alleged killer went on 
to hijack another car killing the driver in his foiled get-
away.

Lopez was in the Emergency Service Unit.
“You should know that Emergency Service is the 

hardest and most sought-after assignments in the depart-
ment,” said the Nassau police commissioner.

We hope the suspected evil plot of one cop will not 
cloud the reality that, like Lopez, officers risk their lives 
on a daily basis, never knowing when the next driver may 
be ready to kill rather than be questioned.
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READERS WRITE

Pressure FAA to change planned LGA fl ight paths
R

ecently, I attended 
a news conference 
where state legisla-
tors expressed their 

opposition to the new flight 
patterns the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has 
unleashed upon the citi-
zens of northeast Queens. 
Low-flying, high-decibel, 
ear-piercing jets climbing 
over once-tranquil streets 
are not new to Queens, but 
such offensive patterns 
have been brief and tempo-
rary.

That is, we have toler-
ated the annual diversion 
of takeoffs from LaGuardia 
Airport during the two-
week US Open tennis tour-
nament.

But now, the FAA is ex-
perimenting with making 

these damaging patterns 
permanent. In Bayside, I 
have noted multiple take-
offs per minute at certain 
times during the day.

It is great that commu-
nity boards and civic lead-
ers have come out against 
the plans of the FAA’s 
Washington, D.C., and New 
York leaders. The voices of 
state legislators and their 
election opponents are wel-
come as well.

But to state the obvi-
ous, the FAA is a federal 
agency. The FAA’s punitive 
plans for Queens should 
have been a major cam-
paign issue in the bally-
hooed race for the congres-
sional seat being vacated by 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside). Thankfully, 

City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) has 
come out against the FAA’s 
scheme, but in a recent 
wide-ranging interview, 
state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
was silent about the FAA.

Right now, the elected 
Democrats of Queens are in 
an unique position to exert 
tremendous influence over 
the FAA, if they choose to 
do so. We vote for president 
only once every four years, 
and U.S. senators serve for 
six-year terms. The leader-
ship of the FAA is appoint-
ed by the president and the 
New York administrators of 
Federal agencies are often 
approved by our senators.

Imagine our elected 
Queens Democrats writing 

this letter:
“Dear President Ba-

rack Obama and U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.):

“As you know, the indi-
viduals you have appointed 
to lead the Federal Aviation 
Administration have devel-
oped a plan to divert more 
jets departing from La-
Guardia over the residen-
tial neighborhoods of north-
east Queens. This plan has 
already harmed the quality 
of life for Queens residents, 
hampered their ability to 
live in peace and may have 
long-term health implica-
tions. Property values for 
homes under the FAA-ap-
proved takeoff routes have 
already been affected.

“The policies of the 

FAA under your leadership 
require an urgent rever-
sal of the flight patterns 
now in effect over Queens. 
Because the 2.3 million 
Queens residents we repre-
sent need immediate relief 
from FAA actions and arro-
gance, we demand that, pri-
or to the election, you order 
the FAA to permanently 
rescind their plans for the 
LaGuardia flight patterns 
currently harming these 
innocent citizens.

“Until and unless you 
guarantee to us and to the 
people of Queens that you 
have reversed FAA policy, 
we are suspending our sup-
port for you. That is how 
strongly we feel about this 
issue.

“Sincerely, (insert 

name)
“Elected Queens Dem-

ocrat”
If our Queens elected 

officials wrote such a let-
ter to the president and 
Gillibrand, how long do 
you think it would take be-
fore the FAA changed its 
LaGuardia flight pattern 
policies?

About a New York min-
ute.

Herbert W. Stupp
Former Commissioner

City Department for the 
Aging

Bayside

Sandy felled trees onto building Fight for clean drinking water

Local pizzeria shares its wares

D
ue to the power 
shortage, there was 
a pizzeria, at 1300 
Jericho Tnpk. in 

New Hyde Park, called Jes-
sie’s Fireshack and Pizzeria 
that gave pizza and food to 
shelters and people in need 
around the neighborhood.

I believe its effort is an 

honorable thing. Instead 
of just throwing the food 
away because it will go bad, 
the owners — Harry and 
Kai Chu — decided to help 
others.

These gentleman make 
me proud to be a New York-
er because in times of need 
that is what we do best: We 

help each other.
Thank you, Jessie’s 

Fireshack & Pizzeria. Be-
cause of you, my family had 
dinner that day.

Elaine do Vale
New Hyde Park

N
ow that Hurricane 
Sandy has moved 
away after severely 
battering our area 

and causing immense dev-
astation, I would like to 
share my experience I had 
during the storm.

My wife and I were in 
our sixth-floor apartment 
riding out the storm, and 
about 7 p.m. we heard and 
felt a violent noise which 
shook our apartment. I 
went downstairs to the 
lobby and heard from some 
of the neighbors that one of 
several large trees had been 

uprooted and slammed 
against the front part of our 
apartment building.

Thankfully, nobody 
was injured or killed. Af-
ter going back upstairs and 
about 20 minutes later, we 
heard another violent noise 
which shook our apart-
ment. A second tree had 
fallen and slammed against 
the building.

For the rest of the 
night, the wind shrieked 
with fury and we were 
frightened. The next morn-
ing, when we ventured 
cautiously outside to see 

what damage the storm had 
wrought, there was a total 
of four trees that had been 
uprooted.

All around our neigh-
borhood there were many 
trees uprooted, along with 
other types of damage. Hur-
ricane Sandy was certainly 
an unwelcome visitor that 
caused deaths, a lot of dam-
age and a lot of misery.

Hopefully, we will nev-
er experience a storm as 
powerful as this one again.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

O
ct. 18 marked the 
40th anniversary of 
the Clean Water Act, 
and we have a lot to 

celebrate. Forty years ago, 
corporate polluters used 
our waterways as their per-
sonal sewers.

Ohio’s Cuyahoga River 
was so polluted it repeat-
edly caught on fire. The 
Hudson River and Long Is-
land Sound were in much 
worse shape than they are 

today. We have come a long 
way from rivers catching 
on fire, but today our wa-
terways face a new set of 
problems.

Here in New York, 
87 percent of our streams 
may no longer be protected 
from pollution under the 
Clean Water Act, putting 
the drinking water of more 
than 11 million New York-
ers at risk.

Let’s build on 40 years 

of progress. It is time for the 
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to restore 
clean water protections to 
all streams, set limits on 
pollution for factory farms 
and protect our drinking 
water from fracking.

Eric Whalen
Field Organizer

Environment New York
Manhattan

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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P
aul Frederick Bowles 
was a composer, 
author, poet and lit-
erary translator of 

multiple languages. Born 
in Jamaica, he spent most 
of his life in Tangier, Mo-
rocco, writing and compos-
ing.

As a composer of music 
for stage and screen, he had 
a knack for enmeshing the 
audience in the feeling and 
ambience of the produc-
tion, and his fiction novels 
were known for an eloquent 
portrayal of Westerners en-
countering violence and 
psychological breakdown 
when coming into contact 

with traditional cultures.
Born Dec. 30, 1910, to 

mother Rena and father 
Claude Bowles, a dentist, 
the Queens native had a ma-
terially comfortable mid-
dle-class upbringing with 
little warmth or emotional 
support from his overbear-
ing father. From an early 
age, he sought comfort 
from his mother, who read 
to him the works of great 
American writers such as 
Edgar Alan Poe and Na-
thaniel Hawthorne. By age 
3, he could read and began 
writing his own stories.

The precocious young-
ster also showed an early 

love of music, and his par-
ents provided him a phono-
graph and piano. Attending 
a Stravinsky performance 
at Carnegie Hall as a teen-
ager had a lasting impact: 
“Hearing ‘The Firebird’ 
made me determined to 
continue improvising on 
the piano when my father 
was out of the house .... I 
had happened upon a new 
and exciting mode of ex-
pression.”

In 1928, Bowles en-
rolled at the University of 
Virginia, but the footloose 
young man soon dropped 
out and purchased a one-
way ticket to Paris. He later 
reminisced that he was 
“running toward some-
thing, although I didn’t 
know what at the time.”

Although he briefly re-
turned home, he was soon 
back in Paris with com-
poser Aaron Copland. Here 

he composed “Sonata for 
Oboe and Clarinet,” which 
premiered in New York in 
1931.

The 1930s were a wa-
tershed decade for the 
young expatriate. He trav-
eled extensively through 
North Africa, including his 
future adoptive homeland 
of Morocco, and returned 
to New York in 1937 to com-
pose music with the likes of 
Orson Welles and Tennes-
see Williams. The follow-
ing year, he married author 
and playwright Jane Auer 
and the pair settled perma-
nently in Tangier in 1947.

In Morocco, Bowles 
wrote prolifically. In 1949, 
he published his first nov-
el, “The Sheltering Storm,” 
a tale of descent into mad-
ness as three American 
tourists explore the Sahara 
Desert. The book was a New 
York Times bestseller, and 

he followed up this work in 
the 1950s with “Let it Come 
Down” and “The Spider’s 
House,” both dealing with 
similar themes of expatri-
ate alienation.

Former New Yorkers, 
Paul and Jane quickly be-
came fixtures in the for-
eign community in Tang-
ier. They were visited by 
celebrity friends including 
Capote, Gore Vidal and beat 
writers William Burroughs 
and Allen Ginsberg.

The Queens native 
also continued composing, 
his work appearing in plays 
performed at the American 
School of Tangier. Always 
exploring new avenues of 
musical expression, he be-
gan studying the tradition-
al music of his newly inde-
pendent, adoptive country. 
Starting in the late ’50s, he 
also translated the works 
of Moroccan writers. As 

his wife’s health deterio-
rated due to the effects of 
a stroke, Bowles and a 
friend founded the literary 
magazine Antaeus, which 
included some of her work. 
He remained in Tangier 
and continued to write af-
ter Jane died in 1973.

Bowles’ later work in-
cluded translations of Ar-
gentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges, and a 1990 cameo 
appearance in a film ver-
sion of “The Sheltering 
Sky.” In 1995, he made a 
final return to New York 
City for a festival at Lincoln 
Center celebrating his mu-
sic. He continued welcom-
ing visitors and interview-
ers to his Tangier home up 
to his death in 1999.

His ashes were buried 
in Lakemont, N.Y., next to 
the graves of his parents.

Jamaica-born author-composer Bowles lived in Morocco
COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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New York City’s Freshest Milk.
A Family Tradition.

Buy local.

There’s nothing like a fresh glass of milk from Elmhurst Dairy. Every day, we transport
milk from upstate New York farms to our 
Queens dairy – the only one of its kind in
the city. We pasteurize it, package it and
distribute it to your neighborhood grocer
within 48 hours.  

As a family owned business, Elmhurst Dairy
has served New Yorkers the freshest milk in
the city for over 90 years. That’s a promise we
are proud to deliver – from our family to yours.

Buy local. Choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

718­526­3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into 
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum

Diamond Setting and Sizing 

Free Prong Checking while you wait

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

FREE 

 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12
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Confi dence
The Lift Every Child Needs

  Bully Proof 
Your Child 

 Improve Fitness
 Better Attitude 
 Discipline

NEW 
3–4 Years Old 
Munchkin Class

CLASSES 
FOR 

ALL AGES

FREE 
Uniform with 

this ad!

CALL FOR TRIAL LESSON
718.544.6655

SERVING FOREST HILLS 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

THE MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO

Neighbor saves Far Rock residents from fi erce fl ooding
Nathan Smith leads Eric Curtis, his girlfriend and man to safety from second-fl oor apartment

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Far Rockaway resi-
dent Eric Curtis credits his 
quick-thinking neighbor 
with saving his life during 
Hurricane Sandy.

“We wouldn’t have got 
out, to be honest with you, 
because the water came 
over here so fast, 
it shocked all of 
us,” said Cur-
tis, who lives on 
the first floor 
of a home off Seagirt Bou-
levard. “Next thing you 
know, it was up to your 
head. So people had to come 
and bail me out.”

As rushing water filled 
Beach 32nd Street during 
the storm, the surge buck-
led Curtis’ front door, trap-
ping him, his girlfriend and 
another person inside.

Curtis’ upstairs neigh-

bor came to the rescue, 
wading through chest-deep 
water and braving strong 
winds to reach those on the 
first floor.

“I came downstairs, 
pushed the door in and got 
them out. They were float-
ing on the air bed,” said Na-
than Smith, explaining that 
the pressure on the door 

was so strong it 
took two men to 
force it open.

Smith also 
doubted that 

Curtis would have been 
able to open the door to es-
cape.

“Inside the house with 
the water pressure — if they 
don’t have a grip, inside is 
hard to pull,” he said.

Curtis estimated that 
there was 5 feet of water in 
his apartment at the time.

Afterward, Smith 
brought the three people 

up to his apartment on the 
second floor and he wor-
ried that they would have 
to find even higher ground 
if the flooding got worse.

“I was going to go to 
the third floor if it came 

that high,” Smith said.
Curtis said he had 

been reluctant to leave the 
belongings behind in his 
apartment before Sandy 
bore down on Rockaway.

“I didn’t want to leave 

because I don’t want to lose 
what I had, but I lost what 
I had anyway,” Curtis said. 
“The bed you see out there 
is my bed. I lost my TV.”

In the driveway, two 
soaked mattresses, a pillow 

and a throw rug were gath-
ered in a pile, and pieces of 
scaffolding from an apart-
ment building lay in the 
street out front. Curtis said 
he was grateful Smith was 
looking out for him.

“If we didn’t stick to-
gether, I don’t know where 
we would be at right now,” 
he said.

On Sunday, Curtis, 
Smith and their landlord 
Hamza Ahmed worked to 
remove debris from around 
the house and pump water 
from the basements from 
several homes.

“What gets me is 
FEMA. Nobody has really 
been out here to look at the 
damage that has been done 
and everything. We can’t 
let this stay because of 
gasoline. People have kids. 
They can’t be breathing 
this,” Curtis said.

Eric Curtis (l.) credits neighbor Nathan Smith with coming to his rescue during Hurricane Sandy. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Ever since Hurricane 
Sandy flooded Hamilton 
Beach, 34-year-old Paul 
Fruehwirth has been home-
less.

So when the coordina-
tor at PS 63 in Ozone Park 
called to see if he would 
be able to serve as a poll 
worker on Election Day, 
he wasn’t sure he could at 
first.

“I’m living 
in a shelter. My 
house got de-
stroyed,” he said, 
while waiting 
to assist voters in casting 
their ballots. “Then she 
said she would pay for the 
cab if I got down here. She 
needed the help.”

Fruehwirth said a 
$200 stipend for poll work-
ers also would help down 
the road — in general, it 
takes between six and eight 
weeks for the check to ar-

rive, he said.
“At least, it’s money 

coming. I don’t know when 
my job is going to reopen,” 
Fruehwirth said, explain-
ing that he works at Star-
bucks on Cross Bay Boule-
vard in Howard Beach.

The coffee shop was 
flooded with three feet of 
water during Hurricane 
Sandy and was still without 
power Tuesday. Even when 
Starbucks does reopen, 

F r u e h w i r t h 
worried about 
how he would 
get his hands on 
another uniform 

since all of his work clothes 
were destroyed.

Before the storm, he 
fled the home on 163rd Road 
with his mother, 31-year-old 
sister and his mother’s six 
dogs and left behind nearly 
all of their possessions. 
Fruehwirth escaped with 
only one pair of jeans.

The family has been 

staying at the shelter at 
Hillcrest High School in 
Jamaica Hills, sleeping in 
shifts and taking showers 
at the YMCA in Jamaica.

About four days after 
Sandy hit, a friend took 
Fruehwirth down to sur-
vey the damage in the fam-
ily’s house, and he was only 
able to get inside by climb-
ing in his bedroom win-

dow. The front door would 
not open because the entire 
house had shifted. Inside, 
he found 13 of his mother’s 
14 parakeets still alive after 
weathering the storm.

“The cage was almost 
completely submerged in 
the water, where the wa-
ter mark was. There was 
a little spot on the top of 
the cage, where they all 

huddled up and survived,” 
Fruehwirth said.

Fruehwirth has no 
idea how or if the house will 
ever been habitable again.

“I’m going to need an 
army to help clean up that 
house,” he said.

As he described his 
situation Tuesday, Frue-
hwirth struggled to hold 
back tears and his voice 

cracked.
“It’s just a nightmare,” 

he said.
Fruehwirth said he 

has reached out to friends 
for help and only one of-
fered to take him in, but 
that would mean traveling 
to Florida.

“I have an out, but I 
would be leaving my family 
in this mess,” he said.

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY

BUY ONE HERO, 
GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

FLIP

NE Queens mobilizes with major rescue effort
BY JOE ANUTA

Residents in Flushing, 
Whitestone and College 
Point were eager to help 
their neighbors to the south 
whose homes were wiped 
out by Superstorm Sandy, 
but gas shortages and the 
logistics of transporting a 
large amount of goods made 
the prospect farfetched un-
til several groups stepped 
forward with big plans — 
and big trailers to match.

Stephen Wil-
son spent part of 
the week driving 
clothing collected 
by his son’s Boy Scout troop 
down to the storm-ravaged 
neighborhoods of Queens, 
like Breezy Point, much of 
the Rockaways and Broad 
Channel.

The College Point resi-
dent has a large 12-by-6-foot 
enclosed trailer that proved 
handy, but after arriving 
with the goods, he realized 
people needed more than 

warm clothing.
“It was devastation 

everywhere. It was people 
wandering around wonder-
ing what to do,” he said. 
“They were looking for 
cleaning products, shovels, 
dry food, paper towels and 
blankets.”

Wilson knew that oth-
ers in the northeast Queens 
area wanted to help but did 
not really know how, so 
he contacted the head of 
the Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 

League, a sports 
organization for 
Queens young-
sters in which 

Wilson is involved, and 
used its massive network of 
families to get out the word 
that the league would be 
having a drive Sunday.

“It started out slow 
Sunday morning, and after 
I believe church was done, 
people just started pour-
ing in,” Wilson said. “The 
amount of items donated 
was unbelievable.”

It soon became clear 
that even Wilson’s trailer 
would be woefully inad-
equate.

On a whim, he called 
his stepfather, an NYPD 
mechanic, and asked if the 
shop had any extra vehicles 
to help.

Soon, a 20-foot box 
truck arrived at the Dwarf 
Giraffe gym, at 149-50 15th 
Road.

It was filled as well.
Wilson and others 

drove the items down to the 
Aqueduct Racino, where 
the Red Cross was sorting 

and staging items for deliv-
ery, and also to the Breezy 
Point Volunteer Fire De-
partment, which was grate-
ful for the items, which 
included $1,000 worth of 
medical supplies donated 
by an area Wallgreens.

The Welcome to Whit-
estone Commercial and 
Residential Civic Associa-
tion also sprang into action, 
collecting items from the 
neighborhood and packing 
them into a large box truck 
that was driven down to the 
Rockaways Monday.

“This is truly a great 
example of neighbors help-
ing neighbors,” said Devon 
O’Connor, president of the 
civic.

Down in Flushing, the 
Buddhist Tzu Chi Founda-
tion, an international out-
fit originally from Taiwan, 
was cooking up a storm and 
delivering the results to 
residents in Broad Channel 
and Breezy Point, according 
to George Chang, executive 

director of the foundation’s 
Northeast region center on 
Northern Boulevard.

“We try to spread what 
we call the seed of love,” 
said Chang.

The organization has 
provided more than 3,000 
meals to New Yorkers af-
fected by the storm, with 
members of the organiza-
tion, recognizable by their 
white pants and blue jack-
ets, popping up in battered 
locations from Staten Is-
land to the Rockaways.

Tzu Chi has also been 
dishing out huge blocks 
of instant rice that can be 
cooked by simply combin-
ing it with boiled water, 
instead of cooking it over a 
stove.

Over the weekend, 
Chang expected more than 
3,000 pounds of instant rice 
to be delivered from Tai-
wan.

Will Burmester hauls in donations to the Dwarf Giraffe building in 
Whitestone.  Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Learn to Dance!

Ballroom, Latin & Nightclub Style

40 Years of Teaching

Singles, Couples, and Groups

of All Ages and Levels

Special Int�oductor� Rates Available!
Call to schedule your lesson today! 

(718) 478-5910

Mende Dance Studio
62-61 Woodhaven Blvd.,  Rego Park NY 11374

www.mendedancest�dio.com

Free Open House 10/23/12 Call for Details

Gist  Cer�ifi cates Available
For All Occasions!
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Broad Channel limps to life after hurricane
BY KAREN FRANTZ

In Broad Channel, the 
American Legion has be-
come the de facto center of 
the storm-ravaged island, 
with volunteers serving 
warm food to residents, 
handing out batteries 
and blankets and sorting 
through bundles of donated 
supplies, including stacks 
of clothes that literally 
reached the ceiling Mon-
day evening.

“It’s been really peace-
ful,” said volunteer John 
Lehman, who lives in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

He said the grassroots 
effort has been democratic 
and has seen drawn some 
large-scale help from some 
corporate entities like 
Lowes, which spontaneous-
ly donated supplies to the 
impromptu aid site.

A Red Cross truck 
sat outside the American 
Legion Monday, offering 
blankets and sandwiches 
during its second day at 

the site, and another truck 
was giving away free dump-
lings. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
also arrived at the center 
that evening to provide in-
formation on the assistance 
process and answer ques-
tions at a community meet-
ing.

An organizer and 

committee member of the 
American Legion, Naomi 
Seitz, said the building 
was opened as the commu-
nity base after a number of 
teary-eyed residents who 
had yet to see any orga-
nized help congregated the 
day after the storm to fig-
ure out what to do.

“We’re all demol-

ished,” she said.
She said City Council-

man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) attended the meeting 
and promised to find help, 
while the first to respond 
with food assistance was 
Aqueduct Racetrack.

Seitz and other volun-
teers — many of whom live 
in Broad Channel them-

selves — said the center is 
most in need of cleaning 
supplies, such as mops, 
brooms, work gloves and 
Clorox. They also said ster-
nos are needed so people 
can heat their food, and the 
site also needs medicine 
such as aspirin, Tylenol 
and Benadryl.

Elsewhere in Broad 
Channel, evidence of the 
storm was all around. Driv-
ers dodged a large boat that 
had washed onto Cross Bay 
Boulevard and was block-
ing a lane of traffic. Water-
damaged vehicles parked 
along the boulevard had fli-
ers tucked under the wind-
shield wipers promising 
cash for cars.

The recovery effort 
was also visible, however. 
Many people were busy 
moving furniture and oth-
er possessions destroyed 
in the storm to the curb for 
trash pickup. Sanitation 
crews were out in force, 
with large front loaders 
clearing out debris.

But turning the elec-
tricity back on — one of the 
residents’ top concerns,— 
remained a daunting task.

Allan Drury, a Consol-
idated Edison spokesman, 
said the utility was expect-
ing to have power back to 
most regions by the week-
end. But he said any hom-
eowner who had customer 
equipment, including elec-
trical meters, under water 
during the storm would 
need to hire a licensed elec-
trician to certify the house 
is able and safe to receive 
power before electricity 
could be restored to indi-
vidual houses.

Eric Seitz, Naomi’s 
husband, said that meant 
in Broad Channel, where 
floodwaters rose many feet, 
the majority of residents 
would have to clamor to 
find electricians before 
they could get power back.

“Now we’ll have elec-
tricity here and we won’t 
even be able to use it,” he 
said.

A large boat that washed on the street during Hurricane Sandy blocks a lane of traffic on Cross Bay 
Boulevard in Broad Channel. Photo by Karen Frantz
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

PERSONAL
SERVICE

PERSONAL
SERVICE

We recognize that our customers are the only reason for our existence as an
organization; and we strive to provide them with a standard of excellence that

includes uncompromising, personalized service.

Brought To You ByBrought To You By
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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BY PHIL CORSO

An East Elmhurst 
man was one of 25 people 
from areas including New 
York and California who 
were arrested in connec-
tion with a more than $50 
million illegal sports bet-
ting ring, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

East Elmhurst resi-
dent Joseph Kornreich, 
60, was identified as an al-
leged money collector and 
charged with enterprise 
corruption, money launder-
ing, promoting gambling 
and conspiracy as part of 
a nationwide illegal sports 
betting enterprise, accord-
ing to Queens DA Richard 
Brown.

“Illegal gambling is 
not a victimless crime,” 
Brown told a Oct. 25 news 
conference at his offices. 
“Those who participate in 
these criminal enterprises 
often use threats, intimi-
dation and even physical 
force to collect debts and 
oftentimes charge usurious 
interest rates on outstand-
ing debts.”

Kornreich was ar-
rested along with 24 others, 
including Vincent Bascia-
no Jr., the son of Bonnano 

Mafia leader Vinny “Gor-
geous” Basciano, Brown 
said. Basciano was accused 
of being one of the roughly 
15 bookmakers in the bet-
ting ring, the district attor-
ney said.

The 25 arrests also 
included three owners of 
a sports betting website, 
where Brown said book-
makers took bets on foot-
ball, baseball, hockey and 
other sports, bringing in 
more than $50 million over 
an 18-month period.

While in operation, the 
group would threaten cus-
tomers while attempting 
to collect money, Inspector 
Brian O’Neill, of the New 
York Police Department’s 
Organized Crime division, 
said. Eight arrests were 
made as early as mid-Oc-
tober in New York, Brown 
said. The defendants each 
face up to 25 years in pris-
on, if convicted, according 
to the district attorney.

“The defendants are 
accused of operating an 
incredibly lucrative illegal 
gambling operation, taking 
in more than $50 million 
in a year and half,” Brown 
said. “Such unlawfully 
earned profits are often — 
and easily — diverted to 

more insidious criminal 
enterprises.”

According to the 
indictment, the illegal 
betting ring used “wire 
rooms” in the form of 
offshore, Internet-based 
gambling services, includ-
ing pinnaclesports.com 
or jazzsports.net to record 
wagers. At least 15 of the 25 
defendants were labeled as 
bookmakers, who allegedly 
oversaw agents who would 
build a clientele of bettors 
who would regularly bet 
with the enterprise, Brown 
said.

The enterprise also 
allegedly employed money 
collectors, money distribu-
tors and banks, Brown said, 
who would handle the ille-
gal flow of money between 
those involved with the 
betting ring. These indi-
viduals, Brown said, were 
responsible for the collec-
tion and distribution of il-
legal gambling proceeds 
between the bookmakers 
and the agents.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

E. Elmhurst man indicted 
in $50M betting ring: DA

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown (r.) outlines 25 arrests made in connection with an illegal 
sports betting ring at a press briefing. Photo by Phil Corso
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STUDENTS CAN
TRANSFER NOW

Grades 6 to 12

Established 1969

Coed College Preparatory

Accredited by Middle States Association
Registered by NY State Education Dept.

Website: www.windsorschool.com

37-02 Main Street

4th Floor

Flushing, NY 11354

718-359-8300

WINDSOR 
SCHOOL

THE

Is Your Child Doing Well In School?

Is Your Child In The Wrong School?
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STORM DAMAGE?

DON’T HAVE AN AMENDOLA’S FENCE?  GO TO WWW. AMENDOLAS.COM TO SEE HOW OUR FENCE HELD UP DURING THE STORM!

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com NO

INTEREST
FOR 12

MONTHS!
†

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Huntington Station
(631) 760-9790

585 East Jericho Tpke.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Fri 11am-3pm

Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Fri 11am-3pm

Sat 9am-5pm

†Zero percent financing at 12 months with 25% down.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Other financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  See store or sales associate for details and limitations.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

CEDAR PVC

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

IMMEDIATE SERVICE AVAILABLE   CALL NOW!
COMPARE OUR QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE!  WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

Energy creation. Recycling programs. Closed-loop solutions.

BY PHIL CORSO

Though Hurricane 
Sandy drifted away from 
northeast Queens more 
than one week ago, the con-
sequences of her devastat-
ing winds and storm surge 
still plagued residents 
throughout the borough, 
including hundreds of 
home nurses at St. Mary’s 
Hospital for Children in 
Bayside.

According to St. 
Mary’s, home nurses have 
experienced serious diffi-
culties getting to the nearly 
4,000 patients throughout 
the city and Long Island, 
either running out of gas 
or being stopped at check-
points and flood barriers 
as they attempt to reach 
children in their care.

While the rest of the 
Northeast tries to return 
to some sense of normalcy 

after the storm, St. Mary’s 
Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Hope Illecito said 
nurses have had trouble 
maintaining communica-
tion with patients and their 
families. Additionally, gas 
stations throughout New 
York and New Jersey have 
been stricken with long 
lines and shortages in re-
sources.

“We have a double 
whammy in that gasoline 
is scarce and communica-
tion is difficult,” said Il-
lecito, who runs the hospi-
tal’s community programs. 
“Our nurses, therapists 
and clinical field staff are 
ready to roll in their cars, 
but they cannot get too far 
because they cannot access 
fuel.”

St. Mary’s services 
roughly 4,000 children 
daily, Illecito said. But gas 
shortages have left hun-

dreds of therapists, nurses 
and home health aides 
with fewer options in get-
ting around the city, as 
well as Nassau, Suffolk and 
Westchester counties.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall reiterated 
Illecito’s claims in a state-
ment Tuesday, requesting 
for additional fuel supplies 
at the hospital.

To combat long gas 
lines and various check-
points across city bridges in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, St. Mary’s Hospital 
said staff members have 
been performing drive-bys, 
in which workers visit the 
homes of patients if they 
have not received adequate 
communication. The check-
ups, Illecito said, have been 
successful since the storm 
swept through the city.

Storm slows St. Mary’s visits
by nurses to homebound kids
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wedding directory
Bridal Gowns
Sposabella Couture
69A 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

World Mall Bridal Dreams
7905 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bridal Headpieces
Bridal Style Boutique
905 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

-

Catering Halls/Venues
Bay Ridge Manor

Il Fornetto

The Garden City Hotel

Grand Oaks Country Club

-

Grand Prospect Hall

New York City Events

-

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Rebar

 

Sirico’s 

The Vanderbilt at South Beach

-

-

Yacht Owners Association

Cleaners
Bridgestone Dry Cleaners & Laundry

Cosmetic Dentistry
Omni Dental Care

Entertainment
The Amazing Bottle Dancers

 

Beat by Beat Entertainment

-
  

E-Squared Productions

-

Florists/ Centerpieces
Edible Arrangements

-
 

Floral Fantasy 

Henry’s Florist

-

Marine Florist and Decorators

Jewelry
Tivoli Jewelers

-

Limousine Services
A-Class Limousine

-

Cosmopolitan Coach

Luxor Limousine
502 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

 

M & V Limousine Ltd.

Mila Limousine Corporation

-
 

RJ’s Limousines

Photography  & Video
Fantasy Photography

-

Glamour Me Photo & Video

HiLite Studios

 

Wedding Photo Connection

Tuxedos
Tuxedo World

Salons
Joli Salon
8124 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

-

Pilo Arts Salon

-

Services
Genesis Fertility & Reproductive Medicine

-

Wedding Cakes
Aunt Butchie’s Desserts

Wedding Expos
Bosco’s Wedding Expo
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

Bridal Affair

To be included in this directory 
call 718-260-2500
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26 Neighbors help neighbors in ruined Rockaway
BY KAREN FRANTZ

As the days dragged 
on since Hurricane Sandy 
bludgeoned the city and cut 
power to many communi-
ties in the Rockaways, some 
people took it upon them-
selves to feed and provide 
for their neighbors as they 
waited for city services to 
be restored.

In Howard Beach 
Monday, siblings Howard, 
13, and Sarah Sarter, 17, 
brewed coffee outside their 
water-damaged and power-
less home and offered cups 
to anyone passing by, some-
thing they said they have 
been doing since the day 
after the storm.

“They’ve been help-
ing a lot, these kids,” said 
the teens’ aunt, Barbara 
Sarter.

The pair also helped 
tend to a small fire pit 
blazing in their driveway, 
where they said they bar-
becue every night and tired 
police officers had congre-

gated for warmth the night 
before.

Many of their relatives 
are also stepping up to help 
keep the community safe, 

Howard and Sarah said. 
They said their parents 
and uncle and other rela-
tives had banded together 
to launch a neighborhood 

watch after some incidents 
of looting and break-ins oc-
curred.  The teens’ home 
was a target.

Howard said a few 

nights ago he caught a man 
in a black hoodie break-
ing the glass on their front 
door, but it appeared the 
would-be burglar had not 
gotten far enough to steal 
anything.

“We both ran in oppo-
site directions,” he said.

Some residents of the 
Rockaways also were help-
ing neighbors with an im-
promptu barbecue Friday, 
cooking food and handing 
it out to people in need.

“We’re feeding whoev-
er passes by,” said Federico 
Salinas, who lives near the 
corner of Beach 84th Street 
and Beach Channel Drive.

A group had gathered 
outside his house to cook 
chicken, hot dogs and other 
meats that had been thaw-
ing in people’s powerless 
freezers on an outdoor grill, 
an activity Salinas said had 
been taking place since the 
storm.

Another neighbor, 
Matthew, who lives nearby, 
said he also had some fam-

ily and friends bring in gen-
erators and space heaters 
that he was distributing to 
people in need.

Many of the people 
gathered at the house said 
they had not heard from 
city officials or aid work-
ers about how to get help by 
that time.

“I don’t see anything 
on this block but neighbors 
helping neighbors,” Mat-
thew said.

He also said he was 
concerned about looting 
or worse and said the area 
had little security from po-
lice. So he said a friend had 
given him a gun and he had 
begun to patrol the neigh-
borhood at night to protect 
the community.

“I go around all night 
with a gun on my hip,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz at kfrantz@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4538.

Residents who live near the corner of Beach Channel Drive and Beach 84th Street in the Rockaways 
have been grilling food for neighbors passing by on the street. Photo by Karen Frantz
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Energy Effi cient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.

Many Colors & Styles

(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   

�������	
���
�����������������

MORE GAMES.
MORE WINNING.

Over 5,000 Slots & 900 Table Game Machines  
Just MINUTES AWAY!

AA GGoooodd MMoorrnniinngg TTrreeaatt!!  
Free Pastries 
����

�������



Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct  

Racetrack. Take  or Q37. Free shuttle  

at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains. 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Friends and family 
gathered at Frederick Fu-
neral Home to grieve for a 
Queens man who died in 
a plane crash on Long Is-
land after police said his 
beloved Globe Swift plum-
meted into the Moriches 
Inlet near Fire Island late 
last month.

Friends described Cyr-
il McLavin, 51, a handyman 
from Ireland who lived in 
Fresh Meadows, as a fly-
ing enthusiast who seemed 
happiest when he was in 
the air.

“We all kind of knew if 
Cyril was going to go this 
was how he was going to 
do it,” said Joe McCann, 38, 
who worked on some con-
tracting jobs with McLavin. 
“He loved [flying]. That was 
his thing.”

The Oct. 21 plane 
crash also claimed the life 
of Dr. Andrew Messana, 
72, of Bayside, police said. 
Messana retired about five 
years ago from Sophora 
Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Jamaica, where he worked 
for 15 years as a laboratory 
administrator and director 

of pathology services.
McLavin’s wake was 

held at the funeral home 
at 208-17 Northern Blvd. 
Oct. 24 in Auburndale and 
a private cremation took 
place afterward. McLavin’s 
brother and family flew 
into town from Ireland for 
the services.

The room was deco-
rated with pictures of 
McLavin, including one of 
the pilot in his Globe Swift, 
a plane that was popular af-
ter World War II and which 
he had recently purchased.

Caroline Joyce, 32, of 
Mullingar, Ireland, said her 
mother had been friendly 
with McLavin for several 
years. Joyce said McLavin 
was a caring man, who let 
her stay with him for sev-
eral weeks when she first 
moved to New York 10 years 
ago and was looking for an 
apartment.

“He was always will-
ing to help,” she said, her 
voice wavering.

McCann said McLavin 
was a great pilot and he had 
even taken him up flying a 
few times.

“I trusted him more 
flying a plane than I would 

driving a car,” McCann 
said.

It’s still unclear what 
caused the crash. Both 
McLavin and Messana 
were experienced pilots 
and flying conditions were 
reportedly good the day the 
men perished after flying 
out of Spadaro Airport on 
Long Island around 3 p.m.

Although police said 
fishermen on a nearby boat 
tied a rope to the plane in 
attempts to keep it above 
water, their efforts were ul-
timately unsuccessful and 
the plane sank 30 feet un-
derwater with the men still 
inside. The bodies were re-
covered several hours later, 
police said.

Those who witnessed 
the accident told authori-
ties they heard the sput-
tering of an engine as they 
watched the plane go down, 
police said.

The incident is cur-
rently under investigation 
by the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board and it 
is expected to take a year or 
more to complete a report 
on what caused the acci-
dent.

Irish pilot remembered
after fatal plane crash

Cyril McLavin flies his beloved Globe Swift aircraft. McLavin and his friend, Dr. Andrew 
Messana, died Oct. 21 after the plane crashed into the Moriches Inlet in Long Island. 

Photo courtesy Greg Semendinger
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130 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck
516.504.1113

Come See the Largest, Most Exciting, 
Unique Designer Collection of Fine Furs.

Finest Selection of
SHEARED FURS, SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS 

AND OUTERWEAR AT LOWEST PRICES
Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises.

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

Take an Additional

Ends 11/18/12 with this ad.

Yannis Furs
4th Generation Furrier

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 

Sunday Hours 12-4 as of 11/18/12
Evenings by Appointment
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As New York recovers from the storm, we at MetroPlus want you to 
know that our toll free help lines are up and running. We are here to 
serve you Monday through Saturday from 8AM to 8PM. For information 
on Medicaid, Family Health Plus or Child Health Plus, please call 
1.800.303.9626. TTY number for hearing impaired is 1.800.881.2812. 
For information on MetroPlus Medicare, call 1.866.986.0356. 
TTY number for hearing impaired is 1.800.881.2812. If you have 
an emergency you should seek help by calling 911 or going to the 
nearest health care facility. During these diffi cult times, we want you 
to know we’re here for you, as always… MetroPlus got you covered.

MetroPlus Got You Covered. Now more than ever. 
An important message for MetroPlus 
Health Plan members and their families:
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LATE

Ways To Repair Your 
Relationships After Addiction

You are cordially invited to attend a FREE 

workshop, “Learn ways to repair Relationships”

Date: Wednesday, November 14th

Time: 7 pm

Speaker: Sherry Amatentein, 

          
          

Author & TV Commentator

Addiction can affect your physical and mental 
health and hurt your friends and family.

LONG ISLAND CONSULTATION CENTER
97-29 64TH Road Rego Park, NY 11374

(near R, M trains to 63rd Drive)

Contact the receptionist at LICC to reserve your space.

Learn more at LICCNY.com  718-896-3400

BY JOE ANUTA

The woman left brain 
dead after a vicious mug-
ging in Flushing died at 
a Long Island medical fa-
cility late last month, and 
a Queens congressman 
helped secure a visa allow-
ing her brother to come to 
America to claim her body.

Wei Yang and his wife 
arrived at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport from 
China after the travel hub 
resumed operations in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Yang is here to bring 
the remains of his 37-year-

old sister, Haiyan Yang, 
back to China after she 
was attacked in downtown 
Flushing.

“Obviously they are 
stricken by grief, and on 
top of that they are going 
through the whole motions 
of paperwork and legality of 
trying to bring her remains 
back,” said Larry Swint, 
whose wife was a longtime 
friend of Yang’s sister. “It’s 
bringing a lot of stress and 
turmoil.”

Swint and his wife put 
in a call to the offices of 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside) and state As-

semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) in order to try 
to speed up the process of 
getting a visa once it was 
apparent Yang and his wife 
needed to come to America 
following the attack.

On Oct. 20, Yang’s sis-
ter was walking near the 
corner of Parsons Boule-
vard and 41st Avenue when 
she was brutally attacked 

and robbed, according to 
police. The injuries sus-
tained to her head left her 
brain dead, and she later 
died at North Shore-LIJ in 
Long Island, according to 
Ackerman.

The NYPD arrested 
Brian Rodriguez, 35, of 
Long Island, and charged 
him with the crime.

Yang’s sister had been 

in the country on vaca-
tion and had arrived three 
weeks before she was 
mugged, according to the 
congressman.

“This terrible and 
senseless loss of life is a 
horrible tragedy and we ex-
tend our deepest condolenc-
es to the victim’s friends 
and loved ones,” Ackerman 
said in a statement. “We 

will continue to assist them 
in any way we can.”

Ackerman helped ob-
tain the visa by contact-
ing the U.S. consulate in 
Guangzhou, China, and ar-
ranging for Yang’s paper-
work to be expedited.

Both he and his sister 
are from Guangdong Prov-
ince.

The family of Haiyan Yang is grieving after the China na-
tive was killed in a brutal attack in downtown Flushing. 

Photo courtesy the Yang family

Brother arrives from China after Flushing slay

acing, which could bring 
up to 15 years behind bars 
if convicted.

Other residents were 
the victims of gas siphon-
ing.

Rosetta Ackerman 
parked her car outside her 
Beechhurst home one eve-
ning last week with a full 
tank. The next morning she 
did not even have enough 
gas to get to a station.

“It’s totally crazy,” she 
said. “I’m furious.”

Some stations around 
Whitestone jacked up their 
prices.

A Gulf station on 14th 
Avenue in College Point 
was charging $4.29 for a 
gallon of regular Sunday, 
the same price as a Delta 
station near Clintonville 

Street and 10th Avenue. 
But down the street, 

an Exxon Mobil station 
near the Cross Island Park-
way was charging $3.79 for 
a gallon of regular.

State law prohibits 
price gouging for essen-
tial items in the event that 
normal distribution is dis-
rupted, though the law is 
not specific, indicating that 
businesses who sell a good 
for an “unconscionably ex-
cessive price” could face 
legal action.

State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
announced his office was 
looking into numerous 
complaints of gouging.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 9

Gas
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32 Jax Heights groups testify at stop-and-frisk hearing
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Last year the NYPD 
stopped nearly 700,000 peo-
ple across  New York City — 
the majority of whom were 
young black and Latino 
men — but Manny Yusuf 
does not exactly fit that de-
scription.

“My first encounter 
with stop-and-frisk was in 
April [2011] at the train sta-
tion on my way home from 
school,” Manny, a 14-year-
old-Bangladeshi girl, testi-
fied at a City Council hear-
ing on stop-and-frisk at 
York College Oct. 24. “I was 
pulled over by an officer 
out of a group of my friends 
because, I believe, I was the 
darkest skinned.”

Manny, a youth or-
ganizer with the Jackson 
Heights-based activist 
group Desis Rising Up and 
Moving, said she believed 
the police systematically 
harassed communities of 
color.

“How do you think it 
feels to be stopped by offi-
cers when you are just walk-
ing home from school?” she 
asked.

In 2011, the NYPD 

stopped 685,724 people, 
nearly 52 percent of whom 
were either black or La-
tino, according to a report 
released by the New York 
Civil Liberty Union earlier 
this year.

For more than two 
hours, members of the 
Council Civil Rights Com-
mittee heard testimony 
from people affected by 
stop-and-frisk. Committee 

Chairwoman Debbie Rose 
(D-Staten Island) said the 
committee was interested 
in gauging support for four 
stop-and-frisk reform bills 
known as the Community 
Safety Act currently being 
considered by the Council 
Public Safety Committee.

“The [Public Safety] 
Committee felt it’s impor-
tant for the public to have 
a venue to talk about stop-

question-and-frisk and 
their communities,” she 
said.

Adil Polanco said he is 
an NYPD officer who was 
retaliated against because 
he refused to meet quotas, 
or what the department 
calls “productivity goals.”

Polanco said stop-and-
frisk could be an effective 
tool, but it was being mis-
used. When his allotted 

three minutes to speak 
were up, he pleaded, “I’ve 
been waiting for this for a 
long time.”

“I know. That’s why 
I’m giving you more time 
because you’re telling a 
story from a voice we have 
not heard at previous hear-
ings,” Rose said.

The Civil Rights Com-
mittee’s four members, 
including Queens legisla-
tors Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) and Julissa 
Ferreras (D-Corona), were 
joined by Councilmen Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica), as well as several 
other Council members 
from across the city, every 
one of whom had signed on 
to sponsor the Community 
Safety Act. The act’s re-
forms include creating an 
inspector general to over-
see the NYPD and requir-
ing officers to obtain con-
sent for searches.

Legislators currently 
considering the bill in the 
Public Safety Committee 
include Chairman Peter 
Vallone (D-Astoria) and 
committee members James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-

ows) and Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), none of whom 
have signed on as sponsors 
of the bills, but committee 
member Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) has. Council 
members Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens), Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
and Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) have also 
not formally signed on to 
support the bills.

Speaking through an 
interpreter, DRUM member 
Naz Ali said she believed 
the NYPD was spying on 
her community because 
she spoke out against the 
police, and urged legisla-
tors to support the act.

“We need the Com-
munity Safety Act, and in 
particular I’d like to em-
phasize that the Queens 
members, many of whom 
have not signed onto these 
bills, I strongly urge you as 
residents of your districts 
to please sign these bills,” 
she said.

Members of Make the 
Road NY, another Jackson 
Heights group, also testi-
fied.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Mother Nature’s worst 
brought out the best in some 
of Woodhaven’s residents.

The Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Block Association 
said it was astounded by 
the tremendous generosity 
displayed by inhabitants 
following Hurricane San-
dy’s destructive path.

“The generosity of 
Woodhaven and of our 
friends has been over-
whelming,” said WRBA 
President Ed Wendell. “In 
the face of a disaster that 
devastated our neighbors, 
our community stepped up 
in a huge way to help out 
those in need. A lot of peo-
ple are hurting right now, 
but the community spirit 
we’ve seen over the past 

week leaves no doubt that 
south Queens will be back 
better than ever.”

Due to donations, the 
block association raised 
thousands of dollars, 
as well as 50 carloads of 
clothes, food, water and 
other supplies. In addition, 
volunteers contributed nu-
merous hours to sort, pack 
and transport the donations 
— which were delivered 
to Howard Beach, Broad 
Channel, Breezy Point and 
other neighborhoods south 
of Woodhaven that were hit 
hard by the superstorm.

People from across 
Woodhaven contributed to 
the cause, and donors from 
far out of state shipped 
supplies or donated money 
even though gasoline was 
in short supply, according 

to Wendell.
“Residents sprang 

into action,” he said. “Us-
ing their remaining gas to 
make sure supplies reached 
those in need.”

The WRBA collabo-
rated with an array of or-
ganizations and offices to 
maximize their efforts, 
including those of the Glen-
dale Civilian Observation 

Patrol, the West Hamilton 
Beach Volunteer Fire De-
partment, the Hamilton 
Beach Civic Association, 
the Woodhaven Business 
Improvement District, 
Queens Tabernacle and 
the Woodhaven-Richmond 
Hill Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, state Assembly-
men Mike Miller (D-Wood-
haven) and Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park), state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) and City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village).

“Hurricane Sandy 
caused unprecedented 
damage to thousands of 
homes throughout the city, 
but as always, New Yorkers 
are coming together to help 
those in need,” Crowley 
said.

Martin Colberg, a 
WRBA board member, said 
the block association want-
ed to help because it consid-
ers those affected the most 
by Sandy’s wrath as neigh-
bors.

“This was a huge team 
effort,” he said. “Those who 
are without heat or elec-
tricity, those who lost their 
belongings or their homes 
— those are our neighbors, 
and it was wonderful to see 
how many people in Wood-
haven and from all around 
are doing everything they 
can to help their neigh-
bors.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Manny Yusuf (r.) testifies at a City Council hearing on stop-and-frisk at York College. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Woodhaven civic group steps up to help storm victims

Woodhaven residents joined forces to collect donations for victims 
of Hurricane Sandy.  Courtesy Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association
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A l l  t h e  s o u n d  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  w i r e s .

m u s i c  s y s t e m  I I I

Just plug it in and hear what you’ve been missing. A roomful of premium sound…not wires. 

Try it for 30 days, risk-free. 

12 easy payments,

SAVE $150

1-800-842-1428,
ext. TZ368

www.Bose.com/ WMS

Shown in 
Platinum White.
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“During their final days, Calvary gave both my mom and dad
the quality of life they deserved.”

“When my dad was suffering from pancreatic cancer, there was only 
one place that could relieve his pain – and ours, as well. Calvary Hospital. 
But dad’s wish was to die at home. And it was granted. Calvary 
Home Hospice provided dad with unrivaled comfort, compassion 
and love. He passed away with dignity and grace, with all of us 
with him. Calvary became part of our family. What could be better 
than that? Well, one year later, after years of dealing with severe 
medical issues, mom, also, needed the same Calvary care. So at 
the end of her life, Calvary’s expert staff was there, once again, for 
all of us. As a daughter whose parents gave her unqualifi ed love 
her entire life, there was no better way to return this love than with 
Calvary’s care. I feel doubly blessed that Calvary was in our lives.”

– Deborah DeGregorio 

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Bayside pays tribute at Lawrence Cemetery
BY PHIL CORSO

Tucked away in a quiet 
cemetery off Bell Boulevard, the 
Bayside Historical Society set its 
sights more than 150 years in the 
past as interested onlookers went 
along for the ride back in time.

The Lawrence Cemetery, at 
the corner of 216th Street and 42nd 
Avenue, might be an unknown 
location to many, the Historical 
Society said. But on Saturday, 
10 actors dressed in attire from 
the 1600s to 1900s and provided a 
performance and tour of the site 
made popular by the family who 
rests there.

“The Lawrence family was 
a very ambitious family,” said 
Denise Johnson, vice president 
of education for the historical 
society. “They have many ac-
complishments to their name and 
contributed in many ways to New 
York City.”

Actors portrayed various 
members of Bayside and Flush-
ing’s more than 13-generation 
Lawrence family in the spot 
where the family used to frequent 
for picnics and other occasions 

while standing beside the tomb-
stones of their characters.

“We really love Bayside and 
we love that people come out to 
share this with us,” said Paul Di 
Benedetto, president of the his-
torical society. “It really means 
a lot.”

Board member Aline Eu-
ler, dressed as Mary Nichol Law-
rence, spoke near her designated 
headstone in the landmarked 
Bayside cemetery to tell the story 
of her character, who lived and 
died in Bayside from Jan. 9, 1822, 
to Aug. 12, 1896.

“I was the very busy second 
wife of Andrew H. Mickle, who 
also was mayor of the city of New 
York from 1846-1847,” Euler said 
in her role as Mary Nichol Law-
rence, daughter of Ann Townsend 
and Effingham Lawrence. “I 
loved my estate, which I called 
‘Bay Lawn,’ but I must regret-
fully report that our magnificent 
mansion was destroyed by a fire 
in 1890.”

Euler said it took the group 
weeks to prepare the perfor-
mance, but the actors saw the 
effort as well worth their time 

as long as Bayside’s history was 
preserved.

“It’s fun for us,” Euler said 
before the performance began. 
“We wanted to do something to 
get people to know a little more 
about Bayside.”

Though no Lawrence rela-
tives were present, each charac-

ter told his or her tale from the 
period when they frequented the 
streets of northeast Queens, tak-
ing playful jabs at one another to 
appear most relevant to the fam-
ily name by touting their accom-
plishments and contributions.

Henry Euler, secretary of the 
historical society, spoke his lines 

as if they were his own words as 
he portrayed John Lawrence, a 
former town clerk of Flushing in 
the late 1600s.

“When I moved to New Am-
sterdam in 1657, I served under 
Gov. Stuyvesant as a commission-
er to settle boundary disputes 
between the Dutch colony of New 
Netherlands and New England, 
I knew I was taking on a great 
challenge,” Henry Euler said as 
John Lawrence. “An even greater 
challenge was keeping the peace 
between the Indians and the 
Dutch!”

Actors read their parts in 
accordance with a script, which 
Johnson had prepared for the 
performance. Johnson said the 
information used in the show was 
in part taken from the historical 
archives at the historical soci-
ety’s officers club at Fort Totten 
in Bayside.

“The stories are accurate 
and historically significant of 
this family, who helped build the 
very foundation of this commu-
nity,” Johnson said. “Some resi-
dents of this town work very hard 
to preserve the past.”

Members of the Bayside Historical Society, including trustee Aline Euler (c.), 
share the stories of different members of the Lawrence family inside their 
Bayside cemetery. Photo by Phil Corso
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

For all that you have sacrificed 
and everything you’ve done. To make this 

world we share a safer and better one. 
With gratitude and admiration we say 

“Happy Veteran’s Day.”

Grace Meng
New York State Assembly

136-20 38 Ave.
Suite 10A

Flushing N.Y. 11354
(718)939-0195

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
The disgraced former 

St. John’s University dean 
who was accused of steal-
ing more than $1 million 
from the school and forcing 
students to work as her per-
sonal servants was found 
dead in her Jamaica Es-
tates home in an apparent 
suicide Tuesday.

Police found the body 
of a 59-year-old Asian wom-
an at Cecilia  Chang’s home 
around 7:38 a.m., according 
to the NYPD. Authorities 
were still waiting for the 
family to identify the body, 
although St. John’s released 
a statement acknowledging 
the death. The New York 
Post reported Chang had 
hanged herself and earlier 
had attempted to slit her 
wrists and kill herself with 
gas from her fireplace.

Police said no foul play 
was suspected in the ongo-
ing investigation into the 

death of the former dean, 
who had an extravagant 
lifestyle during her years 
at St. John’s. She lived in a 
palatial house not far from 
the St. John’s campus and 
spent a significant amount 
of time at a residence at 
Foxwoods Casino in east-
ern Connecticut, according 
to court testimony.

By late Tuesday morn-
ing, police officers were 
still in Chang’s home, at 82-
34 Tryon Place, and many 
windows and the front door 
were open wide.

Chang was fired after 
30 years at St. John’s when 
a 2009 audit uncovered sus-
picious charges to expense 
accounts and university-
issued credit cards. She 
was charged in a 205-count 
indictment with grand lar-
ceny, forgery and falsifying 
business document in Sep-
tember 2010 by the Queens 
district attorney’s office 
and then faced bribery 

charges in a trial that has 
been underway in Brook-
lyn federal court.

 The death came a day 
after Chang took the stand 
to testify in her own de-
fense.

The Post reported 
that members of the jury 
laughed at Chang’s ram-
bling testimony as Judge 
Sterling Johnson Jr. fre-
quently told her to answer 
questions with a simple yes 
or no answer and ordered 
some of her responses 
stricken from the record. 

 If found guilty, she 
would have faced as much 
as 20 years in prison.

A spokesman for St. 
John’s University said the 
school was saddened to 
learn of Chang’s death.

“We ask the entire St. 
John’s community to pray 
for her and her family,” 
Dominic Scianna said.

Former St. John’s dean found 
dead in Jamaica Estates home
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Simon Keenlyside as Prospero 
in Thomas Ades’s “The Tempest.” 

Photo by Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera

Venture into the city to hear great music, watch dance or experience the wonder of opera
BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

Last week, the 
TimesLedger’s From the 
Footlights column featured 
a preview of the new Broad-
way and Off-Broadway sea-
sons.

In this issue, From the 
Footlights presents some of 
the most interesting choic-
es in music, dance, opera 
and lectures for the new 
season.

Music
With three theaters of 

varying size, Jazz at Lin-
coln Center usually has 
something to offer music 
lovers. From Monday, Nov. 
8, to Thursday, Nov. 18, 
JACL will be sponsoring a 
celebration of Blue Note Re-
cords and such historic art-
ists as Thelonious Monk, 
Sonny Clark and others. 
Several contemporary mu-
sicians will perform.

Celebrating the holi-
days has always been a 
tradition at Jazz at Lincoln 
Center since December 
1989, when the Wynton 

Marsalis Band and the Lin-
coln Center Classical Jazz 
Orchestra presented “A 
Classical Jazz Christmas.” 
Continuing this tradition, 
Marsalis and the orches-
tra will present a dozen 
arrangements of holiday 
songs in JALC’s Rose Hall. 
They will be joined by vo-
calists Renee Marie and 
Gregory Porter.

The show will be on 
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 
7-8, at 8 p.m., with a mati-
nee Dec. 8 at 2 p.m. JACL is 
in the Time Warner Center, 

3 Columbus Circle. For tick-
ets or more information, 
call Centercharge, at 212-
721-6500, or go tojazzatlin-
colncenter.org.

Birdland has been 
hosting the Django Re-
inhardt NY Festival for 
several years. The event, 
which pays tribute to the 
legendary gypsy guitarist 
and composer, this will this 
year feature French guitar-
ist “Dorado Shmitt and 3 
sons,” from Tuesday, Nov. 6 
to Sunday, Nov. 11.

Also watch for Ar-

turo O’Farrill Afro Latin 
Jazz Orchestra’s regular 
smokin’ Sunday gig. Bird-
land is at 315 W. 44th St. 
Call 212-581-3080 or go to 
birdlandjazz.com.

New Yorkers who 
believe that Carnegie 
Hall only stages classical 
concerts are mistaken. 
The theater will present 
Voices from Latin Ameri-
ca, a month-long celebra-
tion from Monday, Nov. 
8, through Tuesday, Dec. 
11. The event is being pre-
sented under the guidance 

of acclaimed musicians 
— composer Osvaldo Goli-
jov, conductor Gustavo 
Dudamel, jazz pianist and 
composer Chucho Valdés, 
and singer, songwriter and 
guitarist Gilberto Gil. The 
festival will encompass 
music, dance, film, photog-
raphy and visual arts of 
many regions, with a par-
ticular focus on the music 
of Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil 
and Mexico.

In the classical vein, 

Continued on Page 39
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HinoMaru Ramen 
33-18 Ditmars Blvd. 

Astoria, NY 11105 
(718) 777-0228

hinomaruramen.com
Price Range: Appetizers: 

$4–6, Ramen: $9–15
Cuisine: Japanese noodle 

soup
Setting: Small typically 

Japanese décor with counter 
and table seating.

Service: Hours: Sunday thru 
Thursday: 12 pm to 10:30 pm 
Friday and Saturday: 12 pm 

to 11 pm
Reservations: No

Alcohol: Beer & Sake
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accesible: Yes

WIFI: No

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Enthusiastic shouts 
of “Irasshaimase” by the 
young, attractive staff, 
welcomed us to HinoMaru 
Ramen, a newish Japanese 
noodle restaurant in Asto-
ria. The greeting trans-
ported us back to our visit 
to the Land Of The Rising 
Sun a few years ago. In 
Japan, you will hear that 
greeting over and over, 
at high decibel levels, at 
almost every retail estab-
lishment you enter. You 
will probably also eat a lot 
of noodles, as ramen joints 
are both ubiquitous and 
affordable there.

You won’t find sushi, 
or exquisite classical Jap-
anese cuisine at HinoRa-
men. What you will find 
is an authentic example of 
the everyday fare eaten by 
the masses. The surround-
ings are spare, yet attrac-
tive, with a choice of table 
or counter seating. Masks 

of Tengu, the long-nosed 
protector of mountains 
and forests, are a recur-
ring theme.

Appetizers here are 
dubbed “Japanese Tapas.” 
Try their pork gyoza. 
They took us back to our 

visit to Utsonamiya, the 
gyoza capital of Japan, 
where Gyoza-San, an an-
thropomorphized gyoza 
in marble, greets visitors 
at the rail station. The 
gyoza here, thin-skinned 
and succulent, measure 

up to those served us over 
there.

The Ika Maru was 
disappointing. Amusing 
as it was to watch the boni-
to flakes animated by the 
air currents (it’s aliivve!), 
the ponzu-doused grilled 

squid was unacceptably 
rubbery. Likewise, the 
seaweed salad had an odd, 
overly sweet flavor. A sim-
ple green salad would be 
a better bet. In fact, if you 
are there at lunch time, 
they offer a small green 
salad and a small egg cha-
han (a poached egg over 
pork fried rice) with any 
order of ramen. The rice is 
less soy drenched and less 
greasy than its Chinese 
counterpart, and works 
nicely as a starter.

The main event here 
is, without a doubt, the 
ramen. Choices abound. 
If you happen to be a ra-
men newbie (no, the cheap 
stuff in the little pack-
ages doesn’t count), you 
might want to start with 
Tonkotsu (Hakata style). 
This is ramen 1.0, built on 
creamy pork broth with 
chashu pork, kikurage 
(tree ear) mushrooms, 

Tonkotsu ramen served up at HinoMaru Ramen on Ditmars Boulevard. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 40

HinoMaru Ramen: Astoria’s new Japanese gem

For details call 516-829-1301 or visit
www.ShopGreatNeck.com/sweepstakes   

*1st prize - $500 shopping spree.
2nd & 3rd prizes - $250 shopping
spree. Restrictions apply. 
Visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com
for regulations.

NOV. 11 – DEC. 24 
IN GREAT NECK PLAZA

Shop to Save
Holiday Sweepstakes

Shop to Save
Holiday Sweepstakes

YOU COULD WIN UP TO 
A $500 SHOPPING SPREE
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the Japanese-American vio-
linist Midori will celebrate 
the 30th season of her career 
by performing all three of 
Beethoven’s sonatas for vio-
lin and piano in the key of 
A major with pianist Özgür 
Aydin, on Wednesday, Nov. 
7. The concert will also in-
clude works by Webern and 
Crumb. Carnegie Hall is at 
57th Street and 7th Avenue. 
Call 212-247-7800 or go to 
ticketassistance@carnegie-
hall.org.

Opera
The big news at the 

Metropolitan Opera this 
fall is the production of 
“The Tempest.” Though 
Shakespeare’s play was 
written in the 17th century 
the opera is much newer, 
having been written in 2004 
by Thomas Andès with a li-
bretto by Meredith Oakes. 
The production stars bari-
tone Simon Keenlyside and 
is directed by Thomas Lep-
age. Critics have given high 
praise not only to the per-
formances of the cast, but 
also to the magic of the pro-
duction’s staging. Through 
Thursday, Nov. 17. 

On Thursday, Nov. 8, 
the Met will premiere its 
new production of Verdi’s 
“Un Ballo in Mashera,” 
starring Marcelo Álvarez 
as the king. The Metropoli-
tan Opera is at Lincoln Cen-
ter, between West 62nd and 
65th streets and Columbus 
and Amsterdam Aves. Call 
212-362-6000, or go to me-
toperafamily.org.

Dance
The Alvin Ailey Amer-

ican Dance Theater is cel-
ebrating its 41st year of 
bringing dance to the New 
York City Center stage.

This year’s itinerary 
will include the world pre-
miere of “Another Night” 
by talented young chore-
ographer Kyle Abraham. 
The new work is set to Art 
Blakey & The Jazz Mes-
senger’s rendition of one 
of Dizzy Gillespie’s innova-
tive compositions, “A Night 
in Tunisia.”

Abraham melds a va-
riety of facets of American 
dance, from hip hop to bal-
let, and showcases the art-

istry and versatility of the 
Ailey dancers.

Another premier, “Pe-
tite Mort,” marks the first 
time a European choreog-
rapher, Jirí Kylián will ap-
pear in the Ailey repertory. 
Set to two of Mozart’s most 
popular piano concertos, 
the theatrical work features 
six men and six women 
“intermingling with fenc-
ing foils and elaborate ball 
gowns in an unforgettable 
battle of the sexes.”

The Alvin Ailey Amer-
ican Dance Theater will 
perform at the New York 
City Center from Wednes-
day, Nov. 28, through Sun-
day, Dec 30. The theater is 
at 131 W. 55th St. For tickets 
or more information, call 
212-581-1212 or go to www.
alvinailey.org or www.ny-
citycenter.org.

Misc.
The city is filled with 

worthy cultural institu-
tions that offer a tremen-
dous diversity of activities. 
Two venues, in particular, 
are worthwhile to keep an 
eye on during the course of 
the year. 

The 92nd Street Y has 
long offered a dizzying va-
riety of concerts, classes 
and myriad other events for 
New Yorkers from across 
the city. Two of the Y’s most 
interesting offerings are its 
talks and conversations and 
its literary readings series.

Two readings to mark 
on your calendar for Novem-
ber, include a tribute to Adri-
enne Rich on Friday, Nov. 9, 
at 8 p.m. Fellow poets, family 
and friends will remember 
Ms. Rich and read from her 
work. On Thursday, Nov. 
15, at 8:15 p.m., poets Tracy 
K. Smith and Dean Young 
will read from their latest 
works. Ms. Smith’s book 

“Life on Mars” was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry 
in 2012. Young’s latest book 
is “Bender: New & Selected 
Poems.”

As for conversations, 
“The Untold History of the 
U.S.” promises to be memo-
rable. Filmmaker Oliver 
Stone and professor Peter 
Kuznick will discuss their 
new book, in conversation 
with correspondent Lewis 
Lapham and moderator 
Thane Rosenbaum, in the 
Kaufman Concert Hall on 
Nov. 10, at 8 p.m.

For something com-
pletely different, check 
out The New York Com-
edy Festival presents “Da-
vid Steinberg and Robin 
Williams Talking About 
Nothing That Important” 
on Sunday, Nov. 11, in the 
Kaufman Concert Hall at 
7:30 p.m.

The 92 Street Y is at 
1395 Lexington Ave., with a 
second location, 92YTribe-
ca, at 200 Hudson Street. 
For more information or 
tickets, call 212-415-5500 or 
go to 92Y.org.

On Manhattan’s West 
Side, Symphony Space has a 
wide variety of offerings in 
the areas of literature, mu-
sic, theater, dance and film.

Symphony Space will 
host The 32nd Annual John 
Lennon Tribute on Friday, 
Nov. 30, at 8 p.m., with a 
line-up including Judy Col-
lins, Joan Osborne and Dar 
Williams.

Author Zadie Smith 
will make a visit on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 7:30 
p.m. The author of White 
Teeth and On Beauty will 
read from her new book, 
“NW: A Novel” and share 
in conversation with au-
thor Hari Kunzru.

Symphony Space is at 
2537 Broadway. For more 
information or tickets, call 
212-864-5400 or go to tick-
ets.symphonyspace.org.

Continued from Page 37

Entertainment

Chuco Valdes and the Afro-Cuban Messengers with special guest 
Buika perform at Carnegie Hall. Photo by Jack Vartoogian

“Ben’s Bayside Makes Lunch Specials Special!”
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…includes your choice of seasonal
fruit salad or homemade soup,
pickles and cole slaw (as always),
and coffee or tea!

Served from 11 am to 5 pm, Mon.-Fri in Dining Room only.

FROM

$1099

Over 12 Delicious Choices

Our Lunch Special Menu’s
Change Daily. Specials Include:

Hot Open Turkey Sandwiches, Salami & Eggs,
Steak Burgers, Knockwurst Platter,

Marinated Chicken & More!

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue
PH: (718) 229-2367
FAX: (718) 229-3066

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY
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Dixie Swim Club - A touching, 
hilarious comedy.
When: Nov. 9 and 10; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 2 pm
Cost: $15, $13 seniors and 
students
Where: Zion Episcopal Church, 
Church Street off Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 482-3332

Colombia de Fiesta — With the 
Mestizo Dance Co.
When: Nov. 9 through Dec. 9; 
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 pm; 
Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside

Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: thaliatheatre.org

The Winter’s Tale — “The Winter’s 
Tale” is one of Shakespeare’s 
later plays, exploring themes of 
jealousy, leadership, love and 
forgiveness. In it, a jealous king 
(Leontes) nearly topples his 
own kingdom when he falsely 
accuses his queen (Hermione) of 
adultery with his childhood friend 
(Polixenes). In his foolishness and 
rage, the king loses his wife, his 
son and his baby daughter. Years 
later, in his old friend’s Bohemian 
kingdom, the seeds are planted for 
reunion, redemption and rebirth.
When: Nov. 9-18; Fridays, 8 
pm; Saturdays 3 pm and 10 pm; 
Sundays, 3 pm

Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: 718-358-0067

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

28.  Repeat performance?
30.  Suggest
31.  Got out of  bed
32.  Health class segment,  
 for short
34.  Miner's quest
35.  Hair piece?
38.  Russian novelist  
 Maxim
39.  Pantry items
44.  Dilly-dally
46.  Bush-league
48.  Like some lingerie
49.  Birth-related
50.  Authentic
51.  It follows that
52.  Finish off
53.  London art gallery
54.  Hamburg's river
55.  Not prerecorded
56.  Plastics ingredient
57.  Carter's middle name

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Nov. 8-14, 2012

By Ed Canty 

Like Snow
Across
1.  Provide for free,  
 informally
5.  Tax pro, for short
8.  Play in the N.H.L.
13.  Come (from)
14.  "Excuse me ..."
15.  Turkic language
16.  European erupter
17.  Grumble
18.  Fragrance
19.  Watergate evidence
22.  Change for a five
23.  After-tax amount
24.  Where spectators sit
27.  Gymnast's goal
29.  Hot Springs and  
 others
33.  Home with a view
34.  Place
36.  Kind of  deposit
37.  One of  Obama's  
 favorites
40.  Mauna ___ (Hawaiian  
 volcano)
41.  Where to get a fast  
 buck?
42.  Bring up
43.  Cell-phone button
45.  Cincy player
46.  Ready to frame
47.  Inquire
49.  One of  a sea-going  
 trio
50.  Old Glory
58.  Eat away
59.  Choir part
60.  Italian bread
61.  Like a gymnast
62.  Skiers' aid
63.  Continuously

64.  Introvert
65.  Electrifying swimmer
66.  Envelope closer
Down
1.  Prepare to swallow
2.  Curse
3.  Short skirt
4.  Like some  
 relationships
5.  Utter disorder
6.  Lima's locale
7.  Concert equipment
8.  Kind of  pen
9.  Gold count
10.  Above
11.  Gentle
12.  Baseball stats
14.  Partner of  pains
20.  Make lovable
21.  Boredom
24.  Gridiron stat
25.  Snicker
26.  Unit or sect follower
27.  Dragged behind

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BASIC MATH

scallion, bean sprouts, and 
fish cake (naruto). Here the 
broth is umami flavorful 
and the contents abundant. 
If you want to kick it up a 
notch, go for the namesake 
Hinomaru. Dubbed “New 
York style,” it’s got all of the 
above plus a “fireball” to 
give it heat.

Uni ramen tastes more 
like a cross between oyster 
stew and fettucini Alfredo 
than something Japanese. 
Bits of sea urchin swim in 
a Parmesan cheese-laced 
creamy broth garnished 
with seaweed, veggies and 
that ever-present fish cake. 
If you like rich comfort 
food, this could be your 
choice.

Spicy Miso ramen, on 
the “special ramen” list, 
starts with a base like the 
familiar miso soup served 
in most Japanese restau-
rants. It is topped with corn 
kernels, pork, chopped scal-
lions and most importantly 
a great big “fireball.” The 

fire balls, round scoops of 
miso with hot spices, refer 
to the restaurant’s name, 
Hinomaru, which means 
“fireball,” and a nod (or 
perhaps a bow) to the sun 
symbol on the Japanese 
flag.

The Bottom Line
HinoMaru is an au-

thentic approximation of 
the kind of noodle shop 
found throughout Japan, 
a culinary style that has 
recently become trendy 
in Manhattan. The food 
is tasty and inexpensive. 
They have an ample selec-

tion of sakes and beers. The 
vibe is young and lively. 
When you leave this restau-
rant, expect a hearty shout 
of “arigato gozaimashi-
ta,” which loosely means 
“thank you for coming.” If 
you’re feeling well pleased, 
respond with “gochisou 
sama deshita,” which 
means “it’s been a feast”.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 38

HinoMaru

HinoMaru Ramen, 33-18 Ditmars Blvd., features mask of Tengu, the 
mythical long-nosed protector of mountains and forest. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

PrePresentsts

One Night OnlyOne Night Only
Christmas in Vienna

One Night Only

Dec. 15, 2012 @ 7:30 pm
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HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
From the Staff  at Austin’s!

CELEBRATE WITH AUSTIN’S THANKSGIVING FIVE COURSE DINNER
Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

Only $225.00 (18-20 lbs.) *Plus Tax*   
TURKEY DINNER FOR 6

Only $130.00 (10-12 lbs.) *Plus Tax*

Includes ALL the Trimmings:
Stuffi ng, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato, 

Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad, and Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Order Your Thanksgiving to Go from Austin’s Steak and Ale!

Let us do all the Cooking!
Please Place Your Orders by Friday, November 16th by calling (718) 849-3939

Roast Vermont Turkey - $27
Stuffi ng, Gravy, and Cranberry Sauce

 - $38
Crabmeat and béarnaise sauce

Black Angus Shell Steak - $34
with Caramelized Onions and Gorgonzola Cheese

Sautéed Shrimp - $29
with Artichoke Hearts, Mushrooms, Roasted Peppers 

with a Lemon White Wine Sauce 

 - $30
with a Light Curry Sauce

Crab Stuffed Chicken Breast - $29

Whole Wheat Pasta w/ Grilled Chicken - $25
Portobello, Cherry Tomato and Lemon Sauce

 
(choice of one)

Pumpkin Ravioli with Sage Butter Sauce
Shrimp, Pineapple and Avocado Salad

Bacon Wrapped Sea Scallops 

Pumpkin Soup

Spinach with Grilled Eggplant, Pine Nuts and Feta Cheese

(choice of one)

Pumpkin Cup Cake with Cream Cheese Icing
Chocolate Mousse Cake

(choice of one)
Mashed Carrots and Parsnips

Creamed Spinach

(choice of one)
Roasted Fingerling Red Potato

Candied Yams
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Answers in Sports

Great Neck Plaza

Nov. 11 - 18

Village of

Restaurant
Week

Sunday, November 11 – Sunday, November 18
$24.__Prix Fixe95

ShopGreatNeck.com for restaurants 
and Restaurant Week menus.

Great Neck Plaza

Over 15 participating restaurants

Restaurant Week
2012
Fall
Edition
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

P: 718-22-GRILL (7455)

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 

Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

���������	

���
����

VILLAGGIO

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808 BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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DEPHILLIPS
ATHLETIC

CLUB
Now accepting online and in-person registration 

for Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball

For more information, visit, call or click:

DAC Message board-www.daconline.net

Clubhouse Telephone: (347) 252-1154
Email-bbdacports@aol.com

Facebook: DAC Athletic Club

For in-person registration: 
Visit our clubhouse: 21-04 202nd St. Bayside 

(basement entrance building 08) 

November 8th & November 13th 
from 7pm-9pm

(please use street parking)

For online registration: 
www.daconline.net

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

stake.
Instead of politicking, 

both politicians were in 
their districts checking up 
on their constituents, and 
their offices had become de 
facto centers for people to 
donate clothing, food and 
other supplies.

Addabbo’s office, 
which was flooded in the 
storm, was set up as a cen-
tral aid station in the rav-
aged Howard Beach  neigh-
borhood. Bags of clothing 
and blankets were over-
flowing in the office and on 
the street canned food and 
water were stacked high 
on tables set up on the side-
walk and volunteers were 
outside grilling burgers for 
weary residents.

Addabbo’s office was 
working with Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo on recovery 
efforts, the staff member 
said, and was searching for 
a place to store the donated 
items piled outside before a 

nor’easter was expected to 
hit the region Wednesday.

Meanwhile, a repre-
sentative for Ulrich, Rudy 
S. Giuliani, said Monday 
the councilman’s office was 
one of the few in the region 
not damaged or without 
power after the storm and 
the staff had been work-
ing around the clock to 
organize recovery efforts 
and respond to community 
questions.

Giuliani said the of-
fice was so inundated with 
calls that Councilwomen 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
sent over staffers to help 
man phones.

He said for several 
days the staff’s top prior-
ity was figuring out where 
to relocate schools because 
many in the region were 
damaged in the storm, but 
efforts had shifted Monday 
to restoring electricity as 
temperatures were drop-
ping.

“The biggest thing is 
getting the power back,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 2

Tight raceHospice Care Network 
seeks volunteers

Hospice Care Network 
is seeking volunteer, li-
censed massage therapists 
to work with patients, care-
givers and staff in Queens.

Massage therapy ben-
efits hospice patients by 
providing symptom con-
trol and emotional and 
spiritual comfort. Massage 
therapy volunteers receive 
extensive training and su-
pervision by the program 
coordinator, a specialist 
in geriatric and palliative 

massage.
Massage therapists 

who are passionate and 
committed to making a 
difference and looking to 
gain hands-on experience 
in this practice area are en-
couraged to apply.

Contact Licensed Mas-
sage Therapist Eva Pend-
leton, the complementary 
therapy program coordi-
nator of Hospice Care Net-
work, at 516-832-7100 or 
ependleton@hospicecare-
network.org.

Boro senior center offers 
many services

The United Hindu Se-
nior Center at 118-09 Sutter 
Ave. in South Ozone Park of-
fers free vegetarian lunches, 
health promotion, nutrition 
education, cards and games, 

mammograms and blood 
pressure screenings.

In addition, we provide 
transportation for many se-
niors via bus.

For further informa-
tion, call 718-323-8900.

of the surrounding neighborhoods,” U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) said. 

“Resorts World provides permanent em-
ployment to over 1,200 New Yorkers. The hun-
dreds of millions of dollars it pays in taxes helps 
fund public education in the state,” he said. “Its 
partnerships with local contractors and collab-
orative relationships with nonprofits has con-
tributed to the development of small businesses 
and established Resorts World’s reputation as a 
model corporate citizen.”

As there is always room for improvement, 
the state Legislature began the process of 
amending the state constitution earlier this year 
to permit full table gaming. The next step in the 
process is another amendment and then the mea-
sure will go to voters in a referendum.

Until then, Resorts World and the state’s 
elected officials will continue to revel in the ca-
sino’s early successes.

“One year ago this week, the Queens com-
munity came together to welcome Resorts World 
to the borough and one year later we have 1,750 
new jobs, millions of dollars in additional tax 
revenue, and an anchor business in Queens 
that is partnering with local businesses to help 
them to thrive and grow,” said state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach). “Resorts World has 
been a tremendous partner to the Queens com-
munity and the impact it’s having on our local 
economy will only grow in the years to come.”

Continued from Page 2

Casino
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The best season in pro-

gram history isn’t enough 
for this group of St. John’s 
seniors. The legacy of Shen-
neika Smith, Nadirah McK-
enith and Eugenia McPher-
son as the most successful 
group in the history of Red 
Storm women’s basketball 
has one final chapter, one 
they hope to make better 
than all the rest.

“We are making St. 
John’s history,” McPher-
son, a senior guard, said. 
“We are proud of that. We 
are proud to be a part of 
that, but for our senior year 
it’s more than making the 
[NCAA] tournament.”

She said the team has 
unfinished business after 
the program’s first berth in 
the Sweet Sixteen, a second-
place finish in the Big East 
during the regular season 
and road wins over UConn 
and Oklahoma. St. John’s 
is picked to finish fourth in 
the conference and enters 
the year nationally ranked. 
The team, which returns 
four starters, wants to 
bring an NCAA tourna-
ment game to Queens.

“We can’t let that get 
to our heads just because 
we are preseason ranked,” 
McKenith, the point guard, 
said. “That can easily go 
away in the middle of the 
season if we don’t go out 
there and play to the best of 
our abilities.”

The guy whose job it is 
to make sure that happens 
is first-year head Coach Joe 
Tartamella. The long-time 
assistant helped former 
Coach Kim Barnes Arico, 
now at Michigan, helped 
build the program up from 

obscurity. The players, all 
of whom he recruited, were 
relieved when Tartamella, 
32, was given the job. The 
connection he has with this 
bunch of plays has made 
the transition easy.

“This group of seniors 
has a special place in my 
heart and the program’s 
heart,” he said. “They have 
taken us to new levels.”

The graduation of for-
ward Da’Shena Stevens has 
left Smith as the program’s 
premier talent. The All-Big 
East selection hit the sea-
son’s biggest shot, a game-
winning three-pointer to 
snap UConn’s 99-game win-
ning streak.

St. John’s also returns 
its front line of sophomore 
Amber Thompson and ju-
nior Mary Nwachukwu to 
complement its backcourt. 
Continued contributions 
are expected from reserves 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The damage caused by 

Hurricane Sandy in the 
Rockaways forced nearly 
the entire Fontbonne Hall 
varsity girls’ volleyball 
team, including Coach 
Linda Strong, to leave their 
homes and almost cost them 
their season.

The players were called  
in Monday by Principal 
Sister Dolores Crepeau and 
given the option to continue 
or not. They unanimously 
decided to play its CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I semifi nal against Arch-
bishop Molloy on Wednes-
day at St. Francis Prep.

“Emotionally each girl 
is dealing with a different 
tragedy,“ Athletic Direc-
tor Donna Schirripa said. 
“That can be a good thing 
on the court or it can be-
come a disaster, but they all 
felt this was something they 
needed to do. This is their 

fi rst step forward.”
Only one player from 

the 11-member team from 
the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, 
school does not live in the 
Breezy Point-Belle Harbor 
area. Strong and junior 
Casey McDade had their 
houses burn down and the 
rest were fl ooded or evacu-
ated. It left them living with 
family and friends through-
out the area.

“We just want to go 
home,” said junior captain 
Kristin Sullivan, who is 
staying with the family of 
varsity basketball Coach 
Steve Oliver. “Breezy is 
such a close community and 
we all love each other.”

Strong and Schirripa 
left the decision to continue 
their season solely with 
the players. Uniforms were 
thought to be an issue, but 
Schirripa said only one or 
two girls lost their entire 
uniform. They will be asked 
to share a uniform with a 

JV player or use a sample 
uniform with a taped-on 
number.

Continuing the season 
was not a priority initially 
after the loss of so many 
homes. The McDades lived 
on Beach 130th Street where 
16 houses burned to the 
ground, just 200 yards from 
where American Airlines 
Flight 587 crashed in 2001. 
The family had to evacu-
ate using surfboards and a 
kayak. They are living with 
family in Rockville Cen-
tre, L.I., in a one-bathroom 
house that now has 10 peo-
ple in it. Finding a new per-
manent place to live has not 
been easy.

“Every place we call for 
a rental is taken,” Amy Mc-
Dade, Casey’s mom, said. 
“We don’t know where we 
are going to go.”

The volleyball team was 
not the only one affected. 
Families of soccer players 
Cindy Henderson, Kristen 

Corral and Brittany Scher-
iff were also fl ooded out 
of their homes, according 
to Coach Victor Popovsky. 
The soccer team’s playoffs 
continue Thursday with 
a semifi nal game against 
Mary Louis. He said a win 
would be a positive thing 
for everyone.

“For my girls from 
Breezy Point, that would be 
such a nice present,” Pop-
ovsky said.

The girls kept in touch 
through Facebook and so-
cial media in the days fol-
lowing the Hurricane. The 
captains talked about try-
ing to fund-raise in some 
way to help McDade, Strong 
and the rest of the commu-
nity. Until then, they are 
fi nding comfort in each 
other.

“I just want to be with 
my friends right now,” Sul-
livan said. “We are all scat-
tered everywhere.”

Continued on Page 47

St. John’s senior guard Eugenia 
McPherson drives to the hoop. 
Photo courtesy of St. John’s 
Athletic Communications/
Vincent Dusovic

SJU women’s b-ball  
welcomes new blood

Rockaway players homeless
Fontbonne girls volleyball season nearly ended by superstorm

The homes of Brooklyn’s Fontbonne Hall Academy volleyball players were burned or flooded by Hurricane Sandy. Most of the players 
lived in Breezy Point or Belle Harbor. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
D’Angelo Harrison un-

derstands the numbers are 
back in St. John’s’ favor.

The Red Storm sopho-
more guard and his fellow 
starters played nearly ev-
ery minute last season with 
a roster that had just six 
scholarship players. Any 
break they could get was 
important.

“Last year I really liked 
the TV time-outs,” Harri-
son joked.

That shouldn’t be the 
case this year.

A strong group of re-
turnees and another stel-
lar recruiting class has the 
Johnnies ready to improve 
off a 13-19 season. St. John’s 
is expected to be deeper and 
more talented, despite its 
top player Maurice Hark-
less now with the Orlando 
Magic in the NBA.

The explosive Harrison, 
who averaged 17 pointers 

per game last year, is ex-
pected to be the catalyst. 
Harrison will have the 
ball in his hands more and 
the run team. The athletic 
Amir Garrett, Phil Greene, 
Sir’Domic Pointer and 
bruising forward God’sgift 
Achiuwa, all of whom saw 
major minutes last year, 
will join him.

“[Harrison’s] play-mak-
ing ability is underrated 
because people tend to fo-
cus on the natural gift he 
has to make shots from long 
distances,” St. John’s head 
Coach Steve Lavin said.

One of the biggest rea-
sons for the excitement 
around St. John’s, picked 
to fi nish 10th in the Big 
East, is the recruiting class 
brought in by Lavin, who 
is back on the bench after 
missing most of last year 
battling prostate cancer. 
Top assistant Coach Steve 
Dunlap moved on to be the 
head coach of the Golden 
State Warriors.

The group of six players, 
considered one of the na-
tion’s best, is headlined by 
the 6-foot-8 JaKarr Samp-
son and defensive special-
ist Chris Obekpa. Forward 
Christian Jones is the big-
gest surprise so far.

“You can go full speed, 
know there is someone 
just as good as you or bet-
ter than you coming off the 
bench,” Harrison said.

Sampson was supposed 
to be in Queens last season, 
but was ruled academically 
ineligible. Some experts be-
lieve he can fi ll right in for 
Harkless. Sampson believes 
he can take some of the bur-
den off Harrison.

“We just play off each 
other and play-make each 
other,” Sampson said. “We 
make it easier on each 
other.”

St. John’s’ lack is expe-

rience. Lavin has tried to 
make up for that by playing 
multiple inter-squad scrim-
mages with real referees to 
get 15 to 18 “games ” in be-
fore they open the regular 
season at Carnesecca Arena 
against Detroit Nov. 11.

“We are trying to give 
them a crash course at an 
accelerated pace of College 
Basketball 101,” Lavin said.

He called it hard to specu-
late how good this team will 
be at season’s end. Harrison 
said they have players who 
can win Big East Player of 
the Year, Defensive Player 
of the Year and Rookie of 
the Year. He knows they 
still have to earn it.

“Everyone is just wor-
ried about the fi rst game,” 
Harrison said. “Hopefully, 
we pull out a win and get it 
started from there.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. John’s’ defense of its 

Big East tournament title 
ended quickly in a 2-1 defeat 
by a high-powered George-
town team in men’s soc-
cer quarterfi nals Saturday 
afternoon in Washington, 
D.C.

“It’s certainly disap-
pointing,” St. John’s Coach 
Dave Masur said.

The No. 13/24 Red Storm 
trailed 1-0 at the half after 
No. 4/6 Georgetown’s Steve 
Neumann tucked a 25-yard 
free kick just under the 
crossbar in the 25th minute. 
St. John’s put forth a better 
effort after the break and 
appeared to fi nd its footing 
in the opening minutes. 
Top defender Tim Parker, 
a sophomore, converted a 
penalty kick on the 48th 
minute after a St. John’s 

player was taken down in 
the box. It was Parker’s fi rst 
goal of the season and sec-
ond of his career.

“We were able to get the 
game even, make the game 
0-0 and even caught a little 
momentum and had a cou-
ple chances off of it,” Masur 
said.

Getting the better of play 
wouldn’t turn into an ad-
vantage on the scoreboard 
for the Red Storm (10-4-4). 
Georgetown (16-2-1) took 
the lead for good in the 66th 
minute. St. John’s keeper 
Rafael Diaz saved the ini-
tial free kick, but the Hoyas 
Jimmy Nealis controlled 
the rebound in both and fed 
Brandon Allen for the win-
ning score.

“We knew it was going 
to take a lot of effort to keep 
them off the board,” Ma-
sur said. “I’m a little dis-

appointed that we gave set 
piece goals.”

St. John’s had one fi nal 
chance and one of its best 
of the game in the 89th min-
ute. Freshman Sean Sepe 
streaked into the box and 
had a shot save by Hoyas 
keeper Tomas Gomez. The 
Red Storm regained pos-
session, but could not get 
another shot off. The loss 
keeps St. John’s from earn-
ing a chance to play in the 
semifi nals close to home at 
Red Bulls Park in Harrison, 
N.J.

Masur and his team will 
look to regroup and await 
their fate in the NCAA 
tournament, which they 
expected to make. The se-
lection show is Nov. 12 at 
5:30 p.m. on ncaa.com. The 
coach believes his team 
needs to tighten things up 
on both sides of the ball 

St. John’s point guard D’Angelo Harrison will lead a tal-
ented, but inexperienced, St. John’s University team. 

Photo courtesy St. John’s Athletic Communications/Vincent Dusovic

Georgetown eliminates SJU 
from Big East tournament

With Lavin back, young talent surges to SJU
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Tears welled up in Aa-
liyah Lewis’ eyes and rolled 
down her cheeks before she 
could utter the words “St. 
John’s.”

It hit the Bishop Ford 
senior point guard that the 
decision to commit to play 
at the Big East school was 
more than just a sign of her 
moving on in basketball, 
but in life as well.

“It got really emotion-
al,” the normally collected 
and unflappable Lewis said. 
“I couldn’t believe I’m an-
nouncing my school right 
now. I just broke down.”

Her showing of emo-
tion — as she picked the 
Red Storm over Seton 
Hall and Virginia Tech at 
a press conference at the 
Park Slope school Friday 
— surprised Falcons Coach 
Mike Toro and her mother 
Sabrina Murray.

“It meant a lot to her,” 
Murray said. “She normal-
ly never shows any emo-
tions.”

The 5-foot-3 Lewis had 
wanted to announce her 

choice Nov. 5, her mother’s 
birthday, but following 
her visit to St. John’s last 
weekend, she couldn’t wait 
that long. She felt a loyalty 
to first-year head Coach 
Joe Tartamella. He had re-
cruited her since she was 
a freshman and he was an 
assistant. She felt she fit in 
well with the players and 
the squad’s up tempo style. 
St. John’s, which is com-
ing off its first ever trip to 
the Sweet 16, was her sec-
ond scholarship offer after 
Rutgers the summer before 
her sophomore season. The 
Red Storm also got a verbal 
commitment from wing 
Jade Walker of DePaul 
Catholic, Lewis’ Ring City 
travel squad teammate.

“I knew I wanted to 
go there,” said Lewis, who 
put on a St. John’s hoodie. 
“I couldn’t wait. I couldn’t 
hold it in.”

The Red Storm is get-
ting one of the city’s best 
players in Lewis, ranked 
in the top 100 in her class 
nationally. She is the sixth 
Division I girls’ basketball 
player from Ford in the last 

four years, but the program 
has reached new heights 
with her in the lineup.

Lewis helped lead the 
Falcons to an undefeated 
CHSAA JV city title as a 
freshman. Last season they 
reached their first Brook-
lyn/Queens title game. 
Lewis is a vocal leader on 
the court, a blur with the 
basketball in her hand an 
a streak outside shooter. No 
one is more determined to 
win.

“She wants to be the 
player,” Toro said. “She is 
not scared of pressure. She 
is willing to take the big 
shot. She is willing to carry 
a team.”

Unlike on the court, 
Lewis let her guard down 
for a rare moment as she 
paused to compose herself 
at the microphone. She re-
alized a new life and a new 
program is in her immedi-
ate future.

“It’s that I’m grown 
up,” Lewis said. “I’m about 
to go to the next level. I’m 
about to be on my own. No 
more calling my mom. I’m 
about to be a grown lady.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christian Jones, the last 
scholarship player added, 
will be one of the fi rst to see 
the court for St. John’s this 
season.

“That motivated me 
more, being the underdog 
nobody knew about,” Jones 
said.

Red Storm Coach Steve 
Lavin didn’t expect Jones 
to be ready to contrib-
ute this early, but he was 
in the Johnnies starting 
lineup Saturday night in 
their 73-55 exhibition win 
over Sonoma State. Lavin 
never doubted his potential, 
strength, speed and agility, 
but felt it would take him 
time to get accustomed to 
playing at the college level. 
So far that hasn’t been the 
case and Lavin raves about 
the 6-foot-7, 228-pound 
wing.

“He is really special,” 
the coach said. “He is like, 
‘Wow.’”

He has been impressed 
with his shooting range, 
court vision, effi ciency and 
the power he fi nished with 
around the rim. He’s in 

the mix to start and could 
see major minutes when 
Red Storm open the season 
Nov. 11 against Detroit at 
Carnesecca Arena. Jones 
had eight points and seven 
rebounds against Sonoma 
State.

“I did what ever Coach 
Lav told me to do and I guess 
I’m doing pretty good at it,” 
Jones said.

Lavin got a call about 
Jones during the summer. 
He checked out his YouTube 
highlights and felt he was 
too good to be true even be-
fore he sent assistant Coach 
Rico Hines to see him. 
Jones was a late bloomer at 
IMG Academy in Florida, 
the same prep school at-
tended by St. John’s guard 
Phil Greene and where for-
mer Johnnie Maurice Har-
kless trained. The Texas 
native added guard skills 
there and eventually passed 
up scholarship offers from 
Oklahoma State, Auburn, 
Marquette and Baylor to 
come to St. John’s because 
of the relationship he built 
with Lavin.

“His enthusiasm is so 
strong,” Jones said. “I got 

connected with him fast.”
What impressed Lavin 

the most was that Jones 
never asked about St. John’s’ 
roster. It was already fi lled 
with highly touted players 
like D’Angelo Harrison, Ja-
Karr Sampson and Chris 
Obekpa. He was more wor-
ried about the school itself 
and how it would fi t him.

“I was like, this kid’s 
pretty confi dent, like ‘I got 
this,’” Lavin said. “He was 
just this cool costumer.”

Jones has brought that 
same confi dence into the 
preseason and it has contin-
ued to catch the attention of 
the coaching staff. He can 
play anything from shoot-
ing guard to power forward 
and is not concerned where 
and how much. He said 
playing in practice against 
senior forward God’sgift 
Achiwua got him accus-
tomed to the physical play.

“I like it,” he said. “That 
gets me ready.”

His teammates feel he 
already is.

“Christian Jones is the 
sleeper,” Harrison said. “I 
want you to know that.”

Christian Jones impresses Lavin 
with basketball prowess, shooting

Bishop Ford talent Lewis 
pledges talent to St. John’s

Briana Brown and Keylan-
tra Langley.

“I think we have the 

deepest team than we’ve 
ever had,” Tartamela said. 
“We don’t have that drop 
off.”

He wants the same for 
the program as he looks to 
build off the success of re-
cent years. Plenty of return-

ing talent has St. John’s be-
lieving it can do just that.

“We are just going to 
try to get back to the tour-
nament and get another 
step further,” Smith said.

Continued from Page 45

Women
Queens College bolsters athletics staff for season

With the 2012-13 school 
year underway, Queens Col-
lege Athletics announced 
the addition of nine new 
staff members.

Michael Balestra was 
hired as director of athlet-
ics communication in Sep-
tember. He comes to Queens 
College after spending the 
past two years at his alma 
mater, Fordham Univer-
sity, where he was the as-
sistant director of athletic 
media relations.

Heather Barclay en-
ters her first season as an 
assistant women’s soccer 
coach. She will help head 
Coach Carl Christian in 
running games and prac-
tices and will contribute in 
scouting as well. Barclay 
was a standout high school 
soccer player at St. Joseph’s 
by the Sea in Staten Island 
and then played collegiately 

at La Salle University.
Denee Barracato is 

the newest member of the 
Queens College family and 
holds the title of associate 
athletic director for finance 
and administration. She 
comes to Flushing after re-
cently serving as director 
of marketing partnerships 
for Madison Square Gar-
den.

Mark Burik joined the 
volleyball coaching staff 
prior to the 2012 season. He 
is a former Division I play-
er at George Mason Univer-
sity, where he graduated 
with a degree in exercise 
science.

Wayne Martin took 
over as the head men’s ten-
nis coach in October. He 
was the former head coach 
at Long Island University 
from 1998-2005. Following 
that, he spent a year with 
the USTA while simultane-

ously serving as the Athlet-
ic Director at Raritan Val-
ley Community College.

Staci Passafiume, who 
joined the staff as an assis-
tant lacrosse coach, is no 
stranger to the East Coast 
Conference, as she was a 
standout lacrosse player at 
LIU Post from 2007-10 and 
was a member of the 2007 
team that won the national 
championship.

Tanni Scott joined the 
women’s basketball staff, 
following her graduation 
from Wright State Univer-
sity in 2011.

Carmen Smith is also 
a new addition to the wom-
en’s basketball staff, where 
she will serve as an assis-
tant coach.

Patrick Trainor took 
over as the head strength 
and conditioning coach in 
September. He will oversee 
varsity workout programs.
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 11/30/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2012 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

$15,9992010 CC SPORT: Stk# U9562. 
Auto, leather seats, power seats, windows, locks, 
alloy wheels, bluetooth, abs. $1,999 down.

$11,9992009 VW PASSAT KOMFORT: 
STK# U9561. Auto, leather seats, power seats, 
windows, locks, alloy wheels, abs.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$10,999
2009 VW JETTA: Stk# U9514L. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, bluetooth, ABS. $1,999 down.

*

2010 VW TIGUAN 4MOTION: 
STK# U93911T. Auto, AWD, abs, bluetooth, 
power windows, locks am/fm cd. $1,999 down. $17,999*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
BAYSIDEVW.COM
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Bud’s Ale House, a 
new restaurant chain that 
recently opened in Astoria 
and Fresh Meadows, may 
have taken some of its in-
spiration from Hooters. 
After all, its owner, Buddy 
DeMarco, also owns sever-
al of the evocatively themed 
franchise locations in Long 
Island.

But a Hooters in dis-
guise it is not.

“What we took from 
Hooters was the opening 
concept,” DeMarco said, 
alluding to the American 
Grill-fare menu and a daz-
zling array of flat screen 
TVs — mostly showing 
sports — donning the walls. 
“And what we left at Hoot-
ers was the idea of a Hoot-
ers girl.”

DeMarco said as a 
Hooters owner, he found no 
one really understood the 
brand.

“Most people think it’s 
something different, they 
don’t think it’s a restau-

rant,” he said.
So with Bud’s Ale 

House, he wanted to focus 
on making it first and fore-
most a stellar place to eat.

“We want Bud’s to be 
about the food,” he said. 
“We’re a great restaurant 
to watch sports, but we 

don’t want to be known as 
a sports bar. We want to be 
known for our food.”

DeMarco recently 
opened Bud’s Ale House in 
Astoria, at 34-02 Steinway 
St., and also converted the 
Hooters in Fresh Meadows, 
at 61-09 190th St., which 

opened as a Bud’s last 
week.

The menu options are 
standard bar fare: burgers, 
hot dogs, quesadillas — but 
the dishes are more upscale 
than they might seem at 
first glance.

The hot dogs are made 

with franks from Karl Eh-
mer, the beloved local Ger-
man butcher shop, and beef 
is delivered and ground 
fresh for hamburgers daily. 
Steamer pots full of seafood 
are also served, and Bud’s 
is equipped with 80 beer 
taps and also offers wine 
and variously flavored 
margaritas.

Angela DeLeonardis, 
general manager of Bud’s, 
said the staff had a specific 
idea of the food they want-
ed to offer and spent a long 
time searching out vendors 
fitting that vision. It took 
the staff months to find a 
vendor offering the right 
split-top buns for the hot 
dogs, she said.

In addition, DeMarco 
worked hard to find a spot 
for the Astoria location 
with a basement that would 
allow him to keep the kegs 
closer to the tap, which al-
lows for a shorter run of the 
line between them, an inno-
vation that creates a better 
pour.

“The shorter the 

run, the better the beer,” 
DeMarco said, saying it 
produces less foam and a 
cleaner pour.

But despite the em-
phasis on food and drink, 
the influence sports has on 
Bud’s Ale House is undeni-
able.

Bud’s has 57 high-defi-
nition televisions and shows 
every NFL game. DeMarco 
said televisions have small 
helmets denoting the teams 
playing attached to them so 
servers know where to seat 
people.

The attention to sports 
seems to be working. De-
Leonardis said the New 
York Giants were playing 
the Sunday after the Asto-
ria location opened, so “We 
were packed beyond what 
we thought we would be.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz byåå at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

FUND-RAISERS

Bartenders work the lunch shift at Bud’s Ale House, which recently opened in Astoria. 
Photo by Karen Frantz

Consumer Affairs Seminar 
— Understand NYC law and 
your responsibilities to your 
customers. What business 
need to know this holiday 
season. Join Fred Riley from 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs as he discusses: 
Licensing requirements, 
Business regulations, Paying 
Fines and Handling Violations, 
Handling Consumer Complains. 
Program supported by offi ce 
of council member Julissa 
Ferreras District 21.
When: Nov. 8, 5 pm
Where: Langston Hughes 
Public Library, 100-01 Northern 
Blvd., Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: queenslibrary.org

Luncheon and Trade Show — 
The Long Island City Partnership 
will host 130 exhibitors. David 
Barger will speak.
When: Nov. 14, 9 am
Where: Terrace on the Park, 
52-11 111th St., Corona
Contact: (718) 592-5000
Website: terraceonthepark.com

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens chapter 
of the national organization that 
empowers and supports women 
in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston

Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com
Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —   BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 

further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through 
word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 

president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 
Union Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and 
Long Island Networking 
Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps 
form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer 
with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of 
every month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen 
Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 

Flea Market — With Polish 
bake sale.
When: Nov. 18, 9 am
Where: St. Josaphat’s 
Roman Catholic Church, 
34-32 210th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-1663

Ex-Hooters owner opens Astoria sports bar
Bud’s Ale House contains 80 beer taps and serves burgers, hot dogs with meat from local vendors

Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald 
House of Long Island, 267-07 
76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net
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on the Independent line in 
the general election.

Long lines at polling 
sites were common all over 
the borough.

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
said Rockaway residents 
waited in long lines to vote 
in tents, although home-
owners who lost everything 
in the storm had other 
things on their minds.

“You would expect 
that people are upset and 
angry, but that is absolute-
ly not the case,” Goldfeder 
said. “What I experienced 
are people sharing stories. 
There is really a somber 
tone, but I think people 
are excited to do their civic 
duty.”

In Flushing, Marina 
Xydous waited for an hour 
and a half at PS 214, at 31-15 
140th St. in Flushing. Not 
expecting such a backlog, 
she had to leave to pick up 
her son Christopher from 
school and told the poll co-
ordinator that she would be 
back. When she returned, 
she was told to stand at the 
end of the line and wait all 
over again.

“I was told that I could 
get back in line,” said a fu-
rious Xydous, holding the 
hand of her 5-year-old. “I’m 
a single mother.”

When asked who he 
voted for at around 2 p.m., 
Peter Gelosa, of Flushing, 
said, “Nobody. We’re not 
waiting on line.”

The economy was 
the top priority for some 
Queens voters.

Rich Rinaldi said he 
voted for Republican presi-

dential candidate Mitt 
Romney and Halloran be-
cause he wanted someone 
to fix the country’s eco-
nomic woes.

“To me it’s like a regu-
lar corporate job,” he said. 
“If in four years you didn’t 
fix things, it’s time for 
someone else.”

Kenneth Freeman and 
his wife Marilyn voted for 
President Barack Obama 
and Meng, citing social is-
sues and the future of Medi-
care as the main impetus 
behind their Democratic 
loyalty.

“Overall, we voted for 
[Meng] to keep the amount 
of people in the House who 
could possibly support the 
president in the future,” 
Freeman said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 

Newspapers, said he expe-
rienced a bit of confusion 
voting in Hollis.

“I got to our school 
and saw all these cars and I 
thought, oh gosh, there are 
a million people voting,” he 
said. “Then I got in the car 
and realized it was the gas 
line.”

Neither Obama’s nor 
Romney’s campaigns spent 
much time or capital in 
southeast Queens this elec-
tion season.

Raphael Kippings, 27, 
said he had not gotten any 
robo-calls or knocks on the 
door — just a few pieces of 

campaign literature in his 
spam box.

“From Obama, a few. 
From Romney, not that 
many,” he said.

Nigel Loncke, a vol-
unteer with Obama’s cam-
paign from Far Rockaway, 
said little of the president’s 
2012 campaign focused 
on swaying voters in New 
York, instead opting to 
channel southeast Queens’ 
enthusiasm into reach-
ing out to voters in swing 
states.

Loncke said support-
ers Tuesday would con-
tinue to call residents and 
encourage them to get out 
the vote.

“That’s basically what 
it is. Throughout the day 
it will be changing from 

Pennsylvania to Ohio,” he 
said.

Even though U.S. Rep. 

Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
was facing a challenge for 
his seat, the congressman 

spent much of his time in 
the past few months stump-
ing for Obama in states like 
Florida and Ohio.  He was 
overwhelmingly re-elected.

In Cambria Heights, 
Norma Penn, a volunteer 
for a candidate in the local 
Assembly race, sat across 
the street from PS 147 en-
couraging passers-by to 
vote. She said she did not 
believe there were many 
Romney supporters in the 
neighborhood.

“There might have 
been a few who slipped 
through, but this is Cam-
bria Heights,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Voters stand in a line that stretches around the block outside PS 147 in Cambria Heights. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued from Page 4

SE Queens

City Comptroller John 
Liu, who was formerly a 
Flushing councilman, has 
exercised considerable 
influence in the neighbor-
hood after he became the 
first Asian American to 
attain citywide office. He 
is well-known in the Chi-
nese community, where his 
opinion has considerable 
sway. Two of Flushing’s 
district leaders, who are 
elected and responsible for 
choosing who runs on the 
Queen Democratic Party 
ticket, work for Liu.

Meng’s rise to the na-
tional stage could eclipse 
that power, according to 
Queens political insid-
ers who did not want to be 
named.

Halloran’s loss hardly 
puts him out of politics. He 
is expected to run for re-
election to his City Coun-
cil seat next year and was 
collecting contributions 
for that runup until he an-
nounced his congressional 
aspirations in late March.

The Republican was 
severely outmatched finan-
cially.

The latest filings 
with the Federal Election 
Commission were only as 
current as Oct. 17, which 
means any last-minute 
fund-raising and spending 
was not included. But by 
that time Meng had already 
spent about $1.3 million on 
the election after raising 
$1.6 million. Halloran, on 
the other hand, spent about 

$90,000 after raising about 
$116,000, meaning his war 
chest was about one-tenth 
the size of the Democrat’s.

The campaign between 
Meng and Halloran often 
drifted into back-and-forth 
finger pointing. 

Halloran referred to 
Meng as a “Chinese na-
tional” when interviewed 
for an Israeli newspapers, 
but later said that he was 
misquoted.

Meng did not file her 
personal financial disclo-
sure forms for four months 
after they were due, only 
turning them in once it was 
pointed out by the Halloran 
camp.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

match before Concannon 
stepped up to the plate. 
Concannon referred to the 
the 38-year legislator often 
in his campaign.

Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), who has 
been in office since 1999, 
won another two years and 
ended up trouncing Repub-
lican lawyer J.D. Kim by 
74 percent according to NY 

1, even though her house 
and some perceived Demo-
cratic strongholds had been 
drawn out of the district. 
Stavisky’s campaign fo-
cused on education and im-
migrant opportunity, while 
Kim’s campaign centered 
on less regulation for small 
businesses and improving 
the economy.

Stavisky had defeated 
Oakland Gardens lawyer 
John Messer in a bitter pri-
mary race this September.

Peralta and Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-St. Albans) 

did not face opponents in 
their re-election bids this 
year. City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-
ton), who won the primary 
election against incumbent 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-
Jamaica) in September, did 
not face an opponent in the 
general election and will 
join the Senate at the begin-
ning of next year.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 5

Meng wins
Continued from Page 4

Election

Continued from Page 5

Senate

in 2009 and a city council-
man in 2002. He said when 
the state was facing a $17 
billion deficit in 2009, he 
still managed to protect es-
sential services while mak-

ing $6 billion in spending 
cuts.

Meanwhile, Ulrich 
insisted that Addabbo’s 
economic record was not 
strong enough, often charg-
ing the senator voted to 
raise taxes 124 times in 
2009, and it was time for a 
change. He portrayed him-
self as an independent lead-

er in the City Council and 
pledged to buck his party 
on issues such as raising 
the minimum wage.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 5

Addabbo

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1690_9.75x11_Page1_2/09Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

www.queenslibrary.org

FREE
Borrow books, DVDs, videos, CDs, and more.
Attend events & classes. Get Internet access.

Queens Library Cards are

Sign up  
for your 

FREE  
Library Card  

in person  
or online.

www.queenslibrary.orgwww.queenslibrary.orgwww.queenslibrary.org

To renew materials and review account by touch tone phone........1-718-990-8508
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD)..............................1-718-990-0809
To renew materials and review account by touch tone phone........1-718-990-8508
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD)..............................1-718-990-0809

Borrow up to 
 50 items free

Renew online @
www.queenslibrary.org 

or by phone @ 1-718-990-8508
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integrity of our system.”
But even with Cuomo’s 

executive order, not every-
one was happy with the 
way Election Day turned 
out. Some elected officials 
and community groups 
lashed out at the city Board 
of Elections for its handling 
of voters displaced by Hur-
ricane Sandy.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), who 
ran against state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) for the 15th Senate 
District, said the BOE wait-
ed too long to inform resi-
dents about new or changed 
polling sites because of the 
storm. 

“I think the board has 
once again proven that it 
is not fit to conduct these 
elections and we definitely 
have to come up with a 
better way,” said Ulrich 
in Rockaway Tuesday. “In 
some cases, people had to 
walk 30 or 40 blocks to their 
newest poll sites, some 
people weren’t informed of 
their sites and some didn’t 
find out until 6 p.m. last 
night [Monday].”

A staff member with 
Addabbo said the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority was only supplying 
shuttle buses for voters in 
the Rockaways, but the sen-
ator’s staff had recruited 
Francisco Funeral Home 
in Ozone Park, as well as 
neighbors, to run private 
cars between polling sites 
in Howard Beach.

According to the staff 
member, the effort was 
nonpartisan and people 
running cars were not in-
terested in who the people 
were voting for.

The flooding and mas-
sive power outages sparked 
by Sandy caused many poll-
ing sites to move and, in 
some cases, combine with 
other polling sites. One site, 
at PS 232, at 153-23 83rd St. 
in Howard Beach, had to 
take in voters who normal-
ly cast their ballots at PS 
146, at 98-01 159th Ave., and 
PS 207, at 159-88th St., also 
in Howard Beach, which 
sustained damage in the 
storm.  

According to an elec-
tion coordinator at the 
site, there was some voter 
confusion when they first 
walked in, but it was orga-

nized enough so that every 
ballot was cast.

“Some of these peo-
ple lost everything,” said 
Grace D’Agostino, an elec-
tion coordinator, who add-
ed that she did not see any 
BOE shuttle buses ferrying 
voters in. “Can you believe 
they’re out here voting?”

The election coordina-
tor added that turnout for 
voters who would normally 
only vote at PS 232 was high-
er than in 2008, but turnout 
for voters who under regu-
lar circumstances would 
vote at PS 146 and 207, from 
Howard Beach, was much 
lower than in 2008.  

A coordinated election 
effort was reported from 
PS 84 in Long Island City, 
where about 40 people were 
lined up just before noon. 
The school was closed to 

students because of flood-
ing, but opened to voters at 
6 a.m.

“I think the setup in-
side is a little congested, 
but everything ran smooth-
ly,” said 35-year-old Asto-
ria resident Damaris Diaz, 
who has voted at PS 84 ev-
ery year.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said voting was strong 
at all the sites he visited, but 
he, too, was unhappy with 
the BOE’s performance, as 
he said too many machines 
were down and that he ob-
served a lot of confusion 
about where people should 
be voting.

“Those are frustrat-
ing signs that we need the 
Board of Elections to cor-
rect,” he said.

Lee Fernandez, a poll 

coordinator at the Queens 
Library’s Jamaica Branch, 
said turnout appeared to be 
much greater than in the 
2008 presidential election 
and the staff had collected 
hundreds of affidavit votes. 
She said she believed most 
came from displaced voters 
staying at the evacuation 
shelter at nearby York Col-
lege.

Tony White, 26, said 
he found a new apartment 
after he was forced out of 
his Ozone Park home by 
flooding. He said he never 
thought being displaced 
would disrupt casting his 
vote.

“No, voting is voting,” 
he said. “It doesn’t take 
much to vote.”

Little Neckers trapped by downed trees, lines
BY PHIL CORSO

Nearly one week after 
Hurricane Sandy swept 
through Little Neck down-
ing trees and power lines, 
Richard Kops and his wife 
Marcia killed time outside 
their darkened home off 
57th Avenue. The only scen-
ery in front of them includ-
ed unattended trees and 
power lines that had fallen 
days earlier.

And although the Kops 
family said they understood 
it may take time for Consol-
idated Edison crews to re-
store power to their home, 
located in a cul-de-sac split 
in two by fallen trees and 
electricity poles, 
safety was still 
a primary con-
cern.

“People are trapped 
in here behind a dead-end 
street and we don’t even 
know if it is safe or not,” 
Richard Kops said. “At this 
point, the problem is com-
munication.”

Inside their driveway 

sat Marcia Kops’ car with a 
full tank of gas in the mid-
dle of a severe gas short-
age in the Northeast after 
Hurricane Sandy battered 
the region. But because of 
the downed lines, uplifted 
sidewalks and police tape 
scattered down the street, 
the Kops said they were too 
afraid to try driving over 
power lines that Con Ed 
crews told neighbors may 
still be live.

“What is electrified 
here? We don’t know,” Mar-
cia Kops said.

To make matters 
worse, Kops said many of 
the homeowners along the 
cul-de-sac moved their cars 

to the dead-end 
uphill to avoid 
f l o o d w a t e r s . 
They have since 

been trapped in by fallen 
storm debris.

While neither the 
city nor Con Ed has acted 
to remove the fallen trees 
and power lines on 260th 
Street, two Con Ed work-
ers have been guarding the 

downed lines, identifying 
themselves as guards for 
the surrounding homes. 
Larry Wisotsky, who lives 
behind the fallen lines 
and is unable to leave the 
cul-de-sac without passing 
the potentially dangerous 
wires, said there has been 
little done to make the situ-
ation any better.

“Con Ed has no clue,” 

Wisotsky said. “They have 
no timetable. They are just 
guarding the wires to make 
sure nobody goes near 
them.”

According to Con Ed, 
homes in that area of Little 
Neck should have their elec-
tricity restored by Friday.

In a plea for help, 
Marcia Kops said she tried 
calling their elected offi-

cials, but to no avail. Even 
though the Kops family has 
received little in terms of 
communication about their 
lives returning to normal, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has remained out-
spoken against the city’s 
response to Superstorm 
Sandy.

Over the weekend, 
Avella criticized the city 

Parks Department for not 
acting quickly enough in 
removing fallen trees in 
northeast Queens, leaving 
trapped residents waiting.

“Residents have suf-
fered enough damage and 
now they are being told 
that they have to wait be-
tween 30 and 50 days to get 
the tree that fell on top of 
their home removed,” Avel-
la said. “This is simply in-
tolerable when any sudden 
shift can further damage a 
resident’s home.”

So until the city or 
Con Ed takes action on the 
fallen trees and electricity 
poles on 260th Street, the 
Kops family will have no 
choice but to wait like so 
many others in northeast 
Queens still without power 
one week after the storm.

“Forget about the cars 
getting through. What 
about emergency respond-
ers?” Marcia Kops said. 
“It’s not just us either. This 
is happening to everyone. 
Everyone’s frustrated.”

Homes off 57th Avenue in Little Neck are taped off with police lines as Consolidated Edison has yet to 
attend to potentially live power lines in the street. Photo by Phil Corso

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Continued from Page 4

Storm vote

restrictions.
After a building was 

deemed safe, the owner 
would have to have a li-
censed electrician come in 
and certify it would be safe 
to hook power up.

The lengthy response 
had drawn heated criti-

cism from Queens elected 
officials as well as Gov. An-
drew Cuomo.

“You walk around 
Manhattan and it seems 
like the storm has passed 
and everything is just 

about fine,” he said. “But 
this is the exception, this is 
not the rule .... You go to the 
Rockaways where I was last 
night, it’s terrible.”

Cuomo said he would 
consider revoking the utili-

ties’ franchises if they were 
found to have not adequate-
ly handled the recovery.

“The utilities ... were 
not created in the Bible. 
They’re not in the Old Tes-
tament. They’re not in the 

New Testament,” he said. 
“God never said New York 
shall have these utilities 
forever and Con Ed is the 
utility and there’s nothing 
you can do about it.”

Continued from Page 7

Power
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of Android™ smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of U.S. national carriers. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited Time Offer. Up to $100 offer: Samsung Galaxy S III requires a new
2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). or Mobile Share plan. Discount is off of lower priced device and will not exceed retail price of device. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you
will be charged the difference between the discounted price and non-discounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage and other terms, conditions and restrictions
apply, and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided.
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee is up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal
svc charges, fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are
the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and
data plans required.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and data plans required.
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