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Assemblywoman Grace Meng (c.) is joined by her husband Wayne Kye and sons Brandon (l.) and Tyler in casting their bal-
lots in Flushing. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Queens residents drawn out 

by the presidential race packed 
the polls in many parts of the bor-
ough, putting an additional strain 
on the city Board of Elections al-
ready burdened by the task of col-
lecting ballots in neighborhoods 
destroyed by Hurricane Sandy.

Many areas hardest hit by 
the hurricane, like Breezy Point 
and Broad Channel, were conser-
vative enclaves deemed crucial 
in the borough’s most hotly con-

tested race 
for the state 
Senate. City 
Councilman 

Eric Ulrich (D-Ozone Park) chal-
lenged state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) for his seat, 
which covers Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park, Glendale, Middle Vil-
lage, Woodhaven, Maspeth and 
parts of South Ozone Park, Rego 
Park, Ridgewood and Sunnyside.

Addabbo pulled out a victory 
and held onto his seat, accord-
ing to poll numbers late Tuesday 
night.

The race was one of several 
Continued on Page 16

BY KAREN FRANTZ AND CHRISTINA 
SANTUCCI

More than a week after Hur-
ricane Sandy wreaked havoc in 
the Rockaways, many areas of the 
peninsula were still reeling from 
the storm.

While most of the Rockaways 
were still without power Tuesday, 
the Long Island Power Authority 
provided 10 emergency genera-
tors to bring electricity back to 
some of the Hammel Houses proj-
ect, according to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, and the NYPD set 
up 174 light towers citywide Sun-
day, including some in the Rock-
aways.

Police said Sandy’s death toll 
citywide was 40 as of Tuesday, 
with nine people having lost their 
lives in the Rockaways. Most re-
cently, George Stathis, 90, was 
found dead between a couch and a 
wall on Beach 121st Street.

Bloomberg ordered the 
evacuation of more than 600 nurs-
ing home patients Tuesday in 
anticipation of the approaching 
nor’easter.

Continued on Page 16

A sign pleading for help is posted in the 
center median along Cross Bay Boulevard 
in Broad Channel. Photo by Karen Frantz

BY KAREN FRANTZ

In Broad Channel, the 
American Legion has be-
come the de facto center of 
the storm-ravaged island, 
with volunteers serving 
warm food to residents, 
handing out batteries 
and blankets and sorting 

through bundles of do-
nated supplies, including 
stacks of clothes that lit-
erally reached the ceiling 
Monday evening.

“It’s been really peace-
ful,” said volunteer John 
Lehman, who lives in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

He said the grassroots 

effort has been democratic 
and has seen drawn some 
large-scale help from some 
corporate entities like 
Lowes, which spontane-
ously donated supplies to 
the impromptu aid site.

A Red Cross truck 
sat outside the American 

Continued on Page 16

BY KAREN FRANTZ

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) beat back a strong Republican challenge 
and held onto his seat with a decisive victory to 
win a second term, according to unofficial re-
sults from NY 1.

Continued on Page 16

Addabbo secures seat 
over Ulrich challenge

Broad Channel still hurting

Recovery slow
to take hold

in Rockaways

Queens sends Meng to Congress
Voters face long lines at polls as storm victims cast ballots at other sites

Related story
PAGE 10
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

888-543-2994
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

  ecnarusni tsom yb derevoC 
companies including Medicare

 dna ysaE ,efaS si tnemtaerT 
requires NO surgery

 yna ecneirepxe uoy fi yadot llaC 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY JOE ANUTA

Residents in Flushing, 
Whitestone and College 
Point were eager to help 
their neighbors to the south 
whose homes were wiped 
out by Superstorm Sandy, 
but gas shortages and the 
logistics of transporting a 
large amount of goods made 
the prospect farfetched un-
til several groups stepped 
forward with big plans — 
and big trailers to match.

Stephen Wilson spent 
part of the week driv-
ing clothing collected by 
his son’s Boy Scout troop 
down to the storm-ravaged 
neighborhoods of Queens, 
like Breezy Point, much of 
the Rockaways and Broad 
Channel.

The College Point resi-
dent has a large 12-by-6-foot 
enclosed trailer that proved 
handy, but after arriving 
with the goods, he realized 

people needed more than 
warm clothing.

“It was devastation 
everywhere. It was people 
wandering around wonder-
ing what to do,” he said. 
“They were looking for 
cleaning products, shovels, 
dry food, paper towels and 
blankets.”

Wilson knew that oth-
ers in the northeast Queens 
area wanted to help but did 
not really know how, so 
he contacted the head of 
the Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League, a sports organi-
zation for Queens young-
sters in which Wilson is 
involved, and used its mas-
sive network of families to 
get out the word that the 
league would be having a 
drive Sunday.

“It started out slow 
Sunday morning, and after 
I believe church was done, 
people just started pour-
ing in,” Wilson said. “The 

amount of items donated 
was unbelievable.”

It soon became clear 
that even Wilson’s trailer 
would be woefully inad-
equate.

On a whim, he called 
his stepfather, an NYPD 
mechanic, and asked if the 
shop had any extra vehicles 
to help.

Soon, a 20-foot box 
truck arrived at the Dwarf 
Giraffe gym, at 149-50 15th 
Road.

It was filled as well.
Wilson and others 

drove the items down to the 
Aqueduct Racino, where 
the Red Cross was sorting 
and staging items for deliv-
ery, and also to the Breezy 

Point Volunteer Fire De-
partment, which was grate-
ful for the items, which 
included $1,000 worth of 
medical supplies donated 
by an area Wallgreens.

The Welcome to Whit-
estone Commercial and 
Residential Civic Associa-
tion also sprang into action, 
collecting items from the 
neighborhood and packing 
them into a large box truck 
that was driven down to the 
Rockaways Monday.

“This is truly a great 
example of neighbors help-
ing neighbors,” said Devon 
O’Connor, president of the 
civic.

Down in Flushing, the 
Buddhist Tzu Chi Founda-
tion, an international out-
fit originally from Taiwan, 
was cooking up a storm and 
delivering the results to 
residents in Broad Channel 
and Breezy Point, according 
to George Chang, executive 

director of the foundation’s 
Northeast region center on 
Northern Boulevard.

“We try to spread what 
we call the seed of love,” 
said Chang.

The organization has 
provided more than 3,000 
meals to New Yorkers af-
fected by the storm, with 
members of the organiza-
tion, recognizable by their 
white pants and blue jack-
ets, popping up in battered 
locations from Staten Is-
land to the Rockaways.

Tzu Chi has also been 
dishing out huge blocks 
of instant rice that can be 
cooked by simply combin-
ing it with boiled water, 
instead of cooking it over a 
stove.

Over the weekend, 
Chang expected more than 
3,000 pounds of instant rice 
to be delivered from Tai-
wan.

Con Edison and LIPA take heat for slow responses
BY RICH BOCKMANN

A week after Super-
storm Sandy plunged much 
of Queens into darkness, 
Con Edison and the Long 
Island Power Authority 
were estimating it could 
take another week to re-
turn power to thousands of 
customers in the borough, 
drawing scorn from places 
both high and low.

As of Monday, Con Ed 
had projected it would re-
store electricity to nearly 
33,000 Queens customers 
still in the dark by Nov 11. 
By Tuesday, the figure was 
around 26,000.

The outages on main-
land Queens were mostly 
due to falling trees and 
downed power lines, and 
Con Ed said recovery would 
hinge mostly on how quick-
ly the city Parks Depart-
ment could clear downed 
trees.

On the Rockaway Pen-
insula, where many build-
ings in low-lying areas 
were damaged by flooding, 
it was a bit of a different 
story.

A spokesman for LIPA, 
which serves the entire pen-
insula, said the power util-
ity’s four substations were 
damaged by floodwaters, 
as was the infrastructure 
that fed power from those 
stations to nearly 40,000 
customers in Rockaway 
neighborhoods.

The first step to restor-
ing power was rehabilitat-

ing the substations and the 
infrastructure.

“What we’re saying is 
as a rough timetable in the 
next few days those substa-
tions will be ready,” said 
spokesman Bob Kascak. 
“By the end of the week the 
infrastructure should be in 
pretty good shape to start 
energizing customers.”

Kascak said LIPA 

would begin restoring 
power along Beach Chan-
nel Drive, and from there 
branch off to feed electric-
ity to each customer one 
at a time, though before 
power could be fed to those 
customers each building 
would have to be inspected 
to ensure it was safe to do 
so.

Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg said the city 
would have to go door-to-
door at damaged buildings 
to make sure turning on 
the power would not create 
any further problems.

“One of the great fears 
we have is if Con Ed turns 
on the power or LIPA turns 
on the power on your block, 
if there has been damage to 
some of the electrical cir-
cuits in some of the houses, 
you can have a real fire 
very quickly,” he 
said. “So until 
we go into every 
house and check 
they can’t turn on the pow-
er on the street.”

The city Department 
of Buildings was also go-
ing door-to-door and mark-
ing homes with either a 
red placard, indicating it 
was unsafe to enter, a yel-
low placard meaning there 
were entry limitations, or 
a green one indicating no 
restrictions.

After a building was 
deemed safe, the owner 
would have to have a li-
censed electrician come in 
and certify it would be safe 
to hook power up.

The lengthy response 
had drawn heated criti-
cism from Queens elected 
officials as well as Gov. An-
drew Cuomo.

“You walk around 
Manhattan and it seems 
like the storm has passed 
and everything is just 
about fine,” he said. “But 
this is the exception, this is 
not the rule .... You go to the 
Rockaways where I was last 
night, it’s terrible.”

Cuomo said 
he would consid-
er revoking the 
utilities’ fran-

chises if they were found 
to have not adequately han-
dled the recovery.

“The utilities ... were 
not created in the Bible. 
They’re not in the Old Tes-
tament. They’re not in the 
New Testament,” he said. 
“God never said New York 
shall have these utilities 
forever and Con Ed is the 
utility and there’s nothing 
you can do about it.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A pedestrian walks along a darkened Rockaway Beach Boulevard as the peninsula remained without 
power. Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Will Burmester hauls in donations to the Dwarf Giraffe building in 
Whitestone.  Photo by Christina Santucci

NE Queens commandeers trailers for Sandy supplies
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite a contentious 
redistricting that Queens’ 
Democratic legislators 
found to be a transparent 
power grab by Republicans 
to control the state Senate, 
Queens Democratic sena-
tors ended up holding onto 
their districts by large mar-
gins in the 2012 elections.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), whose district 
was originally redrawn to 
put his house in Sen. Jose 
Peralta’s (D-East Elmhurst) 
territory, ended up 
defeating Republi-
can challenger Au-
relio Arcabascio 
with 86 percent of 
the vote, according to unof-
ficial results from NY 1.

Both Gianaris, who 
was elected in 2010 after 
serving in the state As-
sembly for 10 years, and 
Arcabascio, who works at 
North Shore-LIJ, made job 
creation and better health 

care for the district crucial 
components of their cam-
paigns. The senator also 
focused on gun control and 
environmental protection 
while Arcabascio touted 
creating an urban enter-
prise zone in Maspeth.

Gianaris had criticized 
the new lines as gerryman-
dering that divided neigh-
borhoods and an attempt to 
hold onto power by forcing 
Democrats to run against 
each other. He did not face 
a primary race.

In northeast Queens, 
Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), hand-
ily defeated Re-
publican Joseph 
Concannon, a re-

tired NYPD officer, with a 
73 percent lead, according 
to NY 1. Avella ran against 
hydrofracking and political 
corruption, but Concannon, 
whose campaign promises 
included a smaller govern-
ment and a crackdown on 
crime, accused Avella of 

not doing enough.
Former Republican 

Sen. Frank Padavan, who 
Avella unseated in 2010, 
thought of running a re-

match before Concannon 
stepped up to the plate. 
Concannon referred to the 
the 38-year legislator often 
in his campaign.

Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), who has 
been in office since 1999, 
won another two years and 
ended up trouncing Repub-

lican lawyer J.D. Kim by 
74 percent according to NY 
1, even though her house 
and some perceived Demo-
cratic strongholds had been 
drawn out of the district. 
Stavisky’s campaign fo-
cused on education and im-
migrant opportunity, while 
Kim’s campaign centered 
on less regulation for small 
businesses and improving 
the economy.

Stavisky had defeated 
Oakland Gardens lawyer 
John Messer in a bitter pri-
mary race this September.

Peralta and Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-St. Albans) 
did not face opponents in 
their re-election bids this 
year. City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-
ton), who won the primary 
election against incumbent 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-
Jamaica) in September, did 
not face an opponent in the 
general election and will 
join the Senate at the begin-
ning of next year.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris defeated his Republican challenger.

Queens legislators keep seats in Albany Senate
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Ways To Repair Your 
Relationships After Addiction

You are cordially invited to attend a FREE 

workshop, “Learn ways to repair Relationships”

Date: Wednesday, November 14th

Time: 7 pm

Speaker: Sherry Amatentein, 

          
          

Author & TV Commentator

LONG ISLAND CONSULTATION CENTER
97-29 64TH Road Rego Park, NY 11374

(near R, M trains to 63rd Drive)

Contact the receptionist at LICC to reserve your space.

Learn more at LICCNY.com  718-896-3400

Addiction can affect your physical and mental 
health and hurt your friends and family.

BY PHIL CORSO

It was a successful 
Election Day for Queens 
incumbents running for re-
election in the state Assem-
bly Tuesday, with results 
showing no upsets in the 
borough and two new faces 
earning a trip to Albany.

Four of the six As-
sembly races in Queens 
included incumbents look-
ing to maintain their seats. 
All four were successful, 
including Assemblywomen 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth), Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village), Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood).

In the remaining two 
races, the Assembly will 
welcome two new faces 
from Queens: Nily Rozic, 
of Fresh Meadows, and Ron 
Kim, of Flushing.

Rozic received more 
than 67 percent of the vote 
to beat out opponents Abe 
Fuchs, a Republican who 
received 25 percent, Inde-
pendent Jerry Iannece, who 
received nearly 5 percent, 
and Conservative William 
Garifal Jr., who received 
nearly 3 percent, according 
to unofficial NY 1 results. 
She will replace Assembly-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows), who opted 
not to seek re-election after 
a failed run for Congress 
in June’s Democratic pri-
mary.

In Flushing’s newly 
drawn 40th District, Demo-
cratic, Working Families 
and Independence candi-
date Ron Kim beat Repub-
lican Philip Gim with 66 
percent of the votes against 
his opponent’s 34 percent, 
according to unofficial NY 
1 results. Kim campaigned 
largely on promoting small 
business growth and educa-
tion in the district.

Markey, who bested Re-
publican and Conservative 
candidate Anthony Nunzi-
ato in central Queens’ 30th 
District rematch 
by a margin of 
nearly 64 percent 
to about 36 per-
cent, has signed 
onto several bills 
throughout her more than 
10 years in Albany, includ-
ing one that sought to ad-
dress sexual abuse in pri-
vate schools.

In 2010, Markey also 
beat Nunziato in the same 
race, with 9,745 Demo-
cratic votes against her 
opponent’s 5,029 on the Re-
publican line, 439 on the 
Independence line and 768 
on the Conservative line, 
according to the city Board 
of Elections.

In the 33rd Assembly 
District, which includes 
parts of southern Queens 
near Cambria Heights, 
Clark held onto her seat in 
the against More Jobs Par-
ty candidate Clyde Vanel. 
According to unofficial re-

sults, Clark received more 
than 95 percent of the vote.

Clark was first elected 
to the Assembly in 1986 and 
had already beaten Vanel 
in the Sept. 13 Democratic 
primary, campaigning on 
her experience against his 
pro-business platform.

As for northwest 
Queens, including most of 
Astoria, Simotas kept her 
seat as Assemblywoman 
for the 36th District against 
Republican challenger Ju-
lia Haich, of Astoria, with 
more than 82 percent of the 

vote, according to 
unofficial NY 1 re-
sults.

The Greek-
American Simo-
tas said she has fo-

cused her efforts in Albany 
on revitalizing the state’s 
economy and strengthen-
ing the criminal justice 
system.

As for the 37th District, 
which includes Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Astoria, Mas-
peth, Queensbridge, Long 
Island City and Ridgewood, 
Nolan defended her seat 
against Republican chal-
lenger John Kevin Wilson 
with more than 85 percent 
of the vote.

Nolan was first elected 
to Albany in 1984 and has 
served as chairwoman of 
the Assembly Standing 
Committee on Education 
since 2006.

State Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan (c.) buys food from Geraldine Warren (r.) outside a polling site at 
Queensbridge Houses. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer joins them. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Two new faces elected
to boro Assembly seats
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Ever since Hurricane 
Sandy flooded Hamilton 
Beach, 34-year-old Paul 
Fruehwirth has been home-
less.

So when the coordina-
tor at PS 63 in Ozone Park 
called to see if he would 
be able to serve as a poll 
worker on Election Day, 
he wasn’t sure he could at 
first.

“I’m living in a shelter. 
My house got destroyed,” 
he said, while waiting to as-
sist voters in casting their 
ballots. “Then she said she 
would pay for the cab if I got 
down here. She needed the 
help.”

Fruehwirth said a 
$200 stipend for poll work-
ers also would help down 
the road — in general, it 
takes between six and eight 
weeks for the check to ar-
rive, he said.

“At least, it’s money 
coming. I don’t know when 
my job is going to reopen,” 
Fruehwirth said, explain-
ing that he works at Star-
bucks on Cross Bay Boule-
vard in Howard Beach.

The coffee shop was 
flooded with three feet of 
water during Hurricane 
Sandy and was still without 
power Tuesday. Even when 
Starbucks does reopen, 
Fruehwirth worried about 
how he would get his hands 
on another uniform since 
all of his work clothes were 
destroyed.

Before the storm, he 
fled the home on 163rd Road 
with his mother, 31-year-old 
sister and his mother’s six 
dogs and left behind nearly 
all of their possessions. 
Fruehwirth escaped with 
only one pair of jeans.

The family has been 
staying at the shelter at 
Hillcrest High School in 
Jamaica Hills, sleeping in 
shifts and taking showers 
at the YMCA in Jamaica.

About four days after 
Sandy hit, a friend took 
Fruehwirth down to sur-
vey the damage in the fam-
ily’s house, and he was only 
able to get inside by climb-
ing in his bedroom win-
dow. The front door would 
not open because the entire 
house had shifted. Inside, 
he found 13 of his mother’s 
14 parakeets still alive after 
weathering the storm.

“The cage was almost 
completely submerged in 
the water, where the wa-
ter mark was. There was 
a little spot on the top of 
the cage, where they all 
huddled up and survived,” 
Fruehwirth said.

Fruehwirth has no 
idea how or if the house will 
ever been habitable again.

“I’m going to need an 
army to help clean up that 
house,” he said.

As he described his 
situation Tuesday, Frue-
hwirth struggled to hold 
back tears and his voice 
cracked.

“It’s just a 
nightmare,” he 
said.

Fruehwirth 
said he has reached out to 
friends for help and only 
one offered to take him in, 
but that would mean travel-

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Far Rockaway resi-
dent Eric Curtis credits his 
quick-thinking neighbor 
with saving his life during 
Hurricane Sandy.

“We wouldn’t have got 
out, to be honest with you, 
because the water came 
over here so fast, it shocked 
all of us,” said Curtis, who 
lives on the first floor of 
a home off Seagirt Bou-
levard. “Next thing you 
know, it was up to your 
head. So people had to come 
and bail me out.”

As rush-
ing water filled 
Beach 32nd 
Street during the 
storm, the surge 

buckled Curtis’ front door, 
trapping him, his girlfriend 
and another person inside.

Curtis’ upstairs neigh-
bor came to the rescue, 
wading through chest-deep 
water and braving strong 
winds to reach those on the 
first floor.

“I came downstairs, 
pushed the door in and got 
them out. They were float-
ing on the air bed,” said 
Nathan Smith, explaining 
that the pressure on the 
door was so strong it took 
two men to force it open.

Smith also doubted 
that Curtis would have 
been able to open the door 
to escape.

“Inside the house with 
the water pressure — if they 
don’t have a grip, inside is 

hard to pull,” he said.
Curtis estimated that 

there was 5 feet of water in 
his apartment at the time.

Afterward, Smith 
brought the three people 
up to his apartment on the 
second floor and he wor-
ried that they would have 
to find even higher ground 
if the flooding got worse.

“I was going to go to 
the third floor if it came 
that high,” Smith said.

Curtis said he had 
been reluctant to leave the 
belongings behind in his 
apartment before Sandy 
bore down on Rockaway.

“I didn’t want to leave 
because I don’t want to lose 
what I had, but I lost what 
I had anyway,” Curtis said. 
“The bed you see out there 
is my bed. I lost my TV.”

In the driveway, two 
soaked mattresses, a pillow 
and a throw rug were gath-
ered in a pile, and pieces of 
scaffolding from an apart-
ment building lay in the 

street out front. Curtis said 
he was grateful Smith was 
looking out for him.

“If we didn’t stick to-
gether, I don’t know where 
we would be at right now,” 
he said.

On Sunday, Curtis, 
Smith and their landlord 
Hamza Ahmed worked to 
remove debris from around 
the house and pump water 
from the basements from 
several homes.

“What gets me is 
FEMA. Nobody has really 
been out here to look at the 
damage that has been done 
and everything. We can’t 
let this stay because of 
gasoline. People have kids. 
They can’t be breathing 
this,” Curtis said.

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.
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BY PHIL CORSO

Nearly one week after 
Hurricane Sandy swept 
through Little Neck down-
ing trees and power lines, 
Richard Kops and his wife 
Marcia killed time outside 
their darkened home off 
57th Avenue. The only scen-
ery in front of them includ-
ed unattended trees and 
power lines that had fallen 
days earlier.

And although the Kops 
family said they under-
stood it may take time for 
Consolidated Edison crews 
to restore power to their 
home, located in a cul-de-
sac split in two by fallen 
trees and electricity poles, 
safety was still a primary 
concern.

“People are trapped 
in here behind a dead-end 
street and we don’t even 
know if it is safe or not,” 
Richard Kops said. “At this 
point, the problem is com-
munication.”

Inside their driveway 
sat Marcia Kops’ car with 
a full tank of gas in the 
middle of a se-
vere gas shortage 
in the Northeast 
after Hurricane 
Sandy battered the region. 
But because of the downed 
lines, uplifted sidewalks 
and police tape scattered 
down the street, the Kops 
said they were too afraid 
to try driving over power 
lines that Con Ed crews 
told neighbors may still be 
live.

“What is electrified 
here? We don’t know,” Mar-
cia Kops said.

To make matters 
worse, Kops said many 
of the homeowners along 
the cul-de-sac moved their 
cars to the dead-end uphill 
to avoid floodwaters. They 
have since been trapped in 
by fallen storm debris.

While neither the city 
nor Con Ed has acted to re-

move the fallen trees and 
power lines on 260th Street, 
two Con Ed workers have 
been guarding the downed 
lines, identifying them-
selves as guards for the 
surrounding homes. Larry 
Wisotsky, who lives behind 
the fallen lines and is un-
able to leave the cul-de-sac 

without pass-
ing the poten-
tially dangerous 
wires, said there 

has been little done to make 
the situation any better.

“Con Ed has no clue,” 
Wisotsky said. “They have 
no timetable. They are just 
guarding the wires to make 
sure nobody goes near 
them.”

According to Con Ed, 
homes in that area of Little 
Neck should have their elec-
tricity restored by Friday.

In a plea for help, 
Marcia Kops said she tried 
calling their elected offi-
cials, but to no avail. Even 
though the Kops family has 
received little in terms of 
communication about their 
lives returning to normal, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has remained out-
spoken against the city’s 

response to Superstorm 
Sandy.

Over the weekend, 
Avella criticized the city 
Parks Department for not 
acting quickly enough in 
removing fallen trees in 
northeast Queens, leaving 
trapped residents waiting.

“Residents have suf-
fered enough damage and 
now they are being told 
that they have to wait be-
tween 30 and 50 days to get 
the tree that fell on top of 
their home removed,” Avel-
la said. “This is simply in-
tolerable when any sudden 
shift can further damage a 
resident’s home.”

So until the city or 
Con Ed takes action on the 
fallen trees and electricity 
poles on 260th Street, the 
Kops family will have no 
choice but to wait like so 
many others in northeast 
Queens still without power 
one week after the storm.

“Forget about the cars 
getting through. What 
about emergency respond-
ers?” Marcia Kops said. 
“It’s not just us either. This 
is happening to everyone. 
Everyone’s frustrated.”

Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

Little Neck residents Marcia (l.) and Richard Kops stand beside 
fallen trees and power lines left unattended on their block. 

Photo by Phil Corso

www.TimesLedger.com

Little Neckers trapped
by superstorm’s wrath
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BY PHIL CORSO

Though Hurricane 
Sandy drifted away from 
northeast Queens more 
than one week ago, the con-
sequences of her devastat-
ing winds and storm surge 
still plagued residents 
throughout the borough, 
including hundreds of 
home nurses at St. Mary’s 
Hospital for Children in 
Bayside.

According to St. 
Mary’s, home nurses have 
experienced serious diffi-
culties getting to the nearly 
4,000 patients throughout 
the city and Long Island, 
either running out of gas 
or being stopped at check-
points and flood barriers as 
they attempt to reach chil-
dren in their care.

While the rest of the 
Northeast tries to return 
to some sense of normalcy 
after the storm, St. Mary’s 
Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Hope Illecito said 

nurses have had trouble 
maintaining communica-
tion with patients and their 
families. Additionally, gas 
stations throughout New 
York and New Jersey have 
been stricken with long 
lines and shortages in re-
sources.

“We have a double 
whammy in that gasoline 
is scarce and communica-
tion is difficult,” said Il-
lecito, who runs the hospi-
tal’s community programs. 
“Our nurses, therapists 
and clinical field staff are 
ready to roll in their cars, 
but they cannot get too far 
because they cannot access 
fuel.”

St. Mary’s services 
roughly 4,000 children 
daily, Illecito said. But gas 
shortages have left hun-
dreds of therapists, nurses 
and home health aides 
with fewer options in get-
ting around the city, as 
well as Nassau, Suffolk and 
Westchester counties.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall reiterated 
Illecito’s claims in a state-
ment Tuesday, requesting 
additional fuel supplies at 
the hospital.

To combat long gas 
lines and various check-
points across city bridges in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 

Sandy, St. Mary’s Hospital 
said staff members have 
been performing drive-bys, 
in which workers visit the 
homes of patients if they 
have not received adequate 
communication. The check-
ups, Illecito said, have been 
successful since the storm 
swept through the city.

Illecito said a hand-
ful of St. Mary’s patients 
decided to refuse manda-
tory evacuation orders 
throughout the city’s Zone 
A regions, which has put a 
strain on the staff to main-
tain communication and 
care.

“We are most con-
cerned about our sickest 
kids. Some are ventilator-
dependant or use high-level 
equipment,” Illecito said. 
“We called all of them be-
fore the storm, and now we 
have a special challenge 
where communication has 
become more difficult to 
maintain.”

According to a St. 
Mary’s spokeswoman, 
only a small percentage of 
patients did not evacuate, 
but they still posed a larger 
challenge on the staff to 
provide home care, which 
she said was the most cost-
effective way of looking af-
ter the children.

In addition to the dif-

ficulties that health care 
workers have faced in try-
ing to assist St. Mary’s 
patients, the hospital said 
employees were still strug-
gling to overcome their own 
personal storm disasters.

“We have staff here 
whose situations have been 
destroyed personally, and 
they still made their ways 
into work,” Illecito said. 
“The work we do here is 
amazing and the people 
who work for us are very 
dedicated.”

Nonetheless, St. 
Mary’s’ Bayside facility 
weathered the storm with-
out any serious damage, Il-
lecito said.

“The Bayside campus 
held up very well, which 
was wonderful to hear,” Il-
lecito said. “The staff did 
a fabulous job and pulled 
together during such an in-
credible storm to take care 
of those kids.”

FOR NEW TWEEN 
AND TEEN MODELS & ACTORS

Sunday, November 18, 2012

Barbizon of NYC is searching for new models and actors to be trained for 
top licensed agents, managers and casting directors!  Barbizon Models have 

graced the covers of all major fashion magazines, appeared in national  
TV commercials, top teen TV shows,  TV competitions like America’s Next 

Top Model, American Idol, The Voice, and major feature films!

Learn how to walk the runway, how to audition for commercials and more!

APPOINTMENTS SUGGESTED BUT NOT REQUIRED: TO RSVP CALL (212) 239-1110

THIS SUNDAY ONLY:
The New Yorker Hotel
8th Ave. at 34th Street  
(Across from Penn Station)

*Under 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent/guardian

MODELING OF MANHATTAN
LIC. BY NYS ED. DEPT.

DEPHILLIPS
ATHLETIC

CLUB
Now accepting online and in-person registration 

for Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball

For more information, visit, call or click:
DAC Message board-www.daconline.net

Clubhouse Telephone: (347) 252-1154
Email-bbdacports@aol.com

Facebook: DAC Athletic Club

For in-person registration: 
Visit our clubhouse: 21-04 202nd St. Bayside 

(basement entrance building 08) 

November 8th & November 13th 
from 7pm-9pm

(please use street parking)

For online registration: 
www.daconline.net

St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital services more than 4,000 children 
throughout the city, including Matthew (r.), seen here celebrat-
ing a ground-breaking with Michelle Montesano of the hospital’s 
Therapeutic Recreation Department.

Storm stalls St. Mary’s nurse visits to children



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
NO

V. 
11,

 2
01

2
10

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com
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$200
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Election Day arrived 

in Queens despite the lin-
gering devastation from 
Hurricane Sandy and the 
effects of the storm on vot-
ers’ ability to cast their bal-
lots was evident across the 
borough.

In an attempt to make 
voting easier — and in 
some cases possible — for 
residents to participate in 
Election Day, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed an executive 
order allowing 
voters who were 
registered in 
a federally de-
clared disaster county to 
vote on an affidavit ballot 
at any poll site in the state.

“Hurricane Sandy has 
already disrupted the lives 
of countless New Yorkers, 
but we will not let it disrupt 
anyone seeking to exercise 
the most fundamental of 
democratic rights: the right 
to vote,” the governor said 

the day before Election 
Day. “Even in times of great 
tragedy and suffering, New 
Yorkers understand that 
we must continue to do all 
that we can to maintain the 
integrity of our system.”

But even with Cuomo’s 
executive order, not every-
one was happy with the 
way Election Day turned 
out. Some elected officials 
and community groups 
lashed out at the city Board 
of Elections for its handling 
of voters displaced by Hur-

ricane Sandy.
City Coun-

cilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone 

Park), who ran against 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) for the 
15th Senate District, said 
the BOE waited too long to 
inform residents about new 
or changed polling sites be-
cause of the storm. 

“I think the board has 
once again proven that it is 
not fit to conduct these elec-

tions and we definitely have 
to come up with a better 
way,” said Ulrich in Rock-
away Tuesday. “In some 
cases, people had to walk 
30 or 40 blocks to their new-
est poll sites, some people 
weren’t informed of their 
sites and some didn’t find 
out until 6 p.m. last night 
[Monday].”

A staff member with 

Addabbo said the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority was only supplying 
shuttle buses for voters in 
the Rockaways, but the sen-
ator’s staff had recruited 
Francisco Funeral Home 
in Ozone Park, as well as 
neighbors, to run private 
cars between polling sites 
in Howard Beach.

According to the staff 

member, the effort was 
nonpartisan and people 
running cars were not in-
terested in who the people 
were voting for.

The flooding and mas-
sive power outages sparked 
by Sandy caused many 
polling sites to move and, 
in some cases, combine 
with other polling sites. 
One site, at PS 232, at 153-23 
83rd St. in Howard Beach, 
had to take in voters who 
normally cast their bal-
lots at PS 146, at 98-01 159th 
Ave., and PS 207, at 159-88th 
St., also in Howard Beach, 
which sustained damage in 
the storm.  

According to an elec-
tion coordinator at the 
site, there was some voter 
confusion when they first 
walked in, but it was orga-
nized enough so that every 
ballot was cast.

“Some of these peo-
ple lost everything,” said 
Grace D’Agostino, an elec-
tion coordinator, who add-

ed that she did not see any 
BOE shuttle buses ferrying 
voters in. “Can you believe 
they’re out here voting?”

The election coordina-
tor added that turnout for 
voters who would normally 
only vote at PS 232 was high-
er than in 2008, but turnout 
for voters who under regu-
lar circumstances would 
vote at PS 146 and 207, from 
Howard Beach, was much 
lower than in 2008.  

A coordinated election 
effort was reported from 
PS 84 in Long Island City, 
where about 40 people were 
lined up just before noon. 
The school was closed to 
students because of flood-
ing, but opened to voters at 
6 a.m.

“I think the setup in-
side is a little congested, 
but everything ran smooth-
ly,” said 35-year-old Asto-
ria resident Damaris Diaz, 
who has voted at PS 84 ev-
ery year.

Voters wait on long lines at PS 63 in Ozone Park during Election 
Day. Photo by Christina Santucci

Sandy’s impact refl ected in chaos at boro polls
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Gift Certifi cates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

 Over 1,000 German 
Imported Products & A Full 
Butcher Department with 

BBQ Specialties. 

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate
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Hurricane Sandy slammed the Rockaway Peninsula, leaving behind 
damage to property and knocking out power. (Clockwise from top l.) a 
police car illuminates Rockaway Beach Boulevard with its headlights; 
Mateel Welcome, 11, jumps over a puddle of standing water near where 
residents said a sewer pipe broke through the street; the boardwalk at 
Beach 36th Street is split in half; volunteers from Occupy Wall Street 
dish out food by flashlight; Ronald Adams shows the cracked concrete 
basement of his home near Beach 46th Street; and a box of cleaning 
supplies was empty at a makeshift drive on Seagirt Boulevard. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Superstorm imperils Jamaica Bay’s delicate ecosystem
Hurricane Sandy threatens water quality, ravages bird habitats, creates sinkholes in wildlife refuge 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Queens might not be known 
for having a fragile ecosystem, 
but one such spot in the southern 
portion of the borough is in dire 
straits following the devastation 
from Hurricane Sandy.

Situated in southern Queens 
and eastern Brooklyn, Jamaica 
Bay lies at the far end of the Rock-
aways A train. About 40 minutes 
from Manhattan by train, blocks 
of apartments suddenly give way 
to marshes and exotic egrets re-
place the common pigeon.

The park’s unique landscape 
contains a variety of rare native 
habitats, including a salt marsh, 
upland field and woods, brackish 
water ponds and an open expanse 
of bay. The Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge is one of the most sig-
nificant bird sanctuaries in the 
Northeast, with more than 330 
bird species sighted over the last 
25 years.

The bay is also home to an ar-

ray of reptiles, amphibians, small 
mammals, more than 60 species 
of butterflies and a large popula-
tion of horseshoe crabs.

But Jamaica Bay’s wildlife 
and its serene surroundings were 
suddenly compromised when last 
week’s superstorm hit. Aside from 
the heartbreaking human toll, 
the storm blasted the bay with 
short-term and long-term effects, 
according to Dan Hendrick, the 
communications director at the 
New York League of Conserva-
tion Voters, who authored a book 
about the bay in 2004.

“The biggest issue is that 
with the storm, a tremendous 
volume of debris washed into 
the bay,” said Hendrick, who is 
involved with the production of 
“Jamaica Bay Lives!” an upcom-
ing documentary on the bay. “It’s 
a hazard for the people there and 
it’s also a detriment to the water 
quality.”

The city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection announced 

Saturday that significant work 
has been completed to wastewater 
treatment facilities damaged by 
the storm, with 99 percent of the 
city’s wastewater being treated.

Besides water quality, Ja-
maica Bay suffered damage else-
where. Hendrick said the storm 
ravaged the habitats of the piping 
plover and the terrapin popu-
lations. He also said the storm 
surge cut a new channel from 

the bay into what was a freshwa-
ter pond and created an array of 
sinkholes.

“These animals rely on this 
habitat and the piping plover will 
be impacted when it comes back 
from migration next year,” he 
said. “We will keep an eye out for 
turtle health, as we expect num-
bers will drop next year.”

In the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy, Hendrick believes it is 

time for conservationists — along 
with the city, state and federal 
governments — to redouble their 
efforts to monitor climate change 
and protect the citizens who call 
the shoreline home.

“We woke up to a new real-
ity after Sandy and we have run 
out of excuses,” he said. “We have 
to look at the wisdom of having 
homes in such vulnerable places. 
And if we have to rebuild, we have 
to do it right.”

And those people along the 
shore, those who choose to live 
perilously close to the Atlantic 
Ocean, are some of the most resil-
ient people Hendrick has met.

“Virtually everyone I spoke 
to said it’s all just stuff. We will 
throw it away and start anew,” 
he said. “And they say this in the 
face of total destruction.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

An expert says Jamaica Bay’s ecosystem was damaged by Hurricane Sandy. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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To meet the needs of both the patient 
and the family, 

At Home Solutions 
provides the right combination of services 
and support. We provide affordable and 
appropriate clinical care with all the 
convenience of home.

We also can provide guidance and 
support for individuals that are 
currently receiving Home Care but 
must transfer now. We work with 
most MLTC Programs.

If you Answered Yes to Anything 

Below You Can Benefi t Greatly from 

Our Dedicated Caregivers

Need additional assistance to live 

independently at home due to an 

illness, disability, or advanced age. 

Have a chronic or life-threatening 

illness and want to rest in the 

comfort of the home environment. 

Are able to be discharged from a 

hospital or nursing home but need 

additional care at home. 

Require short-term assistance 

at home because of same-day or 

outpatient surgery, or maternity-

related incapacity.

“We Do Care...”

Do You or a Loved One Need Care?

(718) 441-6803

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY PHIL CORSO

Tucked away in a quiet 
cemetery off Bell Boule-
vard, the Bayside Histori-
cal Society set its sights 
more than 150 years in the 
past as interested onlook-
ers went along for the ride 
back in time.

The Lawrence Cem-
etery, at the corner of 216th 
Street and 42nd Avenue, 
might be an unknown loca-
tion to many, the Historical 
Society said. But on Satur-
day, 10 actors dressed in at-
tire from the 1600s to 1900s 
and provided a perfor-
mance and tour of the site 
made popular by the family 
who rests there.

“The Lawrence family 
was a very ambitious fam-
ily,” said Denise Johnson, 
vice president of education 
for the historical society. 
“They have many accom-
plishments to their name 
and contributed in many 

ways to New York City.”
Actors portrayed vari-

ous members of Bayside 
and Flushing’s more than 
13-generation Lawrence 
family in the spot where 
the family used to frequent 
for picnics and other occa-
sions while standing beside 
the tombstones of their 
characters.

“We really love Bay-
side and we love that people 
come out to share this with 
us,” said Paul Di Benedetto, 
president of the historical 
society. “It really means a 
lot.”

Board member Aline 
Euler, dressed as Mary 
Nichol Lawrence, spoke 
near her designated head-
stone in the landmarked 
Bayside cemetery to tell the 
story of her character, who 
lived and died in Bayside 
from Jan. 9, 1822, to Aug. 
12, 1896.

“I was the very busy 
second wife of Andrew H. 

Mickle, who also was may-
or of the city of New York 
from 1846-1847,” Euler said 
in her role as Mary Nichol 
Lawrence, daughter of Ann 
Townsend and Effingham 
Lawrence. “I loved my es-
tate, which I called ‘Bay 
Lawn,’ but I must regret-
fully report that our mag-
nificent mansion was de-

stroyed by a fire in 1890.”
Euler said it took the 

group weeks to prepare the 
performance, but the ac-
tors saw the effort as well 
worth their time as long as 
Bayside’s history was pre-
served.

“It’s fun for us,” Eu-
ler said before the perfor-
mance began. “We wanted 

to do something to get 
people to know a little more 
about Bayside.”

Though no Lawrence 
relatives were present, each 
character told his or her 
tale from the period when 
they frequented the streets 
of northeast Queens, taking 
playful jabs at one another 
to appear most relevant to 
the family name by touting 
their accomplishments and 
contributions.

Henry Euler, secretary 
of the historical society, 
spoke his lines as if they 
were his own words as he 
portrayed John Lawrence, 
a former town clerk of 
Flushing in the late 1600s.

“When I moved to 
New Amsterdam in 1657, I 
served under Gov. Stuyve-
sant as a commissioner to 
settle boundary disputes 
between the Dutch colony 
of New Netherlands and 
New England, I knew I 
was taking on a great chal-

lenge,” Henry Euler said as 
John Lawrence. “An even 
greater challenge was keep-
ing the peace between the 
Indians and the Dutch!”

Actors read their parts 
in accordance with a script, 
which Johnson had pre-
pared for the performance. 
Johnson said the informa-
tion used in the show was in 
part taken from the histori-
cal archives at the histori-
cal society’s officers club at 
Fort Totten in Bayside.

“The stories are ac-
curate and historically 
significant of this family, 
who helped build the very 
foundation of this commu-
nity,” Johnson said. “Some 
residents of this town work 
very hard to preserve the 
past.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Historical society pays tribute at Lawrence Cemetery
Members portray characters from 13 generations of family that shaped Bayside, Flushing

Bayside Historical Society trustee Steve Behar (c.) portrays Sir 
Robert Lawrence in the group’s Lawrence Cemetery performance 
and tour over the weekend. Photo by Phil Corso
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BY JOE ANUTA

The woman left brain 
dead after a vicious mug-
ging in Flushing died at 
a Long Island medical fa-
cility late last month, and 
a Queens congressman 
helped secure a visa allow-
ing her brother to come to 
America to claim her body.

Wei Yang and his wife 
arrived at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport from 
China after the travel hub 
resumed operations in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Yang is here to bring 
the remains of his 37-year-
old sister, Haiyan Yang, 
back to China after she 
was attacked in downtown 
Flushing.

“Obviously they are 
stricken by grief, and on 
top of that they are going 
through the whole motions 

of paperwork and legality of 
trying to bring her remains 
back,” said Larry Swint, 
whose wife was a longtime 
friend of Yang’s sister. “It’s 
bringing a lot of stress and 
turmoil.”

Swint and his wife put 
in a call to the offices of 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) in order to try 
to speed up the process of 
getting a visa once it was 
apparent Yang and his wife 
needed to come to America 
following the attack.

On Oct. 20, Yang’s sis-
ter was walking near the 
corner of Parsons Boule-
vard and 41st Avenue when 
she was brutally attacked 
and robbed, according to 
police. The injuries sus-
tained to her head left her 
brain dead, and she later 

died at North Shore-LIJ in 
Long Island, according to 
Ackerman.

The NYPD arrested 

Brian Rodriguez, 35, of 
Long Island, and charged 
him with the crime.

Yang’s sister had been 

in the country on vaca-
tion and had arrived three 
weeks before she was 
mugged, according to the 

congressman.
“This terrible and 

senseless loss of life is a 
horrible tragedy and we ex-
tend our deepest condolenc-
es to the victim’s friends 
and loved ones,” Ackerman 
said in a statement. “We 
will continue to assist them 
in any way we can.”

Ackerman helped ob-
tain the visa by contact-
ing the U.S. consulate in 
Guangzhou, China, and ar-
ranging for Yang’s paper-
work to be expedited.

Both he and his sister 
are from Guangdong Prov-
ince.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

Officers from the 109th 
Precinct made a massive 
heroin bust last week in 
Whitestone, recovering 
nearly 12 pounds of the un-
cut product that would fetch 
an estimated $2 million on 
the street, police said.

On Friday, officers 
from the precinct’s Day 
Tour Anti-Crime Team 
responded to a 911 call of 
a suspicious man near the 
corner of 17th Avenue and 
Clintonville Street, which 
is between two neighbor-
hood schools: St. Luke 
School, where children 
from pre-kindergarten to 
eighth-grade attend classes, 
and JHS 194, which houses 
Grades 6 through 8.

When the city’s Fin-
est arrived on the scene, 
they stopped the man in 
question and found a small 
bag of heroin in his posses-
sion, according to a police 

source.
The officers then 

brought in a drug-sniffing 
dog, which got what officers 
call a “hit” on the man’s ve-
hicle, prompting the 109th 
to obtain a search warrant 
for the car, police said.

After executing the 
warrant, the officers recov-
ered several bricks of uncut 
heroin from the car weigh-
ing 11.75 pounds, or 5.3 kilo-
grams, police said.

Uncut heroin is pure, 
according to another police 
source who has since re-
tired from the NYPD, and 
it is not what is sold on the 
streets.

Instead, drug deal-
ers dilute the product with 
other substances — brown 
sugar is a common way to 
cut heroin — in order to in-
crease the amount of prod-
uct they have stockpiled, 
but also to keep their cus-
tomers addicted to the drug, 
the police source said.

The amount of heroin 
recovered from the streets 
of Whitestone last week is 
worth between $250,000 to 
$300,000 in its raw form, 
but when cut and repack-
aged for street sale would 
be worth $2 million, ac-
cording to police.

Heroin use in more 
suburban communities is 
on the rise, according to Dr. 
Theodore Cicero, of Wash-
ington University in Mis-
souri, due to a crackdown 
in prescription painkiller 
abuse.

In the years leading up 
to 2010, communities not 
typically associated with 
heroin use were the site of 
increasing abuse of pre-
scriptive painkillers like 
Oxycodone, which contain 
opiates similar to those 
found in heroin, Cicero 
said in a survey published 
over the summer in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine.

After drug companies 
started making the pills 
harder to abuse, many of 
the same addicts turned 
to heroin as a cheaper and 
more readily-available al-
ternative.

In September, the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency 
busted a heroin mill in the 
basement of a Richmond 
Hill home that contained 
$20 million worth of the 
drug.

All the heroin con-
sumed in the United States 
comes from one of three 
sources: Southeast Asia, 
Southwest Asia and Latin 
America, according to the 
Office of National Drug 
Control Policy.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.Officers from the 109th Precinct’s Day Tour Anti-Crime Team stand 

in front of the nearly 12 pounds of heroin they recovered after ar-
resting a man in Whitestone. Photo by Joe Anuta

Cops fi nd $2M worth of heroin in Whitestone

The family of Haiyan Yang is grieving after the China native was killed in a brutal attack in downtown 
Flushing. Photo courtesy the Yang family

Family of tourist killed in Flushing arrive from China
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being watched closely by 
both parties, since it could 
have upset the balance of 
the state Senate, currently 
controlled by Republicans 
and led by Senate Speaker 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Centre).

On a federal level, state 
Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) faced 
off for a congressional seat 
running from Ridgewood 
in the west through Forest 
Hills, with the bulk of the 
area covering northeast 
Queens neighborhoods like 
Flushing and Bayside.

Meng handily won the 
seat and praised the voters 
for putting another woman 
into federal office. The win 
makes her the first Asian 
American representative 
in Congress from New York 
State.

Incumbents all over 
the borough retained their 
seats. In races for vacant 
spots, Ron Kim beat out 
Phil Gim for a Flushing 
Assembly position. The 
win makes Kim, the first 
Korean American elected 
to statewide office in New 

York.
Farther east, Nily Ro-

zic handily defeated her 
opponents, including Jerry 
Iannece, who lost to her in 
the Democratic primary, 
but ran against her again 
on the Independent line in 
the general election.

Long lines at polling 
sites were common all over 
the borough.

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
said Rockaway residents 
waited in long lines to vote 
in tents, although home-
owners who lost everything 
in the storm had other 
things on their minds.

“You would expect 
that people are upset and 
angry, but that is absolute-
ly not the case,” Goldfeder 
said. “What I experienced 
are people sharing stories. 
There is really a somber 
tone, but I think people 
are excited to do their civic 
duty.”

In Flushing, Marina 
Xydous waited for an hour 
and a half at PS 214, at 31-15 
140th St. in Flushing. Not 
expecting such a backlog, 
she had to leave to pick up 
her son Christopher from 
school and told the poll co-
ordinator that she would be 
back. When she returned, 
she was told to stand at the 

end of the line and wait all 
over again.

“I was told that I could 
get back in line,” said a fu-
rious Xydous, holding the 
hand of her 5-year-old. “I’m 
a single mother.”

When asked who he 
voted for at around 2 p.m., 
Peter Gelosa, of Flushing, 
said, “Nobody. We’re not 
waiting on line.”

The economy was 
the top priority for some 
Queens voters.

Rich Rinaldi said he 
voted for Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt 
Romney and Halloran be-
cause he wanted someone 
to fix the country’s eco-
nomic woes.

“To me it’s like a regu-
lar corporate job,” he said. 
“If in four years you didn’t 
fix things, it’s time for 
someone else.”

Kenneth Freeman and 
his wife Marilyn voted for 
President Barack Obama 
and Meng, citing social is-
sues and the future of Medi-
care as the main impetus 
behind their Democratic 
loyalty.

“Overall, we voted for 
[Meng] to keep the amount 
of people in the House who 
could possibly support the 
president in the future,” 
Freeman said.

Continued from Page 1

Election
After the sun set Sun-

day, the darkened main 
streets were punctuated 
by the light of the NYPD 
floodlights and car head-
lights as vehicles navigated 
around large piles of debris 
and mounds of sand. Resi-
dents and volunteers used 
flashlights and lights fitted 
to headwear to illuminate 
their paths through the 
blackened roads.

Nearly every street 
was lined with piles of 
furniture, mattresses and 
other wrecked items. Sev-
eral residents mentioned a 
6 p.m. curfew in the area, 
with one man saying, “You 
don’t want to be around 
here after that anyway.”

Many Rockaway 
residents said they were 
frustrated about the seem-
ingly slow organized relief 
response to their devastat-
ed communities, and some 
said they were angry the 
city was not better prepared 
despite advance warning of 
Sandy’s approach.

“We were left for dead 
for a long time,” said one 
person who would only 
identify himself as “Man” 
and said his apartment had 
been without power and 
heat for days.

Many residents lost all 
of their belongings during 
Sandy.

Near Beach 46th Street, 
Charmaine Felix and Ron-
ald Adams bagged loads of 
garbage and pointed out a 
huge crack in the concrete 
of their flooded basement. 
Felix, who owns a comput-
er shop near Beach 114th 
Street which burned down 

during Sandy, said she now 
sleeps under two duvets to 
stay warm in her freezing 
house.

On Beach 36th Street, 
Filipp and Nadia Maxi-
menko navigated along the 
broken boardwalk to pho-
tograph where the famed 
walkway split in half. 
Streets near the beach were 
covered in a thick layer 
of sand and fire hydrants 
were half buried.

“It’s like no one knew 
we existed here and that 
was the hurting part about 
it,” said Michael Haywood, 
a career services director 
who lives in Far Rockaway, 
as he stood in the doorway 
of his flooded house Sun-
day on Seagirt Boulevard 
near Beach 27th Street.

“I haven’t cried yet, but 
that’s coming, trust me. I’m 
still in shock right now,” he 
said.

Outside his house, a 
makeshift clothing drive 
had been set up along the 
curb, and fellow Rockaway 
residents picked through 
coats, shoes, jeans and 
T-shirts. By 4 p.m., a box 
marked “Cleaning Sup-
plies” had already been 
emptied.

Further west in Rock-
away, residents outside 
the Hammel Houses used 
charging stations set up 
in tents to power up their 
phones and other electron-
ics, as volunteers from 
New York Cares unloaded 
a truck of water and food 
brought in by the National 
Guard. Representatives 
from Citibank said an ATM 
had been set up at 113-01 
Beach Channel Drive and 
fees had been waived on the 
machine.

Near Beach 114th 

Street — where several 
blocks of businesses were 
severely damaged by fire 
— volunteers from the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement 
handed out platefuls of rice, 
vegetables and meat by 
flashlight.

Residents braved drop-
ping temperatures and a 
line that wound through 
Conch Playground and a 
block down the bordering 
sidewalk to receive food, 
water and other supplies at 
an aid distribution point.

In the distribution cen-
ter’s second day Friday, po-
lice officers and volunteers 
from state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith’s (D-St. Albans) of-
fice, the Salvation Army, 
airlines JetBlue and Delta 
and OTG, an airport food 
and beverage operator, 
handed out free sandwich 
lunches, MREs, water and 
clothing. JetBlue brought 
in trucks that handed 
out pizza and cupcakes. 
“MREs” means “meals 
ready to eat.”

Tormoria Pedlar, a 40-
year resident of Beach 32nd 
Street, said unexpected is-
sues are now arising. He 
complained that raccoons 
sought refuge in the houses 
and now it is impossible to 
get them out.

Pedlar weathered 
Sandy in his home a block 
from the beach and said 
he watched the boardwalk 
come apart in front of his 
eyes.

As he kept an eye on his 
cat Predator prowl through 
garbage on the street Sun-
day, Pedlar gave his take on 
the storm.

“God is mad at the 
world, if you ask me per-
sonally,” he said.

Continued from Page 1

Rockaway

Legion Monday, offering 
blankets and sandwiches 
during its second day at 
the site, and another truck 
was giving away free dump-
lings. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
also arrived at the center 
that evening to provide in-
formation on the assistance 
process and answer ques-
tions at a community meet-
ing.

An organizer and 
committee member of the 
American Legion, Naomi 
Seitz, said the building 
was opened as the commu-
nity base after a number of 
teary-eyed residents who 
had yet to see any orga-
nized help congregated the 
day after the storm to fig-
ure out what to do.

“We’re all demol-
ished,” she said.

She said City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) attended the meeting 
and promised to find help, 
while the first to respond 
with food assistance was 
Aqueduct Racetrack.

Seitz and other volun-
teers — many of whom live 
in Broad Channel them-
selves — said the center is 
most in need of cleaning 
supplies, such as mops, 
brooms, work gloves and 
Clorox. They also said ster-
nos are needed so people 
can heat their food, and the 
site also needs medicine 
such as aspirin, Tylenol 
and Benadryl.

Elsewhere in Broad 
Channel, evidence of the 
storm was all around. Driv-
ers dodged a large boat that 
had washed onto Cross Bay 
Boulevard and was block-
ing a lane of traffic. Water-
damaged vehicles parked 
along the boulevard had fli-
ers tucked under the wind-
shield wipers promising 

cash for cars.
The recovery effort 

was also visible, however. 
Many people were busy 
moving furniture and oth-
er possessions destroyed 
in the storm to the curb for 
trash pickup. Sanitation 
crews were out in force, 
with large front loaders 
clearing out debris.

But turning the elec-
tricity back on — one of the 
residents’ top concerns,— 
remained a daunting task.

Allan Drury, a Consol-
idated Edison spokesman, 
said the utility was expect-
ing to have power back to 
most regions by the week-
end. But he said any hom-
eowner who had customer 
equipment, including elec-
trical meters, under water 
during the storm would 
need to hire a licensed elec-
trician to certify the house 
is able and safe to receive 
power before electricity 
could be restored to indi-
vidual houses.

Continued from Page 1

Hurting

The race pitted the in-
cumbent against a 27-year-
old rising star in the state 
Republican Party, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who had 
taken control of Addabbo’s 
City Council seat in a spe-
cial election just three 
years ago.  

With 97 percent of the 
vote counted, Addabbo had 

57 percent of the ballots cast 
to 42 percent for Ulrich, 
based on NY I’s tabulation.

The race was one of the 
most expensive and closely 
watched in the state, with 
Republicans vying to hold 
onto their slim majority in 
Albany.

The 15th State Sen-
ate District covers Howard 
Beach, Ozone Park, Glen-
dale, Middle Village, Wood-
haven, Maspeth and parts 
of South Ozone Park, Rego 
Park, Ridgewood and Sun-
nyside.

The state Republican 
Senate Committee poured 
money into Ulrich’s cam-
paign, with a donation of 
$250,000 in April and trans-
fers of hundreds of thou-
sands more in September 
and October.

Meanwhile, state Dem-
ocrats rallied hard behind 
Addabbo, who racked up 
important endorsements 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and U.S. Sen. Chuck Schum-
er (D-N.Y.).

Continued from Page 1

Addabbo
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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