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Disasters have histori-
cally united close-knit com-
munities more than they 
have destroyed them, and the 
storm of the century proved 
no match for the resolve, 
neighborliness, and charity 
of New Yorkers — even in 
these immensely challeng-
ing economic times.

Hurricane Sandy an-
nihilated large swaths of 
Brooklyn and Queens with 
crippling storm surges and 
whopping wind gusts that 
claimed 18 lives — 11 in 
Queens, seven in Brooklyn 
— yielded property damage 
in the millions, and left thou-
sands of people homeless. 

Tens of thousands more 
were incapacitated by wide-
spread power outages that 
have yet to be restored fully 
in some areas.

Sandy battered coastal 
districts and inlands in 
both boroughs beyond rec-
ognition, including Coney 
Island, Brighton Beach, 
Manhattan Beach, Sheep-
shead Bay, DUMBO, and 
Red Hook in Brooklyn, and 
the Rockaways, Breezy 
Point, Belle Harbor, Broad 
Channel, and Flushing in 

neighboring Queens.
Many residents ignored 

the mayor’s order to evac-
uate as the super storm 
roared up the Atlantic, but 
a number regretted their 
decision after the hurricane 
left behind a path of devasta-
tion.

Hundreds of homes 
burned to the ground as 
high winds pushed the 
flames from one block to the 
next in  Breezy Point, while 

raging floods and toppling 
trees brought down power 
lines in other parts of the 
borough.

At least eight people 
lost their lives in the Rock-
aways, which remained a 
dark hinterland nearly two 
weeks after the storm, with 
residents struggling to keep 
warm and find food. Elected 
officials blasted the tardy 
responses of the Long Island 
Power Authority and Con-

solidated Edison, prompting 
Gov. Cuomo to call for an in-
vestigation into the utilities’ 
performance.

The fallout was as excru-
ciating.

A Brooklyn couple walk-
ing their dog was crushed 
by a keeling hardwood. A 
Queens man was killed in-
stantly when a tree crashed 
into his home. Uprooted 
students were sent to other 
schools. Voters were dis-

persed to new polling sites. 
Cars lined up for gasoline in 
numbers not seen since the 
oil crisis of the 1970s.

Yet the most alarming 
question left in Sandy’s mer-
ciless wake was, “What hap-
pens now?”

Gothamites — an inspir-
ing subspecies with a well-
documented reputation for 
conquering cataclysmic 
events — responded with 
expected alacrity and atten-
tion to civic duty.

Men, women, and chil-
dren — the ones we see ev-
ery day walking along our 
streets, shopping in our 
stores, and seated next to us 
on the bus or train — chan-
neled their own losses and 
despair into assistance and 
support for others. 

The juggernaut of their 
grassroots action pierced 
through the darkness like 
a life-affirming ray of sun-
shine, and astounded, 
humbled, and indebted us 
here at Community News-
paper Group while we pre-
pared this special section of 
“Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors” during one of the 
worst crises ever to hit these 
parts.

The desire of both bor-
oughs’ residents to reach out 
and help was as indiscrimi-
nately passionate as Sandy’s 
chaotic path — from civic 
groups like the Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association organizing a 
Thanksgiving food drive, 
and Lifebooker donating 100 
percent of its proceeds to a 
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relief fund, to conglomerates 
like our parent company 
News Corporation pledging 
million-dollar donations to 
help ravaged New Yorkers 
regain their footing. 

Spontaneous goodwill 
drives by community groups 
brought relief that the fed-
eral government wasn’t able 
to provide.

Residents comman-
deered trailers to deliver 
supplies to besieged regions 
and conducted flashlight 
vigils to bring their neigh-
bors out of the dark.

Donations also poured 
into the offices of lawmak-
ers, who fielded a rush of 
calls from constituents 
wanting to help. 

Civic groups put together 
dozens of carloads of items 
for storm victims, and as 
the pile of goods built up in 
churches and de facto res-
cue centers, the call went 
out for more volunteers to 
distribute the life-saving es-
sentials — one that was an-
swered in droves.

Junior’s Restaurant, air-
line JetBlue, the  Brooklyn 
Flea, and Rolling Orange 
Bikes were among the busi-
nesses that donated portions 
of their proceeds to relief or-

ganizations, while neighbor-
hood groups like the John 
Malone Community Center 
in Bergen Beach collected 
and distributed clothing, 
blankets, cleaning supplies, 
toiletries, food, and water.

Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League, based in Whites-
tone, motivated its network 
of families and sponsor-

ship organizations to drive 
truckloads of supplies to the 
Rockaways.

Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center 
opened its doors to patients 
vacated from local nursing 
homes, while the Owl’s Head 
Running club coordinated a 
benefit run to Broad Chan-
nel.

Flushing’s Buddhist Tzu 
Chi Foundation prepared 
meals and delivered them 
to residents in the devas-
tated neighborhoods of 
Broad Channel and Breezy 
Point.

The Brooklyn and 
Queens chambers of com-
merce also stepped in to cre-
ate helpful resource guides 

with vital information and 
phone numbers for Sandy-
shattered businesses to con-
tact for help with emergency 
loans, disaster assistance 
and insurance assessment.

We hope these pages will 
provide our faithful readers 
with a glimpse into the Her-
culean endeavors mounted 
by generous and spirited 

fellow New Yorkers, whose 
efforts to transform trag-
edy into triumph have been 
success stories of the most 
extraordinary kind.

We are also confident that 
our reports will make you as 
proud as we are to be part of 
a city that shows the world 
how to come together when 
calamity strikes home. 
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Want to help neighbors who 
are suffering following Hurri-
cane Sandy?

There are plenty of ways to get 
involved in the cleanup and re-
covery effort here in Brooklyn. 

The city needs volunteers in 
all of its storm shelters. Most 
don’t have phone numbers, so 
volunteers may need to show up 
and find out how they can help:

St. between Seventh and Eighth 

-

available at www.google.org/

is hosting donation drives — 

check daily to find locations at 
www.nybloodcenter.org.

distributing hot meals and sup-

Houses, who remain without 
power. 

To assist those in need, drop 
off flashlights, batteries, soap, 
paper towels, and non-perishable 
food at the group’s headquarters 

-

-

-
unteers and donations.

-

teers with service providers based 
on participants’ skills and loca-

fill out the form at newyorkcares.
org/volunteer/disaster.

art therapists to visit children in 
family shelters. 

-
movement.org.

collecting school supplies, food, 
and household items for the fami-

-

both volunteers and donations. 
See what kind of help they need at 

Occupy Sandy, the storm relief 
offshoot of Occupy Wall Street, 
is continuing its recovery efforts 
across the city. 

occupysandy to see where they 
need help the most. 

 — Danielle Furfaro

alone.

agencies as well as utilities 
are offering assistance to 
Hurricane Sandy victims 
who lost homes, suffered 
property damage, and re-
main without power as a 
result of the storm. Here’s 
a sampling of the help you 
can receive.

-
tained property damage in 
Hurricane Sandy can apply 

Emergency Management 

To request federal aid, 
register at disasterassis-

applicants have their ad-
dress, insurance informa-
tion, and Social Security 

number ready. 

assessors will visit dam-
aged properties and sur-
vey the conditions. The 
agency won’t give a time-
line for how long residents 
must wait before receiv-
ing funds — it could range 
from a week to more than a 
year, officials said. 

-
tinuing to hand out emer-
gency relief supplies to 
Hurricane Sandy victims 
throughout the five bor-
oughs. Volunteers are also 
acting as a referral service, 
so victims can be connected 
to government agencies 
that can give them the most 

or visit nyredcross.org.
-

-
fering merchants hit hard 
by Hurricane Sandy low-
interest disaster loans of up 

replace damaged property 
and inventory. To apply, 

or visit sba.gov.
-

partment of Housing and 

-
rium on foreclosures and for-

-

home mortgages — with no 
paperwork required.

spoiled during power out-
ages that lasted more than 

-
riod. Visit coned.com to file 
a claim.

says gas has been fully re-
stored to its Brooklyn and 

-
gram to assist customers 
re-establish their natural 

-

-
tims are entitled to receive 
credit for each day they did 

-
timum service as a result 
of the storm — even when 
your home had no power. 
Visit optimum.net/credit to 
notify the company of the 
dates you didn’t have ser-
vice to get the credit added 
to your account.

— Danielle Furfaro  
and Tom Tracy
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MCU Stands with 
Our Valued Members

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, many of our members were  

severely impacted and are in need of emergency assistance.  

MCU’s Member Assistance Program is here to help members 

access emergency funds to assist them with their immediate recovery needs. 

The following emergency credit solutions are available to eligible*  

MCU members:

*Emergency credit solutions are subject to evaluation of individual member creditworthiness.

**MCU VISA® Cardholders must be current and in good standing.

Federally insured by NCUA

Emergency Personal Loan - Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU to apply 

for  $1,500 to help cover emergency expenses. Higher loan 

amounts are available upon request.

Replacement Auto Loan - Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO if your  

car was damaged during the storm and you have suffered a 

total loss.

Emergency Credit Line Increase - Call 1-800-481-7338 to 

receive an instant $500 credit line increase on your MCU  

VISA® Card.**
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© 2012 New York Community Bank- Member FDIC                                                                              © 2012 New York Commercial Bank- Member FDIC

Donations accepted at all NYCB Family of Banks branch locations. For list of branches, 
visit NYCBFamily.com or call (877) 786-6560

 

Hurricane sandy relief fund
make a donation today to help with the 

lifesaving response to this deadly disaster.

The NYCB Family of Banks has set up the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. You can help by making a 
donation today.  Your contribution will have even >more® of an impact, since NYCB will match your 
contribution. The combination of your donations and NYCB’s matching contributions will provide up 
to $150,000 in assistance to those in need. Ask a branch representative for even >more® details.

NYCB CARES
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BY JOE ANUTA

After a Chinese tourist died 
from a brutal robbery in Flush-
ing last month, her relatives’ only 
wish is to take her remains back 

to their hometown, but instead 
they are mired in a tangle of red 
tape in Queens.

“We are exhausted. We just 
want this to be over,” Wei Yang 
said through a translator during 
an interview conducted with him 

and his wife, Liu Li.
He is the brother of Haiyan 

Yang, the 37-year-old who was vis-
iting America when three weeks 
into her trip she was hit so hard 
during a downtown mugging that 
she was pronounced brain dead. 

Yang died from her injuries in 
late October.

Police arrested Brian Rodri-
guez, 35, of Long Island, and the 
Queens district attorney charged 
him with assault and robbery, 

Continued on Page 18

Body of slain tourist stuck in US
Yang’s brother struggles with paperwork in Flushing to bring her remains to China

Ricardo Perdad (r.) and Ashmeena Teakram, both from the P.V. Amman Temple of North America in Flushing, portray Hindu figures Ravana and Sita during a 
Diwali celebration in Richmond Hill. According to the religion, Sita was stolen by a demon Ravana but later rescued by Rama. Photo by Christina Santucci

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Flushing blaze
severely burns
woman victim

BY JOE ANUTA

A woman was critically in-
jured earlier this month when 
fire gutted a home on the border 
of Flushing and Whitestone that 
may have housed an illegal apart-
ment.

The FDNY received a call 
around 11 p.m. Nov. 3 about a fire 
in a two-family home on Willets 
Point Boulevard near 146th Street. 
The blaze went to two alarms, and 
it took a team of some 100 of the 
city’s Bravest about an hour and 

Continued on Page 17

QGuide Page 37Page 5, 20-33

Relief begins to reach
hard-hit south Queens

QQQGGQ uuiuidedeee QGuide PaPaPagegee 33  77Page 37

Playing songs 
for Sandy

See coverage on Pages 16, 32.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Three people were ar-
rested in connection with 
an ongoing con game that 
has plagued some members 
of the Chinese community 
in Flushing for months, au-
thorities said.

The NYPD has re-
ceived numerous reports of 
a group of people approach-
ing pedestrians on the 
street and promising them 
good luck in exchange for 
borrowing a sack of money 
that they do not return, ac-
cording to a police source. 
The con artists in the neigh-
borhood have been taking 
advantage of many beliefs 
associated with Chinese 
culture about luck, accord-
ing to the office of state As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing).

In this case, Meigu 
Chen, 44, of 43-70 Kissena 
Blvd.; Jia Lan Zhou, 44, of 
133-01 Sanford Ave.; and 
Xiufang Zhou, 50, of 132-25 
Maple Ave., were arrested 
last weekend and charged 
with grand larceny, schem-
ing to defraud and fraudu-
lent accosting, according to 
a criminal complaint filed 
by the Queens district at-
torney.

At about 1 p.m. Oct. 
30, Chen and Jia Lan Zhou 
allegedly approached a 58-
year-old woman near the 
corner of 41st Avenue and 
College Point Boulevard 
and asked her if she would 
like to meet “the old man 
with the powerful Buddha,” 
the complaint said.

When the woman 

agreed, the pair told her to 
meet them back at the same 
location the next day, and 
when she did, they told her 
to withdraw all her money 
from the bank and buy 
three apples, the complaint 
said.

After the woman took 
$12,000 out of the bank and 
purchased the three items 

of fruit, she was taken to 
Xiufang Zhou, who told her 
that in order to meet the old 
man with the powerful Bud-
dha, she had to place the 
money and the fruit into a 
plastic grocery sack along 
with all of her jewelry, ac-
cording to the complaint.

When she did, Xiafang 
Zhou took the bag and told 

her that when she picked 
up the money and jew-
elry again in two weeks, it 
would be blessed, the com-
plaint said.

The woman protested 
and was then given a simi-
lar-looking plastic bag and 
told by Xiufang Zhou to go 
home and not look inside 
the bag for two weeks, the 
complaint said.

The woman peeked 
inside the bag once she ar-
rived at her house only to 
find a bottle of water and 
chocolates, the complaint 
said.

The $12,000 and two 
necklaces worth $8,000 
were not inside the bag, ac-
cording to a police source.

Nearly two weeks lat-
er, the woman was riding 
the bus and recognized at 
least one of the suspects on 
board and called police, a 
source said, leading to the 
trio’s arrest.

In response to the rash 
of crimes, which have been 
happening in New York and 
San Francisco, the 109th 
Precinct, which covers a 
large swath of northeast 
Queens including down-
town Flushing, is launch-
ing an initiative to reach 
out to banks in the area, 
alerting them to keep their 
eyes out for any suspicious 
withdrawals that could 
help stop the scams.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing driver who 
fell asleep at the wheel of 
a tour bus in Virginia was 
found guilty last Thursday 
of causing the deaths of 
four passengers.

Kin Yu Cheung faces 
up to 40 years behind bars 
at his Jan. 23 sentencing 
after he nodded off while 
transporting nearly 60 pas-
sengers aboard a Sky Ex-
press Bus Co. bus in May 
2011, according to Caroline 
County District Court, 
which is located near Rich-
mond, Va .

The bus, bound for 
Chinatown in Manhattan, 
veered off to the right-hand 
shoulder of I-95 near Rich-
mond, Va., and overturned, 
killing four people and in-
juring a host of others.

Caroline County Cir-
cuit Judge Joseph Ellis told 
Cheung that his conduct 
was “so gross and wanton” 
that he had no choice but to 
find Cheung guilty, accord-

ing to the Charlotte Observ-
er. Each of the four counts 
of involuntary manslaugh-
ter, which correspond to 
the four people killed, car-
ries a maximum charge of 
10 years in prison.

Two out of the four 
passengers who died were 
from southeast Queens. 
Karen Blyden-Decastro, 46, 
of Cambria Heights, and Jo-
sefa Torres, 78, of Jamaica, 
both perished in the crash.

Many of the remaining 
passengers were taken to 
area hospitals and treated 
for various injuries.

Sky Express Bus Co. 
was initially shut down by 
the federal government af-
ter the crash , but the compa-
ny continued to sell tickets 
anyway, according to a U.S. 
Department of Transporta-
tion official. The company 
was eventually stopped by 
a cease-and-desist order, 
the department said.

A report released 
last year by the National 

The 109th Precinct, headed by commanding officer Deputy 
Inspector Brian Maguire, is working with Flushing banks to try and 
prevent future con artists from taking advantage of neighborhood 
senior citizens.

Alleged con artists arrested
Trio used good luck scam on Flushing woman to steal $12K, jewelry: DA

Flushing driver guilty 
in fatal Va. bus crash

Kin Yiu Cheung (l.) stands with his lawyer Murray Janus after 
Cheung was arraigned in 2011. AP Photo/Michael Felberbaum

Continued on Page 18
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All Proceeds Go to Benefi t Animals in Need!

Please Donate or Come Visit!

Buy Items Such as Those Listed Below for our Four-Legged Friends.

All Funds Received Used for Animals in Need of Care

Framed Pictures / Paintings
Small Appliances
Dinnerware
Pet Supplies  
Antiques
Knick-knacks
Handcrafts
Lamps
House Wares

Cookbooks
Handbags / Totes 
Collectibles
Glassware
Linens
Baskets
Jewelry
Colognes / Perfumes

40-08 Corporal Kennedy St.

Bayside, NY 11361
718.279.8191

www.TheWorthyPause.org

Store Hours: Mon. & Wed. —Fri. 12:30-5:30

The Worthy Pause is An All-Volunteer Staff. Advice Free. Traps Available.
Vets Who Participate Help Spay, Neuter your Feral or Family-Owned Pets.

Queens College green project has new meaning after Sandy
Small contribution to relieve burden on sewer system is piece of larger plan to fi ght fl ooding
BY JOE ANUTA

The record storm 
surge of Hurricane Sandy 
not only devastated por-
tions of Queens, but also 
started a discussion about 
how vulnerable the city is 
to the forces of Mother Na-
ture.

Flooding has always 
been a problem in certain 
portions of the borough. 
While Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo has floated the idea 
of storm surge barriers, 
dam-like contraptions that 
would prevent record sea 
heights from inundating 
certain low-lying areas, 
a Queens institution last 
month unveiled an example 
of how the Bloomberg ad-
ministration plans to keep 
other flood-prone areas of 
the borough dry.

In flood-prone portions 
of Queens, the problem is 
the city’s antiquated sewer 

system, which cannot han-
dle the rush of stormwater 
during prolonged or heavy 
rains.

But instead of spend-
ing money on trying to 
repair the mammoth net-
work, Bloomberg decided 
on a policy shift that fun-
nels money into keeping 
water out of the system in 
the first place.

Over the next two de-
cades, the city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion is set to spend $5.5 bil-
lion to ensure that the vast 
network of pipes, drains 
and treatment plants op-
erate within their means. 
Currently during heavy 
rains, the system becomes 
so overburdened it ejects 
a mixture of sewage and 
stormwater into areas like 
Flushing Bay and also 
backs up onto city streets 
and sometimes into resi-
dents’ homes.

Instead of spending 
that money on system up-
grades, nearly half of DEP’s 
investment will go toward 
what is known as green in-
frastructure.

“It’s more expensive 
to retrofit the system,” said 
DEP Commissioner Carter 
Strickland last month at 

Queens College. “The ul-
timate goal is to find the 
most cost-effective solution 
... but also to make water-
ways cleaner and more en-
joyable.”

With the help of a 
nearly $400,000 grant from 
DEP, the college built 
what appears to be a brick 

courtyard, but in actual-
ity behaves more like a 
large sieve. Between the 
bricks is a permeable rock 
subsurface where water 
is absorbed and naturally 
released into the ground 
instead of rushing into the 
sewer system.

At the unveiling cer-
emony, Strickland stood 
on a hill above the plaza 
wielding what appeared to 
be a small fire house and 
unleashed a torrent of wa-
ter toward a throng of on-
lookers.

But instead of wetting 
the crowd’s shoes, the water 
was completely absorbed 
into the seemingly imper-
meable surface — a sight 
Queens College President 
James Muyskens likened to 
magic.

Green infrastructure 
projects, like the college’s 
three rain gardens, are part 
of an initiative started by 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
in 2002, when the city be-
gan to turn away from the 
daunting task of expand-
ing capacity throughout 
the 7,000 miles of pipes that 
carry water around the city 
and to treatment plants.

Some infrastructure 
improvements are still 
needed. For instance, parts 
of Springfield Gardens did 
not have sewers until this 
year.

But on a larger scale, 
the mayor’s Green Infra-
structure Plan aims to use 
projects like the one in-
stalled at Queens College to 
keep rainwater from caus-
ing overflow events, and 
thus preventing raw sewage 
from discharging and pol-
luting the city’s waterways 
and floodwaters from pool-
ing in the city’s streets.

A group of officials and university brass, including Department of 
Environmental Protection Commissioner Carter Strickland (sec-
ond from l.-r.) and Queens College President James Muyskens, 
snip a ribbon on a new environmentally friendly project. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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Michelle Gonzalez, with her Yorkie Chiquita, voted for President 
Barack Obama in Ozone Park. Obama received a record 
high percentage of the Hispanic vote across the country. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Qns pols say GOP 
alienated Latinos

BY REBECCA HENELY

After President Barack 
Obama received record 
support from the Hispanic 
population during his re-
election last week, Queens’ 
Hispanic legislators said it 
was the Republican Party’s 
hard-line stance against 
immigration reform that 
lost challenger Mitt Rom-
ney the vote.

“This is not the party 
that shares our ideals,” 
said state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights).

A former Massachu-
setts governor, Romney 
picked up 27 percent of the 
Hispanic electorate’s vote, 
according to exit polls, 
a marked decrease from 
when fellow Republican 
nominees U.S. Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) won 31 
percent in 2008 and former 
President George W. Bush 
captured 44 percent in 
2004.

Moya said Romney’s 
suggestion in a January 
debate that undocumented 
immigrants should engage 
in “self-deportation” — i.e., 
allowing business own-
ers access to data to check 
if a potential employee is 
undocumented, thereby 
encouraging non-citizens 
not to find work in Amer-
ica and to go back to their 
country of origin — earned 
him the Hispanic elector-
ate’s ire.

Strong anti-immigra-
tion laws in the Republican-

majority states of Arizona 
and Texas, the Republican 
Party’s recent rejection of 
the DREAM Act to allow 
young undocumented im-
migrants a path to perma-
nent residency and the vili-
fication of undocumented 
immigrants also lost the 
GOP the Hispanic popula-
tion’s vote, Moya said.

State Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said 
while there is a conserva-
tive and religious strain to 
the Hispanic population, he 
said much of the younger 
Latino population is be-
coming more politically en-
gaged in their communities, 
setting up families in the 
states rather than making 
some money and returning 
to their countries of origin. 
As a result, many of them 
are voting Democratic.

“When you talk about 
the conservative Latinos, 
you’re talking about the 
older Latinos,” he said.

Peralta predicted that 
the voting bloc would cre-
ate influences closer to 
home in the future. In the 
last primary elections in 
Queens, Latinos made up 
20 percent of the vote and 
he predicted they would 
have a major effect on the 
2013 mayoral race, together 
with Asian-American and 
black voters.

“It’s going to become 
very difficult for any may-
oral candidate to win with-
out it,” Peralta said of the 
minority vote.

Dems get shaky Senate win
Party appears to have majority but control of house not clear

BY REBECCA HENELY

State Senate Demo-
crats in Queens were con-
fident they had won control 
of the upper house and had 
an opportunity to advance 
their agenda, but a Queens 
College professor said a ma-
jority may not equal unity.

The Democrats have 
seemingly emerged victo-
rious in five races across 
the state will determine the 
outcome of the makeup of 
the Senate for the next two 
years. In Queens, Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) kept his seat against 
a strong challenge from City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). State As-
semblyman George Latim-
er (D-Mamaroneck) beat 
Republican Bob Cohen for 
retiring Sen. Suzi Oppen-
heimer’s (D-Mamaroneck) 
seat. Democrat Ted O’Brien 
also defeated Assemblyman 
Sean Hanna (R-Mendon) for 
retiring Sen. James Alesi’s 
(R-Perinton) position.

Democrat Terry Gip-
son also seemed likely to 
unseat Sen. Stephen Sa-
land (R-Poughkeepsie) and 

Democrat Cecilia Tkaczyk 
appeared to win over As-
semblyman George Ame-
dore (R-Rotterdam) in a bid 
for a new 63rd District seat 
drawn around Albany, but 
the margins were so small 
that absentee ballots were 

still being counted as of 
Tuesday evening.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), chairman of 
the Democratic State Senate 
Campaign Committee, said 
he felt sure the Democrats 
had won the upper house. 

He said the 33-30 majority 
would give Democrats op-
portunities to pass legisla-
tion to increase minimum 
wage, institute campaign 
finance reform, strengthen 
gun control laws and pro-

State Sens. Joseph Addabbo (l.) and Malcolm Smith shake hands in the Rockaways. Addabbo’s race 
to keep his seat against challenger City Councilman Eric Ulrich was one of five said to give the 
Democrats a majority in the Senate. Photo by Christina Santucci

Gay councilmen hail LGBT victories
BY REBECCA HENELY

Queens’ two openly gay city 
councilmen said they were buoyed by 
the general election last week when 
three states voted in favor of same-sex 
marriage and many LGBT politicians 
won higher office across the country.

“It was a fantastic night for the 
LGBT movement, one that I found per-
sonally motivating and reinvigorat-
ing,” said Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights).

Both Dromm and Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said they were happy three states — 
Maine, Maryland and Washington — 
passed voter referendums approving 
marriage equality and that several 
gay and lesbian candidates won seats 
in Congress, including current U.S. 
Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.), who 
will become the first openly gay sena-

tor.
Baldwin beat out former Wis-

consin Gov. Tommy Thompson, who 
tried to paint her as an ideologue with 

a weak defense record, for the seat of 
outgoing U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl (D-Wis.).  
Baldwin claimed Thompson used 
his health care company to secure a 
contract to treat 9/11 responders but 
never delivered the care.

Van Bramer and Dromm said the 
elections were an indicator that na-
tional public opinion on LGBT rights 
is changing.

“I think some of these things I 
thought would happen I never thought 
they would happen this quickly,” Van 
Bramer said. “I think what has been 
really dramatic is the pace at which 
equality is kind of marching at this 
point for the LGBT community and I 
think that’s breathtaking.”

Dromm said he did not believe 
civil rights such as marriage should 
be put to a popular vote, but he said 
the decisions in the three states 

Openly gay City Councilmen Daniel Dromm 
(l.) and Jimmy Van Bramer (second from 
l.), seen here after marriage equality was 
passed in New York state, hailed three 
other states voting to make same-sex 
marriage legal in the 2012 elections. Van 
Bramer is hugging his now-husband Dan 
Hendrick.

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 34
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Howard Beach fi ghts storm’s aftermath
Residents believe city should have declared evacuation before water rushed into their homes

BY STEVE MOSCO

While celebrities and 
elected officials display 
some post-Hurricane Sandy 
goodwill  in hard-hit places 
like Far Rockaway and 
Staten Island, residents in 
a small Queens community 
are gutting their basements 
and wondering where to go 
from here.

Howard Beach was 
classified as Zone B be-
fore the storm unleashed 
its fury, so there was no 
mandatory evacuation or-
der given. As such, many 
people living on the side 
streets adjacent to Cross 
Bay Boulevard stayed to 
weather the storm and were 
left unprepared for much of 
the destruction to come.

Walter and Josephine 
Nowich were in their home 
on 92nd Street when they 
noticed water rushing up 
the street. They grabbed 

what they could and headed 
to a friend’s house in Lin-
denwood.

“It felt like a matter of 
seconds before cars were 
floating down the street,” 
said Walter Nowich, whose 
finished basement was 
completely flooded.

The couple has lived 
in the house for 27 years 
and said if they had been 
alerted to the potential for 
flooding, they would have 
moved many of their valu-
ables and important docu-
ments to the second floor.

“My beautiful base-
ment is ruined,” said Jo-
sephine Nowich about the 
space that once featured 
couches, a bar and exercise 
equipment. “We could have 
saved so much, but we were 
never told how bad it would 
get here.”

The Nowiches are not 
sure if they will refinish 
the basement, but they are 

sure of one thing: the kind-
ness and strength of their 
community.

“The block really 
came together to support 
each other,” Walter said. 
“Life just has to get back 
to basics. We’re lucky to be 
alive.”

Stories like that of the 

Nowiches’ repeat through-
out Howard Beach with 
families pouring over per-
sonal items once stored in 
the basement that are now 
soggy and ruined at curb-
side.

A 78-year-old man, who 
would only give his name 
as Ed, lost his treasure, a 

1937 Packard luxury auto-
mobile. He also lost a pool 
table from the late 1800s, as 
well as power tools dating 
back to the 1950s.

“There isn’t much 
worth saving,” he said. 
“I’ve lived here since 1957 
and it’s all gone. I lost my 
life in a moment.”

A moment was all 
Jeinne Reskallah had to 
get out of harm’s way. The 
63-year-old resident on 90th 
Street watched as her son 
Giovanni, 23, was pulled 
from flood waters by rescu-
ers after he left the house. 
Reskallah, who believes 
Howard Beach should have 
been under a mandatory 
evacuation order, said the 
current was too strong for 
her son  to make it back, so 
she sought refuge with her 
daughter-in-law in her bed-
room.

Reskallah’s basement 
was also ruined, along 
with a treasure trove of 
collectibles the widow had 
amassed through the years. 
She lost paintings, Bugs 
Bunny stills, coins, Olym-
pic merchandise and much 
more, but she knows from 
experience that it is family 
that matters most.

Walter and Josephine Nowich stand in their Howard Beach basement, which was flooded during 
Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

An elected official in-
correctly said on the radio 
that the Long Island Power 
Authority told her it would 
take seven weeks to restore 
power to the Rockaways. A 
resident on the peninsula 
claimed the NYPD was 
turning back out-of-state 
power workers.

In neighborhoods left 
without electricity in the 
wake of Superstorm Sandy, 
rumors often fill the void 
left by the absence of reli-
able information, and the 
waiting for answers can 
often be just as agonizing 
as the wait for the lights to 
come on.

“We’re upset, and 
we’re upset because we 

don’t have answers,” state 
Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) said 
last Thursday in Belle Har-
bor, where he and other of-
ficials pointed the finger 
at executives at LIPA, Con 
Edison and the city and 
state governments for leav-
ing communities in the 
dark. “We want to know 
what’s going on. We want to 
know what’s happening. We 
want to know when is our 
power going to be coming 
back on and the problem is 
that we’re not getting the 
answers we need.”

The days following 
Sandy have not been the 
first time the city’s public 
utilities have been criti-
cized for their handling of 
a crisis, though the super-

storm has presented some 
unique challenges.

Last year, about 
25,000 Con Ed customers 
in Queens lost electric-
ity when Hurricane Irene’s 
high winds brought down 
trees and power lines in 
the borough. Con Ed said 
Sandy caused five times the 
damage that Irene did, and 
by Tuesday night it had re-
stored power to more than 
130,000 customers affected 
by the storm.Unlike Irene, 
however, Sandy brought 
massive flooding to parts 
of coastal Queens, and for 
those flood-damaged homes 
the timeline for turning 
the lights back on extends 
beyond the utilities get-
ting their infrastructure 

Communities search for answers 
as utilities work to restore power

Ulrich, Goldfeder castigate 
Red Cross response to Sandy

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The American Red 
Cross has come under fire 
by frustrated storm victims 
and elected officials in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
with many charging the 
organization’s relief effort 
in southern Queens started 
far too late and has not been 
nearly strong enough.

“I’ve seen just a lethar-
gic, slow response from the 
Red Cross,” City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) said. “Embarrass-
ingly minimal.”

Ulrich said he has 
been on the ground in some 
of the harder hit regions 
of Queens daily since the 
day before the storm and 
that the organization was 

nowhere to be found in 
the first few days after the 
hurricane. He also said his 
experience trying to work 
with the Red Cross to bring 
a mobile Tide Laundromat 
truck to Queens has been 
frustrating, with Tide and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
office saying the relief orga-
nization should ask Tide to 
respond, but the Red Cross 
telling Ulrich that was not 

the case. Ulrich said he is 
still waiting for an answer 
from the Red Cross.

On Sunday, he took 
to Twitter to express his 
anger, writing, “Maybe 
instead of running TV ads 
asking for money, Ameri-
can Red Cross should be 
helping my constituents. 
I wouldn’t give them a 
dime.”

A spokesman for the 
Red Cross, Michael Devul-
pillieres, acknowledged 
criticism of the organiza-
tion’s response to Sandy.

“We always wish that 
we could get there quicker 
and we understand that 
people are frustrated and 
people had difficulty find-
ing us early on,” he said.

A Red Cross van drops off sup-
plies at Beach 113th Street. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 45
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SUPERSTORM SANDY
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Easy Choice Medicare Advantage HMO & HMO-SNP Plans(1)… 

Make getting your prescriptions filled easy.
Looking for a plan that could help cover your prescriptions? Talk to Easy Choice.

Our all-in-one plans also include coverage for your doctor and hospital needs, feature additional 
benefi ts not covered by Original Medicare and can reduce your Part B premium by $76.50 a month.(2)(3)(4)

Make one easy call today! 

1-866-936-8133
(TTY/TDD: 1-800-662-1220) 

Member Services hours of operation:
Oct. 1, 2012, to Feb. 14, 2013, 7 days, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Feb. 15, 2013, to Sept. 30, 2013, Mon.–Fri., 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Oct. 1, 2013, to Dec. 31, 2013, 7 days, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Chef Marie Aflak

G R A P E V I N E
Mediterranean Kitchen

YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET
 SINCE 1995

866.701.3263     718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Corporate Gifts

Badges & Buttons

Electronics

Calculators

Computer Accessories

Eco Friendly Products

Pens (All Types)

Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars

Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets

Food Gifts

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

CALL FOR FREE
CATALOG

866.701.3263     718.969.3144

CORPORATE & TEAM

OUTFITTING
 Staff Shirts Giveaways
 Family Reunions
 School/Camps
 Organizations/Events

CUSTOM APPAREL
 T-SHIRTS
(Screen Printed or Embroidered)
 CAPS/HATS UNIFORMS
 JACKETS BACK PACKS
 BAGS TROPHIES

POPULAR BRAND  

WHITE TEE  

SCREEN PRINTED 

(1 COLOR) 

MIN. 144*

*SAME DEAL:  

SWEATSHIRTS $495 EACH

ONLY 

$295
EACH
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BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
The City Council  au-

thorized $500 million in 
emergency spending Tues-
day to make repairs to pub-
lic schools and hospitals 
damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy, coming on top of 
$134 million already ap-
proved by the city for the 
recovery effort and emer-
gency services.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, announcing the 
plan at a news conference 
in Howard Beach Monday, 
said the needed repairs are 
critical.

“We’re committed to 
doing everything we can 
to get public school build-
ings damaged by Sandy re-
opened as soon as possible 
and also make urgent hur-
ricane-related repairs to 
public hospitals,” he said.

The City Council 
unanimously approved 
Bloomberg’s plan Tuesday.

The plan allocates $200 
million to the city Depart-
ment of Education and $300 
million to the city Health 
& Hospitals Corp. and will 
be added to capital funds in 

the current fiscal year. The 
money will go to structural 
restorations, new electri-
cal systems, new 
boilers and other 
repairs.

Blo omb er g 
said that to his knowledge 
the city has never before 
made such an emergency 
spending provision be-
cause of a natural disaster, 
and the total cost of replac-
ing and repairing damaged 
city infrastructure may be 
billions of dollars.

“We won’t know the 
full cost for some time,” 
he said. “But we’re taking 
this step now because our 
public schools and public 
hospitals have immediate 
needs.”

Bloomberg made the 
remarks alongside Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), city Comp-
troller John Liu and Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) at PS 207 Rockwood 
Park. PS 207 is one of 23 
school buildings closed for 
repairs, and Bloomberg 
said overall 26,000 students 
and their teachers had to 
resume classes at facilities 

elsewhere because of the 
damage.

“It’s an enormous num-
ber of students,” 
he said.

In addition, 
three public 

hospitals require exten-
sive repairs, including the 
Coler-Goldwater Specialty 
Hospital and Nursing Fa-
cility on Roosevelt Island, 
Bellevue Hospital Center in 
Manhattan and Coney Is-
land Hospital in Brooklyn.

The mayor unveiled 
his plan the same day it 
was revealed Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo is planning to ask 
the federal government for 
$30 billion in disaster aid to 
help rebuild after Sandy. 

Bloomberg said he 

hopes the federal govern-
ment will reimburse the 
city or pay outright for the 
costs of needed repairs, but 
the city cannot wait to ad-
dress the damage.

“We aren’t waiting for 
federal aid before taking 
action,” he said, saying the 
city owes it to people to re-
open hospitals and schools 
immediately.

He said when the city 
sees something that abso-
lutely needs to be done, it 
does it and thinks about the 
costs later.

“New York has always 
stood by its neighbors in 
the toughest of times,” he 
said.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg announces new emergency capital spending with City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and city Comptroller 
John Liu. Photo courtesy Bloomberg

A diagram shows where the footprint of the proposed stadium 
would go in Flushing Meadows Corona Park should Major League 
Soccer get its wish. Rendering courtesy Major League Soccer

Survey fi nds Queens 
wants soccer stadium

BY JOE ANUTA

Major League Soccer 
released a survey last week 
showing that seven out of 10 
Queens residents support 
building a new 25,000-ca-
pacity stadium in Queens.

The survey questioned 
a representative sample 
of 650 registered Queens 
voters, including a special 
focus on areas near the 
proposed site at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
which made up 150 of the 
respondents.

“There is tremen-
dous support for building 
a new pro soccer stadium 
in Queens. The seven in 10 
who are in favor of the proj-
ect are from across the de-
mographic spectrum, with 
strong support from the 
borough’s large soccer fan 
base,” the survey stated.

The survey was com-
piled by Global Strategy 
Group, a national public re-
lations company registered 
as a lobbyist for MLS, ac-
cording to a city database.

It paints broad sup-
port for a project that has 
grown more contentious 
as community groups in 
neighborhoods like Corona, 
Flushing and Willets Point 
rally to put the brakes on 
development in the bor-
ough’s largest greenspace. 
An over-arching group 
called the Fairness Coali-
tion, comprised of individ-
ual nonprofits, has led the 
charge to keep large proj-

ects out of the park.
MLS would like the 

stadium to be built on what 
is known as Industry Pond, 
a non-working watery relic 
from the 1964 World’s Fair 
that is situated at the end 
of a promenade extending 
roughly northeast from the 
Unisphere.

The plan has the sup-
port of state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
but according to Hilary 
Klein, lead organizer for 
Make the Road New York, 
a member of the Fairness 
Coalition, that land is heav-
ily used for recreation, and 
regardless of whether the 
pond is functioning, it is 
still open space that should 
not be taken away for a sta-
dium.

In addition, she said, 
the project should not be 
considered without taking 
into account other develop-
ments slated for Flushing 
Meadows.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. is trying 
to redevelop nearby Willets 
Point which includes a 1 
million-square-foot shop-
ping mall that will techni-
cally be built on parkland 
that is now a parking lot, 
and the United States Ten-
nis Association is propos-
ing to expand its borders by 
less than an acre.

Klein is skeptical the 
survey is a true represen-

City funds go to storm aid
Council allocates $500M to repair damaged hospitals, schools

Continued on Page 34

Adoption agency offers 
free information meetings

Family Focus Adoption Services hosts 
free bi-monthly information meetings for fami-
lies interested in adoption at its office in Little 
Neck.

No reservation is necessary. For more in-
formation, call 718-224-1919.

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BLOTTER

220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428

718.740.2524 topbingony.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

For More Information: Contact Barry Kessler, (516) 315-5305

Cops on the lookout for missing boro teen, 17
FRESH MEADOWS — Cops were 

seeking the public’s help in locating a 
17-year-old teen who went missing Oct. 26 
at around 6 a.m.

Police said Tyler Lyons-Tenney was 

last seen leaving his Fresh Meadows 
house.

He is described as white, standing 
5-foot-9 and weighing 160 pounds with 
brown hair and brown eyes.

Teen missing from home in Whitestone: Police

WHITESTONE — Police were asking 
for the public’s help in finding a missing 
16-year-old.

Cops said Natasha Almonte was last 
seen leaving her house Nov. 5 at around 

9:30 a.m.
She is described as a Hispanic girl 

standing 5-foot-5 and weighing 120 pounds. 
She was last seen wearing a gray jacket 
and blue jeans.

All-hands fire breaks out in Broad Channel

BROAD CHANNEL — A fire broke 
out in storm-ravaged Broad Channel Sun-
day, according to the FDNY.

Firefighters said the all-hands blaze 

started at a private house at around 4 p.m.
No injuries were reported and the in-

vestigation is ongoing.

Firefighters respond to a blaze on Cross Bay Boulevard in Broad Channel Sunday. 
Photo by William Thomas

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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DON’T WAIT! 
 The Medicare Annual

Enrollment Period
Deadline is December 7.

Call an expert in Flushing.

Group Health Incorporated (GHI) and HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) are Medicare Advantage organizations with a Medicare contract. 
GHI and HIP are EmblemHealth companies. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description, of benefits. 
For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium 
and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.

Y0026_123374 Accepted 10/30/12

1-866-213-9606, 8 am–8 pm, seven days a week.  
(For those with a TDD/TTY machine: 1-877-444-2786.)

CALL FOR IMMEDIATE HELP.

Call EmblemHealth to get expert advice on your Medicare 

choice. As a New York company, we’ve been providing health 

care solutions to Flushing for 75 years. We can help you with 

plans that include:

GET MEDICARE HELP 
BEFORE THE  
DEC. 7 DEADLINE.

0  

D

DECEMBER
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10 Daughter pays respects at site of  Flight 587 crash 
BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Every Nov. 12, Francisca 
Diaz travels to Queens to remem-
ber her mother, who was one of 
265 people killed when Flight 587 
crashed into Rockaway in 2001 
shortly after taking off from John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
for the Dominican Republic.

This year was no different.
At about 9:30 a.m. Monday, 

she visited a memorial in Rock-
away Park at Beach 116th Street 
to place a flower close to the en-
graving of her mother’s name, 
Petronia Hierro.

“We dedicate this day to re-
membering her,” Diaz said.

At the time of the American 
Airlines crash, Diaz’s mother had 
been traveling alone to visit one 
of her 12 children in Santo Do-
mingo, who had been badly hurt 
in a car accident.

“It was hard for him to ac-
cept. He was blaming himself for 
Mommy — for my mom’s death,” 
Diaz said.

Since 2006, a memorial cer-
emony has been held at the Rock-
away Park site, which is now sur-

rounded by piles of sand, debris 
and buildings battered by Hur-
ricane Sandy. On the south side, 
the boardwalk is split in several 
places and pieces are missing.

To commemorate the 11th 
anniversary this year, a ser-
vice attended by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg took place at Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church in the 
Bronx.  But several families — 
including Diaz’s clan — instead 
opted to go to Queens, where they 
took photos of loved ones’ names 
and walked to the water’s edge. 
Afterward, some planned to head 
over to Beach 131st Street in Belle 
Harbor, the actual crash site.

“I’m surprised no one is here 
today,” Diaz said.

Diaz said she had been un-
sure about this year’s memorial 
plans in the days leading up to the 
anniversary. She had received an 
invitation for an event in Queens 
a while back before the storm 
struck.

“After Sandy, they never let 
us know they were going to cancel 
it,” she said.

Several blocks away at the 
crash site on Beach 131st Street 

a single candle and a memorial 
card for Michelle Mills had been 
placed in front of a tree on the 
corner.

In the neighboring streets, 
the effects of the storm were vis-
ible. Several homes had been 
torched by fire during the hurri-
cane and piles of debris were col-

lected along the curb.
Ray Sullivan, who lives a 

block away, witnessed both the 
Flight 587 crash and the deluge 
and blazes brought on by Sandy.

Eleven years ago, he had 
been watching Regis Philbin on 
TV when he heard a plane over-
head.

“I thought it was a Concord 
it was so loud. And then we heard 
an explosion,” he said.

Sullivan got dressed, went 
outside and tried to direct traffic.

“They were doing what they 
could to put out the fire, but it was 
impossible,” he said.

Of those killed, 260 were 
aboard the American Airlines 
plane and another five were on 
the ground.

Late last month fire once 
again torched parts of Belle Har-
bor.

“There were embers coming 
over towards my house. We were 
just watching. There was noth-
ing we could do because the water 
was 6, 8 feet outside,” Sullivan 
said of a blaze on 131st Street, half 
a block down from the crash site.

After that fire burned out, 
the wind shifted, and another one 
began burning on Beach 130th 
Street, torching the popular Har-
bor Light Pub on Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and more homes.

“For myself, I lost two cars 
and my basement, but other peo-
ple had it much worse,” he said.

Francisca Diaz (front) stands beside her mother’s name on the Flight 587 me-
morial in Rockaway Park. She is surrounded by (l.-r.) her sister Orquidia 
Capellan, brother Omar Capellan and nephew Raymond Collado. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BIG HEART OF QUEENS
Except for a day or two without electricity, the north-

ern half of Queens suffered relatively little from Hurricane 
Sandy, but for two weeks people from Long Island City to 
Bayside have been doing what they could to help families 
in Belle Harbor and other communities devastated by 
winds, floods and fire.

In Bayside, Thomas and Irene Fennell filled their 
home with more than 100 bags of supplies, including toys, 
clothes, games and more that were sent to Breezy Point, 
where more than 100 homes burned to the ground during 
the height of the hurricane.

As she worked alongside family, neighbors and fellow 
members of Bayside’s Sacred Heart parish to load a truck, 
Irene said, “These people need our help. To think that they 
were left with nothing is so sad.”

A similar drive was held at St. Stanislaus Kostka Par-
ish in Maspeth, where athletic director Mike Locascio 
reached out to local organizations and fellow athletic di-
rectors to collect and ship supplies.

Bayside sports bar C.J. Sullivan’s also collected sup-
plies for storm victims. It is planning to host a bar crawl 
on Bell Boulevard Nov. 17 and another fund-raiser a week 
later.

In Long Island City, employees at the Purves St. Sculp-
ture Center hosted a weekend-long supplies collection. 
Another donation event will take place on the weekend of 
Nov. 24 at Martin Luther High School in Maspeth.

We are moved by their generosity.

VOLUNTEERS STILL 
NEEDED

The relief effort in Queens in the wake of Sandy has 
been impressive. Volunteers have given their time, but an 
organizer says more needs to be done.

“The No. 1 need is for volunteers,” said Alison Thomp-
son, an organizer at Belle Harbor’s St. Francis De Sales 
Church. “If you’re not that strong, there’s plenty of work 
to be done organizing in here. If you’re able-bodied, we can 
use you outside cleaning up and going door-to-door.”

There are elderly still in the cold and dark who did not 
obey the mandatory evacuation order. They cannot travel 
to get the food, medical supplies and assistance they need.

Every day trucks come bringing water, food, and sup-
plies, but more volunteers are needed to make certain the 
supplies get into the hands of those who need them.

Romney would have privatized Sandy relief

H
urricane Sandy, 
“the perfect storm,” 
showed President 
Barack Obama to 

be the perfect president to 
handle it. Before the first 
breeze trumpeting the im-
minent arrival of Sandy 
ruffled our hair, our presi-
dent was making arrange-
ments for the emergency 
relief of those who would be 
the possible victims.

And when the fear 
became a reality, he was 
ready and implemented 
all necessary government 

measures and visited the 
troubled scenes — and this 
time spent at the critical 
tail end of the presidential 
race. Ask Republican New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie. 
This was no Hurricane Ka-
trina scenario.

Imagine Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney in that position. 
During the June 13, 2011, 
Republican presidential de-
bate, he answered honestly 
that federal disaster relief 
was “immoral.” He said he 
would have the private sec-

tor handle it.
Disaster for profit. 

Why not? That greed-
oriented mentality would 
advocate for prisoners for 
profit by privatizing jails, 
human well-being for profit 
by privatizing health care, 
communication for profit 
by privatizing the U.S. 
Postal Service, education 
for profit by privatizing 
public schools, U.S. disaster 
response for profit by priva-
tizing Federal Emergency 
Management Agency-type 
activities, etc.

The privatizing for 
profit by him and his pri-
vateers goes on. Romney’s 
Bain Capital is the poster 
boy for these buccaneers. 
It is their piracy modus 
operandi: attack, capture, 
destroy and plunder.

The concept would be 
laughable if it was not so 
lamentable.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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Council members should be ashamed over soda law
An open letter to the 

City Council:

I 
had written to my city 
councilman, Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), 
about my family’s expe-

rience at the AMC Bay Ter-
race movie theater that was 
doing a trial run of the law 
which is to go into effect 
next March.

I thought it only fair 
to address each of you with 
respect to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s revision of the 
city health law to prohibit 
the sale of larger-than-l6-
ounce sweetened sodas. 
Although my granduncle, 
Mario J. Cariello, was the 
Queens borough president 
from 1963-69, I have never 
thought it necessary to 
write to a public official un-
til now.

I need to know from 
each of you how you could 
sit by while a tyrannical 
mayor promulgated a law 

that restricts the most 
basic of the personal free-
doms of your constituents: 
their personal diet. I can 
no longer go on like my apa-
thetic, sleepwalking fellow 
citizens who I see reading 
about the soda ban in the lo-
cal papers and plodding on 
like everything is okay.

Everything is not 
okay. Our founding fathers 
fought for the freedoms 
your chamber watched get 
taken away from the citi-
zens of New York City at 
the suggestion of a mayor 
and the rubber stamp of 
eight members of the city 
Department of Health. All 
of this was done without 
any semblance of a demo-
cratic process. In so doing, 
they restricted my abil-
ity, as a 5-foot-7, 165-pound 
person, to purchase a large 
Coke Classic to share with 
my family.

The same Department 

of Health allows me to pur-
chase a 32-ounce Diet Coke 
or Coke Zero, which con-
tains aspartame and phe-
nylalanine. Nothing about 
this law is okay. Although 
the local newspapers jok-
ingly ran portrayals of 
Bloomberg as a nanny, this 
is not a joking matter, and 
the restriction of a citizen’s 
rights should never be triv-
ialized.

I can assure you that 
neither King George III 
nor Napoleon restricted the 
diets of their citizenry. No 
government on Earth has 
the authority to infringe on 
that aspect of an individu-
al’s sovereignty, the right to 
choose what and how much 
they eat, for any reason.

You, as a Council 
member, not only represent 
me but yourselves in that 
chamber. What kind of in-
dividual elected to legisla-
tive office would sit by and 

watch an attack on what it 
means to be American: the 
basic freedom to choose 
what and how much we 
eat? I can understand that 
Bloomberg is a wealthy and 
influential citizen whose 
power has a broad sweep, 
but to sell out what we were 
taught in third-grade his-
tory about our basic free-
doms is unfathomable.

I sat by while 
your chamber allowed 
Bloomberg to hijack a third 
term by overturning a citi-
zen referendum restricting 
mayoral term limits to two, 
only to watch each of you go 
against the will of the citi-
zens and afford him that 
third term. I can no longer 
remain silent.

You would be short-
sighted to dismiss this 
letter as the ramblings of 
some lunatic as opposed to 
the outraged father of two 
children who need to grow 

up in a world where the gov-
ernment will both respect 
and protect their individu-
al sovereignty and inalien-
able right to enjoy the most 
basic of freedoms: the right 
to choose what and how 
much they eat.

Let me get this straight: 
Our soldiers are fighting 
the Taliban in Afghanistan 
while the mayor is telling 
us what and how much food 
we can put into our bodies? 
This is embarrassing to 
your legislative body.

If what Bloomberg did 
was legal and not contrary 
to our City Charter, then I 
need to know from each of 
you what you are going to 
do to amend the Charter 
and repeal this repugnant 
law to protect the rights 
of my fellow citizens from 
anything like this again.

If one of you disagrees 
with the words and senti-
ments expressed in this 

letter, I challenge you, indi-
vidually or collectively, to 
a debate on this issue in a 
public forum of your choos-
ing. If you agree, I need to 
know what you, as my rep-
resentative body, are going 
to do to address this wanton 
intrusion of government 
run amok.

This letter has been 
sent to each member of 
the Council with my own 
funds and, if I do not hear 
a response, I will make it 
my mission to awaken the 
Patrick Henry in each of 
those citizens you think is 
sleepwalking and you will 
wind up on the wrong side 
of history.

William J. Cariello III
Flushing

MTA fare increases 
not helping economy

T
he Metropolitan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority has an-
nounced that fares 

are going to increase on all 
mass transit lines, bridges, 
tunnels and commuter rail-
roads by next year.

This is outrageous. 
The public has enough to 
worry about due to the bad 
economy, and now another 
unnecessary and unfair 
burden is going to be placed 
upon them. Perhaps MTA 
executives should volun-
teer to take a substantial 
cut in their overbloated and 
uncalled-for salaries.

The commuters of this 

city are fed up with these 
constant fare increases. 
The service does not im-
prove with each one, but 
seems to worsen. People are 
going to have to shell out 
more money just to com-
mute back and forth from 
work, which is not fair.

Why can’t the state and 
federal governments help 
out the MTA? Where did 
all of that stimulus money 
President Barack Obama 
made available four years 
ago disappear to?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must 
include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously 
sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the 
property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

A
s New Yorkers, our 
day-to-day lives 
are full of honking 
cars, bumps on the 

sidewalk and a litany of 
curse words. It’s enough 
to make someone jaded. 
Every so often, something 
happens that wakes us out 
of our mundane routines. 
It shakes us to the core, 
threatens the fabric of our 
city, but we always emerge 
from it stronger.

On the Friday before 
the storm I, like most New 
Yorkers, thought Sandy 
would resemble Irene — a 
lot of panic for some gusts 
and a few inches of water. 
But after the storm hit and 
we saw the news reports 
(not on television, we lost 
power) it was heartbreak-
ing to see the devastation 

and destruction. Howard 
Beach, Broad Channel and 
the Rockaways all saw dam-
age beyond our comprehen-
sion. As I write this, none of 
these neighborhoods have 
power. It has been 12 days.

While the storm may 
have damaged property 
and destroyed basements, it 
could not break our resolve. 
The amount of support I 
have seen for those affected 
by the storm has been over-
whelming. Within 48 hours 
of the Sandy leaving, my of-
fice was flooded with dona-
tions from Queens, Brook-
lyn, Manhattan, along with 
people from Connecticut, 
New Jersey and other states 
calling to volunteer. We ran 
food, clothes, blankets and 
batteries — anything you 
could think of — to those 

affected. People came to 
my office with no car and 
no supplies, just looking to 
help out any way they could. 
I’d like to offer my thanks 
to everyone who pitched 
in. Locally, I’d personally 
like to thank the Glendale 
Civilian Observation Pa-
trol, the Glendale Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps, the 
Glendale Kiwanis Club, the 
Legacy Center, the Wood-
haven Residents’ Block As-
sociation, Zum Stammtisch 
Restaurant, the Teamsters, 
the Brooklyn Kitchen and 
all the other organizations 
that did their part. These 
organizations brought sup-
plies and transportation 
vehicles to aid those that 
were affected. Additional-
ly, hundreds of individuals 
stepped up to help those in 

need.
While we are still fo-

cusing on immediate needs 
of power and heat, we 
should take an important 
lesson from this storm: 
we are all family. Even if 
someone is honking at you 
in rush hour traffic, know 
that the person shouting 
curses is your brother or 
sister. Know that this per-
son will come to your aid 
whenever you need it, and 
they know you would do the 
same. We are tested time 
and time again, and New 
Yorkers never fail.

Assemblyman 
Michael Miller

Woodhaven

Storm shows New Yorkers’ soft side
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STORM DAMAGE?

DON’T HAVE AN AMENDOLA’S FENCE?  GO TO WWW. AMENDOLAS.COM TO SEE HOW OUR FENCE HELD UP DURING THE STORM!

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com NO

INTEREST
FOR 12

MONTHS!
†

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The

Huntington Area
(631) 760-9790

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sunday 11am-3pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.

Mon-Fri 11am-3pm

Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.

Mon-Fri 11am-3pm

Sat 9am-5pm

†Zero percent financing at 12 months with 25% down.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Other financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  See store or sales associate for details and limitations.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

CEDAR PVC

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

IMMEDIATE SERVICE AVAILABLE   CALL NOW!
COMPARE OUR QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE!  WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

ere in New York 
and other areas, 
the election process 
took a heavy toll on 

the results. This year, more 
than in the past, the con-
cept of early voting, absen-
tee ballots, affidavit ballots 
and late registration played 
a major role in casting bal-
lots.

Every 10 years in New 
York, election district lines 
are changed for the state 
Assembly and state Senate 
and Congress. Some regis-
tered voters, upon arriving 

at polling sites to vote, had 
to spend time finding the 
correct voting district.

We add to this the con-
fusion caused by chang-
ing some polling sites due 
to the problems following 
Hurricane Sandy. The new 
voting methods seem to be 
going back to the era be-
fore voting machines came 
into place. The sweeping 
changes in how we vote 
does not necessarily mean 
an improvement in voting 
procedures.

This year in most plac-
es we had a heavy turnout 
of people voting, especially 
since a presidential race 
was involved. All of these 
elements led to long lines 
and more time in partici-
pating in the election.

As we look at a map 
of how voting trends de-

veloped throughout our 
country, it seems more 
than ever we were divided 
geographically by region 
into two voting blocks, with 
Democratic President Ba-
rack Obama sweeping the 
heavily populated, indus-
trialized northeastern part 
of the United States. He also 
added the West Coast to his 
total, especially with Cali-
fornia taking the lead in 
that area.

As for Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney, he captured the 
southern and midwestern 
part of the country. In the 
case of the South, it was sol-
id with every state favoring 
Romney except Florida.

Now with the national 
election over, the question 
remains: Can these two re-
gions work together for the 

common good or will there 
be serious differences in 
the direction of govern-
ment policy?

During the 1950s, it 
was considered by many 
that the two major political 
parties were similar in for-
mulating national policy 
and dealing with political 
and social issues. Today, 
the two major parties have 
totally different views in 
how to best govern the 
country. That is expected 
to be a major concern dur-
ing the next four years of 
Obama’s second term.

In the Republican Par-
ty, it seems it had a stron-
ger candidate for president 
this year in Romney than 
four years ago, but circum-
stances weighed against 
him. He was facing an in-
cumbent who is a powerful 

public speaker. Obama was 
able to put his opponent on 
the defensive as he ran a 
well-organized campaign.

Hurricane Sandy 
changed the focus of the 
campaign during the final 
week before Election Day. 
It helped to project Obama 
as an effective national 
leader. In the final week of 
the campaign, it was diffi-
cult to maintain attention 
on the issues with most of 
the media dealing with the 
hurricane and its after-
math. It was a hard-fought 
campaign with the future 
of our county at stake.

Obama, like Romney, 
had some difficult situa-
tions to deal with, such 
as his less-than-effective 
performance in the first 
debate, but he was able to 
make a strong comeback 

shortly after that.
Romney was not able to 

make such a speedy come-
back, especially after mak-
ing some verbal gaffes dur-
ing speeches. Early voting 
should not be encouraged, 
since the circumstances 
may be different after early 
voting occurred and the 
person who voted early 
may want to change his or 
her vote.

In Queens, the all-
important Senate race be-
tween incumbent Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) has 
ended with Addabbo the 
winner with 56 percent of 
the vote. Addabbo will be 
begin his third term in of-
fice in January.

Hurricane Sandy provided boon to Obama during election

■

Political 
Action



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 15-21, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

15

 Every TV show you watch has a world of sound within, 

but you may not be hearing it. Th at’s because most flat-panel 

TVs have speakers that simply can’t reproduce the depth and 

detail of all that sound, so it remains trapped inside. To solve 

that problem, we developed the Bose Solo TV sound system. 

It reveals so much more of the sound you’re meant to hear, 

watching TV can feel like an entirely different experience. 

 No matter how many times you’ve watched your favorite 

shows, you can hear details you never noticed before. Subtle 

sound effects. Th e crisp, clear vocal that steals the spotlight 

in your favorite talent show. 

 Our fi rst one-piece solution for your TV. 

Proprietary digital signal processing allows this speaker to 

deliver more of the dialogue, music and sound effects you’ve 

been missing – clearly and naturally. So you won’t have to 

turn up the volume to hear it all. And Bose speaker array 

technology reproduces sound that’s wider than the screen, 

all from a speaker that fi ts neatly under your TV.* 

 Hear it for yourself. 

So call now to take advantage of our 

special, limited-time Audition offer. 

Hear the Bose Solo system in your 

home for 90 days, risk-free. And ask 

about making 12 easy payments, 

with no interest charges from Bose*.* 

Or visit our website to learn more, 

and discover why Bose is the most 

respected name in sound. 

*Th e Bose Solo TV sound system is designed for TVs with bases that are no wider than 20" and no deeper than 10.25." Most TVs up to 32" and many 40"-42" TVs meet these requirements. 

**Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate fi nancing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, 
charged when your order is shipped. Th en, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and 
interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active fi nancing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. Financing and audition offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without 
notice. Offer valid 8/30/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 90-day audition only and requires product purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability.

To order or learn more: Bose.com/solo 
1-800-905-1346, ext. CJ226

One speaker 
with no separate 

bass module needed. 

One connection 
to your TV and 

one plug to the wall. 
Th at’s it. 

One simple solution 
that fits neatly 
under your TV.* 

How can you watch every second of your 
favorite show and still miss so much?

Hear the sound and make up your own mind. 
But please act soon – this offer ends December 31, 2012.

FREE 
shipping to 
your home.

Not delighted?
FREE return 

shipping.

to try it, 
with no 

obligation.
90
DAYS

THE BOSE 90-DAY, RISK-FREE AUDITION.

Bose® Solo
   TV sound system 
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

When you’re a patient of Calvary, the choice is yours:
Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most 
unique and comprehensive.  For more than a century, 
it has been treating not only the physical pain, 
but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary 
eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time when 
people are most vulnerable, when attempting to 
move between home and hospital, or vice versa. 
Different from most other programs and services, 

Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the 
Calvary Family of Care”, they are cared for and 
guided to wherever and whenever they need to be...
whether in their own home, in a select nursing facility, 
or in our hospital. We hold their hands each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part 
of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and is just one more 
reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

South Asians mark festival of lights in Richmond Hill
Hurricane relief efforts cancel annual motorcade but do not damper spirits at Diwali celebration

BY STEVE MOSCO

Bright decorations adorned 
in a myriad of colors and lights lit 
up the dusk as revelers gathered 
to celebrate Diwali in Richmond 
Hill Saturday.

The festival of lights is ob-
served by Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists and others in South Asia. 
The five-day festival is centered 
on the new moon and is observed 
by lighting diyas — simple oil 
lamps — to signify the victory of 
good over evil in the individual.

Presented by the Divya Jyoti 
Association and the Arya Spiritu-
al Center, the celebration kicked 
off at the Arya Spiritual Center 
grounds, at 104-20 133rd St.

“Every year people come 
out and decorate in honor of the 
Goddess Lakshmi. We only have 
two major holidays in the Hindu 
religion. We’re looking to make 
Diwali a major community event, 
and it has been growing. We’re 
very excited about it,” said Lak-
shmee Singh, one of the founding 

members of the Arya’s festivities.
Diwali celebrations span a 

five-day period, each day being 
assigned a special significance 
as ordained by Hindu doctrine. 
The first day of Diwali, known as 
“Dhan-trayodashi,” is a day dur-
ing which one gives thanks for all 
spiritual and material wealth in 
one’s life.

Jamaica resident Meera 
Singh said Diwali always reminds 
her of her native Trinidad, where 
she was born, raised and spent 
many years celebrating this festi-
val of lights.

“I grew up into the religion,” 
said Singh, who spent the holiday 
in Richmond Hill for the first 
time. “In Trinidad at this time of 
year, we have a big celebration for 
the festival of lights, and I wanted 
to see if it was as big here as it is 
there.”

The party did not reach the 
heights of previous years, how-
ever, as the annual motorcade 
had to be canceled because there 
were not enough police officers to 

block off Liberty Avenue. Many 
members of the NYPD have been 
engaged in hurricane relief ef-
forts in Queens and other parts of 
the city.

But the stationary nature 
of this year’s celebration did not 
dampen the spirits of those who 
attended since they felt even more 
motivation to have fun and appre-
ciate their neighbors, especially 
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Lolita Maharaj, of Richmond 
Hill, said the parade helps bring 
the community together, espe-
cially youngsters, and is exactly 
what the community needs as 
neighboring areas continue to 
rebuild.

“It’s tradition,” she said. “It’s 
not just one celebration this year. 
It comes every year and no storm 
can stop it. We really cherish it 
and will always celebrate it.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.Dancers from the Natraj Center for Performing Arts take the stage for the Diwali 

celebration in Richmond Hill.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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17Bayside native wins Nobel Prize in economics
BY STEVE MOSCO

People usually assume 
the worst when the phone 
rings at 3 a.m., but former 
Queens resident Alvin 
Roth had a good feeling 
about who was calling in 
the early morning hours of 
Oct. 15.

The Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences jarred 
Roth from his slumber that 
night to award the Stanford 
University professor the 
Nobel Prize in Economic 
Sciences.

“I knew I was in the 
running for the prize, but 
I didn’t think it was very 
likely,” Roth said in a tele-
phone interview from his 
home in California. “My 
friends all claimed to know 
it was a definite.”

The academy cited the 
Bayside native for his work 
in “the theory of stable allo-
cations and the practice of 

market design.” According 
to the academy, the work 
“honors work that provid-
ed a deeper understanding 
of how markets work and 
put that knowledge to use 
for the practical benefit of 
humanity.”

Roth, who attended 
Martin Van Burn High 
School in Queens Village 
but did not receive a high 
school diploma because he 
left high school early , re-
ceived  the prize for work 
that made for better match-
ups among students and 
the schools they wish to 
attend and between kidney 
donors and recipients. Roth 
is credited with implement-
ing concrete uses for the 
matchmaking theories 
of UCLA professor Lloyd 
Shapley, with whom the 
economist will share the 
$1.2 million prize.

“It is really nice to be 
recognized for my work 

and win this award,” said 
Roth, who grew up near Al-
ley Pond but left Queens in 
1971. “The work that led to 

the award was one eureka 
moment among a thousand 
frustrations.”

Roth, the McCaw Se-
nior Visiting Professor of 
Economics at Stanford and 

a Stanford alumnus who 
will become a full faculty 
member at the start of 2013, 
is a pioneer in the field of 
game theory and experi-
mental economics and in 
their application to the de-
sign of new economic insti-
tutions.

Stanford University 
Provost John Etchemendy, 
who described Roth’s re-
cent arrival at Stanford as 
“fortuitous,” praised the 
economist as not only “an 
extraordinary research-
er and teacher, admired 
worldwide by other econo-
mists,” but also “a heck of a 
nice human being.”

Roth said the prize 
has sparked an interest in 
economics on Stanford’s 
campus and his students 
are listening more closely 
during his lectures.

“I’m sure my lectures 
are a lot more interesting 
now. Also, I’m probably 
funnier and more hand-
some, too,” joked Roth. 

“But I think they’ll get 
over it pretty quickly. The 
students in my class are al-
ready heavily into market 
design and the Nobel Prize 
will make little difference 
to them.”

One noticeable change 
in his life, Roth observed, 
is the media attention that 
has infiltrated his once aca-
demically tranquil life. The 
professor said he has been 
bounced around the globe 
and has made appearances 
on Swedish television.

And even though he 
appreciates the attention 
garnered for his chosen 
profession, he is anxiously 
anticipating a life without 
pre-dawn phone calls.

“I am looking forward 
to bringing my media ca-
reer to a gentle end,” he 
said. “And I have no plans 
to retire — we’re just hit-
ting our stride in market 
design.”

Economist Alvin Roth (l.) drinks to his Nobel Prize victory with col-
leagues. Photo courtesy Stanford University

a half to extinguish the 
flames that engulfed the 
two-story walk-up, accord-
ing to the FDNY.

One woman was criti-
cally injured in the in-
ferno, the FDNY said. She 
was listed as a patient at Ja-
cobi Medical Center in the 
Bronx, though her current 
condition was not known as 
of press time. 

Fire marshals were 
investigating the scene 
to determine the cause of 
the blaze, according to the 
FDNY. But a quick glance 
at the building shows that 
the wall was blackened by 
char marks and the siding 
had been melted away. Like 
permanent shadows, black 
smoke marks were visible 
on the outside of the house 
just above the basement 
windows.

According to the city 
Department of Buildings, 
someone filed two com-
plaints about the property 
Nov. 30, 2011.

The first complaint 
said the owner of the house 
illegally added an addition-

al apartment to the base-
ment of the dwelling.

The house is listed in 
the city’s database as a two-
family home, and two front 
doors open onto the front 
porch. One door leads to the 
ground-floor family dwell-
ing and the other leads to 
the second-floor dwelling. 
But a basement door near 
the garage also had its own 
doorbell.

A certificate of occu-
pancy, a document which 
stipulates the legal use of 
a building, was not imme-
diately available for the 
charred house.

But the certificate 
of occupancy for a nearly 
identical house down the 
street lists the permissible 
use for the first and second 
floors as family dwellings. 
The only things permitted 
in the basement is storage, 
a boiler room and a two-car 
garage.

The second complaint 
from November 2011 on file 
with Buildings said there 
was defective or exposed 
wiring on the second floor 
of the building. The com-
plainant said the fuses 
would blow out when mul-
tiple appliances were used 

in the apartment.
Department inspectors 

went out to the house twice, 
but could not gain access to 
the buildings so a violation 
was never issued and no ac-
tion taken.

The owner of the house 
is listed as David Dursu-
nyan, according to city 
documents. He could not 
be reached as of press time, 
but his son did not want to 
comment aside from con-
firming his father was not 
injured.

 It was unclear whether 
the house had an illegal 
apartment in the basement, 
but in general they pose 
a significant problem in 
Queens, according to Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall.

“Illegal conversions 
are frequently done in vio-
lation of existing fire and 
building codes, and consti-
tute a significant danger to 
tenants and other individu-
als living in the buildings,” 
she said on her website. “In 
addition, fires that begin in 
homes with illegal apart-
ments can easily spread to 
neighboring homes.”

Continued from Page 1

Blaze
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com

©
20

02
Q

PC
AB

N
A-

05
25

25

“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

although the charges are ex-
pected to be upgraded in light 
of Haiyan Yang’s death.

After news reached Wei 
Yang in Shanghai, he had to 
apply for a visa to enter the 
country and received help 
from the office of U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman (D-Bayside). 
The couple arrived in the af-
termath of Hurricane Sandy.

“Why did he have to 
hit her so hard?” asked Li, 
breaking down in tears. 
“They didn’t leave the family 
any chance.”

Rodriguez allegedly 
punched Yang on the side 
of the head while she was 
walking near the corner of 
Parsons Boulevard and 41st 
Avenue, the DA said. 

Haiyan Yang, who 
worked in sales, had a 10-
year-old daughter back in 
Guangdong, the family’s 
home province.

A single mother, Yang 
was not married, but in her 
20s adopted the child, Yong 
En Yang, after she saw the 
little girl on the street, her 

brother said.
Wei Yang and Li still 

have not told the daughter 
what happened and plan to 
take her into their home once 
they return.

But before any of that 
can happen, they must first 
traverse the legal obstacles of 
trying to get Yang’s remains 
out of the country.

“We did not expect there 
to be so much paperwork,” he 
said.

Instead of grieving, the 
couple said they have been 
going to hospitals, the medi-
cal examiner and the Chi-
nese embassy for nearly two 
weeks.

He already knew that 
bringing his sister’s body 
back to China in a coffin 
would be too expensive.

“We are not a rich fam-
ily,” Wei Yang said, adding 
that a car service to the Long 
Island hospital from Flushing 
and back cost  a half month’s 
expenses in China.

But once here they found 
out cremation requires a 
notarized signature from 
Yang’s mother, who was back 
home in Guangdong.

And so they sent a form 

back and as of Tuesday were 
still waiting for its return. 
They will have to produce a 
death certificate to the Chi-
nese embassy in order for 
them to get on a plane back to 
the country.

Luckily, Wei Yang and 
Li are staying with a Flush-
ing couple who are friends of 
Yang’s, and the Chinese com-
munity has caught wind of 
their plight and has donated 
funds that will go toward cre-
mation and raising Yang’s 
daughter.

“The support has been 
tremendous,” said Larry 
Swint, whose wife knew 
Yang in China and who has 
taken in the couple while 
they wait.

Wei Yang hopes to soon 
be able to bury his sister, but 
he also hopes that others in 
the immigrant community 
will listen to his story and try 
to protect each other, since 
many are far from friends 
and family, to ensure that 
a tragedy like this does not 
happen again.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta 
by januta@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Body
Transportation Safety Board showed 
that discount buses, also known as 
curbside carriers, run by companies 
like Sky Express Bus Co. to and from 
hubs including Chinatown in Manhat-
tan and Flushing in Queens, are seven 
times more likely to be involved in an 
accident than those managed by a tra-
ditional bus operator.

The report cited driver fatigue as 
an ongoing concern for bargain carri-
ers.

The crash caused by Cheung was 
not the only accident involving curb-

side carriers in recent years nor was it 
the most deadly.

In March 2011, three separate bus 
crashes raised eyebrows at DOT.

First, 14 passengers on a China-
town-bound bus were killed near the 
border of Connecticut and New York 
when the driver also allegedly fell 
asleep at the wheel, according to inves-
tigators. 

Then two days later, a Forest Hills 
man was killed in New Jersey after he 
crashed the tour bus he was driving 
from Chinatown to Pennsylvania.

Later in March, 23 people on board 
a bus operated by a Flushing company 
were injured in a crash in New Hamp-
shire.

Continued from Page 2

Bus driver

Boro Y hosts bereavement group

The Central Queens 
YM & YWHA, at 67-09 
108th St. in Forest Hills, 
is a nonprofit commu-
nity center offering 
services in Forest Hills 
ranging from education-
al to social and cultural 
events. The Y is now as-
sisting those in need of 
healing from the deaths 
of loved ones over a light 
kosher breakfast and re-

freshments.
The Brunch Bunch 

Bereavement Group 
enables participants to 
share their losses and 
feelings. Participants 
also have the oppor-
tunity to meet other 
people who have been 
in similar situations. 
The program provides 
door-to-door transporta-
tion whenever possible. 
The facilitator is Lauren 

Fredston-Hermann, the 
director of the senior 
center at the Central 
Queens Y.

To receive more 
information about the 
program or schedule 
an initial appointment, 
call Fredston-Hermann 
at 718-268-5011, Ext. 621. 
You can also visit cen-
tralqueensy.org.

— Kori Tuitt
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19FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 (888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

ROOFING SIDING

22

3695

1995

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

TL

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

Sale Prices Valid November 1st through November 30th
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Gas stations need generator backup: Weprin
BY PHIL CORSO

Fuel remained in high de-
mand more than two weeks after 
Hurricane Sandy swept her way 
through Queens as gas stations 
worked to restore electricity and 
provide relief to residents who 
had waited in long lines before 
the city imposed gas rationing.

In an effort to prevent anoth-
er gasoline crisis derived from 
stations losing power, state As-
semblyman David Weprin (D-Lit-
tle Neck) teamed up with another 
legislator to propose a bill requir-
ing gas stations to have backup 
power sources.

“It just makes common sense 
to be proactive and prepared for 
these increasingly destructive 
storms,” Weprin said. “It isn’t 
good for anyone to be unprepared, 
but especially our gas stations 
because of our reliance on gaso-
line.”

Weprin said long lines out-
side borough gas stations were 
not so much because of a shortage 
in fuel, but instead because of a 
shortage in options for drivers. 

The lawmaker joined with state 
Sen. David Carlucci (D-Nanuet) 
to draft legislation that would re-
quire gas stations to stock up to 
prevent long-term power outages 
in any future storms or disasters.

“If we can find a way to pre-
pare for a disaster, we 
should do it,” Weprin 
said. “I will do my part 
in Albany to see this 
bill becomes law long before an-
other Hurricane Sandy.”

The bill, Weprin said, was 
modeled after another that passed 
in Florida nearly five years ago, 

which required gas stations and 
wholesalers to have a generator 
capable of supplying at least 72 
hours of power in the event of an 
emergency. In both bills, Weprin 
said stations would be required to 
have the generator source power 

available for use no lat-
er than one day after a 
major disaster.

As motorists 
scrambled for fuel and spent 
hours on line, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg put gas rationing into 
effect Friday at 6 a.m.

The supply of gasoline 

throughout the city has become 
an ongoing issue since Hurri-
cane Sandy and the following 
nor’easter brought winds, rain-
fall and snow to the borough be-
ginning Oct. 29.

City Comptroller John Liu 
urged lawmakers last week to 
work to expedite the supplying of 
fuel throughout the city.

“The gas crisis is well beyond 
being a mere inconvenience,” Liu 
said. “People depend on gasoline 
to go to work, run their business-
es and to provide care for children 
and the elderly. The shortage has 

become a serious economic and 
public safety issue.”

Liu said the long lines that 
formed outside gas stations have 
put a drain on city residents, es-
timating the problem cost about 
$100 million in wasted time that 
could have been devoted to more 
productive work.

To prevent another crisis in 
which long lines form outside gas 
stations in the city, Weprin’s bill 
would require that gas stations 
within a half mile of an interstate 
highway or state/federally des-
ignated evacuation route must 
maintain operations at all of its 
fuel pumps using an alternative 
power source, the assemblyman 
said.

According to Weprin, anoth-
er storm like Sandy could poten-
tially damage the city’s ports and 
make resupplying fuel sources 
much more difficult when it is 
needed the most.

“We all need to be able to 
function as quickly as possible af-
ter a storm strikes,” Weprin said. 
“This is very serious.”

Cars wait in line on 21st Street in Long Island City for gas after Hurricane Sandy disrupted the supply chain. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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40 Years of Experience 

and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Plus $25 off each additional unit

2 Duette® Duolite™ Honeycomb Shades,  

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings,  

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings or  

2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Plus $50 off each additional unit

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheers or Modern 

Draperies or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

Plus $100 off each additional unit

SAVE $100*

WHEN YOU BUY:
Silhouette® Window Shadings and Luminette® Privacy Sheers

Save September 15 — December 15 on select Hunter Douglas window fashions.* 

What a wonderful way to fill your home with the beauty and warmth of the season.

Comfort and Joy,  
Now at a Savings.

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/12  – 12/15/12. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, 

you will not be entitled to a rebate. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. This rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights 

reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

BY STEVE MOSCO

As Howard Beach resi-
dents cleaned up after un-
welcome guest Hurricane 
Sandy, they were comforted 
by the relief efforts of one 
church right in their own 
backyard.

St. Helen’s Roman 
Catholic School, at 83-09 
157th Ave., became the com-
munity’s go-to relief cen-
ter offering displaced and 
distressed storm victims 
food, clothing, supplies and 
a place to recharge their 
phones and souls.

“A lot of these people 
still have no heat and no 
lights. This is a place where 
they can come and get a hot 
meal and take anything 
they might need,” said 
Sandy Pepitone, director of 
religious education. “And 
they can come from all 
neighborhoods 
and from all 
faiths.”

The relief 
center was the brainchild of 
Monsignor Alfred Lo Pinto 
and Donna Crockett, a pa-
rishioner and retired po-
lice officer. Donations have 
arrived from good-hearted 
residents, the Red Cross 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in 
the form of water, garbage 
bags, bathroom items and 
much more, but the most 
appreciated feature at St. 
Helen’s was, undoubtedly, 
the hot food.

“Have you had the 
chili?” asked one care re-
cipient, who chose not to be 
named. “I feel like I’ve been 
cold and wet for a month. 
This hot food warmed me 
from the inside out.”

St. Helen’s School, 
which teaches pre-kinder-
garten to eighth-grade, sus-

tained flooding 
damage in the 
cafeteria but will 
reopen this week 

to its usual inhabitants: 
children.

But Pepitone said the 
relief center would remain 
as long as there is a need for 
it in the community and as 
long as there are residents 
willing to donate their time 
to provide aid.

“Seeing the people help 
really renews your faith 
in humankind,” she said. 
“Sometimes we got so iso-
lated in our own worlds — 
to see people here helping is 

really heartwarming.”
Mother-and-son vol-

unteer team Bernadette 
Coyoy and Jason Sanchez, 
who sustained little dam-
age at their house in Lin-
denwood, felt it was their 
duty to pitch in and lend a 
hand to those who were far 
less fortunate.

“We felt guilty because 
we had no problems, we 
never even lost electricity,” 
said Coyoy, who welcomed 
neighbors and her son’s 
friends into the house for 
warmth and electricity. 
“We heard so many stories 
of people in real pain, we 
had to help.”

Coyoy’s son said he felt 
bad for friends and neigh-
bors who suffered greatly 
during the storm and was 
quick to let his friends en-
joy time in front of the tele-
vision while the power was 
out.

Church doles out relief 
to residents after storm

Youngsters (l.-r.) Liana Kerrigan and twins Taylor and Ashley 
Zaromatidis man a table stocked with shampoo and deodorant for 
hurricane victims. Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Elmhurst Hospital Queens Hospital Center Kings County Hospital

7901 Broadway
November 27

10:00 AM

82-68 164th Street
November 20

8:00 AM 

451 Clarkson Avenue
November 29

9:00 AM

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2013. Don’t miss out! Come to one of our 
free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 
1.800.881.2812 Monday-Saturday, 8AM-8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 1.800.881.2812. Lunes a 
viernes 8AM-8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 1.800.881.2812, Monday-Saturday, 8AM-8PM.  H0423_MKT1144 File&Use 10062012

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call us.

Confused by so many Medicare choices?
Relax. MetroPlus can point you in the right direction.

W W W. M E T R O P L U S M E D I C A R E . O R G
T T Y : 1 . 8 0 0 . 8 8 1 . 2 8 1 2

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
Hours of Operation: Mon – Sat, 8AM – 8PM

Sanitation out in force cleaning boro post-Sandy
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Although many resi-
dents and elected officials 
in ravaged regions of the 
borough have expressed 
frustration with some as-
pects of the city response to 
Hurricane Sandy, they have 
heaped praise on at least 
one agency for its quick re-
sponse to the storm: the city 
Sanitation Department.

“Those guys are the 
unsung heroes,” said a staff 
member for state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) at his water-dam-
aged district office in How-
ard Beach, saying Sanita-
tion workers have been out 
in force since the storm.

Sanitation crews were 
working 24 hours a day in 
the aftermath of Sandy, 
with shifts spanning 12 
hours and have cut back 
on regular trash collection 
in parts of the city to focus 
on cleaning up the storm-
ravaged areas. A week af-

ter the storm, crews had al-
ready picked up more than 
55,000 tons of refuse and 
debris citywide. 

Some people in south-
ern Queens said they saw 
crews clearing the streets 
days before they saw a Con 

Edison truck working to re-
store power or a city effort 
to provide food and other 
emergency supplies.

“No one was here but 
Sanitation,” Naomi Seitz, 
a Broad Channel resident, 
said about the city response 

in the first few days after 
the storm.

The clean-up effort 
does not only entail clear-
ing debris left in Sandy’s 
wake, such as downed tree 
branches and scattered 
trash, but it also requires 

removing destroyed furni-
ture and other possessions 
that have been discarded 
on the curb outside people’s 
homes.

In places like Broad 
Channel, where numerous 
houses were flooded by wa-
ter that reached 
many feet high, 
piles of debris and 
refuse sometimes 
were as tall or taller than a 
person after the storm.

Rudy S. Giuliani, a 
spokesman for City Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), said a week 
after the hurricane Sanita-
tion crews in Broad Chan-
nel were nearly done with 
a first round of removing 
debris and had cleared the 
streets almost to the toll on 
Cross Bay Boulevard.

“Cross Bay [had] a di-
saster with debris,” he said, 
pointing out that the bou-
levard had been backed up 
with traffic because there 
had “literally been an army 

of sanitation trucks” clean-
ing the streets.

The cleanup under-
taking was more unusual 
in some neighborhoods. In 
Belle Harbor, the depart-
ment had to remove sand 
that had blanketed the 

neighborhood.
“Sand [was] 

down there like 
a blizzard,” said 

Giuliani. “They had to plow 
it like snow.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg lauded sanita-
tion workers on their ef-
forts Nov. 6 at the Edgemere 
Queens East 14 Garage in 
the Rockaways.

“I’ve been visiting the 
parts of our city hit hardest 
by the storm,” he said. “And 
one thing I hear in all those 
places is the need for debris 
removal and the incredible 
work the Department of 
Sanitation is doing.”

Sanitation workers collect debris from the streets in Broad Channel. Photo by Karen Frantz
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Occupy Sandy spearheads Rockaway med center
BY KAREN FRANTZ

A team of grassroots 
organizers and volunteer 
doctors, nurses and social 
workers have pooled efforts 
to provide much-needed 
medical care in the Rock-
aways since Hurricane 
Sandy devastated the re-
gion, setting up a make-
shift medical center along 
one of the main strips and 
canvassing homes to assess 
people’s needs.

The center is orga-
nized by Occupy Sandy, a 
coordinated relief effort 
loosely associated with Oc-
cupy Wall Street that also 
has several volunteer and 
donation centers set up in 
hard-hit neighborhoods, 
such as Broad Channel 
in Queens and Red Hook, 
Brighton Beach and Coney 
Island in Brooklyn . 

The Rockaway medi-
cal center is located in a 
gutted building at Rock-
away Beach Boulevard and 

Beach 113th Street, across 
the street from an Occupy 
Sandy aid center and a 
block of burned down hous-
es. Organizers have called 
it the Yana Medical Center, 
“Yana” being the name of 
the community center that 
houses the aid site across 
the street and now stand-
ing as shorthand for “you 
are never alone.”

A doctor volunteering 
at the center, David Ores — 
or Dr. Dave as he is known 
by organizers and patients 
— said efforts to treat 
residents can keep some 
of them out of emergency 
rooms, freeing up resourc-
es for others. He pointed 
to providing medicine to 
patients with asthma and 
diabetes as an example.

“It’s a minor thing, but 
it prevents a big mess,” he 
said.

He spent his second 
day volunteering at the cen-
ter Friday, seeing patients 
and writing non-narcotic 

drug prescriptions for 
people who needed them. 
He said he was prescribing 
supplies for up to one month 
and once he first sees a pa-
tient at the center, he is able 
to write prescriptions over 
the phone.

Donning a leather bik-
er jacket, he gave a short 
lesson to volunteers on how 
to spot a diabetic patient 
who may be in immediate 
need of medical care based 

on their regular insulin 
dosage.

“Believe whatever 
they say,” he told them, say-
ing it would be rare to come 
across a diabetic patient 
who was unsure about his 
or her dose.

Meanwhile, another 
Occupy Sandy organizer, 
Sofia Gallisa, said Friday 
the group was sending 
nurses and other volun-
teers to go door-to-door to 

figure out where medical 
care was needed.

She said a number of 
residents who need medical 
assistance live in high ris-
es and public housing that 
were without working el-
evators or water, 
in some cases, 
and they may not 
be able to get out 
to see a doctor.

“We find there are a lot 
of people who haven’t been 
able to leave their apart-
ments, especially seniors,” 
she said.

Gallisa said she was 
frustrated with what she 
said was a lack of govern-
ment response centered on 
medical needs in the area 
and said to her knowledge 
Occupy Sandy was one of 
the first groups in the Rock-
aways knocking on doors to 
offer help.

She made her remarks 
the same day city Depart-
ment of Health medical 
teams started going from 

apartment to apartment 
in  high-rise buildings in 
the Rockaways and Co-
ney Island, an effort an-
nounced by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg the previous 
day on Thursday.

A spokes-
woman with 
the Mayor’s Of-
fice, Samantha 

Levine, said 11,403 doors 
were knocked on in the 
Rockaways and Coney Is-
land within the first two 
days of the effort and found 
that those people who re-
quired help most just need-
ed food and water. She said 
only 16 people were taken 
out of their homes for medi-
cal treatment, but those 
people were not severely ill 
and needed treatment for 
diabetes, asthma and anxi-
ety.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Occupy Sandy organizer Sofia Gallisa (second from l.) briefs volun-
teers on the day’s activities outside the Yana Community Center 
in the Rockaways. Photo by Karen Frantz
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL OFFERS!

Thinking about how to save 
on heating oil costs?

Think Petro!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   PLUMBING   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   HOME SECURITY

Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 678944. ©2012 Petro. P_12521

877.745.7730  petro.com

Find out why more of your 
neighbors choose Petro for their 
home heating oil and comfort 
services making us the 
#1 home heating oil 
company in the country! 
• Flexible price protection & SmartPay  
 monthly payment plans 
• Multiple service plan options 
• 24/7 local customer service & support

City plan helps speed home repairs
BY KAREN FRANTZ

The city is assess-
ing damage to houses and 
apartments in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy and has 
started a program to help 
owners quickly make need-
ed repairs, such as fixes to 
electrical systems that will 
help restore power.

The Rapid Repairs pro-
gram, announced by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg last 
week, allows homeowners 
to sign up with a Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency ID number to be 
matched with inspectors, 
electricians, plumbers and 
other tradespeople con-
tracted by the city to make 
fast repairs to damaged 
buildings.

“We have an awful lot 
of houses to get to.  It is go-
ing to take some time, but 
we’re trying to do this as 
fast as ever been done be-
fore,” Bloomberg said at a 
news conference Tuesday.

The program is a 
shortcut to the regular 
FEMA process for repairs 
in which homeowners must 
arrange for their own re-
pair work.

Bloomberg said the 
program should particular-
ly help homeowners whose 
power cannot be turned 
back on even though utility 
companies have restored 
electricity to their street 

because their electrical 
wiring might have been 
compromised by floodwa-
ter. He said the majority of 
people now with-
out power need 
to have repairs 
made before their 
electricity can be restored.

Meanwhile, the city 
Department of Buildings 
is also assessing damage to 
houses and apartments and 

is using color-coded stick-
ers to let residents know 
if their homes are safe to 
re-enter or if they need re-
pairs.

“This is part of the 
department’s rapid assess-
ment process to conduct as 
many initial inspections 
as quickly as possible and 
provide New Yorkers with 
information on the status 
of their buildings,” said a 
spokeswoman with the de-
partment, Ryan FitzGibbon 
in an e-mail.

FitzGibbon said 58,000 
buildings had been inspect-
ed citywide as of last week. 
Areas in Queens included 
Arverne, Bayswater, Belle 
Harbor, Breezy Point, 

Rockaway Point, 
Broad Chan-
nel, Edgemere, 
Far Rockaway, 

Hamilton Beach, Hunter’s 
Point, Meadowmere, Nep-
onsit, Rockaway Beach, 
Rockaway Park, Roxbury 

A red placard hangs on the window of a beachfront home in Belle 
Harbor. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Continued on Page 26
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What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

City opens help center in Rockaway
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor Michael Bloomberg was 
in Far Rockaway Tuesday, where the 
city was opening one of seven one-stop 
centers to help those communities 
most affected by Superstorm Sandy.

“We are taking our ongoing re-
lief efforts an important step further 
by setting up one-stop city offices that 
make it simpler and more convenient 
for New Yorkers to get the help they 
need,” Bloomberg said outside the 
center, at 10-01 Beach 20th St. “The 
restoration centers will be an invalu-
able resource for the New Yorkers 
most impacted by the storm and for 
the communities hit hardest.”

The mayor said the city had 
opened four centers and planned to 
open three more, including one in 
Breezy Point, later in the week.

The centers house the 
NYC Restore initiative, 
which brings together as-
sets from the city, state and 
federal governments as well as from 
nonprofit groups all under one roof.

Visitors can find information on 
how to receive food stamps, apply for 
temporary housing and get access to 

financial assistance such as loans for 
small businesses.

Linda Gibbs, the deputy 
mayor of health and human 
services, said the centers 
would be “nimble” and add 

services the communities requested.
The centers will also be one of 

the gateways for homeowners to par-
ticipate in NYC Rapid Repairs, the 
program designed to help the areas 

hardest hit by flooding get their pow-
er back on as quickly as possible.

“This program is especially cru-
cial for homeowners who can’t turn 
the power back on before repairs are 
made,” Bloomberg said.

Even after the Long Island Pow-
er Authority and Con Edison repair 
their equipment and infrastructure, 
the utilities cannot turn power back 
on to a building until it has been cer-
tified as safe to do so by a licensed 
electrician.

Bloomberg said he estimat-
ed there were about 20,000 homes 
throughout the city in need of such 
work, and the Rapid Repairs program 
would concentrate the efforts of quali-
fied contractors in particular neigh-
borhoods.

Homeowners can either visit 
their local restoration center, visit 
nyc.gov or call 311 to first schedule a 
free consultation to assess necessary 
repairs, Bloomberg said.

The centers can also help hom-
eowners get a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency number so they 
can apply for federal reimbursement 
for any repairs they choose to make.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (r.) shakes hands 
with workers in Far Rockaway as he an-
nounces plans to launch NYC Restore. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

and Seaside.
The placards are coded 

green, yellow or red, with 
the following meanings:

• Green means there 
is no apparent structural 
damage to a building and 
it is safe to enter, but it may 
still be flooded or other 
hazardous conditions may 
still exist.

• Yellow means the 
building is damaged, al-
though the type of damage 
could range from a com-
promised electrical system 
to a localized structural 
problem that makes part of 
the building unsafe. Build-
ings with a yellow placard 
may have entry limitations 
listed on the placard, along 
with the type of damage 
sustained.

• Red means the build-

ing is seriously damaged 
and unsafe to enter.

Nearly 90 percent of all 
buildings that have been 
inspected have been tagged 
with green placards, with 
9.5 percent tagged with yel-
low cards and 1.5 percent 
tagged with red placards, 
FitzGibbon said.

Bloomberg said houses 
with green stickers will be 
among the first inspected 
and repaired by Rapid 
Response teams because 
many would need minimal 
work before power, heat or 
water could be restored.

“And then we’ll work 
our ways up the chain,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 25

Home repairs

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic 

single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans or 
packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends Nov. 12, 2012.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

B.T.

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. 

Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

$79 $79
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 
Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. 

Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FALL
SAVINGS

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

FLEX 

for
$792 PAIR
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29SPECIAL EDUCATION FAIR  
Hosted by 

 

One-  
  CHADD of Nassau 

County, HorseAbility,  Sid Jacobsen JCC, College Living Experience, Power Pals, 
OMRDD, School Link, L.I. Advocacy, The Cody Center for Autism & Developmental 
Disorders, AHA, Epilepsy Foundation, Elaine Lerner (Parent Trainer), Dowling College, 

ring 
Center, Long Island Advocacy Center, OMRDD-LIDDSO, Institute for Behavioral 
Health  

 
For Information Call: (516) 365-4900 - www.vincentsmithschool.org 

Vincent Smith School does not endorse any product, service, establishment, individual, 
program, or treatment represented at the Special Education Fair 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Zoom Whitening (in offi ce only)
White sale limited time offer.  

Regular $500…Now only $399 
(additional discount for 2 or more people)

Full service facility for children and adults

EMERGENCIES WELCOME 
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

REMEMBER insurance benefi ts DO NOT carry over past 
12/31/12…use them or lose them!!!

Early Morning & Evening Appointments Available
Specializing in general & cosmetic dentistry
Please inquire about our raffl e for a 

FREE Zoom Whitening 
 - Free Consultation -

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL
Richard S. Seaman DDS

CambriaFamilyDental.com
228-02 Linden Blvd

718-528-8592

NEW PATIENT DISCOUNT WITH AD  

Full set digital x-rays Comprehensive exam Oral cancer screening 
Cosmetic consultation Oral hygiene instruction Professional cleaning

Regular $395...Now only $79 with coupon only.  
- Offer good thru February 2013 -
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Albert McSwain and 
his daughter had only 
wanted to get some air after 
the hurricane, she said.

But after the pair en-
countered a pitch-black 
stairwell slick with water, 
McSwain’s daughter, Al-
lison McSwain-Lockett, 
headed back for a flash-
light so they could better 
navigate their way outside 
from the fourth floor in the 
Hammels Houses following 
Sandy.

“When I came back, he 
had slipped,” she said. ”I 
wasn’t gone a split second.”

McSwain-Lockett said 
she ran to alert 
emergency re-
sponders, who 
then carried out 
McSwain from between the 
third and fourth floors on a 
stretcher. His daughter said 
the 77-year-old’s spinal cord 
had been severed in the fall 
and his head had hit the 
concrete.

After several days 
of treatment, McSwain, 
a U.S. Army veteran who 
had worked for 23 years 
as a custodian at the city 
Police Academy, died at 
Jamaica Hospital. He was 
the 11th person in Queens 
whose death is attributed 
to the storm and his death 
brought the city’s total to 
43, police said.

His family complained 
that the New York City 
Housing Authority, which 
oversees the Hammels 
Houses in central Rock-
away, had not properly se-
cured the stairwells.  NY-
CHA declined to comment.

“When you have a wa-
ter condition, I 
don’t care what 
you are doing, 
you are supposed 

to put out cones,” McSwain-
Lockett said. “They could 
have barricaded these 
doors and said, ‘Stay in 
here. Don’t go outside.’”

Relatives described 
McSwain as healthy, stur-

dy and having a big appe-
tite for life. His daughter 
recalled buying him a cake 
for his birthday last month, 
and McSwain left her the 
bakery box string on top of 
the TV to indicate he had 

finished the whole treat 
himself.

McSwain-Lockett said 
she had moved back in with 
her father after she was 
displaced from her home in 
Jamaica following Tropi-

cal Storm Irene and she 
praised his generosity.

“I’ve brought total 
strangers here to his door, 
and said, ‘I need some help.’ 
He helped them,” she re-
called.

A father of five, grand-
father of 13 and great-grand-
father of 10, McSwain was 
originally from Alabama 
and moved to New York af-
ter serving in the Korean 
War. He beat throat cancer 
in 1989, his daughter said.

A service was sched-
uled for Thursday between 
3 p.m. and 5 p.m. at Deliver-
ance Baptist Church, at 227-
11 Linden Blvd. in Cambria 
Heights, with a funeral to 
follow at the same location 
between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Relatives said Mon-
day that they had waited to 
tell McSwain’s 2-year-old 
great-granddaughter, Shay-
la Johnson, of his death. 
When she would ask for Mc-
Swain after his fall, family 
members would have her 
call his phone, so she could 
listen to his voicemail.

“Every afternoon, be-
cause she lives around the 
corner, she calls him and 
says, ‘Grandpa, are you all 
right?’” McSwain-Lockett 
said.

Allison McSwain-Lockett holds a photo of her father Albert McSwain, who died after falling in the 
stairwell of the Hammels Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

Slip on dark stairs in Hammel kills vet after storm

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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33Ferry fi lls void between Rockaways and the city
BY PHILIP NEWMAN AND 

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Rockaway residents 
have a new way to get to 
and from Manhattan after 
a ferry launched Monday 
from Beach Channel Drive 
and Beach 108th Street and 
some commuters took ad-
vantage of the new service 
operated by Seastreak to 
get to work and school on 
its inaugural day.

Legal secretary Lori-
anne Hornung had been 
staying with her loved ones 
since Hurricane Sandy 
struck and had been to 
work near Wall Street only 
one day after she drove 
from her mother’s home in 
Howard Beach to the Rock-
away Boulevard subway 
station in Ozone Park last 
week.

“We have been staying 
on friends’ floors and couch-
es and moving around,” the 
Rockaway resident said 
as she waited with about a 

dozen other people to board 
the final ride of the morn-
ing to Manhattan. 

The ferry service stops 
at Pier 11 in Lower Manhat-
tan and at 34th Street and 
runs five boats each morn-
ing, starting at 5:45 a.m. 
The final ferry of the night 
leaves from Wall Street at 
7:50 p.m. Each ride costs $2, 
and there are free transfers 
between Wall Street and 
34th Street in Manhattan.

Baruch accounting 
student Clyon Jackson said 
he had missed a couple of 
classes since Sandy, but 
made it to school each day 
by staying with a friend in 
Springfield Gardens and 
commuting to the 
city.

“If I’m in 
Far Rockaway 
until now, I wouldn’t have 
been able to get to school 
on time,” said Jackson, ex-
plaining that the first floor 
of his home and most of the 
possessions on that level 

were destroyed.
As the boat pulled into 

a temporary landing, pas-
sengers crowded around 

the entrance and 
took photos of 
the approaching 
craft.

When asked if she 
planned to use the service 
daily to get to work, Hor-
nung said, “We’ll see. To-
day is the first try.”

Other than the ferry, 

commuters must rely on 
cars and buses to get into 
and out of the Rockaway 
Peninsula.

Howard Beach will be 
the end of the line on the A-
train for months as the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority works to restore 
full service on the line. The 
agency did not say how long 
repairs would take other 
than “several months.”

The A train normally 

runs between Mott Street 
in Far Rockaway and 207th 
Street in Manhattan, but 
now stretches between 
Howard Beach-John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
and Ozone Park-Lefferts 
Boulevard to Inwood.

The agency said the A 
and S line tracks, electri-
cal substations, signals, 
switches and third rail 
power components also suf-
fered extensive flooding and 

saltwater corrosion during 
the tidal surge. A 2 1/2-mile 
stretch of track includes 
areas where the track bed 
was washed away, leaving 
tracks hanging in mid-air 
and perimeter safety fences 
severely damaged.

“All must be rebuilt 
or repaired after first re-
moving up to 3 feet of as-
sorted marine debris,” the 
MTA said. “Planning and 
conducting reconstruc-
tion will be delayed by the 
challenges of accessing the 
worksite by water and win-
ter weather.”

In the mean time, free 
shuttle buses are running 
24 hours a day between Far 
Rockaway-Mott Avenue and 
Howard Beach-JFK, where 
riders can connect with A 
trains. The Q22, Q35, Q52, 
Q53 and Q113 buses are oth-
er alternatives.

Visit mta.info for 
schedules.

A ferry operated by Seastreak leaves Rockaway en route to Manhattan Monday morning. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

NE

34

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Nobody serves you better.

AC &
HEATING

SALES

reliable
convenient
automatic
delivery

GET THE OIL HEAT 
SERVICE AND 
ENERGY SAVINGS 
YOU WANT 
THIS WINTER.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. DCP-HOD.366. CT Lic. 390819-S1, Nassau Lic. No. H2407280000. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 4510-RP, 45411-RP, PA035150, MD Lic. No. 30490123. HVAC Master Lic. No. 13048. ©2012 Champion Energy. CH_12023

877.844.6868
lewisoil.com

Continued from Page 7

Soccer
Continued from Page 4

Senate

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

tation of how the project is 
perceived.

“I don’t necessarily 
think it represents commu-
nity opinion as a barom-
eter,” Klein said.

MLS released a num-
ber of the 35 or so survey 
questions it said were rele-

vant to TimesLedger News-
papers. 

In response to one 
question, about 60 percent 
of those consulted said that 
they had not heard of the 
project before, while 37 per-
cent were familiar with it.

In a later question, the 
survey asked: “As you may 
know, the exact plan for the 
Major League Soccer sta-
dium is to build it in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 

in Queens. Having heard 
this, do you support or op-
pose the plan to build a Ma-
jor League Soccer stadium 
in Queens?”

The margin of support 
was about the same for this, 
with 67 percent of the re-
spondents approving. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

tect women’s rights.
“Now we have an op-

portunity as the majority 
party to show the people 
what we can do,” Gianaris 
said.

Phil Ragusa, leader 
of the Queens Republican 
Party, did not respond to 
requests for comment.

But Michael Krasner, 
political science professor 
at Queens College, said the 
road to cohesiveness may 
be rocky for the Democrats. 
The four-member Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence, led by Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein (D-Bronx), remains 
separate and Sen.-elect 
Simcha Felder (D-Brook-
lyn) said that while he is a 
Democrat, he is willing to 
caucus with either party 
depending on what he will 
be able to bring back to his 
constituents through the 
alliance.

“Obviously, the ques-
tion, given their history 
and the suspect quality of 

at least some of the leader-
ship, is whether they can 
hold that majority togeth-
er,” said Krasner.

The split among the 
Senate Democrats recalls 
the Four Amigos, a group 
of renegade Democrats who 
broke ranks to caucus with 
the Republicans in 2009 
and stymied the state gov-
ernment. Sen. Ruben Diaz 
(D-Bronx) remains in of-
fice, although the others — 
Hiram Monserrate of East 
Elmhurst, Pedro Espada of 
the Bronx, and Carl Kru-
ger of Brooklyn — later re-
signed or were booted from 
office.  The three former 
legislators were convict-
ed of unrelated criminal 
charges.

Doug Forand, of the po-
litical consulting firm Red 
Horse Strategies, which 
runs campaigns for Demo-
crats, said he believed it 
would be in the best inter-
est of the IDC and Felder to 
form an alliance with the 
Democrats at large since 
not doing so would hurt 
them with their constitu-
ents who voted for them as 
Democrats.

“There’s too much at 
stake here,” Forand said. 
“Eventually they’re going 
to have to sell that back in 
their district.”

Krasner said much 
would depend on Gov. An-
drew Cuomo. Krasner said 
Cuomo has a lot more pow-
er, credibility and backing 
than his predecessor, Gov. 
David Paterson, which 
could help him if he wants 
to keep the Democrats to-
gether.

“If he steps into this 
situation and applies some 
pressure, the chances of 
the Democrats holding 
the majority together are 
much greater,” he said. “If 
he steps out, I think their 
chances decline sharply.”

At a news conference 
Friday, Cuomo said the 
power structure of the state 
Senate would ultimately be 
up to the voters.

“I’ll work with who-
ever wins,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.
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Attend Our Open House!

3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N e w  Yo r k  1 1 74 66 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0

Five Towns College

 S A T U R D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 7  A T  1  P M   

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N •  F I L M / V I D E O  •  J O U R N A L I S M  

•  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

Please Send Me Information 
About Five Towns College

Name

Address

City                                      State

Zip                        Phone

email                                    @

TL

• Learn about our Degree Programs
• Speak with Career Services about professional Internships
• Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with Financial Aid Representatives
• Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios
• Meet our Award-Winning Faculty

w w w . f t c . e d u
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A new barbershop on 
Bell Boulevard aims to keep 
the men in and around Bay-
side looking sharp.

J&J Barbershop, at 38-
33 Bell Blvd., opened about 
three months ago and of-
fers a place where men can 
stop in to get a trim and a 
shave and to talk shop.

“A barbershop is just 
for men,” said owner Garry 
Kalontarov. “It’s about giv-
ing a good hair cut and also 
making the customer feel 
like they are at home.”

Kalontarov has the 
cutting part down pat. He 
has been in the business for 
11 years and already has a 
loyal following in the area.

“I have the guys who 
come in once a week, some 
that come in every two 
weeks,” he said.

And in a business 
where hair can be trimmed 
down to the millimeter, 
there is little room for mis-
takes.

Kalontarov performs 

fades and shape-ups, some-
times blending longer locks 
on top down to the scalp 

around the ears.
It took a lot of practice 

in his formative days, ac-

cording to the Forest Hills 
native, but this barber has 
a steady hand.

On a recent Thursday, 
Kalontarov was wielding 
the most recognizable tool 
of his trade, the straight 
razor, as he trimmed the 
beard of Reynold Lewis.

The Bayside resident 
wanted his beard trimmed 
and the edges sharpened, 
which Kalontarov per-
formed with a discerning 
eye for symmetry. But J&J 
Barbershop also gives cus-
tomers a free hot shave 
with every haircut, a sto-
ried tradition in the field 
that certainly beats doing 
it yourself at home.

“You get the hot towel, 
it’s relaxing,” Kalontarov 
said.

And according to Ka-
lontarov’s brother-in-law, 
who was hanging out at the 
shop sporting a J&J Bar-
bershop T-shirt, the hair-
cutting venue is more than 
just a place for grooming.

“It’s like a bar,” said 
Danny Chico. “They want 
to talk to somebody so they 
come in.”

Barbershops double 

as debate clubs, where men 
come to discuss sports or 
politics, Chico said.

Kalontarov also had 
television installed in front 
of every seat to make his 
patrons comfortable.

A personable atmo-
sphere and cutting hair 
well are the main drivers of 
business, according to Ka-
lontarov, who is not alone 
in opening a hair grooming 
center.

Barbershops and hair 
salons around the nation 
are thriving, according to a 
CNN report, which suggest-
ed the industry is extreme-
ly resilient to recessions, 
since people always need to 
get their hair cut, and the 
job cannot be outsourced.

Between 2007 and 
2009, the number of barber-
shops across the country 
grew by 18.6 percent, ac-
cording to CNN.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Barber sets up shop on Bell Boulevard
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

When epic superstorm 
Sandy wreaked havoc on many 
communities here, folks barely 
knew what hit them. With the 
upcoming election the primary 
topic of conversation, nobody 
imagined that in a New York 
minute a 1,000-mile wide hybrid 
would change the very fabric of 
their lives — decimating almost 
everything in its path.

Nor did it seem possible that 
rising waters could actually flood 
Manhattan’s streets and the Bat-
tery Tunnel — like a scene from 
an apocalyptic movie.

Many of Sandy’s hardest-
hit live in Queens’ coastal ar-
eas: The Rockaways, Breezy 
Point, Broad Channel and How-
ard Beach looked like WWII 
photos of destruction, taken 
after the Germans’ Blitzkrieg. 
Water, fire and wind obliter-
ated and swept away homes and 
property; lives were shattered 
in Sandy’s wake.

In Middle Village, song-
writer and actor Lori Martini 
was glued to her TV and the im-
ages unfolding were difficult 
to swallow. Her area suffered 
little damage and she had heat, 
electricity and food in the fridge 
while so many fellow New York-
ers were struggling to survive. 
The writer of the 2011 hit single 
“Believe” felt compelled to do 
something, so she volunteered.

“We went to state Sen. Joe 
Addabbo’s office in Howard Beach 
to drop off donations. There were 
tons of volunteers organizing ev-
erything,” Martini said. Tables 
were setup with toiletries, hy-
giene products, diapers, clothing 
and other necessities.

“I helped bring the dona-
tions, including tons of pizza and 
other food items to the office, 
so they could get distributed to 
Howard Beach, Broad Channel 
and Rockaway victims.”

Despite the gas shortage, 

Continued on Page 41

Songwriter and actress Lori Martini, whose 
work is featured on television and used by 
New York sports teams, has been doing her 

part to help victims of Hurricane Sandy

Lori Martini wrote a single titled “Believe” for her 
favorite sports team: Queens’ own New York Mets. 
Now she’s shifting her efforts to helping victims 
of Hurricane Sandy. Photo courtesy Lori Martini
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STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Hard to believe that a 
numbers-and-dates guy like 
me would fail to take notice 
of my hundredth Play’s the 
Thing column in August, 
but miss it I did. Blame it on 
election stress. Now recov-
ered and optimistic, I write 
my 103rd, not counting the 
special Leap Year piece in 
February.

So what of it, you say? 
Well, I know I have some 
devoted readers — at least 
some people tell me that 
they have seen my picture 
in the paper — and they 
may want to be reminded 

of some of the people and 
things I’ve written about 
since that first column in 
June 2007.

The paper has a new-
and-improved website, and 
it’s easy to follow. So go to 
www.TimesLedger.com, 
click on my column, and 
you’ll see all of them going 
back to October 2011. As to 
the prior ones, here’s some 
idea of what you may have 
missed:

Lots of boldface names 
have made their appear-
ance here, some with a 
line or two and some in a 
full-column profile. Among 
the latter is a roster of ac-
tors and/or directors with 
Queens connections. One 
such is Don Curran — I 
just saw him and his wife 
Joan working the box office 
at the Douglaston Com-

munity Theatre’s produc-

tion of “The Dixie Swim 
Club.” Then there’s John 

Ferry and Monte Stern-

feld, both of whom have 
migrated to Florida. Still 
here and thriving are Bob 

Combé and Annie Wolf 
of the Phoenix Players — 
if you have enough gas in 
the car you can still catch 
their production of Shake-

speare’s “The Winter’s 
Tale” this weekend.

Other notables include 
Frank DiSpigno, Laura 

Wallace-Rhodes, Kevin 

Schwab, Martin Alvin, 

Malini Singh McDonald, 

Nan Asher, Michael Wolf, 

Maryellen Pierce and 
Carol Carota. Playwright 
Fred Rohan Vargas, light-
ing designer Rob Cangemi, 
Astoria Performing Arts 

Center’s Executive Director 
Taryn Sacramone, Thalia 

Spanish Theater’s leader 

Angel Gil Orrios and pe-
rennial audience members 
Richard & Millie Gudon-

sky are also on the list.
If you’re thinking why 

don’t you see your name in 
my column, and why am I 
not writing about your the-
ater company, send me an 
email and let’s talk about it. 
Truth be told, my constant 
goal is the promotion of lo-
cal theater and the great 
pleasure of theatergoing. So 
once again I make my plea 
for your input. I’ve been 
involved in Queens theater 
for more than 40 years, but 
there’s much that I don’t 
know about.

Attracting an audience 
has been another major 
theme. The conventional 
wisdom is that not as many 
people show up as they used 
to, even with the advantage 
of a low-price ticket and a 

convenient neighborhood 
venue.

I have suggested a 
few potential remedies. 
One would be reviving 
the Queens Theater Net-

work, an umbrella organi-
zation that would unite the 
various groups in mutual 
publicity, scheduling and 
resource sharing. Another 
is the choice of material.

Instead of sticking with 
the same old-same old, select 
contemporary and relevant 
plays and musicals to bring 
in a younger and more di-
verse audience. Still anoth-
er is non-traditional casting 
— putting a non-white or mi-
nority person in a role that 
perhaps the playwright did 
not have in mind.

I have written about 
the audition process and 
what it takes to get up on 
stage. I have followed a 

production from start to 
finish, being partial to my 
own Outrageous Fortune 

Company — hey, it’s my 
column. And I’ve discussed 
the necessity of getting the 
“rights” to a play, securing 
funding not just out of your 
own pocket, the hazards of 
smoking and other fire on 
stage, and the Astor Place 
riots of 1849 ignited by the 
dueling Macbeths.

When my editor wasn’t 
looking, I would slip in 
some political and non-the-
ater comments. So I leave 
you with this from the 1960s 
civil rights movement, fol-
lowing the recent voting 
by 120 million Americans: 
“We ain’t where we’re go-
ing, but we sure ain’t where 
we were.”

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Musings on Queens theater mark 103 iterations

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

   
   

   
   

A 
TO

UCH OF SPAIN IN BAYSID
E

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over  
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$2895
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu
Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{
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Tel: 718–352–2300 Fax: 718–224–2806 www.patriziasofbayside.com

Homemade Potato Gnocchi
Wild Mushrooms, Spinach, Garlic, White Truffle Essence .......................$18

Orecchiette Abruzzese (Patrizia’s Favorite)
Broccoli Rabe, Hot & Sweet Sausage, Garlic ...........................................$16

Fioretti Boscaiola
Peas, Mushrooms & Prosciutto in a Pink Sauce ......................................$19

Hot Antipasto for 2
Baked Clams, Eggplant Rollatini, Stuffed Mushrooms, Shrimp.............$16

Burrata
Imported Stuffed Mozzarella, Tomato & Fennel Salad, EVOO.............$15

Stuffed Artichoke Hearts
Crispy Breadcrumbs, Capers, Gaeta Olives, Parmigiano .......................$11

Calamari
Alla Anthony w/ Capers, Olives, Peppers ..................................................$12
Alla Toscana w/ Cherry Peppers .................................................................$12
Fried with Marinara & Lemon ....................................................................$12

Pork Chop with Vinegar Peppers
Sauteed w/ Hot & Spicy Vinegar Peppers ...............................................$20

Lamb Chops 
Served w/ Broccoli Rabe ..............................................................................$24

Chicken Scarpariello
Boneless Chicken, w/ Mushrooms, Hot Cherry & Sweet Peppers, Garlic,   
Lemon, White Wine, Rosemary Potato.....................................................$20

Veal Sorrentino
Eggplant, Prosciutto, Melted Mozzarella..................................................$23

RISTORANTE ITALIANO – BANQUET HALL

atrizia’sP
OF BAYSIDE

Patrizia’s of Stamford
249 Main Street • Stamford, CT

203–348–8000

Gennaro and Giacomo’s Patricia’s
3883 E. Tremont Ave. • Bronx, NY

718–918–1800

Patrizia’s of Williamsburg
35 Broadway • Brooklyn, NY

718–218–9272

P

Tuesday – Thursday 12pm – 10pm • Friday – Saturday 12pm – 11pm • Sunday 1pm–9pm

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
Tuesday – Friday 

3pm - 6pm
30% OFF Entire Check

HAPPY HOUR

2 FOR 1 DRINKS

Island Parkway, Bayside, NY
–224–2806 www.patriziasofbayside.com

ALLAALLLL

Patrizia 
Finally 

Comes to Queens!

Family Style Dining
10 Course Extravaganza
Unlimited Beer & Wine
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HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
From the Staff  at Austin’s!

CELEBRATE WITH AUSTIN’S THANKSGIVING FIVE COURSE DINNER
Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

Only $225.00 (18-20 lbs.) *Plus Tax*   
TURKEY DINNER FOR 6

Only $130.00 (10-12 lbs.) *Plus Tax*

Includes ALL the Trimmings:
Stuffi ng, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato, 

Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad, and Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Order Your Thanksgiving to Go from Austin’s Steak and Ale!

Let us do all the Cooking!
Please Place Your Orders by Friday, November 16th by calling (718) 849-3939

Roast Vermont Turkey - $27
Stuffi ng, Gravy, and Cranberry Sauce

 - $38
Crabmeat and béarnaise sauce

Black Angus Shell Steak - $34
with Caramelized Onions and Gorgonzola Cheese

Sautéed Shrimp - $29
with Artichoke Hearts, Mushrooms, Roasted Peppers 

with a Lemon White Wine Sauce 

 - $30
with a Light Curry Sauce

Crab Stuffed Chicken Breast - $29

Whole Wheat Pasta w/ Grilled Chicken - $25
Portobello, Cherry Tomato and Lemon Sauce

 
(choice of one)

Pumpkin Ravioli with Sage Butter Sauce
Shrimp, Pineapple and Avocado Salad

Bacon Wrapped Sea Scallops 

Pumpkin Soup

Spinach with Grilled Eggplant, Pine Nuts and Feta Cheese

(choice of one)

Pumpkin Cup Cake with Cream Cheese Icing
Chocolate Mousse Cake

(choice of one)
Mashed Carrots and Parsnips

Creamed Spinach

(choice of one)
Roasted Fingerling Red Potato

Candied Yams
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several cars were packed 
full and transported sup-
plies to shelters.

Martini worked along-
side friend and former 
teacher Frank Kenna, who 
is now the chief deputy 
Queens County clerk in 
Forest Hills, Addabbo, and 
Edward Wendell, president 
of the Woodhaven Resi-
dents Block Association.

“It was overwhelming-
ly amazing how everyone 
came together,” she said. “I 
didn’t get a chance to speak 
with any of the people who 
had damage – lots of them 
were cleaning out their 
homes and throwing stuff 
onto the street.”

Martini says some 
of her friends lost entire 
homes in Valley Stream, 
Lindenhurst and on Staten 
Island. “They’re safe and 
getting help, but who knows 
what the long-term effects 
are. At some point they’ll 
need a home to go to when 

they can no longer stay 
with friends and family. I 
really hope FEMA does the 
right thing.”

A rabid New York 
Mets fan, Martini, 39, says 
she used to play softball on 
Staten Island every week-
end but now, she said, those 
fields are all destroyed by 
Sandy.

She wrote “Believe” 
for her beloved Mets and 
it became the official 2011 
rallying song played when 
Mets second baseman Jus-
tin Turner walked up to bat 
at Citi Field.

“As any Mets fan 
knows: ‘Ya gotta believe,’” 
she quipped.

The song was per-
formed live at Citi Field, at 
the Mets vs. Phillies game 
on May 27, 2011, as part of a 
pre-game performance.

“Believe” was recently 
featured on Fox’s NFL pre-
game morning show be-
cause fans always hold up 
signs saying “believe.” The 
New York Rangers used it 

as their promo.
Martini’s just-released 

music video, “I’m Not Per-
fect,” was featured on Life-
time’s “Dance Moms Mi-
ami.”

“I have a song that has 
been inspiring to so many 

young kids,” she said, “so I 
made  a music video  with the 
cast and other kids geared 
towards anti-bullying.”

“A lot of my songs are 
inspired by true events in 
my life,” she said.

Her song “Beautiful” 

is the promo trailer for 
USA Network’s “Necessary 
Roughness” and her “Never 
Let You Fall” instrumental 
was featured on NBC’s “The 
Voice” Season 2 Finale.

Martini also wrote, 
produced and had the 

lead role in a four-time 
award-winning short film, 
“Caught” — a family dra-
ma that parallels softball. 
It just screened at Manhat-
tan’s Anthology Theater, as 
part of the New York New 
Filmmakers Festival.

Continued from Page 37

Lori Martini

Songwriter Lori Martini attends a Mets game against the Miami Marlins in Florida. Photo courtesy Lori Martini

Answers in Sports
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28.  Food sticker
29.  "M*A*S*H" setting
30.  Home of  Iowa State U.
31.  Booster grp.?
34.  Words from Mr. Moto
35.  Alphabet quartet
36.  "Schindler's ___"
37.  You can count on them
38.  Draw near
39.  Candied
40.  Baby seat?
43.  Caribbean, e.g.
45.  Barnstormed
46.  Breakout
47.  Taken care of
49.  Barbecue by product
50.  Red ___
51.  Track event
54.  "Pumping ___"
55.  Auto parts giant
56.  Times to call, in  
 classifieds
57.  "Kon-___"
58.  When doubled, a dance

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Nov. 15-21, 2012

By Ed Canty 

On the Menu

Across
1.  Rather & others
5.  Sing ___
10.  Ending with over or  
 cover
14.  It comes to mind
15.  Indian bread
16.  Chops, e.g.
17.  Kind of  song
18.  Critical
19.  N.Y.P.D. employee
20.  Salad topping
23.  "... ___ he drove out  
 of  sight"
24.  "Acid"
25.  Go by car
27.  Sealy competitor
29.  Philosophy 101  
 subject
32.  Sexually transmitted  
 disease
33.  Far out?
36.  Contact ____
37.  Salad topping
40.  Relaxed gait
41.  Teeter-totters
42.  Snake
43.  Chesterfield, e.g.
44.  Room extensions
48.  Analyze, in a way
50.  "___ we having fun  
 yet?"
52.  Carbohydrate ending
53.  Goes under 20 A and  
 37 A
58.  Tuscany ta ta
59.  "Bolero" composer
60.  Persia, now
61.  "Darn it!"
62.  "La Bohème," e.g.
63.  Retained

64.  Arthur of  Wimbledon
65.  Unpleasant, as weather
66.  Logical start
Down
1.  Sink clutter
2.  Annoying computer  
 pop-up
3.  Occurring relatively  
 soon
4.  Ocean liner?
5.  Oldest city in Greece
6.  Like tabloid headlines
7.  October's stone
8.  Actress Campbell
9.  Turned Dobbin right
10.  Bud
11.  "A liitle longer on the  
 trousers, please"
12.  Roping
13.  "The Racer's Edge"
21.  Mel of  animated  
 cartoon fame
22.  911 responder
26.  Campers, for short

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LIKE SNOW
C O M P C P A S K A T E
H A I L A H E M T A T A R
E T N A C A R P A R O M A
W H I T E H O U S E T A P E S

O N E S N E T
S T A N D S T E N S P A S
A E R I E L O C U S O R E
C H I C A G O W H I T E S O X
K E A R O D E O R A I S E
S E N D R E D M A T T E D

A S K N I N A
R E D W H I T E A N D B L U E
E R O D E A L T O L I R A
A G I L E T B A R E V E R
L O N E R E E L S E A L

In-laws from Tirana — 
Written by m. Reppas and T. 
Papathanasiou.
When: Through Dec. 2; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-7329
Website: www.
greekculturalcenter.org

Colombia de Fiesta — With the 
Mestizo Dance Co.
When: Through Dec. 9; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside

Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: thaliatheatre.org

The Winter’s Tale — “The Winter’s 
Tale” is one of Shakespeare’s later 
plays, exploring themes of jealousy, 
leadership, love and forgiveness. 
In it, a jealous king (Leontes) 
nearly topples his own kingdom 
when he falsely accuses his queen 
(Hermione) of adultery with his 
childhood friend (Polixenes). In 
his foolishness and rage, the king 
loses his wife, his son and his 
baby daughter. Years later, in his 
old friend’s Bohemian kingdom, 
the seeds are planted for reunion, 
redemption and rebirth.
When: Through Nov. 18; Fridays, 
8 pm; Saturdays 3 pm and 10 pm; 

Sundays, 3 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: 718-358-0067

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Bonus

s T$999$2199*

“Relax While The Turkeys Are Cooking…”
$18999

*BUY

©
 2

01
2 

R
on

al
d

 M
. D

ra
go

on

2 BUY valued at
over $40

T

FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL 718-767-3100

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

THANKSGIVING MENU
$35
per person

APPETIZERS
Eggplant Rollatini

Fried Calamari

SALAD
House Salad w/ mixed greens, tomatoes, cucumbers, onions

ENTREES
Roasted Turkey  

With Apple Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce, Sweet Potatoes, String Beans

Grilled Rib Eye Steak 
With Rosemary and Mushroom Sauce

DESSERT
Apple Pie, Coffee, Tea, Soda
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Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

www.gyroworldnyc.com

Catering Available

Thanksgiving Dinner-to-Go 
$195+tax

THANKSGIVING 

MENU
18-20 Lb. Roasted Stuffed Turkey

Mixed Salad
Roasted Red Potatoes

Risotto  Sweet Potatoes
Sauteed Mixed Vegetables

Garlic Bread  Gravy 
Cranberry Sauce

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th Street  Whitestone, NY 
(718)767-4699  Closed Mondays
Tues-Sat 3pm-10pm  Sun 1-10pm

Please 
Reserve Your 
Dinner-to-Go 

Early

OPEN 

THANKSGIVING

Menu Available 
For Dining In.

Full Bar Available.

Please 
Reserve 

Your Table 
Early

718.767.4699

Happy 
Thanksgiving!

PrePresentsts

One Night OnlyOne Night Only
Christmas in Vienna

One Night Only

Dec. 15, 2012 @ 7:30 pm
�������������������	
�����
�����
�����������������������������������

�������������������������������

Code: TL12

������!����"#$%"&�%$�$����www.KupferbergCenter.orgp g g
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

P: 718-22-GRILL (7455)

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

���������	

���
����

VILLAGGIO

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808 BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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repaired.
Con Ed said there were 

about 500 customers in 
Howard Beach and Broad 
Channel Tuesday whose 
power was still turned 
off because they had not 
cleared a safety inspection. 

 On the Rockaway Pen-
insula, LIPA said it had 
restored electricity to 9,500 
customers by Tuesday and 
estimated there were about 
27,000 who were unable to 
receive power without re-
pairs.

Many homeowners 
were surprised when May-
or Michael Bloomberg, dur-
ing one of his daily updates, 
said a building first needed 
to be certified safe by a city-
licensed electrician in or-
der for the utilities to turn 
the power on.

“On Day 10 they first 
told us that we need electri-
cians to check our panels,” 
Goldfeder said. “Why are 
they not telling us on Day 
1, let alone Days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9? That’s a lot of days. 
That’s a lot of people who 
are cold and who are hun-
gry and have not gotten the 
benefit of an answer.”

Dan Mundy, president 
of the Broad Channel Civic 
Association, said once Con 

Ed was up and running on 
the island, residents faced 
a dearth of qualified elec-
tricians, and those they 
could find were quoting 
prices up to $4,000. He said 
the city could easily allevi-
ate the problem by allowing 
licensed electricians from 
other parts of the state to 
come in and do the work.

Recommendations on 
how the utilities — and the 
body that oversees them — 
could better handle crises 
have been made before. 
Following the 2006 black-
out that gripped western 
Queens, an Assembly in-
vestigation recommended, 
among other things, that 
Con Ed “communicate with 
elected officials on a fre-

quent basis throughout the 
duration of a power outage 
and establish clear pro-
cedures for relaying this 
information to the general 
public in a clear and regu-
lar fashion.”

The report also took 
to task the state Public Ser-
vice Commission, which 
oversees public utilities, 
for lax oversight.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said Con Ed and LIPA could 
possibly have their licenses 
revoked, and Tuesday he 
announced the formation 
of a commission — one of 
whose members is the Rev. 
Floyd Flake — to investi-
gate the utilities’ storm re-
sponses.

State Sen. Michael 

Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
headed the Assembly’s in-
vestigation of the blackout, 
said he could not recall a 
time when the state ever re-
voked a utility’s license.

“Not that I’m aware of. 
That’s typically not done,” 
he said. “There’s a pretty 
low level of accountability.”

Earlier City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens) had asked 
the Council to hold a series 
of hearings to assess the re-
sponses of both the city and 
Con Edison. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) sent a 
letter to Cuomo requesting 
an investigation of public 
utility companies.

ROP

“I don’t suffer for ma-
terial things. I miss my 
husband the most,” said 
Reskallah, whose husband 
Adel died from cancer 
seven years ago. “You can 
buy new stuff, but you can’t 
bring back someone you 
love so much.”

Appreciation for life 
and a renewed perspec-
tive are what most How-
ard Beach residents are 
clinging to these days. 
Joyce Raia, whose house 
was nearly smashed when 
a huge tree came crashing 
down during the storm, 
said the devastation could 
have been much worse.

“We still have a roof 
over our heads,” said Raia. 
“In some places, they lost 
everything.”

Howard Beach resi-

dents believe they will 
bounce back following the 
storm and the first sign of 
a rebound came when busi-
nesses along the neighbor-
hood’s main strip began 
reopening.

Mark Sweeney, a 
manager at catering hall 
Russo’s on the Bay, at 162-
45 Cross Bay Blvd., said he 
felt a responsibility to clean 
up and reopen as quickly as 
possible.

“People had weddings 
booked here for years — 
we had to reopen,” said 
Sweeney, who said the 
catering hall was fully 
operational after 10 days. 
“We also employ about 400 
people who needed to get 
back to work and get a pay-
check.”

Russo’s on the Bay was 
just one of the area busi-
nesses that donated food 
to people in the neighbor-
hood as a way of getting the 

community back on its feet. 
Other businesses, includ-
ing La Bella Vita, at 106-09 
Rockaway Blvd. in Ozone 
Park, and Richmond Hill 
catering hall Villa Russo, 
at 118-16 101st Ave., also 
stepped up with donations.

“This is a very strong 
community,” Sweeney said. 
“We want to see it get back 
to normal.”

Anna, a worker at La 
Bella Vita who chose not 
to give her last name, said 
the restaurant donated pre-
pared food and pizzas three 
or four times to various 
charitable groups for storm 
relief in Howard Beach, 
the Rockaways and Broad 
Channel.

“The neighborhoods 
and communities always 
support us, so we figured 
we would return the favor,” 
she said.

He said the Red Cross’s 
efforts were hampered in 
the first few days after the 
storm due to unsafe condi-
tions and impassible roads 
and bridges. But he said 
the organization is work-
ing hard to identify areas 
that need the most help and 
send aid volunteers there.

The Red Cross has two 
mobile kitchens set up at 
the Aqueduct Racetrack in 
South Ozone Park and Fort 
Tilden in the Rockaways 
and has sent out relief vehi-
cles for other affected areas. 
So far the Red Cross has 
distributed 200,000 meals 
and 150,000 bags of emer-
gency supplies in Queens, 
Devulpillieres said.

But many residents 
of Howard Beach, Broad 
Channel and the Rock-
aways levied sharp criti-
cism against the organiza-
tion, saying that within the 
week after the storm they 
had yet to see a Red Cross 
truck or that the organiza-
tion had only just shown 
up.

On Nov. 5 a Red Cross 
disaster relief truck sat 
outside the American Le-
gion post in Broad Chan-
nel, which has become the 
de facto aid center for the 

island, but residents said it 
was only the second day the 
truck had been there and 
the previous day Red Cross 
volunteers left before it got 
dark.

One resident and 
American Legion organiz-
er said the Red Cross had 
given them a bag of soup to 
distribute to residents, but 
no way to serve or heat it.

In the Rockaways Fri-
day, some volunteers work-
ing with Occupy Sandy, a 
grassroots hurricane relief 
organization with ties to 
Occupy Wall Street, openly 
grumbled when they were 
told the Red Cross would be 
out in force in the area over 
Veterans Day weekend.

“It takes two weeks to 
surge for the Red Cross,” 
one woman said.

State Assemblyman 
Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) also blasted 
the Red Cross for suspend-
ing its operations during 
the nor’easter that swept 
through the area Nov. 7, 
causing fierce winds and 
blanketing the city with 
snow.

“FYI, people need you 
more when conditions get 
worse!” Goldfeder tweeted 
at the New York Red Cross 
last Thursday.

Ragtime Lotto Cafe in Howard Beach uses a string of lights hooked up to a generator to illuminate the 
awning of the store. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 5

Utilities

proved that voters are will-
ing to vote in favor of same-
sex marriage.

“Our opponents used 
to argue that no state would 
pass it if it was put up to 
vote for the people and our 
opponents can no longer 
use that line,” he said.

New York made same-
sex marriage legal through 
the state Legislature last 
year.

Van Bramer praised 
Baldwin as “an amazing 
woman, incredibly smart 
person and a great legisla-
tor,” but Dromm said it was 
also significant that New 
York will be sending its 
first openly gay man to the 
House of Representatives 
in Democrat Sean Patrick 
Maloney, who defeated U.S. 

Rep. Nan Hayworth (R-Bed-
ford) in a race marked by 
sharp tongues and accusa-
tions of extremism on both 
sides. 

“I could never imagine 
there would be an openly 
gay congressman in Pough-
keepsie,” Dromm said.

Van Bramer also said 
the re-election of President 
Barack Obama was crucial 
to the cause of LGBT rights 
after Obama said he sup-
ported same-sex marriage.

“It was incredibly, in-
credibly important that we 
re-elect him,” he said. “I 
think it is monumental that 
a president that came out in 
favor of marriage equality 
was re-elected.”

He emphasized, 
though, that same-sex mar-
riage is not yet the law of 

the land and he hoped mar-
riage equality would soon 
be a reality everywhere.

“We can’t have in-
equality in certain places 
and equality in others,” he 
said. “The gay and lesbian 
family in the Deep South is 
just as worth of protection 
as the gay and lesbian fam-
ily in New York.”

Both believed, howev-
er, that the recent develop-
ments represented a major 
shift across America.

“Times are changing 
and these are all signals 
of what’s happening in our 
movement in the future,” 
Dromm said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 5

Residents
Continued from Page 4

Gay equality

Continued from Page 5

Red Cross
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 11/30/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2012 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

$15,9992010 CC SPORT: Stk# U9562. 
Auto, leather seats, power seats, windows, locks, 
alloy wheels, bluetooth, abs. $1,999 down.

$11,9992009 VW PASSAT KOMFORT: 
STK# U9561. Auto, leather seats, power seats, 
windows, locks, alloy wheels, abs.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$10,999
2009 VW JETTA: Stk# U9514L. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, bluetooth, ABS. $1,999 down.

*

2010 VW TIGUAN 4MOTION: 
STK# U93911T. Auto, AWD, abs, bluetooth, 
power windows, locks am/fm cd. $1,999 down. $17,999*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
BAYSIDEVW.COM
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SportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Fontbonne Hall vol-
leyball team lost its semifi -
nal match, but just playing 
was more important than 
winning with 10 players 
and Coach Linda Strong left 
homeless after evacuating 
Breezy Point because of the 
effects of Hurricane Sandy.

The players decided Mon-
day at the Bay Ridge school 
that they wanted to play as 
a way to get back to normal. 
They took the court to be 
together with their second 
family one more time.

“Coming back out and 
seeing your teammates, 
playing like we have be-
fore, cheering each other 
up, smiling, laughing, we 
haven’t done that in awhile,” 

said junior Casey McDade, 
whose house burned down. 
“It’s great to come together 
again.”

There were tears in pri-
vate in the post-game meet-
ing after a 25–15, 25–21, 
25–20 loss to Archbishop 
Molloy in the Brooklyn-
Queens Division I semifi -
nals at St. Francis Prep last 
Thursday night. Strong told 
her team how proud she was 
of them for just being out 
there. They were all happy 
to be together.

“We wanted to play for 
each other,” junior co-cap-
tain Kristen Sullivan said.

The players’ courage 
wasn’t lost on their oppo-
nents either. It only raised 
their admiration for them.

“Our hearts go out to 

them,” Molloy’s Emily 
Rabot said. “I know it’s re-
ally hard. We give them 
props for coming out here 
tonight.”

It wasn’t the same team 
that lost to Molloy in fi ve 
sets in all three regular 
season meetings. Strong 
could sense a difference in 
the team’s play, saying they 
went through the motions 
and lacked a killer instinct. 
She said she didn’t want to 
get on them during the con-
test because she knew what 
they were going through 
and how hard it is.

“I didn’t want them to 
feel bad about their per-
formance,” the coach said. 
“I don’t think I could have 
gotten out on the volleyball 
court and played half as 

well as they did.”
Even in the darkest 

moments the players are 
amazed at the generosity 
around them. The school 
has put together drives for 
essential household items 
and given them new school 
supplies. McDade said 
teachers and students ap-
proach her and ask what 
she needs.

“People are coming up to 
me and giving me money,” 
she said. “Everyone wants 
to be such a big help. I feel 
like people are there for me. 
I feel like I don’t have noth-
ing anymore.”

Strong, who recently 
found an apartment in Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn, said she 
and the players have been 

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King’s fi rst 
girls’ soccer diocesan title 
brought a visible outpour-
ing of emotion after the 
fi nal whistle last season. 
The Royals’ second-straight 
crown Monday brought 
with it a more reserved, but 
deeper satisfaction because 
of the program’s growth 
and the fact that a differ-
ent group of players started 
this time around.

“We do have a lot of tal-
ent, but we lost players and 
we are still doing what we 
do,” CK Coach John Fayad 
said. “That tells you the 
program is doing well.”

Much of that young tal-
ent was on display again 
in the Royals’ 2-0 win over 
Mary Louis in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Class 
AA girls’ soccer fi nal at the 
Aviator Sports Complex in 
Brooklyn. Freshman star 
Medina Mulic had a goal 
and an assist and classmate 
Sarah Nolan added a goal.

“It was as nice as last 
year,” Fayad said.

Mulic’s score, a running 
header in the box to the near 
pass off a Francesca Giglio 
free kick, broke some jitters 

for CK in the 43rd minute. 
Mary Louis keeper Claire 
Loredan made fi ve brilliant 
fi rst-half saves and one 
right after the break before 
the Royals fi nally broke 
through to take a 1-0 lead.

“Once we scored one, we 
knew from the last time we 
versed them they have less 
confi dence and we build 
up our confi dence,” Mulic 
said.

It was the third time in 
three meetings with TMLA 
(9-4-1) that the Royals scored 
in the opening minutes of 
the second half. CK (16-0-
0) has outscored them 6-0 
in the games, thanks to a 
defense led by Cathy Lume 
and Destiny Marino. Mary 
Louis Coach Tom Bruen 
called Loredan an elite 
keeper, but knew it would 
take more than her to quell 
the Royals after the break.

“I said don’t come out 
fl at,” he said. “They are go-
ing to reorganize. They are 
going to come out hard and 
they did.”

Christ the King added 
a second goal in the 52nd 
minute when Nolan ran on 
to Mulic through a ball and 
hammered it home to the 

Fontbonne’s Kristen Sullivan leaps for the ball against Archbishop Molloy. Photo by Ken Maldonado

CK girls celebrate 
second-straight title

Bonnies give it their all
Even in loss, hurricane victims rise above the fray as a team

The Christ the King girls’ soccer team celebrates its second-
straight CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY MIKE MCAVOY

Campus Magnet head 
Coach Eric Barnett didn’t 
spend his post-game sec-
ond-guessing himself or his 
team after their loss.

Rather, he spent it prais-
ing the Lincoln Railsplit-
ters.

The No. 13-seeded Bull-
dogs fell to the No. 2 Rail-
splitters 44-14 in the fi rst 
round of the League Cham-
pionship Division Playoffs 
at Lafayette Education 
Complex Field Saturday af-
ternoon. Lincoln’s football 
fi eld suffered damage from 
Hurricane Sandy and could 
not play at the team’s school, 
so the game took place at a 
neutral site.

“My hat goes off to Lin-
coln,” Barnett said. “Their 
school is one of the classi-

est programs in the city and 
that’s why they win.”

Campus Magnet opened 
up the game looking like 
a team capable of pulling 
the upset. On the fi rst pos-
session of the game, the 
Bulldogs drove 51 yards on 
seven plays, jumping out to 
a 6-0 lead with 8:34 left in 
the fi rst, after quarterback 
Blessuan Austin snuck it in 
from 1 yard out.

On the ensuing kickoff, 
though, the Bulldogs al-
lowed Lincoln’s Antoine Hol-
loman Jr. to return the kick 
96 yards for a touchdown 
and things were all knotted 
up at 6-6. The Bulldogs, af-
ter their initial score, gave 
up 28 unanswered points to 
Lincoln (7-2).

With 6:31 left on the clock 
in the third quarter, Austin 
found William Callender 

for a 5-yard strike, cutting 
the lead to 28-14. But Cam-
pus Magnet failed to get any 
closer.

“The thing I love about 
football, more than any 
other sport, is the majesty 
is in its preparation,” Bar-
nett said. “When you play 
against a program like Lin-
coln’s, you have to be pre-
pared to play.”

Although that statement 
could be construed as Bar-
nett questioning his team’s 
preparation, that’s not the 
case at all.

“Our kids played real 
hard,” Barnett said. “My 
game plan was superb and I 
never doubted it.”

Barnett cites this loss as 
running into, as he called 
it, “the toast of the league.” 
His Campus Magnet squad 
fi nishes its year 4-5, and 
while shaking hands with 
the opposing team, Barnett 
saw what he hopes to turn 
his program into.

“I’m trying to catch up to 
guys like that,” Barnett said 
of Lincoln. “I hope our pro-
gram can turn into that.”

I’m trying to catch up to guys like 
(Lincoln). I hope our program can turn 

into that.
Eric Barnett

Campus Magnet football coach

BY CHRIS BARCA

St. Francis Prep captur-
ing its sixth-straight dioc-
esan title further cements 
its place as one of New 
York City’s most accom-
plished dynasties. This is 
a fact senior outside hitter 
Kelly Flynn has become 
accustomed to and still en-
joys hearing even after her 
third-straight crown.

“Winning never gets old. 
We’re used to it now,” she 
said. “A lot of us have been 

playing together on this 
team for three years now. 
We wanted to fi nish strong 
in our senior year.”

It didn’t come as easy as 
it might have looked. Host 
and No. 2 Archbishop Mol-
loy pushed the No. 1 Ter-
riers in the fi rst and third 
sets, but they were able to 
hold on for a 26-24, 25-17, 25-
22 victory in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens fi nal 
Monday night. It was the 
type of success St. Francis 
Prep Coach Kevin Colucci 

expected from this group 
from the beginning.

“From the second these 
girls walked into the high 
school three or four years 
ago, I knew they would be 
something special,” he said. 
“It’s been awesome to coach 
these girls. They deserve 
this.”

From the fi rst serve, 
it was obvious the Terri-
ers were in championship 
form. Flynn blasted clutch 
shot after clutch shot when-
ever Molloy threatened on 

her way to a game-high 14 
kills. Her dominance at the 
net was unmatched by Mol-
loy, but her sheepish rec-
ognition of her ability is as 
striking as her on-court in-
tensity.

“I did all right, I guess,” 
she said in-between giggles. 
“My job is to put the ball 
over the net and that’s what 
I did.”

Fellow SFP seniors Ken-
dra McCalla and Kiara 
Pierre also made them-
selves heard with 22 and 10 
assists respectively. Pierre 
contributed eight kills and 
three aces also. In addition, 
Jaclyn LaForgia returned 
after missing the semifi -
nals against Mary Louis 
with a head injury and re-
corded six kills.

“She was dying to get 
out there and play last time 
out,” Colucci said of LaFor-
gia. “She was sorely missed 
and it was great to have her 
back.”

While the Terriers (14-
0) move on, Molloy (10-4), 
who suffered all four of 
their losses at the hands 
of SFP, was left wonder-
ing what could have been. 
Even though the score sheet 
showed a loss in straight 

sets, the Stanners pushed 
their rival. Jenna Hoffman 
recorded 14 digs and Lau-
ren Pagan and Emily Rabot 
combined for seven kills.

Next on the schedule 
for the Terriers is the state 
tournament, which will 
take place at St. Anthony’s 
(L.I.) Saturday at 3 p.m. 
Colucci will embrace the 

present tonight, but quickly 
turn his focus to the future. 
His team lost in the Class 
AA fi nal last season.

“Our focus is now on 
states,” Colucci said. “And 
this group has a lot of ele-
ments needed to be success-
ful.”

Scramble: Lincoln quarterback Havon Moore, who ran for two touch-
downs, avoids a sack by firing a pass. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Prep girls capture sixth title against tough Molloy

Campus Magnet looks to rebuild after playoff defeat

St. Francis Prep’s Kiara Pierre (c.) and Caroline Gorecki put up a wall 
of defense during the CHSAA postseason. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Molloy’s Erica Byrne serves the ball against St. Francis Prep in the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens final. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY DANIEL MARTIN

It appeared St. Francis 
Prep boys’ soccer had found 
the equalizer with Fordham 
Prep up a goal and time 
slowly growing short. The 
moment didn’t last long.

Prep’s Anthony Scarello 
sent a beautiful cross into 
the box that appeared to be 
headed into the back of the 
net by forward Lawrence 
Nikaj to tie the score — at 
least it seemed. The goal 
was immediately waved off 
and Nikaj was given a yel-
low card for a handball in 
the 64th minute.

“I saw it,” said SFP 
Coach Franco Purifi cato. 
“I was hoping they didn’t 
see it.”

Fordham Prep would 
add another goal, sinking 
defending city champion 
St. Francis Prep 2-0 in the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional boys’ soccer quar-
terfi nals Sunday afternoon 
at Belson Stadium. It was 
just the second time all sea-
son the Terriers were shut 
out. For Fordham Prep, it 

avenged a 6-2 regular sea-
son loss, the margin Purifi -
cato felt was the worst thing 
for his team coming into 
this contest.

“We had opportuni-
ties that we didn’t fi nish,” 
he said. “They outhustled 
from start to fi nish. Hustle 
won the game for them.”

The negated goal from 
Nikaj put a halt to the mo-
mentum that St. Francis 
(13-3-0) had found midway 
through the second half, 
the end of one fi nal push for 
a tie.

“[The cross] was a little 

out of reach,” Nikaj said of 
the handball. “I tried to go 
after it with my head, but it 
just hit off my hand.”

Khalil Reid starred for 
Fordham Prep (13-3-1), scor-
ing both goals for the Rams 
and almost adding a third, 
but it clanked off the cross-
bar in the 45th minute. His 
goal in the 66th minute 
sealed the victory for Ford-
ham.

“Reid really played well. 
They were winning every 
50/50 ball and we seemed a 
little lax,” Purifi cato said. 
“You can’t play lax. We went 
down 1-0 and were chasing 
the whole game.”

Among the bright spots 
for the Terriers were Eric 
Mirkov, who helped set up 
multiple chances in the box, 
and Brandon Silva, who 
spurred opportunities in 
the offensive third. None of 
those chances materialized 
into goals.

“They wanted it more 
than us and they showed it,” 
said Nikaj. “We all played 
hard and we had fun, but 
that is it.”

living a nomadic existence, 
moving to a different friend 
or family member’s home. 
Junior Daisy Trustumm 
couldn’t even make the 
game because she is living 
in Connecticut. Eight mem-
bers of the school’s fi rst-

place junior varsity team 
were also affected, adding 
to an already diffi cult situ-
ation.

“It’s really, really tough 
on these kids,” Strong said. 
“They are too young to have 
to experience this. It’s hor-
rible.”

Many of the players 
have been back to Breezy 
Point to what’s left of their 
homes. Sullivan called it 

“pure devastation” — just 
burnt houses and houses 
collapsed inside of others. 
It didn’t feel like home, but 
doesn’t mean it won’t be 
home again in time.

“My family is very deter-
mined to rebuild our house 
where it was,” McDade 
said. “But it’s going to take 
awhile.”

Continued from Page 47

Bonnies

BY ROB ABRUZZESE

Mario Cotumaccio ad-
mitted that he didn’t think 
his beaten-down Aviation 
team could continue its im-
probable run. The coach’s 
team was tired, having 
played three games in as 
many days, and injured af-
ter a physical second round 
contest against Francis 
Lewis.

His soccer squad, how-
ever, continued to surprise 
him and everyone else.

No. 19-seed Aviation 
continued its Cinderella 
run with a 3-2 win over No. 
7 Tottenville in PSAL Class 
A boys’ soccer semifi nals 
on Randall’s Island Mon-
day. The Flyers will appear 
in their fi rst ‘A’ division fi -
nal 6 p.m. Sunday at a time 
to be determined. They face 
top-seeded Martin Luther 
King Jr., which beat them 
in the semifi nals last sea-
son and in 2004.

“Everybody thought we 
were the underdogs,” junior 
Jonathan Jaramillo said. 
“We came from under and 
showed everybody that we 
can play. Next we’re playing 
in the fi nals.”

It was quite a feat consid-
ering the team’s condition 
and seed. Aviation topped 
No. 3 Francis Lewis in the 
second round and No. 6 New 
Dorp in the quarterfi nals. 
The Flyers placed third in 
Queens A West during the 
regular season, but came 
together when it mattered.

“We hooked up in the 

playoffs and started play-
ing together,” Jaramillo 
said. “That has given us 
the spark to help us get this 
far.”

A brawl with host Lewis 
marred the end of the team’s 
contest last Saturday, leav-
ing players hurt, accord-
ing to Cotumaccio. Fans 
rushed the fi eld. It left Avia-
tion depleted. Kevin Muniz 
and Andres Neira were red 
carded and missed the next 
two games. Michael Moreno 
and Manny Ramones, 
couldn’t play Sunday be-
cause of injuries and others 
played through the pain.

“It was an all-out brawl,” 
Cotumaccio said. “In the 15 
years I have been coaching 
soccer, I’ve never seen such 
a fi asco in my life.”

The Flyers (12-4-0) made 
the spirited play of banged-
up goalie George Blahakis 
worth by jumping ahead 
1-0 when Jaramillo scored 
in the 40th minute on a re-
bound of a Kevin Rodri-

guez shot that bounced off 
the post. Tottenville (15-
3-0) tied it in the 46th min-
ute when Adrian Cosovic 
scored with an assist from 
Dardan Nika.

Eight minutes later, Avi-
ation went ahead 2-1 on a 
header by Ousmane Barry 
off a Jaramillo pass. Barry 
and Jaramillo hooked up 
again to make it 3-1 at the 
70th minute. Nika added an-
other goal at the 75th min-
ute to cut the Aviation lead 
to 3-2, but it was too late at 
that point.

It hasn’t struck mid-
night yet for Aviation. Co-
tumaccio is optimistic it 
won’t even against national-
ranked MLK and Coach 
Martin Jacobson.

“With no disrespect, his 
record speaks for itself, he 
has an excellent team,” Co-
tumaccio said. “But you 
know what? He’s beaten 
me four times, I think it’s 
time for me to beat him for 
a change.”

right post to make it 2-0. The 
Hilltoppers had two quality 
chances. Eva Scazzero had 
a hard shot saved midway 
through the fi rst half and 

CK keeper Kristen Drogsler 
stoned Therese Boyle just 
after Nolan’s goal.

The Royals will try to 
write another chapter in its 
history-making seasons as 
it tries to reach its fi rst state 
fi nal. They face Archdioce-
san champion Notre Dame 
Academy in semifi nals 4:30 

p.m. Thursday back at Avia-
tor. It’s another chance for 
them to prove where the 
program is.

“It shows that we weren’t 
lucky last year,” Lume said. 
“We are starting to get it 
together and taking it seri-
ously.”

Continued from Page 47

CK girls

John Rojas dribbles the ball up the pitch during the PSAL semifinal 
against Tottenville. Photo by Rob Abruzzese

Aviation boys continue   
fortuitous postseason

We had 
opportunities 
that we didn’t 

fi nish. They 
outhustled from 

the start
Franco Purifi cato

St. Francis Prep soccer coach

Terriers hang tough in loss 
against Fordham Prep squad
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PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$4995
^

Starting at

*Offers Expires 5 days after publication date. Must finance 80% thru dealer, in addition to bank and dealer fees. All Finance Must be tier 1-750+credit based & must be approved 
by primary lender - Credit severity may affect rate, term and down payment. Prior sales excluded. All applicable local & state taxes plus dealer fees may apply. All Prices incl all
costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, taxes & bank fee. See dlr for comp. dtls Not resp. for typo. errors. †Must not exceed 7 miles round trip. § As part of a down pay-
ment on a pre-owned or new vehicle. ^Applies to Stk# 1482/’04 Buick LeSabre. Buick GMC: DMV#7098819/DCA#1189038. Cadillac Chevy:DMV#7059799/DCA#1015293.

Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac

866-465-7478 CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

- DPPRPRE-RE-E--OOOO-OWWWWWWOOOWWWWNNWWWWNNNNENNEEDED VEVEHEHHICICHI LCLELESES

§

†
Please call our 
relief team at  

866-465-7478

Sandy Relief EffortSandy Relief Effort
With so many families affected by this horrific storm we feel the need to lend a hand and help our 

community get back on its feet, and back on its wheels. Kristal Automall would like to  

assist anyone who is in need of a vehicle due Hurricane Sandy. Our relief package consists of:

HEHHICICHICLCLELESSESES

WW

2010 Toyota 
COROLLA 4DR LE

FWD, 4dr, 4cyl, automatic trans, 
power steering/ ABS/windows/

locks/mirrors, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt/
telescoping wheel, cruise, 38,733 

mi, Stk#13585.

$11,798 *

2011 Dodge 
DURANGO CREW

AWD, 5dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats,front-rear A/C, AM/FM/CD, 

keyless entry, 18” alloys, tilt, cruise, 
23,298 mi, Stk#1504. 

$30,995 *

2010 Honda 
CR-V EX-L

AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 

seat, A/C, AM/FM/CD, Navi, traction 
cntrl, tilt, cruise, 21,143 mi,

Stk#1417. 

$20,998 *

2008 Cadillac 
ESCALADE ESV

AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/sunroof,
htd-cld lther seats, A/C, CD/DVD,

rear camera, Ent. System, 59,740 mi,
Stk#13390.

$33,998 *

2008 Mercury 
MILAN PREMIER

4dr, 6 cylinder, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/mirr/sunroof/
leather seat, A/C, AM/FM/CD,

remote keyless entry, alloys, 72,931
mi, Stk#13630.

$10,995 *

2010 Suzuki  
KIZASHI SLS

AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats, A/C, AM/FM/CD, keyless 

entry, alloys, tilt, cruise, 11,159 mi,
Stk#13704.

$18,795 *

2006 Mercedes-Benz 
C280 4MATIC AWD

4dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats, A/C, AM/FM/CD, keyless 

entry, alloys, tilt, cruise, 78,087 mi,
Stk#1473. 

$13,995 *

2012 Nissan 
ALTIMA 2.5 S

FWD, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT w/ Xtronic, pwr 
steer/ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/seats,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, remote keyless entry,

tilt, cruise, 31,215 mi,
Stk#1462.

$16,605 *

2007 Chevrolet 
AVALANCHE LTZ 4WD
Crew Cab, 4dr, 8cyl, auto, pwr steer/

ABS/wind/locks/ htd mirrs/seats,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, StabiliTrak, keyless 
entry, tilt, cruise, 17” alloys, 83,191 

mi, Stk#13786. 

$19,998 *

2006 Nissan
PATHFINDER S 4WD
4dr, 4cyl, automatic trans, power 
steering/ ABS/windows/locks/

mirrors, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt wheel, 
cruise, alloy wheels, rem keyless 

entry,  38,354 mi, Stk#1541.

$14,495 *

2010 Dodge 
CHALLENGER R/T 

8 cyl Hemi, automatic, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/sunroof/lthr seats, 
A/C,AM/FM/CD, Navi, tilt, cruise, 
rear spoiler, 18”alloys, 3,788 mi, 

Stk#1555.

$29,995 *

2009 Chevrolet  
TRAVERSE  LT

AWD, 5door, 6 cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrors/seat, 

A/C, XMRadio/CD, tilt, cruise, alloys, 
remote keyless entry, rear parking 

assist. 21,143 mi Stk#13749. 

$21,998 *

2010 GMC  
TERRIAN SLT-1

AWD, 5door, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrors/seat, 

A/C, XMRadio/CD, tilt, cruise, alloys, 
remote keyless entry, StabiliTrak, 

33,330 mi, Stk#1559. 

$23,998 *

2010 Nissan 
MAXIMA 3.5S

4door, 6 cylinder, automatic, pwr
steer/ABS/wind/locks/sunroof/lthr
seats, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, tilt

wheel, cruise control, alloy wheels,
25,047,463 mi, Stk#13772. 

$19,995 * 

2011 Ford 
TRANSIT CONNECT
XLT Premium, 6dr, 4cyl, auto,

pwr steer/ ABS/wind/locks,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, traction cntrl,

tilt, cruise, 9331 mi,
Stk#13712.

$19,998 *

NEW  

VEHICLES 

STARTING ATTTT

$99
Call for details.

Per
Mo.
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BY JOE ANUTA

The relief effort orga-
nized by the government 
is carried out by a vast 
network of organizations 
where well-intentioned 
neighborhood groups often 
prove hard to incorporate 
and sometimes hamper re-
lief efforts.

Disaster relief is a com-
plicated beast, according to 
John Berglund, who man-
ages disaster relief efforts 
for The Salvation Army in 
New York and has experi-
ence running operations 
all over the world.

“Every disaster is dif-
ferent. They are extremely 
organic, which is part of 
the challenge,” he said.

In New York City, the 
mayor’s office and the city 
Office of Emergency Man-
agement take a lead role on 
how federal aid is used.

In addition, local of-
ficials have been helping 
direct where aid is needed, 

while the American Red 
Cross and The Salvation 
Army work closely with 
all levels of government, 
including the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency.

But the two nonprofits 
also have another network 
to draw from.

They currently pre-
side over a coalition known 
as the New York City Vol-
unteer Organizations Ac-
tive in Disaster, which is 
comprised of organizations 
with special skills.

For instance, when a 
shelter in Manhattan’s Chi-
natown was in need of food, 
Berglund called on the 
Taiwan Buddhist Tsu Chi 
Foundation, whose region-
al headquarters is in Flush-
ing, to deliver hot meals, 
one of its specialities.

Conversely, they can 
call on the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, which 
specializes in warehousing 
and storage.

But one aspect of relief 
that can never be properly 
planned for is the grass-
roots efforts of other resi-
dents.

Some groups will col-
lect clothing or food and 
either try to distribute it 
to affected residents them-
selves or will drop it off at 
a sorting center, which can 
sometimes put an extra 
burden on volunteer work-
ers, especially if the items 
are not needed.

“In some ways, they 
are actually hurting the 
process, and in some cases 
they could even be delaying 
the delivery of aid,” said 
Berglund.

He is aware that most 
of the donations are well-
intentioned, but he would 
rather have donors give 
cash to fund the organized 
effort.

But elected officials 
like City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
blasted the Red Cross for 

its slow response to his dis-
trict.

And state Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) and U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) complained that the city 
was not well organized in 
delivering resources to the 
coastal neighborhood.

In some cases, outside 
groups are forming  effec-
tive chains of their own 
to pick up the perceived 
government slack. Occupy 
Wall Street has set up a dis-
tribution system of its own, 
called Occupy Sandy, using 
a network  of social media 
and a vast organizing prow-
ess to deliver aid to areas 
where the city, state and 
FEMA have been slow to 
respond. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY STEVE MOSCO

The hardship rises 
when the sun goes down in 
Far Rockaway.

“It gets cold, real cold,” 
said Latesha Williams, as 
she dug through rows of 
donated winter coats in the 
parking lot of the Thrift 
Way strip mall, at 20-52 
Mott Ave. “The floor feels 
like ice when the heat’s not 
working. It gets so cold it’s 
all you think about.”

Williams’ house in the 
seaside community was 
one of many still without 
power Saturday, when hun-
dreds of residents lined up 
to browse through all sorts 
of donated items as young 
and energetic volunteers 
guided them through a 
maze of wares. Powerless in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, residents filled bags 
with paper towels, cleaning 
products, bathroom items, 
baby products, canned 

goods, children’s toys and 
clothes.

 The event was orga-
nized by Reshma Saujani, 
the deputy advocate for 
Special Initiatives at the 
city public advocate office 
and executive director of 
the Fund for Public Advo-
cacy, in conjunction with 
We Care NYC, a city agency 
that helps people on public 
assistance. Donations came 
from New York Tech Meet-
up, I Love My LIFE, Flavor-
pill, Pencils of Promise and 
other nonprofit organiza-
tions, small businesses and 
advocates in the city. 

“We’ve been spend-
ing a lot of time here in 
Far Rockaway checking on 
residents,” said Saujani, 
who handed out sandwich-
es with singer John Leg-
end. “It’s been close to two 
weeks since a lot of these 
people had power — all that 
time with no heat and no 
hot food — so we are here to 

give them what they need.”
Aside from volunteer-

donated  household items 
and clothes, food trucks 
provided hot meals to the 
storm-weary residents. City 
Councilman James Sanders 

(D-Laurelton), along with 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) and Council-
men Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca) and Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans), listened to the 
plight of the people while 

dishing donated food.
“Far Rockaway caught 

hell in the hurricane, but 
what we gained from this 
is a new appreciation for 
being alive,” said Sanders. 
“And we are seeing the 
American people pouring 
their hearts out to our com-
munity.”

Those visiting the 
community also expressed 
concern for business in Far 
Rockaway, with Jack Fried-
man, executive director of 
the Queens Borough Cham-
ber of Commerce, advocat-
ing for business improve-
ment following the storm. 

“Some businesses may 
never reopen following the 
storm and we might have to 
think about starting over 
and supporting the future 
of the neighborhood,” he 
said. “We want this to be a 
viable area for business.”

Sandy’s sting is seen 
throughout the Far Rock-
away neighborhood in 

shuttered businesses and 
debris-cluttered sidewalks. 
Streetlights on Mott Avenue 
remained dark as drivers 
cautiously navigated busy 
intersections manned by 
dedicated police officers.

But despite the daily 
challenges they have grown 
accustomed to dealing 
with, residents embraced 
the opportunity to stock up 
on supplies, fill their bellies 
with grub and dance with 
their neighbors in defiance 
of Sandy’s shadow.

“This is the best I’ve 
felt since the storm,” said 
Devon Ridgley, who went 
from resident in need to 
impromptu volunteer. “It’s 
good to see so many smil-
ing faces under a bright 
sun and blue sky.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A New York Cares volunteer drops off water to a table manned 
by a member of the National Guard outside the Hammel Houses.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Far Rockaway residents fi nd help and hope after storm

Singer John Legend (second from l.) hands out sandwiches 
with City Councilman James Sanders and the Queens Borough 
Chamber of Commerce executive director in Far Rockaway. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Pulling together disaster relief poses challenge
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After Hurricane Sandy, aid came from many fronts to help 
those hardest hit in Queens. (Clockwise from top) a mas-
sive effort was organized at St. Francis De Sales Church 
in Belle Harbor; Carol Vigorito (l.) and Shannon Pallen 
sort through supplies at Dwarf Giraffe in Whitestone; 
Lana Galeno organizes baby items at St. Helen’s Church in 
Howard Beach; Gloria Rivera and her daughter, also named 
Gloria, carry a container of free fuel from the Fuel Relief 
Fund in Rockaway; Nicole Sciortino (l.) and Jamie Poisella 
pile  donated clothes outside Sullivan’s in Bayside; and de-
bris is collected outside a home in Belle Harbor. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Energy Effi cient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.

Many Colors & Styles

(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured
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Glen Oaks ambulance ferries people to safety
BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The Glen Oaks Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps. came 
to the rescue of stranded pa-
tients during the hurricane 
and afterward the group felt 
it was their duty to help out 
neighborhoods that bore the 
brunt of Sandy.

“Because we were 
lucky with not getting hit 
so hard out here in Glen 
Oaks and in the neighbor-
ing Queens areas, we had 
to do what was right, and 
the right thing for us to do 
was to try to help those we 
could,” said corps commu-
nity affairs Co-Chair Tra-
vis Kessel, who by day is a 
judicial law student at St. 
John’s University.

As the storm ap-
proached the East Coast, 
a crew was called into ac-
tion to evacuate patients at 
the NYU Langone Medical 
Center in Manhattan, and 
the following day, an am-
bulance was sent to Resort 
Nursing Home in Averne. 

At NYU, members helped 
to remove 20 patients, and 
in Rockaway the team of 
four people coordinated the 
transport of dozens of resi-
dents.

“They made sure all 
171 of those patients, includ-
ing 22 that were critical 
who had not had dialysis 
in about four or five days, 

they made sure they got to 
the right medical facilities,” 
Kessel said of the Averne as-
signment.

President Kathy Sex-
ton, the corps’ president, 
said the evacuation efforts 
were performed in addi-
tion to the group’s regular 
service with two crews of 
ambulances stationed at 

the headquarters, at 257-02 
Union Turnpike, to respond 
to local calls during the 
storm.

“A lot of these buildings 
over here actually lost all of 
their power the first night of 
the hurricane, “ Sexton said 
of northeast Queens.

In one instance, vol-
unteers carried an elderly 
man out of a dark apart-
ment building in Glen Oaks, 
down seven flights of stairs 
and along the street on a 
stretcher because the road 
was blocked on both sides 
by downed trees.

“We had crews here 
on duty, round the clock, 
and in some cases people 
were sleeping here between 
shifts – in some cases that 
was because people didn’t 
have power in their homes,” 
said community affairs 
Co-Chair Henry Ehrhadt, 
who serves as a customer 
service director for the city 
Sanitation Department. 
The headquarters has two 
cots set up on their second 

floorand the group boasts 
a membership of more than 
120 people, including about 
20 youth members. 

In the days follow-
ing the storm, the group 
brought donations to Brook-
lyn, Long Island, West Ham-
ilton Beach and Breezy 
Point, and the headquarters 
served as a drop-off site for 
local organizations, includ-
ing Our Lady of the Snows 
parish and PS 94 in Little 
Neck, which have pooled 
their efforts to provide 
clothes, food and toys for 
storm victims.

On Saturday, two 
vehicles were sent out to 
southern neighborhoods 
in Queens – chocked full of 
supplies.

“As we are bringing 
stuff in, there are people 
leaving with the stuff they 
need,” said Kessel, who co-
ordinated the relief drive.
As the relief efforts contin-
ue, the group emphasized 
the different items they are 
hoping to collect.

“The need for cloth-
ing isn’t there and we have 
nowhere to store it,” Kes-
sel said. Instead, the corps 
is asking for cleaning and 
medical supplies – mops, 
brooms, garbage bags, 
bleach and bandages.

“They are running 
short on a lot of regular 
stuff like regular old band-
aids, but they also don’t 
have enough oxygen tanks. 
If they are empty, we can 
transport them, because 
they are not dangerous to 
transport empty,” he said. 

Sexton, who works as a 
pre-school special education 
teacher, praised the group’s 
members and the youth 
squad for pitching in.

“I’m very proud of all 
of our members who came 
through,” she said. “These 
are people with families.  
They have their husbands, 
their wives, but they came 
down and they did a great 
job.”

BY STEVE MOSCO

When Mother Nature 
hit Queens with a devastat-
ing blow, residents banded 
together to heal the many 
wounds.

The Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Block Association 
stepped up to the plate 
once again for the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy while 
continuing to support those 
who remain in its wake.

The civic group hosted 
a flashlight vigil Friday 
and then donated the flash-
lights to the storm’s survi-
vors. The vigil was held at 
Jamaica Avenue and For-
est Parkway at the foot of 
a large evergreen tree that 
perished in the storm.

Prior to the flashlight 
vigil, WRBA spent time 
collecting clothing for dis-
tribution in affected com-
munities.

The Block Association 
said it was astounded by 
the tremendous generosity 
displayed by inhabitants 
following Hurricane San-
dy’s destructive path.

“The generosity of 
Woodhaven and of our 
friends has been over-
whelming,” said WRBA 
President Ed Wendell. “In 
the face of a disaster that 
devastated our neighbors, 
our community stepped up 
in a huge way to help out 
those in need. A lot of peo-
ple are hurting right now, 
but the community spirit 
we’ve seen over the past 
week leaves no doubt that 
south Queens will be back 
better than ever.”

Due to donations, the 
block association raised 
thousands of dollars as well 
as 50 carloads of clothes, 
food, water and other sup-
plies. In addition, volun-

teers contributed numer-
ous hours to sort, pack and 
transport the donations 
— which were delivered 
to Howard Beach, Broad 
Channel, Breezy Point and 
other neighborhoods south 
of Woodhaven that were hit 
hard by the superstorm.

People from across 

Woodhaven contributed to 
the cause, and donors from 
far out of state shipped 
supplies or donated money 
even though gasoline was 
in short supply, according 
to Wendell.

“Residents sprang 
into action,” he said. “Us-
ing their remaining gas to 

make sure supplies reached 
those in need.”

The WRBA collaborat-
ed with an array of organi-
zations and offices to maxi-
mize their efforts, including 
those of the Glendale Civil-
ian Observation Patrol, the 
West Hamilton Beach Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
the Hamilton Beach Civic 
Association, the Woodhaven 
Business Improvement 
District, Queens Taber-
nacle and the Woodhaven-
Richmond Hill Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, state 
Assemblymen Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) and Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park), 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) and City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village).

“Hurricane Sandy 
caused unprecedented 
damage to thousands of 
homes throughout the city, 

but as always New Yorkers 
are coming together to help 
those in need,” Crowley 
said.

Martin Colberg, a 
WRBA board member, 
said the block association 
wanted to help because it 
considers those affected 
the most by Sandy’s wrath 
neighbors.

“This was a huge team 
effort,” he said. “Those who 
are without heat or elec-
tricity, those who lost their 
belongings or their homes 
— those are our neighbors, 
and it was wonderful to see 
how many people in Wood-
haven and from all around 
are doing everything they 
can to help their neigh-
bors.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Member Mike Kopun points to supplies packed into an ambulance. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Woodhaven civic group steps up to help storm victims

Woodhaven residents joined forces to collect donations for victims 
of Hurricane Sandy. Courtesy Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association
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We honor all North Shore-LIJ physicians, nurses, emergency medical service technicians and 
paramedics, allied health, administrative, and support staff. 

Your devotion to keeping patients safe during the worst of Hurricane Sandy is a testament to your 
commitment, and a reflection of your dedication to the communities we serve. Although many of you 
were personally affected by the storm, you continued to work and care for others during one of the 
most devastating hurricanes in decades.

Our gratitude to you is immeasurable. Our pride in you is great. You are what makes North Shore-LIJ 
one of the best.

Volunteers needed to help clean up Rockaways
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Except for a few generator-
powered lights, the Rockaway 
Peninsula is plunged into dark-
ness at night, but during the 
daytime’s sunlight hours there is 
plenty of work to be done.

“The No. 1 need is for volun-
teers,” Alison Thompson, an or-
ganizer with Third Wave Volun-
teers said last Thursday at Belle 
Harbor’s St. Francis De Sales 
Church where a massive relief 
effort is underway. “If you’re not 
that strong, there’s plenty of work 
to be done organizing in here. If 
you’re able-bodied, we can use 
you outside cleaning up and go-
ing door-to-door.”

Throughout the day trucks 
packed with everything from 
bottled water to clothing to toilet 
paper arrive outside the church 
where they are unloaded into the 
building’s auditorium. Thomp-
son said that while donations 
have been pouring in from all 

over, there is a shortage of boots 
on the ground to get those sup-
plies and, more importantly, in-

formation out.
“Yesterday no one even knew 

a storm was going to hit,” she said 

as piles of sand left behind by Su-
perstorm Sandy’s surge outside 
sat topped with snow from last 
week’s nor’easter.

Many elderly residents who 
stayed behind in their homes af-
ter the peninsula was ordered 
evacuated as Sandy approached 
cannot travel far to get the food, 
medical supplies and assistance 
they need, Thompson said.

Third Wave Volunteers, 
which organizes the effort at 
St. Francis, was founded after 
Thompson went to Indonesia in 
2004 to assist in the recovery ef-
fort following a 9.3-magnitude 
earthquake that struck the island 
nation.

She helped out in Haiti in 
2010 after a devastating earth-
quake leveled parts of the Carib-
bean island and in Japan follow-
ing last year’s tsunami.

“What’s weird is those 
places were disgustingly hot,” 
she said. “Here it’s the opposite. 
We’re starting to get into this cold 

weather.”
Thompson said she has 

been getting the word out on the 
group’s Facebook page and hopes 
those who want to help will heed 
her call.

“The trick is that there’s no 
subway. But for like $12 each you 
can fill up a bus to come out,” she 
said.

On Sunday Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced the suspen-
sion of the $3.25 cash toll on the 
Cross Bay Veterans Memorial 
and Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges 
Memorial bridges to the Rock-
aways.

MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota said the $1.80 E-ZPass toll 
would be retroactively credited to 
customers’ accounts.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Volunteers move supplies at St. Francis De Sales Church. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of Android™ smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of U.S. national carriers. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited Time Offer. Up to $100 offer: Samsung Galaxy S III requires a new
2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). or Mobile Share plan. Discount is off of lower priced device and will not exceed retail price of device. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you
will be charged the difference between the discounted price and non-discounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage and other terms, conditions and restrictions
apply, and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided.
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee is up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal
svc charges, fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are
the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and
data plans required.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and data plans required.
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