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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The American Red Cross 
has come under fire by frus-
trated storm victims and elected 
officials in the wake of Hurri-
cane Sandy, with many charging 
the organization’s relief effort 
in southern Queens started far 
too late and has not been nearly 
strong enough.

“I’ve seen just a lethargic, 
slow response from the Red 
Cross,” City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) said. “Em-
barrassingly minimal.”

Ulrich said he has been on 
the ground in some of the harder 
hit regions of Queens daily since 
the day before the storm and that 
the organization was nowhere to 
be found in the first few days after 
the hurricane. He also said his ex-
perience trying to work with the 
Red Cross to bring a mobile Tide 
Laundromat truck to Queens 
has been frustrating, with Tide 
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
office saying the relief organiza-
tion should ask Tide to respond, 
but the Red Cross telling Ulrich 

BY PHIL CORSO

Fuel remained in high de-
mand more than two weeks after 
Hurricane Sandy swept her way 
through Queens as gas stations 
worked to restore electricity and 
provide relief to residents who 
had waited in long lines before 
the city imposed gas rationing.

In an effort to prevent anoth-
er gasoline crisis derived from 
stations losing power, state As-
semblyman David Weprin (D-Lit-
tle Neck) teamed up with another 
legislator to propose a bill requir-
ing gas stations to have backup 
power sources.

“It just makes common sense 
to be proactive and prepared for 
these increasingly destructive 
storms,” Weprin said. “It isn’t 

good for anyone to be unprepared, 
but especially our gas stations 
because of our reliance on gaso-
line.”

Weprin said long lines out-
side borough gas stations were 
not so much because of a shortage 
in fuel, but instead because of a 
shortage in options for drivers. 
The lawmaker joined with state 
Sen. David Carlucci (D-Nanuet) 
to draft legislation that would re-
quire gas stations to stock up to 
prevent long-term power outages 
in any future storms or disasters.

“If we can find a way to pre-
pare for a disaster, we should do 
it,” Weprin said. “I will do my 
part in Albany to see this bill 
becomes law long before another 
Hurricane Sandy.”

BY JOE ANUTA

Major League Soccer released a survey 
last week showing that seven out of 10 Queens 
residents support building a new 25,000-capac-
ity stadium in Queens.

The survey questioned a representative 
sample of 650 registered Queens voters, includ-

BY REBECCA HENELY

After President Barack 
Obama received record 
support from the Hispanic 
population during his re-
election last week, Queens’ 
Hispanic legislators said it 
was the Republican Party’s 
hard-line stance against 

immigration reform that 
lost challenger Mitt Rom-
ney the vote.

“This is not the party 
that shares our ideals,” 
said state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights).

A former Massachu-
setts governor, Romney 

picked up 27 percent of the 
Hispanic electorate’s vote, 
according to exit polls, a 
marked decrease from when 
fellow Republican nomi-
nees U.S. Sen. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) won 31 percent in 
2008 and former President 
George W. Bush captured 
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REMINDERS OF SANDY

A beachfront home in Belle Harbor, damaged during Hurricane Sandy, 
was marked with a red placard, meaning the building is seriously dam-
aged and unsafe to enter. Photo by Christina Santucci

Michelle Gonzalez, with her Yorkie Chiquita, 
voted for President Barack Obama in Ozone 
Park. Obama received a record high per-
centage of the Hispanic vote across the 
country. Photo by Christina Santucci

MLS survey says Queens 
supports soccer stadium

Hispanic voting bloc speaks up

Red Cross gets
scolding from
boro electeds

Weprin wants
backup power

for gas stations
Albany bill would require generators
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY STEVE MOSCO

While celebrities and 
elected officials display 
some post-Hurricane Sandy 
goodwill  in hard-hit places 
like Far Rockaway and 
Staten Island, residents in 
a small Queens community 
are gutting their basements 
and wondering where to go 
from here.

Howard Beach was 
classified as Zone B be-
fore the storm unleashed 
its fury, so there was no 
mandatory evacuation or-
der given. As such, many 
people living on the side 
streets adjacent to Cross 
Bay Boulevard stayed to 
weather the storm and were 
left unprepared for much of 
the destruction to come.

Walter and Josephine 
Nowich were in their home 
on 92nd Street when they 
noticed water rushing up 
the street. They grabbed 
what they could and headed 

to a friend’s house in Lin-
denwood.

“It felt like a matter of 
seconds before cars were 
floating down the street,” 
said Walter Nowich, whose 
finished basement was 
completely flooded.

The couple has lived 
in the house for 27 years 
and said if they had been 
alerted to the potential for 
flooding, they would have 
moved many of their valu-
ables and important docu-
ments to the second floor.

“My beautiful base-
ment is ruined,” said Jo-
sephine Nowich about the 
space that once featured 
couches, a bar and exercise 
equipment. “We could have 
saved so much, but we were 
never told how bad it would 
get here.”

The Nowiches are not 
sure if they will refinish 
the basement, but they are 
sure of one thing: the kind-
ness and strength of their 

community.
“The block really 

came together to support 
each other,” Walter said. 
“Life just has to get back 
to basics. We’re lucky to be 
alive.”

Stories like that of the 
Nowiches’ repeat through-
out Howard Beach with 
families pouring over per-

sonal items once stored in 
the basement that are now 
soggy and ruined at curb-
side.

A 78-year-old man, who 
would only give his name 
as Ed, lost his treasure, a 
1937 Packard luxury auto-
mobile. He also lost a pool 
table from the late 1800s, as 
well as power tools dating 

back to the 1950s.
“There isn’t much 

worth saving,” he said. 
“I’ve lived here since 1957 
and it’s all gone. I lost my 
life in a moment.”

A moment was all 
Jeinne Reskallah had to 
get out of harm’s way. The 
63-year-old resident on 90th 
Street watched as her son 
Giovanni, 23, was pulled 
from flood waters by rescu-
ers after he left the house. 
Reskallah, who believes 
Howard Beach should have 
been under a mandatory 
evacuation order, said the 
current was too strong for 
her son  to make it back, so 
she sought refuge with her 
daughter-in-law in her bed-
room.

Reskallah’s basement 
was also ruined, along 
with a treasure trove of 
collectibles the widow had 
amassed through the years. 
She lost paintings, Bugs 
Bunny stills, coins, Olym-

pic merchandise and much 
more, but she knows from 
experience that it is family 
that matters most.

“I don’t suffer for ma-
terial things. I miss my 
husband the most,” said 
Reskallah, whose husband 
Adel died from cancer 
seven years ago. “You can 
buy new stuff, but you can’t 
bring back someone you 
love so much.”

Appreciation for life 
and a renewed perspec-
tive are what most How-
ard Beach residents are 
clinging to these days. 
Joyce Raia, whose house 
was nearly smashed when 
a huge tree came crashing 
down during the storm, 
said the devastation could 
have been much worse.

“We still have a roof 
over our heads,” said Raia. 
“In some places, they lost 
everything.”

Walter and Josephine Nowich stand in their Howard Beach 
basement, which was flooded during Hurricane Sandy. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Occupy Sandy spearheads Rockaway med center
BY KAREN FRANTZ

A team of grassroots 
organizers and volunteer 
doctors, nurses and social 
workers have pooled efforts 
to provide much-needed 
medical care in the Rock-
aways since Hurricane 
Sandy devastated the re-
gion, setting up a make-
shift medical center along 
one of the main strips and 
canvassing homes to assess 
people’s needs.

The center is orga-
nized by Occupy Sandy, a 
coordinated relief effort 
loosely associated with Oc-
cupy Wall Street that also 
has several volunteer and 
donation centers set up in 
hard-hit neighborhoods, 
such as Broad Channel 
in Queens and Red Hook, 
Brighton Beach and Coney 
Island in Brooklyn . 

The Rockaway medi-
cal center is located in a 
gutted building at Rock-
away Beach Boulevard and 

Beach 113th Street, across 
the street from an Occupy 
Sandy aid center and a 
block of burned down hous-
es. Organizers have called 
it the Yana Medical Center, 
“Yana” being the name of 
the community center that 
houses the aid site across 
the street and now stand-
ing as shorthand for “you 
are never alone.”

A doctor volunteering 
at the center, David Ores — 
or Dr. Dave as he is known 
by organizers and patients 
— said efforts to treat 
residents can keep some 
of them out of emergency 
rooms, freeing up resourc-
es for others. He pointed 
to providing medicine to 
patients with asthma and 
diabetes as an example.

“It’s a minor thing, but 
it prevents a big mess,” he 
said.

He spent his second 
day volunteering at the cen-
ter Friday, seeing patients 
and writing non-narcotic 

drug prescriptions for 
people who needed them. 
He said he was prescribing 
supplies for up to one month 
and once he first sees a pa-
tient at the center, he is able 
to write prescriptions over 
the phone.

Donning a leather bik-
er jacket, he gave a short 
lesson to volunteers on how 
to spot a diabetic patient 

who may be in immediate 
need of medical care based 
on their regular insulin 
dosage.

“Believe whatever 
they say,” he told them, say-
ing it would be rare to come 
across a diabetic patient 
who was unsure about his 
or her dose.

Meanwhile, another 
Occupy Sandy organizer, 

Sofia Gallisa, said Friday 
the group was sending 
nurses and other volun-
teers to go door-to-door to 
figure out where medical 
care was needed.

She said a number of 
residents who need medi-
cal assistance live in high 
rises and public housing 
that were without working 
elevators or water, in some 

cases, and they may not be 
able to get out to see a doc-
tor.

“We find there are a lot 
of people who haven’t been 
able to leave their apart-
ments, especially seniors,” 
she said.

Gallisa said she was 
frustrated with what she 
said was a lack of govern-
ment response centered on 
medical needs in the area 
and said to her knowledge 
Occupy Sandy was one of 
the first groups in the Rock-
aways knocking on doors to 
offer help.

She made her remarks 
the same day city Depart-
ment of Health medical 
teams started going from 
apartment to apartment 
in  high-rise buildings in 
the Rockaways and Co-
ney Island, an effort an-
nounced by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg the previous 
day on Thursday.

Occupy Sandy organizer Sofia Gallisa (second from l.) briefs volunteers on the day’s activities outside 
the Yana Community Center in the Rockaways. Photo by Karen Frantz

SUPERSTORM SANDY

Howard Beach struggles to recover from hurricane
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Shenee Johnson, an 
anti-gun activist who lost 
her son to a shooter, said 
she hoped the conviction of 
two notorious Crips street 
gang members for the 2009 
killing of a 13-year-old Ja-
maica boy would bring his 
mother, Donna Hood, peace 
and warn others against 
pulling the trigger.

“I’m happy for her. I 
feel like she can get clo-
sure,” Johnson said.

Gregory Calas, 21, 
of 228th Street and 145th 
Avenue in St. Albans, and 
Nnonso Ekwegbalu, 19, of 
183rd Street and 141st Av-
enue in Springfield Gar-
dens, who are both Crips, 
were found guilty of killing 
Kevin Miller Jr. after a six-
week trial presided over 
by Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Gregory Lasak, the 
DA said.

Hood said she was re-
lieved at the verdict. The 

case was difficult to bring 
to trial, as many of the 
youths involved in the in-
cident were afraid to come 
forward and put their lives 
in jeopardy.

“I feel like, rightfully, 
justice was served,” she 
said.

Calas and Ekweg-
balu had been involved in 
a physical fight with the 
Bloods Oct. 2, 2009 outside 
Campus Magnet HS in 
Cambria Heights, at around 
3:15 p.m., the DA said. Calas 
had fired his .380-caliber, 
semi-automatic revolver 
and Ekwegbalu had fired 
another gun at three un-
armed Blood members he 
had been fighting as they 
tried to run away in front 
of a car wash at Linden and 
Springfield boulevards, the 
DA said.

One of their bullets 
ended up striking Kevin, 
who had been walking to 
a nearby McDonald’s, in 
the head and killing him 

instantly, the DA said. An-
other bullet hit 17-year-old 
Pedro Garcia in the left 
leg, the DA said. Garcia, 
who was working at the 
car wash, was treated at 
a Queens hospital, the DA 
said.

“The defendants in 
this case cut short the life 
of an innocent 13-year-old 
student and wounded a sec-

ond teen who was working 
at a car wash by engaging 
in reckless — and ultimate-
ly fatal — gun violence,” 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said in a 
statement. “The streets of 
Queens County must not 
be turned into deadly bat-
tlegrounds for these rival 
gangs.”

Kevin, who like Gar-

cia had no involvement in 
youth gangs, was a hard-
working student and a 
member of many commu-
nity groups.

After the death of her 
son, Hood started the KLM 
Jr. Foundation to improve 
the lives of youths in the 
community and award 
scholarships.

Calas and Ekwegbalu 
shared the same trial, but 
their cases were both con-
sidered by separate juries, 
which found each of them 
guilty, the DA said.

Calas’ jury found him 
guilty of first-degree man-
slaughter, second-degree 
attempted murder, two 
counts of assault and two 
counts of criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, the DA 
said. Ekwegbalu’s jury con-
victed him of first-degree 
manslaughter, two counts 
of assault and one count of 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, the DA said.

Calas and Ekwegbalu 

both face 50 years in prison 
at their sentencing, which 
will be held Jan. 9.

Johnson, whose son 
Kendrick Ali Morrow was 
fatally shot at a block party 
in 2010, said she hoped the 
conviction of Calas and 
Ekwegbalu would discour-
age other young men from 
picking up guns. She also 
said witnesses unwilling to 
speak up is common, which 
makes convictions more 
difficult.

“I understand the fear 
because who’s going to pro-
tect them?” Johnson said. 
“On the other hand, do the 
right thing.”

Hood said she has 
asked to speak at Calas 
and Ekwegbalu’s sentenc-
ing. She said she does not 
seek sympathy or even an 
apology from her son’s kill-
ers, but she wants them to 
have long sentences and to 
realize the impact of their 
crimes.

124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Kevin Miller Jr. was shot while walking to a McDonald’s in 
Springfield Gardens. Photo courtesy Donna Hood

Two Crips guilty of killing boy in Cambria Hts.
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BY JOE ANUTA

After a Chinese tourist 
died from a brutal robbery 
in Flushing last month, 
her relatives’ only wish is 
to take her remains back 
to their hometown, but 
instead they are mired 
in a tangle of red tape in 
Queens.

“We are exhausted. We 
just want this to be over,” 
Wei Yang said through a 
translator during an inter-
view conducted with him 
and his wife, Liu Li.

He is the brother of 
Haiyan Yang, the 37-year-
old who was visiting 
America when three weeks 
into her trip she was hit so 
hard during a downtown 
mugging that she was pro-
nounced brain dead. Yang 
died from her injuries in 
late October.

Police arrested Brian 
Rodriguez, 35, of Long Is-
land, and the Queens dis-
trict attorney charged him 
with assault and robbery, 
although the charges are 
expected to be upgraded 
in light of Haiyan Yang’s 
death.

After news reached 
Wei Yang in Shanghai, he 
had to apply for a visa to 
enter the country and re-
ceived help from the office 
of U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside). The couple ar-
rived in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy.

“Why did he have to 
hit her so hard?” asked Li, 
breaking down in tears. 
“They didn’t leave the fam-
ily any chance.”

Rodriguez allegedly 
punched Yang on the side 
of the head while she was 
walking near the corner of 
Parsons Boulevard and 41st 
Avenue, the DA said. 

Haiyan Yang, who 
worked in sales, had a 
10-year-old daughter back 
in Guangdong, the family’s 
home province.

A single mother, Yang 
was not married, but in her 
20s adopted the child, Yong 
En Yang, after she saw the 
little girl on the street, her 
brother said.

Wei Yang and Li still 
have not told the daughter 
what happened and plan 
to take her into their home 
once they return.

But before any of that 
can happen, they must first 
traverse the legal obstacles 
of trying to get Yang’s re-
mains out of the country.

“We did not expect 
there to be so much paper-
work,” he said.

Instead of grieving, 
the couple said they have 
been going to hospitals, the 
medical examiner and the 
Chinese embassy for nearly 
two weeks.

He already knew that 
bringing his sister’s body 
back to China in a coffin 
would be too expensive.

“We are not a rich fam-
ily,” Wei Yang said, adding 
that a car service to the 
Long Island hospital from 
Flushing and back cost  a 
half month’s expenses in 
China.

But once here they 
found out cremation re-

quires a notarized signa-
ture from Yang’s mother, 
who was back home in 
Guangdong.

And so they sent a form 
back and as of Tuesday were 
still waiting for its return. 
They will have to produce a 
death certificate to the Chi-
nese embassy in order for 
them to get on a plane back 
to the country.

Luckily, Wei Yang and 
Li are staying with a Flush-
ing couple who are friends 
of Yang’s, and the Chinese 
community has caught 
wind of their plight and has 
donated funds that will go 
toward cremation and rais-
ing Yang’s daughter.

“The support has been 
tremendous,” said Larry 
Swint, whose wife knew 
Yang in China and who has 
taken in the couple while 
they wait.

Wei Yang hopes to 
soon be able to bury his sis-
ter, but he also hopes that 
others in the immigrant 
community will listen to 
his story and try to protect 
each other, since many are 
far from friends and fam-
ily, to ensure that a tragedy 
like this does not happen 
again.

Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

Haiyan Yang (l.), the Chinese tourist killed in Flushing, poses with 
her 10-year-old daughter Yong En Yang. Photo courtesy Yang family

www.TimesLedger.com

Body of slain tourist
still held in Flushing
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BY STEVE MOSCO

People usually assume 
the worst when the phone 
rings at 3 a.m., but former 
Queens resident Alvin 
Roth had a good feeling 
about who was calling in 
the early morning hours of 
Oct. 15.

The Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences jarred 
Roth from his slumber that 
night to award the Stanford 
University professor the 
Nobel Prize in Economic 
Sciences.

“I knew I was in the 
running for the prize, but 
I didn’t think it was very 
likely,” Roth said in a tele-
phone interview from his 
home in California. “My 
friends all claimed to know 
it was a definite.”

The academy cited the 
Bayside native for his work 
in “the theory of stable allo-
cations and the practice of 
market design.” According 
to the academy, the work 
“honors work that provid-
ed a deeper understanding 
of how markets work and 
put that knowledge to use 
for the practical benefit of 
humanity.”

Roth, who attended 
Martin Van Buren High 
School in Queens Village 
but did not receive a high 
school diploma because he 
left high school early , re-
ceived  the prize for work 
that made for better match-
ups among students and 

the schools they wish to 
attend and between kidney 
donors and recipients. Roth 
is credited with implement-
ing concrete uses for the 
matchmaking theories 
of UCLA professor Lloyd 
Shapley, with whom the 
economist will share the 
$1.2 million prize.

“It is really nice to be 
recognized for my work 
and win this award,” said 
Roth, who grew up near Al-
ley Pond but left Queens in 
1971. “The work that led to 
the award was one eureka 
moment among a thousand 
frustrations.”

Roth, the McCaw Se-
nior Visiting Professor of 
Economics at Stanford and 
a Stanford alumnus who 
will become a full faculty 
member at the start of 2013, 

is a pioneer in the field of 
game theory and experi-
mental economics and in 
their application to the de-
sign of new economic insti-
tutions.

Stanford University 
Provost John Etchemendy, 
who described Roth’s re-
cent arrival at Stanford as 
“fortuitous,” praised the 
economist as not only “an 
extraordinary research-
er and teacher, admired 
worldwide by other econo-
mists,” but also “a heck of a 
nice human being.”

Roth said the prize 
has sparked an interest in 
economics on Stanford’s 
campus and his students 
are listening more closely 
during his lectures.

“I’m sure my lectures 
are a lot more interesting 

now. Also, I’m probably 
funnier and more hand-
some, too,” joked Roth. 
“But I think they’ll get 
over it pretty quickly. The 
students in my class are al-
ready heavily into market 
design and the Nobel Prize 
will make little difference 
to them.”

One noticeable change 
in his life, Roth observed, 
is the media attention that 
has infiltrated his once aca-
demically tranquil life. The 
professor said he has been 
bounced around the globe 
and has made appearances 
on Swedish television.

And even though he 
appreciates the attention 
garnered for his chosen 
profession, he is anxiously 
anticipating a life without 
pre-dawn phone calls.

BY JOE ANUTA

The Bayside man ac-
cused by the FBI of sending 
a death threat to a Pennsyl-
vania bank was found not 
guilty late last month in 
Brooklyn federal court.

A jury took less than 
an hour to acquit Michael 
Chung, 52, who was cleared 
on charges of sending the 
malicious missive across 
state lines in August, ac-
cording to federal court 
documents.

“I had confidence 
about how it was going to 
turn out, but to sit through 
the trial and have the jury 
decide your fate was a little 
scary,” said Chung, who 
was released after he was 
found innocent Oct. 25 and 
is now home with his wife.

On Aug. 6, a Sovereign 
Bank in Pottsville, Pa., re-
ceived a threatening fax 
that appeared to have been 
signed by Chung.

Chung had been trying 
to sell his Bayside condo, 
according to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 
but was prevented from do-
ing so by the $179,000 left on 
a home equity loan issued 
by Sovereign Bank.

The fax contained a 
plan on how Chung’s debt 
could be eliminated, but the 
end of the communique also 
claimed that the Second 
Amendment authorized the 
sender to use “deadly force 
to protect my interests as a 
national citizen.”

He was arrested a day 

later and denied bail, spend-
ing the next three months 
in Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Brooklyn await-
ing trial, he said.

But his spirits were 
lifted once federal prosecu-
tors handed over their evi-
dence to Chung’s lawyer, 
Ephraim Savitt.

Aside from a copy of 
the fax, they included sur-
veillance footage capturing 
precisely when the message 
in question was sent from a 
Bayside Staples store.

“A picture is worth a 
thousand words,” Savitt 
said. “What was wrong 
with the picture is that it 
was not my guy.”

Savitt said the footage 
clearly showed someone 
else sent the fax, and he was 
shocked that the govern-
ment continued to pursue 
the case in light of such an 
obvious piece of evidence.

Bayside native wins Nobel
Stanford University professor Alvin Roth takes Prize in economics

Alvin Roth (l.) is a Nobel Prize-winning economist who grew up near Alley Pond in Bayside. 
Photo courtesy Stanford University

Witnesses in Brooklyn federal 
court said the man pictured in 
surveillance footage submit-
ted as evidence is not Michael 
Chung, who was found inno-
cent of sending a threatening 
fax across state lines. 

Image courtesy Michael Chung

Jury acquits Baysider
of bank threat charge 
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BRING THIS AD FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS!

437 Old Country Road
Westbury, NY 11590

516-333-0777
www.designsforlivingbygil.com

LIKE us on Facebook!

GOING OUT 

OF BUSINESS!GOING OUT 

OF BUSINESS!
IT’S TIME TO REBUILD QUEENS!

Dear Superstorm Sandy Survivors:
 
You have just survived the worst natural disaster 
in American History.  Amidst the heartbreak of the 
unthinkable devastation caused by Superstorm Sandy, 
the families of Queens must move forward in efforts 
to recover some level of normalcy.
Designs For Living wants to help you rebuild your 
lives - we are here in Westbury with a packed 
showroom of quality contemporary furniture being 
LIQUIDATED NOW at our MASSIVE Going Out of 
Business Sale - you can purchase FURNITURE FOR 
EVERY ROOM IN YOUR HOME at a fraction of it’s 
TRUE WORTH!

We have a HUGE SELECTION ON SITE - Buy 
it TODAY, have it HOME TONITE!  Bring your 
TRUCK to save even more!

We anticipate a HUGE RESPONSE and will have 
EXTRA HELP available to assist you.  We are open 
and ready to meet your home furnishing needs.
Sincerely,

Designs for Living

QUALITY 
FURNITURE

AT SACRIFICE
PRICES SAVE

70%
UP TO 
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PrePresentsts

One Night OnlyOne Night Only
Christmas in Vienna

One Night Only

Dec. 15, 2012 @ 7:30 pm
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Code: TL12
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Albert McSwain and 
his daughter had only 
wanted to get some air after 
the hurricane, she said.

But after the pair en-
countered a pitch-black 
stairwell slick with water, 
McSwain’s daughter, Al-
lison McSwain-Lockett, 
headed back for a flash-
light so they could better 
navigate their way outside 
from the fourth floor in the 
Hammel Houses following 
Sandy.

“When I came back, he 
had slipped,” she said. ”I 
wasn’t gone a split second.”

McSwain-Lockett said 
she ran to alert emergency 
responders, who then car-
ried out McSwain from be-
tween the third and fourth 
floors on a stretcher. His 
daughter said the 77-year-
old’s spinal cord had been 
severed in the fall and his 
head had hit the concrete.

After several days 
of treatment, McSwain, 
a U.S. Army veteran who 
had worked for 23 years 
as a custodian at the city 
Police Academy, died at 
Jamaica Hospital. He was 
the 11th person in Queens 
whose death is attributed 
to the storm and his death 
brought the city’s total to 

43, police said.
His family complained 

that the New York City 
Housing Authority, which 
oversees the Hammel Hous-
es in central Rockaway, 
had not properly secured 
the stairwells.  NYCHA de-
clined to comment.

“When you have a wa-
ter condition, I don’t care 
what you are doing, you 
are supposed to 
put out cones,” 
McSwain-Lock-
ett said. “They 
could have barricaded 
these doors and said, ‘Stay 
in here. Don’t go outside.’”

Relatives described 
McSwain as healthy, stur-
dy and having a big appe-
tite for life. His daughter 
recalled buying him a cake 
for his birthday last month, 
and McSwain left her the 
bakery box string on top of 
the TV to indicate he had 
finished the whole treat 
himself.

McSwain-Lockett said 
she had moved back in with 
her father after she was 
displaced from her home in 
Jamaica following Tropi-
cal Storm Irene and she 
praised his generosity.

“I’ve brought total 
strangers here to his door, 
and said, ‘I need some help.’ 
He helped them,” she re-

called.
A father of five, grand-

father of 13 and great-grand-
father of 10, McSwain was 
originally from Alabama 
and moved to New York af-
ter serving in the Korean 
War. He beat throat cancer 
in 1989, his daughter said.

A service was sched-
uled for Thursday between 
3 p.m. and 5 p.m. at Deliv-

erance Baptist 
Church, at 227-
11 Linden Blvd. 
in Cambria 

Heights, with a funeral to 
follow at the same location 
between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Relatives said Mon-
day that they had waited to 
tell McSwain’s 2-year-old 
great-granddaughter, Shay-
la Johnson, of his death. 
When she would ask for Mc-
Swain after his fall, family 
members would have her 
call his phone, so she could 
listen to his voicemail.

“Every afternoon, be-
cause she lives around the 
corner, she calls him and 
says, ‘Grandpa, are you all 
right?’” McSwain-Lockett 
said.

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Slip and fall at Hammels 
kills vet in wake of Sandy

Allison McSwain-Lockett holds a photo of her father Albert McSwain, who died after falling in the 
stairwell of the Hammels Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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It’s about enjoying and
managing the money you have. 

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s not about how much money you make. 

South Asians mark festival of lights in Richmond Hill
Hurricane relief efforts cancel annual motorcade but do not damper spirits at Diwali celebration

BY STEVE MOSCO

Bright decorations adorned 
in a myriad of colors and lights lit 
up the dusk as revelers gathered 
to celebrate Diwali in Richmond 
Hill last weekend.

The festival of lights is ob-
served by Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists and others in South Asia. 
The five-day festival is centered 
on the new moon and is observed 
by lighting diyas — simple oil 
lamps — to signify the victory of 
good over evil in the individual.

Presented by the Divya Jyoti 
Association and the Arya Spiritu-
al Center, the celebration kicked 
off at the Arya Spiritual Center 
grounds, at 104-20 133rd St.

“Every year people come 
out and decorate in honor of the 
Goddess Lakshmi. We only have 
two major holidays in the Hindu 
religion. We’re looking to make 
Diwali a major community event, 
and it has been growing. We’re 
very excited about it,” said Lak-
shmee Singh, one of the founding 

members of the Arya’s festivities.
Diwali celebrations span a 

five-day period, each day being 
assigned a special significance 
as ordained by Hindu doctrine. 
The first day of Diwali, known as 
“Dhan-trayodashi,” is a day dur-
ing which one gives thanks for all 
spiritual and material wealth in 
one’s life.

Jamaica resident Meera 
Singh said Diwali always reminds 
her of her native Trinidad, where 
she was born, raised and spent 
many years celebrating this festi-
val of lights.

“I grew up into the religion,” 
said Singh, who spent the holiday 
in Richmond Hill for the first 
time. “In Trinidad at this time of 
year, we have a big celebration for 
the festival of lights, and I wanted 
to see if it was as big here as it is 
there.”

The party did not reach the 
heights of previous years, how-
ever, as the annual motorcade 
had to be canceled because there 
were not enough police officers to 

block off Liberty Avenue. Many 
members of the NYPD have been 
engaged in hurricane relief ef-
forts in Queens and other parts of 
the city.

But the stationary nature 
of this year’s celebration did not 
dampen the spirits of those who 
attended since they felt even more 
motivation to have fun and appre-
ciate their neighbors, especially 
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Lolita Maharaj, of Richmond 
Hill, said the parade helps bring 
the community together, espe-
cially youngsters, and is exactly 
what the community needs as 
neighboring areas continue to 
rebuild.

“It’s tradition,” she said. “It’s 
not just one celebration this year. 
It comes every year and no storm 
can stop it. We really cherish it 
and will always celebrate it.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.Dancers from the Natraj Center for Performing Arts take the stage for the Diwali 

celebration in Richmond Hill.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday – Friday 3:30pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm – 10:00pm

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY PHIL CORSO

After a summer in 
which residents throughout 
northeast Queens raised 
their voices over growing 
airplane noise, one state 
senator has introduced 
legislation that would put 
more power in the hands — 
and ears — of the people.

A bill introduced by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) would require the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey to routine-
ly conduct noise and land 
use compatibility surveys, 
as outlined under federal 
aviation regulations, and 
also host public hearings to 
oversee aircraft noise com-
plaints.

“My office continues 
to hear from homeown-
ers who are irate at this 
abrupt increase in air traf-
fic over their homes, which 
is causing an intolerable 
amount of noise pollution,” 
Avella said. “Frankly, this 
is unfathomable that the 
PANYNJ, which controls 
three of the busiest air-
ports in the world in one 
of the largest metropolitan 
areas in the world, has not 
conducted a study assess-
ing the impact of aircraft 
noise in residential areas.”

According to Avella, 
the Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration started test-
ing new approach and 
departure paths for the ma-
jor metropolitan airports 
throughout the Northeast 
under what the FAA calls 
the NextGen Program. The 
increase in the number of 
flights , Avella said, has 
created a lot of noise in the 
community from more air 
traffic flying overhead.

In Bayside, a group had 
joined forces with neigh-
bors in both Queens and 
Nassau counties to form a 
unified voice against what 
they said was an increas-
ingly intolerable rise in air-
craft noise flying over their 
homes. Janet McEneany, 
a member of Community 
Board 11, helped lead a 
charge in northeast Queens 
to push back against the 
FAA.

“We just want to know 
why we have this noise and 
all these vapor trails,” McE-
neany said. “People want to 
know what’s happening. 
There has not been enough 
information put out to the 
communities.”

Earlier this summer, 
Avella joined with several 
northeast Queens leaders 
to press the FAA for an-
swers. State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said there has not been 
enough communication be-

tween the agency and the 
communities affected by 
more airliner noise.

“We can’t tolerate 
this,” Braunstein said. 
“They tried their tests and 
they didn’t work. Now tell 
us when it is going to stop.”

Avella said FAA regu-
lations provide a mecha-
nism allowing the agency to 
consider aircraft noise and 
how it affects communi-
ties, which has been imple-
mented at major airports 
outside New York and New 
Jersey. The senator called 
on the FAA to pay closer at-
tention to the metropolitan 
area and to heed the calls 
from both lawmakers and 
citizens in the northeast to 
remain part of the discus-
sions.

“While I understand 
new flight patterns may 
need to be instituted, they 
need to be properly evaluat-
ed to determine the impact 
on the quality of life for 
residents,” Avella said. “I 
introduced this legislation 
to give these residents a 
voice in a decision-making 
process that will have such 
a profound effect on their 
daily lives.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

A plane flies over Flushing Bay en route to LaGuardia Airport, where a change in flight patterns has 
raised the noise level in northeast Queens. Photo by Christina Santucci

Avella bill calls for PA
to oversee plane noise
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

1st COURSE
Butternut Squash Soup
roasted butternut squash, nutmeg, cinnamon, aromatic 
vegetables and cream

Pumpkin Ravioli
served in a walnut butter sauce

Field Green Salad 
with Goat Cheese, cucumber and  balsamic vinaigrette

Edison Place Crab Cakes 
($5 supplement)
with savoy cabbage slaw and horseradish dill vinaigrette

2nd COURSE
Roasted Tom Turkey
with cornbread, sausage and apple stuffi ng, choice of  
horseradish mash or sweet potato mash, and green 
beans almondine

Pan-Seared Tilapia
served in a roasted red pepper beurre blanc sauce with 
sauteed asparagus and parmesan mashed potatoes 

Spiral Ham
with Cherry & Kirsch sauce, served with cornbread, sausage 
and apple stuffi ng, choice of horseradish mash or sweet 
potato mash, and green beans almondine

Char Grilled 16 oz. New York Shell Steak 
($10 supplement)
char grilled with maître d’ butter, served with mashed 
potatoes and green beans almondine

3rd COURSE
Pumpkin Cheesecake
Cherry Pie
Apple Strudel
Coffee & Tea will accompany Desserts

Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

$35.95 per person*

* Price does not include tax and gratuity.  20% gratuity will be added to parties of 6 or more

Horseradish Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Mashed Potatoes
Sausage Apple Stuffi ng
Green Beans Almondine

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

*comes with complimentary soda and one scoop of ice cream 

Turkey Dinner
Macaroni & 
Cheese

Ham Dinner
Chicken 
Fingers

No event is too big or too small.
Call for package information.

* * * 
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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City Tech’s Green Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative The CareerPATH Program in Manufacturing 

 EARN COLLEGE CREDITS AND DEGREES  

ALL EXPENSES PAID 
NYC College of Technology (City Tech), CUNY’s designated college of technology, offers stackable, 
credit-bearing industry-recognized credentials leading to associate degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology and Industrial Design Technology.  Wrap-around support services and job placement       
assistance are provided to program participants. 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 
 
�� 18 years old (preferably 24 or older) 
�� High School Diploma/GED or college credits 
�� US Citizenship or legally authorized to work in the US 
�� Displaced and incumbent workers, veterans and prospective college students 
�� Take the CUNY Assessment Test (CAT), demonstrate strong math skills, and ability/interest 

in the mechanical/technology fields. 

TO RESERVE A SEAT IN OUR UPCOMING INFORMATION SESSIONS ON  
Nov. 20th and Dec. 11th, CALL: 

The CareerPATH Program Advisor 
718- 552-1150 

gamc@citytech.cuny.edu 

This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution was created 
by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees,  
warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including,  

but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timelines, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability  
or ownership. 

New York City College of Technology 
Business & Industry Training Center 
Dept. of Mechanical Engineering Technology & Industrial Design 

www.citytech.cuny.edu/bitc/manufacturing      

BY REBECCA HENELY

Queens’ two openly 
gay city councilmen said 
they were buoyed by the 
general election last week 
when three states voted in 
favor of same-sex marriage 
and many LGBT politicians 
won higher office across 
the country.

“It was a fantastic 
night for the LGBT move-
ment, one that I found per-
sonally motivating and 
reinvigorating,” said Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights).

Both Dromm and 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said they were happy three 
states — Maine, Maryland 
and Washington — passed 
voter referendums approv-
ing marriage equality and 
that several gay and les-
bian candidates won seats 
in Congress, including 
current U.S. Rep. Tammy 

Baldwin (D-Wis.), who will 
become the first openly gay 
senator.

Baldwin beat out for-
mer Wisconsin Gov. Tom-
my Thompson, who tried 
to paint her as an ideologue 
with a weak defense record, 
for the seat of outgoing U.S. 
Sen. Herb Kohl (D-Wis.).  
Baldwin claimed Thomp-
son used his health care 
company to secure a con-
tract to treat 9/11 respond-
ers but never delivered the 
care.

Van Bramer and 
Dromm said the elections 
were an indicator that na-
tional public opinion on 
LGBT rights is changing.

“I think some of these 
things I thought would 
happen I never thought 
they would happen this 
quickly,” Van Bramer said. 
“I think what has been re-
ally dramatic is the pace at 
which equality is kind of 
marching at this point for 

the LGBT community and I 
think that’s breathtaking.”

Dromm said he did not 
believe civil rights such as 
marriage should be put to 
a popular vote, but he said 

the decisions in the three 
states proved that voters 
are willing to vote in favor 
of same-sex marriage.

“Our opponents used 
to argue that no state would 

pass it if it was put up to 
vote for the people and our 
opponents can no longer 
use that line,” he said.

New York made same-
sex marriage legal through 
the state Legislature last 
year.

Van Bramer praised 
Baldwin as “an amazing 
woman, incredibly smart 
person and a great legisla-
tor,” but Dromm said it was 
also significant that New 
York will be sending its 
first openly gay man to the 
House of Representatives 
in Democrat Sean Patrick 
Maloney, who defeated U.S. 
Rep. Nan Hayworth (R-Bed-
ford) in a race marked by 
sharp tongues and accusa-
tions of extremism on both 
sides. 

“I could never imagine 
there would be an openly 
gay congressman in Pough-
keepsie,” Dromm said.

Van Bramer also said 
the re-election of President 

Barack Obama was crucial 
to the cause of LGBT rights 
after Obama said he sup-
ported same-sex marriage.

“It was incredibly, in-
credibly important that we 
re-elect him,” he said. “I 
think it is monumental that 
a president that came out in 
favor of marriage equality 
was re-elected.”

He emphasized, 
though, that same-sex mar-
riage is not yet the law of 
the land and he hoped mar-
riage equality would soon 
be a reality everywhere.

“We can’t have in-
equality in certain places 
and equality in others,” he 
said. “The gay and lesbian 
family in the Deep South is 
just as worth of protection 
as the gay and lesbian fam-
ily in New York.”

Both believed, howev-
er, that the recent develop-
ments represented a major 
shift across America.

Openly gay City Councilmen Daniel Dromm (l.) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (second from l.), seen here after marriage equality was 
passed in New York state, hailed three other states voting to make 
same-sex marriage legal in the 2012 elections. Van Bramer is hug-
ging his now-husband Dan Hendrick.

Borough’s gay lawmakers hail LGBT victories
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Gift Certifi cates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

 Over 1,000 German 

Imported Products & A Full 

Butcher Department with 

BBQ Specialties. 

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate
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After Hurricane Sandy, aid came from many fronts to help 
those hardest hit in Queens. (Clockwise from top) a mas-
sive effort was organized at St. Francis De Sales Church 
in Belle Harbor; Carol Vigorito (l.) and Shannon Pallen 
sort through supplies at Dwarf Giraffe in Whitestone; 
Lana Galeno organizes baby items at St. Helen’s Church in 
Howard Beach; Gloria Rivera and her daughter, also named 
Gloria, carry a container of free fuel from the Fuel Relief 
Fund in Rockaway; Nicole Sciortino (l.) and Jamie Poisella 
pile  donated clothes outside Sullivan’s in Bayside; and 
Steven Mayer and Stephanie Weissberg show off bags of 
donations at SculptureCenter in Long Island City. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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Hotbeatelectronics.com

.com

718–291–1552166–11 Jamaica Avenue

Sanitation fi rst on scene after Sandy hit borough
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Although many resi-
dents and elected officials 
in ravaged regions of the 
borough have expressed 
frustration with some as-
pects of the city response to 
Hurricane Sandy, they have 
heaped praise on at least 
one agency for its quick re-
sponse to the storm: the city 
Sanitation Department.

“Those guys are the 
unsung heroes,” said a staff 
member for state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) at his water-dam-
aged district office in How-
ard Beach, saying Sanita-
tion workers have been out 
in force since the storm.

Sanitation crews were 
working 24 hours a day in 
the aftermath of Sandy, 
with shifts spanning 12 
hours and have cut back 
on regular trash collection 
in parts of the city to focus 
on cleaning up the storm-
ravaged areas. A week af-

ter the storm, crews had al-
ready picked up more than 
55,000 tons of refuse and 
debris citywide. 

Some people in south-
ern Queens said they saw 
crews clearing the streets 
days before they saw a Con 

Edison truck working to re-
store power or a city effort 
to provide food and other 
emergency supplies.

“No one was here but 
Sanitation,” Naomi Seitz, 
a Broad Channel resident, 
said about the city response 

in the first few days after 
the storm.

The clean-up effort 
does not only entail clear-
ing debris left in Sandy’s 
wake, such as downed tree 
branches and scattered 
trash, but it also requires 

removing destroyed furni-
ture and other possessions 
that have been discarded 
on the curb outside people’s 
homes.

In places like Broad 
Channel, where numerous 
houses were flooded by wa-
ter that reached 
many feet high, 
piles of debris and 
refuse sometimes 
were as tall or taller than a 
person after the storm.

Rudy S. Giuliani, a 
spokesman for City Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), said a week 
after the hurricane Sanita-
tion crews in Broad Chan-
nel were nearly done with 
a first round of removing 
debris and had cleared the 
streets almost to the toll on 
Cross Bay Boulevard.

“Cross Bay [had] a di-
saster with debris,” he said, 
pointing out that the bou-
levard had been backed up 
with traffic because there 
had “literally been an army 

of sanitation trucks” clean-
ing the streets.

The cleanup under-
taking was more unusual 
in some neighborhoods. In 
Belle Harbor, the depart-
ment had to remove sand 
that had blanketed the 

neighborhood.
“Sand [was] 

down there like 
a blizzard,” said 

Giuliani. “They had to plow 
it like snow.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg lauded sanita-
tion workers on their ef-
forts Nov. 6 at the Edgemere 
Queens East 14 Garage in 
the Rockaways.

“I’ve been visiting the 
parts of our city hit hardest 
by the storm,” he said. “And 
one thing I hear in all those 
places is the need for debris 
removal and the incredible 
work the Department of 
Sanitation is doing.”

Sanitation workers collect debris from the streets in Broad Channel. Photo by Karen Frantz

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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The bill, Weprin said, 
was modeled after another 
that passed in Florida near-
ly five years ago, which 
required gas stations and 
wholesalers to have a gen-
erator capable of supplying 
at least 72 hours of power in 
the event of an emergency. 
In both bills, Weprin said 
stations would be required 
to have the generator 
source power available for 
use no later than one day 
after a major disaster.

As motorists scram-
bled for fuel and spent 
hours on line, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg put gas 
rationing into effect Friday 
at 6 a.m.

The supply of gasoline 
throughout the city has 

become an ongoing issue 
since Hurricane Sandy and 
the following nor’easter 
brought winds, rainfall and 
snow to the borough begin-
ning Oct. 29.

City Comptroller 
John Liu urged lawmakers 
last week to work to expe-
dite the supplying of fuel 
throughout the city.

“The gas crisis is well 
beyond being a mere incon-
venience,” Liu said. “People 
depend on gasoline to go to 
work, run their businesses 
and to provide care for chil-
dren and the elderly. The 
shortage has become a se-
rious economic and public 
safety issue.”

Liu said the long lines 
that formed outside gas sta-
tions have put a drain on 
city residents, estimating 
the problem cost about $100 
million in wasted time that 
could have been devoted to 

more productive work.
To prevent another 

crisis in which long lines 
form outside gas stations in 
the city, Weprin’s bill would 
require that gas stations 
within a half mile of an in-
terstate highway or state/
federally designated evacu-
ation route must maintain 
operations at all of its fuel 
pumps using an alternative 
power source, the assem-
blyman said.

According to Weprin, 
another storm like Sandy 
could potentially damage 
the city’s ports and make 
resupplying fuel sources 
much more difficult when 
it is needed the most.

“We all need to be 
able to function as quickly 
as possible after a storm 
strikes,” Weprin said. “This 
is very serious.”

that was not the case. Ul-
rich said he is still waiting 
for an answer from the Red 
Cross.

On Sunday, he took 
to Twitter to express his 
anger, writing, “Maybe 
instead of running TV ads 
asking for money, Ameri-
can Red Cross should be 
helping my constituents. 
I wouldn’t give them a 
dime.”

A spokesman for the 
Red Cross, Michael Devul-
pillieres, acknowledged 
criticism of the organiza-
tion’s response to Sandy.

“We always wish that 
we could get there quicker 
and we understand that 
people are frustrated and 
people had difficulty find-
ing us early on,” he said.

He said the Red Cross’s 
efforts were hampered in 
the first few days after the 
storm due to unsafe condi-
tions and impassible roads 
and bridges. But he said 
the organization is work-
ing hard to identify areas 
that need the most help and 

send aid volunteers there.
The Red Cross has two 

mobile kitchens set up at 
the Aqueduct Racetrack in 
South Ozone Park and Fort 
Tilden in the Rockaways 
and has sent out relief vehi-
cles for other affected areas. 
So far the Red Cross has 
distributed 200,000 meals 
and 150,000 bags of emer-
gency supplies in Queens, 
Devulpillieres said.

But many residents 
of Howard Beach, Broad 
Channel and the Rock-
aways levied sharp criti-
cism against the organiza-
tion, saying that within the 
week after the storm they 
had yet to see a Red Cross 
truck or that the organiza-
tion had only just shown 
up.

On Nov. 5 a Red Cross 
disaster relief truck sat 
outside the American Le-
gion post in Broad Chan-
nel, which has become the 
de facto aid center for the 
island, but residents said it 
was only the second day the 
truck had been there and 
the previous day Red Cross 
volunteers left before it got 
dark.

One resident and 
American Legion organiz-

er said the Red Cross had 
given them a bag of soup to 
distribute to residents, but 
no way to serve or heat it.

In the Rockaways Fri-
day, some volunteers work-
ing with Occupy Sandy, a 
grassroots hurricane relief 
organization with ties to 
Occupy Wall Street, openly 
grumbled when they were 
told the Red Cross would be 
out in force in the area over 
Veterans Day weekend.

“It takes two weeks to 
surge for the Red Cross,” 
one woman said.

State Assemblyman 
Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) also blasted 
the Red Cross for suspend-
ing its operations during 
the nor’easter that swept 
through the area Nov. 7, 
causing fierce winds and 
blanketing the city with 
snow.

“FYI, people need you 
more when conditions get 
worse!” Goldfeder tweeted 
at the New York Red Cross 
last Thursday.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1

Weprin
Continued from Page 1

Red Cross

44 percent in 2004.
Moya said Romney’s 

suggestion in a January 
debate that undocumented 
immigrants should engage 
in “self-deportation” — i.e., 
allowing business own-
ers access to data to check 
if a potential employee is 
undocumented, thereby 
encouraging non-citizens 
not to find work in Amer-
ica and to go back to their 
country of origin — earned 
him the Hispanic elector-
ate’s ire.

Strong anti-immigra-
tion laws in the Republican-
majority states of Arizona 
and Texas, the Republican 
Party’s recent rejection of 
the DREAM Act to allow 
young undocumented im-
migrants a path to perma-

nent residency and the vili-
fication of undocumented 
immigrants also lost the 
GOP the Hispanic popula-
tion’s vote, Moya said.

State Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said 
while there is a conserva-
tive and religious strain to 
the Hispanic population, he 
said much of the younger 
Latino population is be-
coming more politically en-
gaged in their communities, 
setting up families in the 
states rather than making 
some money and returning 
to their countries of origin. 
As a result, many of them 
are voting Democratic.

“When you talk about 
the conservative Latinos, 
you’re talking about the 
older Latinos,” he said.

Peralta predicted that 
the voting bloc would cre-
ate influences closer to 
home in the future. In the 
last primary elections in 

Queens, Latinos made up 
20 percent of the vote and 
he predicted they would 
have a major effect on the 
2013 mayoral race, together 
with Asian-American and 
black voters.

“It’s going to become 
very difficult for any may-
oral candidate to win with-
out it,” Peralta said of the 
minority vote.

Moya also said New 
York Democrats would con-
tinue to push New York’s 
version of the DREAM 
Act, which would make 
education accessible to all 
students, and the DREAM 
Fund, which allows undoc-
umented students to apply 
for financial aid.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1
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ing a special focus on areas 
near the proposed site at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, which made up 150 of 
the respondents.

“There is tremen-
dous support for building 
a new pro soccer stadium 
in Queens. The seven in 10 
who are in favor of the proj-
ect are from across the de-
mographic spectrum, with 
strong support from the 
borough’s large soccer fan 
base,” the survey stated.

The survey was com-
piled by Global Strategy 
Group, a national public re-
lations company registered 
as a lobbyist for MLS, ac-
cording to a city database.

It paints broad sup-
port for a project that has 
grown more contentious 
as community groups in 
neighborhoods like Corona, 
Flushing and Willets Point 
rally to put the brakes on 
development in the bor-
ough’s largest greenspace. 
An over-arching group 
called the Fairness Coali-
tion, comprised of individ-
ual nonprofits, has led the 
charge to keep large proj-

ects out of the park.
MLS would like the 

stadium to be built on what 
is known as Industry Pond, 
a non-working watery relic 
from the 1964 World’s Fair 
that is situated at the end 
of a promenade extending 
roughly northeast from the 
Unisphere.

The plan has the sup-
port of state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
but according to Hilary 
Klein, lead organizer for 
Make the Road New York, 
a member of the Fairness 
Coalition, that land is heav-
ily used for recreation, and 
regardless of whether the 
pond is functioning, it is 
still open space that should 
not be taken away for a sta-
dium.

In addition, she said, 
the project should not be 
considered without taking 
into account other develop-
ments slated for Flushing 
Meadows.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. is trying 
to redevelop nearby Willets 
Point which includes a 1 
million-square-foot shop-
ping mall that will techni-
cally be built on parkland 
that is now a parking lot, 

and the United States Ten-
nis Association is propos-
ing to expand its borders by 
less than an acre.

Klein is skeptical the 
survey is a true represen-
tation of how the project is 
perceived.

“I don’t necessarily 
think it represents commu-
nity opinion as a barom-
eter,” Klein said.

MLS released a num-
ber of the 35 or so survey 
questions it said were rele-
vant to TimesLedger News-
papers. 

In response to one 
question, about 60 percent 
of those consulted said that 
they had not heard of the 
project before, while 37 per-
cent were familiar with it.

In a later question, the 
survey asked: “As you may 
know, the exact plan for the 
Major League Soccer sta-
dium is to build it in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
in Queens. Having heard 
this, do you support or op-
pose the plan to build a Ma-
jor League Soccer stadium 
in Queens?”

The margin of support 
was about the same for this, 
with 67 percent of the re-
spondents approving. 

Continued from Page 1

Stadium
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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