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Former President Bill Clinton hugs Liz Robbins, a longtime friend and volunteer with the Clinton Global Initiative, as he 
tours a cleanup site in a playground at Beach 30th Street in Far Rockaway. See more photos on Page 14. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A former president of the 

United States and hundreds of vol-
unteers from the Clinton Global 
Initiative descended on the Rock-
aways Sunday to help dig out an 
unlucky park that has fallen vic-
tim to calamity twice since open-
ing earlier this year.

Former President Bill Clin-
ton strolled around the damaged 
boardwalk in Far Rockaway, 
where the surge from Superstorm 
Sandy bulldozed sand inland, 
covering the boardwalk area and 
practically burying Rockaway 
Park West, and shook hands with 
the volunteers.

“Thank you for the work you 
are doing,” Clinton told several 
people as he walked through the 
site.

Many volunteers surrounded 
him for group photos.

Claire Weisz is a founding 
partner at WXY Architecture, 
which worked on portions of the 
park, and she was astounded by 
how much sand the storm had 
dumped on the play area.

“When I saw pictures, 
Continued on Page 16

BY PHIL CORSO

Homeowners affected by fall-
en city trees in the wake of Hurri-
cane Sandy were irate when they 
learned the city Department of 
Buildings had placed violations 
on their homes.

After the superstorm swept 
through northeast Queens top-
pling trees and power lines, West 
Cunningham Park Civic Associa-
tion board member Linda Gordon 
said she saw neighbors through-
out her community, including 
residents of Fresh Meadows, Bay-
side Hills and Glen Oaks, be given 
violations because city trees had 
fallen on their buildings.

Meanwhile, Gordon said her 
neighbors were unable to remove 
those violations because resi-
dents are not permitted by law to 
handle city trees.

“I find that handing a dis-
tressed homeowner a violation is 
a very inept and harassing way 
to keep track of damages,” Gor-
don said. “At the very least, there 
should be a different form given 
out explaining what the DOB is 

Continued on Page 16

BY PHIL CORSO

In a unanimous vote, Community Board 
11 came out against allowing a controversial 
developer to finish four homes under construc-
tion in Bayside.

At its Nov. 5meeting, the board voted not 
to grant a variance to Tommy Huang, making 

Bayside votes to stop 
four Huang houses

Continued on Page 16

Jaqi Cohen (l.-r.), Victoria Brown and Enrico 
Purita, of the New York Public Interest 
Research Group, show their opposition 
to the city’s proposed fare hikes. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

The only hearing in 
Queens on the proposed 
fare hikes for public trans-
portation was attended last 
Thursday by a handful of 
advocacy groups, a few an-
gry commuters and only 
one elected official.

State Assemblyman 

Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) was one of only 
21 speakers at the hearing 
at the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel in downtown 
Flushing, and the only law-
maker who spoke on behalf 
of his constituents.

Braunstein took ex-
ception to a portion of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority’s four pos-
sible proposals, which all 
include a $1 fee for purchas-
ing a new MetroCard.

“The decision to 
charge an extra $1 for new 
MetroCards purchased at 
[Long Island Rail Road] 
ticket machines defies log-
ic,” he said at the hearing.

Continued on Page 16

Few voices at MTA fare hearing

Residents cited 
for fallen trees
owned by city

Clinton tours Rockaway cleanup
Former president’s global initiative brings volunteers to battered peninsula
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY REBECCA HENELY

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said he 
would be cracking down on 
three Queens gas stations 
he accused of charging ex-
cessively high prices in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

The stations — in 
Long Island City, Jackson 
Heights and College Point 
— were named among a 
list of 13 establishments 
throughout the state that 
allegedly charged $4.74 or 
more in the days after the 
storm.

“Our office has zero 
tolerance for price gouging 
and we are taking action to 
send a message that ripping 
off New Yorkers is against 
the law,” Schneiderman 
said in a statement.

Queens motorists ex-
perienced much pain at the 
pump in the days and weeks 
after the deadly storm hit 
the Northeast Oct. 29-30. 
Stations without power and 
refinery damage led to gas 
shortages that resulted in 
most stations being out of 
commission. Hours-long 
lines persisted until the 
city announced even-odd 
day gas rationing Nov. 9.

Schneiderman said 
three gas stations in Queens 
took advantage of the situa-
tion at the cost of consum-
ers. He said the Mobil sta-
tion, at 40-40 Crescent St. in 
Long Island City, charged 
$4.89 per gallon; the Shell 
station, at 70-18 Northern 
Blvd. in Jackson Heights, 
charged $5.50 a gallon; and 
the Delta station, at 130-09 
14th Ave. in College Point, 
charged $5 a gallon.

The Mobil and the 
Shell stations did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

A worker at the Delta 
who declined to give his 
name said the charges were 
bogus and that they had no 
complaints from customers 

in the days after the storm.
“We never sell $5 gas 

here,” he said. “We never do 
that. We’re not crazy people 
like that.”

As of Monday, the 
city’s average gas price was 
$4.007  per gallon, accord-
ing to gasbuddy.com, an 
online pump price tracking 
site.

“These 13 retailers 
stand out from others in 
the high prices they have 
charged and in the size of 
their price increases,” Sch-
neiderman said.

The attorney general 
added that the Mobil sta-
tion had allegedly posted 
its price per gallon as $3.89, 
but when a motorist drove 
up to the pump, the price 
was listed at $4.89 if paid in 
cash or $4.99 if paid by cred-
it card. The incident was re-
ported by a consumer who 
paid nevertheless because 

he needed the gasoline.
Schneiderman said the 

stations had been issued no-
tifications of intent to start 
enforcement against them.

The state’s price goug-
ing law prohibits selling 
an item or a service for an 
“unconscionably excessive 
price” during an “abnor-
mal disruption of the mar-
ket,” the AG’s office said.

Schneiderman said the 
notices for the 13 stations 
are the first of a number of 
actions against gougers in 
the state. Not only gas, but 
essential items like food, 
water, generators, batteries 
and flashlights are covered 
under the law.

State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) and state Sen. Eric 
Adams (D-Brooklyn) intro-
duced legislation earlier 
this year ordering all gas 
stations to post a sign near 

the pump with the phone 
number for the New York 
State Consumer Protection 
Board to be used by con-
sumers if they believe they 
have been ripped off.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
said he was calling upon 
the state to make gouging 
punishable by up to a year 
in prison.

“These gas stations, in 
particular, apparently see 
fines as the cost of doing 
business,” he said. “Any-
one who would try to profit 
from another person’s pain 
during an emergency de-
serves to face jail time.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

A worker at this Delta in College Point denied the station sold gas for $5 in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy. Photo by Rebecca Henely

AG going after gas gougers
Schneiderman claims three Queens stations ripped off motorists

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

BY STEVE MOSCO

The urgent need for 
federal help in the city fol-
lowing Hurricane Sandy 
has led to the creation of 
a federal disaster nerve 
center in a once bustling 
Forest Hills office building 
that used to house airline 
company JetBlue.

And now local busi-
nesses also are getting a 
boost.

The Federal Emer-
gency Management 
Agency moved into a 
200,000-square-foot space 
in the Forest Hills Tower, 
at 118-29 Queens Blvd., a 
spot once held by passenger 
carrier JetBlue. The build-
ing will serve as city head-
quarters for FEMA over 
the next several months 
and provides a short-term 
administrative solution in 
close proximity to airports 
and other transportation 
options.

There will be no on-
site access to the general 
public because FEMA will 
use space on 10 full floors 
solely for administrative 
offices. This means lots of 
new customers for coffee 
shops, bagel stores and food 
marts on the block.

“Business was way 
down after JetBlue left the 
building,” said the owner of 
a convenience store three 
doors down from the For-
est Hills Tower. “This is a 

busy area, but the building 
was very good for my busi-
ness.”

When JetBlue left For-
est Hills for its new head-
quarters in Long Island 
City in April, Mini LLC, 
a small coffee shop in the 
building, took a big hit and 
lost many of its customers. 
The man working at the 
counter, who said his boss 
would not let him give his 
name, said FEMA employ-
ees were a welcomed sight 
and a boon to business.

Matt Davidov, owner of 
Hot Bialys & Bagels, a block 
away from the office build-
ing, said his shop used to 
be busy, thanks to JetBlue 
customers, who accounted 
for at least 30 percent of his 
business.

“It’s a temporary 
thing,” he said. “But it is 
still a good thing.”

Jason Muss, principal 
of Muss Development, the 
real estate company leas-
ing the building, noted that 
the short-term lease with 
FEMA will not affect on-
going discussions for the 
space with other potential 
tenants, who understand 
the temporary nature of 
this unique and critical re-
quirement.

“Throughout our com-
pany’s history, Muss De-
velopment has maintained 
a commitment to civic re-
sponsibility,” Muss said. 

The former offices of JetBlue on Queens Boulevard now house 
temporary space for the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
following Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Steve Mosco

FEMA nerve center
set up in Forest Hills
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Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence
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Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY PHIL CORSO

After losing in a Democratic primary 
to U.S. Rep.-elect Grace Meng in June and 
declining to seek re-election in the state 
Assembly, Rory Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) announced Monday he was shifting 
his focus to a run for the City Council.

“There’s going to be a tremendous 
amount of turnover in city government in 
2013 from the mayor on down,” Lancman 
said. “The city is facing challenges eco-
nomically and there is a real opportunity 
and need for people with experience and 
energy to try to help shape its direction in 
the next four to eight years.”

Under the city’s term limits law, mem-
bers of the City Council are allowed to 
serve only eight years in succession before 
they must step down.

For six years Lancman, a lawyer, has 
represented the 25th Assembly District, 
which includes Flushing, Fresh Meadows, 
and Hillcrest. But come Dec. 18, Lancman 
said he will begin campaigning for the 
same area’s 24th District seat to be vacated 
by term-limited City Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Meadows).

“If elected, I would have some enor-
mous advantages including experience. I 
know how to get bills through a very dif-
ficult legislative process. I know how to 
conduct oversight of government agencies. 
I know how to lead within a legislative 
body,” Lancman said. “With so much turn-
over, there will be a premium on Council 
members with experience and who have 
the energy to get things done for the city.”

Next month, Lancman will kick off his 
campaign for City Council in the company 
of U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Party,  among many other 
party leaders — a support system he did 
not have earlier this year when he ran and 
lost in a four-way Democratic primary to 
Meng.

But looking back on the primary run, 
Lancman said he received plenty of sup-
port from voters within the 24th Council 
District surrounding Fresh Meadows and 
looked forward to taking his message of 
economic fairness, education reform and a 
focus on public safety back to the region.

Through his time in the Assembly, 
Lancman said he has remained an advo-
cate of lowering classroom sizes in schools 
and pushing a fair tax code for groups, in-
cluding co-op and condo owners, as well 
controlling the costs of housing and trans-
portation.

“I plan on working on the same spec-
trum of issues and applying them to city 
government instead of state government,” 
Lancman said. “The experiences I have 
had in Albany as an effective legislator 
will help me hit the ground running.”

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman says he will 
seek a spot in the City Council.

Lancman plans to run
for seat in City Council
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Southeast Queens clergy welcome Obama’s re-election
Ministers pledge support for the president as solid step toward Dem success in 2013 local elections

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Clergy leaders and 
community members took 
some time last week to sa-
vor the flavor of President 
Barack Obama’s re-elec-
tion.

Boxes of chocolate in-
vited guests to celebrate the 
president’s “sweet” victory 
last week as the members of 
Clergy United for Commu-
nity Empowerment gath-
ered for breakfast at the 
Robert Ross Johnson Fami-
ly Life Center in St. Albans. 
The event was sponsored 
by U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) ,who was also 
to be saluted for his re-
election, although the con-
gressman had been called 
to Washington to address 
the current budget battle.

“Isn’t this a great day 
to be anywhere? Especially 
here,” asked the Rev. Henry 

Simmons, of the St. Albans 
Congregational Church. 
“I’m elated about the presi-
dent’s re-election because 
I think it gives us, par-
ticularly as clergy persons 
and as elected officials and 
those who help organize 
our communities, a clearer 
sense of what we need, I 
think, to be about.”

Simmons pointed out 
that despite the president’s 
historic re-election, black 
communities still faced se-
rious problems.

“It’s important for us 
to remember that ... 26 per-
cent of African Americans 
and 37 percent of African-
American children still 
live in poverty,” he said. 
“There are over 900,000 
black males in prison that 
the median income for an 
African American home 
has decreased since 2007 
greater than any other ra-

cial group because a lot of 
our wealth, so to speak, was 
tied up in real estate.”

Simmons also noted 
that in 2009 44 percent of all 
new HIV cases in the coun-
try were among blacks. 
Clergy United’s focus is on 
programs for the preven-

tion and intervention of 
HIV/AIDS, and its funding 
streams face serious cuts 
should the country go off 
the so-called fiscal cliff if 
Washington cannot agree 
to a deficit-reduction plan 
by Jan. 1.

“So while we celebrate, 

we’ve got a lot of work to do 
and I think that our presi-
dent is making it possible 
for us to do those things,” 
Simmons said, “and we’re 
also the only ones who can 
help, I think, really carry 
out his vision for this coun-
try. So I’m excited.”

The Rev. Edward 
Davis, Clergy United’s 
president, said he was im-
pressed by how calculated 
the Obama campaign was.

Davis said that while 
the president’s campaign 
was mostly unseen in New 
York, he often got calls for 
donations, and on Elec-
tion Day his phone rang 
with the caller asking if 
he would remind one par-
ticular Ohioan who had not 
voted to head to the polls.

He said that with a 
bit of divine help the cam-
paign’s strategy was able to 
combat the racial overtones 

of Republicans.
“God was on his side,” 

he said. “God don’t like 
ugly.”

The group also took a 
look at local politics. For-
mer city Comptroller Bill 
Thompson stopped by and 
discussed his run for may-
or next year.

Lois Menyweather 
said it was important to use 
the Obama victory as moti-
vation for next year’s city-
wide elections and beyond.

“Two years from now 
we’re going to have to vote 
for Congress again. We do 
not need to sit home like 
we did in 2010 when we 
lost over 60 Congressional 
seats,” she said. “President 
Obama cannot do his job 
because of the Congress 
and we need to take back 
the Congress.”

The Rev. Ernestine Sanders invites the members of Clergy United 
for Community Empowerment to celebrate President Barack 
Obama’s re-election. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY JOE ANUTA

Jimmy Meng’s guilty 
plea to charges of soliciting 
and accepting an $80,000 
bribe may not make his 
daughter, state Assembly-
woman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), vulnerable for 
re-election two years down 
the line, but it could bring 
undue scrutiny when she 
is sworn in as a congress-
woman in January.

Former Assemblyman 
Jimmy Meng, who repre-
sented Flushing from 2005 
and 2006, pleaded guilty to 
wire fraud Nov. 15 and fac-
es a maximum of 20 years 
behind bars when he is sen-
tenced March 12, according 
to Brooklyn federal court 
documents.

The 68-year-old admit-
ted he took an $80,000 bribe 
from an acquaintance and 
promised to use it to influ-
ence prosecutors in the 
Manhattan district attor-
ney’s office, according to 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Brooklyn.

But the acquaintance, 
who the New York Post 
identified as businessman 
Eric Hu, began cooperat-
ing with federal investiga-
tors and even wore a wire 
to build evidence against 
Meng. 

Hu was facing federal 
tax charges and approached 
Meng for help. The former 
assemblyman said he would 
give the $80,000 to prosecu-

tors in the DA’s office in or-
der to soften the sentence 
Hu would receive, accord-
ing to court documents.

On July 24, while fed-
eral agents watched, Meng 
accepted the kickback hid-
den inside of a fruit basket, 
court documents show.

“I am deeply saddened 
by the events surrounding 
my father the last several 
months. Today, he has tak-
en full responsibility for 
his actions and I support 
his decision,” said the as-
semblywoman, who once 
served as her father’s cam-
paign manager. “This has 
been a difficult time for our 
family and we continue to 
pray for guidance in the 
coming months. My family 

hopes to continue to move 
past this chapter in their 
lives.”

Meng did not attend 
the court session and was 
instead away in Washing-
ton learning the ropes after 
winning a congressional 
race in Queens earlier this 
month.

According to David 
Birdsell, dean of Baruch 
College’s School of Pub-
lic Affairs, it is a strategy 
aimed at separating the 
lawmaker from the deeds 
of her father.

And as long as Grace 
Meng herself is not impli-
cated in any wrongdoing, 
Birdsell believes this is 
more of a personal tragedy 
for the assemblywoman in-

stead of a political liability.
“In the absence of any 

specific charges, I don’t see 
this as a difficultly for her,” 
he said. “Of course, oppo-
nents will try to dine out 
on this, but I don’t think 
they’re going to find much 
on the plate.”

But a Democratic in-
sider said that regardless of 
whether the assemblywom-
an is tied to her father’s 
crimes, it will still bring 
scrutiny on her tenure in 
office and fund-raising.

“It puts Grace Meng 
under a microscope. Right-
ly or wrongly, every action 
she takes and every dollar 
she raises is going to be 
closely examined because 
she is playing in the big 
leagues now,” the source 
said.

In court last week, U.S. 
Attorney Loretta Lynch 
took Jimmy Meng to task 
for not only accepting the 
bribe, but also for planning 
to keep the money for him-
self.

“Jimmy Meng sought 
to take advantage of his sta-
tus as a power broker in the 
Flushing, Queens, commu-
nity with only one design 
in mind  — lining his own 
pockets. Meng dangled the 
promise of justice for sale, 
but his claims of special 
access to prosecutors were 
nothing more than lies de-
signed to satisfy his greed,” 
she said.

BY PHIL CORSO

With a potentially 
snowy winter looming, one 
northeast Queens lawmak-
er has revamped recruiting 
efforts to staff a snow re-
moval for seniors program 
in its sophomore season.

Last year, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
launched the program, 
which paired volunteers 
with senior citizens in ar-
eas including Bayside, Col-
lege Point, Douglaston, Lit-
tle Neck and Whitestone, to 
expedite snow removal in 
the borough.

The senator’s efforts 
came one year after a win-
ter of heavy snowfall in 
2010, from which commu-
nity leaders argued snow 
removal was subpar, Avella 
said.

“Year after year se-
niors struggle to clear their 
sidewalks and remove the 
snow,” Avella said. “Many 
seniors are unable to re-
move the smallest amount 
of snow and are completely 
trapped following the larger 
storms. Unfortunately, they 
are still responsible for the 
snow removal in front of 
their homes and often re-
ceive fines from the city for 
not clearing the snow from 
their sidewalks.”

Though the program 
was not heavily tested in 
2011, meteorological pre-
dictions have shown the 
upcoming winter season to 
be packed full of snow.

According to the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, 
the Northeast saw only 24.7 
inches of snowfall by the 
end of 2011 — the lowest re-
corded number since 2006, 
which recorded just over 18 
inches.

But for this coming 
winter, the Farmers’ Al-
manac predicted a snowier 
season.

“It’s like Old Man Win-
ter is cutting the country 
in half,” said Peter Geiger, 
editor for the Farmers’ Al-
manac. “The eastern half 
of the country will see 
plenty of cold and snow. 
The western half will expe-
rience relatively warm and 
dry conditions.”

Geiger said the Farm-
ers’ Almanac has “red 
flagged” periods between 
Feb. 12 and Feb. 15 as well 
as March 20 and March 23 
for major coastal storms 
along the Atlantic sea-
board, packed with an ex-
tra punch of strong wind 
and heavy precipitation.

Bell Boulevard is blanketed 
with snow earlier this month. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Dad’s plea may dog Meng
Lawmaker could feel political consequences after father admits to fraud

Jimmy Meng, the father of state Assemblywoman Grace Meng, fac-
es sentencing next year after pleading guilty to fraud charges.

Avella pledges again 
to shovel for seniors
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New York Hospital Queens
 Has Many Reasons to be Thankful Everyday.

Today, we give a public THANK YOU to our  
thousands of dedicated employees, medical staff,  

volunteers and suppliers.

Although the challenges of the storms are not over for many,  
we want to acknowledge that you have been right here  

when it counted – delivering on our promise of expertise  
and service to our community.

You have our gratitude and respect, today and everyday.

56-45 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11355
718-670-2000

nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Stephen Rimar, M.D.
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

In the dark stairwell of 
a powerless high-rise apart-
ment in the Rockaways, 
three storm relief volun-
teers started the long climb 
up nine flights of stairs.

“At least it will be a 
good workout,” said Jessica 
Hazard, a licensed social 
worker.

Hazard, along with 
James Martin and Ca-
leb Porter, both homeless 
outreach work-
ers, were in the 
stor m-bat tered 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
earlier this month making 
door-to-door checks on resi-
dents who had been without 
power for nearly two weeks 
to see if they needed medi-
cal help.

And as they found, vol-
unteering in the Rockaways 
can present logistical chal-
lenges and sometimes un-
nerving dead-ends but also 
the rewards of gratitude 
from those they help.

The three work with 

the Manhattan-based God-
dard Riverside Community 
Center, which was coordi-
nating relief efforts with 
the Yana Medical Center, a 
makeshift medical site or-
ganized by volunteers from 
Occupy Sandy, a grassroots 
disaster aid group.

They and several other 
volunteers were spending 
the day checking in on pa-
tients who had previously 
visited the Yana center to 
make sure they were still 

okay and to up-
date their medi-
cal information.

Before they 
were sent out, Hazard, 
Martin, Porter and the oth-
er volunteers were given 
a brief lesson at the Yana 
site, on Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and Beach 113th 
Street, on how to work with 
the patients.

“These folks have been 
forgotten about,” Nastaran 
Mohit, a lead organizer at 
Yana, told them. “This is 
Katrina 2.0.”

One volunteer asked 

what to do if they knocked 
on a door and received no 
answer but smelled some-
thing troubling.

“Listen, it’s been a lot 
of time,” Mohit said. “We’re 
hoping for the best, but we 
don’t know.”

She told volunteers 
not to necessarily think 
the worst — it could just 
be a dead cat, she said — 

but if they found anything 
disturbing they should im-
mediately call back to the 
center.

The volunteers were 
given flashlights and forms 
and sent on their way.

Sometime later, Haz-
ard, Martin and Porter had 
made the long climb up the 
stairs to check on their first 
patient, Theodore.

Porter knocked on the 
door.

“Hello? Outreach,” 
called Porter.

Silence.
“He must not be home,” 

Martin said.
“Hopefully,” Porter 

responded, then knocked 
again.

“There’s no smell. I 
can’t smell anything,” Mar-

tin said.
The three looked at 

each other warily and re-
luctantly continued to the 
next apartment, where 
there was also no answer.

Eventually, the group 
got hold of a relative of The-
odore’s, Mary Liz, who lives 
in the same building and 
was listed as a second con-
tact. She invited them in, 
apologizing for untidiness.  
“It looks like the hurricane 
hit in here,” she said.

She explained that 
Theodore was out checking 
on his father, but was able 
to list off his medications 
for the volunteers.

She cheerfully chatted 
about her storm experience 
and rolled her eyes about 
what she said was a poor 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and Red 
Cross presence in the early 
aftermath of the storm.

But overall, she said, 
most people were help-
ful. And she thought what 
Hazard, Porter and Martin 
were doing was “so cool.”

Volunteer Caleb Porter (r.) gathers medical information from Mary Liz (l.) about her relative during 
door-to-door checks in the Rockaways.  Photo by Karen Frantz

BY JOE ANUTA

More than 200 people 
solemnly marched through 
a commercial strip in 
Woodside Saturday eve-
ning to show solidarity 
after a longtime resident 
and gay rights activist was 
killed last month.

Lou Rispoli, an activist 
who lived with his partner 
of 32 years in the neighbor-
hood, was beaten so brutal-
ly by two unknown assail-
ants Oct. 20 that he died of 
his injuries five days later.

He was remembered 
Saturday as a stalwart 
of the neighborhood who 
stood up for the rights of 
others.

“I’ve been robbed of 
this amazing man, and 
friends have been robbed 
of an amazing soul,” said 
Danyal Lawson, Rispoli’s 
partner. The two were mar-
ried at Queens Borough 
Hall the day same-sex mar-
riage became legal in New 

York state.
At the time, Rispoli 

said it felt like “the Berlin 
Wall falling down.”

At about 2 a.m. on the 
day of his death, Rispoli was 
walking near the corner of 
41st Street and 43rd Avenue 
when witnesses said two 
men he was talking with 
hit him in the head with a 
blunt object, according to 
the NYPD and City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).

The attack put Rispoli 
in the hospital, where he 
eventually succumbed to 
his injuries.

Van Bramer decided 
to hold a candlelight march 
to show the neighborhood 
that violence would not be 
tolerated, he said.

The throngs of friends 
and neighborhood resi-
dents gathered at the cor-
ner of 51st Street and 43rd 
Avenue and marched down 
the commercial corridor as 
the sun set.

At the corner of 41st 

Street and 43rd Avenue, 
yards away from where 
Rispoli was attacked, Van 
Bramer stood on a small 
podium amid a sea of faces 
glowing in candlelight.

His office had brought 
a portable speaker, which 
pierced the silence on the 
block as he announced that 
the reward to information 
leading to the arrest of 
Rispoli had now reached 
$25,000.

“We will not ever for-
get and we will never stop 
fighting for justice,” he 
said. “We are Sunnyside 

and Woodside. The people 
who killed Lou Rispoli are 
not.”

Johnathon Dunn has 
lived in Sunnyside for 30 
years and had never seen 
anything like the candle-
light march.

“It was one of the most 
moving things I’ve ever 
witnessed in my commu-
nity,” he said.

Dunn did not know 
Rispoli personally, but 
nevertheless was handing 
out police fliers in front 
of a makeshift memorial, 
where others were placing 
their candles casting light 
on the site of the murder.

Those with informa-
tion are asked to contact 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS. 
Information can also be 
sent via the Crime Stoppers 
website at nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or by texting 
274637 (CRIMES) and then 
entering TIP577.

Mark Horn, (l.) a friend of Lou Rispoli, comforts Rispoli’s partner, 
Danyal Lawson, at a rally in memory of Rispoli, who was beaten to 
death in Sunnyside. Officials have been urging anyone with infor-
mation about the attack to come forward. Photo by Christina Santucci

We will not 
forget and we 
will never stop 

fi ghting for 
justice.

Jimmy Van Bramer
State Assemblyman

Relief volunteers collect medical data on storm victims

Hundreds hold vigil in Sunnyside for gay activist

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Agencies offer aid for small biz ravaged by Sandy
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Josie Scarpa spent the last 
two years investing in and build-
ing her Howard Beach salon, but 
when the waters from the canal 
took over Cross Bay Boulevard 
during Superstorm Sandy, she 
was left with thousands of dollars 
in damaged equipment and a lot 
of questions.

“We got into the business 
three days later and tried to sal-
vage what we could,” said Scar-
pa, who estimated she lost about 
$250,000 in damaged 
tanning equipment at 
the VIP Salon & Spa. 
“Only the things that 
were up very high made it. All the 
tanning equipment was damaged 
from the saltwater.”

Scarpa, who lives in Howard 
Beach, had significant damage to 
her home and her car. She also 
saw how the lives of her eight em-
ployees had been turned upside 
down.

“I was hit in all aspects,” 
she said. “I have one girl, she just 
got married. She’s got two pairs 
of underwear, the clothes on her 

back and the wedding dress she 
was able to salvage.”

In the days following the 
storm, Scarpa rented a chair at 
another salon so she could get by 
as she searched for answers as to 
how to get her own business back 
on its feet.

“At this point we have to re-
build,” she said. “We’re not quit-
ters.”

Scarpa joined a few dozen 
other resilient business owners 
Friday at Resorts World Casino 
in Ozone Park, where several 

elected officials had 
convened a meeting of 
city, state and federal 
agencies providing di-

saster relief to small businesses.
“It’s a lot and we understand 

that, so our role is to coordinate 
and peel it back and make it ac-
cessible,” said Kevin Alexander, 
of the Far Rockaway Development 
& Revitalization Corp.

As a first step, the panelists 
suggested business owners should 
register with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for a 
federal disaster assistance ID, as 
some city and state programs will 

require one.
Some of the assistance being 

offered includes loans from the 
city Small Business Services up 
to $25,000 to help cover physical 
damages or even make up for lost 
business.

The state Department of La-
bor has a program that pays par-
tial unemployment so employers 

can save money by cutting back 
on their staff’s hours without 
having to lay off employees, and 
another program that expedites 
unemployment payments to those 
who lost their jobs because of the 
storm.

The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration also has several dif-
ferent loan programs available.

Acting District Director Wal-
ter Oden said the most important 
message for business owners was 
to fill out an application even if 
they did not think they needed a 
loan.

“They may be fine now, but 
you never know what may happen 
down the road,” he said.

Nicola Campbell said she lost 
about $40,000 worth of spoiled 
food and damaged equipment at 
her restaurant, the Chef Mom 
Grill and Bakery, in Cedarhurst, 
L.I.

As she prepared to fill out 
an application for an SBA loan, 
Campbell said one of the things 
she was proud of was that she was 
able to open her restaurant eight 
months ago with her personal 
savings and no debt.

“It’s so hard,” she said. “But 
where there’s a will, there’s a 
way.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Mark Randle (l.), of the U.S. Small Business Administration, talks to salon owner 
Josie Scarpa about the different kinds of loans available to Sandy victims. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

SUPERSTORM 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Volunteers combed 
through the 450 houses that 
comprise Hamilton Beach 
Saturday to take inven-
tory of what residents still 
needed in the aftermath of 
Superstorm Sandy, which 
inundated the sleepy island 
near John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport with 
about 8 feet of water.

The surveyors fanned 
out from the West Hamilton 
Beach Volunteer Fire De-
partment building, at the 
corner of 104th 
Street and Daven-
port Court, which 
acts as the center 
for the village, doling out 
supplies and goodwill to 
anyone who approached.

About 30 volunteers 
knocked on every door in 
the neighborhood to find 
out whose houses were va-
cant, which had electricity 
and gas and who was cov-
ered under flood insurance. 

Doctors asked about resi-
dents’ health and tended to 
anyone who needed care.

Dinah Gronda’s family 
owned her home after her 
father paid off the mort-
gage decades ago, and the 
34-year-old said she was not 
able to get flood insurance.

“It hit the entire house 
— the bedrooms, the kitch-
en,” said Gronda, who was 
ripping out the waterlogged 
wall boards inside the one-
story home built on top of a 
basement.

She and her family do 
not know what 
to do, since now 
they are relying 
only on the Fed-

eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to fund the 
repairs, and she doubts it 
will be enough.

She is one of the people 
who, after the survey, will 
be high on the list of people 
to receive help, according 
to Roger Gendron, presi-
dent of the New Hamilton 

Beach Civic Association, 
who along with the office of 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach), cre-
ated the survey.

Gendron had only be-
come president of the civic 
in February, he said, and 
was a little daunted when 
he was thrust into the posi-
tion of community leader.

“I don’t know how it 

all got started,” he said Sat-
urday, trying to recall how 
the building for the local 
volunteer fire department 
became the center of the 
community in the days fol-
lowing the storm.

When the 106th Pre-
cinct called the burly elec-
trician and asked what he 
needed, he requested a car 
to patrol the neighborhood 

and bring some sense of 
calm to the dark streets.

Next he procured a 
floodlight and it was ini-
tially placed in the parking 
lot of the volunteer fire de-
partment, though Gendron 
later patched the light’s 
generator to power the fire 
house.

“It became a warm-
ing center,” he said. “This 
was the place where people 
could go to feel safe.”

And then, the dona-
tions from nearby nonprof-
its and companies started 
rolling in.

First it was the of-
fice of state Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park), who provided 1,000 
sandwiches. Then cooks at 
the Resorts World Casino, 
where Gendron works as 
an electrician, came with 
70 trays of hot food.

“I didn’t know what 
to say,” Gendron recalled. 
“Every time something 
came in I would get teary-

eyed.”
The Kiwanis Club of 

Glendale held several bar-
becues in the parking lot of 
the fire department, which 
by Saturday was also filled 
with warm clothes, clean-
ing supplies and volunteers 
willing to perform manual 
labor. The Buddhist Tzu 
Chi Foundation, originally 
from Taiwan, handed out 
$600 debit cards to residents 
who applied for them.

Gendron said the 
Red Cross and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency were extremely 
helpful, but in the initial 
aftermath, when the larger 
agencies were still creep-
ing into the area, it was the 
residents of Queens and the 
rest of New York who make 
the recovery happen.

“We took care of our 
own through this whole 
thing,” he said.

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Dinah Gronda points to the water line in her Hamilton Beach 
home. Photo by Christina Santucci

Surveyors take pulse of ruined Hamilton Beach

SUPERSTORM 
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RegoCenter.com

WE GO TO REGO!

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

FREE 

SHOPPING SHUTTLEUTTLESHOP

11AM – 8PM • Every 30 Minutes

BUS RUNS: 

November 23 - 25

December 1, 2, 8, 9,

15 - 24, 26 - 30 

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN

REGO CENTER 

and

 QUEENS CENTER
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Volunteers flocked to parks over the weekend to clean up af-
ter Hurricane Sandy. (Clockwise from top l.) Maria Paula of 
Whitestone collects debris near the Cross Island Parkway; 
dozens dig sand from a playground in Far Rockaway; former 
President Bill Clinton shakes hands with Lauren Caramicko 
in the Rockaways; Milana Kurchenko and Justin Donovan fill 
a wheelbarrel on Beach 30th Street; Jean Zissler from the 
Clinton Global Initiative shakes out a garbage bag onto the 
beach; Lisa Salbo and Devon Kiernan work as a team to fill gar-
bage bags in Bayside; and Catherine Caur rakes leaves near 
Fort Totten. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

The New York City 
Districting Commission re-
leased maps last week that 
could determine City Coun-
cil boundaries for the next 
decade, although the public 
will not get to comment on 
what many in Queens see 
as serious flaws.

The Council has three 
weeks to object to the pro-
posed district lines before 
they move on to the U.S. 
Department of Justice to be 
officially implemented. Ev-
ery 10 years a commission 
of 15 people appointed by 
the mayor and each party 
in the Council get together 
to tweak the districts in 
response to population 
changes identified in the 
U.S. census.

But in Queens, civics 
and nonprofits took issue 
with many of the changes, 
though the head of the com-
mission warned that redis-
tricting is always conten-
tious.

For example, Bayside 
is divided under the new 
maps after the commis-
sion kept Bayside Hills in 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin’s (D-Oakland Gardens) 
district and took a few more 
blocks from Councilman 
Dan Halloran’s (R-Whites-
tone) district, according to 
Jerry Vattamala, a staff at-
torney for the Asian Ameri-
can Legal Defense Fund, a 
nonprofit which advocated 
for getter neighborhood 
representation.

Elsewhere in northeast 
Queens, Broadway-Flush-
ing was divided between 
the more high-density dis-
trict of Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) and the 
more residential district of 
Halloran, irking civics like 
the Queens Civic Congress.

“I was shocked,” said 
Richard Hellenbrecht, pres-
ident of the civic, referring 
to his reaction when he first 
saw the maps. “We are all 
scratching our heads won-
dering what their rationale 

was for doing some of these 
things.”

The Auburndale 
Neighborhood Association 
also took umbrage at the 
new lines and wanted more 

of its neighborhood, made 
up of largely single-family 
homes, in Halloran’s dis-
trict.

The commission split 
Mitchell-Linden, a group 

of co-ops just north of 
downtown Flushing, which 
wanted to be kept whole 
and in Koo’s more urban 
district by putting part into 
Halloran’s district.

The commission had 
no shortage of input from 
groups in the area, and for-
mer state Sen. Frank Pada-
van, who represented parts 
of northeast Queens and is 
familiar with the neighbor-
hoods, is on the commis-
sion and voted for the lines.

An objection from 
the Council is the only 
recourse left for groups 
who want changes made 
to the lines, according to 
Vattamala, who suggested 
the commission did many 
things right in the process, 
but ultimately attempted to 
insulate itself from criti-
cism by making the most 
substantive alterations to 
the maps after the public 
comment period was over.

Carl Hum, executive 
director for the commis-
sion, said the body followed 

the City Charter, a docu-
ment which stipulates how 
the process should move 
forward, as best it could 
have.

“It was our interpreta-
tion of how the charter lays 
out this process,” he said.

The commission held 
two rounds of public hear-
ings in August and Octo-
ber, but did not release the 
most drastic changes to the 
maps until last Thursday. 

The charter states the 
commission “shall make 
its plan available to the 
public for inspection and 
comment not less than one 
month before the first such 
public hearing.”

And Vattamala thinks 
that while the commission 
may have technically fol-
lowed the rules, it violated 
the spirit of the charter, 
since Hum could have had 
the second round of hear-
ings after making changes 
more reflective of the final 
product.

Queens groups are not happy with the final City Council lines 
put out by the city Districting Commission. 

Image courtesy Districting Commission

BY PHIL CORSO

A little curiosity went 
a long way for two teens 
from Little Neck and Rich-
mond Hill, who were hon-
ored as regional finalists 
in the nation’s most presti-
gious  high school science 
competition in Massachu-
setts earlier this month.

Both seniors at Stuyve-
sant High School in Manhat-
tan, Jongyoon Lee, of Little 
Neck, and Amanpreet Kan-
dola, of Richmond Hill, re-
ceived the recognition from 
their original research out 
of more than 2,000 teens 
nationwide in the Siemens 
Competition in Math, Sci-
ence & Technology. 

The students joined 
with 13 others to compete 
for the highest science 
honor awarded to Ameri-
can high school students, 
according to the Siemens 

Foundation.
“These students have 

invested time, energy and 
talent in tackling challeng-
ing scientific research at a 
young age,” said Jeniffer 
Harper-Taylor, president 
of the Siemens Foundation. 
“The recognition they have 
won today demonstrates 
that engagement in STEM 
is an investment well worth 
making.”

Both students pre-
sented their research to 
expert university judges 
at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology in 
Cambridge the weekend of 
Nov. 2. Though they did not 
advance to the national fi-
nals, a Siemens Foundation 
spokeswoman said their 
achievement comes as a 
tremendous honor.

Lee, 18, said he submit-
ted mathematics research 
examining the bound on 

the number of edges that 
guarantees cycles of a cer-
tain length — which could 
potentially help increase 
the efficiency of connec-
tions between computers 
and other networks. After 
traveling to the United 
States from South Korea at 
age 10, Lee said he hoped to 
major in mathematics and 
become a mathematician 
after high school.

“What appeals to me 
the most is the objectivity 
of science,” Lee said. “Be-
cause of the experiences I 
have had on the school math 
team and from research 
classes, I thought it was a 
great opportunity to enter 
into the competition.”

Lee said he was most 
excited to mingle with 
other high school students 
submitting Ph.D.-level re-
search from all over the 
country.

Bright Queens teens earn 
top regional science honors

IS YOUR HAIR THINNING?

AfterBefore

DUE TO:
Alopecia Areata 
(hair thinning)

Trichotillomania 
(hair pulling)

Breakage from 
chemical treatments

No Surgery | All of our rooms are private

Call The Hair Replacement Salon
Toll FREE 1-855-499-4247

www.TheHairReplacementSalon.com
New York, NY
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I couldn’t believe the 
amount of effort that would 
be involved. This is a huge 
amount of sand to move. It’s 
like a beach,” she said.

Weisz said she was glad 
to see her designs slowly be 
unearthed like an archeo-
logical dig.

“It’s just gratifying 
that this can be cleaned 
up,” she said.

It has been a rocky 
road getting the play area 
opened.

After advocating for a 
park in the area for at least 
a decade, resident and com-
munity leaders thought 
they were finally getting 
their wish in the spring.

The park was nearly 
ready to open March 20, 
when a vandal somehow hi-
jacked a large construction 
vehicle nearby and rammed 
through a chain link fence, 
smashing much of the chil-
dren’s play equipment.

The damage totaled 
about $100,000 and police 
eventually arrested Allan 
Swafford, 17, and charged 

him with the crime, accord-
ing to ABC News.

It took months for the 
city Parks Department and 
contractors to replace the 
damaged equipment, but 
Aug. 6 the mayor and com-
munity leaders again gath-
ered to finally cut the rib-
bon on the play area.

The park stayed open 
for three months until ca-
lamity befell it once again.

Superstorm Sandy 
piled about 18 inches of 
sand in the play area, clos-
ing the facility a second 
time. Many of the volun-
teers cited the park’s plight 
as the reason why they de-
cided to come down.

“I was surprised, giv-
en the story,” said Lilian 
Ajayi, who runs a Manhat-
tan nonprofit called Global 
Connection for Woman. 
“They just built this park.”

Ajayi’s nonprofit is a 
member of the Clinton Glob-
al Initiative, which acts like 
an umbrella organization, 
calling its members to ac-
tion. Ajayi brought a team 
with her to help dig out the 
slides and monkey bars 
that had become inundated 
with sand.

Justin Donovan, from 

Maspeth, had an important 
connection that made him 
want to make the trek down 
to help out.

Donovan, as a 12-year-
old, could not imagine what 
he would do if his park was 
partially buried in sand, 
since he uses it to play bas-
ketball when he needs to 
get out of the house.

“I’d be upset,” he said. 
“There is not other play-
ground in the neighbor-
hood.”

Donovan also got to 
spend some quality time 
with this grandfather, Pete, 
who not only drove his son 
down in a large tour bus, 
but brought more than 30 
other people with him.

And while many of 
the other bus drivers bided 
their time inside their vehi-
cles, Pete Donovan was out 
heaving sand into bucks 
and hauling away sections 
of spongy flooring that 
lined the playground — all 
with a broken foot encased 
in a black walking cast.

“This is where I grew 
up as a little kid,” he said 
with a shrug. “And I had an 
opportunity to work with 
my grandson.”

Continued from Page 1
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doing and who to contact 
for a prompt answer to 
questions.”

According to the DOB, 
violations placed on homes 
must be fixed in accordance 
with the building code or 
else a financial penalty is 
implemented. Homeowners 
or contractors must first 
get building permits before 
repairs are made, the DOB 
said, to ensure that the re-
pairs are made to the stan-
dards of the city building 
code.

Community Board 8 
District Manager Marie 
Adam-Ovide said she had 
reached out to the Build-
ings Department after re-
ceiving several complaints 
from residents throughout 
the community and was 
told that Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg had building 
inspectors survey the bor-
ough to gather accurate 
assessments of the dam-
ages. CB 8 covers the Fresh 
Meadows area.

“The inspectors issue 
DOB violations and this 
alarmed the residents,” 

Adam-Ovide said.
But because of an up-

roar from both city resi-
dents and elected officials, 
the Buildings Department 
moved to correct how it 
assessed Sandy’s wrath, 
CB 8 said. According to a 
DOB spokesman, affected 
homeowners will now re-
ceive notices of deficiencies 
under the complaint, not a 
violation.

Gordon said so many 
of her neighbors in north-
east Queens would see city 
workers pull up to their 
homes, surrounded by fall-
en trees after the storm, and 
receive “failure to main-
tain” violations instead 
of assistance in removing 
the city trees. In response, 
members of the West Cun-
ningham Park civic joined 
with other local groups, 
including the Bayside Hills 
civic and Glen Oaks Village 
to call on the Buildings De-
partment to re-evaluate its 
practices.

“For now, I’d like to 
think all these ‘failure to 
maintain’ violations were a 
bureaucratic blunder,” said 
Michael Feiner, president 
of the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association. “Only time 
will tell if our government 

will learn to restore disas-
ter damage more quickly 
and logically.”

State Sens. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) and Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
wrote letters to Bloomberg 
with hopes of having the 
violations rescinded.

In a letter addressed to 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski, 
Peralta brought attention 
to the more than 8,000 city 
trees that had fallen after 
the storm, with more than 
half attributed to Queens. 
The senator called on both 
the city Parks and Build-
ings departments to work 
to alleviate the most vul-
nerable residents before 
winter arrives.

“The city should be 
helping people, not giv-
ing them a violation that 
threatens them with crimi-
nal prosecution while going 
through one of the worst 
natural disasters this city 
has ever seen,” Avella said. 
“Such conduct by a city 
agency issuing violations 
rather than assisting in re-
covery is truly offensive.”

Continued from Page 1
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When LIRR riders pur-
chase a ticket, they have the 
option to get a MetroCard, 
a choice that commuters 
from Braunstein’s district 
in northeast Queens use 
frequently, he said. The 
machines do not, however, 
allow riders to refill their 
MetroCards.

“The only conclusion 
that can be reached is that 
the authority is seeking to 
raise revenue by charging 
some riders more than oth-
ers,” he said.

In October, the MTA 
released a set of four pro-
posals to hike fares, each 
one tweaking either the 
base fare, the cost of an 
unlimited card or the rate 
of discount for purchasing 
more than $10 on a Metro-
Card.

The current base fare 
is $2.25, or effectively $2.10 
with the bonus discount, 
while the current cost for 
a 30-day unlimited card is 

$104. A seven-day card cur-
rently costs $29, according 
to the MTA.

At last Thursday’s 
hearing, where most of the 
more than 100 chairs in 
the large room were empty, 
there seemed to be few con-
cerned citizens.

Christine Lee is a free-
lance designer from Forest 
Hills who has to take the 
subway and bus often. She 
told the board that a fare in-
crease would be another fi-
nancial burden that would 
be difficult to bear.

Advocacy organiza-
tions like the Straphangers 
Campaign also testified at 
the hearing, with repre-
sentative Jason Chin-Fatt 
reading off testimonials 
describing hardships from 
various riders the cam-
paign had collected.

The campaign and its 
staff attorney Gene Rus-
sianoff have blasted the 
MTA for hiking fares four 
times in five years, and 
have called on Albany and 
the city to pump more mon-
ey into the authority. Ac-

cording to the campaign, 
about 53 percent of the 
MTA’s operating costs are 
covered by fares, the high-
est percentage in the nation 
and more than double that 
of both Los Angeles and 
Philadelphia.

In addition, the Strap-
hangers referred to alter-
native revenue-generating 
proposals, such as tweak-
ing the tolls on bridges 
around the city, to get more 
revenue from the passages 
that see the most traffic.

Some who testified 
seemed as if they just want-
ed someone to vent to. A 
man known as Mr. X who 
attends many of the MTA’s 
hearings spent several 
minutes verbally berating 
many of the board mem-
bers, while others com-
plained of drivers who were 
not helpful and unpleasant 
trips they had made by us-
ing public transportation.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1
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it more difficult for him to 
complete properties under 
construction at 39-39 223rd 
St. and 39-01, 39-15 and 39-19 
Mia Drive near the Cross 
Island Parkway in Bayside.

In the board’s unani-
mous vote, members cited 
the developer’s lengthy 
track record of complaints 
and violations, which dat-
ed as far back as 2004 and 
stemmed from accusations 
of unsafe working condi-
tions, according to the city 
Department of Buildings.

Huang did not return 
calls seeking comment.

The community 
board’s East Flushing/
North Bayside Commit-
tee, chaired by Christine 
Haider, advised against 
approving the variance, 
citing violations at the 
property. According to the 
DOB, the property at 39-39 
223rd St., which includes a 
22,859-square-foot zoning 
lot in Bayside, has received 

93 complaints and 46 differ-
ent violations to date.

The variance still must 
go through both Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 
office and the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals, 
but will do so with a recom-
mendation from CB 11 not 
to approve it, District Man-
ager Susan Seinfeld said.

Huang has long been 
considered a notorious 
developer in the borough 
after he was convicted in 
1999 of causing an oil spill 
in the basement of the land-
marked RKO Keith’s The-
atre in Flushing, which he 
bought in 1986.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has been one 
of several community lead-
ers who have spoken out 
against Huang’s projects 
in the borough and said 
the developer has become 
infamous for consistently 
violating building and zon-
ing codes.

The senator held a 
news conference earlier 
this year calling on the 
DOB to think twice before 

issuing any more building 
permits to Huang.

“Mr. Huang’s unsafe 
construction practices 
date back almost 20 years 
and his projects continue 
to receive numerous viola-
tions for ‘work contrary 
to approved plans,’ ‘work 
without a permit,’ ‘failure 
to maintain the property,’ 
among many others which 
often have resulted in de-
struction of adjoining prop-
erties and danger to public 
safety,” Avella said.

Based on Huang’s ini-
tial variance application, 
the Bayside properties were 
built in accordance with a 
stipulation from the DOB 
that the development would 
be considered a through 
lot, which requires a road 
to be built on the other side. 
The community board’s 
unanimous vote rejected a 
variance that would have 
allowed the developer not 
to comply with backyard 
requirements typical for 
projects of that size.

Continued from Page 1
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Gift Certificates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation 
on authentic, quality 
recipes, straight from 

Germany.

Over 1,000 German Imported 
Products & A Full Butcher 

Department with BBQ 
Specialties. Including German 

Chocolates, Santa’s Advent 
Calendars, Stollen, Marzipan 
Lebkuchen and much more...

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

stammtisch com

rs

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

We are proudly serving 
Christmas Goose w/ stuffing 
everyday thru the holidays.

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 


