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BY PHIL CORSO

The last thing victims of 
Hurricane Sandy should need to 
worry about is their health insur-
ance coverage, doctors and ad-

ministrators from North Shore-
LIJ Health System said.

In an effort to ease the suf-
fering of residents in Broad Chan-
nel, where more than 100 homes 
were wiped out, North Shore-LIJ 
launched “Project Coastal Care,” 

fully equipped with a mobile 
medical van to offer free medical 
care to anyone in need. Through-
out last week, doctors saw hurri-
cane victims either injured while 
cleaning up debris or facing other 
illnesses in the aftermath of the 

intense storm.
Maria Carney, director of 

community-based geriatrics at 
North Shore-LIJ and former Nas-
sau County health commissioner, 
worked with a small team of doc-

Continued on Page 16

Medical van visits Sandy victims
North Shore-LIJ brings boost to Broad Channel with free health care

Charlie Abikaram, who has owned Douglaston Wine and Liquors for more than 20 years, said he hoped sales would pick up during the rest of the holiday sea-
son. See coverage on Pages 2, 4, 32. Photo by Christina Santucci

HOLIDAY BEVERAGES

Boro pols ask 
Cuomo to curb 
co-op tax hikes

BY PHIL CORSO

With worries that the state 
Legislature may not reconvene 
for a special session before year’s 
end, northeast Queens lawmakers 
reached out to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo on behalf of co-op and condo 
owners to prevent what they are 
calling a potentially devastating 
increase in real property taxes.

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) called 
on Cuomo last week to organize 
a special session in the state Leg-
islature to stop any serious tax 
increases for co-op and condo 
owners in areas including Bay 
Terrace and Glen Oaks Village.

“If the Legislature does not 
meet before the year is out, co-ops 
and condos may face skyrocket-
ing tax bills in January 2013,” We-
prin warned. “I am determined to 
avoid such a scenario.”

Earlier this year, the state 
Legislature failed to extend the 
J-51 program, which provided 
co-op and condo owners with mil-
lions of dollars in tax abatements 
to help maintain and upgrade 
properties. The program official-
ly ended June 30, but lawmakers 
said agreements were in place to 
pass a new plan.

But because of widespread 
damage throughout the state 
caused by Hurricane Sandy, the 
likelihood of a special session be-

Continued on Page 16
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BY KAREN FRANTZ AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Small business own-
ers in Queens were divided 
over whether Small Busi-
ness Saturday — the shop-
ping holiday that is the 
independent shop owner’s 
answer to the big box-dom-
inated Black Friday — was 
helpful for sales.

“I think [Small Busi-
ness Saturday] is a great 
idea,” said Daniel Bentz, 
owner of the Wine and 
Spirit Co. of Forest Hills, at 
72-09 Austin St. But he tem-
pered that by adding, “Is it 
gonna help? Who knows? 
Everything helps.”

The Saturday after 
Thanksgiving event is held 
during what is often the 
busiest shopping weekend 
of the year. American Ex-
press created the concept 
in 2010 to help boost inde-
pendent shops around the 
country, and the company 
offers rebates to its mem-
bers who make purchases 
at small businesses. Many 
shop owners also boast spe-
cial sales on the day to help 
bring in customers.

A survey released by 
the National Federation of 
Independent Business and 
American Express Monday 
found that national con-
sumer awareness of Small 
Business Saturday is grow-
ing and American Express 
card member transactions 
were 21 percent higher this 

year compared to last year.
Some small business 

merchants along Austin 
Street in Forest Hills were 
thrilled with the day’s 
sales.

“We were very happy,” 
said Michael Jaye, manager 
of NY Diamond Boutique.

He said the jewelry 
store had been running a 
number of sales through 
the weekend, including of-
fering customers a gift card 
for $100.

“It turned out to be the 
best thing we’ve ever done,” 
he said, saying that sales 
this year were up from last 
year.

Carlos Hernandez, a 

merchant at Via Veneto 
Fashions, also said Small 
Business Saturday was go-
ing well for his store, with 
stronger sales and lots of 
foot traffic.

He said the shopping 
holiday helps the business 
compete against the nearby 
shopping malls, which can 
have a negative impact on 
the shop’s sales.

“The mall is the big 
competition around here,” 
he said, referring to Queens 
Center, Queens Place and 
Rego Center.

But despite successes, 
Small Business Saturday 
did not meet everyone’s ex-
pectations.

Charlie Abikaram, 
who has owned Douglas-
ton Wine and Liquors, at 
44-41 Douglaston Pkwy., for 
more than 20 years, said he 
had been hoping business 
would be better Saturday.

“I thought American 
Express cardholders, they 
were going to come out,” he 
said at about 5:30 p.m.

Three customers in 
total had paid with their 
American Express card 
that day, he said.

He said he had signed 
up online in hopes that the 
credit card company would 
visit his store and dole out 
$25 gift cards.

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Hurricane Sandy 

changed a lot for the resi-
dents of Queens. From 
downed trees and power 
lines to destroyed homes, 
the importance and appre-
ciation of craft has become 
more relevant than ever, 
according to one Douglas-
ton man.

Ceramic artist and 
scholar Andrew Buck has 
lived in Douglaston for 
more than a decade and 
said he has since developed 
a particular interest in is-
sues of craft and art from a 
historical perspective.

Next week, Buck will 
deliver a talk on the impor-
tance of craft at 2 p.m. in 
the School of Visual Arts’ 
Critical Information Con-
ference 2012 at 209 East 23 
St. in Manhattan, where 
art historian Claire Bishop 

has been slated as the key-
note speaker.

“One thing the dot-
com bubble burst taught 
us was the importance of 
bricks and mortar — that 
our economy is built on 
manufacturing concrete 
things as well as the ser-
vice economy,” Buck said. 
“Hurricane Sandy, with all 
of its devastation, reminded 
us too of the importance of 
our material world — our 
homes, trees, cars and es-
pecially gasoline and elec-
tricity.”

But the silver lining in 
the devastation, Buck said, 
brings perspective on how 
humans have lived since 
the medieval days. Accord-
ing to the potter, many of 
our daily rituals as hu-
man beings have remained 
constant through the last 
several hundred years all 
because of our reliance 

Michael Jaye, manager of NY Diamond Boutique, heads inside the Austin Street store after putting up 
the banner.    Photo by Christina Santucci

Small Biz Sat boosts sales
Some boro shops sell more on shopping holiday, but praise not uniform

Hurricane inspires 
Douglaston potter

Douglaston artist Andrew Buck (r.) is preparing 
to deliver a talk on the importance of craft next week. 

Photo courtesy Andrew Buck

Continued on Page 14
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Roller hockey game to benefi t Rockaways hurricane victims
Enthusiasts from the region plan to descend on College Point and play in Slapshot for Sandy

BY JOE ANUTA

 What started as a pick-
up roller hockey game in 
College Point to raise a few 
bucks for hurricane vic-
tims has united scores of 
self-described “rink rats” 
in something larger, and in 
the process will give much-
needed funds to organiza-
tions helping in the after-
math of Superstorm Sandy.

More than 100 roller 
hockey players are set to 
descend onto George Har-
vey Park Saturday for Slap-
shot for Sandy, an event 
organized by a group of Col-
lege Point coaches and play-
ers. Each of the roughly 80 
adult players who have pre-
registered to play will do-
nate $20, though others are 
expected to show up. The 
funds will go to the Ameri-
can Red Cross, which is to 
be at the event, according 
to Thomas Henrich, one of 

the organizers.
Henrich and a group of 

adults from all over Queens 
play pick-up games at the 
park on a regular basis 
and decided they wanted 
to chip in after seeing the 
devastation unleashed by 
the storm.

“The way we looked 
at it was we are so lucky to 
even think about playing 
hockey,” he said. “We work 
9-to-5 jobs killing ourselves, 
but we go to the rink every 
night because we love the 
game, and we are so lucky 
and blessed.”

Henrich and some of 
his friends toyed with the 
idea of having a game with 
the regulars at the rink, 
where each player put $20 
into a hat. But the College 
Point father of three soon 
found out he would need a 
fairly large hat.

“This thing just accel-
erated,” he said Monday as 

he and the other organiz-
ers were making the final 
preparations for the event.

Using Facebook and 
word of mouth, news of 
the charity game spread 
throughout the roller hock-
ey world. Henrich heard 
from a Connecticut group 

that planned to travel down 
to play at the park, and 
teams from College Point 
Roller Hockey, an orga-
nized league for children 
in the neighborhood, also 
committed to playing.

Henrich even heard 
from another group in the 

Rockaways that did not 
have a rink, he said.

A first-grade class at 
PS 129, which includes  Hen-
rich’s youngest son, is mak-
ing posters for the event.

Manufacturers of 
hockey equipment are 
sponsoring the event, and 
the Holy Trinity Roman 
Catholic Church is collect-
ing a list of items requested 
by Rockaway residents.

The list, according to 
Henrich, is a reminder of 
just how much Sandy de-
stroyed.

“They are not asking 
for Lamborghinis, they 
are asking for baby food, 
feminine products — that 
is how bad things are down 
there,” he said.

But in order for the 
people to get the donated 
items and cash — which 
is what Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and disaster re-
lief organizations like the 

Red Cross have consistent-
ly said is the most effective 
way to help  — the city had 
to do its part as well.

After the event began 
to grow, it became apparent 
that they would need a per-
mit from the city — a per-
mit that Henrich said usu-
ally takes at least a month 
to get — but the city Parks 
Department expedited the 
process in order to ensure 
the charity would go for-
ward.

The event is set to run 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
though a rain date for Dec. 
8 has also been set. The 
park entrance is near the 
corner of 20th Avenue and 
the northbound Whitestone 
Expressway.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Hoops Henrich, 13, practices at George Harvey Park ahead of a 
charity game set for Saturday. Photo by Joe Anuta 
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4 Black Friday sales lift NE Queens malls
Retail centers across borough fl ush with consumers eager to sniff out holiday season deals

BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

The Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center and The 
Shops of College Point drew 
crowds Black Friday as 
shoppers  across the nation 
turned out in record num-
bers for the biggest kickoff 
to the holiday shopping sea-
son.

“Why am I here? I’m 
not so sure,” joked Anthony 
Guidi, who went to Tar-
get at the Shops of College 
Point, at 135-05 20th Ave., 
with his wife and 10-year-
old son. “We do this every 
year.”

The strong showings at 
stores throughout Queens 
echoed what the National 
Retail Federation found 
across the nation. The trade 
association said Americans 
spent an average of $423 
over the weekend, an in-
crease from $398 last year. 
Shoppers at stores and web-
sites also increased to 247 
million shoppers from last 

year’s 226 million.  The to-
tal number of shoppers set 
a new high.

In addition to being an 
indicator of the economy’s 
strength, consumer spend-
ing accounts for about two-
thirds of America’s gross 
national product.

At the Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center, at 212-45 
26th Ave. in Bayside, sev-
eral security guards said 
that while 2012 was not 
their busiest year, there 
were more shoppers than 
last year.

Great Neck, L.I., 
resident Janet Cook was 
shopping in her pajamas’s 
Friday morning with her 
daughter Christine. They 
come from Great Neck to 
do their Black Friday shop-
ping together at Bay Ter-
race as a family tradition, 
they said.

“There really isn’t 
some big hot item this 
year,” Christine Cook said. 
“We just wanted to see the 

sales on the clothing.”
The Shops of College 

Point, at 135-05 20th Ave., 
drew typical Black Fri-
day crowds. Best Buy and 
Target had many shoppers 
eager to pick up deals on 
TVs and other electronics. 
Most stores at Bay Terrace 
and the Shops opened early 
Friday morning, but a few 

unlocked their doors at 
midnight.

Shoppers strolled 
along Jamaica Avenue as 
well, some carrying bags, 
others toting giant TVs on 
their shoulders.

David Akiba, owner 
of DJ Electronics, at 165-25 
Jamaica Ave., said tablets, 
iPads, iPods, TVs and cam-

eras seemed to be the hot 
sellers this year.

Crowds were more 
ample at the Queens Center 
Mall, at 90-15 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst, the most high-
traffic mall in the country. 
Twin sisters Claudia and 
Patricia Sena, of Glendale, 
said at 11 a.m. Friday they 
had been at the Queens 

Center Mall since 9 p.m. 
Thanksgiving night for the 
mall’s midnight opening.

“We’re not leaving un-
til the mall closes,” Patricia 
Sena said.

Customers were nu-
merous at the Queens Place 
Mall a short walk away, 
at 88-01 Queens Blvd. in 
Elmhurst. Aisha Rehman, 
43, of Jamaica, had started 
shopping at 6 a.m. and ac-
quired four huge bags of 
items plus two large appli-
ances by midday.

“I bought a lot of 
things,” said Rehman, who 
does not celebrate Christ-
mas but goes every year on 
Black Friday for the deals. 
“I have six kids.”

Crowds were more 
typical of an average holi-
day season shopping day on 
the south side of the Long 
Island Expressway at the 
Rego Center Mall, at 95-25 
Queens Blvd. in Rego Park.

Aabida Musadeq, 21, 

Vera and Mya Trzoska carry their purchases out of the shopping center in College Point.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Shoshana Golan was 

just 6 when she left the 
Dudziak home in liberated 
Poland in 1945 with a group 
of children orphaned by the 
Holocaust.

Nearly seven decades 
later, Golan waited anx-
iously last week at John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport for her “sister,” 
Wladyslawa Dudziak to ar-
rive.

“It’s something hard 
to describe,” she said mo-
ments before Dudziak 
walked into the room and 
the two shared a long em-
brace.

“I’ve never been this 
happy,” the white-haired 
Dudziak said through a 

translator. “I was given one 
more chance in life to hug 
her.”

Dudziak’s older sister 
and aunt worked in the 
home of Sara and Joseph 
Bieman in Lublin , Poland, 
taking care of their only 
daughter, Golan, when the 
Nazis invaded in 1939.

Three years later, the 
Biemans asked Dudziak’s 
aunt to look after their 
daughter when they trav-
eled to Krakow in order to 
obtain false documents so 
they could pass as Chris-
tians.

They were successful 
in securing documents for 
Sara, but on a second trip 
Joseph was stopped and 
taken into custody by the 
Germans. Sara returned 

home to get money to try to 
bribe the Germans, but she 
left and never returned. It 
is believed Golan’s parents 
were killed at the Majdanek 
concentration camp.

Dudziak’s aunt was 
fearful Golan would be 
discovered by the German 
post across from her home, 
so she asked Dudziak’s 
mother, a widow who lived 
with her four daughters, 
if she could look after the 
little girl.

Dudziak was the 
youngest of the four daugh-
ters and the closest to Golan 
in age, and the two formed 
a strong bond in the two 
years they spent together, 
when Golan was taught 
Catholic prayers and went 

JFK reunion brings together 
Holocaust survivor and rescuer

Avella hopes his loyal base 
will help win beep election 

BY JOE ANUTA

The field for Queens 
borough president is grow-
ing larger after state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) de-
cided to throw his hat into 
the race this week, but at 
least one of his competitors 
is not sweating the extra 
competition.

Avella had been ru-
mored to be mulling a 
run for months, but told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
Monday that he made up 
his mind in the wake of 
Superstorm Sandy after 
witnessing the borough be-
ing passed over for recov-
ery resources that went to 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
instead.

“I thought we should 

have had a much more ac-
tive borough president and 
much more of a coordinat-

ing effort from the office 
of the borough president,” 
Avella said. “That con-
vinced me Queens needs a 
voice.”

Avella is fresh off 
winning re-election to his 
northeast Queens seat ear-
lier this month, when he re-
ceived nearly 60,000 votes, 
according to records from 
the city Board of Elections, 
a number the lawmaker be-
lieves makes capturing the 
boroughwide spot viable.

In the 2009 Democratic 
primary, where current 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall ran against 
Marc Leavitt and Robert 
Schwartz, she won with 
56,000 votes, according to 
BOE documents. Nearly 

State Sen. Tony Avella joins an 
already crowded field for the 
borough president race coming 
up next year.

Continued on Page 53
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Goodwill revives Rockaways
Broken community needs more help as offi cials seek federal dollars 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents of many 
neighborhoods in Queens 
awoke to a world without 
electricity and heat the 
morning after Hurricane 
Sandy lashed the East 
Coast with villainous rage 
and now that world of cold 
and perpetual darkness has 
become the new normal for 
many in the borough’s sea-
side communities.

But amid the wreck-
age an abundance of good-
will has emerged from all 
corners of the borough and 
the nation at large.

The generosity began 
in the neighborhoods that 
experienced the most de-
struction. 

Hundreds of volun-
teers flooded the narrow 
peninsula on Thanksgiv-
ing, distributing meals to 
the storm’s victims who 
gathered in tents, crowded 
relief centers and ate out-
side on the battered streets. 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) sponsored a 
feast along with the Com-
munity Church of the Naz-

arene, which fed 500 people 
at the Challenge Prepara-
tory Charter School, at 365 
Beach 56th St. in Far Rock-
away.

The United Sikhs have 
handed out more than 3,000 
vegetarian meals cooked 
in the kitchens of their 
temples to storm victims in 
Queens, while schoolchil-

dren in Forest Hills have 
joined the volunteer effort 
by making blankets for 
people in the Rockaways 
struggling to survive with-
out heat or electricity. 

According to the Long 
Island Power Authority, 
the utility which serves the 
Rockaways, most custom-
ers have had their power 

restored - at least on paper.  
But homeowners must have 
an electrician certify that 
their damaged dwellings 
are ready to go back on line, 
leaving some in the dark.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said owners 
and landlords of multi-fam-
ily residential buildings af-

Denis Magoolaghan, 67, enjoys a free Thanksgiving dinner in the Rockaways. 
AP Photo/John Minchillo

Texans dish out Broad Channel relief
BY PHIL CORSO

For Keith Day, the crippling ef-
fects of Hurricane Sandy were only 
images and videos on the television, 
more than 1,500 miles away.

But by the middle of November, 
the lead pastor for Chapel Creek Fel-
lowship Church of Ft. Worth, Texas, 
had already assembled a team of 11 
to caravan three trailers up to Broad 
Channel to spend the latter half of the 
month lending a hand to storm survi-
vors.

With a group set up next door to 
an American Legion acting as a Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
station in Broad Channel, members 
of the Chapel Creek Disaster Relief 
Team prepared as many as 2,000 Tex-
as-style home-cooked meals each day, 
Day said.

“We do this because it is our call,” 
Day said. “We believe Christianity is 
more than just going to church.”

The crew parked their trailers 

in the parking lot beside the Ameri-
can Legion, at 209 Cross Bay Blvd., 
and created a makeshift feeding sta-
tion, stocked with tables of cooking 
materials and serving areas. Nearby 
a FEMA shelter and North Shore-LIJ 
mobile medical van also helped with 
the relief efforts.

Throughout the day, Day said 
storm survivors would stop for a meal 
and some moral support, courtesy of 
the Disaster Relief Team.

It took the team three days of 
driving to make the 1,500 miles from 
Ft. Worth to Broad Channel, Day said, 
but it was nothing new for the Disas-
ter Relief Team. According to Day, the 
group has acted to provide assistance 
to victims of natural disasters and 
other situations of need in other parts 
of the country in the past, including 

Members of the Chapel Creek Fellowship, 
of Ft. Worth, Texas, prepare home-cooked 
meals for Hurricane Sandy victims in Broad 
Channel. Photo courtesy Chapel Creek

Olga Gonzalez, who has worked at Beer House Beverages for the 
past 11 years, stands in the doorway of the shop, which is filled 
with ruined merchandise.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Small retailers fi ght
the odds after storm

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Philip Cicia stared 
into his wrecked store, 
Beer House Beverages, one 
of many Rockaway busi-
nesses devastated by Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Inside racks had top-
pled over, bottles of beer 
and other merchandise 
were strewn across the 
floor and large refrigera-
tors were leaning out from 
the wall. The store smelled 
overwhelmingly of mold.

“I don’t know where to 
start,” Cicia said, standing 
outside his business near 
the corner of Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard and Beach 
87th Street. “It doesn’t look 
very promising.”

Cicia was one of a few 
shop owners cleaning up 
their stores along Rock-
away Beach Boulevard in 
the Rockaways Saturday, 
one of the latest scenes 
from the peninsula still 
struggling to get back on 
its feet after Superstorm 
Sandy pummeled it nearly 
a month ago.

Although many stores 
still remained shuttered 
with no signs of life, the 
owners who had returned 
were beginning the pain-
ful process of throwing out 
water-damaged merchan-
dise, replacing destroyed 
flooring, walls and electri-
cal equipment and figuring 
out how they were going to 
pay for it all.

Cicia said he did not 

have flood insurance be-
cause he had received a let-
ter from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
telling him he did not need 
it. So now, he said, any 
damage from the waterline 
down — about 5.5 feet — 
was not covered.

Moreover, he said his 
account receivables were 
destroyed, so he is not sure 
who owes him money but 
he still owes taxes and has 
a number of automatic pay-
ments being processed.

He said he had been 
planning on opening a beer 
garden next to the Beer 
House, but that remained 
in doubt now.

“I’m basically living 
day by day,” he said.

Nearby on Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard, Neil, the 
owner of pawnshop J & J 
Jewelers, fumed that all 
the help he seemed to be 
getting was advice to take 
out a U.S. Small Business 
Association loan, which he 
said would not be enough to 
keep him afloat.

“How are we going to 
survive?” he said. “It’s a 
total disaster and FEMA 
doesn’t want to help us.”

He said he also did not 
have flood insurance, and 
many other store owners 
were in the same position 
he was in.

The pawnshop owner 
said he wanted to get a 
group of business owners 
together to demand a grant 

Continued on Page 53
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SUPERSTORM SANDY
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6 What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) was in 
Rhinebeck Tuesday help-
ing out Democratic Sen-
ate hopeful Terry Gipson, 
who is still awaiting the 
results of the general elec-
tion. While almost a month 
has passed, ballots for two 
upstate seats are being 
still counted, leaving the 
control of Albany’s upper 
house in flux.

“We’re optimistic and 
confident,” Gianaris said of 
the Senate Democrats. “We 
had a great Election Day. 
We won 32 seats clearly, 
maybe 33.”

In the 2010-2012 session 
the Republicans controlled 
33 seats to the Democrats’ 
29.

 The two seats in ques-
tion include the seat of cur-
rent Sen. Stephen Salaand 
(R-Poughkeepsie), who Gip-
son is challenging, and a 

new 63rd District seat near 
Albany created through 
the 2012 redistricting that 
state Assemblyman George 
Amedore (R-Rotterdam) 
and Democratic challenger 
Cecilia Tkaczyk want to 
win. Both races were so 
close on Election Night that 
recounts were ordered.

Republicans clearly 
won 30 seats overall while 
Democrats picked 
up 31. But the Dem-
ocrats lost a mem-
ber of their caucus 
when Sen.-elect 
Simcha Felder (D-Brook-
lyn) said he would vote with 
the Republicans. Both sides 
are also hoping to get the 
support of the four-member 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, led by Sen. Jef-
frey Klein (D-Bronx).

The Poughkeepsie dis-
trict includes Rhinebeck, 
which Gianaris said he vis-
ited to assist Gipson. As of 
press time, the Democratic 

challenger had a solid lead 
over Salaand, but Tkaczyk 
was trailing Amedore by 
700 votes, the Associated 
Press reported.

Gianaris, who chairs 
the Senate Democratic 
Campaign Committee, 
said he still believed the 
Democrats would pick up 
both seats. He said the re-
count for the new 63rd Dis-

trict seat has been 
overseen by act-
ing Montgomery 
County Supreme 
Court Judge Guy 

Tomlinson and that the 
Senate Republicans have 
objected to hundreds of bal-
lots which Democrats say 
deserve to be considered.

“The gap in the new 
district is closing very rap-
idly,” Gianaris said.

The Queens senator 
said he hoped the ballot re-
counts could be concluded 
as soon as possible.

Gianaris believes Democrats 
will get state Senate majority
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Whitestone gardeners bring turkey to Rockaways
BY JOE ANUTA

A nutrition-oriented 
Whitestone nonprofit 
cooked Thanksgiving din-
ner for flood victims last 
Thursday, although disas-
ter experts caution that 
there is a point where free 
grub can do more harm 
than good.

Green Earth 
Urban Gardens 
cooked turkey, 
ham and a host 
of sides for about 150 people 
in Far Rockaway, accord-
ing to Maureen Regan, the 
executive director. And in 
the process, the outfit gave 
a healthy and tasty alter-
native to some of the other 
cuisines found circulating 
in disaster zones.

“People were donating 
these horrible foods,” she 
said, referring to residents 
in the Rockaways subsist-
ing on peanut butter and 
jelly or bologna sandwich-
es. “If you’re not feeling 
well, that is not the food 
you want to eat.”

Regan’s nonprofit is 

based around growing veg-
etables in Queens and dis-
tributing them to food pan-
tries and nonprofit kitchens 
in the area. The outfit 
farms part of a community 
plot at Queens Botanical 
Garden in Flushing, and 
throughout the spring and 
summer this year reaped 
about 150 pounds of veggies 

per week.
In the spring 

they planted let-
tuce, cabbage and 

broccoli, then tomatoes, 
beans and eggplants over 
the summer, with a special 
focus on vegetables that 
would appeal to the pal-
ates of Queens communi-
ties, like Chinese eggplant 
or spinach indigenous to 
India. Even though Super-
storm Sandy distracted 
Regan and her team, she 
eventually wants to grow 
crops year-round.

The fledging nonprofit 
is still in its first year of 
operation, but Regan had 
made enough connections 
that she located areas that 
needed nutritious food and 

called on contacts to help 
her get it down to the Rock-
aways.

Soon she was feeding 
300 people each weekend 

in Far Rockaway near the 
area of Beach 20th Street.

“That was kind of for-
gotten, so we concentrated 
our efforts in those areas,” 

she said.
Regan hopes to keep 

bringing hot meals to the 
area, but according to a di-
saster specialist, free food 
could actually end up doing 
harm to the community.

“When electricity goes 
back on, you start to kill 
the local economy — the 
grocery stories, the restau-
rants,” said John Berglund, 
who has been managing di-
saster relief efforts for The 
Salvation Army in New 
York in Sandy’s aftermath. 
“You don’t want to keep 
pushing in all these donat-
ed products.”

There are still spo-
radic outages all over the 
Rockaways, according to 
the Long Island Power Au-
thority, but many still have 
gas to cook with. Instead of 
food, the Salvation Army 
and the city struggled over 
whether financial assis-
tance would better serve 
the community, since it 
could feed people while still 
helping the local economy 
recover.

But from Regan’s ob-

servations, Far Rockaway 
was still in need.

“I don’t think it would 
have worked down there. 
You have to look at the 
demographics,” she said. 
“There are a lot of low-in-
come families. A lot of them 
live in housing projects and 
rely on government subsi-
dies.”

At least one other non-
profit supports that claim 
and doled out $5,000 for 
Regan to continue her ef-
forts.

Citizens Committee 
for New York City, a char-
ity that hands out grants to 
local nonprofits, is offering 
money for specific hurri-
cane-related projects, and 
informed Regan that her 
group was eligible hours af-
ter she wrote a request.

“I nearly fell out of my 
chair,” she said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Jewish, Hindu and 

Muslim leaders from 
Queens gathered with law-
makers to denounce the 
possible hate crime com-
mitted at a Kew Gardens 
Hills Mosque earlier this 
month, and city Comptrol-
ler John Liu suggested 
some of the NYPD’s policies 
could make bias crimes 
more common.

“An attack on one of 
us is an attack on all of us,” 
said Imam Shamsi Ali, of 
the Jamaica Muslim Cen-
ter, who gathered religious 
leaders from around Flush-
ing in the wake of the Nov. 
18 attack.

At about 5 a.m., 57-year-
old Bashir Amad was open-
ing the doors of the mosque 
for morning prayers when 
he was beaten, bitten and 
stabbed by a suspect police 

described as a 6-foot white 
man between the ages of 
35 and 45 and weighing 180 
pounds. According to the 
NYPD, the man shouted 
anti-Muslim statements be-
fore ambushing Bashir out-
side the house of worship, 
at 72-55 Kissena Blvd. As of 
press time Tuesday no ar-
rests had been made.

Liu condemned the 
incident and called for jus-
tice, assuring everyone 
that the NYPD was follow-
ing all possible leads to find 
the attacker.

But he also contend-
ed that policies, like the 
NYPD’s practice of moni-
toring Muslims or bar-
ring Sikhs from wearing 
religious headwear while 
on the job, sends the mes-
sage that it is acceptable to 
discriminate against these 
groups.

“Unfortunately, when 

Muslims are singled out 
for profiling, surveillance 
and other discriminatory 
actions, hate crimes such 
as this are more likely,” he 
said.

Liu was referring to 
the NYPD’s controversial 
practice of infiltrating 
and monitoring mosques 
and student and business 
groups, even though the in-
telligence did not produce 
any indictments.

The Police Department 
and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly have defended 
the practice as essential 
to protecting the city from 
terror attacks.

To show solidarity af-
ter the Kissena Boulevard 
attack, Ali called leaders 
from other houses of wor-
ship who gathered to decry 
the possible hate crime.

“Let’s not pretend we 
are all the same,” said Dr. 

Uma Mysorekar, of the Hin-
du Temple Society of North 
America. “We are differ-
ent, but let’s respect those 
differences.”

Mysorekar stood with 
Amad and other members 
of the mosque, along with 
Rabbi Michael Weisser, of 
Flushing’s Free Synagogue, 
who also encouraged toler-
ance and understanding be-
tween the different faiths.

“No act like this will 
drive us apart — eventu-
ally that will only draw us 
closer together,” he said.

Bashir gave conflict-
ing reports to various me-
dia outlets in the aftermath 
of the incident, telling some 
newspapers he did not hold 
a grudge against his attack-
er, but telling the New York 
Post, “If I see him again, I 
will kill him from 20 feet 
away.”

City Councilman Peter Koo (r.) hoists a turkey to give to a Flushing 
senior center, while elsewhere in northeast Queens others 
cooked Thanksgiving dinner for residents of the Rockaways. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

NYPD Muslim monitoring may incite hate crimes: Liu

Imam Shamsi Ali (l.-r.) speaks alongside city Comptroller John Liu, 
Ahmed Weish and state Sen. Toby Stavisky in denouncing the pos-
sible hate crime committed at a Kew Gardens Hills mosque. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BLOTTER

220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428

718.740.2524 topbingony.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

For More Information: Contact Barry Kessler, (516) 315-5305

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Cops on the lookout for missing College Pt. man

COLLEGE POINT — Police were asking 
the public’s assistance in finding a 59-year-
old man who has been missing since last 
Thursday.

Police say Marc Harris, of Graham 
Court near 119th Street, was last seen at his 
home and described him as in good physical 
condition but poor mental health.

Harris weighs 160 pounds and was last 
seen wearing a multi-colored jagged sweat-
shirt, black pants and white shoes, cops 
said.

Police investigate suspicious Fresh Mdws. car fire
FRESH MEADOWS 

— Emergency officials 
responded to the scene of 
a car fire on 184th Street 
near the Long Island Ex-
pressway service road in 
Fresh Meadows at about 
7:30 a.m. Sunday morning, 
the Breaking News Net-
work reported.

The driver of the car 
was taken to the hospital 
to be treated for burns, and 
the fire did not appear to 
be started during an auto 
crash, officials at the scene 
said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

A vehicle is burnt after a car fire on 184th Street near the eastbound 
Long Island Expressway service road. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

MARC HARRIS
Photo courtesy NYPD

A police officer said a young driver was behind the wheel of 
this vehicle, which witnesses said was one of four involved in a 
collision at 71st Avenue and 164th Street in Fresh Meadows. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

Fresh Mdws. collision involves four cars: Cops

FRESH MEADOWS — At 
least four cars were involved 
in a collision at the corner of 
71st Avenue and 164th Street 
Monday night, according to 
witnesses.

The crash involved a 
young male with a learner’s 
permit who was transporting 
a 15-year-old girl in a jeep, ac-
cording to a police officer at 
the scene.

It was unclear whether 
the crash resulted in any in-
juries.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Major League Soccer 
Commissioner Don Gar-
ber hinted Monday that 
the league and the city 
have nearly hammered out 
a broad agreement for a 
25,000-capacity stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

“There’s a lot of work 
that needs to happen to fi-
nalize our agreement with 
New York City over our use 
of the land and our ability 
to lease that land to build a 
stadium,” Garber said. “I do 
believe that we will resolve 
that shortly. I can’t put any 
timetable on that, but we 
are at the finish line.”

The soccer bigwig told 
the Associated Press that a 
new team could be playing 
in Queens by the start of 
the 2016 season, but the sta-
dium is not a done deal.

An agreement would 
act more like a broad frame-
work to guide further ac-
tion, ensuring both the city 
and the league understand 
each others’ terms before 
beginning the formal ap-
proval process.

That process includes 
the city and state signing 
off on the lease and giving 
the 10 acres of parkland for 
the stadium, according to 
AP.

The league would also 
need to negotiate the loca-
tion of replacement park-
land and forge an agree-
ment with the New York 
Mets over the use of their 
parking lot at nearby Citi 
Field, the AP reported.

“We need to reach an 
agreement with the city, 
with the local community 
and with the state of New 
York on replacing the land 
that we will be utilizing for 
the stadium,” Garber said.

MLS is set to take its 
proposal to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall next 
week and is also planning 
a town hall-style meeting 
to discuss improvements 

it will make to Flushing 
Meadows.

But to some civic 
groups in the borough, the 
league’s plans hardly rep-
resent an improvement.

The Fairness Coalition 
of Queens is an umbrella 
organization of nonprofits 
that opposes the displace-
ment of public parkland for 
the use of private develop-
ers.

Its leaders contend 
that the MLS project also 
needs to be considered in 
light of other developments, 
including the construction 
of a million-square-foot 
mall on parkland leased to 
the Mets for a parking lot. 
The United States Tennis 
Center is also planning to 
expand the borders of its 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center into the park 
by less than an acre.

Elected officials seem 
to be largely in favor of the 
plan, with state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) emerging as 
two vocal supporters.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ

With a nationally scru-
tinized, hard-fought and 
money-fueled race for a 
state Senate seat now over 
and the recovery effort 
underway after Hurricane 
Sandy devastated southern 
Queens, newly re-elected 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) is looking 
forward.

“My focus is my dis-
trict and the needs of the 
people directly impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy,” he said.

The senator said he is 
throwing his efforts into 
helping to bring electric-
ity back to residents still 
without power and getting 
constituents the supplies 
they need before focusing 
on business up in Albany.

But state legislative is-
sues are still looming. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has pro-
jected a $1 billion budget 
deficit that will likely grow 
because of the superstorm.

And although Sandy 
has added a few more legis-
lative items to the agenda,  
Addabbo said he is consid-
ering drafting legislation 
that strengthens penalties 
against people who loot 
or commit crimes during 
blackouts, for example.

But the issues that 
dominated the campaign 
before the storm are still 
relevant.

Addabbo said he is 
still focused on gun con-
trol, prohibiting hydraulic 
fracturing and raising the 
minimum wage.

“There are some big is-
sues we must deal with up 
in Albany,” he said.

The race for the 15th 
Senate District was con-
sidered one of the tightest 
in the state. It pitted the 
incumbent two-term sena-
tor against a rising-star in 
the state Republican Party, 
City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park).

State Republicans, 
fearing a loss of their slim 
majority in the Senate, 
poured money into Ulrich’s 
coffers hoping to gain that 

seat in their favor. The 
struggle for control of the 
party was still being fought 
this week because two rac-
es remain uncalled. 

Campaign finance re-
cords show the state Repub-
lican Campaign Committee 
donated about $820,000 to 
Ulrich’s campaign, making 
up the bulk of his contribu-
tions.

In total, Ulrich raised 
about $1.7 million and spent 
about $930,000 between Jan. 
1 and Election Day, accord-
ing to campaign finance 
records.

Both figures are con-
siderably larger than what 
Addabbo took in and spent 
during the same period. 
Records show the senator 
raised $350,000 and spent 
$260,000.

Addabbo said his vic-
tory over Ulrich sent a mes-
sage that elections are not 
about money. He said it is 
a positive message brought 
door-to-door that matters 
most.

“It’s that kind of cam-
paign I wanted to run to 
prove a point,” he said.

Addabbo said he was 
outspent in all of his last 
three elections and this 
time he won by a larger 
margin than before.

Unofficial results 

from the Board of Elec-
tion showed 57 percent of 
the vote went for Addabbo 
and 43 percent for Ulrich, a 
margin of more than 10,000 
votes. 

“I always thought my 
constituents could care less 
about the money,” Addabbo 
said.

But there is some ques-
tion about whether that 
margin would have been as 
large as it was for Sandy.

Some neighborhoods 
in southern Queens that 
tend to be more conserva-
tive, such as Belle Harbor 
and Breezy Point in the 
Rockaways, added to the 
15th District in the latest 
redistricting were particu-
larly hard-hit by the hur-
ricane. 

An analysis by The  
New York Times found that 
in the presidential election 
GOP candidate Mitt Rom-
ney had a stronghold in 
Belle Harbor, Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel, Howard 
Beach and Far Rockaway.  
In Howard Beach, Mitt 
Romney won the eight 
precincts 1,437 to 870, The 
Times said. The rest of the 
15th District tended to vote 
overwhelmingly for Presi-
dent Barack Obama, with 
the exception of Middle Vil-
lage, which was mixed, ac-

cording to the analysis.
Because of severe dam-

age to city infrastructure 
in the Rockaways and How-
ard Beach, the city Board of 
Elections moved many vot-
ing sites to new locations 
— sometimes quite a long 
distance from their origi-
nal sites, Jessica Proud, 
Ulrich’s campaign spokes-
woman, said.

“One of the problems 
we saw prior to the election 
was that the polling places 
were placed too far away 
for people to have easy ac-
cess to get to them in some 
of those hard-hit areas,” 
she said.

On Election Day, Ul-
rich blasted the Board of 
Elections for waiting too 
long to inform displaced 
residents about where they 
would be voting.

“In some cases, people 
had to walk 30 or 40 blocks 
to their newest poll sites, 
some people weren’t in-
formed of their sites and 
some didn’t find out until 6 
p.m. last night [Monday],” 
Ulrich said.

Addabbo said he 
thought BOE did the best 
it could given its budgetary 
limitations. He also said 
an order by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo allowing affidavit 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo speaks to poll workers at JHS 202 in Ozone Park as he prepares to cast 
his ballot. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Major League Soccer 
Commissioner Don Garber 
briefs the borough on plans 
for a stadium weeks before an-
nouncing that the league was 
nearly finished hashing out a 
broad agreement with the city.

Addabbo focuses on relief 
State senator re-elected in district where storm dislocated voters

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

MLS nearing accord
for Queens stadium

Continued on Page 29
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Stop lung problems caused by Sandy

T
he devastation of 
Hurricane Sandy 
was felt hard in the 
Northeast, and the af-

tereffects of the storm will 
remain with us for some 
time. For people with lung 
disease, exposure to damp 
materials and mold growth 
can trigger asthma and al-
lergies and cause breathing 
problems.

This can affect every-
one. It is not uncommon 
for people to develop lung 
problems after a disaster 
such as Sandy, even if they 
have never had these types 

of maladies before.
The American Lung 

Association offers resourc-
es on its website, at lungne.
org, to advise people about 
proper cleanup follow-
ing a flood and how to go 
about properly removing 
mold. Some important ad-
vice includes throwing out 
anything that cannot be 
cleaned and dried and in-
sisting that occupants and 
workers cleaning protect 
themselves by wearing 
N-95 masks — available at 
hardware stores — as well 
as gloves and goggles.

More advice, tips and 
links to government and 
other resources are avail-
able on our site.

The association wants 
to remind anyone who is 
having trouble breathing 
to seek medical attention. 
Also, we operate a free 
Lung HelpLine, which can 
be reached at 1-800-LUNG-
USA and choosing Option 
2.

In addition to connect-
ing those with lung disease 
to registered nurses and 
respiratory therapists who 
can answer questions, the 

HelpLine can provide call-
ers with more informa-
tion on cleaning up after a 
flood or water damage and 
answer questions about 
preventing or getting rid of 
mold growth.

As we recover from 
this disaster, the associa-
tion stands ready to answer 
your lung health questions.

Jeff Seyler
President

American Lung 
Association of the 

Northeast
Manhattan

LIKE WE SAID …
In last week’s editorial, we criticized stores that 

opened on Thanksgiving.
We wrote that “we understand the shopping mania 

that drives people to get out of bed at 3 a.m. on Black Fri-
day to be first in line.

“But we don’t understand why people would let this 
carve up Thanksgiving. We’d like to see one retail chain 
find the courage to say, ‘We value our customers, their 
families and our employees so much that we wouldn’t 
think of opening on Thanksgiving. If you have to shop on 
Thanksgiving at our competitors, we understand. But we 
hope you’ll come back to a store that cares about your fam-
ily for the rest of the year.’”

And one retailer did just that. In its blog on Thanks-
giving, P.C. Richard & Son wrote:

“Happy Thanksgiving! Our 3,112 employees wish you 
a very healthy, happy Thanksgiving Day; a day for the cel-
ebration of families, friends and loved ones.

“Save Thanksgiving Day!
“It is our opinion that retailers who choose to open on 

Thanksgiving Day show no respect to their employees and 
families, and are in total disrespect of family values in the 
United States of America.”

We congratulate the owners and we hope this respect 
catches on.

JUST SAY NO
At the only hearing in Queens on the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority’s proposal to raise fares, most 
of the chairs were empty and only a few people spoke. The 
MTA should not assume that riders are happy with fare 
increases.

Most riders think the hearings are a show. Few if any 
are happy with the plan to boost fares no matter which 
proposed scheme is used.

One of the people who spoke hit the nail on the head 
again.

Jason Chin-Fatt, of the Straphangers Campaign, 
blasted the MTA for hiking fares four times in five years. 
He called on Albany and the city to pump more money into 
the authority.

Chin-Fatt said 53 percent of the MTA’s operating costs 
are covered by fares. That’s the highest percentage in the 
nation.

The state needs to encourage commuters to rely on 
mass transit. It won’t do that by raising fares again.
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Sandy photo has something to say

I 
could not believe it: A 
massive tree trunk, 
measuring 5 feet in di-
ameter, ripped out of 

the ground with roots and 
earth dangling in the air. 
Smashed and suffocated in 
the rubble by huge branch-
es and leaves was a little 
red car.

A triangular branch 
frame formed around it, 
with red and green leaves 
creating a Christmas-
like wreath. The triangle 
seemed to be telling the car, 
“Sorry, you’re not going 
anywhere, at least not for 
awhile.” And when I looked 
again through the debris, a 
stop sign appeared.

“What happened 
here?” I said to a man sit-
ting in shorts and moc-
casins on a stoop. “Do you 
know whose car this is?”

Sadly, he said the car 
was his and that the tree 
just scraped the kitchen 
window of the house.

“Lucky for you,” I said 
to this seemingly contented 
man.

I wished I had my cam-
era. The scene moved me in 
a way I could not put into 
words. How did it affect me 
beyond the obvious? What 
was going on inside my 
mind? My thinking stopped 

when a man balanced him-
self on the giant trunk and 
began taking pictures. I 
decided then to return to 
the shocking reality and 
photograph Hurricane San-
dy’s tree and the autumn 
wreath she left behind as 
nature’s gift.

The next day, I took 
several shots of the demol-
ished red car, loaded up 
the disk on my computer 
and appraised the images 
while ruminating about 
all the elements: the fallen 
tree trunk, red and green 
autumn leaves, a triangle 
of thick branches — the 
Christmas wreath — en-
gulfing a red car and the 
corner stop sign.

The photograph be-

came symbolic, for me, 
because it triggered many 
things inside that I could 
not express at the moment. 
As I do at times, I contem-
plated the different pieces 
of the puzzle that composed 
the image to see if I might 
conjure up what was hap-
pening on a deeper level.

Did Sandy leave us a 
symbolic code to decipher? 
What was her message?

Can you discover sym-
bols in the photograph and 
help me respond to Diane 
Arbus’ paradoxical quota-
tion: “A photograph is a 
secret. The more it tells you 
the less you know”?

Jeffrey Pflaum
Bayside

Boro family thankful for volunteers

H
urricane Sandy up-
rooted a more than 
300-ton oak tree 
across the street, 

slamming it into a London 
plain maple tree in front 
of our home, causing it to 
crack open. These trees 
continued to loom over our 
home on live Consolidated 
Edison wires for 11 days be-
fore we received any physi-
cal help.

A disaster relief truck 
full of out-of-towner loggers 
— from Texas, Mississippi, 
Florida, Massachusetts, 
Tennessee and Missouri 
— passed our home Nov. 4 
and saw the destruction. 
A city Parks Department 
employee, who was serving 
as a supervisor, emerged 
and, after a brief plea for 
assistance, we were told we 
were not on their list but he 
added us due to the dire cir-
cumstances.

We were advised they 
could not cut down the 
trees, since Con Edison 
never disconnected the 
power. Instead, they were 

able to cut down branches 
entangled in the trees, 
now acting like torpedoes 
with the wind, to prevent 
any further damage to our 
home.

When the cherry pick-
er went up into the air, our 
family watched a true pro-
fessional at work. He was 
like a surgeon with a chain-
saw, extremely meticulous 
about what branches he cut 
and how he cut them — es-
pecially since he was near 
lives wires. He was even 
careful about where he 
dropped the limbs, thereby 
causing the least amount of 
damage to our home.

They told us they 
would be back to offer us 
more help, and two days 
later they arrived early in 
the morning. They secured 
the looming trees as much 
as they could to help us get 
through the nor’easter we 
were set to face the next day. 
On Nov. 8 at 6 p.m., a second 
crew of men arrived at our 
home, this time from Geor-
gia. They saw the tree still 

looming over our home, 
so these men immediately 
went to work and safely re-
moved the tree.

These men were a ray 
of light during a horrible 
week from hell and were 
our family’s guardian an-
gels. From the bottom of 
our hearts we thank them 
and have sincere love and 
admiration for these men 
and the jobs they do.

Additionally, we would 
also like to extend a heart-
felt thank you to City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone), who was the 
only elected official who 
provided immediate sup-
port to our family. Within 
minutes of us reaching out 
to Halloran, he arrived at 
our home to exam the dam-
age, take photos and talk 
with us.

For days he contin-
ued to call the appropriate 
agencies and served as a 
voice for our family.

The Daleys
Auburndale

Mayor has no plans to cut subsidies

T
he New York Times 
reported in its Nov. 
12 issue that Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg 

plans to increase school 
lunches to $2.50 from $1.50, 
slash $8.3 million from li-
braries and increase fees 
on parking meters.

It is to be noted that 
Bloomberg has no plans to 
reduce the hundreds of mil-

lions of taxpayer dollars 
that will subsidize his ill-
advised Willets Point plan, 
nor does he plan to reduce 
subsidies that will benefit 
New York Mets billionaire 
owner Fred Wilpon for a 
shopping mall adjacent to 
the Mets stadium.

While Bloomberg is to 
be applauded for his phil-
anthropic contributions as 

a private citizen, his cur-
rent plans demonstrate 
once again that as mayor he 
has no interest in the poor, 
the middle class and small 
businesses in this city.

It should make one 
recognize the value of term 
limits.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Parks must better maintain trees

A
s Hurricane Sandy 
pounded our area 
Oct. 30, our trees, 
some of which stood 

for many decades, began to 
fall due to the high winds.

Trees crashed to the 
ground, taking power lines 
and poles with them. They 
also crashed down onto 
homes, streets and vehicles 
and unfortunately also fell 
on top of people, killing 
them.

We took it for granted 
that our trees would always 
be here. They always pro-
vided us with shade in the 
summer, beautiful leaf col-
ors in the fall and oxygen 
by taking in carbon dioxide 
through their leaves.

Then in one day, thou-
sands of them were laid low 
by a tropical maelstrom, 
many of them fighting to 
the end. It was heartbreak-
ing to see the widespread 
destruction of our cathe-
drals of nature. It was ar-
bor Armageddon.

Trees manage their 
affairs better than people 
and get into few scrapes 
with their leafy neighbors 
around them. If new trees 
are to be planted, they 
should only be planted in 
our parks, not our streets. 
The city Parks Department 
needs to maintain those 
remaining street trees and 
also those trees in all of 
our parks much better than 

they have in the past.
If there are trees that 

are weak, dead or dying, 
they must be removed. 
Those that are healthy must 
be pruned on a regular ba-
sis to keep them healthy.

Perhaps if the Parks 
Department had done so 
prior to the hurricane, a 
young man from Flush-
ing and a young couple 
from Brooklyn would still 
be alive today. The mayor 
must not cut anymore fund-
ing for the forestry divi-
sion, which is responsible 
for maintaining the city’s 
trees.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

A tree, downed by Hurricane Sandy, fell on a car in Bayside. 
Photo by Jeffery Pflaum

CORRECTION
An article in the Nov. 22-28 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers about Community Board 4 District 
Manager Christian Cassagnol should have said that he was a member of CB 4’s paid staff for 10 years 
and that he lives alone.
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many Jews of Hungar-
ian descent have to thank 
Raoul Wallenberg every 
day for his courage and his 
heroism.”

Speakers at the trib-
ute, which also served to 
recognize Wallenberg’s 
posthumous reception of 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal this year, included 
Deputy Borough President 
Barry Grodenchik, Hun-
garian Consul General 
Karoly Dan and honorary 
Swedish Consul General 
David Dangoor.

Many other Queens 
elected officials, including 
City Councilmen Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows), were also 
in the audience.

Wallenberg was born 
Aug. 4, 1912, to a wealthy 
Swedish family and went 
to Budapest in 1944 to dis-
tribute Swedish protective 
passes to Jews to rescue 
them from the Holocaust, 
often employing extraor-
dinary means to carry out 
his mission.

Rabbi Richard Weiss, 
of Young Israel of Hillcrest, 
told the story of how Wal-
lenberg rescued a number 
of Jews on board a depor-
tation train headed for 
Auschwitz, ignoring orders 
from the Germans to get 
down from the train and 
dodging bullets fired at 
him.

Wallenberg was ar-
rested by Soviet troops at 
the end of the war for un-
known reasons and taken 
to a prison camp in Mos-
cow. The Soviet Union said 
he died of a heart attack in 
1947, but some people say 
they saw him alive in a 
Russian prison many years 
after that date.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), who 
was instrumental in push-
ing for legislation bestow-
ing the medal on Wallen-
berg, said the world would 
be a better place if more 
people stood up to tyranny.

“[Wallenberg] wanted 
to do what was right. He 
wanted to make a differ-
ence,” Meeks said.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks presents a plaque to Peter Rebenwursel, 
the chairman of the Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration 
Commission. Photo by Steven Malecki

Boro honors WWII protector of Hungarian Jews
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Many members of 
Queens’ Jewish communi-
ty, several elected officials 
and international diplo-
mats  gathered at Young 
Israel of Hillcrest Sunday 
to commemorate the cen-
tennial birthday of Raoul 
Wallenberg, a Swedish ar-
chitect who saved the lives 
of tens of thousands of Hun-

garian Jews during World 
War II.

Many speakers at the 
tribute noted that some of 
those at the temple, at 169-
07 Jewel Ave., might not 
have been there that day if 
it were not for Wallenberg.  
They said his contribution 
to the Jewish community 
goes much farther than just 
those individual people he 
rescued.

“Wallenberg saved by 
now probably a million peo-
ple,” said Peter Rebenwur-
zel, chairman of the Raoul 
Wallenberg Centennial Cel-
ebration Commission.

Rebenwurzel’s father-
in-law was one of those 
saved by Wallenberg in 
World War II, and he went 
on to have many children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Rebenwur-

zel said those descendants, 
which number more than 
150, would never have been 
born if not for the Swedish 
humanitarian and diplo-
mat.

“And this is just one 
little family saved by Wal-
lenberg,” he said. “Can you 
imagine how many people 
are in this world that would 
not be here without him? 
Therefore, I and many, 

State Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) is sponsoring a 
holiday gift drive for hos-
pitalized veterans, as well 
as a toy drive for needy and 
hospitalized children and 
the young victims of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

All gifts should be de-
livered by Dec. 19 to Braun-

stein’s office, at 213-33 39th 
Ave., Suite 238; Dr. William 
M. Duke’s office, at 35-01 
202nd St.; or the Commu-
nity Board 11 office, at 46-21 
Little Neck Pkwy.

If you are interested 
in participating and would 
like to receive more infor-
mation, call Braunstein’s 
office at 718-357-3588.

Braunstein sponsors 
holiday gift drives
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Let Joseph Anthony Make 
Your Holiday Special

Featuring
OFF

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds – Any Shape & Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry

Antique, Estate Jewelry
Sterling Silver Flatware
Scrap Gold
U.S. Currency
Silver Bars & Gold Bars

WE PAY CA    H FOR:

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY
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BY JOE ANUTA

More than 10 Queens 
residents, many hailing 
from the Northeast, were 
charged by the state attor-
ney general in a widespread 
prostitution operation that 
used an advertising compa-
ny and money laundering to 
pimp out trafficked women 
and elude authorities, the 
state attorney general said 
last week.

Flushing residents Wei 
“William” or “Andy” Qu, 
Jian Hui “James” or “Bill” 
Hui Niu, Bayside’s Ying 
“Lily” Li, Jay King of Whit-
estone and Woosub Kim 
of Fresh Meadows were 
the alleged ringleaders of 
various prostitution out-
fits, according to Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man. They advertised their 
services in various media 
publications by using New 
Jersey-based company So-
mad Enterprises.

The head of the com-
pany, Milagros Katz of 

New Jersey, along with a 
total of 20 people were hit 
with an enterprise corrup-
tion charge. Various other 
charges handed down in-
cluded money laundering, 
falsifying business records, 
promoting prostitution and 
narcotics possession and 
sales, the AG said. Each of 
the defendants faces up to 8 
1/3 to 25 years in prison if 
convicted, according to the 
AG.

“This investigation led 
to the arrests of multiple in-
dividuals who were part of 
a criminal enterprise that 
made millions of dollars 
by profiting off the exploi-
tation of women,” Schnei-
derman said. “With law 
enforcement partners like 
Police Commissioner [Ray] 
Kelly and the investigators 
at the NYPD and our other 
law enforcement partners 
we will continue to root out 
criminal networks like this 
prostitution and narcot-
ics ring. The message we 
are sending is clear: These 
crimes will not be tolerated 

in the state of New York.”
In the process of mak-

ing multiple arrests Nov. 
20, law enforcement of-
ficials rescued two traf-
ficked women, according to 
the AG.

The prostitution rings 
were more like arms ex-

tending outward from So-
mad Enterprises, the AG 
said.

Somad received more 
than $3 million from these 
arms over a roughly 2 1/2-
year period to take out ads 
in various tri-state publica-
tions. The illegal outfits ap-

peared on Somad’s books as 
cleaning, antique or party 
planning companies in an 
attempt to pass off the mon-
ey as coming from legiti-
mate businesses, a process 
known as mone launder-
ing, the AG said.

Tracing the money 

outward from Somad, the 
AG found that each arm, 
run by a ringleader, provid-
ed bookers who arranged 
meetings in either a john’s 
home or at a hotel, and driv-
ers to transport the prosti-
tuted women, Schneider-
man said. In some cases, 
the groups would also sell 
narcotics to the johns via 
their prostitutes.

For example, David 
Mendelowitz, a former guid-
ance counselor and dean 
of students at Scarsdale 
High School in Westchester 
County, is accused of both 
soliciting a prostitute and 
purchasing crack cocaine 
through one of the opera-
tions, according to Schnei-
derman.

Others charged in the 
crime were Sun T. Fink, Shi 
In Kang, Renshung Kang 
and Jacob Kim of Flushing; 
Christopher Fairbairn of 
Forest Hills; Woo Yang of 
Oakland Gardens; and Mel-
anie Reyes of Jamaica.

FLIP

Baysider charged in prostitute ring bust: AG

Cleared Bayside man mulls next step
BY PHIL CORSO

After being cleared 
on FBI charges of sending 
a death threat to one bank 
in Pennsylvania, a Bayside 
man said he was weigh-
ing whether to take action 
against the government in 
civil court.

Last month, a jury in 
Brooklyn Federal Court 
took less than one hour to 
acquit Michael Chung, 52, 
clearing him on charges of 
sending a malicious mes-
sage to a Sovereign Bank in 
Pottsville, Pa.

But the Bayside man 
still spent nearly three 
months behind bars as 
prosecutors said he was un-
fit for bail due to his alleged 
affiliation with the Sov-
ereign Citizen Movement, 
which claims not to believe 
in federal law nor paying 
taxes and has been classi-
fied as a terrorist group by 
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.

“I don’t know how 

practical it is to try to have 
a ‘dialogue’ without forcing 
the issue with a lawsuit,” 
Chung said. “I want to show 
restraint and appreciation 
for the good aspects of the 
government and see where 
that goes.”

The U.S. attorney’s of-
fice for the Eastern District 
in Brooklyn had no com-
ment on the case.

Though Chung de-
nied he was part of the 
radical group, which has 
been linked to Oklahoma 
City bombing conspirator 
Terry Nichols, his lawyer 
Ephraim Savitt said he did 
have some identification 
with its philosophy. His af-
filiation with them, how-
ever, ended at his dislike 
for taxes and never led to 
violence, Savitt said.

Chung said in his three 
months awaiting trial at 
the Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Brooklyn, he saw 
both the dark and lighter 
sides of the justice system 
from his initial arrest in 

August to when he was 
tried and found innocent 
Oct. 25.

“My wife and fam-
ily suffered incredibly,” 
Chung told TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “Other than 
that, I think I am better for 
the wear, and learned a lot 
from the time.”

The FBI accused 
Chung of sending a threat-
ening fax to his Pennsylva-
nia bank Aug. 6 because of a 
$179,000 debt left on a home 
equity loan issued by the 
bank, preventing him from 
selling his Bayside condo. 
In the criminal complaint 
filed by the U.S. attorney’s 
office, the FBI said the fax 
referred to Chung’s Second 
Amendment rights to elim-
inate the debt as a “deadly 
force to protect my inter-
ests as a national citizen,” 
which could have sent him 
to jail for up to five years.

But aside from the 
copy of the fax, which the 
FBI said appeared to in-
clude Chung’s signature, 

the jury’s chief evidence 
came from a surveillance 
video taken when the fax 
in question was sent from 
a Bayside Staples store. 
Though the footage ap-
peared to show an Asian 
man sending the fax, sever-
al of Chung’s neighbors tes-
tified that it was not him.

Looking ahead, Chung 
said he wanted to consider 
his options before commit-
ting himself to another le-
gal battle against the U.S. 
attorney’s office and FBI. 
He said he would try to pio-
neer new ways the govern-
ment could pursue cases 
like his and establish some 
sort of dialogue to deter-
mine the most appropriate 
way to balance the books 
with the government.

“Suing the government 
is a very serious thing,” 
Chung said. “We are still in 
the consideration stage. We 
prefer not to sue, but to ex-
plore other channels.”

on craftsmanship and art-
istry.

“Historical distinc-
tions and tensions have 
evolved since the medieval 
times between ideas of art 
and craft as well as ideas of 
artists and crafts people,” 
Buck said. “Since art and 
craft are both fluid ideas, 
we may be in a time where 
art rejoins craft in the 
realm of social practice.”

At the conference 
scheduled for Dec. 2, gradu-
ate students from around 
the world will touch on 
contemporary issues in the 
arts, the School of Visual 
Arts said.

Buck practices ce-
ramic art and has served as 
chairman of the National 
Art Education Association 
Annual Convention and as 
co-chair for the University 
Council for Art Education’s 
Symposium for Art Educa-
tion Leadership.

In his presentation, 
Buck said he would use the 
most recent devastation 

from Hurricane Sandy as 
an example to illustrate 
how important handmade 
items have become and 
how under-appreciated 
they might be in the Inter-
net age. The Douglaston 
potter said that by bridg-
ing the gap between art and 
craft, there could be new 
opportunities to change the 
way others perceive and ap-
preciate the work that can 
be accomplished by hand 
despite the abundance of 
computer technology.

“If art is thought of as 
more than just pictures on 
the wall, or just for the few, 
and craft is thought of as 
more than handmade ob-
jects, then artists and craft-
makers can play multiple 
roles in today’s society,” 
Buck said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-457

Continued from Page 2

Roots

Christopher Fairbairn (clockwise from top l.), Sun T. Fink, Renshung Kang, Shi In Kang, Jacob Kim, 
Melainie Reyes and Woo Yang were all charged by the state attorney general with participating in a 
prostitution business. Images courtesy Eric Schneiderman 
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FLIP

MYRTLE AVE
HOLIDAY SAVINGS

EVERY DAY of the WEEK on MYRTLE AVENUE
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Ave., & Fresh Pond Rd.)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores
will be open late

during the
holiday season.
Check individual 
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

SHOP LOCAL & 

SAVE

WATCH FOR THE MYRTLE AVENUE

Christmas Savings Guide
Dec. 6th & Dec. 7th

delivered in the Ridgewood area featuring MONEY SAVING COUPONS  
& The Myrtle Avenue store listing

Santa 
Pictures

Bring Your Own Camera

Sunday, Dec. 2nd, 12pm–2pm
Myrtle Ave & 71st Ave. Triangle

(Just off Forest Ave.)

Sunday, Dec. 9th, 12pm–2pm
Venditti Square

(Myrtle Ave, & Nicholas Ave.)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.Ridgewood-NY.com
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FLIP

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Keep seeing the forest 
as well as the trees.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

Abikaram said busi-
ness had been about the 
same in the same time pe-
riod as last year and he was 
hoping it would improve as 
the holidays neared.

“Thanksgiving was 
OK, not great, but accept-
able,” he said.

And Harry Rutgers, 
owner of Bell Family Jew-
elers, at 40-21 Bell Blvd. in 
Bayside, said there still 
needed to be more educa-
tion about the shopping 
holiday in order to bring in 

customers.
“Today was OK, but 

I don’t think that enough 
people understood what 
[Small Business Saturday] 
meant,” he said. “We’re 
busy, but it could have been 
a lot busier.”

Continued from Page 2

Sales

tors and administrators 
since Nov. 16 to dispense 
medical care and advice, 
all free of charge.

“This is a humanitar-
ian effort,” Carney said. 
“We are here to help a com-
munity in need.”

Although the super-
storm swept through the 
borough more than three 
weeks ago, rebuilding ef-
forts have since been under-
way for residents left with-
out homes or any means to 
return to normalcy, Carney 
said.

Serving as an urgent 
care center, the van, set 
up at 209 Cross Bay Blvd., 
has been staffed with doc-
tors and nurses prepared 
to treat and prescribe medi-
cation, administer flu or 
tetanus shots and more. 
If further assistance was 
needed, ambulance service 
was available for patients 

needing to get to the hospi-
tal.

Throughout last week, 
doctors have been seeing 
nearly 30 storm victims a 
day suffering from cuts and 
lacerations, respiratory 
ailments and broken bones, 
Carney said.

“People have been very 
appreciative,” Carney said. 
“This van is just a small 
part of what North Shore-
LIJ is doing to help out.”

Carney said the health 
system has also been pro-
viding assistance to shel-
ters throughout Long Is-
land and New York City to 
give back.

Dr. Matthew Tiffany, 
of Southside Hospital in 
Bayshore, L.I., said he was 
volunteering his time to 
help serve residents af-
fected by the storm as one 
of the two doctors on staff 
each day alongside nurses 
and administrators.

“At a time like this, it 
is good to show that we are 
not just figures in a hospi-

tal,” Tiffany said.
Working alongside Tif-

fany was Dr. Frederick Da-
vis, who said his primary 
concern was making sure 
residents throughout the 
area were aware of the free 
medical services awaiting 
them.

Davis said he was see-
ing patients with a variety 
of needs, mostly suffering 
from respiratory illnesses 
or injuries related to the 
cleaning up of debris and 
other storm-related mess-
es.

After serving for a 
week in Broad Channel, 
Carney said the medical 
unit worked with the state 
Department of Health and 
relocated to Long Beach in 
Nassau and would continue 
to tour affected areas as 
long as there was a need.

“When you see the dev-
astation that people have 
endured, it is just remark-
able,” Carney said. “We are 
trying to improve access to 
care. We are here to help.”

Continued from Page 1

Sandy

fore 2013 was not so bright, 
a source close to Cuomo 
told the New York Post ear-
lier this month.

In a letter to both the 
governor and Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
urged lawmakers to take 
whatever steps necessary 
to ensure that benefits of a 
tax abatement serving co-
op and condominium own-
ers throughout the city re-
main intact.

“If a ‘special’ legisla-
tive session is not possible, 
then I would ask that you 
issue respective executive 
orders to retain the prop-
erty tax abatement until 
legislation is passed early 
next session to resolve this 
issue,” Avella said.

Earlier this year, state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-

stein (D-Bayside) said 
Bloomberg’s office commit-
ted to continuing the tax 
abatement program until 
the Legislature reconvened 
to provide relief to middle-
class co-op owners. Ac-
cording to the plan, which 
Braunstein proposed, co-op 
owners would see abate-
ments rise from 17.5 per-
cent to 25 percent this year 
and more than 28 percent 
in three years. Avella said 
the program’s expiration 
would result in an increase 
of about $1,200 or more per 
unit if not retroactively 
renewed, leading to “ex-
treme financial hardships” 
for thousands of co-op and 
condo owners throughout 
the city.

Several northeast 
Queens co-op and condo 
owners came out in favor 
of Braunstein’s proposal in 
a Bay Terrace press confer-
ence earlier this year.

“Under the new and 

improved property tax 
abatement program co-ops 
and condos can continue 
to provide middle-class 
families with much-need-
ed affordable housing 
along with the pride of 
ownership,” said Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance and copresident 
of the Presidents Co-op and 
Condo Council.

Weprin said he spon-
sored the original version 
of the tax abatement bill as 
a member of the Assembly 
in 1996, which the Legisla-
ture continually renewed 
until this year.

“For most Queens co-
ops and condos, the tax 
abatement is vital, and its 
elimination would surely 
wreak havoc on the budgets 
of co-ops, condos and the 
middle-class families who 
make their homes therein,” 
Weprin said.

Continued from Page 1

Tax hikes
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Fed agencies offer loans to help small biz recover
BY STEVE MOSCO

Almost one month 
after Superstorm Sandy 
rocked the region with 
reckless abandon, busi-
nesses and individuals are 
still facing a formidable 
slog down the road to finan-
cial recovery.

And federal agencies 
are staying in Queens into 
the foreseeable future to 
make sure everyone gets 
the help they need.

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, work-
ing in tandem with the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, set up 
several disaster recovery 
centers in the borough to 
help with aid and to guide 
victims through the disas-
ter loan process, helping 
them find out what kind of 
assistance they are eligible 
to receive.

The federal agencies 
were working with small 
business people and indi-

viduals from a temporary 
headquarters at Manduca-
tis Rustica, at 45-35 Vernon 
Blvd. in Long Island City, 
Monday.

“We want them to know 
we are here in Queens and 
we will be here for a while,” 
said Nycholas Hynes, a pub-
lic information officer with 
SBA. “We have loans for 
businesses and people — 
each category has different 
kinds of loans with differ-
ent requirements.”

Hynes said while SBA 
only planned to stay at 
Manducatis for two days  , 
many other pop-up recov-
ery centers will appear 
along with the semi-perma-
nent offices that have been 
set up throughout Queens.

SBA’s semi-permanent 
locations include the Small 
Business Development 
Center at York College, at 
94-50 159th St. in Jamaica; 
LaGuardia Community 
College in Suite BA02, at 
30-20 Thompson Ave. in 

Long Island City; and the 
Rockaway Development & 
Revitalization Corp., at 19-
20 Mott Ave. in Far Rock-
away.

Disaster loans up to 
$200,000 are available to 
homeowners to repair or 
replace disaster-damaged 
or -destroyed real estate. 
Homeowners and renters 
are eligible for up to $40,000 
to repair or replace disas-
ter-damaged or -destroyed 

personal property.
Businesses and private 

nonprofits of any size may 
borrow up to $2 million to 
repair or replace disaster-
damaged or -destroyed 
real estate, machinery and 
equipment, inventory and 
other business assets. And 
the SBA may also increase 
a loan by up to 20 percent if 
a business owner wants to 
take steps to prevent prop-
erty damage by future di-

sasters of the same kind.
Disaster loans for busi-

nesses can be acquired for 
physical damage, but also 
for financial damage in-
curred by businesses un-
able to reopen in a timely 
manner following the 
storm.

Interest rates are as 
low as 1.688 per-
cent for home-
owners and rent-
ers, 3 percent for 
nonprofits and 4 percent for 
businesses with terms up 
to 30 years. Loan amounts 
and terms are set by the 
SBA and are based on each 
applicant’s financial condi-
tion.

“The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration is 
strongly committed to pro-
viding the people of New 
York with the most effec-
tive and customer-focused 
response possible to assist 
homeowners, renters and 
businesses with federal di-
saster loans,” said SBA ad-

ministrator Karen G. Mills. 
“Getting businesses and 
communities up and run-
ning after a disaster is our 
highest priority at SBA.”

SBA advises custom-
ers to go to sba.gov/Sandy 
or call 1-800-659-2955 from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 8 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sun-
day for the latest 
information for 

guidance and assistance.
To be considered for all 

forms of FEMA disaster as-
sistance, applicants should 
register online at disaster-
assistance.gov or by mobile 
device at m.fema.gov.

If online or mobile ac-
cess is unavailable, appli-
cants should call the FEMA 
toll-free Helpline at 1-800-
621-3362.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A grocery story on Beach Channel Drive and Beach 43rd Street 
dries out dollar bills on shelves. Inside items line only the top 
shelves.     Photo by Christina Santucci

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic 

single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans or 
packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends Nov. 12, 2012.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

B.T.

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. 

Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

$79 $79
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 
Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. 

Offer ends Nov. 30, 2012.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FALL
SAVINGS

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

FLEX 

for
$792 PAIR
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40” CLASS LCD 
1080p HDTV ���������	
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28% OFF
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Merry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah from Our Family to Yours

16.0 MEGA-PIXEL 
DIGITAL CAMERA WITH 
8X OPTICAL ZOOM
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44% OFF
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  PERFECT
Holiday

 The

  GIFT
    SALE

ALL APPLIANCES
ON SALE

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

The Company You Can Trust • Est. 1909

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS

  CLOSEOUT...
WHILE

SUPPLIES LAST

3.4 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
WASHER 
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27% OFF

 

IS YOUR HAIR THINNING?

AfterBefore

DUE TO:
Alopecia Areata 
(hair thinning)

Trichotillomania 
(hair pulling)

Breakage from 
chemical treatments

No Surgery | All of our rooms are private

Call The Hair Replacement Salon
Toll FREE 1-855-499-4247

www.TheHairReplacementSalon.com
New York, NY

Israel pressures Amtrak to restore LIRR service
BY PHIL CORSO

More than 40 rush 
hour Long Island Rail Road 
trains still crippled by the 
effects of Hurricane San-
dy should be restored by 
Christmas week, U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Hauppauge) 
and Amtrack said Tuesday.

Israel joined LIRR 
Commuter Council Chair-
man Mark Epstein Tuesday 
at the Hicksville, L.I. train 
station to call on Amtrak 
to be more transparent 
when it comes to repairing 
its four East River tunnels 
between Manhattan and 
Queens.

With the holidays 
approaching, Israel said 
now was not the time for 
Amtrak to keep commuters 
in the dark when it comes 
to a timetable on tunnel re-
pairs.

“Up to now, Amtrak 
has not been as transpar-
ent and responsive as we 
would have liked. I under-

stand the scope of this job 
is huge, but we are not ask-
ing Amtrak to build a new 
transcontinental railroad 
going from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific here,” Israel 
said. “We are heading into 
the busiest season in the 
busiest railroad in Amer-
ica, and we do not want 
Christmas chaos.”

Israel said he spoke 
with Amtrak President 
Joseph Boardman Tues-
day morning after he and 
members of the LIRR Com-
muter Council put pressure 
on Amtrak to be more up-
front about its restoration 
updates. According to the 
congressman, Boardman 
promised Amtrak would 
have all four tunnels re-
paired and operational by 
Christmas week.

“We understand the 
importance of restoring 
full LIRR service and are 
committed to doing so by 
the Christmas holiday,” 
Boardman said. “We appre-

ciate the continued coop-
eration from LIRR and are 
diligently working to make 
the needed repairs.”

But to avoid any more 
confusion, Israel said 
the next step was to hold 
Amtrak accountable for its 
promise.

“Mr. Boardman told 
me he was instituting a top-
down focus of his resourc-

es, his own personal atten-
tion and the entire Amtrak 
team to reopening the tun-
nels,” Israel said.

Since the storm, only 
two of the four Amtrak-
owned East River tunnels 
have been operational by 
using makeshift and tem-
porary signal systems, 
LIRR spokesman Sal Arena 
said. Because of this, Arena 

said the LIRR has been un-
able to run its full comple-
ment of trains through the 
tunnels.

“So while we are back 
on our regular, published 
schedule, with the excep-
tion of the Long Beach 
branch, as a base refer-
ence for our customers, we 
can only run it by cancel-
ing some trains on each 
branch,” Arena said. “Only 
when the tunnel 
signal system is 
again fully opera-
tional will we be 
able to run without cancel-
lations.”

According to Epstein, 
who chairs the LIRR Com-
muter Council, the tunnel 
damage has forced the on-
going cancellations of 26 
morning rush hour and 27 
evening rush hour trains 
across several different 
lines.

At the height of travel 
on Thanksgiving eve, Penn 
Station was reduced to cha-

os when Amtrack, the LIRR 
and New Jersey Transit all 
suspended service after the 
makeshift signal system 
operating inside the East 
River tunnels malfunc-
tioned around 5p.m.

“LIRR riders now 
have fewer, more crowded 
trains providing rush hour 
service that is more sus-
ceptible to disruption from 
another incident,” Epstein 

said. “Amtrak, 
as a publicly 
chartered entity, 
owes transpar-

ency to the public — espe-
cially those who use its fa-
cilities.”

Amtrak, a for-profit 
corporation, was created 
by Congress in 1970 and is 
provided support and feder-
al dollars from the Federal 
Railroad Administration. 
The four East River tun-
nels are the only non-LIRR-
owned tracks in the entire 
railroad system.

Crowds of commuters file into morning rush hour trains as the 
Long Island Rail Road restored limited service on all branches ex-
cept Long Beach Nov. 5. Photo courtesy MTA LIRR

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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40 Years of Experience 

and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
Plus $25 off each additional unit

2 Duette® Duolite™ Honeycomb Shades,  
2 Pirouette® Window Shadings,  
2 Silhouette® Window Shadings or  
2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
Plus $50 off each additional unit

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheers or Modern 
Draperies or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
Plus $100 off each additional unit

SAVE $100*

WHEN YOU BUY:
Silhouette® Window Shadings and Luminette® Privacy Sheers

Save September 15 — December 15 on select Hunter Douglas window fashions.* 
What a wonderful way to fill your home with the beauty and warmth of the season.

Comfort and Joy,  
Now at a Savings.

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/12  – 12/15/12. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, 

you will not be entitled to a rebate. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. This rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights 

reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Energy Effi cient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.

Many Colors & Styles

(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured
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Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence

Q
C
an

Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
 

Feliz - Class of ’14
Transfer Student
F li Cl f ’14

SFC . eduS

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Flexible transfer policies for students
completing their bachelor’s degrees.

Nobody serves you better.

AC &
HEATING

SALES

reliable
convenient
automatic
delivery

GET THE OIL HEAT 
SERVICE AND 
ENERGY SAVINGS 
YOU WANT 
THIS WINTER.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. DCP-HOD.366. CT Lic. 390819-S1, Nassau Lic. No. H2407280000. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 4510-RP, 45411-RP, PA035150, MD Lic. No. 30490123. HVAC Master Lic. No. 13048. ©2012 Champion Energy. CH_12023

877.844.6868
lewisoil.com

BY PHIL CORSO

Inside an interfaith 
outreach relief center at 
St. Anthony’s Church in 
Oceanside, L.I., a 6-year-
old boy and his mother 
approached student volun-
teers from Queensborough 
Community College look-
ing for a pair of shoes.

After the family lost 
their entire home in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
the boy told the students 
he never thought his shoes 
would float away from him. 
Within minutes, the stu-
dents scrambled to gather 
some new footwear for him 
along with pajamas and 
other assorted items in two 
heaping bags.

“It was amazing to 
watch,” said 
Dr. Christine 
Mooney, an as-
sistant professor 
from the Bayside college’s 
business department. “I 
think the students took 
away an amazing sense of 
reward. They helped a lot of 
people.”

On a recent Saturday 
nearly 20 students and 
faculty members from the 
business department took 
to St. Anthony’s Church 
in Oceanside, where more 
than half of the area homes 
were flooded during the 
storm. The group sorted 
through clothing, shoes 
and more at the relief cen-
ter to benefit storm victims 

from Long Island and as far 
as the Rockaways.

“Our students were 
devoted to the cause and 

never stopped 
working, even 
when it was time 
for a break,” said 

Professor Ted Rosen, facul-
ty adviser for the college’s 
Mock Trial Team. “By the 
time we were done, the rec-
reation center’s floor, most 
of which had been covered 
with piles of clothing, was 
cleared.”

Mooney, who also 
lives in Oceanside, said she 
was without power for two 
weeks.

“It was interesting to 
see the students’ reactions 
to the devastation so close 
to home,” Mooney said. 
“They were taken aback 
at the extent of how much 

people have lost.”
Mooney, a member of 

St. Anthony’s, answered 
the church’s calls seek-
ing volunteers by work-
ing alongside professors 
and students to assemble a 
Queensborough volunteer 
team, she said. It took the 
group just two days to col-
lect more than 100 cans of 
food and three large bags 
of clothing from the college 
community to donate to the 
cause.

The outreach efforts 
did not stop there, either. 
Last week faculty and stu-
dent volunteers from the 
college’s nursing depart-
ment also helped the Visit-
ing Nurse Service of New 
York in its recovery efforts 
when they visited storm 
victims in Staten Island.

Queensborough students 
pitch in with Sandy relief

Members of the Queensborough Community College Haitian Club 
volunteer in the Rockaways, providing food to residents hit hardest 
by Hurricane Sandy. Photo courtesy Queensborough Community College

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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For 2013, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit 

 

Original 
Medicare(3)

 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS) 

 

Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO) 

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1)

 

$99.90 $0 $43.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $120 per year 
Over-the-Counter Items 
(OTC) 

None None $20 per month 
debit card 

Included in flex benefit 

Part B Deductible $140 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $5 $0 $5 
Specialist Copay 20% $15 $0 $15 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital 

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical 
Center 

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%   0%-20% 
X-Rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans 

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,156 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission 

$285 per day for 
days 1-5, 

per admission 

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission 
Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage 

No No Yes, with $0 
deductible for 

preferred generics 

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

More choices

New Medicare plans for 2013!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
Monday-Sunday, 8am-8pm from October 1-February 14; Monday-Friday, 8 am-8 pm from February 15-September 30

Enroll anytime at www.fideliscare.org

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments,

and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. 1You must

continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions

apply. 3These are 2012 amounts and may change for 2013. Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract

Time is Running Out! Open Enrollment Ends December 7

H3328 FC 12086.R2 CMS Accepted

achievement gap.
From the 2010-11 to 

2011-12 school years, 15 
schools improved their 
grades, 38 remained the 
same and eight fell.

The Preparatory Acad-
emy for Writers: A College 
Board School in Spring-
field Gardens made the big-
gest jump, improving from 
a C to an A.

The school to receive 
the lowest overall score 
was the Queens Satellite 
High School for Opportuni-
ty, which got a 39.1. Queens 
Satellite in Jamaica is a 
transfer school designed 
to help re-engage students 
with at least one year of 
high school who have ei-
ther dropped out or fallen 
behind.

Of the borough’s tra-
ditional schools, August 
Martin High School ranked 
at the bottom, receiving a D 
with a score of 41.7. August 
Martin was one of eight 
struggling schools the city 
unsuccessfully tried to 

close last year. With the ex-
ception of Newtown High 
School in Elmhurst, all of 
those schools’ grades either 
fell or remained the same. 
Newtown improved from a 
C to a B.

The reports combine 
attendance rates, school 
surveys, performance on 
standardized tests and 
progress toward gradu-
ation to arrive at a letter 
grade.

“Our high schools 
play an important role in 
student outcomes beyond 
K-12,” said city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott. “By measuring how 
well our schools prepare 
students for college and ca-
reers, the Progress Reports 
shine a light on the impor-
tance of increased rigor as 
a bridge to future success.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

August Martin High School received the lowest grade of all the tra-
ditional high schools in Queens on this year’s progress report.

Astoria TV academy had best progress in boro
BY RICH BOCKMANN

While the number of 
Queens high schools re-
ceiving low marks on the 
city’s most recent progress 
reports remained the same 
from the previous year, suc-
cessful new schools receiv-
ing high grades helped the 
borough grow in the higher 
ranks.

The city Department 
of Education Monday re-

leased the 2011-12 progress 
reports for the city’s high 
schools, transfer schools 
and Young Adult Borough 
Centers. The reports mea-
sure — based on a compari-
son between schools with 
similar student popula-
tions — how well a school 
helps its students improve 
over the course of a year.

New schools that have 
not yet graduated a class, 
such as Maspeth High 

School and the Hillside 
Arts & Letters Academy, 
do not get graded. But of 
the nine borough schools 
to receive a grade for the 
first time this year, seven 
received either an A or a 
B, helping the upper ech-
elon of Queens high schools 
grow by 8 percent.

Overall, 72 percent of 
the borough’s high schools 
received a grade of either 
an A or a B.

The two best schools 
were the Academy for Ca-
reers in Television and 
Film in Astoria and the 
International High School 
at LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island City, 
which both got an overall 
score above 90.

Long Island City’s New-
comers High School, which 
got a B, ranked among the 
best schools in the city 
when it came to closing the 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Angela Begonja is a senior who has con-
sistently distinguished herself academically, 
in extra-curricular activities as well as student 
leadership since her freshman year at St. Ag-
nes Academic High School. At the present 
time, Angela is a member of Student Council 
and the Senior Class President, as well as the 
President of the UNICEF High School Club. 
Angela is also a member of numerous aca-
demic honor societies, including the National 
Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, Spanish and 
Science.

As a member of Mu Alpha Theta, the Na-
tional Math Honor Society for 2 Year Colleges 
and High Schools, Angela gives back by serv-
ing as a peer tutor. Her teacher Miss Anne 
Forde recalls, “During her sophomore year, 
Angela was advanced in Mathematics and 
was one of only three sophomores in Algebra 
2 and Trigonometry.  Beginning during her 
junior year and continuing this year, Angela 
arrives early each morning to assist freshmen 
seeking help in their math studies. That type 
of commitment often goes unnoticed; howev-
er, Angela never seeks affi rmation for doing 
what she loves.” Currently, Angela attends 
Miss Forde’s Pre-Calculus class.

Angela is very involved in the St. Agnes 
community.  Her teacher Ms. Leslie Powell 
says, “She has shown her leadership ability 
by serving on Student Council since her fresh-

man year.  Angela is also a member of the 
multi-cultural and scrapbooking clubs, and 
has served as a tour guide for our annual 
Open House.  Angela shows her school spirit 
and compassion for others through our ser-
vice-based clubs like Relay for Life, UNICEF, 
Operation Shoebox (helping collect needed 
items for our soldiers), Teens for Life, and 
SADD.” Additionally, Angela has volunteered 
at the R.A.I.N. Middletown Senior Center in 
the Bronx, where she spent her summer assist-
ing residents.

Angela has a distinct vision for her future. 
According to Ms. Kimberly Daly, Guidance 
Counselor, “From the fi rst day I met Angela, 
two things were made very clear: she was 
extraordinarily responsible and she would be-
come a pharmacist.  Three years later, these 
two things remain very much the same.  An-
gela has never deferred from her dream of 
becoming a pharmacist and, true to her char-
acter, has done extensive research in order to 

prepare herself for her future career.”

Angela stands out among her peers not 
only because of her natural intelligence, but 
also because of her commitment to any given 
task. Her peers recognized her meticulous-
ness and her polite and affable personality 
and elected her Senior Class President.  Ms. 
Daly explains the appropriateness and says, 
“Through this role, Angela is accountable for 
the ideas and opinions of her very vocal class-
mates. She is proving herself to be a skilled 
and courteous diplomat.  These traits will 
serve her well as the caring and conscientious 
pharmacist I know she will become.”

Academically, Angela has been a consis-
tently strong student.  Angela began St. Ag-
nes with Algebra and Earth Science already 
completed in the eighth grade.  She has a 
particular knack for math and science and is 
excited to advance her knowledge in these 
areas when she is in college.  She has com-
pleted the most rigorous curriculum available 
at St. Agnes and will graduate in June with a 
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation.  
In her junior year, Angela challenged herself 
by taking Advanced Placement English Litera-
ture and Advanced Placement U.S. History.  
As a senior, Angela is eagerly participating 
in our St. John’s University College Advantage 
Program, wherein she will earn fi fteen college 
credits.   

Ms. Daly enthusiastically states, “I am con-
fi dent Angela will approach college with the 
same seriousness of purpose that she held 
throughout high school.  Angela’s intellectual 
strengths, precise nature, and warm personal-
ity are just the prescription for her success as 
a pharmacist.”

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

ANGELA BEGONJA
NOVEMBER 2012
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
ST. AGNES ACADEMIC 
HIGH SCHOOL
COLLEGE POINT, NY

*New York Community Bancorp has been rated the Top Performing Large
Thrift in the U.S. for 2011 among thrifts with $5.0 billion or more in assets,

as reported by SNL Financial.©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
718-448-7272                            www.myNYCB.com
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

City fi ghting after-hours worship in schools
BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city’s lawyers 
were back in a courtroom 
last week asking a federal 
appeals panel to overturn 
a ruling that prohibited the 
city Department of Educa-
tion from barring religious 
institutions from holding 
worship services in public 
school buildings during 
after-school hours.

The appeal was the 
latest move in a legal bat-
tle spanning more than 
16 years between the de-
partment and the Bronx 
Household of Faith, which 
has long had the support of 
religious groups across the 
city, including the Queens 
Federation of Churches.

The DOE had a policy 
that allowed various kinds 
of groups to apply for per-
mits to use public school 
buildings during non-
school hours, but barred 
religious instruction and 
worship services.

In 1996, the Bronx 

Household of Faith brought 
a lawsuit against the city 
after it was denied a per-
mit. The city won its suit 
in Manhattan federal court  
as well as a following chal-
lenge in the 2nd Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

After a Supreme Court 
decision found a similar 
provision in New York 
unconstitutional, Bronx 
Household sued again and 
the DOE amended its policy 
to allow religious instruc-
tion and expression, but 

still forbade worship.
In 2007, citing the 

DOE’s new policy as violat-
ing the Bronx Household of 
Faith’s First Amendment 
rights, Judge Loretta Pres-
ka of the Southern District 
Court issued a permanent 

injunction barring the de-
partment from enforcing 
its policy. 

The DOE successfully 
appealed the decision, but 
after Bronx Household was 
allowed to reopen its case 
in the Southern District 
court, and Preska issued 
a decision barring the de-
partment’s policy.

The city was back in 
the appeals court Nov. 19 
asking to have the decision 
overturned.

“We appreciate the 
court’s careful consider-
ation of the issues,” said 
senior counsel for the city 
 Jane Gordon. “The Depart-
ment of Education has very 
legitimate concerns about 
appearing to endorse re-
ligion by permitting reli-
gious worship services in 
public school buildings and 
thus financially subsidiz-
ing those houses of wor-
ship.”

“This is especially 
troubling since the way 
schools are used results in 

an unintended bias favor-
ing faiths that worship on 
Sundays,” she added.

The Rev. Skip 
L’Heureux, executive di-
rector of the Queens Fed-
eration of Churches, has 
long been a supporter of the 
Bronx Household of Faith’s 
lawsuit, and said he did 
not buy the judge’s argu-
ment that by allowing reli-
gious expression the DOE’s 
policy did not violate First 
Amendment rights.

“The fact of the matter 
is the regulation provides 
for schools to make space 
available for a fee for all 
nonprofits, except political 
groups, to exercise their 
core purposes,” he said. 
“But religious groups are 
said to be ineligible to exer-
cise their core purpose.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The city is in a legal battle to keep religious groups from conducting worship services in public 
schools after hours. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Learn to Dance!

Ballroom, Latin & Nightclub Style 

40 Years of Teaching 

Singles, Couples, and Groups 

of All Ages and Levels

Special Int�oductor� Rates Available! 
Call to schedule your lesson today!  

(718) 478-5910

Mende Dance Studio
62-61 Woodhaven Blvd.,  Rego Park NY 11374 

www.mendedancest�dio.com

Gist Cer�ificates Available 
For All Occasions!
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28 Boro pol lauds Cuomo for fracking leadership
BY KAREN FRANTZ

As Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
wrestles with whether or not to 
allow hydraulic fracturing in the 
state, a Queens councilman has 
lauded him for refusing to buckle 
to pressure and allowing a criti-
cal deadline to pass rather than 
speed up a review of the contro-
versial drilling method’s poten-
tial impact on public health.

City Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Meadows), 
chairman of the Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Commit-
tee, said Cuomo had made it clear 
from his public statements that 
his decision on hydraulic fractur-
ing would be guided by science 
and safety.

“He has lived up to his word 
and not succumbed to political 
pressure and artificial time-
tables,” Gennaro said in a state-
ment. “I applaud him for that.”

He added that Cuomo is at-
tempting to do something that 
has not been done before in states 
that allow hydrofracking, which 
is to regulate the practice so gas 

companies bear the full cost of 
production while ensuring that 
drilling is not subsidized by the 
degradation of water, air and land 
resources.

“Such resources, of course, 
belong to the current and future 
generations of New Yorkers and 
do not exist merely to increase 
the gas companies’ bottom line,” 
Gennaro said.

Hydrofracking is the process 
of extracting natural gas from 
shale by blasting a mix of water 
and chemicals into the ground. 
There has been a moratorium 
on the practice in the state since 
2008 while the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
has been drafting new regula-
tions and conducting an environ-
mental impact study.

Opponents of hydrofrack-
ing argue it could potentially 
contaminate the city’s drinking 
water, but supporters contend it 
would create jobs and help boost 
New York’s economy.

Cuomo said at a news confer-
ence at the Javits Center in New 
York City last week  that a Nov. 

29 deadline for completing a state 
Health Department review of 
hydrofracking could not realisti-
cally be met. The blown deadline 
means a rule-making process, 
which includes a round of public 
comments on the DEC draft regu-
lations, will effectively start over 
again.

Thus, new hydrofracking 
regulations may not be finalized 
for six months or more.

But Cuomo said the Health 
Department was simply not ready 
to release its findings.

“This is a big decision for the 
state,” Cuomo said. “It has poten-
tial economic benefits if the state 
goes forward with fracking. But 
we want to make sure that it’s 
safe and we want to make sure 
the environment is protected and 
people are protected and that’s 
why we’re doing a health assess-
ment.”

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Protesters rally against hydrofracking as the legislative session winds down in 
Albany earlier this year. AP Photo/Tim Roske
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Celebrating Our 90th Anniversary 

Of Keeping You Warm!

ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE PROTECTION PLANS!

BLUE DIAMOND FUEL 718-965-0900
www.bluediamondfuel.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL     FUEL DELIVERY     HEATING SERVICE     OIL & GAS BOILER INSTALLATIONS & UPGRADES

$500 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Oil Heat System
OR

$300 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Natural Gas Heat System
Includes a free 1-year serivce 

agreement (a $239 value)
Gas Systems Only. Coupon Must be Presented at 
Time of Service. Cannot be Combined with Any 
Other Offer or Discount. Offer Expires 12/30/12. 

$50 NEW 
CUSTOMER 

BONUS!
Good towards your 

fi rst oil delivery.

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Service. 
Cannot be Combined with Any Other Offer 
or Discount. Offer for New Customers Only.

Offer Expires 11/30/12.

ballots outside designated 
polling places made it a lit-
tle easier for people to vote, 
although a person would 
not be able to vote in the 
Senate race if they polled at 
a site outside their district.

But Addabbo said peo-
ple’s abilities to vote were 

nevertheless hampered be-
cause of the storm.

“The weather is one 
thing that is beyond your 
control,” he said.

Proud said it was too 
soon to make any judg-
ment on whether the vote 
margin between the can-
didates would have been 
smaller were it not for the 
storm because the Board 
of Elections is still count-
ing absentee and affidavit 

votes.  But she did say the 
areas heavily affected by 
the storm saw fewer people 
voting.

“It was definitely a low-
er turnout than we would 
have expected,” she said.

She said Ulrich is not 
dwelling on the results, but 
is looking to the future and 
helping his district recover 
from the storm.

“It’s really a time to 
govern now,” she said.

Continued from Page 9

Addabbo

BY REBECCA HENELY

In his latest criticism 
of the Queensborough 
Bridge renaming, City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) has intro-
duced legislation that pro-
hibits the city from renam-
ing public property after 
living people.

The Council voted 38-
12 in 2011 to add former 
Mayor Ed Koch’s name in 
front of “Queensborough.”

“The Queensborough 

Bridge has already been 
taken from the people of 
Queens, so there is no tell-
ing what landmark could 
be next,” Vallone said in a 
statement. “At a minimum, 
renaming property after 
someone’s death helps to en-
sure the honor is bestowed 
for the right reasons.”

Vallone said naming 
landmarks after living peo-
ple could be an unfair way 
to gain political support, fa-
vors, donations or approval 
of a politician.

The councilman was 
the fiercest opponent of re-
naming the bridge for Koch. 
He claimed his protest lost 
him discretionary fund-
ing in fiscal years 2012 and 
2013 from Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), a supporter of the 
renaming. She denied that 
was the case.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Vallone wants naming reserved for dead people
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Charles Chang, an 
agent with EXIT Realty 
Team in Flushing, and Ra-

fael Ching, an agent with 
EXIT Realty First Choice 
in Fresh Meadows, have re-
ceived the Bronze Produc-
tion Award.

James Young of Whit-
estone was named group di-
rector and senior vice pres-
ident and appointed to lead 
a private client banking 
team in Signature Bank’s 
Garden City, L.I., office.

TD Bank has named 
Christina L. Sidoni of 
Whitestone as vice presi-
dent in treasury manage-
ment services in Manhat-
tan.

Sgt. Fernando Febus 
of Woodside has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 
Co. A, 1-69th Infantry.

Spc. Fabian Mendoza 
of Rego Park has re-enlist-
ed to continue service with 
the 222nd Chemical Co.

Staff Sgt. Timothy 

McBride of Jackson Heights 
has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Co., 
1-69th Infantry.

Staff Sgt. Eli Solis of 
East Elmhurst has re-enlist-
ed to continue service with 
the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 27th Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion.

Pfc. Saabira Adams 

of Jamaica has re-enlisted 
to continue service with 
the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Co., 3-142nd 
Aviation.

Spc. Chante Coleman 
of Hollis has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 369th Sus-
tainment Brigade.

Spc. Gullit Etienne of 
Jamaica has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 2-108th Infan-
try.

Sgt. Robert Gonzalez 
of Briarwood has re-enlist-
ed to continue service with 
the Co. B, 642nd Support 
Battalion.

Spc. Rayshon Miller 
of Jamaica has re-enlisted 

to continue service with 
the 133rd Quartermaster 
Support Co.

Sgt. Irshaad Mohamed 
of Hollis has re-enlisted with 
the Co. D, 1-69th Infantry.

Spc. Desiree Torres 
of Jamaica has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 
7th Finance Detachment.

Sgt. Johnathon Aar-

on of Cambria Heights has 
re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the 727th Mili-
tary Police Detachment 
Law and Order.

Staff Sgt. Kehinde Ay-

eni of Queens Village has re-
enlisted to continue service 
with the Co. E, (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry) 427th 
Brigade Support Battalion.

Staff Sgt. Abismael 

Gonzalez of Richmond Hill 

has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquar-
ters, 106th Regiment (Re-
gional Training Institute).

Spc. Luis Flores of 
Ridgewood has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Battery, 1-258th 

Field Artillery.
Spc. Mychal Pivetz of 

Glendale has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 
Joint Force Headquarters.

Spc. Dieter Harst-

erporras of Flushing has 
re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Co. C (Medi-

Samuel M. Retter of 
Flushing has been named a 
semifinalist for a National 
Merit Scholarship.

St. Lawrence Univer-
sity students Viktoriya 

Saldina of Ridgewood, 
Christina Rukki of Forest 
Hills, Emmanuel Moreno 
of Ozone Park and Jamie 

Caroccio of East Elmhurst 
are studying in Spain.

Autumn-Raine Mar-

tinez of East Elmhurst has 
been granted the Veronica 
Founder’s Scholarship at 
Alvernia University.

Katie Ng of Woodside, 
Depika Singha of Jackson 
Heights, Kasandra Aqui-

no of Jamaica, Alimot S. 

Yusuff of Rosedale, Alex-

ander M. Martin of Ridge-
wood and Debbie A. Ali of 
Little Neck have enrolled 
in St. Lawrence University.

James Kazlausky and 
Xiomara Cuevas-Gonza-

lez of Glendale, Audra Cly-

burn of South Ozone Park, 

Zijiao Jing of Fresh Mead-
ows, Steven Thompson of 
East Elmhurst, Inderjit 

Singh of South Richmond 
Hill and Lingyan Li of 
Flushing have graduated 
from the University of New 
Haven.

Francesca Arcidia-

cono of Douglaston has 
been admitted to Carleton 
College as a member of the 
class of 2016.

Sarah Alli of Jamaica 
has started at Emerson Col-
lege.

Manjot Kaur of 
Queens Village has been 
named president of the Mar-
tin Van Buren High School 
student organization.

Macayo Parrott of 
Woodside has been named 
to the spring 2012 Mohawk 
Valley Community College 
vice president’s list.

Clarence Du of Fresh 
Meadows, Semonti Zaman 
of Jamaica and Gabriel 

Spooner of Maspeth have 
entered the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology.

Matthew Chu of Little 

Neck has entered Lake For-
est College.

Brittany Edwards of 
St. Albans and Chul Lim of 
Woodside have graduated 
from Buffalo State.

Osuntoki Mojisola of 
St Albans has graduated 
from Union Institute & Uni-
versity.

Yvonne Morel of 
Ozone Park Anna N. Proios 
a graduate of Loyola School 
in Corona.

Jessica Benmen of 
Queens Village and Aish-

warya Teegala of Flush-
ing have enrolled in Col-
gate University.

Tiffany Carter of 
Queens Village and Tyler 

Cardoze of Corona have 
entered Bryant University.

Christine Round-

tree, daughter of Jacob 

Douglass Roundtree Jr. 
and Yanick Bienenu of St. 
Albans, served as costume 
crew in the Connecticut 
College Theater Depart-
ment’s production of “I <3 
Juliet” in October.

Lisa Zhu of Flushing 

has graduated from LIM 
College.

Jennifer Pak of Flush-
ing was named to the LIM 
College spring 2012 presi-
dent’s list.

Quinten Carter of 
Cambria Heights and An-

thony Griffin of East 
Elmhurst have enrolled in 
Ferrum College.

Shaza Bailey of South 
Ozone Park starred in 
Dean College’s production 
of “Cabaret” in October.

Nathan Kupperstock 
of Forest Hills has graduat-
ed from Emory University.

Beatriz Malibiran of 
Flushing was honored for 
academic excellence during 
Bowdoin College’s annual 
Sarah and James Bowdoin 
Day ceremony.

William Wong of Oak-
land Gardens was chosen as 
a media satellite volunteer 
during the second 2012 pres-
idential debate at Hofstra 
University on Long Island.

Lake Forest College 
student Isaac Acosta of 
College Point is spending 

the fall 2012 semester study-
ing abroad in Chicago, Illi-
nois with the Lake Forest 
in the Loop Program.

Paola Heras of Wood-
side took part in an intern-
ship this fall through SUNY 
Oswego’s Experience-Based 
Education program.

Arvin Tangalan of 
Jamaica has been named a 
2012 SUNY Emerging Lead-
er by the SUNY Student 
Leadership Institute.

James Coyne of Mid-
dle Village is a member of 
the College Republicans at 
Ashland University.

Amanda Kirkwood 
of Oakland Gardens was 
named to the spring 2012 
Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School dean’s list.

James Coyne of Mid-
dle Village is a member of 
the Philosophy Club at Ash-
land University.

Irene Koutsidis of 
Whitestone, Joselys Cor-

nelio of Corona, Bryanna 

Hoy of Cambria Heights, 
Elizabeth Kalvoda of 
Queens Village, Tati-

ana Lynch and Gregory 

Travers of Middle Village 
and Tiffany Moy and Jen-

na Rohrssen of Flushing 
have enrolled in the Uni-
versity of Delaware.

Candace Burton of 
Flushing was inducted 
into Ithaca College’s Oracle 
Honor Society.

Domonique Moody 
was among the 10 newest 
members inducted into the 
University of the Sciences 
PA Kappa Chapter of the 
Alpha Chi National Honor 
Society.

Valentino McKenzie 
of Jamaica was one of more 
than 650 University of Ak-
ron students and staff who 
volunteered in the Akron 
community for Make a Dif-
ference Day in October.

Lisa M. Labate, 
daughter of Adeline and 
William Labate of Whit-
estone, has been selected as 
a peer adviser for Hamilton 
College’s Maurice Horow-
itch Career Center.

Jennifer Gu of Flush-
ing was named a fellow at 

Academics

the 2013 Madeleine Korbel 
Albright Institute for Glob-
al Affairs.

Elmhurst Hospital 
nurse Susan Domingo 
was recognized at the city 
public hospital’s Nursing 
Excellence Awards.

AwardsMil itary
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FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into 
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum

Diamond Setting and 
Sizing while you wait. 

$100 OFF
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

FREE 
 

Swiss movements excluded. 2 per customer. 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

 
Sterling Silver Bracelets 

Starting at $89

Come See the Largest, Most Exciting, 
Unique Designer Collection of Fine Furs.

Finest Selection of
SHEARED FURS, SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS 

AND OUTERWEAR AT LOWEST PRICES
Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises.

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

130 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck
516.504.1113

Yannis Furs
4th Generation Furrier

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 

Sunday Hours 12-4
Evenings by Appointment
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TRREE LIGHTIING
Indoor Winter Wonderland filled with Games and Activities

Bring Your Cameras and Take Pictures with Santa
Thursday, December 6th

6:00 PM

CK MUSICAL THEATER
The Beatles and Beyond...A Musical Revue

December 7th, 8th &9th

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
Donate a Pint, Save a Life!

Saturday, December 15th
9:00 AM

Join us for a Season of Giving and Celebrating
For more information on these events, visit our website at www.ctkny.org

68-02Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379
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The traditional Do-
minican cake follows the 
basic recipe Americans 
would recognize as that of 
a pound cake: a pound each 
of flour, butter and sugar.

For close to two de-
cades, Ramona Romain has 
been baking up the sweet 
treats of her native country 
out of a Spartan space on 
Hillside Avenue in Jamai-
ca, and what the shop lacks 
in decorative accoutre-
ments, its authentic flavors 
provide the style.

“We’re practically the 
only one in the area that 
makes Dominican pound 
cake, real Dominican 
pound cake,” Romain said.

Because its ingredients 
are equally proportioned, 
Dominican cake is dense 
and moist and its sweetness 
is not overpowering.

Romain first learned 
to bake in culinary school 
in the Dominican Republic 
at the behest of her mother.

“My mom encouraged 

all of her kids to learn a 
useful skill,” she said.

Some 38 years ago she 
moved to the United States 
and, while working in the 

Garment District in Manhat-
tan, she would bake treats 
out of the kitchen in her 
apartment on Parsons Bou-
levard in her spare time.

She decided to bake 
fulltime about 16 years ago 
when she opened the shop, 
at 166-14 Hillside Ave., 
where the windows display 

cakes stacked multiple lay-
ers high.

To top her confec-
tionery creations, Romain 
uses a marshmallow frost-
ing, which adds a light and 
fluffy finish.

A simple, one-layered 
cake can be made within 
about four hours if a cus-
tomer calls in when Romain 
is preparing the kitchen in 
the morning, usually about 
6 a.m., and costs around $23.

From there upward 
the imagination is the only 
limit, and multiple-layered 
wedding cakes can reach 
prices between $1,400 and 
$1,700 and require four 
month’s notice.

The Dominican treats 
can also be served in cup-
cake form.

Ramona’s just doesn’t 
do cakes, though. The 
shelves are also stocked 
daily with fresh pies, cook-
ies, macaroons and other 
assorted treats, such as the 
clear plastic cups of dulce 
de leche cortada that are 
a staple in any Dominican 

bakery.
The sinfully sweet 

snack is made by adding 
lemon juice to sweetened 
milk, causing it to curdle, 
before the milk is heated 
and its sugars caramelize.

Another specialty is 
tres leches cake: a light, 
spongy cake soaked in 
evaporated milk, condensed 
milk and whole milk.

Romain works in the 
kitchen seven days a week 
and said her busiest times 
are around the holidays and 
in the summertime, when 
communions and weddings 
are popular.

“There’s always an 
occasion to celebrate,” she 
said.

Ramona’s Bakery is at 
166-14 Hillside Ave. in Ja-
maica and open seven days 
a week from 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. For more information, 
call 718-297-2025.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jamaica bakery serves Dominican specialties
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LATE PAGE

*Seewebsite for details. Suffolk #48025-H.
Nassau #H0811270000. NYC #1376676

Financing by 3rd party provider.
Subject to credit approval.

0%
APRFinancing*

GetMoreWindowsWith
No Interest!

CERTIFIED

Reinforced
sashes for
lifetime
durability

Insulated
frames
formore
energy
savings

Alpha’s triple
panewindow
features
energy
efficient low
e-glass with
argon gas

TRIPLE PANES FOR
GREAT ENERGY SAVINGS

WINDOWS ◆VINYL SIDING◆ROOFING 1.877.925.7420

OneDay
Installation
Our Crews
WorkAround
Your Schedule!

FOR CUSTOM WINDOWS
THAT CAN CUT YOUR HEATING COSTS FOREVER,

YOU BETTER BE PREPARED TO PAY LESS.

GardenWindows,
SlidingGlassDoors,
Casements,
DoubleHungs,
Sliders,
Bows, Bays,

Choice of
Decorator
andWood
Look
Finishes

If you can find more energy efficient windows or
vinyl siding than Alpha at comparable prices –
BUY THEM!

ALPHA WINDOWS THE BEST WINDOW AND
VINYL SIDING VALUE IN NEW YORK!

A L P H A
www.alphawindows.com

Call, Click or Come In ForA FREE InHome
NoObligationConsultation.

4350 Sunrise Highway, Massapequa
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4

w/ 11/2” InsulationBacking
Installed byour own
Installation Experts!

No Subcontractors. 24 designer
colors, 9 styles to choose from

ARCHITECTURAL
VINYL SIDING

Christ the King Community is Getting into the Christmas Spirit

Christ the King Community invites you and your family to kick the Christmas Season 
off at our Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on Thursday, December 6th. Bring 
your cameras and have your children join Santa for pictures and wander throughout 
our indoor Winter Wonderland, filled with games and activities. The fun will begin at 
6:00 PM, with the tree lighting ceremony at 7:00 PM. CK’s Musical Theater Group will 
also be on hand to give us a preview of their upcoming Musical Revue.

On Friday, December 7th, the CK Musical Theater will open their three day run of 
Beatles and Beyond...A Musical Revue. Songs will also include Christmas carols to 
put you in the holiday spirit. The Revue will conclude its performances on Sunday, 
December 9th.

Lastly, on Saturday, December 15th, the New York Blood Center will be at the Christ 
the King conducting its Annual Blood Drive, beginning at 9 AM. Please consider 
giving the gift of life by donating a pint of blood. Due to the impact of Hurricane 
Sandy, New York’s blood supply in need now more than ever.

Come on down to Christ the King and celebrate the season of giving!

For more information on these events, please visit our website at www.ctkny.org.

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year 
college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High 
School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State 
of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s 
current enrollment is approximately 1000 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; 
Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, 
Treasurer; Anthony Como, Esq., Counsel; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trusee; Msgr. Micholas W. 
Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; 
Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Stop-and-frisks decline citywide, less in Jamaica
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Through the first nine 

months of the year, the 
number of stop-and-frisks 
the police conducted across 
the city was down dramati-
cally from the same period 
in 2011 and on pace for the 
biggest year-to-year de-
cline during the Bloomberg 
administration. But down-
town Jamaica was not keep-
ing pace with the drop.

With the exception 
of a 6 percent decline be-
tween 2006 and 2007, the 
number of stops conducted 
by the NYPD citywide has 
increased every year since 
2001 and the figures contin-
ued this trend during the 
first three months of 2012, 
when stops were up 11 per-
cent across all precincts 
compared to the same pe-
riod last year, according to 
the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union. 

But after the NYCLU 
released a highly publi-
cized report in May criticiz-

ing the Police Department’s 
numbers, the city recorded 
a six-month period when 
stop-and-frisk numbers fell 
below last year’s, down 25 
percent in the April-June 
quarter and 30 percent in 
the July-September period. 
At the end of September the 
stop-and-frisk pattern was 
down 14 percent overall 
from the first nine months 
of 2011, according to the 
NYPD’s numbers. 

And while there were 
fewer stops in downtown 
Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct 
from quarter to quarter 
this year, the numbers were 
still higher at the end of 
September than they were 
at the same time last year.

The 103rd, which 
ranked eighth among pre-
cincts last year in the num-
ber of total stops, was up 
nearly 4 percent by the end 
of September, with 6,409 
stops during the year’s first 
three quarters compared to 
6,176 stops during the same 
time in 2011. The 115th Pre-

cinct in Jackson Heights, 
which ranked third in total 
stops last year, was down 
almost 50 percent, counting 
3,427 stops through the first 
nine months this year com-
pared to 6,805 in 2011, ac-
cording to NYPD numbers. 

Despite the decrease in 
overall stops, the number of 
innocent people who were 
neither arrested nor issued 
a ticket remained just about 
the same, hovering near 88 
percent, according to the 
NYCLU, and the majority 

of those stopped were black 
and Hispanic men. 

“It’s encouraging to see 
street stops decline for the 
second quarter in a row,” 
said NYCLU Executive Di-
rector Donna Lieberman.

“At the same time the 

NYPD’s stop-and-frisk pro-
gram continues to have a 
90 percent failure rate,” 
Lieberman added. “It re-
mains a tremendous waste 
of resources, sows mistrust 
between police and the 
communities they serve 
and routinely violates fun-
damental rights.”

The City Council 
Public Safety Committee, 
chaired by Councilman 
Peter Vallone (D-Astoria), 
was considering four bills, 
known collectively as the 
Community Safety Act, 
which would provide over-
sight of the NYPD and re-
form its practices.

A Quinnipiac poll of 
city voters released last 
week showed that 53 per-
cent of respondents disap-
proved of stop-and-frisk, 
which was up from 50 per-
cent in August.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Rev. Al Sharpton (c.) walks with thousands to protest stop-and-frisk. Citywide, stop-and-frisk 
numbers are down. AP Photo/Seth Wenig
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

While the days of musi-
cians being discovered by major 
record companies may be gone 
forever, a new Astoria-based so-
cial networking site, started by 
two Long Island entrepreneurs, 
may help aspiring musicians to 
gain exposure and new fans.

Launched in October 2011 
out of an accounting office on 
Steinway Street, bandjamit.com 
provides music enthusiasts and 
aspiring musicians alike with 
a friendly community for all 
things musical.

The brainchild of Ed Don-
nellan and Joseph Fradelakis, 
the free-to-join-and-use site com-
bines user-generated video with 
chat and allows users to upload 
personal videos of either their 
own music or instructional vid-
eos meant to teach other musi-
cians how to play.

In addition to trading mu-
sical tips and tricks, visitors to 
the site can also listen to a wide 
variety of music organized by 
specific genre or musical rep-
ertoire. Some of the categories 
include rock, pop, gospel, coun-
try, blues and metal as well as 

a range of eclectic sub-genres 
within each category.

For example, one such 
unusual sub-genre of music is 
called “Screamo,” a vocal styl-
ing that is commonly used in 
Death Metal songs. “I didn’t even 
know what Screamo was,” said 
Donellan, 51, a CPA who lives in 
Suffolk County. “But I added it 
because people were uploading 
videos teaching that style.”

“Our overall aim is to cre-
ate a music community,” said 
Fradelakis, 25, a DJ who lives 
in Manhasset. “We want people 
to interact with each other. We 

want people to get involved.”
And, by all accounts, that’s 

exactly what is happening as 
the site, now with more than 
1,700 members from 200 coun-
tries, continues to gain traction 
as well as an international fan 
base among up-and-coming mu-
sicians and their supporters.

An acoustic guitar player 
himself, Donnellan explained 
that he got the idea for the site 
while searching through in-
structional guitar videos on 
YouTube. “I thought that if I had 
access to these instructional 
videos when I was first learning 

to play, it would have been much 
easier for me.”

And so Donnellan said he 
had the idea for the site for a 
few years until he discussed it 
with Fradelakis, with whom he 
worked.

“I had worked as a DJ 
throughout college and I always 
loved music,” Fradelakis said. 
“I had designed some websites 
for myself, so I had some knowl-
edge and I did most of the layout 
and the colors for the site, but 
we hired someone to do the cod-

Social media startup wants to help musicians promote their craft and get noticed

Continued on Page 42

Ed Donnellan (l.) and Joseph 
Fradelakis, co-founders of Astoria-
based company BandJamIt, want 
to help educate music lovers and 
promote great sounds. 

Photo by Alysa Stryker
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Casa Enrique
5-48 49th Avenue

Long Island City, Queens
347-448-6040

Price Range: Apps: $8—14; 
Entrees: $14--20

Cuisine: Regional Mexican
Setting: Small, minimal 

decoration
Service: Friendly and 

effi cient
Hours: Mon–Fri, 5pm–

midnight; Sat, Sun 11am–
midnight

Reservations: Yes
Alcohol: License pending.

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Noisy when 
crowded.

Handicap accessible: Yes

BY SUZANNE PARKER

We couldn’t be more 
delighted that Long Is-
land City newcomer Casa 
Enrique is offering its pa-
trons a new take on Mexi-
can food. Chef Cosme Agu-
ila includes recipes from 
Chiapas, Puebla and San 
Luis Potosi regions that 
set this eatery apart from 
usual Mexican establish-
ments. These influences 
make for a lighter and 
brighter Mexican.

Casa Enrique, which 
happens to be under 
the same ownership as 
Café Henri, another LIC 
hotspot, has gone for a 
maxi-minimalist look at 
this mini eatery. White 
walls. White tables. White 
chairs. Nothing on its 
white walls. The only nod 
to décor is the assortment 
of whimsical Mexican 
tchotchkes on the deep 
sills of the small windows. 
Fortunately, its food more 

than makes up for its lack 
of attention to interior dec-
oration. Be aware though, 
during busy times, you 
may be seated at a commu-
nal table.

The guac here imme-
diately sets the tone of the-
same-but-different. The 
avocado is fresh, chunky, 
and lightly seasoned with 
the usual ingredients. 
The accompanying chips 
are homemade totopos, 
an Oaxacan homey baked 

variant of the tortilla chip. 
Servings of three differ-
ent salsas of incremental 
degrees of spiciness are 
brought for either dipping 
your chips, or heating up 
your guac if au naturel 
doesn’t do it for you. We 
found that a dollop of the 
medium salsa made the 
guac just right.

You would hardly re-
alize that a salad of beets, 
jicama and queso fresco in 
a light lemon vinaigrette 

was a Mexican dish if not 
for your location. It is a 
thoroughly balanced and 
substantial salad that 
would complement almost 
any cuisine.

Chorizo tacos most 
closely resemble what we 
usually think of when we 
think of Mexican fare, yet 
not without a twist. Two 
smallish open-faced torti-
llas, nestled on a square of 
butcher paper, are mound-
ed with a crumbled home-

made chorizo and topped 
with onions and cilantro. 
The tostadas de jaiba could 
pass for (or be passed) as 
elegant hors d’oeuvres 
at a tony party. Four pe-
tite crispy corn tortillas 
are the base for a combo 
of crab, citrus, avocado 
chunks, Serrano chile and 
chopped cilantro.

The most intriguing 
thing we tried at Casa En-
rique was a special, chile 
en nogada. This is a dish 
with a patriotic history. 
It is said to have been in-
vented by Pueblan nuns 
in honor of a visit by Gen-
eral Augustin de Iturbide 
around the time the Mexi-
can flag was introduced. It 
pays homage to the colors 
of the Mexican flag, red, 
white and green with a 
poblano chili stuffed with 
chopped pork, fruit, and 
nuts, covered (with some 
of the green showing, of 

Chile en nogada served at Long Island City’s Casa Enrique, 5-48 49th Ave. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 42

Casa Enrique: Unfamiliar Mexican tastes in LIC

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Tel: 718.278.3240 Fax: 718.278.2168

Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, Variety Boys & Girls Club and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 8th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records,
Michael Serao, 

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic 

District Leader and 
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.
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Sunday, December 2, 2012, 12:00pm

The Holly Bazaar Luncheon
Great Food, Silent Auction, Raffl e, Live Music

For more information, Call 718-229-5631

Fresh Live 
Trees

Fresh Wreaths 
and Greenery

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BAYSIDE, NY PRESENTS 

THE 70TH ANNUAL

Saturday, December 1, 2012 
9:00am-4:00pm 

BAYSIDE’S FAVORITE CHRISTMAS FAIR

Enjoy your Christmas shopping this year! 
There is something for everyone!

Visit the Holly Bazaar Vendors for the very best 
in a wide variety of new merchandise.

Crafts
Collectibles

Stop by church tables featuring:
Join Santa for 

breakfast, lunch 
or a snack at 

The All Saints Cafe and have 
your picture  taken! (Santa 
has a gift for every child!)
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27. "Ditto"
28. Wacky to the max
30. Word with main or
 blessed
31. Rocket sections
33. Calls, once
35. Shinbones
38. Genesis fall place
43. ___ Nona (Tomie
 dePaola children's book)
45. 12-step program
49. "You think I won't?!"
52. 2002 headline company
54. West Side Story
 heroine
55. Chorus voice
56. Space starter?
57. "Oh, why not?"
59. Planting areas
60. Teeny, for short
61. Movie pooch
62. Trapper's haul
64. 'No' vote

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers
Nov. 29 - Dec. 5, 2012

By Bill Deasy 

Ms. Scarlet's Friends

Across
1. 1970s veep
6. Tell ___ story
10. The Amazing Race aid
13. Polished-off
14. Musical symbol
16. Born in the ___:
Springsteen
17. Type of  crime
19. Avg. level
20. Verbally assault
21. Indulge
23. BlackBerry devices, e.g.
25. Sailing the Pacific
26. Stage equipment
29. Vegas openings?
32. Unhip person
34. Big shot at the bar?
36. The "G" in G-man: abbr.
37. "Rock Around the
 Clock," e.g.
39. Case for needles
40. Pro-school grp.
41. Yikes!
42. Pyramids, e.g.
44. Typical Georgia
 Tech grad (abbr.)
46. Hill and ___
47. A few words in passing?
48. Trusty mount
50. 1040 ID
51. The "C" in T.L.C.
53. Bogus
55. Target of  John 
 Brown's raid
58. Asian penisula
62. F of  FSU
63. Elite military unit
65. Chip brand
66. Way to a man's heart?
67. In the thick of
68. "Rob ___" (Sir
 Walter Scott novel)

69. Unduly curious
70. Snap course
Down
1. "___ needle pulling 
 thread..."
2. Oom- __ (tuba sounds)
3.  "How Sweet ___":
 James Taylor
4. Go back to an old 
 source
5. City near Syracuse
6. Word after long
7. Rights org. led by 
 M.L.K.
8. Casa cooker
9. ___ quick retreat
10. World War I weapon
11. Memo opener
12. Bachelor home
15. San Joaquin Valley town
18. Trolley toll?
22. Reacted to a shock
24. They may be skipped
26. Act as lookout

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP AND AT 'EM
T N U T G M A N S A R A
H O P E L O C I T U T T I
A L F S U P T H E R I V E R
T O O T S I E S N E S S I E

R A I N S I R A S
R A G T A G A M A T E U R S
E R R O N S N A G S P A N
B O A R I T S M E M A N E
A M B R O P E S S I N G E
G A S P E D A L F O D D E R

E M I T L E O N A
L E E R E D C A N N I B A L
U P S I D E D O W N G O R E
R E P L Y A C N E H U L A
K E Y S N A S L T T O P

In-laws from Tirana — 
Written by m. Reppas and T. 
Papathanasiou.
When: Through Dec. 2; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 
4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-7329
Website: greekculturalcenter.org

Colombia de Fiesta — With the 
Mestizo Dance Co.
When: Through Dec. 9; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 
4 pm

Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: thaliatheatre.org

Shirley Valentine — The play 
about a middle-aged housewife 
who fi nds herself unhappy and 
wondering what happened to all 
the joy in her life.
When: Nov. 29 to Dec. 9
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
760-0686
Website: queenstheatre.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Santa Claus is coming to

Brunch with Santa
Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd

12:00 pm – 3 pm

Call now to make a reservation
718-428-1090

44-37 Douglaston Parkway,
Douglaston, NY 11363

Giardinos.com

Photos and goody 
bags for kids

Enjoy our Sunday Brunch 
Menu 11:00 am–2:00 pm
$28pp $15 (Children 10&under)

Have your photo 
taken with 

Santa Claus

Xmas Eve ala carte or 
“Feast of 7 Fishes” 

Prix Fixe $49pp
 

New Years Eve ala Carte
Seatings until 7pm 

Holiday party seating at 9pm 
Prix Fixe $52pp
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Join Bourbon Street For Brunch with Santa!

Sunday, December 16th at 11:30 am

See Santa Arrive on FDNY Fire Truck and

Have a Photo Taken While Enjoying our Sunday Brunch!

Kids Eat Free All Day with the Purchase of an Adult Brunch!

Happy Holidays
From the Staff at Aus�n’s!

Includes ALL the Trimmings:
Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato, 

Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad, and Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Order Dinner to Go
Please Place Your Orders by Friday December 21, 2012

Call (718) 849-3939

 

Turkey Dinner (10–12 lbs.) for 6 People
Only 130.00 *Plus Tax

Spiral Ham Dinner for 20 People
Only 275.00 *Plus Tax

Turkey Dinner (18-20 lbs.) for 12 People
Only 225.00 *Plus Tax

Spiral Ham Dinner for 10 People
Only 140.00 *Plus Tax
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ing as that’s not really my 
thing.”

Donnellan recalled that 
the site’s start-up costs were 
a bit higher than he’d antici-
pated. “I remember having 
sticker shock,” he said.

But while Donnel-
lan didn’t want to get into 
specifc numbers, he said 
he was able to get several 
investors together to cover 
initial start-up capital. “In 
all, it was definitely under 
$100,000.”

Organized geographi-
cally, the site can also be 
an invaluable resource for 
musicians to connect with 
each other for all types of 
reasons from professional 
advice to recruiting new 
band members.

A key premise for 
the site is that it is based 
around the general public 
and/or aspiring musicians 
and not famous musicians.

Further, the site 
brings together a selection 
of videos from unknown 
artists and organizes them 
in a useful manner.

Although the site is 
still in the beta-phase and 
will initially be targeted 
only to the U.S, it already 
has members from Austra-
lia, the United Kingdom, 
China and Argentina and 
will eventually be available 
globally. “Many people just 
want to show their talents… 
there’s lots of passion on the 

site,” Donnellan said.
Also coming soon will 

be public forums relating 
to music as well as a Craig’s 
List-style classified section 
where people will be able 
to buy and sell instruments 
and musical equipment.

Moreover, contests are 
sometimes held for the most 
viewed video and Queens’ 
musicians are strongly 
encouraged to participate. 
Contestants can upload a 
new video of their music or 
encourage fans to check out 
older videos already on the 
site. Contest winners will 
be featured on the site’s 
homepage.

“There are many dif-
ferent stories out there 
about how they began 
playing music,” Donnellan 
said.

He recalled one musi-
cian’s story, a heavy metal 
guitarist, about having to 
flee her home in Iraq, just 
so she could be free to play 
her music.

“We’re trying to reach 
people who haven’t made 
it,” Donnellan said.

Yet another upcoming 
feature will also organize 
musical performances by 
zipcode so artists can get 
local fans out to their gigs. 
“There are many talented 
people out there that no one 
knows about,” Donnellan 
noted.

Fradelakis also said 
that the site is planning fu-
ture parties where they’ll 
have music industry people 
on-hand to help discover 
new talent.

“We want everyone to 
get involved,” he said. “We 
don’t want people to just 
look at videos and leave.”

course) in a creamy white 
sauce and strewn with 
pomegranate seeds and 
parsley. The nogada sauce 
contains walnuts, sherry, 
milk and goat cheese, al-
though the taste of the 
cheese is very subtle. All 
the aforementioned compo-
nents were discernible in 
the filling, which was sur-
prisingly sweet for an en-
trée, and hinted of a flavor 
slightly like Major Grey’s 
Mango Chutney.

For something a little 
more expected, try their 
very classic Chicken Mole 

de Piaxtla, another dish 
invented by nuns. It’s that 
marvelously complex thick 
brown sauce with hints of 
almond, raisin, sesame, 
plantain and chocolate 
with a bit of heat, slathered 
over chicken and served 
with rice.

Mexican chocolate 
is some of the best in the 
world, so it should come 
as no surprise that Casa 
Enrique’s can come up 
with some pretty fantastic 
chocolate desserts. Choco-
late pot de crema will make 
chocoholics swoon. The fla-
vor is intensely chocolaty, 
and the texture creamy, 

punctuated by granular 
gratings of more chocolate.

The Bottom Line
It feels as if Chef Cosme 

Aguila of Casa Enrique has 
reinvented Mexican food 
when, in fact, he’s being 
faithful to a less familiar 
set of traditions. This res-
taurant will be a breath of 
fresh air to those already 
enamored with the cuisines 
of south of the border, and 
will make new converts out 
of those who haven’t.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 37

SHARING JAMS

A screenshot of bandjamit.com, a site bent on bringing 
the music community together to share with the world. 

Image courtesy BandJamIt

Continued from Page 38

Casa Enrique

Benefi tting 
the families of 

Hurricane Sandy

Discounts available
from Dec. 10th to 14th

for Private Groups & Schools
Call: 646-515-2015

Visit with Santa (bring your camera)
TOY DRIVE FOR FAMILIES IMPACTED BY HURRICANE SANDY
FREE REFRESHMENTS | LOTTERY RAFFLES

$10pp
Adults

$5pp

Children 
Ages 2-12

Free
Children 

under 2 years

Dec. 8-9 &

Dec. 15-16, 2012

10 am to 8 pm

Church of St. Mel

154-24 26th Avenue

(Entrance on 26th Ave.)

Flushing, NY 11354
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CONCERTS

Metropolitan Opera Soprano 
Melissa Citro with pianist 
Barbara Podgurski — Musicae 
Reginae presents. Welcome the 
holiday season with several 
pieces by Richard Strauss, 
including “Allerseelen” and 
“Zweignung” as well as the 
gorgeous “Four Last Songs” 
and other holiday favorites.
When: Dec. 2, 5:30 pm
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills

York College Big Band with 
Queensborough Community 
College Symphonic 
Orchestra.
When: Dec. 8, 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: 718-631-6311
Website: visitqpac.org

Tribute to Fred Hammond 
— By the York College Gospel 
Choir.
When: Dec. 9, 3 pm
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica

Colombia de fi esta with 
Mestizo Dance Co — Embark 
on an uplifting journey through 
Colombia’s favorite music and 
dance holiday traditions!
When: Through Dec. 9; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 
4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: thaliatheatre.org

 EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 

and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Photographs: Long Island 
City — By DeGroom.
When: Through Dec. 2
Where: Matted LIC, 46-36 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 766-8660
Website: matted-lic.com

Vietnam War Protest Posters 
— The exhibition demonstrates 
how art can be used as a 
dynamic device to teach and 
bring history and politics to 
life for students and public 
audiences alike.
When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

ReGeneration — Despite 
the near ubiquity of the 

term “sustainability,” there 
remains signifi cant ambiguity 
about everything from the 
actual meaning of the term 
to overarching solutions to 
the challenges we face as a 
community. Technology and 
behavioral changes including 
energy production, agriculture, 
recycling and pollution reduction 
are all on the table as we work 
to understand and address the 
challenge of sustainability.
When: Through Jan. 13
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

Korean Traditional Illuminated 
Sutra — The 1,700-year-old 
tradition of sutra transcription 
and illumination by hand, 
known in Korea as Sagyeong, is 
brought to life in this spectacular 
exhibition of 55 pieces of elegant 
calligraphy and painting in 
gold and silver. The exhibition 
Samadhi + Art = Sagyeong brings 
out the beauty and history 
of this unique art fi eld, which 
transcends religious boundaries.
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org
Ada Bobnis: Stages, 

Mountains, Water — Site-
specifi c installation that 
transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 
and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 
outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31, 2013
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 
industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28, 2013
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 44

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

www.gyroworldnyc.com

Catering Available
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EDUCATION

Fall Pilates Program — A 
series of premier Pilates 
classes instructed by Robin 
Budnetz, who was trained 
by Joseph Pilates himself. 
The classes are designed 
to strengthen the core 
while developing overall 
fl exibility. Beginners sessions, 
intermediate/advanced and 
sessions for teachers after 
school are available. Call to 
register.
When: Mondays, 12:30 pm and 7 
pm, Tuesdays, 7 pm, Thursdays, 
10:05 am, 11:10 am and 4:10 pm, 
through Thursday, Dec. 20
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011 ext. 
504
Website: centralqueensy.org

FILM

“Antz” — Together with the 
exhibit of The Art of the Rise of 
the Guardians the museum will 

screen various animated fi lms.
When: Dec. 1 and 2, 1 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

“Madagascar” — Together 
with the exhibit of The Art of 
the Rise of the Guardians the 
museum will screen various 
animated fi lms.
When: Dec. 8 and 9, 1 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25, 2013
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Take Root with Chris Ferris 
& Dancers — Circuitous Body 
begins with what could be 
the ending and ends with a 

new beginning as perception 
of performance time is 
dismantled. This is a full 
evening work of dance and 
music.
When: Dec. 1, 8:30 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 
37-24 24th St., Suite 301, Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Faculty Dance Concert — 
Presented by the Queen College 
Department of Drama, Theatre 
& Dance.
When: Nov. 29 through Dec. 2
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

Ballet Fitness Fusion — 
Central Queens YM & YWHA 
in Forest Hills is now offering 
a Ballet Fitness Fusion 
class which will combine 
the fundamentals of ballet 
barre work with traditional 
fi tness training. Designed to 
strengthen and tone.
When: Through Dec. 19
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.centralqueensy.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Answers in Sports

Continued from Page 43

$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

DD dd

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

1 of 3 Choices
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FINE WINE 
SELECTION

RAW BAR
BLUEPOINT 

JUMBO SHRIMP
LITTLE NECK’S

5 OZ LOBSTER TAILS

THURSDAY–FRIDAY–SATURDAY–SUNDAY

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC 

4–8PM

EVENING EVENTS NIGHTLY EVENTS

SUNDAY BRUNCH
STARTS AT 11AM

MONDAY DINNER
Ribs/Chicken/Shrimp

$13.99

SUNDAY NIGHT
INDUSTRY NIGHT

2FERS 
FROM 10PM – 2AM

TUESDAY DINNER
BURGER NIGHT

$4 BURGERS

WEDNESDAY DINNER
SURF & TURF NIGHT

THURSDAY DINNER
1/2 Price BTL of WINE

1/2 Price Cheese 
& Fruit Platters

FRIDAY
ALL SPECIAL PRICED

HAPPY HOUR
APPETIZER PLATTERS

MONDAY NIGHT
MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL PARTY

25¢ WINGS

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LADIES NIGHT PARTY 

STARTS AT 9PM

THURSDAY NIGHT
80’s DANCE PARTY
STARTS AT 10PM

SATURDAY NIGHT
70’s DANCE PARTY
DJ STARTS AT 10PM

FRIDAY NIGHT
DJ STARTS AT 10PM

HAPPY HOUR
2 FOR PRICE OF ONE

DRINK SPECIALS
MONDAY – SATURDAY 4–8PM

SATURDAY 8PM
HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 

WITH US!
PARTY ROOM OR SECURE BAR 

AREA AVAILABLE

718–224–0690

OVER
 3

0

FL
AT

SC
RE

EN
 

TV
’S

OVER 

5000 SQ. FT.

OF DINING/

LOUNGE AREA

40-05 
BELL BLVD., 
BAYSIDE
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M Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

P: 718-22-GRILL (7455)

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

���������	

���
����

VILLAGGIO

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX

67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com
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Rockaway pipeline proposed amid rupture fears
BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
With predictions the 

city will see an increase in 
hurricanes like Sandy in 
the future, some are con-
cerned a proposed natural 
gas pipeline that would 
travel from the Atlantic 
Ocean under the Rock-
aways through Jamaica 
Bay and into Brooklyn 
could be vulnerable.

Martha Cameron, a 
coordinator of the Coali-
tion Against the Rockaway 
Pipeline, a grassroots alli-
ance of organizations and 
individuals opposed to con-
struction of the pipeline, 
is worried it could rupture 
during intense storms.

“Undersea pipelines 
themselves are very vul-
nerable in hurricanes,” 
she wrote in an e-mail to 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“Mudslides caused by the 
roiling waters can, and do, 
rupture pipelines, sending 
toxic and flammable con-
tent into the ocean.”

The pipeline would 
increase the supply of natu-
ral gas to National Grid, 

the utility that delivers gas 
to Brooklyn and Queens. It 
would be built by Williams 
Co. and connect the Trans-
co pipeline, a major pro-
vider of natural gas to the 
northeastern United States 
extending 10,200 miles 
from Texas to New York, to 
a metering and regulating 
station built in an unused 

hangar in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Brooklyn.

Supporters of natural 
gas argue it is a cleaner 
source of energy and re-
duces the country’s depen-
dence on foreign oil. More-
over, Williams Co. said the 
demand for natural gas 
has increased in the city, 
particularly in the Rock-

aways. The city has also 
recognized the need to ex-
pand natural gas supplies 
as part of PlaNYC 2030, and 
specifically cites the Rock-
away pipeline project as be-
ing helpful to meet its clean 
air goals.

But Cameron said she 
was concerned about the 
pipeline’s potential nega-

tive environmental effects 
on the region, pointing to 
two studies detailing the 
impacts of hurricanes on 
pipelines. A  2010 study 
in Geophysical Research 
Letters, a journal of the 
American Geophysical 
Union, found underwater 
currents created by hurri-
canes could crack or rup-
ture offshore oil pipelines. 
The other was a 2006 Min-
erals Management Service 
report tracking gas and oil 
pipeline damage reports in 
the Gulf of Mexico after ma-
jor hurricanes, including 
168 damage reports after 
Ivan, 243 after Rita and 299 
after Katrina.

But a spokesman 
for Williams Co. said the 
group’s concerns were un-
warranted.

“Extremely unlikely,” 
Chris Stockton said of the 
possibility of pipes ruptur-
ing. “In fact, that would not 
happen.”

He said the Transco 
pipeline did not see any im-
pact from Sandy.

He also said thou-
sands of miles of offshore 

Williams Co. pipelines 
in the Gulf region do not 
have such ruptures during 
storms.

“They’re designed to 
withstand a whole lot more 
severe conditions than 
what you saw with Sandy,” 
he said.

In addition, the Rock-
away pipeline would be 
buried under the sea bed, 
Stockton said. Burying 
pipelines is a precaution 
against damage from hur-
ricanes that is among those 
listed in a summary of the 
2010 Geophysical Research 
Letters study.

Congress recently 
passed a bill paving the 
way for construction of 
the pipeline, but the proj-
ect must still clear several 
hurdles before it can move 
forward. They include fil-
ing an application with and 
getting approval from the 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, a process that 
includes a review of envi-
ronmental impacts, Stock-
ton said.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Tucked in between 
large, national stores such 
as Old Navy and Marshall’s, 
small boutiques line Jamai-
ca Avenue’s shopping dis-
trict for more than a dozen 
blocks, offering an assorted 
mix — with a heavy em-
phasis on fashion — of bar-
gains that draw shoppers 
all year long and especially 
on Black Friday.

But some bargain 
hunters board special tour 
buses and travel farther 
than others for the deals.

“The main thing is 
prices are a lot cheaper,” 
said Traylene Hines, who 
estimated she would have 
paid about 40 percent more 
for the purses, jogging suit 
and scarf she picked up last 
week had she bought them 
in her home state of Ohio. 
“Here, I get more items for 
a cheaper price, and it’s the 
same quality.”

After eating her 
Thanksgiving dinner, 
Hines boarded a charter 
bus with about 35 others 
around 8 p.m. last Thurs-
day. Some 12 hours later 
they arrived in Jamaica, 
their first stop on a shop-
ping tour that would take 
them to Harlem, Chinatown 
and northern New Jersey .

And their group was 
just one of three in Jamai-
ca Friday. In fact, charter 
groups make the trip all 
year round, taking advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
visit New York City, stop at 
multiple shopping districts 
and maybe even take in a 
Broadway show now and 
then.

But mostly it’s for the 
shopping.

“It’s a lot cheaper than 
in Canada because the taxes 
are lower,” said bus driver 
Ken Mitchell, who bought 
three faux-leather jackets 
priced at $20 each with an 

additional 25 percent off. 
“Up home you’d probably 
pay $70 to $80. How can you 
go wrong for $15 a piece?”

The drive from Nova 
Scotia to New York took 
about 20 hours and required 
the bus to make a stop in 
Maine to switch drivers to 

comply with the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration’s regulations.

Kenley Konnection, 
the travel company Hines 
took from Ohio, charged 
$199 a person — $175 for a 
group of four — for a trip 
that included two days of 

shopping and a hotel stay 
in New Jersey.

“For someone to drive 
here, get a hotel, pay for 
parking ... the cost can be 
astronomical,” Hines said. 
“And if you fly, you have to 
think about checking your 
bags and shipping them 

back home.”
This year the group 

brought along two buses, a 
sign Hines said makes her 
think the economy is get-
ting better.

“It makes me hope next 
year will be even better for 
travel and tourism.”

By comparison, Bar-
bara McCutcheon’s trip 
was relatively short. She 
was able to board her bus 
in Maryland for a day trip 
to the city. At midday she 
packed her purchases into 
the bottom of her bus: seven 
shawls for 10 bucks a pop.

When asked, she said 
she did not feel as though 
she were missing any Black 
Friday deals back home in 
the Old Line State.

“I can shop there any 
time,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The proposed Rockaway pipeline would pass through the Rockaways, Jamaica Bay and 
into Brooklyn and would deliver natural gas to National Grid in Queens and Brooklyn. 

Rendering courtesy The Williams Co.

Tourists travel to Jamiaca Ave. for Black Friday discounts

Traylene Hines shops for clothes on Jamaica Avenue. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As John F. Kennedy 

International Airport 
hummed last week with 
pre-Thanksgiving travel-
ers, airport security work-
ers and their supporters 
protested, calling attention 
to inadequate training that 
they contend jeopardize 
travelers.

Organizers with the 
SEIU/32BJ union said 
employees from AirServ 
and Global International 
— both contractors with 
the Port Authority — filed 
complaints more than two 
months ago with the U.S. 
Transportation Security 
Administration, claiming 
their employers did not 
give them full support.

Laurel Boucher said 
that when he started work-
ing for AirServ in April, 
assigned to directing traf-
fic outside one of the termi-
nals and checking IDs for 

access to secured areas, he 
received no training from 
his superiors.

“I learned everything 
from my co-workers,” he 
said as he and several dozen 
protesters picketed outside 
Terminal 4 the day before 
Thanksgiving. “Security-
wise, we need more train-
ing to protect people.”

Rob Murray, an or-
ganizer with the union, 
said Global employees are 
supposed to enter a plane 
after it has been cleaned 
and check for any possible 
security hazards left be-
hind. It is a job he said that 
could take upwards of 30 
minutes, but management 
places pressure on employ-
ees to get the job done in 
about five minutes.

Workers said condi-
tions got somewhat better 
after word of their com-
plaints drew media atten-
tion, but shortly thereafter 
the status quo returned.

“Just this week more 
security officers came for-
ward with the same types 
of problems,” Murray said. 
SEIU/32BJ represents 
about 1,000 workers at the 
Port Authority’s three New 
York area airports and 
Murray said the union was 
helping the employees of 
AirServ and Global to or-
ganize.

Gladys Resto, who 
also works at AirServ, said 
the radios she and her co-
workers are issued often do 
not work, and when they do 
dispatchers do not answer 
their calls.

She said when she com-
plained about the condition 
of her equipment she was 
told “you’re lucky to have 
a radio.”

She also said the lay-
out of the airport was never 
explained to her, a par-
ticularly egregious lapse 
considering it is her job to 
direct lost travelers.

Contracted workers at JFK 
protest over security concerns
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BY DANIEL MARTIN
 
The signs and symptoms 

of youth have had a ten-
dency to show themselves 
at St. John’s, comprised al-
most entirely of underclass-
men, in the fi rst fi ve men’s 
basketball games this sea-
son.

Saturday night against 
Florida Gulf Coast was 
no exception, but the Red 
Storm overcame its early 
struggles.

The talented Red Storm 
battled back from a slow 
start to win comfortably 
over Florida Gulf Coast 
79-68 in front of 4,003 fans 
at Carnesecca Arena. The 
victory ended a grueling 
stretch of games.

“That’s the fi rst time in 
my career I’ve had a team 
play six games in 12 days,” 
Lavin said. “I told the kids 
we’d rather be 6-0 or 5-1, but 
we’re 4-2.”

St. John’s (4-2) had a bal-
anced scoring attack with 
four different players in 
double fi gures, including a 
career-high 15 points from 
sophomore Sir’Dominic 
Pointer. He also tied a ca-

reer-high with six assists 
and added three blocks.

“The offense just came 
tonight,” Pointer said. 
“When I play defense, my 
offense will eventually 
come.”

The Red Storm needed 
that offensive spark. They 
trailed by as many as 11 
points with 8:50 remaining 
in the fi rst half after shot-
blocking freshman Chris 
Obekpa sat with two fouls. 
Senior Bernard Thompson 
led the Eagles (4-3) with 20 
points.

St. John’s turned up the 
defensive pressure in the 
last 3:45 of the fi rst half, rip-
ping off a 10-1 run to head 
into the break tied at 32-32. 
Lavin knew things had to 
be better after the break.

That momentum carried 
over. St. John’s went on an 
11-2 run over a four-minute 
span that put the Red Storm 
ahead for good at 55-47 with 
10:04 left in the game Sopho-
more guard D’Angelo Har-
rison struggled shooting 
in the fi rst half, but was 
key in that second half run 
with fi ve points. He fi nished 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
JoAnn Arbitello’s cell-

phone rang as she was 
walking through the aisles 
at BJ’s two weeks ago and 
Joe Lewinger was on the 
other line. When she picked 
up, the Mary Louis ath-
letic director informed her 
he was retiring as varsity 
girls’ basketball coach and 
promoting her to do the job.

“I said, ‘What?’” she said 
of hearing the news. “I for-
got half the stuff I had to 
get.”

Lewinger, who spent 
11 seasons on the bench, 
is stepping way for good to 
concentrate on his adminis-
trative duties as the school’s 
athletic director and as the 
CHSAA girls’ soccer JV 
commissioner and inter-

sectional coordinator. He 
felt he wouldn’t be able to 
devote his full attention to 
both jobs and believed the 
people he worked for de-
served nothing less.

He took two leaves of ab-
sences in the last four sea-
sons to focus on his twins 
Madison’s and Jack’s bat-
tle with cancer. Both are 
healthy now and had no 
bearing on his decision.

“It just seemed like it 
is time,” Lewinger said. 
“That’s what I said to my-
self. ‘It is time.’”

Arbitello, a Mary Louis 
alumna, is getting through 
some health issues in her 
own family. Her father Joe 
has been in and out of the 
hospital after having part 
of his leg amputated. It kept 
her away from her role as 

assistant coach during the 
preseason.

Her return last week 
and with her dad’s situation 
improving made Lewinger 
reassess things. He could 
not think of a better person 
to hand the program over 
to. Arbitello, whose brother 
Joe is the Christ the King 
boys’ hoops coach, spent 
fi ve seasons as the school’s 
junior varsity coach and 
won its fi rst CHSAA JV city 
title last season.

“She is a championship-
caliber coach,” Lewinger 
said. “As an athletic direc-
tor it is a luxury to have 
someone of her level and 
pedigree in house.”

The fact that it caught 
Arbitello off guard did not 
allow her to enjoy it right 
away, she said. It sunk in 

Monday when Lewinger 
told the players of the move. 
She is excited about taking 
over such an established 
program, one that has been 
to three of the last four 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I title games.

They could be in a re-
building mode this season 
after the transfer of top 
sophomores Mei-Lyn Bau-
tista, Jordan Agustus and 
McKayla Hernandez to St. 
Mary’s (L.I.).

Lewinger said her enthu-
siasm for the job has made it 
even easier on him and they 
both expect an easy transi-
tion since a number of the 
players played for Arbitello 
on the JV level are with her 
Positive Direction travel 
team. Her brother Rob will 
serve as her assistant.Continued on Page 51

Garden City residents Maura and Joe Lewinger hold their 3-year-old twins Jack and Madison for a photo with Santa. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

St. John’s guard D’Angelo Harrison (r.) and Baylor’s A.J. Walton 
battle for a loose ball during an NCAA college basketball game at 
the Charleston Classic. AP Photo/Alice Keeney

Youthful Red Storm 
ends stretch surging

Lewinger passes coach job
JoAnn Arbitello will take over as Mary Louis basketball coach
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

C.J. Davis understands how 
hard it is for legendary Arch-
bishop Molloy Coach Jack Curran 
to still put the time and effort he 
does into coaching. The 82-year-
old Curran, starting his 55th sea-
son on the bench, has been going 
for dialysis three days a week for 
the last two seasons and under-
went CyberKnife radiation ear-
lier this fall when a 5-centimeter 
cancerous tumor was found on his 
lung in July.

“It shows great determina-
tion,” said Davis, a junior guard. 
“I know if somebody was that sick 
they wouldn’t be here. You can tell 
he is a tough guy.”

Curran said he wants to stay 
active. He was at baseball work-
outs over the summer and has 
been with the boys’ basketball 
team since the season began in 
early November. Curran is used 
to the effect of the dialysis treat-
ments and called the radiation a 
pain in the neck.

“Just an inconvenience,” he 
said.

Despite his health issues, Cur-
ran, who has slowed down physi-
cally, still coaches with the same 
fi re, sharpness and wisdom. 
He will fi nd out in two months 
whether the radiation treatments 
were successful.

In the Stanners’ 81-51 season 
opening win over James Monroe 
Saturday night, he got on the ref-
erees for what he thought was an 
illegal screen. He is in assistant 
Coaches Fran Leary and Mike 
McCleary’s ears after most plays 
talking about what he sees.

“I think that he hasn’t lost 
step,” McCleary said.

Later in the game Curran in-
structs senior center Marko Kozul 
to shore up his weak side defense 
and yelled at a reserve for rushing 
into the game without checking in 
at the scorer’s table. He pointed at 
it and yelled “Yo,” his voice still 
cutting through the crowd. Not 
much has changed.

“Same guy,” Kozul said. 
“Cracks jokes, always at practice 

on time. He yells. You can’t tell 
he’s been sick.”

Curran, one of the winningest 
coaches in the nation for basket-
ball and baseball, said he never 

imagined he would still be coach-
ing. He feels lucky that his health 
is still good enough to allow him 
to do so and couldn’t imagine 
staying home.

“It’s much better,” he said of 
coaching. “If I stay home, you 
think about what you got. You got 
to keep busy.”

The current Molloy roster 
will help do that. It is one of inter-
changeable parts and athleticism. 
Davis and Kozul, who combined 
for 38 points against Monroe, 
are the marquee players. Guards 
Christian Giles and Chaz Watler 
can provide added scoring and de-
fense. The 6-foot-4 Justin Brown is 
a strong presence in the paint.

“We’ve got about 10 guys we 
can use,” Curran said.

The one person who can’t be 
replaced is Curran. McCleary 
said during the week his players 
all stop by to see him in his of-
fi ce during and after school for a 
talk. They energize him and he in-
spires them.

“That gives us a big boost,” 
Davis said of seeing Curran fi ght 
his aliments. “If he is here for us, 
we defi nitely should be here for 
him.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The young Francis 

Lewis girls’ basketball team 
played like veterans when 
it mattered. The Patriots’ 
starting lineup doesn’t have 
a single upper classmen in 
it, but they beat Bronx’s 
John F. Kennedy like a se-
nior squad.

“I’m very proud with a 
young group they didn’t let 
down,” Lewis Coach Steve 
Tsai said. “They fought 
back.”

The Knights made their 
run to end the third quar-
ter and took their fi rst lead. 
Lewis saved its spurt for the 
fourth. The Patriots held 
Kennedy to just four points 
in the fi nal frame to turn a 
seven-point defi cit into a 53-
44 season opening home win 
in PSAL Bronx/Manhat-
tan/Queens Class AA girls’ 

basketball Nov. 21. Lewis 
used a 15-0 run sparked by 
freshman Sierra Green to 
regain the lead for good. 
She scored a game-high 17 
points and connected on 
three three-pointers

“It hyped me up because 
we took the lead,” said 
Green of her hot shooting.

She had eight straight 
points, including consecu-
tive trey to begin the deci-
sive run early in the fourth 
quarter. She got help from 
there from sophomore 
Chi La Bady and Taliyah 
Brisco, who added a three-
pointer of her own. Lewis 
also began to turn Kennedy 
over. The Knights’ 40-35 
lead after three became a 
50-42 Lewis advantage, with 
Green as the catalyst.

“I kind of expected that 
out of her,” Patriots sopho-
more Robyn Francis said of 

Green.
Lewis’ roster has just 

one junior and one senior 
on it. Just three players 
remain from last season’s 
semifi nal club that lost Jas-
mine Davis, Jazmine Ham-
let and Tyese Purvis. They 
have been a talented young 
nucleus, which does lack 
size. Tsai said they already 
have chemistry, as fi ve of 
his players have played to-
gether for the Positive Di-
rection travel program.

“It makes me feel like I’m 
safe on the court,” Green 
said. “I know who I could 
depend on.”

Dominique Williams 
scored eight points, Sabrina 
Gacevic had seven and Bady 
added six for France Lewis. 
Amely Del Rosario paced 
Kennedy with 15 points and 
Zakiya Mason dropped in 
14.

Molloy’s Chaz Watler (c.) heads to the hoop. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Patriots dig deep to overcome 
defi cit vs. Bronx’s Kennedy

Molloy coaching legend Curran still strong at 82
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Junior Brandon Jackson 
delivered on his promise 
to Juwan Wilson and the 
Holy Cross seniors. He had 
told the senior linebacker 
that he would make sure 
the Knights’ season and the 
seniors’ careers ended on a 
good note in the annual Bat-
tle of the Boulevard clash 
with St. Francis Prep.

“He did more than that,” 
Wilson said.

Jackson turned in the 
best performance of his 
career in a 19-0 football 
win over the rival Terri-
ers Friday afternoon at the 
Bayside Athletic Complex. 
He had two interceptions, 
including one returned 
75 yards for a touchdown. 
Jackson also brought back 
a punt of 52 yards to the end 
zone for the Knights’ fi rst 
points of the game and his 
fi rst two touchdowns of the 
seasons.

“I told him the other 

day, ‘I said, “Jackson, no-
body cares about the sea-
son. They don’t remember 
anything, but if you score 
against Prep, you will al-
ways be etched in my 
mind,”’” Holy Cross Coach 
Tom Pugh said.

Added Jackson, “Last 
game of the season I needed 
a score.”

He helped give Holy Cross 
(5-5) its fourth straight win 
over SFP and created a bit-
tersweet feeling following 
a CHSFL Class AA quar-
terfi nal loss to Chaminade 
the week earlier. The game, 
originally scheduled for the 
fi rst time on Thanksgiving, 
was going to be cancelled 
if both squads won in the 
playoffs because of the ef-
fect Hurricane Sandy had 
on the schedule.

“We didn’t want to lose 
last week, but when you fi nd 
out you have your rivals it 
makes you want to come 
back on play,” said Wilson, 
who forced a fumble by 

stripping Joey Troina.
Jackson fed that emo-

tion early taking the Ter-
riers’ (7-3) fi rst punt back 
for a score. The Knights’ 
offense ran just three plays 
in the fi rst quarter, but led 
13-0 following his inter-
ception return, one of four 
turnovers forced by Cross, 
including a fumble recover-
ies by Diwani Wiles-Single-
tary and Andrian Penalo. 
Michael Loprete added a 
21-yard touchdown pass to 
Anthony DiPasquale to up 
the Knights’ lead to 19-0 at 
the half.

The Holy Cross defense 
shut out the Terriers’ run-
heavy offense that aver-
aged 36.4 points per game 
on their way to a CHSFL 
Class AA-A regular season 
title. Running back Justin 
Guerre said the last two 
weeks gave he and his team-
mates a taste of the AAA 
and the work they need to 
get to that level.

Quarterback Jack Hur-

ley had 91 yards passing and 
Guerre had 10 carries for 86 
yards. The offense, which 
scored 41 points against 
Kellenberg, was stopped 
four times in the read-zone 
and twice inside the 10-yard 
line on fourth down with 
kicker George Thomatos, a 
soccer player, choosing not 
to play the game.

“It’s a killer,” Guerre 
said.  “We wish we had 
those back.”

The Knights get to hold 
on to the memory of beating 
Prep for another year and 
Jackson can say he made 
good on what he promised 
his teammates. He knows 
no matter how your sea-
son goes, what you do in 
the Battle of the Boulevard 
takes on special meaning.

“Alumni come back and 
they ask did you win the 
Prep game and what did you 
do to contribute to the win,” 
Jackson said. “I’m happy to 
say I contributed to my team 
winning the Prep game.”

St. Francis quarterback John Hurley throws pass during CHSAA 
football game between St. Francis Prep and Holy Cross at Bayside 
High School. Photo by Robert Cole

Senior linebackers keeps promise in Cross win

with 20 points, all but two of 
which came in the second 
half after he faced a box-
and-one before the break.

“Coach Lavin made 
some adjustments [in the] 
second half and my team-
mates were fi nding me,” he 
said. “After I hit a couple 
shots, I get going and every-
body gets going, too.”

St. John’s also welcomed 
production from freshman 
JaKarr Sampson, who had 
12 points on 5-of-9 shooting 
from the fi eld. The perfor-
mance marks his fourth 
straight game scoring in 
double fi gures after start-
ing the season off slow. 
Lavin says, the early jitters 
are gone.

“I think he’s slowing 
down and taking a deep 

breath,” the coach said. 
“He’s letting the game come 
to him, make choices with 
better judgment.”

He has watched Samp-
son grow along with the 
rest of his young team. 
Their win over Florida Gulf 
Coast proved to be another 
step forward.

“Given where we are as 
a program and this particu-
lar team, I’m pleased with 
their progress,” Lavin said.

Continued from Page 49

Red StormKnights men’s basketball falls to Post
The Queens College men’s basket-

ball team was unable to pick up its first 
win of the 2012-13 season against the 
Post University Eagles, losing the con-
test Saturday afternoon by the score of 
83-67.

The game started with the Knights 
going on a quick 5-0 run, before ending 
the first half down just 13 at 43-30.

Post University started the second 
half outscoring the Knights 5-1, to make 
it 48-31, and the Knights answered with 
a 9-0 run with just four minutes gone 
by in the half to cut the lead to eight 
at 48-40. In that 9-0 run, junior Patrick 
Parker-Knights — the team leader with 

27 total points in the game — netted a 
three-point basket, laid it in twice and 
made a jumper.

Later in the half, Patrick Mod-
zelewski landed a three-pointer to put 
the Knights within just five against the 
Eagles 56-51 halfway through the half. 
That was as close as the Knights would 
get as they and Post swapped buckets 
the rest of the way, leading to a Post win 
as the clock wound down to zero and the 
Knights dropped their fifth game of the 
season.

The Knights will next play Satur-
day, Dec. 1, on the road against Mercy 
College in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., at 3 p.m.

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20

Halloran 
Dems over
Assembly l

At a Republican g
Sunday evening, City 
man Dan Halloran (R-Whi
criticized the Democrati
ership in the state Assem
redrawing legislative bou
ies in a way that gerryman
part of one northeast Queen
trict and minimized the voi
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they co
they cut us in half,” he told m
bers of the Queens Village Rep
can Club during its annual L
ln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Di

— the strongest Republica
ict in the county of Queen
y cut it in half to prevent Re

ns from being able to run 
ully for office,” he said.e Assemblyman Ed 
n (D-Bayside) repre-th District, which cov-one, Bowne Park, Au-ayside, Douglaston, d Glen Oaks.cilman was refer-rn portion of Dis-on Page 20

y Motel o
shelter li

Aravella Simumblings that ta full-time sheity Department to consider i20



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 29-D

EC. 5, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

NE

53

ROP

of Jackson Heights, said 
she began shopping with 
her friend at 6 a.m. to beat 
the crowds, but found there 
was not much of a contest.

“It seemed like there 
weren’t as many people out 
there this year,” Musadeq 
said. “The lines weren’t 
there like they usually 
are.”

While store manag-
ers on Steinway Street in 

Astoria said they could not 
compete with the malls in 
Elmhurst on Black Friday 
morning, by early after-
noon there were long lines 
and crowds inside several 
chain stores like New York 
& Co., Bath & Body Works 
and Express as well as lo-
cal clothing store Prima 
Donna.

Heredy Pilarte, store 
manager at the jewelry 
store Jewel Licious, at 30-90 
Steinway St., said she was 

doing well but decided not 
to open at 8 a.m. like she 
had last year.

“They leave the small 
businesses for last,” she 
said of shoppers.

In what has become a 
sad annual event, the Shops 
at Atlas Park, at 80-00 Coo-
per Ave. in Glendale, had 
another dismal Black Fri-
day shopping day. The only 
crowd at 1 p.m. consisted 
largely of teenage girls and 
their parents going to see 
“The Twilight Saga: Break-
ing Dawn Part 2.”

“We walked around 

this mall for a little bit, but 
there isn’t really much to 
buy here,” said moviegoer 
Karen Foley. “We did our 
shopping at Queens Center 
this morning at like 9 a.m.”

Phil Corso, Rebecca 
Henely, Steve Mosco and 
Christina Santucci contrib-
uted to this story.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

to church every Sunday.
After the Russians 

liberated Poland, Golan 
traveled with a group of 
orphans to Israel to start a 
new life.

She joined the army, 
married and had four chil-
dren of her own, but never 
forgot the years she spent 
living in the Dudziak house 
as a Christian in order to 
hide from the Nazis.

“I never forgot I am a 
Jewish child. It didn’t help 
me. It wasn’t easy, but it 
was fact,” she said.

Dudziak, in the mean-
time, had been receiving 
financial support from the 
Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous, a New York City-
based group founded to pro-
vide financial assistance to 
non-Jews who helped Jews 
during the Holocaust. The 
group paid for Gloan, Dud-
ziak and their families to 
spend the weekend at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

“Every year we do one 
rescuer and one survivor,” 
Stanlee Stahl, the founda-
tion’s executive vice presi-
dent, said of the yearly re-
union. “It’s getting harder 
and harder each year.”

five times that number vot-
ed in the 2009 general elec-
tion, but in heavily Demo-
cratic Queens, the primary 
often dictates the results of 
the general election.

The competition is al-
ready stacking up. Avella’s 
colleague, Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), has  an-
nounced a run. Like Avella, 
Peralta was re-elected ear-
lier this month. He ran un-
opposed, and fetched about 

45,000 votes — 15,000 fewer 
than Avella. But the sena-
tor shrugged off Avella’s 
entry into the fray, saying it 
“will have no impact what-
soever” on the race.

Melinda Katz, a former 
city councilwoman and 
state assemblywoman, has 
also announced she will 
run, as has Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Deputy Borough Presi-
dent Barry Grodenchik. 
The name of Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria) is also often bandied 
about as a possible contend-
er, although he has not dis-

closed his intentions.
Avella is counting on 

support in his strongholds 
and name recognition 
around the borough to best 
the other Democrats in the 
race. He pointed out he was 
former Mayor Ed Koch’s 
Queens representative, is 
known to cross into the 
districts of his colleagues 
to help residents and also 
received more than 60,000 
votes when he ran for may-
or in 2009.

“I think we have a real 
shot, and so far the reaction 
has been positive,” he said.

Avella is set to meet 

with U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
head of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, to seek an 
endorsement, but the law-
maker said he is in the race 
regardless of Crowley’s de-
cision.

Crowley is already to 
scheduled to be making 
stops at the kickoff parties 
of Peralta and Katz.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

or else he feared they would 
not survive.

But some stores were 
open for business — even 
if it was limited. The Rock-
away Beach Inn bar, at 88-
22 Rockaway Beach Blvd., 
 which had power restored, 
opened back up about two 
weeks ago and was serving 
customers, although it was 
closing at night.

Cicia also said he sold 
alcohol in the beer garden 
space for about six hours 
on Thanksgiving, but sales 
were terrible. He said he 

only made $32 the entire 
day.

And the lack of elec-
tricity to many stores still 
hampered efforts to rebuild 
and reopen. Even though 
many shop owners had 
hooked up generators to 
provide electricity, many 
were still eager to get out of 
the area by nightfall.

One person cleaning 
up at a generator-powered 
pharmacy declined to talk 
to a visitor because his 
crew was frantically trying 
to get work done before the 
sun set. 

“We’ve got to get out 
before it gets dark,” he said. 
“It’s not safe.”

fected by Sandy must take 
action and make the nec-
essary repairs to provide 
electricity, heat and hot wa-
ter to their tenants. He said 
building owners who need 
assistance should sign up 
for NYC Rapid Repairs, a 
city program that speeds 
up assessments so essential 
services can be restored.

The mayor announced 
the damage caused by the 
superstorm would top $19 
billion in public and private 
losses.  He wants the fed-
eral government to pay for 
half, roughly $9.8 billion, 
to supplement the $5.4 bil-
lion in Federal Emergency 
Management Agency assis-
tance and the $3.8 billion in 
damage covered by private 
insurance.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is 

seeking close to $42 billion 
in statewide federal assis-
tance since he believes bur-
dening New York taxpayers 
with the bill would “inca-
pacitate” the state.

Against the sometimes 
stark odds, the restora-
tion of the human spirit is 
healthy and in full force 
throughout the borough.

PS 114 in Belle Harbor 
reopened Tuesday — a full 
three days ahead of sched-
ule. The school’s reopening 
leaves 12 schools citywid-
e and close to 5,400 students 
still displaced after the 
storm. 

And for business still 
hurting, the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
announced new low inter-
est loans for businesses 
and individuals still labor-
ing to rebuild. Some small 
businesses have opened 
their doors and are run-
ning on generators in the 
Rockaways, but many are 

still closed and may never 
return.

As another aid to the 
relief effort, Queens Li-
brary has stationed a mo-
bile library at its Peninsula 
Branch to provide some 
page-turning entertain-
ment to those in the area, 
as well as a place to charge 
electronic devices. 

 The winds of Hurri-
cane Sandy stirred the best 
of the city’s humanitarian-
ism, with many different 
groups rising to the occa-
sion.

On Sunday, hundreds 
of volunteers visited hard-
hit areas in the Rockaways 
and went house to house 
cleaning up hurricane-
related refuse, clearing 22 
tons of garbage from the 
Rockaway area. The groups 
also served hot meals to 
more than 300 people.

The community clean-
up was organized with 
support from the Queens 

Chamber of Commerce, 
Maspeth Kiwanis, Keep 
America Beautiful and 
Waste Management. The 
groups worked with state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo’s (D-
Howard Beach) office and 
other local elected officials 
to identify areas in need of 
help.

And just in time for 
Christmas, the office of 
City Councilman James 
Sanders (D-Laurelton) will 
hold its annual toy drive, 
but this year the needs are 
a lot more evident.

“This year, a lot of peo-
ple lost everything,” said 
Donovan Richards, chief of 
staff for Sanders. “One of 
the most important things 
we can do is ensure chil-
dren have a happy Christ-
mas.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Kansas and Missouri.
Last year, members of 

the Disaster Relief Team 
headed to Joplin, Mo., to 
provide food and relief to 
workers and residents fol-
lowing a severe tornado.

“Disaster relief is just 
one way we can fulfill our 
mission,” Day said. “We are 
here to serve and show the 
love of Christ to those who 
have been affected by this 
storm.”

After seeing the hard-
ships that thousands of res-
idents throughout Queens 
were facing in the wake 
of superstorm Sandy, Day 
and his wife Debbie said it 
was a no-brainer for Cha-
pel Creek to saddle up and 

pitch in. Members of the 
church quickly assembled 
donation drives in prepara-
tion for the trip.

“It took five days to 
prepare and three days to 
travel, but we made it,” Day 
said.

Since the group’s ar-
rival in Broad Channel in 
the middle of last week, Day 
said the Chapel Creek Fel-
lowship was dishing out as 
many as 2,000 home-cooked 
meals a day. Day said the 
team would remain in the 
borough through the end of 
November before heading 
back home.

“If you have faith, 
there is room for everyone 
to help,” Day said.
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$49999 

$29999
After $200 off with purchase of 
Samsung Galaxy smartphone with 
new 2-year agreement and qualifying 
voice and data plans on each.

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB™ 2  10.1
HD tablet with 10.1” widescreen display
Android™ OS

The speed of AT&T 
covers New York City.

Buy any Samsung 
Galaxy smartphone 
and save up to $200 
on any Samsung 
tablet.

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S® III
One-touch Wi-Fi sharing

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 12/31/12 or while promotional supplies last. Buy a Samsung Galaxy smartphone, get $200 off an eligible Samsung tablet offer: Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice (min $39.99/mo.) and data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on 
Samsung Galaxy smartphone. Eligible Samsung tablets are the Galaxy Tab 2 (10.1) and ATIV smart PC. Tablet requires new 2-yr agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed 
price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other 
terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. 
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 on smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablet. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal 
svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required on each.
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