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Boro pols ask 
Cuomo to curb 
co-op tax hikes

BY PHIL CORSO

With worries that the state 
Legislature may not reconvene 
for a special session before year’s 
end, northeast Queens lawmakers 
reached out to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo on behalf of co-op and condo 
owners to prevent what they are 
calling a potentially devastating 
increase in real property taxes.

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) called 
on Cuomo last week to organize 
a special session in the state Leg-
islature to stop any serious tax 
increases for co-op and condo 
owners in areas including Bay 
Terrace and Glen Oaks Village.

“If the Legislature does not 
meet before the year is out, co-ops 
and condos may face skyrocket-
ing tax bills in January 2013,” We-
prin warned. “I am determined to 
avoid such a scenario.”

Earlier this year, the state 
Legislature failed to extend the 
J-51 program, which provided 
co-op and condo owners with mil-
lions of dollars in tax abatements 
to help maintain and upgrade 

Continued on Page 16

HOLIDAY DEALS

Eric Ear hauls a new 32-inch TV across Jamaica Avenue during 
the Black Friday sales. See coverage on Pages 5, 14.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY PHIL CORSO

More than 40 rush hour 
Long Island Rail Road trains still 
crippled by the effects of Hurri-
cane Sandy should be restored 
by Christmas week, U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Hauppauge) and 
Amtrack said Tuesday.

Israel joined LIRR Commuter 
Council Chairman Mark Epstein 
Tuesday at the Hicksville, L.I. 
train station to call on Amtrak 
to be more transparent when it 
comes to repairing its four East 
River tunnels between Manhat-
tan and Queens.

With the holidays approach-
ing, Israel said now was not the 
time for Amtrak to keep commut-

ers in the dark when it comes to a 
timetable on tunnel repairs.

“Up to now, Amtrak has not 
been as transparent and respon-
sive as we would have liked. I 
understand the scope of this job 
is huge, but we are not asking 
Amtrak to build a new transcon-
tinental railroad going from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific here,” Is-
rael said. “We are heading into 
the busiest season in the busiest 
railroad in America, and we do 
not want Christmas chaos.”

Israel said he spoke with 
Amtrak President Joseph Board-
man Tuesday morning after he 
and members of the LIRR Com-
muter Council put pressure on 

Continued on Page 16

Olga Gonzalez, who has worked at Beer 
House Beverages for the past 11 years, sur-
veys her shop, which is filled with ruined 
merchandise.  Photo by Christina Santucci

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Philip Cicia stared 
into his wrecked store, 
Beer House Beverages, one 
of many Rockaway busi-
nesses devastated by Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Inside racks had top-
pled over, bottles of beer 

and other merchandise 
were strewn across the 
floor and large refrigera-
tors were leaning out from 
the wall. The store smelled 
overwhelmingly of mold.

“I don’t know where to 
start,” Cicia said, standing 
outside his business near 
the corner of Rockaway 

Beach Boulevard and Beach 
87th Street. “It doesn’t look 
very promising.”

Cicia was one of a few 
shop owners cleaning up 
their stores along Rock-
away Beach Boulevard in 
the Rockaways Saturday, 
one of the latest scenes 

Continued on Page 16

BY JOE ANUTA

Major League Soccer Commissioner Don 
Garber hinted Monday that the league and the 
city have nearly hammered out a broad agree-
ment for a 25,000-capacity stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Continued on Page 16

MLS stadium nearing 
deal for Flushing park

Rockaway businesses dig out

Riders push  
Amtrak to fi x 
LIRR tunnels
Full service still weeks off after storm
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BY JOE ANUTA

Flushing’s commu-
nity board blasted a con-
troversial rezoning of an 
industrial block Monday 
over concerns that 300,000 
to 600,000 square feet of 
commercial property could 
potentially be built with-
out providing any parking 
spaces, but the proposal 
may still get the green light 
from the city.

A group of property 
owners have been seek-
ing for years to rezone the 
block between Fowler and 
Avery avenues and Col-
lege Point Boulevard and 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
from a manufacturing zone 
to one that could transform 
the largely one- and two-
story industrial business-
es into five- and six-story 
structures that may house 
residential units, commer-
cial units or a combination 
of both.

“The approved zone al-
lows for opportunities that 
we can’t pin down,” said 
Chuck Apelian, vice chair-
man of Community Board 

7. The board voted to disap-
prove the application, but it 
moves on to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall and 
the City Planning Commis-
sion, which also make rec-
ommendations, before the 
City Council votes whether 
or not to go through with 
the change.

A group of five owners 
who control 85 percent of 
the area in question told CB 
7 if the block is rezoned, the 
most likely result would be 
five new buildings with 
148,100 square feet of com-
mercial space on the first 
floor and approximately 
378 residential units, some 
affordable, on the five to 
six floors above. Under that 
scenario, about 190 parking 
spaces would be required, 
although lawyer Patrick 
Jones, who spoke on be-
half of the group, said they 
would likely build more.

But none of the prop-
erty owners are developers, 
Apelian countered, leaving 
board members wondering 
if some of the plots would 
simply go on the auction 
block once the rezoning is 

approved. 
“They are not what 

you would consider bona 
fide developers, where you 
have the feeling they will 
build what they say,” Ape-
lian said. 

If the owners of the 
block instead made it all 
commercial, they could 
build 300,000 total square 
feet of space without any 
parking, according to the 
zoning laws. If they all de-
cided to build a different 
kind of commercial build-
ing that housed doctors of-
fices or schools, they could 
build 600,000 square feet of 
space without parking, ac-
cording to the zoning law.

But Jones said chang-
ing the manufacturing 
zone would simply bring 
it in line with the rest of 
Flushing and would allow 
for the properties to be used 
to their full potential.

In addition, Jones con-
tended the new zone would 
prevent surprises while 
creating flexibility. For 
example, the maximum 
height of a building would 
be 80 feet, and much of the 

outside shape would be pre-
determined, although what 
went inside could vary with 
the needs of the neighbor-
hood.

Apelian and other 
members of the board said 
they repeatedly asked for 
some assurances built into 
the application that would 
stipulate the type of de-
velopment that could take 
place, but were told the city 
does not like restrictions 
on zoning changes for legal 
purposes.

Plans were uncertain 
for the four remaining own-
ers, who own a house, a gas 
station and a live poultry 
operation, Jones said. They 
would not be forced to alter 
their property unless they 
wanted to rebuild, in which 
case they would be subject 
to the new zoning, accord-
ing to Jones.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Jewish, Hindu and 

Muslim leaders from 
Queens gathered with law-
makers to denounce the 
possible hate crime com-
mitted at a Kew Gardens 
Hills Mosque earlier this 
month, and city Comptrol-
ler John Liu suggested 
some of the NYPD’s policies 
could make bias crimes 
more common.

“An attack on one of 
us is an attack on all of us,” 
said Imam Shamsi Ali, of 
the Jamaica Muslim Cen-
ter, who gathered religious 
leaders from around Flush-
ing in the wake of the Nov. 
18 attack.

At about 5 a.m., 57-year-
old Bashir Amad was open-
ing the doors of the mosque 
for morning prayers when 
he was beaten, bitten and 
stabbed by a suspect police 
described as a 6-foot white 
man between the ages of 
35 and 45 and weighing 180 
pounds. According to the 
NYPD, the man shouted 
anti-Muslim statements be-
fore ambushing Bashir out-
side the house of worship, 
at 72-55 Kissena Blvd. As of 
press time Tuesday no ar-
rests had been made.

Liu condemned the 
incident and called for jus-

tice, assuring everyone 
that the NYPD was follow-
ing all possible leads to find 
the attacker.

But he also contend-
ed that policies, like the 
NYPD’s practice of moni-
toring Muslims or bar-
ring Sikhs from wearing 
religious headwear while 
on the job, sends the mes-
sage that it is acceptable to 
discriminate against these 
groups.

“Unfortunately, when 
Muslims are singled out 
for profiling, surveillance 
and other discriminatory 
actions, hate crimes such 
as this are more likely,” he 
said.

Liu was referring to 
the NYPD’s controversial 
practice of infiltrating 
and monitoring mosques 
and student and business 
groups, even though the in-
telligence did not produce 
any indictments.

The Police Department 
and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly have defended 
the practice as essential 
to protecting the city from 
terror attacks.

To show solidarity af-
ter the Kissena Boulevard 
attack, Ali called leaders 
from other houses of wor-
ship who gathered to decry 
the possible hate crime.

Patrick Jones discusses a potential rezoning of an industrial Flushing block alongside a rendering of what a future development could 
look like. Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing rezone strikes out
CB 7 pans bid for bigger buildings, but plan now moves to beep

Mosque attacker still 
on the loose: NYPD

Imam Shamsi Ali (l.-r.) speaks alongside city Comptroller John Liu, 
Ahmed Weish and state Sen. Toby Stavisky in denouncing the pos-
sible hate crime committed at a Kew Gardens Hills mosque. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence

Q
C
an

Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
 

LaGuardia CC collects 
Newtown Creek data

BY REBECCA HENELY

The students at Long 
Island City’s LaGuardia 
Community College, less 
than a block away from one 
of the most polluted parts of 
Newtown Creek, are taking 
part in a years-long cam-
paign to clean the Super-
fund site.

“It’s pretty exciting 
for our students because 
they can actually go out 
and collect data and come 
back in the classroom and 
analyze,” said Dr. Holly 
Porter-Morgan, assistant 
professor of environmental 
science and director of the 
environmental science pro-
gram at LaGuardia.

Newtown Creek, which 
extends 3.8 miles from the 
East River below Long Is-
land City to Metropolitan 
Avenue in Maspeth, was 
declared a Superfund site 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in Sep-
tember 2010.

An industrial center in 
the mid-1800s, the creek has 
long been riddled with pol-
lution. It was once the home 
of more than 40 industrial 
facilities and was used as 
a raw sewage dumping site 
starting in 1856. The creek 
also suffered oil spills, in-
cluding a 17 million gallon 
plume found by a U.S. Coast 
Guard helicopter in 1978.

The plume is 6 million 
gallons more than the 1989 

Exxon Valdez spill in Alas-
ka, the second largest oil 
spill in America after the 
210 million-gallon British 
Petroleum oil spill off the 
Gulf of Mexico in 2010.

The current plan for 
cleanup, begun in July, in-
cludes five to seven years 
of study to determine the 
extent of pollution and the 
options to clean it. Porter-
Morgan said a team that 
includes five students and 
two faculty researchers 
will be assisting in that 
study, taking samples once 
a week, and that she and 
Dr. Sarah Durand, associ-
ate professor of natural sci-
ences at LaGuardia, will be 
publishing the results.

“A lot of our students 
grew up in Queens,” Porter-
Morgan said. “I want my 
students out of the class-
room into the community 
where they’re doing things 
that affect their commu-
nity.”

EPA spokesman John 
Martin said in an e-mail 
the agency often works 
with local volunteers on 
projects.

“Citizens and commu-
nity groups that have the 
tools, education and train-
ing to monitor their envi-
ronment can often serve 
as a valuable resource,” he 
said.

Porter-Morgan said 
her students will be tak-
ing samples from Dutch 

Kills, a T-shaped section 
of the creek south of 47th 
Avenue between 27th and 
29th streets that is one of 
the most polluted parts of 
the creek. Durand said in 
a statement that the water 
may be dirty because near-
by drainage pipes put street 
runoff and sewage into the 
water after rainfall.

But the students also 
take samples from the New-
town Creek Nature Walk at 
Paidge Avenue and Provost 
Street in Brooklyn. While 
not far from Dutch Kills, 
Porter-Morgan said there 
is a significant amount of 
wildlife near the creek, in-
cluding fish, blue crabs and 
shrimp.

“We had noticed as we 
were  out there at the nature 
walk, there were all these 
organisms that we hadn’t 
expected to see,” Porter-
Morgan said.

She said throughout 
the next few years, the 
study will not only monitor 
that wildlife but also track 
changes throughout the 
cleanup.

“The students’ re-
search will provide infor-
mation that will enable us 
to gain a better understand-
ing of the harsh conditions 
experienced by organisms 
that live in the water and 
how these conditions could 
be improved,” Durand 
said.

LaGuardia Community College students are doing water tests on Newtown Creek to help track the 
cleanup of the site. Photo by Christina Santucci
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Tucked in between 
large, national stores such 
as Old Navy and Marshall’s, 
small boutiques line Jamai-
ca Avenue’s shopping dis-
trict for more than a dozen 
blocks, offering an assorted 
mix — with a heavy em-
phasis on fashion — of bar-
gains that draw shoppers 
all year long and especially 
on Black Friday.

But some bargain 
hunters board special tour 
buses and travel farther 
than others for the deals.

“The main thing is 
prices are a lot cheaper,” 
said Traylene Hines, who 
estimated she would have 
paid about 40 percent more 
for the purses, jogging suit 
and scarf she picked up last 
week had she bought them 
in her home state of Ohio. 
“Here, I get more items for 
a cheaper price, and it’s the 
same quality.”

After eating her 
Thanksgiving dinner, 

Hines boarded a charter 
bus with about 35 others 
around 8 p.m. last Thurs-
day. Some 12 hours later 
they arrived in Jamaica, 
their first stop on a shop-
ping tour that would take 
them to Harlem, Chinatown 
and northern New Jersey .

And their group was 
just one of three in Jamai-
ca Friday. In fact, charter 
groups make the trip all 
year round, taking advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
visit New York City, stop at 
multiple shopping districts 
and maybe even take in a 
Broadway show now and 
then.

But mostly it’s for the 
shopping.

“It’s a lot cheaper than 
in Canada because the taxes 
are lower,” said bus driver 
Ken Mitchell, who bought 
three faux-leather jackets 
priced at $20 each with an 
additional 25 percent off. 
“Up home you’d probably 
pay $70 to $80. How can you 
go wrong for $15 a piece?”

The drive from Nova 
Scotia to New York took 
about 20 hours and required 
the bus to make a stop in 
Maine to switch drivers to 
comply with the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-

ministration’s regulations.
Kenley Konnection, 

the travel company Hines 
took from Ohio, charged 
$199 a person — $175 for a 
group of four — for a trip 
that included two days of 

shopping and a hotel stay 
in New Jersey.

“For someone to drive 
here, get a hotel, pay for 
parking ... the cost can be 
astronomical,” Hines said. 
“And if you fly, you have to 

think about checking your 
bags and shipping them 
back home.”

This year the group 
brought along two buses, a 
sign Hines said makes her 
think the economy is get-
ting better.

“It makes me hope next 
year will be even better for 
travel and tourism.”

By comparison, Bar-
bara McCutcheon’s trip 
was relatively short. She 
was able to board her bus 
in Maryland for a day trip 
to the city. At midday she 
packed her purchases into 
the bottom of her bus: seven 
shawls for 10 bucks a pop.

When asked, she said 
she did not feel as though 
she were missing any Black 
Friday deals back home in 
the Old Line State.

“I can shop there any 
time,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Dee Ewell stores away some shoes inside the bus she took from Ohio to shop on Jamaica Avenue 
Black Friday. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Tourist buses hit Jamaica Ave. for holiday sales
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As John F. Kennedy 

International Airport 
hummed last week with 
pre-Thanksgiving travel-
ers, airport security work-
ers and their supporters 
protested, calling attention 
to inadequate training that 
they contend jeopardize 
travelers.

Organizers with the 
SEIU/32BJ union said 
employees from AirServ 
and Global International 
— both contractors with 
the Port Authority — filed 
complaints more than two 
months ago with the U.S. 
Transportation Security 
Administration, claiming 
their employers did not give 
them full support.

Laurel Boucher said 
that when he started work-
ing for AirServ in April, 
assigned to directing traf-
fic outside one of the termi-
nals and checking IDs for 
access to secured areas, he 
received no training from 
his superiors.

“I learned everything 
from my co-workers,” he 
said as he and several dozen 
protesters picketed outside 
Terminal 4 the day before 
Thanksgiving. “Security-
wise, we need more train-
ing to protect people.”

Rob Murray, an or-
ganizer with the union, 
said Global employees are 
supposed to enter a plane 
after it has been cleaned 

and check for any possible 
security hazards left be-
hind. It is a job he said that 
could take upwards of 30 
minutes, but management 
places pressure on employ-
ees to get the job done in 
about five minutes.

Workers said condi-
tions got somewhat better 
after word of their com-
plaints drew media atten-
tion, but shortly thereafter 
the status quo returned.

“Just this week more 
security officers came for-
ward with the same types 
of problems,” Murray said. 
SEIU/32BJ represents 
about 1,000 workers at the 

Port Authority’s three New 
York area airports and 
Murray said the union was 
helping the employees of 
AirServ and Global to or-
ganize.

Gladys Resto, who 
also works at AirServ, said 
the radios she and her co-
workers are issued often do 
not work, and when they do 
dispatchers do not answer 
their calls.

She said when she com-
plained about the condition 
of her equipment she was 
told “you’re lucky to have a 
radio.”

She also said the lay-
out of the airport was never 

explained to her, a par-
ticularly egregious lapse 
considering it is her job to 
direct lost travelers.

“People are always ask-
ing directions,” she said. “I 
don’t think that’s the way it 
should be.”

With protesters march-
ing in front of Terminal 4 
and chanting, “What’s out-
rageous? Poverty wages,” 
Resto also took AirServ to 
task for her hourly pay.

“They pay an $8 an 
hour flat rate with no in-
crease and no benefits,” she 
said. “At least not afford-
able benefits.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Through the first nine 

months of the year, the 
number of stop-and-frisks 
the police conducted across 
the city was down dramati-
cally from the same period 
in 2011 and on pace for the 
biggest year-to-year de-
cline during the Bloomberg 
administration. But down-
town Jamaica was not keep-
ing pace with the drop.

With the exception 
of a 6 percent decline be-
tween 2006 and 2007, the 
number of stops conducted 
by the NYPD citywide has 
increased every year since 
2001 and the figures contin-
ued this trend during the 
first three months of 2012, 
when stops were up 11 per-
cent across all precincts 
compared to the same pe-
riod last year, according to 
the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union. 

But after the NYCLU 
released a highly publi-
cized report in May criticiz-
ing the Police Department’s 
numbers, the city recorded 
a six-month period when 
stop-and-frisk numbers fell 
below last year’s, down 25 
percent in the April-June 
quarter and 30 percent in 
the July-September period. 
At the end of September the 
stop-and-frisk pattern was 
down 14 percent overall 
from the first nine months 
of 2011, according to the 
NYPD’s numbers. 

And while there were 
fewer stops in downtown 
Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct 
from quarter to quarter 
this year, the numbers were 
still higher at the end of 
September than they were 
at the same time last year.

The 103rd, which 
ranked eighth among pre-
cincts last year in the num-
ber of total stops, was up 
nearly 4 percent by the end 
of September, with 6,409 
stops during the year’s first 
three quarters compared to 
6,176 stops during the same 
time in 2011. The 115th Pre-
cinct in Jackson Heights, 
which ranked third in total 
stops last year, was down 
almost 50 percent, counting 
3,427 stops through the first 
nine months this year com-
pared to 6,805 in 2011, ac-
cording to NYPD numbers. 

Despite the decrease in 
overall stops, the number of 
innocent people who were 
neither arrested nor issued 
a ticket remained just about 
the same, hovering near 88 
percent, according to the 
NYCLU, and the majority 
of those stopped were black 
and Hispanic men. 

“It’s encouraging to see 
street stops decline for the 
second quarter in a row,” 
said NYCLU Executive Di-
rector Donna Lieberman.

“At the same time the 
NYPD’s stop-and-frisk pro-
gram continues to have a 
90 percent failure rate,” 
Lieberman added. 

Security workers and their supporters protest at John F. Kennedy International Airport. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Workers protest JFK security
Port Authority contractors say lack of training endangers travelers

Stop-and-frisk drops 
but still high in 103rd
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RegoCenter.com

WE GO TO REGO!

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

FREE 

SHOPPING SHUTTLEUTTLESHOP

11AM – 8PM • Every 30 Minutes

BUS RUNS:

December 1, 2, 8, 9,

15 - 24, 26 - 30

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN

REGO CENTER 

and

 QUEENS CENTER
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By Joe AnutA

A nutrition-oriented 
Whitestone nonprofit 
cooked Thanksgiving din-
ner for flood victims last 
Thursday, although disas-
ter experts caution that 
there is a point where free 
grub can do more harm 
than good.

Green Earth Urban 
Gardens cooked turkey, 
ham and a host of sides 
for about 150 people in Far 
Rockaway, according to 
Maureen Regan, the execu-
tive director. And in the 
process, the outfit gave a 
healthy and tasty alterna-
tive to some of the other 
cuisines found circulating 
in disaster zones.

“People were donating 
these horrible foods,” she 
said, referring to residents 
in the Rockaways subsist-
ing on peanut butter and 

jelly or bologna sandwich-
es. “If you’re not feeling 
well, that is not the food 
you want to eat.”

Regan’s nonprofit is 
based around growing veg-
etables in Queens and dis-
tributing them to food pan-
tries and nonprofit kitchens 
in the area. The outfit 
farms part of a community 
plot at Queens Botanical 
Garden in Flushing, and 
throughout the spring and 
summer this year reaped 
about 150 pounds of veggies 
per week.

In the spring they 
planted lettuce, cabbage 
and broccoli, then toma-
toes, beans and eggplants 
over the summer, with a 
special focus on vegetables 
that would appeal to the pal-
ates of Queens communi-
ties, like Chinese eggplant 
or spinach indigenous to 
India. Even though Super-

storm Sandy distracted 
Regan and her team, she 
eventually wants to grow 
crops year-round.

The fledging nonprofit 
is still in its first year of 
operation, but Regan had 
made enough connections 
that she located areas that 
needed nutritious food and 
called on contacts to help 
her get it down to the Rock-
aways.

Soon she was feeding 
300 people each weekend 
in Far Rockaway near the 
area of Beach 20th Street.

“That was kind of for-
gotten, so we concentrated 
our efforts in those areas,” 
she said.

Regan hopes to keep 
bringing hot meals to the 
area, but according to a di-
saster specialist, free food 
could actually end up doing 
harm to the community.

By Steve MoSco

Residents of many 
neighborhoods in Queens 
awoke to a world without 
electricity and heat the 
morning after Hurricane 
Sandy lashed the East 
Coast with villainous rage 
and now that world of cold 
and perpetual darkness has 
become the new normal for 
many in the borough’s sea-
side communities.

But amid the wreck-
age an abundance of good-
will has emerged from all 
corners of the borough and 
the nation at large.

The generosity began 
in the neighborhoods that 
experienced the most de-
struction. 

Hundreds of volun-
teers flooded the narrow 
peninsula on Thanksgiv-
ing, distributing meals to 
the storm’s victims who 
gathered in tents, crowded 
relief centers and ate out-
side on the battered streets. 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) sponsored a 
feast along with the Com-
munity Church of the Naz-
arene, which fed 500 people 
at the Challenge Prepara-
tory Charter School, at 365 
Beach 56th St. in Far Rock-
away.

The United Sikhs have 
handed out more than 3,000 
vegetarian meals cooked 
in the kitchens of their 
temples to storm victims in 
Queens, while schoolchil-
dren in Forest Hills have 
joined the volunteer effort 
by making blankets for 
people in the Rockaways 
struggling to survive with-
out heat or electricity. 

According to the Long 
Island Power Authority, 
the utility which serves the 
Rockaways, most custom-
ers have had their power 
restored - at least on paper.  
But homeowners must have 
an electrician certify that 
their damaged dwellings 
are ready to go back on line, 

leaving some in the dark.
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg said owners 
and landlords of multi-fam-
ily residential buildings af-
fected by Sandy must take 
action and make the nec-
essary repairs to provide 
electricity, heat and hot wa-
ter to their tenants. He said 
building owners who need 

assistance should sign up 
for NYC Rapid Repairs, a 
city program that speeds 
up assessments so essential 
services can be restored.

The mayor announced 
the damage caused by the 
superstorm would top $19 
billion in public and private 
losses.  He wants the fed-
eral government to pay for 

half, roughly $9.8 billion, 
to supplement the $5.4 bil-
lion in Federal Emergency 
Management Agency assis-
tance and the $3.8 billion in 
damage covered by private 
insurance.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is 
seeking close to $42 billion 
in statewide federal assis-
tance since he believes bur-

dening New York taxpayers 
with the bill would “inca-
pacitate” the state.

Against the sometimes 
stark odds, the restora-
tion of the human spirit is 
healthy and in full force 
throughout the borough.

PS 114 in Belle Harbor 
reopened Tuesday — a full 
three days ahead of sched-
ule. The school’s reopening 
leaves 12 schools citywid-
eand close to 5,400 students 
still displaced after the 
storm. 

And for business still 
hurting, the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
announced new low inter-
est loans for businesses 
and individuals still labor-
ing to rebuild. Some small 
businesses have opened 
their doors and are run-
ning on generators in the 
Rockaways, but many are 
still closed and may never 
return.

Denis Magoolaghan, 67, enjoys a free Thanksgiving dinner in the Rockaways. 
AP Photo/John Minchillo

Boys and Girls: Ages  7-17
IntervIews Held One day Only: 11am, 1pm Or 3pm

sunday, december 9, 2012
Please choose one time most convenient for you

BarBizon modeling of manhattan

KIds & Teens for
modelIng & acTIng

Goodwill revives spirits in broken Rockaways

Whitestone gardeners feed 
families battered  by Sandy



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 2, 2012

9

TRREE LIGHTIING
Indoor Winter Wonderland filled with Games and Activities

Bring Your Cameras and Take Pictures with Santa
Thursday, December 6th

6:00 PM

CK MUSICAL THEATER
The Beatles and Beyond...A Musical Revue

December 7th, 8th &9th

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
Donate a Pint, Save a Life!

Saturday, December 15th
9:00 AM

Join us for a Season of Giving and Celebrating
For more information on these events, visit our website at www.ctkny.org

68-02Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Shoshana Golan was 

just 6 when she left the 
Dudziak home in liberated 
Poland in 1945 with a group 
of children orphaned by the 
Holocaust.

Nearly seven decades 
later, Golan waited anx-
iously last week at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port for her “sister,” Wla-
dyslawa Dudziak to arrive.

“It’s something hard 
to describe,” she said mo-
ments before Dudziak 
walked into the room and 
the two shared a long em-
brace.

“I’ve never been this 
happy,” the white-haired 
Dudziak said through a 
translator. “I was given one 
more chance in life to hug 
her.”

Dudziak’s older sis-
ter and aunt worked in the 

home of Sara and Joseph 
Bieman in Lublin , Poland, 
taking care of their only 
daughter, Golan, when the 
Nazis invaded in 1939.

Three years later, the 
Biemans asked Dudziak’s 
aunt to look after their 
daughter when they trav-
eled to Krakow in order to 
obtain false documents so 
they could pass as Chris-
tians.

They were successful 
in securing documents for 
Sara, but on a second trip 
Joseph was stopped and 
taken into custody by the 
Germans. Sara returned 
home to get money to try to 
bribe the Germans, but she 
left and never returned. It 
is believed Golan’s parents 
were killed at the Majdanek 
concentration camp.

Dudziak’s aunt was 
fearful Golan would be 
discovered by the German 

post across from her home, 
so she asked Dudziak’s 
mother, a widow who lived 
with her four daughters, 
if she could look after the 
little girl.

Dudziak was the 
youngest of the four daugh-
ters and the closest to Golan 
in age, and the two formed 
a strong bond in the two 
years they spent together, 
when Golan was taught 
Catholic prayers and went 
to church every Sunday.

After the Russians 
liberated Poland, Golan 
traveled with a group of 
orphans to Israel to start a 
new life.

She joined the army, 
married and had four chil-
dren of her own, but never 
forgot the years she spent 
living in the Dudziak house 
as a Christian in order to 
hide from the Nazis.

“I never forgot I am a 

Jewish child. It didn’t help 
me. It wasn’t easy, but it 
was fact,” she said.

Dudziak, in the mean-
time, had been receiving 
financial support from the 
Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous, a New York City-
based group founded to pro-
vide financial assistance to 
non-Jews who helped Jews 
during the Holocaust. The 
group paid for Gloan, Dud-
ziak and their families to 
spend the weekend at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

“Every year we do one 
rescuer and one survivor,” 
Stanlee Stahl, the founda-
tion’s executive vice presi-
dent, said of the yearly re-
union. “It’s getting harder 
and harder each year.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Wladyslawa Dudziak (l.) and Shoshana Golan share a hug 67 years 
after saying goodbye in liberated Poland. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Holocaust survivor reunites with woman who hid her
Shoshana Golan and her Christian ‘sister’ meet at JFK Airport 67 years after saying goodbye
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

With a nationally scru-
tinized, hard-fought and 
money-fueled race for a 
state Senate seat now over 
and the recovery effort 
underway after Hurricane 
Sandy devastated southern 
Queens, newly re-elected 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) is looking 
forward.

“My focus is my dis-
trict and the needs of the 
people directly impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy,” he said.

The senator said he is 
throwing his efforts into 
helping to bring electric-
ity back to residents still 
without power and getting 
constituents the supplies 
they need before focusing 
on business up in Albany.

But state legislative is-
sues are still looming. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has pro-
jected a $1 billion budget 
deficit that will likely grow 
because of the superstorm.

And although Sandy 
has added a few more legis-
lative items to the agenda,  
Addabbo said he is consid-
ering drafting legislation 
that strengthens penalties 
against people who loot 
or commit crimes during 
blackouts, for example.

But the issues that 
dominated the campaign 
before the storm are still 
relevant.

Addabbo said he is 
still focused on gun con-
trol, prohibiting hydraulic 
fracturing and raising the 
minimum wage.

“There are some big is-
sues we must deal with up 

in Albany,” he said.
The race for the 15th 

Senate District was con-
sidered one of the tightest 
in the state. It pitted the 
incumbent two-term sena-
tor against a rising-star in 
the state Republican Party, 
City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park).

State Republicans, 
fearing a loss of their slim 
majority in the Senate, 
poured money into Ulrich’s 
coffers hoping to gain that 
seat in their favor. The 
struggle for control of the 
party was still being fought 
this week because two rac-
es remain uncalled. 

Campaign finance re-
cords show the state Repub-
lican Campaign Committee 
donated about $820,000 to 
Ulrich’s campaign, making 
up the bulk of his contribu-
tions.

In total, Ulrich raised 
about $1.7 million and spent 
about $930,000 between Jan. 
1 and Election Day, accord-
ing to campaign finance 
records.

Both figures are con-
siderably larger than what 
Addabbo took in and spent 
during the same period. 
Records show the senator 
raised $350,000 and spent 
$260,000.

Addabbo said his vic-
tory over Ulrich sent a mes-
sage that elections are not 
about money. He said it is 
a positive message brought 
door-to-door that matters 
most.

“It’s that kind of cam-
paign I wanted to run to 
prove a point,” he said.

Addabbo said he was 

outspent in all of his last 
three elections and this 
time he won by a larger 
margin than before.

Unofficial results 
from the Board of Elec-
tion showed 57 percent of 
the vote went for Addabbo 
and 43 percent for Ulrich, a 
margin of more than 10,000 
votes. 

“I always thought my 
constituents could care less 
about the money,” Addabbo 
said.

But there is some ques-
tion about whether that 
margin would have been as 
large as it was for Sandy.

Some neighborhoods 
in southern Queens that 
tend to be more conserva-
tive, such as Belle Harbor 
and Breezy Point in the 
Rockaways, added to the 
15th District in the latest 
redistricting were particu-
larly hard-hit by the hur-
ricane. 

An analysis by The  
New York Times found that 
in the presidential election 
GOP candidate Mitt Rom-
ney had a stronghold in 
Belle Harbor, Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel, Howard 
Beach and Far Rockaway.  
In Howard Beach, Mitt 
Romney won the eight 
precincts 1,437 to 870, The 
Times said. The rest of the 
15th District tended to vote 
overwhelmingly for Presi-
dent Barack Obama, with 
the exception of Middle Vil-
lage, which was mixed, ac-
cording to the analysis.

Because of severe dam-
age to city infrastructure 
in the Rockaways and How-
ard Beach, the city Board of 
Elections moved many vot-
ing sites to new locations 
— sometimes quite a long 
distance from their origi-
nal sites, Jessica Proud, 

Ulrich’s campaign spokes-
woman, said.

“One of the problems 
we saw prior to the election 
was that the polling places 
were placed too far away 
for people to have easy ac-
cess to get to them in some 
of those hard-hit areas,” 
she said.

On Election Day, Ul-
rich blasted the Board of 
Elections for waiting too 
long to inform displaced 
residents about where they 
would be voting.

“In some cases, people 
had to walk 30 or 40 blocks 
to their newest poll sites, 
some people weren’t in-
formed of their sites and 
some didn’t find out until 6 
p.m. last night [Monday],” 
Ulrich said.

Addabbo said he 
thought BOE did the best 
it could given its budgetary 
limitations. He also said 
an order by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo allowing affidavit 
ballots outside designated 
polling places made it a lit-
tle easier for people to vote, 
although a person would 
not be able to vote in the 
Senate race if they polled at 
a site outside their district.

But Addabbo said peo-
ple’s abilities to vote were 
nevertheless hampered be-
cause of the storm.

“The weather is one 
thing that is beyond your 
control,” he said.

Proud said it was too 
soon to make any judg-
ment on whether the vote 
margin between the can-
didates would have been 
smaller were it not for the 
storm because the Board 
of Elections is still count-
ing absentee and affidavit 
votes.  But she did say the 
areas heavily affected by 
the storm saw fewer people 
voting.

“It was definitely a low-
er turnout than we would 
have expected,” she said.

She said Ulrich is not 
dwelling on the results, but 
is looking to the future and 
helping his district recover 
from the storm.

“It’s really a time to 
govern now,” she said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo speaks to poll workers at JHS 202 in Ozone Park as he prepares to cast his ballot. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Addabbo focuses on relief after tough election
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

While the number of 
Queens high schools re-
ceiving low marks on the 
city’s most recent progress 
reports remained the same 
from the previous year, suc-
cessful new schools receiv-
ing high grades helped the 
borough grow in the higher 
ranks.

The city Department 
of Education Monday re-
leased the 2011-12 progress 
reports for the city’s high 
schools, transfer schools 
and Young Adult Borough 
Centers. The reports mea-
sure — based on a compari-
son between schools with 
similar student popula-
tions — how well a school 
helps its students improve 
over the course of a year.

New schools that have 
not yet graduated a class, 
such as Maspeth High 
School and the Hillside 
Arts & Letters Academy, 
do not get graded. But of 
the nine borough schools 
to receive a grade for the 
first time this year, seven 
received either an A or a 
B, helping the upper ech-
elon of Queens high schools 
grow by 8 percent.

Overall, 72 percent of 
the borough’s high schools 

received a grade of either 
an A or a B.

The two best schools 
were the Academy for Ca-
reers in Television and 
Film in Astoria and the 
International High School 
at LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island City, 
which both got an overall 
score above 90.

Long Island City’s New-
comers High School, which 
got a B, ranked among the 
best schools in the city 
when it came to closing the 
achievement gap.

From the 2010-11 to 
2011-12 school years, 15 
schools improved their 

grades, 38 remained the 
same and eight fell.

The Preparatory Acad-
emy for Writers: A College 
Board School in Spring-
field Gardens made the big-
gest jump, improving from 
a C to an A.

The school to receive 
the lowest overall score 
was the Queens Satellite 
High School for Opportuni-
ty, which got a 39.1. Queens 
Satellite in Jamaica is a 
transfer school designed 
to help re-engage students 
with at least one year of 
high school who have ei-
ther dropped out or fallen 
behind.

Of the borough’s tra-
ditional schools, August 
Martin High School ranked 
at the bottom, receiving a D 
with a score of 41.7. August 
Martin was one of eight 
struggling schools the city 
unsuccessfully tried to 
close last year. With the ex-
ception of Newtown High 
School in Elmhurst, all of 
those schools’ grades either 
fell or remained the same. 
Newtown improved from a 
C to a B.

The reports combine 
attendance rates, school 
surveys, performance on 
standardized tests and 
progress toward gradu-
ation to arrive at a letter 
grade.

“Our high schools 
play an important role in 
student outcomes beyond 
K-12,” said city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott. “By measuring how 
well our schools prepare 
students for college and ca-
reers, the Progress Reports 
shine a light on the impor-
tance of increased rigor as 
a bridge to future success.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574. Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11:00pm  Saturday 4pm–12midnight 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional
Italian Cuisine

We accept all major credit cards

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY DATE.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

SPECIAL THANKS
TO BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARTY MARKOWITZ 

FOR HELPING US REOPEN AFTER THE STORM!

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
12/7/12

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
12/7/12

Newcomers High School received one the highest scores across 
the city for closing the achievement gap.

August Martin High School re-
ceived the lowest grade of all 
the traditional high schools in 
Queens on this year’s progress 
report.

More Queens HSs earn 
higher progress marks

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JOE ANUTA

The field for Queens 
borough president is grow-
ing larger after state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) de-
cided to throw his hat into 
the race this week, but at 
least one of his competitors 
is not sweating the extra 
competition.

Avella had been ru-
mored to be mulling a 
run for months, but told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
Monday that he made up 
his mind in the wake of 
Superstorm Sandy after 
witnessing the borough be-
ing passed over for recov-
ery resources that went to 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
instead.

“I thought we should 
have had a much more ac-
tive borough president and 
much more of a coordinat-

ing effort from the office 
of the borough president,” 
Avella said. “That con-
vinced me Queens needs a 
voice.”

Avella is fresh off 
winning re-election to his 
northeast Queens seat ear-
lier this month, when he re-
ceived nearly 60,000 votes, 
according to records from 
the city Board of Elections, 
a number the lawmaker be-
lieves makes capturing the 
boroughwide spot viable.

In the 2009 Democratic 
primary, where current 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall ran against 
Marc Leavitt and Robert 
Schwartz, she won with 
56,000 votes, according to 
BOE documents. Nearly 
five times that number vot-
ed in the 2009 general elec-
tion, but in heavily Demo-
cratic Queens, the primary 

often dictates the results of 
the general election.

The competition is al-
ready stacking up. Avella’s 
colleague, Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), has  an-

nounced a run. Like Avella, 
Peralta was re-elected ear-
lier this month. He ran un-
opposed, and fetched about 
45,000 votes — 15,000 fewer 
than Avella. But the sena-

tor shrugged off Avella’s 
entry into the fray, saying it 
“will have no impact what-
soever” on the race.

Melinda Katz, a former 
city councilwoman and 
state assemblywoman, has 
also announced she will 
run, as has Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Deputy Borough Presi-
dent Barry Grodenchik. 
The name of Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria) is also often bandied 
about as a possible contend-
er, although he has not dis-
closed his intentions.

Avella is counting on 
support in his strongholds 
and name recognition 
around the borough to best 
the other Democrats in the 
race. He pointed out he was 
former Mayor Ed Koch’s 
Queens representative, is 
known to cross into the 

districts of his colleagues 
to help residents and also 
received more than 60,000 
votes when he ran for may-
or in 2009.

“I think we have a real 
shot, and so far the reaction 
has been positive,” he said.

Avella is set to meet 
with U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
head of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, to seek an 
endorsement, but the law-
maker said he is in the race 
regardless of Crowley’s de-
cision.

Crowley is already to 
scheduled to be making 
stops at the kickoff parties 
of Peralta and Katz.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY STEVE MOSCO

A Woodhaven civic 
group is drawing a line in 
the sand, rejecting a pro-
posed redistricting it says 
will split the neighbor-
hood’s representation in 
the City Council.

Representatives from 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association said it 
lobbied the city District-
ing Commission to keep 
Woodhaven in a single dis-
trict and at first its efforts 
seemed successful. The 
commission’s first proposal 
placed Woodhaven in one 
district, with only a small 
sliver in the northeast cor-
ner excluded.

The association 
planned to urge the commis-
sion to include that sliver 
with the rest of Woodhaven, 
but instead the commission 
discarded its original plans 
and sliced Woodhaven into 
three parts spread over two 
districts.

“The commission de-
cided to throw Woodhaven 
under the bus. It should be 
embarrassed about how 
its final proposal treats 

our community,” said 
Alex Blenkinsopp, direc-
tor of communications for 
the civic group. “Now that 
the final decision is in the 
hands of the City Council, 
we want all City Council 
members to know that a 
vote in favor of this gerry-
mander is a vote against 
Woodhaven.”

The Council must vote 
on the new maps by Dec. 
10.

Woodhaven is cur-
rently divided between two 
Council districts: District 
30, represented by Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), and 
District 32, represented by 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park).

Instead of preserving 
the current division, the as-
sociation said the commis-
sion “significantly wors-
ened” the split by switching 
large parts of the neighbor-
hood from Crowley to Ul-
rich and vice versa. In ad-
dition, the final proposal 
places the far west portion 
of Woodhaven in the same 
district as the extreme 
northeast corner, but ex-

cludes any residential area 
in-between.

Now the association is 
urging Crowley and Ulrich 
to oppose the lines as they 
are proposed and stand up 
for their Woodhaven con-

stituents. At a WRBA town 
hall meeting Sept. 15, Ul-
rich said he believes it is 
in the neighborhood’s best 
interest to remain intact.

“I think that Wood-
haven, just like I think 

where I live in Ozone Park 
should be in one district,” 
said Ulrich at the meeting. 
“People ought to be able to 
hold their elected officials 
accountable. It ought to be 
easy for them to know who 

represents them in the City 
Council. I just think that’s 
the right thing to do. It’s the 
fair thing to do.”

The draft lines will be 
enacted unless a majority 
of Council members vote to 
send the commission back 
to the drawing board.

“We don’t know why 
the commission decided to 
split and scramble Wood-
haven’s representation, 
but we won’t just sit there 
quietly as the City Council 
rubber stamps this awful 
proposal,” said Ed Wendell, 
president of the association. 
“This is an opportunity for 
City Council members — 
both our current represen-
tatives as well as those who 
might want Woodhaven’s 
support in the future — to 
show whether they actu-
ally care about our commu-
nity.”

This is not WRBA’s 
first confrontation with 
redistricting commissions. 
In January, it vigorously 
objected to state Senate re-
districting and in March it 
opposed redrawn congres-
sional lines.

A Woodhaven civic group opposes new City Council district lines that would split the neighborhood. 
Image courtesy Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association

Woodhaven civic fights redrawn Council lines 

Avella joins crowded fi eld for borough president’s seat

State Sen. Tony Avella throws his hat in the borough president 
race coming up next year.
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Many members of Queens’ 
Jewish community, several elect-
ed officials and international dip-
lomats  gathered at Young Israel 
of Hillcrest Sunday to commemo-
rate the centennial birthday of 
Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish ar-
chitect who saved the lives of tens 
of thousands of Hungarian Jews 
during World War II.

Many speakers at the trib-
ute noted that some of those at 
the temple, at 169-07 Jewel Ave., 
might not have been there that 
day if it were not for Wallenberg.  
They said his contribution to the 
Jewish community goes much 
farther than just those individual 
people he rescued.

“Wallenberg saved by now 
probably a million people,” said 
Peter Rebenwurzel, chairman of 
the Raoul Wallenberg Centennial 
Celebration Commission.

Rebenwurzel’s father-in-law 
was one of those saved by Wal-
lenberg in World War II, and he 
went on to have many children, 
grandchildren and great-grand-

children. Rebenwurzel said those 
descendants, which number more 
than 150, would never have been 
born if not for the Swedish hu-
manitarian and diplomat.

“And this is just one little 
family saved by Wallenberg,” 
he said. “Can you imagine how 
many people are in this world 
that would not be here without 
him? Therefore, I and many, 
many Jews of Hungarian descent 
have to thank Raoul Wallenberg 
every day for his courage and his 
heroism.”

Speakers at the tribute, 
which also served to recognize 
Wallenberg’s posthumous recep-
tion of the Congressional Gold 
Medal this year, included Deputy 
Borough President Barry Gro-
denchik, Hungarian Consul Gen-
eral Karoly Dan and honorary 
Swedish Consul General David 
Dangoor.

Many other Queens elected 
officials, including City Council-
men Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows), were also in the 
audience.

Wallenberg was born Aug. 4, 

1912, to a wealthy Swedish fam-
ily and went to Budapest in 1944 
to distribute Swedish protective 
passes to Jews to rescue them 
from the Holocaust, often employ-

ing extraordinary means to carry 
out his mission.

Rabbi Richard Weiss, of 
Young Israel of Hillcrest, told 
the story of how Wallenberg res-

cued a number of Jews on board 
a deportation train headed for 
Auschwitz, ignoring orders from 
the Germans to get down from the 
train and dodging bullets fired at 
him.

Wallenberg was arrested by 
Soviet troops at the end of the war 
for unknown reasons and taken 
to a prison camp in Moscow. 
The Soviet Union said he died of 
a heart attack in 1947, but some 
people say they saw him alive in a 
Russian prison many years after 
that date.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), who was instrumental 
in pushing for legislation bestow-
ing the medal on Wallenberg, 
said the world would be a better 
place if more people stood up to 
tyranny.

“[Wallenberg] wanted to 
do what was right. He wanted to 
make a difference,” Meeks said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks presents a plaque to Peter Rebenwursel, the chair-
man of the Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Commission. 

Photo by Steven Malecki

Boro honors WWII protector of Hungarian Jews
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Shoppers took to the stores for Black Friday sales and activities. (Clockwise 
from top l.) East Elmhurst residents Natalie, 7, and Kiren, 11, Mehton test out a 
Wii dance game at Queens Center; Hai Tao Liu and his 11-year-old son Liu Zhang 
picked up a laptop in College Point; Rene Perez window shops with his daugh-
ter Nicole, 1, on Jamaica Avenue; crowds swarm Queens Center in Elmhurst; Omar 
Simon takes a break from spending at Rego Center. He picked up several pres-
ents, including a playhouse for his daughter; Rene Philipps from DJ Electronics 
in Jamaica shows customer Luz Marina a camera; and Ken Jheng snagged a 
TV, which is normally priced for about $400, for $272 at Queens Place. 

Photos by Steven Malecki and Christina Santucci
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

SALE!
Ends December 31st, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICINGwith
out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Oueens
      illageV

The Spectacular Fall Kitchen Event!

Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Oueens
      illageV
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Amtrak to be more up-
front about its restoration 
updates. According to the 
congressman, Boardman 
promised Amtrak would 
have all four tunnels re-
paired and operational by 
Christmas week.

“We understand the 
importance of restoring 
full LIRR service and are 
committed to doing so by 
the Christmas holiday,” 
Boardman said. “We appre-
ciate the continued coop-
eration from LIRR and are 
diligently working to make 
the needed repairs.”

But to avoid any more 
confusion, Israel said 
the next step was to hold 
Amtrak accountable for its 
promise.

“Mr. Boardman told 
me he was instituting a top-
down focus of his resourc-
es, his own personal atten-
tion and the entire Amtrak 
team to reopening the tun-
nels,” Israel said.

Since the storm, only 

two of the four Amtrak-
owned East River tunnels 
have been operational by 
using makeshift and tem-
porary signal systems, 
LIRR spokesman Sal Arena 
said. Because of this, Arena 
said the LIRR has been un-
able to run its full comple-
ment of trains through the 
tunnels.

“So while we are back 
on our regular, published 
schedule, with the exception 
of the Long Beach branch, 
as a base reference for our 
customers, we can only run 
it by canceling some trains 
on each branch,” Arena 
said. “Only when the tun-
nel signal system is again 
fully operational will we be 
able to run without cancel-
lations.”

According to Epstein, 
who chairs the LIRR Com-
muter Council, the tunnel 
damage has forced the on-
going cancellations of 26 
morning rush hour and 27 
evening rush hour trains 
across several different 
lines.

At the height of travel 
on Thanksgiving eve, Penn 

Station was reduced to cha-
os when Amtrack, the LIRR 
and New Jersey Transit all 
suspended service after the 
makeshift signal system 
operating inside the East 
River tunnels malfunc-
tioned around 5p.m.

“LIRR riders now 
have fewer, more crowded 
trains providing rush hour 
service that is more sus-
ceptible to disruption from 
another incident,” Epstein 
said. “Amtrak, as a pub-
licly chartered entity, owes 
transparency to the public 
— especially those who use 
its facilities.”

Amtrak, a for-profit 
corporation, was created 
by Congress in 1970 and is 
provided support and feder-
al dollars from the Federal 
Railroad Administration. 
The four East River tun-
nels are the only non-LIRR-
owned tracks in the entire 
railroad system.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573

Continued from Page 1

Riders
properties. The program 
officially ended June 30, 
but lawmakers said agree-
ments were in place to pass 
a new plan.

But because of wide-
spread damage throughout 
the state caused by Hurri-
cane Sandy, the likelihood 
of a special session before 
2013 was not so bright, a 
source close to Cuomo told 
the New York Post earlier 
this month.

In a letter to both the 
governor and Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
urged lawmakers to take 
whatever steps necessary 
to ensure that benefits of a 
tax abatement serving co-
op and condominium own-
ers throughout the city re-
main intact.

“If a ‘special’ legisla-
tive session is not possible, 
then I would ask that you 
issue respective executive 
orders to retain the prop-
erty tax abatement until 

legislation is passed early 
next session to resolve this 
issue,” Avella said.

Earlier this year, state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) said 
Bloomberg’s office commit-
ted to continuing the tax 
abatement program until 
the Legislature reconvened 
to provide relief to middle-
class co-op owners. Ac-
cording to the plan, which 
Braunstein proposed, co-op 
owners would see abate-
ments rise from 17.5 per-
cent to 25 percent this year 
and more than 28 percent 
in three years. Avella said 
the program’s expiration 
would result in an increase 
of about $1,200 or more per 
unit if not retroactively 
renewed, leading to “ex-
treme financial hardships” 
for thousands of co-op and 
condo owners throughout 
the city.

Several northeast 
Queens co-op and condo 
owners came out in favor 
of Braunstein’s proposal in 
a Bay Terrace press confer-
ence earlier this year.

“Under the new and 

improved property tax 
abatement program co-ops 
and condos can continue 
to provide middle-class 
families with much-need-
ed affordable housing 
along with the pride of 
ownership,” said Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance and copresident 
of the Presidents Co-op and 
Condo Council.

Weprin said he spon-
sored the original version 
of the tax abatement bill as 
a member of the Assembly 
in 1996, which the Legisla-
ture continually renewed 
until this year.

“For most Queens co-
ops and condos, the tax 
abatement is vital, and its 
elimination would surely 
wreak havoc on the budgets 
of co-ops, condos and the 
middle-class families who 
make their homes therein,” 
Weprin said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Tax hikes

“There’s a lot of work 
that needs to happen to fi-
nalize our agreement with 
New York City over our use 
of the land and our ability 
to lease that land to build a 
stadium,” Garber said. “I do 
believe that we will resolve 
that shortly. I can’t put any 
timetable on that, but we 
are at the finish line.”

The soccer bigwig told 
the Associated Press that a 
new team could be playing 
in Queens by the start of 
the 2016 season, but the sta-
dium is not a done deal.

An agreement would 
act more like a broad frame-
work to guide further ac-
tion, ensuring both the city 
and the league understand 
each others’ terms before 
beginning the formal ap-
proval process.

That process includes 
the city and state signing 
off on the lease and giving 
the 10 acres of parkland for 
the stadium, according to 
AP.

The league would also 
need to negotiate the loca-

tion of replacement park-
land and forge an agree-
ment with the New York 
Mets over the use of their 
parking lot at nearby Citi 
Field, the AP reported.

“We need to reach an 
agreement with the city, 
with the local community 
and with the state of New 
York on replacing the land 
that we will be utilizing for 
the stadium,” Garber said.

MLS is set to take its 
proposal to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall next 

week and is also planning 
a town hall-style meeting 
to discuss improvements 
it will make to Flushing 
Meadows.

But to some civic 
groups in the borough, the 
league’s plans hardly rep-
resent an improvement.

The Fairness Coalition 
of Queens is an umbrella 
organization of nonprofits 
that opposes the displace-
ment of public parkland for 
the use of private develop-
ers.

Its leaders contend 
that the MLS project also 
needs to be considered in 
light of other developments, 
including the construction 
of a million-square-foot 
mall on parkland leased to 
the Mets for a parking lot. 
The United States Tennis 
Center is also planning to 
expand the borders of its 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center into the park 
by less than an acre.

Elected officials seem 
to be largely in favor of the 
plan, with state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) emerging as 
two vocal supporters.

Continued from Page 1

Stadium
from the peninsula still 
struggling to get back on 
its feet after Superstorm 
Sandy pummeled it nearly 
a month ago.

Although many stores 
still remained shuttered 
with no signs of life, the 
owners who had returned 
were beginning the pain-
ful process of throwing out 
water-damaged merchan-
dise, replacing destroyed 
flooring, walls and electri-
cal equipment and figuring 
out how they were going to 
pay for it all.

Cicia said he did not 
have flood insurance be-
cause he had received a let-
ter from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
telling him he did not need 
it. So now, he said, any 
damage from the waterline 
down — about 5.5 feet — 
was not covered.

Moreover, he said his 
account receivables were 
destroyed, so he is not sure 
who owes him money but 
he still owes taxes and has 
a number of automatic pay-

ments being processed.
He said he had been 

planning on opening a beer 
garden next to the Beer 
House, but that remained 
in doubt now.

“I’m basically living 
day by day,” he said.

Nearby on Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard, Neil, the 
owner of pawnshop J & J 
Jewelers, fumed that all 
the help he seemed to be 
getting was advice to take 
out a U.S. Small Business 
Association loan, which he 
said would not be enough to 
keep him afloat.

“How are we going to 
survive?” he said. “It’s a 
total disaster and FEMA 
doesn’t want to help us.”

He said he also did not 
have flood insurance, and 
many other store owners 
were in the same position 
he was in.

The pawnshop owner 
said he wanted to get a 
group of business owners 
together to demand a grant 
or else he feared they would 
not survive.

But some stores were 

open for business — even 
if it was limited. The Rock-
away Beach Inn bar, at 88-
22 Rockaway Beach Blvd., 
 which had power restored, 
opened back up about two 
weeks ago and was serving 
customers, although it was 
closing at night.

Cicia also said he sold 
alcohol in the beer garden 
space for about six hours 
on Thanksgiving, but sales 
were terrible. He said he 
only made $32 the entire 
day.

And the lack of elec-
tricity to many stores still 
hampered efforts to rebuild 
and reopen. Even though 
many shop owners had 
hooked up generators to 
provide electricity, many 
were still eager to get out of 
the area by nightfall.

One person cleaning 
up at a generator-powered 
pharmacy declined to talk 
to a visitor because his 
crew was frantically trying 
to get work done before the 
sun set. 

“We’ve got to get out 
before it gets dark,” he said. 
“It’s not safe.”

Continued from Page 1

Businesses

Major League Soccer 
Commissioner Don Garber 
briefs the borough on plans 
for a stadium weeks before an-
nouncing that the league was 
nearly finished hashing out a 
broad agreement with the city.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 2, 2012

17

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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Gift Certificates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation 
on authentic, quality 
recipes, straight from 

Germany.

Over 1,000 German Imported 
Products & A Full Butcher 

Department with BBQ 
Specialties. Including German 

Chocolates, Santa’s Advent 
Calendars, Stollen, Marzipan 
Lebkuchen and much more...

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

stammtisch com

rs

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

We are proudly serving 
Christmas Goose w/ stuffing 
everyday thru the holidays.

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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