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k e The ultimate everyday notebook is better than ever. MacBook Air® now features M B k P With a stunning Retina display, an advanced all-flash architecture, and an
M aCBOO Al r the latest Intel processors, faster graphics, faster flash storage, and a 720p ac 00 rO incredibly thin and light design, the all-new MacBook Pro pushes the limits of
FaceTime HD camera. All packed into a notebook that’s incredibly thin and light. notebook performance.
MacBook Air
Available In
11.6” DISPLAY

13.3” DISPLAY

Key Features
-The latest dual-core Intel processors
-Faster all-flash storage
-Thunderbolt and USB 3 ports
-720p FaceTime® HD camera
-Thin, light, durable design
-High-resolution display i ;

-0S X® Mountain Lion
-Up to 7 hours of battery lifet (13-inch model)
-Up to 5 hours of battery life! (11-inch model)

Key Features

-Retina™ display with 2880-by-1800 resolution. -Two USB 3 ports (compatible
The world's highest resolution notebook display. with USB 2 devices) and HDMI [
-Ultrafast all-flash architecture -SDXC card slot

‘Battery life varies by use and configuration. -The latest quad-core Intel Core i7 processors -FaceTime® HD camera

See www.apple.com/batteries for more information. -Next-generation NVIDIA graphics “Multi-Touch™ trackpad
‘Two Thunderbolt ports for connecting high-performance -Up to 7 hours of battery life
devices and transferring data at lightning speed -0S X® Mountain Lion

'Battery life varies by use and configuration. See www.apple.com/batteries for more information.
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MacBook® Pro
Available In
13.3” DISPLAY 15.4” DISPLAY

13.3” RETINA DISPLAY  15.4” RETINA DISPLAY

Now Mac® mini packs even more power, thanks to the latest dual-core and quad-core
Intel processors. It also features integrated Intel HD Graphics 4000, Thunderbolt,
USB 3, and OS X® Mountain Lion.

Key Features
- Dual-core Intel Core i5 or quad-core Intel Core i7 processor
(B - Integrated Intel HD Graphics 4000

- Thunderbolt port for connecting high-speed devices or up to
two Apple Thunderbolt Displays

- USB 3 to connect external hard drives and transfer large files

« HDMI port and included HDMI to DVI Adapter for connecting
your HDTV or DVI display

- Removable panel that makes adding memory quick and easy

- Works with almost any display, keyboard, and mouse

- 0S X® Mountain Lion

Apple®, the Apple logo, Mac, MacBook, MacBook Air, and FaceTime are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Retina and Multi-Touch
are trademarks of Apple Inc. iOS is a trademark or registered trademark of Cisco in the U.S. and other countries and is used under license.
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Bayside students
produce BID’s
winter banners

BY PHIL CORSO

New holiday banners will
soon beautify the businesses
along Bell Boulevard, courtesy
of the students of Bayside High
School.

In collaboration with the
Bayside Business Association,
the Bayside Village Business
Improvement District has been
working directly with area high
school students to implement the
new banner program, made pos-
sible by the school’s own design
service, Bayside Creative.

Cheryl Steinberg, an art
director and work-based learn-
ing coordinator at Bayside High
School, has served as chief execu-
tive officer of the in-house com-
pany, guiding students through
the ins and outs of the design
business as part of just one of the
school’s several career and tech-
nical education programs.

“The goal here is to train
the students for entry-level posi-
tions,” Steinberg said. “Coming
out of these programs, the stu-
dents are much better informed
and get a jump in the industries
they are passionate about.”

Beyond their classroom edu-
cation, students participating
in the CTE programs receive in-
ternships that partner with area
businesses and groups, such as
the Bayside BID, to connect aca-

Continued on Page 17

DOE locks out community groups

Co-op owners barred from meeting in public schools, open only to nonprofits

BY PHIL CORSO

Unless they are nonprofits,
groups looking to use the city’s
public schools have been told to
back off by the city Department of
Education, community leaders in

Queens said this week.

Bob Friedrich, the Presi-
dents Co-op and Condo Council
co-president and Glen Oaks Vil-
lage president, said he received a
letter from the DOE about a co-op
meeting he was scheduling at a

local school in the middle of No-
vember.

In the letter, Friedrich said
the DOE told him he could not
use public schools to hold meet-
ings unless his group changes
its status to nonprofit or confers

with the DOE as to why they were
meeting and whether or not it
served a public purpose.

The co-op president said he
hoped city legislation could over-
turn the policy as he had never

Continued on Page 17

WavE oF BLUE

designation as a National Blue Ribbon School. See story on Page 5.

PS 203 students wave ribbons during a musical revue, entitied “There Ain't Nothin' Like Our School!”, performed to celebrate the Oakland Gardens' school's

Photo by Christina Santucci
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- Bloomberg visits Alley Pond

Mayor thanks city workers for cleaning up park after Sandy’s wrath
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BY PHIL CORSO

Sharmin Derrick
grabbed her cellphone to
snap a photo when May-
or Michael Bloomberg
reached out to shake her
hand, thanking her and
several other city Parks
Department workers who
helped clean up after Hur-
ricane Sandy.

“This park looked
crazy after the storm,”
said Derrick, who traveled
to Alley Pond Park from
Brooklyn over the last six
months to maintain the
landscape. “There was a
lot of work to do and it feels
amazing to have the mayor
say thanks.”

Derrick said crews
were working hard at Al-
ley Pond Park before the
storm to prepare for the
high winds by pruning
loose branches and secur-
ing trees that might have
fallen. And by Sandy’s de-
parture, she said crews
worked around the clock
to make the park safe for
everyone.

Bloomberg made a
quick visit to the Oakland
Gardens section of Alley
Pond Park Friday to show
his appreciation for those
who worked to restore one
of the hardest hit city parks
in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy.

“Mother Nature is
tough,” Bloomberg told a
crew of city Sanitation De-
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partment and Parks work-
ers, who lined up at the
park to shake his hand dur-
ing his visit. “Thank you
for taking care of it.”

His appearance came
amid the sounds of chain
saws pruning damaged
trees and workers spread-
ing fresh wood chips across
the park. According to a
spokesman for Parks, the
eastern Queens park had
some of the worst effects
of Sandy with roughly 200
downed trees out of the
5,000 trees toppled in all
city parks.

The mayor shakes hands with city Parks and Sanitation workers at Alley Pond Park to say thanks for
their work after Hurricane Sandy.

Parks Commissioner
Veronica White toured the
grounds alongside the may-
or, pointing to uprooted
trees in the aftermath of
the storm. As they walked
through the park, workers
were buzzing around them
as they serviced the park.

According to White,
the city recorded 12,000
downed trees on city streets
and about 5,000 throughout
the city’s 29 acres of park
property. After surveying
the progress at the park,
Bloomberg spoke about the
future possibility of storms
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such as Sandy surging
through Queens again.

“This kind of storm is
very unlikely,” Bloomberg
said, citing the perfect
combination of Sandy’s po-
sition and timing during a
full moon, which increased
storm surge. “But we are
likely to have more storms,
more draughts. The climate
is changing.”

But looking forward,
the mayor said he was cau-
tious about committing
substantial amounts of in-
vestment into bulking up

Continued on Page 16

Glendale car group
delights St. Mary’s

BY STEVE MOSCO

Shining chrome and
roaring engines signaled
the beginning of the holi-
day season for some excited
children in Bayside.

The East Coast Car As-
sociation rolled its collec-
tion of classic cars into the
front of St. Mary’s Health
Care System for Children
Nov. 18, delivering good-
will, a day outside and
gifts galore to the hospital’s
throngs of youngsters.

“This kicks off the
holiday season for us,” said
Angela Sculti, director of
community relations for
the hospital, at 29-01 216th
St. “It is so wonderful to see
such active generosity by
the community and to see
that in the kids’ excitement
is especially wonderful.”

In its 14th annual visit
to the children’s hospital,

the Glendale-based ECCA
also donated $9,000 toward
the hospital’s new music
room, a musical healing
environment in St. Mary’s
new Patient Pavilion, which
opened in early October.

“All of the programs
and the building itself are
designed to help the heal-
ing process,” said Leslie
Johnson, director of com-
munications at St. Mary’s.
“Music and musical ther-
apy is vital to the healing
process. It helps children
express themselves and
cope with their condition.
And it’s fun.”

The children had
most of the fun during
ECCA’s toy delivery as
they checked out the clas-
sic cars. Mike Bilski, of the
ECCA and Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post No. 7336,
said all the children were

Continued on Page 16
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Oakland Gardens’ PS 203 earns Blue Ribbon honors

School among five in New York City selected for high achievement by U.S. Dept. of Education

BY PHIL CORSO

On the wall inside the lobby
of the Oakland Gardens School,
a vibrant display of blue outlined
why students at PS 203 think
their school deserved its classifi-
cation as a National Blue Ribbon
School.

“Our teachers are very be-
stowed and dedicated to chil-
dren’s education,” said fifth-grad-
er Vishnu Kumar. “Being part of
PS 203 makes me feel ebullient
and jovial.”

Kumar’s advanced use of vo-
cabulary offered a glimpse as to
why the Oakland Gardens School
filled up its auditorium last
Thursday to celebrate its clas-
sification as one of the five Blue
Ribbon schools in New York City.
Students at the school put on an
elaborate musical and theatrical
performance, packed with blue-
themed songs and dances to songs
such as “Blue Moon” and “Blue
Suede Shoes” to an audience full
of school and city officials as well

www.wilshirebank.com

Students take the stage during the musical revue, “There Ain't Nothin' Like Our

School!”

as their peers.

The National Blue Ribbon
Award honors both public and
private elementary, middle and
high schools where students per-
form at high levels or where sig-
nificant improvements are made
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in student achievement. In the
award’s 30-year history, the hon-
or has been bestowed upon more
than 7,000 schools throughout the
country.

“This is a team effort,” city
Schools Chancellor Dennis Wal-

cott told the packed room to open
up the celebration ceremony. “It’s
not just the principal, not just the
teachers, not just the parent co-
ordinators, not just the students
and not just the parents. It’s all
these people who helped win this
prestigious award.”

The school’s dedication to
the arts was on full display in the
ceremony’s opening performance
in which students and faculty
members sang songs and acted
out scenes to explain the signifi-
cance of the award.

Principal Carole Nussbaum,
who has led PS 203 for about two
decades, said she could not be
more proud to be at the helm of
the school, which was one of only
269 schools nationwide to receive
the Blue Ribbon distinction for
overall excellence in 2012.

“Our school won this award
because we performed at a very
high level,” Nussbaum said. “We
will continue to work hard to be a
school of excellence.”

Only one other school in
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Queens received the distinction
this year in nearby Floral Park,
where small PS 191 also celebrat-
ed its new blue status,

Joining in on the celebra-
tions were several political fig-
ures, including city Comptroller
John Liu, City Councilman Mark
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens)
and state Sens. Toby Stavisky
(D-Flushing) and Tony Avella (D-
Bayside).

Liu, who also attended PS
203 as a boy and graduated as the
school’s valedictorian, said it was
a great day for the students, par-
ents and staff.

“To be nationally recognized
is no small feat and they deserve
every ounce of congratulations,”
Liu said. “This shows what our
schools in New York City are ca-
pable of.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or
by phone at 718-260-4573.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020
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City Council lines redrawn

Districting commission takes second look at Flushing's Mitchell-Linden

BY JOE ANUTA

In a feat of legal gym-
nastics, the commission in
charge of redrawing the
City Council districts Tues-
day took back its supposed
final version to make fur-
ther changes and reunited
Flushing’s Mitchell-Linden
co-op and condo complex
into the same district.

The 15-member com-
mission is mandated by
the City Charter to redraw
the lines every decade in
response to population
changes identified by the
U.S. census. In mid-Novem-
ber, it had completed its
task and sent a final draft
of the lines to the Council.

But those lines drew
outrage from civics in
Queens and across the city
for splitting several com-
munities, like Mitchell-Lin-
den, and specifically tailor-
ing a district to include the
home of embattled state As-
semblyman Vito Lopez (D-
Brooklyn) in the Council
seat he is eyeing next year.

Changes to the Brook-
Iyn seat and the splitting
of Mitchell-Linden were

L

The City Districting Committee convenes to withdraw maps previously submitted to the City Council.

reversed Tuesday by the
commission, which did not
formally adopt the new dis-
tricts but included them in
maps that will be presented
to the public for a third
round of public hearings.

“These are the chang-
es that the commission was
asked to adopt,” said Carl
Hum, executive director for
the New York Districting
Commission.

Hum had told
TimesLedger Newspapers
in November that after the
group released its final ver-
sion of the maps Nov. 16,
he thought the Charter re-
quired that the maps move

to the Council for review.
In other words, he believed
there was no time to hold
another round of public
hearings despite a sharp
public backlash.

Along with the lines,
the commission also sub-
mitted a letter to the Coun-
cil indicating a further
round of public hearings
would have been desirable.

According to Hum, the
commission then contacted
the city Law Department to
see if there was any wiggle
room in the Charter allow-
ing them to take back the
maps. Hum said that pro-
cess had nothing to do with

Photo by Joe Anuta

a letter he received from
Council Speaker Christine
Quinn (D-Manhattan) also
requesting a new version
in response to anger over
the lines.

On Tuesday morning,
the commission voted to
formally withdraw its maps
from the Council, hold pub-
lic hearings over the next
several weeks and have
new maps by late January
for the Council’s consider-
ation.

But former state Sen.
Frank Padavan took um-
brage with Tuesday morn-
ing’s decision, abstaining

Continued on Page 64

Smith splits to work with Senate GOP

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St.
Albans), who earlier this year tested
the waters for a Republican nomina-
tion in next year’s mayoral race, will
break from the Democratic Party to
work with the GOP when the Senate
reconvenes in January.

At stake is control of the state
Senate, where Democrats appear to
have won a majority of the seats in the
November election. But Smith’s deci-
sion to join Republicans in a power-
sharing arrangement will prevent the
Democrats from exercising their clout
as the party with the most members
in the upper house.

Two years ago our Democratic
senators, led by Bronx Sen. Jeffrey
Klein, broke from their party to form
the Independent Democratic Confer-
ence and caucus with the Republi-

State Sen. Malcolm Smith plans to caucus
with the Independent Democrats, who will
share power with Senate Republicans.

cans.

On Tuesday, the Republicans
and the IDC announced a new part-
nership in which the two conferences
will share power in the new legisla-
tive session.

In a statement issued by both

conferences, Smith said he was join-
ing the IDC in the name of bipartisan-
ship.

“Our state’s biggest issues are too
important to address on a narrowly
focused, partisan basis,” Smith said.
“Over the past two years, Sen. Klein
and his colleagues in the IDC have
shown that they’re driven by policy,
not politics. They have delivered on
an impressive bipartisan agenda,
have stayed true to their Democratic
principles and have laid the ground-
work for an historic bipartisan model
of governing.”

In August, Smith met with the
five county Republican chairs in New
York City to discuss running for may-
or on the GOP ticket. Because he is
a registered Democrat, Smith would
need the endorsement of three out of
five county chairs.

Smith is no stranger to shifting

Continued on Page 64

Civic Virtue statue
heads to Brooklyn

BY STEVE MOSCO

While the borough
was cleaning up after Hur-
ricane Sandy, a city agency
approved a resolution to
send a much-maligned stat-
ue packing to Brooklyn.

“The Triumph of Civic
Virtue,” a statue looming
large near Borough Hall in
Kew Gardens, is heading
for its final resting place
at Green-Wood Cemetery,
where descendants of the
statue’s sculptor, Frederick
MacMonnies, are buried.

The statue, depicting
a nude man personifying
civic virtue standing over
the two sisters of vice and
corruption, has stood out-
side Borough Hall since the
1940s after Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia moved it from
City Hall, where it suppos-
edly offended him.

Criticism of the statue
from the LaGuardia days
crossed the river right
along with it, as former
Borough President Claire
Shulman tried to get it
moved and former U.S. Rep.
Anthony Weiner called the
statue “offensive” to wom-
en — prior to his sexting
scandal.

Borough President
Helen Marshall’s office con-
firmed the city Public De-
sign Commission approved
the relocation of the statue
and said the space will now
honor women.

“Borough  President
Marshall is pleased that the

statue will be restored and
will work to see that the
base of the statue, which
will remain here, will be
transformed into a public
sitting area with benches
and landscaping,” said the
spokesman. “She would
also like the public area to
pay tribute to outstanding
women who have made a
significant contribution to
our borough and city.”

But not everyone is so
quick to applaud the reloca-
tion of the stone carving.
City Councilman Peter
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said
the authorization to move
the statue was done in se-
cret, and he believes there
should be time for public
comment.

“This is a historically
significant statue and the
only one of its kind that
I know of,” he said. “It’s
an allegory for virtue tri-
umphing over vice and cor-
ruption — a message that
we need today.”

The councilman, who
has two daughters, said he
does not believe the statue
debases women and said “if
you think this is anti-wom-
an, then there are lots of
other statues out there that
you must oppose.”

Vallone has been out-
spoken about this statue
in the past and said he has
never heard from any resi-
dents who are offended by
the statue and believe it
should be moved.

Continued on Page 20

“Triumph of Civic Virtue" is on its way to Brooklyn after the city

authorized its move.

Photo by Christina Santucci



BY STEVE MOSCO

The Rockaway com-
munity still waits for its
share of federal aid after
Mayor Michael Bloomberg
visited Washington, D.C.,
last week to lobby for re-
lief funds. Bloomberg said
he met leaders from both
houses of Congress and
both parties to describe
the recovery efforts and
explain why the city needs
$9.8 billion, backing Gov.
Andrew Cuomo’s request
for $42 billion in federal re-
lief aid for the state.

“Our reception was
very good — everyone we
talked to understands the
severity of the hurricane
damage and the need to
help,” the mayor said.

While Bloomberg said
the reception in Washing-
ton was good, the same
could not be said for the

mayor’s reception on a
Rockaway beach Sunday,
when close to 300 residents
and activists rallied on the
sand near Beach 86th Street
to declare their opposition
to the mayor’s statement
that he wants all board-
walks in the Rockaways
rebuilt with concrete.

Residents, includ-
ing John Cori, co-founder
of Friends of Rockaway
Beach, believe rock jetties
helped to stave off complete
devastation.

As conditions in Rock-
away changed from the
storm, so did the lives of the
peninsula’s pets. A clinic in
Far Rockaway was knocked
temporarily out of commis-
sion with minor damages,
but was restored within
days.

“There was a lot of
devastation,” said Dr. John
Charos, chief operating of-

Rockaway bears deep scars from Sandy

Communities along Queens peninsula continue healing process following last month's hurricane

A kitchen sink and cabinet dangle above the sand in a damaged home on the beach in Belle Harbor.
Photo by Christina Santucci

Sinkholes present new challenge
in storm-ravaged Far Rockaway

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in storm-
battered Far Rockaway
have learned to expect
the unexpected and even
a large hole in the ground
can appear without much
fanfare at all.

While spending yet an-
other day cleaning out his
house on Beach 67th Street,
Jorge Howard glanced to-
ward his garage where a
gaping sinkhole had ap-
peared between his and a
neighbor’s house. Barely
acknowledging its exis-
tence, Howard shrugged
as he bent down to pick up
more debris.

“I can’t worry about
that right now,” Howard
said of the hole, which mea-

sured close to 6 feet wide.
“I'm trying to make my
house liveable again. That
hole is on my neighbor’s
property and it looks like it
goes right under her house.
She better check the foun-
dation.”

Howard’s neighbor
was not at home, but a
friend who was at the house
said the homeowner had
called a few different city
agencies about the sinkhole
and she was expecting an
inspection soon.

A spokesman with the
city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection said
it had received phone calls
about sinkholes in the
Rockaways, but the depart-
ment can only recommend
that residents call the city

Department of Buildings to
inspect any damage.

The DOB did not re-
turn requests for comment.

The nonchalant How-
ard, too busy to inspect the
pit himself, was preoccu-
pied with thoughts of grow-
ing up in Panama playing
tennis.

“Those days were defi-
nitely better than today,
that’s for sure,” said How-
ard, as he donned a breath-
ing mask and headed back
into his house.

Residents reminiscing
about better times are a
common occurrence these
days in Far Rockaway, but
there is plenty of optimism
about the future as well.

Arlene Phipps, who

Continued on Page 64

ficer of CVA and lead coor-
dinator for the New York
City Veterinary Emergen-
cy Response Team and Ani-
mal Planning Task Force.
“There is a lot of need out
there and we have taken a
lot of animals in since the
storm.”

The group has been
providing relief in hard-hit
areas, including the Rock-
aways, where Charos said
some residents were tak-
ing in animals who would
have otherwise been left
stranded or needed to be
put to sleep.

“The community there
is phenomenal,” Charos
said. “Everyone is working

together.”
Residents in Rockaway
neighborhoods  wrecked

by the storm are also deal-

ing with sinkholes. A large

sinkhole appeared on Beach
Continued on Page 64

Flood insurance rate hikes
could alter boro shoreline

BY JOE ANUTA

Some flood insurance
premiums are set to double
after federal legislation was
enacted over the summer,
and portions of Queens res-
idents recovering along the
borough’s southern coast
will be affected more than
others.

The National Flood In-
surance Program, overseen
by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, is the
sole agency that backs flood
insurance to homeowners.

In response to the fed-
eral program’s increasing
debt, Congress passed a
bill called the Biggert-Wa-
ters Act of 2012, signed by
the president in July, that
seeks to make the program

Many Breezy Point residents whose homes were destroyed want

to rebuild, but rising flood insurance rates may make it financially

difficult.

solvent by increasing pre-
miums, ending subsidies
and including more homes
in its base.

Flood insurance is re-
quired for anyone engaged
in a federally backed mort-
gage living in what FEMA
determines is a flood-risk

area.

An average policy in a
high-risk area runs about
$1,000 to $3,000 annually,
but for many homeown-
ers premiums will double
within a few years under
the new law, according to

Continued on Page 64
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U.S. News & World Report named Winthrop-University Hospital one of the Best Hospitals in the N.Y. Metro Region,
with 11 High-Performing Specialties. They’'ve also honored our Children’s Medical Center again this year as one
of the Best Children’s Hospitals in the entire nation, and recognized our leadership in two pediatric specialties:
Urology and Diabetes & Endocrinology. Winthrop achieves this award-winning care across so many specialties —

and through every stage of life — by keeping one powerful idea in mind: Your Health Means Everything.

WINTHROP

University Hospital
Your Health Means Everything.

259 Tirst Street, Mineola, New York 11501 - 1.866.WINTHROP - winthrop.org




Rockaways residents
rally for rock jetties

BY REBECCA HENELY

Shortly after Mayor
Michael Bloomberg said
he wanted the boardwalks
in the Rockaways to be re-
built with concrete, about
300 residents and activists
from the peninsula and be-
yond gathered on the beach
Sunday to declare rock jet-
ties are what saved the surf
from complete devastation.

“Jetties work,” said
John Cori, co-founder of
the civic group Friends of
Rockaway Beach, which
has advocated for replen-
ishment of the beach in the
past. “Jetties work very
well.”

Cori’s  organization

Corps of Engineers, said
in response, “The Army
Corps is still assessing the
alternatives and we’ll need
to evaluate the assessments
in the light of the changed
condition post-Hurricane
Sandy.”

Many civic and com-
munity leaders spoke in fa-
vor of building rock jetties
and encouraged the resi-
dents to continue to lobby
elected officials not only
to get jetties installed but
to fight to ensure the com-
munity has a seat at the
table as the boardwalk and
beach are rebuilt.

“We are the stakehold-
ers in the community. We
decide,” said Noreen Ellis,

held a rally Sun- president of the
day  afternoon S U PERSTO RM Rockaway Civic
on the sand near SANDY Association.

Beach86thStreet.

The beach in that area has
rock jetties installed, and
while the lumber and con-
crete boardwalk was dam-
aged in the area, the group
said areas with jetties fared
better when Superstorm
Sandy hit the peninsula at
the end of October.

Bloomberg had told
The Wave, the weekly news-
paper in the Rockaways,
that in the wake of the
storm, the concrete board-
walks held up better than
the lumber ones.

“There will be no
more wooden boardwalks
in Rockaway or anywhere
else,” he said.

But those at the rally
said the jetties were what
kept the boardwalk from
being completely decimat-
ed. The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and the state
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation have
been doing a study since
the early 2000s on beach
erosion in Rockaway, but
the residents said the time
to act is now.

“No more studies,”
said Lew Simon, an activ-
ist from the peninsula. “It
is quite obvious that the
jetties saved this end of the
boardwalk.”

Hector Mosley, spokes-
man for the U.S. Army

“We can’t let the
Army Corps of Engineers
sit on their tuchus and wait
for areport.”

Some of those elected
officials were already on
board. State Assemblyman
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone
Park) said Rockaway resi-
dents band together to fight
for their community.

“We need to be sending
the message we know what
we need, we need to get it
done now,” Goldfeder said.

City Councilman Er-
ich Ulrich (R-Ozone Park)
said he would work to make
sure the residents’ voices
were heard.

“Rockaway, I believe,
like the phoenix, is going
to rise from the ashes,” he
said.

Averne resident James Hartley

carries his daughter Maya, 5, on

his shoulders during the rally.
Photo by Christina Santucci

MLS pitches Queens stadium

Soccer league presents plan to Marshall, but boro leaders uneasy

Major Leaque Soccer President Mark Abbott discusses the league’s plans to put a stadium in Flusing Meadows Corona Park.

BY JOE ANUTA

Major League Soccer
presented plans for a sta-
dium in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Monday
night to the borough presi-
dent and civic leaders from
around the borough, who
expressed concern about
the impact to existing traf-
fic problems and several
crucial aspects of the proj-
ect that are still vague.

Mark Abbott, president
of the league, stood in front
of Borough President Helen
Marshall and the heads of
community boards from
across Queens, explain-
ing how the league plans
to proceed with building a
25,000-person capacity sta-
dium — that in the future
will be expanded to hold
35,000 people — on about 10
to 13 acres of parkland cur-
rently occupied by a foun-
tain left over from the 1964
World’s Fair.

“We’re here to be a
partner with the park,”
said Abbott.

The league hopes to
have the stadium operating
in time for the 2016 season,

but the plan still has sev-
eral pieces missing.

For example, the
league has yet to announce
an owner to finance and
build the $300 million to
$400 million stadium. MLS
would also be required to
replace the parkland that
would be taken up by the
stadium. The league has
toured several sites and is
seeking community input
into where the new park-
land should be located,
though few specifics have
emerged aside from a pos-
sible location along the
Flushing River on city-
owned property in Willets
Point.

“'m not optimistic
they will find suitable
replacement land,” City
Councilman Peter Vallone
Jr. (D-Astoria) said after
the meeting.

MLS still has to reach
an agreement with the New
York Mets to share the park-
ing lot at Citi Field, accord-
ing to Abbott, and a traffic
study is still being conduct-
ed, although the league
estimates about 4,000 car
trips for each game, a num-
ber which would be able

to fit into existing park-
ing structures at Citi Field
should an agreement be
hammered out.

The league is also still
in negotiations with the
city as to any tax breaks or
revenue sharing regarding
the operation and construc-
tion of the stadium, though
Abbott said that talks have
focused on MLS not paying
for the parkland but rather
investing $10 million into
the park.

Part of that money
would go toward building
new soccer fields around
the stadium, but unlike the
tennis courts at the Billie
Jean National Tennis Cen-
ter, once the soccer fields
are built, they will be the
responsibility of the city
Parks Department to main-
tain.

CB 2 Chairman Joe
Conley was not happy with
the project and called the
deal a “land grab.”

“I’'d much rather peo-
ple say ‘not for sale,” he
said. “One of the things
we don’t have enough of is
open space in Queens.”

But Abbott also touted
the economic benefits of

Photo by Joe Anuta

having a stadium there and
said hundreds of business-
es were in support.

“Fans who patronize
the games will also patron-
ize their businesses,” he
said.

But Queens business
leaders have said in the past
that the neighborhoods on
either side of the park, Co-
rona and Flushing, do not
see a significant boost from
other sporting events.

Seth Bornstein, execu-
tive director of the Queens
Economic Development
Corp., commented during
this year’s US Open in Au-
gust that he would like to
see more people patroniz-
ing businesses in the bor-
ough, though many hotels
in the area were booked
solid.

Jerry Iannece, chair-
man of CB 11, commented
that the economic benefits
promised by the Mets dur-
ing the construction of Citi
Field never materialized.

Reach reporter Joe
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
718-260-4566.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Calendar Of Events At

FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING
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COME AND BE A PART OF OUR SYNAGOGUE FAMILY ALL YEAR LONG!

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

Rabbi Michael Weisser
Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus

Cantor Steven Pearlston
Paul Klein, President

Sabbath Evening Service
Each Friday Evening at 8:00 p.m.

Informal Worship & Torah Study
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Mindfulness Meditation
Each Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

DECEMBER 2012 CLASSES AND EVENTS

Wednesdays Adult Education ......cccceeerereeneesennnnnnnnnneee. 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 5, 12,19 With Rabbi Michael Weisser-P'sukei D'Zimra/Verses
of Song and Exploration of Special Liturgy.

Thursdays Adult Hebrew Class 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 6, 13,20 With Cantor Steven Pearlston.

Sundays, Dec. 9, 16 Hebrew Class .....cccccciiimememninnnnesmsssssnnne 10:30 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 5,12, 19,26 B’nai Mitzvah Class .......ccccccccummnnnnnnnnnnnns 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 9 Klezmer Dance Party at FLUSHING TOWN HALL

137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY.

1:00 p.m. Dancing / 2:00 p.m. Concert

Please Call 718-463-7700, ext 222 for ticket
information. A portion of all tickets sales will be
donated to Free Synagogue of Flushing Restoration
Fund.

Thursday, Dec. 13 Chanukah Party at La Fusta Restaurant 7:00p.m.

Candle lighting, music, fun with friends and good
food. Non-Member Couvert: $42.50. Reservations
Required.

Friday, Dec. 14 Shabbat/Chanukah Celebration ........ccccousee 8:00 p.m.

Bring your Menorahs. Latke Party following services.

Wednesday, Dec. 26 Lunch and Learn .......cccccccnmnnnnnnsnnnnnnnnn 12:00 p.m.

With Rabbi Michael Weisser.

Please call to register for classes
718-961-0030

Check our website for updates
www.freesynagogue.org

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we
relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

- Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 Sanford Ave. Flushing NY 11355

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places
www.freesynagogue.org ¢ 718. 961.0030 ¢ info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking ® Two blocks from 7 train & LIRR Main St. ¢ Flushing Station

POLICE

Blotter

Whitestone man given 10 years in bomb plot

MANHATTAN — An Algerian im-
migrant who formerly lived in Whitestone
pleaded guilty to multiple synagogue bomb
plots Tuesday in a Manhattan state court,
the Manhattan DA said.

Ahmed Ferhani, who lived on 143rd
Street, had sought to pose as an Hasidic
Jew and plant bombs in multiple syna-
gogues around the city, according to the
NYPD.

State Supreme Court Justice Michael
Obus agreed to sentence Ferhanito 10 years
in prison and five years of post-release su-
pervision pending a presentence report,
though prosecutors had sought 14 years,
according to a report in Bloomberg.

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly
had encouraging words for Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cyrus Vance.

“He rose to the occasion in making
sure Ahmed Ferhani received significant
jail time,” Kelly said in a statement. “In his
allocution, Ferhani made clear — as our in-
telligence division detectives documented
- that he intended to attack a Manhattan
synagogue with a hand grenade and gun-
fire for the purpose of intimidating and co-
ercing the Jewish population of New York
City.”

Ahmed Ferhani is set to be sentenced to 10
years behind bars after he was arraigned in 2011

for plotting to blow up New York synagogues.
AP Photo/Louis Lanzano

AG cites four boro gas stations with gouging

FLUSHING — State Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman informed four Queens
gas stations that he will initiate enforce-
ment proceedings against owners after the
fuel depots allegedly violated the state’s
price gouging law in the wake of Super-
storm Sandy.

The stations included a Getty station
located at 141-50 Union Turnpike in Au-
burndale, a Gulf station located at 60-90 El-
liot Ave. in Maspeth, a Shell station located
at 92-10 Astoria Blvd. in East ElImhurst and
a Sunoco station located at 18-84 Flushing

Ave. in Ridgewood.

“Our office will continue to take en-
forcement actions against price gougers
because ripping off New Yorkers is against
the law,” Schneiderman said.

Consumer complaints at each station
pegged prices anywhere from $4.65 to $10
in some cases, according to the AG.

A total of 25 gas stations in New York
City have been suspected of price gouging.

Man charged in bottle bash at Flushing bar: DA

FLUSHING — A barfight brawl ended
with one man in cuffs and another in an
area hospital, according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office.

On Nov. 23 at about 10:40 p.m., Young
Bo Park got into a verbal dispute inside
Palazzo Grill and Bar, located at 154-27
Roosevelt Ave.

The 32-year-old then picked up a glass
bottle and allegedly smashed it over the
head of his adversary, according a crimi-
nal complaint from the DA.

Park was charged with two counts
of assault, while his victim’s head was
patched up with 20 stiches and one staple,
according to the complaint.

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)
and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.




MYRTLE AVE

HOLIDAY SAVINGS

EVERY DAY of the WEEK on MYRTLE AVENUE
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Ave., & Fresh Pond Rd.)
& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores WHERE

will be open late

during the SANTA SHOPS!!

holiday season.

Check individval FREE CANDY Bring Your Own Camera

stores for hours ——

Sunday, December 9th
12pm - 2pm
Venditti Square
(Myrile Ave, & Nicholas Ave.)

WATCH FOR THE MYRTLE AVENUE

éWMMSWW

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT Dec. 6"‘ & Dec. 7“'

Like us on VISIT OUR WEBSITE: . .
ﬁ Facebook www Ridgewood-WV.com & The Myrtle Avenue store listing

delivered in the Ridgewood area featuring MONEY SAVING COUPONS
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SAVE FLusHING HiGH

Three Queens high schools — Law, Government and
Community Service and Business, Computer Applica-
tions and Entrepreneurship in Cambria Heights as well
as Flushing — remain on a list of 24 schools the city has
targeted for closure.

They received a “D” on the DOE’s annual report card.
The city Department of Education recently released the
2011-12 progress reports for city high schools. They com-
bine attendance rates, school surveys, performance on
standardized tests and progress toward graduation.

The final decision will be made early next year and
must be approved by the city Panel for Educational Policy.

Low scores are reason for concern, but closing and re-
opening schools with new names and teachers was a bad
idea last year when it was challenged in court by the teach-
ers union. It continues to be bad.

For more than a year the department has failed to
persuade Queens communities why closing schools makes
sense. If a school is failing, find the problem and fix it. This
may require changing the school’s leadership, but closing
the school should not be an option.

Schools are part of communities. DOE bureaucrats
fail to understand the impact that closing Flushing HS and
reopening it with a new name would have.

If the DOE continues down this path, Queens taxpay-
ers will pay for lawyers to defend a policy they oppose.

The people of Flushing want their children to get
the best possible education, but closing a school that has
been part of the community for generations and reopening
it with a new name no one will remember doesn’t make
sense.

Tell the mayor to save Flushing HS and its teachers.

BackING OFF Stop-
AND-FRISK

We were pleased to learn that the number of stop-and-
frisks conducted by city police is in decline in nearly every
Queens precinct. The policy, designed to remove illegal
guns from the city, was well-intentioned but a failure.

There is no indication that stop-and-frisk reduced
gun violence and gun-related crimes have not increased in
areas where the campaign has been cut back.

According to New York Civil Liberties Union Execu-
tive Director Donna Lieberman, stop-and-frisk has a 90
percent failure rate.

ROZ LISTON

TimesLEDGERNewspapers | Eaitor

COLIN DEVRIES

ASTORIA TIMES = BAYSIDE TIMES Managing Editor

FLUSHING TIMES = FOREST HILLS LEDGER
FRESH MEADOWS TIMES
JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES = JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES = LITTLE NECK LEDGER
QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES = RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
(718) 260-4545
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Sales Manager
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V.P. of Advertising
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IT'S A CITY TREE ON YOUR HOUSE , 50 YOU'RE IN VIOLATION

Sandy first responders deserve gratitude

s our area is still
reeling from the sav-
age blows from Hur-
ricane Sandy, we
need to mindful of the hero-
ism of our first responders.

They made daring
rescues of those trapped
by surging tides and roar-
ing winds, and struggled
to contain the raging
firestorm that engulfed
and destroyed more than
100 homes in Breezy Point
in the Rockaways.

Our firefighters, po-
lice officers, EMTs and oth-
er emergency personnel, as
well as countless others,

EDITORIAL STAFF

braved horrendous condi-
tions to render assistance
to those who were in dan-
ger during the hurricane.
We owe all of these heroes
and heroines our grateful
gratitude.

When adversity
strikes, they always rise
to fight against it. Hurri-
cane Sandy, a maelstrom of
death and destruction from
the tropics, has touched the
lives of every person in our
tri-state area with various
degrees of severity. We hope
our federal government
will aid this stricken area
as quickly as possible and

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

work in tandem with local
and state governments to
bring relief in the form of
restored electrical service,
food, shelter and clothing
to the thousands of people
who have lost their homes
and other possessions.

Thousands still re-
main without power, heat
and water, and with temper-
atures dropping to below 40
degrees at night, conditions
will become dangerous for
them, especially the elderly,
those with life-threatening
medical conditions, infants
and children.

The landscape of our
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coastline, from New Jersey
to Connecticut, has been
changed forever by the hur-
ricane. The storm also has
wrought an arbori-cultural
disaster, uprooting tens
of thousands of trees all
across the region, some of
which had stood for more
than 100 years or more.

But we are tough and
will recover and bounce
back stronger and better
than before.
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Fresh Meadows
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Implement early, mail-in voting

ew York state needs

to take a long, hard

look at how elec-

tions are conducted.
During this year’s presi-
dential election, there were
long lines of people all over
the state waiting to cast
their ballots. Some did not
have the time to stand on a
long line, and so forfeited
their vote. In areas where
devastation resulted from
Hurricane Sandy, voting
was difficult. Some people
had other priorities on
their minds.

A 15-hour window for
voting during a single day
is insufficient in an elec-
tion where millions are to
decide who our country’s
leader will be for the next
four years. Why doesn’t
New York have early voting
like other states or even vot-
ing by mail? This would in-
crease participation, allow
for emergencies that devel-
op and be a convenience to
people who have busy lives
and many responsibilities.
Bad weather on Election
Day would not be as bad if

voting was spread out over
time or done through the
mail.

If the state employs
early voting or voting by
mail, it may affect posi-
tively on the problem of
low voter turnout and apa-
thy. If people had more op-
portunity to cast a ballot,
it would seem logical that
more voters would take
advantage of such a system
and be involved in the elec-
tion process. Isn’t that what
democracy is all about?

Perhaps the state
Board of Elections should
try early voting and/or
mail-in voting first during
off-year elections, where
there is little to vote for or
where there are few com-
petitiveraces. The 2011 elec-
tion is a prime example. I
understand that in Queens
less than 10 percent of reg-
istered voters participated
that year.

Instead of wasting
millions of dollars to hire
poll workers to sit wait-
ing for relatively few voter
participants, wouldn’'t it

make more sense to mail
ballots to registered voters
for those elections? Pri-
mary elections, which are
infamous for low turnout,
should be handled by mail
as well.

If this method proves
successful and cost effec-
tive, the BOE should con-
sider having all elections
conducted by mail. There
would be no need to pur-
chase expensive voting
machines for every elec-
tion district or employ poll
workers, little chance for
voter suppression and no
excuse for the electorate to
not take advantage of their
right to choose their lead-
ers.

I believe early vot-
ing or even voting by mail
would be an improvement
over the antiquated system
we have in place now and
bring more people into the
election process.

Henry Euler
Bayside

Soccer stadivm poll sounds dubious

ajor League Soccer

is a private, for-

profit sports busi-

nesses and much
hoopla was announced over
a poll of people in Queens
indicating 71 percent sup-
port a soccer stadium in
Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, 21 percent are
against it and 8 percent are
undecided (“Survey finds
Queens wants soccer sta-
dium,” TimesLedger News-
papers, Nov. 15-21).

With all due respect to
TimesLedger, the aforesaid
headline is not supported
when the alleged survey is
scrutinized.

The poll consisted of
650 respondents: 500 from
around Queens and 150
selected from Corona and
Flushing. Sixty percent of
the people said they had

seen or read nothing of sub-
stance about the plan, so a
survey based on that is as
worthless as the plan itself.
The 2010 U.S. census deter-
mined that the population
of Queens was 2,230,722, so
in that context a purported
poll of 650 people would not
professionally qualify as a
legitimate poll.

Furthermore, the poll
was commissioned and paid
for by MLS and conducted
by Global Strategy Group,
a registered lobbyist for
MLS. This hardly suggests
an impartial poll. In sug-
gesting there is “tremen-
dous support for the sta-
dium,” MLS is engaging in
Madison Avenue nonsense
so absurd it is qualified for
admission to the Chutzpah
Hall of Shame.

That some politicians

support the stadium in the
park should come a no sur-
prise since few of them have
the intellectual capacity to
understand urban parks
are a necessity for the poor
and middle class and not
for the benefit of real estate
moguls and wealthy busi-
ness owners.

When John Garner
gave up his U.S. House of
Representatives seat to run
as Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
vice president in 1932 and
realized the job was es-
sentially powerless, he de-
scribed it as “not worth a
bucket of warm spit.”

Garner’s statement
accurately describes the
value of the MLS poll.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Do not let condo, co-op taxes rise

ecent news reports
indicating that the
state Legislature
may not reconvene
this year could be bad news
for Queens co-op and condo
owners. At the end of the
legislative session in June,
leaders reached a deal to
extend and enhance the co-
op and condo real property
tax abatement, which was
due to expire.
Unfortunately, the Leg-
islature adjourned without
enacting the measure, in-
stead planning to take up
the issue at the end of this
year. Ifthe Legislature does
not meet before the year is
out, co-ops and condos may
face skyrocketing tax bills
in January 2013. This can-
not be allowed to happen.
In 1996, as a state as-
semblyman, I sponsored
the original version of the
co-op and condo real prop-
erty tax abatement, which
partially addresses the real
property tax code’s adverse
impact on co-op and condo
owners. The Legislature

has continually renewed
the benefit until this year,
and the agreement that was
reached in June would al-
low the continuation of the
abatement.

While New York state
still needs to conduct a top-
to-bottom evaluation of the
real property tax system
and reform it permanently
in a way that is fair for all
New Yorkers, the abate-
ment goes a long way to-
ward providing some relief
for beleaguered co-op and
condo taxpayers.

The bill would, for
the first time, increase
the value of the tax abate-
ment for middle-class own-
ers while limiting the tax
break for those whose own
apartments they do not use
as primary residences or
those who own units valued
above a certain level.

These measures would
help local residents deal
with the outrageous real
property tax assessment
increases the city Depart-
ment of Finance has im-

posed over the past few
years. I have successfully
fought alongside co-op and
condo leaders to limit the
increases, and the pas-
sage of the co-op/condo tax
abatement bill by the Legis-
lature represents our best
opportunity to stabilize the
situation in the short term.

For most Queens co-
ops and condos, the tax
abatement is vital, and its
elimination would surely
wreak havoc on the budgets
of co-ops, condos and the
middle-class families who
make their homes therein.

I urge Gov. Andrew
Cuomo to call the Legisla-
ture into session as soon
as possible to address this
matter, and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg to do every-
thing in his power to avoid
sending out painfully high
property tax bills to co-ops
and condos next year.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman
(D-Oakland Gardens)

GOP ticket lost over bad message

he election is over
and the losers are in
post-election  mor-
tem dissecting what
went wrong? They will
have four years to figure
it out. If they do not come
to the conclusion that they
had the wrong message and
the wrong messengers with
which to deliver it, they can
look forward to the same
results four years hence.
As for the messengers,
a look at the votes not cast
in their favor by those who
knew each candidate best
is an indicator of the level

of esteem in which they are
held by those whom they
served directly. Michigan,
Republican  presidential
candidate Mitt Romney’s
family’s home turf, went for

the other guy.
And then there was
Massachusetts.  Romney

was governor there and
it also went for the other
guy. Obviously voters there
were not impressed enough
with his governorship to
vote for him again, this
time for president.

Then there was the
other guy, young gun and

Republican vice presiden-
tial candidate Paul Ryan
who not only lost his home
state of Wisconsin, where
he is a U.S. representative,
but his hometown of Janes-
ville.

If this is the loyalty
they have earned by those
who had experienced their
leadership, our country is
fortunate not having to un-
dergo the same.

Nicholas Zizelis
Amagansett

CLARIFICATIONS

An article in the Nov. 29-Dec. 5 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have quoted state Sen. Jose Peralta
as saying that the entrance of Sen. Tony Avella into the race for borough president would have no impact on his

candidacy.

An article in the Nov. 29-Dec. 5 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have identified AirServ and Global
International as security companies contracting with airlines at John F. Kennedy International Airport.
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Queens GOP must stop infighting if it wants to survive

William
Lewis

Political
Action

ince the early, 1980s

there have been dis-

putes over leadership

within the Queens
Republican Party, which
has led to periodic election
contests in the form of dis-
trict leadership primaries,
in addition to contests for
members of the county
committee.

A county convention
will be held in September
2013. At that time, the coun-
ty chairman, various coun-
ty officers and the county
executive committee will be
elected by the county com-
mittee members, including
those present at the conven-

tion and also through proxy
votes cast.

During the last several
county conventions, the
county leader, Phil Ragu-
sa, and his slate of officers
have been challenged by in-
surgents. Ragusa has won
these intra-party fights
each time he has been chal-
lenged.

One of the key insur-
gent leaders has been City
Councilman Eric Ulrich
(R-Ozone Park). Up until
his recent defeat for state
Senate by incumbent Sen.
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard
Beach) in the 15th District
in western Queens, Ulrich
was being referred to as a
rising star in the Queens
Republican Party.

The Republican Sen-
ate campaign committee
poured huge amounts of
money into that race, but
Addabbo won by a sub-
stantial margin. He, at this

time, is leading 57 percent
to 43 percent before all the
paper ballots are counted.

Ulrich sent out a con-
siderable amount of nega-
tive mailings attacking his
opponent. Whereas nega-
tive campaigning does at
times have a successful
outcome, in the case of this
race it did not. Addabbo did
not use negative campaign-
ing. He campaigned on his
accomplishments in the
state Legislature and what
he hopes to accomplish in
the future.

It is hoped that with
an increasing number of
Queens Republican activ-
ists, there will be no inter-
nal party battle for leader-
ship next year.

In Ulrich’s case, he
needs to spend most of his
time campaigning for re-
election to his Council seat
in the 32nd District.

It is time for Ulrich

What is at stake
here is the
survival of the
two-party system
in New York City.

and other insurgent leaders
to sit down with the Repub-
lican county leaders and
try to work out a solution
agreeable to both sides.

These intra-party
fights can take up a lot of
time, manpower and finan-
cial resources that would
be better spent in the elec-
tion process.

More than 30 years
ago, the Queens Republi-
can Party had six state As-

sembly members and, until
recently, two senators, but
times have changed and the
Queens Republican Party
now has two Councilmen:
Ulrich and Dan Halloran
(R-Whitestone), both of
whom are running for re-
election.

A united Queens Re-
publican Party would be a
big help in achieving the re-
election of these two coun-
cilmen. If the Queens GOP
continues this conflict over
county leadership, it could
hurt the Republican effort
to maintain control of these
two Council offices.

Ragusa is expected to
run for re-election. In the
lasttwotimes he has run for
re-election as chairman, he
has been successful, win-
ning the county chairman-
ship by significant mar-
gins. Ragusa has proven to
be a popular chairman. It
would seem he would give

his support to any serious
effort to reach an agree-
ment with the insurgent
force.

These seemingly end-
less conflicts between vari-
ous groups have hurt the
Queens Republican Party’s
efforts to compete in gen-
eral elections.

It could be said that
three years ago Queens
Republicans did well in
Council races by winning
three seats. It will be mak-
ing every effort to repeat
those election victories
next year.

What is at stake here
is the survival of the two-
party system in New York
City, although in the city
the Democratic Party has
for the most part dominat-
ed politics since the end of
the Civil War. We need a
strong, multi-party struc-
ture that will compete in
general fall elections.

Divorce Caribbean Style

“ WE ARE HERE ©
TO HELP!

For a growing number of New
Yorkers, tired of the delays

and expense of conventional

local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore
US divorces have been the
answer.

A leader in the fast divorce
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years.
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic,
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.

According to Alan Alford,

proprietor of Divorce.com,
some of the divorces offered
require travel to the court,
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only
one party signing. All of the
divorces happen very quickly
and with a minimum amount
of paperwork.

The divorces are valid and
recognized everywhere, and
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of
them every year, particularly
for New Yorkers. The total
cost for fast divorces starts

www.divorcefast.com

at $895, with other options
raising the price to as high
as $1,500. All of the divorces,
Alford says, are completed
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry
or otherwise continue with
their lives as single persons.
Anyone interested in more
details about the Divorcefast
offerings should access the
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and
instructions are printed out
from there and submitted to
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford
and his staff are prepared to
discuss foreign divorces on
the phone, or by mail.

Serving the community

Visit us online or

CALL NOW

for 50 years.

OBTAIN A
FAST DIVORCE
IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS

THE PROCESS IS
QUICK, EASY,
LEGAL AND
AFFORDABLE &

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to:
Divorcefast.com
363 Boston Post Road,
Sudbury, MA 01776

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387
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Sandy becomes teachable moment at Alley Pond -

BY PHIL CORSO

Hurricane Sandy
has remained a sensitive
subject for New Yorkers
across the city, including in
Queens, but at Douglaston’s
Alley Pond Environmental
Center, the historic storm
has become a topic of edu-
cation and looking forward

The
environmental
center has taken
its student visits
and incorporated
lessons on

dy by simply surveying the
landscape at the Douglas-
ton center, Reid-Grant said.

“When we walk into
the park and they see the
trees on the ground, it
brings it home that this
was a really strong storm,”
Reid-Grant said. “It shows
the relationship between
human and actions and

for the borough’s youth. c what is happening to us. We

The  environmental C | Im ate C h an (J e. end up talking about more
center has taken its student severe storms in places like
visits and incorporated this and it helps reiterate

lessons on climate change
into present-day examples,
where Hurricane Sandy
brings the effects of climate
change to the forefront,
APEC Educator Kimesha
Reid-Grant said.
Reid-Grant said groups
of high school students
from all around north-

region.

ing the importance of wet-
lands.

“Our wetlands [sur-
rounding the APEC prop-
erty] helped to save us
because without them, we

see any flooding.”

In the aftermath of
the storm, Alley Pond Park
fared well with very mini-
mal damage, according to
Dr. Aline Euler, education

Students overlook a deck at Alley Pond Environmental Center while studying water and wildlife in the

Photo courtesy Alley Pond

After a summer of re-
cord-breaking warmth, Eu-
ler said educators through-
out the environmental
center were already in the
habit of conveying the con-

the severe storm brought
about serious discussions
about sustainability-in-the-
class visits. In referring to
other historic storms in
recent years, like 2005’s
Hurricane Katrina, Reid-
Grant said she could prove
her point to the students by
showing how New Orleans

the point that there is cli-
mate change and there is
something happening.”

But that does not scare
her students away, the edu-
cator said.

“I still have not gotten
theimpressionthattheyare
afraid,” Reid-Grant said.
“They believe it is good to

east Queens have visited would have had director at cepts of climate change to suffered serious flooding know what this is and want
the environmental center more flooding in SUPERSTORM APEC. students during their vis- because of dilapidated wet- to figure out what we can
since Sandy made her way our area,” Reid- S ANDY “We held its. lands. do. That is what we teach
through the borough at the Grant said. “We up well,” Eul- Reid-Grant said Beyond environmental them — ‘Here’s what’s hap-

end of October. With each
visit, the educator said she
could not avoid discuss-

A COMPLETE DIAGNOSTIC & REPAIR FACILITY FOR ALL FOREIGN & DOMESTIC GARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS  SAME DAY SERVICE

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION

did have the water rise, but
a lot of it was absorbed by
the wetlands, so we did not

er said. “Though we did see
some damage to the park,
we were lucky.”

Before You Choose An Auto

though the APEC building
off Northern Boulevard
survived Sandy’s wrath,

Repair Service Station

Please Call

lessons, students at APEC
could see the devastation
caused by Hurricane San-

pening and here’s what we
can do to mitigate it.””

Our Technicians
Are

Proven Pros With
Certification From
ASE & N.Y. State
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200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside The BBB (212) 533-6200
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.LE. (Westbound) !Or Visit www.newyork.bbb.org | MEMBER

718-428-9600  718-225-8989

BUSINESS
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ECCA

Continued from Page 4

outside waiting as the cars
moved toward the building
to the sweet sound of Cor-
vette engines and old-time
police car sirens.

“The kids walk around
the cars, some of them go
inside the cars — they just
love it,” said Bilski. “We
usually bring some antique
cop cars and the kids love
playing with the sirens.”

Hurricane Sandy pre-
vented any modern day po-

Bloomberg

Continued from Page 4

rebuilding efforts to combat
such significant flooding
in places such as city sub-
way systems, which were

Find us on

Facebook

lice cars from escorting the
automobile procession onto
the hospital grounds, as the
NYPD could not spare the
manpower this year. And
there were also fewer cars
involved than in previous
years as many were lost or
wrecked when the super-
storm blew through, ac-
cording to Bilski.

“We did what we had
to do,” said Bilski, adding
that the ECCA is not really
a car club but rather a non-
profit. “It was important to
us to get down there and
give these kids a treat.”

But the holiday treats

flooded after the storm.
Looking ahead, Bloomberg
said New York City was in
better shape than other
cities in the region when
it came to preparing for an-
other storm similar to Hur-
ricane Sandy.
“Flooding can hap-

were not only reserved
for the children receiving
gifts, as St. Mary’s staff ob-
served the joy in the eyes of
the many gift-givers.

“All children respond
the same way to the af-
fection and attention that
comes with a gift,” said
Sculti. “But the really spe-
cial takeaway is for the
group giving the gifts. They
know what they’re doing
has areal significance.”

Reach reporter Steve
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
718-260-4546.

pen again. But it hasn’t
happened in 100 years,”
Bloomberg said. “You can
take so many precautions,
but at what expense? New
York City is much better
prepared than anyplace
else.”

Get your Queens news
on facebook today...

facebook.com/timesledger

Pub crawl down Bell Blvd.
to benefit victims of Sandy

BY REBECCA HENELY

Eager to help their
neighbors while still hav-
ing a fun Saturday, Bay-
siders participated in a
pub crawl at several bars
on Bell Boulevard and 41st
Avenue and raised $1,000 to
help victims of Superstorm
Sandy.

“Everyone on Bell
likes to drink, so we figured
we were doing it for a good
cause,” said co-organizer
Deidre Baker.

Baker and co-organiz-
er Kimberly Smith work as
a waitress and as a hostess
at the Bourbon Street Cafe,
at 40-12 Bell Blvd. The bar
had previously held an-
other fund-raiser for those
displaced by Superstorm
Sandy, and both Baker and
Smith as well as Bourbon
Street owner Mark Bocca-
ica wanted to hold another
event to assist those in the

Rockaways who are still
struggling.

The crawl ended up
raising $1,000, Smith said.

Baker and Smith came
up with a pub crawl two
weeks ago and many fellow
Bayside bar owners were
eager to join in.

“Everyone wanted to
help out,” Baker said.

The pub crawl began at
Bourbon Street at 1:30 p.m.
and participants stopped at
multiple bars throughout
the afternoon and into the
evening. These included
Pour House, at 213-11 41st
Ave.; C.J. Sullivan’s, at 213-
10 41st Ave.; Safari Beach
Club, at 40-09 Bell Blvd,;
Dempsy’s, at 39-31 Bell
Blvd.; and Local, at 39-24
Bell Blvd.

To participate, those
on the crawl needed to buy
a T-shirt for $25 with in-
formation about the event.
When they wore the T-shirt

at the various pubs, they
would be entitled to drink
specials at the establish-
ment.

“A lot of people who
also don’t want to come on
it or can’t make it, they’re
still donating,” Smith said.

Funds are going to
Graybeards, a group of
community volunteers in
Breezy Point.

Baker said she expect-
ed the event to draw about
50 participants throughout
the day.

“Then we’ll just guilt
people into joining the
crawl,” she said.

Baker said her aunt
lived in Breezy Point and
has been staying with her
family in Bayside since the
storm, but Smith said a lot
of Rockaways residents vis-
ited Bourbon Street Cafe
after the storm.

Advertisement

Rebuilding for the future: high-design, energy-efficient

homes go up in months, stay up for generations

WALTHAM, MA—Homeowners whose houses
were destroyed by Hurricane Sandy now

have a high-tech way to rebuild in record
time, thanks to an innovative homebuilder,

Blu Homes. The Massachusetts- and
California-based company uses proprietary
steel framing and construction technology

to build architect-designed, precision-built,
environmentally-friendly homes.

Ideal for building primary residence or
vacation home

Built to withstand over 100 mph
winds

Blu Homes are able to withstand winds from
storms more powerful than Sandy, which
produced top wind speeds of about 89 mph.
Constructed of heavy gauge steel, every Blu
Home is designed to withstand over 100 mph
winds —and can be built to withstand 150 mph

winds—and are tailored for the specific weather
and permitting needs of the Northeast.

“Blu’s uniquely solid construction gives
homeowners peace of mind during even
the most extreme weather conditions,”

said Maura McCarthy, co-founder and VP of
Strategic Development.

Built swiftly with no weather
delays

Homes can be built in six to nine months, from
initial design to final move-in date.

And because every home is constructed in
Blu’s factory, weather delays are eliminated,
even if there's snow on the ground. After the
home is built, Blu ships it to the customer’s site
and can be placed on a variety of foundations.

— .

Buyers can modify plan and options us-
ing Blu's online 3-D configurator

Typically in just six weeks, the home is ready
for move in. It is a much easier and faster
process than a stick-built home.

Strong, precision-built and
beautiful

Sunset Magazine—a leading lifestyle brand of
the West—chose Blu Homes' Breezehouse®
as its 2012 Idea House due to Blu's unique,
spacious and environmentally responsible
design.

Homebuyers can select from eight distinctive
home designs, ranging from single-level studios
to two-story, four-bedroom homes with light-
filled living rooms that feature 16-ft. windowed
walls and a variety of garage designs.

With Blu's online 3-D configurator, the buyer
can take a virtual tour of the house before it's
built, which makes it easy to add luxurious
upgrades and select finishes, colors, floor
coverings and fixtures.

With BluServ Plus, Blu Homes is your single
point of contact to make rebuilding even easier.

“Blu Homes was founded with the mission
of making architect-designed, green homes
accessible to all types of Americans,” said

Eight models to choose from, from stu-
dios to 4 bedrooms

Bill Haney, Blu Homes founder and CEO.
“Our homes are more economical, healthier
to live in, require lower maintenance, and
are much quicker to build than conventional
construction.”

Special offer for those
affected by Sandy

To help storm victims rebuild, Blu Homes
is offering a discount to those affected by
Sandy.

Learn more about Blu Homes
and this special offer by visiting
bluhomes.com/rebuild9

or calling 866.887.7997.

EE
ES)

All discounts described above are subject to verification for customer eligibility and cannot be combined with any other discount or credit offered by Blu Homes and will only be applied to purchase orders signed by the customer between December 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013.

All products and specifications are subject to availability.




Meetings
Continued from Page 3

before been barred from
holding meetings in public
schools.

“The fact that the DOE
has not defined what is or
isn’t a public purpose and
will leave that decision
to a cabal of DOE lawyer-
crats out of the public eye is
troubling,” Friedrich said.
“The school chancellor and
Bloomberg administration
have heretofore success-
fully kept this ruling under
the radar, which says a lot
about the lack of transpar-
ency in the rule-making
process.”

But according to a
DOE spokesman, there has
not been a change to the
department’s regulation of
schools’ extended usage. In-
stead, he said the DOE was
reiterating existing policies
in the letters sent to group
leaders such as Friedrich.

“Permits are evaluated
on a case-by-case basis and
may be granted for civic fo-
rums and community cen-
ters,” the DOE spokesman
said. “We are reviewing
our communications to en-
sure they reflect the intent
of this regulation.”

In an attempt to amend
the rule, City Councilman
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland
Gardens) called on city
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott to consider
the leaders of community-
based organizations.

“Co-ops, condos, ten-
ant groups and civic as-
sociations hold meetings
that consistently focus on
community issues,” We-
prin said. “They should be
permitted to meet in public

Glen Oaks Village President Bob Friedrich outside a school at Little
Neck Parkway near 73rd Avenue.

schools without requesting
special permission.”

Warren Schreiber, co-
president of the Presidents
Co-op and Condo Council
and president of the Bay
Terrace Community Alli-
ance, said the rule caught
him by surprise and fails to
consider the importance of
community-based organi-
zations on the local level.

“Noteverythingcanbe
nonprofit, but that doesn’t
mean it’s not community-
based,” Schreiber said.
“This is going to create a
lot of difficulties. In many
instances, the school is the
only place large enough for
these groups to meet at the
right cost.”

Schreiber speculated
that the enforcement might
come as a byproduct of an-
other heavily debated DOE
ruling that blocks religious
institutions from holding
worship services in pub-
lic school buildings after
school. City lawyers ap-
pealed the ruling last week,
asking a federal appeals
panel to undo the policy.

Puzzled by the de-

cision, Schreiber and
Friedrich noted that the
DOE was in return forfeit-
ing money that groups
would pay to host meetings
at public schools.

In theory, Friedrich
said his group would pay
public schools for the cost of
keeping the building open.
And while his tax dollars
continue to fund the schools
in Glen Oaks he once had
access to for meetings, the
co-op president said he was
told to look elsewhere.

“Nobody is looking
for a freebie, but the DOE
closed the doors and put
out the non-welcome mat
for community-based orga-
nizations,” Friedrich said.
“The DOE does not own the
schools. The taxpayers and
groups trying to maintain
the excellent quality of life
pay for these schools and
now they are being denied
usage of them. It’s an out-
rage.”

Reach reporter Phil
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
718-260-4573.
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Bayside High School
Holiday Festival

TAKE A PICTURE WITH SANTA!

11AM - 1PM

Saturday, December 8th
10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Lunchroom Entrance
AT

Bayside High School

32-24 Corporal Kennedy St.
Bayside, NY 11361

Selling NEW Merchandise:

Fine Jewelry, Costume Jewelry,
Handbags, Handcrafted ltems,
Clothing, Cosmetics & LOTS MORE

REFRESHMENTS:
Food, Drinks, Snacks,
Delicious Desserts

RAFFLE PRIZES 7 -

Banners

Continued from Page 3

demics to the real world.
But unlike trade-oriented
schools, the programs com-
ing out of Bayside High fo-
cus on putting students a
step ahead for their college
educations.

“We're trying to con-
nect academics to the real
world, with work-based
learning being a big part of
that,” said Elizabeth Gug-
lielmo, CTE development
director and assistant prin-
cipal of arts and languages.
“Here the students are the
ones in the driver’s seat of
their own experience, with
teachers acting as coaches
and facilitators.”

David Solano, vice
president of the Bayside
Business Association and
owner of information tech-
nology firm Solano Associ-
ates, has alsobeen assisting
Bayside High to connect
students with internship
opportunities in the area.
With his help, Steinberg
and Bayside Creative were
able to connect with the

These holiday banners pre-
sented by the Bayside BID
and designed by Bayside High
School students will line Bell

Boulevard this winter.
Photo courtesy Cheryl Steinberg

Bayside BID to collaborate
on the holiday banner de-
signs.

And the project has
grown gradually since its
implementation three years
ago, according to Principal
Michael Athy, who said the
number of students apply-
ing to the school has tripled
since Bayside High took on
CTE programs.

Steinberg said stu-
dents working with Bayside
Creative have participated
in workshops and collabo-
rations with experts in the
artistic field to learn more
about things like photog-
raphy and graphic design.
With scheduled meetings

once a week, the in-house
company’s CEO said she
runs students through a
boot camp on how to create
logos, label their work and
understand the business
aspects of working with
clients and maintaining a
reputation.

The group has already
acquired several commu-
nity clients, including the
Bayside BID.

For the holiday season,
Steinberg said students
working at Bayside Cre-
ative designed five drafts
of banners for the Bayside
BID to consider — two of
which were chosen to line
the streets of Bell Boule-
vard through the winter.
On Dec. 8, the banners will
be unveiled in conjunction
with a holiday lighting cel-
ebration in front of the Bay-
side Long Island Rail Road
station at 6 p.m.

“They loved the ban-
ners,” Steinberg said. “The
kids are really excited to be
part of their communities
and seeing their work out-
side of the classroom.”

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit,
Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers,
Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit, Savings,
Checking, & Business Accounts

Branches in New York:
Canal Street Main Branch

202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013 Tel: (212) 238-8208
Brooklyn Branch
5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220 Tel: (718) 210-0508
Flushing Branch
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354 Tel: (347) 905-9772

Branches in California:
Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel,
San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance
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- Monserrate girliriend Vouches for disgraced pol
BY REBECCA HENELY apartment building. Mon- & . withheld the database from She described Monserrate

= serrate received a misde- the state Board of Elections inher letter as a good father
= As disgraced former meanor assault conviction untilthelastminute, giving to his autistic son, Gabriel,
% state Sen. and City Coun- in 2009 for the crime that him an unfair advantage. and a helper to his mother,
# cilman Hiram Monserrate ended up with his being LIBRE held English Hilda, who is battling can-
Z prepares to face sentencing  booted from the Senate — classes, helped with immi- cer.

~ for fraud convictions that where he represented East gration matters, held job “Hiram has always
= could put him behind bars Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, placement programs and been very very good to me
:- for up to 40 years, the girl- Elmhurst and Corona — in offered health education and has never [been] hurt-
& friend who he was found February 2010. services. Monserrate had ful to me,” Giraldo wrote.
¢ guilty of assaulting is still He ran afoul of the a major hand in choosing About 15 other letters
‘2. standing by her man. courts again later in 2010 its staff and board of direc- defending Monserrate were
& “I know that Hiram when he was hit with tors. also submitted to the court.
—1 has made mistakes,” Karla charges of allocating In May Monserrate Writers included Hilda
é“ Giraldo, who Monserrate $300,000 of the discretion- pleaded guilty tomailfraud Monserrate, former Flush-

assaulted in 2008, wrote in
a letter to Manhattan Fed-
eral Judge Collen McMahon
last month. “We all have[.] I
have made some myself. I
would ... like you to know
that he is the kindest men
[sic] I have known.”
Monserrate and Giral-
do made headlines in 2008
for an incident in which
Giraldo’s face ended up
slashed and video footage
showed Monserrate pulling
her by her arm down the
stairs and through the hall-
way of his Jackson Heights

SAME DAY
DENTURES

ary funding he received as
a councilman in 2005 and
2006 to the Corona-based
nonprofit Latino Initiative
for Better Resources and
Community Empowerment
Inc., then using $109,000 of
the funds in 2006 to pay LI-
BRE employees to work on
his failed Senate campaign
against incumbent Sen.-
John Sabini.

Prosecutors contended
Monserrate also used the
employees to conduct a
drive of registered voters
in the district in 2006 and

(FAB.@NNRREMISES)
O 2[)/ER IDEMIUIES
O (CIeElZIDEMIUIES

Karla Giraldo (r.), seen here at a street renaming, has written a let-
ter supporting former state Sen. Hiram Monserrate (I.), who once
assaulted her, in his recent fraud case.

S

Preferred
Dental Care

OF DOUGLASTON

Where the best smiles are created

and conspiracy to commit
mail fraud in the LIBRE
case. Both charges carry a
jail term of up to 20 years.

Giraldo dated Monser-
rate again after a Queens
Supreme Court justice re-
duced her order of protec-
tion against him in July
2010.

In recent years she
has maintained that Mon-
serrate only slipped and
fell with glass in his hand
and had only been pulling
on her because she did not
want to go to the hospital.

ing District Leader Martha
Florez-Vasquez, former col-
leagues of his at the NYPD
and community members
who said Monserrate had
helped them during his
time in public office.

Monserrate’s sentenc-
ing date is Dec. 11.

Reach reporter Rebecca
Henely by e-mailatrhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
718-260-4564.

Armold J. Fischler; DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglasion; NY 11362

ALL'SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE'ROOF

s Oral Surgeon

s Orthodontics

s Same-Day Deniures
~Eab'on Premises

s Endodontics
s Cosmetic FamilyDenfisiry

Come in for a

s Denial lmplanis
* Free Parking

0 corr FREE
25 - [ Cosmetic Smile Consuttation :

New Patients
First Visit

FREE

Includes:
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening,
X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

(718) 631-3030 « wwwipreferredentalico




40 Years of Experience
and Reliability

WINDOW
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES. UPHOLSTERY & MORE

HunterDouglas

holiday
style

event
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T ;l Vignette® Modern Roman Shadesy)

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU BUY:

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
Plus $25 off each additional unit

................................

2 Duette® Duolite™ Honeycomb Shades,
2 Pirouette® Window Shadings,

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings or

2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
Plus $50 off each additional unit

y - } ¥ . |
#=Silhouette® Window _Shading‘éland Luminette®:Privacy Sheers

Comfort and Joy,
Now at a Savings.

Save September 15 — December 15 on select Hunter Douglas window fashions:* 1 Luminette® Privacy Sheers or Modern

What a wonderful way to fill your home with the beauty and warmth of the season. Draperies or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
Plus $100 off each additional unit
*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/12 —12/15/12. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity,

you will not be entitled to a rebate. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. This rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights
reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

=D D HunterDouglas /(2 2y, 17-18 154th Street

Visit Our Second Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient Whitestone, NY 11357
Location At: o S S A LR CEECRL RS Monday — Saturday
97-18 101st Avenue and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs 10am to S5pm

Ozone Park, NY 11416 Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 71 8_ 445_9393
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PCRICHARD & SON

The Company You Can Trust * Est. 1909

ARCHOS

* 4GB Memory  Front Camera
-502082 WAS $119.99

50% OFF |
SAVE °60 |

ARNOVA BY ARCHOS 7" TABLET

ANDROID 4.0 0S
33999

NOW...

Happy Hanukkah & Merry Christmas from Our Family to Yours

VST who died duri

e WATCH ¢ READ ¢ WORK e CREATE

PROSCAN
7" CAPACITIVE TABLET
ANDROID 4.0 0OS
* 4GB Memory

* Front Camera
-PLT7035

WAS $119.99
PCR INSTANT
REBATE -$60.00

35393
NOW...

7" CHILD PAD TABLET ANDROID 4.0
* 4GB Memory, Camera
* Kids APP Store (35 Preloaded) s

* Parental Controls Ilaaa
NOW...

-502171 WAS $139.99

e HUGE SELECTION OF TABLET & eREADER ACCESSORIES °
LOCATE

PCRICHARDXSON

66 SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

1.800.?9?.2000

OUR 66 OR VIS
PCRICHARD.COM

SHOWROOMS

A

Hf;[f)/ Chanu(ah

New York State Senator Jose Peralta

32-37 Junction Blvd ® East Elmhurst, NY 11369 ¢ 718-205-3881

Chanukah

A festival of lights
celebration of freedom
A holiday of miracles

District 13

Rockaway woman IDd

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

She was the cat lady of
Beach 87th Street, her next
door neighbor said.

And a month after
84-year-old Santina Reilly
died during Hurricane
Sandy, several strays still
roamed in her yard, scav-
enging for food.

Police identified Reilly
as one of 11 people to lose
their lives in Queens dur-
ing the hurricane. Accord-
ing to the NYPD, officers
responded to her home at
about 2:30 p.m. the day after
the storm and found the el-
derly woman unconscious
and unresponsive.

Her next-door neigh-
bor, who asked only to be
identified as Adam, said
she lived alone in the two-
story Rockaway home but
slept in the front room on
the ground floor because
she had difficulty walking
and was unable to make it
upstairs.

“She was an
Italian lady from
the old school,”
Adam said, describing Reil-
ly as speaking with a thick
accent.

When he moved in
about 10 years ago, she was
already living on the block.
Recently she used a walker,
but years ago she would
walk the neighborhood
constantly to exercise.

At one time, Reilly had
been married and Adam be-
lieved she had children, but
other than that the woman
was much of a mystery
to him and several other
neighbors.

“Nothing negative to
say,” he said. “She was a
good, good lady.”

Statue

Continued from Page 6

“It should be restored
to its original beauty, with
a working fountain,” he

SUPERSTORM
SANDY

.,,‘.-,"" .

ng Sand

B L/

Two cats meander out of the yard of Santina Reilly's Rockaway

home.

On the night of the
storm, Adam said he could
hear Reilly yelling for as-
sistance but by that time,
the storm surge had filled
the street with rushing wa-
ter.

“She was screaming,
‘Help, help, help, but no one
could get to her house be-
cause the water was 4 feet
high and it was a river,” he
said, explaining that anoth-
er neighbor went
to check on her
the next day.

“It's a sad
story,” Adam said, point-
ing to an empty plate for cat
food in the yard. “She re-
ally had no one to take care
of her.”

A spokeswoman for
Denis S. O’Connor Funeral
Home confirmed that a
service for Reilly had been
held last week.

Reilly’s death Kkeeps
the borough’s death toll at
11, with nine of those in
the Rockaways. Police also
identified a 72-year-old
man who was found dead
in a bedroom as David Got-
thelf in Rockaway Beach.

A Howard Beach wom-
an, who had previously

said. “The city would never
let this statue decay the
way it has if it was in Cen-
tral Park. And it certainly
would never be moved.”
Vallone said he is wait-
ing to hear back from the
Design Commission, as

Photo by Christina Santucci

been on the list and who
police identified as 85-year-
old Rose Faggiano, was tak-
en out of the tally. A spokes-
woman for the city medical
examiner said Monday that
the death of a woman, who
the office identified as Rose
Tanzi and had been found
at the same address as that
given for Faggiano, had
been ruled natural.

The spokeswoman
said the woman had died
from an aortic dissection
and rupture and suffered
from high blood pressure
and heart disease.

Faggiano’s neighbor,
Annette Albanese, said
residents of the Old Howard
Beach block had concluded
her death had been because
of the storm and said the
woman did not appear sick.

“We all assumed that
because the water was so
high she was screaming out
her window, that she had
drowned,” Albanese said.

Reach  photo editor
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at
718-260-4589.

well as the Department of
Citywide Administrative
Services, to find out how
the decision was made to
move the statue and what
he can do to keep “Civic
Virtue” in the borough.
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Seniors want more Cunningham Pk center hours

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A number of seniors
are upset that a facility in
Cunningham Park used for
socializing has shortened
the number of hours it is
open and are demanding
that the city Parks Depart-
ment restore the original
hours.

“There’s no reason
why it can’t be open four
or five days a week,” said
Ed Shehab, who lives in
Kew Gardens and is one
of the seniors angry about
the shortened hours. “It’s a
shame, it really is.”

He said the -center,
which used to be a pre-K
school and is unofficially
used as a place for seniors
to congregate in the park
near 193rd Street, previous-
ly was open for 30 hours a
week. He said many seniors
gather there to use the Wi-
Fi, play cards, chess and
pool or in the winter to take
a break from the cold.

This fall the hours

Seniors are upset that the hours have been cut back at a Cunningham Park facility used for socializ-

ing.

were scaled back to only a
few hours a day three days
a week, he said.

“Three hours a day
doesn’t cut it for these peo-
ple,” Shehab said. “There’s
so many people that use the
building.”

Shehab said he be-
lieves it does not take a lot
of money to keep the cen-
ter open and pointed to the
large sum of money spent
on a ball field elsewhere
in the park as evidence of
Parks spending funds on

Photo by Karen Frantz

projects that favor young
people. He said before the
hours were reduced the
facility appeared to have
about three people working
there.

So Shehab decided to
take action. He and about

20 other seniors who use
the facility sent a petition
to Community Board 8 and
City Councilmen Mark
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and James Gennaro
(D-Fresh Meadows) Nov.
19, asking for the regular
hours to be restored.

The petition notes that
the center used to be open
five days a week, six hours
a day, but now is only open
between 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
three days a week for a total
of 10.5 hours a week.

“This is very unfair,”
the petition says. “The cold
weather is coming and we
have an average of 20 to 25
senior citizens who utilize
the facility every day.”

The petition also says
two phone calls were made
to Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, the
Queens chief of recreation
for Parks, about the matter,
but they were not returned.

Rodriguez-Rosa  told
the Times Ledger Newspa-
pers after an inquiry that it
was the first she had heard

of the petition.

A Parksrepresentative
contradicted the seniors’
claims the facility was open
only three days a week,
saying the department pro-
vides free programs that
include fitness, crafts and
games at the center for four
hours a day, four days each
week.

The representative
said it adjusts schedules in
response to participation
trends and that there are
four nearby senior centers
in CB 8 that offer similar
activities.

Gennaro’s office said it
hadnotreceivedthepetition
but someone had showed up
to make a complaint about
the reduced hours. The of-
fice said Gennaro would
support efforts to restore
hours, but the park is not in
his district.

Weprin’s office said it
had put in a call to Rodri-
guez-Rosa about the issue
and was waiting to hear
back.

Advertisement

Rebuilding for the future: high-design, energy-efficient

homes go up in months, stay up for generations

WALTHAM, MA—Homeowners whose houses
were destroyed by Hurricane Sandy now

have a high-tech way to rebuild in record
time, thanks to an innovative homebuilder,
Blu Homes. The Massachusetts- and
California-based company uses proprietary
steel framing and construction technology

to build architect-designed, precision-built,
environmentally-friendly homes.

Ideal for building primary residence or
vacation home

Built to withstand over 100 mph
winds

Blu Homes are able to withstand winds from
storms more powerful than Sandy, which
produced top wind speeds of about 89 mph.
Constructed of heavy gauge steel, every Blu
Home is designed to withstand over 100 mph
winds —and can be built to withstand 150 mph

winds—and are tailored for the specific weather
and permitting needs of the Northeast.

“Blu’s uniquely solid construction gives
homeowners peace of mind during even
the most extreme weather conditions,”

said Maura McCarthy, co-founder and VP of
Strategic Development.

Built swiftly with no weather
delays

Homes can be built in six to nine months, from
initial design to final move-in date.

And because every home is constructed in
Blu's factory, weather delays are eliminated,
even if there's snow on the ground. After the
home is built, Blu ships it to the customer’s site
and can be placed on a variety of foundations.

— — .

Buyers can modify plan and options us-
ing Blu’s online 3-D configurator

Typically in just six weeks, the home is ready
for move in. It is a much easier and faster
process than a stick-built home.

Strong, precision-built and
beautiful

Sunset Magazine—a leading lifestyle brand of
the West—chose Blu Homes' Breezehouse®
as its 2012 Idea House due to Blu's unique,
spacious and environmentally responsible
design.

Homebuyers can select from eight distinctive
home designs, ranging from single-level studios
to two-story, four-bedroom homes with light-
filled living rooms that feature 16-ft. windowed
walls and a variety of garage designs.

With Blu’s online 3-D configurator, the buyer
can take a virtual tour of the house before it's
built, which makes it easy to add luxurious
upgrades and select finishes, colors, floor
coverings and fixtures.

With BluServ Plus, Blu Homes is your single
point of contact to make rebuilding even easier.

“Blu Homes was founded with the mission
of making architect-designed, green homes
accessible to all types of Americans,” said

Eight models to choose from, from stu-
dios to 4 bedrooms

Bill Haney, Blu Homes founder and CEO.
"Qur homes are more economical, healthier
to live in, require lower maintenance, and
are much quicker to build than conventional
construction.”

Special offer for those
affected by Sandy

To help storm victims rebuild, Blu Homes
is offering a discount to those affected by
Sandy.

Learn more about Blu Homes
and this special offer by visiting
bluhomes.com/rebuild9

or calling 866.887.7997.

EE
HE)

All discounts described above are subject to verification for customer eligibility and cannot be combined with any other discount or credit offered by Blu Homes and will only be applied to purchase orders signed by the customer between December 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013.

All products and specifications are subject to availability.
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Special ]ntroduc’cory Rates Available!
Call to schedule your lesson ‘coday.’

(718) 478-5910

NeDE DANCE STUDIO

62-61 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park NY 11374
www.mendedancestudio.com
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For All Occasions!
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Breezy Point guards against crime after storm

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents who have
finished fighting fires and
floodwaters in Breezy Point
are now dealing with a new
scourge: thieves.

After the peninsula’s
beachside dream spiraled
into an epic nightmare
when Hurricane Sandy
came to town last month,
the houses that remained
were left vulnerable to hu-
manity’s worst. Accord-
ing to police, three homes
were broken into over the
Thanksgiving holiday and
crooks stole laptops, jew-
elry and cash from anoth-
er 14 homes from Nov. 12
through Nov. 18.

One week after the
holiday, it was obvious the
police had escalated pa-
trols and surveillance in
response to the break-ins,
as mobile units became a
constant sight in the neigh-
borhood and floodlights
towered over street corners

&b~ BLUE DIAMOND FUEL

$500 Off

The Purchase of a New
Oil Heat System

' $300 Off

-

A house in Breezy Point inches toward restoration as residents work to rebuild amid burglary wor-

ries.

ready to reveal the night af-
ter darkness fell.

“It’s a vulnerable feel-
ing,” said one resident near
Utica Walk and 4th Avenue,
just off Beach 217th St.,
who spends four or fives
hours every day cleaning

up the superstorm’s mess.
“We're not spending our
nights here because there’s
no heat or electricity, so
there’s a lot of laying awake
at night wondering about
my home.”

Breezy Point is dotted

Photo by Steve Mosco

with 2,800 homes ranging
from modest bungalows to
soaring two-story houses
surrounded by imposing
decks. More than 100 of
those homes were com-
pletely destroyed by fire
the night of the storm,

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FUEL DELIVERY HEATING SERVICE

The Purchase of a New
Natural Gas Heat System

Includes a free 1-year serivce
agreement (a $239 value)

Gas Systems Only. Coupon Must be Presented at
Time of Service. Cannot be Combined with Any

Other Offer or Discount. Offer Expires 12/30/12.

ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE PROTECTIONPLANS! - ~cd

' $50 NEW
'CUSTOMER -k [
BONUS! I b

g

Good towards your

first oil delivery.

Offer Expires 11/30/12.

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Service.
Cannot be Combined with Any Other Offer
or Discount. Offer for New Customers Only.

while some of the remain-
ing structures sit skewed
on their foundations with
decks that are buckled and
warped from the storm
surge waves.

Isolated on the west
end of the Rockaway Pen-
insula, the community is

reachable only by

a bridge leading S UPER STO RM

to a single road, S ANDY happened here,
with

a guard
station standing at the en-
trance.

One resident, who was
walking his dog through
the sand-covered streets,
wondered how anyone
could breeze into the neigh-
borhood undetected. Po-
lice said thieves probably
slipped in and out of the
community during the ear-
ly morning hours.

Marian Lizzi, who has
been spending summers in
Breezy Point since she was
a little girl, said she had
heard about the break-ins
but was far too busy with

the ongoing cleanup to fret
over Dpotential burglar-
ies. Despite the hardships,
Lizzi remains steadfast in
her determination to make
Breezy Point a quaint com-
munity once again.
“Everyone is keeping
a positive attitude,” she
said. “It’'s unbe-
lievable what’s

but everyone I've
talked to said they are go-
ing to rebuild.”

Lizzi said most resi-
dents have set July Fourth
as the target date for a re-
turn to the serene beach
life, but she believes most
are anxious to return much
earlier.

“Everyone keeps say-
ing, ‘See you on the beach,”
she said. “When we’ll be
back is really anyone’s
guess. But there is nowhere
else we’d rather be.”

718-965-0900

www.bluediamondfuel.com




Cuomo asks federal gov't
for $33B1in Sand rehef DINING SPECIALS!

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg have appealed
to federal officials for tens
of billions of dollars to re-
pair the damage from Hur-
ricane Sandy in the city
and the state.

“New York has been
there for other parts of the
country when they needed
help,” Cuomo said. “We’re
asking for the same today.”

“People are still reel-
ing from this trauma,” said
the governor, who met Mon-
day with the U.S. Senate
Appropriations  Commit-
tee, U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid
(D-Nevada).

The mayor issued his
appeal to Washington last
week and asked for about
$9.8 billion to cover the
city’s losses.

Cuomo is asking for
$32.8 billion to reverse the
destruction  wrought by
Sandy and $9 billion for con-
struction to protect against
further such storms.

Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) took it a step fur-
ther.

“Our colleagues are
aware that if they are not
fair to New York and New
Jersey and the Northeast,
if disaster hits their area
next time ... that could boo-
merang on them,” Schumer
said.

In any case, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation
Authority will not pay for
the enormous storm dam-
age its operations incurred
on the backs of straphang-
ers, MTA Chairman Joseph

The South Ferry subway station was damaged by seawater flood-

ing during Hurricane Sandy.

Lhota said last week.

“The burden of Sandy
will not be on riders,” Lho-
ta told the monthly meeting
of the MTA Board.

Lhota said the present
plan for a fare

Photo courtesy Leonard Wiggins/MTA

Lhota said the South Ferry
terminal “was destroyed.
It wasn’t hurt. It wasn’t
wrecked. It was destroyed.
From top to bottom.”
The MTA estimates
restoring South

hike in March S U PE RSTO RM Ferry alone could
would not rise SANDY cost $600 million.
even more be- In other

cause of Sandy. He added
that he would “do every-
thing I possibly can to pre-
vent any service cuts.”
Asked if he thought
the MTA could get enough
money from Washington
to recover costs estimated
at about $5 billion from
the storm damage, Lhota
said, “I have an enormous
amount of confidence in the
federal government that we
will receive a substantial
amount of money to cover
what is necessary to get
us back to the condition of
functionality we had the
day before the storm.”
Lhota said he based
his confidence on how the
federal government has
acted in cases of other such
catastrophes nationwide.
Calling attention to the
severity of the destruction,

transit news:

+ The R train, which
now extends to Whitehall
Street-South Ferry in lower
Manhattan, “now is pro-
grammed to be completely
restored by Christmas,”
said MTA  spokesman
Charles Seaton.

« The New York Tran-
sit Museum and vendors
who produce official MTA
licensed products an-
nounced a limited collec-
tion of H line merchandise
will be sold online dedi-
cated to raising funds for
the beleaguered Rockaway
community.

The H line is the spe-
cial subway shuttle estab-
lished in late November to
restore partial service on
the Rockaway Peninsula
between Far Rockaway and
Beach 90th Street.

Braunstein sponsors holiday gift drives

State Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) is sponsoring a holiday
gift drive for hospitalized veterans, as well
as a toy drive for needy and hospitalized
children and the young victims of Hurri-

cane Sandy.

Suite 238; Dr. William M. Duke’s office, at
35-01202nd St.; or the Community Board 11
office, at 46-21 Little Neck Pkwy.

If you are interested in participating
and would like to receive more informa-

tion, call Braunstein’s office at 718-357-
All gifts should be delivered by Dec.19  3588.
to Braunstein’s office, at 213-33 39th Ave.,

HOLIDAY

Aqueduct Buffet

We'll be offering all-you-can-eat crab legs and
brunch items all Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

RW Prime Steakhouse

Christmas dinner specials include roasted ham loin
and our special pecan rum tart.

Genting Palace
Enjoy a special six-course set menu of exotic Cantonese
delicacies including prawns, smoked salmon
salad, beef short ribs and more!

CASINO
NEW YORK CITY

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420
RWNewYork.com ¢ 1-888-888-8801

In Queens, near JFK Airport.
Take ‘A or Q37. Free shuttle
at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station.

Shuttle access via LIRR or ‘E (J) (Z) trains.

g“"ﬁﬁ'm Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

Scan for Gaming Info:
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State AG examines charity spending post-Sandy

BY KAREN FRANTZ

New York state’s attorney
general is gathering information
from nonprofits helping with hur-
ricane relief efforts in order to
disclose to the public how their
donations are being spent.

Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman announced Nov. 27
that his office sent letters to 75
nonprofits engaged in relief ef-
forts requesting information
about their activities and expen-
ditures in the name of transpar-
ency.

“Inlight of the importance of
the recovery efforts and the enor-
mous amount of money raised in
such a short period of time, it is
critical that donors know where
their money is going and that
funds are spent responsibly,” Sch-
neiderman said in a statement.

According to the attorney
general’s office, the letter was not
spurred by any specific concern
about misuse of donated funds,
but rather was a proactive effort

such natural disasters as Hurri-
cane Katrina and the earthquake
in Haiti, a number of charities
were formed to help
with relief efforts and,

ceived letters from the attorney
general were chosen because
they were high profile and were

soliciting money, the of-

Occupy Sandy volunteers distribute food by flashlight on Rockaway Beach Boulevard.

fice said. Organizations Jamaica.

Relief; Catholic Charities Diocese
of Brooklyn and Queens; Gray-
beards, based in the Rockaways;
and INCA Relief USA, based in

SUPERSTORM
to institute a system of checks although most acted SANDY that received the let-

and balances for the nonprofit honorably, some mis-

groups.

The office said that after

ters include the Ameri-
used the funds donated to them. can Red Cross; Occupy Sandy;
The 75 charities that re- Breezy Point Hurricane Sandy

Schneiderman is gathering
information from the groups,
such as the amount they are rais-
ing and spending, whether the

money is going solely to hurri-
cane relief efforts, what they have
done to help hurricane victims
so far and what they intend to do
with any surplus donations.

The attorney general’s Char-
ities Bureau will compile the in-
formation and report it online,
which will have the dual purpose
of promoting transparency and
helping nonprofits coordinate
their services, Schneiderman’s
office said.

If any misuse of funds is dis-
covered, the first step is usually
to start with a cease-and-desist
letter and asking the nonprofit
to disclose how it is spending its
money, the office said.

It also said determining
whether funds are being misused
is often a gray area because some
spending that does not directly go
to hurricane relief, such as using
donations to pay salaries, may be
a good rationale for use of money.

The office said although re-
sponding to the letter is volun-
tary, it expects most nonprofits
will do so.

Avella questions state on new revised fracking regs

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A state senator from
Queens questioned Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and the
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation on
hydraulic fracturing this
week, arguing the recent
release of revised draft reg-
ulations on the controver-
sial drilling method raises
concerns about assurances
from the administration
that it will take the public
health impact into account
in its final decision wheth-
er and how to allow the
practice in the state.

When DEC released
the new set of revised regu-
lations, it was up against a
deadline that required the
agency to file for an exten-
sion that included the re-
lease of revised rules with
a public comment period
or to restart its process
for drafting regulations. It
released the revised regu-

lations and filed the exten-
sion a day before the dead-
line on Nov. 28.

But Sen. Tony Avella
(D-Bayside) told the Times
Ledger Newspapers that
rather than submitting
the revised regulations, it
would have been more ap-
propriate for the DEC to
allow the public health im-
pact study to be concluded
first and then release new
regulations afterwards.

“We believe that if this
is done properly it requires
a whole new level of re-
view,” he said.

He sent a letter to Cuo-
mo and DEC Commissioner
Joseph Martens last Thurs-
day questioning the release
of the revised regulations
when the public health
impact study had yet to be
completed.

“We must get this de-
cision right and it must be
based on science,” he wrote
in the letter.

Jeremy Buckingham (I.), member of the Australian Legislative Council, talks hydrofracking with state
Sen. Tony Avella in his Bayside office earlier this year.

Hydraulic fracturing,
colloquially known as hy-
drofracking or fracking,
is the process of extract-
ing natural gas from shale
rock by blasting a mixture
of chemicals and water

at high pressure into the
ground. The state has had a
moratorium on the practice
since 2008 while the DEC
has been drafting regula-
tions and conducting an en-
vironmental impact study.

The revised regula-
tions include responses
to the previous round of
public comments on hy-
draulic fracturing, which
took place a year ago. The
public comment period on

the most recent regula-
tions will be from Dec. 12
through Jan. 11.

The DEC said it sought
the extension in order to
give the public health im-
pact study, being conducted
by the state Department of
Health, time to be complet-
ed. It said once the study
is finished, the DEC will
either decide hydraulic
fracturing cannot be done
safely in the state or it will
adjust its regulations in ac-
cordance with the health
study’s findings.

But it is unclear how
the regulations would be
revised and whether a new
public commenting period
would be allowed at that
time.

Reach reporter Karen
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
718-260-4538.
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“Most mothers will never

need all of Winthrop’s
amazing services.

But why take that chance?”

Tracey had planned to deliver her baby in NY City. But when she suddenly began bleeding

and went into labor at home, she and her husband rushed to Winthrop-University Hospital

instead. “Winthrop is known as a leading maternity hospital,” she said. “Now | know why.”

Winthrop’s Chief Ob/Gyn Resident recognized that she needed an emergency C-Section.
He assembled a highly trained surgical team in minutes. The severe complications they
encountered called on all their skill and teamwork. Large fibroids were wrapped around
the uterus. The baby was positioned sideways in the womb. And Tracey’s placenta had

ruptured. She was bleeding profusely.

Miraculously, baby Evan was delivered safely and Tracey avoided a hysterectomy. “There’s

no doubt,” said Tracey, “Winthrop’s team saved Evan'’s life, and mine.”

Tracey and Evan’s story shows why Winthrop is a renowned
NY State-designated Regional Perinatal Center. Why our
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit’s record is one of the best
in the nation. And why it makes such good sense to
give birth where all the world-class services you may
need are standing by 24/7, just in case. Learn more

at winthrop.org. Or call 1-866-WINTHROP.

WINTHROP

University Hospital

Your Health Means Everything.
Mineola « 1.866.WINTHROP « winthrop.org
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All the sound without all the wires.

Shown in
Platinum White.

Just plug it in and hear what you've been missing. With
the Bose® Wave® music system III, there are no stacks
of components. No tangle of wires. No dials to adjust.
Advanced Bose technologies work together to fill the
room with the acclaimed performance that has made
Bose the most respected name in sound. You enjoy clear,
realistic sound that you may have only thought possible
from a much larger, more complicated stereo. And the
Wave® music system III also has a new FM/AM tuner for
improved radio reception. New radio text for song and
station information. Convenient new touch-top controls
for on, off and snooze. And new dual alarms so you can set
two different wake-up times. You enjoy an audio system
like no other, an improvement on what was already the

most highly acclaimed system in its class.

A roomful of premium sound...not wires. With the Wave®
music system 11, you'll experience the pleasures of Bose
quality sound moments after you open the box. Everything
you need is built in, including the radio tuner and a CD/MP3
CD player. You control them all with a convenient, credit
card-style remote. You can also add the optional Multi-CD

Changer to enjoy your music uninterrupted for hours on end.

Try it for 30 days, risk-free. Experience the Wave® music
system III in your own home risk-free for 30 days. Choose
your favorite color: Platinum White, Graphite Gray or
Titanium Silver. And when you call, ask about making
12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose®*
Order your Wave® music system 1l with the Multi-CD
Changer by December 31, 2012, and save $150. You'll soon

discover how delightfully simple it is to enjoy Bose sound.

Bose® Waves
music system |11

SAVE $150

when you order the
Wave® music system Ill
with our Multi-CD Changer
by December 31, 2012.

To order or learn more:

1-800-842-1428,

ext. TZ368
www.Bose.com/WMS

S s

Better sound through research

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is
shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active
financing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the Wave® music system is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and savings offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change
without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Offers valid 11/1/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 30-day trial only, requires product purchase and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability.
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Season’s (sreetings
rom Your

. Oriends At Maspeth
L Oederal Savings

NO DEPOSIT NECESSARY.
Drawing held at each Branch,
Monday, December |7th at 2:00 PM

Name Tele #

hes . .
w“f‘!B'eBﬁg?fﬁnegTwo Holiday Closing Schedule

Jumbo Christmas The Association will be closing at
Stockings 3:00 pm on Monday, December 24th
and Monday, December 3Ist
and will be closed on
Tuesday, December 25,2012
and Tuesday, January 1,2013.

‘Have a Happy &
‘Healthy Holiday/!

BRING DRAWING COUPON INTO ANY OF OUR

BRANCH LOCATIONS.
e\ MASPETH (718) 335-1300 @;@@,@1\
&) FEDERAL MASPETHFEDERAL.COM Ere s
Y SAVINGS O ®]in bk
\ We Treat You Like Family e FOIC D R )
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Mayor push

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Homeowners particu-
larly hard-hit by Hurricane
Sandy may soon receive
some property tax relief
under two proposals being
pushed by Mayor Michael
Bloomberg.

Under the first pro-
posal, some homeowners
would be given an interest-
free, three-month grace pe-
riod before they would need
to pay their city property
taxes, which would be due
April 1 instead of the usual
date of Jan. 1. The second
proposal would give hom-
eowners a rebate of about
$700 on their property tax-
es.

“These two tax relief
measures will, taken to-
gether, provide some help
for New Yorkers who really
need it and need it now,”
Bloomberg said at a news
conference at a restoration
center in Staten Island last
Thursday.

If passed, the tax ex-

A beachside house deemed uninhabitable by the city Department of Buildings in the Belle Harbor

neighborhood of the Rockaways Nov. 19. AP Photo/Kathy Willens

tension and rebate would
be available to homeown-
ers whose houses have been
given a red tag by the city
Department of Buildings,

would be eligible for the re-
bate.

City Council Speaker
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) said at the news

meaning they need exten-
sive repairs or are dam-
aged beyond repair. About
3,000 properties would be
given the extension and 900

conference the Council
will take up the extension
proposal at its next stated
meeting Dec. 10.

“There’s nothing we
can do to bring back ev-
erything people lost, but I

es for tax relief for Sandy victims

the fiscal year.

“We expect the mea-
sures that were propos-
ing today will have a very
small effect on the city’s fi-
nances,” Bloomberg said.

In addition to the prop-

hope this action erty tax propos-
shows that the SUPERSTORM als, Bloomberg
city is thinking S ANDY said the city De-
creatively, is partment of Fi-

listening and trying to do
everything we can to make
the tough times after Sandy
a little easier,” she said.

Bloomberg said the
rebate would need to be
passed by the state Legisla-
ture, and he is urging it to
do so when it convenes in
January.

The cost of both pro-
posals to the city would be
minimal, Bloomberg said.
He said about $1.5 million
in tax collections would be
deferred at an average of
$500 per effected property.
In addition, the rebates
would cost about $760,000,
compared to $19 billion col-
lected in property taxes in

nance is working to ensure
the next round of property
tax assessments will reflect
post-hurricane conditions.

City Finance Commis-
sioner David Frankel said
the Department of Finance
is working on the tentative
assessment role for fiscal
year 2014, and said hom-
eowners will soon be able
to send reports of damage
to their houses through an
application either online or
at city recovery centers.

“We want to make sure
that next year’s assess-
ments reflect the impact of
the storm,” he said.

_

Five Towns Gollege

Attend Our Open House
December 8 at 1pm

- Learn about our Degree Programs

- Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with
Financial Rid Representatives

- Presentations & Demonstrations
in our Professional Studios

631.656.2110 303 N. Service Road Dix Hills, NY 11746  admissions@ftc.edu www.fic.edu




'The Choice

is Yours.

Convenience. Pick a CD that fits you.
0

7-MONTH CD O 85 /o
ONLY S$S500 MINIMUM TO OPEN B APYl
18-MONTH CD 1 10%
ONLY S$S500 MINIMUM TO OPEN - APYI
30-MONTH CD 1 35%
ONLY S500 MINIMUM TO OPEN - APYI

BANK ANYWHERE YOU SEE

For more information stop by your local branch today.

myNYCB.com ¢ (877) 786-6560
M Queens County Savings Bank

B

A Division of New York Community Bank « Member FDIC

'Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of December 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Stated APYs are offered during the promotional period of December 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012 and to consumers only. The minimum balance to earn
the stated APY for the 7 month, 18 month, or 30 month CD is $500. The interest rate remains fixed until maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. In order to qualify for the stated APYs, you must either have or open
a core account (checking, savings, or money market account). If you do not have an existing core account and will be opening a new core account, you must open the core account on the same day that you open the CD. The CD must be opened with new money not currently
on deposit with the Bank. Advantage Banking customers who open one of these advertised CDs will receive the stated APYs and will not receive the additional APY increase as part of their Advantage Banking Relationship package.
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ne onth after Sany: Life goeson n ckaway an.(i'Bfoa Cnnl

(Clockwise from top I.) A person dressed as Elmo walks on a rock jetty during a rally to add more jetties to the beach in the Rockaways; flowers covered in dirt lie on the ground in Broad Channel; the sun sets behind machinery left for the
evening on Shore Front Parkway; the interior of a Belle Harbor home is visible from the beach; debris is piled at the corner of Church Road and 20th Avenue in Broad Channel; and youngsters Juliette Mulligan and Emily 0°Connor, both 3,
make sand angels on the beach. Photos by Christina Santucci
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NYEG & .o
Information REE>Y CONNECTING AMERICAS COMMUNITIES
Technology &

Telecommunications

om|

« FREE Job Search & Resume Help
« FREE Job Interview Preparation
« FREE Computer Classes

To learn more, call (718)990-8625, go to
www.queenslibrary.org/jobhelp or visit your Queens Library.

- Queens Library

Enrich your life
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We made a list, and checked it twice.
You'll find buys, all at the right price...
If you shop and dine in town! O
O :
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Forget silver bells, give silver baubles

ilvertinsel may look
great on the tree,
but silver beneath

the tree is even better.

Shop at OKG Jewelry
this season, and make
the holidays sparkle. One
featured item is a silver
braided bracelet, hand
set with zircons, for $95.
It’s one of many dazzling
pieces any woman on
your gift list would be de-
lighted to wear, as jewelry
makes everyone feel loved
and valued.

If youre ready to pop
the question, know that
OKG Jewelry specializes
in designing engagement
rings using family stones.
Watch as they place your
precious jewels into the
setting of your dreams.
This family-run shop was
started by George Azatian,
a jeweler with 43 years
of experience. His son,

Garen, hasbeen adiamond
setter for 23 years. He can
create custom-made pieces
of jewelry designed to your
specifications. Draw it,
and it will be crafted. Orig-
inal gifts of this nature are
cherished for a lifetime.
Repairsaredoneonthe
premises, polished and
cleaned, while you wait.

OKG Jewelry is a proud
supporter of schools,
churches, and temples in
the community.

OKG Jewelry [248-25
Northern Blvd. between
248th and 249th streets in
Little Neck, Queens, (718)
423-2526, www.OKGJew-
elry.com.] Open Tuesdays
through Saturdays.

Don't miss a ‘Beat’

ake one of
Tthese tab-

lets and do
everything.

Hot Beat Elec-
tronics carries
Fisher Scientific
tablet computers
that allow you to
do it all — surf
the web, listen
to music, watch
movies, and even
make phone calls
via Google. This
tablet has an Android Google operating
system, high-speed micro-processor, 32
gigabytes, and an eight-inch screen. It’s
portable, and battery-operated, making
it the ideal present for the person who’s
always on the go, but wants to stay con-
nected. The convenient size means it
can be packed in a carry-on bag, and
brought just about anywhere.

Need other gift ideas? Hot Beat Elec-
tronics has you covered. It sells televi-
sions, MP3 players, cellphones, boom
boxes, household appliances, iPod acces-
sories, video game accessories, guitars,

SAMSUNG

drums, microphones, sporting goods,
and more, all at discounted prices. If
you're looking for the latest technology,
look no further. When you shop here,
you’ll leave with something special for
everyone on your gift list. Shopping
done — all at one store.

Hot Beat Electronics [166-11 Jamaica
Ave. between 168th Street and Merrick
Boulevard in Jamaica, Queens, (718) 291-
1552, www. HotBeatElectronics.com]. Open
Mondays through Saturdays, 10 am—7:30
pm, and Sundays, 10 am-6:30 pm.
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“Be Diﬁ‘erent ” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-0Of-A-Kind Collections

& Our Jeweler Has 43 Years Of Expert Experience.

& Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

G Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

% Diamond Setting and Sizing

while you wait. Viewing permitted

G Free Prong Checking while you wait

. FREE REPAIR
i up to $30 with purchase 1
: of $250 or more %

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

a
-

FREE Watch Battery

W FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC.

a

with purchase of $40 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

1
1
with repair :
1
1
1

Tho Agagaw W

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal”

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

WE BUY
GOLD &
DIAMONDS
FOR CASH

* 248-25 Northern Blvd. Little Neck « (718) 423-2526

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com « OPEN TUES. THRU SAT. ¢ Free Parking
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Next stop, Santa shuttle

t’s “the best value shopping in and garland. It makes shopping for the

I Queens.” season so much more festive and fun.
Rego Center has an array of Do all your power shopping in one

stores designed to help you find ideal day — and leave the driving to them.
gifts for the holidays — and make the Keep your car parked in the indoor ga-
most of your money. Youwll find stores rage, and take the free shopping shuttle
such as Costco, Kohl's, Century 21, toQueensCenter.Complimentary trans-
Sears, Marshalls, Staples, Mandee, Bed, portation is provided every 30 minutes,
Bath & Beyond, Toys R Us, Babies R Us, from 11 am to 8 pm, during the holiday
Payless, and the Burlington Coat Fac- season. ’Tis the season to be jolly, and
tory. While you shop, admire the sur- Rego Center makes it possible.
roundings, as new this year, the halls Rego Center [96-05 Queens Blvd. at
have been decked with holly and lots  Junction Boulevard in Rego Park, Queens,
more. There’s an 18-foot Christmas tree,  (718) 275-2696, www.RegoCenter.com]. See
amenorah, and lots of beautiful wreaths  website for individual store hours.

iPad mini the perfect gift
Pii:

tailer of the new
iPad mini, a com-
pletely new iPad de-
sign that is 23 per-
cent thinner and
53 percent lighter
than the third-gen-
eration iPad.

The new iPad
mini features a 7.9-
inch Multi-Touch
display, FaceTime
high definition and
iSight cameras,
ultrafast wireless performance, and 10 vious iPad models.
hours of battery life. The mini features It’s available in Wi-Fi and cellular
a front-facing FaceTime high-definition = models, which are world-ready with built-
camera and a five megapixel iSight cam-  in support for ultrafast wireless stan-
era on the back with advanced optics for  dards so you can browse, download, and
taking sharpstill picturesand recording stream content fast from wherever you
full 1080p high-definition video. It also are. Visit your local PC Richard & Son to
features dual-band 802.11n Wi-Fisupport be part of the iPad mini revolution!
for speeds up to 150 Mbps, which is twice To find a store near you, visit Www.
the Wi-Fi performance compared to pre-  PCRichard.com.
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FOR THE BEST VALUE
SHOPPING IN QUEENS

WE GO T0 REGo!

¥ - .- —JUTT,

~_ CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN REGO CENTER and QUEENS CEN

11AM - 8PM * Every 30 Minutes
BUS RUNS: December 1,2, 8,9, 15 - 24, 26 - 30

Cosrco KOHLS G2/ SEArS

Toys§jus easiesgjus TFMADX  Pierfimporls Marshalls.
Mandee STAPLES Dulingon  (ILIDD SR&GES

(ULTA KN ~ F--Mobile- Auellsm  © Payess

aaaaaa Sprlnt Clearly Differ

0 red mango mea‘ tresh: m

REGO
CENTER

Junction Blvd. & Queens Blvd. * Rego Park - RegoCenter.com
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Tick, tock, let's shop
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o time to shop?
Get it all done
at The Bay Ter-

race Shopping Center,
because everything you
need is at one convenient
location. First, pick up
some great gifts at stores
such as Aeropostale, The
Gap, Verizon, Victoria’s
Secret, Barnes and Noble,
Carter’s, Steve Madden,
LOFT, Express, Bath &
Body Works, Lane Bry-
ant, Foot Locker, The Chil-
dren’s Place, and more.
Then, get your gro-
cery shopping done,
as Bay Terrace has a
Waldbaum’s supermar-
ket. Need to fill a pre-
scription? Walk over to
Duane Reade. When
youre hungry,
it’s only a matter
of what you're

Bread, Tony Roma’s, Ap-
plebees, Boston Market,
Yogurt Culture, Jack’s
Pizza, Terrace Diner,
and Ben’s Kosher Deli,
just to name some of the
possibilities. All told,

there are more than 50
premium shops, eateries,
and professional services
at the Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Mall. You’ll save so
much time

that when you’re done,
you can catch a movie at
the Loews movie theater
there.

The Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Center [212-45 26th
Ave. between 23rd Avenue
and Bell Boulevard in Bay-
side, Queens, (718) 631-0997,
www.BayTerrace.com].
Open Mondays through
Saturdays, 10 am-9 pm,

and Sundays, 11
am—-6 pm.

in the mood for
— there’s Outback
Steakhouse, Panera

The gift of this ‘Weis-man’

decorations to spruce

up your home for the
holidays, visit the wise
men at Weisman Home
Outlets.

The family-owned
business has been around
for more than 70 years,
supplying everything to
renovate the home at dis-
counted prices. There’s a
large selection of kitchen
cabinets in shades such
as brandy wine, oak,
white, merlot, chestnut
maple, and toffee. Variety
like this is sure to comple-
ment any color scheme.
Affordable kitchen mod-
eling is available.

If it’s the bathroom
that needs some fixing,
Weisman has that cov-
ered, too — with classic
toilets and sinks, even
pedestal sinks. Replace
your vanity, customiz-
ing and creating a whole
new look. Whether you

If you need more than

have something in mind
or you're open to sugges-

tions, Weisman Home
Outlets can help. The
company believes in old-
style customer service,
guiding you step-by-step.
When you shop at Weis-
man, your home can spar-
kle all year round.
Weisman Home Outlets
[63-27 Metropolitan Ave. off
Fresh Pond Road in Mid-
dle Village, Queens, (718)
497-0212]; [218-01 Merrick
Blvd. off Springfield Bou-
levard in Springfield Gar-
dens, Queens, (718) 723—

4000]; [1175 McDonald Ave.
between Avenues I and J in
Borough Park, Brooklyn,
(718) 377-8871, www.Weis-
manHomeOutlets.com].
Brooklyn and Middle
Village hours: Mondays —
Wednesdays, 8 am—6 pm,
Thursdays, 8 am-8 pm,
Fridays, 8 am-7 pm,; Sat-
urdays, 9 am-6 pm, and
Sundays, 10 am-5 pm.
Springfield hours: Mon-
days — Wednesdays, 8 am—6
pm,; Thursdays, 8 am-7
pm,; Fridays, 8 am—6 pm,
Saturdays, 9am—6 pm, and
Sundays, 10 am—5 pm.

reMIX Whitestone Times coupon

redeem by 2/1/2013

WELLN

N
¢

JSS

25% off

ANY reg. priced package, small group training or
personal training session

Yemix

fitness.wellness

Limit one per client. Must be redeemed by 2/1/13. Package expires 6
months from date of purchase except for yearly.

Zumba® Bootcamp Bokwa® Piloxing® Kickboxing Pound®
Barre Personal Training Small Group Training Youth Fitness

Your One Stop Shop for All Your

\

Business Needs
We Ship...
We Pack...

We Solve.

Got a package you need shipped
fast? Or, do you have a fragile or
unusually shaped object to send?
We'll take the load off your hands..
and the worry off your mind.
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm
Saturday 10am - 4pm

OPS Mailbox
215-03 Jamaica Ave
Queens Village
T: (718) 464-4850
F: (718) 464-4825

Serving the Community
Since 2006
FedEx

AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

Rent a Mailbox for 1 Year & Receive 3 MONTHS FREE!
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Music in
Celebration of

the Nativity

December 14, 2012
7:30 in the Evening

with the
Diocesan Choir Celestial Voices
Chamber Orchestra

85-25 61 Road, Rego Park, New York 11375

TICKETS NOW ON SALE
$15.00 General Admission, $10.00 children 12 & under
For ticket information call 718 651-6359

making it a unique one-of-
kind gift. There are more
than 12,000 products in
stock, plus a catalogue of
designs, and, if you still
can’t find what you're
looking for, the jewelers
will create it for you.
Make the holiday ex-
traordinary by giving
the gift of an historical
timepiece, as Joseph An-

and enjoyed for genera-
tions, so you’ll be present-
ing a gift to be treasured
for a lifetime.

Joseph Anthony is

passionate about
his profession. He
worked as an appren-

Emanuel Bologna, Director thony Fine Jewelry sells tice when he was 16 right on the premises.

Joseph B. Smith, Organist antique and estate jew- years old, and opened Joseph ~ Anthony

elry. Adornments of this his first business at Fine  Jewelry  [69

caliber were createdtobe age 19. By the time he Plandome Rd. off

RESURRECTION-ASCENSION CHURCH owned, worn, admired, turned 25, heowned four Northern Boulevard in

stores. He is a graduate
of The Bulova School, a
master jeweler, designer,
and appraiser. A believer
in old-fashioned values,

: he does engraving,

ear piercing, watch-
making, and repairs,

Manhasset, Long Island,
(516) 365-9591, www.Jose-
phAnthonyDesign.com].
Open Tuesdays through
Saturdays, 10 am—6 pm.

Bggs Mmoo Mo M e NS oge et Mo BN AN Mo BN

NE
[ [
h di A jewel of a jeweler )
oaic | -
ore than jewel- 8
Ch ° N M_erts,they areart- i
ists. 5
R]SCUS ACUS CSC Just about every piece ;.‘
K at Joseph Anthony Fine ~
:3:' Jewelry is hand-crafted, %

NOJ"¥390ITSINIL

@/7036]9[ Gnthony s @%ne@ﬁwefry _______ g

Let Joseph Anthony Make 20% OFF
YOL”" HOllday Speczal Any Product Containing A

November Birthstone Citrine $
Featuring |\ AnvWateh [ @TTTTTTTTTT Ty

$1.00
OFF

_— Any Watch / | i
12 TirEANY & Co. Battery . 10% OFF ¥
g Cotior JOSE HESS ] Any Repair Over $25.00 %

L LOISHILL | s~ 2o paaai ="~ ¥

B MICHOU

% JUDITHRIPKA  CHARLES GARNIER

&_ WE PAY CA%H FOR:

S e e SN Noosk

e Gold & Silver Coins e Antique, Estate Jewelry
e Diamonds - Any Shape & Size ° gterlmé Sll(;ver Flatware
] e Scrap Go
$ e Gold Watches: Signed Jewelry , (5.5, Curren cy
¥ ¢ 14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry e Silver Bars & Gold Bars :
,ﬁ Licensed & Bonded * Open Tuesday to Saturday 10-6 e

569 Plandome Road ¢ Manhasset, NY 11030 ¢ 516.365.9591
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Forever 21 - Express « H&M
Bath and Body Works « Perfumania « Zales
Littman Jewelers - Champs
Famous Footwear - Old Navy « Ecko Unltd.
G by Guess » RadioShack - Gamestop
Hallmark - Books a Million
Things Remembered - Foot Locker
Modell’s - Macy’s - Kohl’s « JC Penney - Sears
Over 150 Retailers and Santa too.

Give a gift card
and let them choose

| Holigs
Holiday Savings " 53;;gay I
Book available o

Moy,

November 23rd at

. iy
Customer Setrvice, ~grtiles
Sears Wing Bisreey,

aCreg

+ &l5acres

Sunrise Highway, Valley Stream
GreenAcresMallOnline.com ¢ 516-561-1157

Green Acres is the place to be

9 is the season to wear
green, think green —

and shop at the Green

Acres Mall.

The 1.8 million square-foot
Green Acres Mall features
more than 200 shops and eat-
eries, in a beautifully reno-
vated, enclosed shopping area.
Among the stores you’ll find in-
clude J.C. Penney, Kohl’s, Ma-
cy’s, Toys R Us, Express, Sears,
Radio Shack, Zales, Modell’s,
Old Navy, Forever 21, and Vic-

toria’s Secret. Pick up a holiday

savings book at the customer
service desk. If you still don’t
know what to buy, give a Green
Acres Mall gift card, and let

the recipient decide.

Has your pet been naughty
ornice? If it promises to be good for Santa,
bring it to “Paws and Claus” Night. The
fun takes places Tuesdays, Dec. 11 and
18, from 6 to 9 pm. If the Kkids have been
good, they can visit Santa, too, every day,
through Dec. 24. Holiday festivities are
happening all month — caroling, danc-

day hours.

7~/

gTGGDL
dCI'€S

ing, and special performances. Check out
the calendar of events online.

Green Acres Mall [2034 Sunrise Hwy. off
W. Circle Drive in Valley Stream, Long Is-
land, (516) 561-1157, www.GreenAcresMal-
lonline.com.] See website for extended holi-

Smile for the Sony

mile and say, “I
found the perfect
gift!”

It will happen when
you purchase a Sony digi-
tal camera at Universal
Electronics and Appli-
ances, for $79. This cam-
era has 14.1 megapixels,
a 5x optical zoom, and a
28mm wide-angle lens.
It’s the perfect present
for those who want to
capture the memories of
the holidays and
beyond. You'll
still be smiling
whentherecipient
of your thought-
fulness asks you
to pose for photos,
as youll Kknow
youre the one
who made the fun
possible.

Universal
Electronics and

Appliances sells televi-
sions, computers, lap-
tops, tablets, car audio
equipment, refrigerators,
surveillance cameras,
and more. Its been in
business for 20 years, so
you can shop with confi-
dence, knowing it will be
around, should you have
to exchange anything af-
ter the holidays.

“We help our custom-
ers solve any problems
they might have,” says

Manny Santos, manager
of the Queens store for
two decades. “We're a
mom and pop shop.”
Universal Electron-
ics and Appliances [170-
08 Jamaica Ave. between
170th and 171st streets in
Jamaica, Queens, (718)
725-1335] and [1170 Ful-
ton St. between Bedford
and Franklin avenues in
Crown Heights, Brooklyn,
(718) 230-1214]. Open seven
days a week, 10 am-8 pm.
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Fishin' for fun

he Italian Feast of
the Seven Fishes
has long been a

Christmas Eve tradition.
Celebrate by bringing the
entire family to Giardino
Restaurant for a $49 per
person meal of fish ga-
lore, and lots more. Des-
sert, appetizers, entrees
— it’s all included in the
price, and it’s available
all day long on Dec. 24.
Additional  holiday-
themed events include
Sunday brunch with
Santa, who will give out
goodie bags to all the
kids. Ring in the New
Year with a sitdown din-
ner, party favors, and
midnight champagne
toast, for $52 per person.
And when the holidays
are over, the fun doesn’t
end. Wednesday eve-
nings, at 5 pm, enjoy half-
price bottles of wine, and
complimentary wine and

cheese tastings. On Fri-
days, there’s live music
in the main dining room
with guitarist Kevin Ro-
nan. Giardino is known
for its Northern Italian
cuisine, specialty pastas,
and brick oven pizza. Pri-
vate parties and corpo-
rate events are welcome.

Giardino  Restaurant
[44-37 Douglaston Pkwy. be-
tween Douglaston Parkway
and Northern Boulevard
in Douglaston, Queens,
(718) 428-1090, www.Gi-
ardinos.com]. Open Mon-
days — Thursdays, noon—10

pm; Fridays — Saturdays,
noon-11 pm; and Sundays,
11 am-10 pm.

Giardino is part of the
Russo Group that includes:
Russo’s on the Bay [162-45
Cross Bay Blvd. between
162nd street and Cross
Bay Boulevard in Howard
Beach, Queens, (718) 843-
5055, www.RussosOnThe-
Bay.com] and Vetro Res-
taurant and Lounge [164-49
Cross Bay Blvd. between
165th  street and Cross
Bay Boulevard in Howard
Beach, Queens, (718) 843-
8387, www.Vetronyc.com.

Brunch with Santa

he kids won’t have
towaitupallnight
to catch a glimpse

of Santa. They can have
Sunday brunch with him
at Bourbon Street Cafe on
Dec. 16.

The fun starts when
Santa arrives aboard a
New York City Fire De-
partment truck at 11:30
am, ready to pose for
photos with all his ad-
mirers. Reservations
are required, and when
you purchase an adult
brunch, your child under
age 12 eats free of charge.

Dine at the Bourbon
Street Cafe, and taste
baby back ribs, just liked
they're cooked in Louisi-
ana. The meat is so tender,
it falls off the bones, and
it’s smothered in a tangy
house barbecue sauce.
Blackened catfish and sea-
food gumbo are other tra-

R Y S
s \ Lo
4 LR e

-

ditional favorites.

Chef Joe Cannella is
a graduate of the Culi-
nary Institute of Amer-
ica, creating innovative
and flavorful dishes in
Cajun-American  style.
Every sauce is made on
the premises, cooked to
order. For 2013, there will
be a new menu of original
dishes, and that makes

for one happy new year.
Bourbon Street Cafe [40-
12 Belle Blvd. between 40th
and 41st avenues in Bay-
side, Queens, (718) 224-2200,
www.BourbonStreeetNY.
com]. Open Sundays-Thurs-
days, noon-11 pm, Fridays
and  Saturdays, noon-
midnight, and for Sunday
brunch, noon-3 pm.

HOLIDAY FOOD & DINING

Santa Claus is coming to

ardino

by, Goeaso'’s on he, %:y

Brunch with Santa .. ‘
Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd ;* « &
12:00 pm — 3 pm ‘

Have your photo
taken with %
Santa Claus

Photos and goody

‘bags for kids

Enjoy our Sunday Brunch

Menu 11:00 am-2:00 pm
$28pp (Adults) ® $15 (Children 10&under]

Xmas Eve ala carte or
“Feast of 7 Fishes”
Prix Fixe $49pp

New Years Eve ala Carte
Seatings until 7pm

Holiday party seating at pm
Prix Fixe $52pp

Call now to make a reservation -
718-428-1090

44-37 Douglaston Parkway,
Douglaston, NY 11363

Giardinos.com

41
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It's Christmas ‘to-go’

ver wish
Santa would
send a helper

to do all the shop-
ping, chopping, and
cooking for the holi-
day meal?

Austin’s Steak &
Ale House creates the
magic with “Christ-
mas To Go.” This spe-
cial catering menu [
features full dinners [S5e =
for the holidays, with | Photo by Steve

all the trimmings. Choose a spiral-sliced
ham or a roasted turkey. You'll get stuff-
ing, cranberry sauce, gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, sweet potatoes, creamed spinach,
fresh baked rolls, salad, and an apple
or pumpkin pie. There’s a dinner that
serves 10 to 12 people, and another that
serves 20. With help like this, you get to
enjoy spending time with your guests.
Austin’s Steak & Ale House is known
for its steaks and burgers, especially the
blue label burger, made from a combi-
nation of three cuts of beef. The restau-

rant partners with St. John’s University.
Bring in a ticket from the same day’s
game, and receive 10 percent off a lunch
or dinner entree.

Austin’s Steak & Ale House [82-70 Aus-
tin St. between Mulberry Street and Lef-
ferts Boulevard in Kew Gardens, Queens,
(718)  849-3939, www.AustinsSteakan-
dAleHouse.com]. Open Sundays, Mon-
days, Tuesdays, noon-11 pm,; Wednesdays,
noon-midnight; Thursdays, Fridays, Sat-
urdays, noon-1 am, and on Sunday for
brunch, noon—4 pm.

Welcome the wienerschnitzel

arve the roast
goose. Bring out
the bratwurst and

the knockwurst.

Tourists may travel to
Germany to experience the
ambiance of the season,
but we enjoy it all at Zum
Stammtisch  Restaurant
and its pork store. Come
for a holiday dinner at the
restaurant, or buy what
you need from its shop
to create your own feast.
Select from 100 different
kinds of meat and sausage.

The full-service
butcher department can
cut your holiday roast to
your specifications. Get
all the trimmings, too
— German potato salad,
red cabbage, sauerkraut,
German chocolate, and
cookies. There are about
1,000 different products,
imported from Germany,
and more than 40 differ-

ent types of imported
beer. No time to cook? Ca-
ter the merry-making.
Zum Stammtisch Res-
taurant has been serving
the Glendale community
for 40 years. Brothers
Hans and Werner make
annual visits to Germany
to bring traditional reci-
pestothebusiness started
by their father, John, in
1972. Corporate events are
welcome. Gift certificates
— and wieners — make
great stocking stuffers.

Zum Stammtisch Res-
taurant [69-46 Myrtle Ave.
between Cooper avenue
and 70th street in Glendale,

Queens, (718) 386-3014,
www.ZumStammtisch.
com/. Open daily, noon-10
pm. Stammtisch Pork Store
[69-40 Myrtle Ave. between
Cooper avenue and 70th
street in Glendale, Queens
(718) 386-7200, www.Stam-
mtischPorkStore.com].
Open Tuesdays through
Saturdays, 9 am—6 pm and
Sundays, 11 am—6 pm.

Forest Hills Diner
& Restaurant
is Now Serving

Steak, Chops
and More.

600D FOOD
600D COMPANY
7 GOODTIMES

The Famous Chef - Humberto - and his Partner Benito (formerly of Ember
Steakhouse) are now Preparing Delicious Steaks for the Queens Community.
Please Come and Enjoy Our Menu.

APPETIZERS

ENTREES

Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more Eurchase!
NO CHANGE TO THE DINER MENU WILL BE MADE!

Thank you for your support!
68-60 AUSTIN STREET ¢ FOREST HILLS, QUEENS ¢ 718.997.7744

“»

T hey’ll bring the party right to
your home.

Jimmy’s Trattoria, known for
its Sicilian and Napolitan cuisine, pro-
vides full catering services to the tri-
state area. You won’t have to cook, and a
waiter will be sent to your house, too, al-
lowing you the opportunity to be served
for the holidays. Now that’s something
to celebrate.

When you dine at Jimmy’s Trattoria,
you’ll feel right at home, too.

“Customers are all friends,” says
owner Jimmy Boushehri. “If you come
here for a second time, I know you. Nine
out of 10 customers are repeaters.”

Oh, little town of ... Sicily

 —

That says a lot about the food and the
customer service. Boushehri has been
around since 1986, working his way
up from bus boy to waiter to manager,
and finally, in 2007, to owner. Come for
the red sauce, Alfredo cream, the veal
chops, and the filet mignon. But start
with a drink at the full bar, the place
where everybody knows your name.

Jimmy’s Trattoria [45-73 Bell Bluvd.
between 45th Drive and 46th Avenue in
Bayside, Queens, (718) 229-5319]. Open
Mondays through Thursdays, 3:30-11 pm;
Fridays, 3:30 pm-midnight, Saturdays, 4
pm-midnight; and Sundays, 1-10 pm.




Eldercare

GREAT GIFT IDEAS
FOR SENIORS

mous with the holiday season. Fam-

ily members exchange gifts with one
another, employees trade gifts and greeting
cards with their coworkers, and students
participate in grab bag gift exchanges in
the classroom.

Giving gifts is such a big part of the holi-
day season that shoppers may run out of
gift ideas before they have crossed everyone
off their lists. For example, it might not be
easy to find the perfect gift for the senior cit-
izen on your holiday shopping list. Seniors
might not be up-to-date on the latest gadgets
or might have downgraded from a home to
a more manageable living arrangement,
so knickknacks or decorative items for the
home may not be too practical, either. The
following are a few tips for gifting seniors
this holiday season.

Exchanging gifts has become synony-

Warm things up

As people age, many develop medical
conditions that require medication. Medica-
tions like blood thinners can make seniors
feel the cold more than others, so a gift that
can keep seniors warm through the winter
can make a great gift. A thick wool sweater
or a fleece blanket is both practical and
thoughtful.

Open a senior’'s eyes
to e-readers

Many seniors find that maintaining a
household is simply too much work once
all the kids have grown up and moved out.
As aresult, many move from private homes
into apartment complexes geared to the
senior set or even into assisted living fa-
cilities that make it easier to deal with the
daily demands of life. When seniors make
such a move, they sacrifice space for conve-
nience. Personal libraries may no longer be
possible or practical, but an e-reader allows

seniors to store their favorite books in one
small and convenient place.

Give the lap of luxury

Many seniors are on fixed incomes,
which greatly limit how much disposable
income they have to treat themselves to
something nice. But seniors still love a trip
to the spa or a round of golf just as much as
their younger counterparts. Savvy shop-
pers know that deals can be had on such
luxuries, and it just takes a little patience
and research.

Go healthy

Many men and women embrace a health-
ier lifestyle as they age. Seniors who might
have been too busy raising a family to focus
on their own health are typically encour-
aged by their physicians to exercise and em-
brace healthier eating habits. Gift-givers
can help seniors on their quests to become
healthier by buying them a membership
to a local fitness club, many of which
provide classes designed specifically
for seniors. Fitness clubs typically of-
fer discounted memberships to seniors,
who might even be eligible for rebates
from their health insurance providers
if they meet established attendance re-
quirements. Seniors who suffer from ar-
thritis might benefit from a membership
at a nearby yoga center.

Give the gift of
communication
Sometimes the best

gift is the simplest gift.
Seniors love to speak
with their children and
grandchildren, so why not
give the gift of communica-
tion? If you haven't already,
Continued on Page 44
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Tips for vetting charities

onating to a charity
or nonprofit organi-
zation is a selfless

act that pays dividends for
the less fortunate. Whether
you plan to be a financial
donor or donate your time
as a volunteer, your efforts
help charities stay afloat
and achieve the goals set
forth in their mission state-
ments.

Many people struggle
when it comes to choosing
a charity with which to as-
sociate, especially seniors.
With so many worthy chari-
ties, the vetting process
can be difficult, as chari-
ties that warrant your time
and money are just as easily
found as nefarious organi-
zations designed to mislead
donors. Elderly people must
be wary of potential con art-
ists, who can be persistent
in their pursuits. When vet-
ting a charity, consider the
following tips.

Have some
familiarity with
the organization.

Many people hope to
contribute to a charity with
which they have a personal
connection. You might have
volunteered with this orga-
nization in the past or you
or a loved one may have
even benefitted from its ser-
vices or programs. Such a
personal connection can
help you feel more secure
about your donations or ef-

forts and may even help you
feel as if you're giving back
to an organization that
helped you in the past.

Do your homework

If you aren’t very famil-
iar with a charity but its
mission statement strikes
a chord, then learn as much
aboutthe charity as possible
before making your deci-
sion to donate or volunteer.
Don’'t allow an especially
persuasive telemarketer to
make your decision for you.
Instead, listen to what a so-
licitor has to say and then
let him know you want to do
more research before mak-
ing a final decision. Visit
the organization’s website,
or ask someone to do it for
you, check out its rating
from the Better Business
Bureau or a charity evalu-
ator like Charity Navigator,
and talk to friends and fam-
ily to see if they have any
experience with the charity
before making your deci-
sion.

Be wary of
organizations that
put pressure on
you.

An established charity
won’t need to put pressure
on you to donate. While
charities and nonprofit or-
ganizations rely heavily on
donors and volunteers to
remain operational, their
lights won’t be turned off

if you don't immediately
make a donation. If solici-
tors try to pressure you into
making a donation over the
phone, politely end the con-
versation without sharing
any personal information.
While the holiday season
presents a charity’s best
time of year to raise funds,
an organization will be just
as happy to receive your
donation after the holiday
season when you have had
ample time to gather infor-
mation and make a more
informed decision. Organi-
zations that try to pressure
people into making dona-
tions are most likely disrep-
utable.

Recognize that
you might be a
target.

Criminals who run
fraudulent charity scams
target specific groups of
people, most notably the
elderly. They often call fre-
quently to establish a rap-
port in the hopes of tricking
elderly citizens into mak-
ing donations and sharing
sensitive financial informa-
tion. Seniors should be espe-
cially vigilant when vetting
a charity, avoid sharing fi-
nancial information over
the telephone, and then dis-
cuss their donations with
their children or loved ones
who can help them deter-
mine whether an organiza-
tion is legitimate or not.

slips and
falls this
winter

inter is right around the cor-
ner. That means that most
people will be trading in wind-

breakers and rakes for heavy coats and
snow shovels. Winter can be a beautiful
time of the year, but the snow and ice
that covers the landscape in a pristine
sheet of white can present certain haz-
ards as well.

Walking on ice can be extremely
dangerous, particularly to those people
who already may have mobility issues,
such as the elderly. According to the Na-
tional Safety Council, slips and falls are
the single largest cause of emergency
room visits. Slip and fall injuries also
are the third largest cause of workplace
injuries, says the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.

Many accidental falls occur from
lack of stability or poor physical health.
However, come winter, many falls can
be attributed to walking on slippery sur-
faces covered with snow or ice. To avoid
falls on ice, you might want to take cer-
tain precautions.

Change the way you walk

Adapting to the slippery conditions
could help prevent some of the falls
caused by snow and ice. When walking
on ice, plant feet with toes facing out-
ward slightly, and then shuffle along.
Hunching over a little and extending
arms outward will help to lower your
center of gravity and also offer a little
more stability. Take short, flat steps so
that the heels and toes of your shoes stay
in contact with the ground as much as

Walking on ice can be extremely

dangerous, particularly to those
people who already may have mo-
bility issues, such as the elderly.

possible and offer maximum surface
contact.

Switch shoes

Flat shoes with rubber soles are
more capable of gripping the ice than
other types of shoes. Contrary to pop-
ular belief, clunky winter boots may
make walking more difficult. Try rain
boots instead, as rain boots typically
have flatter soles. There also are many
different types of shoe ice grips on the
market that can be added to the soles of
shoes. They easily slip on to offer more
traction. Whenever possible, try to
avoid shoes with already slippery soles
or high heels. Carry these shoes with
you and change after you are inside.

Remove shoes indoors

Slips and falls can happen inside a
home as well. Many people have tile or
laminate entryways in their homes, and
these entrances can become quite slip-
pery when snow-packed shoes warm up
and the snow melts, creating a wet, slick
surface. Avoid falls by placing mats by
the front door and removing shoes when
you enter. Stash a pair of slippers nearby
into which you can change.

Falls on slippery surfaces can be
quite dangerous, especially for seniors.
Avoid trips to the emergency room for
broken bones or abrasions by slowing
down, dressing appropriately, and walk-
ing on paths that have been cleared of
snow and ice.

Senior gifts

Continued from 43

alter your cellphone plan to a family plan
that gives seniors unlimited minutes when
calling family members so they can speak
to their grandkids as often as possible. You
can even go the extra mile and upgrade a se-
nior’s computer so he has access to instant
messaging and video conferencing services
such Skype, allowing seniors to see just
how fast their grandchildren are growing
even if those youngsters are on the other
side of the country.
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Elderly face
challenges coping
with Sandy’s impact

ileen James sits by the window when
Ethe sun is out, wears gloves to bed,
and hasn’'t had a hot meal in a week.

Like many elderly people in the New York
area coping with no electricity or heat in
their homes in the aftermath of super storm
Sandy, the 78-year-old retired secretary con-
fesses she’s “starting to get less and less pa-
tient.”

Healthcare officials, social workers, and
other volunteers are paying close attention
to the elderly in the days since Sandy left mil-
lions in the dark throughout metropolitan
New York and New Jersey. While some say
life experiences have tempered the ability of
the region’s oldest residents to cope with the
immensity of the destruction, others note
signs that the stress of no electricity, dis-
placement from their homes, and upheaval
from their daily routines is beginning to
take a toll.

Some caregivers were
unable to reach their
elderly patients because
of transportation problems
and the older people were
left alone without help.

“When the sun is out, I gravitate to where
it is coming in through a window and I sit
there,” James said as temperatures hovered
in the high 40s. “I took my thermometer with
me and it went up six degrees, and I felt a lit-
tle warmer.”

The situation is the same for thousands
throughout the region.

At Comstock Court, a subsidized apart-
ment building for senior citizens in Asbury
Park, N.J., residents were given fliers in-
forming them about free hot meals being
served 10 blocks away.

Several said they were unable to make
the trek even though their food has spoiled.

“I’'m not walking over there. That’s too
far for me. My knees can’t take it,” said Pam
Grove, 75.

Two utility poles were down behind the
building and a snapped electrical wire was
lying in the street half a block away.

Tenants had running water and were us-
ing their gas stoves to stay warm.

“It’s dangerous, but if you don’t turn
your stove on, you've got pneumonia,” said
72-year-old Rudolph Graham, the president
of the tenants association.

Karen Boorshtein, president and CEO of
Long Island’s Family Service League, said
the group has been monitoring nursing
homes and reaching out through social work-
ers to check on the elderly in their homes.

“We're making sure patients’ needs are
being met; if they need to be evacuated that
they are evacuated,” Boorshtein said. The
workers also stay in contact with patients’
relatives “to make sure there are no con-
cerns with their loved ones in the nursing
homes.”

Suffolk County’s Office of Aging reached
out to 725 seniors before the storm to warn
them to prepare, said county spokeswoman
Vanessa Baird-Streeter. When Sandy passed,
the office sent teams to the homes of resi-
dents who couldn’t be reached by telephone
and by Nov. 2, all had been accounted for, she
said. Some were provided with extra blan-
kets and food while others were taken to Red
Cross shelters.

Dr. Marie Genevieve-Iselin, a psycholo-
gist specializing in elder care at Zucker Hill-
side Hospital in Queens, said many of her pa-
tients have fared well.

“On the whole, they are very resilient,”
she said, adding that older adults generally
tend to cope well. “They have had other cri-
ses in their lives that they have been able to
master and it gives them a road map.”

Dr. Gisele Wolf-Klein, director of Geriat-
ric Education at North Shore-Long Island
Jewish Health System, said older dementia
patients were among those facing the great-
est challenges.

“Some of those who care for the elderly
were unable to get to their homes because
of their own transportation issues,” Wolf-
Klein said. That meant some older patients
were “left alone without any help and that
becomes a major, major problem.”

She said some patients required changes
in their medication, while others were tem-
porarily placed in elder care facilities to be
treated for heightened anxiety.

Up the street from Eileen James’s home
in Farmingdale, Mike Katz, a 73-year-old re-
tired advertising executive, said the chilly
temperatures, dipping into the mid-30s over-
night, are most troublesome for him and his
wife.

“We’re coping pretty good, but it’s very
cold,” he said as he raked leaves strewn from
Sandy’s storm. “I knew it was going to be
bad. And it was.”

Katz said despite initial predictions that
power would be restored in seven to 10 days,

Eileen Miley looks for magnets that might be salvageable at her home that was de-
stroyed by flooding during Hurricane Sandy on Staten Island.

he was not optimistic.

“I think it’s going to be almost 20 days.
Ten days would be wonderful, but there re-
ally are alot of things to clean up.”

Island Harvest, a Long Island-based food
bank, dispatched a fleet of 11 trucks to vari-
ous locations, giving out sandwiches and
drinks. President and CEO Randi Shubin
Dresner said she has seen many seniors at
the trucks.

She encountered a woman on Nov. 2 out-
side the Point Lookout firehouse, whom she
described as a “younger senior, in her late
50s.”

“She just had this forlorn look,” Dresner
said. The woman would not tell Dresner
what had happened to her.

“She didn’t even know what to ask for.
And when I said, ‘What can I give you, what
can we help you with?’ she just was shaking
her head and holding back tears. Then she
asked, ‘How about a hug?’”

“She grabbed me and she gave me this
hug and she didn’t want to let go. And when
she let go she said, ‘That’s what I needed

more than anything.’”
“They’re just feeling alone and they're
struggling.” — AP / Frank Eltman
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ADVERTISEMENT

The Care Mom Needs - at Home
Healthfirst’s Long Term Care Options

Of course Mom wants to stay
home; that’s where her memories
are. The