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BY PHIL CORSO

Whether the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has final-
ized its changes in departure 
procedures out of LaGuardia Air-
port or not, elected officials from 

northeast Queens said they would 
not go down quietly.

Borough leaders, including 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), U.S. Rep.-elect Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and state Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 

joined with more than 50 area 
residents Saturday morning to 
protest FAA plans, which have 
led to complaints of air and noise 
pollution.

“The FAA is in for the fight 
of its life,” Avella said, calling on 

elected officials on the national 
level to add their voices to the bat-
tle. “This is a winnable fight, but 
it is going to take each and every 
one of us to get involved.”

The FAA did not return re-
Continued on Page 16
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Boro raises voice over fl ight noise
Northeast community leaders rally for seat at FAA negotiating table

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

Maestro David Close (c.) conducts members of the Orchestral Arts Emsemble of Queens as they are joined by the Oratorio Society of Queens during the 
group’s annual concert at Queensborough Performing Arts Center in Bayide. Photo by Christina Santucci
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health crisis

Cuomo, Silver 
pledge to halt 

co-op tax hikes
BY PHIL CORSO

Co-op and condo owners need 
not worry about any drastic tax 
increases because Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo has committed to their 
cause, lawmakers said Monday.

In a statement, state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-Bay-
side) and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said Cuomo and 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Sil-
ver (D-Manhattan) would pass a 
measure authorizing retroactive 
tax relief.

“It is reassuring to receive a 
commitment from the governor 
and the speaker to pass an exten-
sion retroactively,” Braunstein 
said. “I want to thank Gov. Cuo-
mo and Speaker Silver for their 
leadership on this issue.”

Earlier this year, the state 
Legislature failed to extend the 
J-51 program, which provided 
co-op and condo owners with mil-
lions of dollars in tax abatements 
to help maintain and upgrade 
properties. The program official-
ly ended June 30, but lawmakers 
said agreements were in place to 
pass a new plan.

In response to the concern, 
lawmakers throughout northeast 
Queens spoke out against any 
sudden tax increases for co-op 
and condo owners, including state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 

Continued on Page 15
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BY PHIL CORSO

Even before Hurricane 
Sandy, Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
said his group maintained a 
running list of ailing trees 
in his part of northeast 
Queens, but to no avail.

According to 
Friedrich, the Glen Oaks 
tree-trimming laundry list 
went virtually unnoticed 
when presented to the city 
Parks Department despite 
warnings about roughly 50 
unhealthy trees.

By the time Super-
storm Sandy swept through 
his streets, Friedrich said 
almost half of the already 
problematic trees had top-
pled down from the intense 
wind and rain.

“Had those trees been 
pruned, they wouldn’t 
have come down so easily,” 
Friedrich said. “The city 
is basically ignoring the 
pleas of northeast Queens 
communities.”

In front of uprooted 
sidewalk plots where trees 
once stood and homes with 
missing roof shingles, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) joined civic leaders 
and homeowners in Flo-
ral Park last Thursday to 
blast the Parks Department 
for neglecting homeown-
ers’ requests and failing to 
maintain its trees.

“One of the biggest 
problems residents had 
to deal with in the after-

math of Hurricane Sandy 
was downed trees,” Avella 
said. “It is extremely un-
fortunate that many of the 
downed trees that either 
fell on homes or blocked 
streets are the same trees 
that constituents have been 
calling on the city to re-
move for years.”

Avella said a chang-
ing climate has forced the 
city’s hand in committing 
to new policies involving 
tree damage, stump re-
moval and the placement of 
new trees. The senator had 

held a news conference on 
the subject in July 2011 and 
said things have not gotten 
any better this year.

To expedite progress, 
Avella said he developed 
his own plan, which includ-
ed calling on the forma-
tion of a tree policy review 
committee to evaluate tree 
maintenance and to put an 
immediate temporary halt 
to the city’s Million Tree 
Planting program until 
new rules and procedures 
are installed.

“This just further il-

lustrates what I have been 
saying for years as a former 
City Council member and 
now state senator — the 
city needs to do a far better 
job at maintaining the trees 
that are already planted 
before planting a million 
more,” Avella said. “Going 
forward, there needs to be 
a concrete plan in place to 
address this serious prob-
lem.”

Avella said the city 
was rushing to fulfill its 
million trees commitment 

BY PHIL CORSO

Lawyers caught prac-
ticing without a license 
will now be charged with 
a felony, according to the 
northeast Queens official 
who originally introduced 
the bill.

Legislation introduced 
by state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
designed to crack down on 
fake lawyers victimizing 
New Yorkers was signed 
into law last week, upping 
the penalty from a misde-
meanor to a Class E felony. 
The assemblyman said the 
tougher penalty should go 
on to protect the most vul-
nerable New Yorkers.

“Over the past several 
years, there have been hun-
dreds of complaints by im-
migrants who have been 
victimized by fraudulent 
attorneys,” Braunstein 
said. “No one should ever 
be forced to leave the coun-
try because of the practices 
of dishonest con artists 
claiming to be lawyers. 
By having this law signed, 
we are standing up for the 
rights of all New Yorkers 
to ensure that individuals 
receive proper legal assis-
tance.”

For most state-licensed 
professions in New York, 
unlicensed practice con-
stitutes a class E felony, 
Braunstein said. But under 
current law, unlicensed 
lawyers caught in the act 
would only receive a misde-
meanor.

“When New Yorkers 
have legal problems, they 
deserve a real attorney. Un-
scrupulous individuals pre-
tending to be lawyers often 
prey on immigrants and the 
poor,” said New York State 
Bar Association President 
Seymour W. James Jr. “The 
consequences of their bad 
advice can be life-altering 
for their victims, resulting 
in jail time, loss of child 
custody, deportation and 
financial hardship.”

Now after Cuomo’s 
approval, Braunstein’s 
new law will increase the 
penalty of the unlicensed 
practice of law a felony as 
of Nov. 1, 2013.

“We have no tolerance 
for scam artists who pose 
as lawyers and deceive New 
Yorkers in need of legal 
help,” Cuomo said. “This 
new law will help hold ac-
countable individuals who 

Braunstein law aims 
to bust fake lawyers

Avella gets tough on trees
Senator scolds city for silence on residents’ pleas for trimming

A bill introduced by state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
that aims to toughen penal-
ties on fake lawyers through-
out the state will take effect in 
November 2013.

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 16

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) joins with residents of northeast Queens to demand reform to the city 
Parks Department’s management of trees in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Phil Corso
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BY PHIL CORSO

High school students 
study the Civil War every 
year, but rarely do they 
ever get a chance to see, 
hear, smell and taste it.

That all changed Fri-
day when hundreds of 
students at Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School in 
Bayside took to the fields 
throughout the day to see 
what life was like for Civil 
War soldiers firsthand, 
complete with A-frame 
tents, period food, uni-
forms, weaponry and even 
shaving equipment.

The entire event was 
orchestrated with help 
from history teacher Peter 
Ridout, an active member 
of the 124th New York State 
Volunteers Civil War re-
enactment unit.

“I want these kids to 
get a real appreciation of 
history,” Ridout said. “Any-
thing that I can do to bring 

that to life is what it’s all 
about.”

As he has done for five 
consecutive years now, 
Ridout arrived at Cardozo 
in the early hours of the 
morning, regardless of the 
weather, to prepare its field 

so that it accurately por-
trays the camps of the Civil 
War era. Throughout the 
day, hundreds of Ameri-
can history students at the 
school took tours of the site 
to see the ins and outs of 
Civil War life up close.

Assistant Principal of 
Social Studies Peter Geor-
gatos said the event has 
grown to become a school 
tradition that sets Car-
dozo apart from any other 
high schools in northeast 
Queens.

“Putting something 
like this together makes 
much more of an impres-
sion on the kids,” Georgatos 
said. “It brings it all to life 
and that is what separates 
us from any other school.”

To engage the students 
in sight, Ridout assembled 
the same style of tents in 
which soldiers would sleep 
inside. While they could 
read all they wanted about 
how tightly packed those 
tents were, the history 
teacher of more than 25 
years said the lessons re-
ally hit home with the kids 
once they were packed in-
side the tents themselves.

Ridout also organized 
more musical lessons 
where students could expe-
rience the important role 
of the drums, as they were 
used during the Civil War 
to execute commands, he 
said. The history teacher 
also outlined firing proce-
dures during battle.

And to engage all of 
the students’ senses, Ridout 
ignited a camp fire and pre-
pared period food for them 
to try themselves. The his-
tory teacher said he pre-
pared one of the more popu-
lar dishes known as apples 
and onions, served with the 
same types of utensils sol-
diers had used during that 
era.

Though all of these 
messages could be con-
veyed by rolling a televi-
sion into the classroom to 
show Civil War movies and 
documentaries, Ridout said 
there was nothing like the 
real thing.

“Teenagers are much 
more tactile,” Ridout said. 
“The movie is still a movie. 
But this way, students get 
to crawl into a tent and see 
where soldiers had to sleep. 
It allows them to see the life 
for themselves.”

Cardozo brings the gritty Civil War to life for students
History teacher sets up battlefi eld scene with military uniforms, food, weaponry and A-frame tents
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ment. Photo courtesy Peter Georgatos
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4 Clues in Midtown slay
lead police to Queens

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The investigation 

into a broad daylight as-
sassination in Manhattan 
earlier this month has led 
authorities across the river 
to Queens in search of an-
swers, according to police 
and multiple reports.

Los Angeles law stu-
dent and hip-hop promoter 
Brandon Lincoln Woodard, 
31, was walking down a 
sidewalk near Manhattan’s 
Columbus Circle at about 2 
p.m. Dec. 10 when he was 
shot point blank in the back 
of the head by a man who 
then walked to a getaway 
car, according to NYPD.

That left the island 
via the Queens-Midtown 
Tunnel, according to the 
New York Post, and police 
soon followed, locating the 
rented silver-gray Lincoln 
MKX in Rosedale.

Police have made no 
arrests in either the Colum-
bus Circle shooting nor the 
assault rifle murder as of 
press time Tuesday.

Sources told the Post 
that a woman may have 
rented the car for the killer 
and his accomplice.

Just afterward, police 
took into custody a 40-year-
old Rosedale man who 
might be a friend of some-
one involved in the hit, 
sources told the Post.

But the Queens con-
nections do not stop there.

A cellphone being 
tracked as part of the inves-
tigation has also been tied 
to the summer’s bloodiest 
shooting, sources told the 
Post.

That incident oc-
curred July 7, when three 

men were killed and one 
was wounded in an early 
morning ambush involving 
an assault rifle, according 
to police and reports.

Across the street from 
Springfield Gardens High 
School at about 5 a.m., three 
men in a Jeep Cherokee 
were torn apart in a hail of 
gunfire, police said, and a 
fourth was injured.

Neighbors described 
the scene as gruesome, as 
crowds stood out all day 
while police combed the 
crime scene for clues and 
took away the bodies. One 
man, referring to the num-
ber of empty shell casings 
glimmering on 144th Street, 
told TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, “It looked like a piggy 
bank busted open.”

Early reports sug-
gested that the carload of 
people may have had an al-
tercation with someone at 
a Brooklyn location before 
the killing, but one of the 
men killed, Queens’ James 
Bussereth, 33, may also 
have been murdered in re-
taliation of a $1 million rob-
bery, the Post reported at 
the time.

Investigators in this 
month’s shooting have also 
tied the 9 mm gun used to 
shoot Woodard in the back 
of the head to an incident 
that occurred in Queens 
Nov. 29, 2009, according to 
the NYPD.

On that day, two men 
pumped a total of 12 rounds 
into a St. Albans home near 
the corner of Mangin Av-
enue and Hannibal Street, 
according to police.

Woodard is the father 
of a 4-year-old girl and has 

Chain stores slip in Queens
Nonprofi t study fi nds 2012 growth slower than in past two years

BY JOE ANUTA

Chain stores in Queens 
grew at half the rate of last 
year, a report released Mon-
day showed, though their 
effect on the borough is not 
always positive, according 
to business experts.

“State of the Chains 
2012” is an annual report 
published by the Center for 
an Urban Future, a Man-
hattan-based nonprofit, 
and showed that the city as 
a whole added 2.4 percent 
more chain stores this year, 
while the stores in Queens 
grew at a slower rate of 2.1 
percent.

Seth Bornstein, execu-
tive director of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation, said chains 
can add a value to the busi-
ness landscape of the bor-
ough, but having too many 
of them can create a drag 
on the economy.

“As in many things in 
life, a good balance is key 
as there are pros and cons 
to chain stores,” he said.

Queens boasts the 
second-highest number of 
chain stores in the city — 

Dunkin’ Donuts has set 
up more franchises in the 
borough than in any other 
— but this year ranked be-
hind the Bronx, Manhattan 
and Brooklyn in its growth 
rate. State Island actually 
lost chain stores over the 
last year.

The growth rate in 
Queens is about half of 
what it was in 2010 and 2011, 
when the borough saw a 5.4 
percent increase in chains.

Heading into 2012, 
Queens had 1,624 of the 
businesses, with Dunkin’ 
Donuts and Subway lead-

ing the way. By the end of 
the year, 34 more stores had 
opened up shop.

But they did not do so 
in every neighborhood.

A ZIP code in the 
Elmhurst and Corona ar-
eas had the largest concen-

Dunkin’ Donuts has more chain stores in Queens than in any other borough, a new study shows. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Beep candidates wary of soccer site
BY JOE ANUTA

The field of candidates hoping 
to fill the shoes of Borough President 
Helen Marshall have varying opin-
ions on whether or not Major League 
Soccer should build a 25,000-seat sta-
dium in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

The current field heading into 
next year’s elections includes state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Deputy Borough President 
Barry Grodenchik, former Forest 
Hills Councilwoman Melinda Katz, 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria).

Some of the candidates were ve-
hemently against the controversial 
plans to plop the stadium on the site of 
the Fountain of Industry, a site north-

west of the Unisphere, while one was 
opposed to the idea.

A vocal opposition has emerged 
decrying the loss of public parkland 
that would be associated with the 
project.

Avella has aligned himself with 

that opposition and rejected outright 
the fundamental idea that building 
on the borough’s largest green space 
is not acceptable.

“I was at the rally against it,” he 
said. “I like the idea of a soccer stadi-
um. I oppose the location and want to 
see more specifics.”

Avella added that if MLS gets tax 
breaks as has been rumored, in his 
eyes it would contradict the league’s 
claims that the stadium would be 
built without public money.

Comrie is the chairman of the 
Council Land Use Committee and 
said as such he could not state his sup-
port or opposition to the project until 
the Council members whose districts 
abut the site had made their opinions 
known — a process he follows for any 
other land-use proposal.

“I normally try to work with the 

A rendering shows the proposed site of the 
soccer stadium proposed by Major League 
Soccer. Rendering courtesy MLS

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
A member of the NYPD’s Crime Scene Unit performs an investiga-
tion in front of a bullet-ridden Jeep in July.
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5Rockaways face health crisis after Sandy
Offi cials say peninsula lacks urgent care facilities as residents stare down long road to recovery

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
When Peninsula Hos-

pital closed last year, many 
feared the Rockaways 
would plunge into a health 
crisis, and now in a post-
Sandy world those fears are 
being put to the test.

“Anybody who doesn’t 
recognize that there is a 
significant health risk 
looming in the Rockaways 
has blinders on,” said state 
Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park). 
“The lack of 
health care on the penin-
sula is something I’ve been 
dealing with for a long time 
now. And the likelihood of 
a real need for increased 
health care over the imme-
diate future is definitely go-
ing to grow.”

Peninsula Hospital in 
Far Rockaway closed its 
doors in April, nearly 104 
years after it first opened in 
the beach community. The 

shuttering of the 173-bed 
facility, which employed 
about 1,000 people, leaves 
one hospital on the penin-
sula: St. John’s Episcopal 
in Far Rockaway, a 257-bed 
facility with 29 full-time 
physicians on staff.

St. John’s remained 
operational through Hur-
ricane Sandy and its after-
math with officials saying 
the staff worked two to 
three shifts at a time dur-

ing the most 
critical hours to 
serve patients 
requiring criti-

cal care. According to a 
hospital spokeswoman, St. 
John’s has experienced a 
40 percent increase in in-
patient volume and emer-
gency patient visits.

The spokeswoman also 
said the hospital continues 
to be full, with medical sur-
gical units operating at 100 
percent capacity, often be-
cause there are few places 
where discharged patients 

can be transferred.
As Rockaway’s only 

hospital remains at capac-
ity, the city Department of 

Health released a report 
last month warning New 
Yorkers that prolonged 
time in apartments or 

homes without heat can 
cause hypothermia and ex-
acerbate heart disease and 
other medical problems.

“The weather is get-
ting colder and winter is 
not far off,” Health Com-
missioner Dr. Thomas Far-
ley said. “Living in cold 
buildings is not good for 
your health. If your build-
ing heat is not going to be 
restored very soon, look 
for another warm place to 
live until it is. And check 
on your family, friends and 
neighbors, especially those 
who are vulnerable, to see 
if they need help getting 
into a warm place.”

Farley said the people 
at greatest health risk from 
prolonged exposure to the 
cold are the elderly, infants 
and those with chronic 
health problems — precise-
ly the people that Goldfeder 
believes need an urgent 
care facility with beds to 
spare.

“A lot of people are out 
here working and breathing 
clean construction dust can 
cause a health risk,” said 
Goldfeder, busy rebuilding 

Rockaway residents rallied when Peninsula Hospital closed in May and officials say the closure has 
hurt the area after Hurricane Sandy.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Dionne Gordon, whose 
brother was gunned down 
2 1/2 years ago while visit-
ing their parents’ house 
in South Jamaica, stood 
behind Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg at City Hall 
Monday in the wake of the 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School massacre to call on 
Washington to take imme-
diate and long-term steps to 
curb gun violence.

She was one of 34 
people who shared their 
stories of losing loved ones 
to guns in a new campaign 
for Bloomberg’s coalition 
of mayors against illegal 
guns.

“Gun violence takes 
the lives of 34 Americans ev-

ery single day,” Bloomberg 
said. “That means that dur-
ing President Obama’s next 
four-year term, some 48,000 
Americans will be killed 
with guns.”

“Today, Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns — a bi-
partisan coalition of more 
than 700 mayors from cities 
and towns across America 
— is releasing a set of 34 
very powerful, and very 
personal, brief video state-
ments,” he added. “These 
videos, I think, bear tes-
timony to the sorrow and 
trauma produced by gun 
violence in our nation.

Maurice Gordon, a bor-
der patrol officer with the 
U.S. Transportation Secu-
rity Administration from 
Freeport, L.I., was killed in 

a hail of nearly 30 bullets 
from a high-powered rifle 
June 21, 2010.

“He believed that we 
lived in the greatest coun-
try of them all. He believed 
that when he took the oath 
to protect and serve that 
that was what he was go-
ing to do until the day he 
died. It’s unbelievable the 
pain that this has caused,” 
Dionne says in her somber 
video. “I need to know what 
are our leaders are going 
to do to stop the gun vio-
lence.”

Bloomberg laid out a 
set of proposals, including 
renewing and strengthen-
ing a ban on assault weap-
ons, which he said the pres-
ident and Congress should 

Jamaica woman tells story of loss 
in mayor’s campaign against guns

Dems cite weak leadership 
as they vote out Sampson 

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Amid the formation of  

a new coalition between the 
state Senate Republicans 
and the breakaway Inde-
pendent Democratic Coun-
cil, the Democrats voted to 
oust Sen. John Sampson (D-
Brooklyn) as their leader in 
favor of Sen. Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins (D-Yonkers).

Sampson, first elected 
to the Senate in 1997, has 
led the Democratic Confer-
ence since 2009. The deci-
sion makes Stewart-Cous-
ins the first woman to lead 
a conference in the state 
Legislature.

“I’m delighted that 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
was chosen to lead the 
Democratic Conference,” 

said Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone). “She rep-
resents the future of our 
party and the future of a 
progressive agenda.”

Sampson lost the 
Democrats’ confidence 

after failing to keep his 
membership in control of 
the upper house in Albany 
even though the Democrats 
had won a slim majority of 
the seats at 32-30. The Re-
publicans have controlled 
the Senate for many years, 
while the Democrats have 
dominated the Assembly, 
which has led to gridlock in 
Albany on many issues.

Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) said 
Sampson brought stabil-
ity to the Democrats after 
a different group of Demo-
crats known as the Gang 
of Four broke away to work 
with the Republicans in 
2009. Despite this, he said 
the leadership always stood 
in the way of the Democrats 

State Sen. John Sampson, head 
of the Democratic conference 
since 2009, has been voted out 
of the leadership.

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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City sends Civic Virtue packing to Brooklyn
BY STEVE MOSCO

A towering Borough 
Hall statue was quietly 
loaded onto a truck by work-
ers and carefully moved to 
its final resting place Sat-
urday.

“Triumph of Civic 
Virtue,” a controversial 
Queens icon unloved by 
some city lawmakers, was 
removed from its base and 
shipped off to Green-Wood 
Cemetery in Brooklyn after 
advocates failed to keep the 
monolith from leaving.

The city authorized 
the removal of the divisive 
statue from outside Queens 
Borough Hall during a 
meeting of the city Public 
Design Commission Nov. 
13, just days after Super-
storm Sandy hit.

“It was designed so no 
one would know about it,” 
City Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) said at 
a rally earlier this month 
in Kew Gardens to save the 
statue.

Vallone said the De-
sign Commission informed 
elected officials and com-
munity boards of the meet-

ing to discuss moving the 
statue with a “generic, city-
wide email sent one week 
after [Hurricane Sandy] 

when City Council and 
many other e-mails were 
still not working.”

The statue has stood 

at Borough Hall since 1941, 
when Mayor Fiorello La-
Guardia, reportedly tired 
of looking at its rear end, 
moved it from City Hall. 
Criticism of the statue con-
tinued as former Borough 
President Claire Shulman 
tried to get it moved and 
former U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner called the statue 
“offensive” to women — pri-
or to his sexting scandal.

The sculpture depicts 
a sword-wielding, fig-leaf 
wearing male figure poised 
victoriously over two mer-
maid-like Sirens represent-
ing vice and corruption. 
The work was designed in 
1920 by Frederick MacMon-
nies and carved by a pair of 
Bronx brothers best known 
for recreating the 16th pres-
ident’s likeness for the Lin-
coln Memorial.

A spokesman for Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall said the statue would 
be properly restored at its 
new home, while the space 
it once graced will likely be 

used to pay tribute to out-
standing women who have 
made significant contribu-
tions to the borough and 
city.

But Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) said the city 
should have allowed for 
public comment from the 
community before shipping 
the statue to its new Brook-
lyn home.

“Moving public art 
into a private space with 
virtually no public input 
from the community is 
simply unacceptable,” said 
Crowley. “The artist’s work 
is recognized in museums 
around the world, and I 
believe the only acceptable 
place to move ‘Civic Virtue,’ 
if it has to be moved, is the 
Queens Museum of Art.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Workers prepare to move “Civic Virtue” out of Queens and into Brooklyn over the weekend. 
Photo by Phil Corso
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BLOTTER

Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO (1-888-462-8288) 
or visit nymcu.org for more information.

Replacement Auto Loans are subject to evaluation of individual member creditworthiness. 
Interest will accrue from the date of the loan. Program will run from December 5th, 2012 until
January 31st, 2013, and program terms are subject to change without notice. Eligibility: All
new and used vehicles, model years 2013-2006. MCU only finances vehicles purchased from
a franchise dealer: Financing not available for private, individual sales or lease buyouts. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Membership required.
Federally insured by NCUA

MCU’s Member 
Assistance Program 
Replacement Auto Loan

If your car was deemed a total loss during 
Hurricane Sandy, a REPLACEMENT 
AUTO LOAN* from MCU can help  
you get back on the road.  

NEW and USED CARS

NO PAYMENTS for 90 Days

Complimentary GUARANTEED ASSET 
PROTECTION (GAP) insurance, 
protecting you and your auto loan from
the unexpected

Any remaining balance on your existing
car loan, after application of proceeds
from insurance claim, may be included
in your Replacement Auto Loan 

Cops on the lookout for missing Asian girl, 12
FLUSHING —Police were asking for 

the public’s assistance in finding a missing 
teen who lives within the 109th Precinct, 
the NYPD said.

According to police, 12-year-old Long 
Lin was last seen inside her Flushing resi-
dence Dec. 13 around 11:45 p.m.

Police described Lin as an Asian teen-
ager standing about 4 feet, weighing 80 
pounds with a medium build and having 
brown eyes and black hair.

Man dies while crossing Long Island Expressway

LITTLE NECK — A man from Jericho, 
L.I., was struck and killed while walking 
along the Long Island Expressway over the 
weekend, police said.

According to the New York Police De-
partment, Jordan Savvides, 22, was struck 
while walking along the expressway near 
Little Neck Parkway, resulting in severe 
body trauma. Emergency responders pro-
nounced the man dead on arrival, police 
said.

Upon further investigation, police 
said the man was struck and killed by an 
eastbound car operated by 69-year-old 
Christian Ludlow, of Great Neck, L.I., who 
was taken into custody and arrested on 
charges of vehicular manslaughter and 
driving while intoxicated.

Missing Flushing man sought by police

FLUSHING — Police were looking for 
the public’s assistance in finding a miss-
ing man who lives in Flushing, the NYPD 
said.

According to police, 39-year-old Nadir 
Ferozi was last seen inside his Flushing 
residence.

Police described Ferozi as about 5-foot-
9, 165 pounds and last seen wearing a black 
jacket, black jogging pants and brown 
shoes.

LONG LIN
Photo courtesy NYPD

A man from Great Neck, L.I., faces charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated and vehicular manslaughter 
after police say he struck and killed a pedestri-
an on the eastbound Long Island Expressway at 
Little Neck Parkway. Photo by Christina Santucci

NADIR FEROZI
Photo courtesy NYPD

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BREAKING

BY PHIL CORSO

Inside a packed pub in 
Flushing, a rowdy crowd 
was gripped with excite-
ment as some of the stron-
gest arms in the region 
locked up for competition.

Sunday’s 35th an-
nual Empire State Arm 
Wrestling Championships 
brought more than 100 men 
and women to the Cheap 
Shots Sports Bar on Union 
Turnpike, but only a hand-
ful made it out with the 
strongest titles.

“The Empire State 
Golden Arm Tournament 
of Champions is New York 
City’s oldest and most pres-
tigious sought-after title,” 
said Gene Camp, founder 
and president of the New 
York Arm Wrestling As-
sociation. “This event is a 
culmination of the NYAWA 
season and it’s very exciting 
to watch because it’s loaded 
with top talent locally, from 

all over the tri-state area 
and far beyond.”

The competition’s 
strongest arms overall 
hailed from as close as 
Queens Village and as far 
away as Puerto Rico. The 
event also served as a fund-
raiser for the American Red 
Cross Hurricane Sandy Re-
lief effort, Camp said, with 
competitors contributing a 
$25 entry fee and spectators 
also donating to the cause.

Jason Vale, who was 
named the men’s strongest 
right arm, kept his cool and 
stayed focused on the task 
at hand as he dominated op-
ponents one after another 
Sunday. The Queens Vil-
lage native said he has been 
training once a week for 
more than 15 years and has 
already wrestled his way to 
championship titles in the 
past.

On the lefthand side, 
Richard Calero, of Puerto 
Rico, shook his opponents’ 

hands with an ear-to-ear 
smile after muscling their 
arms to the table.

“It takes consistent 
practice, strategy and 
strength in the hands and 
wrists,” Calero said of his 
training and preparation 
for the tournament. “I have 
spent years competing with 
these guys. I’m just happy 
to be here and continue to 
share this with them.”

Throughout the day, 
the tournament celebrated 
the top-three wrestlers of 
17 pro and amateur catego-
ries for both men and wom-
en. Brooklyn native Oleh 
Frankivskyy also pounded 
his way to the title of 2012 
New York State Arm Wres-
tler of the Year.

Jersey City’s Ana Ke-
nah was named the women’s 
strongest left arm overall 
and said it was Brooklyn’s 
Joyce Boone, the strongest 
arm on the righthand side, 
who compelled her to com-

pete.
“It really is an inter-

esting subculture for sure,” 
Kenah said of the arm 
wrestling community who 
flooded into Cheap Shots 
for the tournament. “We do 
this all over the state.”

Boone was named the 
New York State MVP over-
all in last year’s competition 
and has become a known 
name ranked among the 
best arm wrestlers in the 
world, Camp said. Boone 
said she first started arm 
wrestling on a whim before 
letting the thrill of the fight 
capture her.

“I just bring my best to 
every match,” Boone said. 
“It is a lot of fun because 
you never know who you’ll 
come up against next.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Strongest overall arm winners Ana Kenah (l.) and Joyce Boone take their places in the winners’ ceremony at the 35th annual Empire 
State Arm Wrestling Championships in Flushing. Photo by Phil Corso

A rendering shows the residential homes set to be developed in 
Whitestone. Image courtesy Barone Management

Material dumped on
huge Whitestone site

BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens developer 
and a Massachusetts en-
vironmental company 
dumped unauthorized 
material onto a sprawling 
Whitestone site where more 
than 50 houses are planned 
at the same time they were 
supposed to be cleaning it 
under the state’s Brown-
field Cleanup Program, a 
state agency revealed this 
week.

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation issued an order on 
consent, a legally enforce-
able violation, to Barone 
Management, a Whites-
tone-based construction 
and development firm, and 
EBI Consulting, an envi-
ronmental consulting firm.

The violation came 
after Barone Management, 
headed by Whitestone’s 
Scott Barone, and EBI were 
supposed to remove con-
taminated soil at the pro-
posed site of 52 single-fami-
ly homes, at 151-45 6th Road. 
They were then supposed to 
put clean soil in its place to 
ensure the ground was safe 
for residential use.

But an investigation 
by DEC revealed that along 
with that clean soil, the 
companies dumped unap-
proved material from other 
construction sites around 
the city onto the property, 
according to the depart-
ment.

They were issued a 
$150,000 fine and ordered to 
submit a new plan on how 
to get the material, which 
has not been specifically 
identified, out of the site, 
the department said. Half 
of the fine will be nixed 
when the property is clean 

again, according to DEC.
 “The plan will de-

scribe all activities neces-
sary to investigate, remove 
and properly dispose of 
all unapproved materials 
brought onto the site, as 
well as all pre-existing site 
materials that were mixed 
or commingled  with the 
unapproved materials,” 
DEC said.

The property is the 
largest vacant development 
site in Queens, and boasts 
waterfront views of Long 
Island Sound. Months of 
speculation surrounded 
who would develop the 
property after it hit the 
market.

Barone and a collec-
tion of anonymous inves-
tors purchased the plot in 
September, and this week 
pledged to fully cooperate 
with fixing the site, accord-
ing to EBI. They call them-
selves 151-45 Sixth Road 
Whitestone Partners LLC.

 “The new owner is 
ready and willing to com-
plete the required reme-
dial actions to implement 
the work plan upon DEC 
approval,” said Charles 
Losinger, of EBI, based in 
Burlington, Mass. “The 
new owner is committed 
to complying with all en-
vironmental laws and to 
cooperating with DEC and 
all other applicable govern-
mental authorities to rem-
edy the issue.”

Barone contends the 
violation amounts to more 
of a record-keeping mis-
take.

As part of DEC’s 
Brownfield Cleanup Pro-
gram, which provides in-
centives such as tax breaks 
to developers who clean up 

Arms wrestle at Queens bar
Kew Gdns. Hills hosts 35th state tournament and Sandy fund-raiser

Continued on Page 48

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Sunnyside residents held a vigil for Dawn Hochsprung (l.) and 6-year-old Benjamin Wheeler, 
who were killed in the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. 

AP Photos/Eliza Hallabeck; (l.) Newtown Bee-Wheeler Family

BY REBECCA HENELY

More than 200 resi-
dents, many of them young 
children, gathered in Sun-
nyside Gardens Park Tues-
day evening, holding can-
dles and singing songs for 
two victims of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
massacre 

“We’re shocked, we’re 
saddened, we’re devastated 
and we’re deeply, deeply 
angry,” Sunnyside resident 
Roger Hitts said.

The march was held 
for friends and family 
members of 6-year-old Ben-
jamin Wheeler and Princi-
pal Dawn Hochsprung, two 
of the 26 killed in the mas-
sacre Friday in Newtown, 
Conn.

 City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said that before 
the Wheelers moved to Con-
necticut a few years ago, 
Francine Wheeler was an 
active member of Sunny-
side Gardens Park. One of 

her friends who requested 
the vigil visited her after 
the massacre.

“When they left, they 
left a lot of good friends and 
those friends remain very 
close to the family,” Van 
Bramer said.

 Adam Lanza, 20, shot 
his mother Nancy before 
driving to the school in her 
car while dressed in combat 
gear and armed with two 
semiautomatic pistols and 
a semiautomatic rifle. Lan-
za killed 20 children and 
six adults before shooting 
himself inside the school, 
authorities said.

The councilman said 
he organized the neighbor-
hood candlelight vigil after 
good friends of Benjamin’s 
mother, one of whom he 
met at a Girl Scouts event in 
Sunnyside, asked him to ar-
range a community memo-
rial. Hochsprung’s stepsis-
ter, a Sunnyside resident, 
also visited Van Bramer’s 
office Monday.

“I think everyone is 

just trying to find some 
comfort and some way to 
come together and process 
and understand and show 
love for the families who 
did lose a child,” Van Bram-
er said.

Mourners marched up 

48th Street and east on 39th 
Avenue to Sunnyside Gar-
dens Park, where Francine 
Wheeler spent time with 
Benjamin, her 9-year-old 
son Nate and residents of 
the neighborhood.

Many shared memo-

ries of Ben and Francine.
“He was a peaceful 

little boy,” said friend Jen-
nifer Busnel. “So sweet and 
kind — the kindest most 
beautiful eyes filled with so 
much love.”

Francine Wheeler did 

not attend the ceremony 
Tuesday, but approved it 
before it was held. 

Members of Sunny 
Moms Yahoo group, which 
she started, read a letter on 
her behalf.

“There are no words 
to express our gratitude for 
the honor you have given 
Ben this night,” the letter 
said.

Nicole Perkins, Hoch-
sprung’s stepsister, also 
thanked the community.

She said she was grati-
fied to know Hochsprung 
tried to save the students 
when Lanza attacked. 

“It really makes it 
easier to know that she was 
such a hero,” Perkins said.

Van Bramer said the 
vigil was important for 
members of the community 
shocked by the tragedy, but 
especially for the children 
of Sunnyside who may be 
hearing about the massa-
cre in the media and may 
need to feel safe.

Newtown boy mourned near old Sunnyside home

Where the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

(718)

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients - First Visit

FREE
Includes: Oral Exam, Oral 

Cancer Screening, X-Rays & 
Periodontal Evaluation

(LAB ON PREMISES) ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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Jack up buildings in the Rockaways
O

ne of the things that 
needs to be care-
fully looked at af-
ter the devastating 

sweep of Hurricane Sandy 
is how beachfront commu-
nities can protect them-
selves from future storms, 
of which there will most 
certainly be.

In 1900, after a hurri-
cane devastated Galveston, 
Texas, and killed nearly 
10,000 people, the survivors 
decided that their city had 
to have protection from 
the Gulf of Mexico. Tons 

of sand were transported 
into the city to raise every 
structure 17 feet to be level 
with the top of the sea wall, 
which was being built to 
protect the city from future 
storm surges.

Today, the seawall 
still stands strong, as does 
Galveston. In the Rock-
aways, the same type of 
project should be consid-
ered. Every building on the 
Rockaway Peninsula should 
be raised 17 feet higher by 
having sand funneled un-
der each one. A seawall 17 

feet high, similar to the 
one in Galveston, should 
be constructed along the 
entire length of the penin-
sula, and a new boardwalk 
should be built on top of the 
seawall, constructed out of 
concrete instead of wood.

This undertaking may 
seem far-fetched and would 
need the assistance of the 
federal government, but it 
is an idea that our local, 
state and federal officials 
should at least consider. 
There must be steps taken 
to prevent  another devas-

tating storm surge from 
destroying the Rockaways, 
as well as Coney Island in 
Brooklyn, Staten Island 
and Fire Island.

We can no longer bury 
our heads in the sand like 
ostriches and act like noth-
ing is wrong. Hurricane 
Sandy was a devastating 
wake-up call for us.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

PEACE ON EARTH
Two events in the final weeks of 2012 have dampened 

the holiday season and will make this a year we will never 
forget. First was Hurricane Sandy, a storm that hit our 
shores and destroyed communities. The second was the 
Newtown, Conn., shooting that has shaken a nation.

In both tragedies we have witnessed the best of the 
human spirit. The response to Sandy has been phenom-
enal. Thousands of volunteers have stepped up to help 
their neighbors in every way possible. And in Newtown, 
broken hearts were lifted by the reports of a principal and 
teachers who put themselves in the line of fire to save the 
children.

Even in the midst of tragedy, there is reason in this 
season for hope. We wish our readers a joyous and peace-
ful holiday season.

THE LAST STRAW
On Dec. 17, Queens elementary school principals 

should have been joyfully preparing for Christmas break. 
Instead, they were most likely holding meetings to review 
school safety procedures to make certain everything pos-
sible is being done to prevent a massacre like the one in 
Newtown.

Certain realities should be apparent:
• No unarmed school safety officer or an armed police 

officer has a realistic chance of thwarting an attack by a 
madman armed with a high-powered assault rifle.

• The Sandy Hook Elementary School was prepared 
for an emergency. Schools in Queens could probably learn 
from such measures.

• There is no reason why any citizen should possess a 
semi-automatic assault rifle.

Our hearts go out to the families affected by this mas-
sacre. Most important, this should be the turning point in 
the war on guns.

So far Queens has not witnessed a massacre on this 
scale, but we report shootings in Queens nearly every 
week. Queens has been victimized by guns. Children have 
been injured by bullets fired by gang members.

In the wake of last week’s tragedy, the NRA should 
give up the campaign against gun control.

The Founding Fathers never envisioned, when they 
wrote of the right to bear arms, that a gunman would walk 
into a school and kill children.

The debate over gun control ended Dec. 14. This war 
can and must be won.
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Ferry service a lifesaver to city during disasters
T

he challenges that 
ground, air and pub-
lic transportation 
faced in the after-

math of Hurricane Sandy 
were unimaginable. Sub-
way service was suspended 
for days, with some parts 
of the system experienc-
ing damage so great they 
could be out of operation 
for months. Cars ran out of 
gas and the airports were 
closed. Even after bridges, 
tunnels and airports re-
opened, gas shortages and 
debilitating traffic ensued.

But one mode of trans-
portation that was able to 
escape these issues was the 
city’s ferry service, which 
is quickly becoming an un-
sung hero in restoring nor-
malcy by helping residents 
return to work and access 
vital services.

Immediately following 
Sandy, New York Waterway 
restored some of its ferry 
service along the Hudson 
River, the first operator 
to get its system back on-
line. Soon after, Waterway 
began running two modi-
fied routes along the East 
River, providing critical 
service between Brooklyn 
and Manhattan to passen-
ger loads twice the normal 
size.

Within 72 hours of the 
storm, the Staten Island 
Ferry system was reinstat-
ed for commuters, even as 
many ground options re-
mained closed.

And despite heavy 
damage to the Jersey Shore 
and critical boat piers, fer-
ry operator Seastreak was 
able to find a safe and effec-
tive way to restore service 

from Highlands, N.J., to 
Manhattan and created a 
new emergency ferry ser-
vice from the Rockaways to 
Manhattan.

Seastreak and New 
York Water Taxi are also 
helping the military trans-
port personnel and sup-
plies from U.S. Navy ves-
sels to relief operations in 
the Rockaways.

The ability of these 
ferry services to respond 
in such a time of need is 
due, in part, to a critical 
maritime law known as the 
Jones Act, which requires 
cargo and passengers trav-
eling between U.S. ports 
to be carried on American 
vessels.

During the inevitable 
chaos of natural disasters 
like Hurricane Sandy, the 
Jones Act plays a quiet 

role in helping to secure 
our waterways — and our 
residents traveling on them 
— by ensuring that boats 
are operating in full accor-
dance with U.S. laws and 
under the oversight of the 
U.S. government.

It takes a small army of 
customs staff, immigration 
officials and other federal 
security staff to regulate 
foreign vessels. Without 
the Jones Act and its home-
land security measures, 
monitoring foreign-con-
trolled and foreign-manned 
boats in such a time of need 
would have proven difficult 
at best.

There is nothing new 
about the domestic mari-
time industry working 
around the clock to respond 
to emergency situations, 
across the country and 

in New York City. During 
Sept. 11, 2001, American 
vessels transported nearly 
half a million individuals 
away from lower Manhat-
tan — a response that has 
been called “the greatest 
sea evacuation in history, 
larger than the evacuation 
of Dunkirk in World War 
II.”

Similarly, as the re-
gion recovers from Sandy, 
the industry continues to 
stand by, ready to help. 
Families who lost their 
homes on Staten Island and 
emergency response per-
sonnel have access to a Mil-
itary Sea-Lift Command 
vessel for accommodations 
like hot meals and shower-
ing, and the Massachusetts 
Maritime College’s federal-
ly supported training ves-
sel has arrived on scene to 

house relief crews helping 
in the aftermath of Sandy.

Both of these ships are 
being operated by mari-
ners typically employed on 
Jones Act vessels.

New York’s transpor-
tation system is one of the 
greatest in the world be-
cause of its broad reach 
throughout the city and the 
breadth of travel options 
it provides passengers, 
motorists and straphang-
ers. The Jones Act helps 
ensure that our waterways 
are a crucial and effective 
component of that network, 
especially during times of 
crisis.

James Henry
President

Transportation Institute
Camp Springs, Md.

Government will help single parents
A response to Lisa Car-

rieri-Veneziano’s, of Flush-
ing, Sept. 20-26 letter “Big 
business must pay their fair 
share in taxes”:

T
hank you for writing. 
I have heard from 
single parents across 
America about the 

challenges they face, and I 
am glad you reached out to 
me to share your perspec-
tive.

Single parents do a he-
roic job raising their chil-
dren, tirelessly balancing 
work and family. They often 
spend long hours on the job 
and make tremendous sac-
rifices to provide the time 
and care their children 
need. Today’s economic 
climate further intensities 
the difficulties these fami-
lies feel every day.

I know the struggles 
and opportunities single 
parents experience because 
I was raised by a single 
mother. She provided un-
ending support and guid-
ance, and I know that, like 
her, single parents across 

our country are working to 
help their children achieve 
their dreams.

My administration 
is working hard to lend 
a hand to single parents. 
The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act has 
invested in child support 
enforcement and provides 
more than $4 billion to in-
crease enrollment in Head 
Start, Early Head Start and 
other childcare programs.

The recovery act also 
created the Making Work 
Pay Tax Credit and the 
American Opportunity 
Tax Credit, which help 
parents make ends meet 
and pay for higher educa-
tion. Looking forward, I 
am working on investing 
in high-quality, early child-
hood education and advanc-
ing flexible work policies to 
help parents care for their 
children.

Assistance with fi-
nancing education can be 
found at studentaid.ed.gov 
and opportunity.gov.

Communities and 

government can also work 
together to encourage re-
sponsible parenting. For 
example, I have begun a 
national conversation on 
fatherhood to explore how 
we can encourage fathers 
to fulfill their responsibili-
ties and serve as positive 
role models.

All of us must work to-
gether — moms, dads, com-
munity organizations and 
all levels of government — 
to strengthen our nation’s 
families. I invite you to join 
this discussion by raising 
these issues in your com-
munity.

For additional infor-
mation about assistance 
for families with children, 
please visit hhs.gov/chil-
dren and fatherhood.gov.

Thank you again for 
writing.

Barack Obama
President

United States of America
Washington, D.C.

Rebuild the city’s infrastructure

H
urricane Sandy 
struck a devastat-
ing blow to New 
York City. It is going 

to be a long time before Far 
Rockaway, Breezy Point 
and Staten Island are going 
to be back to the way things 
were before Sandy.

The one thing made 
clear in the days since the 
storm hit is now is the time 
to rebuild the city’s infra-
structure. As a City Coun-
cil candidate in the 19th 
District in 2013, I feel this 
issue must be put front and 
center.

The images of flooded 
subway tunnels, downed 
power lines, major hospi-
tals being evacuated and 
destruction of homes are 
overwhelming. We must 
come together and develop 

a comprehensive plan to 
rebuild our city. Whether it 
is building storm doors for 
our tunnels or metal gates 
that will seal entrances to 
subway stations, creating 
levees or moving all power 
lines underground, all op-
tions must be put on the 
table.

With a 9.3 percent un-
employment rate in Octo-
ber 2012, rebuilding our 
aging and outdated infra-
structure is the perfect way 
to put New Yorkers back 
to work. Historically, ev-
ery time the United States 
economically struggled, we 
built infrastructure like 
the Erie Canal and trans-
continental railroad in 
the 1800s, or the interstate 
highway system in the 
1950s.

These projects helped 
our economy recover. I am 
confident rebuilding the 
city’s infrastructure will 
secure and protect our city 
and do the same for today’s 
economy. Yes, the cost will 
be high and these projects 
will take a long time. We 
must find a way to move 
these projects forward. Our 
future depends on it.

When elected to the 
Council next year, I will 
be a strong advocate for 
these projects. I know that 
together we will make a dif-
ference.

Matthew Silverstein
City Council Candidate

Whitestone

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

n a recent interview 
with Michael Long, the 
state chairman of the 
Conservative Party, he 

discussed the recently con-
cluded 2012 campaign.

He indicated that Re-
publican presidential nom-
inee Mitt Romney did not 
connect with the people. 
Long pointed out that Rom-
ney did well in the first 
debate with President Ba-
rack Obama, but could not 
follow up with successful 
second and third debates. 
Romney during the last two 
debates failed to show the 

shortcomings of the Obama 
administration.

Long believes that 
the race was in Romney’s 
hands, but he failed to de-
liver.

Long mentioned that 
the late President Ronald 
Reagan, after he failed to 
win the nomination for 
president in 1976, became 
the leader of the Republi-
can Party from 1977-80. No 
one has mentioned Romney 
as a potential Republican 
leader for 2013-16.

When asked if he sees 
an end to the two-party 
system in New York City, 
considering the shrinking 
number of Republicans 
elected during the last 30-
year period, he said the 
two-party system ended a 
long time ago in New York 
City. He believes that for 
high public office in the 

city, a candidate has to be 
well-known and have con-
siderable financial resourc-
es. His two examples were 
Rudy Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg, both of whom 
were first elected mayor as 
Republicans.

Long believes the main 
focus of the state Conserva-
tive Party should be on sup-
porting small government, 
opposing high government 
spending and lowering 
taxes. He also believes so-
cial issues are important, 
but economic issues are of 
prime importance during 
election campaigns.

Long indicated it is 
possible to elect a Republi-
can mayor next year with 
Conservative support. He 
also believes it is possible to 
elect more Republican City 
Council members depend-
ing on how the redrawing 

of the Council lines turns 
out after reapportionment.

When asked what 
would be the emphasis of 
the Conservative Party 
in 2013 and 2014, he said it 
would emphasize rebuild-
ing and aggressively push 
issues. He indicated in the 
final analysis that these 
campaigns are up to the 
candidates and how well 
they express themselves 
about the issues is what 
will decide election results.

Long also believes that 
Wendy Long’s campaign 
would have had a different 
result if she had the nec-
essary finances to wage a 
successful campaign in her 
U.S. Senate race.

In his concluding 
statement, Long said the 
Conservative Party has 
promoted issues for the last 
50 years of its existence and 
will continue to do so.

The Conservative 
Party has, for the most 
part, worked well over the 
years with the Republican 
Party at the local and state 
levels. Together, if they get 
behind the right candidate, 
they can produce victories. 
After the results of the 2012 
election in New York state, 
it will be interesting to see 
how the Conservative-Re-
publican coalition does in 
the Council and citywide 

races in 2013.
At the recent Queens 

Village Republican Party 
Club Christmas dinner, 
the guest speaker was Lau-
ren Whalen, founder of the 
Northeast Queens Tea Par-
ty Patriots. She spoke about 
the growth of the Tea Party 
and its present and future 
influence on political cam-
paigns.

In 2009, the Queens Re-
publican Party won three 
seats on the Council: Dan 
Halloran, of Whitestone; 
Eric Ulrich, of Ozone Park; 
and Peter Koo, of Flushing. 
Afterward, Koo registered 
as a Democrat. The question 
is whether the Republicans 
can do the same or better in 
2013. One factor in all this 
is how united the Queens 
Republicans will be during 
the general election.

Conservative-Republican coalition plans future campaigns

■

Political 
Action
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens). 
Ultimately, the governor’s 
acknowledgement of their 
concerns brought relief to 
elected officials in the bor-
ough.

“I appreciate the gover-
nor and speaker’s support 
for the co-op shareholders 
and condo unit owners,” 
Stavisky said. “People are 
terrified that their main-
tenance fees will increase 
and their strong statement 
should allay these fears. 
While nothing is ever ab-
solute in Albany, the gov-
ernor and speaker have 
given their commitment to 
resolving this problem and 
I thank them.”

The Senate and As-
sembly ended their respec-
tive legislative sessions in 
June without extending 
co-op tax abatement for an-
other four years, Stavisky 
said, but expressed inten-
tions to return for a special 
session after the November 

elections.
Due to the effects of 

Hurricane Sandy, however, 
Cuomo decided against any 
special session, sending co-
op and condo owners into a 
frenzy.

But after a public 
outcry, both the governor 
and Assembly speaker an-
nounced their commitment 
to the retroactive tax abate-
ment. According to Cuomo, 

the tax abatement will be 
retroactive when the leg-
islation is signed into law, 
and co-op owners will not 
see any changes to their 
payments.

“At the end of session 
we reached an agreement 
on a comprehensive bill 
that will cut taxes for the 
vast majority of condo and 
co-op owners who pay a dis-
proportionate share of the 

city’s property tax burden,” 
Silver said. “The city has 
indicated that it will issue 
tax bills based on these new 
tax rates, and we will pass 
the bill when we return to 
Albany.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

defraud New Yorkers by of-
fering services they are not 
licensed to provide. I thank 
the bill sponsors for their 
efforts on this important 
legislation.”

State Sen. Charles J. 
Fuschillo Jr. (R-Merrick), 
who also sponsored the leg-
islation, said phony lawyers 
deserved more severe pun-
ishment for victimizing the 
most vulnerable New York-
ers, such as immigrants.

“Someone who hires 
an attorney is paying and 
entrusting that attorney 
to carry out some of their 

most important personal 
and financial wishes, such 
as buying or selling their 
home or creating a will,” 
Fuschillo said. “Scam art-
ists who pose as licensed 
attorneys and jeopardize 
these important matters 
should face tougher penal-
ties. I applaud Gov. Cuomo 
for approving this law 
which will help ensure that 
phony lawyers receive real 
punishment for defrauding 
consumers.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 2

Lawyers

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger

State Sen. Tony Avella (second from r.) joins with heads of the Presidents Co-Op/Condo Council 
Warren Schreiber (l.) and Bob Friedrich (second from l.) to protest any drastic tax hikes. 

Photo courtesy Tony Avella

Continued from Page 1

Condos
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Our Technicians 
Are 
Proven Pros With 
Certification From 
ASE & N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS 

INSPECTION 

STATION

200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  

Repair Service Station  

Please Call  

The BBB (212) 533-6200  

MEMBER 
OF BETTER  
BUSINESS  
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER 
SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

Hoses and Battery

Turn & True Rotors or Drums. 
Dex Cool 

Anti-Freeze 

Add $10

Only  

$2495

Reg. $29.95

$7995 $9995

$4995Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign &  

Domestic Cars  

Includes:   

IO Point Safety  

Check & Up To 5  

Quarts Motor Oil

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.24.13

Semi-Metallic 

 Add $20

TONY PANVINI
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.24.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.24.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.24.13

Rotate tires 
$10  extra

New Anti-Freeze

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
Serving 

Bayside  

For Over 

25 Years

quests for comment.
Avella said he and 

Braunstein had initially 
met with the FAA Sept. 6 to 
discuss changes the agency 
was testing related to de-
parture and landing pat-
terns at LaGuardia. In that 
meeting, the senator said 
the FAA had just finished 
a six-month testing phase 
of the new procedures and 
indicated it would go on to 
examine the data before fol-
lowing up with area elected 
officials and northeast 
Queens communities.

But that follow-up 
meeting never came.

According to Avella, 
the FAA has already sub-
mitted an environmental 
review of its testing phase 
and issued a categorical 
exclusion, allowing the 
agency to make the new 
procedures permanent. But 
the FAA did not respond to 
requests for a copy of the 
report.

Since then the senator 
said he has called for action 
from U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Ray La Hood, de-
manding that the FAA con-
duct a full environmental 
review and engage in open 
dialogue with the affected 
communities.

In an attempt to exam-
ine the impact from airport 
noise, Avella also said he 
introduced legislation that 
would require the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey to routinely conduct 
noise and land use compat-
ibility surveys, as outlined 
under federal aviation 
regulations, and also host 
public hearings to oversee 
aircraft noise complaints.

Meng, who will assume 
her new role as congress-
woman in January, said 
she was anxious to take on 
the issue of flight noise and 
air pollution coming out of 
LaGuardia Airport as she 
cited those problems as the 
one of the most discussed 
in the region.

“We need to let the 
FAA and Department of 
Transportation know that 
the FAA’s mission is to be 
environmentally respon-
sible and accountable to the 
general public,” Meng said. 
“That is exactly what they 
are not doing now.”

Avella said he hoped 
other leaders on the na-
tional level, including Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Hauppauge) 
and U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
would lend their political 
influence to the cause.

The elected officials 
were joined by community 
leaders from areas cover-
ing Little Neck, Douglas-
ton, Bayside, Whitestone 
and Flushing.

Janet McEneany, a 
member of Community 
Board 11, has helped lead 
the charge in northeast 
Queens to push back against 
the FAA and demand the 
FAA give residents a seat at 
the negotiation table.

“This is a stealth pro-
ceeding on the part of the 
FAA and Port Authority,” 
McEneany said. “The FAA 
makes decisions for the 
benefit of the airline indus-
trial complex and we are 
nowhere on their list.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from page 1 

FAA

State Assemblywoman and U.S. Rep.-elect Grace Meng (c.) joins 
with leaders and residents of northeast Queens in a rally against 
rising flight noise throughout the area. Photo by Phil Corso

without proper planning, 
which has resulted in trees 
being planted in inappro-
priate or poor locations.

Friedrich proposed 
that the city consider al-
lowing residents to main-
tain trees in front of their 
homes, regardless of 
whether the trees were 
city-owned. Even in Glen 
Oaks, Friedrich said his 
group tried striking a deal 
with the city in which they 
would hire their own tree 
pruners for which they 
could be reimbursed. The 
city, however, would not 
sign on, Friedrich said.

“I am certain that 
many of those downed 
trees from Sandy would 

have been maintained by 
homeowners if they were 
allowed,” Friedrich said. 
“The time has come for the 
city to step up.”

Avella said he hoped 
the city would amend its 
current policies and consid-
er his new proposals, which 
also included purchasing 
new tree maintenance 
equipment, eliminating an 
existing policy that bars 
the removal of live trees, 
and establishing a shelf 
life for various tree species 
throughout the city.

“People’s lives are in 
danger as a result of the 
city’s tree policies,” Avella 
said. “If we take better care 
of our trees, the potential 
damages to life and prop-
erty during such storms as 
Sandy will be significantly 
reduced. The time for ac-
tion is now.”

Continued from Page 2

Trees

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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New York Hospital Queens is proud to announce the opening of a new medical 
practice – right here in Whitestone Village. 
Internists, Ambrose Pipia, M.D., and Domenick Acquista, M.D., and Cardiologist 
Katherine Heretis, M.D., are the first physicians to practice in this new community-
based facility. Additional NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them in 2013.
The practice, conveniently located at 14-02 150th Street, is part of an ongoing  
New York Hospital Queens initiative to support community access to a higher level  
of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens. 
To make an appointment, call (718) 353-8933.

To learn more about NYHQ, find a physician, 

and more… go to nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

Ambrose Pipia, M.D.

Katherine Heretis, M.D.

Domenick Acquista, M.D. 

WhitestoneVillage
Our Doctorsare now in …
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LATE PAGE

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA
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The Company You Can Trust • Est. 1909
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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20 Boro pols angry at limits to disaster food stamps
BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

and the Human Resources Ad-
ministration have come under 
fire from several elected officials 
from Queens who charged that 
too many people in need were 
denied eligibility for a federal 
disaster food aid program and 
that applying was too difficult for 
Rockaway residents.

The aid program, known 
as the Disaster Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, 
provides one-time payments for 
households affected by Hurricane 
Sandy. The city received $13 mil-
lion from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for the program.

But eligibility for D-SNAP 
was limited in the borough to a 
handful of ZIP codes in Far Rock-
away, excluding areas like Ham-
ilton Beach and Howard Beach 
that were badly hit by the super-
storm.

In addition, Queens residents 
were required to apply for the aid 
benefits in person, but the near-
est of only two application sites 
was far away in Brooklyn, at 495 

Clermont Ave.
City Council Speaker Chris-

tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) sent a 
letter to HRA Commissioner Rob-
ert Doar Tuesday saying she was 
unhappy with the number of peo-
ple who applied for the program.

“Due to the low participa-
tion numbers from the weeklong 
registration period, we are dis-

appointed in the implementation 
of this vital emergency food pro-
gram,” she wrote. The chair of the 
General Welfare Committee, An-
nabel Palma, was also a signatory 
to the letter.

The letter said only 3,911 
families registered for D-SNAP, 
far less than the number of poten-
tially eligible families, which was 

projected to be 30,000.
Quinn and 11 other Council 

members also sent a letter to Doar 
last week asking HRA to add ad-
ditional D-SNAP registration 
sites in the Rockaways, to petition 
the USDA for expanding eligibil-
ity to additional ZIP 
codes and to extend 
the application period 
if needed. The last day 
applications were accepted was 
Dec. 18.

U.S. Reps. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) and Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) also sent a letter 
to Bloomberg last week with simi-
lar demands.

Carmen Boon, a spokeswom-
an for HRA,  said Tuesday there 
were no plans to change the pro-
gram.

She said finding an applica-
tion site in the Rockaways would 
have been difficult, if not impossi-
ble, due to federal guidelines man-
dating that it must have a certain 
amount of space. The Brooklyn 
site can accommodate thousands 
of people, whereas there are no 
areas in the Rockaways that could 

do the same, she said.
There was also a free shuttle 

bus  that took residents from the 
Rockaways to the Brooklyn site 
and back again, Boon said, depart-
ing from Mott Avenue between 
Beach 20 and Beach 21st streets 

in the Rockaways on 
the hour every hour. 
She said the depart-
ment disseminated 

information about the shuttle on 
its website, through social media 
and to thousands of community-
based organizations.

But some Rockaway resi-
dents at the Brooklyn office last 
Thursday said they were not 
aware there was a free shuttle. 
One woman said she had taken a 
bus and the subway to get there, 
which she wearily said “took a 
long time.”

Another man from Rosedale 
said when asked about the shuttle 
that it was the first he had heard 
of it. He said he had come out also 
by bus and subway only to arrive 
and be denied aid because he does 
not live in one of the eligible ZIP 
codes.

The Human Resources Administration building in Brooklyn can accommodate 
thousands of people in accordance with U.S. Department of Agriculture regula-
tions, according to an HRA spokeswoman. Photo by Karen Frantz

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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May your holidays be merry and bright. Best wishes 
to all for a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.

Member FDIC
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital’s home care and home hospice program 
have something that nobody else has: Calvary Hospital.

The stress, anxiety and loneliness that accompany the patient 
and their family at the end of life could be as 
tormenting as the physical pain itself. Calvary Hospital’s 
comprehensive, palliative approach keeps its patients 
and families safe and secure  in the “Calvary Family”, 
never abandoning them…always protecting and 
guiding them through their entire end-of-life 
journey. This is because Calvary’s world-renowned 

hospital is accessible whenever needed. So if the Calvary 
homecare or home hospice patient needs to be 
brought into a hospital, we are there waiting for them. 
Instantly and effortlessly. And because the homecare 
staff has the same expert training as the hospice staff, 
the care is consistent, and the journey is seamless. It is 
a unique Continuity of Care that has made Calvary the 
gold standard, and the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

i d l li h h

Bayside Historical Society salutes movers in boro
BY PHIL CORSO

There were some new 
kinds of presents under the 
tree at this year’s holiday 
celebration for the Bayside 
Historical Society.

During the group’s an-
nual party, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) present-
ed three northeast Queens 
community leaders Janice 
Melnick, Paul Graziano, 
and Michael Genovese with 
Senate proclamations to 
recognize them for their 
civic contributions to the 
borough.

Melnick, a former 
northeast Queens city park 
administrator, was recently 
named an administrator for 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and has been an ac-
tive member of the borough 
community, Avella said.

“As northeast Queens 
park administrator, Ms. 
Melnick was responsible 
for almost 900 acres of 
parkland, including Little 

Bay Park, Joe Michael’s 
Mile, Crocheron Park, John 
Golden Park, Udall’s Cove 
Park Preserve, and Alley 
Pond Park,” Avella said.

Melnick also played a 
key role in the development 
of Fort Totten from a mili-
tary base to a public park, 
Avella said.

The senator also gave 
a Senate proclamation 
to Graziano, a lifelong 
North Flushing native and 
founder of the Associated 

Cultural Resource Consul-
tants management firm. 
Throughout his service in 
northeast Queens, Grazia-
no helped establish repu-
table organizations like the 
North Flushing Civic As-
sociation, the North East 
Flushing Civic Association, 
and the Waldheim Neigh-
borhood Association.

“Paul is an expert in 
the fields of land use, zon-
ing and planning and his-
toric preservation,” Avella 
said. “While Paul has con-
sulted regularly in four 
states, including New York, 
he has concentrated much 
of his efforts towards advo-
cating the protection and 
preservation of neighbor-
hoods in Queens.”

Genovese, a teacher at 
Holy Cross High School on 
Francis Lewis Boulevard, 
also received the honor at 
the annual holiday event. 
Since he first started teach-
ing 43 years ago, Genovese 
has been named director 

of Service Learning, a pro-
gram he founded, where he 
has worked on the mayor’s 
Task Force for Student 
Volunteers through the 
mayor’s voluntary action 
center during the tenures 
of Mayors Ed Koch, David 
Dinkins and Rudolph Giu-
liani.

Genovese also served 
on the governor’s task force 
under Mario Cuomo’s ad-
ministration.

“Through the auspices 
of Mr. Genovese, the Bay-
side Historical Society has 
benefited from his commit-
ment to instilling the mer-
its of volunteerism into the 
students at Holy Cross High 
School and has been sup-
plied with a steady stream 
of willing, dedicated and 
enthusiastic young men 
who have assisted them 
with a multitude of tasks 
and assignments,” Avella 
said.

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) awards Senate proclamations to Janice Melnick, Paul Graziano 
and Michael Genovese alongside Bayside Historical Society President Paul DiBenedetto. 

Photo courtesy Tony Avella
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Energy Effi cient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.

Many Colors & Styles

(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured
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FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into 
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum

Diamond Setting and Sizing 

Free Prong Checking while you wait

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

FREE 

 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12.31.12

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A day after a five-
alarm blaze burned for 
hours at a South Jamaica 
scrap yard owned by Victo-
ria Gotti’s Three Sons Real 
Estate Group, the shop was 
back in business.

On Tuesday, workers 
used a forklift to haul some 
of the torched vehicles, 
which had been damaged in 
the massive fire at Liberty 
Scrap Metal, at 95-49 Tuck-
erton St., the day before.

Vaughn Ramkissoon, 
who has owned Tri-state 
New and Used Auto Glass 
on the same property as 
Liberty for the past eight 
years, said employees 
stayed late until 11 p.m. to 
stack between 150 and 200 
torched cars in the corner 
of the lot so the business 
could reopen.

Ramkissoon believes a 
car battery was the source 
of the fire Monday morn-
ing.

Records with the City 

Register show the property 
is owned by the Three Sons 
Real Estate Group. The com-
pany shares an address that 
several websites identify as 
the Westbury, L.I.,, home 
of Victoria Gotti, daughter 
of the late Gambino family 
mob boss John Gotti.

But workers at sev-
eral other auto shops say 

it is Victoria Gotti’s son, 
Frank Agnello, who is the 
most visible face in the 
neighborhood and runs the 
South Jamaica scrap yard. 
The business was formerly 
called A&J Scrap Metal but 
changed its name about two 
months ago, Ramkissoon 
said.

Gotti and her three 

sons — Carmine Jr., Frank 
and John — starred in the 
reality show “Growing Up 
Gotti” from 2004-05. The 
Dapper Don’s daughter was 
rumored to have visited the 
area Monday, but workers 
varied in their accounts of 
the sightings.

A spokesman for the 
city Fire Department said 

a call reporting the blaze 
came in at about 9 a.m., but 
it took until about 1:15 p.m. 
before the fire was consid-
ered under control.

Thick white smoke 
could be seen as far away 
as 150th Street and Liberty 
Avenue at about 10:30 a.m.

One worker described 
the flames as between two 
and three stories high, 
reaching to almost the 
height of the storage facil-
ity next door.

“It was just horrific. 
The flames were out of con-
trol,” said Liberty employee 
James Gray, who said he ar-
rived at the scene after the 
fire had already started. “It 
was a lot of flames, a lot of 
black smoke.”

Workers from Liberty 
Scrap Metal and other sur-
rounding businesses said 
they heard several explo-
sions.

“It was a huge fire 
and cars were going boom, 
boom, boom, popping,” 
said Victor Rivera, who 

does auto work at Guard-
ian Gates, across the street 
from Liberty.

In total, 44 units with 
about 200 firefighters were 
brought in to battle the 
blaze, fire officials said. 
The spokesman for the 
FDNY said three people had 
sustained minor injuries — 
two police officers and one 
firefighter — and the cause 
of the fire was under inves-
tigation as of Monday.

Kirk Young, the owner 
of K&W Auto Radiator sev-
eral blocks away, said Lib-
erty Avenue was closed to 
cars and trucks until about 
5 p.m.

“Traffic was rerouted 
all around,” he said.

On Tuesday, a strong 
smell of smoke remained.

“We don’t get much ac-
tion around here,” Young 
added.

Rich Bockmann con-
tributed to this story.

Torched vehicles are stacked in the back of Liberty Scrap.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Fire strikes Victoria Gotti’s Jamaica scrap metal yard
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

M A S P E T H
F E D E R A L
S A V I N G S

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Peace on Earth
May this Holiday

Season bring   
Peace,

Hope &
Happiness
to us all!!

Season’s Greetings
From Your Friends At. . .

Season’s Greetings
From Your Friends At. . .
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Briarwood’s Susil Singh, 74, worked tirelessly to help others

I
n Queens, Harbachan 
Singh is a well-known 
civic activist from 
Community Board 8, 

the Saul Weprin Democrat-
ic Club, the Queens Civic 
Congress and the Holocaust 
Center at Queensborough 
Community College, but his 
wife Susil H. Singh was an 
active civil and community 
servant in her own right.

Many times she came 
with Harbachan to civic 
events, but her quiet dig-
nity hid the worldwide and 
local activities she was in-
volved with. Sadly, she died 
Thanksgiving Day after a 
brief illness.

The funeral was held 
at the Sikh temple in Glen 
Cove, L.I. Her husband, a 
former senior U.N. official, 
read his own deeply touch-
ing poetry in Punjabi and 
English. A number of fed-
eral, city and state officials 
sent condolences. Her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
paid tribute to her devotion 
to the protection of life and 
the environment.

Susil Kaur, 74, was the 
eldest daughter of Sikhs 
in Malaysia who came 
from Punjab, India. Her fa-
ther was a parliamentary 
draftsman in the attorney 
general’s chambers. She 
joined the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in Malaysia, 
served at the Association 
of the South East Nations 
Conference in Kuala Lum-
pur and was subsequently 
posted to the Malaysian 
embassy in London, where 
she met Queen Elizabeth II 

in Buckingham Palace dur-
ing a reception.

Harbachan was an ad-
minister and interpreter 
for the police department 
in Malaysia and followed 
her to London when she 
was posted there. He stud-
ied law in London and mar-
ried her at that time.

The couple immi-
grated to the United States 
and became citizens. Susil 
worked as the personal as-
sistant for the permanent 
representative of Malaysia 
to the United Nations and 
later in 2003 as an assistant 
director of the World En-
vironment Center in New 
York, in which she was a di-
rector of programs in many 
parts of the world.

She checked on various 
corporations to determine 
if they should get awards 
for good environmental 
practices. She then worked 
as director of the Center for 

the Women of New York. 
This group started with an 
office in Queens Borough 
Hall, a building in Fort 
Totten. This organization 
works to help women ob-
tain jobs, solve problems 
and succeed in the work-
force.

Susil was always pas-
sionately dedicated to 
serving others. For her 
ongoing charitable work 
she received many awards, 
including one from the U.N. 
Secretary General U Thant 
for the job she did for the 
World Youth Assembly. She 
was also the recipient of the 
World Environment Center 

Award in recognition of her 
distinguished work.

She lived in Briar-
wood and left behind her 
loving husband, three mar-
ried children and seven 
grandchildren. The Susil 
H. Singh Memorial Fund 
has been established in her 
memory at Cornell Cardiol-
ogy-New York Presbyterian 
Hospital. For more infor-
mation, call 917-826-1725.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: A tourist quietly 
snapped a photo of Police 
Officer Larry DePrimo 
giving a pair of boots to 
an elderly homeless man 
standing in Times Square. 

The officer saw the man 
on a cold November night 
and decided to buy him the 
boots from a nearby store.

The picture was post-
ed on the Internet and has 
gone worldwide. A nice ges-
ture in this holiday season.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Rockaways 
were destroyed by Hur-
ricane Sandy. Sand, mold 
and dried material are ev-
erywhere. People are clean-
ing up with shovels and 
brooms. Dust is in the air. 
People are coughing, which 
is now called the “Rock-
away Cough.”

Should the workers be 
given heavy-duty breath-
ing masks? Families and 
children are coming back 
and breathing in this dust. 
Is the air safe to breathe? 
Are we going to have respi-
ratory illnesses like those 
caused by the polluted air 
after Sept. 11, 2001?

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Susil was always passionately 
dedicated to serving others. For her 

ongoing charitable work, she received 
many awards.
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Photos by Nader Khouri

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling
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 Every TV show you watch has a world of sound within, 

but you may not be hearing it. Th at’s because most flat-panel 

TVs have speakers that simply can’t reproduce the depth and 

detail of all that sound, so it remains trapped inside. To solve 

that problem, we developed the Bose Solo TV sound system. 

It reveals so much more of the sound you’re meant to hear, 

watching TV can feel like an entirely different experience. 

 No matter how many times you’ve watched your favorite 

shows, you can hear details you never noticed before. Subtle 

sound effects. Th e crisp, clear vocal that steals the spotlight 

in your favorite talent show. 

 Our fi rst one-piece solution for your TV. 

Proprietary digital signal processing allows this speaker to 

deliver more of the dialogue, music and sound effects you’ve 

been missing – clearly and naturally. So you won’t have to 

turn up the volume to hear it all. And Bose speaker array 

technology reproduces sound that’s wider than the screen, 

all from a speaker that fi ts neatly under your TV.* 

 Hear it for yourself. 

So call now to take advantage of our 

special, limited-time Audition offer. 

Hear the Bose Solo system in your 

home for 90 days, risk-free. And ask 

about making 12 easy payments, 

with no interest charges from Bose*.* 

Or visit our website to learn more, 

and discover why Bose is the most 

respected name in sound. 

*Th e Bose Solo TV sound system is designed for TVs with bases that are no wider than 20" and no deeper than 10.25." Most TVs up to 32" and many 40"-42" TVs meet these requirements. 

**Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate fi nancing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, 
charged when your order is shipped. Th en, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and 
interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active fi nancing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. Financing and audition offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without 
notice. Offer valid 8/30/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 90-day audition only and requires product purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability.

To order or learn more: Bose.com/solo 
1-800-905-1346, ext. CJ226

One speaker 
with no separate 

bass module needed. 

One connection 
to your TV and 

one plug to the wall. 
Th at’s it. 

One simple solution 
that fits neatly 
under your TV.* 

How can you watch every second of your 
favorite show and still miss so much?

Hear the sound and make up your own mind. 
But please act soon – this offer ends December 31, 2012.

FREE 
shipping to 
your home.

Not delighted?
FREE return 

shipping.

to try it, 
with no 

obligation.
90
DAYS

THE BOSE 90-DAY, RISK-FREE AUDITION.

Bose® Solo
   TV sound system 
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BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

Unlike other kids, it was not the 
inflated balloons that most mesmerized 
Stacey Sund during the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade. It wasn’t the floating 
cartoon Kermit, Mickey Mouse or even 
Spider-Man tethered to his strings.

It was the Rockettes that beguiled 
the girl from Jamaica Estates.

“I remember being in my pajamas 
and tap shoes in front of the television,” 
said Sund, who was little more than a 
crawler of 3 or perhaps 4 years old when 
she fell in love with America’s dandiest 
dancers. “Everything in the house would 
stop so we could watch the Rockettes.”

Like many fledgling danseuses her 
then tender age, Sund’s attraction was 
surely sensory — the sparkle of the out-
fits, glamor of the settings, metronomic 
clap of the tap shoes. 

“It was a mystical thing,” she said. 
“This glamorous line of beautiful women 
dancing perfectly together.”

At the time, however, the young 
dancer couldn’t have imagined the rigors 
required to actually become a Rockette — 
the years of training and scores of teach-
ers and dance forms, the sea of dedicated 
competitors and the indelible rejections.

It all paid off for Sund when her 
phone rang about eight years ago.

“I just could not believe it,” she said, 
recalling the day she learned that she 

had finally been accepted into the troupe 
after her third audition. “I called every 
single person I knew and told them. I felt 
like it was my big break, the most excit-
ing thing that ever happened to me.”

Endless audition
Stacey Sund began training as a 

dancer at age 4. She danced at Studio E on 
Union Turnpike in Bayside, with Robert 
Mann, at the Dance Zone, and even with a 
Russian pedagogue in the basement of the 
American Martyrs Church. She also stud-
ied at the Eglevsky Ballet School in Beth-
page and at Broadway Theater Project.

She worked out in the dance pro-
gram studio as a student at Cardozo High 
School and attended college at NYU’s 
Tisch School of the Arts, where she stud-
ied dance, acting and musical theater.

Sund first tried out for the Rockette’s 
during college with some fellow dancers.

“We had heard so many stories,” she 
said. “I remember thinking on that day 
that I want to find out more.”

By the time Sund arrived for her try-
out, at about 6:30 a.m. on a spring morn-
ing, 300 or more dancers were coiled 
around Radio City Music Hall, all with 
the same aspirations.

“I am never going to get this,” she 
recalled thinking. “I remember girls 
standing in line with suitcases in their 

Growing up in Jamaica Estates, Stacey Sund 
marvelled at the leggy spectacle of the 

Radio City Music Hall icons

Continued on Page 40

Stacy Sund, of Jamaica Estates, stars 
in the Radio City Music Hall Christmas 
Spectacular, running through Dec. 30.

Photo courtesy MSG Entertainment
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Last spring I was all excited 
that a Turkish restaurant had 
opened up on Metropolitan Avenue 
in Forest Hills. I was impressed, 
in more or less equal parts, by the 
quality of the food, and by the fact 
that there was a new cuisine in 
this rather Italian-heavy stretch 
of geography. As often happens 
in the restaurant business, the re-
lationship between the two part-
ners began to fray. Eventually An-
nette Dulger broke away to found 
a new Turkish restaurant Roka, 
less than a quarter of a mile west 
on Metropolitan Avenue in Kew 
Gardens.

First impressions couldn’t 
be more different. Ms. Dulger’s 
new establishment is handsomely 
appointed. Serpentine recessed 
blue lights oversee stone mosaics 
of Mediterranean scenes on both 
the walls and floor. 
She has left the home-
liness of her former 
venue behind her.

The Roka menu is pretty 
similar to the one at the Forest 

Hills location. It includes all of 
the Turkish standards, and a few 
surprises.

The house-made Turkish flat 
bread is a test of your willpower. 

It takes a supreme act 
of self-control not to fill 
up on this seductively 
fragrant baked offering 

before your meal begins.
We started with a lentil soup 

that had a lightness about it un-
common to the typical lentil soup. 
There was a familiar, yet uniden-
tifiable herbal note that we later 
learned was mint.

Mucver (zucchini pancakes) 
added to my appreciation of Turk-
ish cuisine. The dish inspired me 
to remember this when I’m des-
perate to find ways to use up the 
surfeit of zucchini in my garden. 

They come with garlic yogurt 
sauce here. Although they’re 
billed as an appetizer, paired with 
a salad, they make a perfect lunch. 
A Coban salad, or the more robust 
Ezme salad make good partners.

The meats I tried in the 
mixed grill were tender and juicy, 
but there are two entrees that re-
ally stand out. Iskender is a plat-
ter of the vertically roasted Doner 
kebab lamb blanketed with a pi-
quant tomato sauce over pieces of 
the house bread. A generous glob 
of yogurt sidles up to the meatier 
real estate. This takes what is al-
ready good, the Doner kebab, and 
makes it better.

My absolute fave was the 
Adana kebab. I attempted to 
make this dish at a recent Turk-
ish cooking lesson, but I have to 
give credit where credit is due. 
Theirs was sooo much better than 
mine.  Expertly spiced ground 
lamb flavored with red bell pep-
pers is grilled on skewers and 
then wrapped in a tortilla-like 
flat bread and sliced in sections. 

Roka Turkish 
Cuisine

116-35 Metropolitan Avenue
Kew Gardens

Price Range: Apps: $4–8
Cuisine: Turkish

Setting: Small but snazzy.
Service: Attentive

Hours: Tues.—Sun., noon-11 
p.m.

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: License pending

Parking: Street 
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No

DINING OUT

Roka: Kew Gardens welcomes big Turkish tastes

Adana kebab served at Roka Turkish Cuisine, 116-35 Metropolitan Ave. in Forest 
Hills. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 42

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE
with Champagne

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol 

RESTAURANT

Order your choice two days before affair.Unlimited Champagne
Premium Liquor

ALL FOR 

$100

For 
Reservations:
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102 Bayside, NY

Cross Island Parkway)

NEW YEAR
HAPPY
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Christmas Eve Menu

Antipasti
Baked clams, Eggplant Rollatini, Rice Balls, 

Panzarotti with Seafood

Pasta
Penne alla Vodka

Tagliatelle Pasta with Tomato Sauce and Basil

Salad
House Salad with Radicchio, Frisee, Endive, Plum Tomato 

and Cucumber dressed with Homemade Balsamic Vinaigrette

Entrees
Seven Fishes 

with Carrots, Potatoes, Celery, Cippolini, and Leeks
Lamb Chops 

with Mustard, Breadcrumbs, Carrots, Potatoes & String Beans
Stuff ed Jumbo Shrimps, 

Stuff ed with Crabmeat in an Orange Sauce
NY Steak Pascuale 

Served with Roasted Potatoes & String Beans Almondine

Dessert
Biscotti, Coff ee, Tea 

$55 
per 

person

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

From 
4:00pm to 

9:00pm

INCLUDES 
CHAMPAGNE 

TOAST!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
$60 

per 
person

Appetizers
Fried Calamari, 

Eggplant Rollatini 
Baked Clams

Pasta 
(Choice of One)

Angellotti 
with Pomodoro and Basil

Penne alla Vodka

Salad
House Salad 

with Radicchio, Frisee, Endive, 
Plum Tomato and Cucumber 

dressed with Homemade 
Balsamic Vinaigrette

Entrees 
(Choice of One)

Osso Bucco Milanese
Roasted Port Loin Stuff ed 
with Prosciutto, Roasted 

Garlic & Apples

Salmon Pescatore
Tilapia Stuff ed with Crabmeat 

in Champagne Sauce

Pollo Sorrentino
*Entrees served with Roasted 

Potatoes & String Beans

Dessert
Coff ee & Tea

Come Join the Party!
New Year’s Eve at Due Ponti

10:00PM – 2:00 AM
UNLIMITED BUFFET!

UNLIMITED WINE, BEER, SODA & COFFEE!
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

*Tax & Gratuity NOT included

$100 
per 

person*

718.767.3100
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Answers in Sports

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

BY RON HELLMAN

Broadway musicals are 
serious business. Most of 
them cost tens of millions of 
dollars to produce and less 
than one-third make back 
their investment. Two of ev-
ery three tickets are sold to 
tourists, and the efforts to at-
tract and satisfy those out-of-
towners are not for the faint 
of heart.

But Gerald Alessan-
drini doesn’t care about all 
that. The creator of a series 
of “Forbidden Broadway” 
satires just wants us to have 
a good time, and now after a 
three-year hiatus, he’s back. 
Celebrating its 30th year, this 
version has the tag “Alive & 
Kicking!”, and has earned 
so many rave reviews that 
its run has been extended 
through April 28, 2013.

Without a doubt, these 
fast moving skits are guar-
anteed to make you laugh 
— a lot — even if you haven’t 
seen all the shows that are 
skewered by the politically 
incorrect barbs. You’re sure 
to recognize most of the per-
formers and other show biz 
types who are given the once 
over, and if they have a sense 
of humor and a thick skin, 
they’ll enjoy it as much as the 
audience.

A major plus is the ener-
getic, versatile and multi-tal-
ented cast of four — Natalie 
Charlé Ellis, Scott Richard 
Foster, Jenny Lee Stern and 
Marcus Stevens — who pro-
vide 100 minutes of non-stop 
entertainment, all to the pia-
no accompaniment of David 
Caldwell.

Among the shows that 
are taken for a spin are “Evi-

ta,” “Anything Goes,” “News-
ies,” “Spiderman,” “Porgy 
and Bess” (the Gershwins, 
that is, not to be confused 
with any other authors) and 
“The Book of Mormon” (here 
parodied as the “Book of Mo-
rons”).

I must give special men-
tion to Mr. Stevens, not just 
because he’s the only cast 
member who doesn’t list a 
middle name, but, like most 
New York actors, he comes 
from a faraway place (okay, 
not so far in his case, Wall-
ingford, Pa.), and now resides 
in our own theater outpost 
of Astoria. An expert mimic, 
Mr. Stevens has fun portray-
ing Ricky Martin, Matthew 
Broderick, Steven Sondheim, 
Harvey Fierstein and Mandy 
Patinkin.

For those, like myself, 
who have an aversion to con-

stant revivals, my favorite bit 
was when Ms. Stern came out 
as “Annie” — this time it was 
“Granny” who could make 
it to tomorrow only with the 
help of a walker.

If you’re able-bodied 
enough, however, make sure 
you get to the 47th Street The-
ater (304 West 47th Street, off 
8th Avenue) and treat your-
self to a good time. The the-
ater has only about 200 seats 
so you won’t miss the facial 
expressions or the array of 
costumes. The small stage 
has never been bigger.

‘Forbidden Broadway’ a sparkling revue on classics

The cast of “Forbidden Broadway” at 47th Street Theater. 
Photo by Carol Rosegg

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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Cord Meyer Development LLC
26 th  Ave .  &  Be l l  B l vd . ,  Bay s i de   Vis i t  us at  http ://www.bayterrace . com

Come to Bay Terrace for the following 
free events throughout the Holiday Season!

Plenty of 
Free Parking 

VISITS WITH SANTA AND HIS ELF
212-73 26th Avenue (next to the Post Office on the upper level)
(Don’t forget to bring your camera for plenty of photo opportunities.) 

Saturday, December 22nd ..... 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 23rd ........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HORSE & BUGGY RIDES
Starting and ending in front of the professional  

offices on the main level.

Sunday, December 23rd ...... 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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CONCERTS

The Nutcracker: A Christmas 
Celebration — Tchaikovsky’s 
classic music comes to life 
and introduces children to the 
story of Clara’s Nutcracker. 
Visit the Enchanted Forest with 
its magical dancing nowfl akes, 
and the wondrously beautiful 
Sugarplum Fairy in the Kingdom 
of the Sweets.
When: Dec. 22, 1 pm and 3 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

 EVENTS

Wilderness survival — Urban 
Park Rangers lead workshop 
on how to survive almost any 
disaster, whether in the wild or 
at home.
When: Dec. 30, 1 pm
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Woodhaven Blvd. at 
Forest Park Drive, Forest Park
Contact: (718) 846-2731
Website: nyc.gov/parks/
rangers

Wilderness survival — Join 
with Park Rangers and learn 
how to cope with any and all 
emergencies. Suitable for older 
children.
When: Dec. 30, 1 pm
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@

bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Vietnam War Protest Posters 
— The exhibition demonstrates 
how art can be used as a 
dynamic device to teach and 
bring history and politics to 
life for students and public 
audiences alike.
When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

ReGeneration — Despite 
the near ubiquity of the 
term “sustainability,” there 
remains signifi cant ambiguity 
about everything from the 
actual meaning of the term 
to overarching solutions to 
the challenges we face as a 
community. Technology and 
behavioral changes including 
energy production, agriculture, 
recycling and pollution reduction 
are all on the table as we work 
to understand and address the 
challenge of sustainability.
When: Through Jan. 13
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona

Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

Korean Traditional Illuminated 
Sutra — The 1,700-year-old 
tradition of sutra transcription 
and illumination by hand, 
known in Korea as Sagyeong, is 
brought to life in this spectacular 
exhibition of 55 pieces of elegant 
calligraphy and painting in 
gold and silver. The exhibition 
Samadhi + Art = Sagyeong brings 
out the beauty and history 
of this unique art fi eld, which 
transcends religious boundaries.
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

Ada Bobnis: Stages, 
Mountains, Water — Site-
specifi c installation that 
transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Handsome Little Devils in The Squirm Burpee 
Circus — Queens Theatre presents a special 
holiday theatrical experience for the entire 
family: the Handsome Little Devils in The Squirm 
Burpee Circus, an exhilarating, fantastical 
adventure of classic slapstick comedy, high-skill 
circus acts and a plot straight out of American 
Melodrama. Featuring an eye-catching cast and a 
beautiful, Cirque-like aesthetic.
When: Dec. 27-31, 2 pm and 7 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing Meadows 

Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued on Page 42

Christmas Eve
“Feast of the Seven Fishes”

Prix Fixe Menu - $49 p.p.

á la carte specials 

also available

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363
www.giardinos.com

New Year’s Eve
“Welcome 2013”

Holiday Party seating at 9 pm

Prix Fixe Menu - $52 p.p.

á la carte menu seating until 7 pm
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Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Christmas Eve at Aunt Bella’s
Appetizers

Lobster Bisque - $5.95
Garden Salad - $5.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $8.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $12.50

Mussels - White or Red - $10.95
Shrimp Cocktail - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.75

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells or Manicotti - $10.95

Penne Vodka - $11.95
Linguini Clam Sauce - $11.25

Spaghetti and Meatballs - $11.95

Entrees
Chicken (Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, Marsala or Francese) - $15.95

Veal (Parmigiana, Marsala or Picatta) - $16.95
Eggplant (Parmigiana or Rollatini) - $13.95

Shrimp (Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara or Fra Diavolo) - $16.95

Seafood
Tilapia - $15.95

Calamari Marinara - $14.95
Seafood Pasta - $18.95

Chilean Sea Bass - $18.95

Dessert
Cheese Cake - $5.95

Tartufo - $5.95
Truffles - $5.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com  • 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck



NE

40
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, D
EC

. 2
0-

26
 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

24. In ___ (owing)
26. Actor James
27. Gofers
28. Boston menu item
30. Mac follower
31. _____ lobster
33. Patronize, as a 
 restaurant
35. Lauder and namesakes
38. Highland miss
43. ___ Falls, NY
45. Knit or purl
49. Polynesian wrap
52. Takes the edge off
54. Ratty place
55. TV's Arnaz
56. Ad headline
57. E.P.A. concern
59. "Garfield" dog
60. Actress Olin
61. At one time, at one time
62. Greyhound, e.g.
64. Pennies: Abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Dec. 20-26, 2012

By Ed Canty 

New England Menu
Across
1. June birthstone
6. Post-diet, ideally
10. Dracula, at times
13. Kukla's co-star
14. "The Taming of  the 
 Shrew" city
16. A pint, maybe
17. Maine menu item
19. Barbie's beau
20. Atlas features
21. Soft tissue
23. "Cheep" 
 accommodations?
25. Sought damages
26. Hack
29. Kind of  center
32. London subway to Brits
34. Frigid finish
36. Sleuth Wolfe
37. Coach's advice yo Base 
 runner
39. Hubbubs
40. French monarch
41. "I could ___ horse!"
42. Tiny amphibians
44. Photo blowups: Abbr.
46. Genetic letters
47. Dirk of  yore
48. Systems of  waist 
 removal?
50. Main and Wall: Abbr.
51. Give a little
53. "Buenos ___"
55. Lorax creator
58. Cuisine style
62. Drone, e.g.
63. Cape Cod menu item
65. ___ Today

66. Apportion
67. Munich denials
68. Caesar, for one
69. Line parts: Abbr.
70. "Super!"
Down
1. ___ sci (coll. major
2. Carolina college
3. Priestly garb
4. Ascended
5. A, B or C
6. Time of  yr.
7. Songbird
8. Fan mail recipient
9. Drug smugglers
10. Menu item in colonial 
 Boston, perhaps
11. TV's Trebek
12. Big ___ Conference
15. Native Alaskans
18. German coal city
22. Spay

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A BIT OF RUBBLE
A C T S A B Y S M T O A T
P O O H P L A N E O L L A
E C R U R A N I S M E G S
D O N T R O C K T H E B O A T

D U N K S N O S E Y
T A L O N S C O D Y
B L O W S T E N O E W E
S T O N E S T H R O W A W A Y
P O T R I D O F C E D E

C R T S S A C R E D
A M T O O B L A S E
P E B B L E B E A C H P R O S
A D A B R A L P H T O G A
R I L L A N I S E E A R N
T A L E S K E E T D R E G

hands. They had just gotten 
off the plane from Pennsyl-
vania and Florida.”

The dancers are 
first measured for height. 
Would-be Rockettes must be 
between 5-foot-6 and 5-foot-
10-1/2 and be no younger 
than 18.

She wore brightly 
colored leotards with tan 
tights “so they would be 
able to see my legs.” Her 
hair was slicked back and 
her lips glossed red.

Sund and a group of 
about 40 other dancers 
were taken into a room to 
learn the first dance combi-
nation. In groups of three, 
the dancers then perform 
the routine in front of Lin-
da Haberman, the director 
and choreographer of the 
Christmas Spectacular.

“She is very intimidat-
ing, to say the least,” said 
Sund.

Auditioning, measur-
ing and photographing the 
dancers is a two-day pro-
cess, said Sund.

“Then you wait,” said 
Sund, who didn’t get a 
callback for two months 
after the audition. She au-
ditioned again in August. 
This time, Haberman rec-
ognized her, and referring 
to her by name during the 
tryout, Sund recalled.

Still, it took several 
more weeks for her to get 
that special phone call that 
changed her life.

Starting anew
Both of the The Rock-

ettes’ 40-member casts put 
on a total of 100 shows dur-
ing the Christmas season. 

That’s a grueling schedule, 
even when compared to the 
most demanding Broadway 
musicals. Unlike Broadway, 
too, each of the Rockettes is 
essentially a leading lady 
in the show, adding an addi-
tional element of pressure.

“One thing I didn’t re-
alize was how difficult it is 
and how tirelessly we prac-
tice,” said Sund. “When you 
watch on television it looks 
so easy.”

In September each 
year, the Rockettes begin 
six-hour, six-day-a-week re-
hearsals in preparation for 
their season of holiday per-
formances, which begins in 
early November.

“We rehearse every-
thing every year, as if it’s 
brand new to us,” said 
Sund, “so that it’s perfect.”

The Rockettes are cel-
ebrating their 85th holiday 
season in New York City 
this year. Their show in-
cludes many fan-favorite 
numbers, such as “Santa’s 
Workshop,” “The Living 
Nativity,” and “New York 
at Christmas,” during 
which the Rockettes board 
a double-decker Gray Line 
bus and take audiences on a 
virtual tour of Manhattan.

In “Let Christmas 
Shine,” the Rockette’s spar-
kle from the stage, as each 
dancer wears a costume 
adorned with more than 
3,000 Swarovski crystals.

Two of the scenes in 
the show are in 3D, utiliz-
ing Radio City’s huge floor 
to ceiling LED screen.

In honor of this year’s 
anniversary celebration, a 
costume retrospective has 
been added to the show. A 

handful of Rockettes have 
been chosen to model the 
outfits the dance company 
has worn in performances 
throughout the decades.

Sund models a Rock-
ettes costume from the 
1960s. “I was so happy to be 
picked,” she said. “I love the 
costume, it is so much fun.”

Though hard-pressed 
to decide, Sund chose the 
costume retrospective and 
the perennial “Parade of 
the Wooden Soldiers” when 
asked to pick her favorite 
numbers in the show.

After eight years as a 
Rockette, Sund hasn’t lost 
any of her enthusiasm.

“There are mornings 
I am really tired,” she ad-
mitted. “But then I see the 
lines waiting for the show 
and the little kids dressed 
up for Christmas in their 
pea coats. I am honored to 
be a Rockette.”

The Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular plays 
through Sunday, Dec. 30. 
For more information or to 
order tickets, call 866-858-
0007 or go to www.radioci-
tychristmas.com.

WORTH A TRIP

Grace — The story about a 
Minnesota couple that moves 
to Florida to convert hotels into 
Christian-themed hotels, is an 
examination of the meaning 
of faith, fate, and love. Staring 
Paul Rudd, Ed Asner, Michael 
Shannon and Kate Arrington.
Closing Sunday, Jan. 6. Cort 
Theatre, 138 W. 48th St. 
Call 212-239-6200, or go to 
telecharge.com.

War Horse — The drama about 
the perilous adventures of a 
horse that moves from life on 
a farm into the battles of World 
War I. Story is told using uncanny 

puppetry and scenery. 
Closing Sunday, Jan. 6. At the 
Vivian Beaumont Theater, 150 
W. 65th St. Call 212-239-6200, 
or go to telecharge.com.

My Name is Asher Lev — Aaron 
Posner’s adaptation of Chaim 
Potok’s novel, the acclaimed 
drama tells the story of a 
Hasidic boy’s growing up in 
Brooklyn in the 1950s, and of his 
confl icts with both his father 
and his growth as an artist.
At the Westside Theater, 407 
W. 43rd St. Call 212-239-6200, 
or go to telecharge.com.

Leonard Cohen — After touring 

to rave reviews in dozens of 
cities in continents around the 
world, and producing two live 
albums and a new studio album, 
Cohen and his band return to 
the area for a show at Madison 
Square Garden on Tuesday, Dec. 
18, and at the Barclays Center, 
on Thursday, Dec. 20. 
Both shows are at 8 p.m. 
MSG is at Seventh Ave. and 
33rd St. in Manhattan, the 
Barclays Center is at 620 
Atlantic Ave. in Brooklyn. 
Call 800-745-3000, or go to 
www.ticketmaster.com.

The Piano Lesson — Signature 
Theatre has extended the 

run of the revival of August 
Wilson’s esteemed play about 
an African-American family that 
is torn regarding a decision to 
sell an old family piano. Selling 
the piano would provide the 
Charles family with the money 
to make a fresh start. But the 
piano has powerful symbolic 
bonds to this family and to 
black history in America. The 
instrument was once traded for 
the family’s patriarch, during 
the slavery years.
At the Pershing Square 
Signature Center/Irene 
Diamond Stage, 480 W. 
42nd St. Go to www.
signaturetheatre.org.

Continued from Page 33

Rockettes undergo grueling physical training and scrutiny before they are selected to perform in the 
world-renowned “Christmas Spectacular.” Photo by Gene Schiavone/MSG Entertainment
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Merry Christmas 
from Austin’s!

*Filet Oscar and Lobster Tail Entrée $55.00 per person

Appetizers
Beef Short Ribs Chipotle Glazed

Lobster Ravioli with Smoked Paprika Cream Sauce and Pea Shoots

Roasted Mushrooms Stuffed with Feta Cheese Spinach and Bacon

Soup
Apple Cheddar Squash

Salad
Mixed Greens, Mushrooms, Sundried Tomatoes,

Pine Nuts and Sliced Apple

Entrees
8 oz. Filet Mignon Oscar & 7 oz. Lobster Tail (Add $10 to Price Fixe)

Porcini Crusted Lamb Chops with Rosemary Garlic Emulsion

Pan Seared Sea Bass w/ Mango Sauce over Spinach

Grilled Salmon w/ Crawfi sh Cream Sauce

Sautéed Chicken Breast w/ Crabmeat Spinach & Lemon Horse Radish Sauce

Sautéed Scallops & Shrimp Roasted Red Pepper Cream Sauce w/ Linguine

Dessert
Carrot Cake, Chocolate Mousse Cake, 

New York Cheesecake, or Black Bottom Pie

December  25, 2012
PER 
PERSON

$4500Course 
Dinner5 Includes: Appetizer, Soup, Salad, 

Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

AUSTIN’S STEAK AND ALE 

(Choice 
Of One)

(Choice 
Of One)

APPETIZERS
Shrimp Bisque  ........................................... $6.95

Clams Oreganata  ....................................... $8.95

Linguini with Garlic,Oil and Spinach  .... $11.95

Penne Arrabbiatta
A spicy Italian tomato sauce with bacon  .................... $12.95

Mussels Fra Diavolo  ................................ $12.95

Cold Antipasta Platter  ............................ $11.95

ENTREES
Seafood Marinara
Shrimp, Scallops, Clams & Mussels over Pasta ............. $29.95

Christmas Eve Seafood Platter
Fried Shrimp, Scallop & Sole ................................. $27.95

Stuffed Sole 
w/a Seafood Cornbread Stuffi ng .............................. $26.95

Steak and Stuffed Shrimp
12oz. Steak w/Shrimp Stuffed w/Crabmeat .................. $27.95

Red Snapper a la George
in a white wine Lemon sauce w/Mushrooms & Artichokes .. $27.95

Steak Pizzaiola
Pan seared 12oz. Steak w/Tomato Sauce & Spicy Bread Crumbs .$27.95

Chicken Stuffed w/Spinach, Prosciutto 
& Mozzarella ............................................ $25.95

DESSERTS
Chocolate Mousse Cake .............................. $7.95

Bailey’s Cheesecake ................................... $7.95

Carrot Cake ................................................ $7.95

Christmas Eve Dinner
DECEMBER 24, 2012

BOURBON STREET 
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These sections are decorat-
ed with squiggles of yogurt 
and arranged around a 
hemisphere of rice. Shaved 
onion sprinkled with su-
mac heightens the piquant 
flavors, along with a grilled 
tomato and a dangerously 
spicy grilled pepper. This 
dish is as much a pleasure 
to look at as to eat.

Have you O.D.’d on piz-

za, but still long for some-
thing to fill that niche? 
Pide, its Turkish cousin is 
well represented here. They 
can be ordered with ground 
lamb, mozzarella cheese, 
Turkish pastrami, or Turk-
ish sausage, or in various 
combinations of the above. 
They are boat shaped, thick 
crusted (except for the Lah-
macun, which comes as 
three thin crusted rounds). 
Forget tomato sauce, 
though. That’s not how 
they do it in Turkey.  Just 
meat and/or cheese.

The Bottom Line
Roka is a tasty new 

addition to Kew Gardens. 
The ambiance is inviting, 
the food is enticing, and the 
prices are modest. Sounds 
like a home run.

Afiyet olsun (bon 
apetit)!

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 34

Roka

and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Broadway Billboard — 
For Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s Broadway Billboard, 
photographer Catherine Opie 
has created a mise-en-scène 
of epic scope, drama, and 
mystery. Nature and artifi ce, 
light and darkness are just 
some of the contradictory 
elements of Opie’s image that 
create an ominous tableau for 
us to contemplate.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 
outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31, 2013
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 

industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28, 2013
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

EDUCATION

Fall Pilates Program — A 
series of premier Pilates 
classes instructed by Robin 
Budnetz, who was trained 
by Joseph Pilates himself. 
The classes are designed 
to strengthen the core 
while developing overall 
fl exibility. Beginners sessions, 
intermediate/advanced and 
sessions for teachers after 
school are available. Call to 
register.
When: Mondays, 12:30 pm and 7 
pm, Tuesdays, 7 pm, Thursdays, 
10:05 am, 11:10 am and 4:10 pm, 
through Thursday, Dec. 20
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011 ext. 504
Website: centralqueensy.org

FILM

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25, 2013
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 

Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Dance Power Movement — 
Feeling the rhythms of music 
from all over the world, even 
those who have never danced 
a step in their lives fi nd 
themselves taken into a full 
range of movement integrating 
fl exibility, balance, and 
muscular endurance.
When: Thursdays through Dec. 
20, 7:40 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: centralqueensy.org

Free Line Dance Lessons —  
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Cost: Free 
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

LECTURES &
PRESENTATIONS

To Circumcise or Not to 
Circumcise — The topic will 
be about whether it is an 
infringement on religious 
freedom.
When: Dec. 21, 8 pm
Where: The Reform Temple 
of Forst Hills, 71-11 112th St., 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 899-8298

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 38

P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

T: 718-321-7777 • F: 718-321-2434

22-30 154th Street • Whitestone, N.Y. 11357

FREE DELIVERY

$3.00 OFF 
Any Order of
$20 or More 

DELIVERY ONLY

20% OFF
Entire Bill 

DINE IN ONLY

10% OFF
Catering 
Services

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat
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SELECTION

RAW BAR
BLUEPOINT 

JUMBO SHRIMP
LITTLE NECK’S

5 OZ LOBSTER TAILS

THURSDAY–FRIDAY–SATURDAY–SUNDAY

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC 

4–8PM

DAILY EVENTS

SUNDAY BRUNCH
STARTS AT NOON

MONDAY DINNER
BARBEQUE NIGHT

$18.99

SUNDAY NIGHT
INDUSTRY NIGHT

2FERS 
FROM 10PM – 2AM

TUESDAY DINNER
BURGER NIGHT

$4 BURGERS

WEDNESDAY DINNER
SURF & TURF NIGHT

$21.99

THURSDAY DINNER
1/2 PRICE BTL 

OF WINE
1/2 PRICE FRUIT & 
CHEESE PLATTERS

FRIDAY
ALL SPECIAL PRICED

HAPPY HOUR
APPETIZER PLATTERS

MONDAY NIGHT
MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL PARTY

25¢ WINGS

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LADIES NIGHT PARTY 

STARTS AT 9PM

THURSDAY NIGHT
80’s DANCE PARTY
STARTS AT 10PM

SATURDAY NIGHT
70’s DANCE PARTY
DJ STARTS AT 10PM

FRIDAY NIGHT
DJ STARTS AT 10PM

HAPPY HOUR
2 FOR PRICE OF ONE

DRINK SPECIALS
MONDAY – SATURDAY 4–8PM

HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 
WITH US!

PARTY ROOM OR SECURE BAR 
AREA AVAILABLE

OVER
 3

0

FL
AT

SC
RE

EN
 

TV
’S

OVER 

5000 SQ. FT.

OF DINING/

LOUNGE AREA

718-224-069040-05 Bell Blvd 

OVER
30 BEERS
SERVED
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info. nycschoolsnycschoolsDennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

When you are involved and support the important work going on 
in the classroom, your child is more likely to succeed in school 

and in life. The Expect Success Family Guide can help you participate 
in your child’s education. The Guide has information about school 
reforms, raising academic standards, course requirements and ways to 
help your child become college and career ready. For electronic copies, 
search NYC.gov for Expect Success or call 311.
 
Each month, look for a new insert with more information to help your 
child get the most out of the school year.

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
This fall, the NYC Parent 
Academy was launched to 
help parents become more 
engaged in their child’s 
education. This program 

is dedicated to strengthening parent involvement 
to support student achievement in the City’s 1,700 
schools. 
 
Attend the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming  
borough-wide workshops:

SAT., JAN. 12
9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The Eagle Academy  
for Young Men 
4143 Third Avenue
Bronx, NY 10457

SAT., JAN. 26
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

P.S. 24
427 38th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11232

Parents in Schools:
Education Council Information Sessions
Parents are invited to attend the following upcoming 
events to find out how to make the most out of 
educational resources, and how to take part in district 
decisions by serving on an Education Council. 

Who should attend?
Parents who want a voice in district and City policies 
affecting their children’s schools.

Councils serve students:
��in grades 3-8 by district
��with special education needs
��in high school
��receiving special education services through District 75
��receiving English language learner services

THURS., JAN. 24
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Informational Session

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

Is today a school holiday or snow day? When are parent-teacher 
conferences? When is the deadline to register for high school entrance 
exams? New York City public school families can now stay informed 
by receiving text messages in English or Spanish throughout the school 
year. Text “nycschools” or “escuela” to 877-877 to receive school-related information, 
including calendar updates, reminders and tips on how to access school resources. 
Standard text messaging rates may apply.

Stay Connected

Apply to the Summer Arts Institute
The Summer Arts Institute is a tuition-free, four-week program for public school 
students entering grades 8 to 12 who want to immerse themselves in dance, 
theater, instrumental music, vocal music, film, photography, or the visual arts. The 
program provides students with a unique opportunity to train with Department 
of Education arts specialists as well as teaching artists from such cultural partners 
as American Ballet Theatre, Roundabout Theatre Company, Theatre for a New 
Audience, Tribeca Film Institute, and Young Audiences.  To be eligible, your child 
must be at an intermediate or advanced level of study. The Institute is held at 
Frank Sinatra School of the Arts High School in Astoria, Queens. Applications for 
the summer 2013 session will be available online in January and are due February 
8, 2013. Students who complete the program in good standing are eligible to 
receive a one-half unit of credit that may be applied towards an elective arts credit 
or a Regents or local diploma. 

For more information and a short film on the program, 
search NYC.gov for Summer Arts.

NYC PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

CALENDAR: 
MON., DEC. 24 - 

TUES., JAN. 1

Winter Recess
Schools Closed

2013 

MON., JAN. 21
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day  
Schools closed

MON., JAN. 28
Fall term ends for 

high school students. 
No classes for 

high school students 
(Does not apply to  

District 75 high schools)

TUES., JAN. 29
Spring term begins  

for high school  
students

Are you 
Looking for 
Activities 

for the Winter 
Break?

The holiday break is 
the perfect time to take 

advantage of 
New York City’s many 

free and low-cost 
cultural activities.

 
For a list of family-

friendly events, 

visit NYC.gov and 

search for 

Winter Activities. 

Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.Does your school 
make the grade?
The NYC  Progress Report

The New York City 
Progress Report awards 
schools grades based 
on student progress, 
performance, and 
attendance, as well as 
feedback from parents, 
students, and teachers. 
For the first time this year, 
high school reports also include a section on college and 
career readiness. Parents can use the Progress Report to 
evaluate how well their child’s school is preparing its 
students for success in high school, college, and careers.

Stay in touch with 
your child’s school
ARIS Parent Link

Be sure to complete or 
update a blue card for 
every child attending a 
New York City public 
school. Schools rely on 
this important informa-
tion to keep you in-
formed about your child’s 
progress, school closures, 
and to contact you in the 
event of an emergency.  
You may also want to 
keep your child’s student 
identification number 
handy to log into ARIS 
Parent Link.
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Despite a large Taiwanese 
population in Flushing, there are 
surprisingly few restaurants where 
gourmets can get a taste of the is-
land’s bold and innovative food.

But 101 Taiwanese Cuisine, 
at 135-11 40th Road, showcases 
some of the country’s most pop-
ular dishes, which are always 
evolving.

“Taiwanese people like to 
eat,” said owner Timothy Chuang, 
who opened the restaurant just 
over a year ago. “But the coun-
try is small and there is a lot of 
competition, so cooks try to make 
their dishes better and better.”

Taiwan’s taste buds now want 
less salt and oil, said Chuang, who 
found a chef from a five-star restau-
rant across the Pacific and hired 
him at the Flushing eatery.

To that end, diners can feast 
on a lettuce-leaf wrap contain-
ing a mixture of cooked shrimp, 
shrimp crackers and fresh fruit 
— either mango, grapefruit or 
apple depending on the season.

Or the health-conscious 
might want to try an appetizer 
consisting of rectangular cubes 
of taro, pumpkin, apple and yam 
wrapped in a paper-thin slice of 
cucumber.

Chuang went to great pains 
to make the dining experience 

authentic, by using fresh ingredi-
ents and creating a large dining 
space with photos from the island 
on the wall.

But the menu just wouldn’t be 
Taiwanese without certain items.

Stinky tofu might epitomize 
the country’s food more than any 
other dish. It is fermented soy-
bean curd that is fried, giving it a 
distinctive and pungent kick, and 
served with pickled cabbage and 
hot chili sauce. Chuang claims to 

have the best in the city, though 
the dish is not for the faint of 
heart.

The menu also boasts an oys-
ter omelet, which is beaten eggs 
fried with greens, oysters and a 
thickening starch, and three-cup 
chicken, which is pieces of the 
fowl braised in a sauce composed 
of equal parts wine, soy sauce and 
sesame seed oil and cooked with 
ginger — both of which are Tai-
wanese staples.

The experimental nature 
of the island’s chefs come from 
the country’s history, according 
to Chuang, who said that in the 
late 1940s a large population from 
China fled to the island in the af-
termath of World War II amid po-
litical upheaval on the mainland.

Chefs from all over China, 
who specialized in the cuisines of 
various regions, came to Taiwan 
and styles began to overlap, mak-
ing the food, and the fare dished up 

at Chuang’s restaurant, a unique 
experience.

Pork belly plays a big role 
at 101 Taiwanese Cuisine, and 
is a component in many dishes. 
For example, it can be found in 
a special sandwich topped with 
crushed peanuts and cilantro.

Large tanks hold fresh fish 
and other seafood, and for des-
sert anyone would be mistaken 
to pass up the shaved ice topped 
with sweet fruits and beans.

Many of the most famous 
foods are associated with large 
markets that open in the country’s 
large cities.

At these expansive night 
markets, shoppers stroll around 
nibbling on scrumptious snacks, 
like fried popcorn chicken — 
served at Chuang’s restaurant 
cooked to perfection with crispy 
fried basil — or deep fried pieces 
of pumpkin. They can also shop 
for goods from local stores.

Chuang wants to set up a 
night market in downtown Flush-
ing, which he said would create 
a tourist attract and give more 
people outside the Taiwanese and 
Asian communities the chance to 
try some of the food the neighbor-
hood has to offer.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Boro eatery puts twist on Chinese dishes
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Jimmy’s 
Trattoria
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NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS 
OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE 
IN HOME ESTIMATES

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

toxic properties by follow-
ing a set of state regula-
tions, the two companies 
began their work in Whit-
estone in August 2010 by 
agreeing to a document 
called a Remedial Work 
Plan. It stipulated which 
kinds of materials could be 
used as replacement soil on 
the property.

Specifically, the plan 
forbids solid waste material 
from other industrial sites 
and material from contami-
nated sites or potentially 
contaminated sites from 
being used as replacement 
soil, according to the plan. 
Any non-virgin soil was 
subject to higher standards 
of documentation.

Barone initially hired 
Restoration & Conservation 
Environmental, a company 
that provides fill material, 
to provide unadulterated 
replacement soil, Barone 
said in a September inter-
view. Logs were provided 
to TimesLedger Newspa-

pers indicating where each 
truckload of that earth 
came from, its chemical 
makeup and when it was 
delivered to the site — in-
formation required by the 
Remedial Work Plan.

After this process was 
completed in July 2011, a 
second round of soil was 
put on top, according to 
Barone.  This top soil would 
be more conducive to grow-
ing vegetation, which 
would then prevent ero-
sion, he said. Barone indi-
cated DEC would also have 
the required records for the 
second round of soil impor-
tation.

TimesLedger submit-
ted a Freedom of Informa-
tion Request for these re-
cords, but DEC could not 
locate any, saying no docu-
ments showing a chain of 
custody had been provided 
to it for the second round 
of replacement soil. Barone 
disputes this claim.

The department was 
nearly ready to sign off on 
the project in August this 
year after it deemed the 
soil replacement went ac-
cording to plan, according 

to DEC authorities. That 
would have given the green 
light for development with 
the unauthorized material 
on the site, but about the 
same time, questions were 
raised about illegal dump-
ing at the site.

TimesLedger and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) both received com-
plaints from residents to 
this effect. Avella sent a let-
ter to DEC, launching the 
investigation.

DEC told TimesLedger 
in August that no unap-
proved material was found 
on the site, though this was 
contradicted by their sub-
sequent investigation.

In September, DEC 
performed chemical tests 
on the soil in question and 
found it not to be contami-
nated.

At that time, Barone 
had taken umbrage at the 
suggestion that any unap-
proved material had some-
how found its way to the 
site.

“Unless somebody is 
illegally dumping with a 
helicopter, it’s feasibly im-
possible,” he said.

Continued from Page 9

Barone
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wedding directory
Bridal Gowns
Sposabella Couture
69A 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

World Mall Bridal Dreams
7905 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bridal Headpieces
Bridal Style Boutique
905 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

-

Catering Halls/Venues
Bay Ridge Manor

Il Fornetto

The Garden City Hotel

Grand Oaks Country Club

-

Grand Prospect Hall

New York City Events

-

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Rebar

 

Sirico’s 

The Vanderbilt at South Beach

-

-

Yacht Owners Association

Cleaners
Bridgestone Dry Cleaners & Laundry

Cosmetic Dentistry
Omni Dental Care

Entertainment
The Amazing Bottle Dancers

 

Beat by Beat Entertainment

-

  

E-Squared Productions

-

Florists/ Centerpieces
Edible Arrangements

-

 

Floral Fantasy 

Henry’s Florist

-

Marine Florist and Decorators

Jewelry
Tivoli Jewelers

-

Limousine Services
A-Class Limousine

-

Cosmopolitan Coach

Luxor Limousine
502 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

 

M & V Limousine Ltd.

Mila Limousine Corporation

-

 

RJ’s Limousines

Photography  & Video
Fantasy Photography

-

Glamour Me Photo & Video

HiLite Studios

 

Wedding Photo Connection

Tuxedos
Tuxedo World

Salons
Joli Salon
8124 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

-

Pilo Arts Salon

-

Services
Genesis Fertility & Reproductive Medicine

-

Wedding Cakes
Aunt Butchie’s Desserts

Wedding Expos
Bosco’s Wedding Expo
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

Bridal Affair

To be included in this directory 
call 718-260-2500
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ROP

tration of chain stores in 
the borough, 144, according 
to the report.

Several ZIP codes, in-
cluding Breezy Point and 
Jamaica, had the fewest 
number of chain stores in 
the borough, ranging from 
zero to two. Kew Gardens 
had one chain store.

Subway, a sandwich 
shop, led the pack this year, 
with a net gain of 11 stores 
in the borough. But the bor-
ough lost some business as 
well.

CVS, a national phar-
macy chain, closed three 

stores in Queens, while 
Mandee, a clothing store, 
and McDonald’s, a fast 
food chain, both closed two 
stores, the report said.

Carvel, an ice cream 
shop, also closed one of its 
shops in 2012.

An abundance of chain 
stores can bring jobs and 
low prices, but also attract 
consumers to an area, ac-
cording to Bornstein. And 
that can bolster some of the 
borough’s small business-
es, he said.

“This happened on 
Farmers Boulevard in 
Hollis a few years ago, 
when a Walgreens opened 
in an abandoned strip,” 
said Bornstein. “Almost 
immediately, the nearby 

vacant storefronts got ten-
ants which are still there 
today.”

But too many can have 
the opposite effect.

“An overabundance of 
chain stores can attack an 
area’s retail fabric, usually 
by causing rent increases 
that make it impossible for 
small, independent busi-
nesses to thrive. This can 
lead to fewer unique servic-
es and products and really 
change a neighborhood’s 
character,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Stores

members involved before I 
take any position ahead of 
them, since things are still 
evolving,” he said.

Grodenchik has not 
heard enough specifics to 
make up his mind.

“There are a lot of ques-
tions that have not been 
answered,” said Groden-
chik, who said he does not 
oppose the idea of develop-
ment in the park, but needs 
to see more details like how 
the project will be financed 
and the dimensions of the 
proposed structure before 
he can make up his mind.

Katz, who formerly 
chaired the Council Land 

Use Committee, also indi-
cated that she needed to 
learn more about the pro-
posal before making up her 
mind, especially since oth-
er developments are taking 
place on public parkland 
and any more greenspace 
taken for private gain, a 
process called alienation, 
is a serious issue.

“I think it’s got to be 
looked at overall,” she said. 
“Alienation  of parkland 
should never, ever be taken 
lightly.”

Peralta had emerged 
as an early supporter of the 
project, citing its economic 
impact on the borough, 
but the lawmaker said he 
is withholding the final 
thumbs-up until he is cer-
tain MLS will replace the 
10 to 13 acres of parkland 

the stadium will occupy, 
should it be built.

“I share the concern 
over lost park space, which 
is why my final support is 
contingent on the replace-
ment space that is secured,” 
he said. “If that concern is 
addressed, there is a great 
deal to like about the proj-
ect — jobs, economic activi-
ty and improvements to the 
park, all privately funded.”

Vallone took special 
issue with the question 
of where the replacement 
parkland will go.

“It is not possible for 
me to support this project 
without knowing any spe-
cifics,” he said. “I would 
need to know exactly where 
the comparable parkland 
will be. And I’m not going 
to accept vague promises.”

Continued from Page 4

Stadium

an extensive rap sheet, ac-
cording to the Post, which 
also reported that Woodard 
may have been lured by text 
message to the spot where 
he was shot.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.Continued from Page 4

Assassin

make a priority.
Several Queens law-

makers expressed their 
condolences to the victims’ 
loved ones and echoed the 
mayor’s calls for stricter 
gun laws.

“In the wake of this 

unthinkable tragedy, it is 
time for a new national 
conversation about the role 
of guns in American life,” 
said U.S. Rep. Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Ridgewood).

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) called 
the shooting a “sickening 
tragedy.”

“The blood stain of gun 
of violence will only grow 
larger until we resolve, at 

every level of government, 
to bring common sense and 
sanity to our laws govern-
ing firearms availability, 
sales and possession,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 5

Guns

having a focused confer-
ence in future years.

“I think it was some-
thing that had to be done,” 
Addabbo said.

The Quinnipiac Uni-
versity Polling Institute, in 
Hamden, Conn., released a 
study last week that said 53 
percent of voters believed 
the coalition would bring 
good government while 30 
percent characterized the 
coalition as some leaders 
trying to grab power. The 
poll also found 48 percent 
of voters want a coalition to 
choose what bills are voted 
on, with 31 percent in favor 
of Democrats choosing and 
17 percent in favor of Re-
publican choosing.

Despite what appeared 
to be a slim win for the 
Democrats in the Senate on 
Election Night, many fac-
tors left control of the upper 
house up in the air. Upstate, 
Democrat Terry Gipson 
seemed to beat incumbent 
Sen. Stephen Saland (R-
Poughkeepsie) and Demo-
crat Cecilia Tkaczyk had a 
lead over state Assembly-

man George Amedore (R-
Rotterdam) for a new seat 
drawn near Albany, but the 
races were so close that re-
counts were ordered.

Saland conceded to 
Gipson last Thursday, but 
Amedore appeared to have 
a slim edge of less than 100 
votes and declared victory 
again Monday.

Some Democrats also 
rejected working with the 
party at large. Shortly after 
the election, Sen.-elect Sim-
cha Felder (D-Brooklyn) 
decided to caucus with the 
Republicans, saying they 
would help him get more 
from his district. Earlier 
this month, Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-St. Albans) be-
came the first Queens sena-
tor to join the four-member 
IDC led by Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein (D-Bronx), which 
broke away from Demo-
crats two years ago.

“He believes strongly 
that if a coalition, biparti-
san government — should 
it work — would be a very 
good model for the rest of 
the nation,” said Smith 
spokesman Hank Sheinko-
pf.

Without the results of 
the new seat, the current 
makeup of the Senate gives 

the coalition a 35 to 27 lead.
Sheinkopf said the 

Quinnipiac poll proves that 
the electorate wants “gov-
ernment that works” and 
not “politics.”

“It’s exactly the oppo-
site of what’s occurring in 
Washington right now,” he 
said.

But Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
chairman of the Senate 
Democratic Campaign 
Committee, was skepti-
cal. He also said he did not 
think the Quinnipiac poll 
was written in a way that 
properly explained that the 
coalition was a joint under-
taking by Republicans and 
the breakaway IDC.

“I could draft you a dif-
ferent question that would 
give you an opposite an-
swer,” he said.

He also characterized 
the coalition’s platform as 
essentially the Republi-
can’s and not bipartisan.

Stavisky, who said she 
no longer considers herself 
a minority legislator, had 
hopes that the IDC would 
return to the conference.

“We have five misguid-
ed folks who I think, ulti-
mately, will remember that 
we’re Democrats,” she said.

Continued from Page 5

Senate

his own Rockaway home. 
“Now imagine mold, rot-
ting wood and other debris 
in the air. Rockaway and 
South Queens are breath-
ing this stuff and it’s trou-
bling to me to even think 
about what people are go-
ing to be going through as 
we progress.”

The New York Nurses 
Association, a unionized 
association for registered 
nurses, rallied in front of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
Manhattan home Saturday 
calling on him and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to set up 
mobile care units in the 
hardest-hit areas.

A spokesman said a 
mobile unit would ease 
overcrowding in places like 
the Rockaways with mini-
mal health care facilities. 
And while volunteer groups 
went door-to-door checking 
on the medical needs of in-
dividual residents immedi-

ately following the storm, 
the union is also urging 
the mayor to have health 
officials carry out a broad 
scope assessment on the 
peninsula. 

Meanwhile, the Joseph 
P. Addabbo Family Center, 
a community health center 
with two badly storm-dam-
aged locations in the Rock-
aways, received a $250,000 
grant from Direct Relief 
USA and the National As-
sociation of Community 
Health Centers last month 
to help rebuild after Sandy.

“These nonprofit clin-
ics and health centers are 
on the front lines during 
emergencies, caring for 
their communities in dark-
ness and in despair, as we 
have seen with Sandy. They 
have limited financial abil-
ity to absorb the blow right 
now, and yet their patients 
need help during this criti-
cal period,” said Thomas 
Tighe, president and CEO 
of Direct Relief. 

The peninsula’s Add-
abbo health centers are 
located at 6200 Beach 

Channel Dr. in Arverne 
and 1288 Central Ave. in 
Far Rockaway. The facili-
ties are staffed by licensed 
and trained physicians 
and provide primary care, 
pediatric services, family 
support and mental health 
resources.  And while he 
commends the work done 
by the Addabbo health cen-
ters and the scores of volun-
teers who have helped resi-
dents, Goldfeder said his 
pre-Sandy stance on health 
care in the Rockaways has 
not changed: South Queens 
needs more access to af-
fordable, quality health 
care. Now, in a post-Sandy 
world, that need has been 
magnified 10 times.

“In the immediate 
long term we need to open 
health centers and ensure 
that doctors are spread 
throughout the penin-
sula to address our health 
needs,” he said. “St. John’s 
is stretched to the limit and 
this area is ripe for another 
catastrophe.”

Continued from Page 5

Health
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s University 
and the six other Big East 
Catholic schools are seek-
ing a return to their pro-
grams’  basketball roots.

The seven presidents 
announced in a statement 
Saturday that they plan on 
leaving the conference and 
its football-based schools 
behind in an attempt to 
shape their own futures.

“Under the current 
context of conference re-
alignment, we believe 
pursuing a new basketball 
framework that builds on 
this tradition of excellence 
and competition is the best 

way forward,” the state-
ment said.

St. John’s, along with 
DePaul, Georgetown, Mar-
quette, Providence, Seton 
Hall and Villanova, which 
are considered the confer-
ence’s basketball schools, 
voted unanimously to exit 
the Big East to form their 
own hoops-based league. 
St. John’s, Georgetown, 
Providence, Seton Hall and 
Villanova helped found the 
league in 1979.

“Our focus clearly we 
recognized had to be on 
basketball as our major 
sport,” St. John’s Univer-
sity President the Rev. Don-
ald J. Harrington said in 

a conference call. “It was 
more and more difficult to 
maintain that focus when 
many of the priorities of 
the conference legitimately 
had to be on football.”

The split, which may 
have to wait until Jan. 30, 
2015, took place over a phil-
osophical difference with 
the present 17-school league 
and its football schools. It 
was triggered by the recent 
departure of West Virginia 
to the Big 12 and the future 
exits of Notre Dame, Syra-
cuse, Rutgers, Pittsburgh 
and Louisville to play in 
football power conferences 
like the ACC and the Big 
Ten. The league would add 

schools like Tulane, Boise 
State, Temple and SMU 
among others with football 
in mind.

“We believe at St. 
John’s that it’s important 
that we shape our future 
rather than have it happen 
to us,” Harrington said.

It has yet to be deter-
mined which conference 
will keep the Big East name 
and the status of Madison 
Square Garden as the home 
of its men’s basketball con-
ference tournaments. Steve 
Lavin, Red Storm men’s 
basketball coach, believes 
the program will thrive in 
the new setting because of 

Continued on Page 53

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Archbishop Mol-

loy knows a thing or two 
about watching double-
digit leads evaporate in 
the fourth quarter. Unlike 
last year, the Briarwood 
school wasn’t the one hav-
ing to make the comeback 
and it was refreshing.

“It felt good having a 
team coming back from 
what you did, how hard 
you played,” senior guard 
Amani Tatum said.

The Stanners saw 
host Bishop Loughlin cut 
a 14-point fourth quarter 
lead cut to three in the 
closing minutes, but ulti-
mately held on. Molloy beat 
the Lions 72-64 in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I girls’ basketball Dec. 12. 
The team drew strength 
from senior guard Alexa 
“Weazel” Dietrich, whose 
father Phillip, 43, died of a 
heart attack Dec. 3.

He was cremated Dec. 
12, but Dietrich, who is 
headed to Pace next year, 
still wanted to play. She 
caused a key turnover on 
Loughlin point guard Jas-
mine Alston with 38.2 sec-
onds left that kept Molloy 
up 67-62.

“She’s an amazing 
person, and I can’t imagine 
what she’s going through,” 
classmate and close friend 
Caroyln Gallagher said 
of Dietrich. “We spent 
half the day with her 
[Wednesday]. What she’s 
gone through is horrible. 
No one should go through 
that. But we’re her family. 
We’ll do anything for her.”

The Stanners, who 
fell in the CHSAA Class 
AA state semifinals last 
year, saw their depth shine 

through. They played most 
of the first half without 
the Columbia-bound Gal-
lagher (17 points), who 
picked up two quick fouls 
and Patti Dorgler scored 
six straight points to put 
Molloy (3-1, 1-0) up 38-25 
at the half. Tatum, who is 
headed to James Madison, 
fouled out with 2:00 re-
maining in the game after 
scoring 14 points and Mol-
loy ahead just 62-58. Dan-
iela Arias would hit a huge 
three-pointer and Nysha 
Irrizary had a transition 
layup late in the fourth 
quarter.

“They wanted to close 
the gap between the star 
players and them and they 
have,” Molloy Coach Scott 
Lagas said of his role play-
ers. “We have no second 
thoughts about going to 
anyone on the best.”

It was Loughlin’s star 
that nearly did them in. Al-
bany-bound senior Imani 
Tate scored 24 points and 
Alston, who is headed to 
LaSalle, dropped in 22. 
They lead a 14-2 run that 
got the Lions (1-0, 1-0) with-
in 61-58 on a Kiana Clark 
three-pointer with 2:53 left 
in the game. Molloy shot 
poorly from the free throw 
line to open the door. Still 
there was no panic in this 
veteran Molloy club, which 
starts three players in at 
least their third varsity 
season. Gallagher calmly 
sunk two free throws with 
20 seconds remaining.

“You just need to 
block out the crowd,” Gal-
lagher said.

Molloy was able to 
hold off a valiant Lions 
comeback to put an emo-
tional week behind them 
and give Dietrich a lift.

St. John’s to leave Big East
The school will join six other Catholic colleges to form new league

Molloy victory caps 
end of tough week

D’Angelo Harrison (r.) and his St. John’s team will leave the Big East and compete in a league with six other Catholic institutions. 
AP Photo/Alice Keeney
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Much like his St. John’s 

team, D’Angelo Harrison has 
been a second-half performer 
the majority of the season. The 
sophomore bucked that trend at 
the Barclays Center Saturday.

Harrison scored 15 of his 
game-high 25 points in the first 
half to help pace the Red Storm to 
a comfortable 77-60 win over St. 
Francis College at the Brooklyn 
Hoops Winter Festival. He shot 
9-of-17 from the field, including 
4 for 8 from behind the arc. Har-
rison credited his teammates for 
his big night.

“It’s just good when you’re 
open (and) a guy hits you,” Har-
rison said. “That’s what we do. 
We knock down open shots. It 
was easy today.”

The ball movement was 
something St. John’s Coach 
Steve Lavin stressed as a key 
to the contest. The Terriers (2-
7), who play in the Northeast 
Conference, led 19-18 midway 
through the first half, but St. 
John’s (8-3) methodically built a 

45-35 halftime lead. St. Francis 
only got as close as 11 after the 
break. The Red Storm had 19 as-
sists and committed just eight 
turnovers.

“It was a strong indication 
to make that extra pass to find 
that open man,” Lavin said. “We 
were able to pull away because 
of our ball movement on offense 
and defensively our pressure.”

JaKarr Sampson scored 21 
points and grabbed 12 rebounds 
for St. John’s and Sir’Dominic 
Pointer had 12 points and seven 
boards. Forward Chris Obekpa 
chipped in seven points, five 
assists and nine blocks. Jalen 
Cannon paced St. Francis with 
14 points and 12 rebounds and 
Akeem Johnson had 13 points 
and 11 boards.

“He’s a difficult matchup 
because he’s not just a shooter,” 

St. Francis Coach Glenn Braica 
said of Harrison.

The game was the first start 
of the season for Obekpa, who 
has blocked 20 shots in his last 
two games. While Obekpa has 
said in the past he likes com-
ing off the bench, Lavin said he 
had earned the chance and it 
felt right after his strong perfor-
mance against Fordham Dec. 8.

“It felt like the right time,” 
Lavin said.

Braica, a former St. John’s 
assistant, said Obekpa had a 
hand in his team having to settle 
for outside shots against the St. 
John’s zone. The Terriers made 
seven of the 24 three-pointers 
they hoisted up.

“He’s takes a layup out of 
the inside,” Braica said. “Their 
athleticism kind of flustered us 
into taking shots from deep.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mercedes Dukes was 

uncertain about taking 
new Monsignor Scanlan 
girls’ basketball Coach 
Tom Catalanotto up on his 
offer to be his assistant at 
her alma mater.

She was honored to be 
asked to help turn around 
the struggling basketball 
program she had once 
played to prominence 
more than a decade ago, 
but the St. John’s alumna 
had never coached outside 
of summer ball, camps and 
clinics.

Catalanotto, the for-
mer Archbishop Molloy 
coach, was just as wary 
about Dukes’ ability to 
commit to the job. He pur-
posely didn’t give her any 
Scanlan gear that would 
serve as an incentive. It 
worked.

“Then all of a sudden I 
see her coming to practice 

like every day and I was 
like, ‘OK,’” said Catalan-
otto, who got her number 
from the alumni offer. “I 
broke out four shirts.”

They take over a 
Scanlan program that won 
just two games last season 
and has already surpassed 
that win total so far with a 
4-4 overall record. Dukes, 
who also helped St. John’s 
begin the rebuilding of 
its program, serves as a 
mentor and instructor to 
a young team learning a 
new system and learning 
to play together.

“It’s very inspiration-
al,” senior guard Kayla 
Patrick said. “She comes 
and she doesn’t let us get 
it easy .… She constantly 
tells us what she went 
through.”

Dukes is a link to 
Scanlan’s past. She helped 
lead the Crusaders to the 
State Federation Class 
C title and perfect 22-0 

record as a sophomore 
in 2000 and averaged 18 
points, five rebounds and 
four assists per game as a 
junior. Players like Rene 
Taylor and Stacy Claxton, 

who went on to play at Mi-
ami and Hofstra, joined 
her along with Monique 
Coker, who went to Old 
Dominion. Dukes wants to 
slowly bring things back 

to that level.
“Coming back, I want 

to change things,” Dukes 
said. “I want to bring it 
back to the original es-
sence of the school where 

people know this school as 
an elite program.”

Catalanotto is work-
ing toward that also. The 
last time he was a head 
coach he was celebrating 
a state Federation Class A 
title at Molloy. He knows 
that talent level here right 
now is not what he had 
with the Stanners, but he’s 
embracing the challenge 
of teaching the game and 
skills from the ground up. 
Catalanotto even jumped 
in and had to play with the 
girls when they were short 
players.

“I’m having a good 
time,” he said. “I really am. 
I didn’t think I would.”

He’s tried to instill in 
the team that last year is 
in the past and the group 
can achieve whatever it 
puts its mind to. The early 
success has helped.

“Now they are start-
ing to buy into the whole 
thing,” Catalanotto said.

Scanlan Coaches Mercedes Dukes (l.) and Tom Catalanotto (r.) are trying to re-energize the school’s 
girls’ basketball program. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Red Storm breezes past St. Francis at Barclays

Scanlan basketball gets leadership from St. John’s alum

JaKarr Sampson, of St. John’s, 
dunks against St. Francis during the 
Brooklyn Hoops Winter Festival at 
the Barclays Center in Brooklyn. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Kelly Robinson be-
lieves she has a place she 
can settle down at in Long 
Island University after at-
tending four schools in the 
last seven years dating back 
to her high school days at 
Archbishop Molloy.

“This is my home 
now,” the sophomore guard 
said. “I’m not planning on 
going anywhere. I’m happy. 
My team and my coach are 
like my family.”

Robinson transferred 
to the Brooklyn school after 
her freshman season at the 
University of Massachu-
setts because women’s bas-
ketball head Coach Marnie 
Dacko, who recruited her, 
had been fired. The Queens 
Village native played one 
year under new Coach Sha-
ron Dawley and sat out last 
season because of NCAA 
transfer rules.

She went through 
something similar in high 

school. She helped lead 
Archbishop Molloy to the 
2008 CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division I title, end-
ing Christ the King’s 23-
year reign only to transfer 
to Francis Lewis the next 
season after interim Coach 
Don Cecala was not brought 
back. Robinson is back in 
New York City, choosing 
LIU to be closer to home.

“At my games at UM-
ass I was used to my father 
and my little brother com-
ing,” Robinson said. “Now 
my mom gets to come to my 
games. An extended family 
is there.”

It may be her first sea-
son on the court with the 
Blackbirds, but she has al-
ready become a quiet lead 
to a young team. Robinson, 
a 5-foot-6 point guard, has 
started every game this 
season and is the epitome 
of a true floor general. 
She is averaging 5.6 points 
and 5.0 assists per game as 
the Blackbirds are off to a 

2-3 start. Her intangibles 
aren’t lost on LIU Coach 
Gail Striegler.

“She’s been a good 
leader in the beginning of 
the year,” the coach said. 
“I think she was a little 
unsure about stuff because 
I was our system …. She’s 
done a great job getting the 
team into different defense 
and different offense.”

Robinson has already 
provided a big moment for 
her new club, one that made 
her feel even more at home. 
She scored the winning 
layup with 29 seconds left 
in overtime to lead the LIU 
to a 65-63 win over Towson 
Dec. 1. Robinson scored 10 
of her 12 points in the sec-
ond half and also had seven 
assists. It broke her out of a 
mini funk.

“It felt like I finally 
had a good game,” Robinson 
said. “I was disappointed in 
the way I had been playing. 
I was like, ‘OK, this is my 
game.”

BY ROB ABRUZZESE
 

One of biggest ques-
tions facing Christ the 
King heading into the 
season was who was going 
to be their point guard. It 
may not be a question any 
longer.

The Royals might 
have found their point 
guard in Deja Johnson 
after a 53-48 victory over 
rival visiting Nazareth in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
Saturday afternoon.

She only tallied seven 
points in this game, but 
scored five of those in the 
final minute, including 
a momentum-changing 
layup with 48 seconds to 
go with CK (2-2) up a point. 
Johnson, a junior playing 
in her first varsity league 
game, missed the Royals’ 
last two games with con-
cussion symptoms.

“We were point guard 
by committee and it’s hard 
when you do that,” Christ 
the King Coach Bob Mack-
ey said. “Deja stepped up 
real nicely tonight though. 
I think she’s kind of com-
ing into her own. She’s 
growing up, too.”

The points were im-
portant, but perhaps the 
most impressive thing she 
did was defending Naza-
reth star Bianca Cuevas. 
Cuevas scored 12 points 
of her 16 points in the first 
half and carried Nazareth 
(1-1), which ended the Roy-
als’ season in the CHSAA 
Class AA state semifinals, 

to a 31-30 lead at halftime.
It was at the start of 

the second half, though, 
when Mackey made the 
switch to have Johnson 
guard Cuevas. The move 
left her frustrated, got her 
into foul trouble and ulti-
mately kept her to just one 
field goal after the break.

“She’s a good offen-
sive player and she’s re-
ally quick, so it is hard to 
guard her,” Johnson said. 
“I just tried to keep up and 
I tried to do my best.”

Mackey said that he’s 
not ready to give Johnson 
the starting job just yet, 
but admitted that she is 
the frontrunner for the 
position right now. Fresh-
man Dominique Toussaint 
could also challenge for 
playing time after an im-
pressive four points in the 
second quarter. Johnson 
did get a strong endorse-
ment from teammate and 
team captain Sierra Cal-
houn.

“Yeah,” Calhoun said 
emphatically when asked 
if she thought Johnson 

should start. “I mean, I’m 
not the coach, she started 
this game and she did 
great for us. She brings a 
lot of energy on and off the 
court.”

She is the unques-
tioned team leader and it 
showed. Calhoun scored 
a game-high 26 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds 
in front of UConn Coach 
Geno Auriema and a host 
of other college coaches. 
By the end of the game 
she was clearly gassed and 
missed four consecutive 
free throws.

That opened the door 
for a late comeback at-
tempt by Nazareth, which 
got as close as 48-47 with 
just under two minutes to 
play before Johnson put 
the game away. It’s CK’s 
first regular season win 
over Nazareth in the reg-
ular season since Feb. 5, 
2011.

“It’s going to be a long 
season,” Mackey said. 
“One game doesn’t make 
it.”

Christ the King Coach Bob Mackey gives instructions to his team. 
Photo by William Thomas

Deja Johnson rises above fray 
to get Christ the King point role

Boro native, UMass frosh 
transfers to LIU program

what St. John’s has to offer 
in terms of its tradition, its 
New York City location and 
its brand of basketball.

“We are confident it’s 
going to work out well for 
St. John’s,” he said.

Harrington and St. 
John’s Athletic Director 

Chris Monasch both said 
the university is prepared 
to make the financial com-
mitment if necessary to 
keep the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball programs 
at an elite level. Monasch 
is confident the new league 
can win a substantial tele-
vision rights package. He 
said while the focus is bas-
ketball, St. John’s has not 
changed it commitment to 

be leaders in other sports 
such as men’s soccer and 
baseball.

“That’s always been 
an emphasis at St. John’s 
to compete at the highest 
level we can in the sports 
that we sponsor,” Monasch 
said. “That will continue to 
be the goal.”

Continued from Page 51

St. John’s
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Samsung Galaxy smartphone. Eligible Samsung tablets are the Galaxy Tab 2 (10.1) and ATIV smart PC. Tablet requires new 2-yr agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed 
price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other 
terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. 
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 on smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablet. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal 
svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S® III
One-touch Wi-Fi sharing

Buy any Samsung 
Galaxy smartphone 

and save up 
to $200 on any 

Samsung tablet.
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required on each.

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB™ 2  10.1
HD tablet with 10.1” widescreen display
Android™ OS

$49999 

$29999
After $200 off with purchase of 

Samsung Galaxy smartphone with 
new 2-year agreement and qualifying 

voice and data plans on each.
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