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Gretchen Schmelz, (l.) a member of community group Sunnyside Moms, reads a letter from Francine Wheeler, mother of 
Newtown Conn. shooting victim Benjamin Wheeler, during the candlelight vigil in Sunnyside. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Sunnyside weeps for Sandy Hook
Van Bramer holds vigil for boy who lived in community before moving to Newtown

BY REBECCA HENELY

More than 200 residents, 
many of them young children, 
gathered in Sunnyside Gardens 
Park Tuesday evening, holding 
candles and singing songs for 
two victims of the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School massacre 

“We’re shocked, we’re sad-
dened, we’re devastated and we’re 
deeply, deeply angry,” Sunnyside 
resident Roger Hitts said.

The march was held for 
friends and family members of 
6-year-old Benjamin Wheeler and 
Principal Dawn Hochsprung, two 
of the 26 killed in the massacre 
Friday in Newtown, Conn.

 City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
that before the Wheelers moved 
to Connecticut a few years ago, 
Francine Wheeler was an active 
member of Sunnyside Gardens 
Park. One of her friends who re-
quested the vigil visited her after 
the massacre.

“When they left, they left a lot 
of good friends and those friends 
remain very close to the family,” 
Van Bramer said.

Continued on Page 13

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Less than two years after 
it opened in South Jamaica, the 
Sean Bell community center is 
planning on closing its doors at 
the end of the month as adminis-
trators try to figure out a way to 
raise funds for the cash-strapped 
nonprofit.

Friends and family gathered 
last month to remember Bell, who 
was killed in a hail of police gun-
fire on the eve of his wedding in 
November 2006. As investigations 
into the officers’ actions and a 
civil lawsuit with the city played 
out in court, William and Valerie 
Bell worked behind the scenes to 
set up a community center that 
would bear their son’s name.

The Sean Elijah Bell Com-
munity Center opened in a small 
storefront on Sutphin Boulevard 
May 18, 2011 — what would have 
been Bell’s 28th birthday — with 
a $196,000 federal special-projects 
grant that had been awarded two 
years earlier.

“We did well with it,” Wil-
liam Bell said last week as chil-

Continued on Page 13

Business leaders and lawmakers from 
Flushing are set to meet with the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority over 
No. 7 train service disruptions during Lunar 
New Year festivities.

BY JOE ANUTA

In response to a public 
outcry, the MTA has sched-
uled a January meeting 
with Flushing leaders over 
planned service cuts to the 
No. 7 train during the Lu-
nar New Year holiday.

Leaders from the pre-

dominantly Chinese and 
Korean downtown area 
will head to the authority 
to ask that No. 7 train ser-
vice between Manhattan 
and Queens not be stopped 
during two weekends of 
Lunar New Year festivities 
in February. The meeting 
was scheduled days after a 

press conference in Flush-
ing, where business lead-
ers and lawmakers blasted 
the MTA stance, according 
to state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone).

“We want a resolution 
that they will respect the 
people who participate in 

Continued on Page 13

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s plan to build a con-
vention center at Aqueduct Racetrack may 
have fallen apart, but a southeast Queens en-
trepreneur has a money-making plan to build a 
stadium in its place.

He may just have to wait until he gradu-

Continued on Page 13

MTA to meet on No. 7 workEagle Academy teen designs  

plan for Aqueduct stadium

Bell Center set
to close amid 
funding crisis
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RegoCenter.com

WE GO TO REGO!

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

FREE 
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A day after a five-
alarm blaze burned for 
hours at a South Jamaica 
scrap yard owned by Victo-
ria Gotti’s Three Sons Real 
Estate Group, the shop was 
back in business.

On Tuesday, workers 
used a forklift to haul some 
of the torched vehicles, 
which had been damaged in 
the massive fire at Liberty 
Scrap Metal, at 95-49 Tuck-
erton St., the day before.

Vaughn Ramkissoon, 
who has owned Tri-state 
New and Used Auto Glass 
on the same property as 
Liberty for the past eight 
years, said employees 
stayed late until 11 p.m. to 
stack between 150 and 200 
torched cars in the corner 
of the lot so the business 
could reopen.

Ramkissoon believes a 
car battery was the source 
of the fire Monday morn-
ing.

Records with the City 
Register show the property 
is owned by the Three Sons 
Real Estate Group. The com-
pany shares an address that 
several websites identify as 
the Westbury, L.I.,, home 
of Victoria Gotti, daughter 
of the late Gambino family 
mob boss John Gotti.

But workers at sev-

eral other auto shops say 
it is Victoria Gotti’s son, 
Frank Agnello, who is the 
most visible face in the 
neighborhood and runs the 
South Jamaica scrap yard. 
The business was formerly 
called A&J Scrap Metal but 
changed its name about two 
months ago, Ramkissoon 
said.

Gotti and her three 
sons — Carmine Jr., Frank 
and John — starred in the 
reality show “Growing Up 
Gotti” from 2004-05. The 
Dapper Don’s daughter was 
rumored to have visited the 
area Monday, but workers 
varied in their accounts of 
the sightings.

A spokesman for the 

city Fire Department said 
a call reporting the blaze 
came in at about 9 a.m., but 
it took until about 1:15 p.m. 
before the fire was consid-
ered under control.

Thick white smoke 
could be seen as far away 
as 150th Street and Liberty 
Avenue at about 10:30 a.m.

One worker described 
the flames as between two 
and three stories high, 
reaching to almost the 
height of the storage facil-
ity next door.

“It was just horrific. 
The flames were out of con-
trol,” said Liberty employee 
James Gray, who said he ar-
rived at the scene after the 
fire had already started. “It 
was a lot of flames, a lot of 
black smoke.”

Workers from Liberty 
Scrap Metal and other sur-
rounding businesses said 
they heard several explo-
sions.

“It was a huge fire 
and cars were going boom, 

boom, boom, popping,” 
said Victor Rivera, who 
does auto work at Guard-
ian Gates, across the street 
from Liberty.

In total, 44 units with 
about 200 firefighters were 
brought in to battle the 
blaze, fire officials said. 
The spokesman for the 
FDNY said three people had 
sustained minor injuries — 
two police officers and one 
firefighter — and the cause 
of the fire was under inves-
tigation as of Monday.

Kirk Young, the owner 
of K&W Auto Radiator sev-
eral blocks away, said Lib-
erty Avenue was closed to 
cars and trucks until about 
5 p.m.

“Traffic was rerouted 
all around,” he said.

On Tuesday, a strong 
smell of smoke remained.

“We don’t get much ac-
tion around here,” Young 
added.

Rich Bockmann con-
tributed to this story.

Firefighters check for remaining pockets of fire at Liberty Scrap Metal in South Jamaica as they 
worked to put out a five-alarm blaze in a scrapyard, which city records say is owned by Victoria 
Gotti’s family.  Photo by Christina Santucci

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
When Peninsula Hos-

pital closed last year, many 
feared the Rockaways 
would plunge into a health 
crisis, and now in a post-
Sandy world those fears are 
being put to the test.

“Anybody who doesn’t 
recognize that there is a 
significant health risk 
looming in the Rockaways 
has blinders on,” said state 
Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone 
Park). “The lack 
of health care 
on the penin-
sula is something I’ve been 
dealing with for a long time 
now. And the likelihood of 
a real need for increased 
health care over the imme-
diate future is definitely go-
ing to grow.”

Peninsula Hospital in 
Far Rockaway closed its 
doors in April, nearly 104 
years after it first opened in 
the beach community. The 
shuttering of the 173-bed 

facility, which employed 
about 1,000 people, leaves 
one hospital on the penin-
sula: St. John’s Episcopal 
in Far Rockaway, a 257-bed 
facility with 29 full-time 
physicians on staff.

St. John’s remained 
operational through Hur-
ricane Sandy and its after-
math with officials saying 
the staff worked two to 
three shifts at a time dur-
ing the most critical hours 
to serve patients requiring 

critical care. 
According to a 
hospital spokes-
woman, St. 

John’s has experienced a 
40 percent increase in in-
patient volume and emer-
gency patient visits.

The spokeswoman also 
said the hospital continues 
to be full, with medical sur-
gical units operating at 100 
percent capacity, often be-
cause there are few places 
where discharged patients 
can be transferred.

As Rockaway’s only 

hospital remains at capac-
ity, the city Department of 
Health released a report 
last month warning New 
Yorkers that prolonged 
time in apartments or 
homes without heat can 
cause hypothermia and ex-
acerbate heart disease and 
other medical problems.

“The weather is get-
ting colder and winter is 

not far off,” Health Com-
missioner Dr. Thomas Far-
ley said. “Living in cold 
buildings is not good for 
your health. If your build-
ing heat is not going to be 
restored very soon, look 
for another warm place to 
live until it is. And check 
on your family, friends and 
neighbors, especially those 
who are vulnerable, to see 

if they need help getting 
into a warm place.”

Farley said the people 
at greatest health risk from 
prolonged exposure to the 
cold are the elderly, infants 
and those with chronic 
health problems — precise-
ly the people that Goldfeder 
believes need an urgent 
care facility with beds to 
spare.

“A lot of people are out 
here working and breathing 
clean construction dust can 
cause a health risk,” said 
Goldfeder, busy rebuilding 
his own Rockaway home. 
“Now imagine mold, rot-
ting wood and other debris 
in the air. Rockaway and 
South Queens are breath-
ing this stuff and it’s trou-
bling to me to even think 
about what people are go-
ing to be going through as 
we progress.”

The New York Nurses 
Association, a unionized 
association for registered 
nurses, rallied in front of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 

Manhattan home Saturday 
calling on him and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to set up 
mobile care units in the 
hardest-hit areas.

A spokesman said a 
mobile unit would ease 
overcrowding in places like 
the Rockaways with mini-
mal health care facilities. 
And while volunteer groups 
went door-to-door checking 
on the medical needs of in-
dividual residents immedi-
ately following the storm, 
the union is also urging 
the mayor to have health 
officials carry out a broad 
scope assessment on the 
peninsula. 

Meanwhile, the Joseph 
P. Addabbo Family Center, 
a community health center 
with two badly storm-dam-
aged locations in the Rock-
aways, received a $250,000 
grant from Direct Relief 
USA and the National As-
sociation of Community 
Health Centers last month 
to help rebuild after Sandy.

Rockaway residents rallied when Peninsula Hospital closed in May 
and officials say the closure has hurt the area after Hurricane 
Sandy.

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Fire hits Victoria Gotti’s scrap yard in Jamaica

Rockaway residents face health crisis after superstorm
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The Belle Harbor Yacht Club played host Sunday to hundreds dur-
ing the Jingle Bell Rockaway Festival, which was organized by 
the FriendsofRockaway.org, Funbars.com and iAdventure.com. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Susan Setttani moved from Belle Harbor 
to Brooklyn after her basement apartment was wrecked by flood-
ing; Santa, portrayed by Andrew Wainright, does his best air gui-
tar impression as he heads for his sled with elf Alice Kaasik; (l.-r.) 
Adrienne Armstrong, Thai Williamson, Ray Luden and Adam Kuhn 
dish up hot food for festivalgoers; Mike Sinensky, (l.) co-founder 
of FriendsofRockaway.org, is joined by Ray Luden and his 13-year-
old daughter Kendra. The Ludens brought five types of chili from 
Connecticut; a man points to a sign in the window of the Belle 
Harbor Yacht Club, showing that the building was inspected after 
Hurricane Sandy and deemed safe; Evan Wade, 4, sits with Santa; 
and Geoff Rawling uses the front porch to paint during the event. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Cuomo, Silver promise halt to co-op tax hikes
BY PHIL CORSO

Co-op and condo own-
ers need not worry about 
any drastic tax increases 
because Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo has committed to their 
cause, lawmakers said 
Monday.

In a statement, state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) and state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said Cuomo and 
Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver (D-Manhattan) 
would pass a measure au-
thorizing retroactive tax 
relief.

“It is reassuring to re-
ceive a commitment from 
the governor and the speak-
er to pass an extension 
retroactively,” Braunstein 
said. “I want to thank Gov. 
Cuomo and Speaker Silver 
for their leadership on this 
issue.”

Earlier this year, the 
state Legislature failed to 
extend the J-51 program, 
which provided co-op and 

condo owners with mil-
lions of dollars in tax abate-
ments to help maintain and 
upgrade properties. The 
program officially ended 
June 30, but lawmakers 
said agreements were in 
place to pass a new plan.

In response to the con-
cern, lawmakers through-
out northeast Queens spoke 
out against any sudden tax 
increases for co-op and con-
do owners, including state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens). Ultimately, the 
governor’s acknowledge-
ment of their concerns 
brought relief to elected of-
ficials in the borough.

“I appreciate the gover-
nor and speaker’s support 
for the co-op shareholders 
and condo unit owners,” 
Stavisky said. “People are 
terrified that their main-
tenance fees will increase 
and their strong statement 
should allay these fears. 
While nothing is ever ab-

solute in Albany, the gov-
ernor and speaker have 
given their commitment to 
resolving this problem and 
I thank them.”

The Senate and As-
sembly ended their respec-
tive legislative sessions in 
June without extending 
co-op tax abatement for an-
other four years, Stavisky 
said, but expressed inten-
tions to return for a special 

session after the November 
elections.

Due to the effects of 
Hurricane Sandy, however, 
Cuomo decided against any 
special session, sending co-
op and condo owners into a 
frenzy.

But after a public 
outcry, both the governor 
and Assembly speaker an-
nounced their commitment 
to the retroactive tax abate-

ment. According to Cuomo, 
the tax abatement will be 
retroactive when the leg-
islation is signed into law, 
and co-op owners will not 
see any changes to their 
payments.

“At the end of session 
we reached an agreement 
on a comprehensive bill 
that will cut taxes for the 
vast majority of condo and 
co-op owners who pay a dis-

proportionate share of the 
city’s property tax burden,” 
Silver said. “The city has 
indicated that it will issue 
tax bills based on these new 
tax rates, and we will pass 
the bill when we return to 
Albany.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Sen. Tony Avella (second from r.) joins with heads of the Presidents Co-Op/Condo Council Warren Schreiber (l.) and Bob Friedrich 
(second from l.) to protest any drastic tax hikes. Photo courtesy Tony Avella
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BY REBECCA HENELY

For three years now, 
Sunnyside and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
have benefited from an 
anti-graffiti removal pro-
gram, and City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced last 
Thursday he is bringing 
the same one to Jackson 
Heights.

“Graffiti is a real scar 
on this district,” Dromm 
said.

Together with the 
owner and employees 
of CitySolve, a business 
that has been cleaning up 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer’s (D-Sunnyside) 
district for the last three 
years, Dromm unveiled his 
office’s new anti-graffiti 
hotline at a news confer-
ence at 78th Street and 32nd 
Avenue in Jackson Heights, 
where employees removed 
old graffiti from two brick 
columns.

Dromm said if you call 
718-803-6373 and dial Exten-
sion 6, CitySolve will come 
out and clean the location 
reported about two weeks 
later.

“That, I think, is going 
to have a tremendous im-
pact,” Dromm said.

The councilman said 
he is paying for the anti-
graffiti hotline through 
$23,000 of his discretionary 
funding, and the contract 
will last through January 

2014. The hotline will serve 
any resident within the bor-
ders of Dromm’s district.

Bruce Pienkny, owner 
of CitySolve, said his com-
pany has been ridding city 
neighborhoods of graffiti 
for 16 years. He said graf-
fiti vandals want others 
to see their work, and if it 
is cleaned up quickly, they 
will not come back to the 
same spot to spray paint 
again.

“They get dissuaded, 
they get discouraged,” Pien-
kny said. “They give up.”

Jackson Heights Beau-
tification Group President 

Ed Westley and North 
Queens Homeowners Civ-
ic Association President 
Donna Raymond were also 
present at the announce-
ment. Raymond said she 
makes an effort to repaint 
a light post near her house 
that is a magnet for graf-
fiti, while Westley said his 
group cleans up graffiti in 
Jackson Heights, but the 
volunteers are unable to 
do so in the winter and this 
will be a big help.

Community Board 3 
Chairwoman Marta Leb-
reton and District Manager 
Giovanna Reid also said 

the program would be help-
ful and thanked Dromm for 
bringing it to the neighbor-
hood.

“Graffiti mars what 
is a beautiful community,” 
Reid said.

Dromm said graffiti 
is a commonly heard com-
plaint within his district.

“I expect to be a little 
bit swamped with phone 
calls,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Court proceedings 
have begun for the first 
driver in a series of eerily 
similar accidents that took 
place off the southbound 
exit ramp of the Edward 
I. Koch-Queensborough 
Bridge in 2011.

Grant Riddell, a 
37-year-old Brooklynite 
who hails from New Zea-
land, was arraigned last 
week on an indictment 
charging him with vehicu-
lar assault, vehicular man-
slaughter, criminally negli-
gent homicide and driving 
under the influence, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said. If convicted of 
all charges, Riddell could 
be in prison for up to seven 
years, the DA said.

The New York Post re-
ported he and his lawyer 
had turned down a plea 
deal.

Riddell had been driv-
ing southbound on the 
bridge’s off-ramp around 4 
a.m. March 28, 2011, when 
he lost control of his red 
2007 Volkswagen Rabbit 
while entering Queens 
Plaza South, police said. 
His car hit the guard rail, 
flipped over and moved onto 
the sidewalk near Crescent 
Street, where it struck a pe-
destrian, 68-year-old Man-
hattan resident Anthony 
Buscemi, and destroyed 
two stores: Villa de Beaute 
Salon and Espinal’s Carib-
bean Restaurant.

Buscemi died in the 

crash while Riddell lost 
his left arm. Riddell’s pas-
senger, Melissa Cohen, was 
hurt but did not suffer ma-
jor injuries.

Riddell’s crash drew 
the attention of Long Island 
City’s elected officials af-
ter Alexander Palacio, 36, 
was involved in an almost 
identical accident a little 
over a week later. Palacio 
had been driving a 2006 
Volkswagen Jetta around 
4 a.m. April 6 with Beatriz 
“Betty” Rodriguez, 40, in 
the passenger seat. Palacio 
also lost control of his car 
and crashed into the same 
storefronts.

Like Riddell, Palacio 
lost his arm. Rodriguez end-
ed up dying at Weill Cornell 
Hospital in Manhattan as a 
result of injuries sustained 
in the crash.

Palacio was arraigned 
last year on charges of driv-
ing without a valid license. 
He later filed a lawsuit 
against the city, the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion and the city Economic 
Development Corp., alleg-
ing negligence in how they 
altered the exit ramp before 
the crashes occurred. 

Two additional crash-
es occurred at the same 
intersection, although 
there were no fatalities. In 
May 2011, a Volkswagen 
driver hit a livery cab and 
concrete barriers that had 
been erected after the first 
two crashes as he came off 
the off-ramp. 

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (r.) announces a new anti-graffiti hotline with CB 3 Chairwoman 
Marta Lebreton (l.-r.), CB 3 District Manager Giovanna Reid and Donna Raymond, of the North Queens 
Homeowners Civic Association. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Jax Heights gets graffi ti fi x
Dromm secures $23K for hotline to clean up tags in his district 

Koch Bridge driver 
faces homicide trial
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY JOE ANUTA

Two Flushing proper-
ty owners have built multi-
story buildings on a block 
in hopes the area will be 
rezoned — a multimillion-
dollar gamble that received 
support from a neighbor-
hood lawmaker last Thurs-
day. 

That support, in the 
form of a letter from City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), in turn created 
friction between the law-
maker and the community 
board.

A group of five prop-
erty owners is seeking to 
rezone the block between 
Fowler and Avery avenues 
and College Point Boule-
vard and the Van Wyck 
Expressway. Regulations 
currently allow a variety 
of uses under the category 
of manufacturing. But 
the group, which collec-
tively owns 85 percent of 
the block, wants the City 

Planning Commission to 
change the zoning to allow 
residential, commercial or 
a combination of both.

And even though the 
zoning change is still being 
reviewed, some of the prop-
erty owners have already 
spent millions erecting 
structures that would com-
ply with new regulations.

“Our building was 
built so it could be convert-
ed to residential,” said Fang 
Xu, speaking on behalf of 
Jin Ming Real Estate. The 
company owns a parcel at 
the intersection of 131st 
Street and Fowler Avenue, 
and in 2009 built a struc-
ture that is currently being 
used for industrial purpos-
es. But the real estate firm 
said it could be converted 
to a six-story, partial resi-
dential building should the 
zoning pass. The architect 
working on the rezoning 
also designed that building, 
which won a 2011 Design 
Award from the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Another property owner, 
represented by Angela Hai, 
built a similar building for 
the same reason, she said at 
the hearing.

The plan was skewered 
by Community Board 7 last 
month over uncertainty 
of what the final product 
would look like and what 

leaders said is a lack of de-
velopment experience on 
the part of the owners.

Lawyer Patrick Jones, 
who is representing the 
group, contends that four 
of the five owners filing for 
the rezoning have plenty 
of experience, with one 
having built more than 30 

supermarkets and another 
responsible for numerous 
commercial and residen-
tial buildings throughout 
the city and in Colorado. 
The Xu family built a 132-
unit residential building 
in Flushing aside from the 
building they have already 
constructed on the block 

in question, according to 
Jones.

The team received a 
letter of support from Koo, 
who hoped the rezoning 
would revitalize the area, 
near Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

“The councilman has 
great respect for the com-
munity board and what 
they do,” said Koo’s chief 
of staff, James McClelland. 
“However, in this instance 
he disagrees with their op-
position.”

That did not sit well 
with the board. Vice Chair-
man Charles Apelian said 
Koo’s letter voids the re-
view process, since the 
Council has the final vote 
on the matter and members 
typically vote along the 
lines of the local lawmak-
ers’ wishes, though Koo’s 
office contends that giving 
input after the board makes 
up its mind is standard pro-
cedure.

124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Lawyer Patrick Jones holds up two photos, one (r.) that shows a current Flushing building, and anoth-
er that shows what it would look like converted to a mixed-use structure. Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing rezoning push pits CB 7 against Koo
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

*Other Sizes Available from 1 1/2 to 4 lbs ea. @ 8.99 lb.

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
1/2/13

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
1/2/13

SPECIAL THANKS TO JOHN MANZOLA FOR
HELPING US RE-OPEN AFTER THE STORM

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale, New York 11385 * 718.821.8401 * www.edisonplaceny.com

DECEMBER HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 
AT EDISON PLACE

Open for business Christmas Eve, New Years Eve and New Years Day.
Now Booking Holiday Parties for every size and occasion!

Bar and Restaurant packages available.

Reserve Your Table starting at 10pm

$49.95 pp
RING IN THE NEW YEAR 

AT EDISON PLACE!

Purchase $100 worth of gift cards and 
receive a  $25 gift card

Offer Expires 12/24/12

BY PHIL CORSO

Lawyers caught prac-
ticing without a license 
will now be charged with 
a felony, according to the 
northeast Queens official 
who originally introduced 
the bill.

Legislation introduced 
by state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
designed to crack down on 
fake lawyers victimizing 
New Yorkers was signed 
into law last week, upping 
the penalty from a misde-
meanor to a Class E felony. 
The assemblyman said the 
tougher penalty should go 
on to protect the most vul-
nerable New Yorkers.

“Over the past several 
years, there have been hun-
dreds of complaints by im-
migrants who have been 
victimized by fraudulent 
attorneys,” Braunstein 
said. “No one should ever 
be forced to leave the coun-

try because of the practices 
of dishonest con artists 
claiming to be lawyers. 
By having this law signed, 
we are standing up for the 
rights of all New Yorkers 
to ensure that individuals 
receive proper legal assis-
tance.”

For most state-licensed 
professions in New York, 
unlicensed practice con-
stitutes a class E felony, 
Braunstein said. But under 
current law, unlicensed 
lawyers caught in the act 
would only receive a misde-
meanor.

“When New Yorkers 
have legal problems, they 
deserve a real attorney. Un-
scrupulous individuals pre-
tending to be lawyers often 
prey on immigrants and the 
poor,” said New York State 
Bar Association President 
Seymour W. James Jr. “The 
consequences of their bad 
advice can be life-altering 
for their victims, resulting 

in jail time, loss of child 
custody, deportation and 
financial hardship.”

Now after Cuomo’s 
approval, Braunstein’s 
new law will increase the 
penalty of the unlicensed 
practice of law a felony as 
of Nov. 1, 2013.

“We have no tolerance 
for scam artists who pose 
as lawyers and deceive New 
Yorkers in need of legal 
help,” Cuomo said. “This 
new law will help hold ac-
countable individuals who 
defraud New Yorkers by of-
fering services they are not 
licensed to provide. I thank 
the bill sponsors for their 
efforts on this important 
legislation.”

State Sen. Charles J. 
Fuschillo Jr. (R-Merrick), 
who also sponsored the leg-
islation, said phony lawyers 
deserved more severe pun-
ishment for victimizing the 
most vulnerable New York-
ers, such as immigrants.

Cuomo signs Braunstein bill 
to crack down on fake lawyers
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BY PHIL CORSO

Inside a packed pub 
in Kew Gardens Hills, a 
rowdy crowd was gripped 
with excitement as some of 
the strongest arms in the 
region locked up for compe-
tition.

Sunday’s 35th an-
nual Empire State Arm 
Wrestling Championships 
brought more than 100 men 
and women to the Cheap 

Shots Sports Bar on Union 
Turnpike, but only a hand-
ful made it out with the 
strongest titles.

“The Empire State 
Golden Arm Tournament 
of Champions is New York 
City’s oldest and most pres-
tigious sought-after title,” 
said Gene Camp, founder 
and president of the New 
York Arm Wrestling As-
sociation. “This event is a 
culmination of the NYAWA 
season and it’s very exciting 
to watch because it’s loaded 
with top talent locally, from 
all over the tri-state area 
and far beyond.”

The competition’s 
strongest arms overall 
hailed from as close as 
Queens Village and as far 
away as Puerto Rico. The 
event also served as a fund-
raiser for the American Red 
Cross Hurricane Sandy Re-
lief effort, Camp said, with 
competitors contributing a 
$25 entry fee and spectators 
also donating to the cause.

Jason Vale, who was 
named the men’s strongest 
right arm, kept his cool and 

stayed focused on the task 
at hand as he dominated op-
ponents one after another 
Sunday. The Queens Vil-
lage native said he has been 
training once a week for 
more than 15 years and has 
already wrestled his way to 
championship titles in the 
past.

On the lefthand side, 
Richard Calero, of Puerto 
Rico, shook his opponents’ 
hands with an ear-to-ear 
smile after muscling their 
arms to the table.

“It takes consistent 
practice, strategy and 
strength in the hands and 
wrists,” Calero said of his 
training and preparation 
for the tournament. “I have 
spent years competing with 
these guys. I’m just happy 
to be here and continue to 
share this with them.”

Throughout the day, 
the tournament celebrated 
the top-three wrestlers of 
17 pro and amateur catego-
ries for both men and wom-
en. Brooklyn native Oleh 
Frankivskyy also pounded 
his way to the title of 2012 

New York State Arm Wres-
tler of the Year.

Jersey City’s Ana Ke-
nah was named the women’s 
strongest left arm overall 
and said it was Brooklyn’s 
Joyce Boone, the strongest 
arm on the righthand side, 
who compelled her to com-
pete.

“It really is an inter-
esting subculture for sure,” 
Kenah said of the arm 
wrestling community who 
flooded into Cheap Shots 
for the tournament. “We do 
this all over the state.”

Boone was named the 
New York State MVP over-
all in last year’s competition 
and has become a known 
name ranked among the 
best arm wrestlers in the 
world, Camp said. Boone 
said she first started arm 
wrestling on a whim before 
letting the thrill of the fight 
capture her.

“I just bring my best to 
every match,” Boone said. 
“It is a lot of fun because 
you never know who you’ll 
come up against next.”

Strongest overall arm winners Ana Kenah (l.) and Joyce Boone take their places in the winners’ ceremony at the 35th annual Empire 
State Arm Wrestling Championships in Flushing. Photo by Phil Corso

Arms wrestle at Flushing bar
Kew Gdns. Hills hosts 35th state tournament and Sandy fund-raiser

BY PHIL CORSO

Whether the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
has finalized its changes in 
departure procedures out 
of LaGuardia Airport or 
not, elected officials from 
northeast Queens said they 
would not go down quietly.

Borough leaders, in-
cluding state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), U.S. 
Rep.-elect Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside), joined with more 
than 50 area residents Sat-
urday morning to protest 
FAA plans, which have led 
to complaints of air and 
noise pollution.

“The FAA is in for the 
fight of its life,” Avella said, 
calling on elected officials 
on the national level to add 
their voices to the battle. 
“This is a winnable fight, 
but it is going to take each 
and every one of us to get 
involved.”

The FAA did not re-
turn requests for comment.

Avella said he and 
Braunstein had initially 
met with the FAA Sept. 6 to 
discuss changes the agency 
was testing related to de-
parture and landing pat-
terns at LaGuardia. In that 
meeting, the senator said 
the FAA had just finished 
a six-month testing phase 
of the new procedures and 
indicated it would go on to 
examine the data before fol-
lowing up with area elected 

officials and northeast 
Queens communities.

But that follow-up 
meeting never came.

According to Avella, 
the FAA has already sub-
mitted an environmental 
review of its testing phase 
and issued a categorical 
exclusion, allowing the 
agency to make the new 
procedures permanent. But 
the FAA did not respond to 
requests for a copy of the 
report.

Since then the senator 
said he has called for action 
from U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Ray La Hood, de-
manding that the FAA con-
duct a full environmental 
review and engage in open 
dialogue with the affected 
communities.

In an attempt to exam-
ine the impact from airport 
noise, Avella also said he 
introduced legislation that 
would require the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey to routinely conduct 
noise and land use compat-
ibility surveys, as outlined 
under federal aviation 
regulations, and also host 
public hearings to oversee 
aircraft noise complaints.

Meng, who will assume 
her new role as congress-
woman in January, said 
she was anxious to take on 
the issue of flight noise and 
air pollution coming out of 
LaGuardia Airport as she 
cited those problems as the 
one of the most discussed 
in the region.

NE Queens protests
noisy LGA takeoffs

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A 16-year-old was sen-

tenced to 28 years in prison 
in Queens Criminal Court 
Friday in part for his in-
volvement with the gun-
point murder of teenager 
Darryl Adams, who was 
killed in front of a South 
Jamaica housing project in 
March.

In court, Alexander 
Burgess looked straight 
ahead as Adams’ mother 
read a statement to him 
and Justice Dorothy Chin 
Brandt.

“You took a very spe-
cial part of my life I can 
never get back,” Shanta 
Merritt, Adams’ mother, 
told Burgess in an emotion-
al speech before the sen-
tence was passed down.

Burgess’ fate came in 
two parts. He received 16 
years in prison after plead-
ing guilty to manslaughter 
in relation to Adams’ death, 
prosecutors said. He also 
received 12 years in prison 

for a separate robbery that 
occurred Feb. 25, accord-
ing to prosecutors, where 
he and another man shot 
someone. The sentences 
will be served consecutive-
ly, according to Brandt.

On March 2 at 12:30 
a.m., shots ran out in the 
South Jamaica houses, 
also known as 40 Projects, 
according to police. In re-
sponse to the shots, an offi-
cer operating a surveillance 
camera trained the lens on 
a running figure, who then 
collapsed on a sidewalk. 
The figure was Adams, 
and soon afterward Bur-
gess and 19-year-old Sean 
Barnhill appeared and one 
of them pumped another 
round in to Adams, accord-
ing to surveillance footage. 
When officers arrived they 
observed Barnhill standing 
over Adams, gun in hand, 
the NYPD said. Barnhill’s 
case is ongoing.

Both were immediate-
ly arrested.

After his sentencing 

Burgess, handcuffed and 
wearing an orange jump-
suit, was led out of the 
court by armed officers. He 
glanced at the room with 
a slight smirk on his face 
before the door closed after 
him.

Adams had another 

brush with gun violence 
just months prior to his 
murder. On an early June 
morning, he was shot in St. 
Albans along with Terrell 
Fountain, 18, who died.

At the time of Adams’ 
death months later, he 
was in the process of get-

ting his GED and hoped to 
win a sports scholarship 
at SUNY, according to his 
mother. The teenager was 
involved in several basket-
ball leagues, including the 
Police Athletic League. In 
the wake of the crime, sev-
eral games were held at 
South Jamaica courts in 
his honor.

More than 1,000 people 
attended Adams’ funeral in 
an outpouring of support 
for Merritt and her family, 
and the gathering also mor-
phed into a stand against 
gun violence that has long 
plagued the area.

Activist Erica Ford 
spoke at the funeral.

“This is not an accident 
that Darryl brought out all 
of southeast Queens,” she 
said at the March service. 
“This has to be the one.”

She has since held 
peace walks through the 
neighborhood, and Merritt 
has marched alongside oth-
er mothers who have lost 
children to gun violence , 

each of them bearing ban-
ners, signs or photographs 
of their late family mem-
bers.

In court Friday, Mer-
ritt had to stop several 
times to compose herself 
while reading from a hand-
written note, scrawled in 
blue pen on two torn-out 
sheets of notebook paper.

“I now write letters 
to my son Darryl and 
read them over and over,” 
she said, before reading 
one such letter before the 
court.

“Dear Darryl, how 
are you, my son?” she said. 
“I miss you so much. It’s 
not the same without you. 
Sometimes I don’t know 
what to do. One day I’m 
ready for the world, the 
next I can’t breathe.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

It’s about enjoying and
managing the money you have. 

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s not about how much money you make. 

Darryl Adams sits in a hospital chair after he was shot in June 
2011. Adams was then killed months later by two men, includ-
ing Alexander Burgess, who was sentenced to nearly 30 years in 
prison.

Darryl Adams’ killer draws 28 years in prison
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Gift Certificates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation 
on authentic, quality 
recipes, straight from 

Germany.

Over 1,000 German Imported 
Products & A Full Butcher 

Department with BBQ 
Specialties. Including German 

Chocolates, Santa’s Advent 
Calendars, Stollen, Marzipan 
Lebkuchen and much more...

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

stammtisch com

rs

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

We are proudly serving 
Christmas Goose w/ stuffing 
everyday thru the holidays.

We Have All the Ingredients to 

Make Your Family Gatherings 

A Culinary Success.

COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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 Adam Lanza, 20, shot 
his mother Nancy before 
driving to the school in her 
car while dressed in combat 
gear and armed with two 
semiautomatic pistols and 
a semiautomatic rifle. Lan-
za killed 20 children and 
six adults before shooting 
himself inside the school, 
authorities said.

The councilman said 
he organized the neighbor-
hood candlelight vigil after 
good friends of Benjamin’s 
mother, one of whom he 
met at a Girl Scouts event in 
Sunnyside, asked him to ar-
range a community memo-
rial. Hochsprung’s stepsis-
ter, a Sunnyside resident, 
also visited Van Bramer’s 
office Monday.

“I think everyone is 
just trying to find some 
comfort and some way to 
come together and process 
and understand and show 
love for the families who 
did lose a child,” Van Bram-
er said.

Mourners marched up 
48th Street and east on 39th 
Avenue to Sunnyside Gar-
dens Park, where Francine 
Wheeler spent time with 
Benjamin, her 9-year-old 
son Nate and residents of 
the neighborhood.

Many shared memo-
ries of Ben and Francine.

“He was a peaceful 
little boy,” said friend Jen-
nifer Busnel. “So sweet and 
kind — the kindest most 
beautiful eyes filled with so 
much love.”

Francine Wheeler did 
not attend the ceremony 
Tuesday, but approved it 
before it was held. 

Members of Sunnyside 
Moms Yahoo group, which 
she started, read a letter on 
her behalf.

“There are no words 
to express our gratitude for 
the honor you have given 
Ben this night,” the letter 
said.

Nicole Perkins, Hoch-
sprung’s stepsister, also 
thanked the community.

She said she was grati-

fied to know Hochsprung 
tried to save the students 
when Lanza attacked. 

“It really makes it 
easier to know that she was 
such a hero,” Perkins said.

Van Bramer said the 
vigil was important for 
members of the community 
shocked by the tragedy, but 
especially for the children 
of Sunnyside who may be 
hearing about the massa-
cre in the media and may 
need to feel safe.

“You didn’t have to 
know somebody who died 
in order to be terribly af-
fected by it,” he said. “It’s 
just unfathomable and un-
speakable what happened.”

The councilman said 
that in the wake of the trag-
edy it is time to “enact re-
ally tough, meaningful gun 
control legislation.”

“We can’t have this 
happen again,” Van Bram-
er said. “We can’t.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Sandy Hook

dren poured into the cen-
ter after school to do their 
homework.

The grant has kept the 
lights on and the rent paid 
since the center opened, but 
Washington has eliminated 
funding for the program 
and, come Dec. 31, there 
will be no money left to pay 
the bills — at least immedi-
ately.

“We’re working on a 
better feasibility plan,” Ex-
ecutive Director Anthony 
Anderson said. “We’ve got 
some creative fund-raising 
ideas, but they’re just little 
things we can’t count on 
right now.”

The city settled a $7.5 
million, wrongful death 
lawsuit in 2010, but that 
money went to a trust fund 
for Bell’s two young daugh-
ters and his two friends 
who were injured in the 
shooting.

Anderson said the 
center is working on ham-
mering out a contract with 

the city that would allow 
job seekers to use its com-
puters. The lucrative deal 
could cover about half of 
the monthly expenses, but 
it would not kick in for a 
few months.

In the meantime, com-
munity members are rally-
ing to try to keep the doors 
open until the center can 
find a steady stream of 
funding.

Earlier this year, sev-
eral community groups 
and leaders banded to-
gether to form the Unity in 
the Community Coalition 
aimed at matching needs 
and resources in southeast 
Queens. At the coalition’s 
inaugural town hall meet-
ing earlier this month, sav-
ing the Sean Bell center 
was identified as a priority.

“The one thing we’ve 
come to understand is that 
the Bell center needs to 
raise money and we need 
to raise money like yes-
terday,” said the Rev. Phil 
Craig, of the Springfield 
Community Church, one 

of the coalition’s members. 
“This is something in our 
community that’s needed ... 
and they’re up against the 
wall.”

Craig started solicit-
ing donations, and he said 
Carl Clay, executive pro-
duce of the Black Spectrum 
Theater Co., offered his 
facilities for a fund-raiser 
planned for Martin Luther 
King Jr. weekend.

The Springfield Com-
munity Church, at 177-06 
129th Ave., is also planning 
on taking up a special col-
lection during its Dec. 23 
service, where the Rev. Al 
Sharpton is scheduled to be 
a guest speaker.

The four officers in-
volved in the shooting were 
cleared of criminal charges 
but later forced out of the 
department following an 
NYPD internal trial.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Bell Center

the Lunar New Year cele-
brations by suspending the 
service interruptions,” she 
said. “We shouldn’t have to 
do this every year.”

The Flushing contin-
gent also hopes to inform 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Chairman 
Joseph Lhota why the holi-
day is so important, accord-
ing to Dian Yu, executive 
director of the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Busi-
ness Improvement District.

“We also want to edu-
cate Joe Lhota what this 
Lunar New Year is all 
about,” he said. 

The holiday is the larg-
est and most important in 
countries like Korea and 
China, where millions of 
people take a week off from 
work to travel home and 
spend time with friends 
and family. It is on par with 
Christmas and Thanksgiv-
ing in Western countries — 
holidays where the author-
ity rescinds similar service 
interruptions.

The Lunar New Year 
will be celebrated in Flush-
ing first on Feb. 10 with a 
series of cultural perfor-
mances and then the follow-
ing Saturday for the annual 
parade.

The agency has can-
celled its maintenance 
work during the parade 
only once in 2008.

At a February 2010 
hearing of the City Council 
Transportation Committee, 
Transit President Thomas 
Prendergast acknowledged 
the importance of the holi-
day, but it has had no subse-
quent effect on the author-
ity’s schedule.

“Well, that’s another 
time we ought to be sensi-
tive to, ’cause it is impor-
tant for the Asian popula-
tion,” Prendergast said in 
response to a statement by 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) at the Council 
meeting.

Peter Tu, executive di-
rector of the Flushing Chi-
nese Business Association, 
is chairman of the parade 
committee. He will also 

be making the trek to the 
MTA’s offices, but he hopes 
the community and the 
MTA can reach an agree-
ment so the two sides can 
stopping butting heads on 
an annual basis.

“If MTA breaks down 
the No. 7 train service, the 
parade will still go well,” he 
said. “But more and more, 
it is about the respect of the 
culture.”

Tu and the others 
would like to see a coopera-
tion between the commu-
nity and the authority to 
make sure the festival has 
full train service each year, 
especially considering the 
fact that the MTA makes 
money off No. 7 train rid-
ers, many of whom are 
Asian Americans.

The MTA has said any-
one wishing to reach Flush-
ing can take the N train 
from Manhattan — includ-
ing from the Times Square 
station — to Queensbor-
ough Plaza, where riders 
can then catch the No. 7 
train to Flushing’s Main 
Street station.

The track work is 
scheduled for 12 weekends 
beginning Dec. 29.

Continued from Page 1

MTA meet
ates from high school be-
fore bringing it to fruition.

“There are 11 aspects 
which contribute to the 
wealth of the company and 
the stadium,” Jason Fox, 
an eighth-grader at the 
Eagle Academy for Young 
Men in St. Albans, said as 
he presented his plan for a 
basketball stadium at last 
week’s Community Board 
12 meeting.

Fox was given the as-
signment as a school project 
to research the operations 
of basketball stadiums 
around the country — their 
concessions and endorse-
ment deals, parking rev-
enues, constructions costs, 
etc. — and come up with a 
competitive proposal of his 
own.

Eagle Academy Dean 
Steven Carthan said he as-
signed the project after Fox 
was brought into his office 
for acting up in school.

“He’s very smart, but 
he made the wrong choice. 
I asked him what he want-

ed to do when he grows 
up and he said he wanted 
to be an entrepreneur,” 
he explained. “I was very 
impressed [with the final 
proposal]. I was like, ‘Wow.’ 
That’s what these young 
men need nowadays, for 
someone to say, ‘Yo, I be-
lieve in you.’”

Fox calculated the 
income for each of the sta-
dium’s 33 events — consid-
ering reserved seating for 
public schools, community 
centers and, of course, com-
munity boards — and came 
up with a $2.6 billion profit 
each year, plus jobs for the 
surrounding communities.

Community activist 
Kevin Livingston, whose 
“100 Suits for 100 Men” 
campaign provides busi-
ness attire for reformed 
gang members trying to get 
a leg up, heard about Fox’s 
hard work on his assign-
ment and invited him to 
present it at the community 
board.

Livingston gave Fox a 
certificate recognizing his 
business achievement.

“Your community sup-
ports you. Dream big,” Liv-
ingston said as he handed 
Fox a certificate recogniz-
ing his business achieve-
ment, a gift certificate for 
a dinner for two, the “NBA 
2K12” video game for the 
Xbox and a newly opened 
bank account with some 
start-up cash for any future 
ventures.

“And being that you’re 
a businessman, you’re go-
ing to need something to 
wear,” he said as he pre-
sented the young man with 
a dapper-looking three-
piece suit.

Fox said he was hon-
ored to be invited to the 
meeting and excited by 
the supportive reaction he 
received for all his hard 
work, adding that if the 
choice were up to him, he 
would like to see the Dallas 
Mavericks basketball team 
playing in Queens.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.
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