
THE NEWSPAPER OF FLUSHING, AUBURNDALE, KEW GARDENS HILLS & FRESH MEADOWS

Your Neighborhood - Your News® 75 cents

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

Dec. 27, 2012-Jan. 2, 2013

 A CNG Publication • Vol. 21, No. 52                                        60 total pages  

Flushing Airport a no-fl y zone
Despite closing in 1984, site still has restricted airspace that cuts plane noise

BY JOE ANUTA

Some residents of northeast 
Queens may not realize it, but the 
shuttered Flushing Airport in-
between College Point and Whit-
estone has retained its reserved 
airspace.

That airspace once allowed 
small aircraft to penetrate the 
strictly controlled area around 
LaGuardia Airport without hav-
ing to contact the control tower, 
as is mandatory for any jetliner 
landing or taking off from the 
bustling travel hub.

That airspace, called the 
Flushing Ex-
clusion Zone, 
also kept the 
jetliners out 
of a portion 
of the airspace above Flushing, 
Whitestone, Bayside and Bay Ter-
race.

For those communities, 
which have recently been subject 
to increased flight noise from 
changing take-off and landing 
patterns at LaGuardia, the ab-
sence of the exclusion zone could 
make matters worse.

Without it, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration could route 
planes several hundred feet closer 
to the ground.

The airport has been closed 
since 1984, yet the exclusion zone 
remains.

Meng will take 
Ackerman’s place 
but not his offi ce

BY JOE ANUTA

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) is set 
to trade in her title, taking the 
spot of U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside) in Congress, but  she 
will not get his office.

The longtime lawmaker en-
joyed a highly coveted space in 
the Rayburn House Office Build-
ing on Capitol Hill. When Meng 
makes the trip to be sworn in 
Jan. 3, she will join other first-
time congressional members in 
the nearby Longworth House Of-
fice Building.
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SUGAR PLUM TRIO

Kessyana Outlaw, 3, (c.) squeezes in between Richard Yé (l.) and Karina Teran, ballet dancers who both performed in 
an abbreviated version of “The Nutcracker” at Flushing Town Hall. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Bishop Mitchell Tay-
lor thanked City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) for deliver-
ing extra food to his pantry 
near Queensbridge Houses 
for the holidays at a news 
conference last week and 
said major food rescue 
group City Harvest was no 
longer serving the center.

“There is a market 
here that can’t be aban-
doned,” Taylor said.

The bishop is well-
known in the Queensbridge 
Houses community and 
throughout Queens both 
as the founder of the East 
River Development Alli-
ance, which runs programs 
to help public housing resi-
dents in western Queens 
break the cycle of poverty, 
and the pastor of the Cen-
ter of Hope International 
Church, which operates 
the Bread of Life Food Pan-
try, at 38-49 12th St. near 
Queensbridge in Long Is-
land City.

For the holiday sea-
son, Van Bramer held his 
third annual food drive and 
gave the results to both the 
pantry and the Hour Chil-
dren Food Pantry, at 13-07 
37th Ave. near Ravenswood 
Houses.

“In a time like this 
where there is so much sad-
ness and so many things 
to feel bad about, it’s good 
to know that people care 
about their neighbors,” Van 
Bramer said.

Queensbridge resi-
dents who use the pantry 

were able to pick up a extra 
complimentary bag of food 
last Thursday because of 
Van Bramer’s drive. Tay-
lor said the additional help 
was greatly appreciated as 
federal investments in or-
ganizations that help the 
hungry have decreased 
throughout the years while 
demand has increased with 
the ongoing economic cri-
sis.

He said the pantry has 
also faced a setback since 
City Harvest, a Manhattan-
based organization which 
operates a warehouse  in 
Long Island City that deliv-
ers excess food from mul-
tiple sources to shelters 
across the city, has not been 
giving to the mid-sized 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 

for the past two months. 
He said the organization 
has found it more efficient 
to deliver large amounts 
of produce to big food pan-
tries that can move them 
quickly.

A spokeswoman from 
City Harvest said the or-
ganization is enacting a 
strategic plan to double 
its food output and deliver 
60 million pounds of food 
a year by 2016. She said 
Queensbridge residents 
have access to three nearby 
emergency food programs, 
the closest of which is half a 
mile away, and that Queens-
bridge residents also have 
access to free produce from 
the Northwest Queens Mo-
bile Market City Harvest 
runs a few times a month 

in Astoria Houses.
“We’ve been very care-

fully identifying how we 
can feed the most hungry 
New Yorkers,” she said.

Dr. Leona Wilkins, as-
sistant coordinator for the 
pantry, said it is funded 
through United Way and 
gets donations from the 
Food Bank. Bread of Life 
serves 60 to 75 families a 
day, and the average age 
of the person it feeds is 
around 50 to 60 years old. 
She said while City Har-
vest is no longer donating, 
the pantry has largely been 
able to maintain what it has 
been doing and hopes to ex-
pand.

“Any extra that we can 
receive we can also render 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Families displaced by 
Superstorm Sandy — scat-
tered throughout hotels 
across the city — attended 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough’s (D-
Jamaica) annual holiday 
party in St. Albans last 
week, and while the chil-
dren enjoyed food and 
games, parents wore weary 
expressions and told of the 
hardships they continue to 
endure almost two months 
after being forced from 
their homes.

The assemblyman’s of-
fice has stayed 
in contact with 
about 20 fami-
lies as they 
made their way through the 
support system set up after 
the storm — first at shelters 
at York College in Jamaica 
and the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory in the Bronx and then 
at several hotels they have 
been staying at since.

“Everybody’s been do-
ing a great job, but there 
have been some gaps in ser-

vices,” said Ernest Flow-
ers, a community liaison in 
Scarborough’s office and a 
candidate for City Council. 
Flowers has been in con-
tact with the families since 
the storm and he said they 
have been struggling to live 
week by week on the sup-
port they receive.

FEMA and the city 
have been putting the evac-
uees up in hotel rooms but 
sometimes payments are 
made late, Flowers said, 
driving them from their 
rooms. The families also 
said their rooms do not 
have kitchens and the $100 

they receive 
each week in 
food assistance 
does not go that 

far in the city.
“Manhattan is so 

expensive,” said Aleya 
Baldeo, a Far Rockaway 
resident who brought her 
three young children to 
the party at the Move Your 
Body Kidz Klub in St. Al-
bans, where they enjoyed 
food and games. Baldeo is a 

Bishop Mitchell Taylor (l.) and City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) greet Anna Williams as she 
picks up food from the Bread of Life Pantry. Photo by Rebecca Henely

LIC pantry loses big donor
Queensbridge’s Bread of Life no longer getting City Harvest food

Sandy families fi ght
to stay afl oat in hotels

Children write names on a card at state Assemblyman William 
Scarborough’s annual holiday party. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Bellerose vandalism renews push to split 105th Precinct
Senator Avella rallies with civic leaders against ongoing reports of damage in northeast Queens

BY PHIL CORSO

Neighbors living in the 
area off Union Turnpike in 
Bellerose have been sleep-
ing with one eye open lately 
after waking up to various 
acts of vandalism, members 
of the community said.

After the most recent 
incident, in which resi-
dents along 248th Street 
between Union and 81st Av-
enue woke up to find their 
windshield wipers twisted 
and torn off their vehicles, 
Bellerose’s Frank Virone 
said enough is enough.

Virone said he has ex-
perienced several acts of 
vandalism to his property 
over recent years adding 
up to thousands of dollars 
in damage, with this most 
recent incident costing him 
more than $50 on his car.

“They must think my 
car is the parts depart-
ment,” Virone said. “How 

many times is this going to 
happen here?”

On the morning of 
Dec. 20, Virone said he 
had a run-in with the man 
suspected of warping and 
yanking windshield wip-
ers on nearly a dozen cars 
parked along his road, but 
was surprised at the 105th 
Precinct’s handling of the 
issue.

In this particular case, 
Virone and his neighbors 
said officers would not take 
the suspect in for question-
ing unless they had more 
concrete evidence.

“Considering how of-
ten this happens here, I 
expected different behav-
ior from law enforcement,” 
Virone said.

Within hours of the 
incident, which neighbors 
said came as no surprise, 
civic leaders including Bru-
no and Lucy DeFranceschi, 
of the North Bellerose Civic 

Association, met outside on 
the sidewalk to address the 
ongoing concerns.

“We just don’t want 
this anymore,” said Lucy 
DeFranceschi, who lives 
on 247th Street, where she 
said vandals had broken 
car windows earlier this 
month. “It is becoming too 

much.”
A spokesman for the 

105th Precinct said officers 
were regularly patrolling 
the area in light of the up-
tick in acts of vandalism, 
especially during the holi-
day season, to hopefully 
reverse the trend.

Glen Oaks Village 

President Bob Friedrich 
said similar acts of car 
break-ins and vandalism 
were rising in his part of 
northeast Queens as well.

“Obviously, this quiet 
neighborhood has become a 
very active area,” Friedrich 
said. “We don’t expect this 
level of criminal activity. 
The 105th Precinct needs 
some help covering this 
area.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) also joined in 
with the Bellerose com-
munity to see the damage 
firsthand.

“This has become a 
mini crime wave,” Avella 
said. “Part of the reason is 
that the 105th Precinct has 
limited resources.”

Avella said the incident 
was a symptom of an ongo-
ing problem he has been 
working to address since 
his days in the City Council 
to potentially split the 105th 

and 109th precincts in half.
Last year, the senator 

introduced state legislation 
that would split the two 
precincts into subdivisions 
to handle the area’s popula-
tion density and geographi-
cal makeups.

The 105th covers 
Queens Village, Cam-
bria Heights, Laurelton, 
Rosedale, Springfield Gar-
dens, Bellerose, Glen Oaks, 
New Hyde Park and Floral 
Park while the 109th Pre-
cinct covers downtown 
Flushing, East Flushing, 
Queensboro Hill, College 
Point, Malba, Whitestone, 
Beechhurst and Bay Ter-
race.

“Since 2007, the popu-
lation in these precincts 
have only increased,” Avel-
la said. “This adds to the 
pressure the precincts are 
under to patrol and respond 
and further stretches their 
limited resources.”

Frank Virone, of Bellerose, shows the $50 bill he paid to 
fix vandalized windshield wipers on his car last week. 

Photo by Phil Corso
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The House Ethics 

Committee last week 
cleared U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) of any 
wrongdoing after an inves-
tigation into a questionable 
$40,000 loan he received in 
2007 and failed to report 
on his financial disclosure 
statements.

The bipartisan com-
mittee unanimously con-
cluded that while the con-
gressman did not disclose 
the loan, he did so unknow-
ingly and therefore will 
face no penalties.

“The committee rec-
ognizes that unknowing 
failures to report such 
items are not uncommon,” 
committee leaders said in 
a statement. “Such errors 
and omissions are typically 
corrected through amend-
ments to financial disclo-
sure statements and do not 
involve any further com-
mittee action.”

Meeks has been under 
investigation for the past 
two years and said he was 
looking forward to putting 
the matter behind him and 
concentrating on his agen-
da.

“I am pleased with the 
Ethics Committee’s deci-
sion, and I am glad that 
this matter is now closed,” 
he said in a statement. 
“My work in Congress, on 
the heels of the tragedy at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, demands urgent fo-
cus on the need to strength-
en federal gun laws in ways 
that will help prevent such 
heinous violence.

“We must work in a 
bipartisan manner to avoid 
a new fiscal crisis that will 
harm middle-class Ameri-
cans and to get critical 
funding to my district and 
other areas that were dev-
astated by Hurricane San-
dy. This is where my focus 
remains.”

In January 2011, the 
Office of Congressional 
Ethics — an independent, 
non-partisan panel — be-
gan investigating a $59,650 
home equity loan Meeks 

took out in 2010 to repay a 
$40,000 personal loan he re-
ceived from a friend, Edul 
Ahmad, in 2007. Meeks had 
failed to list the money on 
his 2007, 2008 or 2009 finan-
cial disclosure statements, 
and the office said the loan 
lacked an interest rate or 
repayment terms.

Days after he took out 
the 2010 loan, Meeks issued 
a press release saying he 
had amended his previous 
years’ financial statements 
to reflect the $40,000 loan 
and its payment plus inter-
est. But the office’s investi-
gation alleged Meeks mere-
ly paid back more money 
to make it appear as if the 
loan was legitimate.

The office referred the 
matter to the Ethics Com-
mittee, which said Meeks 
could not produce a paper 
trail for the Ahmad loan 
because, he told them, he 
had “misplaced it.”

Lawyers for Ahmad 
told the committee there 
was no documentation, but 
he would decline a request 
for a voluntary interview 
and, if subpoenaed, would 
invoke his Fifth Amend-
ment right unless he re-
ceived immunity from 
prosecution.

Ahmad pleaded guilty 
in October to unrelated 
fraud charges.

“Considering the 
highly compromised cred-
ibility of Mr. Ahmad, un-
less he could provide some 
documentary evidence in-

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks has 
been cleared in a House Ethics 
Committee investigation.

House panel clears
Meeks in loan probe

No-fl y zone still in Flushing
Abandoned airport has restricted airspace that cuts plane noise

BY JOE ANUTA

Many northeast 
Queens neighborhoods 
have complained recently 
about increased aircraft 
noise, but it could be worse.

Airspace regulations 
for a long-shuttered bor-
ough airstrip are actually 
keeping planes from flying 
closer to residential roof-
tops over parts of Whites-
tone, north Flushing, Bay 
Terrace, Douglaston and 
Little Neck, according to 
flight maps.

These maps are used 
by pilots to show where 
they can and cannot fly, 
and one place off limits to 
commercial aircraft leav-
ing LaGuardia Airport is 
called the Flushing Exclu-
sion Zone, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration said.

This zone stretches 
from the site of the shut-
tered Flushing Airport — 
in-between Whitestone and 
College Point just west of 
the Whitestone Expressway 
— across the top portion 
of Queens. Over the areas 
of Whitestone and north 
Flushing, aircraft must 

stay above 1,200 feet, while 
above parts of Bay Terrace 
and northern Bayside, they 
must stay above 1,500 feet, 
according to the FAA and 
flight maps.

If the Flushing Exclu-
sion Zone did not exist, the 
FAA would have the abil-
ity to fly aircraft as low as 
it wanted in these areas, 
although officials from 
the agency said at a recent 
meeting that they never 
route a plane lower than 
1,000 feet above residential 
blocks.

The exclusion zone 
was created in the 1970s 
when airspace regulations 
were modified, according 
to the FAA, although Flush-
ing Airport had been open 
since 1927.

The corridor was cre-
ated as a pathway for small-
er planes to get access to the 
airport through airspace 
normally used by larger 
commercial jets traveling 
to and from LaGuardia, the 
FAA said.

LaGuardia’s airspace 
can be compared to an up-

side down, multi-layered 
wedding cake, according to 
several pilots interviewed 
for this story. Planes land-
ing at the airport begin 
their descent from high in 
the widest layers, gradual-
ly zeroing in on the runway 
at the bottom.

That bottom layer of 
the cake sits right on top 
of LaGuardia. It is a cylin-
der with a diameter from 
Great Neck, L.I., to Lower 
Manhattan, and a height 
of 7,000 feet. No planes can 

An older flight map (l.) shows Flushing Airport just west of LaGuardia Airport, and its reserved air-
space extending farther west over Queens. A later map shows the same airspace without Flushing 
Airport. Maps courtesy FAA

Feds crack down on Flushing asylum mill
BY JOE ANUTA

Queens residents 
made up half of the 26 
people charged last week 
with helping Chinese im-
migrants lie in order to ob-
tain asylum in the United 
States, a federal prosecutor 
said.

Thirteen people work-
ing as translators, lawyers, 
paralegals and even an em-
ployee of a church in Flush-
ing figured prominently 
into a three-year investiga-
tion by federal prosecutors, 
where law offices fabricat-
ed tales of religious, ethnic 
and other forms of persecu-
tion to prevent their clients’ 
deportation, according to 
the U.S. attorney’s  office in 

Manhattan.
Proof of persecution 

is a requirement for any-
one seeking asylum in the 
country, according to court 
documents.

All were charged with 
either conspiracy to com-
mit identity fraud or vary-
ing levels of identity fraud, 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara said.

“Our asylum laws 
exist to provide a safe ha-
ven in the United States 
to immigrants subject to 
persecution in their own 
countries for exercising 
freedoms fundamental to a 
democracy,” he said, add-
ing that the defendants al-
legedly wove “elaborate fic-
tions on behalf of hundreds 

of would-be asylum seek-
ers, coaching them on how 
to lie on their applications, 
stepping in when they went 
off script and lying to im-
migration judges at court 
hearings.”

The 26 defendants 
were charged in nine in-
dictments, and in each case 
law firms in Flushing and 
Manhattan would fabri-
cate the stories and do the 
paperwork in exchange for 
money from the asylum-
seekers, according to Bha-
rara.

One law firm in down-
town Flushing, which was 
previously in Manhattan, 
had submitted 260 asylum 
applications on behalf of its 
clients since 2011, accord-

ing to the indictment.
Freddy Jacobs, of The 

Law Office of Freddy Ja-
cobs, and an office man-
ager named Fnu “Daisy” 
Yang, allegedly followed 
the same modus operandi 
as the other defendants, 
and if convicted could face 
up to 25 years behind bars, 
the indictment said.

They would create 
stories for their clients to 
memorize that fell into 
broad categories, includ-
ing tales of a woman who 
had forced abortions under 
China’s one-child policy, 
or asylum-seekers who 
claimed to be persecuted 
Christians, members of 
China’s Democratic Party 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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Lawmakers, activists favor multi-pronged approach to prevent more violent incidents in future

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The shooting of 26 
people at a school in New-
town, Conn., has sparked a 
national debate on gun vio-
lence, and while opinions 
in Queens differ on the role 
regulation will play in pre-
venting another tragedy, 
there is a consensus that it 
would be only one part of a 
multi-faceted solution.

“The phenomenon 
keeps occurring,” state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) said. “We’ve had 
more than three strikes 
and we need to act now.”

Earlier this year the 
senator introduced a nine-
point plan comprised of 
community-based and leg-
islative initiatives aimed 
at curbing gun violence, 
including tougher gun 
laws and limiting access 
to criminals or those with 
mental illnesses.

Smith revisited his 
call for comprehensive re-

form last week after the 
vice president of the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
said armed guards should 
be placed at schools across 
the country.

“I could barely believe 
what I was hearing,” he 
said. “We need to work to-
ward a comprehensive and 
responsible approach to 
gun-control legislation.”

In 2011, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
found New York state to be 
the largest source of close 
to 4,000 guns recovered 
by law enforcement from 
crimes throughout the 
city,  and Smith said state 
laws should be aligned 
with those in New York 
City, which has some of the 
toughest in the country.

He also said recent 
high-profile shootings have 
revealed a need for more 
services for the mentally 
ill.

“There’s a mental 

health component as well,” 
he said. “Obviously some 
of the shootings across the 
country show some chal-
lenges with mentally ill in-
dividuals.”

City Councilman Dan 

Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
a member of the Council’s 
Mental Health Committee, 
said the Newtown tragedy 
revealed a failure in the 
mental-health support sys-
tem.

“In this particular 
instance this individual 
slipped through the men-
tal-health cracks,” he said, 
adding that each year the 
city’s mental-health bud-
get faces a fiscal crisis that 

defies logic. “And this is a 
horrible tragedy that defies 
logic.”

Halloran favors the 
federal government step-
ping in by requiring all 
states to provide criminal 
and mental health informa-
tion to the FBI’s criminal 
background check system, 
but warned against legisla-
tion that would affect law-
abiding citizens more than 
criminals.

“People who go apply 
for licenses are not the ones 
committing crimes. You 
don’t remedy a criminal 
violation by taking away 
people’s rights,” he said. 
“I’ve been a lawyer long 
enough to know that any-
one who reacts during cri-
sis hasn’t taken a second to 
take a deep breath and look 
objectively at the future.”

Last week, the Council 
Task Force to Combat Gun 
Violence released a number 
of recommendations, in-

Officials in Camden, N.J., say they received more than 1,100 firearms during a gun buyback event held 
after the mass killing in Newtown, Conn. AP Photo by Mel Evans

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Tom McNicholas, own-
er of a gas station and con-
venience store that over-
looks the bay in  Rockaway 
Park, says the city has ne-
glected the bulkhead that 
protects the shoreline from 
the water.

“They’ve done noth-
ing at all over the years to 
maintain it,” he said, look-
ing at the crumbling bay 
wall and frowning.

His property runs right 
up to the bay, and he main-
tains his own bulkhead 
near his convenience store, 
Waves, on Beach Channel 
Drive and Rockaway Free-
way. But a few yards down 
the city property begins, he 
said, and the bay wall there 

is partially held together 
with wooden planks that 
have rotted through.

As a result, McNicho-
las said, the water easily 
penetrates the wall and is 
washing away the land 
from underneath.

“What you’ve got here 
is a pie crust,” he said, 

pointing at the land that 
is sinking in some places. 
“There’s nothing under 
this.”

The bay wall that 
runs along a large portion 
of Beach Channel Drive, a 
main thoroughfare in the 
Rockaways, has sparked 
the concern of local poli-

ticians and community 
leaders. The area’s state 
assemblyman, Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park), said 
he has long called for the 
restoration of the bay wall 
and pointed out that it now 
is in even worse shape after 
Hurricane Sandy.

“Right now, the safety 
of Beach Channel Drive is 
questionable and this puts 
our families at a level of 
risk that I refuse to accept,” 
said Goldfeder.

Community Board 
14 District Manager Jona-
than Gaska also said the 
community has long been 
struggling to bring atten-
tion to the wall.

“We have been fight-
ing for years and it’s about 

Rockaway wants to shift focus 
to hurricane-battered bay wall

City must pay for security 
at private schools: Vallone

BY REBECCA HENELY

In the wake of the mas-
sacre two weeks ago at San-
dy Hook Elementary School 
in Newtown, Conn., City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) renewed a 
push for his bill that would 
require the city to provide 
security for private and re-
ligious schools.

“Obviously, the recent 
tragedy makes it all the 
more important that we get 
this done,” Vallone said.

The councilman, 
chairman of the Council 
Public Safety Committee, 
said that in every public 
school there is at least one 
school safety officer and 
the NYPD has the option 
of allocating more officers 

to a school based on local 
crime statistics. In addi-
tion, the NYPD has 350 
armed NYPD patrol offi-
cers assigned to the schools 
throughout the city.

While not going as 

far as National Rifle As-
sociation President Wayne 
LaPierre’s demand Friday 
to have an armed security 
officer in every school, Val-
lone’s bill would have the 

A Connecticut police officer stands at an intersection closed after 
the shooting in Newtown, Conn. Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. has 
renewed his call for the city to pay for private schools’ security in 
the aftermath of the massacre. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

SUPERSTORM 
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DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY

BUY ONE HERO, 
GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

BY REBECCA HENELY

The 82nd Street Part-
nership recently received 
a $15,000 grant to renovate 
store signs within its bor-
ders, giving the leadership 
another tool in its ongoing 
revitalization of the once-
neglected business im-
provement district.

“It would be good for a 
business owner and it would 
be good for the block,” said 
City Small Business Ser-
vices Commissioner Rob-
ert Walsh.

The organization’s 
goal is to improve the com-
mercial strip that runs 
along 82nd Street from 37th 
to Baxter avenues in Jack-
son Heights and Elmhurst. 
After its previous executive 
director, Sharada Devi, was 
fired for incompetence, the 
commission has been work-
ing closely with the organi-

zation to turn it around.
The grant is specifi-

cally for the block between 
37th and Roosevelt av-
enues, which is part of the 
Jackson Heights Historic 
District. The city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission lists several rules 
for what signage is allowed 
in the district, such as like 
backlit pin-mounted letters 
or signs painted on aw-
nings, but Walsh said a fair 
amount of businesses on 
the strip try to circumvent 
landmark rules by hanging 
up temporary plastic signs 
with rope.

A storefront on the 
northeast corner of 82nd 
Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue, which fronts a stair-
way to the No. 7 train, has 
several of these.

“This is people’s first 
impression when they come 
down from the subway sta-

tion,” said Seth Taylor, ex-
ecutive director of the 82nd 
Street Partnership.

The 82nd Street Part-
nership recently became 
one of seven BIDs and the 
only Queens BID to win a 
contest within the Small 
Business Services Commis-
sion called the BID Chal-
lenge. To get a grant, the 
various city BIDs needed 
to identify unique projects 
that they had wanted to do 
to improve their commer-
cial strips but did not have 
the funds.

Taylor said he expects 
the one-year, $15,000 con-
tract will be able to help 
three to six businesses 
change their signs. He said 
for a matching grant of an 
amount yet to be deter-
mined the partnership will 
pay for the design and offer 
technical assistance for the 
new signs.

82nd Street group in Jax Hts. 
receives grant for new signage
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Where the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

(718)

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients - First Visit

FREE
Includes: Oral Exam, Oral 

Cancer Screening, X-Rays & 
Periodontal Evaluation

(LAB ON PREMISES) ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

Sunnyside’s PS 2 waits a decade for new gym
BY REBECCA HENELY

A Sunnyside school is set to 
expand, but members of Commu-
nity District Education Council 
30 were upset that a long-awaited 
and much begged-for auditorium 
for Astoria’s PS 2 is not in the city 
School Construction Authority’s 
five-year plan.

“It’s been more than 10 years 
and they’ve been waiting for an 
auditorium,” CDEC 30 Council-
man Marius Titus said .

Monica Gutierrez and Gor-
don Tung, of the SCA, spoke to the 
council at its monthly meeting 
last Thursday at PS 78, at 48-09 
Center Blvd. in Long Island City, 
about the updates to  the 2010-14 
Capital Plan for the district.

CDEC 30 encompasses As-
toria, Long Island City, East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and 
a large part of Woodside. It is 
one of the city’s most crowded 
school districts and, while many 
schools are being phased in or 
built throughout the district in 
the coming years, the SCA and 
council are trying to find more 
sites for schools and more fund-

ing for seats.
In presenting amendments to 

the plan, Gutierrez said 931 new 
seats across Queens have been 
funded and $290 million more 
has been allocated to the borough 
to mediate destruction from Su-
perstorm Sandy. In the district, 
256 seats have been funded for a 
school in the Woodside or Sunny-

side area and 248 seats have been 
funded for a school in the East 
Elmhurst or Jackson Heights 
area, but neither have sites. The 
district needs sites and funding 
for an addition 624 seats.

Gutierrez also said that in 
2016, PS 11, at 54-25 Skillman Ave. 
in Sunnyside, will receive an ad-
dition that will include 350 seats.

Jeffrey Guyton, co-president 
of CDEC 30, said he was glad to 
hear that PS 11 would get its ad-
dition, but was frustrated that PS 
2 was not considered for a capital 
project. The school, at 75-10 21st 
Ave. in Astoria, was created for 
a small community and does not 
have an auditorium. The school 
uses a multi-purpose room for its 

cafeteria, as well.
He said despite listing an 

addition for PS 2 as the council’s 
top priority for years, the request 
goes unfulfilled.

“We don’t do very well, quite 
honestly,” Guyton said.

Last year many parents and 
children from PS 2 attended CDEC 
30’s meeting on the five-year plan 
to demand an addition.

“I just feel very sad for them,” 
CDEC 30 Councilwoman Jennifer 
Harper said. “They’ve had the 
PTA come to our meetings and 
plead with them.”

When the SCA representa-
tives said the agency does assess-
ments that can create its own in-
ternal criteria and list of what is a 
priority, CDEC 30 Councilwoman 
Michele Norris said she hoped the 
SCA could share that information 
with the CDECs in future deci-
sion-making, which could lead to 
greater cooperation.

“Positive feedback’s nice for 
everyone,” she said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Children from PS 78 sing holiday songs before the CDEC 30 meeting. Photo by Rebecca Henely



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, D

EC
. 2

7, 
20

12
-J

AN
. 2

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

NE

8

BLOTTER

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

Bayside bar owner not guilty in double murder
HACKENSACK, N.J. — A former Bay-

side nightclub owner was found not guilty 
earlier this month of shooting and kill-
ing two men from southern Queens three 
years ago, the Bergen County prosecutor’s 
office said.

A jury in Hackensack, N.J., acquitted 
Nicholas Kiriakakis, part owner of Pearl 
Nightlife, formerly at 45-30 Bell Blvd., of 
the murders of Jonathan Beneduce, of 
Howard Beach, and Michael Mirasola, of 
Ozone Park, the office said.

Beneduce and Mirasola, both single 
and unemployed, were found dead inside a 
black Ford Explorer in Teaneck, N.J., Feb. 
18, 2010, prosecutors said.

Although the jury acquitted Kiriaka-
kis of the two murder charges, he was 
found guilty of conspiracy and hindering 
apprehension, the prosecutor’s office said. 
His sentencing was scheduled for Jan. 25.

Boro lifeguard drowns in Puerto Rico

ROCKAWAY PARK — A 
hero surfer who rescued six of his 
neighbors in the Rockaways dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy drowned 
Sunday while on vacation in 
Puerto Rico.

The New York Post reported 
Dylan Smith, 23, was found float-
ing near his surfboard in the 
tourist destination of Rincon.

Smith was a lifeguard at 
Rockaway Beach and saved a half 
dozen people with his surfboard 
during the October superstorm.

Police hunt for suspect in five robberies
FOREST HILLS — Cops were 

looking for a suspect wanted in 
connection with two robberies 
and three grand larcenies dating 
back to mid-November in Brook-
lyn and Queens.

Police described the suspect 
at a black man, age 25 to 30, about 
6-foot-1 and weighing 180-190 
pounds.

According to police, the sus-
pect is wanted for snatching cell 
phones and iPads on trains at five 
different occasions.

Nicholas Kiriakakis, (inset) the former own-
er of Pearl Nightlife bar and restaurant in 
Bayside, was aquitted on charges of kill-
ing Jonathan Beneduce and Michael Mirasola. 

Inset courtesy Bergen County prosecutor’s office

Published reports confirmed Hurricane Sandy hero Dylan 
Smith drowned in Puerto Rico. AP Photo/WNBC-NY

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops are looking for this man wanted in connection 
with multiple crimes dating back to November. 

Images courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
At a quiet, seemingly 

nondescript veterinary 
clinic in Fresh Meadows, 
the services offered at first 
glance may seem pretty 
standard: medicine, X-rays, 
surgery, dentistry, groom-
ing.

But acupuncture?
“I believe in an inte-

grative approach,” said Dr. 
John Lu, owner of Queens 
Animal Health and Emer-
gency, at 183-04 Horace 
Harding Expwy., which 
cares for animals with an 
eye to the holistic. “One 
health, one medicine, be-
cause they are the same.”

The clinic offers a mix 
of Western- and Eastern-
based veterinary care for 
dogs, cats and a few exotic 
and so-called pocket pets. 
The product, Lu said, of his 
years of training in Bei-
jing, China, and at Perdue 
University, where he was 
exposed to both approaches 
to medicine.

“I take the best of both 
worlds,” he said, adding 
that Eastern and Western 
medicine are “not mutu-
ally exclusive.  They can be 
used together just based on 
the situation.”

Lu opened the clinic 
about six months ago in a 
building that used to house 
a Korean natural foods 
market. It is his first clinic 

in the borough, but he also 
owns the decade-old Set-
auket Veterinary Hospital 
in Long Island, which also 
takes a holistic approach to 
animal care. Two other vets 
work at the Queens center 
in addition to a licensed 
technician and a kennel as-
sistant.

Lu offers any of the 
services to be expected at 
a veterinary clinic, plus a 
few that would not. In addi-
tion to offering veterinary 
acupuncture, which he uses 
to treat a range of ailments 
including pain, tracheal 
collapse, the loss of rear 
leg function and others, he 
also mixes his own herbal 
remedies with ingredients 

bought from China that he 
tailors to the individual 
needs of each animal.

“For chronic diseases 
it works wonderful,” he 
said of the herbs.

But he added he re-
mains flexible in his ap-
proach and will pursue 
many avenues if one par-
ticular method is not suc-
cessful.

“I do whatever works,” 
he said. “If it doesn’t work, I 
abandon it right away.”

For example, some an-
imals may respond well to 
acupuncture and the Chi-
nese herbs, said Lu, who 
cited a case where he had 
cured a partially paralyzed 
dachshund with acupunc-

ture at his Long Island 
clinic.

But he also pointed to 
one of the animals he re-
cently treated at the Queens 
clinic, a rottweiler suffer-
ing from a tumor, and said 
it was clear the dog needed 
surgery.

“For these [cases], I’m 
not fooling around with 
herbs,” he said.

He said his clients, 
who he said tend to be high-
ly educated, have embraced 
his approach to veterinary 
care and his Queens busi-
ness has been growing in 
the few months it has been 
open.

In addition, Lu said he 
adapted to the demographi-
cally diverse community by 
hiring staff members who 
are able to communicate in 
various languages. So far, 
Chinese, Russian, Italian, 
Filipino and Polish are spo-
ken fluently at the clinic.

He said being able to 
communicate with pet own-
ers is important because it 
makes them feel comfort-
able and helps create a con-
nection and better under-
standing.

But ultimately, he said, 
he is responding to his cli-
ents’ needs, which he said 
is his primary job.

“We’re a small busi-
ness,” he said. “But that 
doesn’t mean we don’t have 
the big idea.”

Technician Pat Tramontana (second from l.) holds a cat named 
Spooky as Dr. John Lu (r.) performs an examination and owner 
Angel Wang (l.) looks on. Photo by Karen Frantz

Police released surveillance footage of a person they believe to be 
a suspect in the murder of Ishak Ghali (r.). Image (l.) courtesy NYPD

Bodega worker shot 
in Ridgewood shop

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Police were still 
searching for a suspect 
captured on surveillance 
video and wanted in con-
nection with the death of a 
bodega clerk in Ridgewood 
last Thursday evening. 

The clerk, who was 
beloved in his community, 
was shot and killed by an 
unknown assailant in an 
apparent robbery early last 
Thursday evening, police 
and friends said.

Police said 26-year-old 
Ishak Ghali was shot inside 
the All Friends Deli, at 675 
Onderdonk Ave. in Ridge-
wood, and an unknown 
amount of money was miss-
ing from the cash register.

No arrests had been 
made as of Wednesday eve-
ning, police said.

Friends described the 
Egyptian-born Ghali as 
kindhearted and a hard 
worker who was next in line 
among his family members 
to own his own shop. His 
family owned about three 
or four bodegas and delis in 
the area, according to peo-
ple familiar with them.

“What a wonderful 
person,” said Maria, who 
lives in the neighborhood 
and was friendly with 
Ghali. “I can’t believe he’s 
gone.” She declined to give 
her last name.

She was at the bodega 
Friday morning to place 
flowers at the boarded-up 
storefront and struggled 
against the wind to light 
candles that lined the 

stoop. Another woman who 
said she was Ghali’s neigh-
bor also brought flowers, 
and several other people 
who lived in the area who 
passed by shook their heads 
in dismay.

Maria said she got to 
know Ghali because she 
went to the bodega every-
day to buy cigarettes, tea 
and coffee. She said she 
would joke with Ghali and 
he would often offer her 
comfort if she was feeling 
down.

“If I was crying, he’d 
tell me not to worry,” she 
said, saying he would tell 
her: “You have to thank God 
every day you’re alive.”

She said there were 
a number of rumors go-
ing around, including that 
Ghali had been shot hours 
before 6 p.m., when police 
said they received the call. 
She said she had heard one 
of the owners of the bodega 
found Ghali shot dead be-
hind the counter.

“I heard it wasn’t his 
shift to work either,” she 
said.

Others who knew him 
recalled Ghali as a gen-
erous person who would 
quickly tell his customers 
to just pay him back later if 
they were short of change.

“If you needed some-
thing, he gave it to you,” 
said Thomas Reichling, 
who lives in the neighbor-
hood and often patronized 
the store.

Some residents were 
spooked by the violence, 

Continued on Page 48

Guyanese immigrant with 
few relatives in the country 
 and she said moving her 
children through different 
schools and trying to se-
cure basic necessities such 
as diapers and formula for 
her youngest have taken a 

toll on the family.
“I don’t know what to 

do and I don’t know where 
to go,” she said.

Scarborough invites 
families from southeast 
Queens to attend his holi-
day party every year and 
said this year’s festivities 
seemed all that more mean-
ingful for the families that 
had lost so much.

“We’re just trying to 

help them forget about their 
concerns,” he said.

The assemblyman’s of-
fice collected gifts and gave 
them out to the children at 
the end of the night.

Rachel Rivera and her 
daughter, Marisol, were 
displaced from their home 
in Brooklyn. The young girl 
enjoyed pizza and beamed 
at the end of the night as 
she clung to the toy tea set 

she picked out.
Rivera said it was nice 

to see her daughter have a 
good time, but it was diffi-
cult for her to relax as she 
worried about the days 
ahead.

“She can enjoy it,” Ri-
vera said. “Me? I have to 
think about how are we go-
ing to eat tomorrow.”

Continued from Page 2

Sandy

and give others,” she said.
Taylor said there is an 

increasing number of indi-
viduals who use pantries as 
a supplement. They may be 

able to buy food own their 
own, but the pantries make 
the difference between 
their having to choose be-
tween buying food or buy-

ing medicine.
“Now we’re seeing 

a new working poor,” he 
said.Continued from Page 2

Food drive

Vet takes holistic approach
Fresh Meadows clinic offers exotic treatments for an array of pets
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Ready to gift in any denomination  
at your local Massage Envy Spa.

Introductory 1-hour  
massage session*

Introductory 1-hour  
Healthy Skin facial session*

$ $49 59
GIFT CARD

Good for massages, facials and peace of mind.

MassageEnvy.com/Clinics/NY/Bayside · Convenient Hours
 

*See clinic for details. ©2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

(718) 279-ENVY (3689)

Open 7 Days: M-F 9-9, Sat 9-8, Sun 9-6

BAYSIDE
38-03 Bell Boulevard
Off the SE corner of 38TH Ave

109th Council honors its citizen academy grads
BY JOE ANUTA

The 109th Precinct 
Community Council held 
its year-end dinner party 
earlier this month and hon-
ored one of its own along 
with some of the city’s 
Bravest.

About 30 people at-
tended the gala at Magna 
Restaurant, at 35-25 Far-
rington St., where council 
President Chrissy Voskeri-
chian announced that one 
of the council’s members 
was the valedictorian of 
this fall’s graduating class 
of The Citizens’ Police 
Academy, a 14-week train-
ing course where civilians 
go through the same types 
of training as many bona 
fide police cadets.

“It’s about community 
awareness and awareness 
of what happens in the 
street,” Voskerichian said 
of the academy. “It gives 
you a better understanding 
of what officers deal with.”

Sonia Rueda was the 

top cadet in this season’s 
class of about 200 people, 
and she is the second vale-
dictorian from the 109th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil, Voskerichian added.

The council president 
herself has completed the 
training and described 

simulated standoff situa-
tions projected onto video 
screens, including one in 
which a perp is holding a 
firearm in one hand and a 
baby in the other. The ca-
dets have to decide what to 
do: shoot or wait.

They also take hostage 

negotiation classes and 
get schooled in how to ap-
proach domestic violence 
situations.

The training is realis-
tic, Voskerichian said, but 
there are plenty of officers 
doing the real thing every 
day.

Two of the city’s Fin-
est received the Cop of the 
Month Awards at the din-
ner and were praised by 
Inspector Brian Maguire, 
commanding officer at the 
109th, which covers Flush-
ing, Whitestone, College 
Point and Bay Terrace.

“I want to thank them 
for their great work and 
outstanding efforts,” he 
said before bestowing the 
honors.

Police officers Yu Yam 
and Thomas Farley are two 
plainclothes officers in the 
precinct’s anti-crime team. 
The precinct had received 
numerous reports of cell-
phone robberies near Kis-
sena Corridor Park.

On Nov. 24 at 7 p.m., the 
two responded to a report of 
a robbery in progress near 
the corner of Colden Street 
and Negundo Avenue. Ac-
cording to a victim’s report, 
three men approached him 
from behind, choked him 
and stole his iPhone, the of-
ficers said.

After they received 
a report of the incident, 
Farley and Yam were near 
the park when they ob-
served some teenagers who 
matched the description of 
the suspects, they said. Two 
15-year-olds were arrested 
and charged with second-
degree robbery, according 
to the officers, who said the 
pair traveled from the 101st 
and 107th precincts specifi-
cally to commit the crimes.

In the wake of the ar-
rest, the officers said re-
ports of cellphone thefts in 
the area had ceased.

In other precinct news, 
the dog lost in Superstorm 
Sandy and featured in 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
was taken in by a new 
family. Officers had nick-
named the pooch Stewie, 
but the canine now has a 
new name.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Inspector Brian Maguire (l.), the commanding officer of the 109th Precinct, presents Police officers 
Thomas Farley (second l.) and Yu Yam (third l.) with Cop of the Month Awards as they are joined by 
109th Community Council President Chrissy Voskerichian (r.). Photo by Joe Anuta
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At 2:45 pm on  
a Saturday,  

this little slugger 
needs some 
major league 

attention.
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PM Pediatrics, an award-winning provider of after-hours 
urgent care, is staffed by Pediatric Emergency Specialists 
who have special training in treating children in urgent situations 
while minimizing pain and unnecessary tests. Our commitment 
is to provide quality care when you need it, where you need 
and how you need it. And with short wait times, we’ll help 
your child get back to feeling all better a lot sooner.
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NEW LOCATION IN LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY NOW OPEN!
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TO A BETTER 2013
The year 2012 is one we will not forget.
It was the year when part of Queens was devastated 

by Hurricane Sandy. There are areas of the borough that 
are beginning to rebuild. We remain in awe of the courage 
we witnessed in Breezy Point, where volunteer firefight-
ers stood in water chest-deep in an effort to save a commu-
nity that would burn to the ground.

Likewise, we are moved by the generosity of volun-
teers who stepped up and did everything they could to 
bring food, clothing and shelter to those hit by the storm. 
Although many are frustrated, we are impressed by the 
government response.

This will also be remembered as the year when a gun-
man in Newtown, Conn., tore the hearts of an entire na-
tion. We hope some good will come from this tragedy, that 
steps will be taken toward meaningful gun control.

In a sign of how this tragedy has touched Queens last 
week, more than 200 residents gathered in Sunnyside hold-
ing candles and singing songs for the victims of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre.

But we are also hopeful for the year to come.
In Bayside last week, we saw a Santa Claus that 

looked like town curmudgeon Frank Skala. Anything can 
happen!

TimesLedger Newspapers thanks our readers and we 
wish Queens a happier 2013.

NOISE ABOUT NOISE
Led by Bayside crusader-in-chief state Sen. Tony 

Avella, several elected officials have vowed not to give up 
the battle over air and noise pollution coming from La-
Guardia Airport. Avella warned that the “FAA is in for 
the fight of its life.”

About 50 residents joined politicians at a recent pro-
test. Avella contended that the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration has finalized its changes in departure procedures 
and landing patterns at LaGuardia without keeping a 
promise to share the results of a six-month study with the 
community.

Avella was joined by U.S. Rep.-elect Grace Meng, who 
said, “We need to let the FAA and Department of Transpor-
tation know that the FAA’s mission is to be environmen-
tally responsible and accountable to the general public.”

The FAA owes northeast Queens an explanation for 
the change in flights and should be more responsive to the 
community as well as its leaders.

D.C. partisanship delays Sandy aid

P
resident Barack 
Obama has an-
nounced that he is 
going to push for $60 

billion in federal aid for 
the tri-state area to aid in 
cleanup and recovery from 
Hurricane Sandy.

This region needs 
more than that, but this 
amount is a start in the 
right direction. With the 

government in complete 
disagreement regarding 
the fiscal cliff situation, it 
seems the president’s re-
quest for this money may 
run into a political road-
block, which should not be 
permitted to happen.

The hurricane caused 
billions of dollars in dam-
age throughout our region 
and has brought much 

personal hardship and suf-
fering to hundreds of thou-
sands of people. This area 
is due its just portion of 
disaster relief money from 
Washington, D.C.

The message to the 
overpaid and underworked 
windbag bureaucrats is 
this: Get us our justly de-
served money so rebuild-
ing of both property and 

lives can begin in earnest. 
We are all Americans be-
fore we are Democrats or 
Republicans.

All political infighting 
needs to stop and every-
body in Washington needs 
to work together as one.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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Another assault gun tragedy

A 
devastating but too 
familiar horror took 
place at the Sandy 
Hook Elementary 

School in an idyllic Con-
necticut town, Newtown, 
Dec. 14. Twenty-six were 
killed: 20 children, 6 to 10 
years of age, and six adults. 
The perpetrator was 
20-year-old Adam Lanza.

On another Friday 
four months and six days 
prior — July 20 — another 

mass shooting occurred 
inside a Century movie the-
ater in Aurora, Colo., dur-
ing a midnight screening of 
the film “The Dark Knight 
Rises.”

A gunman, dressed 
in tactical clothing, set off 
tear gas grenades and shot 
into the audience with mul-
tiple firearms, killing 12 
people and injuring 58. The 
shooter was 24-year-old 
James Eagan Holmes, who 

was arrested outside the 
cinema minutes later.

The names of the kill-
ers and locations of the 
carnage differ, but their 
weapon of choice does not. 
It is that same old reliable 
semi-automatic “hunting” 
— read: assault — rifle, sis-
ter to the military version 
minus the “semi.”

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Pols care more about real estate interests than parkland

M
ajor League Soc-
cer has once again 
demonstrated its 
lack of transpar-

ency and legitimacy in 
what was supposed to be a 
public hearing, but was in 
fact rigged in an attempt to 
make it appear there was 
minimal opposition by en-
suring that those opposing 
were kept out of the main 
auditorium and relegated 
to a basement area (“MLS 
pitches Queens stadium,” 
Dec. 6-12).

MLS is involved with 
private, for-profit busi-
nesses and could care less 
about the issue involving 
usurpation of public park-
land. While disagreeing, 
one can understand MLS, 
since its pursuit of money 
is paramount to the public 
interest. What one cannot 
understand and should 

not tolerate is the Queens 
elected officials who for 
years have evidenced their 
ignorance concerning the 
importance of parks in a 
congested urban society 
and have consistently par-
ticipated in dumping on 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park with all sorts of ille-
gitimate structures that do 
not belong in it.

A case in point is Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall, who thought it was a 
good idea to build a grand 
prix racetrack around 
Meadow Lake and a huge 
New York Jets football sta-
dium in the middle of the 
park. Her anti-Flushing 
Meadows activities are so 
egregious as to qualify her 
as the park’s Public Enemy 
No. 1. Not any better are 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) and state 

Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights), 
supporters of MLS and 
who think it is good for the 
economy.

If it is economy we are 
talking about, why settle 
for pennies? How about a 
50-story luxury apartment 
building or a Macy’s? They 
are hereby challenged to 
state publicly whether they 
would support a stadium 
or other private business 
interests in Central, Bronx 
or Prospect parks for so-
called economic reasons. 
One should not hold his or 
her breath waiting for an 
answer.

Term limits will rid us 
of Marshall but not Peralta 
and Moya, whose support 
for MLS makes it clear 
their rhetoric about caring 
for the poor and the middle 
class is empty and speaks 

more of an affinity with 
the rich and the privileged. 
Recognition that urban 
parks are a resource that 
cannot be replaced should 
be an important election is-
sue, and one seeking public 
office who does not support 
that should not be elected 
and those already in office 
should be denied re-elec-
tion.

The public must be 
alert to politicians’ at-
tempts to beguile them 
with justification for their 
failure to protect the park 
by claiming Flushing 
Meadows is different from 
other parks. This snake oil 
must be rejected because 
there is nothing in the City 
Charter that designated the 
park as “different.” This is 
a phony claim manufac-
tured by Donald Manes, 
a former discredited bor-

ough president who wanted 
to turn the park into an-
other Meadowlands sports 
complex, presumably to be 
named after himself.

This charade had been 
followed year after year 
by intellectually bankrupt 
politicians more interested 
in real estate moguls and 
private business interests 
than the poor and middle-
class users of the park.

It is to be noted that 
Donovan Finn, a SUNY 
Stony Brook professor of 
urban policy and environ-
mental design, was correct 
to point out that there is no 
such thing as parkland in 
disrepair since it should be 
repaired and made usable 
as parkland. He was also 
correct to point out that 
replacing Flushing Mead-
ows land with decrepit land 
elsewhere and not even con-

tiguous to the park is unac-
ceptable.

There is other non-
Flushing Meadows land 
elsewhere available for a 
stadium, but why should 
that interest wealthy soc-
cer club owners who would 
rather have free public 
parkland than pay for prop-
erty in the open market?

Unless the public 
wakes up and demands 
the end to the continual 
desecration to this park, 
Manes’ dream may become 
a reality and bring an end 
to a much-needed and -used 
park so vital to our commu-
nity.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Comptroller plans to remove PCBs

R
ecently, I proposed 
that the city issue 
Green Apple Bonds 
to get the thousands 

of toxic PCB-carrying light 
fixtures out of our public 
schools.

PCBs are known car-
cinogens that are in the 
outdated light fixtures 
that hang over the heads of 
our students, teachers and 
school employees. A prod-
uct of a bygone era, these 
toxins exist in 772 public 
school buildings.

In Queens, PCB-carry-
ing light fixtures exist in IS 
238, IS 25, MS 53, PS 223 and 
PS 79, among others.

The city plans to re-
move these light fixtures 
by 2021, but that is unac-
ceptable. That is our opin-
ion and the determination 
of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

My proposed Green 
Apple Bonds would rid 
our school buildings of 
toxic light fixtures by 2015 

— six years ahead of the 
city’s schedule. It would 
also lower the city’s car-
bon footprint and boost its 
economy.

It would eliminate the 
harmful PCBs by replacing 
light fixtures at 772 public 
school buildings citywide 
and turn these schools into 
green buildings by upgrad-
ing their heating and cool-
ing systems, replacing old 
boilers, and installing new 
smart meters, thereby cre-
ating 3,000 jobs.

All this can be done 
while saving city taxpayers 
$719 million over the life of 
the bonds from energy effi-
ciency, lower interest rates 
and federal subsidies for 
energy conservation. The 
savings will far outweigh 
the expected $380 million 
cost of the bonds.

Every day, our chil-
dren, teachers and school 
workers are at risk that a 
crack in a light fixture will 
leak PCBs into the class-

room. Parents should not 
be forced to send their chil-
dren to schools where over-
head light fixtures threaten 
to ooze toxic juice.

In the wake of Super-
storm Sandy, we are aware 
of the deadly effects of cli-
mate change and that we 
must do more to battle its 
effects.

Green Apple Bonds 
will make schools safer and 
save tax dollars, but we will 
also be reducing the city’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by an additional 1.4 million 
metric tons through 2021 — 
47 percent more than the 
city’s current plan.

I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in 
City Hall and City Council 
to make Green Apple Bonds 
a reality.

John Liu
City Comptroller

Manhattan

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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T
he 1923 New Year’s 
celebrations prom-
ised to be a “hip-hip 
hooray” affair. In the 

past month, police estimat-
ed $10 million in contra-
band liquor had been smug-
gled into New York from 
ships and through Canada. 
More than 200,000 reserva-
tions were booked at cel-
ebrations in hotels with an 
additional 100,000 expected 
at smaller clubs. To moni-
tor the city that evening, 
only 20 prohibition agents 
were available.

●

In a Dec. 20 speech, en-
gineer Gustav Lindenthal, 
builder of both the Hell 
Gate and Queensboro bridg-

es, suggested converting 
elevated train structures 
that covered many of the 
avenues in the city to high-
ways. Under his proposal, 
two vehicular viaducts over 
56th and 58th streets would 
converge at 60th Street and 
Second Avenue, feeding 
traffic to Queens over the 
Queensboro Bridge.

For a small toll, a lim-
ited access overhead road 
from New Jersey to Long 
Island City could be possi-
ble. The expressway, which 
he called “noiseless, clean,” 
could accommodate 100,000 
vehicles a day.

Lindenthal, president 
of the Hudson River Bridge 
Co., was seeking public 

support to build perhaps 
the largest bridge ever at-
tempted: the Hudson River 
Bridge. The size of the un-
dertaking simply dwarfed 
the financial resources of 
the time.

It was never built. A 
decade before, then-Mayor 
William Gaynor created a 
stir when he sarcastically 
called an elevated line, 
proposed for sparsely popu-
lated Elmhurst, Jackson 
Heights and Corona, as the 
“cornfield line.”

In 1923, newspapers 
in Queens crowed that he 
would be surprised at the 
“crop” of single- and two-
family homes as well as 
apartment buildings that 
had all but covered those 
communities in the inter-
vening decade. Jackson 
Heights, formerly called 
Leverich Farms, saw hun-
dreds of houses built. They 
were occupied as quickly as 
they were completed.

●

On Dec. 7, the Jamaica 
Local Board, an early form 
of a community board, 
adopted a resolution sug-
gesting that the city Board 
of Estimate acquire land 
for a proposed Alley Park. 
Several hundred acres in 
Bayside, Douglaston and 
Creedmoor were already 
owned by the Long Island 
Rail Road or the city.

Several hundred resi-
dents of Queens presented 
to the Board of Estimate a 
petition signed by 10,000 

people urging the construc-
tion of a subway along 
Queens Boulevard between 
Long Island City and Ja-
maica. The communities 
of Woodside, Winfield, 
Elmhurst, Nassau Heights, 
Richmond Hill and Mas-
peth were represented by 
16 organizations.

●

On Dec. 14, the head of 
the Brooklyn Ash Removal 
Company, Charles Murphy, 
responded with stony si-
lence when the district at-
torney’s office questioned 
him on the company’s 
failure to address the com-
munity’s concerns that the 
“smoky, smelly, fly-infest-
ed” Flushing Meadow dump 
was a public nuisance.

Among other things, 
ash cinders and coal, saw-
dust, broken crockery, 
street sweepings, oyster 
and clam shells, sewer 
catch basins, old shoes, 
mattresses, bottles, paper, 

carpets, straw, pruned 
shrubs, horse manure and 
stable refuse were legally 
dumped there.

●

On Dec. 15, the pub-
lic has its first chance to 
see renderings for the new 
Queens Boulevard. Clif-
ford Moore, consulting en-
gineer for Queens, likened 
the highway to the great av-
enues of the world: Avenue 
des Champs-Élyées of Par-
is, the Grand Concourse in 
the Bronx or Eastern Park-
way in Brooklyn.

Four rows of shade 
trees, a total of 10,420 sap-
lings, along with special 
lanes for trolleys, a center 
limited access road and two 
outer service roads would 
make the highway a state-
of-the-art transportation 
corridor.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Plan for Queens Boulevard fi rst proposed back in 1923

Help given to Sandy victims embodies spirit of the season

F
or many years, I had 
a habit of doing two 
things during Decem-
ber. One was to walk 

up Fifth Avenue, from my 
office near Union Square, 
to gawk at the wonderful 
holiday windows.

To me, Lord & Taylor 
was always the best, as 
good as the others were. 
One year, Saks Fifth Av-
enue had a display based 
on the book “The Velveteen 
Rabbit,” written in 1922. 
A friend had given me her 
copy after she had read it 
with her son and, softy that 

I am, I cried at the end. I 
choked up at the end of the 
fine display at Saks and if 
anyone was upset, I did not 
and do not care. It is, to me, 
a classic story and worth 
reading many times.

The other habit was to 
read “A Christmas Carol” 
by Charles Dickens. Some 
sections I would read aloud, 
especially the chilling end 
of the visit of the Ghost of 
Christmas Present. If you 
want to know about the 
world then and now, read 
“A Christmas Carol” and 
think about what Dickens 
was telling his public and 
us.

There have been many 
films of this story, but the 
best in my and Elaine’s 
opinion is the post-war 
black and white version 
with Alastair Sim as 
Ebenezer Scrooge. It is true 

to the book and worth see-
ing many times.

I may have re-read 
Dickens by the time this 
is printed, but age and in-
firmities keep me from my 
Fifth Avenue perambula-
tion. The memories re-
main.

I am also reminded at 
this time of year of “Bleak 
House,” an epic work by 
Dickens, full of insights 
into the world and its in-
habitants. One, Mrs. Jelly-
by, is a “telescopic philan-
thropist.” She is concerned 
about the lot of peoples in 
distant lands, but she dis-
dains to even notice the 
squalor, ignorance and 
crime surrounding her in 
London.

At this holiday season, 
what lingers most in my 
mind, is the way people and 
governments came togeth-

er after the catastrophe of 
Sandy and its aftermath. 
Elaine and I lost power and 
communications for four 
to six days, but we were 
spared damage and we were 
at home. Everyone in this 
small condo was concerned 
about neighbors and helped 
as needed.

The realization of 
what has happened to our 
neighbors in so many parts 
of this region will continue 
for some time, as it should. 

It reminds us of our human 
obligation to help others, 
as so many are doing. And 
not just others who look or 
think or speak as we do.

In a parable, there was 
a Samaritan — we have 
added “good” to the name 
but it is not in the text — 
who came across a gravely 
injured man, not a Samari-
tan, whom others, possibly 
of his own persuasion, had 
seen and passed by. The 
Samaritan — look them up 

to find out how they were 
perceived in those days — 
helped a fellow human. He 
did not ask about color or 
religion. He fulfilled a hu-
man obligation to help.

He is a model for all of 
us; Mrs. Jellyby is not.

So many have helped 
strangers in this disaster. 
So many more, I hope, will 
do so now and in the fu-
ture.

It makes me believe 
that, despite all, we enter 
the new year with hope 
and a certain amount of 
joy, which I wish to you 
all. Wherever he is, I feel 
certain Tiny Tim joins in 
those wishes.

Please follow my 
blog, No Holds Barred, at 
timesledger.com.

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

Read “A Christmas Carol” and think 
about what Charles Dickens was telling 

his public and us.

Original 
renderings of 

the thoroughfare 
promised four 

rows of trees and 
trolley lanes.
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QUALIFY AND GET T-MOBILE® SERVICE WITH A 
DISCOUNT OF AT LEAST $10 A MONTH

T-Mobile keeps you connected affordably.

Are you eligible?
You may qualify based on your income or if you’re currently eligible to receive public assistance 
such as Medicaid, Food Stamps (SNAP) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Your eligibility 
varies by state. If you’re a resident of federally recognized Tribal Lands, you may qualify for 
additional discounts. 
 

See if you qualify and learn how to apply
by visiting www.T-Mobile.com/lifeline

or call 1-800-937-8997.

Discounted wireless service is provided under the Lifeline assistance program. Lifeline is a 
government assistance program that provides only eligible consumers with discounted service that is 
���������	��
�	�������������
�	������������	����	��	������	�����������	�������	��	������������	��
of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals living at the same address that share 
income and expenses. T-Mobile offers Lifeline service only in areas where the company has Eligible 
�	�	��������������������	������������������������	��������������
�������	���	�������	�����	�	���
services available from T-Mobile USA, Inc. at www.T-Mobile.com.

Basic plan includes:
� 145 Whenever Minutes®

���500 Night Minutes + 
500 Weekend Minutes

��Nationwide 4G Network

���Additional minutes for $.05 each

���$19.99/mo. before Lifeline discount

Limited time offer; subject to change. Taxes and fees additional; other fees may apply. Domestic only. Coverage: Coverage not available everywhere. 
Nights and Weekends: Weekends are midnight Friday to midnight Sunday, and nights are 9:00 p.m. to 6:59 a.m. Monday–Friday, based upon start 
time of call. Time of call usually based on location of equipment transmitting call; if location is not available, time of call based on time zone associated 
with your phone number. Network Management: Data traffic of Premium and Ultra plans will be prioritized over other currently offered plans during 
periods of congestion. Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network or ability 
to provide quality service to other users, or significant roaming. See brochures and Terms and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at 
www.T-Mobile.com for additional information regarding T-Mobile service and products, including important limitations on availability and reliability of  
9-1-1 emergency service when using Wi-Fi Calling. © 2012 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Charles Kidd, the for-
mer York College president 
who broadened the school’s 
reach  in southern Queens, 
died last week at the age of 
76.

Kidd was York’s fourth 
president, serving from 
1996-2002, and a lifelong ad-
vocate of providing educa-
tion to minority youths.

“During Dr. Kidd’s 
tenure, new academic pro-
grams were added and new 
community partnerships 
forged,” Marcia Keizs, the 
current president of York 
College, said. “President 
Kidd extended the college’s 
reach into Far Rockaway 
to bring that area of our 
Queens community into 
the CUNY fold. It was also 
under his stewardship that 
the CUNY Aviation Insti-
tute at York College was 
born from a partnership 
between the college and the 
Port Authority of New York 
& New Jersey.”

Kidd was born Aug. 9, 
1936, in Washington, D.C., 

and as a young student he 
excelled in technical scienc-
es, earning a scholarship to 
Case Institute of Technol-
ogy in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
a degree in civil engineer-
ing. After serving in the 
U.S. Air Force, he obtained 
a Ph.D. in environmental 
health sciences from the 
University of Michigan, 
where he held the position 
of assistant professor of ra-
diological health.

He was selected as the 
University of Michigan’s 
associate vice president for 
student affairs in 1971 and 
the following year he estab-
lished a black student cul-
tural center.   After leaving 
Michigan in 1972, he and 
his wife moved to Chicago, 
where Kidd worked on the 
Illinois Board of Higher 
Education and later as the 
president of Olive Harvey 
College and then the vice 
president at Chicago State 
University.

His passion for minor-
ity education led him to 
Florida A&M University, 
where he served as the dean 

of the College of Engineer-
ing, Sciences, Technology 
and Agriculture. There he 
successfully won millions 
of dollars in grants for the 
school and established sev-
eral scholarship funds.

When Kidd got to York 
in 1996, he had already built 
a reputation as an academic 
and an administrator.

“He taught for many 
years. Most of his profes-
sional life was as an admin-
istrator,” Ronald Thomas, 
York’s vice president for ad-
ministrative affairs, said. 
“I think by the time he got 
to York he was a seasoned 
administrator with very 
strong ties to faculty and 
research.”

During his time at 
York, Kidd spearheaded 
efforts to develop pipeline 
programs for students in 
southeast Queens high 
schools to make their way 
to the college and with the 
assistance of his wife cre-
ated the York College Quilt 
Committee.

Ex-York President Kidd dies at 76

This year, put some Kohl’s in someone’s stocking.
The department store is one of several shops at Rego Center, which is 

noted for having “the best value shopping in Queens.” 
Kohl’s carry something for everyone on your gift list — men, women, 

and children. There’s clothing, shoes, housewares, toys, and accessories. 
Pricing is always appealing, and when coupled with a Kohl’s coupon, you’re 
talking real value for your money. 

Rego Center has an array of stores, all designed to help you find ideal gifts 
for the holidays  and make the most of your shopping dollars. We’re talking 
favorites such as Costco, Century 21, Sears, Marshalls, Staples, T.J. Maxx, 
Ulta Beauty, The Vitamin Shoppe, Sprint, T-Mobile, Pearl Vision, Mandee, 
Bed, Bath & Beyond, Toys R Us, Babies R Us, Payless, and the Burlington 
Coat Factory.  Shop for everything on your children’s gift list at Toys R Us, 
check out the designer names at Century 21, and buy some new tools for 
the men at Sears. Imagine a new cellphone under the tree. Shop for holiday 
clothes. Brighten up your home with new towels, dishes, and glassware. 
Stock up on gift wrapping paper, cards, and paper goods. Stuff the stockings 
with DVDs. With so many stores, it’s easy to find the ideal gift for everyone 
— and get what you need to make your holidays merry, too. 

Join Costco, and save on items such as appliances, computers, printers, 
electronics, furniture, jewelry, pet supplies, and health and beauty items, all 
year long. While you shop, admire Rego Center’s beautiful surroundings, as 
new this year, the halls have been decked with holly and lots more. There’s 
an 18-foot Christmas tree, a menorah, and lots of beautiful wreaths and 
garland. It makes shopping for the season so much more festive and fun.  

When you’re ready for a bite to eat, unwind at eateries such as Panera, 

noted for its artisan breads, Dallas BBQ Ribs, and Subway sandwiches. 
Enjoy a refreshing smoothie at Red Mango. You’ll be energized and ready to 
continue your shopping adventure. 

While at Rego Center, you can get your grocery shopping done, too. 
Stores such as Costco and Aldi Food Market carry everything you need to 
make your holiday table an inviting one — and you can pick up dinner for 
tonight, too. 

If you’re set to shop until you drop, you can keep your car parked in the 
indoor garage at Rego Center, and take the free shopping shuttle to Queens 
Center. Complimentary transportation is provided every 30 minutes, from 
11 am to 8 pm, during the holiday season. 

Rego Center is truly the one-stop shop for everything. ’Tis the season to 
be jolly, and when everything is this convenient, you really can be jolly. 

Rego Center [96-05 Queens Blvd. at Junction Boulevard in Rego Park, Queens, 
(718) 275–2696, www.RegoCenter.com]. See website for individual store hours.

One stop shopping at Rego’s
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BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE
The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

Home of the 2003 New York City Little League, Section 3 Champions

Every Monday evening 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Every Saturday morning 11:30am – 12:30 pm

through January 26th, 2013

At the Little League Club House 25-50 Francis Lewis Boulevard in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

REGISTER EARLY, DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!
For ‘Registration Forms’ visit us at www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

2013 – Registration – 2013

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED

Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11:00pm  Saturday 4pm–12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional
Italian Cuisine

We accept all major credit cards

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY DATE.
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southeast Queens 
schools received an early 
Christmas present last 
week when Donovan Rich-
ards, chief of staff to City 
Councilman James Sand-
ers (D-Laurelton), donned 
his red Santa Claus suit 
and presented a $2 million 
check for technology up-
grades to the district’s 25 
schools.

For the past eight years 
Sanders Claus, the council-
man’s holiday alter ego, 
has made the presentation 
but during the final year of 
his Council term the state 
senator-elect passed the 
reins  along to Richards, 
who is running to replace 
his boss.

“The money’s going 
for technology, which a lot 
of our schools don’t have,” 
Richards said. “When we 
started doing this, you 
wouldn’t believe it. A lot of 

these schools didn’t even 
have computers. And some 
were completely wiped out 
by the hurricane and need 
to be made whole again.”

More than 100 excited 
schoolchildren packed the 
auditorium at Laurelton’s 
IS 270, at 233-15 Merrick 
Blvd.,  to share their holiday 
wishes with Kris Kringle.

“I want a flat-screen 
TV and a pool for our 
school,” second-grader Jor-
dan declared, prompting 
uproarious applause from 
his classmates as well as 
from a few teachers.

Principal Chayvonne 
Harper said the $50,000 al-
located to IS 270 would go 
toward buying new Smart 
Boards for classrooms — 
which go for about $4,000 
a pop — and fixing some of 
the existing ones in need of 
repair.

Of course, not every 
Council allocation comes 
with an assembly, and 

Harper said the young-
sters look forward to seeing 
Santa in their school every 
year.

“The kids are really 
excited,” she said. “They’re 
more than ecstatic.”

When asked by Rich-
ards Claus what she wanted 
for Christmas, the soft-spo-
ken principal grew a wide 
smile and said she would 
like a relaxing vacation.

The $2 million was 
spread through schools 
in Rosedale, Laurelton, 
Springfield Gardens and 
Far Rockaway.

Beverley Mitchell, 
principal at the Cynthia 
Jenkins School, said the 
funds would pay for Smart 
Boards, laptops and docu-
ment cameras and PS 132 
Principal Alicia Davis said 
her students would get an 
expansion for their school’s 
science and technology lab.

Sanders’ offi ce spreads $2M
in technology gifts to schools
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P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

Lancman begins campaign for City Council
BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
State Assemblyman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) officially kicked 
off his campaign for City 
Council last week at the 
Local 3 Headquarters in 
Flushing.

More than 100 people 
attended the event, at 67-35 
Parsons Blvd., including 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), chairman 
of the Queens Democratic 
Party, and a number of oth-
er Queens politicians.

In his remarks to the 
crowd, Lancman said that 
with so much turnover ex-
pected in city government 
in 2013 due to term limits, 
it will be important to elect 
leaders who have experi-
ence. The mayor, city comp-
troller, borough presidents 
and about half the mem-
bers of the Council must 
step down in 2013.

“I’m ready to go to City 
Hall and pass laws that are 
important for New Yorkers 

because I’ve done that in 
the New York state Legisla-
ture,” he said at the union 
headquarters.

Lancman has served 
on the Assembly Subcom-
mittee on Workplace Safe-
ty. 

He added that with the 
city facing major hurdles, 
such as repairing infra-
structure after Hurricane 
Sandy, preparing for future 
natural disasters and the 
coping with higher costs 
of living while wages stag-

nate, the government needs 
leaders who are substan-
tive.

Lancman has served 
in the Assembly for the 
last six years, represent-
ing a district that includes 
Flushing, Fresh Meadows 

and Hillcrest. Those neigh-
borhoods overlap with 
the 24th Council District, 
which Lancman hopes to 
represent. Councilman Jim 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) currently holds the 
seat, but he will be term-
limited out of it in 2013.

In a telephone inter-
view with Times Ledger 
Newspapers, Lancman said 
he has received the support 
of many of his fel-
low Democrats in 
his Council bid, a 
shift from the fall 
when he was de-
feated in a hotly contested 
primary for Rep. Gary Ack-
erman’s (D-Bayside) seat.

“Their support and en-
couragement has been very 
heartening,” he said.

He said he has been 
part of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party for the last 25 
years and has worked close-
ly with other party leaders 
and elected officials to help 
Queens. He said he main-
tains relationships with his 

colleagues that go beyond 
political campaigns.

“Sometimes we’ll be on 
the same side in a political 
campaign and sometimes 
we’ll be on different sides,” 
he said.

Lancman was bested 
in the congressional pri-
mary by Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who went on to win the seat 
in the general election. 

But now 
Lancman is look-
ing to 2013. He 
said in the coming 
months he will be 

focusing on building grass-
roots support, knocking on 
doors to make sure people 
know he is running and 
explaining his positions on 
the issues.

“People know me 
very well throughout the 
district,” he said. “People 
know me as an energetic, 
driven legislator and that’s 
what I’m going to be in the 
City Council.”

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman (c.) is joined by state Democratic Committeeman Ted Teng (r.) and 
local Young Democrats for his official City Council campaign kickoff. Photo courtesy Rory Lancman
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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Our Technicians 
Are 
Proven Pros With 
Certification From 
ASE & N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS 
INSPECTION 
STATION

200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  
Repair Service Station  

Please Call  
The BBB (212) 533-6200  

MEMBER 
OF BETTER  
BUSINESS  
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER 
SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

Hoses and Battery

Turn & True Rotors or Drums. Dex Cool 

Anti-Freeze 

Add $10

Only  

$2495

Reg. $29.95

$7995 $9995

$4995Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign &  

Domestic Cars  

Includes:   

IO Point Safety  

Check & Up To 5  

Quarts Motor Oil

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.31.13

Semi-Metallic 

 Add $20

TONY PANVINI
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.31.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.31.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 1.31.13

Rotate tires 
$10  extra

New Anti-Freeze

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
Serving 

Bayside  

For Over 

25 Years

NBA player nets holiday cheer at St. Albans church
BY STEVE MOSCO

Christmas is the sea-
son of giving, and that fact 
was prominently on display 
in St. Albans Saturday.

More than 500 toys and 
gifts landed in the hands of 
children and families who 
needed some cheer this 
weekend at the Majority 
Baptist Church, at 115-21 
Farmers Blvd. The African 
Center for Community Em-
powerment banded together 
with New York Cares, and 
NBA star Royal Ivey to put 
smiles on the community’s 
collective face and fill their 
bellies with food.

“A lot of the children 
and families here are un-
derprivileged and we came 
here to show them that 
someone cares about them 
and they deserve a good 
Christmas,” said Vanda 
Gaspar, with the African 
Center for Community Em-
powerment. “The excite-
ment these kids feel is truly 
amazing.”

The African Center is 
a nonprofit based in south-
east Queens whose goal is 
to empower and develop 
at-risk inner city youths to 
become wholesome, func-
tioning members of society, 
according to Gaspar.

Saywalah Kesselly, the 
executive director of the Af-
rican Center, said the part-
nership with the African 
Center aims to better equip 
neighborhoods like St. Al-
bans to weather hard times 
and come out the other side 
on a positive footing.

“These are tough eco-
nomic times in our coun-
try, with people losing their 
jobs, homes and savings,” 
he said. “When the nation 
sneezes, our community 
catches a severe cold. This 
is a much-needed boost.”

That boost to the holi-
day spirit was shared by 
community members and 
organizations as well as 
clergy, economic develop-
ment representatives and 
one elected official.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
spent the entire day visiting 
residents and celebrating 
the holiday, but he wanted 
to make sure his last stop 
was a Christmas party with 
his constituents.

“It is really heart-
warming to see such self-
lessness this time of year,” 
he said. “[New York Cares 
and the African Center] 
know that this is probably 
going to be the only time 
these kids can celebrate 
and that these are probably 
going to be the only gifts 
they receive. This is a spe-
cial event and very uplift-
ing.”

The sight of towering 
basketball player Royal 
Ivey also uplifted the chil-
dren and families in atten-
dance as the Philadelphia 
76ers guard came back 
home for the holidays. Ivey 
graduated from Benjamin 
Cardozo High School and 
the University of Texas.

“I’m extremely excited 

to once again have the op-
portunity to give back to 
my local community of 
Queens,” said the Harlem-
born, Queens-raised Ivey, 
who has also sponsored The 
Royal Skill Clinic at his for-
mer junior high school, IS 
192, for the past five years.

The children were 
thrilled to learn from an 
NBA player, but one at-
tendee said the greatest les-
son of the night for children 
was to give back to the com-
munity.

“These kids are learn-
ing to give after they re-
ceive,” said Tammie Wil-
liams, a project director 
with the African Center. 
“If someone gives to these 
kids, our hope is that they 
pay it forward to someone 
else.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

NBA player Royal Ivey greets brothers Keyshawn, 4, and Dillyn 
Pollydore, 7. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Flushing woman performed illegal surgery: DA
BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing resident 
who decorated her home 
like a doctor’s office and 
performed a buttocks en-
hancement procedure in-
volving Krazy Glue sent 
one woman to the hospital 
and may have caused a 
lifelong medical problem, 
Queens’ top prosecutor said 
last Thursday.

 And according to a 
plastic surgeon at a bor-
ough hospital, it is a prob-
lem he sees all too often.

Liliana Coello, 39, of 
42-29 157th St., was charged 
with assault, reckless en-
dangerment and unauthor-
ized practice of medicine 
in Queens Criminal Court, 
according to prosecutors, 
after she injected a 40-year-
old woman’s buttocks with 
multiple substances.

“The defendant alleg-
edly exploited the vanity of 
her customer by pretending 
to be qualified to perform a 

procedure that, in fact, may 
only legally be performed 
in New York state by a li-
censed medial profession-
al,” said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 
“This is a serious crime 
that could have had fatal 
consequences for the vic-
tim had she not sought le-
gitimate medial assistance. 
Even doing so, she remains 
in a potentially life-threat-
ening condition.”

Coello faces seven 
years in jail if convicted, 
according to Brown.

On Nov. 1, Coello told 
a woman who came to her 
makeshift office it would 
cost $2,500 for the buttocks 
enhancement procedure, 
according to Brown, and 
the alleged faux physician 
knocked $200 off the price 
before injecting what real 
doctors later determined 
was either silicone or par-
affin into each of the wom-
an’s buttocks, according to 
the DA.

Things did not go well, 
and after the woman expe-
rienced pain and seepage 
for several days running, 

she returned to Coello, who 
purportedly injected the 
woman again with penicil-
lin and another substance, 

then tried to seal the leak-
ing injection sites with 
Krazy Glue, according to 
Brown.

The woman went to the 
hospital and was diagnosed 
with a massive infection, 
along with some potentially 
life-threatening issues like 
gangrene, possibly cancer 
 and complications to blood 
circulations that may nev-
er be resolved, according to 
the DA.

Dr. Norman Godfrey is 
the co-chief of plastic sur-
gery at New York Hospital 
Queens, and says this is 
the point where he and his 
team have to take over.

“This is a huge prob-
lem,” Godfrey said. “But 
this is part of a larger prob-
lem of people not using good 
judgment to make sure 
things are being done in a 
proper manner by quali-
fied people.”

People have arrived at 
the hospital injected with 
brake fluid or caulking 

silicone used to seal plumb-
ing fixtures, Godfrey said. 
And it can have terrible 
consequences. Sometimes 
the alien material, infected 
with bacteria, has to be 
removed from the body by 
cutting out the tissue it is 
embedded in, causing mas-
sive disfiguration in some 
cases.

Most people are drawn 
into off-the-radar opera-
tions like the one allegedly 
run by Coello because of 
price, Godfrey said. 

The surgeon urged 
anyone thinking of getting 
a procedure to stick with 
a licensed professional for 
safety’s sake.

“When you’re operat-
ing in the back of a hair 
salon in Astoria, who is 
checking you out?” he 
asked. “Nobody”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Liliana Coello Photo courtesy NYPD
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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2012 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Winter 2012 - 2013 Service Changes

There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St on the following weekends:

Dec:  28-31 
Jan:  4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 25-28 
Feb:  1-4, 8-11, 15-19*, 22-25 
Mar:  1-4, 8-11, 15-18, 22-25

11:45PM Friday to 5AM Monday

*This service change continues through President’s Day. 
Service resumes Tuesday, February 19 at 5AM.

Travel Alternatives:
 Take the  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

 Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

  Free shuttle buses provide alternate service to/from Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

Note:  service extended to Ditmars Blvd on Saturdays  from 7AM to 9PM and on Sundays from 9AM to 7PM.

For service to/from: 
 Times Sq-42 St: Transfer between the  and the  at Queensboro Plaza.

 42 St-Port Authority: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

 5 Av: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

  Grand Central-42 St: Take the  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the   
or , or take the at 74 St/Roosevelt Av to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your  
destination safely and easily. For details, go to mta.info, or download the free Weekender app to your iPhone or Android. 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 27, 2012-J

AN. 2, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

NE

25

CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420  
�������	
��������������������

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take  or Q37.  
Take our free shuttle from the LIRR/Jamaica  
Station. Access via    trains. 

��������������	����������	�����	����������!��������	
�"����	��#�����$�����������	����%�&�����

CHEERS TO 2013! 
NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH   

PLUS DJ Tommy Nappi with  
accompanying percussionist! 

Tickets are $40 per person (available 

via  at RWNewYork.com or at 

the 1st������������	
������ 

2,500 points to be redeemed at  

Genting Rewards desk.  

'�&%����������	&%��&%��!���������	� 
&%��������&�!��&(����&�)���%�&%�)� 

�!����%���%���&(������*�#	������	� 
��	�����(�	���%��	�&��������������+��5*

FEATURING

at

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2012 
9pm – 1am

6��%���	�#�&%��8%��9
Nobody serves you better.

AC &
HEATING

SALES

reliable
convenient
automatic
delivery

GET THE OIL HEAT 
SERVICE AND 
ENERGY SAVINGS 
YOU WANT 
THIS WINTER.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. DCP-HOD.366. CT Lic. 390819-S1, Nassau Lic. No. H2407280000. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 4510-RP, 45411-RP, PA035150, MD Lic. No. 30490123. HVAC Master Lic. No. 13048. ©2012 Champion Energy. CH_12023

877.844.6868
lewisoil.com

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A former music teach-
er at IS 59 in Springfield 
Gardens who lavished ex-
pensive gifts upon a teen-
age girl he met in his wife’s 
Brooklyn church choir 
was arrested last week on 
charges he carried on a sex-
ual relationship with the 
girl, officials said.

Vaughn McKinney, 
58, was removed from the 
classroom at IS 59 in June 
after a report by the city 
 special commissioner of 
investigation’s office  rec-
ommended its findings to 
the Brooklyn and Queens 
district attorneys’ offices, 
according to the city De-
partment of Education.

“He has already been 
removed from the school, 
and we are seeking his ter-
mination,” a DOE spokes-
man said.

The SCI is part of the 
city Department of Inves-
tigation and operates inde-
pendently of the DOE.

McKinney is still re-
ceiving his $83,642 salary 
while the department pro-
ceeds through the notori-
ously lengthy and conten-
tious process of arbitration. 
And while the teacher has 
been charged with third-
degree rape — intercourse 
with someone under the 
age of 16 — SCI investiga-
tors were unable to deter-
mine if the girl was 16 or 17 

when the sexual relation-
ship began.

McKinney began work-
ing as a regular substitute 
teacher in Brooklyn in 1993 
and was appointed to his 
position at IS 59 in 2002.

His wife, a teacher in 
Brooklyn, was a longtime 
member of the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Church, where 
the girl had been in the 
choir for about four years.

The investigation be-
gan in March when the girl 
was 17. The student’s moth-
er contacted SCI and said 
she first learned of the rela-
tionship when contacted by 
her church pastor, accord-
ing to the office’s report.  
She discovered that McK-
inney had been paying her 
daughter for sex since she 
was 16, but the girl refused 
to cooperate when her par-
ents took her to the police, 

the report said. 
The girl’s parents and 

her pastor became suspi-
cious when she started 
showing up with new 
clothes and an iPad.

When confronted by 
her father, the teenager told 
him the relationship began 
when she told McKinney 
she wanted a new phone, 
but could not afford it.

McKinney told her, “If 
I get you the cellphone, you 
know what you have to do 
for it,” the father told inves-
tigators.

The girl told investiga-
tors she had sex with McK-
inney 12 to 15 times during 
the year, including illicit 
rendezvous at his Brooklyn 
home on Sundays when his 
wife was gone as well as at 
the Surfside Motel in How-
ard Beach.

The alleged relation-
ship had ended by January.

Ex-Spg Gardens teacher
accused of underage sex

VAUGHN MCKINNEY

The girl’s 
parents and 

pastor became 
suspicious when 

she had new 
clothes and an 

iPad.
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Starts Wednesday, January 5th 2013

SAVE 20-70%
on all boots, seasonal & select shoes in stockon all boots, seasonal & select shoes in stocko s s

(cannot be combined with any other offer or previous purchases. Special orders not included)

www.turnpikeshoes.com

Sale ends Saturday, January 12, 2013 

| |

0133
WINTER SALE

Starts Wednesday, January 5th 20S a ned sdaWWWWWWs WWWWWeWWWWWWWWWWWWWW 5yy a 2aSt t W d d J 5th 20S dWWWWWWWWWWWWW 2

FREE GIFT
Bring this ad to redeem 

your gift while supplies last 

Avella opposes mayor’s Million Trees effort
BY PHIL CORSO

A northeast Queens lawmak-
er has planted a thorn in Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s agenda, pro-
posing to put a halt to the city’s 
Million Trees project.

In a letter to the mayor, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
criticized the city’s maintenance 
of trees already rooted in the bor-
ough, using Hurricane Sandy as a 
primary example.

“It was clearly evident from 
Hurricane Sandy that most of the 
damage, other than direct flood-
ing, was the cause of downed city 
trees,” Avella said in the letter. 
“As you should know, the fallen 
trees caused fatalities, severe 
damages to homes and property, 
as well as causing a significant 
portion of the power outages.”

Avella held a press confer-
ence in Floral Park earlier this 
month on a suburban street where 
he said unkept trees were most 
evident after the storm. Commu-
nity leaders rallied around the 
senator, adding that they would 
like more of a say in the upkeep 

of trees directly affecting their 
homes in events such as Super-
storm Sandy.

After meeting with hom-
eowners throughout the region, 
the state senator said he compiled 
a list of recommendations for the 
city Parks Department to reform 
how it manages its green.

“Almost every homeowner I 
spoke to with tree damage indi-
cated that they had been trying 
to get the city to remove or prune 
the tree for years,” Avella said.

The Parks Department did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

Of those recommendations, 
Avella said the city must act im-
mediately to put a halt on its Mil-
lion Trees project, which aims to 
plant 1 million new trees through-
out the city over the next decade 
— 500,000 of which were designat-
ed for Queens. The project has al-
ready planted more than 640,000 
trees, according to its website, 
with more than 126,500 of them 
already in Queens.

“It is outrageous that the city 
continues the policy goal of plant-

ing a million trees while there is 
a clear inability to properly main-
tain the trees that are currently 
planted,” Avella said.

In his letter to the mayor, 
Avella suggested that the city al-
low homeowners to prune trees 
in front of their home, regardless 
of whether or not they belong to 
the city. He also recommended 
that more funding should be allo-
cated toward stump removal and 
tree pruning throughout the five 
boroughs.

Additionally, the senator pro-
posed the city form a tree policy 
review committee with indepen-
dent arborists who would oversee 
tree maintenance.

“The city needs to do a far 
better job at maintaining the trees 
that are already planted,” Avella 
said. “Going forward, there needs 
to be a concrete plan in place to 
address this serious problem.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.State Sen. Tony Avella criticizes the city for failing to properly maintain its trees 

in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
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Our Student of Distinction for December is 
Shantall Andrews, who is a senior at Humanities 
and Arts High School. Just recently, it has been 
announced that Shantall will be the Valedictorian 
for the 2013 Graduating Class.

The subject Shantall is most interested in and 
for which she has a true passion is mathematics. 
Last year, Shantall attended Time 2000: 
Celebrating Mathematics Teaching at Queens 
College. Time 2000 is a program designed 
for students who love both mathematics and 
helping people learn. Exemplary mathematics 
teachers give presentations in mathematical 
investigations and explorations. Shantall found 
the conference to be inspiring: Currently she 
tutors students in Algebra every Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoon. For her own development 
in mathematics, Shantall is one of the few 
select students studying Pre-Calculus.

Mathematics is not the only subject in 
which Shantall excels. Her overall grade 
point average and consistent dedication to 
her studies have resulted in her membership 
to ARISTA National Honor Society. But while 
she excels in all subjects, Shantall’s love for 
mathematics has helped steer her toward 
pursuing a degree in accounting in the future. 
Toward that end, Shantall has applied to St. 
John’s University, Fordham, and Baruch. 

Shantall is also active as a participating 
member of the Student Council.  Her most 
prominent role on the Student Council is 

project manager for fundraising events. She 
has represented Humanities and Arts HS at 
High School fairs, and has been instrumental 
in collecting coats for the needy. With the 
advent of Hurricane Sandy and its impact 
in southern Queens, Shantall has been busy 
collecting essentials for those adversely 
affected by the storm. 

Among the many activities Shantall 
participates in is Summit Peer Leader program. 
This program enables students to attend 
workshops and receive leadership training. 
She has shared the training and information 
received with freshmen new to Humanities 
and Arts High School. As a result of her skills, 
Shantall has assisted incoming freshmen in 
getting a head start in high school.

Shantall also participates in A&E Networks 
Awareness Intern program. A&E Networks 
is the school’s Mentor business through the 
Pencil Program. The program was founded by 
a former graduate, Abbe Ravin, who is now 

Chief Executive Offi cer of A&E Networks. 
Mr. Ravin graduated from the school and his 
mother worked in the school while he was 
growing up.  Shantall interns at A&E Networks 
once monthly and interacts with a variety of 
employees. She explores different careers 
available through the entertainment fi eld. 

After school Shantall volunteers at Queens 
Library in Hollis. She was also a volunteer 
receptionist at Agoci Entertainment Studio. 
Agoci Entertainment was founded for the 
advancement of Haitian Arts and Culture in the 
United States. At the center, Shantall tutored 
children in mathematics and reading.

Shantall also possesses a musical talent. She 
plays the fl ute in the Marching/Concert Band. 
Over the course of her participation in the 
Marching/Concert Band Shantall has played 
in the Greek Independence Day Parade, 
Memorial Day Parade, Israel Independence 
Day Parade, and Dance Parade on Fifth 
Avenue. Currently, the Marching/Concert 
Band is raising money to fi nance a trip to 
Disney World where they will perform.

Shantall admires and has adopted one of 
the philosophies of writer Maya Angelou, who 
states “When you get, you give, and when you 
learn, you teach.” Shantall says, “My parents 
taught me that if you want something you have 
to work smart. You can’t wait around for things 
to happen.” She also commented “I love my 
school. The teachers are very involved with us.” 

Given Shantall’s commitment to excellence 
whether it be in academics, volunteer work 
or music, it is not surprising that educators are 
quick to praise her. Principal O’Mard said it most 
eloquently perhaps: “Shantell is an outstanding 
student; period.” We extend our congratulations 
to Shantall Andrews as she continues along her 
successful path.  - by Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

SHANTELL ANDREWS
DECEMBER 2012
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
HUMANITIES AND 
THE ARTS H.S.
CAMBRIA HEIGHTS, NY

*New York Community Bancorp has been rated the Top Performing Large
Thrift in the U.S. for 2011 among thrifts with $5.0 billion or more in assets,

as reported by SNL Financial.©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
718-448-7272                            www.myNYCB.com
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220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428

718.740.2524 topbingony.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

For More Information: Contact Barry Kessler, (516) 315-5305

The Rev. Al Sharpton speaks at the Springfield Community Church Sunday during a special 
service to support the Sean Elijah Bell Community Center, which plans to close at the end of 
the year as directors seek future sources of funding. Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

In many ways, Cheryl Lodi-
co’s new novel, “Escape from the 
Maelstrom,” is as much a trib-
ute to her grandmother as it is a 
work of historical fiction.

“The protagonist, Karina, 
embodies the courage, strength, 
kindness, compassion and great 
capacity to love that my grand-
mother always possessed,” says 
Lodico, discussing her novel’s 
heroine Karina Kikorov. Lodico 
adds that love for her grand-
mother is abundantly evident 
within the pages of the novel.

A longtime Whitestone resi-
dent who taught English on Long 
Island’s South Shore until retir-
ing in 1996, Lodico’s latest novel 
incorporates background infor-
mation from World War I, the 
Russian Revolution and America 
in the early 19th century.

Noting that her 16th and 
latest self-published book is par-
tially autobiographical, Lodico 
explained how her family came 
to the United States from Odessa, 
Russia in the 1890s. “The book’s 
heroine, Karina Kikorov, was 
modeled after my own grand-
mother who lived through the 
pogroms in Odessa and escaped 
from Russia at age 16,” she says.

Set in Moscow in 1912, 
Lodico’s book of historical fic-
tion, released earlier this year, 

follows the journey of a plucky 
Jewish woman who was forced 
to escape her native Russia due 
to religious persecution.

Lodico recalled that her an-
cestors were compelled to “run 
out of the country” because they 
were Jewish and were generally 
mistreated.

However, despite her fami-
ly’s difficult times in Russia deal-
ing with issues of persecution, 
Lodico maintains that the coun-
try is still intriguing. “Reading 
about the Russian countryside is 
very interesting. When you read 
about it, you actually feel you’re 
on the land and can experience 
the terrain,” she says.

In addition to fashioning the 
book’s plot from her own grand-
mother’s experiences, Lodico, 
who attended Queens College 
and wrote her thesis on influen-
tial poets Robert Browning and 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 
kept her novel a family affair by 
tapping her grandchildren for 
the names of several characters.

Although most of her books 
were written in the last decade, 
Lodico recalled that she began 
writing earlier in her career in 
the ’70s and ’80s, but was forced 
to shelve many of her ideas due 
to her busy teaching schedule. 
She taught at Lawrence Middle 

Whitestone author Cheryl Lodico taps 
her experience in the classroom to help 
her readers learn about novel writing

Continued on Page 37

NETimesLedger, Dec. 27, 2012 - Jan. 2, 2013

Cheryl Lodico, a Whitestone 
resident and former school 
teacher, has penned her 16th 
self-published novel, “Escape 
from the Maelstrom.” 

Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

Entering the new exhi-
bition at the Museum of the 
Moving Image in Astoria is 
like warping into another 
dimension in time and 
space. A dark room on the 
third floor glimmers with 
arcade games and large 
projection screens, but they 
aren’t just there to behold. 
“Spacewar! Video Games 
Blast Off” celebrates the 50 
years that have passed since 
the creation of Spacewar!, 
the first digital video game, 
following a timeline of 21 
classic games that patrons 
are able to actively take on.

Spacewar! itself is 
available to play on a model 
of the PDP-1 (Programmed 
Data Processor-1) comput-
er, which provides a point 
of origin for the exhibit. 
Among the likes of arcade 
games such as Space In-
vaders (1978), Atari’s Yars’ 
Revenge (1982), and Super 
Nintendo’s Starfox (1993), 

are more current games 
like Osmos for the iPad, 
Super Mario Galaxy for 
Wii, and Halo 4 for Xbox. 

But they weren’t simply 
chosen at random. Each se-
lection was carefully made 
to model physics, science 

fiction, and the evolution of 
shooting as a staple of the 
medium. Each of the games 
also emulates the “Theory 

of Computer Toys,” a three-
pronged manifesto written 
by the creators of Space-
war! at MIT in 1961.

Curator John Sharp, 
a professor of Games and 
Learning at Parsons The 
New School for Design in 
Manhattan, wants the ex-
hibit to be fun as well as 
educational.

“We’re going to get a 
lot of kids in here,” he says. 
“We’re going to get a lot 
of gamers in here. But we 
don’t just want to speak to 
those folks, we wanted a 
broader audience of people 
to learn about the history 
of one of the more popular 
and important cultural 
forms right now.”

In order to complete 
the hands-on experience, 
there will be additional 
programs including stu-
dent workshops, classes 
and talks with industry in-
novators.

While video games are 
among the more controver-

sial forms of media, the ex-
hibit will assuredly speak 
to the extensive thought 
and research behind them, 
and Sharp, along with Carl 
Goodman, executive direc-
tor of the museum, are sure 
the games’ acceptance in 
the art world will continue 
to grow. Sharp says, “I can 
see why some people have a 
hard time accepting games 
in the gallery and I think 
the best example I can use 
is that painting wasn’t rec-
ognized as an art form for 
a long time, and now it’s 
seen as the pre-eminent 
art form… Video games are 
kind of the same thing.”

IF YOU GO
Spacewar! Video Games 
Blast Off

Museum of the Moving 
Image
36-01 35th Ave.
Astoria
Through March 3

Museum explores video game frontier in Astoria

Answers in Sports

John Sharp, curator of the Museum of the Moving Image’s exhibit “Spacewars! Video Games 
Blast Off,” sits in the chair of the Galaxy Force II game on display at the Astoria museum. 

Photo by Olivia Saperstein
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Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, 

Stuffed Shells, Manicotti-$10.95 
Penne Vodka-$11.95 

Linguini Clam Sauce-$11.25 

Spaghetti Meatballs-$11.95

Dessert
Cheese Cake-$5.95 

Tartufo-$5.95 

Truffles-$5.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque-$5.95 

Garden Salad-$5.95 

Fresh Mozzarella 

and Tomato-$8.95 
Baked Clams-$12.50 

Mussels-$10.95 

Shrimp Cocktail-$8.95 
Assorted Antipasto-$9.75

Entrees
Chicken- Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, 

Marsala, Francese-$15.95 
Veal –Parmigiana, 

Marsala, Picatta-$16.95 
Eggplant Parmigiana 
and Rollatini-$13.95 

Shrimp-Scampi, Parmigiana, 
Bella, Marinara, Fra Diavolo-$16.95 

Tilapia-$15.95 
Calamari Marinara-$14.95 

Seafood Pasta-$18.95 
Chilean Sea Bass-$18.95

5
95

Join us for
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Handsome Little Devils in The Squirm Burpee 
Circus — Queens Theatre presents a special 
holiday theatrical experience for the entire 
family: the Handsome Little Devils in The Squirm 
Burpee Circus, an exhilarating, fantastical 
adventure of classic slapstick comedy, high-skill 
circus acts and a plot straight out of American 
Melodrama. Featuring an eye-catching cast and a 
beautiful, Cirque-like aesthetic.
When: Dec. 27-31, 2 pm and 7 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

The Crucible — Reserve tickets.
When: Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays; Jan. 
3–20
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center, 23-55 Healy 
Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-2632

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

30.  4-H functions
32.  Ending for air or sea
33.  Photo files, in
 computer lingo
35.  Having a good  
 reputation
36.  Exotic dancer
38.  Some may be hidden
39.  A warm heart to 
 heart talk (yiddish)
41.  "Wheel of  Fortune" 
 purchase
42. After-bath powder
43.  "The final frontier"
44.  "Hello Muddah,
 Hello Fadduh!" singer
 Sherman
45.  Dinner bird
47.  "Beetle Bailey" dog
50.  Acted like a sap?
51.  Org. for frequent  
 strikers?
52.  Triage sites, briefly
53.  "Norma ___"

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Dec. 27, 2012 - Jan. 2, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Me(n)tal Work
Across
1. African capital
6. "Haste makes waste,"   
 e.g.
11. On, as a lamp
14. Amount of  evidence?
15. 7 to 10 on the
 Beaufort Scale
16. Chicago-Detroit dir.
17. Where lab dishes
 may be stacked?
19. A patient response?
20. "American Pie"
 destination
21. Dilly-dally
23. Quits working
26. Competent
27. Certain skirts
28. Mother of  mercy?
29. Got the lead out?
30. Abacus part
31. "All the way with
 ___" (political slogan)
34. Big cheese, perhaps
35.  Stop
36. Hogwash
37. Ear prefix
38. Bring up the rear?
39. Fifth Avenue sight
40. Ale alternatives
42. Crowd
43.  Gloom
45.  Critical shortages
46.  Flexible
47.  Lowest ship deck
48.  A pint, maybe
49.  How to flunk an
 ROTC inspection?
54.  Driving support?
55.  Quartz used in marbles
56.  Striped critter
57.  Typical USNA grad.
58.  Man of  La Mancha
59.  Clear, as a disk

Down
1.  Look for answers
2.  "The Sweetheart of
 Sigma ___"
3.  Computer monitor,
 for short
4.  Kicks back, in a way
5.  Became attached to
6.  Moorehead of   
 "Bewitched"
7.  Stun
8.  Baba, for one
9.  French copper
10.  Coop flier
11.  Flop, figuratively
12.  As a whole
13.  Giggle
18.  Nights before the  
 big day
22.  "There once" follower
23.  Sly character?
24.  Part of  TSE
25.  Collectibles, perhaps
26.  Stop
28.  Bridge support

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NEW ENGLAND MENU
P E A R L S L I M B A T
O L L I E P A D U A A L E
L O B S T E R R O L L K E N
I N S E T S K L E E N E X

N E S T S U E D
C A B R E H A B T U B E
A I R E N E R O S T E A L
A D O S R O I E A T A
N E W T S E N L S R N A S

S N E E D I E T S S T S
B E N D D I A S

D R S E U S S C R E O L E
B E E C L A M C H O W D E R
U S A A L L O T N E I N S
S I D S E G S G R E A T

154-11 Powells 
Cove Blvd.

Whitestone, 
NY 11357718.767.3100

From 
4:00pm to 

9:00pm

INCLUDES 
CHAMPAGNE 

TOAST!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
$60 

per 
person

Appetizers
Fried Calamari, 

Eggplant Rollatini 
Baked Clams

Pasta 
(Choice of One)

Angellotti 
with Pomodoro and Basil

Penne alla Vodka

Salad
House Salad 

with Radicchio, Frisee, Endive, 
Plum Tomato and Cucumber 

dressed with Homemade 
Balsamic Vinaigrette

Entrees 
(Choice of One)

Osso Bucco Milanese
Roasted Port Loin Stuff ed 
with Prosciutto, Roasted 

Garlic & Apples

Salmon Pescatore
Tilapia Stuff ed with Crabmeat 

in Champagne Sauce

Pollo Sorrentino
*Entrees served with Roasted 

Potatoes & String Beans

Dessert
Coff ee & Tea

Come Join the Party!
New Year’s Eve at Due Ponti

10:00PM – 2:00 AM
UNLIMITED BUFFET!

UNLIMITED WINE, BEER, SODA & COFFEE!
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

*Tax & Gratuity NOT included

$100 
per 

person*
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School from 1966 to 1996.
Many of Lodico’s oth-

er books have dealt with 
varied topics including 
agoraphobia, panic attack 
and the aftermath of 9/11. 
“I think that people can 
learn a great deal from my 
books,” says Lodico, who 
credits her teaching expe-
rience for helping her to 
write.

While admitting that 
she wanted to be an author 
earlier in her life, Lodico 
explained that her teach-
ing experience proved ulti-
mately invaluable. “I think 
my background as a teacher 
makes me highly qualified 
as an author and moreover 
as an author who can teach 
history via books.”

As an author who 
“loves to write books with 
happy endings,” Lodico 
adds that in the future she 
would like to pursue writ-
ing Harlequin romance 
novels.

“My books carry nice 

themes of life and hope,” 
she says. “I want to share 
my books with as many 
people as possible.”

On her motivation to 
write, Lodico says that “if 
only a few hundred people 
read [her books], it’s still 
worth it,” mainly due to the 
instructional quality of the 
books. She noted that hours 
and hours of meticulous re-
search has gone into all of 
her books.

Asked about her expe-
riences with self-publish-
ing, Lodico says it can be 
tough.

“It’s very difficult. 
Self-publishing houses 
charge you a fee upfront for 
their services and then they 
charge you if you have any 
mistakes in your copy.”

Further, she said that 
making money as a self-
published author isn’t easy.

“I don’t believe I’m 
making much money from 
my books,” she admits. 
“And they take a lot of time 
to write. The initial costs 
vary from company to com-

pany.”
However, Lodico 

added that  Red Lead Press  
and  Outskirts Press  were 
among the most reasonable 
houses with initial fees av-

eraging a few hundred dol-
lars or more.

Reflecting on her writ-
ing, Lodico prefers to take 
a philosophical approach to 
being an author.

“Not everything is 
about money. Not every-
thing can be measured in 
terms of dollars and cents,” 
she says. “I just want to 
share my books with peo-

ple.”
For more information 

on author Cheryl Lodico, 
visit  cheryllodico.com .

CHERYL LODICO
Continued from Page 33

While her latest book is based in historical fiction, some of Cheryl Lodico’s novels involve autobiographical themes, including her experi-
ence after 9/11. Photo by Nat Valentine

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

www.gyroworldnyc.com

Catering Available

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE
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Music for the Christmas 
Season — Angelus Choir and 
Guest Soloists. Directed by 
Izabela Grajner-Partyka. All 
welcome.
When: Jan. 6, 1 pm
Where: St. Josaphat’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 34-32 210th St., 
Bayside
Contact: 718-229-1663
 

KIDS & FAMILY

Claymation workshop — 
Create your own animated 
creature out of clay. For 
children 9 years old and up.
When: Dec. 27–Jan. 1, 2:45 and 
3:45 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Holiday open house — Come 
to the farmhouse, make a craft, 
have some warm cider and 
tour the historic farmhouse all 
dressed up for the holidays.
When: Dec. 27-28, noon–4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 

Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: queensfarm.org

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

Story time — Each week 
children enjoy a selection from 
a different author.
When: Wednesdays, 11 am; 
through Jan. 30
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

EVENTS

Afrikan Poetry Theatre 
Kwanzaa 2012 — Celebrating 
Ujamaa (cooperative 
economics).
When: Dec. 29, 1 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: afrikanpoetrytheatre.

org

Wilderness survival — Urban 
Park Rangers lead workshop 
on how to survive almost any 
disaster, whether in the wild or 
at home.
When: Dec. 30, 1 pm
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Woodhaven Blvd. at 
Forest Park Drive, Forest Park
Contact: (718) 846-2731
Website: nyc.gov/parks/
rangers

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 

month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Korean Traditional Illuminated 
Sutra — The 1,700-year-old 
tradition of sutra transcription 
and illumination by hand, 
known in Korea as Sagyeong, is 
brought to life in this spectacular 
exhibition of 55 pieces of elegant 
calligraphy and painting in 
gold and silver. The exhibition 
Samadhi + Art = Sagyeong brings 
out the beauty and history 
of this unique art fi eld, which 
transcends religious boundaries.
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

Ada Bobnis: Stages, 
Mountains, Water — Site-
specifi c installation that 
transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 

compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 
and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

ReGeneration — Despite 

the near ubiquity of the 
term “sustainability,” there 
remains signifi cant ambiguity 
about everything from the 
actual meaning of the term 
to overarching solutions to 
the challenges we face as a 
community. Technology and 
behavioral changes including 
energy production, agriculture, 
recycling and pollution reduction 
are all on the table as we work 
to understand and address the 
challenge of sustainability.
When: Through Jan. 13
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

Spacewar! — The exhibition 
looks at the fi rst 50 years of 
video games through the lens 
of Spacewar!, its development, 
and the culture from which it 
sprang.
When: Through March 3
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Broadway Billboard — 
For Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s Broadway Billboard, 
photographer Catherine Opie 

Continued on Page 40

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE
with Champagne

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol 

RESTAURANT

Order your choice two days before affair.Unlimited Champagne
Premium Liquor

ALL FOR 

$100

For 
Reservations:
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102 Bayside, NY

Cross Island Parkway)

NEW YEAR
HAPPY
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FINE WINE 
SELECTION

OVER
 3

0

FL
AT

SC
RE

EN
 

TV
’S

OVER 

5000 SQ. FT.

OF DINING/

LOUNGE AREA

718-224-0690

OVER
30 BEERS
SERVED

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH

STARTS 
AT NOON

LIVE 
MUSIC
SATURDAY 

4-8PM

DUELING 
PIANOS

SUN. JAN. 6TH
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
718-224-0690

SATURDAY 
NIGHT 70’S 

DANCE PARTY
DJ STARTS 
AT 10PM
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

has created a mise-en-scène 
of epic scope, drama, and 
mystery. Nature and artifi ce, 
light and darkness are just 
some of the contradictory 
elements of Opie’s image that 
create an ominous tableau for 
us to contemplate.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 
outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31, 2013
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 
industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28, 2013
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

EDUCATION

Learn Hebrew — Thinking of 
making Aliyah? Interested in 
improving your conversational 
Hebrew? Looking to meet 
people with whom you 
can practice your new and 
improved Hebrew skills? 
Learn Hebrew at the Central 
Queens Y in a fun, nurturing, 
and enthusiastic environment. 
All classes taught by Chana 
Ramon, an expert Hebrew 
instructor with many years of 
experience who will guide you 

along your journey to Hebrew 
fl uency.
When: Through March 20, 
Wednesdays, 9 am, 9:45 am, 
7:15 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: centralqueensy.org

FILM

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25, 2013
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

There There — Christopher 
Walken, on tour in Russia 
with a solo show inspired by 
everyone’s favorite Chekhovian 
sociopath, mysteriously falls 
off a ladder and is unable to 
perform. Karen, who apparently 
proofread the script once, is 
asked to go on in Walken’s 
place. A precarious bilingual 
performance duet ensues 
between Karen and her Russian 
interpreter, Leo. Directed 
by Paul Willis, performed 
by Kristen Kosmas & Larisa 
Tokmakov, design by Peter 
Ksander, translation by Matvei 
Yankelevich.
When: Through Jan. 12
Where: The Chocolate Factory, 
5-49 49th Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: 
chocolatefactorytheater.org

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons —  
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Cost: Free 
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

LECTURES &
PRESENTATIONS

Jews in Rock & Roll — 
Come schmooze over 
desserts,tea,coffee, our 
inclusive place for secular 
adults interested in Jewish mu

sic,history,philosophy,Yiddish 
Literature.
When: Jan. 5
Where: U.U.C.Q., Corner of 149th 
Street and Ash Avenue, Flushing
Contact: (718) 380-5362

POETRY

Heritage Sunday — A sacred 
experience, invoking the 
liberating and resurrecting 
power of Pan African Theology 
Master Teachers.
When: Sundays
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: afrikanpoetrytheatre.
org

Poetry workshop — Budding 
poets perfect the craft with 
Bob Trabold and Amanda 
Konstantine Perlmutter.
When: Mondays, 7:30 pm
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Poetry Group
When: Wednesdays, 1 pm 
Where: Queens Community 
House, 80-02 Kew Gardens 
Road, Suite 202, Kew Gardens
Contact: (718) 268-5960

Early Poet Special, MAD Hour, 
Performances, and more —  A 
performance blend of poetry 
and music for the multi-talented. 
The microphone will be open to 
the public. Sign-up is required.
When: Thursdays, 6 pm
Cost: $10; early poet special 
before 6:30 p.m. $8; student $6
Where: Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning, 153 St. and 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 658-7400 ext. 152
Website: jcal.org ormyspace.
com/gimmeseries

First Tuesdays — Open to all 
who have a passion for poetry. 
Organized by the Jackson 
Heights Poetry Festival
When: First Tuesdays of the 
month
Cost: $5 
Where: Terraza Cafe, 40-19 
Gleane St., Jackson Heights
Website: jhpfest.org/v2/
readings.php

Open Mic Night 
When: Last Friday of every 
other month. Doors open at 
9 pm
Where: The Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre, Inc., 176-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 523-3312

Continued from Page 38

P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

T: 718-321-7777 • F: 718-321-2434

22-30 154th Street • Whitestone, N.Y. 11357

FREE DELIVERY

$3.00 OFF 
Any Order of
$20 or More 

DELIVERY ONLY

20% OFF
Entire Bill 

DINE IN ONLY

10% OFF
Catering 
Services

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat
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AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

$40.00 per person at the Bar
with Open Bar and Hors 

d’Oeuvres from 11:00pm-2:00am

$50.00 per person in the 
Restaurant with Four Course 
Dinner and Complimentary 

Bottle of Champagne.

Free Noisemakers, Hats and 

Champagne Toast with Ball

Drop from Times Square 

on the BIG Screens!

:: 718-849-3939 :: Austin’s Ale House :: 
:: 82-70 Austin Street :: Kew Gardens, NY 11415 ::

WITH

BOURBON STREET

presents

DJ Ben Cohen LIVE!

RING IN 2013 AND WATCH THE TIMES 

SQUARE BALL DROP ON THREE PROJECTION 

AND MULTI FLAT SCREENS!

$60.00 Unlimited Bottled 
Beer and Top Shelf Drinks

from 10pm-2am
Plus Tax and Gratuity

*Party Favors
*Hot & Cold Buffet

*Champagne Toast at Midnight

Reservations Required.

Bourbon Street 40-12 Bell Boulevard 

DJ Ben Cohen LIVE!

RING IN 2013 AND WATCH THE TIMES 

SQUARE BALL DROP ON THREE PROJECTION 

AND MULTI FLAT SCREENS!

$60.00 Unlimited Bottled 
Beer and Top Shelf Drinks

from 10pm-2am
Plus Tax and Gratuity

*Party Favors
*Hot & Cold Buffet

*Champagne Toast at Midnight

Reservations Required.

Bourbon Street 40-12 Bell Boulevard 
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma
415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 

(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Defense revisits 2007 Forest Hills murder case
BY STEVE MOSCO

The killing of a Forest 
Hills orthodontist in the fall 
of 2007 ignited a court case 
that captivated the commu-
nity and led to life in prison 
for the victim’s wife.

Now five years af-
ter Daniel Malakov was 
gunned down in a neigh-
borhood playground, fam-
ily and friends of convicted 
conspirator Mazoltuv  Bo-
rukhova are seeking new 
evidence of her innocence 
and offering $10,000 for in-
formation leading to a re-
trial.

On Oct. 28, 2007, Mala-
kov was walking his then-4
-year-old daughter Michelle 
to the Annadale Play-
ground to meet Borukhova, 
who had just given up cus-
tody of the girl to her father 
after a bitter battle.

The dentist was shot 
in the chest at point-blank 
range by Borukhova’s un-
cle, Mikhail Mallayev, 54, 
who fled the scene. Police 

arrested the shooter three 
weeks later at his home 
in suburban Atlanta after 
they matched his finger-
prints on a makeshift si-
lencer at the scene.

An eyewitness later 
identified him as the shoot-
er in a lineup and during 
the trial.

Police arrested Boruk-
hova three months after 
Mallayev was apprehended 
after they found that she 
made 91 phone calls to her 
distant uncle, whom she 
had denied knowing, and 
paid him nearly $20,000 in 
cash before the shooting.

Investigators said Bo-
rukhova wanted revenge 
against her estranged hus-
band after the courts forced 
her to give up custody of 
Michelle.

A state appellate court 
upheld the murder con-
victions of Malakov’s es-
tranged wife and her uncle 
in 2011.

But Borukhova’s ap-
pellate attorney, Nathan 

Dershowitz, who is prepar-
ing a motion for a new trial, 
believes there were major 
flaws in the Forest Hills 
woman’s initial trial.

“The Appellate Divi-

sion was presented a pic-
ture of an error-infected 
trial, in which the judge 
admitted powerfully preju-
dicial hearsay that permit-
ted the prosecution to paint 

Borukhova as a person 
who threatened and then 
arranged a revenge mur-
der and who was a terrible 
parent and a vindictive 
spouse,” said Dershowitz. 
“The judge improperly 
admitted statements by 
Borukhova taken in viola-
tion of her right to counsel, 
which the prosecutor was 
able to spin for the jury into 
evidence of guilt and con-
spiracy.”

Relatives of Boruk-
hova have even turned to 
retired NYPD Detective 
Jay Salpeter to assist in the 
search for evidence to flip 
the conviction.

This is not the former 
detective’s first foray into 
controversial court rul-
ings. Salpeter helped un-
cover new evidence that led 
to the freedom of three men 
in the West Memphis Three 
case, when a trio of teenag-
ers was convicted of mur-
dering three boys in West 
Memphis, Ark., in 1994.

He also helped free 

Marty Tankleff,  who served 
18 years in prison in his 
wrongful conviction for the 
murder of his parents on 
Long Island in 1989. In both 
of these cases, new evidence 
came from the confidential 
tip lines established by the 
defense team.

“There are people in 
the community who might 
have critical information 
that could shed light on this 
crime,” said Salpeter. “Cas-
es like this sometimes are a 
result of a rush to judgment 
by police and prosecutors, 
while important informa-
tion is left uninvestigated. 
We hope that anyone who 
may have witnessed some-
thing the day of the murder, 
or has information about 
those involved, will call the 
confidential hotline.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Mazoltuv Borukhova’s defense team wants to re-examine the pro-
cess that sent her to prison for the execution of her estranged 
husband.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
It’s official: The cost of 

your ride is going up March 
1, and the MTA chairman 
will be gone by the end of 
the month.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
board voted unanimously 
Dec. 19 to approve an ar-
ray of increases in its fare 
schedule, including a hike 
on the 30-day unlimited 
MetroCard from $104 to 
$112 and basic fare from 
$2.25 to $2.50.

The weekly Unlimited 
MetroCard rises from $29 to 
$30 and the pay-per-ride bo-
nus goes from 7 percent on 
a minimum $10 purchase to 
5 percent on a minimum $5 
purchase.

Commuter fares on the 
Long Island Rail Road are 
scheduled to go up from 7.1 
percent to 15.3 percent.

Bridge and tunnel tolls 

will mostly rise by $1.
After a spirited discus-

sion about the premise that 
the MTA must find more 
places to get revenue with-
out hitting straphangers 
so hard, the agency’s board 
overwhelmingly approved 
the fare and toll increases 
— the fourth hike in five 
years.

Board member An-
drew Albert said the New 
York City transit system 
— the nation’s largest — 
gets more of its financial 
resources from riders than 
any other transit system in 
the United States.

The higher fares will 
bring in at least $450 mil-
lion, the amount transit fi-
nance officials say must be 
raised to hold the MTA on 
course.

As for MTA Chair-
man Joseph Lhota, he an-
nounced at a news confer-
ence immediately after the 

board meeting that he was 
resigning as of Dec. 31 to 
look into the possibility of 
running for mayor on the 
Republican ticket

Lhota called it “a life-
defining decision.”

Lhota had received 
widespread praise as result 
of the speedy return of the 
city’s flooded and other-
wise damaged subway sys-
tem after Hurricane Sandy.

But Lhota said, “It 
wasn’t me but rather the 
thousands of MTA employ-
ees who worked endlessly, 
day and night, to bring our 
transit system back to run-
ning order.”

Lhota, who served as 
deputy mayor under May-
or Rudolph Giuliani, has 
been encouraged to run 
for mayor by some leading 
Republicans in the city and 
business leaders based on 
his performance following 
the superstorm.

Lhota steps down as MTA head 
while fares set to go up in March
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Lung cancer caused by more than smoking

Medicaid Managed Care is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 

Many people are quick to as-
sume they will be immune to 
lung cancer if they simply avoid 
smoking tobacco, but the disease 
is much more complex than that, 
and understanding it could mean 
the difference between life and 
death.

What causes lung cancer?
While the National Cancer In-

stitute reports that smoking is 
the leading cause of lung cancer, 
that doesn’t mean nonsmokers — 
or those who quit smoking — still 
aren’t at risk. In fact, many addi-
tional factors can increase a per-
son’s risk of lung cancer.

Secondhand smoke has long 
been known to be very harmful, 
and no one, not even children, is 
immune to its effects. The Ameri-
can Cancer Society notes that, in 
the U.S. alone, roughly 3,000 non-
smoking adults will succumb to 
lung cancer each year because of 

secondhand smoke. Choosing not 
to smoke is a good decision, but be-
ing around smokers and breath-
ing in their smoke could prove 
just as deadly as smoking. The 
less a person is exposed to tobacco 
smoke, the lower his risk for lung 
cancer.

Another risk factor for lung 
cancer is radon, a radioactive gas 
that cannot be seen, smelled, or 
tasted. Radon forms in soil and 
rocks, and people who work in 
mines could be exposed. Radon 
can also be found in homes when 
it pushes its way through cracks 
in fl oors or gaps around service 
pipes or in suspended fl oors. Test-
ing a home for radon is inexpen-
sive and won’t take much time.

Additional causes of lung can-
cer include air pollution, asbes-
tos, and even age. Older people are 
more likely to be diagnosed with 
lung cancer, as are those with a 

family history of lung cancer.
Does lung cancer have symp-

toms?
The deadliest form of can-

cer, lung cancer is perhaps so 
deadly because it does not often 
have many symptoms in its early 
stages. While some symptoms 
might manifest themselves in the 
early stages, most will wait until 
the cancer begins to grow before 
they make their presence felt.

As the cancer grows, the fol-
lowing symptoms might appear:

worsen or won’t go away

lungs, including pneumonia

Each of these symptoms can 
occur even if a person does not 

have lung cancer. However, those 
who experience any of the above 
symptoms should consult their 
physicians immediately.

How is lung cancer diag-
nosed?

In many cases, individuals 
will experience one of the afore-
mentioned symptoms of lung can-
cer and then visit their doctors. 
Such a visit should be made im-
mediately, and patients should ex-
pect certain tests to be performed 
upon visiting their doctor. In ad-
dition to ordering some blood 
work, a doctor will likely perform 
a physical exam to check for gen-
eral signs of health and listen to 
breathing. During the physical, 
the doctor is likely to check for 
swollen lymph nodes, fl uid in the 
lungs, and a swollen liver.

A doctor will also order X-ray 
pictures of the chest to detect if 
there are any tumors or an ab-

normal fl uid buildup. A CT scan, 
which takes pictures of the tis-
sue inside the chest, will likely be 
taken as well. These pictures can 
show if there is a tumor, abnormal 
fl uid or swollen lymph nodes.

When determining if a patient 
has lung cancer, a doctor will also 
enlist the help of a pathologist to 
study cell or tissue samples. These 
cells or tissues can be collected in 
a number of ways, and a doctor 
might order more than one test.
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Storm-shocked community gets celebration day
BY STEVE MOSCO

Youngsters displaced by 
Hurricane Sandy’s wrath this 
fall were given a unique gift on 
Saturday: a day to celebrate ev-
erything.

The city Parks Department’s 
recreation staff created an “Ev-
erything Day” after hearing that 
members of the Sorrentino Rec-
reation Center’s after-school pro-
gram were not able to go trick-or-
treating for Halloween, in many 
cases spent Thanksgiving away 
from home and were not able to 
gear up for Christmas and Ha-
nukkah celebrations.

The recreation center, at 18-
48 Cornaga Ave. in Far Rockaway, 
was decked out with a haunted 
house in the basement, a Thanks-
giving feast in the gym and Santa 
Claus himself with a treasure 
trove of gifts upstairs.

“These families missed out 
on the opportunities we all take 
for granted,” said Chaleene Nash, 
manager of the recreation center. 
“They couldn’t celebrate these 
holidays because the streets were 
not safe for Halloween and a lot 

of them didn’t have a home for 
Thanksgiving.”

Nash said the children were 
beaming as they visited the fes-
tively decorated rooms. In one 
room, the youngsters screamed 
with frightened delight at vari-
ous Halloween decorations, then 
ate Halloween-themed treats pre-
pared by the kids’ culinary pro-
gram at Jamaica’s Vic Hanson 
Field House.

After a break to give thanks 
in the gym, children were led in 
groups upstairs to 
meet Santa Claus and 
to receive gifts from 
Derek Jeter’s Turn 2 
Foundation, a nonprofit that aims 
to help children make healthy life 
choices, and make an ornament to 
decorate the center’s giving tree.

“This is my favorite day of 
the year so far,” said Michael 
Hitchens, before running back to 
the Thanksgiving feast with an 
armful of gifts.

Far Rockaway was one of the 
hardest hit areas in the borough 
following the October super-
storm. Besides the massive flood-
ing and wind damage, some resi-

dents struggled for weeks without 
power.

Nash said the neighborhood 
was in rough shape, but she be-
lieves it is on its way back — fi-
nally.

“It was slow going for a while 
here, but the streets are starting 
to fill up again,” she said, adding 
that Everything Day was as much 
for parents as it was for the chil-
dren.

“The hurricane didn’t stop 
the holidays from coming and 

most parents just want 
their kids to be happy 
and forget their trou-
bles. We wanted them 

to come here and have a place to 
celebrate and make the holidays 
happen for them.”

For Ruth Hernandez, who 
works with the kids’ culinary 
program, the day was also good 
for a lesson or two.

“The kids I brought here 
from the Vic Hanson house are 
here to be helpers,” she said. “We 
are here to give and not to re-
ceive.”Iman Brantley holds her son Demetri, 6 months, as he gets a taste of his gift dur-

ing Everything Day in Far Rockaway. Photo by Christina Santucci

Celebrating Our 90th Anniversary 

Of Keeping You Warm!

ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE PROTECTION PLANS!

BLUE DIAMOND FUEL 718-965-0900
www.bluediamondfuel.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL     FUEL DELIVERY     HEATING SERVICE     OIL & GAS BOILER INSTALLATIONS & UPGRADES

$500 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Oil Heat System

OR

$300 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Natural Gas Heat System

Includes a free 1-year serivce 
agreement (a $239 value)

Gas Systems Only. Coupon Must be Presented at 

Time of Service. Cannot be Combined with Any 

Other Offer or Discount. Offer Expires 12/30/12. 

$50 NEW 
CUSTOMER 

BONUS!
Good towards your 

fi rst oil delivery.

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Service. 

Cannot be Combined with Any Other Offer 

or Discount. Offer for New Customers Only.

Offer Expires 11/30/12.

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
A South Ozone Park man 

who was accused of stealing per-
sonal information from doctors 
who were applying to work at a 
medical facility he was planning 
to open pleaded guilty to charg-
es of identity theft in court last 
week , according to the Queens 
district attorney.

DA Richard Brown said 
50-year-old Delloyd Hill, also 
known as Tom Hill, posed as a 
Harvard graduate and held job in-
terviews for the facility. He then 
used the personal information 
he gathered from eight people, 
including six physicians, to open 
up lines of credit that were in the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
Brown said.

“Sadly, this case underscores 
that even the most sophisticated 
and well-educated individuals 
are vulnerable to scams such as 
this,” he said in a statement.

A spokeswoman at the DA’s 
office said that although Hill was 
not a Harvard graduate, they be-
lieved he was actually planning 

on opening a medical facility.
Hill, who lives at 124-18 115th 

Ave., pleaded guilty Dec. 18 to 
identity theft in State Supreme 
Court, Brown said. The acting 
justice, Pauline Mullings, indi-
cated she would hand down a 
two- to four-year prison sentence 
at Hill’s sentencing Jan. 8, accord-
ing to the prosecutor.

Based on the criminal com-
plaint, Hill took out three lines 
of credit with TCF Equipment 
Finance Inc., a company that fi-
nances medical equipment, using 
personal information from the 
physicians as well as his landlord 
and one other person between 
April and September. The com-
bined lines of credit equaled more 
than $415,000, the DA said.

Brown also said Hill conned 
his landlord and another person 
into investing in his medical fa-
cility. He was able to make off 
with $35,000 from his landlord 
and $30,00 from the other individ-
ual, the prosecutor said.

New York is not the only 
place Hill is in trouble with the 
law. When he was arraigned in 

September, he was held on a fugi-
tive warrant because of another 
criminal case pending against 
him in Newport News, Va., ac-
cording to a statement from the 
DA’s office at the time. It was not 
clear what the nature of those 
charges were, but a spokeswoman 
with the Queens prosecutor’s of-
fice said if and once Hill finishes 
a prison sentence in New York, 
Newport News would have to 
make a request to have him extra-
dited to face charges in Virginia.

Hill had also been charged 
in Queens with grand larceny, 
forgery and scheming to defraud. 
Those charges were dismissed 
when he pleaded guilty to com-
mitting identity theft, a press of-
ficer at the DA’s office said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced that a South Ozone 
Park man pleaded guilty to charges of 
identity theft.
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enter this airspace unless 
they are in contact with La-
Guardia’s control tower.

But the Flushing Ex-
clusion Zone is an excep-
tion.

Think of the exclusion 
zone as a door cut into the 
bottom of the layer, with a 
hallway leading to Flush-
ing Airport. Before the old 
airstrip was closed in 1984, 
small planes could enter 
this door and proceed down 
the hallway, or corridor, 
without being in contact 
with the control tower, ac-

cording to FAA.
This doorway is about 

the width of Little Neck 
Bay and is 1,500 feet high, 
but the ceiling drops down 
to 1,200 feet from the east-
ern edge of Whitestone un-
til you reach the site of the 
airport.

Not only did it give 
smaller planes access to a 
location very close to La-
Guardia, it also kept jets 
out of that space. Since the 
smaller planes sometimes 
operated without certain 
instruments, the control 
did not want to send a jet-
liner into that area and 
risk a crash, according to 
the FAA.

After the airstrip was 

shuttered the FAA left the 
exclusion zone untouched, 
since plans for the site had 
not been finalized, but the 
administration still routes 
planes above the exclusion 
zone.

The site of the old air-
port falls into the bounds of 
the College Point Corporate 
Park, which is adminis-
tered by the city Economic 
Development Corp.

A representative from 
EDC said in October that no 
proposals for development 
are currently being con-
sidered for the site, mean-
ing the exclusion zone will 
likely remain intact for the 
time being.

or practitioners of Falun 
Gong, according to one of 
the indictments.

Translators sent with 
clients for interviews with 
immigration officials 
would sometimes correct 
a client’s speech if the asy-
lum-seeker veered from 
the agreed-upon narrative. 

If an asylum-seeker was 
unfamiliar with the Chris-
tian religion, Yang would 
sometimes send them to a 
nearby church for instruc-
tion, the office said.

An employee of The 
Full Gospel Church in 
Flushing, Liying Lin, was 
charged in a separate in-
dictment with holding 
biweekly sessions at the 
house of worship to train 
asylum-seekers in ex-
change for donations, the 

indictment stated.
She would brief clients 

on what kinds of questions 
they would be asked about 
religious persecution and 
how to answer them, ac-
cording to prosecutors, and 
for extra cash would pro-
vide baptism documents to 
immigration officials.

If convicted, she could 
face a total of 35 years in 
prison, according to the 
U.S. attorney’s office.

dicating that the payment 
to Rep. Meeks was not a 
loan — which his attorney 

has stated he cannot do — it 
would be unreasonable for 
the committee to conclude, 
on the basis of his testimo-
ny alone that Rep. Meeks 
had been untruthful to the 
committee in his sworn 
statement that such a docu-

ment had accompanied the 
loan,” the committee said. 
“Therefore, the committee 
has decided to close its in-
vestigation regarding the 
allegation that Rep. Meeks 
received an improper gift 
from Mr. Ahmad.”

cluding instituting a crisis-
management pilot program 
in South Jamaica, which 
has the most shooting inci-
dences in the borough.

“What we wanted to 
do was create a system that 
addresses these problems. 
You can’t address them in 
a vacuum by itself,” said 
Erica Ford, founder of LIFE 
Camp and I Love My Life 
and a member of the task 
force.

Ford said she has seen 

tremendous results from 
counseling youth to address 
the problems leading to gun 
violence, and commended 
the Council for committing 
more than $4 million for 
the pilot program.

“The time is right,” 
she said.

time someone takes notice 
before it’s too late,” he said.

The seawall includes 
both public and private 
ownership. But the city 
 Department of Transporta-
tion said for the portions 
under its jurisdiction, 
repairs have either been 
completed or are about to 
begin. The agency said it 
has already wrapped re-
pairs at Beach 131st Street 
and it expects to soon begin 
repairs from Beach 116th 

to Beach 125th streets and 
from Beach 130th to Beach 
145th streets.

Regardless, Goldfeder 
said he has heard from 
residents and community 
leaders who are concerned 
about Beach Channel 
Drive’s safety due to the de-
teriorating bulkhead. And 
he said the present condi-
tions leave the road with 
little underground support 
and open up the peninsula 
to further damage from 
flooding in the future.

He also said he is con-
cerned that sinkholes could 
form if the decay continues, 
putting homes along the 

bay at risk.
DOT said it did inspect 

Beach Channel Drive for 
damage after the storm and 
from that review made tem-
porary repairs to the road-
way between Beach 129th 
and Beach 130th streets 
with plans to schedule 
more permanent repairs in 
the future.

In the meantime, Mc-
Nicholas said the deterio-
ration of the bulkhead is 
so severe it is affecting 
his own property. He said 
a food stand his son had 
erected near the city’s bay 
wall may have to be moved 
out of harm’s way.

city pay for school safety 
officers in the buildings as 
well as provide metal detec-
tors, cameras and other ser-
vices. The councilman said 
with private school enroll-
ment on the downswing, 
private schools have some-
times had to make budget 
cuts to security.

“That’s clearly not 
something that we can al-
low to have happen,” Val-
lone said.

The councilman origi-
nally introduced this leg-
islation in 2010, but has 
renewed it in light of the 
Dec. 14 school shooting in 

Newtown, in which 20 6- to 
7-year-old children and six 
adult staff members were 
slain by 20-year-old Adam 
Lanza, who killed his 
mother before taking three 
of her firearms and driving 
to the school.

The legislation has a 
precedent, Vallone said, 
because the city currently 
provides school nurses 
for private and religious 
schools.

“I think kids’ safety 
is at least as important as 
kids’ health,” he said.

The leadership of many 
types of public schools is in 
support of his plan, includ-
ing Jewish organizations, 
the Catholic Church and 
charter schools, Vallone 

said. Councilman Fernan-
do Cabrera (D-Bronx) has 
also thrown his support be-
hind the bill.

“All kids deserve 
equal protection regardless 
of what school they go to,” 
Vallone said.

If passed, the legis-
lation would require the 
NYPD to hire more school 
safety officers.

When asked, the coun-
cilman said this plan would 
not be able to stop a gunman 
like Lanza. Nevertheless, 
he said more armed police 
officers, both in school and 
in general, should be hired.

“That doesn’t mean we 
should not do anything we 
possibly can to make our 
kids safe,” he said.

saying another man had 
been shot about two weeks 
ago a few blocks away. They 
warily watched a Crime 
Stoppers van drive through 
the neighborhood asking 

people with any informa-
tion about Ghali’s murder 
to call its hotline.

“This neighborhood is 
getting bad,” said Anthony 
Governale, who also knew 
Ghali.

Beschoi Kamal, an-
other man who was an 
acquaintance of Ghali’s, 
was visibly upset when he 

heard there probably was 
no surveillance video of the 
shooting.

“That’s it, that’s it. 
There’s no way they’re go-
ing to get him,” he said 
angrily, referring to the 
shooter.

Police confirmed there 
was no video from the bo-
dega itself.

Continued from Page 4

Asylum

Continued from Page 4

Exclusion

Continued from Page 4

Meeks

Continued from Page 5

Guns

Continued from Page 9

Murder

Continued from Page 5

Bay wall

Continued from Page 5

Security

ROCKAWAY WHALE
Rescue workers and police douse a beached whale with water in an effort to keep it  alive 
after the mammal washed ashore at Beach 216th Street and Palmer Drive in Breezy Point 
Tuesday. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 12/31/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2013 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

2012 VW CC 2.0L TURBO: 
STK# U9631T. Auto, power seats, windows, locks, ABS,
cruise, remote keyless entry, 13K miles. $1,999 down. $23,983*

$29,1662012 EOS KOMFORT: Stk# U9451P. 
Auto w/ manual shift, power seats, windows, locks, 
cruise, remote keyless entry, ABS, 4K miles. $1,999 down.

$19,7822010 VW GTI: 
STK# U9605L. Manual, power seats, windows, locks, 
remote keyless entry, ABS, 30K miles.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$14,999
2010 VW JETTA: Stk# U9638T. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, ABS, 7K miles. $1,999 down.

*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

A Volkswagen is practically yours.
EventSignthendrive

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
B A Y S I D E V W . C O M
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
By beating rival Car-

dozo, Bayside earned con-
trol of the division race 
along with the ability to 
do some friendly Internet 
trash talking.

“This is Facebook 
bragging rights for these 
kids,” Bayside Coach Cory 
Semper said. “I don’t have 
Facebook, so they just tell 
me about it.”

What the Commo-
dores were telling every-
one is they are the best 
public school baskebtall 
team in Queens right now 
and consider themselves 
one of the top teams in 
the city after a 64-58 home 
victory over the Judges in 
PSAL Queens AA boys’ 
basketball Dec. 18. It’s the 
second straight year they 
beat Cardozo, the three-
time defending borough 
champs, at home.

“I hear a lot of talk 
that Cardozo is the king 
of Queens,” Bayside guard 
Austin Williams said. “We 
proved we’re the king of 
Queens tonight.”

The Commodores, 
which led by 16 in the sec-

ond quarter, mustered up 
the final run in a game 
that featured each team 
producing alternating 
elongated spurts. Senior 
Brandon King (15 points), 
who missed time in the 
fourth quarter because of 
calf cramps, helped seal 
the game late for Bayside 
(6-0). Cardozo (5-1) led by 
five with 3:19 remaining in 
the contest before the Com-
modores exploded for a 9-0 
run. King had an offensive 
rebound and conversion 
followed by steal and score 
with 1:48 left to put his 
team ahead for good.

“I knew this was a big 
game,” King said. “We had 
to beat these guys. I had to 
be on the floor at the end of 
the game.”

For Cardozo Coach 
Ron Naclerio, that game 
showed his team’s inex-
perience despite having 
a roster full of seniors. 
Many have stepped into 
bigger roles. He gave Bay-
side credit for making big 
shots, but felt his team 
missed too many layups 
and open looks, turned it 
over too often and let the 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

A team from Queens 
did not bring home a title, 
but the borough produced 
some strong players. St. 
Francis Prep had one of 
its best seasons in recent 
years, winning the Catho-
lic High School Football 
League AA-A division reg-
ular season crown. Holy 
Cross was among the top 
teams in the city. Beach 
Channel, which played 
through the aftermath of 
Sandy, was a competitive 
public school squad along 
with Campus Magnet and 
Flushing.

All-Queens Player 
of the Year: Jordan 
Francklin. Holy Cross

The junior was a 
leader on both sides of the 
ball for the Knights at run-
ning back and as part of a 
line-backing core as good 
as any in the city. The 
athletic Francklin rushed 
for 731 yards and scored 
seven touchdowns as part 
of a multi-back attack. He 
was a dynamic force on 
defense, recording 93 tack-
les, including four sacks 
for a Knights team that 
finished 5-5.

All-Queens Coach 
of the Year: Vince 
O’Connor, St. Francis 
Prep

The legendary coach 
and trusted top assistant 
Richie Carroll led the 
Terriers to a resurgent 
season. A year after just 
missing the Class AA play-
offs, St. Francis Prep went 
undefeated during the 
regular season in league 
play. Its year was cut short 
by a heartbreaking over-
time loss to Kellenberg in 

the AA semifinals, but a 
strong core will return 
next year.

ALL-QUEENS FIRST 
TEAM

QB Blessuan Aus-
tin, Campus Magnet

The speedy junior 
made things happen for 
Campus Magnet. Austin 
threw for 601 yards and 
five touchdowns and ran 
for 291 yards and six more 
scores on the ground. 
Coach Eric Barnett will be 
happy to see him back next 
year.

WR/DB Lekeith Ce-
lestain, Holy Cross

Celestain, a senior, 

was a dual threat for the 
Knights. He was their lead-
ing receiver with 302 yards 
and two touchdowns. He 
was as good a defensive 
back as you will find with 
his length and speed, col-
lecting two interceptions 
while usually locking 
down his wide receiver.

LB Juwan Wilson, 
Holy Cross

The senior was the 
unquestioned leader of 
arguably the best group of 
linebackers in Coach Tom 
Pugh’s career. Wilson re-
corded 90 tackles and had 
six games with double-dig-
it tackles. Quarterbacks 
throughout the league 
checked where he was.

DL Folorunso Fatu-
kasi, Beach Channel

The UConn-bound 
senior is one of the city’s 
most formidable defensive 
players. Fatukasi, who 
saw his home destroyed in 
Hurricane Sandy, record-
ed five sacks and got his 
hands on an interception 
in an emotional season for 
the Dolphins.

RB/DB Justin 
Guerre, St. Francis 
Prep

The junior back lived 
up to the hype. Guerre is 
explosive turning the cor-
ner and was the Terriers’ 
big play threat for a high-
powered offense all season. 

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

Campus Magnet quarterback Blessuan Austin runs with the ball during a game earlier this season. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Bayside wins right 
to brag over Dozo

Holy Cross tops boro’s best
Strong football players and coaches weathered 2012 obstacles

Cardozo’s Kendall Brown (r.) goes up for a shot as Bayside’s 
Gagandeep Singh plays defense. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Archbishop Molloy’s 
thrilling comeback may 
have been more than the 
Stanners could handle. 
The emotion of Gabe Kil-
patrick’s banked home 
three-pointer with two 
seconds left in regulation 
carried into overtime, but 
not in the way Molloy had 
hoped.

“They got so excited 
after that,” legendary 
Stanners Coach Jake Cur-
ran said. “I think it affect-
ed their game.”

Molloy and Kilpatrick 
couldn’t duplicate their he-
roics in the extra session 
and fell 81-79 to visiting St. 
Raymond in CHSAA Class 
AA boys’ basketball Fri-
day night in Briarwood.

Curran said Kilpat-
rick had spent too much 
time on two open three-
pointers from the corner 
that were missed. Molloy 

also mistakenly fouled St. 
Ray’s guard Troy Fergu-
son with 3.3 seconds left 
and the score tied.

He made both free 
throws and Chaz Walter’s 
desperation three-pointer 
hit the front rim in the fi-
nal seconds. Luis Santos, 
a 6-foot-8 forward, led St. 
Rays (3-1, 2-1) with 27 points 
and 13 rebounds and Fer-
guson has 22 points. Mol-
loy felt it let one get away.

“We lost focus a little 
bit after the shot, but we 
all knew we had a game to 
win,” said Kilpatrick, who 
dropped in 14 points. “We 
tried to finish it. Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t.”

Things looked bleak 
for Molloy (6-3, 0-2) early 
in the fourth quarter as St. 
Ray’s took an 11-point lead. 
Stanners star C.J. Davis 
(12 points), who fouled out 
late in the fourth, had a 
lackluster night from the 
field. Watler, who scored 

a game-high 32 points and 
reserve Jason Cethoute 
provided spark during a 
10-0 run led mostly by the 
Molloy bench. Watler was 
terrific, converting acro-
batic layups and fall away 
jumpers.

“He’s been doing that 
all year,” Curran said.

The Stanners were 
then down 67-60 with less 
than a minute left in regu-
lation, but free throws and 
two huge three-pointers 
from Kilpatrick sent the 
game to overtime.

“They hang in there 
every game,” Curran said. 

“They play as hard as they 
can. They got to accept 
what happens. Usually if 
we shoot pretty well, we 
can win games.”

His team, which was 
coming off a tight loss to 
city-title contender Car-
dinal Hayes, is playing 
good basketball right now. 
They just need to close out 
games like this.

“We are going to con-
tinue what we did right 
and work on what we did 
wrong,” Kilpatrick said. 
“It’s a step-by-step pro-
cess.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
It’s going to be season 

of multiple adjustments 
for Carla Marfe. The St. 
John’s Prep senior guard 
is getting used to playing 
with and being a leader of 
a much younger basketball 
team, which starts three 
freshmen.

“It’s harder,” she said. 
“I’ve been on varsity for 
two years. They have to 
get used to it. It’s hard for 
me because I’m already 
use to it.”

The Red Storm expe-
rienced growing pains in 
a 30-26 loss to host Font-
bonne Hall in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion II girls’ basketball 
Dec. 19. St. John’s trailed 
11-4 early in the game, but 
found a way to rally back 
against the defending di-
ocesan champions.

“They have to keep 
going,” said Marfe, who 
scored eight points. “They 
are not use to missing so 
many shots.”

St. John’s Prep (2-2, 
1-1) had to play the final 
1:46 with Marfe, who was 
called for four offensive 
fouls in the game, some-
thing she said shouldn’t 

happen. It was the first 
time she had fouled out at 
St. John’s Prep. Red Storm 
Coach Ed Flood said his 
dead-eye shooter needs to 
learn the balance of be-

ing aggressive and forcing 
things.

“Green light, red 
light,” Flood said. “She’s 
green a lot.”

Both he and Marfe 

are optimistic about this 
group once they find their 
confidence. Leeandra 
Ricks scored seven points 
and Nicole Schweit was 
a force in the paint with 

Amalia Downer at times. 
Flood felt guard Simone 
Khedan is better than she 
showed against Fontbonne 
(1-1, 1-0).

Flood isn’t disheart-
ened by the loss. He noted 
that he’s had stronger, 
more veteran clubs that 
lost early in the season 
at Fontbonne only to go 
on and make long playoff 
runs. It’s something he 
mentioned to his players.

“It’s going to take 
awhile,” he said.

The Red Storm was 
within 28-26 on a Ricks 
layup with 1:10 left in the 
game. Cindy Henderson 
missed a three-pointer 
and Ricks bolted down the 
court in transition only 
to be blocked from behind 
by Sioban Sammon with 
15 seconds remaining in 
the game. Kate Oliver (10 
points) scored immediate-
ly on the other end to put 
the game away.

“We just have to go 
back to practice,” Flood 
said.

St. Raymond’s Jaquan McKennon drives in for a layup during the 
CHSAA AA basketball game between St. Raymond’s and Archbishop 
Molloy. Photo by Robert Cole

Young St. John’s Prep cutting teeth with new team

Molloy boys let excitement get to their heads in loss
We are going to continue what we did 
right and work on what we did wrong.

Gabe Kilpatrick
Archbishop Molloy guard

Fontbonne’s Cindy Henderson (r.) drives against St. John’s Prep during their game in Bay Ridge. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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He had 1,162 yards rushing 
and 16 touchdowns.

OT Jordan Pagan, 
Holy Cross

The Knights focused 
on a run-heavy attack as 
the season went along and 
the senior was a big reason 
why it was productive. The 
6-foot-3, 298-pound Pagan 
chipped in on defense as 
well. He was a leader on 
both sides of the ball.

QB John Hurley, St. 
Francis Prep

Coach Vince O’Connor 
touted Hurley’s leadership 
in the preseason as the se-
nior proved him right. Hur-
ley ran the belly offense to 
perfection and was able to 
make big plays down the 
field. He threw for 1,561 
yards and 17 touchdowns.

RB/LB Brandon 
Pelzer, Holy Cross

Pelzer was the focus 
of a wildcat scheme run by 
Cross. The physical junior 
rushed for 560 yards and 
five touchdowns, while 
picking up close to seven 

yards a carry. He also col-
lected 68 tackles along with 
an interception defense.

QB Blessuan Aus-
tin, Campus Magnet

Austin was a dynamic 
threat with his legs and 
arm on the football field. 
The junior had nine total 
touchdowns and amassed 
892 total yards. He led 
Campus Magnet to a 4-4 re-
cord playing against some 
of the league’s top teams.

WR Jordan Fuchs, 
Christ the King

The highly recruited 
senior was often the focus 
of opposing defense. Even 
so, he put up strong num-
bers this season. He made 
27 catches for 374 yards 
and five touchdowns to 
help the Royals reach the 
CHSFL Class A title game.

QB Breland Arch-
bold, Beach Channel

The elusive senior, 
who was displaced from 
his home in Sandy, was 
a major part of the Dol-
phins’ offense. Archbold 
recorded 14 touchdowns 
and combined passing and 
running while wracking 
up 1,239 total yards. He 
added three interceptions.

LB Robert Wright, 
St. Francis Prep

Wright was as consis-
tent as they come even as 
a lot of the attention went 
to the SFP offense. The 
junior was second on the 
Catholic league with 10 
sacks, recording nearly 
one a game and added to 
that an interception and a 
fumble recovery.

ALL-QUEENS 
HONORABLE MENTION

RB/DL Asaike 
Blake, Campus Magnet

DL Dimeji Bam-
ishile, Holy Cross

RB James Coleman, 
Christ the King

QB Terrance Chavis, 
Flushing

DE Malachi Hosk-
ins, Holy Cross

OL/K Dylan King, 
St. Francis Prep

QB Julian Moody, 
Bayside

WR Shaquon Rob-
erts, Flushing

Continued from Page 51

Best
Commodores dictate the 
final minutes.

“A lot of the kids who 
were playing last year were 
batting ninth and eighth 
[in the rotation]. Now they 
are batting second, third 

and fourth,” said Naclerio, 
using a baseball analogy. 
“It’s a little different.”

Cantrall Barker led 
Bayside with 17 points and 
Williams added 15. Darnell 
Holmes dropped in a game-
high 18 points for Cardozo 
and Travis Flagg added 
13. The two teams, which 
shared the division title 
last season, meet again 

Feb. 7 in both team’s regu-
lar season finale. Williams 
understands his team’s job 
is by no means finished, 
something he guaranteed 
they’d get done.

“We are showing that 
things are turning,” Wil-
liams said. “Cardozo is not 
going to be on top as long 
as they was. We are stop-
ping them.”

Continued from Page 51

Bayside

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christmas was days 
away, but there were no vi-
sions of sugarplums danc-
ing in the heads of Amani 
Tatum and her team-
mates. The only thing on 
the Stanners’ minds was 
the present of earning an 
important win over Bish-
op Ford.

“We said that we 
weren’t going to leave this 
gym without winning,” 
Tatum said. “We were go-
ing to fight just to win this 
game.”

She proved it. It was 
the James Madison-bound 
guard who scored nine 
points during a 13-1 third 
quarter run and Molloy 
hung on for a 57-50 win 
over visiting Bishop Ford 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division I girls’ 
basketball Saturday. The 
victory puts the Stanners 
alone in first place in the 

early stages of the season 
and avenges last season’s 
loss to Ford in the dioc-
esan semifinals.

“We came into this 
game with a chip on our 
shoulder knowing we all 
really want this,” senior 
forward Carolyn Gallagh-
er said.

Tatum, who dropped 
in a game-high 21 points, 
help Molloy (5-1, 3-0) go 
up 48-32 with 1:30 left in 
the third after the spurt. 
All game her team out-
hustled and outworked 
the Falcons to loose balls 
and rebounds. Gallagher 
scored 12 points and Aryn 
McClure added five of her 
nine points in the fourth 
quarter. Patti Dorgler had 
six points and grabbed 
nine rebounds.

“The biggest thing 
was coming in and doing 
the little things.” Tatum 
said, “whether it was box-
ing out, no offensive re-

bounds, no second posses-
sions, just the little things 
we had to do to win the 
game.”

Both teams were 
sloppy at times, but Mol-
loy missed just three free 
throws to Ford’s 10. The 

Stanners didn’t let the 
Falcons (4-2, 3-1) get points 
off turnovers, handling its 
pressure extremely well 

throughout the game. Jill 
Conroy paced Ford with 12 
points. Aaliyah Lewis and 
Aaliyah Jones, who fouled 
out in the fourth quarter, 
both has nine points.

“We played terrible,” 
Ford Coach Mike Toro 
said. “Molloy showed they 
wanted it more.”

Ford did attempt a ral-
ly late in the fourth quarter 
with a 6-0 run that got it as 
close as 56-50 with 1:03 re-
maining. A turnover and 
a missed shot by Aaliyah 
Lewis, who is headed to St. 
John’s, kept them from get-
ting any closer. Molloy had 
brought home the present 
it was looking for.

“You get a mentality 
that we work so hard for 
this that no one is going to 
take it way from us,” Stan-
ners Coach Scott Lagas 
said. “That’s what they 
came with today.”

Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher (r.) looks to get around Bishop Ford’s Tanasia Blake. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Bishop Ford beat by strong Molloy girls squad

Find more at 

TimesLedger.com
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1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STOREC

The speed of AT&T  
 covers New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 920
With FREE wireless charging plate

Buy any  Windows Phone and save 
up to $200 on an  ASUS VivoTab™ RT.

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 1/10/13 or while promotional supplies last. Buy any Windows Phone, get $200 off an ASUS VivoTab RT offer: Nokia Lumia 920 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on Windows Phone. Tablet requires new 2-yr 
agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted 
price for the device not returned. Free Charging Plate Offer: Nokia Lumia 920 purchase required with 2-yr wireless agreement. $50 credit amount is based on pretax price of charging plate accessory and will be applied to handset price. If you return the smartphone, you will be charged the full price for the charging plate if not 
returned. Only available for a limited time. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans):
If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 for smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablets. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a 
Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges.  Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images 
simulated. Microsoft Windows Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$69999 

$49999
ASUS VIVOTAB™ RT

Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans or Mobile Share plan on eligible smartphone 

and monthly data or Mobile Share plan on tablet.

Offer includes a free keyboard 
with VivoTab purchase (a $169 value).

Offer requires new 2-year commitment on the phone and active 
Mobile Share or postpaid Mobile Share data plan on the tablet.
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