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SUGAR PLUM TRIO

Kessyana Outlaw, 3, (c.) squeezes in between Richard Yé (l.) and Karina Teran, ballet dancers who both performed in 
an abbreviated version of “The Nutcracker” at Flushing Town Hall. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens residents made up 
half of the 26 people charged last 
week with helping Chinese immi-
grants lie in order to obtain asy-
lum in the United States, a federal 
prosecutor said.

Thirteen people working as 
translators, lawyers, paralegals 
and even an employee of a church 
in Flushing figured prominently 
into a three-year investigation by 
federal prosecutors, where law of-
fices fabricated tales of religious, 
ethnic and other forms of perse-
cution to prevent their clients’ 
deportation, according to the U.S. 
attorney’s  office in Manhattan.

Proof of persecution is a re-
quirement for anyone seeking 
asylum in the country, according 
to court documents.

All were charged with either 
conspiracy to commit identity 
fraud or varying levels of identity 
fraud, U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara said.

“Our asylum laws exist to 
provide a safe haven in the Unit-
ed States to immigrants subject 

Continued on Page 13

BY REBECCA HENELY

Bishop Mitchell Taylor 
thanked City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) for de-
livering extra food to his pantry 
near Queensbridge Houses for the 
holidays at a news conference last 
week and said major food rescue 
group City Harvest was no longer 
serving the center.

“There is a market here that 
can’t be abandoned,” Taylor said.

The bishop is well-known in 
the Queensbridge Houses com-
munity and throughout Queens 
both as the founder of the East 
River Development Alliance, 
which runs programs to help pub-
lic housing residents in western 
Queens break the cycle of pov-
erty, and the pastor of the Center 
of Hope International Church, 
which operates the Bread of Life 
Food Pantry, at 38-49 12th St. near 
Queensbridge in Long Island 
City.

For the holiday season, Van 
Bramer held his third annual 
food drive and gave the results 
to both the pantry and the Hour 

Continued on Page 13

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The shooting of 26 people at a school in 
Newtown, Conn., has sparked a national debate 
on gun violence, and while opinions in Queens 
differ on the role regulation will play in pre-
venting another tragedy, there is a consensus 
that it would be only one part of a multi-faceted 

Continued on Page 13

BY STEVE MOSCO

Christmas is the season 
of giving, and that fact was 
prominently on display in St. 
Albans Saturday.

More than 500 toys and 
gifts landed in the hands of 
children and families who 
needed some cheer this week-

end at the Majority Baptist 
Church, at 115-21 Farmers 
Blvd. The African Center for 
Community Empowerment 
banded together with New 
York Cares, and NBA star 
Royal Ivey to put smiles on 
the community’s collective 
face and fill their bellies with 
food.

“A lot of the children 
and families here are under-
privileged and we came here 
to show them that someone 
cares about them and they 
deserve a good Christmas,” 
said Vanda Gaspar, with the 
African Center for Commu-
nity Empowerment. “The ex-

Continued on Page 13

NBA player Royal Ivey greets broth-
ers Keyshawn, 4, and Dillyn Pollydore, 
7. Photo by Christina Santucci

NBA’s Ivey plays Santa for kidsBoro pols support hard look 
at revised gun control policy

Feds bust Flushing asylum mill
Prosecutors accuse lawyers of fabricating stories of persecution for clients

City Harvest
ends donations
to LIC pantry
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Many northeast 
Queens neighborhoods 
have complained recently 
about increased aircraft 
noise, but it could be worse.

Airspace regulations 
for a long-shuttered bor-
ough airstrip are actually 
keeping planes from flying 
closer to residential roof-
tops over parts of Whites-
tone, north Flushing, Bay 
Terrace, Douglaston and 
Little Neck, according to 
flight maps.

These maps are used 
by pilots to show where 
they can and cannot fly, 
and one place off limits to 
commercial aircraft leav-
ing LaGuardia Airport is 
called the Flushing Exclu-
sion Zone, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration said.

This zone stretches 
from the site of the shut-
tered Flushing Airport — 
in-between Whitestone and 
College Point just west of 

the Whitestone Expressway 
— across the top portion 
of Queens. Over the areas 
of Whitestone and north 
Flushing, aircraft must 
stay above 1,200 feet, while 
above parts of Bay Terrace 
and northern Bayside, they 
must stay above 1,500 feet, 
according to the FAA and 
flight maps.

If the Flushing Exclu-
sion Zone did not exist, the 

FAA would have the abil-
ity to fly aircraft as low as 
it wanted in these areas, 
although officials from 
the agency said at a recent 
meeting that they never 
route a plane lower than 
1,000 feet above residential 
blocks.

The exclusion zone 
was created in the 1970s 
when airspace regulations 
were modified, according 

to the FAA, although Flush-
ing Airport had been open 
since 1927.

The corridor was cre-
ated as a pathway for small-
er planes to get access to the 
airport through airspace 
normally used by larger 
commercial jets traveling 
to and from LaGuardia, the 
FAA said.

LaGuardia’s airspace 
can be compared to an up-

side down, multi-layered 
wedding cake, according to 
several pilots interviewed 
for this story. Planes land-
ing at the airport begin 
their descent from high in 
the widest layers, gradual-
ly zeroing in on the runway 
at the bottom.

That bottom layer of 
the cake sits right on top 
of LaGuardia. It is a cylin-
der with a diameter from 
Great Neck, L.I., to Lower 
Manhattan, and a height 
of 7,000 feet. No planes can 
enter this airspace unless 
they are in contact with La-
Guardia’s control tower.

But the Flushing Ex-
clusion Zone is an excep-
tion.

Think of the exclusion 
zone as a door cut into the 
bottom of the layer, with a 
hallway leading to Flush-
ing Airport. Before the old 
airstrip was closed in 1984, 
small planes could enter 
this door and proceed down 
the hallway, or corridor, 
without being in contact 

with the control tower, ac-
cording to FAA.

This doorway is about 
the width of Little Neck 
Bay and is 1,500 feet high, 
but the ceiling drops down 
to 1,200 feet from the east-
ern edge of Whitestone un-
til you reach the site of the 
airport.

Not only did it give 
smaller planes access to a 
location very close to La-
Guardia, it also kept jets 
out of that space. Since the 
smaller planes sometimes 
operated without certain 
instruments, the control 
did not want to send a jet-
liner into that area and 
risk a crash, according to 
the FAA.

After the airstrip was 
shuttered the FAA left the 
exclusion zone untouched, 
since plans for the site had 
not been finalized, but the 
administration still routes 
planes above the exclusion 
zone.

An older flight map (l.) shows Flushing Airport just west of LaGuardia Airport, and its reserved air-
space extending farther west over Queens. A later map shows the same airspace without Flushing 
Airport. Maps courtesy FAA

BY REBECCA HENELY

In the wake of the mas-
sacre two weeks ago at San-
dy Hook Elementary School 
in Newtown, Conn., City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) renewed a 
push for his bill that would 
require the city to provide 
security for private and re-
ligious schools.

“Obviously, the recent 
tragedy makes it all the 
more important that we get 
this done,” Vallone said.

The councilman, 
chairman of the Council 
Public Safety Committee, 
said that in every public 
school there is at least one 
school safety officer and 
the NYPD has the option 
of allocating more officers 
to a school based on local 
crime statistics. In addi-
tion, the NYPD has 350 
armed NYPD patrol offi-
cers assigned to the schools 
throughout the city.

While not going as 
far as National Rifle As-
sociation President Wayne 

LaPierre’s demand Friday 
to have an armed security 
officer in every school, Val-
lone’s bill would have the 
city pay for school safety 
officers in the buildings as 
well as provide metal detec-
tors, cameras and other ser-
vices. The councilman said 

with private school enroll-
ment on the downswing, 
private schools have some-
times had to make budget 
cuts to security.

“That’s clearly not 
something that we can al-
low to have happen,” Val-
lone said.

The councilman origi-
nally introduced this leg-
islation in 2010, but has 
renewed it in light of the 
Dec. 14 school shooting in 
Newtown, in which 20 6- to 
7-year-old children and six 
adult staff members were 
slain by 20-year-old Adam 

Lanza, who killed his 
mother before taking three 
of her firearms and driving 
to the school.

The legislation has a 
precedent, Vallone said, 
because the city currently 
provides school nurses 
for private and religious 

schools.
“I think kids’ safety 

is at least as important as 
kids’ health,” he said.

The leadership of many 
types of public schools is in 
support of his plan, includ-
ing Jewish organizations, 
the Catholic Church and 
charter schools, Vallone 
said. Councilman Fernan-
do Cabrera (D-Bronx) has 
also thrown his support be-
hind the bill.

“All kids deserve 
equal protection regardless 
of what school they go to,” 
Vallone said.

If passed, the legis-
lation would require the 
NYPD to hire more school 
safety officers.

When asked, the coun-
cilman said this plan would 
not be able to stop a gunman 
like Lanza. Nevertheless, 
he said more armed police 
officers, both in school and 
in general, should be hired.

“That doesn’t mean we 
should not do anything we 
possibly can to make our 
kids safe,” he said.

A Connecticut police officer stands at an intersection closed after the shooting in Newtown, Conn. Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. has re-
newed his call for the city to pay for private schools’ security in the aftermath of the massacre. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Flushing Airport’s no-fl y zone reduces plane noise

Vallone urges city to pay for security at private schools
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
At a quiet, seemingly 

nondescript veterinary 
clinic in Fresh Meadows, 
the services offered at first 
glance may seem pretty 
standard: medicine, X-rays, 
surgery, dentistry, groom-
ing.

But acupuncture?
“I believe in an inte-

grative approach,” said Dr. 
John Lu, owner of Queens 
Animal Health and Emer-
gency, at 183-04 Horace 
Harding Expwy., which 
cares for animals with an 
eye to the holistic. “One 
health, one medicine, be-
cause they are the same.”

The clinic offers a mix 
of Western- and Eastern-
based veterinary care for 
dogs, cats and a few exotic 
and so-called pocket pets. 
The product, Lu said, of his 
years of training in Bei-
jing, China, and at Perdue 
University, where he was 
exposed to both approaches 
to medicine.

“I take the best of both 
worlds,” he said, adding 
that Eastern and Western 
medicine are “not mutu-
ally exclusive.  They can be 
used together just based on 
the situation.”

Lu opened the clinic 
about six months ago in a 
building that used to house 
a Korean natural foods 
market. It is his first clinic 
in the borough, but he also 
owns the decade-old Set-
auket Veterinary Hospital 
in Long Island, which also 
takes a holistic approach to 
animal care. Two other vets 
work at the Queens center 
in addition to a licensed 
technician and a kennel as-
sistant.

Lu offers any of the 
services to be expected at 
a veterinary clinic, plus a 
few that would not. In addi-
tion to offering veterinary 
acupuncture, which he uses 
to treat a range of ailments 
including pain, tracheal 
collapse, the loss of rear 
leg function and others, he 
also mixes his own herbal 
remedies with ingredients 

bought from China that he 
tailors to the individual 
needs of each animal.

“For chronic diseases 
it works wonderful,” he 
said of the herbs.

But he added he re-
mains flexible in his ap-
proach and will pursue 
many avenues if one par-
ticular method is not suc-
cessful.

“I do whatever works,” 
he said. “If it doesn’t work, I 
abandon it right away.”

For example, some an-
imals may respond well to 
acupuncture and the Chi-
nese herbs, said Lu, who 
cited a case where he had 
cured a partially paralyzed 
dachshund with acupunc-
ture at his Long Island 
clinic.

But he also pointed to 

one of the animals he re-
cently treated at the Queens 
clinic, a rottweiler suffer-
ing from a tumor, and said 
it was clear the dog needed 
surgery.

“For these [cases], I’m 
not fooling around with 
herbs,” he said.

He said his clients, 
who he said tend to be high-
ly educated, have embraced 
his approach to veterinary 
care and his Queens busi-
ness has been growing in 
the few months it has been 
open.

In addition, Lu said he 
adapted to the demographi-
cally diverse community by 
hiring staff members who 
are able to communicate in 
various languages. So far, 
Chinese, Russian, Italian, 
Filipino and Polish are spo-

ken fluently at the clinic.
He said being able to 

communicate with pet own-
ers is important because it 
makes them feel comfort-
able and helps create a con-
nection and better under-
standing.

But ultimately, he said, 
he is responding to his cli-
ents’ needs, which he said 
is his primary job.

“We’re a small busi-
ness,” he said. “But that 
doesn’t mean we don’t have 
the big idea.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Technician Pat Tramontana (second from l.) holds a cat named Spooky as Dr. John Lu (r.) performs an 
examination and owner Angel Wang (l.) looks on. Photo by Karen Frantz

Police released surveillance footage of a person they believe to be 
a suspect in the murder of Ishak Ghali (r.). Image (l.) courtesy NYPD

Bodega worker shot 
in Ridgewood shop

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Police were still 
searching for a suspect 
captured on surveillance 
video and wanted in con-
nection with the death of a 
bodega clerk in Ridgewood 
last Thursday evening. 

The clerk, who was 
beloved in his community, 
was shot and killed by an 
unknown assailant in an 
apparent robbery early last 
Thursday evening, police 
and friends said.

Police said 26-year-old 
Ishak Ghali was shot inside 
the All Friends Deli, at 675 
Onderdonk Ave. in Ridge-
wood, and an unknown 
amount of money was miss-
ing from the cash register.

No arrests had been 
made as of Wednesday eve-
ning, police said.

Friends described the 
Egyptian-born Ghali as 
kindhearted and a hard 
worker who was next in line 
among his family members 
to own his own shop. His 
family owned about three 
or four bodegas and delis in 
the area, according to peo-
ple familiar with them.

“What a wonderful 
person,” said Maria, who 
lives in the neighborhood 
and was friendly with 
Ghali. “I can’t believe he’s 
gone.” She declined to give 
her last name.

She was at the bodega 
Friday morning to place 
flowers at the boarded-up 
storefront and struggled 
against the wind to light 
candles that lined the 
stoop. Another woman who 

said she was Ghali’s neigh-
bor also brought flowers, 
and several other people 
who lived in the area who 
passed by shook their heads 
in dismay.

Maria said she got to 
know Ghali because she 
went to the bodega every-
day to buy cigarettes, tea 
and coffee. She said she 
would joke with Ghali and 
he would often offer her 
comfort if she was feeling 
down.

“If I was crying, he’d 
tell me not to worry,” she 
said, saying he would tell 
her: “You have to thank God 
every day you’re alive.”

She said there were 
a number of rumors go-
ing around, including that 
Ghali had been shot hours 
before 6 p.m., when police 
said they received the call. 
She said she had heard one 
of the owners of the bodega 
found Ghali shot dead be-
hind the counter.

“I heard it wasn’t his 
shift to work either,” she 
said.

Others who knew him 
recalled Ghali as a gen-
erous person who would 
quickly tell his customers 
to just pay him back later if 
they were short of change.

“If you needed some-
thing, he gave it to you,” 
said Thomas Reichling, 
who lives in the neighbor-
hood and often patronized 
the store.

Some residents were 
spooked by the violence, 
saying another man had 
been shot about two weeks 
ago a few blocks away. 

Vet takes holistic approach
Fresh Meadows clinic offers exotic treatments for an array of pets
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Defense revisits 2007 Forest Hills murder case
BY STEVE MOSCO

The killing of a Forest 
Hills orthodontist in the fall 
of 2007 ignited a court case 
that captivated the commu-
nity and led to life in prison 
for the victim’s wife.

Now five years af-
ter Daniel Malakov was 
gunned down in a neigh-
borhood playground, fam-
ily and friends of convicted 
conspirator Mazoltuv  Bo-
rukhova are seeking new 
evidence of her innocence 
and offering $10,000 for in-
formation leading to a re-
trial.

On Oct. 28, 2007, Mala-
kov was walking his then-4-
year-old daughter Michelle 
to the Annadale Play-
ground to meet Borukhova, 
who had just given up cus-
tody of the girl to her father 
after a bitter battle.

The dentist was shot 
in the chest at point-blank 
range by Borukhova’s un-
cle, Mikhail Mallayev, 54, 
who fled the scene. Police 

arrested the shooter three 
weeks later at his home 
in suburban Atlanta after 
they matched his finger-
prints on a makeshift si-
lencer at the scene.

An eyewitness later 
identified him as the shoot-
er in a lineup and during 
the trial.

Police arrested Boruk-
hova three months after 
Mallayev was apprehended 
after they found that she 
made 91 phone calls to her 
distant uncle, whom she 
had denied knowing, and 
paid him nearly $20,000 in 
cash before the shooting.

Investigators said Bo-
rukhova wanted revenge 
against her estranged hus-
band after the courts forced 
her to give up custody of 
Michelle.

A state appellate court 
upheld the murder con-
victions of Malakov’s es-
tranged wife and her uncle 
in 2011.

But Borukhova’s ap-
pellate attorney, Nathan 

Dershowitz, who is prepar-
ing a motion for a new trial, 
believes there were major 
flaws in the Forest Hills 
woman’s initial trial.

“The Appellate Divi-

sion was presented a pic-
ture of an error-infected 
trial, in which the judge 
admitted powerfully preju-
dicial hearsay that permit-
ted the prosecution to paint 

Borukhova as a person 
who threatened and then 
arranged a revenge mur-
der and who was a terrible 
parent and a vindictive 
spouse,” said Dershowitz. 
“The judge improperly 
admitted statements by 
Borukhova taken in viola-
tion of her right to counsel, 
which the prosecutor was 
able to spin for the jury into 
evidence of guilt and con-
spiracy.”

Relatives of Boruk-
hova have even turned to 
retired NYPD Detective 
Jay Salpeter to assist in the 
search for evidence to flip 
the conviction.

This is not the former 
detective’s first foray into 
controversial court rul-
ings. Salpeter helped un-
cover new evidence that led 
to the freedom of three men 
in the West Memphis Three 
case, when a trio of teenag-
ers was convicted of mur-
dering three boys in West 
Memphis, Ark., in 1994.

He also helped free 

Marty Tankleff,  who served 
18 years in prison in his 
wrongful conviction for the 
murder of his parents on 
Long Island in 1989. In both 
of these cases, new evidence 
came from the confidential 
tip lines established by the 
defense team.

“There are people in 
the community who might 
have critical information 
that could shed light on this 
crime,” said Salpeter. “Cas-
es like this sometimes are a 
result of a rush to judgment 
by police and prosecutors, 
while important informa-
tion is left uninvestigated. 
We hope that anyone who 
may have witnessed some-
thing the day of the murder, 
or has information about 
those involved, will call the 
confidential hotline.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Mazoltuv Borukhova’s defense team wants to re-examine the pro-
cess that sent her to prison for the execution of her estranged 
husband.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Charles Kidd, the for-
mer York College president 
who broadened the school’s 
reach  in southern Queens, 
died last week at the age of 
76.

Kidd was York’s fourth 
president, serving from 
1996-2002, and a lifelong ad-
vocate of providing educa-
tion to minority youths.

“During Dr. Kidd’s 
tenure, new academic pro-
grams were added and new 
community partnerships 
forged,” Marcia Keizs, the 
current president of York 
College, said. “President 
Kidd extended the college’s 
reach into Far Rockaway 
to bring that area of our 
Queens community into 
the CUNY fold. It was also 
under his stewardship that 
the CUNY Aviation Insti-
tute at York College was 
born from a partnership 
between the college and the 
Port Authority of New York 
& New Jersey.”

Kidd was born Aug. 9, 
1936, in Washington, D.C., 
and as a young student he 
excelled in technical scienc-
es, earning a scholarship to 

Case Institute of Technol-
ogy in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
a degree in civil engineer-
ing. After serving in the 
U.S. Air Force, he obtained 
a Ph.D. in environmental 
health sciences from the 
University of Michigan, 
where he held the position 
of assistant professor of ra-
diological health.

He was selected as the 
University of Michigan’s 
associate vice president for 
student affairs in 1971 and 
the following year he estab-
lished a black student cul-
tural center.   After leaving 
Michigan in 1972, he and 
his wife moved to Chicago, 
where Kidd worked on the 
Illinois Board of Higher 
Education and later as the 
president of Olive Harvey 
College and then the vice 
president at Chicago State 
University.

His passion for minor-
ity education led him to 
Florida A&M University, 
where he served as the dean 
of the College of Engineer-
ing, Sciences, Technology 
and Agriculture. There he 
successfully won millions 
of dollars in grants for the 
school and established sev-
eral scholarship funds.

When Kidd got to York 
in 1996, he had already built 
a reputation as an academic 
and an administrator.

“He taught for many 
years. Most of his profes-
sional life was as an admin-
istrator,” Ronald Thomas, 
York’s vice president for ad-
ministrative affairs, said. 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southeast Queens 
schools received an early 
Christmas present last 
week when Donovan Rich-
ards, chief of staff to City 
Councilman James Sand-
ers (D-Laurelton), donned 
his red Santa Claus suit 
and presented a $2 million 
check for technology up-
grades to the district’s 25 
schools.

For the past eight years 
Sanders Claus, the council-
man’s holiday alter ego, 
has made the presentation 
but during the final year of 
his Council term the state 
senator-elect passed the 
reins  along to Richards, 
who is running to replace 
his boss.

“The money’s going 
for technology, which a lot 
of our schools don’t have,” 
Richards said. “When we 
started doing this, you 
wouldn’t believe it. A lot of 
these schools didn’t even 
have computers. And some 
were completely wiped out 
by the hurricane and need 
to be made whole again.”

More than 100 excited 
schoolchildren packed the 
auditorium at Laurelton’s 
IS 270, at 233-15 Merrick 
Blvd.,  to share their holiday 
wishes with Kris Kringle.

“I want a flat-screen 
TV and a pool for our 
school,” second-grader Jor-
dan declared, prompting 
uproarious applause from 
his classmates as well as 

from a few teachers.
Principal Chayvonne 

Harper said the $50,000 al-
located to IS 270 would go 
toward buying new Smart 
Boards for classrooms — 
which go for about $4,000 
a pop — and fixing some of 
the existing ones in need of 
repair.

Of course, not every 
Council allocation comes 
with an assembly, and 
Harper said the young-
sters look forward to seeing 
Santa in their school every 
year.

“The kids are really 
excited,” she said. “They’re 
more than ecstatic.”

When asked by Rich-
ards Claus what she wanted 
for Christmas, the soft-spo-
ken principal grew a wide 
smile and said she would 
like a relaxing vacation.

The $2 million was 
spread through schools 
in Rosedale, Laurelton, 
Springfield Gardens and 
Far Rockaway.

Beverley Mitchell, 
principal at the Cynthia 
Jenkins School, said the 
funds would pay for Smart 
Boards, laptops and docu-
ment cameras and PS 132 
Principal Alicia Davis said 
her students would get an 
expansion for their school’s 

science and technology lab.
Leilani, a second-grad-

er whose older brother lets 
her use his iPod, said she 
would like Santa to bring 
her one of the popular gad-
gets she could call her own 
for Christmas.

About 10 minutes later 
she waved a reporter down 
and added, “I forgot to tell 
you I also want an iPad, 
too.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.
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Santa gives $2M to schools
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

*Other Sizes Available from 1 1/2 to 4 lbs ea. @ 8.99 lb.

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
1/2/13

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
1/2/13

SPECIAL THANKS TO JOHN MANZOLA FOR
HELPING US RE-OPEN AFTER THE STORM

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Flushing woman performed illegal surgery: DA
BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing resident 
who decorated her home 
like a doctor’s office and 
performed a buttocks en-
hancement procedure in-
volving Krazy Glue sent 
one woman to the hospital 
and may have caused a 
lifelong medical problem, 
Queens’ top prosecutor said 
last Thursday.

 And according to a 
plastic surgeon at a bor-
ough hospital, it is a prob-
lem he sees all too often.

Liliana Coello, 39, of 
42-29 157th St., was charged 
with assault, reckless en-
dangerment and unauthor-
ized practice of medicine 
in Queens Criminal Court, 
according to prosecutors, 
after she injected a 40-year-
old woman’s buttocks with 
multiple substances.

“The defendant alleg-
edly exploited the vanity of 
her customer by pretending 
to be qualified to perform a 

procedure that, in fact, may 
only legally be performed 
in New York state by a li-
censed medial profession-
al,” said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 
“This is a serious crime 
that could have had fatal 
consequences for the vic-
tim had she not sought le-
gitimate medial assistance. 
Even doing so, she remains 
in a potentially life-threat-
ening condition.”

Coello faces seven 
years in jail if convicted, 
according to Brown.

On Nov. 1, Coello told 
a woman who came to her 
makeshift office it would 
cost $2,500 for the buttocks 
enhancement procedure, 
according to Brown, and 
the alleged faux physician 
knocked $200 off the price 
before injecting what real 
doctors later determined 
was either silicone or par-
affin into each of the wom-
an’s buttocks, according to 
the DA.

Things did not go well, 
and after the woman expe-
rienced pain and seepage 
for several days running, 

she returned to Coello, who 
purportedly injected the 
woman again with penicil-
lin and another substance, 

then tried to seal the leak-
ing injection sites with 
Krazy Glue, according to 
Brown.

The woman went to the 
hospital and was diagnosed 
with a massive infection, 
along with some potentially 
life-threatening issues like 
gangrene, possibly cancer 
 and complications to blood 
circulations that may nev-
er be resolved, according to 
the DA.

Dr. Norman Godfrey is 
the co-chief of plastic sur-
gery at New York Hospital 
Queens, and says this is 
the point where he and his 
team have to take over.

“This is a huge prob-
lem,” Godfrey said. “But 
this is part of a larger prob-
lem of people not using good 
judgment to make sure 
things are being done in a 
proper manner by quali-
fied people.”

People have arrived at 
the hospital injected with 
brake fluid or caulking 

silicone used to seal plumb-
ing fixtures, Godfrey said. 
And it can have terrible 
consequences. Sometimes 
the alien material, infected 
with bacteria, has to be 
removed from the body by 
cutting out the tissue it is 
embedded in, causing mas-
sive disfiguration in some 
cases.

Most people are drawn 
into off-the-radar opera-
tions like the one allegedly 
run by Coello because of 
price, Godfrey said. 

The surgeon urged 
anyone thinking of getting 
a procedure to stick with 
a licensed professional for 
safety’s sake.

“When you’re operat-
ing in the back of a hair 
salon in Astoria, who is 
checking you out?” he 
asked. “Nobody”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

LILIANA COELLO
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Starts Wednesday, January 5th 2013

SAVE 20-70%
on all boots, seasonal & select shoes in stockon all boots, seasonal & select shoes in stocko s s

(cannot be combined with any other offer or previous purchases. Special orders not included)

www.turnpikeshoes.com

Sale ends Saturday, January 12, 2013 

| |

0133
WINTER SALE

Starts Wednesday, January 5th 20S a ned sdaWWWWWWs WWWWWeWWWWWWWWWWWWWW 5yy a 2aSt t W d d J 5th 20S dWWWWWWWWWWWWW 2

FREE GIFT
Bring this ad to redeem 

your gift while supplies last 

Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11:00pm  Saturday 4pm–12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional
Italian Cuisine

We accept all major credit cards

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY DATE.

BY PHIL CORSO

Neighbors living in the 
area off Union Turnpike in 
Bellerose have been sleep-
ing with one eye open lately 
after waking up to various 
acts of vandalism, members 
of the community said.

After the most recent 
incident, in which resi-
dents along 248th Street 
between Union and 81st Av-
enue woke up to find their 
windshield wipers twisted 
and torn off their vehicles, 
Bellerose’s Frank Virone 
said enough is enough.

Virone said he has ex-
perienced several acts of 
vandalism to his property 
over recent years adding 
up to thousands of dollars 
in damage, with this most 
recent incident costing him 
more than $50 on his car.

“They must think my 
car is the parts depart-
ment,” Virone said. “How 
many times is this going to 
happen here?”

On the morning of 
Dec. 20, Virone said he 
had a run-in with the man 
suspected of warping and 
yanking windshield wip-
ers on nearly a dozen cars 
parked along his road, but 
was surprised at the 105th 
Precinct’s handling of the 
issue.

In this particular case, 
Virone and his neighbors 

said officers would not take 
the suspect in for question-
ing unless they had more 
concrete evidence.

“Considering how of-
ten this happens here, I 
expected different behav-
ior from law enforcement,” 
Virone said.

Within hours of the 
incident, which neighbors 
said came as no surprise, 
civic leaders including Bru-
no and Lucy DeFranceschi, 
of the North Bellerose Civic 
Association, met outside on 
the sidewalk to address the 
ongoing concerns.

“We just don’t want 
this anymore,” said Lucy 
DeFranceschi, who lives 
on 247th Street, where she 
said vandals had broken 
car windows earlier this 
month. “It is becoming too 
much.”

A spokesman for the 
105th Precinct said officers 
were regularly patrolling 
the area in light of the up-
tick in acts of vandalism, 
especially during the holi-
day season, to hopefully 
reverse the trend.

Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
said similar acts of car 
break-ins and vandalism 
were rising in his part of 
northeast Queens as well.

“Obviously, this quiet 
neighborhood has become a 
very active area,” Friedrich 

said. “We don’t expect this 
level of criminal activity. 
The 105th Precinct needs 
some help covering this 
area.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) also joined in 
with the Bellerose com-
munity to see the damage 
firsthand.

“This has become a 
mini crime wave,” Avella 
said. “Part of the reason is 
that the 105th Precinct has 
limited resources.”

Avella said the incident 
was a symptom of an ongo-
ing problem he has been 
working to address since 
his days in the City Council 
to potentially split the 105th 
and 109th precincts in half.

Last year, the senator 
introduced state legislation 
that would split the two 
precincts into subdivisions 
to handle the area’s popula-
tion density and geographi-
cal makeups.

The 105th covers 
Queens Village, Cam-
bria Heights, Laurelton, 
Rosedale, Springfield Gar-
dens, Bellerose, Glen Oaks, 
New Hyde Park and Floral 
Park while the 109th Pre-
cinct covers downtown 
Flushing, East Flushing, 
Queensboro Hill, College 
Point, Malba, Whitestone, 
Beechhurst and Bay Ter-
race.

Frank Virone, of Bellerose, shows the $50 bill he paid to fix vandalized windshield wipers on his car 
last week. Photo by Phil Corso

Bellerose vandalism renews
push to split 105th Precinct
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Christmas festivities could be found throughout Queens. (Clockwise from top l.) Brittany Fields re-
ceives her present during the annual Christmas Party, hosted by the African Center for Community 
Empowerment in partnership with Royal Ivey; Shamika Mariano holds her daughter Zaria, 1 1/2, during 
Everything Day; a car is jammed with elves during a toy distribution by the group MakeMothersProud 
in the Rockaways; youngsters participate in a dance contest before receiving their gifts at the African 
Center’s party; Shayla Johnson, 2, seeks out a dance partner at the Sorrentino Recreation Center in Far 
Rockaway; Ivey greets 12-year-old Heaven Williams during the event at the Majority Baptist Church in 
St. Albans; and a truck carrying Santa, Mrs. Claus and elves from MakeMyMotherProud boards on Beach 
Channel Drive during Santa’s Sleigh Run. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Families displaced by 
Superstorm Sandy — scat-
tered throughout hotels 
across the city — attended 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough’s (D-
Jamaica) annual holiday 
party in St. Albans last 
week, and while the chil-
dren enjoyed food and 
games, parents wore weary 
expressions and told of the 
hardships they continue to 
endure almost two months 
after being forced from 
their homes.

The assemblyman’s of-
fice has stayed in contact 
with about 20 families as 
they made their 
way through the 
support system 
set up after the 
storm — first at shelters 
at York College in Jamaica 
and the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory in the Bronx and then 
at several hotels they have 
been staying at since.

“Everybody’s been do-
ing a great job, but there 
have been some gaps in ser-
vices,” said Ernest Flow-
ers, a community liaison in 
Scarborough’s office and a 
candidate for City Council. 
Flowers has been in con-
tact with the families since 
the storm and he said they 
have been struggling to live 
week by week on the sup-
port they receive.

FEMA and the city 
have been putting the evac-
uees up in hotel rooms but 
sometimes payments are 
made late, Flowers said, 
driving them from their 
rooms. The families also 
said their rooms do not 

have kitchens 
and the $100 
they receive 
each week in 

food assistance does not go 
that far in the city.

“Manhattan is so 
expensive,” said Aleya 
Baldeo, a Far Rockaway 
resident who brought her 

three young children to 
the party at the Move Your 
Body Kidz Klub in St. Al-
bans, where they enjoyed 
food and games. Baldeo is a 
Guyanese immigrant with 
few relatives in the country 
 and she said moving her 

children through different 
schools and trying to se-
cure basic necessities such 
as diapers and formula for 
her youngest have taken a 
toll on the family.

“I don’t know what to 
do and I don’t know where 

to go,” she said.
Scarborough invites 

families from southeast 
Queens to attend his holi-
day party every year and 
said this year’s festivities 
seemed all that more mean-
ingful for the families that 

had lost so much.
“We’re just trying to 

help them forget about their 
concerns,” he said.

The assemblyman’s of-
fice collected gifts and gave 
them out to the children at 
the end of the night.

Rachel Rivera and her 
daughter, Marisol, were 
displaced from their home 
in Brooklyn. The young girl 
enjoyed pizza and beamed 
at the end of the night as 
she clung to the toy tea set 
she picked out.

Rivera said it was nice 
to see her daughter have a 
good time, but it was diffi-
cult for her to relax as she 
worried about the days 
ahead.

“She can enjoy it,” Ri-
vera said. “Me? I have to 
think about how are we go-
ing to eat tomorrow.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Children write names on a card at state Assemblyman William Scarborough’s annual holiday party. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Tom McNicholas, own-
er of a gas station and con-
venience store that over-
looks the bay in  Rockaway 
Park, says the city has ne-
glected the bulkhead that 
protects the shoreline from 
the water.

“They’ve done noth-
ing at all over the years to 
maintain it,” he said, look-
ing at the crumbling bay 
wall and frowning.

His property runs right 
up to the bay, and he main-
tains his own bulkhead 
near his convenience store, 
Waves, on Beach Channel 
Drive and Rockaway Free-
way. But a few yards down 
the city property begins, he 
said, and the bay wall there 
is partially held together 
with wooden planks that 
have rotted through.

As a result, McNicho-
las said, the water easily 
penetrates the wall and is 
washing away the land 
from underneath.

“What you’ve got here 

is a pie crust,” he said, 
pointing at the land that 
is sinking in some places. 
“There’s nothing under 
this.”

The bay wall that 
runs along a large portion 
of Beach Channel Drive, a 
main thoroughfare in the 
Rockaways, has sparked 
the concern of local poli-
ticians and community 
leaders. The area’s state 

assemblyman, Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park), said 
he has long called for the 
restoration of the bay wall 
and pointed out that it now 
is in even worse shape after 
Hurricane Sandy.

“Right now, the safety 
of Beach Channel Drive is 
questionable and this puts 
our families at a level of 
risk that I refuse to accept,” 
said Goldfeder.

Community Board 
14 District Manager Jona-
than Gaska also said the 
community has long been 
struggling to bring atten-
tion to the wall.

“We have been fight-
ing for years and it’s about 
time someone takes notice 
before it’s too late,” he said.

The seawall includes 
both public and private 
ownership. But the city  De-

partment of Transportation 
said for the portions under 
its jurisdiction, repairs 
have either been completed 
or are about to begin. The 
agency said it has already 
wrapped repairs at Beach 
131st Street and 
it expects to soon 
begin repairs 
from Beach 116th 
to Beach 125th streets and 
from Beach 130th to Beach 
145th streets.

Regardless, Goldfeder 
said he has heard from 
residents and community 
leaders who are concerned 
about Beach Channel 
Drive’s safety due to the de-
teriorating bulkhead. And 
he said the present condi-
tions leave the road with 
little underground support 
and open up the peninsula 
to further damage from 
flooding in the future.

He also said he is con-
cerned that sinkholes could 
form if the decay continues, 
putting homes along the 
bay at risk.

DOT said it did inspect 

Beach Channel Drive for 
damage after the storm and 
from that review made tem-
porary repairs to the road-
way between Beach 129th 
and Beach 130th streets 
with plans to schedule 

more perma-
nent repairs in 
the future.

In the 
meantime, McNicholas 
said the deterioration of the 
bulkhead is so severe it is 
affecting his own property. 
He said a food stand his son 
had erected near the city’s 
bay wall may have to be 
moved out of harm’s way.

“Had [the city] acted 
better, surely we’d be in 
much better shape,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

The city-owned bay wall near the corner of Beach Channel Drive and Rockaway Freeway is crumbling, 
the land surrounding it sinking in places. Photo by Karen Frantz

Sandy refugees struggle to stay afl oat in hotels

Rockaway Park asks city to restore battered bay wall
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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to persecution in their own 
countries for exercising 
freedoms fundamental to a 
democracy,” he said, add-
ing that the defendants al-
legedly wove “elaborate fic-
tions on behalf of hundreds 
of would-be asylum seek-
ers, coaching them on how 
to lie on their applications, 
stepping in when they went 
off script and lying to im-
migration judges at court 
hearings.”

The 26 defendants 
were charged in nine in-
dictments, and in each case 
law firms in Flushing and 
Manhattan would fabri-
cate the stories and do the 
paperwork in exchange for 
money from the asylum-
seekers, according to Bha-
rara.

One law firm in down-
town Flushing, which was 
previously in Manhattan, 
had submitted 260 asylum 

applications on behalf of its 
clients since 2011, accord-
ing to the indictment.

Freddy Jacobs, of The 
Law Office of Freddy Ja-
cobs, and an office man-
ager named Fnu “Daisy” 
Yang, allegedly followed 
the same modus operandi 
as the other defendants, 
and if convicted could face 
up to 25 years behind bars, 
the indictment said.

They would create 
stories for their clients to 
memorize that fell into 
broad categories, includ-
ing tales of a woman who 
had forced abortions under 
China’s one-child policy, 
or asylum-seekers who 
claimed to be persecuted 
Christians, members of 
China’s Democratic Party 
or practitioners of Falun 
Gong, according to one of 
the indictments.

Translators sent with 
clients for interviews with 
immigration officials 

would sometimes correct 
a client’s speech if the asy-
lum-seeker veered from 
the agreed-upon narrative. 
If an asylum-seeker was 
unfamiliar with the Chris-
tian religion, Yang would 
sometimes send them to a 
nearby church for instruc-
tion, the office said.

An employee of The 
Full Gospel Church in 
Flushing, Liying Lin, was 
charged in a separate in-
dictment with holding 
biweekly sessions at the 
house of worship to train 
asylum-seekers in ex-
change for donations, the 
indictment stated.

She would brief clients 
on what kinds of questions 
they would be asked about 
religious persecution and 
how to answer them, ac-
cording to prosecutors, and 
for extra cash would pro-
vide baptism documents to 
immigration officials.

If convicted, she could 
face a total of 35 years in 
prison, according to the 
U.S. attorney’s office.

Continued from Page 1

Lawyers

Children Food Pantry, at 
13-07 37th Ave. near Raven-
swood Houses.

“In a time like this 
where there is so much sad-
ness and so many things 
to feel bad about, it’s good 
to know that people care 
about their neighbors,” Van 
Bramer said.

Queensbridge resi-
dents who use the pantry 
were able to pick up a extra 
complimentary bag of food 
last Thursday because of 
Van Bramer’s drive. Tay-
lor said the additional help 
was greatly appreciated as 
federal investments in or-
ganizations that help the 
hungry have decreased 
throughout the years while 
demand has increased with 
the ongoing economic cri-
sis.

He said the pantry has 
also faced a setback since 
City Harvest, a Manhattan-
based organization which 
operates a warehouse  in 
Long Island City that deliv-
ers excess food from mul-

tiple sources to shelters 
across the city, has not been 
giving to the mid-sized 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
for the past two months. 
He said the organization 
has found it more efficient 
to deliver large amounts 
of produce to big food pan-
tries that can move them 
quickly.

A spokeswoman from 
City Harvest said the or-
ganization is enacting a 
strategic plan to double 
its food output and deliver 
60 million pounds of food 
a year by 2016. She said 
Queensbridge residents 
have access to three nearby 
emergency food programs, 
the closest of which is half a 
mile away, and that Queens-
bridge residents also have 
access to free produce from 
the Northwest Queens Mo-
bile Market City Harvest 
runs a few times a month 
in Astoria Houses.

“We’ve been very care-
fully identifying how we 
can feed the most hungry 
New Yorkers,” she said.

Dr. Leona Wilkins, as-

sistant coordinator for the 
pantry, said it is funded 
through United Way and 
gets donations from the 
Food Bank. Bread of Life 
serves 60 to 75 families a 
day, and the average age 
of the person it feeds is 
around 50 to 60 years old. 
She said while City Har-
vest is no longer donating, 
the pantry has largely been 
able to maintain what it has 
been doing and hopes to ex-
pand.

“Any extra that we can 
receive we can also render 
and give others,” she said.

Taylor said there is an 
increasing number of indi-
viduals who use pantries as 
a supplement. They may be 
able to buy food own their 
own, but the pantries make 
the difference between 
their having to choose be-
tween buying food or buy-
ing medicine.

“Now we’re seeing 
a new working poor,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.
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City Harvest

citement these kids feel is 
truly amazing.”

The African Center is 
a nonprofit based in south-
east Queens whose goal is 
to empower and develop 
at-risk inner city youths to 
become wholesome, func-
tioning members of society, 
according to Gaspar.

Saywalah Kesselly, the 
executive director of the Af-
rican Center, said the part-
nership with the African 
Center aims to better equip 
neighborhoods like St. Al-
bans to weather hard times 
and come out the other side 
on a positive footing.

“These are tough eco-
nomic times in our coun-
try, with people losing their 
jobs, homes and savings,” 
he said. “When the nation 
sneezes, our community 
catches a severe cold. This 
is a much-needed boost.”

That boost to the holi-
day spirit was shared by 
community members and 
organizations as well as 

clergy, economic develop-
ment representatives and 
one elected official.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
spent the entire day visiting 
residents and celebrating 
the holiday, but he wanted 
to make sure his last stop 
was a Christmas party with 
his constituents.

“It is really heart-
warming to see such self-
lessness this time of year,” 
he said. “[New York Cares 
and the African Center] 
know that this is probably 
going to be the only time 
these kids can celebrate 
and that these are probably 
going to be the only gifts 
they receive. This is a spe-
cial event and very uplift-
ing.”

The sight of towering 
basketball player Royal 
Ivey also uplifted the chil-
dren and families in atten-
dance as the Philadelphia 
76ers guard came back 
home for the holidays. Ivey 
graduated from Benjamin 

Cardozo High School and 
the University of Texas.

“I’m extremely excited 
to once again have the op-
portunity to give back to 
my local community of 
Queens,” said the Harlem-
born, Queens-raised Ivey, 
who has also sponsored The 
Royal Skill Clinic at his for-
mer junior high school, IS 
192, for the past five years.

The children were 
thrilled to learn from an 
NBA player, but one at-
tendee said the greatest les-
son of the night for children 
was to give back to the com-
munity.

“These kids are learn-
ing to give after they re-
ceive,” said Tammie Wil-
liams, a project director 
with the African Center. 
“If someone gives to these 
kids, our hope is that they 
pay it forward to someone 
else.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

NBA’s Iveysolution.
“The phenomenon 

keeps occurring,” state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) said. “We’ve had 
more than three strikes 
and we need to act now.”

Earlier this year the 
senator introduced a nine-
point plan comprised of 
community-based and leg-
islative initiatives aimed 
at curbing gun violence, 
including tougher gun 
laws and limiting access 
to criminals or those with 
mental illnesses.

Smith revisited his 
call for comprehensive re-
form last week after the 
vice president of the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
said armed guards should 
be placed at schools across 
the country.

“I could barely believe 
what I was hearing,” he 
said. “We need to work to-
ward a comprehensive and 
responsible approach to 
gun-control legislation.”

In 2011, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
found New York state to be 

the largest source of close 
to 4,000 guns recovered 
by law enforcement from 
crimes throughout the 
city,  and Smith said state 
laws should be aligned 
with those in New York 
City, which has some of the 
toughest in the country.

He also said recent 
high-profile shootings have 
revealed a need for more 
services for the mentally 
ill.

“There’s a mental 
health component as well,” 
he said. “Obviously some 
of the shootings across the 
country show some chal-
lenges with mentally ill in-
dividuals.”

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
a member of the Council’s 
Mental Health Committee, 
said the Newtown tragedy 
revealed a failure in the 
mental-health support sys-
tem.

“In this particular 
instance this individual 
slipped through the men-
tal-health cracks,” he said, 
adding that each year the 
city’s mental-health bud-
get faces a fiscal crisis that 
defies logic. “And this is a 
horrible tragedy that defies 
logic.”

Halloran favors the 

federal government step-
ping in by requiring all 
states to provide criminal 
and mental health informa-
tion to the FBI’s criminal 
background check system, 
but warned against legisla-
tion that would affect law-
abiding citizens more than 
criminals.

“People who go apply 
for licenses are not the ones 
committing crimes. You 
don’t remedy a criminal 
violation by taking away 
people’s rights,” he said. 
“I’ve been a lawyer long 
enough to know that any-
one who reacts during cri-
sis hasn’t taken a second to 
take a deep breath and look 
objectively at the future.”

Last week, the Council 
Task Force to Combat Gun 
Violence released a number 
of recommendations, in-
cluding instituting a crisis-
management pilot program 
in South Jamaica, which 
has the most shooting inci-
dences in the borough.

“What we wanted to 
do was create a system that 
addresses these problems. 
You can’t address them in 
a vacuum by itself,” said 
Erica Ford, founder of LIFE 
Camp and I Love My Life 
and a member of the task 
force.
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Gift Certificates Available at the Restaurant

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (718) 386-3014 Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our reputation 
on authentic, quality 
recipes, straight from 

Germany.

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

tammtisch com

s

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

We are proudly serving 
Christmas Goose w/ stuffing 
everyday thru the holidays.

Cater Your New Year’s 

Celebration with our Large 

selection of Authentic German 

Meats & Delicacies. 

Don’t Worry!! WE DO IT ALL

No Occassion too big 

or small. Learn more at 

stammtischporkstore.com 

or call (718) 386-7200.

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES


