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Erika Menendez is escorted to a police vehicle in the 112th Precinct parking lot. She was charged with murder as a hate 
crime in the death of Elmhurst resident Sunando Sen. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY REBECCA HENELY AND STEVE 
MOSCO

 
Two Queens city council-

men have urged the MTA to in-
stall new safety devices in the 
subway system after a 46-year-
old man was pushed onto the 
tracks in Sunnyside last week as 
a train approached and a woman 
was charged with his murder as 
a hate crime.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Erika Me-
nendez, 31, faces charges of sec-
ond-degree murder for allegedly 
shoving Indian-born Sunano 
Sen in front of a No. 7 train as it 
headed into the 40th Street-Low-
ery Street station last Thursday. 
She faces a maximum of 25 years 
to life in prison if convicted. 

“The defendant is accused 
of committing what is every 
subway commuter’s worst night-
mare — being suddenly and 
senselessly pushed into the path 
of an oncoming train,” Brown 
said. “The victim was allegedly 
shoved from behind and had no 
chance to defend himself. Be-
yond that, the hateful remarks 
allegedly made by the defendant 
and which precipitated the de-
fendant’s actions can never be 
tolerated by a civilized society.”

After she was arrested, 
Brown said Menendez told in-
vestigators that she pushed Sen 
onto the tracks because she be-

Continued on Page 46

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
For residents who suffered 

through devastating losses and 
hardships in Hurricane Sandy’s 
wake, the new year brought both 
hope for a brighter future and fear 
that 2013 could be even worse..

Some were optimistic, see-
ing sparks of life in their rav-
aged neighborhoods. One Broad 
Channel resident, Robert Keith, 
mentioned a revamped city Rapid 
Repairs effort 
in the last few 
weeks as fuel-
ing hope that 
things would 
finally be bet-
ter.

But others were wary of what 
the new year would bring, saying 
much-needed aid has been slow to 
arrive.

One restaurant owner, Bru-
no Rinaldi, said if he does not re-
ceive insurance money or a U.S. 
Small Business Administration 
loan within the next two weeks, 
he will need to permanently close 
his Howard Beach business.

Adding to worries, the House 
of Representatives failed to vote 
on a $60.4 billion aid package for 
the New York and New Jersey vic-
tims, but under bipartisan pres-
sure from lawmakers a vote was 
scheduled later this week.

Lawmakers want subway safeguards
Woman charged with pushing man to his death in front of No. 7 train in Sunnyside

Boro residents  
weigh prospects
after hurricane

Murders rise in Queens 
but fall citywide in ’12
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Two Queens moth-

ers were killed in separate 
hit-and-run accidents just 
about an hour apart from 
each other on a rainy night 
last week and the police 
were looking for the driv-
ers who left both scenes.

Maria Beria, 30, was 
celebrating the holidays at 
home with her three young 
children and husband the 
day after Christmas when 
just before 7 p.m., she in-
sisted on giving a family 
member a ride, her sister 
said.

Beria stepped out of 
her South Jamaica house 
and crossed 111th Avenue 
and, as she opened the door 
to her blue Honda, a white 
vehicle traveling west hit 
her and then left the scene, 
police said. Beria was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead.

Bhagwandai Barclay, 
Beria’s sister, said she was 
excited her father was visit-
ing from Guyana and had 
even hired a photographer 
to take pictures of the fam-
ily Christmas Day.

“He doesn’t visit that 
often and she knew this 
was probably the last time 
she could get a picture of 
the whole family,” Barclay 
said. “The whole family cel-
ebrated Christmas in the 
house.”

Beria was a mother 
to two young boys and a 
12-year-old girl and a de-
voted wife who would do 
anything for her family, 

Barclay said.
“She was a very caring 

person and she was always 
there for them,” her sister 
said, adding that Beria’s 
daughter was “devastated” 
by the tragedy.

Neighbor Roger Paria 
described Beria as a sweet 
and kind woman and said 
fellow residents are terror-
ized by cars racing up and 
down the street in front of 
their homes.

“It’s like a drag strip 
out there,” he said.

About an hour earlier 
a mother from Floral Park 

was killed crossing Hill-
side Avenue.

Sheena Mathew, a 
38-year-old wife and moth-
er of two young girls, was 
hit by a car traveling east 
on Hillside Avenue during 
a downpour as she crossed 
the road at the intersection 
of Little Neck Parkway just 
before 6 p.m., police said.

The vehicle left the 
scene and Mathew was 
pronounced dead when she 
arrived at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital, according 
to the NYPD. The police did 
not have a description of 

the vehicle that hit Mathew, 
and after the accident the 
area was peppered with fli-
ers requesting anyone with 
information to contact the 
police.

Mathew was an active 
member of the St. Grego-
rios Malankara Orthodox 
Church, and the day after 
she died friends and loved 
ones gathered near the site 
of the accident for a candle-
light memorial.

The police had not 
made an arrest in either of 
the accidents and both in-
vestigations were ongoing.

BY JOE ANUTA

When former Assistant 
Parks Commissioner Es-
telle Cooper died Saturday, 
she left behind a history of 
public service in Queens 
clouded by legal troubles 
associated with her tenure 
as head of a nonprofit that 
funded upkeep at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Aside from working in 
the city Parks Department 
and running the nonprofit, 
Unisphere Inc., the Whites-
tone resident had previous-
ly been an active member 
in the Queens Republican 
Party and was known for 
throwing yearly fund-rais-
ers for her charity.

But in early 2012, Coo-
per, who was in her early 
80s, resigned from both her 
posts and over the summer 
was charged by the Queens 
district attorney with steal-
ing $50,000 from Unisphere 
Inc.

At her funeral Monday, 
her family remembered her 
contribution to politics as 
well as civic life in Queens 
and that Cooper was the 
first woman to run for the 
state Senate.

“We will never know 
anyone who is more inspir-
ing or full of life,” Mike 
Balsamo, Cooper’s grand-
son, said in a statement 
on behalf of the family. 
“While we mourn the loss 
of a barrier-breaker, we 
also celebrate the life of a 
dedicated public servant 
and hope that Estelle’s 50-
year legacy to civic service 
offers an example to young 

people around the world 
that hard work can truly 
make dreams come true.”

Elected officials and 
Republican members re-
membered Cooper as a bi-
partisan civic leader. She 
was a GOP district leader 
in Forest Hills decades ago, 
and according to City Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), got along 
with her colleagues across 
the aisle.

A Queens GOPer who 
did not want to be named 
called Cooper “a very bi-
partisan public leader.”

Queens lawmakers 
past and present, includ-
ing former Borough Presi-
dent Claire Shulman, 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) attended 

Friends and family members remember Sheena Mathew, who was killed in a hit-and-run accident in 
Floral Park last week. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Queens moms mowed down
Hit-and-runs steal lives of two pedestrians in S. Jamaica, Floral Park

Estelle Cooper dies
amid legal troubles

Estelle Cooper was remem-
bered by her family for her 
committment to public service.

Continued on Page 46
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The Famous Chef - Humberto - and his Partner Benito (formerly of Ember 
Steakhouse) are now Preparing Delicious Steaks for the Queens Community. 

Please Come and Enjoy Our Menu.

FREE DELIVERY

Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!
NO CHANGE TO THE DINER MENU WILL BE MADE!

Thank you for your support!

GOOD FOOD

GOOD COMPANY

GOOD TIMES

Shrimp cocktail (4) jumbo .........$8.95 
Fresh mozzarella & tomato ........ $7.95
Caesar salad ................................$6.95

Mixed Green salad ........................$5.95 
Fried calamari ...............................$7.95

Menu Additions for Your Dining Pleasure…

All plates served with choice of potato & vegetable of the day.
All plates served with a glass of homemade Sangria, Wine, or Beer!

T-bone Steak for Two ................ $34.95 
T-bone for One .......................... $24.95
New York Cut Sirloin Steak ...... $19.95
Rib Eye Steak ............................ $23.95
Filet Mignon  ............................. $23.95 
Calf Liver with Bacon & Onion  $11.95
Two Cut Pork Chops Topped w/
 Sauteed Hot or Sweet Pepper  ..$13.95

Shrimp Scampi (6) Jumbo 
 w/ Rice  ................................... $17.95
Veal Marsala, Piccata 
 or Francese .............................$13.95
Chicken Marsala, Piccata 
 or Francese .............................$11.95
Filet of Sole Broiled or Sauteed ... $15.95

ENTRÉES

APPETIZERS

Forest Hills Diner 
& Restaurant 

is Now Serving 
Steak, Chops 

and More. 

College Point veteran trains pet pig for therapeutic role
Owner takes inspiration from her service dog named Harvey and hopes sow can lift spirits of others

BY JOE ANUTA

Nadine Darsanlal’s life was 
never the same after she teamed 
up with her service dog Harvey 
three years ago, and now she is 
trying to help others discover the 
therapeutic power of animals by 
training her second pet — a clev-
er micro pig named Wilbur.

Darsanlal found Harvey af-
ter serving in the U.S. Navy from 
1997-2001. After she got out she 
contracted an illness that left her 
partially disabled, she said. The 
College Point resident had trou-
ble bending down to pick objects 
off the ground and getting out of 
bed in the morning due to chron-
ic pain, but found relief after 
her application for a service dog 
was accepted by an organization 
called Dogs for Deaf and Disabled 
Americans, which partnered her 
with the pooch. Harvey picks up 
objects, turns on lights, puts on 
shoes and generally lifts up her 
spirits.

“He changed my life. Big 

time,” she said. “These dogs are 
not just here to help you physi-
cally. They are here to help men-
tally.”

Harvey is a legal service 
animal recognized by the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and is 
allowed to accompany her every-
where.

About a year and a half ago, 
Darsanlal decided to purchase 

a pig as a playmate for Harvey, 
she said. When the tiny porker 
arrived at their home, he became 
fast friends with his canine co-
habitant and had a great person-
ality. That is when she decided to 
train Wilbur to become a therapy 
pet, using her knowledge of train-
ing Harvey.

The sow can shake hands, sit 
and perform all manner of tricks. 

If the word “apple juice” is spo-
ken, even from 20 yards away, it 
will come running.

Darsanlal has taken the duo 
to area schools, including the 
Renaissance Charter School in 
Jackson Heights. The principal 
there declared Harvey and Wil-
bur well-behaved and “a delight” 
for both students and teachers.

But it might be difficult for 
Wilbur to be recognized as a ther-
apy animal in New York City.

An international nonprofit 
called Pet Partners registers 
therapy animals, partnering 
with the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals in the New York City area. 
A registered therapy animal does 
not enjoy special distinctions like 
Harvey, but rather gets access to 
hospitals and nursing homes in 
the nonprofit’s network, which 
are assured the animals are prop-
erly trained.

Recently, the nonprofit has 
been accepting applications on 
behalf of pigs in other areas.

It might seem like Wilbur 
would be a perfect fit as well. He 
appears to be a good-tempered, 
shrewd, if not slightly mischie-
vous animal. But it is not legal 
to keep pigs as pets in the five 
boroughs, according to the city 
Department of Health. And Pet 
Partners would not register an 
unauthorized animal, according 
to the nonprofit.

But Darsanlal is not fazed. 
She has been visiting schools and 
other venues in the area to raise 
money for Dogs for Deaf and Dis-
abled Americans, so others can 
have the life-altering experience 
that Harvey has brought her.

“I think I’ll be doing this for 
the rest of my life,” she said.

And everywhere she goes 
with Harvey, to the delight of 
(just about) everyone, Wilbur can 
typically be found waddling after 
him.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Nadine Darsanlal walks her two boys, Wilbur (l.) and Harvey across a College 
Point street. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Christina Santucci
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• Hurricane Sandy slammed into the Northeast coast 
on Oct. 29, unleashing a massive storm surge flooded the 
Rockaways and parts of southern Queens. 

• Fires torched homes and businesses as emergency 
responders were unable to travel through flooded streets. 
More than 120 homes in Breezy Point were reduced to 
rubble.

• In total, 11 people in Queens lost their lives as a re-
sult of Sandy, police said. Flushing resident Tony Laino, 
who was killed when a tree toppled onto his home, was 
the first recorded death and Albert McSwain died the day 
after the storm when he fell down a staircase in the Ham-
mels Houses, according to the NYPD.

• Thousands lost power during the storm, and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo criticized Con Edison and LIPA for what 
he deemed as a lacking response effort by the utility com-
panies. 

• Gasoline shortages crippled the city, forcing Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg to impose rationing for two weeks be-
ginning Nov. 9.

• Cuomo announced that the state would seek $42 bil-
lion in federal aid to help rebuild.

• The House of Representatives failed to pass an aid 
package for storm-ravaged areas on Jan. 1. 

Sandy leaves mark on Queens

(Clockwise from top l.) Olga Gonzalez, who works at Beer House Beverages in 
Rockaway Beach, stands in the doorway of the shop, which is filled with ru-
ined merchandise; former President Bill Clinton hugs Liz Robbins, Clinton Global 
Iniative volunteer, as he tours a cleanup site of a playground in Far Rockaway; 
Francis Seim adjusts his cap as he looks through belongings in his home in 
Broad Channel; Ronald Adams shows the cracked concrete basement of his dam-
aged home on Beach 46th Street; a man points to a sign in the window of the 
Belle Harbor Yacht Club, indicating the building was inspected; the ocean is vis-
ible through a damaged home in Belle Harbor; residents console one anoth-
er in Breezy Point; Roger Gendron, president of the New Hamilton Beach Civic 
Association, airs out relatives’ photo albums in his basement; and rescue workers 
check homes in Breezy Point. Photos by Christina Santucci
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(Clockwise from top l.) Vehicles’ headlights illuminate Rockaway Beach Boulevard 
at Beach 114th Street, where a fire destroyed several stores; a kitchen sink dan-
gles above the sand in a Belle Harbor beachfront home; the boardwalk at Beach 
36th Street is destroyed; Meadowmere resident Anthony Guastella looks out into 
his backyard with his dog, Shadow. His home was flooded and had to be gut-
ted; a Seastreak ferry leaves Rockaway en route to Manhattan on the first day 
of service; several items were salvaged from the Nowich family home in Howard 
Beach, including photos of Walter Nowich’s parents; and a boat, nicknamed the 
SS Minnow, sits on the Cross Bay Boulevard divider in Broad Channel. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Two men were shot 
to death in the borough 
Saturday, one a Far Rock-
away teenager who was 
gunned down outside his 
best friend’s party and the 
other a 31-year-old man 
who was found dead inside 
his Rosedale home, police 
and family of the teen vic-
tim said.

Two suspects have 
been apprehended in con-
nection with 17-year-old 
Xavier Granville’s murder, 
police said. Dashawn De-
verow, 21, of 78-00 Shore 
Front Pkwy., and Jamane 
Yarbrough, 16, of 54-09 
Almeda Ave., both from the 
Rockaways, were arrested 
and charged with Gran-
ville’s murder, according to 
the NYPD.

Deverow was also 
charged with criminal pos-
session of a weapon after 

he was allegedly picked 
up with a loaded firearm, 
police said. A spokeswom-
an for the NYPD said the 
charges did not specify 
whether the gun was an 
AK-47. Shell casings from 
an AK-47 and a .45-caliber 
pistol were found at the 
crime scene, police said.

Granville was found 
dead in front of Beach 15th 
Street and Heyson Road 
in Far Rockaway, after as-
sailants in ski masks shot 
the 17-year-old in the head, 
police and family of the 
victim said. He had been 
attending a birthday party 
for his best friend, relatives 
said.

One witness to the 
shooting described a chaot-
ic scene, with a large group 
of teenagers running out-
side the Oceanview II apart-
ments, possibly engaged in 
a fist fight, he said.

The witness said he 

was in his apartment across 
the street and was sitting 
by his window smoking a 
cigarette when the teenag-
ers spilled out of the apart-
ment complex. The shots 
rang out as the teens were 
fighting, he said.

“It was boom, boom, 
boom, boom, boom,” he 
said, saying he crouched 
low to avoid getting hit by a 
stray bullet.

“When I put my head 
in the window again, the 
guy was down already,” he 
said.

Family had gathered 
at Granville’s apartment 
Saturday afternoon, where 
his devastated mother 
described him as a good 
young man who could 
make anybody laugh and 
dreamed of becoming a ma-
rine biologist.

“When he smiled he lit 
up the whole room,” Shika-
ra Granville said.

Masked gunmen kill teenager 
at Far Rockaway party: Cops
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P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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BLOTTER

We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

Woman, 25, dies in watery boro car crash
ROSEDALE — A woman accused 

of drunk driving and crashing into a 
Rosedale marsh Sunday was charged with 
the drowning death of one of her passen-
gers, the Queens district attorney said.

Denise Finley, of Arverne, was behind 
the wheel of a 2000 Ford Focus carrying 
five passengers at about 5 a.m. when she 
lost control of the vehicle and careened 
into the marshland near the intersection 
of Brookville and Rockaway boulevards, 
according to the DA.

Finley and other passengers made it 
out of the partially submerged vehicle once 
it hit the water, but 25-year-old Dominique 
Jamison was trapped inside and later re-
moved by emergency personnel, according 
to the DA.

Jamison was taken to Jamaica Hospi-
tal and pronounced dead, the DA said.

Finley was arrested and charged with 
manslaughter, driving under the influence 
and driving without a license, according to 
the DA.

Officers who responded to the scene 
reported that Finley smelled of alcohol and 

had watery, blood-shot eyes, the DA said. 
She allegedly told officers that she drank 
a cup of vodka and cranberry juice at Sky-
lark Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge in 
Springfield Gardens before she drove, ac-
cording to the DA.

Finley told officers that she stepped 
on the brake while navigating the road-
way and the wheels locked up and sent the 
car tumbling off the road, according to the 
DA.

Driver dies when van hits tractor trailer
FRESH MEADOWS — A 37-year-old 

man was killed Friday after the van he 
was driving hit a parked tractor trailer at 
Horace Harding Expressway and Francis 
Lewis Boulevard, police said.

Cops found the man with severe trau-

ma to his body and transported him to 
Booth Memorial Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival.

The cops said no other injuries were 
reported and the tractor trailer was unoc-
cupied.

Cops on the hunt for two serial boro robbers
QUEENS — The NYPD 

has asked for the public’s help 
in identifying two suspects 
who are suspected of commit-
ting six robberies at gunpoint 
in Queens.

The incidents occured in 
the period from Nov. 29 to Dec. 
19 and include the robberies of 
two Gulf gas stations, a Quick 
Script Pharmacy, a Total Wire-
less, a Great Supermarket and 
Norden Drugs Rajani, police 
said.

Cops said the suspects 
brandished guns in each of the 
robberies, but there were no 
reported injuries.

Police are searching for two people who are suspected of 
committing six robberies at gunpoint. Images courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter

Firefighters and emergency responders as-
sist at the site of a car submerged in the 
water near Brookville Boulevard. 

Photo courtesy NY Post/G.N. Miller

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Queens lawmakers 
denounced Republicans in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives Wednesday for fail-
ing to vote on a recovery 
package that would help 
New York and New Jersey 
rebuild after being ravaged 
by Hurricane Sandy.

“This is an act of spite-
ful indifference that will 
go down in history as a low 
point in a low era,” U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) said.

Although the U.S. Sen-
ate passed a bill last week 
that would supply $60.4 
billion in aid to the storm-
battered regions, the House 
did not take up the measure 
on Tuesday night as the 
end of the legislative ses-
sion neared.

After a day of intense 
criticism, including blasts 
from Rep. Peter King (R-
Massapequa Park) and Re-
publican New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, Speaker 
of the House John Boeh-
ner (R-Ohio) promised he 
would hold a vote on $9 bil-
lion in disaster aid Friday 
and would schedule a vote 
on the remaining $51 bil-
lion for Jan. 15.

But Queens officials 
said the state urgently 
needs the aid now and ac-
cused Republicans of turn-
ing their backs on the storm 
victims.

Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said he 

had been told the reason for 
inaction was that Repub-
licans could not stomach 
voting on additional legis-
lation in the current legis-
lative session.

“I wonder if they 
walked along the beaches of 
Breezy Point, Staten Island 
or Seaside Heights if they 
could ‘stomach’ the devas-
tation,” he said. “Stomach 
the lives lost, homes de-
stroyed or families still dis-
placed. Stomach the busi-
nesses that are closed and, 
in many places, have been 
lost.”

New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and Christie 
released a joint statement 
excoriating the failure to 
act, saying it was a derelic-
tion of duty.

“It has now been 66 
days since Hurricane San-
dy hit and 27 days since 
President Obama put forth 
a responsible aid proposal 
that passed with a biparti-
san vote in the Senate while 
the House has failed to even 
bring it to the floor,” they 
said. “This failure to come 
to the aid of Americans fol-
lowing a severe and devas-
tating natural disaster is 
unprecedented.”

Maloney spoke about 
aid packages quickly passed 
for victims of previous hur-
ricanes while Sandy vic-
tims were still waiting. It 
took two weeks for Con-
gress to pass a bill for Hur-
ricane Katrina victims and 

BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Two months after Hur-
ricane Sandy bludgeoned 
the city with the new year 
at hand, residents in the 
hardest-hit areas of Queens 
were mixed on their out-
look for 2013.

Al Kinsler was one of 
those who thought things 
were looking bright.

“I’m always optimis-
tic,” said Kinsler, who lives 
on the corner of Beach 47th 
Street and Beach Channel 
Drive in the Rockaways.

Details of Kinsler’s 
story may be familiar to 
others living in the path 
of the storm’s surge, which 
caused soaring floodwaters 
that left a wake of destruc-
tion. He, like others, faced 
daunting water damage to 
his home and has had to 
live elsewhere as he applied 
for federal aid and made 
needed repairs.

Although he still can-
not live in his house in its 
present condition, he said, 

he was working on the 
dwelling Saturday and was 
hopeful he could move back 
in within a month. And he 
said there are good signs 
around that his neighbor-
hood was slowly inching 
back to life.

“I think we’ll bounce 
back,” he said. “I’ve seen 
[the neighborhood] at its 
worst and I’ve seen it at its 
best,” adding that its best 
was during the storm with 
so many people rallying to 
help others.

Broad Channel resi-
dent Robert Keith was also 
optimistic about 2013.

“I feel very good now 
that Rapid Repairs is here,” 
he said, referring to the pro-
gram aimed at accelerating 
home repairs through a 
team of trade workers con-
tracted by the city.

He said things were not 
looking as good about two 
weeks ago, when the pro-
gram seemed to be poorly 
managed in the neighbor-
hood. He said contractors 

would show up to make as-
sessments or repairs late or 
not at all.

But at a recent commu-
nity meeting to discuss the 
neighborhood’s concerns, 
Keith said an official from 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
office showed up and got an 
earful from residents about 
the disorganization.

“Somebody put a flame 
under the mayor’s rear 
end,” he said.

He said since then the 
program has been running 
smoothly and effectively, 
making him look hopeful 
to the future.

But others were angry 
at the government response 
to the storm and worried 
about what 2013 had in 
store.

“I’m very nervous 
about the new year,” said 
Bruno Rinaldi, owner of 
Bruno restaurant, at 158-22 
Cross Bay Blvd. in Howard 
Beach.

The restaurant sus-
tained nearly $400,000 in 

damages during the storm, 
including the complete de-
struction of freezers, an 
ice machine, refrigerators 
and its entire inventory. 
It was shut down for five 
weeks and is now operating 
at half capacity with many 
employees loyally working 
for free because there is no 
money to pay them.

Although Rinaldi im-
mediately applied to the 
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration for a loan and 
filed a claim with his insur-
ance company, he said so 
far both have delayed pay-
ments and are projecting it 
could still be weeks before 
they send any money.

And without monetary 
aid soon, he said, the res-
taurant will have to close 
for good, putting his em-
ployees out of work.

“Two weeks from now, 
we don’t get help, we’re 
done,” he said, making a 
cutting motion across his 
neck.

Far Rockaway resident Al Kinsler adjusts a strap in the back of a truck after workers unload supplies to make repairs on his home. He has 
most recently rented apartment as he waits for his house to be fixed. Photo by Christina Santucci

Electeds decry delay 
on vote for Sandy aid

Sandy victims weigh future
Still facing major hurdles, Rockaway residents temper optimism

SUPERSTORM SANDY

Continued on Page 46

Art and Pat Tully peer into the remnants of their summer home in 
Breezy Point.
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Ready to gift in any denomination  
at your local Massage Envy Spa.

Introductory 1-hour  
massage session*

Introductory 1-hour  
Healthy Skin facial session*

$ $49 59
GIFT CARD

Good for massages, facials and peace of mind.

MassageEnvy.com/Clinics/NY/Bayside · Convenient Hours
 

*See clinic for details. ©2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

(718) 279-ENVY (3689)

Open 7 Days: M-F 9-9, Sat 9-8, Sun 9-6

BAYSIDE
38-03 Bell Boulevard
Off the SE corner of 38TH Ave

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With one more day’s 

worth of crime statistics 
yet to be counted and 2012’s 
official total tallied, the 
city was on track to regis-
ter its lowest murder rate 
in decades, but by Dec. 30 
Queens had already record-
ed one more murder than it 
had in 2011.

By Dec. 30 there had 
been 418 murders in the 
city, which is down from 
515 in 2011 and the lowest 
since the city started keep-
ing records back in 1963.

Across Queens’ 16 po-
lice precincts, however, 
there were 82 murders in 
2011 and by Dec. 30 2012 
there were already 83 
throughout the borough, 
police said.

The Police Depart-
ment counts each week’s 
crime figures beginning 
on Mondays, so since the 

30th fell on a Sunday, the 
year’s numbers will not be 
available until at least next 
week, a police spokeswom-
an said.

The NYPD has not yet 
included approximately 310 
citywide crimes from Feb. 
29 to its 2012 numbers so 
that an accurate compari-
son can be made between 
2011 and 2012 each week.

Leap Day’s crime num-
bers will be added to 2012’s 
total at the end of the year.

The 113th Precinct 
continued to be the bor-
ough’s most deadly, though 
there was the possibility it 
might show a slight decline 
by year’s end.

Covering the neighbor-
hoods of South Jamaica, 
St. Albans, Baisley Park 
and part of Springfield 
Gardens, the precinct had 
registered 16 murders by 
the 30th, compared to 17 in 
2011.

The neighboring 103rd 
Precinct — covering down-
town Jamaica and Hollis 
— had the second highest 
number of murders both 
years, with 10 so far for 
2012 compared to 11 the pre-
vious year.

 The 105th Precinct 
— stretching along the 
Queens-Nassau County 
border from Queens Vil-
lage to Rosedale — had an 
increase from five murders 
in 2011 to eight by Dec. 30.

For both years the six 
precincts covering south-
east Queens and the Rock-
away Peninsula accounted 
for more than half the 
murders throughout the 
borough.

About half the bor-
ough’s precincts saw a 
decline in their numbers, 
with the other half show-
ing increases.

Corona and Elmhurst’s 

Queens murder rate inches up 
as citywide homicide rate falls

Continued on Page 46
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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City teachers need a contract in 2013
A

s this year draws to a close, 
city public schools teachers 
will start 2013 without a new 
contract.

There is no reason why the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers, city De-
partment of Education and the mayor 
cannot sit at the negotiating table and 
come to an agreement on a fair and 
livable contract for the more than 
80,000 pedagogues and other school 
staff who deserve one.

The city schools chancellor and 

the mayor have been dragging their 
feet on this issue, and the UFT needs 
to be more proactive in getting every-
body to the bargaining table.

Teachers work hard under a myr-
iad of unfavorable conditions, includ-
ing overcrowded classes, unruly stu-
dents, lack of necessary support from 
administrators and lack of classroom 
materials for instruction.

It is time our teachers and school 
support staff be treated as profes-
sionals and given the respect they 

deserve, as well as a decent contract 
that provides raises that will coincide 
with annual cost-of-living increases.

Teachers deserve to be paid liv-
able salaries.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

THE CHALLENGE FOR 
2013

Queens took it on the chin in 2012, but the future looks 
bright in 2013.

The first challenge is to rebuild the areas devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy. Some experts say it will take years 
to rebuild the Rockaways. In the meantime, Queens lead-
ers must make certain that families who lost homes and 
people who lost businesses are not forgotten. Work has 
only begun.

That could be good. Queens has staggering unem-
ployment and the rebuilding should create thousands 
of jobs. Young people will be given the chance to learn a 
trade as helpers for plumbers, electricians and carpenters 
and hopefully gain entry into unions. If federal aid comes 
through, Sandy could be a long-term boost to the borough 
economy.

This is also the year the city will elect a new mayor. 
For three terms Michael Bloomberg has applied his finan-
cial expertise and no nonsense approach to running the 
city. The billionaire went a bit far with his nanny state 
campaigns, but overall Queens and the other boroughs 
have thrived under his leadership in most areas.

We look forward to a new mayor who will keep 
Queens’ priorities near the top of the city’s to-do list. Al-
ready a half-dozen potential candidates have emerged. If 
nothing else, the campaign will be exciting.

Queens will also elect a new borough president, re-
placing Helen Marshall. The list of potential candidates 
includes state Sens. Tony Avella and Jose Peralta, Coun-
cilmen Leroy Comrie and Peter Vallone, former Council-
woman Melinda Katz and Deputy Borough President Bar-
ry Grodenchik.

The new Queens leadership should work with the new 
administration to reclaim the borough’s public schools. If 
schools have problems, work respectfully with teachers, 
principals and the union to fix them.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott is a son of 
Queens who cares about the city’s schools and its students. 
We’d like to see what he would do under a different mayor.

Our challenge and privilege for the coming year as 
your community newspaper is to continue to bring you 
news overlooked by the city’s dailies and give you the op-
portunity to express your opinions in letters.

We’re looking forward to the coming year.
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City must overhaul tree maintenance We would be better without guns
An open letter to Mayor 

Bloomberg:

I 
am writing once again 
to highlight the fail-
ure of the city and the 
city Parks Department 

to properly maintain city 
trees.

It was evident from 
Hurricane Sandy that most 
of the damage, other than 
direct flooding, was the 
cause of downed trees. As 
you know, the fallen trees 
caused fatalities, severe 
damage to homes and prop-
erties and caused a signifi-
cant portion of power out-
ages.

It is outrageous that 
the city continues the 
policy goal of planting a 
million trees while there 
is an inability to properly 
maintain the trees cur-
rently planted throughout 
the city.

Almost every hom-
eowner I spoke to who has 
damage as the result of a 
city tree indicated that he 
or she had been trying to 
get the city to remove or 

prune the tree for years.
The city needs to do a 

better job at maintaining 
the trees that are already 
planted and, going forward, 
there needs to be a concrete 
plan in place to address this 
serious problem.

I recommend the fol-
lowing actions be taken im-
mediately:

• Form a Tree Policy 
Review Committee com-
prised of independent ar-
borists to evaluate current 
tree maintenance rules and 
regulations.

• Immediately and tem-
porarily halt the million 
tree planting program un-
til such time as new rules 
and procedures are put into 
place.

• Purchase necessary 
equipment for tree mainte-
nance.

• Increase funding for 
tree pruning to accommo-
date a five-year pruning 
schedule.

• Eliminate the policy 
of not removing a living 
tree.

• Provide funding to 
eliminate the back log of 
stump removals.

• Establish “shelf life” 
for various tree species.

• Acknowledge respon-
sibility for damages to hom-
eowners’ sewer and water 
lines by city tree roots.

• Provide proper fund-
ing for the Tree and Side-
walk repair program and 
expand it to include cooper-
atives and condominiums.

• Allow homeowners to 
prune trees in front of their 
homes.

I would appreciate 
your reviewing my sugges-
tions and letting me know 
how the city will change 
its tree policies so damages 
from future storms as the 
result of downed city trees 
will be lessened.

I cannot overempha-
size the seriousness of this 
issue. You must take ac-
tion.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

I 
do not understand why 
we need to have guns so 
prevalent in our society. 
I know about the Second 

Amendment and the right 
to bear arms. I know about 
the Bill of Rights and when 
and why it was adopted.

I am not talking about 
whether it is legal or ille-
gal, whether it is right or 
wrong, whether it is an AK-
47 an AR-15, a bazooka or a 
.22-caliber rifle or a pistol. 
It just does not make sense 
to me.

From the beginning of 
their introduction, the pri-
mary purpose of a firearm 
is to rip through flesh and 
bone and kill a living crea-
ture. And please, do not give 
me that garbage about guns 
are used for target practice, 
skeet shooting, recreation 
or hunting an animal. The 
primary purpose is to kill.

And I am sure some 
of you, if you have chosen 
to keep reading up to this 
point, are thinking, “I am 
going to reiterate to Frank 

the age-old argument that 
guns do not kill people 
— people kill people.” To 
which I say: Please.

I buy that argument 
about as much as I buy the 
fact that food does not keep 
people alive — people keep 
people alive. Of course, 
people need to eat food, 
but the fact of the matter 
is food sustains us. It is a 
given that a person needs 
to ingest it.

The same way that, 
yes, a person needs to 
shoot a gun. The gun is 
meant to kill human be-
ings and animals. Guns 
kill people — just ask my 
former neighbor, whose son 

is dead because a loaded 
gun dropped on the floor in 
their house.

So I keep asking my-
self in a civilized society: 
Does there need to be such 
a proliferation of firearms? 
Should firearms be allowed 
or available in our society? 
What would the world look 
like if there were no guns?

Sure there would be 
something else used in 
their place, maybe even 
with more power. I am 
not naive, I qualified as a 
sharpshooter with an M-16 
rifle and handguns in the 
military, but would we not 
be better off without so 
many guns?

Would as many of our 
children and citizens be dy-
ing in our streets? Would 
perpetrators be coming into 
our homes at an alarming 
rate? Would the bad guys 
overtake the good guys?

I do not think so.

Frank Coffaro
Whitestone

Pols must back weapon control

T
he shooting massacre 
at the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in 
Newtown, Conn., was 

a senseless tragedy that 
could have been avoided.

My condolences goes 
out to the families who 
lost their children and the 
adults who lost their lives. 
How many more people 
have to die before elected 
officials start doing their 
jobs and put a stop to peo-
ple being able to purchase 
these types of guns?

Virginia Tech, Colum-
bine, the Colorado movie 
theater, the Sikh temple, 
the Oregon mall — how 

many more need to die 
before everyone starts to 
wake up and say enough is 
enough?

When is this madness 
going to stop? Stop talking 
about it and start doing 
something about it. Actions 
speak louder than words.

Now is the time to start 
changing gun laws.

Paul Priore
Flushing

American fi rearms need regulation

T
he Second Amend-
ment calls for regu-
lation, not a blanket 
absence of common 

sense.
We have more regula-

tion and keep better track 
of our cars than we do our 
guns.

It is time for strict na-
tional gun control and an 
end to the ludicrous grip of 

the gun lobby.

Michael Chimenti
Oakland Gardens

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I keep asking 
myself: Does there 

need to be such 
a proliferation of 

fi rearms?

Stop talking 
about gun control 

and start doing 
something about 

it.

CORRECTION
The article on the 82nd Street Partnership in the Dec. 27, 2012-Jan. 2, 2013, issue of TimesLedger 
Newspapers should have said the organization received a $50,000 grant.
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I
n recent years, we have 
had a September pri-
mary election in which 
political parties with 

more than one candidate 
have the registered voters 
of their party choose a can-
didate through the primary 
electoral process. Once the 
candidates are chosen, the 
general election campaign 
then continues for about 
eight weeks until the fall 
election in early Novem-
ber.

Back in the early 1970s 
and before then, we used to 
have an early June prima-
ry. The summer campaign 

would then be devoted to 
the fall general election 
rather than primaries. That 
would mean the general 
election campaigns would 
last for about 16 weeks in-
stead of eight, which is how 
they are now.

There have been pe-
riodic attempts to move 
the primary election back 
to June, but as of now the 
September primary stands 
in place. By having a June 
primary, the petition drive 
would be in April and 
May instead of during the 
hot weather of June. This 
would be a welcome change 
for those who are active in 
gathering signatures for 
candidates.

By selecting candi-
dates in a June primary, 
it would give more time to 
the general fall election in 
terms of gaining name rec-
ognition, fund-raising ef-

forts and debating issues.
One example of this 

occurred in the 2012 Sep-
tember primary for U.S. 
Senate, where candidate 
Wendy Long won a land-
slide victory and became 
the Republican candidate. 
Once the primary was over, 
she had only a few weeks to 
campaign for the November 
election. It was too short a 
period of time to campaign 
against her incumbent op-
ponent or have any more 
fund-raising efforts.

These factors affect all 
political parties. It would 
be beneficial to our politi-
cal election system in New 
York if our state Legisla-
ture considered changing 
the primary election back 
to June.

Elections in 2013 will 
include all citywide and 
City Council offices besides 
the borough presidencies. 

Here in Queens, it is the 
Democratic primary that 
decides who the borough 
president will be, since 
there has not been a Queens 
Republican borough presi-
dent since the 1950s.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has indicated 
that after serving only two 
years in the Senate, he 
wants to run for borough 
president. Avella has now 
run for Council, Senate and 
mayor. He is adding a fourth 
office to that. Considering 
that his predecessor, Frank 
Padavan, served 38 years in 
the Senate, it is unusual for 
an office holder to serve for 
only two years before seek-
ing another office.

In 2009, Avella ran in 
a citywide Democratic pri-
mary for mayor. Although 
he did not win, he gained 
increasing name recogni-
tion and fund-raising pos-

sibilities. These things 
helped him win his Senate 
seat the following year.

The possibility ex-
ists that Avella, if he wins 
the borough presidency in 
2013 and serves four years, 
will increase his chances 
of running for mayor in 
2017, since he will again 
be increasing his politi-
cal strength through more 
name recognition and as-
sistance in fund-raising.

During the last several 
weeks, there has been con-
tinual speculation about 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Chairman 
Joseph Lhota running for 
mayor as a Republican. 
Having been a deputy may-
or during the Giuliani ad-
ministration, he will more 
than likely have the sup-
port of former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani.

He seems to be confi-

dent that he will be able to 
get the financial backing 
needed to run a strong race. 
There seems to be growing 
support in the state Conser-
vative Party for endorsing 
him, but there may be oth-
er Republican candidates 
joining the race. We may 
see primaries in the Repub-
lican and Democratic par-
ties to chose their mayoral 
candidates.

It will be of interest 
to see if Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, after serving 12 
years in office, will endorse 
a candidate for mayor.

The new year brings 
promise of being politically 
eventful in New York City.

Move all primary elections from September to June

Columnist wants to see better management of city trees in 2013

A
s I look forward to 
the new year, below 
is one civic leader’s 
Top 10 wish list for 

2013:
1. Replacement of 

broken curbs will receive 
higher priority than miles 
of needless bike lane con-
struction. The city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
continues to spend mil-
lions of dollars installing 
traffic-choking bike lanes 
that create gridlock. Spend 
those resources on crum-
bling curbs and broken 
sidewalks.

2. Common sense and 
sanity will reign at the city 
Parks Department. Hur-

ricane Sandy taught us 
that the time has come to 
end the criminalization of 
tree pruning by homeown-
ers who wish to maintain 
city trees in front of their 
homes. Homeowners have a 
vested interest in maintain-
ing these trees that have 
been neglected by the city. 
Left unattended, these trees 
damage sidewalks, crack 
water and sewer lines and 
fall onto properties, caus-
ing damage and injury to 
people. The Parks Depart-
ment’s failure to modify its 
rules has made “outlaws” 
out of responsible hom-
eowners who seek to prune 
dangerous branches.

3. Put people ahead of 
trees. The city’s obsession 
with trees has created a de 
facto policy that puts the 
health and welfare of trees 
before the people. Hard to 
believe? As president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op, I 
have been requesting curb 

repairs for more than 15 
years. This past week, I fi-
nally had the opportunity 
to walk the property with a 
senior DOT inspector.

Most of the curbs in our 
community have been evis-
cerated by tree roots, leav-
ing deep ruts from water 
runoff where curbs used to 
channel running rainwater 
into catch basins. Many un-
suspecting motorists have 
stepped out of their vehicles 
at night into one of these 
crevices and have been in-
jured. Even so, Parks will 
not allow the DOT to cut 
tree roots or remove trees 
to facilitate curb repairs.

In other words, the city 
is more concerned about 
the health of its trees than 
about your health and well-
being. Will Obamacare of-
fer tree coverage?

4. Prohibit politicians 
from using campaign funds 
to pay their legal fees. Us-
ing these funds to defend 

themselves against charges 
of corruption or misuse of 
taxpayer-provided cam-
paign funds is inappropri-
ate. Also, garnish the wages 
of politicians who refuse to 
pay fines imposed for ille-
gally plastering campaign 
signs on public property.

5. End the dog-and-po-
ny shows of politicians pre-
senting awards to each oth-
er for job performance that 
is marginal at best. Also, 
cease naming public struc-
tures after politicians.

6. Politicians must stop 
blaming every problem on 
someone else and begin to 
look in the mirror. Policies 
are made by them, not tax-
payers.

7. End the inherent 
conflict of interest between 
government and public 
sector unions. As long as 
unions provide money and 
resources to elect politi-
cians, whose interests will 
best be served by elected 
officials: taxpayers or 
unions?

8. Let us recognize 
that there is a difference 
between the United Federa-
tion of Teachers and indi-
vidual teachers. The UFT’s 
primary focus is not chil-
dren but jobs for its mem-
bers. It is the individual 
teacher who is focused on 
children first.

9. End political cor-
rectness, charges of “code 

word” usage and accusing 
others of being racist for 
merely stating debatable 
policy positions.

10. More local news-
paper coverage of civic 
organizations fighting to 
improve their communi-
ties. Quote civic leaders 
and mention their names 
and civic groups and do the 
same for the politicians, 
who are often a day late and 
an idea short of a solution. 
Expand the Letters to the 
Editor section by adding an 
additional page.

After having read my 
Top 10 civic wish list, why 
not send some of your own 
to the Letters to the Editor 
section of this paper?

Until then, happy and 
healthy new year to all.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

The obsession with trees has created a 
de facto policy that puts the health and 

welfare of trees before the people.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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w/coupon, exp. 1-20-13

w/coupon, exp. 1-20-13

w/coupon, exp. 1-20-13

w/coupon, exp. 1-20-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

GET 
$100 
OFF
& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE

The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

Home of the 2003 New York City Little League, 

Section 3 Champions

Every Monday evening 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Every Saturday morning 11:30am – 12:30 pm

through January 26th, 2013

At the Little League Club House 
25-50 Francis Lewis Boulevard in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

2013 – Registration – 2013

For ‘Registration Forms’ visit us at 
www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

REGISTER EARLY, 
DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED

or the 29th year Lar-
ry Mattola, owner 
of LP & Co. Hair De-
sign, has opened his 

shop on a Sunday prior to 
the holiday season to pro-
vide beauty treatments to 
the developmentally dis-
abled children in the com-
munity.

But this year, the own-
er of Concept E Salon, John 
Elenterio, decided to add to 
the holiday pleasure of chil-
dren and young adults. For 
years he had helped out at 
Larry’s shop, but this year 
decided to volunteer his 
shop also.

The children, who un-
dergo hair washing, cut-
ting, make-up application 

and nail treatment, come 
from District 75 schools, ce-
rebral palsy organizations 
and word of mouth. The 
salon workers and their 
families volunteer. The 
patrons partake in raffles 
as a source of revenue for 
toys and needed materials. 
Prize baskets come from 
local stores. Friends of the 
workers and their children 
give out toys and serve re-
freshments to those who 
come to the shop for treat-
ments. Some patrons from 
the stores volunteer.

This year, U.S. Marine 
Sgts. Gary LaBarbera and 
Hulio Mateus came in their 
uniforms and posed with 
the children. PS 721 teach-
ers Ashley O’Rourke, Cher-
yl Paprocki and Pat Wat-
son came to be with their 
students. The teachers had 
spent several days prepar-
ing their students for the 
beauty salon experience. 
Some, due to their medical 
problems, had never been 

to a beauty shop.
Both salons were 

decked out with holiday 
decorations, trays of cook-
ies, bagels and soft drinks. 
Volunteers dressed in do-
nated Santa Claus, Rudolph 
and Spider-Man costumes. 
Balloons were made into 
toys and wreaths. Lu Lu’s 
Bakery donated trays of 
cookies to both stores. Clas-
sic Media donated DVDs as 
gifts to the children.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
The shootings in Newtown, 
Conn., have again reignited 
the debate about the ease of 
buying automatic weapons, 
but it also shined a light on 
the teachers in our schools.

It seems teachers are 
blamed for the lack of prog-
ress in education. The trend 
seems to be to close schools 
and fire teachers and prin-
cipals to make schools 

better. Suddenly a young 
teacher, Victoria Soto, 
took the bullets meant for 
children and a principal, 
Dawn Hochsprung, and the 
school psychologist, Mary 

Sherlach, died.
What more do they 

want our educators to do? 
Remember Newtown!

Boro salons cater to disabled youth during holiday season
■

The Civic 
Scene
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BY JOE ANUTA

The commission in 
charge of redrawing City 
Council districts for the 
next 10 years scheduled a 
public hearing in Queens 
for early January to dis-
cuss changes made to the 
51 seats — a meeting that 
a little more than a month 
ago seemed nearly impos-
sible.

The hearing is slated 
for Monday, Jan. 14, and 
will be held from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College’s Little The-
ater, at 31-10 Thomson Ave. 
in Long Island City.

It will be part of a third 
round of public hearings on 
the district changes, which 
are made by a 15-member 
panel every decade to ac-
count for population shifts 
identified by the U.S. Cen-
sus, after the process was 
thrown into reverse earlier 
this year.

The commission had 
caught heat for making its 
most substantive changes 
to the district maps after 

holding two rounds of pub-
lic hearings ending in Oc-
tober. These revised maps 
then went on to the Council 
in mid-November without 
any public criticism to go 
along with them.

But an uproar ensued 
after reports surfaced that 
the house of an embattled 
Brooklyn lawmaker, state 
Assemblyman Vito Lopez 
(D-Brooklyn), had been ger-
rymandered into the dis-
trict he was eyeing for 2013.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
called for the commission 
to rescind the maps, some-
thing Carl Hum, the com-
mission executive director, 
told TimesLedger News-
papers in November was 
all but impossible, since 
the City Charter stipulates 
how the process is to move 
forward.

But after consulting 
with the city Law Depart-
ment, the commission 
found that the charter, in 
fact, did allow them to take 
the maps back from the 
Council and hold more pub-

lic hearings. Hum said this 
action had nothing to do 
with Quinn’s wishes.

The announcement 
came as a welcome sur-
prise for Queens groups 
like the Asian American 
Community Coalition on 
Redistricting and Democ-
racy, an umbrella group 
composed of many civics 
that had been advocating 
for what is known as the 
Unity Map. The group con-
tends the map is a fair divi-
sion of Council lines based 
on keeping neighborhoods 
and communities together.

“Accord has consid-
ered a third round to be 
necessary and welcomes 
this announcement,” the 
group said in a statement. 
“These upcoming hear-
ings will present an oppor-
tunity for the Districting 
Commission  to maintain 
positive changes made in 
the [latest] map, further 
improve boundaries to re-
flect demographic changes 
and in particular address 
outstanding issues affect-
ing minority voting rights 

and Asian American com-
munities.”

The commission made 
its announcement Dec. 4, 
when it also put Lopez’s 
house back into its original 
district and drew most of 
a co-op and condo commu-
nity in Flushing, Mitchell-
Linden, back into the dis-
trict of Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing). The com-
mission called splitting 
Mitchell-Linden a mistake.

Groups in north 
Flushing are advocating 
for Broadway-Flushing to 
be kept in the district of 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), and have 
an ally on the panel in the 
form of former Republican 
state Sen. Frank Padavan.

Accord wants the 
neighborhood of Bayside 
united, and the area of Bri-
arwood/Jamaica Hills put 
back into its traditional 
district, currently rep-
resented by Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows).

Our Technicians 
Are 
Proven Pros With 
Certification From 
ASE & N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS 
INSPECTION 
STATION

200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  
Repair Service Station  

Please Call  
The BBB (212) 533-6200  

MEMBER 
OF BETTER  
BUSINESS  
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER 
SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

Hoses and Battery

Turn & True Rotors or Drums. Dex Cool 
Anti-Freeze 

Add $10

Only  

$2495

Reg. $29.95

$7995 $9995

$4995Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign &  
Domestic Cars  

Includes:   
IO Point Safety  

Check & Up To 5  
Quarts Motor Oil

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.7.13

Semi-Metallic 
 Add $20

TONY PANVINI
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.7.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.7.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.7.13

Rotate tires 
$10  extra

New Anti-Freeze

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
Serving 
Bayside  
For Over 
25 Years

Districting Commission gives boro third chance

The city Districting Commission is taking more 
public comment on proposed City Council district lines. 

Image courtesy Districting Commission
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Celebrating Our 90th Anniversary 

Of Keeping You Warm!

ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE PROTECTION PLANS!

BLUE DIAMOND FUEL 718-965-0900
www.bluediamondfuel.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL     FUEL DELIVERY     HEATING SERVICE     OIL & GAS BOILER INSTALLATIONS & UPGRADES

$500 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Oil Heat System
OR

$300 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Natural Gas Heat System
Includes a free 1-year serivce 

agreement (a $239 value)
Gas Systems Only. Coupon Must be Presented at 
Time of Service. Cannot be Combined with Any 
Other Offer or Discount. Offer Expires 12/30/12. 

$50 NEW 
CUSTOMER 

BONUS!
Good towards your 

fi rst oil delivery.

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Service. 
Cannot be Combined with Any Other Offer 
or Discount. Offer for New Customers Only.

Offer Expires 11/30/12.

Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

       Our                    Low Prices &  

our Upcoming Open Houses dates:

Sunday Jan. 6, 2013 11am to 4pm
Saturday Jan. 19, 2013 11am to 4pm
Sunday Jan. 27, 2013 11am to 4pm

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center
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CITY OF NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LEASE AUCTION

January 23, 2013 

Retail Space at 8501 & 8509 Fifth Avenue 

Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 

Unimproved Land Available including

M Zoned Queens Sites (102,732 sf & 15,838 sf) 

For information on these and other sites 

Call (212) 386-0335 

ask for Lease Auction or visit the DCAS Website 

at: nyc.gov/auctions 

 

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FROM JANUARY 7, 2013 TO JANUARY 15, 2013 

 
The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
January 7, 2013 to January 15, 2013. These hearings are open to the 
public. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to submit 
written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing 
will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

MANHATTAN  
Monday, January 7th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hunter College - Auditorium 
(Entrance on E. 69th Street)  

695 Park Avenue  
New York NY 10065 

BRONX  
Wednesday, January 9th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hostos Community College  
Repertory Theater, Building C  

500 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN  
Thursday, January 10th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Saint Francis College  
Founders Hall Auditorium  

180 Remsen Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

QUEENS  
Monday, January 14th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

LaGuardia Community College  
Little Theater 

31-10 Thomson Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 

STATEN ISLAND 
Tuesday, January 15th  

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Staten Island Borough Hall  
10 Richmond Terrace  

Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
Prior to the hearings, you may also submit written testimony to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY 10007, or by email to: 
hearings@districting.nyc.gov on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the 
hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of the hearing 
for which you are submitting your comments. 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or any 
other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made to 
accommodate such requests. 

BY STEVE MOSCO

As one of the first city 
schools affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy to reopen after 
the storm, PS 114 in Belle 
Harbor was quick to assess 
the damage.

While children were 
able to return to their class-
rooms, much of the school’s 
supplies and equipment was 
rendered destroyed. Includ-
ed among the casualties 
was the music program’s 
cache of instruments.

But youngsters at the 
Belle Harbor school were 
in for a pre-Christmas sur-
prise when retail giant Wal-
mart teamed with NBC’s 
“Today Show” to replace 
much of what was lost.

W a l m a r t 
visited the 
school, at 400 
Beach 135th St., 
Dec. 18 and delivered new 
instruments for the band, 
new sporting equipment 
for the gym, new computers 
for the classrooms, new art 

supplies for the students 
and more.

“The ‘Today Show’ 
came to us and asked us if 
we wanted to get involved 
in telling the story of a local 

school,” said 
Joe Schmidt, 
manager of a 
Walmart store 

in Secaucus, N.J. “We visit-
ed the school and saw what 
happened. We thought it 
was important to highlight 
what happened and reach 

out to help those kids.”
And so early on that 

Tuesday morning, a Wal-
mart trailer rolled up to the 
school and elicited screams 
of delight from scores of 
schoolchildren. Schmidt 
said he recruited more 
than 30 staff members from 
his store to travel to the 
Rockaways and assist in 
the event.

“We encourage a 
culture of giving back to 
the communities where 

you work and live,” said 
Schmidt. “Once I an-
nounced what we planned 
on doing and what it was 
for, associates were jump-
ing at the chance to get in-
volved.”

Walmart associates 
came running out from be-
hind the trailer, each with 
an instrument in hand, and 
passed them along to the 
surprised youngsters.

“Some of the kids start-
ed crying,” Schmidt said of 
the children in Grades 1 
through 7. “They were very 
thankful at the same time. 
I was really impressed with 
how children that age con-
ducted themselves.”

But tearful apprecia-
tion transformed into star-
struck shrieks as Walmart 
and school officials intro-
duced actor, rapper and 
comedian Nick Cannon, 
who donated top-of-the-line 
headphones to go with the 
iPad Nanos distributed for 
free by Walmart.

Walmart employees hand out instruments to students at Belle 
Harbor’s PS 114. Photo courtesy Walmart

Belle Harbor’s PS 114 surprised

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428

718.740.2524 topbingonyc.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

For More Information: Contact Barry Kessler, (516) 315-5305
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PTA discounts.com™

is coming to NE Queens

On February 15th, 2013, the very first 
site whereupon everyone who has any 

connection to a school located in 
Whitestone (parents, teachers or students)

will enjoy a brand new discount coupon service created just for them. 
They will be able to print coupons from leading local businesses, 

stores, services and professions by simply clicking onto one’s school.

Local discounters are able to change their coupon values and offers 
regularly as the seasons and discount marketing concepts change, 

making this a most valuable resource of money saving opportunities.

Special safety and PTA messages are being made available to parent 
organizations and schools on this special site.

Discount advertisers are limited to one of each category per market area.
*Look forward to annoucements regarding other separate school community sites 
in Bayside, Flushing, Douglaston, College Point, Kew Gardens and other parts of 

Queens, Long Island and throughout New York, New Jersey & Connecticut. 

*Save Money Every Day!

Special PTAdiscounts.com member cards are being distributed 
throughout Whitestone for easy reminder access to the site. No 
membership fees or registration is required to use this service. PTAdiscounts.com

Visit PTAdiscounts.com 
For Great Savings At  

Local Establishments

� Parent
� Teacher / Staff
� Student

NAME

SCHOOL AFFILIATE

Discounts Valid For Any And All 

Parents, Teachers & Students 

 No Fee Required

Whitestone parents, teachers and students at the following schools may utilize this particular coupon site:
Holy Cross Greek School, Whitestone Academy, Holy Trinity, St. Agnes, St. Fidelis, St. Luke, 
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Buckley Country Day School

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Toddler through Eighth Grade

I N S P I R I N G  S C I E N T I S T S

Admissions Open House 
Tuesday

January 15, 2013 
9:00 AM

 
Kindly RSVP 516.627.1910 ext. 2700

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

The Buckley curriculum incorporates 
enriched instruction in literacy,

mathematics, and science, supported by 
current educational research.

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

Dump truck kills boy, 11, in Jax Hts.
BY REBECCA HENELY

A Jackson Heights 
corner has become a make-
shift shrine to an  11-year-
old boy, who police said was 
run down by a dump truck.

Stuffed animals, bou-
quets of roses, dozens of 
candles and snacks like 
Pop-tarts and Wise chips 
have been placed at the cor-
ner of Northern Boulevard 
and 80th Street in memory 
of Miguel Torres, who lived 
six blocks from where he 
was struck and killed Fri-
day.

Police said the white 
truck was pulling a gen-
erator at the time of the 
accident. It was traveling 
southbound on 80th Street 
and turning west on North-
ern Boulevard at 8:45 a.m. 
when it hit Miguel of East 
Elmhurst, according to the 
NYPD. Authorities found 
Miguel dead at the scene, 
police said.

The truck kept going 
after the accident, police 

said, but NBC reported the 
driver was tracked down by 
the NYPD and no criminal-
ity was found.

A spokeswoman for 
the NYPD said Wednesday 
no criminal charges had 
been filed against the truck 
driver.

On Saturday, relatives 
outside Miguel’s home on 
84th Street said they were 
too upset to speak about the 
child.

“It’s really hard for 
us,” one man said. Another 

said Miguel’s mother was 
devastated after losing her 
young son.

“It’s very sad,” said 
Ann Aoli, a Jackson Heights 
resident who was at the cor-
ner at around 11:30 a.m. 
“I’m very upset about it.”

Aoli heard about the 
incident from resident Olga 
Gonzalez, who said she just 
missed witnessing the acci-
dent herself. She had been 
visiting a nearby deli for a 
coffee when she came out 
and saw the boy.

“He was already on 
the floor — dead,” Gonzalez 
said.

Police officers had sec-
tions of the sidewalk and 
roadway blocked off Friday 
morning while investigat-
ing the scene. The medical 
examiner’s office arrived 
to take the body away at 
around 11 a.m.

Kenneth DiLorenzo, 
who lives two blocks away, 
said Friday morning that 
he was alerted to the ac-
cident when he heard heli-
copters.

He said he has lived 
in the neighborhood for 30 
years and attended IS 145, 
which is located across 
from the site of the acci-
dent. DiLorenzo said he 
could not recall a death 
ever having occurred at the 
intersection, but remem-
bered many collisions.

“Between here and 
78th and Northern, I’ve 
seen a lot of accidents,” he 
said.

A memorial for 11-year-old Miguel Torres includes flowers, snacks 
and a black and white photo of the boy. Photo by Christina Santucci
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Resorts World has nation’s biggest slot revenue
BY STEVE MOSCO

The end of times did 
not come for gaming in 
2012. 

Resorts World Ca-
sino New York City hit the 
jackpot this year, becom-
ing the single largest slot 
revenue gaming property 
in the country with more 
than $638 million in gross 
gaming revenues. The state 
was a big winner as well: 
The casino generated more 
than $435 million in tax 
revenues, with $280 million 
of that going directly to the 
state’s education fund.

“While we never 
doubted this would be a 
successful venture, we have 
far exceeded any and all ex-
pectations we had for 2012 
and can’t wait to begin an 
even better 2013,” said Mi-
chael Speller, president of 
Resorts World at Aqueduct 
Racetrack in South Ozone 
Park. “It’s clear that New 
Yorkers and tourists alike 

are aware that there is a 
wonderful, world-class ca-
sino experience right here 
in Queens — minutes, not 
hours, away.”

Speller said the in-
creased education funding 
is a testament to the fore-
sight of the state Legisla-
ture. When authorizing 

Video Lottery Terminals 
at state racetracks, the 
Legislature established a 
revenue-sharing model to 
directly benefit education.

But revenue for the 
state’s education coffers is 
only one of the benefits in 
2012, according to Speller. 
The gaming guru said that 

in the past 12 months, the 
casino has created more 
than 3,000 jobs for New 
Yorkers, with a majority 
of those positions going to 
Queens residents. The ca-
sino has also donated more 
than 1 percent of its annual 
profits to dozens of local 
community organizations 

in the borough and city-
wide.

The casino welcomed 
more than 10 million visi-
tors to the facility in 2012 
and future visitors will see 
an increase in amenities. 
Speller said the casino is 
setting up a Jamaica Sta-
tion Lounge, where free 
shuttles will run every 
10 minutes for customers 
from Long Island and Man-
hattan and will double its 
bus frequencies to all major 
populated areas.

The initiative is ex-
pected to complement the 
casino’s new Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity connection to the A 
line, which is projected to 
open in early 2013 at the 
Aqueduct-North Conduit 
station. 

“We are confident that 
as we continue enhancing 
our gaming and entertain-
ment offerings for the next 
year, Queens and New York 
state will remain ... the big 

winners at Resorts World 
Casino,” Speller said.

Genting New York, a 
subsidiary of the largest 
gambling company in Eng-
land and Southeast Asia, 
opened the casino last fall, 
with 4,525 electronic slot 
machines and 475 electron-
ic table games. The gaming 
giant converted the dilapi-
dated grandstand at Aq-
ueduct into an electronic 
gaming mecca packed with 
slot machines and a dizzy-
ing array of restaurants.

The Legislature began 
the process of amending 
the state constitution ear-
lier this year to permit full 
table gaming. The next step 
in the process is another 
amendment and then the 
measure will go to voters 
in a referendum.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Resorts World Casino became the single largest slot revenue gaming property in the country in 2012.
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Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO (1-888-462-8288) 
or visit nymcu.org for more information.

Replacement Auto Loans are subject to evaluation of individual member creditworthiness. 
Interest will accrue from the date of the loan. Program will run from December 5th, 2012 until
January 31st, 2013, and program terms are subject to change without notice. Eligibility: All
new and used vehicles, model years 2013-2006. MCU only finances vehicles purchased from
a franchise dealer: Financing not available for private, individual sales or lease buyouts. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Membership required.
Federally insured by NCUA

MCU’s Member 
Assistance Program 
Replacement Auto Loan

If your car was deemed a total loss during 
Hurricane Sandy, a REPLACEMENT 
AUTO LOAN* from MCU can help  
you get back on the road.  

NEW and USED CARS

NO PAYMENTS for 90 Days

Complimentary GUARANTEED ASSET 
PROTECTION (GAP) insurance, 
protecting you and your auto loan from
the unexpected

Any remaining balance on your existing
car loan, after application of proceeds
from insurance claim, may be included
in your Replacement Auto Loan 

DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY
BUY ONE HERO, 

GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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Stop by our Sunset Park, 
Bay Ridge, Maspeth or 
Ridgewood location today!

No one makes it easier  
for your money to work harder.

1.00%20-month  
CD APY*

Get a  

FREE GIFT
†   

valued up to $200

For a limited time only.  

Value depends on deposit.

* Annual percentage yields (APYs) quoted are accurate as of 12/10/2012 and are subject to change at any time without notice. $25,000 is the minimum deposit for the promotional CD. $250,000 is the maximum deposit for the promotional CD. Penalties 
may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the base rate of interest in effect at that time. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process and must be 
funded with new monies. Offer valid only for personal customers. 

† The value of all CD gifts (including applicable sales tax and delivery costs) will be considered as interest income on your account for income tax purposes in the first year the account is opened and will be included on your 1099-INT statement. 
The account must remain open for a minimum of 12 months or the value of the CD gift (plus applicable tax and delivery costs) may be billed to you or debited from the account at time of closing. We reserve the right to make bonus substitutions of 
comparable value and assume no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from, the bonus item. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the bonus item. Bonus items 
will be mailed to the address provided. Allow up to 5 weeks for delivery. 

 ©2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.
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ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

SE Queens celebrates Kwanzaa’s seven principles
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Hundreds of people 
braved a mixture of rain 
and snow to celebrate 
Kwanzaa, a weeklong holi-
day that honors African-
American heritage and 
community, at Springfield 
Gardens High School Sat-
urday.

“A lot of us have forgot-
ten from whence we came,” 
said Gladys Keller, Queens 
section president of the 
National Council of Negro 
Women, describing the im-
portance of Kwanzaa for 
the black community. “Ev-
erybody started in Africa. 
And this is about learning 
about the heritage, our her-
itage .... You have to know 
where you’ve been in order 
to move forward.”

The National Council 
of Negro Women was a co-
sponsor of the event.

The festivities ran 
from the afternoon to the 
evening at the school, at 
143-10 Springfield Blvd. 

Throughout the day music, 
dance and other perfor-
mances and speeches took 
place in the theater, while 
vendors sold an array of 

African-themed jewelry, 
clothing and books in the 
hallways and Southern-
style soul food was served 
in the cafeteria.

The event also includ-
ed the lighting of the red, 
green and black kinara 
candles representing the 
seven principles of Kwan-

zaa: unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, cre-
ativity and faith.

Kwanzaa was created 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga, 
an African studies profes-
sor, writer and activist in 
the 1960s as a way to cel-
ebrate African culture.

“He developed Kwan-
zaa because we as African 
Americans had nothing to 
celebrate,” said Carol Al-
len, board member of the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
a co-sponsor of the event. 
“We developed it for our in-
terests and education.”

Kwanzaa runs from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 and fea-
tures gift-giving and a feast 
in the final days. Many of 
its symbols have African 
roots, which speakers at the 
event said are important 
for the African-American 
community to reaffirm.

“Kwanzaa’s not just 
here,” said speaker Sonia 
Diaz, a member of the Af-

rikan Poetry Theatre, re-
ferring to the theater from 
which she was addressing 
an enraptured crowd. “It’s 
not just this week. Kwan-
zaa is every single day that 
you live.”

For others at the event, 
Kwanzaa provided much-
needed time to feel part of a 
community and forget their 
troubles, even if for a little 
while.

“We came out to do 
something fun,” said Elea-
nor Alexondre, who was 
at the celebration with her 
son, Clarence.

She said she traveled 
from her home in Far Rock-
away, a region hit hard 
by Hurricane Sandy two 
months ago. She said to 
be out among others who 
shared her culture was up-
lifting.

“I’m so happy right 
now,” she said, moments 
after she had been joyfully 
dancing to music in the 
theater. “I’m happy to be 
alive.”

Vendors such as Amatula Designs line the hallways in Springfield Gardens High School during 
Saturday’s Kwanzaa celebration. Photo by Karen Frantz
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REDUCE YOUR RISK 
FOR ALZHEIMER’S 
DISEASE

Alzheimer’s disease affects mil-
lions of people across the globe. 
In the United States alone, the Al-
zheimer’s Association estimates 
one in eight older men and women 
has the disease, which is the sixth-
leading cause of death in the coun-
try.

Few families have not been af-
fected by Alzheimer’s disease, and 
many relatives of those with the 
disease fully understand the role 
family history can play. Research 
into the disease is ongoing, and it’s 
already yielded valuable informa-
tion that may help reduce the prev-
alence of this devastating disease 
in the years to come. 

One byproduct of researchers’ 
efforts is the discovery that it may 
be possible to prevent or delay the 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease 
through the implementation of a 
combination of healthy lifestyle 
choices. The following are a few 
healthy habits that may help men 
and women reduce their risk for 

Alzheimer’s. 
• Exercise regularly. A study 

conducted by Scottish researchers 
and published in the journal Neu-
rology in 2012 touted exercise as 
the most effective way for adults to 
protect their brains from Alzheim-
er’s disease. Researchers exam-
ined roughly 700 70-year-old par-
ticipants, all of whom were born 
in 1936, who were asked to report 
their levels of physical activity. 
Each participant then received an 
MRI at age 73. Those tests revealed 
that the participants who were 
more physically active showed less 
brain shrinkage and fewer white 
matter lesions, both of which are 
indicators of Alzheimer’s disease. 
In addition, the Alzheimer’s Re-
search & Prevention Foundation 
reports that physical exercise re-
duces a person’s risk of developing 
Alzheimer’s by 50 percent and can 
even slow further deterioration 
in those who have already begun 
to develop the cognitive problems 

associated with Alzheimer’s. Re-
searchers continue to study the 
relationship between physical 
activity and the development of 
Alzheimer’s diseases, but the evi-
dence is mounting that regular ex-
ercise, regardless of a person’s age, 
is a great way to reduce risk for Al-
zheimer’s.

• Eat healthy. What you put into 
your body may also reduce your 
risk for Alzheimer’s disease. The 
brain operates at its best when it 
is fueled with a healthy diet that 
includes fresh fruit and vegetables, 
healthy fats, and lean protein. A 
heart-healthy diet is also brain-
healthy, and researchers have 
found a potential link between 
heart disease and Alzheimer’s 
disease. Researcher Larry Sparks 
of the Sun Health Research Insti-
tute in Arizona and formerly of 
the Kentucky medical examiner’s 
offi ce studied brain tissues with 
a goal of fi nding early signs of Al-
zheimer’s disease. He discovered 

that those who had the telltale 
plaques of Alzheimer’s disease 
also had heart disease, suggesting 
heart disease may be a forerunner 
of brain diseases like Alzheimer’s. 
The Alzheimer’s Association feels 
this link between the two will only 
grow stronger in the years to come, 
suggesting that a heart-healthy 
diet that reduces a person’s risk 
of heart disease may also reduce 
the risk for Alzheimer’s down the 
road. More information on a heart-
healthy diet is available at www.
heart.org.

• Stimulate yourself mentally. 
Mental stimulation can help the 
brain stay sharp, and people who 
fi nd ways to stay mentally stimu-
lated can reduce their risk of devel-
oping Alzheimer’s. Embrace activi-
ties that require communication 
and interaction with others, and 
fi nd time for additional tasks that 
can stimulate your brain. These 
may include studying a foreign lan-
guage, reading, trying your hand at 

mentally stimulating puzzles such 
as crosswords or sudoku, and other 
activities that emphasize organiza-
tion. Such activities are essentially 
workouts for your brain that can 
help it stay sharp as you age.

• Remain socially active. Stay-
ing socially active into older adult-
hood is important for a variety of 
reasons, not the least of which is 
that research has indicated the 
brain functions better when peo-
ple are not isolated from others. 
Memory and cognition are stron-
ger when people remain socially 
active and engaged in their society, 
so retirees should look for ways to 
revive their social lives as a means 
to protecting their brains from the 
onset of Alzheimer’s or dementia.

Alzheimer’s disease remains an 
enigma in many ways. But ongoing 
research continues to show that 
people can take measures to ac-
tively prevent or delay the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease and improve 
their quality of life as a result.  
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As men and women enter 
their golden years, many decide 
they can no longer maintain 
their homes and choose to down-
grade to something smaller. For 
millions of others, health plays 
a signifi cant role when deciding 
where to move when it’s time to 
sell their homes.

According to the AARP, 
slightly more than 5 percent 
of people 65 years and older re-
side in nursing homes, congre-
gate care, assisted living, and 
board-and-care homes. Though 
no one plans to live in a nursing 
home, seniors and their fami-
lies should at least know what to 
look for just in case. 

Determine individual 
needs

Seniors researching poten-
tial living facilities might fi nd it 
diffi cult to determine their spe-
cifi c needs. Unforeseen health 
conditions might dictate which 
option is the best fi t. Those who 

have a medical condition that re-
quires routine monitoring will 
almost certainly want a skilled 
nursing facility. But those with-
out medical conditions who need 
help with simpler tasks of every-
day life are likely to have those 
needs met by an intermediate 
facility. Some facilities provide 
both types of care, which can 
make transitioning from one to 
another much easier. Facilities 
typically have intake planners 
on staff who evaluate each in-
dividual and determine which 
level of care is the best fi t.

Research policies 
and procedures

Each facility should be 
ready and willing to share and 
discuss its policies and proce-
dures. What is the procedure 
when a resident has a medical 
emergency? What if a resident 
fi nds a living situation unpleas-
ant? What is the facility’s phi-
losophy regarding staff and 

resident interaction? What are 
the facility’s hiring practices, 
including certifi cation require-
ments, for its  personnel? What 
is the ratio of staff to residents? 
Each facility should be able to 
answer these questions. Those 
who can’t should be checked off 
the list.

Facility ratings
According to the AARP, re-

cent research has shown that 
nonprofi t nursing homes of-
fer higher-quality care, better 
staff-resident ratios, and have 
fewer health violations than fa-
cilities managed by for-profi t 
companies. People researching 
facilities for aging relatives can 
visit Caring.com. The website 
enables adults to compare nurs-
ing homes in their areas, in-
cluding if a home is for profi t or 
nonprofi t, and the home’s capac-
ity. You can even learn each fa-
cility’s Medicare ratings, which 
are determined by examining 

the safety of the facility and its 
overall quality of care and a 
host of other factors.

Tour the facility
Before choosing a facility 

for themselves or an elderly 
relative, individuals should 
spend some time at the facilities 
they’re considering. Observe 
the staff interactions with resi-
dents, including if they address 
residents with respect and pa-
tience. How do the current resi-
dents look? Are they unkempt 
and left to their own devices, or 
do they appear well groomed and 
are they encouraged to interact 
with other residents? Does the 
facility seem warm and welcom-
ing, or is it antiseptic? 

Finding a nursing home or a 
similar facility for yourself or an 
aging relative is not easy. Those 
facing such a diffi cult decision 
should begin the process as early 
as possible so they can fi nd the 
facility that is the best fi t.  

What to look for in an elder care facility
ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA LEEFER

My mother-in-law Lil-
lian has the best living ar-
rangement in New York 
City. She lives in a spacious 
one-bedroom apartment in 
a 12-story brick building in 
the fashionable section of 
the Upper West Side of Man-
hattan. And she pays only 
$350 a month rent. 

Lillian moved into her 
apartment back in the 1980s, 
when the neighborhood was 
considered a little too edgy 
for many people. I remem-
ber looking out her bedroom 
window and seeing trash and 
drug paraphernalia strewn 
around the back courtyard. 
Over the years the area has 
changed signifi cantly. Now, 
the Upper West Side is con-
sidered a tony place to live. 
Lillian’s building fl aunts an 

elegant green canopy over 
the front entrance and a 
doorman announces all visi-
tors and takes deliveries. The 
lobby is fi lled with beautiful 
period-piece furniture and 
the elevator is brass trimmed 
and carpeted. Most residents 
buy their apartments for one 
million dollars and more.  

Lillian moved into her 
rent-stabilized apartment 
when she was 65 years old. 
Her $350 a month rent was 
considered market rate. At 
the time, she was working as 
a sales woman at a local wom-
en’s store, but she was prepar-
ing to retire. A neighbor told 
her about the New York’s Se-
nior Citizens Rent Increase 
Exemption program and she 
made inquires. When she re-
tired, she applied and was ac-
cepted into the program. Ev-
ery two years when she signs 

a new lease, she submits a 
copy to the program, contin-
ues to pay the same monthly 
rent, and the program pays 
the difference between the 
rent increase and her origi-
nal rent. Now, 30 years later, 
at the age of 95, she still pays 
the same rent she paid when 
she fi rst moved in. So when 
Lillian’s rent increased to 
$450, she still paid the origi-
nal rent of  $350 and the pro-
gram paid the remaining 
$100 to the landlord.  

New York’s Senior Citi-
zens Rent Increase Exemp-
tion program offers eligible 
tenants a freeze on rent in-
creases. The program per-
mits tenants who are 62 
years and older and have an 
income of $29,000 per year 
or less to continue to live 
in their rent-controlled or 
stabilized apartments with-

out paying rent increases. 
They must also prove that 
they pay at least one-third 
of their disposable income 
for rent. The program offi ce 
makes up the difference. 
So no matter how much the 
rent increases, the tenant’s 
rent remains the same. 

The program was cre-
ated in 1970 to protect low-
income seniors from rent 
increases in rent-controlled 
and rent-stabilized apart-
ments. In 1976 it was ex-
tended to eligible tenants 
in certain rental and coop-
erative apartments in build-
ings that are now referred 
to collectively as “Mitchell-
Lama” apartments.

To apply for the program, 
an applicant must fi ll out an 
application and submits it 
along with required docu-
ments, which include proof 

of income and a copy of the 
prior and current lease. The 
form is available through 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Finance offi ce, on 
line at the NY ACCESS 
website (https://a858-ihss.
nyc.gov), or at many senior 
citizen centers. When com-
pleted, the application is 
then sent to the Department 
of Finance, where it is pro-
cessed. A participant must 
reapply every two years 
or yearly if a new lease is 
signed annually.

Not everyone can be lucky 
enough to pay only $350 a 
month for an apartment in 
New York, but if you know 

of someone who might be eli-
gible, she might continue to 
live in the same place without 
rent increases going forward.

Joanna Leefer is an El-
dercare Advisor with 10 
years experience working 
with aging issues. She was 
the primary caregiver for 
her parents for more than 
seven years and worked 
for Friends and Relatives 
of Institutionalized Aged, 
an advocacy organization 
for the elderly. For more in-
formation on her services, 
visit www.joannaleefer.
com. Her book Eldercare 
Basics will be available 
spring, 2013. 

Government program shelters 
seniors from rent increases

In New York City, seniors on a fixed income can be protected from 
higher living costs when their lease is up.
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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Of course Mom wants to stay 
home; that’s where her memories 
are. The family photos on the walls 
and shelves are more than just mo-
ments in time. They’re reminders 
of who she is and what she’s ac-
complished in her life. Staying in 
her home allows her to live her life 
in familiar surroundings, amidst 
her cherished memories.

So when Mom begins to struggle 
with basics like dressing, feeding 
or bathing – and you can no longer 
manage her weakened condition 
alone – it’s understandable that 
you might think your only option 
is a nursing home. Thankfully, 
that’s no longer true. Healthfirst’s 
managed long term care options 
offer the support services needed 
to care for Mom and keep her in 
the home she loves.

For almost 20 years Healthfirst 
has been a community partner 
helping some of the neediest pa-
tients on Medicare and Medicaid 
get the same kind of quality health-
care we would want for our own 
families. 

And now, Healthfirst’s managed 

long term care options offer the 
special in-home services that Mom 
(and Dad, too) may now need. Ser-
vices such as:

Team – including a registered 
nurse, a social worker and a sup-
port coordinator – that oversees 
every aspect of your parent’s care

-
fessional home attendants, nurses 
and other caregivers

This combination of professional 
support services ensures that Mom 
gets at-home assistance with basics 
needs such as dressing, feeding 
and bathing, as well as ensuring 
that she’s receiving her medica-
tion and is getting to appointments 
on time. 

When you contact Healthfirst, 
a representative will walk you 
through the process and collect the 
details surrounding your request. 

contact you within 24-48 hours of 
your call. 

Next, we come to you. An En-
rollment Specialist will visit your 
parent at home, confirm his or her 
eligibility, and help you with the 
sign-up process. It’s just that sim-
ple. Within a few weeks (depending 
on approval) your parent can be 
enrolled with Healthfirst’s man-

aged long term care plan.

As proud members of New York’s 
richly diverse communities, we at 
Healthfirst understand your cul-
ture is important to you. That’s 
why we pride ourselves on our net-
work of thousands of doctors, many 
of whom speak your language. So 
when you need answers or have 
a home situation you would like 
to discuss with us, we’re in your 
neighborhood with support options 
that are right for you.

To find out more about Health-
first’s managed long term care op-
tions or to begin the enrollment 
process for Mom or Dad, call 1- 855-
551-4369,  TTY:1-888-542-3821 

 7 days a week, 8am – 8pm or visit 
HFLongtermcare.org.   Healthfirst 
managed long term care options: 
Getting Mom the care she needs to 
remain at-home and live indepen-
dently, longer.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a co-
ordinated care plan with a Medi-
care contract and a contract with 
the New York State Medicaid pro-
gram. 

H3359_MKT13_26 Accepted 
10142012

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Care Mom Needs - at Home  
Healthfirst’s Long Term Care Options
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Bronx, NY   
circa 1957

Home is where her heart is.
Your loved one can live at home and stay independent with  
Healthfirst’s managed long term care options.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 
New York Medicaid program.

©2012 HF Management Services, LLC H3359_MKT12_134 Accepted 09302012

HFLongTermCare.org1-855-551-4369
TDD/TTY: 1-888-542-3821 
7 days a week, 8am - 8pm
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit,

Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers,  

Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit, Savings,  

Checking, & Business Accounts

Branches in New York:
Canal Street Main Branch 
202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013    Tel: (212) 238-8208

Brooklyn Branch
5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220    Tel: (718) 210-0508

Flushing Branch 
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354    Tel: (347) 905-9772

Branches in California:
Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel, 

San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilmen 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) slammed the 
MTA at a news conference 
in Long Island City for its 
decision to close the No. 7 
subway line in Long Island 
City for the next 12 week-
ends.

“If I seem a little an-
gry, I am,” Van Bramer 
said. “This is an outrage 
that they do this every sin-
gle time.”

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity plans to shut down the 
line beginning at 11:45 p.m. 
Fridays to 5 a.m. Mondays 
through March 25. The 
closures are to continue 
the MTA’s work on a new 
signal system line for the 
No. 7 that is known as Com-
munications Based Train 
Control.

“It will improve reli-
ability, increase safety and 
decrease maintenance,” 
said MTA spokesman Kev-
in Ortiz, “and, most impor-
tantly, allow us to run more 
trains.”

Ortiz said the MTA 
would still serve the Long 
Island City community 
during the outages. He said 
a shuttle bus will be run-
ning between Queensbor-
ough Plaza and the Vernon 
Boulevard-Jackson Avenue 
stop, while the Q train to 
Astoria-Ditmars Boulevard 
will be extended on week-
ends during that time.

“This is unfortunate 
political grandstanding,” 
Ortiz said of the objections.

The councilmen held 
the news conference at the 
intersection of 50th Avenue 
and Vernon Boulevard, 
near the Vernon Boule-
vard-Jackson Avenue stop, 
with several Long Island 

City business leaders and 
artists.

Van Bramer said while 
the ridership may be lower, 
shutting off the No. 7 line 
will still have a detrimental 
impact on small businesses 
and cultural institutions. 
It will also make transport 
more difficult for residents 
headed to the St. Pat’s for 
All Parade in Sunnyside or 
the Lunar New Year festivi-
ties in Flushing.

“To cut down service 
during that time is espe-
cially hurtful to immi-
grants,” Koo said.

This is not the first 
time  the MTA has shut 
down weekend service in 
Long Island City to do work. 
Since 2008, the authority 
has closed down a portion of 
the tracks for maintenance, 
only suspending their work 
during the Lunar New Year 
Parade the first year. 

No. 7 weekend work suspends 
trips to Manhattan till March
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

With a fresh perspective 
on creating and presenting art, 
No Longer Empty’s new Long 
Island City exhibit offers an es-
cape from the ordinary.

Local and international, 
socially conscious artists from 
15 countries have come together 
to make a statement about the 
exchange of money, economic 
hardship and debt. Their 26 
works are currently featured 
in a progressive exhibition in-
spired by space and location — 
“How Much Do I Owe You?” — 
that runs through March 13.

Apropose to its location, the 
nonprofit arts organization No 
Longer Empty’s current art in-
stallation showcases large-scale 
abstract creations, aesthetically 
displayed in the clock tower 
section of LIC’s former Bank of 
Manhattan buildingThe site at 
29-27 41st Ave. (Queens Plaza 
North, just across from the 
Dutch Kills Green) has been un-
occupied since the mid-1980s.

What makes these exhibits 
different from all others is the 
concept of using unconvention-
al, vacant and easily accessible 
public spaces throughout the 
city to enrich art-deprived com-
munities with site-specific, con-
temporary artwork. Everything 
from sound installations and 

participatory projects to large-
scale sculptures are featured in 
dynamic urban spaces.

Manon Slome, the curator of 
“How Much Do I Owe You?” and 
a former curator at the Guggen-
heim Museum, described the 
Dec. 12 launch event as “a tre-
mendous success, with over 
1,200 visitors. We have averaged 
around 70 a day. School groups 
have been coming, and what is 
really great is that lots of high 
school students are coming into 
the exhibition after school.”

The changing nature of 
Long Island City seems to fit 
perfectly into NLE’s creative 
undertaking, demonstrating 
how the power of art can further 
revitalize an area. And wherev-
er its “hub” travels, local busi-
nesses have benefited from the 
increased flow of residents and 
new visitors to its exhibition 
attractions — seemingly, a win-
win situation for all involved.

No Longer Empty has a 
clever way of connecting to lo-
cal communities and engaging 
the public via its cultural/edu-
cational programming. Vis-à-
vis today’s art world status quo, 
their innovative thinking pres-
ents a compelling alternative to 
museums and art galleries.

Teaming up with NLE, 

Long Island City exhibit weighs 
relationship of debt, currency and emotion

Continued on Page 35

Manon Slome is curator of “How Much Do I Owe You?” Manon Slome is curator of “How Much Do I Owe You?” 
showing at No Longer Empty, 29-27 41 Ave. in Long showing at No Longer Empty, 29-27 41 Ave. in Long 
Island City. The exhibit will be on view until March 13. Island City. The exhibit will be on view until March 13. 

Photo by Whitney BrownePhoto by Whitney Browne



TL

34
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, J
AN

. 3
-9

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Answers in Sports

BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

Often we’re aware of 
the multitude of foreign 
and independent films be-
ing made, but sometimes 
we have no idea where to 
view them.

Jan. 4 marks the open-
ing night of the Museum of 
the Moving Image’s First 
Look series, a showcase for 
innovative international 
cinema. The series, in its 
second year, provides cre-
ative filmmakers of sub-
stance an artistic platform 
to share their work for the 
first time in the Big Apple, 
before festival season. And 
while their film budgets 
may not be of epic propor-
tions, they are magnani-
mous in a different sort of 
way: subject matter and 
untraditional approach. 
Certain films will host con-
versations with their direc-
tors, as many are bound to 
incite discussion.

Among many of the 

countries represented at the 
museum, 36-01 35th Ave. in 
Astoria, are France, Spain, 
Japan, Germany, and Por-
tugal — clearly a diverse 
menu. The affair will begin 
with French filmmaker 

Bruno Dumont’s produc-
tion, “Outside Satan” (Jan. 
4, 7:30 p.m.), a story of a mys-
terious figure with strange 
abilities that defy the moral 
spectrum. Dumont will also 
star in Joana Preiss’ docu-

mentary style piece “Sibe-
ria” (Jan. 5, 5 p.m.), which 
follows the deterioration 
of a relationship between 
the two. Fans of Dennis 
Hopper’s “Easy Rider” are 
certain to marvel at James 

Benning’s re-creation of the 
film in which he visits its 
locations, scenic and not-
so. He will also speak after 
the screening (Jan. 6 5 p.m.). 
What each of these films 
have alike is that they take 
a different approach to nar-
rative, whether invading on 
actual relationships or de-
constructing a once glori-
fied American backdrop.

To close the compila-
tion of 26 feature and short 
films, Kleber Mendonca 
Filho (Brazil), director of 
the ever eerie “Neighbour-
ing Sounds,” will screen a 
protean collection of shorts 
on Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. followed 
by a talk.

Last year, the series 
brought attention to films 
like Chantal Ackerman’s 
“Almayer’s Folly” and the 
Portugese documentary “It’s 
the Earth Not the Moon.” 
While the museum is intent 
on keeping the venture artis-
tic rather than commercial, 
it is hoping to gain more 

momentum. And while it 
isn’t necessarily seeking the 
next hit, it is certainly look-
ing to draw attention from 
local cinephiles in order to 
expose works that aren’t al-
ways easily detected by the 
general public.

Museum chief curator 
David Schwartz hopes that 
First Look will eventually 
become a festival. “We just 
want people to get a sense of 
how exciting the film scene 
is around the world now… 
We hope that some of the 
films this year will really 
break out and get lots of at-
tention.”

While the U.S. often 
seems a dominant force in 
the world of cinema, this is 
a great opportunity to see 
films from differing cul-
tures, which can provide a 
unique perspective on the 
medium, and evoke thought 
and question.

For full schedule please 
visit www.movingimage.us 
or call (718) 777-6888.

Rarely seen world fi lms shown at Moving Image

Kim Soo-hyun (l.) and Kim Joo-ryeong in Jang Kun-jae’s “Sleepless Night” (S. Korea, 2012), 
screening on Jan. 13 at Museum of the Moving Image as part of its First Look showcase. 

Image by Pascale Ramonda
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Slome brings together 
emerging and established 
artists seeking to expand 
their practice through 
site-commissioned work. 
“I have curated 12 of the 14 
exhibitions that NLE has 
done over three years,” she 
says.

Slome says the non-
profit started “as a response 
to the economic collapse 
that not only left hundreds 
of vacated spaces through-
out the city, as businesses 
failed, but also revealed the 
emptiness or hollowness 
that had been at the heart 
of the economic bubble to 
begin with.

“The current exhibi-
tion, ‘How Much Do I Owe 
you?’ offers us the opportu-
nity to look into the notion 
of debt in financial terms, 
but also in the broader 
sense of social debt, and 
what is our obligation to 
each other in the myriad 
roles we all assume,” she 
explained.

Several local artists 
are excited about sharing 
their creative messages 
with visitors.

Among them is Col-
leen Ford, 30, who lives and 
works in her Brooklyn stu-
dio. Her piece, titled “Sav-
ing For Our Futures,” was 
chosen for the exhibit by 
Slome and the NLE team 
after they paid a visit to her 
studio several months ago.

“‘How Much Do I Owe 
You?’ is a show that aims 
to engage the surrounding 
community by revealing 
the grasp that monetary 
culture has on all of us,” 
said Ford. “My work re-
flects the theme of the show 
quite well, actually. If there 
was ever a show that my 
work was meant to be in, 
this would be it.”

Ford’s creation con-
sists of 10 hand-blown 
glass piggy banks, filled 
with lost lottery tickets she 
had played. “Most of my 
work tends to be expressed 
through sculpture. Howev-
er, I work in whatever me-

dium I think is most appro-
priate for the concept of the 
work itself,” she said, add-
ing, “Most of what I work 
on revolves around ideas of 
aspiration, the American 
Dream and failure.

“My piece plays on the 
emotions we tie to the sym-
bol of saving (the glass pig-
gy bank), and also the emo-

tions we tie to the fantasy of 
winning and luck (the lost 
lottery tickets). Saving lost 
lottery tickets adds a tinge 
of humor to the pathetic 
aspiration of holding on to 
the idea of ‘winning it big,’” 
she said.

Serving as director of 
public programs at Socrates 
Sculpture Park, LIC-based 

artist, Shaun Leonardo, 33, 
says he and his family came 
here as immigrants.

He believes the exhibit 
shows how artists can in-
stigate capital, cultural 
and social exchange, and 
says his piece — an 11-by-11-
foot abstract mural titled, 
“Self-Portrait (Charon)” — 
is based on a mythological 

afterlife scenario depicting 
one central figure, Charon, 
“crossing over.”

Leonardo related the 
immigrant experience in 
Queens to the ancient Greek 
legend, in which gold coins 
were placed over the eyes 
of the dead to allow passage 
into the afterlife; those who 
couldn’t pay would remain 
stranded in limbo for over 
100 years. 

“It’s the idea that you 
have to pay your way, even 
after a lifetime of difficulty 
and economic hardship,” 
he said.

NLE’s next exhibition 
will probably be on Staten 
Island. Then they will have 
been in all five boroughs.

IF YOU GO
“How Much Do I Owe 
You?”

The Clock Tower
29-27 41 Ave., L.I.C.
Free
Thurs-Mon through Mar. 
13, 2013
Hours: 1-7 p.m.
nolongerempty.org/
home/exhibitions

L.I.C. EXHIBIT
Continued from Page 33

“US Dollar Kites” and “Mao Dragon Kites,” both by artist Erika Harrsch, hang above an exhibit hall for 
No Longer Empty’s “How Much Do I Owe You?”. Photo by Whitney Browne

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4800 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

Babich Family Owned Since 1939

Open at noon, 7 days a week

NOW OFFERING FREE LUNCH DELIVERY

 
Steak

Chicken
Veal

Seafood
Pasta
Pizza

Hamburgers

$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food
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When: Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays; Jan. 
3–20
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center, 23-55 Healy 
Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-2632

23.  Moon unit?
24.  Glove material
25.  Oz locale
26.  Any "Seinfeld," now
28.  Critic, at times
31.  Fast finisher?
33.  Brown bread?
34.  Influences
36.  Jiffy
38.  Female fowl
41.  Certain electron tubes
43.  Like a new tire
46.  Bust on
48.  Speculate
49.  ___ Ste. Marie
50.  Family name at Indy
53.  At the center
54.  Fun units?
57.  Total wonderment
58.  E-mail letters?
59.  CFO, perhaps
60.  Ring thing

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Jan. 3-9, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Bejeweled
Across
1.  Aromatic wood
6.  Circulates
11.  High degree
14.  Entertain
15.  Fill a flat again?
16.  Always, in verse
17.  1967 Rolling Stones hit
19.  A long time follower?
20.  Dryer materials
21.  Flat answers
23.  Chest cavity membrane
26.  Goes over again
27.  Pound
28.  Sauerkraut alternative
29.  Attacked a sub?
30.  Attack ad, maybe
32.  Articles on a rack
35.  A slave, not a wave
37.  Came out of  a slump?
39.  Icebreaker's ice breaker?
40.  Acclaim
42.  Article of  faith
44.  Bleat
45.  Storage spot
47.  Large merchant ship
49.  More like a bubble bath
51.  Bridge suit
52.  Boat holder
53.  Unit of  the Green  
 Berets
55.  Major east coast rte.
56.  Large rattlesnake
61.  " ___ it Be" (Beatles'  
 hit)
62.  "Buzz" Aldrin, really
63.  Band on the run?

64.  "Don't give up!"
65.  Flower children?
66.  Filibuster
Down
1.  Park Avenue, e.g.
2.  Australian runner
3.  Add a soundtrack
4.  Place of  refuge
5.  Turns in
6.  Guitarist's neckline?
7.  A lower amount
8.  Aged
9.  Animal in a pop song?
10.  ___ pencil (bleeding
 stopper)
11.  12/7/41 locale
12.  "The Science of
 Logic" author
13.  Cast-off  material
18.  Makes gun-shy?
22.  A fabled person

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ME(N)TAL WORK
A C C R A A D A G E L I T
S H R E D G A L E S E N E
K I T C H E N Z I N C A A H

L E V E E D A W D L E
R E T I R E S C A P A B L E
A L I N E S T E R E S A
M I N E D F R A M E L B J
B O S S P A U S E S L O P
O T O A R I S E S T O R E

L A G E R S T H R O N G
S A D N E S S F A M I N E S
P L I A N T O R L O P
A L E D I R T Y C O P P E R
C A R A G A T E Z E B R A
E N S S E N O R E R A S E

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

T: 718-321-7777 • F: 718-321-2434

22-30 154th Street • Whitestone, N.Y. 11357

FREE DELIVERY

$3.00 OFF 
Any Order of
$20 or More 

DELIVERY ONLY

20% OFF
Entire Bill 

DINE IN ONLY

10% OFF
Catering 
Services

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma
415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 

(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 

Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 3

-9
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

NE

38



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 3-9, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

39

Confi dence
The Lift Every Child Needs

  Bully Proof Your Child 
 Improve Fitness
 Better Attitude 
 Discipline

FREE 
Uniform with this ad!

CLASSES FOR 

ALL AGES

CALL FOR 
TRIAL LESSON

718.544.6655
SERVING 

FOREST HILLS 
FOR OVER 

THE MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO

Douglaston bee lover launches own beauty biz
BY PHIL CORSO

For Douglaston’s Ruth 
Harrigan, getting laid off 
has become a blessing in 
disguise, thanks to her 
humming helpers.

After spending more 
than a year producing 
beauty products with home-
made honey extracted from 
her own bee hives as a hob-
by, Harrigan’s newfound 
freedom has allowed her to 
spread some new wings.

Earlier this month, the 
Douglaston native officially 
launched Mee Beauty, a line 
of beauty products mixed 
with authentic New York 
City honey. Mee, meaning 
“honey” in Chinese, has 
become the focal point of 
her product pitch because 
Harrigan said it serves as a 
natural moisturizer for the 
skin.

“The idea came from 
my husband. I was just hav-
ing fun in the bee yard,” 
said Harrigan, who has 

been beekeeping as a hobby 
for three years. “I thought I 
would take my love for bee-
keeping to the next step.”

After drawing up a 
logo and working with her 

husband to design labels 
and have the products as-
sembled, Harrigan has 
introduced a line of body 
lotion, face cream, and 
lip balm cleverly labeled 

as “Bee Moisturized,” 
“Bee Hydrated” and “Bee 
Kissed.”

“My excitement is 
what motivates me,” Har-
rigan said. “I have always 

wanted to be in the driver’s 
seat and make my own des-
tiny.”

The products have al-
ready been prominently 
displayed in Douglaston’s 
Giftalicious near the Doug-
laston Long Island Rail 
Road station, where owner 
Demetra Sirica spoke vol-
umes about Harrigan’s 
work.

“It’s all good because 
it’s all natural,” said Sirica, 
who uses the products her-
self. “Ruth is fabulous. Her 
line is fabulous. She knows 
how to make a good prod-
uct.”

After years of fascina-
tion led her to take on bee-
keeping as a hobby, Har-
rigan said she has become 
well-versed in the language 
of her buzzing buddies, 
learning how to be invis-
ible to them while working 
alongside them.

The Douglaston moth-
er of four started taking 
in hives from friends and 

neighbors more than three 
years ago and has since 
spent hours each weekend 
tending to the bees. By the 
time she had launched her 
new line of honey-driven 
beauty products, Harrigan 
said she worked her way up 
to eight hives, which pro-
duce about 100 pounds of 
honey each.

Harrigan said she has 
been working on the line’s 
own website at meebeauty.
com, where she will also of-
fer an exclusive 20 percent 
discount to TimesLedger 
Newspaper readers who use 
the promo code Ledger20.

“I hope that in a year 
I can say that being laid 
off was the best thing that 
ever happened to me,” Har-
rigan said. “A concept is 
one thing. But action is an-
other.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Ruth Harrigan’s homemade beauty products are on sale at Douglaston’s Giftalicious shop near the lo-
cal Long Island Rail Road station. Photo by Phil Corso
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To make it as a clothing 
retailer in Astoria, Kris-
tie Foster of the boutique 
KrisTEES said you need to 
compete with Manhattan.

At her store, at 24-
01 23rd Ave., which sells 
contemporary women’s 
fashion by independent 
designers, Foster hosted a 
shopping event with state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) Dec. 12 
to promote small business 
shopping.

Foster was joined by 
the owner of a pop-up shop 
in the back of KrisTEES, 
Peter Valcarcel, and Anna 
Krill, president of local can-
cer care and support group 
SHAREing and CAREing.

“I feel like I’m in the 
Lower East Side or shop-
ping in SoHo,” Simotas said 
of KrisTEES. “This store 
represents what Astoria is 
becoming.”

A portion of the pro-
ceeds for the evening’s 
shopping went to SHARE-
ing and CAREing.

Foster, who used to 
work in the fashion indus-
try, has been operating 
KrisTEES for six years. To 

entice shoppers who would 
be more inclined to take the 
N train into Manhattan for 
clothes, KrisTEES offers 
unique clothing by design-
ers from New York and 
California but also from 
countries like Denmark, 

Sweden, Canada and Aus-
tralia — which are not sold 
in Manhattan.

Prices are about mid-
range but of high quality, 
and tend to last longer that 
clothing bought from most 
stores.

“Usually they’ve heard 
about us and we’re here for 
a reason,” Foster said of her 
customers.

KrisTEES also offers 
accessories such as jewelry, 
hats and tote bags printed 
with pictures of the Hell 

Gate Bridge, but in the back 
Valcarcel, another member 
of the fashion industry and 
longtime Astoria resident, 
has returned and opened a 
temporary store.

Shoppers can purchase 
some of Valcarcel’s art and 

handmade items, as well as 
beautiful dishes, pillows 
and baby alpaca throws 
hand-woven by women in 
Peru working through an 
organization that helps sin-
gle mothers.

“This is obviously the 
next step for me,” Valcarcel 
said. “I’ve always been a 
collector and an admirer of 
beautiful things.”

Valcarcel sells these 
items online at peterval-
carcel.com, but working 
with Foster at KrisTEES 
has given him a temporary 
physical space.

“What I like about be-
ing here is obviously I can 
talk to people and see the 
things that they want,” Val-
carcel said.

Krill said she was de-
lighted to have the support 
of Simotas and KrisTEES for 
SHAREing and CAREing.

“It is the private, local 
business that care about 
their neighborhoods and 
it is the private, local busi-
nesses that care about their 
local causes,” she said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

KrisTEES brings unique styles to Astoria



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 3-9, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

41

2012 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Winter 2012 - 2013 Service Changes

There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St on the following weekends:

Jan:  4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 25-28 
Feb:  1-4, 8-11, 15-19*, 22-25 
Mar:  1-4, 8-11, 15-18, 22-25

11:45PM Friday to 5AM Monday

*This service change continues through President’s Day. 
Service resumes Tuesday, February 19 at 5AM.

Travel Alternatives:
 Take the  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

 Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

  Free shuttle buses provide alternate service to/from Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

Note:  service extended to Ditmars Blvd on Saturdays  from 7AM to 9PM and on Sundays from 9AM to 7PM.

For service to/from: 
 Times Sq-42 St: Transfer between the  and the  at Queensboro Plaza.

 42 St-Port Authority: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

 5 Av: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

  Grand Central-42 St: Take the  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the   
or , or take the at 74 St/Roosevelt Av to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your  
destination safely and easily. For details, go to mta.info, or download the free Weekender app to your iPhone or Android. 
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wedding directory
Bridal Gowns
Sposabella Couture
69A 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

World Mall Bridal Dreams
7905 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bridal Headpieces
Bridal Style Boutique
905 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

-

Catering Halls/Venues
Bay Ridge Manor

Il Fornetto

The Garden City Hotel

Grand Oaks Country Club

-

Grand Prospect Hall

New York City Events

-

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Rebar

 

Sirico’s 

The Vanderbilt at South Beach

-

-

Yacht Owners Association

Cleaners
Bridgestone Dry Cleaners & Laundry

Cosmetic Dentistry
Omni Dental Care

Entertainment
The Amazing Bottle Dancers

 

Beat by Beat Entertainment

-
  

E-Squared Productions

-

Florists/ Centerpieces
Edible Arrangements

-
 

Floral Fantasy 

Henry’s Florist

-

Marine Florist and Decorators

Jewelry
Tivoli Jewelers

-

Limousine Services
A-Class Limousine

-

Cosmopolitan Coach

Luxor Limousine
502 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

 

M & V Limousine Ltd.

Mila Limousine Corporation

-
 

RJ’s Limousines

Photography  & Video
Fantasy Photography

-

Glamour Me Photo & Video

HiLite Studios

 

Wedding Photo Connection

Tuxedos
Tuxedo World

Salons
Joli Salon
8124 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

-

Pilo Arts Salon

-

Services
Genesis Fertility & Reproductive Medicine

-

Wedding Cakes
Aunt Butchie’s Desserts

Wedding Expos
Bosco’s Wedding Expo
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

Bridal Affair

To be included in this directory 
call 718-260-2500
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
JoAnn Arbitello has 

to catch herself sometimes 
and remind herself of the 
youth and inexperience on 
her Mary Louis Academy 
girls’ basketball team.

“I walk into the locker 
room at the end of the game 
and I want to go nuts, but 
then I have to remember 
really what I have,” the 
first-year coach said.

A 68-39 loss to Alex-
ander Hamilton, of Sec-
tion 1, in the Slam Dunk 
tournament final at the 
Westchester County Cen-
ter last Thursday was one 
of the games that could 
test a coach’s patience. 
Arbitello wasn’t upset at 
her team’s poor shooting, 
but the lack of effort on 
defense a night after hold-
ing Albertus Magnet to 50 
points in the semifinals. 
A day later TMLA (4-4) 
saw Rebels guards Maia 
Hood and Tiffany Corselli 
combine for 46 points and 
6-of-9 shooting from three-
point range.

“That’s what we 

worked on this year so 
much,” Arbitello said of 
defense. “We really stress 
it.”

Mary Louis, which 
trailed 33-20 at the half, 
did make a comeback at-
tempt after the break. 
Sophomore forward Kadi-
jah Dickson, who was un-
der the weather, rattled off 
eight straight points. She 
capped the spurt with a 
coast-to-coast layup to pull 
the Hilltoppers within 36-
30 with 5:46 remaining in 
the frame. Someone need-
ed to step up in her mind.

“I was like, ‘We need a 
basket. We need a basket,’” 
Dickson said.

Alexander Hamilton 
(7-0), the defending Sec-
tion 1 Class C champions, 
stopped things right there. 
It exploded for a 12-0 run 
to go up 48-30 with 1:30 left 
in the third. Center Kate 
Goldman led the way with 
11 points and six rebounds 
for TMLA and Simone 
Hobdy and six points and 
seven boards. Kim Myers 
had seven rebounds off the 

Prep’s Flynn tops boro best
Girls’ volleyball coach Danny Scarola of Cardozo tops Queens picks

Mary Louis shows 
inexperience in rout

KADIJAH DICKSON

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Queens again proved 
itself to be one of the top 
volleyball boroughs in the 
city. St. Francis Prep won 
a sixth straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion I title and reached 
the Catholic state AA fi-
nal for the second straight 
year. Cardozo didn’t earn 
a PSAL three-peat, but 
did make it to the Class A 
semifinals with a young 
team. St. John’s Prep took 
home its second consecu-
tive Brooklyn/Queens Di-
vision II crown.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Volleyball Player of the 
Year: Kelly Flynn, St. 
Francis Prep

The senior outside 
hitter was one of the most 
dominant players in the 
city. She knew nothing 
but winning at St. Francis 
Prep, helping the school to 
a sixth-straight diocesan 
title and a return trip to 
the Catholic Class AA title 
game. Her leadership and 
skill were put on display 
in the post season, includ-
ing when she took over 
a semifinal win against 
Mary Louis.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Volleyball Coach of the 
Year: Danny Scarola, 
Benjamin Cardozo

Not much was expect-
ed of Cardozo this year, 
especially after the Judges 
lost the bulk of the talent 
from their back-to-back 
championship squads. 
Scarola would do a fine job 
maximizing the potential 
of a young, inexperienced 
and talented group. Cardo-
zo went on to win Queens 
A East and reach the PSAL 

Class A semifinals, where 
it lost to Bronx Science.

All-Queens First 
Team

OH Ragina Anthony, 
Francis Lewis 

The Patriots might 
not have had the year peo-
ple expected, but Anthony 
was again superb before 
going down with a foot in-
jury. The athletic junior 
had 48 kills and 58 digs in 
league play.

OH Madeline Casello, 
Archbishop Molloy

The senior was the 
Stanners’ most consistent 
and powerful hitter. If she 
got going, it was usually 
bad news for opponents. 

She came up big in tight 
matches against Font-
bonne.

OH Alexis Hamilton, 
Benjamin Cardozo

The freshman burst 
onto the scene this season 
and will be a problem for 
years to come. She is a big 
reason the Judges reached 
the PSAL Class A semifi-
nals. She pumped out 95 
kills in PSAL play.

L Jenna Hoffman, 
Archbishop Molloy

The diminutive senior 
is the clear heart and soul 
of the Stanners. There may 
not be a better libero in the 
city. Hoffman’s hustle to 
keep balls alive and pass-

ing skills allow her control 
games in a special way.

MH Caroline Gorecki, 
St. Francis Prep

The junior was the 
perfect complement to Fly-
nn, forming a lethal com-
bination. Gorecki was an 
imposing force around the 
net because of the power 
with which she struck and 
her ability to block.

OH Jaclyn LaForgia, 
St. Francis Prep

LaForgia had the 
breakout season the Ter-
riers had hoped for. There 
wasn’t anything she 
couldn’t do on the court 
and her energy was con-

Francis Lewis’ Ragina Anthony receives the ball during the game against Belmore Kennedy. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aryn McClure under-
stood no one could quite 
replace Columbia-bound 
forward Carolyn Gallagh-
er. That didn’t mean she 
wasn’t going to try.

The sophomore for-
ward did her best to ease 
Gallagher’s absence from 
the Archbishop Molloy 
girls’ basketball team’s 
lineup because of the flu, 
scoring 11 points and pull-
ing down six rebounds. Her 
energy is something Mol-
loy coach Scott Lagas said 
he wants to see more of. 

“Filling in her shoes 
was hard to do,” McClure 
said  “I have to be really 
more aggressive.”

The Stanners didn’t 
get much extra help outside 
of her, however, in a 64-55 
defeat against host Murry 
Bergtraum at the Tayshana 
“Chicken” Murphy Memo-

rial Classic Saturday. Berg-
traum, the 14-time defend-
ing PSAL champions, made 
a concerted effort to keep 
the ball out of the hands of 
James Madison-bound Mol-
loy guard Amani Tatum 
and get it to top shooter 
Nyasha Irizarry.

“When they play a 
triangle-and-two [forma-
tion] on our two scorers on 
the floor and we have to beg 
other kids to shoot the ball 
[and] if you shoot the ball 
timid, it’s not going to go in 
the basket,” Lagas said.

Both teams went on 
7-0 runs late in the second 
quarter and Bergtraum 
took 28-23 led into the half. 
Molloy (7-2), which never 
led, got even at 35 with 2:30 
left in the third before Berg-
traum’s Jasmine Nwajei 
and Ashanae McLaughlin 
hit consecutive 3-poiners. 
McLaughlin had 19 points 
and Nwajei, a Rockaway 

Park native and Mary Lou-
is transfer, had 18 points, 
including four treys.

Molloy found itself 
down 47-45 after a Daniela 
Arias jumper. McLaugh-
lin added a layup and it 

appeared an extra point 
was added after Alexan-
dra Smith missed two free 
throws as the score read 
50-45. Lagas, who called the 
refereeing disgraceful, said 
he never got a proper expla-

nation as to why the point 
was added and remained 
on the scoreboard.

“I don’t know where 
they got that other point 
from,” he said.

The Lady Blazers (9-2) 

put the game away when 
Nwajei buried a 3-pointer 
from the right side with the 
shot clock winding down to 
put her team up 55-47 with 
1:20 left in the game. Nwajei 
called it her team’s best per-
formance of the season and 
said she, McLaughlin and 
Joella Gibson (18 points) 
have learned to play togeth-
er and share the ball. 

“It took time to figure 
it out,” she said. ”I think we 
got it now.”

Molloy is hoping for its 
own learning experience 
after its first game without 
Gallagher. There needs to 
be an understanding of how 
much better others need to 
play when one of the teams’ 
star is missing.

“We all needed to play 
more aggressive,” McClure 
said. “Attack the basket. 
We all need to have more 
poise.” 

McClure makes big strides but Molloy falls short

Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher (c.) and Christ the King’s Ashley Raff (l.) and Sierra Calhoun battle for the 
ball during a game in 2012. Photo by Christina Santucci

Christ the King surging after 
strong Mass. tournament play

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It’s been happy holi-
days for the Christ the 
King boys’ basketball team. 
The Royals completed a 4-1 
stretch of tournament play 
with a comfortable 80-54 
win over New Mission 
(Mass.) in the Shooting 
Touch Shootout at Emman-
uel College in Massachu-
setts Dec. 28.

Christ the King won 
both games at the event, 
topping Iolani (Hawaii) 
65-43 the day early. The 
team was coming off a 2-1 
showing at the Chick-Fil-A 
Classic in South Carolina 
before Christmas. Its only 
loss there was a 56-54 set 
back to Blanche Ely (Fla.) 
in the opening round. The 
Royals, who are 6-1 over-
all, have not let up, signs 
of a mature, business-like 
group.

“Even the game we 
lost we had a lot of energy,” 
Royals Coach Joe Arbi-
tello said. “We missed a 
lot of free throws down the 
stretch that cost us. This 
team is veteran. They know 
how to win.”

Arbitello is also get-
ting big-time efforts from 
stars Jordan Fuchs and 
Jon Severe. Fuchs, a for-
ward, averaged 20 points 
and 10 rebounds to earn all-
tournament honors at the 
Chick-Fil-A Classic. Severe 
was equally impressive in 
Massachusetts, where he 
was also named to the all-
tournament squad. The 
shooting guard had 20 of 
his 23 points at the half to 
go along with six rebounds 
and five assists against Io-
lani.

The coach also praised 
the overall play of guard 
Malik Harmon and center 
Adonis Delarosa. Every-

thing has fallen into place 
early for CK.

“It just seems like ev-
eryone is clicking where 
they need to right now,” Ar-
bitello said.

He pointed to his club’s 
58-54 win over Wesleyan 
Christian (N.C.) in the fi-
nal game of the Chick-Fil-A 
Classic as its most impres-
sive of the bunch. Arbitello 
called them as good a team 
as he’s seen, led by junior 
Theo Pinson, ranked No. 
7 in his class by ESPN and 
6-foot-8 freshman Harry 
Giles. Andre Walker held 
Pinson to six points, aided 
by a strong Royals defense 
that Arbitello praised. 
Christ the Kong returns to 
action on the road against 
Xaverian Sunday.

“Our defensive 
schemes and the way we 
play our on the ball defense 
have been very, very good,” 
Artbitello said.



TL

45
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, J

AN. 3-9, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

tagious. The junior was 
noticeably missed in the 
diocesan semifinals.

OH Kerry Mackey, 
Christ the King

The improving Royals 
have a star in Mackey. The 
powerful junior helped CK 
win two tournaments. She 
helped them beat Bronx 
Science in the final of the 
Fall Classic Volleyball In-
vitational.

L Tyler Mazzuca, 
Mary Louis Academy

The 5-foot-2 senior 
epitomized the guts and 
gritty nature of her Mary 
Louis team. Her digging 
made TMLA a pest to play, 
something St. Francis 

Prep learned when given a 
scare in the semifinals.

S Kendra McCalla, St. 
Francis Prep

When you have as 
many weapons as the Ter-
riers do, someone has to 
make it all work. The se-
nior again did it to perfec-
tion, getting the most out 
of the players around her 
in another banner year for 
SFP.

S Zhan Cheng Yin, 
Benjamin Cardozo

The junior stepped 
into her new role and 
flourished, making things 
easier for the young play-
ers around her. Yin was 
one of the PSAL’s leaders 
in assists, with 198, and 
was a superb server with 

26 aces.
All-Queens Honor-

able Mention
OH Adriana Braciak, 

Benjamin Cardozo
S Melissa Chu, Fran-

cis Lewis
MH Stella Duval, St. 

John’s Prep
MH Kristen Freile, 

Mary Louis
S Raluca Mosora, Bry-

ant
OH Jumara Muza, 

Forest Hills
S Amanda Proce, 

Archbishop Molloy
OH Emily Rabot, Arch-

bishop Molloy
S Joanna Rios, Christ 

the King
L Caroline Vallone, St. 

Francis Prep

Continued from Page 43

Boro best

bench.
“We never got back on 

track,” Arbitello said.
The Hilltoppers found 

a bad time for a poor shoot-
ing night, especially in the 
first half with the game 
yet to be decided. Dickson 
said the rims were tight 
and Arbitello said it felt 
like there was a lid on 
the hoop. TMLA missed 

layups inside as Alexander 
Hamilton connected on 
nine three-pointers for the 
game. A foul differential 
of 9-3 with 1:30 left in the 
first half and a 5-1 early in 
the fourth quarter didn’t 
help. The Rebels also shot 
29 free throws to TMLA’s 
five, but Mary Louis didn’t 
do enough of the little 
things to overcome it.

Arbitello and her play-
ers know they need to be 

patient and keep working. 
Dickson noted how hard 
the transition to varsity 
can be, even from a junior 
varsity team that won the 
CHSAA city title last sea-
son. She wants to see the 
work and effort they put in 
at practice show up more 
often in games.

“We have to connect 
practice to games,” Dick-
son said. “We all can’t wor-
ry about I. We have to start 
worrying about team.”

Continued from Page 43

Mary Louis

Get daily updates and web exclusives online at

 www.TimesLedger.com
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ROP

lieved he was a Muslim 
and responsible for the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11. 
She has family living in 
Rego Park.

Menendez alleg-
edly told investigators, “I 
pushed a Muslim off the 
train tracks because I hate 
Hindus and Muslims. Ever 
since 2001 when they put 
down the Twin Towers I’ve 
been beating them up.”

According to authori-
ties, the victim was Hindu, 
not Muslim.

The grisly murder oc-
curred at the tail end of a 
month in which Elmhurst 
resident Ki-Suk Han was 
pushed in front of a down-
town-bound Q train in 
Midtown Manhattan. A 
30-year-old homeless man, 
Naeem Davis, was later ar-
rested and charged with 
the crime. 

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) suggested the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 

Authority should have 
cameras in all subway sta-
tions after the second man 
in a month was pushed to 
his death in Sunnyside.

“It does strike me in a 
post-9/11 world that there 
are no cameras installed 
in our subway system,” 
Van Bramer said.

Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said the 
MTA should think of in-
stalling a shield along all 
subway stops similar to 
ones in Taipei, China, or 
Singapore that would open 
after the train stops at the 
station.

“That way people can-

not be pushed down the 
subway,” he said. “The 
subway will also be much 
cleaner.”

MTA spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz recommended 
straphangers stay away 
from the platform edges 
and always be vigilant 
about their surroundings.

A resident near a 
Rego Park building where 
Menendez’s mother and 
stepfather live, said he was 
only momentarily shocked 
by the defendant’s alleged 
actions.

“There was something 
a little off about her,” said 
Elvin Alvarez, who saw 

Menendez in the neighbor-
hood, but did not know her 
personally. “When I first 
heard about this, there 
was some shock because 
it’s so horrible. But a lot 
of people knew she needed 
help. No one really trusted 
her.”

NYPD spokesman 
Paul Browne said authori-
ties were called to her home 
five times since 2005 and 
she was  arrested several 
times on various charges, 
including assault.

On the night of the 
subway push, witnesses 
had reported that Menen-
dez was walking back and 
forth along the platform 
and talking to herself be-
fore she sat down by her-
self on a wooden bench 
near the platform’s north 
end, Browne said. 

As the train entered 
the station, Menendez sud-
denly stood up and shoved 
Sen in front of the train, 
Brown said. He was hit by 
the first car and trapped 
under the second before 
the train came to a full 
stop.

the funeral.
Cooper worked hard, 

according to Weprin, 
though her indictment cast 
a shadow over that work.

“We should all be re-
membered for the good 
parts of our life and not just 
things we did wrong,” he 
said.

Cooper had been 
scheduled to appear in 
court in February as part 
of the criminal court case, 
but her lawyer, Vito Palm-
ieri, said the case will now 
be dismissed.

An accountant who 
looked over Unisphere 
Inc.’s 2011 books said he 
noticed Cooper had with-
drawn cash from ATMs but 
could not account for where 
the money went. The ac-

countant was Phil Ragusa, 
chairman of the Queens 
Republican Party, and his 
records eventually made 
their way to District Attor-
ney Richard Brown.

Cooper was indicted in 
July, and her next court ap-
pearance was scheduled for 
Feb. 4, according to court 
documents.

Cooper’s tenure at the 
nonprofit’s head had been 
dogged long before the most 
recent indictment. A group 
called the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park World’s 
Fair Association called for 
her resignation in 2007, cit-
ing the fact that while the 
nonprofit raised consider-
able cash, it did not spend it 
on park improvements.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

a month for Hurricanes Ike 
and Gustav, she said.

“The damage to our re-
gion was unprecedented,” 
she said. “Yet it’s now been 
nine weeks since the most 

densely populated region 
of our country was hit by 
one of the most destructive 
storms to hit our country.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Akash Sarker holds Sunando Sen’s passport. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 
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Recovery

110th Precinct showed the 
largest increase, jumping 
from just two homicides in 
2011 to eight by the 30th.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), whose district 
includes about half of the 
110th, said he could recall 
two murders in LeFrak 
City earlier this year that 
caused concern in the com-
munity.

“One thing I will say 
is that we have a new com-
manding officer in the 110th 
and I think very highly of 
him,” he said. “We’ve seen 
an uptick in the number of 
murders and I’m confident 
the new commanding offi-
cer will be able to track this 
down.”

Dromm said he put 
$150,000 in the budget for 
security cameras in the 
110th and 115th precincts, 

and he was speaking with 
Deputy Inspector Ronald 
Leyson about the best place 
to install them.

The 109th Precinct, 
which covers downtown 
Flushing, College Point 
and Whitestone, dropped 
from eight murders in 2011 
to four by the 30th for the 
borough’s largest decrease.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 10

Murder rate
FREE!
FREE!

Party Planning Showcase &

The Ultimate Teen Party is a FREE and SAFE place where you and 
your children can actively participate in the greatest teen party ever 
thrown and actually see and experience Vendors & Exhibitors doing 

their thing! Valuable gifts will be given away as door prizes!

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Queens Zoo seeks volunteers
The Wildlife Conservation Society 

is looking for volunteers at the Queens 
Zoo to teach visitors about the zoo and 
give tours.

Training classes are scheduled 
each Saturday in January and Feb. 2 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Candidates must be at least 18, 

available for a multi-week training pro-
gram and willing to commit four hours 
each week.

The Queens Zoo is at 53-51 111th St. 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

To apply or for more information, 
visit queenszoo.com or call 718-271-1500.
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