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BY STEVE MOSCO

The end of times did 
not come for gaming in 
2012. 

Resorts World Ca-
sino New York City hit the 
jackpot this year, becom-
ing the single largest slot 
revenue gaming property 

in the country with more 
than $638 million in gross 
gaming revenues. The state 
was a big winner as well: 
The casino generated more 
than $435 million in tax 
revenues, with $280 million 
of that going directly to the 
state’s education fund.

“While we never 

doubted this would be a 
successful venture, we have 
far exceeded any and all ex-
pectations we had for 2012 
and can’t wait to begin an 
even better 2013,” said Mi-
chael Speller, president of 
Resorts World at Aqueduct 
Racetrack in South Ozone 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With one more day’s worth of crime statistics 

yet to be counted and 2012’s official total tallied, 
the city was on track to register its lowest murder 
rate in decades, but by Dec. 30 Queens had already 
recorded one more murder than it had in 2011.

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Two months after Hurricane 
Sandy bludgeoned the city with 
the new year at hand, residents 
in the hardest-hit areas of Queens 

were mixed on their outlook for 
2013.

Al Kinsler was one of those 
who thought things were looking 
bright.

“I’m always optimistic,” said 

Kinsler, who lives on the corner 
of Beach 47th Street and Beach 
Channel Drive in the Rockaways.

Details of Kinsler’s story may 
be familiar to others living in the 
path of the storm’s surge, which 

caused soaring floodwaters that 
left a wake of destruction. He, 
like others, faced daunting water 
damage to his home and has had 
to live elsewhere as he applied 
for federal aid and made needed 
repairs.

Although he still cannot live 
in his house in its present condi-
tion, he said, he was working on 
the dwelling Saturday and was 
hopeful he could move back in 
within a month. And he said there 
are good signs around that his 
neighborhood was slowly inching 
back to life.

“I think we’ll bounce back,” 
he said. “I’ve seen [the neighbor-
hood] at its worst and I’ve seen it 
at its best,” adding that its best 
was during the storm with so 
many people rallying to help oth-
ers.

Broad Channel resident 
Robert Keith was also optimistic 
about 2013.

“I feel very good now that 
Rapid Repairs is here,” he said, 
referring to the program aimed 
at accelerating home repairs 
through a team of trade workers 
contracted by the city.

He said things were not 

BY REBECCA HENELY AND STEVE 
MOSCO

 
Two Queens city council-

men have urged the MTA to in-
stall new safety devices in the 
subway system after a 46-year-
old man was pushed onto the 
tracks in Sunnyside last week as 
a train approached and a woman 
was charged with his murder as 
a hate crime.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Erika Me-
nendez, 31, faces charges of sec-
ond-degree murder for allegedly 
shoving Indian-born Sunano 
Sen in front of a No. 7 train as it 
headed into the 40th Street-Low-
ery Street station last Thursday. 
She faces a maximum of 25 years 
to life in prison if convicted. 

“The defendant is accused 
of committing what is every 
subway commuter’s worst night-
mare — being suddenly and 
senselessly pushed into the path 
of an oncoming train,” Brown 
said. “The victim was allegedly 
shoved from behind and had no 
chance to defend himself. Be-

A swan strolls on Norton Drive in Far Rockaway as it is silhouetted by the sun setting over the Norton Basin. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BIRD OF PARADISE

Murder rate rises in Queens

as homicides fall across city

Electeds want
train barriers 

after fatal push

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 9

Resorts hits jackpot with slots

Sandy victims take stock of 2013
Rockaway survivors juggle hopes for the future with fears of further losses

Resorts World Casino became the single 
largest slot revenue gaming property in 
the country in 2012.
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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• Hurricane Sandy slammed into the Northeast coast 
on Oct. 29, unleashing a massive storm surge flooded the 
Rockaways and parts of southern Queens. 

• Fires torched homes and businesses as emergency 
responders were unable to travel through flooded streets. 
More than 120 homes in Breezy Point were reduced to 
rubble.

• In total, 11 people in Queens lost their lives as a re-
sult of Sandy, police said. Flushing resident Tony Laino, 
who was killed when a tree toppled onto his home, was 
the first recorded death and Albert McSwain died the day 
after the storm when he fell down a staircase in the Ham-
mels Houses, according to the NYPD.

• Thousands lost power during the storm, and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo criticized Con Edison and LIPA for what 
he deemed as a lacking response effort by the utility com-
panies. 

• Gasoline shortages crippled the city, forcing Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg to impose rationing for two weeks be-
ginning Nov. 9.

• Cuomo announced that the state would seek $42 bil-
lion in federal aid to help rebuild.

• The House of Representatives failed to pass an aid 
package for storm-ravaged areas on Jan. 1. 

Sandy leaves mark on Queens

(Clockwise from top l.) Olga Gonzalez, who works at Beer House Beverages in 
Rockaway Beach, stands in the doorway of the shop, which is filled with ru-
ined merchandise; former President Bill Clinton hugs Liz Robbins, Clinton Global 
Iniative volunteer, as he tours a cleanup site of a playground in Far Rockaway; 
Francis Seim adjusts his cap as he looks through belongings in his home in 
Broad Channel; Ronald Adams shows the cracked concrete basement of his dam-
aged home on Beach 46th Street; a man points to a sign in the window of the 
Belle Harbor Yacht Club, indicating the building was inspected; the ocean is vis-
ible through a damaged home in Belle Harbor; residents console one anoth-
er in Breezy Point; Roger Gendron, president of the New Hamilton Beach Civic 
Association, airs out relatives’ photo albums in his basement; and rescue workers 
check homes in Breezy Point. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Douglaston bee lover launches own beauty biz
BY PHIL CORSO

For Douglaston’s Ruth 
Harrigan, getting laid off 
has become a blessing in 
disguise, thanks to her 
humming helpers.

After spending more 
than a year producing 
beauty products with home-
made honey extracted from 
her own bee hives as a hob-
by, Harrigan’s newfound 
freedom has allowed her to 
spread some new wings.

Earlier this month, the 
Douglaston native officially 
launched Mee Beauty, a line 
of beauty products mixed 
with authentic New York 
City honey. Mee, meaning 
“honey” in Chinese, has 
become the focal point of 
her product pitch because 
Harrigan said it serves as a 
natural moisturizer for the 
skin.

“The idea came from 
my husband. I was just hav-
ing fun in the bee yard,” 
said Harrigan, who has 

been beekeeping as a hobby 
for three years. “I thought I 
would take my love for bee-
keeping to the next step.”

After drawing up a 
logo and working with her 

husband to design labels 
and have the products as-
sembled, Harrigan has 
introduced a line of body 
lotion, face cream, and 
lip balm cleverly labeled 

as “Bee Moisturized,” 
“Bee Hydrated” and “Bee 
Kissed.”

“My excitement is 
what motivates me,” Har-
rigan said. “I have always 

wanted to be in the driver’s 
seat and make my own des-
tiny.”

The products have al-
ready been prominently 
displayed in Douglaston’s 
Giftalicious near the Doug-
laston Long Island Rail 
Road station, where owner 
Demetra Sirica spoke vol-
umes about Harrigan’s 
work.

“It’s all good because 
it’s all natural,” said Sirica, 
who uses the products her-
self. “Ruth is fabulous. Her 
line is fabulous. She knows 
how to make a good prod-
uct.”

After years of fascina-
tion led her to take on bee-
keeping as a hobby, Har-
rigan said she has become 
well-versed in the language 
of her buzzing buddies, 
learning how to be invis-
ible to them while working 
alongside them.

The Douglaston moth-
er of four started taking 
in hives from friends and 

neighbors more than three 
years ago and has since 
spent hours each weekend 
tending to the bees. By the 
time she had launched her 
new line of honey-driven 
beauty products, Harrigan 
said she worked her way up 
to eight hives, which pro-
duce about 100 pounds of 
honey each.

Harrigan said she has 
been working on the line’s 
own website at meebeauty.
com, where she will also of-
fer an exclusive 20 percent 
discount to TimesLedger 
Newspaper readers who use 
the promo code Ledger20.

“I hope that in a year 
I can say that being laid 
off was the best thing that 
ever happened to me,” Har-
rigan said. “A concept is 
one thing. But action is an-
other.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Ruth Harrigan’s homemade beauty products are on sale at Douglaston’s Giftalicious shop near the lo-
cal Long Island Rail Road station. Photo by Phil Corso

East Elmhurst boy, 11, run down by truck
Sidewalk memorial set up in Jackson Heights where youngster was killed six blocks from his home 

BY REBECCA HENELY

A Jackson Heights corner has become 
a makeshift shrine to an  11-year-old boy, 
who police said was run down by a dump 
truck.

Stuffed animals, bouquets of roses, 
dozens of candles and snacks like Pop-tarts 
and Wise chips have been placed at the cor-
ner of Northern Boulevard and 80th Street 
in memory of Miguel Torres, who lived 
six blocks from where he was struck and 
killed Friday.

Police said the white truck was pull-
ing a generator at the time of the accident. 
It was traveling southbound on 80th Street 
and turning west on Northern Boulevard 
at 8:45 a.m. when it hit Miguel of East 
Elmhurst, according to the NYPD. Author-
ities found Miguel dead at the scene, police 
said.

The truck kept going after the ac-
cident, police said, but NBC reported the 
driver was tracked down by the NYPD and 
no criminality was found.

A spokeswoman for the NYPD said 
Wednesday no criminal charges had been 
filed against the truck driver.

On Saturday, relatives outside Miguel’s 
home on 84th Street said they were too up-
set to speak about the child.

“It’s really hard for us,” one man said. 
Another said Miguel’s mother was devas-
tated after losing her young son.

“It’s very sad,” said Ann Aoli, a Jack-
son Heights resident who was at the corner 
at around 11:30 a.m. “I’m very upset about 
it.”

Aoli heard about the incident from 

resident Olga Gonzalez, who said she just 
missed witnessing the accident herself. She 
had been visiting a nearby deli for a coffee 
when she came out and saw the boy.

“He was already on the floor — dead,” 
Gonzalez said.

Police officers had sections of the 
sidewalk and roadway blocked off Friday 
morning while investigating the scene. 
The medical examiner’s office arrived to 
take the body away at around 11 a.m.

Kenneth DiLorenzo, who lives two 
blocks away, said Friday morning that he 
was alerted to the accident when he heard 
helicopters.

He said he has lived in the neighbor-
hood for 30 years and attended IS 145, which 
is located across from the site of the acci-
dent. DiLorenzo said he could not recall a 
death ever having occurred at the intersec-
tion, but remembered many collisions.

“Between here and 78th and Northern, 
I’ve seen a lot of accidents,” he said.

DiLorenzo said that a yellow sign 
alerting motorists about the crosswalk at 
the intersection is sideways and may not be 
easily seen when motorists are speeding.

The boy’s death was the third hit-and-
run accident to occur in Queens last week. 
Sheena Mathew, 38, was hit by a car cross-
ing Hillside Avenue and Little Neck Park-
way in Floral Park. Meria Beria, 30, was 
hit an hour later at 111th Avenue near 147th 
Street in South Jamaica. Both accidents 
occurred on Dec. 26.

“It’s not the way to bring in the new 
year, you know,” DiLorenzo said.

A memorial for 11-year-old Miguel Torres includes flowers, snacks and a black and white photo of the 
boy. Photo by Christina Santucci
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It’s about enjoying and
managing the money you have. 

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s not about how much money you make. 

College Point veteran trains pet pig for therapeutic role
Owner takes inspiration from her service dog named Harvey and hopes sow can lift spirits of others

BY JOE ANUTA

Nadine Darsanlal’s life was 
never the same after she teamed 
up with her service dog Harvey 
three years ago, and now she is 
trying to help others discover the 
therapeutic power of animals by 
training her second pet — a clev-
er micro pig named Wilbur.

Darsanlal found Harvey af-
ter serving in the U.S. Navy from 
1997-2001. After she got out she 
contracted an illness that left her 
partially disabled, she said. The 
College Point resident had trou-
ble bending down to pick objects 
off the ground and getting out of 
bed in the morning due to chron-
ic pain, but found relief after 
her application for a service dog 
was accepted by an organization 
called Dogs for Deaf and Disabled 
Americans, which partnered her 
with the pooch. Harvey picks up 
objects, turns on lights, puts on 
shoes and generally lifts up her 
spirits.

“He changed my life. Big 

time,” she said. “These dogs are 
not just here to help you physi-
cally. They are here to help men-
tally.”

Harvey is a legal service 
animal recognized by the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and is 
allowed to accompany her every-
where.

About a year and a half ago, 
Darsanlal decided to purchase 

a pig as a playmate for Harvey, 
she said. When the tiny porker 
arrived at their home, he became 
fast friends with his canine co-
habitant and had a great person-
ality. That is when she decided to 
train Wilbur to become a therapy 
pet, using her knowledge of train-
ing Harvey.

The sow can shake hands, sit 
and perform all manner of tricks. 

If the word “apple juice” is spo-
ken, even from 20 yards away, it 
will come running.

Darsanlal has taken the duo 
to area schools, including the 
Renaissance Charter School in 
Jackson Heights. The principal 
there declared Harvey and Wil-
bur well-behaved and “a delight” 
for both students and teachers.

But it might be difficult for 
Wilbur to be recognized as a ther-
apy animal in New York City.

An international nonprofit 
called Pet Partners registers 
therapy animals, partnering 
with the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals in the New York City area. 
A registered therapy animal does 
not enjoy special distinctions like 
Harvey, but rather gets access to 
hospitals and nursing homes in 
the nonprofit’s network, which 
are assured the animals are prop-
erly trained.

Recently, the nonprofit has 
been accepting applications on 
behalf of pigs in other areas.

It might seem like Wilbur 
would be a perfect fit as well. He 
appears to be a good-tempered, 
shrewd, if not slightly mischie-
vous animal. But it is not legal 
to keep pigs as pets in the five 
boroughs, according to the city 
Department of Health. And Pet 
Partners would not register an 
unauthorized animal, according 
to the nonprofit.

But Darsanlal is not fazed. 
She has been visiting schools and 
other venues in the area to raise 
money for Dogs for Deaf and Dis-
abled Americans, so others can 
have the life-altering experience 
that Harvey has brought her.

“I think I’ll be doing this for 
the rest of my life,” she said.

And everywhere she goes 
with Harvey, to the delight of 
(just about) everyone, Wilbur can 
typically be found waddling after 
him.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Nadine Darsanlal walks her two boys, Wilbur (l.) and Harvey across a College 
Point street. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Two Queens moth-

ers were killed in separate 
hit-and-run accidents just 
about an hour apart from 
each other on a rainy night 
last week and the police 
were looking for the driv-
ers who left both scenes.

Maria Beria, 30, was 
celebrating the holidays at 
home with her three young 
children and husband the 
day after Christmas when 
just before 7 p.m., she in-
sisted on giving a family 
member a ride, her sister 
said.

Beria stepped out of 
her South Jamaica house 
and crossed 111th Avenue 
and, as she opened the door 
to her blue Honda, a white 
vehicle traveling west hit 
her and then left the scene, 
police said. Beria was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead.

Bhagwandai Barclay, 
Beria’s sister, said she was 
excited her father was visit-
ing from Guyana and had 
even hired a photographer 
to take pictures of the fam-
ily Christmas Day.

“He doesn’t visit that 
often and she knew this 
was probably the last time 
she could get a picture of 
the whole family,” Barclay 
said. “The whole family cel-
ebrated Christmas in the 
house.”

Beria was a mother 
to two young boys and a 

12-year-old girl and a de-
voted wife who would do 
anything for her family, 
Barclay said.

“She was a very caring 
person and she was always 
there for them,” her sister 
said, adding that Beria’s 
daughter was “devastated” 
by the tragedy.

Neighbor Roger Paria 
described Beria as a sweet 
and kind woman and said 
fellow residents are terror-
ized by cars racing up and 

down the street in front of 
their homes.

“It’s like a drag strip 
out there,” he said.

About an hour earlier 
a mother from Floral Park 
was killed crossing Hill-
side Avenue.

Sheena Mathew, a 
38-year-old wife and moth-
er of two young girls, was 
hit by a car traveling east 
on Hillside Avenue during 
a downpour as she crossed 
the road at the intersection 

of Little Neck Parkway just 
before 6 p.m., police said.

The vehicle left the 
scene and Mathew was 
pronounced dead when she 
arrived at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital, according 
to the NYPD. The police did 
not have a description of 
the vehicle that hit Mathew, 
and after the accident the 
area was peppered with fli-
ers requesting anyone with 
information to contact the 
police.

BY JOE ANUTA

When former Assistant 
Parks Commissioner Es-
telle Cooper died Saturday, 
she left behind a history of 
public service in Queens 
clouded by legal troubles 
associated with her tenure 
as head of a nonprofit that 
funded upkeep at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Aside from working in 
the city Parks Department 
and running the nonprofit, 
Unisphere Inc., the Whites-
tone resident had previous-
ly been an active member 
in the Queens Republican 
Party and was known for 
throwing yearly fund-rais-
ers for her charity.

But in early 2012, Coo-
per, who was in her early 
80s, resigned from both her 
posts and over the summer 
was charged by the Queens 
district attorney with steal-
ing $50,000 from Unisphere 
Inc.

At her funeral Monday, 
her family remembered her 
contribution to politics as 
well as civic life in Queens 
and that Cooper was the 
first woman to run for the 
state Senate.

“We will never know 
anyone who is more inspir-
ing or full of life,” Mike 
Balsamo, Cooper’s grand-
son, said in a statement 
on behalf of the family. 
“While we mourn the loss 
of a barrier-breaker, we 
also celebrate the life of a 
dedicated public servant 

and hope that Estelle’s 50-
year legacy to civic service 
offers an example to young 
people around the world 
that hard work can truly 
make dreams come true.”

Elected officials and 
Republican members re-
membered Cooper as a bi-
partisan civic leader. She 
was a GOP district leader 
in Forest Hills decades ago, 
and according to City Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), got along 
with her colleagues across 
the aisle.

A Queens GOPer who 
did not want to be named 
called Cooper “a very bi-
partisan public leader.”

Friends and family members remember Sheena Mathew, who was killed in a hit-and-run accident in 
Floral Park last week. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Queens moms mowed down
Hit-and-runs steal lives of two pedestrians in S. Jamaica, Floral Park

Estelle Cooper dies
amid legal troubles

Estelle Cooper was remem-
bered by her family for her 
commitment to public service.
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilmen 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) slammed the 
MTA at a news conference 
in Long Island City for its de-
cision to close the No. 7 sub-
way line in Long Island City 
for the next 12 weekends.

“If I seem a little angry, 
I am,” Van Bramer said. 
“This is an outrage that they 
do this every single time.”

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity plans to shut down the 
line beginning at 11:45 p.m. 
Fridays to 5 a.m. Mondays 
through March 25. The clo-
sures are to continue the 
MTA’s work on a new signal 
system line for the No. 7 that 
is known as Communica-
tions Based Train Control.

“It will improve reli-
ability, increase safety and 
decrease maintenance,” 
said MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz, “and, most impor-
tantly, allow us to run more 

trains.”
Ortiz said the MTA 

would still serve the Long 
Island City community dur-
ing the outages. He said a 
shuttle bus will be running 

between Queensborough 
Plaza and the Vernon Bou-
levard-Jackson Avenue stop, 
while the Q train to Astoria-
Ditmars Boulevard will be 
extended on weekends dur-

ing that time.
“This is unfortunate 

political grandstanding,” 
Ortiz said of the objections.

The councilmen held 
the news conference at the 

intersection of 50th Avenue 
and Vernon Boulevard, near 
the Vernon Boulevard-Jack-
son Avenue stop, with sever-
al Long Island City business 
leaders and artists.

Van Bramer said while 
the ridership may be lower, 
shutting off the No. 7 line 
will still have a detrimental 
impact on small businesses 
and cultural institutions. 
It will also make transport 
more difficult for residents 
headed to the St. Pat’s for All 
Parade in Sunnyside or the 
Lunar New Year festivities 
in Flushing.

“To cut down service 
during that time is especial-
ly hurtful to immigrants,” 
Koo said.

This is not the first 
time  the MTA has shut 
down weekend service in 
Long Island City to do work. 
Since 2008, the authority 
has closed down a portion of 
the tracks for maintenance, 
only suspending their work 
during the Lunar New Year 
Parade the first year. 

Last year the No. 7 
line was closed for 12 week-
ends and coupled with the 
full-time closure for many 
months of the No. 7 line sec-
tion of the Court Square 
stop. 

The elected officials 
said the MTA should meet 
with the community and 
consider alternatives such 
as alternating the weekends 
of the closures, FastTrack-
ing the work or doing the 
work in the summer.

“[Residents] don’t want 
to walk several blocks in the 
ice and snow to an E train 
that also may not be run-
ning,” said Richard Mazda, 
founder of the LIC Arts Open 
and The Secret Theatre.

Ortiz said the ridership 
is greater in the summer and 
would affect more residents. 
For the work to be complet-
ed by FastTrack, the No. 7 
line would be shut down in 
the evenings for about two 
months.

“That obviously is not a 
viable alternative,” he said.

No. 7 weekend service suspended till March

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) is joined by fellow Councilman Peter Koo (l.) to protest planned 
service cuts on the No. 7 train. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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SE Queens celebrates 
Kwanzaa’s seven tenets

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Hundreds of people 
braved a mixture of rain 
and snow to celebrate 
Kwanzaa, a weeklong holi-
day that honors African-
American heritage and 
community, at Springfield 
Gardens High School Sat-
urday.

“A lot of us have forgot-
ten from whence we came,” 
said Gladys Keller, Queens 
section president of the 
National Council of Negro 
Women, describing the im-
portance of Kwanzaa for 
the black community. “Ev-
erybody started in Africa. 
And this is about learning 
about the heritage, our her-
itage .... You have to know 
where you’ve been in order 
to move forward.”

The National Council 
of Negro Women was a co-
sponsor of the event.

The festivities ran 
from the afternoon to the 
evening at the school, at 
143-10 Springfield Blvd. 
Throughout the day music, 
dance and other perfor-
mances and speeches took 
place in the theater, while 
vendors sold an array of 
African-themed jewelry, 
clothing and books in the 
hallways and Southern-
style soul food was served 
in the cafeteria.

The event also includ-
ed the lighting of the red, 
green and black kinara 
candles representing the 

seven principles of Kwan-
zaa: unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, cre-
ativity and faith.

Kwanzaa was created 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga, 
an African studies profes-
sor, writer and activist in 
the 1960s as a way to cel-
ebrate African culture.

“He developed Kwan-
zaa because we as African 
Americans had nothing to 
celebrate,” said Carol Al-
len, board member of the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
a co-sponsor of the event. 
“We developed it for our in-
terests and education.”

Kwanzaa runs from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 and fea-
tures gift-giving and a feast 
in the final days. Many of 
its symbols have African 

roots, which speakers at the 
event said are important 
for the African-American 
community to reaffirm.

“Kwanzaa’s not just 
here,” said speaker Sonia 
Diaz, a member of the Af-
rikan Poetry Theatre, re-
ferring to the theater from 
which she was addressing 
an enraptured crowd. “It’s 
not just this week. Kwan-
zaa is every single day that 
you live.”

For others at the event, 
Kwanzaa provided much-
needed time to feel part of a 
community and forget their 
troubles, even if for a little 
while.

“We came out to do 
something fun,” said Elea-
nor Alexondre, who was 
at the celebration with her 
son, Clarence.

Vendors such as Amatula Designs line the hallways in Springfield 
Gardens High School during Saturday’s Kwanzaa celebration. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

Spigner goes to Albany
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The man known as 

“the dean” of southeast 
Queens politics put another 
notch in his belt last month 
when he traveled to Albany 
to cast his Electoral College 
vote for President Barack 
Obama and Vice President 
Joe Biden.

Archie Spigner, who 
was the first black city 
councilman from Queens 
when he began represent-
ing St. Albans and sur-
rounding neighborhoods in 
1974, was one of 29 electors 
who cast their votes to re-
elect Obama and Biden to a 
second term.

“I was honored to be 
part of the process that 
plays such a significant 
role in the election of our 
president,” Spigner, 84, told 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“I was pleased to be there 
and delighted.”

In each state and the 
District of Columbia, elec-
tors meet on the first Mon-
day following the second 
Wednesday in December 
to sign, seal and certify six 
sets of votes. One is sent to 
the U.S. Senate president 
for the official count of the 

electoral votes Jan. 6, two 
are sent to the National Ar-
chives, two go to the state’s 
Secretary of State and one 
is sent to the presiding dis-
trict judge where the elec-
tors meet.

“Since 1872, New 
York’s electors have gath-
ered to participate in this 
most important tradition,” 
New York Secretary of 
State Cesar Perales said. 
“New York’s history with 
the Electoral College is a 
storied one, with partici-
pation by everyone from 
abolitionists to politicians 
to business and civic lead-
ers, among others, and we 
are excited to have contin-
ued this custom. I’d like to 
thank all the electors, who 
come from every walk of 
life and are a reflection of 
the diverse communities 
that comprise the great 
state of New York.”

Seated in the state 
Senate chambers Dec. 17, 
Spigner rubbed shoulders 
with state Assembly Speak-
er Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) and Irene Stein, 
chairwoman of the Tomp-
kins County Democratic 
Committee.

Spigner said he also 

had a nice opportunity to 
chat with Buffalo Mayor 
Byron Brown, who grew up 
in Queens.

“He referred to some 
of his  days in Hollis and 
brought me up on some of 
the improvements taking 
place in Buffalo, economic 
improvement and other-
wise,” Spigner said. “I was 
his councilman when he 
was growing up.”

During his time in the 
Council, Spigner served as 
the deputy majority leader 
and chairman of the Queens 
delegation. He chaired the 
Committees on Economic 
Development and Housing 
and Building as well as the 
Legislative Office of Budget 
Review and Negotiation.

In 2005, four years 
after he left the Council, 
the St. Albans post office 
on Linden Boulevard was 
renamed for Spigner, an 
honor usually bestowed 
upon the dearly departed. 
Spigner is a Democratic 
district leader, an execu-
tive member of the Guy R. 
Brewer United Democratic 
Club and a staple at Com-
munity Board 12’s monthly 
meetings.

By Dec. 30 there had 
been 418 murders in the 
city, which is down from 
515 in 2011 and the lowest 
since the city started keep-
ing records back in 1963.

Across Queens’ 16 po-
lice precincts, however, 
there were 82 murders in 
2011 and by Dec. 30 2012 
there were already 83 
throughout the borough, 
police said.

The Police Depart-
ment counts each week’s 
crime figures beginning 
on Mondays, so since the 
30th fell on a Sunday, the 
year’s numbers will not be 
available until at least next 
week, a police spokeswom-
an said.

The NYPD has not yet 
included approximately 310 
citywide crimes from Feb. 

29 to its 2012 numbers so 
that an accurate compari-
son can be made between 
2011 and 2012 each week.

Leap Day’s crime num-
bers will be added to 2012’s 
total at the end of the year.

The 113th Precinct 
continued to be the bor-
ough’s most deadly, though 
there was the possibility it 
might show a slight decline 
by year’s end.

Covering the neigh-
borhoods of South Jamaica, 
St. Albans, Baisley Park 
and part of Springfield 
Gardens, the precinct had 
registered 16 murders by 
the 30th, compared to 17 in 
2011.

The neighboring 103rd 
Precinct — covering down-
town Jamaica and Hollis 
— had the second highest 
number of murders both 
years, with 10 so far for 2012 
compared to 11 the previ-
ous year.

 The 105th Precinct 
— stretching along the 

Queens-Nassau County 
border from Queens Vil-
lage to Rosedale — had an 
increase from five murders 
in 2011 to eight by Dec. 30.

For both years the six 
precincts covering south-
east Queens and the Rock-
away Peninsula accounted 
for more than half the mur-
ders throughout the bor-
ough.

About half the bor-
ough’s precincts saw a 
decline in their numbers, 
with the other half showing 
increases.

Corona and Elmhurst’s 
110th Precinct showed the 
largest increase, jumping 
from just two homicides in 
2011 to eight by the 30th.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), whose district 
includes about half of the 
110th, said he could recall 
two murders in LeFrak 
City earlier this year that 
caused concern in the com-
munity.

Continued from Page 1

Murders
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yond that, the hateful re-
marks allegedly made by 
the defendant and which 
precipitated the defen-
dant’s actions can never 
be tolerated by a civilized 
society.”

After she was ar-
rested, Brown said Me-
nendez told investigators 
that she pushed Sen onto 
the tracks because she 
believed he was a Muslim 
and responsible for the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11. 
She has family living in 
Rego Park.

Menendez alleg-
edly told investigators, “I 

pushed a Muslim off the 
train tracks because I hate 
Hindus and Muslims. Ever 
since 2001 when they put 
down the Twin Towers I’ve 
been beating them up.”

According to authori-
ties, the victim was Hindu, 
not Muslim.

The grisly murder oc-
curred at the tail end of a 
month in which Elmhurst 
resident Ki-Suk Han was 
pushed in front of a down-
town-bound Q train in 
Midtown Manhattan. A 
30-year-old homeless man, 
Naeem Davis, was later ar-
rested and charged with 
the crime. 

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) suggested the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 

Authority should have 
cameras in all subway sta-
tions after the second man 
in a month was pushed to 
his death in Sunnyside.

“It does strike me in a 
post-9/11 world that there 
are no cameras installed 
in our subway system,” 
Van Bramer said.

Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said the 
MTA should think of in-
stalling a shield along all 
subway stops similar to 
ones in Taipei, China, or 
Singapore that would open 
after the train stops at the 
station.

“That way people can-
not be pushed down the 
subway,” he said. “The 
subway will also be much 
cleaner.”

MTA spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz recommended 
straphangers stay away 
from the platform edges 
and always be vigilant 
about their surroundings.

A resident near a 
Rego Park building where 
Menendez’s mother and 
stepfather live, said he was 
only momentarily shocked 
by the defendant’s alleged 
actions.

“There was something 

a little off about her,” said 
Elvin Alvarez, who saw 
Menendez in the neighbor-
hood, but did not know her 
personally. “When I first 
heard about this, there 
was some shock because 
it’s so horrible. But a lot 
of people knew she needed 
help. No one really trusted 
her.”

NYPD spokesman 
Paul Browne said authori-
ties were called to her home 
five times since 2005 and 
she was  arrested several 
times on various charges, 
including assault.

On the night of the 

subway push, witnesses 
had reported that Menen-
dez was walking back and 
forth along the platform 
and talking to herself be-
fore she sat down by her-
self on a wooden bench 
near the platform’s north 
end, Browne said. 

As the train entered 
the station, Menendez sud-
denly stood up and shoved 
Sen in front of the train, 
Brown said. He was hit by 
the first car and trapped 
under the second before 
the train came to a full 
stop.
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looking as good about two 
weeks ago, when the pro-
gram seemed to be poorly 
managed in the neighbor-
hood. He said contractors 
would show up to make as-
sessments or repairs late or 
not at all.

But at a recent commu-
nity meeting to discuss the 
neighborhood’s concerns, 
Keith said an official from 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
office showed up and got an 
earful from residents about 
the disorganization.

“Somebody put a flame 
under the mayor’s rear 
end,” he said.

He said since then the 
program has been running 
smoothly and effectively, 
making him look hopeful 
to the future.

But others were angry 
at the government response 
to the storm and worried 
about what 2013 had in 
store.

“I’m very nervous 
about the new year,” said 
Bruno Rinaldi, owner of 

Bruno restaurant, at 158-22 
Cross Bay Blvd. in Howard 
Beach.

The restaurant sus-
tained nearly $400,000 in 
damages during the storm, 
including the complete de-
struction of freezers, an 
ice machine, refrigerators 
and its entire inventory. 
It was shut down for five 
weeks and is now operating 
at half capacity with many 
employees loyally working 
for free because there is no 
money to pay them.

Although Rinaldi im-
mediately applied to the 
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration for a loan and 
filed a claim with his insur-
ance company, he said so 
far both have delayed pay-
ments and are projecting it 
could still be weeks before 
they send any money.

And without monetary 
aid soon, he said, the res-
taurant will have to close 
for good, putting his em-
ployees out of work.

“Two weeks from now, 
we don’t get help, we’re 
done,” he said, making a 
cutting motion across his 
neck.

Continued from Page 1

Sandy

Park. “It’s clear that New 
Yorkers and tourists alike 
are aware that there is a 
wonderful, world-class ca-
sino experience right here 
in Queens — minutes, not 

hours, away.”
Speller said the in-

creased education funding 
is a testament to the fore-
sight of the state Legisla-
ture. When authorizing 
Video Lottery Terminals 
at state racetracks, the 
Legislature established a 
revenue-sharing model to 
directly benefit education.

Continued from Page 1
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