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BY PHIL CORSO

Jerry Valentine gives 
guitar lessons throughout 
northeast Queens and said 
he relies on public trans-
portation to get around.

And as the 24-year-old 
from Little Neck boarded 
the Q30 bus along Little 

Neck Parkway, he said the 
restoration of five borough 
buses brought a new tune 
to his morning commute.

“Without the bus, I’m 
nobody,” Valentine said. 
“Now, I can say my life is at 
least a little bit easier.”

A vital lifeline for 
Queens commuters re-

turned this week when five 
crucial bus routes through-
out the borough were ei-
ther restored or expanded, 
the MTA said.

By Monday morning, 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority paved the 
way for the Q24, Q27, Q30, 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A Fresh Meadows Catholic prep school teach-
er who told the media he was pressured to resign 
because he is transgender is being supported by 
droves of former students, fellow teachers and 
others in an online petition demanding the school 
apologize for its behavior.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Manhattan federal judge 
overseeing two lawsuits challeng-
ing the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk pol-

icies issued an opinion Tuesday 
that for the first time during the 
Bloomberg administration found 
the controversial police practices 
to be unconstitutional.

The Police Department’s 
stop-and-frisk practices have 
been the target of vehement criti-
cism in Queens neighborhoods 
such as Jackson Heights, Corona, 

Jamaica and South Jamaica, 
which have some of the highest 
incidences throughout the city.

Judge Shira Scheindlin’s 
opinion came out of a lawsuit filed 
by the New York Civil Liberties 
Union challenging stops made 
in the Bronx under the NYPD’s 
Operation Clean Halls program, 
under which owners of private 
buildings can request NYPD offi-
cers to patrol their grounds.

Citing testimony from people 
stopped, expert analysis of NYPD 
statistics and evidence provided 
by the Bronx district attorney’s 
office, Scheindlin found that the 
NYPD had a widespread practice 
of making unlawful stops outside 
the Bronx buildings that violated 
Fourth Amendment rights.

“In sum, while it may be dif-
ficult to say where, precisely, to 
draw the line between constitu-
tional and unconstitutional po-
lice encounters, such a line exists, 
and the NYPD has systematically 
crossed it when making trespass 
stops outside TAP buildings in 
the Bronx,” she wrote in her 157-
page opinion.

Police Commissioner Ray Kel-

BY JOE ANUTA AND REBECCA 
HENELY

The IS 145 community gath-
ered together to say goodbye 
to Miguel Torres this week, an 
11-year-old Jackson Heights resi-
dent who was killed when a dump 
truck hit him not far from his 
school.

“He didn’t deserve to die,” 
said 11-year-old Corona resi-
dent Kevin Andrade, a friend of 
Miguel’s. “He deserved to have a 
long life.”

Miguel, who lived at 84th 
Street near 31st Avenue, died Dec. 
28 when a 1988 white dump truck 
traveling southbound down 80th 
Street turned right onto Northern 
Boulevard and Miguel was struck 
by the rear wheels. The incident 
took place at 8:45 a.m. across from 
IS 145, at 33-34 80th St. in Jackson 
Heights.

The Queens district attor-
ney’s office declined to press 
charges against the driver in the 
incident, an NYPD spokesman 
said.

The school was on holiday 
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George Carrera, (r.) the facilities coordinator for Queens Library, leads a tour of the Seaside branch, which was 
flooded during Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

REBUILDING AFTER SANDY
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Five Queens bus lines revived
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PS 145 mourns 
student run over 
by dump truck

Court delivers blow to stop/frisk
Manhattan federal judge orders hold on NYPD tactic ahead of citywide trial

Elected officials welcome the restored 
bus routes. Photo by Phil Corso



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
13

, 2
01

3
2

Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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BY PHIL CORSO

Co-op owners in northeast 
Queens said they felt discrimi-
nated against when it came to 
seeking federal aid in the wake of 
Superstorm Sandy.

In Glen Oaks Village, more 
than half of the 134 buildings suf-
fered roof damage to rack up a bill 
of about $25,000, according to co-
op President Bob Friedrich. But 
after approaching the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
for grant money, Friedrich said 
a misinterpretation of fine print 
left his neighborhood ineligible 
for aid.

He said FEMA classified 
Glen Oaks Village as a business 
association, which qualifies for 
loans but not federal grant money, 
and in turn discriminates against 
the 3,000 families who inhabit the 
neighborhood.

“This is really an issue of 
fairness and equity,” Friedrich 
said. “Our residents are paying 

for FEMA like everybody else. Yet 
we are not eligible for the aid.”

Elected officials who rep-
resent the region stood beside 
northeast Queens co-op and con-
do owners at a Tuesday press con-
ference at Glen Oaks Village to 
demand revisions on how FEMA 
classifies homeowners.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Hauppauge) said co-ops owners 
deserved the same assistance as 
private homeowners — especially 
in the wake of a storm as devas-
tating as Sandy.

“It seems clear that FEMA’s 
policy is the result of not under-
standing the role of co-ops in our 
community,” said Israel, who 
joined the ranks of Queens offi-
cials after the district he had rep-
resented was redrawn. “But that 
bureaucratic error in Washing-
ton is having real consequences 
for co-op owners here in New 
York.”

Joining Israel were elected 
officials from all levels of govern-

ment, including state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside).

According to FEMA spokes-
man Ed Conley, the agency doles 
out grant money to individual res-
idents living in co-ops depending 
mostly on agreements between 
homeowners and the community 
associations that oversee them.

“In any county with a major 
disaster declaration, individual 
homeowners or renters with 
damages to their individual units 
from Superstorm Sandy are eligi-
ble to apply for FEMA assistance, 
and we urge them to do so,” he 
said. “This includes residents liv-
ing in co-ops. However, FEMA’s 
Individual Assistance program 
is authorized to grant assistance 
funds only to individuals or 
households, not business associa-
tions such as co-op boards.”

Boro co-op owners call foul on FEMA
U.S. Rep. Israel joins northeast Queens leaders to fi ght for federal grant money in wake of Sandy

Middle Village’s beloved Carl Berner dies at 110
BY STEVE MOSCO

An original member 
of the Juniper Park Civic 
Association and one of the 
oldest men in the city died 
this week at the impressive 
age of 110.

Carl Berner, a fixture 
in the Middle Village com-
munity since 1938, died at 
his home Monday weeks 
before his 111th birthday. 
Berner was well-known in 
the neighborhood for his 
commitment to civic re-
sponsibilities, including 
his penchant for taking 
long walks with a broom 
and trash can in an effort 
to keep the streets tidy.

“He was a kind and 
warm soul, a craftsman, 
a great man and a gentle-
man,” said Tony Nunziato, 
a Middle Village resident 
and Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation activist. “He al-
ways gave back to the com-
munity and he was very 
proud of his work.”

His work to keep the 

neighborhood clean was 
recognized in 2006 when 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the city Sanitation De-
partment honored Berner 
for his efforts to stomp out 
litter. At the time, Berner 
said cleaning the streets 
was part of his normal 
walking routine.

Nunziato said that up 
until a couple of years ago, 
Berner walked for miles 
every day, and the proud 
supercentenarian cred-
ited those frequent strolls, 
along with his daily bowl 
of oatmeal, as the key to his 
health and longevity.

“He was of that strong 
European stock. He was 
very healthy. He walked 
everywhere and, if oatmeal 
is the key, then pass it this 
way,” said Nunziato. “I 
knew him for 10 years and 
he really rekindled in me 
what being an American is 
all about. He was a proud 
man.”

Born in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, Jan. 27, 1902, Berner 

immigrated to the United 
States in 1928 and in short 
order went to work as the 
night building superinten-
dent at the Chrysler Build-
ing in Manhattan. Accord-

ing to the Juniper Civic 
website, Berner loved his 
job as superintendent and 
worked 10 hours a day, six 
days a week for five years.

After leaving his 

Chrysler job, Berner be-
came an entrepreneur and 
opened a toy-making busi-
ness, initially fabricating 
metal toys and later plush 
animals, teddy bears and 

dolls. During this time in 
1936, Berner met and mar-
ried Margaret, a Scandi-
navian immigrant, with 
whom he had a daughter, 
Emily, in 1943.

His wife died in 1987, 
but Berner stayed in Mid-
dle Village and continued 
to live with his daughter.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) said the com-
munity will remember the 
neighborhood fixture and 
he will continue to inspire 
all the residents.

“Carl Berner dedicat-
ed his life to making our 
community a better place,” 
she said. “He will be sorely 
missed, and his legacy will 
live on in the countless 
number of people who were 
inspired by his dedication 
and continue to fight to im-
prove our neighborhoods.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Carl Berner, 110, died at his house in Middle Village Monday.

Glen Oaks Village President Bob Friedrich (l.) joins with elected officials 
Councilman Mark Weprin (l.-r.), Rep. Steve Israel and Sen. Tony Avella to survey 
ongoing roof repairs in his neighborhood since after Hurricane Sandy, which he 
says are ineligible for FEMA grant money. Photo by Phil Corso
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John Messina
Is a fitness design expert who helps the 
world one person at a time by creating 

and teaching customized workout routines 
using various techniques to ensure a 

physical transformation so every individual 
will look and feel their Unique best.

ONE ON ONE SESSIONS

ALL CLIENTS RECEIVE 
INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 

AND SUPPORT
Police, Firemen, EMT’s, 

Nurses and Doctors welcome

Conveniently located at: 
163-10A Cross Bay Blvd.  Howard 

Beach, N.Y. 11414 
(Dunkin’ Donut Shopping 

Center - overlooking Cross Bay Blvd.)

By Appointments Only, No Walk Ins.

Call 718-614-8829
In the past 6 years John has taken 16 titles in various 
competitions including one for Men’s Best Body but his 
last and most recent competition was something special, 
he took first place and was proclaimed “Mr. Fitness” 
2012 at the famed Mr. America Contest. His knowledge, 

expertise and mindset of accomplishing the seemingly 
impossible has made him one of the most sought after 
instructors on the east coast. He is also one of handful of 
personal trainer professionals who has been awarded not 
one but Two Master Trainer certifications.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY REBECCA HENELY

After a decade and a 
half of waiting, Woodside’s 
PS 11 will at last be get-
ting an annex to replace its 
worn-out modular units.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said this will 
be a great boon to the over-
crowded school, at 54-25 
Skillman Ave., which is 
operating at 120 percent ca-
pacity. The new annex will 
add 350 seats to the school 
as well as some special 
classrooms.

“We’ve been pushing 
since Day 1 since I’ve been 
a city councilman to get 
the addition into the city’s 
capital plan,” Van Bramer 
said. “I’m so grateful to the 
School Construction Au-
thority.”

Van Bramer and Gia-
naris joined PS 11 officials 
at the school Friday to an-
nounce and celebrate the 
approval of the annex. With 
an architect already cho-
sen by the city School Con-
struction Authority and an 
opening date of 2016, Van 
Bramer said this is the 
strongest commitment the 

SCA has shown to helping 
ease overcrowding in the 
school.

PS 11 Principal Anna 
Efkarpides said in a state-
ment that the councilman 
and Community District 
Education Council 30, the 
CDEC for PS 11, were both 
instrumental in getting the 
annex on the SCA’s 2010-14 
capital plan.

“This wonderful ad-
dition to our school will 
make our parents, our 
teachers and our students 
very happy,” Efkarpides 
said. “Dreams do come true 
if you work hard enough 
with a good team to realize 
them.”

Modular units for 200 
students had been installed 
on the school grounds 15 
years ago and continued to 
be used to teach students 
far past their shelf life. At 
a CDEC 30 meeting in 2011, 
Efkarpides had said that 
ceiling tiles in the modular 
units had fallen on students’ 
heads and some teachers 
had fallen through the floor 
of the modular unit.

She also said that even 
the deteriorating modu-
lar units were not enough 

to serve the student body. 
Sometimes children have 
been taught in hallways 
and locker rooms of PS 11.

“I look forward to cel-
ebrating the opening of 
the new classroom annex 
so our children can learn 
in the warm, welcoming 
environment all students 
deserve,” Gianaris said in a 
statement.

CDEC 30 Co-President 
Jeff Guyton said in a state-
ment he was grateful for the 
work of all parties in get-
ting the annex approved.

“Every long-term suc-
cess in our community is 
the result of many people’s 
good faith efforts,” he said.

At its meeting last 
month, CDEC 30 was happy 
about the expansion, but the 
council is also hoping that 
PS 2, at 75-10 21st Ave. in 
Astoria, will get one soon. 
Students, faculty and par-
ents have long requested a 
gymnasium for the school, 
which was once built for a 
smaller community.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

New 350-seat annex set 
for overcrowded PS 11

Jimmy Van Bramer (third from l., front row), with elected and school officials, says the modular units 
at PS 11 in Woodside will be replaced with a 350-seat annex come 2016. Photo courtesy Van Bramer
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Baysiders vow FAA fl ight fi ght just beginning
BY PHIL CORSO

Baysiders sounded off over 
flight noise at this week’s Com-
munity Board 11 meeting, declar-
ing the fight was only beginning.

As she had done in several 
meetings over recent months, 
board member Janet McEneany 
stood up Monday night to rally 
her community against the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s 
revised departure and landing 
patterns, which has made La-
Guardia Airport a noisy neigh-
bor. Citing widespread political 
support dating back to the sum-
mer, she reminded the board that 
there was still work to be done.

“It’s not over. The real work 
is just beginning,” McEneany 
said.

Borough leaders gathered in 
Bayside late last month in their 
latest push against the FAA, com-
mitting to a hard-fought battle to 
preserve the air and noise quality 
in northeast Queens.

McEneany said she hoped to 
shift gears and put political pres-
sure on the Port Authority, which 
oversees the city’s airports, with 

help from several state elected of-
ficials, including Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Earlier this year, the CB 11 
member helped organize her own 
northeast Queens coalition of 
residents concerned with the in-
crease in flight noise and has con-
tinued to work alongside similar 
groups in areas, such as nearby 
Nassau County, to coordinate 

their efforts.
Avella had met with the Port 

Authority in mid-December, ac-
cording to spokesman Xavier San 
Miguel, to discuss legislation he 
had proposed that would require 
them to conduct noise and land 
use compatibility surveys and 
public hearings on aircraft noise. 
The senator said he was sched-
uled to meet with the FAA as 
early as next week to discuss how 

to proceed.
“Frankly, it is a disgrace 

the FAA has decided to go ahead 
with these departure changes, 
which will have a profound effect 
on the residents in northeastern 
Queens, without the proper input 
from the community,” Avella said. 
“My office continues to hear from 
homeowners who are irate at this 
abrupt increase in air traffic over 
their homes, which is causing an 

intolerable amount of noise pol-
lution. Any new flight patterns 
need to be properly evaluated to 
determine the impact on the qual-
ity of life for residents.”

In other announcements at 
Monday night’s CB 11 meeting, 
Chairman Jerry Iannece dis-
cussed some residents’ curiosity 
towards the idea of utility Con-
solidated Edison coming into 
northeast Queens and moving 
power lines underground in the 
wake of Superstorm Sandy, which 
downed countless trees and elec-
tricity poles.

Iannece said the move was 
unlikely, as it would cost $5 mil-
lion to $6 million per mile to put 
the lines underground as well as 
$7,500 per household to connect to 
the new system.

The idea has received sup-
port from residents throughout 
northeast Queens — even before 
the storm, but Iannece said the 
cost was ultimately a determin-
ing factor.

“Personally, I think they 
should pay for it,” Iannece said. 
“They have a monopoly, so I think 
that they have a responsibility.”

Members of Community Board 11 continue to fight against the FAA to preserve air and noise quality in their neighbor-
hoods.
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Sanders’ old offi ces
remain open for biz

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The City Council is di-
vided into 51 districts that 
serve as points for constitu-
ents to access their munici-
pal government on a local 
level, but for the time being 
that number stands at 50 — 
sort of.

Residents in Rosedale, 
Laurelton, Far Rockaway 
and Springfield Gardens 
have been without a sitting 
Council member since Dec. 
31, when the newly elected 
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Rochdale Village) ten-
dered his resignation from 
the district he represented 
for 11 years.

A new Council mem-
ber will not be sworn in 
until some time after a spe-
cial election to fill the seat 
is held in mid-February. In 
the meantime, the lights 
are still on and the doors 
open at the district’s Lau-
relton and Far Rockaway 
district offices, which are 
now run by the Council’s 
central staff.

“I’ve been doing this 
for two years for former 
Councilman James Sand-
ers, so I have relationships 
with a lot of different agen-
cies,” said Tri Hinds, who 
worked as a community 
liaison in Sanders’ office 
and is now employed by the 
central office. “Sometimes 
I can advocate with just a 
phone call and then they 

can follow up themselves.”
For years Sanders had 

a representative from the 
Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program visit 
his office during the cold 
months to assist those who 
had trouble paying their 
heating bills and Hinds said 
the office continues to pro-
vide many of those services, 
if and when people show up. 
She said she has been get-
ting fewer calls since Sand-
ers left.

“I guess they’re waiting 
for the transition. Also, they 
may be contacting differ-
ent Council members,” she 
said. “Once the word spread 
they may be contacting Sen. 
Sanders’ office directly, but I 
wouldn’t know.”

Marcia O’Brien, presi-
dent of the Rosedale Civic 
Association, said she and 
her members are aware 
the Laurelton office is still 
open to address their con-
cerns, if they have any.

“Our civic’s board just 
had a meeting where we 
discussed how we would 
open the line of communi-
cation with the next coun-
cilman’s office, but as far 
as issues we didn’t come up 
with any,” she said.

O’Brien’s only real 
gripe was that the Coun-
cil’s website merely lists 
the District 31 seat as va-
cant and does not explain 
that staff members are still 
in place.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Members of the South 
Asian community and 
their allies gathered at the 
Jackson Heights pedestri-
an plaza Tuesday to mourn 
the murder of an Elmhurst 
man who was pushed in 
front of the No. 7 train last 
month allegedly by a wom-
an who told police she hated 
Hindus and Muslims.

Participants in the 
rally, held at 37th Road and 
74th Street, also implored 
the NYPD and Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority to do more to fight 
against Islamophobia.

“No one should have 
to lose a loved one, a friend, 
a family member in this 
way,” said Fahd Amed, of 
Desis Rising Up and Mov-
ing, a Jackson Heights-
based advocacy group for 
South Asians.

DRUM held the rally 
with the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations-New 
York, members of other 
faiths and elected officials. 
The event focused on Rego 
Park resident Erika Men-
dez, who is Hispanic, and 
has been charged with 
murder as a hate crime 
after allegedly pushing 
Indian Hindu immigrant 
Sunando Sen in front of the 
eastbound No. 7 train at the 
40th Street-Lowery Street 
station in Sunnyside last 
month.

After being arrested, 
Menendez allegedly told 
detectives that she pushed 
Sen “because I hate Hindus 
and Muslims ever since 
2001 when they put down 
the Twin Towers .... I’ve 
been beating them up,” the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said.

Muneer Awad, of 
CAIR-NY, said he believed 
the attack and many other 
hate crimes against Mus-
lims and those who resem-
ble Muslims, such as Hin-
dus and Sikhs, have been 
encouraged by city policies. 
He criticized the NYPD’s 
monitoring of mosques, 
hookah bars and Muslim 
groups inside and outside 

the city and the MTA allow-
ing an anti-Islam group to 
buy ads on the subway.

“These isolated inci-
dents must not happen in a 
vacuum,” Awad said about 
the attacks on South Asian 
and Middle Eastern immi-
grants.

The NYPD did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

MTA spokesman Kev-
in Ortiz said the MTA posts 
a disclaimer on the subway 
ad stating that the agency 
does not endorse the views 
of the advertisements.

“We do not decide 
whether to accept or reject 
a proposed ad based on the 
viewpoint that it expresses 

or because the ad might be 
controversial,” Ortiz said.

Ranjit de Roy, a friend 
of Sen and DRUM member, 
said Sen was a good person 
and that the attack was 
frightening.

“I am very much 
scared,” Roy said. “I think 
everyone’s feeling like 
this.”

Openly gay City Coun-
cilmen Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), whose district 
includes the subway stop 
where Sen was killed, both 
spoke of the importance 
of speaking out when any 
hate crime occurs. 

Fahd Amed (back row c.) of DRUM conducts an anti-racial violence rally in Jackson Heights for 
Sunando Sen, an Elmhurst resident and Hindu immigrant who was pushed to his death in front of the 
No. 7 train. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Jax Hts targets hate crime
S. Asians, Muslims rally for Hindu man pushed in front of subway
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city earlier this 

week announced it plans to 
phase out and replace three 
Queens schools.

The city Department 
of Education identified 
South Jamaica’s Edward K. 
Ellington School (PS 140) as 
well as two Campus Magnet 
high schools — Business, 
Computer Applications and 
Entrepreneurship and Law, 
Government and Commu-
nity Service — in Cambria 
Heights for phase-out.

Ellington received an 
F on its most recent prog-
ress report, and the two 
high schools each received 
a D.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott said 
the department decided the 
schools required immedi-
ate action after evaluating 
their records.

“We expect success. 
After a rigorous review 
of academic performance, 
we’re proposing to phase 
out a select number of low-
performing schools,” he 
said. “We’ve listened to the 
community and provided 
comprehensive support 
services to these schools 
based on their needs. Ul-
timately, we know we can 
better serve our students 
and families with new op-
tions and a new start.”

The department also 
announced it planned to 
eliminate the eighth-grade 
from PS 156 in Laurelton.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
a candidate for borough 
president this year, said the 
schools were performing 
poorly because the DOE did 
not give them the proper 
support.

“The proposed clos-
ings of Law, Government 
and Community Service 
High School, PS 140 and PS 
156 shows how this admin-
istration has refused to lis-
ten to reason when it comes 
to our children’s educa-
tion,” he said. “Before the 
administration imposed 
their policies, Law, Govern-
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blocks away.
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City plans to close three struggling boro schools

The city Department of Education would like to phase out two 
of the high schools at the Campus Magnet complex in Cambria 
Heights.

After a rigorous 
review of 
academic 

performance, 
we’re proposing 

to phase out 
low-performing 

schools.
Dennis Walcott

City Schools Chancellor

ment and Community Ser-
vice High School was one of 
the best schools in the city. 
It was, in fact, so good that 
the Department of Educa-
tion asked them to take in 
more students. While they 
took in more students, they 
were not given the addition-
al resources needed to edu-
cate the new students.”

The DOE will issue an 

educational impact state-
ment outlining the specif-
ics of each school’s plan 
and hold public meetings 
at the schools ahead of the 
March 11 meeting of the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy — a body appointed 
mostly by the mayor, which 
has always sided with his 
policies.

The panel caused an 

uproar last year when it 
voted to close seven Queens 
high schools, a proposal the 
courts later ruled violated 
union contracts.

One of the schools the 
PEP voted to close, Flush-
ing High School, was on a 
list with JHS 8 Richard S. 
Grossley and IS 59 Spring-
field Gardens of schools the 
city identified as struggling 

last year, but chose not to 
phase out.

The department said 
it would continue to work 
with these schools, but the 
most severe intervention it 
is considering now would 
be a change in leadership.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
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break at the time, but some 
students were still there for 
extracurricular activities.

A wake was held for 
Miguel at the Rivera Fu-
neral Home, at 104-02 37th 
Ave. in Corona, Sunday, 
followed by a funeral mass 
Monday at Our Lady of Fa-
tima Church, at 25-02 80th 
St. in Jackson Heights. 
Pallbearers for Miguel’s 
small, white casket occa-
sionally wiped their eyes 
as they rolled it to the altar. 
Miguel’s mother Elia Tab-
ares, clad in black with a 
white scarf over her head, 
sobbed as she followed the 
coffin.

“It is impossible to un-
derstand why these things 

Q36 and Q42 buses to re-
turn to the borough as five 
of 21 total revived routes 
throughout the city. Elected 
officials joined with mem-
bers of the Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1056 
in Queens Village Friday to 
reiterate the importance of 
public transit on wheels in 
the borough.

“Buses are our life-
line. We rely on them,” said 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck). 
“Queens has always gotten 
the short end of the stick 
with service cuts.”

The cuts Weprin re-
ferred to dated back to 
March 2010, when the MTA 
board approved massive 
drawbacks in subway, bus 
and commuter train ser-
vice because of a $400 mil-
lion budget deficit. Two 
subway lines, the V and W, 
were eliminated and 34 bus 
routes, including 13 express 
routes, were dropped. A 
number of other bus routes 

were also shortened or had 
their routes changed.

ATU 1056 President 
Daneek Miller joined with 
a handful of elected offi-
cials from the city and state 
levels to remind commut-
ers that their buses were 
back to supplement the lack 
of subway access in differ-
ent parts of Queens.

“We made it clear to 
the MTA that the loss of 
this service was having a 
profound effect on members 
of this community who do 
not have ready access to the 
subway and therefore rely 
on buses to take them to 
work or important appoint-
ments,” state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said.

Other elected officials 
in attendance included 
City Councilmen Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Assembly 
members Barbara Clark 
(D-Queens Village), Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows).

The move to reinstall 
the 21 bus routes through-
out the city as of Jan. 6 
came as part of the MTA’s 
Service Enhancement Plan, 
which gave $18 million back 
to the riders in transporta-
tion services.

“We are here to pro-
vide mass transit service, 
and that we are able to re-
store some earlier service 
cuts while at the same time 
extending service along 
several routes is great news 
for us to share,” said New 
York City Transit Presi-
dent Thomas Prendergast. 
“These enhancements were 
all a result of listening to 
our customers and keeping 
close watch on changing 
travel trends.”

In Queens, service up-
grades included the restora-
tion of the Q24 from Broad-
way Junction to Bushwick 
Avenue via Broadway, the 
Q27 with new overnight 
service from Horace Hard-
ing Expressway to Cambria 
Heights via Springfield 
Boulevard, the Q30 from 
Little Neck to Jamaica with 
a new stop at Queensbor-
ough Community College, 
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Funeral

The petition describes 
Mark Krolikowski — or 
Mr. K, as he was known by 
many students — as a loved 
and well-respected member 
of the St. Francis Prepara-
tory High School staff for 
more than 30 years and 
criticizes the school admin-
istration for his dismissal.

“While we do not ex-
pect Mr. K to return to Prep, 
we do expect the school to 
apologize for its behavior 
and its ultimate decision to 
expel such a valued mem-
ber from their staff,” the 
petition says. “In a school 
that preaches love, respect 
and acceptance, we are ap-
palled to see that their les-
sons come with hateful fine 
print.”

St. Francis Prep is at 
61-00 Francis Lewis Blvd.

The petition said Kro-
likowski would wear gold 
hoop earrings and fashion-
able clothing and had well-
manicured nails and dyed 

hair. But the petition says it 
was never an issue among 
the students or parents 
until one student’s mother 
complained to the school 
about the teacher’s appear-
ance in 2011.

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, nearly 2,000 people had 
signed the petition.

According to the New 
York Post, Krolikowski, a 
human sexuality teacher, 
said he was dismissed from 
the school in August after 
telling the school’s prin-
cipal and assistant prin-
cipal he was transgender 
the year before. He filed a 
lawsuit against the school 
seeking damages for emo-
tional distress and mon-
etary loss after attempts to 
resolve the case out of court 
were unsuccessful, the Post 
reported.

But Phil Semprevivo, 
a lawyer for St. Francis 
Prep, said Krolikowski was 
terminated for appropriate 
and non-discriminatory 

reasons.
“The school absolutely 

denies the allegations,” he 
said.

He said the lawsuit pa-
pers had just been served 
and the school was going to 
respond through the court 
process.

In the meantime, sev-
eral former students of 
Krolikowski wrote on the 
petition that the teacher 
had been an inspiration to 
them and said they were 
dismayed at his treatment.

“Mr. K was one of the 
greatest teachers I ever 
had,” wrote Rachelle Gilot, 
of Rosedale. “He inspired 
me to fight and keep fight-
ing against injustice. I 
won’t stand for discrimi-
nation, and Prep should 
be absolutely ashamed of 
themselves for what they’ve 
done.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1

Bus restoration the expansion of the Q36 
with alternate trips from 
Jamaica Avenue to Little 
Neck via Little Neck Park-
way and the restoration of 
the Q42’s midday service 

from Jamaica Center to St. 
Albans via Archer Avenue.

The Q30 bus will also 
restore all weekday ser-
vice along the former Q79 
bus route along Little Neck 

Parkway in northeast 
Queens, which community 
leaders pushed heavily for 
since it was cut two years 
ago.

Continued from Page 1

St. Francis

happen, but people of faith 
believe that in these dif-
ficult times God is always 
with us,” said Monsignor 
John Mahoney, of Our Lady 
of Fatima, during the ser-
vice. “We pray today that 
Miguel will now be with 
the Lord.”

Fellow students and 
school officials attended 
both the wake and the ser-
vice. Some students also cre-
ated murals about Miguel, 
decorated with photos and 
some of his writings, and a 
banner that reads “Angel of 
IS 145.”

A biography writ-
ten by classmates Daisey 
Mendoza and Daisy Sinchi 
said Miguel used to attend 
PS 148 and wanted to be a 
singer when he grew up. He 
also liked handball, soccer, 
the TV show “SpongeBob 
SquarePants,” drawing, 

sharing stories and the pop 
singer Adele.

“He had a really sweet 
and nice voice,” they said. 
“He was a positive and hap-
py child.”

John Gordon, an 
eighth-grade social studies 
teacher at IS 145, came to 
the wake with many other 
staff members, even though 
he did not teach Miguel.

“We are here from the 
school community to show 
our support because this 
is such a tragedy,” Gordon 
said. “He was a very sweet 
boy. He was not someone 
who gave anybody any 
trouble.”

Miguel’s remains will 
be moved to Mexico.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

www.Timesledgenews.com
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Some civic members 
are concerned about plans 
to turn a Queens Hospital 
Center building into a resi-
dence for people with low 
incomes and chronic con-
ditions, saying they have 
been told it would house 
people with mental disabil-
ities and HIV/AIDS.

“There’s a lot of ques-
tions about safety,” said 
Kevin Forrestal, a member 
of Community Board 8.

Queens Hospital Cen-
ter recently made a pre-
sentation to CB 8 about 
the project, Forrestal said. 
Board members are wor-
ried because the residence, 
which would be at the va-
cant “T Building” on the 
Queens Hospital Campus, 
is close to two schools, he 
said.

“There was some con-
cern about people with be-
havioral problems being so 
close to young children,” he 
said.

The T Building, on Par-

sons Boulevard between 
82nd Drive and Goethals 
Avenue, is across the street 
from St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine Elementary School 
and around the corner from 
Queens Gateway to Health 
Sciences High School.

Though the building 
would have round-the-clock 
front desk coverage and se-
curity cameras both inside 
and outside the building, 
Forrestal said he was not 
as worried about security 
on the home’s grounds as 
he was about what might go 
on out in the general com-
munity.

The plan for the resi-
dence, which is still in the 
preliminary stages, envi-
sions the T Building as 251 
units of permanent hous-
ing. It would be operated 
by Comunilife, a city-based 
nonprofit that provides 
health and housing servic-
es to low-income and vul-
nerable individuals.

“Affordable, stable and 
quality housing with sup-
portive services can help 

individuals with chronic 
conditions to live more in-
dependently, facilitates ac-
cess to appropriate health 
care services and also 
helps to reduce emergency 
room use and hospital read-
missions,” said Comunilife 
spokeswoman Olga Jobe in 
a statement.

Under the plan, Queens 
Hospital would lease the 
T Building to Comunilife, 
and Jobe said patients of 
Queens and Elmhurst hos-
pitals with chronic condi-
tions would be given pref-
erence for apartments. The 
remaining units would be 
offered via a lottery to low-
income individuals with a 
preference for veterans and 
people living in the area.

Although Jobe said the 
project was not at the point 
of providing details about 
the residents’ specific con-
ditions, both Forrestal 
and Bob Trabold, director 
of the Hillcrest-Jamaica 
Hills Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, said they had heard 
through Queens Hospital 

Center that the building 
would house people with 
mental disabilities and 
HIV/AIDS.

Trabold said he was 
alarmed because the build-
ing could house such a large 
number of people.

“That is a lot of people 
with problems in one spot,” 
he said.

Forrestal and Trabold 
said Queens Hospital is ar-
guing it may build “as of 
right,” although both said 
they think that may not be 
true and the project may 
need city approval. In the 
meantime, Trabold has ap-
pealed to state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
about the project and he 
is hoping to soon set up a 
meeting with Queens Hos-
pital and Comunilife to air 
concerns.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Hospital’s housing plan raises fears
ly said the judge’s decision 
unnecessarily interfered 
with the NYPD’s efforts to 
keep the buildings safe.

“Some may take for 
granted the safety pro-
vided by doormen who rou-
tinely challenge visitors to 
their apartment buildings. 
Through ‘Clean Halls,’ the 
police have worked to pro-
vide a modicum of safety 
for less prosperous tenants,” 
he said. “Their landlords 
explicitly requested this ex-
tra level of protection. The 
NYPD is fully committed to 
doing so in a manner that 
respects the constitutional 
rights of residents and visi-
tors.”

Critics claimed police 
were stopping people, mostly 
young black men, simply be-
cause they were entering or 
leaving buildings enrolled 
in the program. So tenuous 
were the arrests that the 
Bronx district attorney’s 
office refused to prosecute 
many of the alleged trespass-
ing violations.

The judge said the 

testimony proved that not 
only did the NYPD illegally 
stop people but the depart-
ment showed “deliberate 
indifference” when it came 
to training officers on the 
legal way to conduct a stop.

Based on this, she or-
dered the NYPD to discon-
tinue illegally stopping peo-
ple at the Bronx buildings 
enrolled in the program, 
but stopped short of order-
ing more wide-sweeping 
reliefs the plaintiffs were 
seeking, such as requiring 
the Police Department to 
redraft its policies and re-
train officers.

“I do not take lightly 
the burden on defendants 
of altering NYPD policies 
and training procedures,” 
she wrote, explaining she 
would not order broader 
reliefs until both sides had 
the chance to weigh in on 
the appropriate scope on 
their possible effects at a 
hearing in March.

That hearing will be 
part of the second trial the 
judge is overseeing, which 
challenges stop-and-frisk 
on a broader basis.

Frisk
Continued from Page 1
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