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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Although the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture approved 
$13 million in disaster food aid 

benefits for victims of Hurricane 
Sandy, state data show far less 
money was actually delivered to 
a fraction of families eligible for 
the program — a revelation some 

critics say points to a gross fail-
ure on the part of the city.

About 30,000 families were 
eligible for the federal aid pro-
gram, known as the Disaster 

Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, which provided 
one-time payments for families 
affected by Hurricane Sandy who 
met certain income requirements 
and were not already receiving 
food stamps.

But only 4,772 families re-
ceived the disaster food aid for a 
total of $2.5 million in benefits. 
The money distributed is only 20 
percent the amount approved by 
the USDA, according to state and 
USDA figures provided by the 
city Human Resources Adminis-
tration, the agency that adminis-
tered the program.

Critics said the shortfall was 
due in large part to the city pro-
viding only two application facili-
ties: one in Brooklyn and one in 
Staten Island.

“They went out of their way 
to be non-helpful,” said Joel Berg, 
executive director of the New 
York City Coalition Against Hun-
ger, when describing the adminis-
tration of D-SNAP.

He said Rockaway residents 
were severely burdened by not 
having an application facility 
nearby.

BY STEVE MOSCO

One company’s dev-
astating loss of life in the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks inspired an annual 
charitable effort benefiting 
those in need around the 
world, and now that effort 
will help victims of Super-

storm Sandy.
Cantor Fitzgerald, the 

financial services firm that 
lost 658 employees in the 
2001 attacks, announced 
Thursday at PS 256 in Far 
Rockaway that it will do-
nate a total of $10 million 
to families affected by the 
hurricane  in 19 schools 

across Queens, Brooklyn, 
Staten Island, Long Island 
and New Jersey.

“We are adopting 19 
different schools in New 
York and New Jersey be-
cause our employees live 
there. The affected areas 
are part of our community 
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Sgt. Quentin Sanders (l.) shovels mulch made from Christmas trees into a bag with other volunteers at Brookville 
Park, one of several sites throughout the borough where the Parks Department was holding Mulch Fest events. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

MULCH FEST
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Cantor Fitzgerald gives $10M

Boro senator 
helped draft
new gun law

Bayside battles beetle invasion 

after Queens loses 1,800 trees

Sandy victims short on food aid
Hunger expert says city facilities inaccessible for eligible Rockaway families

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens lawmakers who 

worked to pass the state’s speed-
ily approved gun reforms this 
week cautiously praised the legis-
lation, saying it still needed to be 
tested and there was more work 
to do to prevent further violence.

Albany moved quickly this 
week to enact the New York Se-
cure Firearms and Ammunition 
Enforcement Act of 2013, the first 
and toughest firearms reform 
passed following the killings at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
in Newtown, Conn., in December.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo had laid 
his plan to have New York lead 
the nation on the issue during 
his State of the State address last 
week, and the state Legislature 
moved swiftly to pass it through 
both houses.

On Monday, the first day back 
in session, the Senate worked late 
into the night to approve the act 
by a vote of 43-18, and the next 
day the Assembly followed suit, 
voting 104-43. Cuomo signed the 
bill into law shortly after 5 p.m. 

BY PHIL CORSO

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
boots on the ground in Bayside to battle the area’s 
latest beetle infestation, officials said.

In the January meeting of the 111th Precinct 
Community Council, USDA spokesman Bobby 
Miller alerted residents that contractors will be 

Rockaway resident Harry Fraizer (r.) 
and daughter Dyanie greet U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer after receiving a $1,000 
debit card from Cantor Fitzgerald.  

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

SALE!
Ends February 17th, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICINGwith
out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

The Spectacular Winter Kitchen Event!

Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Oueens
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The political tempest stalling 
hurricane aid to parts of Queens 
and the Northeast subsided Tues-
day night when the U.S. House of 
Representatives approved disas-
ter relief to Sandy victims.

The U.S. Senate is expected 
to accept the $50.7 million mea-
sure early next week and send it 
to President Barack Obama for 
approval, but many of the bor-
ough’s elected officials blasted 
the House for engaging in parti-
san gamesmanship.

“Despite the roadblocks and 
inexcusable delays, the House 
finally did the right thing by ap-
proving this critical funding,” 
said Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing). “It’s been 2 1/2 months since 
Hurricane Sandy hammered our 
region, and thousands of New 
Yorkers continue to suffer from 
the devastation. Now, they will 
finally receive the relief that they 
have desperately needed. The 
battle we had to fight to secure 
this aid was outrageous. But I’m 
pleased that the money will final-
ly start to head our way.”

House officials approved the 
bill in a 241-180 vote — with 49 Re-

publicans joining 192 Democrats 
in support of the bill, while 179 
Republicans and one Democrat 
stood in opposition. The lone 

Democrat to register a nay vote 
was Rep. Jim Cooper, of Tennes-
see.

Elected officials from the 

devastated region criticized the 
House’s response to disaster re-
lief, pointing out that victims of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 re-

ceived aid less than two weeks af-
ter the storm with overwhelming 
bipartisan support. Katrina aid 
passed 410-11 in the House and 
97-0 in the Senate.

Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), who sharply criticized 
House Majority Leader John 
Boehner (R-Ohio) for canceling 
the initial House vote before Con-
gress wrapped up its last session 
Jan. 1, said Superstorm Sandy 
victims could finally move to-
ward recovery.

“After an unnecessarily long 
delay, the House has finally passed 
a bill to provide the essential aid 
Superstorm Sandy victims need 
to recover,” he said. “The Eastern 
Seaboard has waited for far too 
long for this vital assistance, but 
I welcome the bipartisan support 
we saw tonight in the House.”

The aid package includes 
funding to repair transit systems 
in New York and New Jersey and 
for housing and other needs in the 
affected area. Additional funds 
would go to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for 
disaster relief, while other funds 
are ticketed for restoration of 
highways damaged or destroyed 
in the storm.

Scenes of utter devastation, like that of Breezy Point, came to light after Hurricane Sandy left the region. 
AP Photo/John Minchillo

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Elected officials 

and community leaders 
in Flushing are railing 
against the MTA for sus-
pending weekend service 
on the No. 7 line during the 
Lunar New Year celebra-
tions.

After meeting with 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority earlier 
this month to discuss the 
planned service cuts, state. 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) convened with 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) at Kim’s Flush-
ing headquarters Friday to 
voice their concerns.

“While we appreciate 
the MTA’s quick response 
to the concerns we voiced 
following our meeting, the 

people of Flushing deserve 
more clarity than the MTA 
is providing,” Stavisky 
said. “This construction 
and subsequent 7 line di-
version present a signifi-
cant hardship to the tens of 
thousands of New Yorkers 
wishing to celebrate Lunar 
New Year.”

Leaders from the pre-
dominantly Chinese and 
Korean downtown area 
asked that No. 7 train ser-
vice between Manhattan 
and Queens not be stopped 
during two weekends of Lu-
nar New Year festivities in 
February. The Lunar New 
Year will be celebrated in 
Flushing Feb. 10 with a 
series of cultural perfor-
mances and then the fol-
lowing Saturday for the an-
nual parade.

Stavisky said that 
while she and the other 
elected officials understand 

that it is too late to change 
the service schedule in 
time for this year’s Lunar 
New Year, she wants as-
surance from the MTA that 
future celebrations will not 
be compromised.

“Many businesses 
depend on the increased 
traffic the Lunar New Year 
Parade brings to Flush-
ing,” she said. “The MTA 
saying that they hope to 
keep us better informed 
about future track work is 
insufficient. The people of 
Flushing deserve better an-
swers.”

The delegation of elect-
ed officials is seeking a 
firm commitment that next 
year’s Lunar New Year pa-
rade and celebration will 
not be interrupted by ser-
vice disruptions, but Koo 
said no such commitment 
was provided.

“Every year we must 

endure service disruptions 
to the 7 line during this 
important celebration,” he 
said. “Although the MTA is 
unwilling to restore service 
for this year, I am request-
ing that they put in writing 
a commitment that they 
will not disrupt service on 
the 7 train for the 2014 Lu-
nar New Year.”

Peter Tu, executive 
director of the Flushing 
Chinese Business Asso-
ciation, and John Choe, 
director of the One Flush-
ing Community Economic 
Development Center, both 
expressed anger at the 
MTA and said they feel the 
Asian-American commu-
nity in Queens is being dis-
criminated against.

“They [MTA] are tell-
ing Flushing to sit on the 
back of the bus. It’s dis-
criminatory,” said Choe. 
“The MTA is willing to 

stop construction for the 
US Open and for the Mets 
and for some holidays, but 
not for a day when Flush-
ing businesses make more 
money than on any other 
day of the year.”

The elected officials 
said guaranteeing service 
on future Lunar New Years 
is a great opportunity for 
the MTA to build a strong 
relationship with the Flush-
ing community.

“In some parts around 
the country, the transit au-
thorities celebrate the Lu-
nar New Year by providing 
free services. In New York 
City, instead of encourag-
ing people to celebrate this 
holiday, we are making it 
more difficult for people to 
commute,” said Kim. “New 
York City should be proud 
of the fact that Flushing’s 
Lunar New Year festivities 
are known worldwide.”

A spokesman for the 
MTA said service to and 
from the parade will be 
available from Queensboro 
Plaza via the N train, where 
customers can get No. 7 
service. The spokesman 
also said another option 
is taking the E, F or R to 
Roosevelt Avenue and tak-
ing the No. 7 to the parade 
from there. The spokesman 
also said the MTA would 
work to avoid construction 
conflicts during future Lu-
nar New Years.

“We will accelerate 
our review of the work we 
anticipate needing to do on 
the 7 line in 2014 and to pro-
pose a schedule of required 
outages that would better 
distribute their occurrenc-
es and better accommodate 
Flushing’s Lunar New 
Year’s celebration,” said 
the spokesman.

MTA irks Flushing offi cials with Lunar New Year snub

House passes Sandy bill as Queens decries delay
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John Messina
Is a fitness design expert who helps the 
world one person at a time by creating 

and teaching customized workout routines 
using various techniques to ensure a 

physical transformation so every individual 
will look and feel their Unique best.

ONE ON ONE SESSIONS

ALL CLIENTS RECEIVE 
INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 

AND SUPPORT
Police, Firemen, EMT’s, 

Nurses and Doctors welcome

Conveniently located at: 
163-10A Cross Bay Blvd.  Howard 

Beach, N.Y. 11414 
(Dunkin’ Donut Shopping 

Center - overlooking Cross Bay Blvd.)

By Appointments Only, No Walk Ins.

Call 718-614-8829
In the past 6 years John has taken 16 titles in various 
competitions including one for Men’s Best Body but his 
last and most recent competition was something special, 
he took first place and was proclaimed “Mr. Fitness” 
2012 at the famed Mr. America Contest. His knowledge, 

expertise and mindset of accomplishing the seemingly 
impossible has made him one of the most sought after 
instructors on the east coast. He is also one of handful of 
personal trainer professionals who has been awarded not 
one but Two Master Trainer certifications.

www.fredstransmissionworld.com

FREE Local Towing & Diagnostic Check with Any Major Repair 
Non-serviceable parts additional charge, foreign, 4 wheel drive and oversized vehicles additional 

Serving the NYC Metropolitan Area 

46-16 Kissena Blvd Flushing, NY

Serving Long Island 

for Transmissions & More…

Rebuilt Transmission
FROM $800*Most American 

Cars, Includes 
Labor & Soft Parts

Expires 1/27/13
This coupon to be presented with vehicle checkups

0% APR 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
with credit approval

718-358-5700

WINTER SALE!

WHOLESALE PRICES TO THE PUBLIC 
COME TO THE SOURCE

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Pub grub haven fi nds
new Woodside owners

BY STEVE MOSCO

A pub food institution 
in Woodside will keep serv-
ing hearty cuisine after a 
pair of neighborhood guys 
bought the restaurant from 
the outgoing owner.

Donovan’s, the storied 
Irish watering hole, at 57-
24 Roosevelt Ave., is in new 
hands after James Jacob-
son and Dan Connor, both 
born and raised in Wood-
side, purchased it Dec. 28 
from longtime owner Joe 
Donovan.

Community Board 2 
Chairman Joe Conley said 
the neighborhood is excited 
that two Woodside residents 
stepped in and will keep the 
Donovan name alive.

“We’re just thrilled 
because one of the guys is 
a former dishwasher and 
bartender at the restau-
rant and the other is well-

known locally,” said Con-
ley. “Donovan’s legacy will 
continue in Woodside and 
we are happy it is going to 
survive.”

Conley said Jacobson 
and Connor would take 
over any day now as soon 
as their temporary liquor 
license is approved.

“They are very en-
gaged in the community 
and interested in carrying 
on the Donovan tradition,” 
he said. “We think it’s a 
win-win.”

Donovan’s Pub, which 
opened in 1966, is one of 
many Irish pubs near the 
intersection of Roosevelt 
and Woodside avenues but 
is most famous for its burg-
ers, which frequently land 
on Top 10 lists of best burg-
ers in the city. Time Out 
New York put Donovan’s 
Pub at the top of the list in 
2004. The most recent Zagat 

Survey ranking gave it 20 
out of 30 for food, 15 out of 
30 for decor and 18 out of 30 
for service.

The pub’s former own-
er, Joe Donovan, previously 
owned Donovan’s Grill and 
Tavern, at 214-16 41st Ave., 
but sold the Bayside restau-
rant four years ago and the 
two locations are no longer 
affiliated.

Conley said the new 
owners are looking to rem-
edy a problem that the for-
mer owner dealt with on 
a daily basis. Parking is 
prohibited from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on the south side of 
Roosevelt Avenue for sev-
eral blocks around the pub.

According to Conley, 
the prospect of having cars 
towed during happy hour 
kept customers away and 
hurt Donovan’s bottom 
line.

Donovan’s Pub in Woodside will remain a happy hour hotspot after it was purchased.
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Borough library caters to immigrants’ special needs
Branches in diverse neighborhoods like Flushing, Jamaica and Fresh Meadows among the city’s busiest

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In Queens, where more 
languages are spoken than 
possibly any other place on 
the planet, the borough’s 
public library serves as 
an institution that stands 
alone in the eyes of immi-
grants.

“For our community, 
all the people who go there 
find it to be a place that’s 
more comfortable and 
trustworthy. They see other 
immigrants there who are 
more like them. They may 
not speak proper English 
and they can find books in 
their own language,” said 
Naheed Bahram, program 
manager for the advocacy 
group Women for Afghan 
Women.

“It connects them 
somehow to their home-
land,” she said.

Bahram’s group is one 
of the many community-

based organizations that 
the Queens Library works 
with to help tailor its pro-
gramming and catalogues 
to the specific needs of the 
neighborhoods surround-
ing each of its 64 locations.

A new report by the 
Center for an Urban Future 
highlights how the city’s li-
braries go beyond the realm 
of cultural institutions to 
serve as cultural and eco-
nomic engines. The report 
compared the Queens Li-
brary to 24 others across 
the country and Canada, 
and found that it stood 
alone in how it engages im-
migrant communities.

“Although all three 
New York City systems 
make an immense effort to 
cater to immigrant needs, 
the Queens Library’s huge 
repertoire of immigrant 
programs and resources 
stands out and may well be 
unequaled anywhere in the 

world,” the report read.
Surrounded by the 

city’s largest Asian popu-
lation, the library’s Flush-
ing branch had the high-
est circulation among the 
city’s three library systems 
with just more than 3 mil-
lion materials circulated 
in 2011. The central library 

in Jamaica ranked fourth 
citywide with a circula-
tion of about 2.4 million 
and branches in diverse 
neighborhoods such as 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside cracked the 
Top 10 with circulations of 
more than 800,000 each.

Joanne King, a spokes-

woman for the library, said 
immigrants come from 
such varied backgrounds 
and the organizations help 
establish trust and tailor 
the library to each commu-
nity.

“For instance, some 
groups may need or want 
more programs in their 
language about home own-
ership in the U.S. because 
the banking system in the 
home country is very dif-
ferent. Other groups un-
derstand mortgages but 
come from a place where 
all university education is 
free, so they need programs 
on how to finance a col-
lege education,” she said. 
“If you came from a place 
with fully socialized medi-
cine, would you know how 
to find affordable medical 
care in New York? We serve 
so many people whose in-
formation needs are so dif-
ferent from one another.”

While the library has 
succeeded in its outreach 
efforts, it has done so in 
spite of the tenuous way it 
receives funding, accord-
ing to the center’s report.

Unlike the Columbus, 
Ohio, library system — 
which is funded through a 
property-tax levy — New 
York’s three libraries are 
independent, nonprofits 
that face steep budget cuts 
each year.

The Queens library 
has seen a $17.5 million 
reduction in city funding 
since 2008, which has cor-
responded to a drop in its 
acquisition budget and cir-
culation.

It has also forced the li-
brary to cut hours. The bor-
ough’s libraries are open 
an average of 42.3 hours 
a week, ranking Queens 
20th out of 25 large urban 
library systems.

Ghanh Hui carries his daughter Amanda Chen, 3, to a rally in sup-
port of the Queens Library system at the Flushing branch, which 
according to a recent report has the highest circulation in the 
city.
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Loading up cars, vans 
and in one instance a bull-
dozer, residents of Flush-
ing and beyond took their 
broken TVs, VCRs and 
computers to the Queens 
Botanical Gardens Sunday 
for its third annual E-Waste 
event.

“This is good,” said 
Flushing resident Choy 
Yap, who brought a huge 
TV with a hole in it and 
planned to go back home 
for a computer. “Nobody’ll 
pick it up anymore. That’s 
really a problem.”

The event was held in 
the parking lot of the gar-
dens, at 43-50 Main St. in 
Flushing, and organized by 
the Lower East Side Ecol-
ogy Center. Christine Datz-
Romero, executive director 
of the center, said the orga-
nization has been holding 
e-waste collections every 
season for 10 years, and 
that it tries to hold one af-
ter the holiday season when 
many people are interested 
in getting rid of their out-

dated electronics.
“We always feel like af-

ter the holidays people are 
getting new things,” she 
said.

Datz-Romero said the 
center holds 10 electronic 
waste collection events in 
the post-holiday season 
throughout all boroughs 
except Staten Island. The 
Queens Botanical Gardens 
collection was the only one 
held in the borough.

“We haul tons, tons 
of electronic waste to be 
disposed of properly,” said 
Regina Forlenza, the visi-
tor services coordinator for 
Queens Botanical Gardens.

Datz-Romero said the 
Queens drop-off is one of its 
most popular events, with 
multiple truckloads be-
ing hauled away to the Mt. 
Vernon-based e-recycling 
organization WeRecycle! At 
WeRecycle!, the electron-
ics are shredded into com-
ponent parts that are then 
separately recycled. Haz-
ardous materials are also 
removed.

Boro drops e-waste
at botanical gardens

Computer monitors pile up at the Queens Botanical Gardens’ 
fourth Electronic Waste Recycling event. Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY RICH BOCKMANN

With Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo setting the stage 
for passage of the nation’s 
toughest gun laws in Al-
bany, southeast Queens ac-
tivists Monday announced 
the program for an annual 
peace event, which has tak-
en an alternative approach 
to ending violence long be-
fore the Sandy Hook mas-
sacre trained the nation’s 
attention on the subject.

In what he outlined 
in his State of the State ad-
dress to reclaim the title 
of nation’s progressive 
beacon following the kill-
ing of 26 people at a Con-
necticut elementary school 
in December, Cuomo laid 
out a seven-point plan to 
strengthen the state’s gun-
control measures.  The Leg-
islature passed a ban on 
assault weapons and other 
gun regulations Tuesday.

Standing on the steps 
of City Hall Monday morn-
ing, activists said gun con-
trol is all well and good, but 
young men of color have 
been dying in places like 
Chicago, East New York and 
southeast Queens for a long 
time, and the causes are 
more systemic than simply 
the presence of guns.

“This is a public 
health issue,” said Erica 
Ford, founder of the activ-
ist group LIFE Camp.

Ford said the problem 
is that many youth do not 

understand how to resolve 
conflicts, or the pains that 
come from living in broken 
neighborhoods without 
turning to violence.

In fact, Ford was part 
of a City Council task 
force convened last year 
to address gun violence 
and will head a pilot pro-
gram in southeast Queens 
to help youngsters learn 

how to cope with conflict. 
She repeated adages like 
“hurt people hurt people” 
and “look at both sides of 
the pistol,” but the activist 
could have used an axiom 
repeated by an unlikely 
group of allies.

Whereas gun-rights ac-
tivists say “Guns don’t kill 
people; people kill people,” 
the leaders on the steps of 

City Hall said that while it 
would be nice to get guns 
off the streets, it would be 
better to eliminate the roots 
of what causes a young per-
son to pick up a firearm in 
the first place.

“I don’t need guns 
in schools,” said Penny 
Wrencher, whose son Aun-
dre Hakim was killed in 
2009. “We need mentoring. 
We need counseling.”

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn), 
who co-chaired the Coun-
cil’s task force, said it was 
bittersweet that the city 
was finally putting in mon-
ey for a prevention pilot 
program.

He said the fact that 
the conversation around 
Newtown, Conn., shooter 
Adam Lanza focused on his 
mental health status stood 
in stark contrast to  the 
language of “savages” and 
“animals” used to describe 
inner-city youth.

He was joined by 
Councilmen Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) as 
well as hip-hop mogul Rus-
sel Simmons in launching 
Peace Week, which honors 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
spirit of non-violence.

Peace Week runs 
through Feb. 1 and features 
events throughout the city, 
such as a festival at the 
Child Center of NY in South 
Ozone Park Jan. 21.

Penny Wrencher (front) speaks about the killing of her son Aundre 
Hakim and the need for community-based solutions to gun vio-
lence at a Peace Week event on the steps of City Hall. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Activists mark Peace Week
Gun control advocates remember Queens’ sons who have died
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

SALE 
On All Imported 
Christmas Items

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

$19.95
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“It just really defies 
common sense that you 
wouldn’t have an applica-
tion center in the Rock-
aways,” he said.

He also said that al-
though the HRA provided 
free shuttles to and from 
the Brooklyn application 
center, the long ride would 
be difficult for many to 
manage and said some of 
his staff members reported 
the buses were not clearly 

marked.
Carmen Boon, a 

spokeswoman for the HRA, 
said federal guidelines 
mandated application cen-
ters have a certain amount 
of space and there were no 
areas in the Rockaways 
that could accommodate 
the large number of people 
the Brooklyn site could. 
She said in the first two 
days of the program about 
30 percent of the applicants 
were from the Rockaways, 
the only area of Queens 

eligible for D-SNAP, but 
she said the final state and 
USDA figures were not bro-
ken down by borough.

Berg, a former USDA 
official under the Clinton 
administration, challenged 
Boon’s assertion that the 
possibility of a Rockaways 
application facility was 
precluded by federal regu-
lations.

“I don’t think that is 
accurate,” he said, adding 
that the notion the city 
could not have erected a 
sufficient temporary trail-
er in the Rockaways as an 
application center struck 

him as preposterous.
“You’d think if it was 

a priority for the city they 
would have figured out a 
way to do it,” he said.

The USDA did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
for comment.

Boon also said that al-
though information about 
the free shuttle was not 
available until a short time 
before people could apply 
for the program because 
the agency was still trying 
to work out details, HRA 
worked with thousands of 
community-based organi-
zations to spread the word 

about the buses and dis-
seminated information on 
its website and through so-
cial media once the details 
were hammered out.

Berg said he did not 
fault HRA for not knowing 
the details of the shuttle un-

til late in the process, but 
he blasted the agency for 
not expanding the window 
in which people could apply 
as it became clear far fewer 
people than were eligible 
were applying for the aid.

inspecting trees through-
out northeast Queens in 
hopes of stopping the in-
vasive Asian longhorned 
beetle from spreading.

“We want the public 
to recognize that we are a 
legitimate presence here,” 
Miller said.

Though residents 
expressed concern over 
USDA contractors arriving 
in the backyards of north-

east Queens to conduct re-
search, Miller reassured 
them that workers will al-
ways identify themselves 
and keep the community 
informed over the next two 
months.

In Queens, more than 
1,800 trees have been re-
moved over recent months 
since the infestation was 
first discovered, Miller 
said. Similar infestations 
have also been reported 
in New York, New Jersey, 
Ohio and Massachusetts.

866.375.2817    lease@bushterminal.com   882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

Tuesday.
The following day, 

President Barack Obama 
introduced his gun control 
proposals which takes on 
similar reforms as the New 
York law, such as banning 
assault weapons and limit 
high-capacity magazines 
and requiring private sell-
ers to conduct background 
checks.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg called the presi-
dent’s proposals “common 
sense” gun control.

In Queens, state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Al-
bans), who helped draft the 
Senate’s bill, said the law’s 
tougher sentences for gun 
charges will have a direct 
impact in the borough.

“This sends a di-
rect message to people in 
Queens, in particular, who 
run around with illegal 
guns in the community,” 
he said.

Among some of its 
reforms, the act expands 
the state’s ban on assault 
weapons and ammunition 
clips, requires gun owners 
to register their weapons 
and brings the rest of the 
state in line with the city’s 
license-renewal require-
ments.

“It will certainly de-
ter certain types of mass 
shootings,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “No one’s going to 
stop a lunatic who’s trying 
to damage and hurt people, 
but this makes it more dif-
ficult for a person to go out 
there and kill or injure 
someone.”

and part of who we are,” 
said Cantor Fitzgerald 
CEO Howard Lutnick at the 
school, at 160 Beach 29th St. 
“We were hit hard on 9/11 
and now every year on that 
date, we are inspired to 
help those in need.”

Through the Cantor 
Fitzgerald Relief Fund, a 

total of 10,000 families in 
the affected region will 
each receive a $1,000 debit 
card to spend however they 
see fit. Lutnick, who lost 
his brother on 9/11, said 
that giving money directly 
to the parents is a sure way 
to make sure the cash truly 
makes a difference.

“You put the money 
in the hands of parents be-
cause the parents are going 
to do what is best,” he said. 

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Food stamps

Gun bill

Infestation

Cantor
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Where your money works
as hard as you do.

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.orgFederally Insured by NCUA

BE N N Y’S  JEW E LRY
14K &18K GOLD, PLATINUM AND DIAMONDS • ALL KINDS OF BRAND NAME WATCHES

— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
We Buy Gold, Diamonds, Watches, Silver & Coins • We Also do Pawn Offerings

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

89-02 165TH STREET, SUITE B-1 JAMAICA, NY 11432
PHONE: 718.526.4613 FAX: 718.291.5553

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11AM-7PM, SUNDAY 12PM-6PM

CLOSED SATURDAY

358 BROADWAY MALL HICKSVILLE, NY 11801
PHONE: 516.433.1588 FAX: 516.433.4494 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-9PM, SUNDAY 11AM-7PM







QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
20

, 2
01

3
12

Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have difficulty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 


