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BUS STRIKE BEGINS

Sally Kane drops off her daughter Emily, who attends kindergarten at PS 122 in Astoria, with classmate Owen 
Anderson. “We’re going to be the first ones here,” Owen squealed as they headed into the building around 7:50 a.m. 
See story on Page 4. Photo by Christina Santucci

Council questions city on SandyMortgage deal 
yields $8.5B in
homeowner aid

BY RICH BOCKMANN

More than 3,000 borrowers 
in Queens who were in foreclo-
sure in 2009 and 2010 may receive 
anywhere from a few hundred 
dollars to $125,000 after federal 
regulators cut short an investi-
gation before fully determining  
the scope of possible abuses by 10 
mortgage servicers.

The comptroller of the cur-
rency, who investigates insti-
tutions affiliated with the U.S. 
Treasury, announced last week 
his office had reached an $8.5 
billion agreement following an 
investigation into the foreclosure 
processing practices of Aurora, 
Bank of America, Citibank, JP-
Morgan Chase, MetLife Bank, 
PNC, Sovereign, SunTrust, U.S. 
Bank and Wells Fargo.

Financial regulators ordered 
the reviews amid accusations the 
banks were robo-signing foreclo-

BY KAREN FRANTZ

City Council members ques-
tioned administration officials 
about the city’s preparations and 
response to Hurricane Sandy 
Wednesday in the first of what 
will be several hearings examin-
ing what was done right and what 
was done wrong leading up to and 
after the unprecedented storm.

“What can we do better so 
the next time this happens New 
Yorkers can have a better sense 
and belief that everything will 
be okay?” asked Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
in her opening remarks, noting 
that for many the effects of Hur-
ricane Sandy are still being felt.

Council members directed 
pointed questions about the co-
ordination of city agencies, out-
reach to vulnerable populations, 

Continued on Page 43

Hearing investigates
emergency planning, 
reaction to hurricane
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A Rego Park woman 
who allegedly thrust an 
Elmhurst man in front of 
an incoming No. 7 train in 
Sunnyside has been deemed 
mentally fit to stand trial 
and a homeless man was 
arraigned on charges of 
pushing another Elmhurst 
man in front of a Q train 
in Manhattan last month, 
prosecutors said.

Erica Menendez, 31, of 
67th Avenue and Wetherole 
Street, who is accused of 
pushing 46-year-old Hindu 
and Indian immigrant Su-
nando Sen onto the tracks 
at Sunnyside’s 40th Street-
Lowery Street station Dec. 
27, was ordered to undergo 
a psychiatric evaluation at 
an arraignment in Queens 
Criminal Court last month, 
the Queens district attor-
ney said.

Menendez, a Latina, 
had allegedly said shortly 
after her arrest that, “I 
pushed a Muslim off the 
train tracks because I hate 
Hindus and Muslims. Ever 
since 2001 when they put 
down the Twin Towers I’ve 
been beating them up.”

She was found to able 
to stand trial before Acting 
Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Dorothy Chin-Brandt 
Monday and indicted on 
two counts of second-de-
gree murder and one count 
of second-degree murder as 
a hate crime, the DA said.

“The savagery and vio-
lence of the attack have no 
place in civilized society 

— and especially in Queens 
County, which is proudly 
known as one of the most di-
verse counties in the coun-
try,” DA Richard Brown 
said in a statement.

The Sunnyside death 
occurred three weeks after 
another Elmhurst resident, 
Ki-Suck Han, was pushed 
in front of a downtown-
bound Q subway train in 
the 49th Street station in 
Manhattan. Naeem Davis 
pleaded not guilty to the 
crime but was arraigned 
Monday in Manhattan Su-
preme Court on charges of 
second-degree murder and 
first-degree manslaughter, 
the Manhattan DA said.

In a disclosure form 
filed in Manhattan Su-
preme Court, Davis said he 
had been going downtown 

Dec. 4 to buy merchandise 
for some street vendors for 
whom he was working. Da-
vis said Han’s words were 
slurred and he had been 
hitting one of the entry 
gates before he approached 
Davis and threatened to 
kill him. Davis said he be-
lieved he saw a knife or 
glass bottle in Han’s coat 
and pushed him away out 
of self-defense.

“His feet hit the edge 
of the platform, the man 
rolled over like a bowling 
ball,” Davis said of Han.

Davis said he 
“freaked,” made no effort to 
help Han and ran away af-
ter the incident but had not 
been trying to kill him. He 
said he was angry because 
someone had thrown away 
his Timberland boots two 

days before he pushed Han.
Menendez was alleg-

edly muttering to herself 
and sitting on a bench at 
40th Street-Lowery Street 
in late December before 
she stepped behind Sen as 
the train approached the 
station, the DA said. She al-
legedly pushed him off the 
platform and he was hit by 
an eastbound No. 7 train, 
dying instantly of multiple 
blunt force trauma, the 
Queens DA said.

She was arrested two 
days later.

Menendez’s next court 
date is Jan. 29 and she is be-
ing held without bail, the 
Queens DA said.

Davis’ next court date 
is Jan. 25 and he is being 
held without bail, the Man-
hattan DA said.

Erika Menendez (c.) who allegedly knocked a man off the No. 7 subway platform in front of a moving 
train, has been declared mentally fit to stand trial.

Selvena Brooks and Allan Jennings are the first two candidates to 
get their names on the ballot for next month’s special City Council 
election in southeast Queens. Seven others have filed with the 
city Board of Elections.

Subway pusher suspect sane
Rego Park woman to stand trial in Sunnyside No. 7 death: DA 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Two candidates have 

gotten their names on the 
ballot for next month’s spe-
cial election to fill south-
east Queens’ vacant City 
Council seat and seven 
others are waiting to be 
cleared by the city Board of 
Elections.

The Council hopefuls 
had until midnight Tues-
day to collect and submit 
1,350 signatures to get on 
the ballot for the Feb. 19 
special election to fill the 
seat representing Far Rock-
away, Rosedale, Laurelton 
and Springfield Gardens.

The District 
31 seat was va-
cated at the end of 
December when 
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Jamaica) ascended to 
Albany after defeating in-
cumbent Shirley Huntley 
back in September, setting 
up a competition in south-
east Queens well ahead of 
the November elections.

Selvena Brooks, a 
spokeswoman for the SEIU 
union, and former Council-
man Allan Jennings were 
the first to turn in their sig-
natures more than a week 
early and have already been 
cleared by the BOE. Seven 
others turned in their peti-
tions earlier this week.

“I think there are nine 
[candidates],” Brooks said 
of the crowded field, add-
ing she and her team have 
been working to prepare 
for the accelerated election 
schedule since the summer. 
“We’ve been working and 
working hard.”

Brooks is running in 
the middle of the 
pack when it comes 
to fund-raising, hav-
ing banked nearly 

$18,000 by the Jan. 11 cutoff, 
according to her disclosure 
statement with the city 
Campaign Finance Board.

That puts her in the 
mix with attorney Jacques 
Leandre ($24,000), who has 

Candidates line up 
to replace Sanders
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Appetizers 
Shrimp Cocktail (4) Jumbo
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato

Caesar Salad
Mixed Green Salad

Fried Calamari

Entree
T-bone Steak for Two

T-bone for One
New York Cut Sirloin Steak

Rib Eye Steak
Filet Mignon

Calf Liver with Bacon & Onion
Two Cut Pork Chops Topped w/Saute 

Hot or Sweet Pepper
Shrimp Scampi (6) Jumbo w/ Rice
Veal Marsala, Piccata or Francese

Chicken Marsala, Piccata or Francese
Filet of Sole Broiled or Saute

Famous Wraps 
Titanic:

Grilled Chicken, Feta, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Balsamic Vinaigrette 

American Beauty:
Turkey, Bacon, American Cheese, 

Lettuce, Tomato

Gladiator:
Chicken Caesar Salad Wrap

Crisp Cold Salad Platters
With Crisp Lettuce, Homemade Salad, Coleslaw, Hard 

Boiled Egg, Tomato, Cucumber, and Green Peppers.

Whole Jumbo Shrimp Platter (4)
Tuna Fish Salad Platter

Hard Boiled Egg Salad Platter
Salad Platter

Cold Roast Beef Platter 
Individual Salmon Platter 

Individual Tuna Fish Platter

Paninis
Tuscan: Fresh Mozzarella, Plum Tomatoes, Spinach, Basil, Sun-Dried Tomato Spread 

Vegetarian Bite: Grilled Vegetables, Fresh Mozzarella, Sun-Dried Tomato Spread 
Chicken Romano: Grilled Chicken, Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers & Pesto Sauce

Ham Vera Cruz: Ham, Swiss Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato & Honey Mustard

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
(866)392-1378

15% Off Entire Check

Dine in Only 

Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

68-60 Austin Street 
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7am-10pm www.foresthillsdiner.net

with Advertisement EMPIRE 
MARKET

HOME MADE ORGANIC

IMPORTED GERMAN 
GROCERIES

14-26 College Point Blvd. (Next to the Municipal Parking Lot) 

The Village 

“SPECIALTY BUTCHERS”

THE LEPINE FAMILY

Twin Tower fi rm doles out dollars to help storm victims
Cantor Fitzgerald plans to donate $10 million to families reeling from Hurricane Sandy devastation

BY STEVE MOSCO

One company’s devastating 
loss of life in the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks inspired an annual 
charitable effort benefiting those 
in need around the world, and 
now that effort will help victims 
of Superstorm Sandy.

Cantor Fitzgerald, the finan-
cial services firm that lost 658 
employees in the 2001 attacks, 
announced Thursday at PS 256 in 
Far Rockaway that it will donate 
a total of $10 million to families 
affected by the hurricane  in 19 
schools across Queens, Brooklyn, 
Staten Island, Long Island and 
New Jersey.

“We are adopting 19 different 
schools in New York and New Jer-
sey because our employees live 
there. The affected areas are part 
of our community and part of 
who we are,” said Cantor Fitzger-
ald CEO Howard Lutnick at the 
school, at 160 Beach 29th St. “We 
were hit hard on 9/11 and now ev-
ery year on that date, we are in-

spired to help those in need.”
Through the Cantor Fitzger-

ald Relief Fund, a total of 10,000 
families in the affected region 
will each receive a $1,000 debit 
card to spend however they see 
fit. Lutnick, who lost his brother 
on 9/11, said that giving money 
directly to the parents is a sure 
way to make sure the cash truly 
makes a difference.

“You put the money in the 
hands of parents because the par-
ents are going to do what is best,” 
he said. “If they need a new couch 
for their home, that’s fine. But 
maybe they just take their kids to 
Toys R Us and buy them a toy and 
make them smile.”

Lutnick and the Cantor 
Fitzgerald family were joined by 
state Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park), U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), Bor-
ough President Helen Marshall 
and U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), who said the federal gov-
ernment should be “as generous, 
as caring and as thoughtful as 

Cantor Fitzgerald” when voting 
on hurricane relief funds.

“What the Cantor family has 
done exemplifies the very best of 
New York. We are all very much 
like family — there are times 
when we disagree and we argue, 
but when we need each other, we 

come together,” he said. “Instead 
of cursing the darkness, they lit 
candles. And they are lighting up 
the lives of 10,000 families.”

Cantor’s relief fund, run by 
Lutnick’s sister Edie, was estab-
lished to aid the families of Can-
tor employees who died Sept. 11, 

but its scope has since expanded 
to include numerous charities 
around the world. Each year on 
the anniversary of the attacks, 
the company donates the day’s 
revenues to charity and employ-
ees donate their day’s pay. The 
effort raised $12 million last Sep-
tember.

This year, families like that 
of Far Rockaway’s Harry Frazier 
stand to benefit from the extreme 
generosity of a company eager to 
transform tragedy into hope.

“This money is going to help 
immensely and we are so appre-
ciative of the support from a big 
company like Cantor Fitzgerald,” 
said Frazier, with young daugh-
ter Dyanie in his arms. “My heart 
goes out to families in the area 
that lost so much more than we 
did.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Rockaway resident Harry Fraizer (r.) and daughter Dyanie greet U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer after receiving a $1,000 debit card from Cantor Fitzgerald.  

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Elected officials celebrate after the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a $50.7 billion emergency aid bill. 

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

House approves aid 
for hurricane relief

BY STEVE MOSCO

The political tempest 
stalling hurricane aid to 
parts of Queens and the 
Northeast subsided Tues-
day night when the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
approved disaster relief to 
Sandy victims.

The U.S. Senate is ex-
pected to accept the $50.7 
million measure early next 
week and send it to Presi-
dent Barack Obama for 
approval, but many of the 
borough’s elected officials 
blasted the House for en-
gaging in partisan games-
manship.

“Despite the road-
blocks and inexcusable de-

lays, the House finally did 
the right thing by approv-
ing this critical funding,” 
said Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing). “It’s been 2 1/2 
months since Hurricane 
Sandy hammered our re-
gion, and thousands of New 
Yorkers continue to suffer 
from the devastation. Now, 
they will finally receive the 
relief that they have desper-
ately needed. The battle we 
had to fight to secure this 
aid was outrageous. But 
I’m pleased that the money 
will finally start to head 
our way.”

House officials ap-
proved the bill in a 241-180 
vote — with 49 Republicans 
joining 192 Democrats in 
support of the bill, while 
179 Republicans and one 
Democrat stood in opposi-

tion. The lone Democrat to 
register a nay vote was Rep. 
Jim Cooper, of Tennessee.

Elected officials from 
the devastated region criti-
cized the House’s response 
to disaster relief, pointing 
out that victims of Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005 
received aid less than two 
weeks after the storm with 
overwhelming bipartisan 
support. Katrina aid passed 
410-11 in the House and 97-0 
in the Senate.

Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), who sharply 
criticized House Major-
ity Leader John Boehner 
(R-Ohio) for canceling the 
initial House vote before 
Congress wrapped up its 
last session Jan. 1, said 
Superstorm Sandy victims 
could finally move toward 
recovery.

“After an unnecessar-
ily long delay, the House 
has finally passed a bill to 
provide the essential aid 
Superstorm Sandy victims 
need to recover,” he said. 
“The Eastern Seaboard has 
waited for far too long for 
this vital assistance, but 
I welcome the bipartisan 
support we saw tonight in 
the House.”

The aid package in-
cludes funding to repair 
transit systems in New 
York and New Jersey and 
for housing and other needs 
in the affected area. Addi-
tional funds would go to the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency for disas-
ter relief, while other funds 
are ticketed for restoration 
of highways damaged or de-

City bus drivers stage strike
Labor dispute leaves thousands of students in Queens stranded

BY PHIL CORSO AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Parents throughout 
Queens geared up for a dra-
matic change to their daily 
routines after union bus 
drivers enacted a strike 
with hopes of retaining cer-
tain job guarantees.

Jackson Heights moth-
er and special education 
teacher Poonam Batra es-
corted 10-year-old daughter 
Rashmika and two others 
into school at PS 85 in As-
toria Wednesday morning 
with concerns of her own. 
Although the school she 
teaches at in Jamaica was 
unaffected by the strike, 
her morning schedule has 
been turned upside down 
by the walkout.

“I was really worried 
about how they are going to 
go to school because I will 
be late for work every day,” 
she said.

Leaders of the Amal-
gamated Transit Union 
Local 1181 have been in an 
ongoing public labor dis-
pute with Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and the city 
Department of Education 

for several months now 
and spent the last week 
threatening to strike if 
they were not promised 
certain job guarantees in 
new contracts. The union 
announced Monday they 
would officially begin 
the strike and walked out 
Wednesday.

“I am disappointed in 
Mayor Bloomberg’s insen-
sitivity towards New York’s 
children and parents as 
they continue to deal with 
the city’s decision to refuse 
to work towards an agree-

ment to end the present 
school bus strike,” said Mi-
chael Cordiello, ATU 1181 
president.

Outside Atlantic Ex-
press bus depot in Ridge-
wood, Cordiello said the 
union was prepared to 
strike until contracts in-
cluded a jobs guarantee in 
the form of an Employee 
Protection Provision, 
which Bloomberg said was 
impossible after a 2011 state 
Court of Appeals ruling 
blocked it specifically for 
pre-kindergarten bus con-

tracts.
“Twelve judges told 

them they’re wrong, that 
they are seeking protec-
tions that aren’t provided 
incidentally in any other 
school district in the na-
tion,” Bloomberg said at a 
news conference. “In fact, 
Local 1181 has contracts 
with other bus companies 
nearby in Westchester 
County, on Long Island, 
and in Connecticut that do 
not have in those contracts 
provisions such as this, and 

Bus drivers and escorts wave to a passing motorist who honked as they picket in Astoria. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 

Queens Library as diverse as borough
BY RICH BOCKMANN

In Queens, where more 
languages are spoken than 
possibly any other place on 
the planet, the borough’s 
public library serves as 
an institution that stands 
alone in the eyes of immi-
grants.

“For our community, 
all the people who go there 
find it to be a place that’s 
more comfortable and 
trustworthy. They see other 
immigrants there who are 
more like them. They may 
not speak proper English 
and they can find books in 
their own language,” said 
Naheed Bahram, program 
manager for the advocacy 
group Women for Afghan 
Women.

“It connects them 
somehow to their home-
land,” she said.

Bahram’s group is one 
of the many community-
based organizations that 
the Queens Library works 
with to help tailor its pro-
gramming and catalogues 
to the specific needs of the 
neighborhoods surround-
ing each of its 64 locations.

A new report by the 
Center for an Urban Future 
highlights how the city’s 
libraries go beyond the 
realm of cultural institu-
tions to serve as cultural 
and economic engines. 
The report compared the 
Queens library to 24 others 
across the country and Can-
ada, and found that it stood 
alone in how it engages im-

migrant communities.
“Although all three 

New York City systems 
make an immense effort to 
cater to immigrant needs, 
the Queens Library’s huge 
repertoire of immigrant 
programs and resources 

stands out and may well be 
unequaled anywhere in the 
world,” the report read.

Surrounded by the 
city’s largest Asian popu-
lation, the library’s Flush-
ing branch had the high-
est circulation among the 
city’s three library systems 
with just more than 3 mil-
lion materials circulated 
in 2011. The central library 
in Jamaica ranked fourth 
citywide with a circula-
tion of about 2.4 million 
and branches in diverse 
neighborhoods such as 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside cracked the 
Top 10 with circulations of 
more than 800,000 each.

Joanne King, a spokes-
woman for the library, said 

Patrons take advantage of 
the offerings at the Flushing 
branch of the Queens Library.

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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Obama follows with proposals similar to assault weapons ban drafted by Queens lawmakers

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens lawmakers 

who worked to pass the 
state’s speedily approved 
gun reforms this week cau-
tiously praised the legisla-
tion, saying it still needed 
to be tested and there was 
more work to do to prevent 
further violence.

Albany moved quickly 
this week to enact the New 
York Secure Firearms and 
Ammunition Enforcement 
Act of 2013, the first and 
toughest firearms reform 
passed following the kill-
ings at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, 
Conn., in December.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
had laid his plan to have 
New York lead the nation on 
the issue during his State of 
the State address last week, 
and the state Legislature 
moved swiftly to pass it 
through both houses.

On Monday, the first 
day back in session, the 
Senate worked late into the 

night to approve the act by 
a vote of 43-18, and the next 
day the Assembly followed 
suit, voting 104-43. Cuomo 
signed the bill into law 
shortly after 5 p.m. Tues-
day.

The following day, 
President Barack Obama 
introduced his gun control 
proposals which takes on 
similar reforms as the New 
York law, such as banning 
assault weapons and limit 
high-capacity magazines 
and requiring private sell-
ers to conduct background 
checks.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg called the presi-
dent’s proposals “common 
sense” gun control.

In Queens, state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Al-
bans), who helped draft the 
Senate’s bill, said the law’s 
tougher sentences for gun 
charges will have a direct 
impact in the borough.

“This sends a di-
rect message to people in 
Queens, in particular, who 

run around with illegal 
guns in the community,” 
he said.

Among some of its 
reforms, the act expands 
the state’s ban on assault 
weapons and ammunition 
clips, requires gun owners 

to register their weapons 
and brings the rest of the 
state in line with the city’s 
license-renewal require-
ments.

“It will certainly de-
ter certain types of mass 
shootings,” state Sen. Mi-

chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “No one’s going to 
stop a lunatic who’s trying 
to damage and hurt people, 
but this makes it more dif-
ficult for a person to go out 
there and kill or injure 
someone.”

Gianaris added there 
was still a lot of work to do 
expand care for the men-
tally ill.

“There’s a lot of discus-
sion about it and a lot of rec-
ognition of need,” he said.

In some instances, the 
reforms address criminals, 
such as increased penal-
ties for illegal-possession 
charges. Others, though, 
such as a requirement that 
certain gun owners safely 
secure their firearms, cre-
ate new regulations for law-
abiding gun owners.

The National Rifle As-
sociation took issue with 
how hastily the state moved 
to pass the act and criti-
cized its effectiveness.

“These gun control 
schemes have failed in the 
past and will have no im-
pact on public safety and 
crime. Sadly, the New York 
Legislature gave no con-
sideration to that reality,” 
the group said in a state-
ment. “While lawmakers 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo and state lawmakers hail the passage of the New York Secure Ammunition and 
Firearms Enforcement Act. AP Photo by Mike Groll

BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg visited 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
last week to unveil what is 
expected to be the first step 
in a citywide campaign to 
combat prescription pain-
killer abuse.

“This is a very serious 
problem,” Bloomberg said. 
“It is growing by leaps and 
bounds. It is very danger-
ous.”

As the result of a task 
force started by Bloomberg 
at the end of 2011, the city 
has released new, volun-
tary guidelines for emer-
gency departments in city 
hospitals on prescribing 
opioid painkillers, which 
include oxycodone, hydro-

codone, morphine, fenta-
nyl patches and metha-
done.

Under the new guide-
lines, emergency depart-
ment doctors will not be 
able to prescribe long-
acting opioid painkillers, 
which are more often used 
for those with chronic 
conditions; will only be 
allowed to give prescrip-
tions for three days or less; 
and will not refill any pre-
scriptions that have been 
lost, stolen or destroyed.

“We think they make 
a lot of sense,” said Dr. Ross 
Wilson, senior vice presi-
dent and chief medical 
officer for the city Health 
and Hospitals Corp.

While the city cannot 
force hospitals to adopt 

the guidelines, all city-
run hospitals — including 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
at 79-01 Broadway, and 
Queens Hospital Center, at 
82-70 164th St. in Jamaica 
Hills — have voluntarily 
adopted them. City Health 
Commissioner Dr. Thom-
as Farley said he hopes the 
private hospitals will end 
up adopting the guidelines 
as well.

Farley said in terms 
of addictive power, opioid 
painkillers are “heroin in 
pill form.”

“There’s a role for 
these drugs in medicine, 
but make no mistake 
these are very dangerous 
drugs,” he said.

Bloomberg also said 

Painkiller guidelines unveiled 
by mayor at Elmhurst Hosp.

Houses of worship fi ght 
damage without FEMA

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Lisa Mason, an as-

sistant director and assis-
tant teacher at the Howard 
Beach Judea Center Pre-
school, said her facility 
sustained massive damage 
during Hurricane Sandy.

Three feet of water 
filled the school, destroy-
ing hundreds of chairs, 
almost two dozen banquet 
tables, the hot water heater, 
carpeting and kitchen ap-
pliances.

But because the school 
is part of the Howard Beach 
Judea Center, it was denied 
a Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency grant to 
help rebuild.

“We have not received 
any aid because we’re a 
house of worship,” Mason 

said.
Churches, synagogues, 

mosques and other houses 
of worship are not eligible 
to receive grants from 
FEMA under the name of 
separation of church and 
state, although other pri-
vate nonprofits such as 
zoos, museums, libraries 
and schools are eligible.

That leaves many facil-
ities like the Howard Beach 
preschool, at 162-05 90th St., 
 that suffered devastating 
losses during the storm in 
a difficult situation.

“We’re in the red still,” 
Mason said, saying that 
though the school is open 
and has received some 
private donations, it went 
into debt to replace just a 

OOur Lady of Grace Church in 
Howard Beach is in an area hit 
hard by Hurricane Sandy. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

Continued on Page 44
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Life regains some normalcy for PS 207 students
BY KAREN FRANTZ

After two months of being 
displaced from their school due 
to the wrath of Hurricane Sandy, 
parents and children say they 
are thrilled classes have once 
again started at PS 207 in Howard 
Beach.

“It feels really good,” said 
Ava Shea, an 8-year-old student 
at the school, after classes were 
released Tuesday.

She said she did not like go-
ing to PS 232 in Lindenwood, 
where many of the displaced stu-
dents were sent for classes while 
PS 207, at 159-15 88th St., was be-
ing repaired.

“I didn’t know anyone,” she 
said, “so I felt uncomfortable.”

PS 207 was one of a handful 
of schools severely damaged by 
Sandy that were scheduled to re-
open in the last 2 1/2 weeks, with 
one more scheduled to reopen 
this spring, according to the city 
Department of Education website. 
The school was in bad shape after 
the storm, with the electrical sys-
tem damaged and an oil spill from 

leaking tanks.
Some parents said getting 

their children back to school at PS 
207 restored a little bit of normal-
cy to their and their kids’ lives. 
Dawn Morea, mother of an 8- and 
a 5-year-old at the school, said 
even though she is still struggling 
to get her home repaired, getting 

her children back to school makes 
things seem more like the way 
they were before the storm.

“At least for them they’re 
here for the duration of the day 
and they have a normal life here,” 
she said.

She described the situation 
at PS 232 as chaotic, with one of 
her children sharing a classroom 
with 48 other students and the 
other child sharing a gym with 
perhaps 100 others.

“He was sitting on the floor 
for two months,” she said. “They 
came home every day upset. They 
didn’t want to go to school in the 
morning .... It wasn’t pleasant 

for them and there was nothing I 
could do about it.”

Lisa Daab, who also has two 

children attending PS 207, said 
she was worried the crowded 
conditions at PS 232 were too dis-

tracting to her kids.
“I think it took a bit of a toll 

on their learning,” she said.
She and some other parents 

said they wished the school could 
have opened sooner.

“I don’t know why it took so 
long for this to happen, but who 
knows?” she said, saying she rec-
ognized that the school needed 
extensive repairs and cleaning. “I 
think the city handled it the best 
that they could.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) said although 
there were some initial health 
concerns among parents about 
the school given the severe prob-
lems there, those issues had been 
resolved.

“We’re finding out now it was 
cleaned, all the health concerns 
have been addressed,” Addabbo 
said.

A representative with the 
DOE said that prior to the school 
reopening Jan. 2 an asbestos 
abatement had also been per-
formed. The representative also 
said temporary boilers were in-
stalled and power was restored.

Ava Shea (l.) and her mother Desarae (r.) are thrilled that PS 207 is open again. 
Photo by Karen Frantz

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.
**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only
*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

Take the First Step Toward 
Homeownership 

or Smart Re�nancing!

Purchase/Refinance Applicants may qualify for up to $2,000* 
in closing costs and 0.375%* off the rate** 

�

� First-Time Home Buyers may save $500 in closing costs**

Our Residential Loan Options Include:
Financing for 1-4 Family Homes, Cooperatives and Condominiums

Purchase, Rate/Term and Cash-Out Refinancing

Adjustable and Fixed Rate Mortgages�

�

�

Current Mortgage Incentives Include:�

We Also Offer Commercial 
Mortgages & Small 

Business Administration
 (SBA) Loans!

To Get Started ... Call Today!To Get Started ... Call Today!

Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882
917.655.7685 / KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated (Emigrant) - NMLS#1577. All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of 
Emigrant Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes 
are servicemarks or trademarks of Emigrant in the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained 
herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant 
without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products 
and/or programs are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties.  Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York: Mortgage Bankers License, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, 
New York 10004. Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY and PA.  10/09/12

Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503
347.276.8123 / LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

Foreign Nationals and Non-Resident Aliens Eligible�

220-34 Jamaica Ave. 
Bellerose/Queens Village, NY 11428

718.740.2524 topbingonyc.com

It’s Fun!
Win Up to $6000!
Computerized Bingo Available

Must be 18 and Over 
Ad Sponsored by Charities Of Top Bingo Hall

TOP BINGO HALL

Everyone Loves Bingo!

FREE Parking
FREE WiFi

Every day Except 
Wednesday & Sunday 

at 11AM
Every night Except 

Monday Night at 7PM

For More Information: Contact Barry Kessler, (516) 315-5305

FAR ROCKAWAY — A Far Rockaway 
resident has been charged with stabbing a 
neighbor to death near the Boardwalk on 
Beach 17th Street, police said.

Following a 911 call at 2:03 a.m. Jan. 
11, officers found Kenny Romero, 23, of 
Gadell Place and Mott Avenue, not far 
from the body of Jose Romero, 27, of Sea-

girt Boulevard near Beach 20th Street, 
police said. Jose Romero was found with 
multiple stab wounds, police said.

Kenny Romero was arrested on the 
scene on charges of second-degree mur-
der, tampering with physical evidence 
and criminal possession of a weapon, po-
lice said.

Far Rock man fatally stabs neighbor: Cops

SOUTH RICHMOND HILL — Authori-
ties said a robbery last month in a South 
Richmond Hill cell phone store can be 
traced to three earlier robberies of Radio 
Shack stores in South Richmond Hill and 
Brooklyn.

Two black men, one carrying a gun, 
allegedly entered the cellphone store on 
120th Street near 91st Avenue Dec. 21 at 
3:12 p.m. and tied up a woman there with 
zip ties, police said. The men then took 
some money and cellphones from the store 
before running away, police said.

The suspects in this crime have been 
tied to an Oct. 28 robbery at 110 Montague 
St. in Brooklyn, a Nov. 7 robbery at 1412 
Rockaway Pkwy. in Brooklyn and a Nov. 11 
robbery at Liberty Avenue and 113th Street 
in South Richmond Hill, police said.

In the previous robberies, the suspects 
were described as three black men about 
5-foot-6 to 5-foot-9 and 20- to 25-years-old, 
police said.

Cops link cellphone robbers to other crimes

Police believe these men robbed a cell 
phone store in South Richmond Hill. 

Images courtesy NYPD

FAR ROCKAWAY — A young woman 
was robbed of her cellphone by three teen-
agers while riding the Rockaway Shuttle 
train last month, police said.

Authorities described the suspects as 
black, 16- to 18-years-old and about 5-foot-8 
to 5-foot-10. They came upon the 24-year-old 
woman riding the train, took her cellphone 

and tried to run away as it stopped at the 
Beach 36th Street subway station in Far 
Rockaway, police said.

A 20-year-old man tried to stop the rob-
bers, but they threw him on the ground as 
they left the train, police said. The would-
be crime stopper received minor injuries, 
police said.

3 teens steal cellphone from woman: Police

Police suspect these teens of taking a woman on the H Train’s cell phone. Images courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING

BY REBECCA HENELY

Parents from southeast 
Queens and beyond who 
lost their children to gun 
violence joined together at 
Occasions Banquet and Ca-
tering Hall in Springfield 
Gardens Sunday for the 
fourth annual Forgiveness 
Dinner.

The gathering, which 
serves as an opportunity 
for the parents to share 
their experiences with one 
another, also acts as a kick-
off to Peace Week. Begun by 
South Jamaica-based activ-
ist Erica Ford, Peace Week 
preaches the non-violence 
approach espoused by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

“The one thing I real-
ized is you can’t have peace 
without forgiveness,” said 
Oresa Napper-Williams, a 
Brooklyn resident whose 
son Andrell Napper, 21, was 
killed in 2006.

Ford, who runs these 
events through her non-
profit LIFE Camp Inc., an-
nounced Peace Week in 
front of City Hall the next 
day. The week includes 
events that focus on speak-
ing out against gun violence 
and empowering youth.

But the dinner, at 127-
08 Merrick Blvd., was fo-
cused on the mothers and 
the activists who work to 
stop violence in Queens. 
The event also included 
songs, dancing and poetry 
readings.

“It’s all about releas-
ing,” Ford said. “It’s all 
about having fun.”

City Councilmen Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca), Cheryl “Salt” James 
Wray of the hip-hop group 
Salt-N-Pepa and AT Mitch-
ell of the Brooklyn-based 
social services group Man 
Up! also stopped by the din-

ner to lend their support.
“I’m just so pleased 

that this program is becom-
ing institutionalized in our 
community,” Comrie said. 
“We need to get people out 
of the mindset that they 
need to use violence to solve 
problems.”

Shanta Merritt, whose 
son Darryl Adams was 
killed in the South Jamaica 
Houses in March, said she 
appreciated the chance to 
be around the other moth-
ers, although day-to-day 
living could be hard.

“Sometimes it hurts 
knowing how I got here,” 
Merritt said. “Sometimes 
I don’t want to talk about 
it because I’m still in, like, 
shock.”

Napper-Williams said 
she knows that for some 
mothers the pain is too 
great to attend an event like 
Peace Week, but she said 
the process of talking to 

one another is important.
“As bad as it hurts, 

sometimes it’s good to face 
the reality because you 
can’t live your life in a 
cloud,” she said.

Terrie Williams, writ-
er of the book “Black Pain: 
It Just Looks Like We’re 
Not Hurting,” character-
ized the black community 
as faith-based, but said 
sometimes religion and 
prayer may not be enough 
and that parents need to 
talk out their pain with a 
therapist or their peers.

“My most important 
message here today is to 
get help,” Williams said. 
“You don’t just go through 
a traumatic experience and 
hold it in.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Councilmen Leroy Comrie (fourth l.) and Ruben Wills (fifth l.) join ,LifeCamp organizers and relatives of gun violence victims during the 
fourth-annual Forgiveness Dinner. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Penny Wrencher (front) speaks about the killing of her son Aundre 
Hakim and the need for community-based solutions to gun vio-
lence at a Peace Week event on the steps of City Hall. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Activists honor MLK 
with Peace Week events

BY RICH BOCKMANN

With Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo setting the stage 
for a struggle over gun 
control in Albany, south-
east Queens activists ear-
lier this week announced 
the program for an annual 
peace event, which has tak-
en an alternative approach 
to ending violence long be-
fore the Sandy Hook mas-
sacre trained the nation’s 
attention on the subject.

In what he outlined 
in his State of the State ad-
dress to reclaim the title of 
nation’s progressive beacon 
following the killing of 26 
people at a Connecticut el-
ementary school in Decem-
ber, Cuomo laid out a seven-
point plan to strengthen the 
state’s gun-control laws.

Standing on the steps 
of City Hall Monday morn-
ing, activists said gun con-
trol is all well and good, but 
young men of color have 
been dying in places like 
Chicago, East New York and 
southeast Queens for a long 
time, and the causes are 
more systemic than simply 
the presence of guns.

“This is a public 
health issue,” said Erica 
Ford, founder of the activ-
ist group LIFE Camp.

Ford said the problem 
is that many youth do not 
understand how to resolve 
conflicts, or the pains that 

come from living in broken 
neighborhoods without 
turning to violence.

In fact, Ford was part 
of a City Council task 
force convened last year 
to address gun violence 
and will head a pilot pro-
gram in southeast Queens 
to help youngsters learn 
how to cope with conflict. 
She repeated adages like 
“Hurt people hurt people” 
and “look at both sides of 
the pistol,” but the activist 
could have used an axiom 
repeated by an unlikely 
group of allies.

Whereas gun-rights ac-
tivists say, “Guns don’t kill 
people; people kill people,” 
the leaders on the steps of 
City Hall said that while it 
would be nice to get guns 
off the streets, it would be 
better to eliminate the roots 
of what causes a young per-
son to pick up a firearm in 
the first place.

“I don’t need guns 
in schools,” said Penny 
Wrencher, whose son Aun-
dre Hakim was killed in 
2009. “We need mentoring. 
We need counseling.”

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn), 
who co-chaired the Coun-
cil’s task force, said it was 
bittersweet that the city 
was finally putting in mon-
ey for a prevention pilot 
program.

Dinner honors gun victims
Parents mourn lost children at forgiveness gathering in SE Queens

Continued on Page 44

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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WHITE, 
WHITER,

WHITEST!
YOU NEVER HAVE A SECOND 

CHANCE TO MAKE 
A FIRST IMPRESSION.

Before After

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW PATIENTS
 Comprehensive Exam 
Oral Cancer Screening
Cosmetic Dentistry Consultation
Digital Low Radiation X-Rays
Cleaning (in the absence of gum disease)
Oral Hygiene Giveaways

$7900

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

 Early morning 

and evening 
appointments  

available

PLEASE
CALL &SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENTTODAY!

 Most
insurance 
Accepted.

*Interest free
payment 

plans.

WHITE SALE
1 VISIT: Up To 8 Shades Whiter

LIMITED TIME OFFER WITH THIS COUPON

$39900Reg. Price 
$500

Additional Discounts for Groups of 3 or More. 
Ideal for Bridal Parties, Special Occasions, etc.

 
www.CambriaFamilyDental.com

718-528-8592
www.CambriaFamilyDental.com

ACT NOW 
AND SAVE

You Deserve It.

THE CAMBRIA FAMILY  
DENTAL CENTER

228-02 L

Celebrating
Our 55th Year

Regular Fee $31000

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
WITH THIS COUPON

Open on 

Martin Luther King’s 

Birthday

Trial begins for Flushing man accused of shaking baby
BY JOE ANUTA

 
At the baby shaking trial of 

a Flushing man, a parade of doc-
tors and officers took the stand 
in Queens Supreme Court to tes-
tify about their knowledge of the 
events that led to the October 2007 
death of his 2-month-old daugh-
ter.

Hang Bin Li, a 28-year-old 
originally from China, has been 
jailed in Rikers Island for nearly 
five years and listened to the tri-
al through the hushed voice of a 
court translator speaking Man-
darin in his ear.

The autopsy report of tiny 
Annie Li’s injuries — which in-
cluded a fracture to the right 
side of her skull, bleeding and 
increased pressure on the brain, 
hemorrhaged retinas and healing 
rib and leg fractures — is not the 
source of the arguments. Annie 
died as a result of her head injury. 
Rather both sides are trying to 
prove how and why those injuries 
occurred.

Assistant District Attorney 
Leigh Bishop contends that Li 
purposely caused Annie’s head 

injuries and shook the child. The 
defense attorney, Cedric Ashley, 
maintains Annie had no neck in-
juries consistent with shaking a 
baby. He further contends Annie 
suffered from a genetic disorder 
called osteogenesis imperfecta, 
better known as brittle bone syn-
drome, which caused serious in-
jury when Li bumped the infant’s 
head on a night stand. The gene 
that can cause this type of condi-
tion was found in both Annie and 
her father.

Dr. James Goodrich, a pedi-
atric neurosurgeon with decades 
of experience who was the attend-
ing neurosurgeon at Flushing 
Hospital Center on the night An-
nie was admitted, testified at the 
jury trial soon after it began last 
week.

Although Goodrich admit-
ted he was not a specialist in the 
disease, he said that the baby’s 
CT scan indicated the head in-
juries were caused by abuse.  He 
also said he had no reason to sus-
pect that Annie had brittle bone 
disease since her skull fracture 
was not consistent with his expe-
rience with the disorder and the 

12 or so other children with osteo-
genesis impefecta he had treated 
throughout his career.

But under cross examina-
tion, Goodrich did say a person 
with brittle bone disease would 
be more susceptible to injury, in-
cluding head injuries, and that 
the disorder ranges in severity.

Dr. Rusly Harsono, the at-
tending physician in the pedi-

atric intensive care unit on the 
night Annie was admitted  said 
Tuesday he also believed An-
nie died from abuse and had no 
reason to suspect she had brittle 
bone disease.

But Li’s attorney established 
through questioning that neither 
of the doctors ruled out osteogen-
esis imperfecta when they pre-
sumed the injuries were inten-

tionally inflicted. Tests showing 
Annie carried the disease-caus-
ing gene were only done well after 
the doctors’ assessments.

The question of whether 
brittle bone disease contributed 
to Annie’s death has not only 
made for a battle of medical tes-
timonies, it has also encouraged 
a group of Flushing residents to 
show their support for Li each 
day in court.

The group, led by Flushing 
travel agent Michael Chu, con-
tends that the Lis — Hang Bin 
Li’s common law wife Ying Li 
had lesser charges against her 
dropped earlier this month after 
spending about four years on Rik-
ers Island — are new immigrants 
who got lost in an unfamiliar sys-
tem and have evidence that could 
exonerate them.

Over a period of years, the 
group has raised tens of thou-
sands of dollars to hire Ashley 
and pay for other court costs.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Hang Bin Li sits in court during a trial where he is accused of murdering his 
daughter. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   

�������	
��������������������
Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take   

or Q37. Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin  

Boulevard Station. Shuttle access via  

LIRR or    trains. 

Over 5,000 Slots  
and Table Games.
NEW! European Single-Zero  

Roulette and Video Poker Parlor  

just MINUTES AWAY!

MORE GAMES.
MORE WINNING.

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide
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Nation needs better mental health outreach
irst, I recommend a 
comprehensive edu-
cation campaign for 
the American pub-

lic and the mental health 
community for the public 
to better understand the 
community when commu-
nicating how to be better 
understood.

The American public, 
which does not have medi-
cal training or experience, 

needs to know more about 
the conditions and symp-
toms about the mentally ill 
and their families because 
we do not know. This in-
cludes first responders, 
politicians, teachers, etc.

Next, we need na-
tional, state and local town 
halls to hear the mentally 
ill, with their families, say 
what challenges they face 
socially, professionally, ec-

onomically, etc., and what 
solutions they think would 
work.

Finally, at the federal 
level, fund current and 
make more necessary pro-
grams, by way of the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, that will 
help the state and local gov-
ernments with their mental 
health programs.

For the states and lo-

calities to maintain their 
mental health agencies, 
programs and funding, 
seek federal funding for 
outreach, counseling, treat-
ment, research, etc.

This is at least a start.

Michael Villacres
Queens Village

EDUCATION IN
THE  21ST CENTURY
We congratulate Cardozo High School Principal Ger-

ald Martori for recognizing just how important it is that 
students in the 21st century understand China and the 
Asian culture.

Just over 1 billion people live in China, and yet the 
city’s public school system has been myopically focused 
on the West. High schools offer classes in Spanish, French 
and Italian. More schools offer classes in Latin, a dead lan-
guage, than Chinese.

In November, after returning from a trip to China, 
Martori decided to expand his school’s Chinese program.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime kind of trip that I really 
enjoyed,” he said. “I learned a lot and look forward to tak-
ing that back to this school.”

The goal of the new curriculum “is to give the kids an 
opportunity to learn Chinese in a dynamic sort of way. It 
can only help — certainly in this area.”

The change recognizes the fact that 200,000 Chinese 
Americans live in Queens. But the new emphasis on Chi-
nese language and culture will benefit more than just Chi-
nese-American students.

Martori hopes to create an exchange program for 
teachers and students. He has teamed up with two high 
school principals in China who will work together from 
their opposite sides of the world. Students at Cardozo will 
have the opportunity to have pen pals in China. They will 
learn about the culture there and how it compares with 
their own.

“Visiting China and seeing how they teach and learn 
firsthand kills all stereotypes and preconceived ideas,” he 
said. “When you see their culture and experience it, you 
see things very differently.”

Martori said he has found a great deal of enthusiasm 
for the Chinese program. Although that enthusiasm is 
strongest among Chinese Americans, it is growing among 
other students.

It’s about time the school system understands that a 
well-rounded education cannot exclude half the world. The 
Chinese program is a good start, but it should also include 
other Asian countries.

Every high school in Queens should, at least, be offer-
ing classes in Chinese and social studies should include 
the Far East. Until that, happens the schools will be pre-
paring students for the 20th century, which has passed.
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Support mediation group to combat social violence
he tragedy in New-
town, Conn., left us 
heartbroken and 
looking for answers. 

No doubt the shooting was 
a result of many underlying 
issues, but as a mediation 
and family services center, 
we are asking ourselves: 
Might the lack of opportu-
nity to resolve conflicts be 
one contributing factor?

Anger, hostility, neigh-
borhood disputes and fam-
ily conflict are everyday 
occurrences in every com-
munity. In your daily inter-
actions, you are aware how 
situations can escalate as 
frustration intensifies. As 
we ask ourselves how we 

can prevent the escalation 
of such horrifying events in 
the future, we want you to 
know that Community Me-
diation Services provides 
free resources.

We provide a forum for 
individuals and families 
alike to come together and 
express concerns, issues 
and problems in a safe, judg-
ment free zone. Trained 
mediators facilitate com-
munication, acknowledge 
emotions and identify 
personal goals. They then 
model thoughtful problem 
solving as an alternative 
to demands and confronta-
tion. In addition, we work 
in schools to provide skills 

training and develop peer 
mediation programs.

At CMS, we serve 
more than 2,000 cases an-
nually, including hundreds 
of families each year in 
which parents and children 
fail to see eye to eye on any 
of a myriad of issues. Many 
other cases are couples 
seeking to resolve parent-
ing issues or structure a di-
vorce. We mediate between 
victims and their young of-
fenders who take personal 
responsibility and achieve 
the kind of justice the vic-
tim helps create.

Sometimes people need 
more help than our media-
tors are able to provide. In 

those cases, appropriate 
referrals are made to local 
mental health or related 
service system providers, 
but in the overwhelming 
majority of cases, family 
members take advantage 
of the opportunity to trans-
form conflict into a reality 
of greater clarity, shared 
well-being and increased 
trust. This helps to heal 
wounds before the hurt 
grows to intolerable levels. 
If we do not succeed, we all 
lose.

Now is a critical time 
to support our work. The 
state Unified Court Sys-
tem issued its next budget, 
which cuts $200,000 from 

the state community medi-
ation system. Rather than 
expand our services more 
broadly into the commu-
nity, we may lose staff. As 
we move forward, trying 
to make sense of the sense-
less, we encourage you to 
keep CMS and the work we 
do in mind.

Violence is a public 
health issue. It is a disease 
that knows no economic 
or geographic boundary. 
While mediation is not the 
panacea to all world’s ills, 
it is surely a strong enough 
vaccine to help many of our 
community brethren, be 
they disturbed neighbors, 
school bullies or intran-

sigent teenagers. It is the 
only alternative for such 
conflicts other than court.

So it is with a heavy 
heart that I write this let-
ter, but I continue to have 
hope for a world able to find 
greater peace, recognizing 
the heavy load of work that 
remains to be done. Please 
call on us as the need aris-
es.

What if all conflicts 
could be resolved this way?

Mark Kleiman
Executive Director

Community Mediation 
Services

Jamaica

Learn to live with airplane noise
here has been much 
media coverage, in-
cluding an editorial 
from TimesLedger 

Newspapers (“Noise About 
Noise,” Dec. 27, 2012-Jan. 
2, 2013), concerning com-
plaints about alleged 
changes in flight patterns 
emanating from LaGuar-
dia Airport.

These complaints are 
from residents in northern 
Queens neighborhoods, 
aided by local politicians. 
My neighborhood, Kew 
Gardens Hills, has for years 

and to date endured much 
noise emanating from La-
Guardia flights, including 
helicopter noise as early 
as 6 a.m. It is important to 
understand the economic 
benefits of this.

New York City is 
what it is from the pres-
ence of our local airports 
and residents of this city, 
including those in north-
ern Queens, and so should 
share equally in the bene-
fits and discomforts. There 
is nothing so special about 
northern Queens residents 

that should serve to exempt 
them from that which the 
rest of us endure.

I urge the Federal 
Aviation Administration to 
make decisions based upon 
its expertise in the matter. 
Politicians lacking in any 
expertise with flight pat-
terns and operating solely 
to pander to residents for 
political purposes should 
be ignored.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Macchiarola will be sorely missed
ast month, New York 
City lost one of its 
most respected and ef-
fective schools chan-

cellor when Frank Macchi-
arola died. His service as 
chancellor coincided with 
the period of my husband 
Leonard’s service as chair-
man of the state Assembly 
Education Committee.

Macchiarola’s academ-
ic credentials were impec-
cable: His law degree and 
Ph.D. were from Columbia 
University and he was a 
member of the Thomas 

Jefferson Club, a powerful 
Brooklyn political organi-
zation.

As a result, he under-
stood the theoretical and 
how to get results. He com-
bined intellect with street 
smarts, imposing rigorous 
standards, stopping auto-
matic social promotion and 
restoring respect in the 
classroom. He was a friend-
ly, warm person who some-
how remembered that my 
son was attending PS 193 
and always asked for him.

Shortly after I was 

elected, there was a vacan-
cy for chancellor and I saw 
Frank at an event. I, along 
with many others, tried to 
convince him to return as 
chancellor.

He declined and it was 
the city’s loss.

Toby Stavisky
State Senator

Senate Committee on 
Higher Education 
Ranking Member

(D-Whitestone)

First responders deserve gratitude
ne thing we as New 
Yorkers should be 
proud of is the way 
our first responders 

respond to accidents and 
other dangerous situations 
that put people in harm’s 
way.

The ferry crash in 
Lower Manhattan and the 

crane collapse in Queens 
were immediately respond-
ed to by scores of firefight-
ers, police and EMTs who 
rendered assistance to the 
injured right at the scenes 
of both accidents.

Every day our first re-
sponders put their lives on 
the line in order to protect 

the people of this city from 
potential harm. We owe 
every one of them a debt of 
gratitude for their service 
to our city.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

8-
24

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

14

TL

n the United States 
electoral system, most 
of the focus is on the 
November election, but 

the political party primary 
election in many cases is of 
equal importance.

In recent political his-
tory, 1961 in New York City 
stands out for the primary 
election in the Democratic 
Party that took place city-
wide for all political offices 
and party positions of dis-
trict leaders and members 
of county committees.

The results of these 
primary elections led to the 
downfall of Tammany Hall 

and its leader, Carmine De-
Sapio. Tammany Hall had 
dominated the city Demo-
cratic Party for most of the 
previous hundred years. 
The 1961 primary elections 
broke Tammany Hall’s 
control of the Democratic 
Party.

In recent times, Ed 
Koch won the Democratic 
mayoral primary in 1977 
and went on to defeat his 
Republican opponent in 
the November fall election. 
In 1982, Koch chose to run 
against Mario Cuomo for 
the Democratic nomination 
for the New York governor-
ship. He lost the primary 
and would remain mayor 
for three four-year terms 
until he was defeated by 
David Dinkins in the Dem-
ocratic mayoral primary in 
1989.

Today, when we look 
at the political rise of 

Rudy Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg, they both were 
first elected as Republicans 
without going through a Re-
publican primary election. 
Giuliani was first elected 
in 1993 and Bloomberg in 
2001. If they had to face pri-
maries, the results in the 
November election might 
have been different.

When we go back to 
1989, Giuliani did run in 
a Republican primary 
against Ronald Lauder. Al-
though he won the primary 
by a wide margin, he lost 
the fall general election to 
Dinkins. What happened 
was that Lauder, with his 
financial resources, ran 
TV commercials all sum-
mer long attacking Giu-
liani. These commercials 
had the effect of weakening 
Giuliani’s candidacy for the 
fall election.

Four years later, Giu-

liani did not have a Repub-
lican primary and was able 
to defeat Dinkins by a nar-
row margin. He would eas-
ily win re-election in 1997.

As we analyze this 
year’s mayoral race, the 
Republican and Demo-
cratic parties have several 
candidates for mayor who 
have indicated they would 
be willing to run in party 
primary elections. In the 
Democratic Party, prima-
ries are a normal political 
process, but that is not the 
case in the Republican Par-
ty. Its chances of electing a 
mayor would be greater if 
the city Republican orga-
nization could agree on one 
candidate without a prima-
ry election.

If there were no Repub-
lican primary, the chosen 
candidate could campaign 
all summer for the fall 
election in November and 

not have to worry about a 
September primary. That 
would increase the Repub-
lican candidate’s chances 
of winning.

Right now, the front-
runner Republican can-
didate seems to be Joseph 
Lhota, who recently served 
as Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority chairman 
and is credited with doing 
an excellent job, especially 
during Hurricane Sandy. 
Lhota also served as deputy 
mayor to Giuliani and was 
considered a key adviser to 
him.

In addition to that, 
Lhota seems to be getting 
support from the Staten 
Island Republican Party, 
which is perceived as a 
strong Republican base in 
New York City, considering 
the number of elected Re-
publican officials it has.

Certainly Lhota has 

the experience to be mayor, 
but it remains to be seen if 
he can raise the funds need-
ed to run a credible race. If 
he does face a Republican 
primary, how will that af-
fect his chances in the No-
vember general election 
against a Democrat?

Right now, the lead-
ing Democratic candidate 
for mayor is City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan). She has 
name recognition and the 
ability to raise finances for 
a campaign.

It is going to be a long 
political year in New York 
City. It will be an unusual 
year from the standpoint 
that incumbency will no 
longer be a critical issue 
for challengers, since term 
limits will leave many open 
seats.

GOP could win City Hall if it can avoid a September primary

DOE must be more understanding of autistic students

hen one reads that 
the city Depart-
ment of Education 
suspended doz-

ens of special needs 4- and 
5-year-olds last year, one 
has to suspect the DOE is 
failing some of our most 
fragile children. This rev-
elation comes on the heels 
of new policies for special 
needs students just initi-
ated this school year.

Students with disabili-
ties make up 12 percent of 
the student population but 
also account for 32 percent 
of the suspensions in the 
system.

Special education stu-
dents, non-English speak-
ing students and students 

from dysfunctional fami-
lies are more likely to do 
poorly in school and have 
lower reading and other test 
scores, thus making their 
school a “failing school.” It 
is these students whom the 
so-called “better” charter 
schools keep out so their 
test scores are higher.

Special needs stu-
dents have Individualized 
Education Programs. This 
explains what education 
problems the child has and 
how he or she should be 
taught. All this is expen-
sive, but in many cases the 
child can be made a better-
performing student and a 
creative member of society. 
A number of young, autis-
tic special needs children 
are bright but may need 
an individual school aide 
to help them focus and not 
make noise.

As this school year 
started, the DOE may have 
encouraged principals and 
teachers to change the IEPs 

for children to put them in 
larger classes or provide a 
one-on-one teacher for few-
er hours or cut other ser-
vices to save money. In the 
upper grades, principals 
sometimes pressure teach-
ers to make their special 
education students do bet-
ter on tests.

Low test scores can 
reflect on a school’s rating. 
Some students, if helped in 
a resource room and by oth-
er individuals, can do bet-
ter, but some students can 
only do so much. Each child 
is different and special edu-
cation teachers should not 
be blamed if they will not 
accept more students than 
required by law or if their 
children cannot pass tests.

Average parents who 
are not familiar with the 
federal special education 
law may be steamrolled 
into accepting fewer ser-
vices for their child. A 
parent is supposed to be at 
any meetings which give a 

child fewer services than 
previously designed in the 
original IEP.

Looking at the lives of 
some of the most creative 
people in our country, one 
can visualize that some 
had the symptoms of being 
withdrawn or seeming to 
hum to themselves, which 
one finds in bright autistic 
children. The DOE does not 
seem to understand that 
these bright, special needs 
students need a one-on-one 
teacher to help them focus 
and develop.

As the service cuts 
put into effect by the DOE 
this school year continue 

and time passes, we may 
see more and more articles 
about special needs chil-
dren being deprived of the 
services they need and hav-
ing problems and special 
education teachers being 
given “U” ratings for things 
they have no control over.

Thanks to City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) and 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
there is a constant fight to 
preserve services for spe-
cial needs children.

Mark Weprin led the 
fight to restore special 
needs money to the DOE. 

David Weprin took up the 
cause of parents whose pre-
school special education 
children had their services 
changed arbitrarily by the 
DOE. It was typical of the 
DOE doing things which 
parents thought were not 
appropriate for their chil-
dren.

One cannot now talk 
about special needs teach-
ers and their charges un-
less one talks about the life 
and death of 52-year-old 
special education teacher 
Anne Marie Murphy and 
her pupil, 6-year-old Dylan 
Hockley, in Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in New-
town, Conn.

Murphy was Dylan’s 
one-on-one aide. Her job 
was to bring him out of his 
autistic world of isolation. 
They both died wrapped in 
each other’s arms as an ill 
person pumped automatic 
rifle bullets into them.

■

Political 
Action

■

The Civic 
Scene
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

fired a weapon twice in 
my life, on two succes-
sive days.

After I was drafted, 
I spent two cold and dreary 
weeks in tents at Fort Han-
cock in Sandy Hook, N.J. A 
group of us were shipped 
out in the middle of the 
night on Washington’s 
birthday. We did not know 
where we were going, but 
we were happy to be going 
anywhere.

Aberdeen Proving 
Ground in Maryland, the 
headquarters of the Ord-
nance Department, was 
our destination. During 
my eight weeks of basic 
training, we never carried 
a rifle. Our weapon was the 

carbine, a lighter piece of 
armament, the weapon of 
ordnance soldiers.

But our firing range 
tests were with the stan-
dard rifle at the time, an 
M1. The aptitude tests the 
U.S. Army gave me showed 
I would be a good cook. To 
this day, I can barely boil 
water! I learned there was 
a position in the public re-
lations office and on the 
weekly paper. I had to pass 
the firing range test.

On the first day on the 
range, I was in the prone 
position when an officer 
came up to me and said, 
“What target are you shoot-
ing at, soldier?”

“No. 24, sir!”
“Are you shooting at 

the target or the number 
under the target?”

I failed that day.
That night, two of my 

friends in the company 
who had passed the test 
made plans to man the 
target I would be shooting 

at the next day. We did not 
exaggerate my prowess, if 
any, but I passed and have a 
medal somewhere to prove 
it.

I never had a fake 
gun when I was a kid and 
neither did any of my 
friends in Borough Park or 
Elmhurst. We pointed our 
index fingers at each other 
and made believe we were 
shooting. We saw westerns 
and gangster films with 
guns in them.

So the pandemic of 
weapons in our country is 
foreign to me. Since I am 
a meat eater, I do not be-
grudge hunters their sport, 
but must people have weap-
ons of mass destruction that 
are used by armies and law 
enforcement authorities? 
Indeed, must anyone have 
a weapon except for sport 
and game hunting?

I know what is in the 
U.S. Constitution, but let us 
get past that. The Consti-
tution is not the Ten Com-

mandments. It was written 
on parchment, not handed 
down from Mount Sinai. 
It has been interpreted for 
200 years. It was written by 
human beings. It is not the 
voice of God.

The Constitution 
spells out our rights. In a 
democracy, rights go hand-
in-glove with responsibili-
ties.

Those who want ev-
eryone to have guns think 
this is some holy com-
mand. Concealed weap-
ons, in some places in this 
country, can be taken into 
schools, colleges, houses 
of worship, restaurants, 
shops, theaters, etc.

Why not supply all 
teachers, clergy and ev-
eryone else in the United 
States, including children, 
with assault weapons and 
be done with it?

It is time to stop this 
horror. Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has been on the 
right track for years. Presi-

dent Barack Obama, as I 
write this, has gone four 
years without having the 
guts to take on the National 
Rifle Association and its 
puppets in Congress and 
has allowed some laws to be 
repealed or not renewed.

He has talked the talk, 
but not walked the walk. 
There are signs that he is 
taking some steps, at last.

He, like other politi-
cians, likes to quote Holy 
Scripture when it suits 
their purposes. They might 
consider this paraphrase 
from Paul (formerly Saul): 
Though I speak with the 
tongues of men and of an-
gels, and take no action, 
I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cym-
bal.

Let us be thankful that 
our local members of Con-
gress are not among the 
NRA puppets. It is time to 
speak up and start to turn 
this nation around from a 
gun-toting rampage.

It is either that or arm-
ing everyone, even chil-
dren. Those congressional 
NRA puppets are often 
those who speak out against 
“unelected” bureaucrats di-
recting our lives.

Who elected the NRA 
to direct our lives? The 
public statements by this 
group since the massacre 
in Newtown, Conn., border 
on paranoia and dementia.

But this attitude is not 
new for the NRA. It should 
not come as a surprise. 
Check out the biography of 
Wayne LaPierre, the guy 
who runs the place.

Is the NRA the image 
of our country we want? 
Should the NRA determine 
who lives and dies in this 
democracy?

This marksman will 
never fire another weapon. 
Be thankful about that as 
I am, because I might just 
kill someone, considering 
my prowess.

NRA has no right to dictate who should live and die
■

I Sit And 
Look Out
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Celebrating Our 90th Anniversary 

Of Keeping You Warm!

ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE PROTECTION PLANS!

BLUE DIAMOND FUEL 718-965-0900
www.bluediamondfuel.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL     FUEL DELIVERY     HEATING SERVICE     OIL & GAS BOILER INSTALLATIONS & UPGRADES

$500 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Oil Heat System
OR

$300 Off
The Purchase of a New 

Natural Gas Heat System
Includes a free 1-year serivce 

agreement (a $239 value)
Gas Systems Only. Coupon Must be Presented at 
Time of Service. Cannot be Combined with Any 
Other Offer or Discount. Offer Expires 12/30/12. 

$50 NEW 
CUSTOMER 

BONUS!
Good towards your 

fi rst oil delivery.

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Service. 
Cannot be Combined with Any Other Offer 
or Discount. Offer for New Customers Only.

Offer Expires 11/30/12.

City’s Sandy food stamp program reached few
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Although the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
approved $13 million in 
disaster food aid benefits 
for victims of Hurricane 
Sandy, state data show far 
less money was actually de-
livered to a fraction of fami-
lies eligible for the program 
— a revelation some critics 
say points to a gross failure 
on the part of the city.

About 30,000 families 
were eligible for the fed-
eral aid program, known as 
the Disaster Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, which provided one-
time payments for families 
affected by Hurricane San-
dy who met certain income 
requirements and were 
not already receiving food 
stamps.

But only 4,772 families 
received the disaster food 
aid for a total of $2.5 mil-
lion in benefits. The money 
distributed is only 20 per-
cent the amount approved 

by the USDA, according 
to state and USDA figures 
provided by the city Human 
Resources Administration, 
the agency that adminis-
tered the program.

Critics said the short-
fall was due in large part to 
the city providing only two 
application facilities: one in 
Brooklyn and one in Staten 
Island.

“They went out of their 
way to be non-helpful,” said 
Joel Berg, executive direc-
tor of the New York City 
Coalition Against Hunger, 
when describing the ad-
ministration of D-SNAP.

He said Rockaway 
residents were severely 
burdened by not having an 
application facility nearby.

“It just really defies 
common sense that you 
wouldn’t have an applica-
tion center in the Rock-
aways,” he said.

He also said that al-
though the HRA provided 
free shuttles to and from 
the Brooklyn application 

center, the long ride would 
be difficult for many to 
manage and said some of 
his staff members reported 
the buses were not clearly 
marked.

Carmen Boon, a 
spokeswoman for the HRA, 
said federal guidelines 
mandated application cen-
ters have a certain amount 
of space and there were no 
areas in the Rockaways 
that could accommodate 
the large number of people 
the Brooklyn site could. 
She said in the first two 

days of the program about 
30 percent of the applicants 
were from the Rockaways, 
the only area of Queens 
eligible for D-SNAP, but 
she said the final state and 
USDA figures were not bro-
ken down by borough.

Berg, a former USDA 
official under the Clinton 
administration, challenged 
Boon’s assertion that the 
possibility of a Rockaways 
application facility was 
precluded by federal regu-
lations.

“I don’t think that is 

accurate,” he said, adding 
that the notion the city 
could not have erected a 
sufficient temporary trail-
er in the Rockaways as an 
application center struck 
him as preposterous.

“You’d think if it was 
a priority for the city they 
would have figured out a 
way to do it,” he said.

The USDA did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
for comment.

Boon also said that al-
though information about 
the free shuttle was not 
available until a short time 
before people could apply 
for the program because 
the agency was still trying 
to work out details, HRA 
worked with thousands of 
community-based organi-
zations to spread the word 
about the buses and dis-
seminated information on 
its website and through so-
cial media once the details 
were hammered out.

Berg said he did not 
fault HRA for not knowing 

the details of the shuttle un-
til late in the process, but 
he blasted the agency for 
not expanding the window 
in which people could apply 
as it became clear far fewer 
people than were eligible 
were applying for the aid.

“Their refusal to ex-
tend the deadline is then 
triply unexplainable,” he 
said.

The application win-
dow for the Brooklyn site 
was a week long, from Dec. 
12 through Dec. 18. City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) had 
sent a letter to the HRA on 
the final day urging that 
the program deadline be 
extended in the face of low 
participation numbers, but 
the HRA refused to do so.

The HRA is also un-
der fire by some Brooklyn 
politicians, who charge the 
agency acted arbitrarily 
by limiting the program’s 
eligibility to people who 
lived within a handful of 
ZIP codes.

A shuttle bus transporting residents from the Rockaways arrives 
at the Human Resources Administration building in Brooklyn.
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13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356
718.353.6276
www.stagneshs.org

DECISIONS, 
DECISIONS, 
DECISIONS
Choosing the right 

High School for 

next September is 

not easy . . .

Find Yourself . . . Be Yourself . . .
Become a St. Agnes Student
St. Agnes is a small, 
all-girls catholics college 
preparatory school where 
you will be known by 
name and appreciated 
for your personal ability 
and talent.

next p
not easy . . . n

f
a

Who should 
Attend?

Seeing St. Agnes is 
loving St. Agnes.

OPEN
HOUSE

Thursday, January 246:00 pm-7:30 pm
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LATE PAGE

Confi dence
The Lift Every Child Needs

  Bully Proof Your Child 
 Improve Fitness
 Better Attitude 
 Discipline

FREE 
Uniform with this ad!

CLASSES FOR 

ALL AGES

CALL FOR 
TRIAL LESSON

718.544.6655
SERVING 

FOREST HILLS 
FOR OVER 

THE MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO

BY STEVE MOSCO

President Barack 
Obama’s cabinet might 
soon have a Queens sec-
tion.

The president offi-
cially nominated his chief 
of staff, Forest Hills native 
Jack Lew, for secretary of 
the Treasury last week.

“As a kid growing up 
in Queens, I had dreams 
of making a difference in 
the world,” said Lew at 
the nomination announce-
ment. “These dreams were 
nurtured in a home where 
the gifts of American free-
dom and opportunity were 
cherished and never taken 
for granted, and the respon-
sibility to engage in issues 
of public concern were part 
of daily life. I will always be 
grateful to my parents for 
grounding me in the values 
that have remained central 

to my personal and profes-
sional life.”

The 57-year-old, who 
lived on Yellowstone Bou-
levard and graduated from 
Forest Hills High School, 
has been the president’s 
chief of staff for the last 
year and previously was 
the director of the Office of 
Management and Budget.

The president said he 
could not think of a better 
person to take over for out-
going Treasury Secretary 
Tim Geithner.

“This is bittersweet 
not only because Tim is 
leaving, but also because 
Jack has been my chief of 
staff for the last year,” the 
president said. “He was my 
budget director before that. 
I trust his judgment. I value 
his friendship. I know very 
few people with greater 
integrity than the man to 
my left. And so I don’t want 

to see him go because it’s 
working out really well for 
me to have him here in the 
White House. But my loss 
will be the nation’s gain.”

One issue has emerged 
in the national conversa-
tion since Lew’s nomina-
tion: his odd and illegible 
signature. But the presi-
dent said his former chief of 
staff would concentrate on 
perfecting a more aestheti-
cally pleasing autograph.

“Jack assures me that 
he is going to work to make 
at least one letter legible 
in order not to debase our 
currency should he be con-
firmed as secretary of the 
treasury,” he said.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Obama picks Forest Hills 
man for treasury position
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P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

8-
24

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL

ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit,
Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers,  

Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit, Savings,  
Checking, & Business Accounts

Branches in New York:
Canal Street Main Branch 
202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013    Tel: (212) 238-8208
Brooklyn Branch
5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220    Tel: (718) 210-0508
Flushing Branch 
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354    Tel: (347) 905-9772

Branches in California:
Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel, 
San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

BY REBECCA HENELY

The crane on a con-
struction site in Long Is-
land City that collapsed 
and hurt seven workers last 
week had been carrying 
more than twice the weight 
it should have, the city De-
partment of Buildings said.

The site, at 46-10 Cen-
ter Blvd., has been issued 
a stop-work order for crane 
operations as further in-
vestigations are completed, 
the DOB said.

“As a result of our pre-
liminary investigation, it 
appears that the operator 
was attempting to lift a load 
of 23,900 pounds — more 
than double the weight ca-
pacity for this particular 
crane,” the DOB said.

The 15-story mobile 
boom crane fell during the 
afternoon of Jan. 9 and 
injured seven workers, 
five of whom were sent to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
and two of whom were sent 
to Weill Cornell Medical 
Center. The accident oc-

curred behind the neigh-
borhood’s iconic Pepsi-Cola 
sign.

Luxury residential 
developer TF Cornerstone 
has been constructing the 
site to become part of its 
East Coast Long Island City 
complex. The Maspeth-
based New York Crane & 
Equipment Corp. leased the 
site to the subcontractors 
for the work, Cross Coun-
try Construction in Elms-
ford, N.Y.

The DOB said the 
crane operator at the time 
was Paul Greer and that 
his Hoist Machine Opera-
tor Class-B license has been 
suspended.

“The preliminary in-
vestigation also shows that 
the operator was unable to 
see the materials being lift-
ed and was attempting to 
lift those materials outside 
of the approved loading 
zone,” the DOB said.

The investigation into 

the incident was still ongo-
ing.

New York Crane is 
owned by James Lomma. 
In 2008, he was charged 
with manslaughter related 
to a 2008 crane collapse on 
Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side. He was acquitted of 
the charges in 2012.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

A crane collapsed on a building under construction behind the iconic Pepsi-Cola sign in Long Island 
City. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

LIC crane picked up too large load: DOB
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V M Villa Marcello
Announcing the NEW 

Villa Marcello Catering Hall
Under New Ownership... 

Newly Renovated & Perfect For Any Special Occasion
Including:

Starting February 21st, 
Thursday’s Buffet 

Returns with Dj Jimmy V

We’ll Make Your Special Event 
Affordable and Enjoyable In Every Possible Way.

Call 718–848–2049

Available to accomodate from 30–250 guests!

Enjoy Your Event, Let Us Graciously Attend To Every Detail.

Valentine’s Day, Dance With Dj Jimmy V

Afforda
Ava !

yyy V
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DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY
BUY ONE HERO, 

GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Pub grub haven lives on as Woodside pair purchase bar
Donovan’s will continue to serve food and drinks on Roosevelt Ave. after two men make big buy

BY STEVE MOSCO

A pub food institution 
in Woodside will keep serv-
ing hearty cuisine after a 
pair of neighborhood guys 
bought the restaurant from 
the outgoing owner.

Donovan’s, the storied 
Irish watering hole, at 57-
24 Roosevelt Ave., is in new 
hands after James Jacob-
son and Dan Connor, both 
born and raised in Wood-
side, purchased it Dec. 28 
from longtime owner Joe 
Donovan.

Community Board 2 
Chairman Joe Conley said 
the neighborhood is excited 
that two Woodside residents 
stepped in and will keep the 
Donovan name alive.

“We’re just thrilled 
because one of the guys is 
a former dishwasher and 
bartender at the restau-
rant and the other is well-
known locally,” said Con-

ley. “Donovan’s legacy will 
continue in Woodside and 
we are happy it is going to 
survive.”

Conley said Jacobson 
and Connor would take 
over any day now as soon 
as their temporary liquor 
license is approved.

“They are very en-
gaged in the community 
and interested in carrying 
on the Donovan tradition,” 
he said. “We think it’s a 
win-win.”

Donovan’s Pub, which 
opened in 1966, is one of 
many Irish pubs near the 
intersection of Roosevelt 
and Woodside avenues but 
is most famous for its burg-
ers, which frequently land 
on Top 10 lists of best burg-
ers in the city. Time Out 
New York put Donovan’s 
Pub at the top of the list in 
2004. The most recent Zagat 
Survey ranking gave it 20 
out of 30 for food, 15 out of 

30 for decor and 18 out of 30 
for service.

The pub’s former own-
er, Joe Donovan, previously 
owned Donovan’s Grill and 
Tavern, at 214-16 41st Ave., 
but sold the Bayside restau-
rant four years ago and the 
two locations are no longer 

affiliated.
Conley said the new 

owners are looking to rem-
edy a problem that the for-
mer owner dealt with on 
a daily basis. Parking is 
prohibited from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on the south side of 
Roosevelt Avenue for sev-

eral blocks around the pub.
According to Conley, 

the prospect of having cars 
towed during happy hour 
kept customers away and 
hurt Donovan’s bottom 
line.

“We think this is an 
antiquated parking system 

and we’ve asked the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
change the regulations,” he 
said. “Every day at 4 p.m., 
tow trucks start lining up 
at 50th Street and the city 
makes a windfall. We think 
it might not be in the best 
interest of the community.”

But with or without 
parking problems, Conley 
said the community will 
reap the benefits of new 
ownership at Donovan’s 
as Jacobson and Connor 
continue to serve the pub’s 
much-ballyhooed burgers 
and shepherd’s pies.

“The new owners have 
said much will remain the 
same,” said Conley. “Men-
tion Donovan’s around the 
world and they are known 
for the absolute best burg-
ers. It has also added a lot of 
character to Woodside over 
the years.”

Donovan’s Pub in Woodside will remain a happy hour hotspot after it was purchased by two local 
men.
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Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Caroll Alvarado
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TL Jewish council applauds Meeks for Raoul Wallenberg bill
Nonprofi t lost 50% of funding for kosher meal delivery program serving 130 homebound seniors

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The Queens Jew-

ish Community Coun-
cil honored U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) at its well-
attended legislative 
breakfast Sunday, but 
the event was tempered 
by the announcement 
that the group had lost 
all its Citymeals-on-
Wheels funding for its 
kosher weekend meal 
deliveries .

Meeks received 
recognition at the 
breakfast, held at 
Young Israel of Kew 
Gardens Hills, at 70-11 
150th St., for co-spon-
soring a bill to award 
Raoul Wallenberg, a 
Swedish diplomat, the 
Congressional Gold 
Medal for saving hun-
dreds of thousands of 
Jews in Nazi-occupied 

Hungary. The award 
was delivered last year 
on the 100th anniversa-
ry of the hero’s birth.

The congressman 
spoke with admiration 
about what Wallenberg 
did and also praised 
the QJCC for helping 
people. The organiza-
tion, based in Forest 
Hills, provides social 
services and advocates 
for Queens Jews and 
the state of Israel.

“I look forward 
to continuing to walk 
with you hand-in-
hand,” Meeks said.

The QJCC said 
it was facing trouble 
as the Citymeals-on-
Wheels program wrote 
the council a letter 
saying that as of Feb. 
1 it would no longer 
provide any funds for 
the QJCC’s weekend 
kosher meal delivery 

program. The program 
delivers four meals to 
130 homebound seniors 
each weekend, and Cit-
ymeals-on-Wheels paid 
for two of those meals.

The letter came as 
bad news in light of re-
cent funding losses.

“Our public con-
tributions have been 

cut as have other or-
ganizations’,” said Mi-
chael Cohen, one of the 
co-presenters at the 
event.

Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Hauppauge), a critic 
of federal subsidies 
for the farming and 
oil industries, said he 
was disgusted that the 

QJCC and other orga-
nizations had trouble 
getting funds in light 
of subsidies for rich in-
dustries.

“Our priorities 
in Congress have to 
change,” he said.

More than a dozen 
legislators at the feder-
al, state and city levels 

from both major po-
litical parties attended 
the breakfast. They 
answered questions 
ranging from subway 
safety in light of the 
two deaths last month 
of Elmhurst men who 
had been pushed in 
front of trains to gun 
control to potential tax 
incentives for private 
schools, such as yeshi-
vas.

Cynthia Zalisky, 
the QJCC executive 
director, said the 
breakfast was an op-
portunity to thank the 
elected officials as well 
as introduce members 
to newly elected offi-
cials like state Assem-
bly members Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) and Nily 
Rozic (D-Hillcrest), 
as well as Israel, a 
longtime Long Island 
congressman whose 

district was redrawn 
to include Bay Terrace 
and Whitestone.

“You are our 
friends,” she said. “You 
are our angels.”

Zalisky said that 
after Superstorm San-
dy, the QJCC has had 
to help people from 
southeast Queens who 
may be living with fam-
ily members in central 
Queens or who needed 
services. She asked the 
elected officials not to 
forget the group.

City Comptroller 
John Liu and others 
said the organization 
helps not just Jews in 
Queens, but all resi-
dents.

“The QJCC does 
great work on behalf 
of the diverse commu-
nities in Queens,” he 
said.

Michael Nussbaum (second from l.) of the Queens Jewish Community Council presents 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (second from r.) with an award for bestowing the Congressional 
Gold Medal to World War II hero Raoul Wallenberg, who saved hundreds of thousands of 
Hungarian Jews. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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TL Constantinides begins 2013 Astoria council run
BY REBECCA HENELY

Astoria District Lead-
er Costa Constantinides 
kicked off his campaign 
to be the neighborhood’s 
city councilman at Central 
Lounge last week.

Constantinides made 
the announcement at the 
restaurant and bar, at 20-
30 Steinway St. in Astoria, 
with Councilmen Mark 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
and Jim Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) at his side. 
Constantinides, a Demo-
crat, is running for the 
seat currently held by 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria), who is be-
ing term-limited out and 
currently seeking the bor-
ough president’s post.

“I feel fantastic,” Con-
stantinides said. “It is very 
humbling to have the sup-
port of so many people who 
are here this evening.”

While Gennaro did not 
formally endorse Constan-

tinides, the councilman 
had high words of praise 
for Constantinides, who 
works as Gennaro’s deputy 
chief of staff and has been 
employed in his office for 
more than five years.

“He’s exactly what you 
want in a Council member,” 
Gennaro said. “He’s some-
one with not only great 
ability but great integrity.”

Constantinides said he 
has lived in Astoria all his 
life. He said when he was 

growing up, 
his mother 
was the presi-
dent of the 

PTA President’s Council, 
and he has worked to help 
others in the neighborhood 
because of her example.

“To me, there’s no 
greater honor than giving 
back,” Constantinides said.

He said his platform 
includes expanding Mt. 
Sinai Queens Hospital to 
bring more health care to 
the neighborhood, replac-

ing trailers at primary and 
middle schools with ex-
panded buildings, stopping 
the threatened closure of 
high schools in the neigh-

borhood, improving air 
quality by making power 
plants in the neighborhood 
go greener and getting 
more police officers on the 

streets.
Constantinides said 

with his experience work-
ing as a district leader 
since 2009 and as an em-

ployee with Gennaro, he is 
the most qualified for the 
position.

“I want to take all that 
experience and make sure 
we improve our quality of 
life for the people of my dis-
trict,” he said.

Constantinides has 
gotten endorsements from 
the Working Families 
Party; the Retail, Whole-
sale and Department Store 
Union; UFCW Local 1500; 
and the Progressive Cau-
cus Alliance.

“My job is to fight for 
the hardworking people of 
the city of New York and 
that’s what those groups 
do,” Constantinides said.

Community Board 1 
member and activist Tony 
Meloni is also running as 
a Democrat for the same 
seat.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Councilmen Mark Weprin (l.) and Jim Gennaro (r.) join hands with Astoria council hopeful Costa 
Constantinides. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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ENERGY
MAKE

A WAY OF LIFE
EFFICIENCY

1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

Join the thousands of 
New Yorkers who have 

reduced their energy 
use, gotten millions of 
dollars in rebates and 

incentives, and helped 
the environment.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION
National Catholic Education Association Membership

Dennis J. Farrell, Principal

Catholic Schools RAISE the standards.

Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 27th: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 28th - Friday, February 1st: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 29th: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Offers:

Full Science Lab, Computer Lab, iPads, SMART Boards Technology, Foreign Language (K-8th Grade),  

Automated Library with 12,000 Volumes, Art, Music, Physical Education, Remediation Program, Extended Day Program, Early Drop-off, 

Guidance Program, Student Council, Service Activities, Grade-Level Buddy Program, Two Year-Old Program, Nursery, Pre-K.

Extracurricular Programs Include: Mad Science, Chess, Intramurals, Oil Painting, Writing Club, History Club, Computer Club, Glee Club,  

Math 9, Earth Science Regents, Parish Scouting and Parish CYO.

Eighth grade class of 2012 won over one-half million dollars worth of scholarships to Catholic High Schools, as well as 

 acceptances to the specialized academic, science, and performing arts High Schools.

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

Rego Park woman faces challenges right out of college
Julietta Lopez answers the call to help residents as constituent liasion for Sen. Charles Schumer

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The search for post-

college employment can be 
a daunting task as many 
students spend years toil-
ing in unrelated fields 
before landing career-ori-
ented work in their chosen 
field of study.

But sometimes the 
stars align and a student 
will step out of the hallowed 
halls of academia and right 
into a career that is chal-
lenging and rewarding.

Julietta Lopez, a 
22-year-old Rego Park resi-
dent, found herself work-
ing full time for U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
in his New York City dis-
trict office as a constituent 
liaison at a time when that 
position was needed the 
most: in the days following 
Hurricane Sandy.

“It was a little over-
whelming at the begin-

ning,” she said. “There 
were so many dire situa-
tions.”

Upon arriving in the 
office, Lopez was immedi-
ately trained by a disaster 
relief team from the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and given a 
crash course on benefits 
available to those affected 
by the October superstorm. 
She directs constituents on 
how to obtain assistance 
and helps them with alter-
natives if they have been 
denied Sandy benefits.

“We deal with individ-
ual caseworkers — people 
who need FEMA aid but 
don’t know how to get it. 
We help them through the 
appeals process,” she said. 
“Directing them on how to 
get aid is a challenge. We 
want them to achieve the 
best possible outcome for 
them.”

While the amount of 

storm-related work has not 
slowed down in the months 
since the storm, Lopez said 
most people understand 
the steps better and are far 
more educated about the 
aid process.

When she’s not work-
ing on hurricane aid, Lopez 
does individual casework 
for state residents in need 

of assistance in veteran’s 
affairs, military affairs, 
federal government con-
cerns,  U.S. Department of 
Transportation issues and 
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration matters.

The road to her current 
position began at home in 
Rego Park, where her par-
ents instilled in her a sense 

of social responsibility. But 
Lopez said her parents nev-
er had to force her to volun-
teer and take on social is-
sues. In fact, Lopez said she 
cared so much it started to 
worry her parents.

“My dad said if I was 
born [in the 1960s], I would 
have been a hippie-type 
tied to a tree,” she said. “I 
just always wanted to help 
people and take on causes.”

Besides inspiring her 
to effect change, Lopez said 
her parents gave her the 
confidence she needed to 
believe she was capable of 
anything.

“I never heard the 
word minority in my house 
growing up. My parents 
thought it had a negative 
connotation,” she said, add-
ing that she did not hear 
that word until high school 
at Dominican Academy in 
Manhattan. “If you don’t 
believe in yourself, no one 

else will either. Sometimes 
as a minority you have to 
work a bit harder to get 
there, but in the end it’s 
worth it.”

Last spring, Lopez 
earned her bachelor’s de-
gree from Marymount 
Manhattan College with 
a double major in interna-
tional studies and political 
science. During her senior 
year, she got an internship 
in Schumer’s office, which 
turned out to be an excellent 
primer for her current posi-
tion in the office. Now she’s 
already back in school full 
time for a master’s degree 
in international affairs.

She attends classes at 
night and has become quite 
adept at juggling school-
work and her responsibili-
ties in Schumer’s office. 
Hard work to be sure, but 
Lopez said she ends each 
day highly satisfied — and 
maybe a little exhausted.

Rego Park resident Julietta Lopez juggles graduate school 
and a full-time job in U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer’s office. 

Photo courtesy Roberta Bouer
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs
Kindergarten through Grade 8

Computer Room with Internet Access
Art, Music, Physical Education, and Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards in all Homerooms
After School Clubs

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 27, 2013, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM
“Please come have a cup of coffee at our hospitality table”

 
OPEN SCHOOL

Monday, January 28, 2013
Pre-K AM Open House 8:30 – 9:00 AM
Nursery Open House 1:00 – 1:30 PM

Tuesday, January 29, 2013
Nursery Open House 1:00 – 1:30 PM

Wednesday, January 30, 2013
Grandparents’ Day Open House 9:30 – 10:00 AM

Refreshments to follow
Thursday, February 1, 2013
Pre-K All Day and Grades K-8
Open House 9:00 – 10:00 AM

 
REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR

Sunday, January 27, 2013: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Monday, January 28 – Thursday, January 31, 2013: 7:30 AM – 2:00 PM

Friday, February 1, 2013: 7:30 – 11:00 AM

 
“Accredited by the Middle States Association 

of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT SCHOOL

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal

Saint Kevin School
Your child & our school - A great match!

A Leader In Educating Children Since 1939

• 2 Computer labs, Whiteboards
   & Smartboards
• Spanish, (PreK-8), Music, Art,
   Library, Title 1, Physical Education
• Early Morning Drop-off
• Sacramental Preparation,
   Choir, Band
• After School Program
• Active Home School Association
• Affi nity Tuition Incentive Program
• CYO Sports Program
• Care & Share Program
• Scouting Program
• Universal Pre-KProgram
• Renzulli Learning Program
• After school enrichment classes
   in Science and Math

COME FOR A VISIT
YOU’LL NEVER WANT TO LEAVE!

Tours offered Mondays - Thursdays 10 am - 1 am
Please call the school to make arrangements

• Nursery through 8th Grade
• Mommy & Me Program
• Excellent Academic Program
• Test Scores in the 95 percentile
• Over $250,000 in High School
   Scholarships Awarded in 2012

45-50 195 Street, Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 357-8110 • www.stkevinschool.org

Dr. Thomas R. Piro, PRINCIPAL
Bishop Raymond Chappetto, PASTOR

SPECIAL FEATURES

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, January 27th 11 am – 1 pm

Christ the King Students Perform Peter Pan for Day Care and PreK

Christ the King High School’s Advanced Theater Arts class performed the play, Peter 
Pan to the children from CK’s Daycare and PreK classes. The young children watched in 
wonderment the tale of Peter, Wendy and Never Never Land.

The cast and crew of the production are (in alphabetical order):
Sasha Anderson, Marissa Arteca ,Justin Carlo, Nicole Crespo, Nicholas Curcio, Adonis 
DelaRosa, Justin Delgado, Joseph Guiffre, Tara McInerney, John Mogielnicki, James 
Polomeni, Michael Serrentino, Julian Torres, Thomas Caldwell, Michael Mordi, Joseph 
Ortega, Victoria Ortiz, Christopher Wengert, Daniella Cariola, Montana Balzer, and 
Giovanna Cariola.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws 
students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and 
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is 
approximately 1000 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. 
Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, Treasurer; Anthony 
Como, Esq., Counsel; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Msgr. Nicholas W. Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda 
Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial 
Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.
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We've enhanced our 
suite of amenities 
and are now 
COMPLETELY 
KOSHER!

164-11 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY 11432
718-298-7800 • www.tietzjewish.com

located in the Jamaica Hills section of Queens,
is proud to provide the Jewish Community
with high quality sub-acute rehabilitation, 
hospice and long-term care services in a 
newly renovated luxurious setting.

MARGARET TIETZ
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center,

a
d

lib
u

n
lim

it
e

d
.c

o
m

• State-of-the-art separate Meat and all Cholov Yisroel Dairy 
Kitchens under the Vaad Harabonim of Queens

• Daily and Shabbos Minyanim

• Shabbos Elevator

• Shabbos Hospitality Apartment for visiting family members 
located only a block away

• Eruv connecting our facility to Kew Gardens Hills, Jamaica Estates/
Holliswood, Hillcrest/Fresh Meadows and Briarwood

Centrally located near the Queens communities of Kew
Gardens Hills, Hillcrest & Jamaica Estates. Only 20
minutes from Brooklyn, Manhattan & the Five Towns.

TM
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Snacking often elicits mixed 
reviews. Some health plans say 
that it is important to eat several 
small meals or snacks during the 
day to keep metabolism rates in 
check. Other information states 
that snacks can be a person’s undo-
ing, causing unnecessary weight 
gain — especially when snacking 
is frequent. These mixed feelings 
can be a little confusing.

The National Health and Nu-
trition Survey supports snacking. 
The survey found that people who 
eat snacks in addition to three 
meals a day had higher levels of 
nutrients in their diets. But not 
all snacks are a good idea. Con-
suming a fattening bag of potato 
chips is an unhealthy approach to 
snacking. However, a piece of dark 
chocolate or a handful of nuts can 
add essential nutrients to a per-
son’s diet.

Many different snacks make 
healthy additions to a person’s 
diet. Two to three snacks a day 
may be all that’s needed to help 
keep a person feeling satiated and 
less likely to overeat at meals. Here 
are some healthy snack ideas.

• Olives: A handful of olives can 
quench a salty craving and pro-
vide essential fatty acids that may 
help to improve heart health.

• Hummus: Hummus is made 
from chickpeas, which are natu-
rally low in fat and high in fi ber. 
This dip will keep you feeling 
full.

• Edamame: These are a vari-
ety of soybeans that are sweeter, 
larger, and more easily digested 

than other soybeans. They are a 
natural source of antioxidants 
and isofl avones.

• Banana and chocolate: Roll-
ing a banana in semi-sweet choco-
late chips can satisfy a fruit and 
chocolate craving.

• Dark chocolate bark: Melt 
dark chocolate and add a desired 
fruit, such as dried cranberries, 
cherries, or raisins. Enjoy a small 
piece, which will be high in an-
tioxidants, to fend off hunger 
pangs.

• String cheese: An individual 
serving of low-fat mozzarella or 
Monterey Jack string cheese of-
fers a serving of dairy and protein 
to keep you full.

• Smoothie: Whip up a smoothie 
made from protein-rich Greek yo-
gurt and some frozen fruit. Add a 
dash of fruit juice and blend. En-
joy as a meal replacement or a re-
freshing snack.

• Fruit: There’s no better snack 
than fruit. Keep a bowl of fruit or 
some homemade fruit salad on 
hand and enjoy a small portion 
when you want to fi ll up without 
consuming too many calories.

• Whole-grain crackers: Fiber-
full grain crackers can satisfy 
salty cravings as well as fi ll your 
stomach with something hearty.

You can choose among a va-
riety of healthy snacks through-
out the day. Smart snacking can 
mean reducing feelings of hunger 
and increasing the amount of nu-
trients in the body. Snacks also 
may be an integral component of 
a healthy weight-loss plan. 

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JAN. 18-24, 2013

Snacking 
doesn’t 

have to be 
unhealthy
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TL Our world-class cancer treatment 
programs help turn cancer 

patients into cancer survivors. 
One of the best regional hospitals for cancer care – 
           U.S. News & World Report 2012-2013.

            Unique “Nurse Navigator” program guides patients 
                         through every phase of treatment.

Broad range of advanced treatment options: CyberKnife® 
Radiotherapy, minimally invasive robotic surgery, leading-edge 

chemotherapy, holistic medicine and more.

Certified by American College of Surgeons 
Commission on Cancer.

Cancer Center for Kids is a national leader and the 
largest outpatient facility in Nassau County for treating 

children with cancer or blood disorders.

Extensive research studies, including basic research and 
clinical trials, provide state-of-the-art treatment options.

Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org
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Photos by Steve Solomonson

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
     In the United States 40 to 50 million people 
suffer from allergy-related illnesses.
     “The allergic condition can take on many dif-
ferent forms,” says Dr. Gadi Avshalomov, an al-
lergy specialist in Mill Basin. “Allergies may be 
present as nasal or sinus problems, asthma, ecze-
ma, hives, or even a life-threatening anaphylactic 

reaction. Now more than ever, the patient’s battle 
with allergies has to be addressed on all fronts.” 
        To ease allergic symptoms, you first need to 
get to the root of the problem. Dr. Avshalomov 
performs the highest standards of testing and di-
agnosis, right at the office. A simple skin prick 
test, which is performed by pricking the skin 
with a bit of an allergen and waiting to see if a 

hive develops, can provide the answers in about 
20 minutes, says the doctor.
       The results will reveal what specific allergens 
you are allergic to, be it dust mites, pets, pollen, 
mold or foods. Being allergic can result in condi-
tions such as chronic congestion, a runny nose, 
eczema, sinusitis, and even asthma. 
      If you suffer from seasonal allergies, the doc-
tor can ascertain what specific pollens have an 
effect on you. 
    “It’s like detective work,” says Dr. Avshalo-
mov. “You break it down to what is causing the 
problem, and formulate a treatment plan.”
       Some patients can be treated with medication. 
Others may need immunotherapy, injections with 
a bit of the allergen to “desensitize them and stop 
the allergic reaction in their bodies,” says the 
doctor. This treatment allows patients to get on 
with their lives and be part of the great outdoors. 
If you have a pet but develop an allergy to its 
dander, with injections, you may possibly be able 
to live with it again. The results are that good. 
   “The success rate is over 75 percent,” says the 
doctor.
     Often people come to him after they have tried 
a variety of over-the-counter remedies, which 
haven’t helped. Dr. Avshalomov refers to these 
medications as Band-Aids. 
   “The only effective treatment is removal of 
allergen, when possible, and desensitization (al-
lergy shots),” he says. 
     “Nothing is ever generic or one-size-fits-all. 
Everyone has a unique reaction to allergens, so 
everyone needs a unique treatment regimen.” 
Once he knows exactly what people are allergic 

to, he creates custom-made allergy shots to meet 
their specific needs. 
    There are many theories as to why allergies 
are so prevalent, says the doctor. Living in an 
urban environment, like Brooklyn, is one factor, 
he says, as we are exposed to large amounts of 
dust mites, cockroaches, mice and molds. Other 
factors include genetics, human migration, and 
hygiene. 
     Interestingly, he says that modern medicine 
has also contributed to creating some conditions. 
“Once upon a time, people with asthma used to 
die,” he says. “Now, thank God, they’re living 
full lives, but they’re passing the problem down 
to the next generation.” 
    Dr. Avshalomov is board-certified to treat 
both adults and children. He specializes in the 
treatment of asthma and allergies. As a special-
ist in immunology, he deals with all disorders of 
the immune system, including sinus infections, 
pneumonia, and bronchitis. 
   “We offer the most current, scientifically-ap-
proved treatment in the field,” he says. Most ma-
jor medical plans are accepted.
        The doctor studied medicine at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity Medical in Israel. He has done specialty 
training at North Shore Long Island Jewish Hos-
pital and at Schneider’s Children’s Hospital. In 
addition to his private practice, he is an assistant 
professor at Schneider’s Children’s Hospital.

       Dr. Avshalomov (2084 E. 67th St. in Mill 
Basin, (718) 444-8014). Open Sunday 8 am - 
noon, Monday 2:30 - 6 pm, Tuesday 3 - 7 pm, 
and Thursday 9 am - 6 pm.

If you’re bothered by allergies or asthma, 
see Dr. Avshalomov at The Center for Allergy, 

Asthma and Immunology.

Fight allergies with the help of Dr. Gadi Avshalomov

Dr. Avshalomov can perform a skin prick test 
to determine what a patient may be allergic to.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.

Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you from doing what you want to do?

            Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of the lungs. People with 
asthma have Allergic airways that cause Wheezing and 
cough in response to certain “triggers”, leading to dif-
ficulty in breathing. The airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swelling of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway muscles, and the production 
of excess mucus. This results in a reduced airflow 
in and out of the lungs.  You may be waking up at 
night coughing or wheezing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you to breath and live 
much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your body’s immune 

system to substances that usually cause no reaction in 
most individuals. Reactions can be hives, congestion, 
sneezing, coughing, sore throat, headache, and itchy 
runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal dander. For people aller-

gic to these common substances, symptoms can be 
quite bothersome. And treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies  Sinus Conditions & Asthma

Environmental Allergies  Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771 718-444-8014

Photos by Steve Solomonson
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NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS 
OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE 
IN HOME ESTIMATES

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

Quality Healthcare is a 
fully licensed and bonded home 
healthcare agency founded in 
1994.

For nearly 20 years, it has 
provided exceptional homecare 
services in the New York area. 
Every member of the field staff 
has been trained, certified, 
screened, and tested, to ensure 
the highest level of service to pa-
tients, says Shiomo Bistritzky, 
CEO. 

“We take pride in under-
standing the needs of each and 
every patient.”

Just as important, these indi-
viduals are warm and compas-
sionate, so that the homecare ex-
perience is a good one for clients 
and their families.

In addition to being trained 
to meet the physical needs of 
clients, employees are prepared 
to meet their religious and cul-
tural needs. They speak their 
languages. 

“Both our field staff and office 
staff represent various cultural 
and ethnic groups with com-

mand of numerous languages,” 
says Bistritzky. “From your ini-
tial call to Quality Healthcare, 
until your last day of service, 
someone who understands your 
special needs will be with you 
every step of the way.”

Each client is assigned a per-
sonal coordinator who becomes 
familiar with individual needs 
and preferences.

“Our mission is to provide 

quality healthcare with the most 
qualified and compassionate 
staff possible,” says Bistritzky.

Such highly personalized 
care to clients, in the comfort 
of their own homes, is designed 
to promote wellness, safety, 
and independence. Services in-
clude personal care, meal prep-
aration, grocery shopping, and 
light housekeeping as needed. 
Arrangements are flexible, and 

are based on individual needs. 
Short-term and long-term care is 
offered, and live-in home health 
aides are also available.

Home healthcare is always 
supervised by a registered nurse 
who provides a broad range of 
services, based on a thorough 
assessment of the client’s needs 
and the development of an indi-
vidualized care plan. For exam-
ple, services may include medi-
cation management, diet and 
nutrition planning, and skin 
care. If clients are diagnosed 
with diseases such as diabetes 
or dementia, plans for treatment 
will be coordinated, along with 
any orders from physicians. 

Employees are required to at-
tend special classes conducted 
by teachers of many cultures, in 
which they are taught basic tra-
ditions and guidelines that they 
must know in order to provide 
care in the best and most sensi-
tive manner. 

“Quality Healthcare under-
stands how much easier the tran-
sition to home care can be when 
communicating with someone 

who speaks your language,” says 
Bistrizky. Among the many lan-
guages spoken, both within the 
office and in the field, include 
Spanish, Creole, Chinese, Rus-
sian, Hebrew, Yiddish, Hungar-
ian, and Polish.

“Quality Healthcare is often 
able to provide care, no matter 
what the payment source is,” 
says Bistritzky. “Because the 
need for home care often neces-
sitates the need for financial 
decisions and changes within 
the family structure, Quality 
Healthcare is there to provide 
guidance and a listening ear.” 

When necessary, clients are 
referred to professionals who 
specialize in these issues and 
who can provide much-needed 
advice and assistance. 

The company services Brook-
lyn, Queens, Manhattan, Bronx, 
and Staten Island.

Quality Healthcare [3512 
Quentin Rd. between E. 35th 
and E. 36th streets in Marine 
Park, (718) 338–8500; www.
qualityny.com]. Available 24 
hours, seven days a week.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Quality healthcare in the comfort of your own home

BY PHIL NEWMAN

The MTA has ordered union officials 
to cease distributing fliers urging subway 
motormen to cut their speed as they enter 
subway stations in the name of safety, sug-
gesting it appeared more likely the union 
was trying an illegal slowdown tactic to 
improve its stance in labor negotiations.

Transport workers Union Local 100 
has been negotiating with the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority since Jan. 
15, 2012, when its contract expired.

Fliers were handed out by union offi-
cials to subway personnel during the past 
weekend advising motormen to slow down 
as they approached stations, cutting speed 
to 10 mph from 30 to 35 mph.

“Blow your horn, slow down and pro-
ceed with caution,” the literature advised, 
adding that slowing on approach to sta-
tions could contribute to preventing deaths 
in the subway.

The union literature said avoiding an 
accident “and saving yourself the emotion-
al trauma and potential loss of income that 
go with it is worth a few extra minutes on 
your trip.”

Two Elmhurst straphangers were 

killed when they were pushed onto the 
tracks in Manhattan and Sunnyside last 
month.

The MTA sent e-mails to the union 
taking issue with the union slowdown sug-
gestions.

“Any slowdowns in the system which 
results from this activity may be consid-
ered a job action,” wrote Christopher John-
son, MTA vice president of labor relations.

“Cease posting these unauthorized no-
tices,” Johnson said.

Transit officials said a slowdown in 
the subways could cause a backup through-
out the subway system.

Strikes as well as slowdowns are il-
legal under the Taylor Law, which was 
passed after the first strike in the New 
York City subways in 1966, a 12-day shut-
down headed by union leader Michael J. 
Quill, who replied to a court order to halt 
the walkout by proclaiming “the judge can 
drop dead in his black robes.”

The most recent transit strike in 2005 
resulted in heavy fines against Local 100 
as well as the loss of its checkoff  arrange-
ment, which provides that union dues are 
deducted from workers’ paychecks.

ys

TU urges drivers to slow subways 
as MTA issues a rebuke to union
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(Clockwise from above): Hugh Hayden’s 1965 Ford Mustang, with braided racing 
stripes, revs up the park in Long Island City. Artist Cui Fei’s bronze-cast grape-
vines add dynamic script to the Sculpture Park. Brent Dickinson’s multimedia instal-
lation chronicles the journey of an 18th-century gunpowder manufacturer. 

Photos courtesy Socrates Sculpture Park

Socrates Sculpture Park’s Emerging Artist Fellowship encourages sculptors to take risks 
BY ALEX PALMER

A 1965 Ford Mustang 
with braided racing stripes. 
A transparent Buddha float-
ing just off the shore in the 
East River. The Virgin Mary 
cast in bird seed. These are 
just a few of the intriguing 
works a visitor will encoun-
ter while strolling through 
Socrates Sculpture Park in 
Long Island City. They are 
part of the organization’s 
latest Emerging Artists Fel-
lowship Exhibition, an an-
nual program it holds each 

year to spotlight some of 
the most creative and com-
pelling emerging sculptors 
working.

Now in its 12th year, 
the fellowship provides art-
ists with a $5,000 commis-
sion and a residency in the 
park’s outdoor studio, in-
cluding technical support 
from the staff. Though the 
definition of “emerging” 
can vary, with some sculp-
tors as relative newbies and 
others with a long exhibi-
tion history, few if any have 
done any outdoor work on 

this scale before.
“It’s one of the most 

unique situations probably 
in the city and even in the 
country,” says John Hat-
field, executive director of 
the park at 32-05 Vernon 
Blvd. 

Also unusual is the 
level of openness to the 
creation and installation 
process. The park is open 
365 days a year, allowing 
for the public to see the pro-
gression of pieces as they 
take shape. 

“In some cases, when 

an artist is doing some-
thing very site specific in 
the landscape, the instal-
lation of the work is hap-
pening while people are 
visiting the park,” says 
Hatfield. “Invariably a dia-
logue ensues between the 
artist and the public.”

He gives the example 
of Jarrod Beck’s Quarry, a 
massive plane of charred 
wood elevated about six 
feet above ground. As Beck 
prepared the piece, many 
passersby asked about the 
material and what the final 

work would look like. They 
had to wait and see. 

This piece, as well as 
the other sculptures in the 
exhibition, also had to play 
off of the park’s setting, 
including the dazzling sky-
line just across the river.

“You have to make 
something that can stand 
up in that huge open space 
with Manhattan in the back-
ground — how do you com-
pete with that?” says Emerg-
ing Artists Fellow Ben Hall, 
a recent graduate of Colum-
bia who now lives in Detroit.

He answered that 
question by spending ev-
ery dime of his $5,000 grant 
money on plywood, creat-
ing two stacks that were 
eventually donated to the 
nonprofit group Build It 
Green. The project aimed 
to raise questions about 
how economies are created, 
and when art becomes or 
ceases to be art.

This year’s batch of 15 
sculptors hail from around 
the country and globe but is 

Continued on Page 38
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Answers in Sports

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It’s high time Queens 
had a literary voice of its 
own. With countless stories 
to tell, the borough of uber-
diversity has brought forth 
Newtown Literary, an inno-
vative semi-annual literary 
journal, showcasing a col-
lection of works by 26 local 
writers. It’s chock-full of 
deep, heartfelt pieces that 
go beyond the realm of run-
of-the-mill storytelling. 

Longtime residents 
who hail from Long Island 
City to Richmond Hill, im-
migrants, and transplants 
from other parts of the 
country make up the bevy 
of unpublished, newbie and 
established scribes, includ-
ing one short story entrant 
who writes for “CBS Eve-
ning News.” Teaming up 
with founding editor, Tim 
Fredrick, they joined cre-
ative forces and published 
the inaugural issue in No-
vember.

An Elmhurst resident, 

Fredrick said he was in-
spired by reading series 
– such as Boundless Tales 
– around the borough. 

“Readings are great 
ways to connect with your 
readers, but they are also 
ultimately temporary,” he 
said. “I thought the journal 
would be critical in creat-
ing a permanent record of 
the writing that’s happen-

ing in Queens.”
His vision: to provide 

readers with a close-up 
view of how local writers 
see life here and what it 
means to be a part of the 
most diverse area in the 
United States. 

The name “Newtown” 
was chosen because it was 
one of the original towns 
incorporated into Queens 

in 1898.
“Other New York 

City boroughs—especially 
Manhattan and Brook-
lyn—have opportunities 
for their writers to get their 
work out there,” Fredrick 
said. “We see the journal as 
a vehicle to bring Queens 
to the forefront of the New 
York City literary world. 
There’s a lot of great poetry 
and prose being written in 
this borough that just isn’t 
getting read.”

Fredrick spoke before 
dozens of guests who came 
to celebrate Newtown Liter-
ary’s launch on Dec. 14, with 
open mic readings by its 
debut writers. Members of 
the editorial board and the 
nonprofit organization that 
publishes the journal – New-
town Literary Alliance, Inc. 
– attended the event, held at 
the Waltz-Astoria, 23-14 Dit-
mars Blvd., Astoria.

Inspired by Queens’ 
trademark – diversity 
– Newtown Literary fea-
tures a sampling of many 

different voices describing 
colorful local experiences 
– urban slice of life tales, 
poems, love stories.  This 
is the stuff that readers can 
really sink their teeth into. 
Engaging pieces written by 
skilled wordsmiths, who 
combine humor, pathos, 
and passion, capture the es-
sence and the state of mind 
that is Queens. 

“We received more 
than 130 submissions and 
accepted 45 of those,” said 
Fredrick. “There were so 
many good pieces that we 
had to save some for Issue 
No. 2,” which comes out in 
May.

When he’s not work-
ing on the journal or writ-
ing short stories, Fredrick 
teaches elementary school 
at Queens Paideia School in 
Long Island City.

“I like that Queens is 
a low-key place to be,” he 
said. “I also enjoy the diver-
sity of people and experi-
ences in the borough. Being 
around so many different 

types of people enriches my 
life and my writing.”

Former TimesLedger 
Newspapers Managing Edi-
tor Ian MacFarland is fea-
tured in the journal.

“I first heard about 
the journal from a friend 
who shared an article 
about it from one of the lo-
cal papers, on Facebook,” 
said MacFarland. “There’s 
a small group of us in the 
city, who all met through 
the newspaper business and 
have been getting together 
regularly for the past year 
or so to share our creative 
writing, get feedback and 
encourage each other to do 
some personal writing, in 
addition to the work we do 
professionally.”

His piece is excerpted 
from a novel he has been 
working on for a little over 
a year. “It’s based on ideas 
that I’ve had for a while, 
but I was never able to re-
ally buckle down and start 

Continued on Page 37

Elmhurst resident Tim Fredrick wants to showcase 
the work of Queens writers through Newtown Literary. 

Photo by Tammy Scileppi

Newtown Literary book gives boro scribes a home
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PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat

working on it until I had a 
group of people to read my 
crappy first drafts and talk 
through my ideas. I think 
Newtown will be able to 
provide that kind of support 
to more people in Queens”

MacFarland pointed 
out that writing is a solitary 
activity and writers often 
need a way to connect to a 
network of people who can 
provide feedback as well as 
motivation to get the author 
to move forward.

 He said Frederick and 
the editorial board are try-
ing to establish not only a 
forum for publication but 
also the Newtown Literary 
Alliance, which will work 
to support local writing 
and writers.

 “The city looms so large 
as a cultural icon that it has 
a lot of romantic notions at-
tached to it,” MacFarland 
said. “To me, the outer bor-
oughs are the real New York 
because that’s where the 
people really live, and ev-
erything is dirty and noisy, 
and slow and expensive, 
and crowded, and generally 

ridiculous.  And nothing re-
ally makes a lot of sense.”

The submission win-
dow for Newtown Liter-
ary’s second issue, due out 
in May, is now open until 
Feb. 28.

On sale for $10 at www.
newtownliterary.org. E-

versions: $8. Published on 
amazon.com. 

Newtown Literary

91-31 Lamont Avenue 

#2D

Elmhurst, NY 11373

Continued from Page 36

Newtown 

Emerging Queens writers have a home to call 
their own with the Newtown Literay Journal. 

Image courtesy Newtown Literary Journal

ART SHOW
The Bayside Historical Society 
held an opening reception for 
the annual art show Sunday. 
(Above) Former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan chats with BHS 
President Paul DeBenedetto 
during the event. (Left) Artist 
Lisa Gindi stands beside 
her paintings, a mixed me-
dium work of acrylic paint 
and beads. Gindi derives in-
spiration for her artwork 
from fashion designs. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

8-
24

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

38

TL

The Crucible — Reserve tickets.
When: Thursdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays; Jan. 3–20
Where: Bayswater Jewish 
Center, 23-55 Healy Ave., Far 
Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-2632

Much Ado About Nothing — 
The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard Mazda 
whose Gangland Shakespeare 
trio of MacBeth, Othello and 
Julius Caesar thrilled with a 
fresh cohesive approach once 
again brings a unique style 
and concept to a beloved 
Shakespeare piece. Following 
the visceral approach to his 
Gangland series he keeps it 
down and dirty with a style 
we are calling Trash Period. 
Infl uenced by the hierarchies 
that one fi nds among the 
dispossessed, homeless and 
street dwellers, Mazda’s Much 
Ado takes us to a street strewn 
with trash where the gentle 
Leonato’s cardboard dwelling 
is the best on the street, where 
everyday objects casually 
thrown away. Echoes of the 

absurdist “Waiting for Godot” 
lead the audience to a pinpoint 
sharp and reverent language; 
the comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted 
by ‘clown techniques’ which 
draw out Shakespeare’s merry 
war between Benedick and 
Beatrice
When: Feb 14 – 17, Feb. 20 – 23 & 
Feb. 27 – March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Audition to Sing with the 
Oratorio Society of Queens 
— If you sing and would like to 
join us onstage, and look out at 
a packed house and exuberant 
audience, make plans now! 
The OSQ Spring performance 
this year will feature Puccini’s 
“Messa di Gloria.” There will 
also be special selections from 
favorite choral works that we 

all know and love, refl ecting a 
wide range of music that is the 
American choral experience.
When: Monday, Jan. 21, 7 pm
Where: Temple Beth Sholom, 
172nd Street and Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing

Queens College Choral 
Society Auditions — On May 
18, the group will perform J.S. 
Bach’s B Minor Mass, one of 
the great masterworks of all 
time. Auditions consist of basic 
singing skills — no preparation 
is necessary.
When: Wednesday, Feb. 6
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4800 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

Babich Family Owned Since 1939

Open at noon, 7 days a week

NOW OFFERING FREE LUNCH DELIVERY

 
Steak

Chicken
Veal

Seafood
Pasta
Pizza

Hamburgers

skewed heavily to New York 
City residents. A curato-
rial panel selects the artists 
from applications turned in 
by early January. Hatfield 
then makes the decisions on 
the final lineup, with an eye 
toward ensuring a dynamic 
show rather than any spe-
cific unifying theme. 

The sculptors then 
have access to the studio 
beginning in May, and 
the final exhibition opens 
in September and runs 
through March.  

Not only does this 
residency allow for inter-
action between the artist 
and the public, but also for 
exchanges between the art-
ists themselves. 

“Artists tend to be so-
cial creatures, so as things 
went on, we wound up get-
ting to know each other and 
built a range of relation-
ships,” says exhibitor Brent 
Everett Dickinson, who did 
much of the preliminary as-
sembly of his piece outside 
of the park before spending 

about three weeks complet-
ing it at the studio.

Dickinson’s multi-
media installation features 
a pulpit that emanates 
bird squawks from hidden 
speakers. It draws inspi-
ration from the story of 
an 18th-century gunpow-
der manufacturer named 
Adonijah Peacock, creating 
abstract allusions to theol-
ogy, etymology, and Dickin-
son’s own hometown, where 
Peacock is buried.  

Of course, such public 
exposure for the sculptures 
can create challenges as 
well, and the park works 
with the artists to make 
sure their pieces are in-
stalled securely. Briarwood, 
Queens-based artist Cui Fei 
had to rethink the structure 
of her piece — bronze casts 
of grapevines in the shape 
of Chinese manuscript — 
to ensure it would be able 
to withstand the curious 
hands of park visitors. 

“At the beginning I 
didn’t really have a base, 
and just put the characters 

on crushed stone, but with 
lots of kids playing in the 
park, they might grab the 
stones and throw it, so we 
made a more permanent 
base out of cement,” says 
Cui. “The cement was new 

to us, and the conditions of 
working outside were much 
harder, but the experience 
was rewarding.”

The decision proved a 
wise one, as this past fall, it 
wasn’t just kids the sculp-

ture had to withstand, but 
Hurricane Sandy. Thanks 
to the caution and advice the 
park’s team had given the 
artists, only one sculpture 
was blown down in the storm 
(the steel crown sculpture by 

Melissa Calderon), though it 
was easily reassembled. 

More details about this 
year’s exhibit, including 
the park’s first-ever e-cat-
alog, can be found at www.
socratessculpturepark.org.

Continued from Page 35

Socrates Sculpture

Visitors can watch the artwork take shape, a unique feature of the Sculpture Park. Photo courtesy Socrates Sculpture Park
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71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

Story time — Each week 
children enjoy a selection from 
a different author.
When: Wednesdays, 11 am; 
through Jan. 30
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Scientifi cally Speaking/
Winter Snow Globes — Pre-
register. Ages 9 and up. Nature 
hike, animals, learn about 
weights and measures.
When: Jan. 26, 1 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

“The Bee Movie” — The 
voices of Jerry Seinfeld, 
Renée Zellweger and Matthew 
Broderick join together to 
make this little movie about a 

rebellious bee into a bit hit.
When: Jan. 26, 1 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888; www.
movingimage.us

CONCERTS

Classical Music — Momenta 
Quartet with Guest Min Xiao Fen 
- Praised by the NY Times for its 
“focused, fl uid performance” 
and by Sequenza 21 for its “fi re, 
fantasy, and absolute musical 
commitment,” the Momenta 
Quartet’s concert at Flushing 
Town Hall will feature an 
afternoon of Debussy, a quartet 
by Jason Hwang, and a Tan Dun 
pipa concerto by special guest, 
acclaimed pipa virtuoso Min 
Xiao Fen.
When: Sunday, Feb. 3, 3pm
Cost: $15/$10 members, seniors 
and students with ID
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

EVENTS

Guilty Pleasures Burlesque 

presents One-Hit Wonders — 
Featuring burlesque by
The Great Nudini, Tess Truehart, 
and Carole Climax, musical 
talents Elvis Bakaitis, Audrey 
Bloom with host George 
Flanagan and DJ Chewymusic. 
Kittening by Dolly Debutante, 
storytelling by Peter Aguero and 
comedy by Stephanie Holmes. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 26, 10:30 pm
Cost: $10
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm

28.  Err
29.  Vision-related
31.  Hairpin turn, e.g.
32.  Fortuneteller's card
33.  Worries
36.  Olympian Apolo
 Anton _____
39.  Quilter's need
40.  Always, poetically
43.  Inane
45.  Developed, as a
 neighborhood
47.  Medicinal amount
49.  Frat letter
52.  Joker or ace
53.  Antioxidant berry
54.  Enters a political
 contest
55.  In awe
56.  Sad
57.  Tennis units
58.  Echelon
59.  Midterm, for one
61.  Wink's companion

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers
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By Pete Canty 

Intelligence First

Across
1.  Hoarse talk
5.  Like the Capitol
10.  Icelandic epic
14.  High point
15.  Overhead
16.  Gehrig and Brock
17.  Golf  hazard
18.  Sarcastic comments
20.  Treacherous types
22.  Ease
23.  Perfect score, often
24.  Abbr. on a lease
25.  Latte relative
30.  Belt targets
34.  Flu-like
35.  Rover's brand
37.  Apple messaging
 program
38.  _____Paolo, Brazil
39.  Not one or the other
41.  Exist
42.  Bert's companion
44.  Long (for)
45.  Sweat spot
46.  Like a tomato
48.  Turns bad
50.  Wedding words
51.  Popular fruit drink
52.  Holiday songs
55.  Unquestionable
60.  Divergence less than
 90 degrees
62.  Cereal "for kids"
63.  Hindu princess
64.  Leave the house
65.  Iris holder
66.  Computer insert
67.  Barely beats
68.  Salon offering

Down
1.  "Phooey!"
2.  Farm unit
3.  Modern  
 communication device
4.  Spicy, in a way
5.  First light
6.  Passing remarks?
7.  Trunk growth
8.  Cain raiser?
9.  Make less threatening,  
 as a cat
10.  Stretchy
11.  Holliday and Gooden,  
 informally
12.  Perennial hoops
 powerhouse
13.  PGA part
19.  Fix
21.  Memphis-to-
 Nashville dir.
25.  Lets up
26.  Close call
27.  Ed.'s request

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ETCHED IN STONE
P E P S I A S N A P C A N
C R E A M R I A T A U S O
P O N D S K I P P E R R P M

S O I S E E D O L E S
E N G A R D E O O H I N G
F O R C E S L E N N O N
I S A K N A N C E G P A
L A V S P O T T E D N A M
E Y E P A G E S B E N E

M A A L O X S H R E D S
S E A N C E O N E I D A S
C A R T E I N F A N T
A R K B I T O F G R A V E L
R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S

Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Subjective Histories of 
Sculpture: Martin Kersels 
— This year, Martin Kersels, 
Agnieszka Kurant, and Allison 
Smith have been invited to 
present their own take on 
art history and consider the 

thematic focus of thingness. 
Utilizing sculpture as a point 
of departure and source of 
inspiration, they explore the 
material conditions of our lives. 
In collaboration with the Vera 
List Center for Art and Politics 
at The New School, this program 
furthers our exploration of how 
contemporary artists think about 
sculpture, its history, legacies, 
and potential for innovation.
When: Jan. 28, 7 – 9 pm

Where: Sculpture Center, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Spacewar! — The exhibition 
looks at the fi rst 50 years of 
video games through the lens of 
Spacewar!, its development, and 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
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Candace - Class of ’15

Health Promotion & Science Major

SFC . eduS

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Powerful programs and opportunities for learning

through amazing internships in New York City.

SPRING SEMESTER: Begins Jan. 22nd - APPLY TODAY!

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Tallies are in for the 

first round of campaign fil-
ings for the Queens borough 
president race, though the 
city’s public financing pro-
gram is designed to even 
the playing field between 
the haves and have-nots.

Some of the candidates 
barely raked in any cash 
and others boasted a seven-
figure war chest, according 
to the most 
recent fil-
ings with 
the city 
Campaign 
Finance Board.

The Democratic field 
includes state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), City 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie, Director of Community 
Boards Barry Grodenchik, 
former Councilwoman Me-
linda Katz, Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria).

Avella, who was recent-
ly re-elected to his Senate 
post in November, raised 
the least amount out of the 
five hopefuls, bringing in 
$6,857 by the first filing 
deadline of Jan. 15, accord-
ing to the board. He is set to 
hold his first fund-raiser in 
late January. Many of the 
donations came from re-
tired contributors and from 
the neighborhood of North 
Flushing.

Contributions came 
in from Henry Euler, of the 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association; activist Ben 
Haber, an urban planner; 
and Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners Association 
President Janet McCreesh.

Comrie’s filing was not 
available by press time.

Grodenchik pulled in 
$56,773, according to filings 
with the board. Groden-
chik, who recently stepped 
down as deputy borough 
president to raise money, 
has held two fund-raisers.

One was at the Young 
Israel of Jamaica Estates, 
and the other was an event 

for the Chinese community 
in downtown Flushing. 
He received contributions 
from Community Board 7 
Vice Chairman Chuck Ape-
lian, Queens Clerk Audrey 
Pheffer and Daniel Zaus-
ner, managing director of 
the United States Tennis 
Association National Ten-
nis Center.

Peralta, who was re-
elected to his Senate seat 
about two months ago, has 
about $134,680 in his cof-
fers, according to the board. 
He pulled in contributions 
from several unions, in-
cluding the Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association 
and the Police Captain’s 
Endowment Fund. He also 
received many donations 
from the neighborhoods he 
represents. New York Mets 
and Sterling Equities own-
er Jeff Wilpon also chipped 
in some cash.

Katz raised $280,844, 
according to the board. 
Katz, who stepped down 
from her lobbying posi-
tion at Greenberg Traurig 
in November, held a fund-
raiser in October. Some of 
her contributors included 
Bruce Bendell of Unisphere 
Inc., unions including Lo-
cal 338 RWDSU/UFCW, 
numerous donations from 
Forest Hills and Repub-
lican mayoral candidate 

John Catsimatidis.
Vallone has raised 

about $1 million, but dona-
tions to his account date 
back to 2007, according to 
the board. Vallone, who 
is term-limited out of his 
Council seat, said he ap-
proached the maximum 
funding over the summer 
and decided to take a break 
from asking for contribu-
tions.

“We are humbled to 
have had such tremendous 
financial support from the 
people of Queens for my 
candidacy for [borough 
president] that we were al-
most fully funded by last 
summer and were able to 
suspend our fundraising 
efforts for this cycle and 
could concentrate on put-
ting a great team together 
and discussing issues 
throughout the borough,” 
he said.

The board’s public 
matching program chips 
in $6 for every $1 given by a 
New York City resident up 
to $175. Borough president 
candidates can get match-
ing funds up to $795,300, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

Boro president hopefuls
fi le fi nancial disclosures

Borough president candidates include state Sen. Tony Avella (clock-
wise from top l.) Councilman Leroy Comrie, Director of Community 
Boards Barry Grodenchik, former Councilwoman Melinda Katz, 
state Sen. Jose Peralta and Councilman Peter Vallone Jr.
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Hurricane Sandy shut-
tered the doors of an eclec-
tic Rockaway gift shop, but 
the owners want customers 
to know they are back and 
ready for business.

The Blue Bungalow, 
in storm-torn Rockaway 
Beach at 165 Beach 116th 
St., closed for about a month 
following Sandy’s wrath 
and at one point owners 
fretted that shoppers would 
ditch the peninsula, leav-
ing them scrabbling to keep 
the doors open.

“We reopened on Black 
Friday and we were a little 
worried because half of 
Rockaway is not here,” said 
Liz Smith Breslin, who 
founded The Blue Bunga-
low with co-owner Jeanne 
Andrews Jamin in 2007. 
“The goal was always to get 
back and to get people in 
here. We wanted to get back 
to normal and help people 
escape a little bit.”

The Blue Bungalow 
boasts unique items for 
all occasions, from wed-
ding showers to birthdays 
to heartwarming just-be-
cause gifts. The owners de-
scribe their store as a chic 
hideaway where people can 

escape from everyday life 
— where one can get lost 
in the smell of a fragrant 
candle or the sparkle of 
new jewelry or handmade 
beach-themed decor.

One of the most popu-
lar items at the store is its 
distinctive beach writing 
prints. These pictures, 
which can be personalized, 
are gorgeous photographs 

taken by Breslin of words 
written in the sand next to 
a perfect white wash wave. 
The purveyors also offer 
beach accents — wonderful 
items that can transform 

any apartment into a bun-
galow by the sea.

“What makes The Blue 
Bungalow very different is 
that we make a lot of the 
products ourselves,” said 
Breslin. “If you are looking 
for something personalized 
and original, you are going 
to find it here.”

A sense of originality 
permeates the Rockaways.  
It is a quaint beach town ex-
isting in a laid-back atmo-
sphere while a bustling city 
life sits nearby. That life-
style was threatened — and 
in some cases, destroyed — 
when the superstorm blew 
into town in late October. 
Both Breslin and Jamin 
lost homes in the Rock-
aways, the place that so 
many of their friends and 
family also call home.

“After the storm, peo-
ple were walking around 
like there was a war and 
they just survived,” said 
Breslin. “Everybody lost 
something.”

Breslin lost a basement 
full of cameras and other 
photography equipment, 
but she also lost something 
far more irreplaceable: 
days after the storm, her fa-
ther died. She believes the 
sight of all the destruction 

was just too much for his 
heart to take.

The next day, Breslin 
stepped out into the neigh-
borhood and snapped pho-
tos while trying to make 
sense of it all.

“There’s a grieving 
process that everyone had 
to go through — mine was 
very personal,” she said. 
“But you have to take those 
steps.”

The Blue Bungalow 
took those first steps to-
ward recovery, opening its 
doors and allowing resi-
dents to come in and talk 
about the devastation that 
swept through the area. 
Breslin said a lot of people 
just needed to be heard and 
they can get some gifts for 
others and maybe even a 
little something for them-
selves.

It is a step toward nor-
malcy that The Blue Bun-
galow wants to take with 
the community.

“We are a very resil-
ient community,” she said. 
“We’ll fight hard and come 
back bigger and better.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Blue Bungalow brings biz back to Rockaway
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sures without adequately 
verifying the paperwork.

The probe, however, 
was cut short due to cost 
overruns, and instead of 
compensating borrowers 
on a case-by-case basis the 
office will use what it called 
a “broader framework” to 
deliver relief more quickly.

“We have learned a 
great deal from the reviews 
that have been conducted 
to date. However, it has be-
come clear that carrying 
the process through to its 
conclusion would divert 
money away from the im-
pacted homeowners and 
also needlessly delay the 
dispensation of compensa-
tion to affected borrowers,” 
Comptroller of the Curren-
cy Thomas Curry said in a 
statement Jan. 7. “Our new 
course of action will get 
more money to more people 
more quickly, and it will 
speed recovery in the na-
tion’s housing markets.”

“When we began the 
Independent Foreclosure 
Review, the OCC pledged 

to fix what was broken, 
identify who was harmed, 
and compensate them for 
that injury. While today’s 
announcement represents 
a significant change in 
direction, it meets those 
original objectives by en-
suring that consumers are 
the ones who will benefit, 
and that they will benefit 
more quickly and in a more 
direct manner,” he added.

The New York Times 
reported last week that the 
investigation was farmed 
out to contractors hired by 
the banks, and a critical 
flaw was that employees 
were encouraged to mini-
mize the number of flawed 
foreclosures.

The comptroller’s of-
fice announced $3.3 billion 
will be made in the form of 
direct payments to eligible 
borrowers through a pay-
ment agent and $5.2 billion 
will be set aside for other 
assistance such as loan 
modifications and deficien-
cy-judgment forgiveness 
for borrowers who were 
in foreclosure in 2009 and 
2010.

According to the real 
estate website property-

shark.com, 2,258 residen-
tial properties in Queens 
were foreclosed on in 2009 
and another 1,413 proper-
ties in 2010.

The years 2009 and 
2010 were some of the worst 
for Queens homeowners. In 
2008, foreclosures hit their 
peak at 2,359, almost four 
times as the next borough, 
Staten Island. As new regu-
lations came into effect, 
foreclosure underwent a 
steep decline to just under 
400 in 2011, but the number 
of delinquent mortgages 
continued to rise.

According to property-
shark.com, 2012 represent-
ed a seven-year low for the 
borough, with just 358 fore-
closures, down 85 percent 
from the peak in 2008.

In October, the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development put a 
90-day moratorium on fore-
closures of Federal Housing 
Administration-insured 
mortgages for homes affect-
ed by Superstorm Sandy.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Foreclose
challenges to the 911 and 
311 systems and other is-
sues to Deputy Mayor Cass 
Holloway and city Office of 
Emergency Management 
Commissioner Joseph Bru-
no, who testified about the 
city response to Sandy and 
laid out a detailed time line 
of the administration’s ef-
forts.

Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) said 
he had heard from many 
people who said they wait-
ed days before they saw 
FEMA or the Red Cross af-
ter the hurricane and ques-
tioned why it took the city 
until the Thursday after 

the storm to set up a central 
relief site and supply distri-
bution point at Floyd Ben-
nett Field in Brooklyn.

“Why’d it take so long 
to get any sort of organized 
government relief effort to 
these people who needed 
it?” he asked.

Holloway acknowl-
edged that it did take lon-
ger to mobilize some of 
the city’s larger and more 
sustained efforts and that 
it did not meet every need 
of every person, but he re-
jected Vallone’s assertion 
that resources were not im-
mediately deployed.

“It’s just not the case 
that there weren’t govern-
ment resources on the 
ground until Thursday,” he 
said.

A portion of the hear-
ing was also devoted to the 
large number of people who 
did not heed the city’s man-
datory evacuation order for 
Zone A and how the city 
could better locate and help 
people with special needs 
in the evacuation area.

Holloway said it was 
important to identify how 
to encourage people to fol-
low evacuation orders, 
pointing out that 80 percent 
of the people killed in the 
storm in the city drowned 
and presumably could have 
been saved if they had relo-
cated.

“How do you get people 
to leave?” he said.

He said a potential 
reason some people did not 
evacuate is because they 
were not  worried about 
Hurricane Sandy after the 
warnings about Hurricane 
Irene in 2011 were over-
blown.

“Irene worked against 
us in this evacuation,” 
Quinn agreed, and suggest-
ed the city try to collect in-
formation from those who 
did not evacuate to under-
stand better their reasons 
for staying.

Continued from Page 1

Hearing

A police car drives down Rockaway Beach Boulevard.
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where they’re nevertheless 
providing safe, reliable bus 
service. But if you tell a lie 
long enough, maybe some 
people will believe it.”

Most students sur-
vived the first day with-
out their school buses, the 
Department of Education 
said, but not those with 
special needs. According 
to Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott, attendance 
dipped less than 1 percent. 
But the biggest drop came 
from District 75, where 25 
percent of special needs 
students did not report to 

school, he said.
The strike affects 

more than 152,000 stu-
dents, 54,000 of whom have 
disabilities and require 
special transportation ar-
rangements, Walcott said.

According to 
Bloomberg, there are 7,700 
yellow school bus routes in 
the city and about 11 per-
cent of the city’s 1.35 mil-
lion public and private stu-
dents were affected by the 
strike. The remaining 1.2 
million students still had 
bus service as their drivers 
were either represented by 
other unions or were non-
union workers and their 
contracts were not up for 
renewal, Bloomberg said.

In Astoria, about 

two dozen drivers and es-
corts picketed in front of 
Rainbow, Citywide and 
All American bus compa-
nies Wednesday morning. 
Workers estimated that 
more than 600 people were 
employed at the site.

Willie Mae Thomas of 
Queens Village has worked 
as a bus driver for 19 years  
and picketed with several 
others in the rain.

“We have to get [stu-
dents] to school safe and 
home safe,” Thomas said. 
“Our job protection is very 
important to us.”

Walcott said city 
schools have taken several 
precautions to help ease 
the commuting troubles of 
students, such as provid-

ing them and their parents 
with free MetroCards and 
reimbursing auto travel.

New York City spends 
roughly $1.1 billion, or 
$6,900 per student, each 
year on buses — the highest 
in the country. Los Angeles 
spends the second-most 
with $3,100 per student.

According to 
Bloomberg, the city paid 
$100 million per student 
in 1979, the last time the 
union’s contract was re-
newed after another strike 
lasted about three months.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

immigrants come from 
such varied backgrounds 
and the organizations help 
establish trust and tailor 
the library to each commu-
nity.

“For instance, some 
groups may need or want 
more programs in their 
language about home own-
ership in the U.S. because 
the banking system in the 
home country is very dif-
ferent. Other groups un-
derstand mortgages but 

come from a place where 
all university education is 
free, so they need programs 
on how to finance a col-
lege education,” she said. 
“If you came from a place 
with fully socialized medi-
cine, would you know how 
to find affordable medical 
care in New York? We serve 
so many people whose in-
formation needs are so dif-
ferent from one another.”

While the library has 
succeeded in its outreach 
efforts, it has done so in 
spite of the tenuous way it 
receives funding, accord-
ing to the center’s report.

Unlike the Columbus, 

Ohio, library system — 
which is funded through a 
property-tax levy — New 
York’s three libraries are 
independent, nonprofits 
that face steep budget cuts 
each year.

The Queens library 
has seen a $17.5 million 
reduction in city funding 
since 2008, which has cor-
responded to a drop in its 
acquisition budget and cir-
culation.

It has also forced the li-
brary to cut hours. The bor-
ough’s libraries are open 
an average of 42.3 hours 
a week, ranking Queens 
20th out of 25 large urban 

library systems.
“Even the Detroit pub-

lic library system stays 
open longer,” the report 
said.

The report concluded 
with several recommenda-
tions to increase funding 
for libraries, such as base-
lining them in the city’s 
budget and changing state 
laws that would allow li-
braries to receive job readi-
ness funds for adult literacy 
programs.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

stroyed in the storm.
House officials ap-

proved a $9.7 million relief 
bill Jan. 3 to enable FEMA 
to pay out claims to those 
victims who have federal 
flood insurance.

As for how to distrib-
ute the relief funds, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) said the aid 
must have no conditions or 
strings attached to it by any 
government authority so it 

can go to the people, busi-
ness owners, schools, hos-
pitals and religious institu-
tions that need it most.

“I am optimistic that 
once the U.S. Senate votes 
to approve the Sandy re-
lief next week, the elected 
officials and residents can 
work together to identify 
areas requiring assistance 
and get the funds there in a 
quick manner without jeop-
ardizing transparency and 
accountability,” he said.

could have taken a step to-
ward strengthening mental 
health reporting and focus-
ing on criminals, they opt-
ed for trampling the rights 
of law-abiding gun owners 
in New York, and they did 
it under a veil of secrecy in 
the dark of night.”

The act creates a state 
database of mental health 
records that are currently 
sent into a federal database, 
but mental health profes-
sionals are not held liable 
for refusing to submit such 
information.

The act also requires 

suspension of licenses for 
those to be deemed men-
tally ill and says such a 
person’s firearm “will then 
be removed,” but Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said it 
was not clear just exactly 
how that would happen.

“I still think there are 
details that need to come 
out of the framework,” he 
said. “It gets into not only a 
constitutional but a human 
rights issue, and there’s go-
ing to be an ongoing discus-
sion about how parts of the 
law are implemented and 
do we need to go further.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

the task force’s recommen-
dations led to the estab-
lishment of NYC ExStat, 
a team of representatives 
from various city, state 
and federal agencies who 
will work together to col-
lect data on prescription 
painkiller abuse. The task 
force hopes to roll out more 
initiatives in the future.

The mayor said this 
became a concern because 
emergency department 
visits tied to painkillers 
grew by 143 percent from 
2004-10. Of unintentional 
drug overdose deaths, 
prescription painkillers 
were involved in 32 per-
cent. Bloomberg said some 
addicts have also held up 
drugstores for drugs, mak-

ing the issue one of public 
safety.

“This epidemic has 
great potential for vio-
lence,” said Special Nar-
cotics Prosecutor Bridget 
Brennan.

In response to ques-
tions over whether the 
new guidelines could pre-
vent patients who genuine-
ly need painkillers from 
getting them, Bloomberg 
said right now the prob-
lem is too many people are 
receiving painkillers, not 
too few.

“There will be no 
chance that patients who 
need painkillers will not 
get painkillers,” Wilson 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

fraction of what it lost and 
there are more repairs yet 
to be done.

Some elected officials 
are trying to lift the barri-
er to FEMA aid for houses 
of worship. U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) tried 
to attach an amendment 
to the Hurricane Sandy 
relief package that would 
allow houses of worship 

to receive FEMA grants, 
although it ultimately was 
not attached to the bill. 
“Hurricane Sandy wreaked 
havoc upon our region and 
severely damaged many 
houses of worship that are 
now in desperate need of 
repair or are struggling to 
reopen,” said Meng.

A representative for 
Meng said she is exploring 
other legislation and will 
be reaching out to FEMA 
as well.

State Sen. Joseph Add-

abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
also said he thought provid-
ing FEMA aid for houses of 
worship was important. 
He pointed out that many 
churches, temples and oth-
er religious buildings often 
provide space for civic gath-
erings or purposes that are 
non-religious in nature.

“I feel very comfort-
able using these federal 
dollars for these religious 
communities because it 
benefits the entire commu-
nity,” he said.

But Mason said even 
if the rules were amended 
so houses of worship could 
receive FEMA aid, it might 
not make a difference for 
her preschool, which she 
fears could be passed over 
for help because it is up and 
running and therefore in 
better shape than several 
other area houses of wor-
ship.

“Just because it gets 
passed doesn’t mean it’s go-
ing to help us,” she said.

He said the fact that 
the conversation around 
Newtown, Conn., shooter 

Adam Lanza focused on his 
mental health status con-
trasted with the language 
of “savages” and “animals” 
used to describe inner-city 
youth.

He was joined by 

Councilmen Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) as 
well as hip-hop mogul Rus-
sel Simmons in launching 
Peace Week, which honors 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s 

spirit of non-violence.
Peace Week runs 

through Feb. 1 and features 
events throughout the city, 
such as a festival at the 
Child Center of NY in South 
Ozone Park Jan. 21.

Continued from Page 4

Strike

Continued from Page 4

Libraries

Continued from Page 5
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Continued from Page 9

Peace
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888 293 8472 
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

cl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All Adv. vehicles re
t $16 262 60 V t1 $7308 t2 $6300 t3 $5292 h t $14

all costs to be paid b a cons mer e cept lic reg & ta es All Ad ehicles

MileaBuickGMC.com

2010 BUICK 
LACROSSE CXL ....................Buy For $22,588
Stk #8064U, 4 dr, 6 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/heated and cooled 
leather seats/sunroof, tilt, cruise, AM/FM Stereo/CD, navi, alloy wheels. 
23k mi. GM Certified †

2012 CHEVY 
CAPTIVA AWD LTZ ............Buy For $23,588
Stk #8098U, 5 dr, 4 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/heated leather 
seats, tilt, cruise, A/C, XM Radio/CD, OnStar, tilt, cruise, chrome wheels. 
16k mi. GM Certified †

2010 CHEVY 
TRAVERSE AWD LT ..........Buy For $23,588
Stk #8099U, 5 dr, 6 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr, cloth interior, tilt, 
cruise, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, 8 passenger, alloy wheels.  
39K mi. GM Certified †

2009 BUICK 
ENCLAVE AWD CXL. ......Buy For $32,588
Stk #8137U, 5 dr, 8 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/sunroof/heated and 
cooled leather seats, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, 19” chrome wheels, 7 
pass. 19K mi. GM Certified †

QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

4dr, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/ locks/mirrors, 
A/C, XMRadio/CD, rear 
view camera, OnStar 
w/turn-by-turn navi, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
keyless entry, alloys. 
Stk#13064B, MSRP 
$23,965.

4dr, auto, power 
steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/seats, A/C, 
XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/
turn-by-turn navi, remote 
start, keyless entry, tilt 
wheel, cruise control, 
Bluetooth. Stk#13064B. 
MSRP $32,535.

NEW 2013 BUICK VERANO NEW 2013 BUICK LACROSSE
4dr, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/ locks/mirrors/ 
seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, 
OnStar w/turn-by-turn 
navi, Bluetooth, fog lamps, 
tilt, cruise, remote keyless 
entry, alloys, rear view 
camera. Stk#13021,  
MSRP $26,660.

NEW 2013 GMC TERRAIN

Choose the best 
lease option for you.

2013 BW 2001201301313 BUUIBUICUICCKICKCK LLLAACACRACROCROSROSOSSSSSS EEESS NEW 2013 GNEEWNEWEW 2001201301313 GMMGMMCCMM TTEERERRERRARRRATTTTT

0%APR 
for 72 Mos. 

Available§

Come see the All-New 
'13 Acadia & Enclave

$0 DOWN=
$285* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. $0 DOWN=
$225* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. $0 DOWN=
$203* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. 

$257* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$197* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$175* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$229* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

$169* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

$147* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

auto, pw
/ i d/ l

dr, auto, p
/ABS/

4dr, auto, pwr ste
ABS/wind/ locks/

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

the endorsement of the El-
mer H. Blackburne Demo-
cratic Club, and Sanders’ 
former chief of staff, Mi-
chael Duncan ($22,000).

Those kinds of cam-
paign bucks only qualify as 
second-tier, however, com-
pared to Donovan Richards, 
who took over as Sanders’ 
chief of staff in 2009 after 
a falling out between the 
councilman and Duncan.

Richards has raised 
close to $69,000 and, on top 
of the nod from his boss, 
has picked up endorsements 
from the Working Families 
Party and the United Food 
and Commercial Workers 
Local 1500.

Earnest Flowers, a 
community liaison in 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough’s (D-St. 
Albans) office has raised 
about $9,000, which puts 
him on par with Pesach 

Osina, a staffer in Assem-
blyman Phillip Goldfeder’s 
(D-Ozone Park) office, who 
pulled in just shy of $8,000.

Saywalah Kesselly, 
president of the African 
Center for Community, has 
filed as a small campaign, 
according to a spokesman 
with the finance board, 
meaning he does not have 
to itemize if his contribu-
tions and expenditures add 
up to less than $8,250.

Community Board 8 
District Manager Marie 
Adam-Ovide did not file 
with the board, the spokes-
man said.

It can take up to nine 
days for the BOE to clear a 
candidate’s signatures and 
put his or her name on the 
ballot. Whoever wins next 
month’s election will serve 
out the rest of Sanders’ 
term until Dec. 31.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 2

Council

Newly sworn-in U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Bay-
side) will serve on the House 
of Representatives Foreign 
Affairs Committee.

“I am privileged and 
honored to have been 
awarded a spot on one of 
the most important and in-
fluential committees in the 
House of Representatives,” 
Meng said. “For most 
members of Congress, for-
eign affairs is an interna-
tional subject. But here in 
Queens, foreign affairs is a 
local issue. The borough is 
a snapshot of the world .... 
I look forward to tackling 
the many international 
issues important to the 
people of Queens, including 
further strengthening our 
relationship with vital U.S. 
allies Israel, South Korea 
and India.”

The panel is responsi-
ble for oversight and legisla-
tion related to the U.S. State 
and Defense departments, 
foreign aid, peacekeeping 
missions and arms control, 

according to the House 
website. The committee 
basically helps determine 
America’s foreign policy 
toward nations around the 
world, according to Meng’s 
office.

Meng was appointed to 
the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee by the House Demo-
cratic Caucus, according to 
her office, while subcom-
mittee assignments were 
expected this week.

Meng was appointed to 
the House Small Business 
Committee last month, ac-
cording to her office.

— Joe Anuta

House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) swears in Rep. Grace Meng in Washington. 
Photo courtesy Grace Meng

Meng gets committee assignments
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Have a great photo of your pet?
submit your picture to our

Queens Critters 
Contest

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@
gmail.com.  Please include your full name, the neighborhood where 
you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending a photo, you 
acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and 
otherwise in accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may 
be included in an on-line gallery on the www.TimesLedger.com 
website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo 
to be published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that 
violate our Terms of Use will not be accepted or considered for 
publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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Queens teams dominated the 
Catholic High School Athletic Asso-
ciation and made history in the Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League.

Archbishop Molloy won its first 
intersectional city title since 2009 
and Monsignor McClancy took home 
a second-straight Class A crown. 
Aviation made a Cinderella run 
to the ‘A’ city title game. St. 
Francis Prep, Christ the 
King and John Adams 
each had strong seasons.

Here are those se-
lected as the borough’s 
best:

A l l -

Q u e e n s 

Boys’ Soccer 

Player of the 

Year: Denes 

Kostel, Arch-

bishop Molloy

The Stan-
ners are a 
team based on 
defense, but in 
order to win that way, 
you need a clutch goal 
scorer and threat. Kostel, the 
coach’s son, provided just that. 
He scored two second half goals 
to seal the division title against 
Christ the King and scored the 
winner versus rival St. Francis 
Prep.

All-Queens Boys’ Soccer 

Coach of the Year: Mario 

Cotumaccio, Aviation

Cotumaccio embraced his 
team’s role as the underdog 
and motivated them to believe 
through a run to the school’s 
first PSAL Class A final 
berth. The No. 19-seeded 
Flyers placed third in 
Queens A West, but Co-
tumaccio brought it all 

together at the right time.
All-Queens First Team

F Ousmane Barry, Aviation
The super sophomore 

was a catalyst 
for the Avia-
tion offense. 
Barry netted 
13 goals and 
dished out 
eight assists. 

It was a taste 
of the player he 

can become.
M Calog-

ero Curcuru, 
Christ the 
King

Curcuru 
is one of the 

city’s most 
skilled players 

with the ball at his 
feet. The senior 
scored seven goals 
and had assists 
and helped turn 
the CK program 

around.

D Rupert Jones, John 
Adams

Coach Alex Navarette 
gave high praise and respon-
sibility to Jones. He was domi-
nant in the back and given the 

green light to push up and spark the 
Spartans’ offense.

M Kevin Londono, Bayside
The senior was a controlling 

force for Bayside at midfield. He 
scored five goals and had five assists 
and always showed toughness.

F Nick Matusewicz, Archbishop 
Molloy

Matusewicz continued his trend 
as being a big-time goal scorer. The 
senior had the winners during the 
regular season against Christ the 
King and Fordham Prep.

M Eric Mirkov, St. Francis Prep
The senior was the quarterback 

of the Terriers’ powerful offense 
at midfield. He had three goals and 
eight assists to help SFP reach the 
semifinals.

M Joey Misfud, Monsignor, Mc-
Clancy

The super-sophomore played 
beyond his years. Misfud was a cre-
ative and prolific scorer, including a 
hat trick in the semifinals.

D Chris Mouzakitis, Archbishop 
Molloy Sr.

The Stanners were known for 
their stingy defense 

and Mouzakitis was 
the leader on that 
side of the ball. On the 

seniors’ watch Molloy 
had 13 shutouts and a city 

title.
D Anthony Scarallo, St. 

Francis Prep
The SFP defense could be 

overlooked behind its strong offense. 
Scarallo, though, was easy to notice. 
His speed and smarts made him a 
force on defense.

GK George Vlahakis, Aviation
The senior keeper helped Avia-

tion reach the PSAL ‘A’ final. There 
he made multiple tough saves to keep 
his team in the game against Martin 
Luther King Jr.

F Charlie Yang, Francis Lewis
Francis Lewis captured another 

division title behind Yang. The se-
nior scored 21 goals and dished out 
15 assists for his finest season.

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY ROB ABRUZZESE
 
Holy Cross Coach 

Tom Marchesini knows 
his team is inexperi-
enced. He also under-
stands patience often 
pays off with that type 
of group, especially with 
star sophomore Jermaine 
Bishop.

Marchesini said he 
has had people tell him 
to sit Bishop as he goes 
through growing pains. 
The coach would rather 
the talented combo guard 
live and learn.

“He played the two 
last year on the fresh-
man team so we’re asking 
him to do a lot and never 
once have I thought he’s 
been overwhelmed yet,” 
Marchesini said.

Bishop played like a 
veteran down the stretch 
of the Holy Cross boys’ 
basketball team’s 70-65 
road victory of rival St. 
Francis Prep in the Battle 
of the Boulevard Friday 
night. His baseline layup 
put the Knights ahead 
for good at 41-39 and his 
three-pointers crushed 
the Terriers’ spirits late 
in the third quarter. He 
was poised and aggres-

sive in a 27-point perfor-
mance to help snap his 
team’s skid.

“It’s a big game, Bat-
tle of the Boulevard, rival-
ry, plus we’re coming off a 
two-game losing streak,” 
Bishop said. “This is a 
good win for us.”

St. Francis Prep (3-
10) took a 37-32 lead into 
halftime, thanks to 17 
first half points by junior 
Michael Fields. Marchesi-
ni countered by putting 
Joshua Wallace, whom 
he considers his best de-
fensive player, on Fields. 
He quickly shut Fields 
down and the Knights 
(8-5) opened up the third 
quarter on a 14-2 run to go 
up 46-39.

“We had to win this 
game,” Cross guard Ter-
rell Williams said. “We 
made plays down the 
stretch of the game and 
we made sure we were 
locked in on defense.”

Bishop took over af-
ter the break, going on 
a personal 7-0 run. His 
three-pointer from the left 
corner put the Knights up 
seven. Williams convert-
ed a clutch three-point 
play that started a 12-2 

Molloy’s Kostel best in boro
Aviation coach earns honor after No. 19 team makes fi rst-ever fi nal

Maturing Bishop 
leads Cross to win

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 48

Archbishop Molloy’s Denes 
Kostel was selected as 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ 
all-Queens boys’ soc-
cer Player of the Year. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

A shot by Holy Cross’ Terrell Williams (c.) is blocked by St. Francis 
Prep’s Brian Haggerty (l.). Photo by Jon Premosch
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Clare Droesch com-
pleted one of her life’s 
dreams a year after she 
wasn’t sure if she would 
live at all.

Last winter, the 
30-year-old former Christ 
the King and Boston Col-
lege basketball star was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 
breast cancer. To add to 
that, she later saw her 
home take major damage 
during Hurricane Sandy, 
creating a 2012 to forget.

Like everything else 
she has done in her life, 
Droesch battled and won.

“No one expected me 
to be where I am, even my 
doctors,” Droesch said.

She still has to go for 
chemotherapy every three 
weeks for the rest of her 
life to keep the cancer un-

der control. Droesch was 
healthy enough to join 
Christ the King as the ju-
nior varsity head coach 
and a varsity assistant this 
season. Her players over 
the last year have kept her 
going.

“It’s rough some days 
and definitely not easy,” 
she said. “I still do it be-
cause I have to.”

When the job opened 
in the fall, Droesch was 
a no-brainer for varsity 
head man Bob Mackey, 
who coached her at Christ 
the King and used to live a 
few blocks away from her 
in the Rockaways. It was 
an opportunity Droesch 
had dreamed of during 
her coaching stops, most 
recently as an assistant at 
St. Edmund Prep in Brook-
lyn. Before that she was 
at Scholars Academy in 
Rockaway and St. John’s 
University.

Droesch said it was 
hard to leave St. Edmund 
after the support the 
school showed her, but it 

wasn’t Christ the King. It 
wasn’t home.

“It just felt so right,” 
Droesch said.

Mackey is happy to 
have her back. He had to 
pause and fight back some 
emotion when asked what 
he thinks about when he 
sees Droesch dressed in 
Royals gear on the side-
line, knowing what’s she’s 
been through.

“Every time she walks 
in the gym, every time she 
steps on the floor, it’s just 
nothing short of miracu-
lous,” Mackey said.

To the players, she 
is a shining example of 
strength and success. 
They love her energy — 
never knowing when she 
might be having a bad day 
health-wise — and the per-
sonal touch with which 
she deals with them.

Any intimidation 
that comes with Droesch’s 
standing as one of the 
school’s greatest players 
goes away quickly.

“It’s nerve-wracking, 

but the minute you meet 
her she’s so inspiring and 
so kind-hearted,” junior 
forward Kollyns Scar-
brough said.

Added junior Kerry 
Mackey, the head coach’s 
daughter: “She puts her 
whole heart into this.”

It’s the same with 
everything she does. 
Droesch, who had to relo-
cate to Rockville Centre, 
L.I., after the storm, was 
instrumental in getting 
the word out to organizers 
about what supplies were 
needed in Rockaway to 
help rebuild. In Bob Mack-
ey’s mind she lives with a 
stubbornness and deter-
mination indicative of the 
Rockaway community she 
grew up in. It’s helped her 
beat some incredible odds.

“I can’t believe it’s 
been a year,” Droesch said. 
“If I got through this year, 
I think I can get through 
anything.”

Droesch makes ‘miraculous’ move to CK assistant

Christ the King assistant Coach Clare Droesch dealt with Stage 
4 breast cancer and Hurricane Sandy’s wrath in 2012. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 48

Cross
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Archbishop Molloy’s 

strategy to beat Bishop 
Loughlin was to outdo the 
Lions at what they do best. 
It wanted to outrun and 
out-defend them from the 
start.

“I told them we had 
to take the game right at 
them,” legendary Stanners 
basketball Coach Jack 
Curran said. “They like to 
play that way. Teams that 
play like that, if you come 
at them harder, you get 
more respect from them.”

His Stanners earned 
more than that by doing 
so. Host Molloy put Lough-
lin on its heels early and 
never lost control during 
an impressive 95-78 win in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
boys’ basketball Sunday 
night. The victory snaps 
the Lions’ 11-game win-
ning streak and sends a 
message from the Stan-

ners’ eyes to the rest of the 
league about what they are 
capable of.

“I think we showed 
them that we’re on the 
map,” senior forward 
Marko Kozul said. “We 
can beat anybody in the 
league.”

Kozul scored 28 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds. 
He has regained his form 
that last five games after 
being slowed by the flu. Ju-
nior Jason Cethoute came 
off the bench to drop in 16 
of his 27 points in the sec-
ond quarter and grab nine 
boards. He shot 7-of-8 from 
the field, 11-of-13 from the 
foul line.

“I was hot,” Cethoute 
said. “I just kept shooting 
and everything kept going 
in, so I was like why not.”

The two were instru-
mental in the Stanners’ 
13-3 run to close out the 
first half. Molloy, which 
hit eight three-pointers 

in the game, led 48-29 at 
the break. It did so with 
Loughlin star Khadeen 
Carrington missing most 
of the first half with early 
foul trouble.

Mike Williams led 
the Lions with 30 points 
and Carrington had 14. 
Loughlin (11-2, 4-2) got as 
close as 85-74 with 2:41 left 
in the game. Molloy (11-4, 
3-3) responded with an 8-0 
run, capped by a Kozul put 
back, to clinch the win. 
Williams admitted his 
team overlooked Molloy.

“We came in a little 
bit too cocky,” Williams 
said. “In the layup line 
we were just like playing 
around, not taking things 
seriously.”

Curran and his play-
ers believe the team can 
continue to earn respect 
and wins playing up-tem-
po basketball. It accentu-
ates their speed, depth on 
unselfishness.

Molloy’s Isacha Tucker flies through the air toward the hoop. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

run to put Cross ahead 62-
56 late.

The victory marked 
the first time Marchesini 
returned to St. Francis 
Prep since leaving five 
years ago following 20 
years on the bench as a ju-
nior varsity coach. He said 
he got caught up in see-
ing old faces again that he 
nearly forgot what he was 
there for.

“I miss these guys,” 
Marchesini said. “All of 
the coaches, my old play-
ers, I must have met with 
15-20 guys personally that 
I used to coach before the 
game. And I’m watching 
the JV game and I’m like, 
‘Oh, my god, we’re playing 
in a couple of minutes.’”

Bishop did forget his 
reason for being on the 
court and made sure to de-
liver his coach and team a 
much-needed win.

Stanners make statement in victory over Loughlin

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots
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St. John’s spoke after a 
lopsided loss to Georgetown 
about how its basketball 
team needed to bounce back 
the same way the Hoyas did 
against them after their 
own dreadful defeat. It did 
just that.

The Red Storm fol-
lowed one of its worst per-
formances of the season 
with one if its best to upset 
No. 20 Notre Dame 67-63 in 
Big East men’s basketball 
at Madison Square Garden 
Tuesday night. It was  St. 
John’s second win over a 
ranked opponent this sea-
son.

“We came out with in-
tensity and we were very 
fierce,” guard D’Angelo 
Harrison said.

It was the 6-foot-3 soph-
omore’ block from behind 
of 6-foot-10 Tom Knight’s 
dunk attempt with less 
than 25 seconds left, which 
ultimately sealed things for 

St. John’s. JaKarr Sampson 
scored 17 points and Jamal 
Branch combined to make 
3-of-4 free throws late to put 
the game away for the Red 
Storm (10-7, 2-3).

“He didn’t see me com-
ing,” Harrison said of the 
block.  “I went to contest 
the shot with two hands 
and got the ball.

It was a far cry from 
the lethargic performance 
Coach Steve Lavin’s team 
put on against George-
town Saturday at Madison 
Square Garden. The No. 19 
ranked Hoyas jumped the 
Johnnies early and never 
looked back in a 67-51 win 
following a 28-point home 
loss.

“I just think it was a 
dominating performance 
by Georgetown,” Lavin said 
after the Hoyas match. “We 
got taken to the woodshed 
in all aspects of play.”

The Red Storm’s of-
fense was ground to a halt 
by a trapping Georgetown 
zone that focused on shut-
ting off Harrison (7 points). 

St. John’s scored just 19 
first-half points. It shot 35.6 
percent from the field and 
37.7 percent from the free 
throw line for the game. 
Georgetown went on a 20-2 
run to push its lead to 33-10 
with 6:33 remaining before 
halftime.

“We are very embar-
rassed by this,” St. John’s 
guard Sir ‘Dominic Pointer 
said.

Otto Porter paced 
Georgetown, which led 
by as much as 26, with 19 
points and 14 rebounds. 
Markel Starks added 17 
points. Branch paced St. 
John’s with 16 points and 
Sampson had 12.

St. John’s women rout 
Seton Hall: Shenneika 
Smith scored 18 points 
and Keylantra Langley tal-
lied a career-high 16 in the 
Red Storm’s 72-46 win over 
Seton Hall at MSG.

Aliyyah Handford 
chipped in 14 points. It was 
a special day for St. John’s 
(8-6, 2-0) and especially 

SJU beats Notre Dame after Hoya loss
Langley.

“It’s the world’s most 
famous arena,” she said. 
“You can’t really ask for 
more. All the greats have 
played here from [Michael] 
Jordan to Magic Johnson, 
so to play here is an hon-
or.”

St. John’s used a 10-0 
to open up and 24-15 first 
half lead and pushed it to as 
much as 27 points midway 
through the second half. 

Honorable Men-

tion

D George Alissandra-
tos, Monsignor McClancy

D Thomas Arikian 
M, Archbishop Molloy

F Mamadou Balde, 
John Adams

M Jonathan Jaramil-
lo, Aviation

F Robbie Lago, Holy 
Cross

GK Jhony Licona, 
Bayside

M Ricky Marin, Car-
dozo

D Sebastian Morales 
Christ the King

F Kevin Rodriguez, 
Aviation

M Brandon Silva, St. 
Francis Prep

M Nicolas Touros, 
Francis Lewis

Continued from Page 47

Soccer

Must take delivery by 1/31/13. Tax, MV & dealer fees add’l. Prices/Payments incl all discounts/rebates. *Leases subj to lender approval. 10k mi/yr. 15¢ ea add’l mi (Altima 18¢ ea add’l mi). Total 
due at signing: $119= $3709; $161= $3751; $259= $4149; $349= $4,239. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. †Finance for 60 mos @ 4.9% APR w/approved credit, 
$2995 down payment. ‡On identical factory equipped vehicle, must present full page tearsheet containing ad within the same program month. Artwork for illustration only. DMV Fac #1300328

Your Family Dealership Since 1967

Exceeding Your Expectations Every Day! 555 W. Merrick Rd., 
Valley Stream
On The Queens/Nassau Border 516-825-8700
GregorisNissan.com OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-9

CELEBRATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WEEKEND WITH

BIG SAVINGS!

FINANCE FORLEASE FOR
Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

NEW 
2013 NISSAN ROGUE SV

Auto, AWD, AC, PW, PL, CD. 
10 @ this price. Stk# N13479. 
Model#: 22413, VIN: 120451

†$20,970$159* 
LEASE FOR

*
FINANCE FOR

Per Mo
24 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

NEW 
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA SV

Reverse Camera, Remote Start, 
Lighting Pkg, Alloys. 5 @ this price. 

Stk# N13490. Model 13213, VIN 200029

†$19,732$119 *Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

NEW 
2013 NISSAN MAXIMA SV

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, Value Pkg. 
5 @ this price. Stk# N13285. 
Model#: 16213, VIN: 815306

FINANCE FOR

$259
LEASE FOR

†$29,124
Endorsed Auto

Buying Program

Endorsed Dealer

*Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

NEW 
2012 NISSAN MURANO SL

Auto, LOADED, Nav, Backup Cam. 
4 @ this price. Stk# N12985. 
Model#: 23612, VIN: 231973

FINANCE FOR

$349
LEASE FOR

†$32,225
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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