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HONORING MARTIN LUTHER KING

Dancers from Edge School of the Arts take the Jamaica Performing Arts Center’s stage during “A Celebration of the 
Life and Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King. See more coverage on Pages 2, 40. Photo by Nat Valentine
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Madelaine struggles to reopenDOE rejects 
armed guards 
in District 24

BY STEVE MOSCO

City officials said they do not 
intend to recognize  a Community 
Education Council resolution 
seeking to place armed, retired 
police officers in schools across 
the city.

The resolution passed unani-
mously, and to applause, at the 
CEC 24 meeting at IS 73 in Mas-
peth Tuesday, with council Presi-
dent Nick Comaianni stressing 
that an armed guard could have 
made a difference in the New-
town, Conn., school shooting last 
month.

“The principal lunged at the 
shooter, but was unable to stop 
him,” said Comaianni during the 
meeting at The Frank Sansivieri 
School, at 70-02 54th Ave. “If an 
armed guard was stationed at the 
school, you might not have any 
casualties. That is something we 
need to consider.”

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The largest employer in the 
Rockaways, the Madelaine Choc-
olate Co., is hoping to reopen its 
doors in the next few months and 
rehire its workers after Hurri-
cane Sandy ravaged its facilities, 
although one of the chocolatier’s 
owners says it is too early to tell 
what the future will bring.

“We’re very anxious to get 
everyone back as soon as we can,” 
said Norman Gold, Madelaine 
vice president and co-owner.

But, he added, “at this point 
we don’t really know what we can 
count on.”

Madelaine has produced 
chocolates for worldwide distribu-
tion at its Far Rockaway facilities, 
at 93-03 Beach Channel Drive, 
for more than 60 years. The day 

Continued on Page 43

Rockaway chocolatier
still repairing damage
as 450 workers wait

Continued on Page 42
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
An attorney for Queen 

of Hearts, an Astoria bikini 
bar that raised the neigh-
borhood’s ire last week be-
cause it did not disclose it 
would feature adult enter-
tainment when it applied 
for its liquor license, said 
the establishment is clos-
ing.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) held a rally Jan. 17 
in front of the bar, at 26-12 
Hoyt Ave. S., saying she 
had introduced legislation 
requiring bars to reveal to 
the state Liquor Authority 
if any adult entertainment 
is performed on the prem-
ises, whether the girls are 
topless or not, in response 
to Queen of Hearts’ ac-
tions. 

“I’m pleased that the 
owner realized that an es-
tablishment that degrades 
women has no place in As-
toria or anywhere else,” 
Simotas said.

Manhattan attorney 
Peter Marc Stern, who rep-
resents Queen of Hearts, 
said the owner is 84 years 
old and decided not to get 
involved in the controver-
sy.

“It’s a good commu-
nity effort that seems to 
have yielded results,” Stern 
said.

At the rally last week, 
Simotas said the bar, origi-
nally known as Wild Rose, 
had made a filing in Septem-
ber with Community Board 
1 and the SLA for a liquor 

license without mentioning 
that it would be opening as 
a bikini bar. At bikini bars, 
the dancers are not naked 
or topless but wear skimpy 
clothing. The bar also did 
not inform the SLA when it 
changed its name, which is 
a requirement.

“We’re here to say that 
this must stop,” Simotas 
said at the rally.

Applicants to the SLA 
are required to disclose a 
number of features about 
their establishment rang-
ing from whether or not 
the place is a restaurant or 
a bar or a catering place to 
whether it has live music 
or a jukebox to whether it 
has stage shows. Owners 
are also asked to answer if 

their bar specifically has 
“topless entertainment” 
but not adult entertainment 
in general.

Simotas’ bill requires 
the owners to also disclose 
if their establishment has 
any type of exotic dancing, 
whether topless or not, as 
well as pole or lap dancing.

“They should be forth-
right in their application,” 
Simotas said.

The assemblywoman 
had the support of her fel-
low electeds, activists and 
residents at the rally. CB 1 
District Manager Lucielle 
Hartmann said the SLA 
must take the input of the 
community boards more 
seriously when reviewing 
license applications.

Simotas’ bill also re-
ceived support outside the 
borough in Rafael Samana-
ca, the district manager of 
the Bronx’s Community 
Board 2.

“We will be working 
with all community boards 
in the Bronx and all our 
elected officials, telling 
them to support this bill,” 
Samanaca said.

Simotas had previ-
ously held a protest in Octo-
ber against Racks, a bikini 
bar set to open on Steinway 
near 20th Avenue not far 
from a playground.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As President Barack 
Obama was ceremonially 
sworn in to his second term 
in the Oval Office on Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day, 
families from southeast 
Queens took some time to 
recognize the impact the 
nation’s black leaders — 
both past and present — 
have had on their lives.

“My father marched 
with Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. From his perspec-
tive at the time in 1963 he 
felt racism, Jim Crow .... I 
think he marched to do his 
part for his family mem-
bers,” South Ozone Park 
mother Cassandra Patter-
son said Monday.

Walter Patterson Sr. 
died two years ago, but he 
lived long enough to see the 
country’s first black presi-
dent take the oath of office. 
Cassandra said that just 
as her father looked up to 
King, her two young girls, 

ages 2 and 4, can look up to 
Obama.

“He fought for us. I’m 
a locomotive engineer with 
the railroad and he fought 
for women’s rights,” she 
said.

As parents watched 
the inauguration upstairs 
at the St. Albans Presby-
terian Church, at 190-04 
119th Ave. , youngsters 
downstairs participated 
in literacy events for the 
Queens Community Parent 
Teacher Student Associa-
tion’s  third annual Dream 
to Read event honoring the 
legacy of King.

Karen Ferguson, the 
group’s recording secre-
tary, said attendance was 
lower this year as many of 
the regulars had headed 
down to Washington for 
the ceremony, but for those 
left behind — especially 
the children — the day held 
special significance.

“The day is about pro-

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (c.) leads a protest against Astoria bikini bar Queen of Hearts 
with City Council candidates Costa Constantinides (l.-r.) and Tony Meloni and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Rally shuts down bikini bar
Controversial Astoria establishment sparks Simotas disclosure bill

SE Queens honors 
Obama, Dr. King

South Ozone Park mother Cassandra Patterson applauds for 
President Barack Obama.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad
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$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 
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begins 
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1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)
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FREE 
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FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 
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*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Experts in the fields 
of urban planning, sus-
tainable development and 
grassroots organizing met 
with community members 
in Arverne over the week-
end to discuss how the 
Rockaways would plan for 
future floods.

Experts discussed 
ideas such as dunes, man-
made reefs and sand banks 
— large dumps of sand posi-
tioned so the current redis-
tributes the sand naturally, 
as opposed to constantly 
replenishing beaches. Sea 
walls were even briefly dis-
cussed, though a represen-
tative from the Netherlands 
consulate general said the 
technology has fallen out of 
favor in his country.

Arjan Mraamskamp 
said the Dutch had their 
superstorm in 1953, and it 
forced the country to re-
think its approach to flood-
waters.

“In the Netherlands 
the flood zone is two-thirds 
of the country,” he said, ex-
plaining that the low-lying 
nation shifted from dikes 
and seawalls to infrastruc-
ture that accepts flooding 
as an inevitability. “It’s not 
rocket science. Just keep 
the water where it can do 
the least amount of dam-
age.”

About 100 people from 
up and down the peninsula 
packed into the community 
room at the Ocean Village 
apartment complex, where 
the Rockaway Waterfront 
Alliance holds its after-
school program.

“People keep asking 
the questions, ‘Should we 
build a boardwalk? Should 

we put trees in?’” Executive 
Director Jeanne DuPont ex-
plained. “We thought this 
was a great way to bring 
some of the scientists and 
academics to the Rockaway 
community.”

Klaus Jacob, a profes-
sor of International and 
Public Affairs at Columbia 
University, said the threat 
of the ocean’s waters can 
no longer be ignored, as the 
likelihood of another  100-

year flood is only going to 
get greater in the future.

“You throw the dice 
100 times and out of 100 you 
get one winner,” he said. 
“By the end of the century 
you’re going to have to 
throw the dice only twice.”

The professor said that 
no matter what solutions 
planners choose, a compre-
hensive plan would have to 
be laid out.

“What’s really missing 
is in the city, state and in 
communities everywhere, 
we don’t know what our 
city will look like in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Urban designer Walter 
Meyer said solutions range 
from the small — like bury-
ing old Christmas trees to 
create dunes — to the large, 
like having government 
adopt coastline replenish-
ment as part of its regular 
budget as the Dutch do. He 
said no matter what the 

solutions, the key factor 
would be community in-
volvement.

“This is one time 
where we can bring the 
east side of Rockaway and 
the west side of Rockaway 
to speak with one voice,” he 
said.

Meyer gave a nod to 
one resident whose seem-
ingly small efforts helped 
saved a number of homes 
during the storm.

Richard George, of the 
Beachside Bungalow Pres-
ervation Association, re-
ceived a grant in the 1990s 
to plant trees and grasses 
along the dune near Beach 
58 Street. Meyer said that 
when Superstorm Sandy’s 
surge hit the dune, it split 
to both sides, saving dozens  
of bungalows.

“Back then nobody 
thought of those things,” 
George said.

Professor Klaus Jacob discusses the likelihood of future flooding 
in the Rockaways. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Experts suggest ways to handle fl ooding in Rockaways
 Urban planner favors sand banks to direct water, but Dutch government rep nixes dikes and seawalls

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Union workers walk the picket line as the bus strike continues. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Union walks the line 
as bus strike persists

BY STEVE MOSCO

City bus drivers who 
feel the mayor left them out 
in the cold took to the picket 
line in Ridgewood Friday.

Members of Amalgam-
ated Transit Union Local 
1181 braved the winter chill 
and were joined by City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
at Atlantic Express Co., at 
46-81 Metropolitan Ave., 
to decry Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg for forcing the 
bus drivers’ union to strike 
for the first time since 
1979.

“Bloomberg is acting 
like a bully,” said Arlene 
Lancetta, a Maspeth resi-
dent who has been driving 
a school bus for 31 years. 
“This is a betrayal to any-
one who puts their heart 
and soul into their job. The 
mayor is more concerned 
with how big our sodas are 
than doing what is fair for 
New York workers.”

Union drivers with 
the Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union Local 1181 had 
threatened to strike for 
several weeks in the wake 
of an ongoing conflict be-
tween the ATU and employ-
ers that work for the DOE, 
with drivers demanding 
job security in any new 
bus contracts awarded by 
Bloomberg’s office.

The union’s strike offi-
cially took effect Jan. 16.

Crowley said if 
Bloomberg wants experi-
enced, skilled drivers, he 
has to be willing to pay for 

them. She said the city has 
refused to protect experi-
enced drivers with proven 
safety records.

“The city’s first pri-
ority must be keeping our 
schoolchildren safe, and 
that begins and ends with 
experienced bus drivers 
and matrons who bring 
our students to and from 
school,” she said. “In this 
contract dispute, the city is 
more concerned with sav-
ing money than protecting 
our children, and I stand in 
solidarity with ATU mem-
bers.”

Bus driver Lancetta 
said experience counts 
when it comes to driving 
children to school every 
morning.

“For those of us who 
drive special needs kids, we 
know how difficult this job 
can be and how much ex-
perience counts,” she said. 
“Also, some of the special 
needs kids, they get used 
to their drivers and when 
they see someone different, 
they can’t handle it.”

One union member, 
whose house was destroyed 
by Hurricane Sandy, said 
he was blindsided by 
Bloomberg’s decision not 
to return to the negotiat-
ing table in order to avoid 
a strike.

“I don’t know why the 
mayor wants to get rid of 
the contract. It protects our 
jobs just as he protected 
his when he voted himself 
a third term,” said  Albert 
Serrano, who has 18 years 

Marshall gives State of Boro
In fi nal address, beep touts $107M in support of cultural institutions

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
When Borough Presi-

dent Helen Marshall gave 
her first State of the Bor-
ough speech in 2002, Queens 
was still reeling from the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
and as she delivered her 
final address Tuesday the 
borough was in the midst 
of recovering from Super-
storm Sandy.

In between, Borough 
Hall has directed its capi-
tal funding toward parks 
and libraries, been in front 
of the rezoning of much of 
Queens and worked to pro-
mote the borough’s ethnic 
diversity and culture.

“Thank you all for giv-
ing me the honor of helping 
to shape this great bor-
ough,” Marshall said inside 
the auditorium at Queens 
College. “You invested your 
trust in me, and that is a 
precious responsibility.”

Each borough presi-
dent is mandated by the 
City Charter to allocate a 
capital budget, and dur-
ing her tenure Marshall 
has spent more than $616 
million, more than  half of 

which has gone to libraries, 
parks and cultural institu-
tions.

Marshall has directed 
more dollars to libraries 
than any other borough 
president, and in the past 

decade the Queens system 
has remodeled more than 
half of its locations.

“Working with the 
mayor, the Queens delega-
tion of the City Council and 
more than $117 million in-

vested from my office, we 
helped the Queens Library 
to embark on the largest 
building expansion and 
renovation program in its 
history,” she said.

The library is set to 
break ground this year on 
new branches in Far Rock-
away, East Elmhurst, Glen 
Oaks and Hunters Point, as 
well as an expansion to the 
Kew Gardens Hills branch 
in honor of late activist Pat 
Dolan.

The borough president 
also plays a role in zoning, 
and Marshall said that by 
the time her term is com-
pleted Queens will have re-
zoned half of its neighbor-
hoods. This year she will 
work to rezone 1,000 blocks 
in Bellerose, Floral Park, 
South Ozone Park and East 
Elmhurst.

One of the de facto 
roles of the office is to serve 
as the spokeswoman for the 
borough, which Marshall 
has done by championing 
museums and other cultur-
al institutions to the tune of 
$107 million.

“She’s done right by 

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall dedicates her speech 
to Dylan Smith, a surfer who rescued neighbors on his board dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy and later drowned un Puerto Rico. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Some Cross Bay shops gone for good
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Although many busi-
nesses on Cross Bay Boule-
vard in Howard Beach have 
reopened after sustaining 
extensive damage from 
Hurricane Sandy, at least 
one national chain has per-
manently left the strip with 
others weighing whether to 
follow suit and some small-
er shops saying they still 
have hurdles to clear.

“We’re still not out 
of the woods yet,” said Jo-
seph DeCandia, owner of 
Lenny’s Clam Bar, at 161-03 
Cross Bay Blvd.

He said the restaurant 
lost a lot of its equipment in 
the surge and five weeks of 
business when it was shut 

down. Although he said he 
is in the process of getting 
a Small Business Admin-
istration loan, ultimately 
he will have to repay the 
money.

And as he waits for the 
funds to come through, he 
has had to move forward 
with repairs.

“I couldn’t afford to 
wait,” he said.

But the restaurant is 
doing better than other 
businesses on the Cross Bay 
commercial strip that are 
still closed or have had to 
shut down entirely. Duane 
Reade has permanently 

closed and state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo said branch-
es of 7-Eleven and Staples 

may shut their doors along 
the street.

Anthony Calore, co-
owner of Sapienza’s Deli, 
said some of the chains may 
have closed their branches 
because flooding in How-
ard Beach after Hurricane 
Irene in 2011 and Hurri-
cane Sandy in 2012 made 
the area seem too risky.

“I think after the sec-
ond flood they had enough,” 
he said.

In addition, a handful 
of smaller businesses are 
also in danger of pulling 
the plug on their opera-
tions. The Cross Bay Diner 
was hit particularly hard 
and a staff member at Add-
abbo’s office said she be-

Joseph DeCandia, owner of 
Howard Beach restaurant 
Lenny’s Clam Bar, said his 
business is still not out of the 
woods after Hurricane Sandy. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

Continued on Page 42
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Melinda Katz emerges as preferred candidate for developers after fi rst campaign fi nance fi ling

BY JOE ANUTA
 
One of the powers en-

trusted to a borough presi-
dent is to review and make 
recommendations on land 
use applications for devel-
opment projects in Queens.

The real estate indus-
try has been backing cer-
tain candidates in the race 
to replace current Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 
and it seems to be firmly 
behind former Democratic 
Councilwoman Melinda 
Katz, according to an anal-
ysis of campaign finance 
data from the city Cam-
paign Finance Board. 

The cur-
rent Demo-
cratic field 
also includes 
state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Director of Com-
munity Boards Barry 
Grodenchik, Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria).

Both Katz and Com-
rie, who was unable to file 
because of a technical dif-
ficulty, have served as head 
of the Council’s  powerful 
Committee on Land Use.

Each candidate’s fil-
ings were examined for 
donations from real estate 
firms, developers, archi-
tects and real estate law-
yers. The filings cover the 
period up to Jan. 15. Be-
cause some of the data was 
incomplete, the numbers 
are only rough estimates, 
but Katz is clearly pre-
ferred.

Katz stepped down as 
a lobbyist from Greenberg 
& Traurig in November 
and her filings date back 
to August. About $109,000, 
or about 38 percent, of her 
funds for the borough pres-
ident race have come from 
real estate interests.

High-ranking employ-
ees of major Queens de-
velopers, like Cord Meyer, 
Tully Construction and the 
Hemmerdinger family’s 
ATCO, were all represented 
in the filings, but some of 

the biggest developers from 
across the city chipped in 
as well.

Notably, Katz received 
a total of $11,500 from the 
family of Stephen Ross, 
CEO of Related Cos., but not 
from the developer himself. 
His wife Kara, listed as the 
executive of her jewelry 
company Kara Ross New 
York, gave the maximum 
amount of $3,850 to Katz’s 
campaign. Ross’ two daugh-
ters, both listed as students, 
also gave the maximum of 
$3,850. Jessica Rizzo, listed 
as a certified public ac-
countant for Related Cos., 
also gave the maximum of 
$3,850.

Three members of the 
Durst Organization, which 
is rebuilding the World 
Trade Center, chipped in a 
total of $960, according to 
the board.

Katz received at least 
15 maximum donations 

of $3,850 from real estate 
interests, including the 
spouses of company execu-
tives. Only one other candi-
date received a maximum 
donation from a real estate 
interest.

Katz has also been en-
dorsed by former Mayor 
Ed Koch. Though Koch 
himself did not donate any 
money to Katz’s campaign, 
17 members of his law firm, 
Bryan Cave LLP, gave a to-
tal of $3,680 to her.

Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) has donations in 
his account dating back to 
2005. But only the funds 
raised since he began his 
current term as city coun-
cilman were taken into 
account, since he will be 
term-limited out. Of Val-
lone’s $1 million war chest, 
just $165,000 was raised 
since 2010, according to the 
board. About $23,000, or 14 
percent of the total, came 

from real estate interests, 
the data show.

Vallone received eight 
donations from Mega Con-
tracting Co., a firm that 
constructs apartment build-
ings around the city and in 
Astoria, for a total of about 
$1,000. Of real estate inter-
ests, his only maximum 
donation came from David 
Wolkoff, listed as working 
for GOM Realty. Vallone 
also received a maximum 
donation from an unem-
ployed woman named Lina 
Garber, the data show.

The part of the filing 
that describes a donor’s 
occupation was missing in 
about 4 percent of Vallone’s 
donations. For example, 
Andrew Rigie gave only 
$20, but it was not noted 
that he is the executive di-
rector of the New York City 
Hospitality Alliance.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) received 

about $16,700, or about 12 
percent of his total dona-
tions, from real estate in-
terests. Members of Macer-
ich, owners of the Queens 
Center Mall in Elmhurst 
and Atlas Park in Glendale, 
gave Peralta six donations, 
including one from the com-
pany’s political action com-
mittee, totaling $8,720, ac-
cording to the board. Muss 
Development, which built 
Sky View Parc in Flushing 
and Queens Tower in Ja-
maica, gave Peralta three 
donations totaling $1,000.

Peralta’s filings could 
not be thoroughly exam-
ined, however, since nearly 
one-third of the donors did 
not have an occupation list-
ed. Notable omissions were 
Mark Abbott, president of 
Major League Soccer; Brett 
Lashbrook, legal counsel 
and lobbyist for MLS; and 
Donald Graber, MLS com-
missioner, according to the 

board.
Jeff Gural’s occupation 

as chairman of Newmark 
Grubb Knight Frank, a real 
estate firm that had been 
searching for investors for 
RKO Keith’s Theatre in 
Flushing last year, was also 
not listed, for example.

Peralta’s campaign 
said it is in the process of 
working with the board to 
amend the filings to include 
the occupations.

Grodenchik raised 
about $6,400, or about 11 per-
cent of his total, from real 
estate interests, according 
to his filings. Grodenchik, 
who recently stepped down 
as deputy borough presi-
dent, received a $2,000 do-
nation from Christian Lee 
of TDC Development, the 
Flushing firm that built 
Queens Crossing. Groden-
chik also received dona-
tions under $200 from both 
Joseph Mattone and Betsy 
Mak, who was recently se-
lected by the city Economic 
Development Corp. to de-
velop a downtown Flushing 
building.

The occupation field 
was left blank in about 6 
percent of Grodenchik’s 290 
donations, according to the 
board. One of those blanks 
included Ido Shargal, who 
works on Grodenchik’s 
campaign and gave $40.27. 
Donald Henton listed him-
self as retired. While he 
is a retired bus driver, he 
also works part-time as a 
community liaison for city 
Comptroller John Liu.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) only has $6,856 
total in his account, which 
comes from 41 donors. Janet 
McCreesh, who gave Avella 
$175, is listed as an office 
manager of Duce Construc-
tion, a luxury apartment 
developer which has also 
built high-end homes in 
Bayside.

McCreesh is also 
president of the Broadway 
Flushing Homeowners 
Association, which fights 
overdevelopment in the 
borough.

Sen. Tony Avella (clockwise from top l.), Councilman Leroy Comrie, Director of Community Boards Barry Grodenchik, former Councilwoman 
Melinda Katz, Sen. Jose Peralta and Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. are the Democrats running for Queens borough president.
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...invites you to its 

138th Anniversary Lincoln’s Day Dinner
and to hear our Special Guests:

Rabbi Aryeh Spero
“America’s Rabbi” and America’s leading authority on the nexus of faith and freedom and the 

author of the book:Push Back: Reclaiming the Judeo-Christian Spirit, and

Pamela Geller
Founder, editor and publisher of Atlas Shrugs.com and Executive Director of the American Freedom Defense 

Initiative (AFDI) and Stop Islamization of America (SIOA)

Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir
Principal of Maspeth High School, receiving the Educator of the Year Award

Sunday, February 10, 2013 at Antun’s (96-43 Springfield Blvd., Queens Village)
3 PM - Full Cocktail Hour; 4-8 PM Sit-down Dinner, Viennese Table, Open Bar, Music, Dancing - $100. Per person. 

We are accepting ads in our Journal. Full page (8-1/2” x 7”) $100, Half Page $65, Quarter Page $50.
For more information, call 718-343–8830, 917-623-0456, or 718-523-0203. 

You can e-mail questions to jtrent8830@aol.com or maduroman@att.net.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I (we) wish to attend the Lincoln Day Dinner: Name______________________________Address_____________________________________
Number of Tickets:________ E-mail:_____________________________________Phone:________________________________________
Make checks payable to Queens Village Republican Club. Mail coupon to James Trent, Dinner Chair, 242-33 90th Avenue, Bellerose Manor, 
NY 11426-1115. No tickets will be issued. Your canceled check is your receipt. Attach camera ready ad copy.

The Queens Village Republican Club, Inc.
AMERICA’S OLDEST REPUBLICAN CLUB, ORGANIZED IN 1875

Rapid Repairs restores 3,000 buildings in boro
BY KAREN FRANTZ

NYC Rapid Repairs, 
a first-of-its-kind program 
intended to pair people 
displaced by Hurricane 
Sandy with contractors 
and skilled workers who 
can make needed electri-
cal, heating system or other 
repairs, has helped make it 
possible for 6,500 families 
to return home to Queens, 
city officials  said Wednes-
day.

More than 3,300 build-
ings in the borough had 
work completed through 
the program, and 12,000 res-
idences within more than 
6,000 buildings throughout 
the city had repairs fin-
ished, they said.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg lauded the pro-
gram, saying it has helped 
families take a major step 

toward recovery from one 
of the worst natural disas-
ters in the city’s history.

“It is another indica-
tion that this administra-
tion is committed to contin-
ue to help residents rebuild 
their homes and their lives 
after Sandy,” he said.

Under Rapid Repairs, 
the city has employed con-
tractors and skilled con-
struction workers to make 
free-of-charge repairs to 
residential buildings dam-
aged in the storm. The tem-
porary repairs to basic ser-
vices, such as electricity, 
heat and hot water, allow 
families to return home as 
they take on the necessary 
long-term repairs.

City officials said they 
estimated 6,000 families 
who live within 3,000 build-
ings citywide are currently 
waiting for repairs to be-
gin, and fewer than 8,000 
buildings were undergoing 
repairs as of Sunday.

Under Rapid Repairs, 

high-density buildings 
such as apartment com-
plexes were given first pri-
ority by the city in order to 
return the largest number 
of people home as quickly 
as possible.

Deputy Mayor Caswell 
Holloway said the program 
is on track to helping thou-
sands of additional families 
in the coming weeks.

“Thanks to the talent 
and dedication of New York 

City’s construction indus-
try and the thousands of 
skilled workers who build 
our city every day, thou-
sands of families have 
been able to return to their 
homes in record time,” he 

said in a statement.
The mayor’s office 

did not provide a specific 
time frame for completing 
repairs on the remaining 
buildings, but city officials 
said Rapid Repair crews are 
working diligently to get as 
many homes completed in 
as short a time as possible.

City officials said 
many displaced families 
are staying with friends or 
relatives as they wait for 
repairs to be made to their 
homes, while others are 
staying in hotels paid for 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency or the 
city.

People still in need 
of housing can call 311 to 
work with the city on a plan 
for housing, city officials 
said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) visits homeowners whose power and heat were restored through NYC 
Rapid Repairs. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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VALENTINE’S DAY�
Villa Marcello�

�CATERING HALL
96-27 Rockaway Blvd. Ozone Park, NY 11417

Tel # Fax # 718-848-2043

Come and Celebrate Valentine’s Day at the New Villa Marcello
A Romantic evening for you and your Loved One.

Presenting the popular DJ Jimmy V. 

An Entire Buffet of Delicious food prepared to Perfection for a perfect 
Romantic Dinner - Wine included. 

$40.00 per person. 

Please call to make reservations, limited seating available.

Starting Thursday, February 21st Buffet Dinner returns with DJ Jimmy V. 
for $25.00 per person includes wine.

Private Parties for all Occasions

Weddings….Christenings….Sweet Sixteens….Baby Showers….& More
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BLOTTER

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

POLICE 

Blotter

Scammers made off with over $4K: Police

Cops seek robbers of 15 bodegas, gas stations

ASTORIA — Police were asking the 
public to help chase down two crooks who 
allegedly scammed $4,500 from a senior 
citizen.

The two suspects, described as a man 
and a woman between the ages of 35 and 
40, approached the 68-year-old woman and 
told her they were willing to give her a cut 
of some money they had found, but in order 
to pay the taxes they would need her to fork 
over some cash, according to the police.

The pair then drove her to the bank 
where she withdrew $4,500. Police said the 
suspects dropped her off at another loca-
tion and took off in a black sedan with Con-
necticut plates, loot in hand.

The man was described as wearing a 
brown suit and the woman was wearing a 
dark hat, a blue jacket and a blue and white 
scarf.

FDNY finds guns, ammo and marijuana in house

SOUTH JAMAICA — 
New York’s Finest took a 
mini arsenal off city streets 
last week when executing a 
search warrant at a South 
Jamaica home, police said.

While searching the 
home on 133rd Avenue Jan. 
15, members of the Queens 
Narcotics Unit and the 73rd 
Precinct found an AK-47, two 
handguns, 399 rounds of am-
munition, a bullet-proof vest 
and an ammunition drum 
capable of holding 75 rounds as well as marijuana, according to the NYPD.

Leroy Lyking, Deborah Lyking, Deja Taitt, Dawn Taitt and Troy Taitt were arrested 
and charged with criminal possession of a machine gun, loaded firearm, assault rifle, 
ammo clip, marijuana and criminal use of drug paraphernalia, police said.

Police say they confiscated a mini arsenal while searching a South 
Jamaica home last week. Photo courtesy NYPD

Police say this woman and a male accomplice 
scammed an elderly woman out of thousands 
of dollars. Image courtesy NYPD

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — The 
police were reaching out to the public to 
help identify two men who have robbed 15 
bodegas, gas stations and cellphone stores 
across southeast Queens since late Novem-
ber.

The suspects, described as two white 
or Hispanic men, are wanted for question-
ing in a string of armed robberies that 
stretches from southeast neighborhoods 
such as Springfield Gardens, Laurelton, 
South Jamaica and Hollis to Kew Gardens 

Hills.
A video at the Hillside Mobile gas sta-

tion, on the corner of 165th Street, caught 
images of the suspects Jan. 20 as they alleg-
edly robbed an employee around 10:30 p.m.

One suspect was seen wearing dark 
clothes, glasses, a New York Yankees hat 
and a partial mask. The other was wearing 
a black leather jacket, dark clothing and a 
black face mask and skull cap.
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Almost three months 

after the Rockaways were 
plunged into darkness for 
weeks following the wrath 
of Hurricane Sandy, a com-
mission investigating the 
ability of the Long Island 
Power Authority, the pen-
insula’s main supplier of 
power, to deal with dev-
astating storms found the 
utility is severely dysfunc-
tional with little oversight 
and in desperate need of 
change.

“There is an immedi-
ate need to do something 
about LIPA,” said Nassau 
County District Attorney 
Kathleen Rice.

Rice is a member of 
the Moreland Commission, 
which held a public hearing 
on its initial findings in the 
Rockaways last Thursday.

Rice called LIPA’s re-
sponse to Hurricane Sandy 
woefully inefficient and 
said the commission found 
the only option for improv-
ing the utility would be 
complete overhaul. She 
said the commission rec-
ommended turning LIPA 
into a private entity, a pro-
posal Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
also took up in his State of 
the State address.

The commission ar-
gued privatization would 
create cost savings and effi-
ciencies. It also added that 
although LIPA is several 
billion dollars in debt, it 
would be possible to allow 
stranded debt to be refi-
nanced and paid back over 
time so it would not result 
in immediate increased 
rates for consumers.

The Moreland Com-
mission was created by 
Cuomo after Hurricane 
Sandy to look into New 
York utility companies’ 
emergency preparedness 
and response and make rec-
ommendations for reform. 
The commission presented 
its interim report to Cuomo 
this month and anticipates 
a final report to be complet-
ed later this year.

Members from the 
commission, including 
Rice, Executive Director 
Regina Calcaterra and 
commission Co-
Chairman Ben 
Lawsky, presented 
their findings to a 
sparse crowd at the Chal-
lenge Preparatory Charter 
School, at 710 Hartman 
Lane in Far Rockaway.

Lawsky said one of the 
main problems plaguing 
LIPA is the lack of govern-
ment oversight. He recom-
mended bolstering the au-
thority of the state Public 
Service Commission, the 
agency that oversees state 
utility companies, by giv-
ing it the power to review 
the fitness of utilities and 
levy steeper fines for viola-
tions.

“Whatever you do 
with LIPA, whatever you 
do going forward, you need 
a regulator who is going to 
stay on these utilities,” he 

said.
Another problem af-

fecting LIPA’s performance 
during storms, the com-

mission found, 
is a bifurcated 
organizational 
structure in 

which LIPA is the owner 
of the utility but operation 
falls to National Grid.

Rice said the structure 
led to dysfunction and a 
communication breakdown 
between LIPA and National 
Grid.

“There is no account-
ability because LIPA can 
point to National Grid and 
National Grid can point to 
LIPA and the big looser in 
all of that is you,” she said.

Although people at-
tending the hearing seemed 
to appreciate the commis-
sion’s assessment of LIPA’s 
problems, many took issue 
with its chief recommenda-
tion that the utility be re-

figured as a private entity.
One woman who testi-

fied said she feared a pri-
vate utility would favor 
profits over people.

“We deserve a service 
that’s people-oriented,” she 
said.

But Lawsky defended 
the recommendation, say-
ing a private utility would 
be more efficient.

“The best way to make 
profits is to make your cus-
tomers happy,” he said.

He also argued that 
public utilities are not al-
ways the best option, point-
ing out LIPA as a public 
entity has been dysfunc-
tional.

“It wasn’t profit-ori-
ented, it wasn’t people-ori-
ented. If anything, it was 
disoriented,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A pedestrian walks along Rockaway Beach Boulevard near Beach 114th Street. The Rockaways were 
plunged into darkness for weeks after Hurricane Sandy.

Michael Capo, who leads Capo Auction, is a third generation an-
tiques dealer with a passion for the drama and excitement he says 
auctions bring. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Capo Auction brings 
antique lovers to LIC

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Michael Capo, owner 

of Capo Auction in Long 
Island City, which runs 
monthly sales of fine an-
tiques, furniture, paint-
ings, silver and other col-
lectibles, thinks Queens is 
the future.

“I like to tell people 
that I’m in the Bermuda 
Triangle of art,” he joked, 
referring to the cluster of 
other art galleries and mu-
seums nearby, including 
MoMA PS1, the Museum 
for African Art and Nogu-
chi Museum.

And, indeed, Capo has 
carved out a place for his 
6,000-square-foot auction 
house in the burgeoning 
neighborhood as possibly 
one of the only such busi-
nesses of its kind in the 
borough.

The second-market 
auction house, at 36-01 
Queens Blvd., runs a gen-
eral sale of collectibles that 
for various reasons the top-
tier galleries, Christie’s and 
Sotheby’s, have passed over. 
The major New York galler-
ies may refer Capo for items 
like a reproduction English 
desk or a good-quality 18th-
century Georgian desk that 
a place like Sotheby’s does 
not care to handle.

And though there were 
perhaps 20 such second-
market auction houses in 
the city two decades ago, 
Capo said they have since 
disappeared.

“Many of them went 

out because of the rents, the 
change in the economics of 
requiring such a space as I 
have here,” he said. “I felt 
it was a tremendous open-
ing in the market for good-
quality, well-priced, mid-
level property.”

He opened the auc-
tion house two years ago, 
bolstered by his 40-year 
background in the acquisi-
tion, sale and appraisal of 
antiques and expertise in 
areas such as American 
furniture. He was born to 
a family of antique dealers, 
including his father, grand-
mother and great-uncle, 
and he himself was also a 
dealer and is a licensed ap-
praiser and auctioneer.

He was also a past of-
ficer and executive board 
member of the Appraisers 
Association of America, 
and his expertise is so well 
regarded he is an admitted 
expert in six federal and six 
state courts. 

He said he loves the 
excitement of the auction 
business.

“There’s an adventure 
to the hunt,” he said. “And 
there’s the drama to the 
gambling aspect behind 
what these things bring.”

Some of his more im-
pressive sales have includ-
ed items from the Steinway 
Mansion and Martha Gra-
ham estates. He also mar-
veled at jewels formerly 
belonging to the Maharaja 
of Jaipur that Capo Auc-
tion sold in 2011, saying 

LIPA needs change: Panel
Commission advocates privatizing utility at Rockaway hearing

Continued on Page 43

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Mom faces charges after son packs gun to school
BY STEVE MOSCO

A Far Rockaway mother fac-
es criminal charges after authori-
ties found that her 7-year-old son 
was packing more than lunch in 
his backpack last week.

Deborah Farley, 53, allegedly 
sent her son to Wave Preparatory 
Elementary School  last week with 
a .22-caliber handgun, ammuni-
tion and a flair gun and later tried 
to pull him out of the school using 
a dental appointment as a ruse af-
ter she remembered stashing the 
weapons and bullets in his knap-
sack the night before, the Queens 
district attorney said.

“The defendant faces seri-
ous criminal charges,” Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown 
said. “It is disturbing to think of 
what could have potentially oc-
curred in this case if authorities 
had not found out about the hand-
gun when they did. Illegal fire-
arms pose a serious and deadly 
threat to public safety.”

Brown said the child’s moth-
er has been charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon, reckless 

endangerment, endangering the 
welfare of a child and unlawful 
possession of marijuana, which 
was discovered when authorities 
searched her residence.

Farley is currently being 
held on $35,000 bail  and is due 
back in court Feb. 6.

According to the criminal 
complaint filed by the DA, Farley 

told investigators she had pur-
chased the firearm for protec-
tion against local thugs and, the 
night before the incident, placed 
the pistol and flare gun in her 
son’s school bag. Sometime after 
dropping her son off at the school, 
at 535 Briar Place in Far Rock-
away, Farley realized her son was 
armed and raced to pull him out 
of school, claiming he had a den-
tal appointment.

Authorities said she success-
fully signed her son out but could 
not find the weapons, which her 
son said he had given to a class-
mate. Farley then went back to 

the school and told the principal 
that there was a gun in the build-
ing.

The principal searched the 
child’s classmate and found the 
unloaded, orange flare-gun, ac-
cording to the criminal com-
plaint. Police, who were called to 
the scene along with school safety 
officers, then searched Farley’s 
son a second time and found the 
unloaded firearm, a full maga-
zine with 10 .22-caliber rounds of 
ammunition and a clear bag con-
taining 14 rounds of .22-caliber 
ammunition from a purple bag 
inside the school bag.

After the gun was located, 
authorities put the school on lock-
down. Farley was arrested a short 
time later and a search of her 
home on Cornaga Avenue yielded 
four rounds of .22-caliber am-
munition in a cardboard box and 
seven small bags of marijuana, 
the DA said.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Police released this photo of a .22-cali-
ber pistol (l.) and a flare gun they said 
were recovered from Wave Preparatory 
elementary school. Photo courtesy NYPD

Police guard the Far Rockaway school where police said a child brought a pistol 
and a flare gun. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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Good Samaritan saved dog from attack
was walking my son’s 
dog, a beagle named 
Oscar, on 210th Street 
near 69th Avenue when 

Oscar was attacked by two 
pit bulls.

I was doing all I could 
to fight them off, but they 
would not stop. I must have 
been fighting them off for 
five to 10 minutes with cars 
passing by. I do not think 

I would have been able to 
keep it up for much longer 
because the pit bulls would 
not stop.

Finally, Pradeep 
Tandon pulled up his car 
and tried to get me to get 
Oscar into the car, but with 
the pit bulls jumping and 
biting him all over, I could 
not even get him into the 
car. I was able to put him 

on top of Tandon’s trunk, 
where I was able to shield 
Oscar from further attack.

Fortunately, the pit 
bulls were not attacking 
me or other people. Tandon 
called the police and the 
police called my wife, and 
we were able to get Oscar to 
the vet.

He had five bad wounds 
and required stitches and 

staples. He seems to be re-
covering OK. I just want to 
have Tandon’s act of com-
passion toward a stranger 
in need publicly acknowl-
edged.

My son and I hope to 
thank him personally as 
soon as possible.

Donald Lum
Bayside

BUS DRIVERS ARE NOT 
SELFISH THUGS

Since they went on strike just over a week ago, the 
city’s school bus drivers have been vilified by the media 
and political leaders who said the “selfish drivers” were 
“holding the children hostage.”

Stories appeared about past leaders of the Amalgam-
ated Transit Union Local 1181, who allegedly had ties to 
organized crime. Television reports showed parents who 
said they “might have to quit” their jobs in order to get 
their children to school.

There is no denying the strike has been painful, but 
the drivers are not heartless union thugs. They are decent 
people worried about keeping their jobs.

The strike affects more than 152,000 students, 54,000 
of whom have disabilities and require special transpor-
tation arrangements. There are 7,700 yellow school bus 
routes in the city and about 11 percent of the city’s 1.35 
million public and private students were affected by the 
strike. The remaining 1.2 million students still have bus 
service because their drivers were either represented by 
other unions or were nonunion workers and their con-
tracts are not up for renewal.

Union leaders negotiated with Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and the city Department of Education for 
months and made it clear they would strike if they were 
not promised job guarantees in new contracts.

The union is demanding a jobs guarantee in the form 
of an Employee Protection Provision be included in any 
new contract. Bloomberg says that’s impossible after a 
2011 state Court of Appeals ruling blocked it specifically 
for pre-kindergarten bus contracts.

The city is trying to reduce the cost of student trans-
portation, currently the highest in the nation. That’s com-
mendable, but there should be a way to do this without 
kicking experienced drivers to the street.

We urge Bloomberg and the city Law Department to 
find a way to rewrite the contracts so the drivers will have 
some protection and new bus companies can be founded 
without having to pay the same wages as the older private 
companies.

Bloomberg is, first and foremost, a businessman. He 
is playing hardball with the union to cut costs, but the city 
should also make provision to get the affected children to 
school until an agreement is reached.
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Only Avella understands importance of parkland
n 1895, Frederick Law 
Olmstead, the genius 
who created Central and 
Prospect parks, said, 

“The survival of our park 
system requires the exclu-
sion from management of 
real estate dealers and poli-
ticians and that the first 
duty of our park trustees is 
to hand down from one gen-
eration to the next the trea-
sure of scenery which the 
city placed in their care.”

The huge increase in 
our urban population and 
the congestion in modern 
cities makes it clear Olm-
stead’s admonition more 
than 100 years ago is even 
more pertinent today. In 
the depths of the Great De-

pression, New York City 
did not sell or barter public 
parkland for so-called eco-
nomic purposes.

Unfortunately, the 
wisdom of the 1930s is lack-
ing in far too many Queens 
politicians on whom Olm-
stead’s admonition falls on 
deaf ears. A case in point is 
the continual destruction of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the benefit of real 
estate moguls and private 
business interests.

In its Dec. 20-26 issue 
(“Beep candidates wary of 
soccer site”), TimesLedger 
Newspapers wrote about 
people seeking the office 
of borough president and 
their views on allowing 

Major Soccer League, a 
private, for-profit business, 
to construct a stadium in 
FMCP, which would add 
another nail in the coffin of 
desecration of this impor-
tant and needy park for the 
underprivileged.

Those seeking office 
are state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Deputy Borough 
President Barry Groden-
chik, former Councilwom-
an Melinda Katz, Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria) and Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst).

A review of the article 
makes it clear the only 
person who understands 

what Olmstead was saying 
is Avella. There is no am-
biguity in his position. He 
opposes the MLS stadium 
in the park. At the bottom 
of the list is Grodenchik, 
who, while he claims he 
needs more information, 
says he does not oppose pri-
vate business development 
in the park — a rejection of 
Olmstead’s admonition and 
a slap in the face to the le-
gitimate users of the park.

This should come as 
no surprise, since he is a 
clone of Helen Marshall, 
the current borough presi-
dent, who for years has 
participated in the gradual 
destruction of the park.

Comrie claims he can-

not make a decision until 
he knows the opinions of 
Council members whose 
districts abut the park. 
FMCP is a public park sup-
ported by tax dollars and its 
fate is not just in the hands 
of a few Council members. 
His indecision should be 
cause for concern.

As to Katz and Val-
lone, their claim to need 
more information is politi-
cal nonsense. The only in-
formation that is relevant 
and already on the table is 
the fact that we are talking 
about public parkland, a 
non-renewable resource.

Peralta has already 
gone on record saying there 
is nothing wrong with sell-

ing off parkland to private, 
for-profit business inter-
ests, another park enemy. 
Would he dare suggest a 
stadium in Central, Pros-
pect or Bronx parks for eco-
nomic purposes?

For anyone who cares 
about preserving FMCP 
not just for themselves but 
for their children and gen-
erations as yet unborn, the 
choice for borough presi-
dent should be Avella. I 
believe his election would 
once and for all signal that 
FMCP is off limits to real 
estate moguls and private 
business interests.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Raise minimum wage above $8.50
s we start a new 
year and take a hard 
look at the city’s 
economic situation, 

a glaring need presents 
itself: In order to help re-
build our middle class, we 
need to help the working 
poor climb out of poverty 
by raising the minimum 
wage.

The minimum wage in 
the city is the federal rate 
of $7.25 an hour, or a full-
time salary of about $15,000 
a year. The minimum wage 
is not earned only by teen-
agers working part-time. In 
fact, many people earning 
this low wage are bread-
winners supporting kids.

Who can possibly sup-
port a family in the coun-
try’s most expensive city 
on that amount? Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s New 
York City Center for Eco-
nomic Opportunity sets the 
city’s poverty threshold for 
a single parent with one 
child at $21,000 and with 
two children at $25,000.

If we are serious about 
narrowing the wealth gap, 
we need to have the courage 
to pay all people a livable 
minimum wage. Because of 

New York’s high cost of liv-
ing, the effective minimum 
wage here is less than $4, 
the lowest in the country.

New York City should 
adopt a minimum wage of 
$11.50 an hour, phased in 
over five years and then 
pegged to the Consumer 
Price Index. This will help 
single-parent families with 
either one or two children 
stay above water and bol-
ster the city’s economy be-
cause almost every one of 
those dollars will be spent 
locally. We realize many 
nonprofits, which provide 
important social services 
under city contracts, will 
be affected by this change. 
These contracts would be 
reviewed and adjusted as 
appropriate.

More than 20 percent 
of workers who live in 
Queens now earn less than 
$11.50 an hour.

I support and applaud 
our leaders in Albany who 
are working to raise our 
state’s minimum wage to 
$8.50 an hour, but we need 
to recognize that the cost 
of living varies drastically 
within our state. That rate 
buys a lot more in Buffalo 

and Rochester than it does 
in Queens or Brooklyn.

New York should be 
a city where working men 
and women can afford to 
make ends meet and sup-
port their families with 
dignity. The city should 
adopt policies like paid sick 
leave, expansion of tempo-
rary disability insurance 
and paid family leave in-
surance, none of which it 
currently has.

But we need to raise 
the minimum wage now.

Opponents will ar-
gue that paying a decent 
minimum wage will cause 
unemployment to rise and 
businesses to leave the city, 
but sound economic re-
search says otherwise. New 
York is a city of opportuni-
ties, and the working poor 
need to be uplifted. That is 
a rising tide that will surely 
lift all boats.

John Liu
City Comptroller

Manhattan

Sandy bill proves government works
he U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives voted 
to approve the $51 
billion in storm re-

lief aid for the tri-state 
region, but there were 180 
representatives who voted 
against it.

That is an absolute 

disgrace. Every representa-
tive should have voted yes 
for this much-needed and 
well-deserved relief aid. 
Those who voted against 
this should be voted out of 
office for their behavior.

Kudos to those repre-
sentatives — Republican 

and Democrat — who voted 
for this bill. At least there is 
still some semblance of de-
cency in our government.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Nix plan for FMCP soccer stadium
n terms of taking park-
land for private inter-
ests, I remember help-
ing to get citizens to sign 

petitions against Donald 
Mannes’ project for putting 
a racetrack in Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park.

Fortunately, it did not 
happen. Now the fight has 
centered around the build-
ing of a soccer stadium. 
Same encroachment, new 
commodity.

Ideally, I would like 
to see a bakery put in that 

space. I would rather have 
a sacher torte than a soccer 
court.

Harriet Lembeck
Forest Hills
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he double bill of Shir-
ley Temple in “The 
Littlest Rebel” and 
“Last of the Pagans” 

was at the Astoria in Janu-
ary 1936. The Triboro had 
“A Tale of Two Cities” with 
Ronald Coleman. Errol Fly-
nn and Olivia de Haviland 
starred in “Captain Blood.” 
The Broadway Grand and 
RKO Proctors were show-
ing Katherine Hepburn in 
“Sylvia Scarlet.” “Annie 
Oakley” starred Barbara 
Stanwyck, Melvin Douglas 
and Preston Foster.

Social and service 
clubs were in their prime. 

The Chattahoochee Coun-
cil seated officers before 
200 at the Odd Fellows Hall 
in Whitestone. More than 
300 attended an Order of 
the Eastern Star meeting. 
The Cygnus Chapter, Ma-
sonic Temple held ladies’ 
amateur night at the Elks 
in Elmhurst. More than 
450 attended. Jennie Bell 
Circle, of the Forest Com-
panions, put on a minstrel 
show for 500 on Steinway 
Street. The Lady Ace So-
cial Club had 200 at a card 
party.

Headlines told of a se-
vere winter: Snow removal 

rushed in Queens as new 
storm heads for city. It was 
called the “Million Dollar 
Storm,” as the city Board of 
Estimate authorized more 
than $1 million in special 
revenue bonds for snow re-
moval.

Hard-packed snow 
hindered cleanup efforts. 
The mercury hit 3 below 
zero. Cold crippled transit 
in Queens. Ice accidents 
mounted. A shortage of 
milk was threatened. More 
snow was forecast for the 
month.

The Star-Journal set 
up a Coal Fund for people 
in need and invited the pub-
lic to send money. The pa-
per published letters from 
families seeking help. One 
family of 11 with a father 
suffering from “lumbago” 
were supported by a boy of 
18 on relief. Kids could not 

go to school, as they had no 
shoes. Children were born 
into cold water flats with 
no coal for heat.

“Keep fires burning 
for the needy,” implored the 
Star-Journal.

In the first such offense 
in 20 years, a 12-year-old 
was charged with juvenile 
delinquency. Ray Faulkner, 
of 48th Street in Sunnyside, 
caught the youngster hurl-
ing a snowball through an 
open window and hitting 
Faulkner’s ill wife in bed. 
The boy said it was an acci-
dent from a snowball fight 
on the street.

U.S. Rep. William Ber-
ry suggested consolidating 
four post offices — Long 
Island City, Flushing, Ja-
maica and Far Rockaway 
— into one boroughwide.

A 1,000-foot tower dedi-

cated to the presidents was 
forecast for the upcoming 
World’s Fair in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 
Boasting a glass-enclosed 
observation deck and a re-
volving beacon, it was to 
be a permanent monument 
after the fair. A web of high-
ways throughout Queens 
was planned to handle the 
traffic from the upcoming 
festival.

August Klaes, presi-
dent of the Queens County 
Bar Association, suggested 
changing its bylaws to per-
mit female members.

Queens had 1,208,150 
residents, a five-fold in-
crease from 1910. Ward 4, 
in Jamaica, led the totals 
with 416,000. The Tenement 
House Commission called 
the borough the ideal place 
for slum dwellers escaping 
from Brooklyn or Manhat-

tan.

Sunnyside Gardens 
was in a war. After a series 
of evictions for non-pay-
ment of rents, a mass meet-
ing at the Long Island City 
Court House demanded a 
reduction of mortgage in-
terest.

A woman got a fore-
closure writ while still in a 
hospital after giving birth 
to a baby. Six were arrested 
during another eviction. 
Residents met at the Sun-
nyside Gardens Park and 
demanded Albany declare 
a public emergency by rea-
son of the Depression.

Public officials were 
heckled at a town meeting. 
Things reached a crisis 
with the eviction of Mrs. 
Corinne Thal, of 39-26 44th 
St., whose belongings were 
tossed onto snowdrifts in 
the street.

January 1936 a month of misery for many in Queens

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO 
Surgery 

National Success Rate Over 85%

Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare

This program produces above average 
outcomes and helps delay or eliminate 
the need for costly and painful knee 
replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance plans 

including Medicare
Deductible, co-pay, medications, 
time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, addiction 
to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you from certain 
activities?

Have you been told you need a knee 
replacement?

Are you active and sometimes suffer from 
sore knees?

Do you take medications for knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up and down 
stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to alleviate knee 
pain?

Have you tried everything to get rid of knee 
pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to experience the 

relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY and start 

living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
After treating hundreds of patients, the doctors have a 
great understanding of each condition and they know 
what protocols to include for successful treatment.

86%Success

Rate

NY Rehab has 
an 86% success 
rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of 
the knee.

www.nyrehab.com

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 30 CALLERS!

Call today to schedule 
your Knee Evaluation

718-956-6565
NEW ASTORIA LOCATION

(718) 956-6565

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 
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TL Scarborough demands action against SE Qns. fl ooding
Assemblyman urges community to ask DEP not to put off long-term relief solution until 2018
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
State Assemblyman 

William Scarborough (D-
St. Albans) last week made 
an appeal to the southeast 
Queens community to pres-
sure City Hall and Albany 
to finally do something 
about the area’s flooding 
problems.

With its naturally 
high water table, south-
east Queens is constantly 
fighting back against 
groundwater that seeps 
into basements and causes 
large puddles with even the 
slightest rainfall. The wa-
ter table had been kept at 
bay by the Jamaica Water 
Co., which pumped drink-
ing water from wells across 
the area until the late 1990s, 
when the city bought the 
company and capped the 
wells.

But there is no com-
prehensive plan to address 

the problem until 2018, 
Scarborough said, when 
the city Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
plans to reopen the capped 
wells to provide drinking 
water as the department 
makes repairs to the leak-
ing Delaware Aqueduct, 
which brings water to the 
city from the Catskills.

“So pumping is not 
needed when our commu-
nity is drowning in water 
and people are having their 
homes and their businesses 
and their institutions ru-
ined through no fault of 
their own, but when they 
need the water, it’s needed, 
and I think that’s an out-
rage,” Scarborough said at 
Community Board 12’s Jan. 
16 meeting. “It’s an absolute 
outrage.”

A spokesman for the 
DEP said the department 
was assessing the opera-
tional capacity of the wells.

The Jamaica Water Co. 
used to pump about 60 mil-
lion gallons of water from 
69 wells each day, Scarbor-
ough said, but the quality 
of the H2O itself caused an 

uproar in the community.
“By the end of their 

tenure, people were de-
manding they get out of 
there. I mean I can remem-
ber hearings where people 

would bring jars of black 
water that came out of their 
tap,” Scarborough said.

At the bequest of resi-
dents, the city purchased 
the water company’s 
wells in 1996 and capped 
them, switching southeast 
Queens over to the city’s 
water system. Scarborough 
said the DEP acknowledged 
back in 2007 that the water 
had risen 35 feet since the 
wells had been capped and 
admitted flooding would 
be a major problem in the 
area.

The city has since de-
veloped several pilot pro-
grams to address the flood-
ing — including installing 
millions of dollars’ worth of 
sewer infrastructure — but 
no long-term solution exists 
to address the groundwater 
problem until the end of the 
decade.

“The answer always 
comes back to some varia-

tion of we don’t want to 
spend the money or we 
don’t have the money,” 
Scarborough said. “And we 
as a community should not 
have to accept that.”

The assemblyman 
asked the community 
board to consider a resolu-
tion saying the state and 
city budgets should not 
be passed until there is a 
comprehensive solution 
for flooding in southeast 
Queens. The state’s budget 
deadline is March 31 and 
the city’s is June 30.

“Basically they’re say-
ing to us, ‘You can sit in 
stew in this flooding for 
seven years, but when we 
need the water, we’ll put 
the well back on,’” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

State Assemblyman William Scarborough asks Community Board 
12 to draft a resolution calling for a solution to flooding in south-
east Queens. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Jamelyn Consuegra, a resident of Jackson 
Heights, Queens, is President of the Student 
Government of the Pan American International 
High School, located in the Elmhurst Educational 
Campus, Elmhurst.  Jamelyn is a proud member 
of the National Honor Society. She was elected 
Secretary of the National Honor Society and, 
for meetings, prepares the agenda and keeps 
the minutes. Jamelyn also coordinates activities 
for the Society.

The Pan American International High School 
was created to accept New York City students 
who have lived in the United States four years 
or fewer and whose home language is not 
English. Jamelyn Consuegra, who is originally 
from the Dominican Republic, has developed 
academically over the course of her studies at 
Pan American International H.S. In addition 
to holding the position of Student Government 
President, Jamelyn is an active member of the 
School Leadership Team. The School Leadership 
Team is a group that consists of parents, teachers, 
students and Principal Minerva Zanca. The 
team meets monthly to evaluate and develop 
new education policy, which may then be 
implemented as the policy for the school.

She is described by Assistant Principal 
Anthony Riccardo as, “Embodying everything 
we want our students to aspire to.” From her 
participation in Math Prep Club, through which 
Jamelyn helps students study for their Math 
Regents exams, to her participation on the Girls 
Softball Team, Jamelyn is an active player on 
the fi eld and off for her school that has given 
her so much. Outside of school, Jamelyn makes 

time to tutor a neighborhood child and help 
him do his homework.

As Student Government President, Jamelyn 
immerses herself in all school activities and is 
accessible to her peers, such as students who 
have difficulty at first adjusting to their new 
home. It is important to her that her peers feel 
comfortable and she works to make changes so 
students feel at home in the school. Jamelyn helps 
in the planning stages of all student activities, and 
has also worked with Principal Zanca to raise 
money through activities that include a much-
attended Karaoke event and a Talent Show. 
The funds raised during the Karaoke evening 
and the Talent Show helps students who need 
assistance in paying for student activities such 
as the Senior Trip or to help defray the costs 
and fees associated with graduation. Jamelyn’s 
commitment to Pan American International HS 
goes so far to include the physical building – she 
has even helped clean up after the Talent Show.

Keeping a clean environment is an activity 
Jamelyn is passionate about. She has 
spearheaded the creation of a group comprising 
students and teachers who sweep and pick up 

trash around the school. They even go so far as to 
remove graffi ti, which is a diffi cult undertaking.

 Another volunteer aspect that Jamelyn is 
passionate about is helping victims of Hurricane 
Sandy. Jamelyn is involved in collecting supplies – 
including clothing, blankets, fl ashlights, batteries, 
toiletries, and canned foods – for those affected 
by Hurricane Sandy. She also volunteers her 
time assisting the school’s College Advisor for 
the Internship Program. The program teaches 
students skills and a strong work ethic to help 
them as they move forward past graduation. 
As a member of this program Jamelyn helps the 
College Advisor with various tasks, including 
organizing her papers, fi ling documents, and 
keeping the offi ce organized.

  On a more social note, Jamelyn assists at 
the Annual Family Festival where students’ 
families meet and socialize. Particularly for 
Pan American International’s students and their 
families who are new to America, the Annual 
Family Festival provides a welcoming opportunity 
to meet other newcomers. Other annual events 
Jamelyn participates in and helps to organize is 
the Blood Drive for the Red Cross that is held at 
Pan American International High School, and the 
annual Strides Against Breast Cancer walk.

  For the future, Jamelyn would like to concentrate 
on the dental fi eld. First she plans to become a 
Dental Hygienist then attend Dental School while 
working as a Hygienist. While she loves the 
United States and is grateful for the opportunities 
here, Jamelyn dreams of having her own dental 
practice in the Dominican Republic, where she 
can treat people who cannot afford dental 
work. Moving toward these goals has resulted 
in her application to Hostos Community College 
and New York City College of Technology. 
She hopes to attend New York University or 
Columbia University to study Dentistry. We wish 
her all the best!

— By Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

JAMELYN CONSUEGRA
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
JANUARY 2013
PAN AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY

myNYCB.com
©2013 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Senate coalition has yet to prove itself: Qns. pols
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
During the first day 

in session for the state 
Senate’s new coalition gov-
ernment, Democrats and 
Republicans moved swiftly 
last week to pass the stron-
gest gun laws in the nation 
in the aftermath of the New-
town, Conn., shootings.

But Queens lawmak-
ers were not so quick to hail 
the bipartisan effort as the 
dawn of a new, progressive 
age.

By the end of the week, 
Democrats held a com-
manding 33-30 majority in 
the upper chamber after a 
contested upstate race was 
decided in their favor. But 
the party was effectively de-
nied a majority voting-block 
in December when a group 
of five rogue Democrats 
known as the Independent 
Democratic Conference an-
nounced they had reached 
a power-sharing agreement 
with the Republicans.

At the time the party 
leaders said they would 
work together on a progres-
sive agenda, and on Jan. 14 
they did so when the Sen-
ate passed the New York 
Secure Ammunition and 
Firearms Enforcement Act 
by a vote of 43-18.

“I know that the flavor 
of the month is the IDC and 
whether this is a test or not. 
I hope we don’t get bogged 
down on whether this is a 
test or not a test,” said Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Al-
bans), a member of the con-
ference and co-author of the 
state’s new gun laws.

The bill passed the Sen-
ate with help from 11 Repub-
licans and all five members 
of the IDC, but Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said the 
bipartisan support may 
have had more to do with 
the emotional nature of the 
gun debate than it did with 
party politics.

“I think that because 
of the overwhelming sup-

port for gun control all over 
the country it would have 
been hard for the IDC to op-
pose it,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
say it’s the first test. That’s 

still yet to come.”
In his State of the 

State address, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo laid out an ambi-
tious agenda he said would 

reinstall New York as the 
country’s progressive bea-
con, and Smith said he be-
lieved the coalition govern-
ment would be judged on 
whether or not those initia-
tives, which include afford-
able housing and women’s 
rights, would be allowed to 
come to the floor for a vote.

“The real test is go-
ing to be if we can get the 
members of the Legislature 
to work on the minimum 
wage, the Dream fund act 
and campaign finance re-
form,” he said.

Both houses of the Leg-
islature followed firearms 
reform by introducing their 
respective Dream Act bills, 
though last year’s attempt 
to provide undocumented 
students with financial aid 
for higher education was 
thwarted by the Senate’s 
Republican majority, which 
refused to let the bill come 
to the floor for a vote.

Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Rockville Centre) 

still chairs the powerful 
Rules Committee, a pur-
gatory where more than 
300 Democratic bills lan-
guished last year.

Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) said it 
still is not clear under the 
power-sharing arrange-
ment if Skelos will retain 
his unchecked power, add-
ing it would be up to Cuomo 
to apply pressure in order 
to bring his initiatives up 
for a vote.

Avella said that despite 
the back-door deal-making, 
the Dems can pass legisla-
tion, as long as they get the 
chance.

“The fact is we have a 
significant number of Dem-
ocrats,” he said. “There are 
enough votes to pass a pro-
gressive agenda if it comes 
to the floor.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith believes it is too soon to judge Albany’s 
new coalition government. Photo by Christina Santucci
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There’s nothing like  individual attention 
from a Princeton Review tutor .

Learn more at PrincetonReview.com/Tutoring 
800-273-8439 Ext. 1083 | PrincetonReview.com

|
Tutoring Programs

Add a few hours of tutoring onto an SAT® or ACT® 

prep course or sign up for a 24 hour tutoring program.

Either way you’ll benefit from:

Farrell also said the 
school would conduct so-
cial outreach programs to 
remind the Bayside com-
munity of the Sacred Heart 
mission beyond the class-
room: to help others. In the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
Sacred Heart provided food 
and support to several fam-
ilies who lost their homes 
in the storm, the principal 
said.

The annual celebra-
tion begins Jan. 27 through 
Feb. 2 with each day dedi-
cated to a different group 
from parents and family 
to students and the com-
munity. This year, the 
annual theme was set as 
“Catholic Schools Raise the 
Standards,” which schools 
across the country will fol-
low in their celebrations.

And those celebrations 
will be all over the borough, 
as well.

In Queens Village, Our 
Lady of Lourdes will host 
a party of its own with an 
international festival and 
noon kick-off mass Jan. 27 
with singing and more.

At St. Andrew Avel-
lino School in Flushing, 
students will enjoy a week 
of festivities, including 
a spelling bee and dance 
party.

Most schools also end 
the celebrations with stu-
dent pajama parties as well 
as an early dismissal, ac-
cording to the Diocese of 
Brooklyn.

According to the Na-

tional Catholic Education 
Association, the theme fol-
lows on the group’s launch-
ing of a new initiative 
known as the “National 
Standards and Benchmarks 
for Effective Catholic El-
ementary and Secondary 
Schools,” to ensure con-
sistent high standards at 
Catholic schools across the 
country. Catholic educators 
are also participating in a 
nationwide education ini-
tiative for all schools called 
the “Common Core Catho-
lic Identity Initiative,” the 
group said.

By the week’s end, Far-
rell said parents will be 
invited into Sacred Heart 
to see what their students 
have been up to.

“Each of our classes 
will be developing a way of 
looking at the theme, and 
children will be decorating 
their classrooms to show 
their interpretations,” Far-
rell said. “It is an opportu-
nity for people to come in 
and look at our school and 
see our children. It’s a spe-
cial week for all of us.”

The National Catholic 
Schools Week celebration 
first became an annual 
event in 1974 through the 
National Catholic Educa-
tion Association, the world’s 
largest private professional 
education association.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Our Lady of Lourdes celebrates Catholic Schools Week with an 
International Festival and performance during Sunday mass last 
year.

Boro ready to mark Catholic Schools Week
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Bayside’s Sacred Heart 

grade school will join with 
schools across Queens and 
the nation next week to 
kick off an annual celebra-
tion of Catholic education, 
the school said.

Starting Jan. 27, 
schools will recognize Na-
tional Catholic Schools 
Week to show off the value 

of Catholic education and 
what it means for the thou-
sands of young people who 
fill classrooms throughout 
the country. Schools will 
host masses, open houses 
and activities for students, 
families, parishioners and 
the community at large.

In Bayside, Sacred 
Heart Principal Dennis 
Farrell said the annual cele-
bration provided the school 

with the unique opportuni-
ty to show off the students 
ranging from pre-kinder-
garten to eighth-grade and 
staff of the school, at 216-01 
38th Ave.

“For Catholic schools, 
this is an opportunity to 
look at the things we do 
together,” Farrell said. “At 
this school, we are going 
to talk about our academic 
achievements. Eighth-grad-

ers have done extremely 
well and a lot of children 
earned scholarships to 
Catholic high schools. I am 
very impressed by that.”

Throughout the week, 
students will enjoy special 
treats such as one day with-
out their required school 
uniforms and free “Denny 
Dollars” of printed money 
with Farrell’s face on the 
front to purchase snacks.
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P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Boro’s 113th Precinct tallies 16 murders in 2012
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
South Jamaica’s 113th 

Precinct recorded 16 mur-
ders in 2012, according to 
the Police Department’s 
preliminary figures, and 
while that number is one 
less than the previous 
year’s total, it still made 
the 113th the precinct with 
the greatest number of ho-
micides in Queens. 

Overall, there were 
four fewer major-index 
crimes last year than there 
were in 2011, according to 
the early statistics.

The year’s first mur-
der came in early Febru-
ary, when 29-year-old Clin-
ton Forde was allegedly 
stabbed to death by his own 
brother inside his South Ja-
maica home, police said.

Just a few days later, 
20-year-old Cody Kahn, the 
youngest of five siblings, 
was shot and killed early in 
the morning on the corner 
of Sutphin Boulevard and 
123rd Avenue.

On March 15, 24-year-
old Maurice Johnson was 
shot and killed outside a 
building in Rochdale Vil-
lage. The August Martin 
High School grad had just 
stepped out from his home 
nearby to get a snack, his 
family said.

A few weeks later The-
odore Thomas, 26, was shot 
multiple times in the chest 
outside the Unforgettable 
Lounge on Sutphin Boule-
vard. Thomas’ mother said 
her son had left Queens to 
get away from the violence 
and was living in Pennsyl-
vania with his girlfriend.

Thomas had been back 
home only a few days for 
a brief visit before he was 
killed.

Kareem Brandy, 30, 
was found dead in April 
in his second-story apart-
ment in South Jamaica 
with a gunshot wound in 
his head.

Brandy had previously 
lived in upstate New York, 
and a TimesLedger News-

papers online story about 
his death drew comments 
from friends in the region.

On April 11, 22-year-old 
Sydney Londo was found 
dead inside his 2011 Dodge 
Charger in South Jamaica. 
The car had crashed into an 
SUV and Londo had a gun-
shot wound in his torso.

Four days later, moth-
er Roxanne Lambert, 41, 
was shot and killed by her 
boyfriend, who then turned 
the gun on himself. Everol 
Ellington’s death was ruled 
a suicide and does not count 

toward the precinct’s homi-
cide total.

On May 10, Ariel Ed-
wards was shot in the head 
near Addisleigh Park. A 
witness said Edwards had 
sought help from his next 
door neighbor before suc-
cumbing to his injury.

About a week later, 
24-year-old Shakey Foster-
Bey was found dead on Gal-
way Avenue with gunshot 
wounds in his arm, leg and 
torso.

Valley Stream, L.I., 
resident and LaGuardia 

Community College stu-
dent Euton Christian, 22, 
was shot and killed on 111th 
Avenue in June.

On July 7, three men 
were gunned down with 
an AK-47 near Springfield 
Gardens High School. 
James Bussereth, 33, of 
Queens,  and Jason Wood, 
27, and Odane Linton, 29, of 
Brooklyn, were killed in a 
hail of 50 bullets.

Toward the tend of 
the month Tavoy Walters, 
18, was shot in front of his 
home in St. Albans. Wal-

ters’ mother said she tried 
to drive her son to the hos-
pital but the police arrived 
and made her wait for an 
ambulance. The teenager 
was pronounced dead at 
North Shore University 
Hospital.

The precinct’s last 
murder came Sept. 5, when 
Jeffrey Perkins, 46, was al-
legedly stabbed to death by 
his girlfriend in the South 
Jamaica home they shared.

Anna Adams was ar-
rested and charged with 
murder and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

One of the 2012 mur-
ders was reclassified from a 
previous crime. The NYPD 
was expecting to have its 
final figures ready by the 
end of the month.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Police investigate the murder of Euton Christian in June. His was one of 16 recorded in the 113th 
Precinct in 2012, according to preliminary figures.
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who have reduced their energy use, 
gotten millions of dollars in incentives, 
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Addabbo bill would give Sandy victims tax relief
BY STEVE MOSCO

A newly formed bipar-
tisan task force is taking 
aim at Hurricane Sandy’s 
collateral damage as it 
looks to give property own-
ers a tax break.

State Sen. Joe Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), a mem-
ber of the task force, is co-
sponsoring new legislation 
that would provide relief 
from property taxes for city 
homeowners whose proper-
ties were badly damaged by 
the October storm.

The bill, known as 
the New York City Hur-
ricane Sandy Assessment 
Relief Act, would assist 
homeowners whose prop-
erties, as a result of dam-
age from the storm, lost 50 
percent or more of their as-
sessed value. Property tax 
relief would be provided 
to homeowners based on 
the amount of damage sus-
tained by their properties 
during Hurricane Sandy, 

and people whose homes 
lost all of their value as a 
result of the storm would 
not be assessed any prop-
erty taxes at all.

“Property owners who 
are trying their best to put 
their lives and homes back 
together after the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Sandy 
should not have to worry 
about paying full property 
tax bills on houses that are 
horribly damaged, or in 
some cases, no longer exist,” 
said Addabbo. “Tax bills 
are based on the assessed 
value of the property, and if 
the property is in shambles 
and has lost most or all of 
its value, the tax burden 
must be reduced accord-
ingly or eliminated. These 
people have already lost so 
much, they don’t need this 
additional financial and 
emotional burden.”

Addabbo said the per-
centage of loss in assessed 
value of the properties 
would be determined by the 
city Department of Finance, 
whose findings could be 
reviewed by the city Tax 

Commission if requested 
by the property owner. Ho-
meowners seeking the as-
sessment relief would need 
to submit a written request 
to the Finance Department 
for consideration within 90 
days of the legislation being 

approved and signed into 
law by the governor.

The bill is now under 
consideration by the Sen-
ate Committee on Cities. In 
the state Assembly, the leg-
islation is being reviewed 
by the Committee on Real 

Property Taxation.
Addabbo noted that he 

continues to be involved in 
Hurricane Sandy relief ef-
forts, both in his district — 
which was especially dev-
astated by the storm — and 
in the state Legislature.

“This tax relief legisla-
tion seeks to address just 
one aspect of the many is-
sues that have arisen in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
and I know we will be tak-
ing action to remedy other 
concerns and problems 
related to the aftermath of 
the storm,” he said. “I hope 
that this bill, which would 
ease a financial burden on 
homeowners who are al-
ready suffering so many 
heartbreaking hardships, 
will get the legislative at-
tention it deserves.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A state Senate bill seeks to ease property taxes for Hurricane Sandy victims.

Homeless man found dead 
in Richmond Hill inferno

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Police were still work-
ing to identify the body of 
a homeless man who was 
found dead inside the de-
tached garage of an aban-
doned Richmond Hill home 
that went up in flames over 
the weekend.

When firefighters ar-
rived at the boarded-up 
house near the corner of 
120th Street and Liberty 
Avenue just before 1 a.m. 
Saturday, the small garage 
at the end of its driveway 
was engulfed in flames. 
The heat was so intense it 
melted the vinyl siding on 
nearby homes.

Once the flames were 
extinguished, a scorched 
body was found inside, ac-
cording to the police. As 
of press time Wednesday, 
no identification had been 
made and the cause of the 

fire was still being investi-
gated.

Neighbors said that for 
the past few years a group 
of homeless men have 
been living in the garage, 
although police said that 
when they arrived, there 
were no vagrants at the 
scene.

Shafqat Wasi, whose 
home is separated from the 
driveway leading to the ga-
rage by only a wooden fence, 
said there were no prob-
lems a few years ago when 
the house was occupied, but 
after the renters moved out 
the landlord could not find 
any tenants.

For a while, he said, a 
group of about 10 middle-
aged homeless people lived 
inside the house, and in 
addition to drinking, drug 
use and fighting their pres-
ence raised concern among 
the neighbors because they 

would use candles to light 
the home.

After several com-
plaints to the authorities, 
Wasi said, the squatters 
eventually moved back to 
the garage.

“They boarded up the 
house and then they moved 
to the garage,” he said. “I 
saw them using candles in 
there. I told them don’t do 
that. It’s not safe.”

Wasi said he was 
awakened in the middle of 
the night and looked out the 
window to see flames lick-
ing up from the garage for 
about 20 minutes before the 
firefighters got the inferno 
under control.

“I know they gotta 
keep warm, but there’s got-
ta be a better way,” he said. 
“Isn’t there a city shelter or 
something like that where 
they can go?”

ST. FRANCIS STUDENTS RETURN
Roman Catholic school St. Francis De Sales, in Belle Harbor, reopened Tuesday after more 
than two months of being shut down due to damages from Hurricane Sandy. Balloons 
donned the front entrance to welcome students back. Photo by Karen Frantz

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Diffi culty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs
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AP and courtesy Grace Meng

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 25–31, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

TL

Saint Kevin School
Your child & our school - A great match!

A Leader In Educating Children Since 1939

• 2 Computer labs, Whiteboards
   & Smartboards
• Spanish, (PreK-8), Music, Art,
   Library, Title 1, Physical Education
• Early Morning Drop-off
• Sacramental Preparation,
   Choir, Band
• After School Program
• Active Home School Association
• Affi nity Tuition Incentive Program
• CYO Sports Program
• Care & Share Program
• Scouting Program
• Universal Pre-KProgram
• Renzulli Learning Program
• After school enrichment classes
   in Science and Math

COME FOR A VISIT
YOU’LL NEVER WANT TO LEAVE!

Tours offered Mondays - Thursdays 10 am - 1 am
Please call the school to make arrangements

• Nursery through 8th Grade
• Mommy & Me Program
• Excellent Academic Program
• Test Scores in the 95 percentile
• Over $250,000 in High School
   Scholarships Awarded in 2012

45-50 195 Street, Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 357-8110 • www.stkevinschool.org

Dr. Thomas R. Piro, PRINCIPAL
Bishop Raymond Chappetto, PASTOR

SPECIAL FEATURES

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, January 27th 11 am – 1 pm

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

If you are looking for 
an outstanding school 
for a strong Catholic 
education, consider St. 
Kevin School, located at 
45-50 195 St. in Flush-
ing.  Founded in 1939, 
St. Kevin School has 
evolved into a “state of 
the art” institution where 
children learn and grow 
in faith and community.

From nursery to 
grade eight, children at 
St. Kevin School receive 
caring instruction, not 
just in the areas of lit-
eracy and math, but also 
in religion, art, music, 
Spanish and physical ed-
ucation.

The Early Childhood 
Program (three, four and 
five year olds) helps chil-
dren develop into happy, 
caring young students 
who acquire pre-reading 

skills, learn to dance and 
sing and love to share.

The elementary and 
middle school students 
develop into thoughtful, 
community conscious 
individuals who will be-
come “well-rounded” 
and successful in tomor-
row’s world.

And the junior high 
students aspire to achieve 

success in the quality 
high schools to which 
they are accepted. Their 
“track record” for schol-
arships, yearly, exceeds 
$250,000.

The administration 
and faculty of St. Kevin 
School consider it an 
outstanding place to send 
a child for a fine Catholic 
education. 

St. Kevin School

Ozone Park HS gets
$50K for engineering

BY STEVE MOSCO

An influx of money will help an Ozone 
Park school engineer some higher learn-
ing. 

The High School for Construction 
Trades, Engineering and Architecture, at 
94-06 104th St., is one of 10 academies of en-
gineering across the country set to receive 
a combined $50,000 in funding from the 
National Action Council for Minorities in 
Engineering.

The Ozone Park school was selected 
based on its commitment to enhancing 
learning opportunities for minority stu-
dents on track to pursue higher education 
in science, technology, engineering and 
math careers.

“The High School for Construction 
Trades, Engineering and Architecture has 
enjoyed a long-standing partnership with 
the National Action Council for Minori-
ties in Engineering since we first opened 
our doors seven years ago,” said Assistant 
Principal Steven Wynn. “During this time, 
NACME has generously supported our 
school’s mission through grants, scholar-
ships, student internships, business and 
university partnerships, and through their 
vast network of professional resources. We 
are extremely grateful for their ongoing 
support in providing educational resourc-
es to minority high school students inter-
ested in pursuing careers in math, science, 
technology and engineering” — known as 
STEM education.

Wynn said the school’s faculty is still 
determining the best way to use the funds, 
which will amount to a windfall of $5,000. 
NACME officials said the funding will pro-
vide equipment and other classroom ma-
terials for high school students and their 
teachers that will help them participate in 

hands-on learning.
Along with the spending cash, the 

school also received NACME’s Pre-Engi-
neering Scholarship applications in the 
amount of $2,500. This will give students 
a range of resources available through 
NACME.

“The students in academics of engi-
neering like Construction Trades Engi-
neering and Architecture School are going 
to be tomorrow’s engineers, so we need to 
provide them with every possible opportu-
nity to succeed,” said Dr. Irving Pressley 
McPhail, NACME president and CEO.

The grant is made possible through a 
$150,000 contribution to NACME made by 
AT&T to promote high-tech skills among 
minority students.

“There is an increasing demand 
among employers for workers with high-
tech skills and AT&T is committed to help-
ing to foster these skills in students such 
as those attending Construction Trades 
Engineering and Architecture School,” 
said Marissa Shorenstein, president of 
AT&T New York. “By supporting STEM 
education programs, we can ensure that 
as many students as possible have access 
to the skills they need to succeed in college 
and in the global economy.”

In addition to the Ozone Park school, 
nine other engineering institutes in Texas, 
Wisconsin, California, Florida, Georgia, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Louisiana and North 
Carolina each received $5,000 in funding.

“AT&T’s support for the 10 high schools 
in the Academy of Engineering model is 
an excellent example of the strength of 
this commitment and makes a compelling 
case for the efficacy of private-public part-
nerships in advancing STEM education,” 
McPhail said.

The High School for Construction Trades, Engineering and Architecture will receive a grant to boost 
education.
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MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION
National Catholic Education Association Membership

Dennis J. Farrell, Principal

Catholic Schools RAISE the standards.
Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 27th: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 28th - Friday, February 1st: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 29th: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Offers:
Full Science Lab, Computer Lab, iPads, SMART Boards Technology, Foreign Language (K-8th Grade),  

Automated Library with 12,000 Volumes, Art, Music, Physical Education, Remediation Program, Extended Day Program, Early Drop-off, 

Guidance Program, Student Council, Service Activities, Grade-Level Buddy Program, Two Year-Old Program, Nursery, Pre-K.

Extracurricular Programs Include: Mad Science, Chess, Intramurals, Oil Painting, Writing Club, History Club, Computer Club, Glee Club,  

Math 9, Earth Science Regents, Parish Scouting and Parish CYO.

Eighth grade class of 2012 won over one-half million dollars worth of scholarships to Catholic High Schools, as well as 

 acceptances to the specialized academic, science, and performing arts High Schools.

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEKSPECIAL 
ADVERTISING 
SECTION

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
At Sacred Heart School our days are very busy! 

During any school day you will most likely find some of the following: 
Students arriving early to school  Prayer and the pledge of Allegiance in every classroom 

Teachers at work preparing their lessons SMART boards in use in the classrooms  Students using our new iPads  

Grade Levels attending 9 a.m. Mass  Students attending art, library, music, physical education classes 

Spanish lessons throughout the building  School pictures

The graduating class taking graduation pictures  Parents and children enjoying our Fall Festival  Teachers helping 

the children develop important learning skills  Students solving Math problems  Science lab activities  Lunch in the 

cafeteria  Teachers helping students with their daily activities  Creative and academic writing

Books being borrowed from our library with more than 12,000 books  Student artwork on display throughout the 

building  Students at work in the computer lab  Lunchtime recess outside in good weather

Students receiving help in the remediation and resource room classes 

Students staying after school to participate in after-school activities including: writing club, oil painting, intramurals, 

Math 9, earth science, computer club, book club, extended day program, glee club, history club 

Our students participating in the parish scouting program, CYO sports, altar services, and children’s choir

Student work on display outside each classroom  Classrooms involved in a “buddy” activity with another classroom

Students preparing for a “big” test  Students enjoying the work of other students

216-01 38th Avenue, Bayside NY 11361  718–631–4804
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SECTION

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs
Kindergarten through Grade 8

Computer Room with Internet Access
Art, Music, Physical Education, and Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards in all Homerooms
After School Clubs

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 27, 2013, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM
“Please come have a cup of coffee at our hospitality table”

 
OPEN SCHOOL

Monday, January 28, 2013
Pre-K AM Open House 8:30 – 9:00 AM
Nursery Open House 1:00 – 1:30 PM

Tuesday, January 29, 2013
Nursery Open House 1:00 – 1:30 PM

Wednesday, January 30, 2013
Grandparents’ Day Open House 9:30 – 10:00 AM

Refreshments to follow
Thursday, February 1, 2013
Pre-K All Day and Grades K-8
Open House 9:00 – 10:00 AM

 
REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR

Sunday, January 27, 2013: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Monday, January 28 – Thursday, January 31, 2013: 7:30 AM – 2:00 PM

Friday, February 1, 2013: 7:30 – 11:00 AM

 “Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT SCHOOL

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
School has been partnering with the 
parents of the Bayside area to educate 
their children since 1951.  The mission 
of the school is to establish a learning 
environment where students are inspired 
to embrace Catholic values, be life-long 
learners, be active members of the Church 
community and to obtain the necessary 
skills for future leadership. 

Our academic program provides a 
quality Catholic education through the 
implementation of Diocesan and New 
York State Standards in an environment 
that challenges and encourages students to 
work to their full potential. Many students 
receive scholarships to the local Catholic 
High Schools.  The Class of 2012 received 
$275,000 in scholarships.  Currently 
alumni of Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament are attending West Point, 
Harvard, Yale, Georgetown, Vanderbilt 

University and U Penn to name a few.
We aspire to develop many areas of 

your child’s God-given talents.  Our 
comprehensive Music program offers 
instruction in all grades Nursery-Grade 8, 
Music Together Preschool Program, String 
orchestra, school band, Show Choir, 
community outreach performances, 
Liturgical Music Ensemble, Recorder 
Karate in grades 3-6, Christmas and 
Spring Concerts.  The art program 
encourages individual expression through 
a variety of mediums, explores art history 
and develops skills and techniques 
culminating in an annual showcase.

We believe a strong relationship 
between home and school is essential. 
This is accomplished through our active 
Home School Association and open 
communication between parents and 
teachers, which is enhanced through 
technology.

Where to send your child to school 
is one of the most important 
decisions you will ever make.

We invite you to visit 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament School to help you decide.

We offer: 

   in the morning and afternoon 
Comprehensive Music Program including 

   a string orchestra and choirs 
Music Together Preschool Program 

   degrees and certification 
   Interactive Whiteboards and Internet access

   and parental involvement 
Active CYO Sports including basketball, 

   baseball, softball, swimming, track, and soccer

We welcome the opportunity to share our school spirit with you.  
Please call the office for a tour of our facility and see for yourself all we have to offer.  

Hope to see you soon.

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361
Fax 718-229-5820
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Murder rate grew last year in 114th, 108th Pcts.
BY REBECCA HENELY

  
Crime rose in the 114th Pre-

cinct and fell in the 108th in 2012, 
although incidents of murder, 
rape and felony assault rose in 
both precincts last year, accord-
ing to NYPD statistics.

The 114th Precinct — which 
includes Astoria, Dutch Kills and 
the Astoria, Ravenswood and 
Queensbridge public housing de-
velopments — logged 2,083 inci-
dents of crime last year compared 
to 2,007 in 2011. The murder rate 
also moved up slightly with six 
slayings in 2012 vs. five in 2011.

The first murder of the year 
occurred in February, when 
32-year-old Jordan Hawes beat his 
wife Tara to death with a baseball 
bat inside their 30th Street apart-
ment. He pleaded guilty to the 
crime and received a sentence 
of 25 years in prison. A disturb-
ing echo of the crime took place 
in June, when 33-year-old Jason 
Bohn allegedly strangled and 
beat his girlfriend, 27-year-old 
Danielle Thomas, in the apart-
ment on 33rd Street where they 

once lived together, the Queens 
district attorney’s office said. 

At Astoria Houses in March, 
23-year-old Tysheen Davis was al-
legedly shot by 19-year-old neigh-
bor Lacorey Johnson, police said. 
The next slaying in 2012 occurred 
in April near a housing project, 
when Ravenswood Houses resi-
dent Shaka Ryan was shot in a 
liquor store. Tori Burke, 22, was 
later arrested in connection with 
the crime, according to a family 
member of Burke. 

In May, 35-year-old Wahid El-
awame allegedly stabbed 28-year-
old Mrwan Said in an apartment 
above a hookah cafe on Steinway 
Street, police said. 

On Aug. 21, 75-year-old Car-
melo Cucchiara was found dead 
at his home at 41st street near 21st 
Avenue, an NYPD spokeswoman 
said. While police originally 
marked it as a mysterious death 
to be investigated , the city medi-
cal examiner ruled that he had 
been suffocated with a pillow, po-
lice said. Gregory Cucchiara, 36, 
was arrested in connection with 
the crime, police said.

The 108th Precinct encom-
passes Long Island City, Sunny-
side and most of Woodside. Its ho-
micide rate doubled in 2012 with 
four murders compared to 2011’s 
two slayings.

In Long Island City in Sep-
tember, 28-year-old Oscar Arzeno 
died after a fight with 28-year-old 
gas station worker Jesse Singh. 
The latter’s family claimed he 
was defending himself. No ar-
rests were made. 

Three homicides occurred in 

Sunnyside last year. In Septem-
ber, Amis Cale fatally stabbed his 
wife Jennifer before jumping off 
the No. 7 train. Both later died at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center. In the 
same month, 62-year-old Sunny-
side resident Lou Rispoli was as-
saulted by three men, currently 
unapprehended, near his home 
and later died from his injuries. 
Another murder occurred on a 
Sunnyside No. 7 train platform 
in December when 46-year-old 
Sunando Sen was pushed in front 

of the subway. Erika Menendez, 
31, is awaiting trial in connection 
with the crime.

The 114th Precinct saw a rise 
in all crimes except robberies, of 
which there were 319 in 2012 com-
pared to 331 in 2011. Rapes spiked 
up to 41 vs. 26 last year. In 2012 
there were also 352 felony assaults 
compared to 345 in 2011, 473 bur-
glaries compared to 465 in 2011, 
697 grand larcenies compared to 
647 in 2011, and 195 grand larceny 
autos compared to 188 in 2011.

In the 108th Precinct, rapes 
jumped to 15 from 11 in 2011, rob-
beries increased to 189 vs. 155 in 
2011 and felony assaults rose to 142 
in 2012 compared to 120 the previ-
ous year. The precinct had a drop 
in burglaries to 243 down from 
291 in 2011, a decline in grand lar-
cenies to 462 from 506 in 2011 and 
a decrease in grand larceny autos 
to 137 from 181 in 2011.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Jim Davis (c.) waits outside Astoria Houses as police investigate his son Tysheen 
Davis’ murder. Tysheen Davis was one of six people killed in the 114th Precinct 
last year.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Jamaica), fresh off 
his first few days in Alba-
ny, celebrated his inaugu-
ration with a ceremonial 
swearing-in at York College 
last week.

Sanders was officially 
sworn in Jan. 9 and spent 
the first two days last week 
in session in Albany, where 
he voted to pass the state’s 
new assault weapons ban.

He returned to his dis-
trict Jan. 20 for a ceremony 
in the atrium at York where 
he was joined by his friends, 
family, constituents and 
colleagues in government.

“My friends, never 
have so few owed so much 
to so many,” Sanders said. 
“I am perhaps the most 
blessed of men.”

Donovan Richards, 
who served as Sanders’ 

chief of staff and is running 
to fill his vacant seat in the 
Council, recalled a story 
about how his boss one time 
told him to hang some cur-
tains in their office. Rich-
ards said he did not know 
how to hang curtains, and 
Sanders told him there is 
only one way to learn.

“But that speaks of the 
character of him. Instead of 
him pointing me in a direc-
tion to directly do it, he said 
‘You gotta try. If you don’t 
try, how do you know you 
can’t accomplish it or you 
can accomplish it?’” Rich-
ards said. “That’s the sort 
of man you’re getting in the 
state Senate.”

Sanders served 11 
years in the City Council 
representing Far Rock-
away, Rosedale, Laurelton 
and Springfield Gardens 
before being elected to the 
Senate in November. As 

part of his campaign strat-
egy, he made an aggressive 
play to court voters  in the 
diverse South Asian neigh-
borhoods of Richmond Hill 
and South Ozone Park.

“Queens is the most di-
verse county in the United 
States. We’ve got a little bit 
of everybody in Queens,” 
he said. “And it was a rain-
bow coalition that came 
together that decided that 
we need a new day in our 
district.”

Facing term limits, 
Sanders challenged former 
Sen. Shirley Huntley, who 
just days before the Septem-
ber primary was indicted 
by the state attorney gener-
al on obstruction charges.

At the swearing-in, 
Sanders asked the gathered 
crowd to take a silent mo-
ment of prayer for Huntley’s 
daughter, who was having 
health problems.

Joining the new sena-
tor were his colleagues 
in the state Legislature, 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) and state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck); Councilmen 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
and Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens); and Demo-
cratic Conference Leader 
Sen. Andrea Steward Cous-
ins (D-Yonkers), who ad-
ministered the oath.

Sanders said he con-
tinued to live by the lessons 
he learned in church and 
through the struggles of his 
parents, and then invited 
his guests to “break bread” 
with him.

“My roots are South-
ern,” he said. “We don’t do 
a meal where you have to 
go and get a meal. We don’t 
do finger food. We do two 
handful food.”

State Sen. James Sanders Jr. (front r.) places his hand on a Bible held by his father, James Sanders, as Senate Democratic Conference 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins (front l.) performs a ceremonial swearing in. Photo by Christina Santucci

A federal judge has temporar-
ily removed a ban on certain 
stop-and-frisk practices in the 
Bronx.

Manhattan judge 
lifts stop-and-frisk 
ban in Bronx case

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Manhattan federal 
judge Tuesday temporarily 
lifted a ban she had ordered 
earlier this month prohibit-
ing the NYPD from using 
questionable stop-and-frisk 
practices outside certain 
buildings in the Bronx, but 
reasserted that she will 
consider even stricter re-
strictions in March.

On Jan. 8, U.S. District 
Court Judge Shira Scheind-
lin ordered the Police De-
partment to cease making 
what she contended were 
unconstitutional stops out-
side Bronx buildings en-
rolled in the department’s 
Operation Safe Halls pro-
gram, which grants offi-
cers access to patrol private 
buildings.

The judge said in her 
opinion the NYPD’s stop-
and-frisk practices were 
unconstitutional in cases 
where a “reasonable per-
son would not feel free” to 
leave after being stopped 
by police simply for being 
near one of the Safe Halls 
buildings.

In Queens, commu-
nities such as Jamaica, 
Jackson Heights and Co-
rona — which have some 
of the largest numbers of 
stop-and-frisks in the city 
— have decried the practice 
as racial profiling.

After the city appealed 
Scheindlin’s order, she 
temporarily lifted the ban 
Tuesday, writing that forc-
ing the NYPD to retrain 
its officers “may impose 
significant burdens on the 
NYPD.” She will preside 
over a class-action case in-
volving a broader challenge 
to stop-and-frisk in March.

“Because any unneces-
sary administrative costs 
imposed on the NYPD will 
be in some sense irrevers-
ible, the risk of irreparable 
harm weighs in favor” of 
lifting the ban, she wrote.

City lawyer Heidi 
Grossman said she believed 
“the court correctly lifted 

the immediate relief it had 
ordered” earlier.

Scheindlin indicated 
that when she conducts a 
hearing  in March on the 
second case, she plans to 
consider even tougher re-
strictions to the NYPD’s 
policies.

Forcing the NYPD to 
comply with two separate 
and possibly different sets 
of orders, she wrote, could 
create “administrative in-
efficiencies” that may harm 
the department.

And while she conced-
ed that allowing the NYPD 
to continue making ques-
tionable stops could harm 
those in danger of being 
stopped, she said the time 
to consider the appropriate 
balance would come soon 
enough.

“On the other hand, 
allowing a longstanding 
unconstitutional practice 
to persist for a few months 
while the parties present 
arguments regarding the 
appropriate scope of a rem-
edy is quite distinct from 
allowing such a practice to 
persist until the completion 
of trial,” she wrote.

Scheindlin denied a 
request by the city to post-
pone the March trial .

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Sanders sworn in at York
Honorary ceremony held after senator voted for assault weapons ban
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BY CARMEN CUSIDO

Thalia Spanish Theatre in Sun-
nyside is unveiling the African roots 
of tango in music and dance with 
the world premiere of “afroTango” 
starting Friday and running eight 
weeks.

“Tango was born in Argentina 
and Uruguay. In Uruguay, African 
influence was there from the very 
beginning,” said Angel Gil Orrios, 
who produced, designed and direct-
ed “afro Tango” and is also Thalia’s 
artistic and executive director. 
“What I wanted to do was bring up 
that other side of tango that is not as 
well known: the African influence.

Thalia has been showcasing 
tango performances every January 
for the past 26 years, Gil Orrios said. 
This is the first production where 
the theatre will feature tango as well 
as candombe – and African dance 
tradition popular in Uruguay. 

“Because of candombe, you 
need to have three drummers. We’ve 
never had drummers in a tango pro-
duction. Because of that, musically, 
it’s going to sound differently,” he 
said. “We’re going to do a wonder-
ful fusion of candombe and tango. 
Tango is also part of the Uruguayan 
culture, not just the Argentinian.”

Gil Orrios said tango and can-
dombe have been designated as Ar-
gentina and Uruguay’s “Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity” by 
the United Nations Educational, Sci-

entific and Cultural Organization, 
or UNESCO.

Carolina Jaurena and her dance 
partner, Andres Bravo, choreo-
graphed the upcoming production of 
“afroTango.”  

“Tango is more melancholy and 
passionate,” said Jaurena. “It’s good 
to have that balance of both. Tango 
is a little more serious, more ele-
gant and candombe is a very happy 
rhythm … it’s going to be a nice fu-
sion.” 

The other couple dancing dur-
ing “afroTango’s” run are Anton 
Gazenbeek and Mandi Messina, Jau-
rena said.

For Jaurena, the production is 
also a family affair. Jaurena’s father, 
Latin Grammy winner Raul Jaure-
na, is the musical director and ban-
doneón player. Her mother, Marga 
Mitchell, sings in the show. 

“I’ve been around tango for 
quite some time, and it’s just got a 
hold of me,” said the Venezuelan- 
born Jaurena, 36, who currently 
lives in Newark, N.J. “Once it grabs 
your heart, you just can’t let it go. I 
decided to make it my profession and 
my life. It’s the best decision I ever 
made. Tango has been my specialty 
for a few years now. This is what I do 
professionally. This is what I teach 
on a regular basis in New York.”

Jaurena has been dancing pro-
fessionally for about 14 years after 

Thalia Spanish Theatre adds spice 
to Queens’ entertainment scene
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Carolina Jaurena and Andres Bravo bring 
drama to the dance floor with international 
flare. Photo courtesy Thalia Spanish Theatre



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 2

5-
31

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

34

TL

Answers in Sports

BY JACOB DILSON

Guitarist Ricky Byrd 
will collaborate with Rock-
ers In Recovery, a Florida-
based non-profit organiza-
tion that gives support to 
musicians suffering from 
addiction this Friday at 
8 p.m. They will be host-
ing a concert at The Cut-
ting Room, a Manhattan 
nightclub, to raise money 
for those affected by Super-
storm Sandy.

It has been more than 
two months since the hur-
ricane ravaged the East 
Coast, but families in low-
er-lying parts of New York 
are still suffering. Byrd 
himself is from Howard 
Beach and his house sus-
tained severe damage.  But 
he recognizes that actually 
“having a house to repair” 
makes him more fortunate 
than many others, and that 
is why he is giving back to 
these hard-hit communi-
ties through this musical 
fund-raiser. 

Its main feature will 

be the Rockers In Recov-
ery All-Star Band, and an 
opening performance from 
the Queens-based doo-wop 
group, The Capris. Spe-
cial guests throughout the 
night will include rhythm-
and-blues singer Gary US 
Bonds; English songwriter 

and singer Ian Hunter; re-
cording artist and actor 
Michael Des Barres; Brit-
ish Invasion veteran Billy 
J. Kramer; LaLa Brooks 
(The Crystals), Gene Cor-
nish (The Rascals), Simon 
Kirke (Free, Bad Company), 
Handsome Dick Manitoba 

(The Dictators) and Mark 
Bosch (Ian Hunter Rant 
Band). A & E Private Ses-
sion’s Lynn Hoffman and 
Q104.3 DJ Ken Dashow will 
be hosting the event.

“There are many who 
no longer have a home and 
are not being taken care of 

by insurance,” said Byrd, 
“We’re hoping these funds 
can help them with much 
needed repairs.”  

Aside from music, The 
Cutting Room show will 
have themed merchandise 
and auction items. All pro-
ceeds will go to The Gray-

beards, a non-profit based 
in Rockaway Beach, and the 
West Hamilton and Broad 
Channel Volunteer fire de-
partments. These areas are 
still rebuilding homes and 
removing Sandy’s debris, 
and fund-raising events 
like Byrd’s will help them 
get back on their feet.  

State Sen. Joe Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
represents much of the 
decimated area, including 
Howard Beach, Hamilton 
Beach, Broad Channel and 
the Rockaways. He has been 
heavily involved in Sandy 
relief efforts, and on Jan. 17 
co-sponsored a bill to pro-
vide suffering homeowners 
with property tax relief. He 
said he believes strongly in 
the cause behind the upcom-
ing concert at 44 East 32nd 
St. in Manhattan.

“I know there are thou-
sands of people who still 
need assistance,” he said.  
“That is why I am so grate-
ful to Ricky Byrd and Rock-
ers in Recovery and all the 
participants in the event.”   

Musicians set to rock out for storm benefi t concert

Musicians (from l. to r.) Mark Stein, Liberty DeVitto, Christine Ohlman, Ricky Byrd, Kasim Sulton and Richie Supa are among the perform-
ers slated for a Hurricane Sandy benefit concert. Photo courtesy Kayos Productions Inc.
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working at a bank for five 
years. She said she quit 
her job at the bank in order 
to put all her energy into 
tango. Jaurena co-starred 
in the musical “Tango 5 
Senses,” which premiered at 
Thalia last January. She has 
appeared in six productions 
at the theatre since 1998. 

Thalia’s “afroTango” 
this year runs from Jan. 25 
to Mar. 17; at 8 p.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays and at 4 
p.m. on Sundays. There will 
be about 25 performances 
during the eight-week run 
of the show, Gil Orrios said. 
The yearly tango produc-
tions are usually popular 
and the performances sell 
out. The theatre has 100 
seats, Gil Orrios said. 

Tickets for the “afro-
Tango” performances are 
$35 for adults and $32 for 
students and seniors, $30 
on Fridays and special 
group rates also are avail-
able. There will be a special 
Valentine’s Day show Feb. 
14, 2013, followed by a recep-

tion with the artists. Wine 
and tapas will be served. 
Tickets are $50 per person.

During last year’s per-
formance of “Tango 5 Sens-
es,” Carolina Jaurena intro-
duced the idea of offering 
tango lessons for patrons 
for a fee. This year, Jaure-
na and her partner, Bravo, 
will also teach two tango 

workshops for beginners 
and intermediate dancers. 
The fee is $150 per person 
for seven weeks from Feb. 2 
to Mar. 16. Beginner classes 
are taught from 4-5 p.m. fol-
lowed by the intermediate 
classes from 5-6 p.m. 

For more information 
and tickets, call (718) 729-
3880 or visit www.thali-
atheatre.org. The theatre is 
located at 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave. in Sunnyside. 

Continued from Page 33

THALIA

Marga Mitchell serenades while Maestro Raul Jaurena leads the 
band. Photo courtesy Thalia Spanish Theatre
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Colden Auditorium 
@ Queens College

“Seemingly 
impossible... 
virtually 
unbelievable!”  
- Los Angeles Times
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For all ages.

P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

 

DELIVERY ONLY DINE IN ONLY

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat
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30.  Daisylike bloom
31.  ___ constrictor
32.  C.I.O.'s partner
33.  Many a title starter
35.  Accommodations in  
 parks
36.  Certain wind
37.  Spartan
38.  1 or 66 (abbr.)
39.  Cybertalk for "I shall  
 return momentarily"
42.  "-- Miz"
44.  Gad about
45.  High standards
46.  Auto sales site
47.  Refines, as ore
49.  Gift for a pipe smoker
50.  "Not so!" retort
51.  Caffè ___
52.  Caustic agent
57.  Cat starter?
58.  Some four-year degs.
59.  Amazing animal?

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Jan. 25-31, 2013

By Ed Canty 

B Plus
Across
1. Lots
6. Cutting remark
10. When it's broken,  
 that's good
13.  Loosen, as laces
14.  Peek follower
15.  Dog show partner?
16.  One of  two next to  
 home plate
18.  "A Dream" artist
19.  Give off, as light
20.  Skater Midori and  
 family
21.  Intro drawing class
22.  Cruise part?
23.  Marriage partner
26.  Give and take?
28.  At risk
29.  "True Blue" Canadian  
 brewer
34.  Academy freshman
35.  Farm towers
39.  "Beer Barrel Polka"  
 beer
40.  "America's Got ___"
41.  Git down an' dirty?
43.  Clapton and Dickerson
48.  A tough thing to  
 swallow
53.  Sandler of  "Big Daddy"
54.  Some jeans
55.  "The Star-Spangled  
 Banner" opener
56.  "... for a ___ pittance"
57.  Bach title?
58.  Turkey purchase
60.  Mason's Gardner?
61.  "Nae" sayer?
62.  Apportion
63.  College catalog abbr.
64.  Loafer, e.g.
65.  Exams

Down
1. ' 60s veep Humphrey
2.  Charm
3.  Famous Hun
4.  Like some dates
5.  "Comprende?"
6.  Butter up?
7.  "The Name of  the  
 Rose" figure
8.  Fowl place
9.  Exchange blows
10.  Easily moved
11.  Follows Greater or  
 Lesser
12.  Deli choice
15.  "Could be"
17.  Adam's donation?
21.  "All Things Considered"  
 reporter Shapiro
24.  First name in rock
25.  Presidents' Day mo.
27.  "... as old as yonder  
 ___": James Joyce

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

INTELLIGENCE FIRST
R A S P D O M E D E D D A
A C M E A B O V E L O U S
T R A P W I S E C R A C K S
S E R P E N T S L E S S E N

T E N A P T
E S P R E S S O W A I S T S
A C H Y A L P O I C H A T
S A O N E I T H E R A R E
E R N I E P I N E B R O W
S E E D E D C O R R U P T S

I D O H I C
C A R O L S A B S O L U T E
A C U T E A N G L E T R I X
R A N I G O O U T U V E A
D I S C E D G E S P E R M

KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

Story time — Each week 
children enjoy a selection from 
a different author.
When: Wednesdays, 11 am; 
through Jan. 30
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Moving Image workshop 
— Children 7 and older 
accompanied by an adult (12 
on their own) visit the museum 
and learn about moving images.
When: January 26, Noon–5 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888; www.
movingimage.us

Scientifi cally Speaking/
Winter Snow Globes — Pre-

register. Ages 9 and up. Nature 
hike, animals, learn about 
weights and measures.
When: Jan. 26, 1 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

“The Bee Movie” — The 
voices of Jerry Seinfeld, 
Renée Zellweger and Matthew 
Broderick join together to 
make this little movie about a 
rebellious bee into a bit hit.
When: Jan. 26, 1 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888; www.
movingimage.us

Winter snow globes — Learn 
about the concepts of weights, 
fl oating and sinking and then 
create your own snow globe.
When: January 26, 1–3 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Winter Wetland Ecology 
— Children will investigate 
the wetland environment, 

discovering what lies beneath 
the snow and ice of the zoo’s 
ponds. Encounters with our 
animals that call the wetlands 
their home is included.
When: January 27, 10–11:30 am
Where: Queens Zoo, 53-51 111th 
St., Corona
Contact: (718) 271-1500; 
queenszoo.com

Wii Fridays — Teens meets 
with friends and play electronic 
games.
When: Fridays, 3:30 pm, from 
Friday, Feb. 1 to Friday, Feb. 22
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave., Hollis
Contact: (718) 465–7355 www.
quenslibrary.org

CONCERTS

Classical Music — Momenta 
Quartet with Guest Min Xiao Fen 
- Praised by the NY Times for its 
“focused, fl uid performance” 
and by Sequenza 21 for its “fi re, 
fantasy, and absolute musical 
commitment,” the Momenta 
Quartet’s concert at Flushing 
Town Hall will feature an 
afternoon of Debussy, a quartet 
by Jason Hwang, and a Tan Dun 
pipa concerto by special guest, 
acclaimed pipa virtuoso Min 
Xiao Fen.
When: Sunday, Feb. 3, 3pm

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

A solo exhibition of work by Young 
Ae Song entitled, “Good Land,” 
opened at Yegam Art Space, lo-
cated at 196-50 Northern Blvd. in 
Auburndale. (Above) Sisun Song, 
(third from l.) who curated the 
exhibit, joins the artist, Young 
Ae Song (fourth l.), and visitors. 
(Left) a gallery goer photographs 
the work, which the creator says 
shows how spontaneous and 
free expressions are developed 
from the artist’s hands. 

Photos by Yinghao Luo

Cost: $15/$10 members, seniors 
and students with ID
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

EVENTS

Guilty Pleasures Burlesque 
presents One-Hit Wonders — 

Featuring burlesque by
The Great Nudini, Tess Truehart, 
and Carole Climax, musical 
talents Elvis Bakaitis, Audrey 
Bloom with host George 
Flanagan and DJ Chewymusic. 
Kittening by Dolly Debutante, 
storytelling by Peter Aguero and 
comedy by Stephanie Holmes. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 26, 10:30 pm
Cost: $10

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 

Continued on Page 38
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Much Ado About Nothing — 
The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard Mazda 
whose Gangland Shakespeare 
trio of MacBeth, Othello and 
Julius Caesar thrilled with a 
fresh cohesive approach once 
again brings a unique style 
and concept to a beloved 
Shakespeare piece. Following 
the visceral approach to his 
Gangland series he keeps it 
down and dirty with a style 
we are calling Trash Period. 
Infl uenced by the hierarchies 
that one fi nds among the 
dispossessed, homeless and 
street dwellers, Mazda’s Much 
Ado takes us to a street strewn 
with trash where the gentle 
Leonato’s cardboard dwelling 
is the best on the street, where 
everyday objects casually 
thrown away. Echoes of the 
absurdist “Waiting for Godot” 
lead the audience to a pinpoint 
sharp and reverent language; 

the comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted 
by ‘clown techniques’ which 
draw out Shakespeare’s merry 
war between Benedick and 
Beatrice
When: Feb 14 – 17, Feb. 20 – 23 & 
Feb. 27 – March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Queens College Choral 
Society Auditions — On May 
18, the group will perform J.S. 
Bach’s B Minor Mass, one of 
the great masterworks of all 
time. Auditions consist of basic 

singing skills — no preparation 
is necessary.
When: Wednesday, Feb. 6
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

www.gyroworldnyc.com

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

10% OFF
CATERING SERVICES

Exp. 2.28.13

20% OFF
ENTIRE BILL
Mon * Tues * Wed

DINE IN ONLY
Exp. 2.28.13

$300 OFF
ANY ORDER OF 
$30 OR MORE
DELIVERY ONLY

Exp. 2.28.13

Catering Available
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absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Tu B’Shevat Shabbat Seder — 
Refl ective music. Register.
When: January 25, 7:30 pm
Where: The Reform Temple of Forst 
Hills, 71-11 112th St., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 261-2900

Subjective Histories of 
Sculpture: Martin Kersels 
— This year, Martin Kersels, 
Agnieszka Kurant, and Allison 
Smith have been invited to 
present their own take on 
art history and consider the 
thematic focus of thingness. 
Utilizing sculpture as a point 
of departure and source of 
inspiration, they explore the 
material conditions of our lives. 
In collaboration with the Vera 
List Center for Art and Politics 
at The New School, this program 
furthers our exploration of how 
contemporary artists think 
about sculpture, its history, 
legacies, and potential for 
innovation.
When: Jan. 28, 7 – 9 pm
Where: Sculpture Center, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750

“The Man in 3B” Book Launch 
— Carl Weber’s book will be 
available for sale and signing. 
Refreshments.
When: January 29, 6 pm
Where: Central Library, 89-11 
Merrick Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 990-0700; www.
queenslibrary.org

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Spacewar! — The exhibition 
looks at the fi rst 50 years of 
video games through the lens of 
Spacewar!, its development, and 
the culture from which it sprang.
When: Through March 3
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

Broadway Billboard — 
For Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s Broadway Billboard, 
photographer Catherine Opie 
has created a mise-en-scène 
of epic scope, drama, and 
mystery. Nature and artifi ce, 
light and darkness are just 
some of the contradictory 
elements of Opie’s image that 
create an ominous tableau for 
us to contemplate.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 36

outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 
industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

EDUCATION

Learn Hebrew — Thinking of 
making Aliyah? Interested in 
improving your conversational 
Hebrew? Looking to meet 

people with whom you 
can practice your new and 
improved Hebrew skills? 
Learn Hebrew at the Central 
Queens Y in a fun, nurturing, 
and enthusiastic environment. 
All classes taught by Chana 
Ramon, an expert Hebrew 
instructor with many years of 
experience who will guide you 
along your journey to Hebrew 
fl uency.
When: Through March 20, 
Wednesdays, 9 am, 9:45 am, 
7:15 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: centralqueensy.org

MUSIC

Classical Concerts — Jorge 
Avila, violin and Douglas Keilitz, 
organ. Music by Bach, Handel, 
Massenet, and Kreisler. Jorge 
Avila - Concertmaster for Pope 
Benedict XVI Televised Mass at 
the Yankee Stadium, New York 
City. Douglas Keilitz – Organist 
and Choirmaster, Saint Ignatius 
of Antioch Episcopal Church, 
New York City.
When: Jan. 26, 5:30 pm
Where: St. Josaphat’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 34-32 210th St., 

Bayside
Contact: 718-229-1663

LiLi Roquelin video premiere 
and performance — LiLi 
Roquelin is a singer/songwriter 
from Astoria with talent that 
spans the American trip-hop, 
alternative rock and piano 
ballad genres. Roquelin’s new 
album “Beautiful Sun” smoothly 
blends soft ethereal pop ballads 
with electronic alternative that 
supports her unique vocals 
and piano performance, and 
the outcome is something that 
touches the soul.
When: Thursday, Jan. 31, 9 pm
Where: Hell Gate Social, 12-21 
Astoria Blvd., Long Island City
Website: liliroquelin.com

Lunar New Year Celebration 
with the Momenta Quartet 
— The critically acclaimed 
Momenta Quartet (Emilie-Anne 
Gendron and Adda Kridler, 
violins; Stephanie Griffi n, viola; 
Michael Haas, cello) joins forces 
with pipa virtuoso Min Xiao-Fen 
for a musical “Lunar New Year 
Celebration.”
When: February 3, 3 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700; www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale, New York 11385 * 718.821.8401 * www.edisonplaceny.com

3 Reasons why EDISON  PLACE  should 
be on your menu this February

SUNDAY FEB 3RD
We host our second annual big game tailgate. 

$50 tickets available in advance for 
open bar and halftime buffet!

Secure your spot today!

THURSDAY FEB 14TH
Valentine’s Day Dinner.

Bring your valentine for a great dinner! 
Complimentary roses and chocolate covered strawberries.

FRIDAY FEB 15TH
Edison Place presents dinner and a show double header.

  Excalibur Reading Program Fundraiser @ 5PM
  Murder Mystery Dinner @ 9PM

As always follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter

Call for reservations 
or more information!
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
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Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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TLForest Hills’ Jewish population on the rise: Report
BY KAREN FRANTZ

The Jewish population 
in the Forest Hills, Rego 
Park and Kew Gardens ar-
eas has grown by 37 percent 
since 2002, making it home 
to one of the fastest-grow-
ing Jewish communities in 
the New York metropolitan 
region, according to a new 
report from a prominent 
Jewish nonprofit group.

The 2011 Geographic 
Profile of the Jewish Com-
munity Study of New York, 
released last Thursday, pro-
vides an in-depth, localized 
look at the Jewish popula-
tion in New York City, Long 
Island and Westchester 
based on data gathered 
since 2002.

The report was con-
ducted by the United Jew-
ish Appeal Federation of 
New York and is intended 
to enable the organization 
to respond more easily to 
the requirements of the 
Jewish population.

“We, along with our 
network of agencies, area 
synagogues, day schools 
and many other communal 
institutions, will use this 
data for planning to meet 
current and future needs 

of the Jewish community,” 
said John S. Ruskay, ex-
ecutive vice president and 
CEO of UJA-Federation of 
New York. “This profile is 
key to continuing to carry 
out the important mission 
of building and sustaining 
community in this complex 
and diverse region.”

The report found that 
the Forest Hills, Rego Park 
and Kew Gardens area, in 
addition to experiencing a 
boom in the Jewish popula-
tion, has a large density of 
Jews, with half of all people 
part of a Jewish household.

In addition, the neigh-
borhoods have a particu-

larly large number of Rus-
sian-speaking Jews. The 
report found that about 
45 percent of households 
in Forest Hills, Rego Park 
and Kew Gardens included 
a person who speaks Rus-
sian in 2011, compared to 15 
percent in the metropolitan 
region overall.

But the Forest Hills, 
Rego Park and Kew Gar-
dens area is also home to 
one of the metropolitan re-
gion’s poorest Jewish com-
munities, with 57 percent of 
all households in the neigh-
borhoods making less than 
$50,000 in 2011, the report 
said.

That largely mirrors 
the report’s findings for the 
borough in general, where 
a little over half of all 
households made less than 
$50,000 in 2011.

But the report also 
found some encouraging 
economic trends. Although 
there is a large percentage 
of poor Jewish households 
in Queens, that number 
shrank over the last decade 
and the percentage of house-
holds with annual incomes 
of more than $100,000 also 
increased in the same time 
period.

Overall, the borough 
experienced a growth iin 
Jewish residents, with an 
11 percent increase in the 
number of Jewish house-
holds in the last decade, 
reversing a downward 
trend that was tracked in 
2002. The report also found 
Queens’ Jewish population 
growth reflects older demo-
graphics, with baby boomer 
Jews growing faster than 
any other age group.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Members of the Pow-
hatan Democratic Club in 
Astoria said they were hap-
py with President Barack 
Obama’s inaugural speech 
Monday and welcomed the 
presence of prominent New 
York officials at the historic 
Washington ceremony.

“This is really an op-
portunity for all of us to 
celebrate,” said Costa Con-
stantinides, an Astoria dis-
trict leader and City Coun-
cil candidate who arranged 
the viewing party at Ravens 
Head Public House, at 38-04 
Broadway in Astoria.

The crowd at the pub 
was sparse, with many 
members of the club hav-
ing to work on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, but 

those watching any of the 
five screens applauded sev-
eral times throughout the 
broadcast, especially when 
Obama approached the po-
dium, when he criticized 
long lines at polling sites — 
which was a huge problem 
in Queens during the 2012 
election — and when he 
concluded his second inau-
gural address. 

“I thought it was a 
great speech,” said 26-year-
old Manhattan resident 
Erica Richmond. “I hope 
he makes good on what he 
promised today.”

Richmond said she 
was particularly impressed 
by the speech’s reference to 
“Seneca Falls, and Selma 
and Stonewall” and that she 
hoped that Obama’s second 
term would concentrate 

on improving the rights 
of women, blacks and the 
LGBT community.

“I hope he takes seri-
ously the implications of 
being sworn in on Martin 

Luther King’s Bible,” she 
said.

Nick Rolson, 23, of the 
Queens County Young Dem-
ocrats, said he was pleased 
Obama advocated for gay 

and lesbian rights for the 
first time, spoke about the 
need to deal with climate 
change and defended Social 
Security and Medicare.

“I thought it was very 
good,” Rolson said. “Excel-
lent.”

He said he was also 
happy that New York was 
well-represented in the in-
augural ceremonies, with 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) acting as the 
master of ceremonies and 
Bronx-born Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
swearing in Vice President 
Joe Biden.

“It’s a showing of our 
strength,” Rolson said. 
“New York is a very influ-
ential state and we’re proud 
of our people and what we 
have accomplished.”

Noreen Caraher, 76, 
of Astoria, said she was 
impressed by Schumer’s 
speech and the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Choir.

“This brings tears 
to my eyes,” Caraher said 
about the choir.

Constantinides said 
he hoped the new Congress 
and Obama could start 
working toward compro-
mise on big issues in the 
next four years.

“We worked hard to 
have [Obama] elected, not 
only for himself but for the 
policies that he stood for,” 
Constantinides said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Bride and groom Evelina and Aylon Samson are united underneath a tent when the Rego Park Jewish Center presented a re-enactment 
of an Indian-Jewish wedding as well as Indian dancing.

Astoria club optimistic at Obama’s 2nd inauguration

Nick Rolson (second from r.), of the Queens Young Democrats, 
watches Obama’s inauguration at an Astoria pub. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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need to consider.”
But a city Department 

of Education spokesman 
dismissed the resolution, 
saying  city schools already 
work closely with the NYPD 
and that the real answer to 
curbing gun violence and 
protecting schoolchildren 
is through education and 
preventing illegal guns on 
the street.

The spokesman also 
said CEC districts can only 
make recommendations 
and cannot put resolutions 
into practice without DOE 
approval.

“A safe learning envi-
ronment for our students 
is one of our top priorities,” 
said city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott in a 
statement. “As the largest 
school district in the coun-
try, we know what works 
and putting an armed 
guard in every school 
building is not the answer. 
Our schools are safer to-
day than they’ve been in 
more than a decade thanks 
to our collaboration with 
the NYPD, reforms to our 
discipline code to promote 
safety, anti-bullying and 
peer mediation programs, 
and work to remove illegal 
guns from the street.”

The CEC’s resolution 
also called for the DOE to 
install buzzer-entry and 
front door video surveil-
lance as well as panic but-
tons linked directly to 
NYPD dispatchers.

Comaianni said the 
armed guards would carry 
concealed weapons and 
would not interfere with 
day-to-day security at the 
schools. He also said the 
guards would not be paid a 
full police officer’s salary 
with benefits, so the city 
could easily afford the reso-
lution.

“Retired police officers 
already have a full pension, 
so the salary would be un-
affordable,” he said. “We’re 
not talking about a large 

amount of money impact-
ing the city school system.”

The resolution was 
in response to the Dec. 14 
school shooting in New-
town, in which 20 6- to 
7-year-old children and six 
adult staff members were 
slain by 20-year-old Adam 
Lanza, who killed his 
mother before taking three 
of her firearms and driving 
to the school.

The next resolution to 
pass, one that the DOE did 
not immediately deny, was 
the motion to rename PS 113 
in honor of popular Princi-
pal Anthony J. Pranzo, who 
died from pancreatic can-
cer last year.

The council said they 
want the school at 78-23 87th 

St., currently named after 
War of 1812 U.S. Naval of-
ficer Isaac Chauncy, named 
after Pranzo because the 
late principal turned the 
school into a beacon of aca-
demic excellence.

The school’s cur-
rent principal, Alejandro 
Megias, said the communi-
ty is still trying to recover 
from losing Pranzo.

“He served for 23 
years, and during that time 
he turned that building into 
a family made up of teach-
ers, parents and children,” 
he said. “The community 
is still healing from this 
tragic loss and renaming 
it in honor of him would be 
an important step in that 
process.”

moting dads to get in-
volved, but for the kids to 
see President Obama on 
such a prestigious day ... it’s 
really special,” she said.

Youngster Maureen 
Doherty  said she had spent 
the night before reading 
about Harriet Tubman and 
the Underground Railroad 
and she had also learned 
about King from a history 
book.

“He had a father and 
he was black. And he was 
assassinated,” she said. 
“He also made a big speech 
about I have a dream, and 
he had a dream that all 
black people and white peo-
ple could be equal.”

Elliot Howard and 
his daughter came from 
Rosedale to spend the day 

at the church, and he said 
he was impressed with the 
president’s message.

“I thought it was pretty 
good. I’m looking forward 
to the next few years,” he 
said. “Knowing where we 
came from and where we 
need to go, basically it all 
has to be done together. We 
need to do it collectively.”

Howard said he took 
the opportunity to share 
that message with his 
daughter.

“I told her that I’m 
proud to be an African 
American. I told her about 
the forefathers and how 
they fought for the free-
doms we have now,” he 
said. “It’s very important 
she knows exactly where 
we came from.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

lieved it was still shut-
tered as of Wednesday. 

But one restaurant, 
Bruno’s, which was in dan-
ger of closing imminently 
only a few weeks ago, has 
rebounded.

“We’re getting back 
on our feet,” owner Bruno 
Rinaldi said.

Eric Abrams, digital 
media and membership 
associate of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, 
said many businesses in 
Howard Beach were hurt 
by a lack of flood insurance, 
which was not required 
because the neighborhood 
was deemed at a lower risk 
of flooding prior to Hurri-
cane Sandy.

He also said that al-
though the SBA offers 
loans, what many business-
es instead need are grants.

“Taking on more debt 
is something that they’re 
really not able to absorb 
right now,” he said.

He said some business-
es are not aware of other 

government assistance 
that is available, such as a 
grant administered by the 
New York Business Devel-
opment Corp. that matches 
city emergency loans for 
businesses up to $10,000.

“The challenge is get-
ting information out there,” 
he said.

And some business 
owners say they have had 
difficulty applying for the 
better known program: the 
SBA loan.

“The whole process 
of filling out paperwork 
for SBA was rather diffi-
cult,” said Jasmine Duarte, 
daughter of Saffron Restau-
rant owner Herbert Duarte. 
“Even contacting them was 
a major deal.”

She said right after the 
storm she dutifully called 
311 for SBA grant info af-
ter hearing Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg advise people to 
do so, but she said she had 
difficulty finding anyone 
there who knew any de-
tails.

“I probably called 311 a 
hundred times and no one 
knew anything,” she said.

investing in the parks 
and cultural institutions 
Queens is known for,” said 
former Councilwoman 
Melinda Katz, a candidate 
to succeed Marshall next 
year. “That goes a long way 
toward creating jobs and 
development and creates 
an atmosphere that draws 
people to the borough.”

Marshall also received 
kind words from Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), who lauded 
her dedication to children 
and diversity.

The borough president 
enters her last year facing 
challenges that will surely 
exceed her administration. 
Many homes in Queens 
still sit empty as a result of 
the foreclosure crisis. Dur-
ing her tenure four hospi-

tals closed throughout the 
borough and the future of 
the Rockaway Peninsula is 
still uncertain.

Marshall dedicated 
her speech to Belle Harbor 
resident Dylan Smith, who 
paddled around on his surf-
board to help save seven of 
his neighbors as Sandy’s 
surge overtook the penin-
sula. The 23-year-old died 
in December in a surfing 
accident in Puerto Rico.

As Smith’s neighbor 
Mike McDonnell recalled 
the heroics of his “guard-
ian angel in a wet suit,” 
Marshall sat by his side 
and listened, nodding her 
head.

“I guess sometimes 
things have to get hard for 
us to appreciate what we re-
ally have,” she said.

The borough presi-
dent’s office planned to give 
$10,000 to the Swim Strong 
Foundation in honor of 
Smith.

of experience behind 
him. “He’s the one holding 
the children from going to 
school, not us. This is about 
job security, not money. 
I have no home. I need to 
know I have a job.”

Meanwhile, Crow-
ley said Bloomberg must 
return to the negotiating 
table and do right by the 
city’s schoolchildren.

“Our kids deserve a 
safe ride to school with an 
experienced driver every 
morning,” she said.

The mayor said in a 

statement last week that 
the city cannot legally in-
clude job protections in its 
bus contracts.

“Let me be clear: The 
union’s decision to strike 
has nothing to do with 
safety and everything to 
do with job protections that 
the city legally cannot in-
clude in its bus contracts,” 
Bloomberg said. “We hope 
that the union will recon-
sider its irresponsible and 
misguided decision to jeop-
ardize our students’ educa-
tion.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Community Education Council members discuss placing armed security guards in city schools. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

The 7-Eleven branch in Howard Beach was still boarded up mid-
January, and it is unclear if it will reopen. Photo by Karen Frantz

Continued from Page 4
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

they were some of the most 
amazing items he ever saw 
in his life.

“There’s usually some 
surprise every month,” he 
said.

On Monday, Capo’s 
staff was busily preparing 
for the January sale by ar-
ranging the collectibles on 
the exhibit floor in appeal-
ing vignettes or placing 
them behind lighted glass 
cases for the three-day pre-
view.

Starting Wednesday 
and running through Fri-
day of this week, hopeful 
buyers can wander through 
the exhibit floor and formu-
late their desires. And on 
Saturday, Jan. 26, the floor 
will make room for the bid-
ders and a podium from 
which two auctioneers will 
take turns  running the 

show.
Michael Capo occa-

sionally serves as the auc-
tioneer himself for the more 
high-profile estates. About 
800 items may be sold in 
any given month and peo-
ple may bid from the floor, 
the phone or online. 

The upcoming auction 
will also be for a cause. A 
portion of the proceeds 
will go to the families of 
victims of the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School trag-
edy through the Newtown, 
Conn., Rotary Club’s Sandy 
Hook School Fund.

Capo Auction also sent 
a check to the Newtown  Ro-
tary Club after the Decem-
ber auction for the same 
cause and to the Boys’ Club 
of New York after the No-
vember auction to aid Hur-
ricane Sandy victims.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

before the storm hit, the 
chocolatier employed about 
450 people across its three 
adjacent facilities. Many of 
the employees were Rock-
away residents and had 
been with the company for 
an average of 12 years.

But that changed with 
the storm. Gold said the 
floodwaters reached 3.5 
feet high in the facilities, 
knocking out electricity 
and destroying much of the 
inventory, machinery and 
electronics.

“Whatever wasn’t tied 
down to the floor was float-
ing around,” Gold said.

The buildings had to 
temporarily shut down and 
have been closed ever since. 
It was not until three weeks 
after the storm that the fa-
cilities had power restored 
and the cleanup could be-
gin.

Gold said workers are 

still engaged in washing 
down the walls and mold 
remediation to bring the fa-
cility back to a state where 
it can safely produce food 
once again.

“We have to make 
sure the place is spotlessly 
cleaned,” he said.

Gold said the work has 
to be done in stages as fi-
nances permit. Madelaine 
suffered millions in dollars 
of damages from Hurricane 
Sandy, and although Gold 
said the business has re-
ceived some insurance ad-
vances, he is unsure when 

and how much money it 
will receive as a loan from 
the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration.

But he said city offi-
cials have been reaching 
out to see how they can as-
sist in getting the business 
back.

“They’re all very anx-
ious to do whatever they 
can do,” Gold said. “Any 
help that they’re offering to 
us, they’re doing it with a 
good heart.”

The New York City 
Industrial Development 
Agency recently postponed 

to April from January the 
deadline for Madelaine’s 
payments in lieu of taxes 
for prior construction of 
their current building. The 
payment amount was for 
almost $155,000 — money 
Gold said can now be devot-
ed to restoring Madelaine’s 
facilities and getting its em-
ployees back to work.

“That’s tremendously 
helpful,” Gold said.

But in the meantime, 
Gold said, the company 
is still a ways away from 
producing chocolate again. 
Although he hopes to be 
able to hire back all his 
former employees, he said 
a number of them also suf-
fered personal damage in 
the storm and were deal-
ing with having to put their 
lives back together without 
their jobs.

Some may need to 
move on before the choco-
latier can reopen, Gold 
said.

“It’s a tough time for 
everyone,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A sign alerting people that Madelaine Chocolate Co. was closed 
hung on the door to the facility Tuesday. Photo by Karen Frantz

Continued from Page 9

Capo
Continued from Page 1

Madelaine

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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LATE PAGE

Must take delivery by 1/31/13. Tax, MV & dealer fees add’l. Prices/Payments incl all discounts/rebates. *Leases subj to lender approval. 10k mi/yr. 15¢ ea add’l mi (Altima 18¢ ea add’l mi). Total 
due at signing: $119= $3709; $161= $3751; $259= $4149; $349= $4,239. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. †Finance for 60 mos @ 4.9% APR w/approved credit, 
$2995 down payment. ‡On identical factory equipped vehicle, must present full page tearsheet containing ad within the same program month. Artwork for illustration only. DMV Fac #1300328

Your Family Dealership Since 1967

Exceeding Your Expectations Every Day! 555 W. Merrick Rd., 
Valley Stream
On The Queens/Nassau Border 516-825-8700
GregorisNissan.com OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-9

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE - BUT WE’LL WARM YOU UP WITH

BIG SAVINGS!
NEW 

2013 NISSAN ROGUE SV
Auto, AWD, AC, PW, PL, CD. 10 @ this price. Stk# 

N13479. Model#: 22413, VIN: 120451
FINANCE FORLEASE FOR

Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

†$20,970$159* 

NEW 
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA SV

Reverse Camera, Remote Start, Lighting Pkg, Alloys. 5 @ this 
price. Stk# N13490. Model 13213, VIN 200029

LEASE FOR FINANCE FOR
Per Mo
24 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

†$19,732$119

*

NEW 
2013 NISSAN MAXIMA SV
Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, Value Pkg. 5 @ this price. Stk# 

N13285. Model#: 16213, VIN: 815306

Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

FINANCE FOR

$259
LEASE FOR

†$29,124
Endorsed Auto

Buying Program

Endorsed Dealer

NEW 
2012 NISSAN MURANO SL

Auto, LOADED, Nav, Backup Cam. 4 @ this price. 
Stk# N12985. Model#: 23612, VIN: 231973

*Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$2995
Down

FINANCE FOR

$349
LEASE FOR

†$32,225*

*
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Sam Zampelli’s at-

tempt to lose weight 
through triathlons has 
become a life-changing ex-
perience.

The junior joined 
Queens Metropolitan High 
School’s triathlon club, the 
only one of its kind in New 
York City, to get in shape 
for a better quality of life 
and enhance his participa-
tion in gymnastics. He’s 
done that — dropping 40 
pounds since September 
— but is also hooked on 
training for the running, 
swimming and biking 
competition.

“Gymnastics, there is 
a time limit on it,” Zampel-
li said. “You can’t do it 
past your 30s, but with 
this I saw a woman on my 
first run and she was like 
80-something and beating 
me. You can do this for 
your life.”

The triathlon seems 
like a grueling event, but 
it was more appealing to 
the 19 students involved 
because of its diversity. 
No practice is the same. 
They spend some running 
in Forest Park and oth-
ers swimming in Flush-
ing Meadow Corona Park 
pool.

They will also ride 

stationary bikes at the 
school or those brought by 
the coaches. In addition to 
the training, the team is 
continually fund-raising, 
mostly through bake sales, 
to afford proper bikes and 
help lower the cost of en-
tering events.

“Running, after you 
do it a long time, it gets bor-
ing,” junior captain Elena 
Hlinka said. “Mixing like 
swimming, then biking, 
then different core work-
outs and weight training 
is more fun.”

Hlinka was instru-
mental in the club’s incep-
tion. She met head Coach 
Eric Stein at orientation 

and inspired him to push 
for a club he’s been think-
ing about and discussed 
with former students over 
the summer.

Stein, who has com-
pleted triathlons, and top 
assistant Coaches Rober-
to Escobar and Michelle 
Varuzza are preparing the 
athletes for competing in 
indoor and outdoor triath-
lons. A small number of 
the students competed for 
the first time two weeks 
ago in an indoor triathlon 
and were some of the top 
finishers at the event.

“They were really 
amazed by what that did,” 
Hlinka said. “I’m looking 
forward to racing because 
just training is kind of bor-
ing without racing.”

The long-term goal 
isn’t just for Queens Met-
ropolitan’s team to be 
successful, but to have 
it be the first of many 
throughout the city. The 
group has already caught 
the attention of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott, who joined 
them for a fund-raiser in 
late December. They are 
not apart of or funded by 
the Public School Athletic 
League, but Stein is hop-
ing to grow the sport.

“We want a team to 
compete against,” Stein 
said. “I’m hoping to lay 
the groundwork to set the 
precedent so other teams 
pick up the sport.” 

They have taken the 
first step by inspiring 
some of their schoolmates.

“A lot of people come 
up to me and ask if Stein 
is still taking members,” 
Zampelli said. “All the 
time.”

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Improved health has 

brought improved results 
for the St. John’s women’s 
basketball team.

December was a strug-
gle for a Red Storm team 
coming off its first trip to 
the Sweet Sixteen. Injuries, 
including losing senior 
guard Eugenia McPherson 
to a torn ACL, denied them 
any continuity. Point guard 
Nadirah McKenith missed 
a game with back spasms 
and Mary Nwachukwu 
missed two games with a 
leg injury.

In the processes they 
suffered one-point home 
losses to UCLA and Dela-
ware, two of the nation’s 
top programs.

St. John’s was as 
healthy as they can be when 
the calendar hit January, 
outside of guard Briana 
Brown missing time with 
concussion-like symptoms. 
This has translated into its 
best stretch so far.

The Red Storm started 
Big East play 3-0 before fall-
ing to No. 2 Notre Dame 
Sunday. The biggest win 
was a 48-44 defeat of Rut-
gers on the road. St. John’s 
came into the week at 9-7 

and tied for fourth in the 
conference at 3-1.

“Even though it’s three 
games, it gives us a little bit 
of confidence knowing that 
we are playing really well 
right now,” senior guard 
Shennieka Smith said.

One of the biggest rea-
sons for the success is the 
emergence of freshman 
guard Aliyyah Handford. 
First-year St. John’s Coach 
Joe Tartamella felt Hand-
ford’s signing late in the 
summer held her develop-
ment back early on.

He’s seen a big im-
provement in her defense 
and her scoring numbers 
jump recently. Handford 
is averaging 11.8 points, 
including a career-high 
16 against Seton Hall, and 
6.6 rebounds in the last 
five games up to the loss to 
Notre Dame.

“Her success obviously 
correlates to us being suc-
cessful as well,” Tartamel-
la said. “When Gina went 
down, her emergence and 
her ability to step up for us 
has been critical through-
out the season.”

He thinks the injuries 
could help the program in 
the long run. It has forced 

Metro HS blazes new trail
School starts only city triathlon club geared at diverse training

St. John’s women 
hit stride on court

Continued on Page 48

Shenneika Smith takes a jump shot during a game between St. 
John’s and Seton Hall. Photo by Robert Cole

Assistant Coach Michelle Varuzza (c.) trains with students (l.-r.) Elena Hlinka, Diana Zebinato, Jasmin 
Gil and Xanthie Ortega. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, 

Traction, P/h/seats, MR, a/b, abs, 

pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, 

cd, tilt #68924. 13k miles. 1.99% 

APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2010 JAGUAR XF
$398buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#70896. 44k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $2995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 
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Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Jaguar X-Type, 150k 70362 $3,995
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k UC16122     $3,995 
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995 
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406      $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k  H1088 $2,995 
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2008 Chevy Trailblazer, 116k 62530 SAVE
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
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WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE!^ 

IT DIDN’T TAKE US 60 DAYS TO OFFER YOU THIS...

DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND
MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA

$139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 5k mi. 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
32k miles, Stk#77868

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236
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PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

ONLY 5k MILES!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King’s Jon 

Severe entered Mount St. 
Michael looking to make 
up for previous disappoint-
ments.

The senior guard shot 
uncharacteristically badly 
in his team’s win over Holy 
Cross earlier in the week 
and hadn’t forgotten that 
the Mountaineers handed 
the Royals an early exit in 
last year’s playoffs.

“I took it personally,” 
Severe said. “They knocked 
us out of the playoffs when 
it wasn’t supposed to hap-
pen. This year as a senior I 
wasn’t going to let that hap-
pen.”

He more than made 
up by scoring 41 points — 
including 23 during a blis-
tering first-half shooting 
display. It was more than 
enough to lead the Roy-
als to a comfortable 77-56 
win over host Mount St. 
Michael in CHSAA Class 
AA boys’ basketball last 
Thursday. Jordan Fuchs 

added 12 points, including a 
highlight reel slam. Malik 
Harmon and Travis Atoson 
each had six points.

“When Jon gets it go-
ing, he is tough to stop be-
cause he’s not just a three-
point shooter,” said Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello, who 
recently notched his 100th 
career win.

Severe blamed his 
poor shooting against Holy 
Cross on a pre-game work-
out with renowned Christ 
the King trainer Anton 
Turkovic, which tired his 
legs. He joked that won’t be 
happening again.

“That’s the last time I 
ever let him touch me before 
the game,” Severe said.

Arbitello was happy 
with his team’s defensive 
effort even after the Royals 
hit eight treys in the game. 
He challenged his club to 
clamp down after leading 
23-15 after the first quarter. 
Christ the King went on 
to hold Mount to just eight 
second quarter points and 
took a 38-23 lead into the 

break. A Malik Harmon 
layup to open the second 
half after multiple offensive 
rebounds and CK winning 
a loose ball told Arbitello 
his team was locked in.

“I said at that point 
our team is ready to go in 
the second half,” Arbitello 
said.

CK is happy to be home 
and getting into the bulk of 
league play after spend-
ing much of November and 
December playing in nu-
merous tournaments out 
of state. It was a grueling 
return playing four league 
games and five contests 
total in eight days. They 
earned a thrilling overtime 
win over St. Raymond 94-92 
last Friday and fell to Boys 
& Girls 67-64 the next day. 
It’s a stretch they feel will 
only make them stronger 
moving forward.

“It’s fun, but its start-
ing to take a toll on my body, 
this back-to-back,” Fuchs 
said. “After this week we 
should be use to it.”

Lettire saves Terriers in key win over rival Knights
St. Francis Preparatory moves into fi rst place in Catholic High School Hockey League with victory

Christ the King’s Malik Harmon takes the ball to the basket for two 
points. Photo by William Thomas

Continued from Page 45

St. John’s
players like Handford and 
sophomore Amber Thomp-
son into bigger roles quick-
er.

“That’s what special 
about this team. On any 
given night anyone could 
step up and make a big 
shot,” Smith said.

What makes the future 
even brighter is McPherson 
red shirted and expected 
back next season. The Red 
Storm also has four re-
cruits ranked in the Top 
100 of their respective class 
signed for next season. Tar-
tamella added transfers 
Danaejah Grant and Selina 
Archer, from Clemson and 
Miami, to incoming fresh-
men Aaliyah Lewis (Bishop 
Ford) and Jade Walker, of 
DePaul Catholic (N.J.). It’s 
a chance to reload in the 
coach’s eyes.

“It’s an exciting group,” 
Tartamella said. “It’s one of 
our better classes that we 
brought in.”

Christ the King starts tough stretch by topping Mount

BY ROB ABRUZZESE
 
Daniel Lettire, a little 

over a year after being 
cut by Holy Cross, found 
himself in net for rival St. 
Francis Prep and standing 
between the Knights and 
first place.

Holy Cross didn’t 
make it easy. The junior 
goalie was tested immedi-
ately by a Stephen Pallos 
wrist shot from the slot. 
Lettire, who transferred 
to SFP last year, made the 
save and a minute later 
he made an even more 
impressive one on a back-
handed shot from the hash 
marks.

It was just the start 
of a big night for Lettire, 
who made 22 saves to lead 
St. Francis Prep to a 5-3 
victory over Holy Cross in 
CHSHL Class B hockey at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park Monday night. The 
win gives the Terriers sole 
possession of first place in 
the division. Triumph was 
extra special for Lettire.

“I showed them,” he 
said. “I’m just really hap-
py that I beat them. The 
coach didn’t take me last 
year and I wanted to prove 
him wrong.”

St. Francis Prep 
Coach Michael Watts is 
happy to have Lettire on 
his side and thought the 
game was the best of his 
career.

“He kept us in the 
game,” Watts said. “There 
were some shots that could 
have been goals, could 
have been game changers. 
He came up big for us.”

It was the third time 
these two teams have met 
this season. St. Francis 
(7-1) won the last two. The 
Terriers have a grander 

title in mind after the 
Knights (6-2) swept the 
best of three champion-
ship series last season.

“Once we win in the 
playoffs, then we can talk,” 
senior Aaron Acosta said.

Acosta helped St. 
Francis Prep to find its of-
fense when he intercepted 
a pass at center ice, drove 
into the zone, and beat the 
goalie stick side to make 
it 2-0 with 5:33 left in the 

first period.
Tim Conway, of Holy 

Cross, scored on a put 
back from the left slot to 
make it 3-1 with 11:53 left 
in the second period. That 
didn’t last long, though, as 

Steven Leonard scored his 
second of the game to give 
SFP a 4-1 lead headed into 
the final period.

Holy Cross’ Cody 
Frucht scored off a feed 
from Pallos just 2:02 in 
the third period. A power-
play goal by Steven Cac-
chioli with just 1:23 left 
in the game brought the 
Knights to within one, but 
an empty-netter by Tyler 
Murphy, his second goal 
of the game, gave the Ter-
riers a 5-3 advantage they 
wouldn’t relinquish.

In their minds the win 
is only the beginning.

“We won this series 
and that’s great and every-
thing,” Watts said. “You 
don’t have bragging rights 
until you win the whole 
thing, though, and that’s 
the only bragging rights 
you have.”

Holy Cross’ Mike Muller (l.) and St. Francis Prep’s Brian Murray battle for the puck. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Bayside Coach Corey 

Semper and his players 
believe they are just as 
good as a loaded Long Is-
land Lutheran team. They 
just weren’t better when it 
counted.

The Crusaders out-
executed the Commodores 
in the game’s final four 
minutes and handed them 
a 58-55 defeat at the Big Ap-
ple Basketball Invitational 
at Baruch College Monday 

afternoon. Semper said 
his team didn’t play to-
gether on the offensive end 
and Lutheran finished the 
game on a 6-0 run.

“We fell apart with 
under four minutes left,” 
the coach said.

Cantrell Barker led 
Bayside (17-2) with 15 
points. Austin Williams 
had 13 points and nine 
rebounds and Daquise 
Andrews added 13 points. 
All three played 30 min-
utes and Williams felt that 

affected them late in the 
game.

“We got real tired,” 
Williams said. “We weren’t 
playing how we were sup-
posed to. We didn’t play 
how we should of in the 
fourth quarter. We’ve got 
to finish games like that.”

LuHi took the lead for 
good on two Tim Quashie 
free throws with 1:10 re-
maining in the game. Bay-
side, coming off a win over 
Half Hallow Hills West 
Saturday, let chances to 
win the game slip away in 
the final 30 seconds.

Cantrall Barker had 
the ball stripped away 
from him down a point 
and trailing by two Ken-
tan Facey, who is head-
ed to UConn next year, 
blocked a driving Austin 
Williams with 4.9 seconds 
left in the contest. Sopho-
more point guard Chris 
Atkinson paced LuHi (15-
1) with 18 points. Facey 
scored 12 points, grabbed 
12 rebounds and blocked 

nine shots. Still, Williams 
felt he needed to challenge 
him in the closing sec-
onds.

“We were down two,” 
said Williams, who has of-
fers from Iona and Quin-
nipiac. “I was trying to go 
to the basket and draw the 
foul.”

Until the final four 
minutes, the game was 
played at the up-and-down 

pace that Bayside thrives 
in. It’s guard-orientated 
attack scored in transition 
and hit open outside shots. 
That helped them negate 
the size of Long Island Lu-
theran, which moved up to 
the ‘AA’ after winning the 
Class A state Federation 
title last season. The Com-
modores led 30-21 after an 
Andrew’s three-pointer 
with 1:55 remaining in the 

first half.
“We are one of the top 

teams also,” Semper said. 
“That’s the way we play.”

It is that way he want-
ed to see his play when the 
game was on the line. The 
cohesion and continuity 
ceased to exist.

“Fourth quarter we 
have to come to play,” Wil-
liams said. “People can’t 
go hide out in the corner.”

Bayside fails to fi nish off LuHi at Big Apple event

Bayside’s Austin Williams (l.) scored 13 points in a loss to Long 
Island Lutheran. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. All adv. pricing incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All Adv. vehicles require a down payment+1st payment +a $595 bank fee. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 
1/23/13. Total pymnts/purchase opt: Terrain: opt1-$8100, opt2-$7092, opt3-$6084, purchase opt-$16,262.60. Verano: opt1-$7308, opt2-$6300, opt3-$5292, purchase opt-$14,618.65. Lacrosse: opt1-$10,260, opt2-$9252, opt3-$8244, purchase opt- $17,894.25. Pymnts
incl. all rebates to dlr. Terrain & Verano: $1000-Lacrosse: $2000 conquest lease rebate-must qual. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ overage. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maint. †Includes-12-Month/12,000-Mile Bum-
per-to-Bumper, 100,000-Mile/5-Year Powertrain Limited Warranty, 24-Month/30,000-Mile Maintenance Plan. §On select models w/approved credit, see dealer for comp. details. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

888 293 8472 
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

cl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All Adv. vehicles re
t $16 262 60 V t1 $7308 t2 $6300 t3 $5292 h t $14

all costs to be paid b a cons mer e cept lic reg & ta es All Ad ehicles

MileaBuickGMC.com

2010 BUICK 
LACROSSE CXL ....................Buy For $22,588
Stk #8064U, 4 dr, 6 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/heated and cooled 
leather seats/sunroof, tilt, cruise, AM/FM Stereo/CD, navi, alloy wheels. 
23k mi. GM Certified †

2012 CHEVY 
CAPTIVA AWD LTZ ............Buy For $23,588
Stk #8098U, 5 dr, 4 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/heated leather 
seats, tilt, cruise, A/C, XM Radio/CD, OnStar, tilt, cruise, chrome wheels. 
16k mi. GM Certified †

2010 CHEVY 
TRAVERSE AWD LT ..........Buy For $23,588
Stk #8099U, 5 dr, 6 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr, cloth interior, tilt, 
cruise, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, 8 passenger, alloy wheels.  
39K mi. GM Certified †

2009 BUICK 
ENCLAVE AWD CXL. ......Buy For $32,588
Stk #8137U, 5 dr, 8 cyl, auto, pwr/wind/drs lks/mirr/sunroof/heated and 
cooled leather seats, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, 19” chrome wheels, 7 
pass. 19K mi. GM Certified †

QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

4dr, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/ locks/mirrors, 
A/C, XMRadio/CD, rear 
view camera, OnStar 
w/turn-by-turn navi, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
keyless entry, alloys. 
Stk#13064B, MSRP 
$23,965.

4dr, auto, power 
steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/seats, A/C, 
XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/
turn-by-turn navi, remote 
start, keyless entry, tilt 
wheel, cruise control, 
Bluetooth. Stk#13064B. 
MSRP $32,535.

NEW 2013 BUICK VERANO NEW 2013 BUICK LACROSSE
4dr, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/ locks/mirrors/ 
seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, 
OnStar w/turn-by-turn 
navi, Bluetooth, fog lamps, 
tilt, cruise, remote keyless 
entry, alloys, rear view 
camera. Stk#13021,  
MSRP $26,660.

NEW 2013 GMC TERRAIN

Choose the best 
lease option for you.

2013 BW 2001201301313 BUUIBUICUICCKICKCK LLLAACACRACROCROSROSOSSSSSS EEESS NEW 2013 GNEEWNEWEW 2001201301313 GMMGMMCCMM TTEERERRERRARRRATTTTT

0%APR 
for 72 Mos. 

Available§

Come see the All-New 
'13 Acadia & Enclave

$0 DOWN=
$285* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. $0 DOWN=
$225* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. $0 DOWN=
$203* Per Mo. 

36 Mos. 

$257* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$197* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$175* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$995
DOWN=

$229* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

$169* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

$147* Per Mo. 
36 Mos. 

$1995
DOWN=

auto, pw
/ i d/ l

dr, auto, p
/ABS/

4dr, auto, pwr ste
ABS/wind/ locks/
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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