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As the air cargo industry is poised to capi-

talize on a rebounding economy, a Boston-based 
newcomer has purchased a $57 million portfolio 
of properties adjacent to John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport from the world’s largest warehouse 

BY PHIL CORSO

A long-fought battle to se-
cure a partial tax abatement for 
co-op and condominium owners 
was won after the state Senate 
and state Assembly made good on 
their word and passed new legis-
lation.

Elected officials from city 
and state government have been 
urging Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
prevent a devastating increase 
in co-op and condo owners’ real 
property taxes after the state 
failed last year to extend the J-51 
program despite agreements to 
pass a new plan.

Their calls were answered 
this week when the state Legisla-
ture raised tax abatements from 
17.5 percent to 25 percent this 
year, 26.5 percent next year and 
28 percent in 2015 for properties 
whose average assessed values 
were less than $50,000.

“Since my tenure in the 
Assembly began in 2011, I have 
fought to reduce the outrageously 
high and inequitable property tax 
assessments levied on many of 

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said Wednesday 
the murder of a 53-year-old 
teacher has the elements of 
an anti-gay attack.

“The horrific crime 
committed against David 

Rangel, an openly gay pub-
lic school teacher who lived 
in one of the city’s most tol-
erant communities, is deep-
ly distressing,” Dromm 
said in a statement.

Dromm, who is open-
ly gay, once worked as a 
fourth-grade teacher in the 
city’s public school system.

Rangel, of 91st Street 
and 32nd Avenue, was 
found to have died from 
compression in the neck 
and torso, a spokeswoman 
for the medical examiner 
said Tuesday.

No arrests have been 
made in his death. Police 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Queens residents are getting 
loads of love as a city-based laun-
dry company announced it is pro-
viding two days of self-serve free 

wash and dry services in Febru-
ary.

In what began as a response 
to the difficulties Rockaway resi-
dents were having in doing their 
laundry in the wake of Hurricane 

Sandy, the Queens Village-based 
Clean Rite Center is launching 
a free event Feb. 13 and 20, when 
residents from across the bor-
ough are invited to wash and dry 
their clothes for free.

“Sandy took place and really 
devastated parts of Queens,” said 
Julio Morales, marketing man-
ager of Clean Rite. “We just felt 
like the borough has treated us so 
well that we wanted to give some-
thing back.”

So on those two days, Queens 
residents can go to Clean Rite 
Center, at 214-50 Jamaica Ave., 
from 6 a.m. until 10 p.m. and wash 
as many loads as they need to for 
free. Soap will also be available 
free of charge, as will light snacks 
and refreshments.

The Queens Village Laun-
dromat usually has only two peo-
ple working in the store at a time, 
but Morales said no less than 
seven employees will be manning 
the location’s more than 70 dryers 
and 65 washing machines.

When Superstorm Sandy 
blew through the city more than 
three months ago, many residents 
lost their laundry equipment, 
while some Laundromats were 
closed due to storm damage.

Soon after the storm, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) had tried to bring a Tide 
Loads of Hope mobile laundry 

About two dozen students sang and danced as part of Our Lady of Lourdes’ Catholic Schools Week celebration in 
Queens Village. The youngsters performed during Sunday Mass, and afterward an International Festival was held at 
the school.  Photo by Christina Santucci

PERFECT PITCH

Gigantic land parcel near JFK 

sold for $57M to  Boston fi rm

Suds your cares away in Queens
Laundromat offers free wash and dry service to residents twice this month

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 8
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Jax Hts. teacher slain in home

David Rangel, a teacher at PS 219, was 
strangled to death in his Jackson Heights 
apartment in what may be a hate crime.

Boro welcomes 
tax break for

condos, co-ops
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www.fredstransmissionworld.com

FREE Local Towing & Diagnostic Check with Any Major Repair 
Non-serviceable parts additional charge, foreign, 4 wheel drive and oversized vehicles additional 

Serving the NYC Metropolitan Area 

46-16 Kissena Blvd Flushing, NY

Serving Long Island 

for Transmissions & More…

Rebuilt Transmission
FROM $800*Most American 

Cars, Includes 
Labor & Soft Parts

Expires 2/10/13
This coupon to be presented with vehicle checkups

0% APR 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
with credit approval

718-358-5700

WINTER SALE!

WHOLESALE PRICES TO THE PUBLIC 
COME TO THE SOURCE

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
64 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs 

to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

DAC

Accepting IN-HOUSE REGISTRATION at the following gym locations
(See person at scorer’s table)

CLUBHOUSE REGISTRATION
Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball, Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

21-04 202nd St, Bayside, NY 11360, Clearview Co-op Building 08 (Back Basement)

In-House Registration Wednesday Nights, February thru March 7pm-9pm

Register online at www.daconline.net.  All major credit cards accepted

    Online Baseball Registration Ends April 4th

PS 184Q  
Flushing Manor School

163-15 21st Road  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Thursdays 6:15-8:00pm
Saturday 9am-11:30am

JHS 185  
Edward Bleeker School  

147-26 25th Drive  
Flushing, NY 11354

Tuesday 6pm-8pm
Friday 6pm-8pm

JHS 194  
William H Carr School      

154-60 17th Avenue  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Saturday 9am-11:30am
 

Baseball Registration
Spring 2013 Season for all players 4-15 years old

A Proud Partner of 
THE NORTH EAST QUEENS 
BASEBALL ALLIANCE

Follow us on Facebook        and Twitter       “DAC Athletic Club”   
Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

                       

Tel: 347–252–1154

LeFrak slaying ends  
10-day peace streak
BY PHIL CORSO AND 

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police were still look-
ing for clues to identify who 
may have shot and killed a 
24-year-old former resident 
of LeFrak City in Elmhurst 
Saturday, putting an end to 
a 10-day city streak without 
a murder, the NYPD said.

Officers responded to 
a call of a man bleeding in-
side a basement apartment 
at LeFrak City around 6 
p.m. Saturday, when they 
found Jahim Campbell un-
conscious and unrespon-
sive, police said. Campbell 
had been shot in the head 
and was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

As of Wednesday af-
ternoon, the NYPD said no 
arrests had yet been made 
and the investigation was 
ongoing.

Campbell’s weekend 
murder ended a 10-day 
stretch without any homi-
cides citywide, police said. 
The most recent murder 
had been a double homicide 
in the Bronx Jan. 16.

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said the drop-off 
in homicides was probably 
linked to the extremely 
cold weather that gripped 
the region recently.

There have also been 
questions about the death 
of a woman in her 40s found 
Friday morning in Brook-
lyn, the NYPD said, but au-
topsy results were not yet 

available, according to the 
city’s medical examiner’s 
office.

On the corner of 99th 
Street, across the street 
from the LeFrak complex, 
a makeshift memorial of 
four white and eight red 
candles, one wrapped in a 
red bandana, had been set 
up for Campbell by Sunday 
afternoon. Messages were 
written on the candles with 
markers using his nick-
name, “Kiko.”

“RIP Love you Old 
School,” one message said.

“I love you like a 
brother. Thank you for tak-
ing care of my sister,” read 
another.

Residents of the Le-
Frak building where police 
said Campbell had lived for 
more than 15 years, said he, 
his four siblings and moth-
er had moved out several 
months ago after an evic-
tion notice had been posted 
on their door. Neighbors 
complained of frequent 
comings and goings and 

loud music at Campbell’s 
apartment over the years, 
and two neighbors, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said authorities had visited 
the apartment before the 
family moved out.

“We woke up scared 
a few times when the po-
lice and FBI came in,” one 
neighbor said.

Soon after, an evic-
tion notice was posted on 
the front door. About six 
months later, the family 
was gone, neighbors said.

“We were just so glad 
when they finally moved 
out,” one longtime LeFrak 
resident said.

But just across the 
street from his former Le-
Frak City apartment build-
ing, Campbell was remem-
bered as a friendly person.

“He’s a nice guy. That’s 
all I can tell you,” said Ja-
mal Alsaidi, a clerk who 
works in the deli across the 
street from LeFrak City. 
“He never gives us a hard 
time.”

Police officers guard the entrance to LeFrak City following the murder of a former tenant. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Twelve candles were placed at a makeshift memorial for 24-year-
old Jahim Campbell. Photo by Christina Santucci
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3Queens College site explores Greek-American migration

Web page part of project analyzing growth of boro’s Hellenistic immigrant community in 1960s-80s
BY REBECCA HENELY

As an institution with 
a large Greek-American 
student population in a 
borough with the largest 
Greek enclave in New York, 
Queens College unveiled 
the first part of an ongo-
ing research project last 
week that is aimed at fill-
ing a gap in the study of the 
Greek diaspora.

Sociology professor 
Nicholas Alexiou said at a 
news conference at the col-
lege, at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. 
in Kew Gardens Hills, that 
while the largest influx of 
Greeks to America came 
during the Great Migration 
at the beginning of the 20th 
century, there was a second, 
smaller wave of people who 
came between the 1960s 
and the ’80s that has been 
largely unresearched.

“I saw the gap in 
Greek-American studies,” 

Alexiou said.
The Hellenic-Ameri-

can Oral History Project, 
which can be viewed online 
at qc.cuny.edu/greekoral-
history, features 23 filmed 
interviews with Greek im-
migrants and American-
born Greeks, as well as 
another page of research 
with demographics, maps 
and census data that charts 
Greek immigration to 
America.

“I have realized that 
the informants, the inter-
viewees, are telling a new 
story in a new way,” Alex-
iou said.

Queens College has 
an extensive Greek studies 
program, with some class-
es taught in Greek, and 
the borough is the home to 
Astoria, one of the biggest 
Greek enclaves in Ameri-
ca.

Panos Adamopoulos, 
president of the Athenian 

Society of Astoria and one 
of the interviewees, said 
in the period spanning the 
1960s to the ’80s, Greeks 
came to America not to flee 
hardship at home but be-
cause they were more cos-

mopolitan and immigra-
tion was easier.

But they also were less 
interested in joining local 
Greek organizations like 
earlier immigrants.

“I believe a lot of things 

have been  gained, but a lot 
of things were lost as well,” 
Adamopoulos said.

Alexiou also spoke 
about how the Greek-
American community has 
achieved economic mo-
bility. While many still 
move to Astoria, many are 
branching out into Whites-
tone, Bayside and the great-
er suburbs.

The project was con-
ceived by Alexiou two years 
ago, with interviews being 
conducted in the last year, 
and made possible through 
a grant from the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation.

“I think it’s very, very 
important and a huge gift 
to the Greek-American 
community,” Stelios Vasi-
lakis said about the founda-
tion, which gives grants to 
a multitude of education, 
health, social welfare and 
arts projects in Greece and 
in the diaspora. “I think it’s 

very important for the next 
generation to look back and 
see what are the experi-
ences of the previous gen-
eration.”

Alexiou said the pub-
licly available website is 
the first step of the project, 
with the ultimate goal of 
interpreting the collected 
data from the interviews 
and turning the findings 
into a book.

“I’m really proud of 
this project,” said Alexia 
Makrigiannis, a staffer 
of state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) and a former Queens 
College student. “It really 
shows our students here at 
Queens College what we’re 
all about.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Queens College sociology professor Nicholas Alexiou (r.) speaks 
about a project charting the immigration of Greeks to America 
from the 1960s to the ’80s. Photo by Rebecca Henely

YOUR HOME FOR 
SUPER SUNDAY

$50.00 
OPEN BAR & HALFTIME 

TAILGATE BUFFET
Raffles, Prizes, Give-Aways and more

OFF PREMISE CATERING AVAILABLE!

THIRD DOWN PACKAGE
3 Foot Chicken Milanese Hero
3 Dozen Buffalo Chicken Lollipops
3 Pounds of Potato Salad

$75

EDISON PLACE should be on your menu this February

Thursday 
February 14th 

Valentines 
Day Dinner

Complimentary Roses and 

Chocolate Covered Strawberries 

D

Friday February 15th 

DINNER AND A SHOW  ‘HAPPILY NEVER AFTER’

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER DOUBLE HEADER

First Show 5:00 | Second Show 9:30 PM 

Proceeds Benefit the Excalibur Reading Program

71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718.821.8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

20% OFF 
ON DINNER

SUNDAY-THURSDAY
Not to be combined with other offers. 
Cash checks only. Excludes holidays 

and early bird. Expires 3/14/13
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

Winter is here!
FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston
Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

FEBRUARY 2013 CLASSES AND EVENTS
Sat., Feb. 2 Tot Shabbat .................................. 10:00 a.m.
Sun., Feb. 3, 10, 24 Children’s Hebrew Class............9:30 a.m.
Sun., Feb. 3, 24 Family Education ....................... 10:30 a.m.
Thurs., Feb. 7, 14, 21 & 28 Adult Hebrew II Class .................7:30 p.m.
 with Cantor Steven Pearlston
Sun., Feb. 10 Torah Study .................................. 10:30 a.m.
 Lunch & Movie .......................... 12:00 noon
Fri., Feb. 15 Felix Mendelssohn’s
 Birthday Party ............................... 8:00 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 18 President’s Day ..................... Offi ce Closed
Fri., Feb. 22 Purim Service ................................ 7:00 p.m.
 Reading of the Megillah. Come in costume.
Sun., Feb. 24 PURIM CARNIVAL ........................ 2:00 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 27 Lunch & Learn ........................... 12:00 noon
 with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Please call 718-961-0030 to register for classes.
Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

‘Crazy Love’ beauty
dies of heart failure 
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Linda Riss Pugach, a 

Forest Hills woman whose 
story of lust, betrayal, dis-
figurement and eventual 
love captivated the city 
and became the subject of 
a 2007 documentary film, 
died Jan. 22 of heart failure 
at the age of 75.

In 1959, the dark-
haired, 22-year-old beauty 
fell for and married a suc-
cessful older man named 
Burton Pugach. When the 
romance soured and Riss 
tried to move on, Pugach 
hired a goon to put a little 
fear into the young woman.

The goon accom-
plished that and more, as 
the assailant splashed lye 

in Riss’ face, permanently 
blinding her. Pugach re-
ceived 14 years in prison 
for his involvement in the 
crime and was eventually 
released in 1974.

But instead of moving 
on with her life, Riss for-
gave Pugach for the attack 
and her disfigurement. She 
also married him.

Upon his release from 
prison, Pugach gave a tele-
vision interview during 
which he proposed to Riss, 
who then reached out and 
accepted his hand in mar-
riage.

In 1974, The New York 
Times called the attack on 
Riss “one of the most cel-
ebrated crimes of passion 
in New York history.” A 

book about the couple, “A 
Very Different Love Story,” 
by Berry Stainback, was 
published in 1976. The in-
famous crime and ensuing 
love story was also detailed 
in the 2007 documentary 
film “Crazy Love.”

Riss was born in the 
Bronx on Feb. 23, 1937. Her 
parents divorced when she 
was young and her mother, 
her grandmother and an 
aunt raised her. She gradu-
ated from high school in 
the Bronx.

The attack, in June 
1959, scarred her face and 
left her almost completely 
blind. Over time, she lost 
what sight remained. To the 
end of her life, large dark 

Linda and Burt Pugach captivated the city with a scandalous romance. Linda died in Forest Hills Jan. 
22 at the age of 75. AP Photo/Photo courtesy Magnolia Pictures and Shoot the Moon Productions

Continued on Page 9
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Willets developers tout affordable housing at forum
Borough residents wonder why gigantic mall will break ground as wallet-friendly homes are delayed

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawyers representing 
the developers of the $3 bil-
lion Willets Point project 
answered questions about 
why a shopping mall and 
hotel are scheduled to be 
built in the Iron Triangle 
before affordable housing 
Tuesday night during a 
presentation to the Queens 
Housing Coalition.

Jesse Maysr and Ethan 
Goodman, of the law firm 
Wachtel Masyr & Missry, 
showed a presentation to a 
crowd of about 100 gathered 
at St. Sebastian Roman 
Catholic Church Parish 
Center, at 39-60 57th St. in 
Woodside, stressing that 
their project will eventual-
ly bring about 2,500 units of 
housing, some 875 of which 
will be affordable, to the 
area, along with a school 
and millions of square feet 
of retail and thousands of 

jobs.
The Queens Develop-

ment Group is made up of 
Sterling Equities, owned by 
the Wilpon family, which 
also owns the New York 
Mets, and Related Cos., run 
by development mogul Ste-
phen Ross. The partnership 
won a bid to develop the 
first phase of the controver-
sial Willets Point transfor-
mation, which eventually 
seeks to replace the entire 
area of about 60 acres, occu-
pied by auto shops and junk 
yards, into a new neighbor-
hood.

The first phase of the 
project includes a 200-room 
hotel and retail along 126th 
Street to the east of Citi 
Field, parking behind those 
buildings and a 1.4 million-
square-foot mall called Wil-
lets West on a portion of the 
parking lot to the east of 
Citi Field. These projects 
are slated to be completed 

in 2018, while the hous-
ing and additional retail 
components of the project 
are scheduled to be built 
between 2024 and 2028, ac-
cording to a draft environ-
mental impact statement 
for the project.

Many who attended the 

meeting wanted to know 
why the affordable housing 
portion was being pushed 
back. One man from Flush-
ing named Ky J. Kim said 
he would probably not live 
to see the affordable hous-
ing completed.

The partnership con-

tends that retail, restau-
rant and small business an-
chors are needed to make 
the area livable first.

“You can’t just build 
the housing,” Maysr said. 
“You have to build schools 
and you have to build ser-
vices.”

City-built ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
are needed to accommodate 
the predicted extra traffic 
associated with major hous-
ing construction, he said, 
but they are not scheduled 
to be built until 2024.

If the affordable hous-
ing was built today, the de-
velopers would be required 
to build 366 units that a 
family of four making at 
most $33,200 could afford, 
157 units for a family mak-
ing $49,800 and 348 units for 
a family making $107,900, 
according to the project’s 
request for proposals.

But those numbers are 

based off the average medi-
an income of the city, which 
can change annually, and 
the percentages are set to 
be subdivided further.

Goodman stressed that 
the plan is exactly what 
was voted on by the City 
Council in 2008. Indeed, the 
total amount of affordable 
housing remained about 
the same, and even slightly 
increased.

But the time frame in 
which it will be built was 
not envisioned by the 2008 
Council. A year after the 
plan passed, the project 
was split into two phases 
by the city. The second half 
of the project, which will 
be put out to bid in a sepa-
rate request for proposals, 
contains the other half 
of the housing and is not 
slated for completion until 
2032, and the Willets Point 
project has already seen 
lengthy delays.

Ivan Contreras, Queens Housing Coalition coordinator (l.), trans-
lates a question during a meeting about affordable housing at 
Willets Point. Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Flags outside schools 

and city buildings flew at 
half staff earlier this week 
in remembrance of former 
City Councilwoman Juan-
ita Watkins, who died last 
week at the age of 79.

Watkins’ reach and 
influence in southeast 
Queens emanated from 
what friends lovingly re-
ferred to as her “second 
home,” South Jamaica’s St. 
James the Less Episcopal 
Church, long before she 
was elected to the Council 
in 1991.

The daughter of 
Brooklyn parents Ena Flo-
retta Watkins and Ashton 
Watkins, the late council-
woman was the first from 
her family to attend col-
lege, earning her bachelor’s 
degree at SUNY New Paltz 
where, among other accom-
plishments, she recorded 
an album with the New 
Paltz Choir.

Realizing a calling in 
education, Watkins earned 
her master’s at Columbia 
University’s Teachers Col-
lege and worked as an el-
ementary school teacher 
in Queens before taking a 
position as an editor with 
the education publisher 
McGraw-Hill.

Watkins was elected to 
the Council in 1991 to rep-
resent the neighborhoods 
of Far Rockaway, Rosedale, 
Laurelton and Springfield 

Gardens.
She was at the center 

of a controversial deal to 
bring Pathmark to Spring-
field Gardens in 1995, when 
she brokered a $400,000 do-
nation from the company 
to be distributed to small 
businesses adversely af-
fected by competition from 
the supermarket.

After leaving the Coun-
cil, Watkins helped form 
and served as chairwoman 
of the Merrick Academy 
Charter School.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg ordered flags 
flown at half staff after 

Watkins died Jan. 20.
She was remembered 

by friends, family and col-
leagues in government dur-
ing a service at her church 
Monday morning.

Sondrah Peeden, a 
Council candidate who got 
her start in politics volun-
teering in Watkins’ office, 
delivered the eulogy in 
front of a crowd that in-
cluded numerous lawmak-
ers, educators and civil 
servants.

Peeden said Watkins 
instilled a strong work eth-
ic in everyone she knew.

“Those who didn’t 

have it did have it by the 
time they left her,” she said. 
“They’ve all gone on to do 
good things. It’s a tribute 
and a legacy to her.”

Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) said 
he met Watkins through 
his church when he was a 
teenager.

“She saw me grow up 
and assisted me along the 
way,” he said. “She taught 
me to always be gracious to 
people. Juanita was a lover 
of people and she worked 
hard so that everyone 
around her understood her 
love.”

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), along with the 
husband and friends of a 
Sunnyside man who was fa-
tally beaten in October, dis-
tributed fliers at three sub-
way stops Tuesday alerting 
the neighborhood to new 
police sketches of the man’s 
murderers.

“We haven’t given up, 
we will never give up in 
trying to find the men who 
took Lou Rispoli’s life,” Van 
Bramer said.

Rispoli, a 62-year-old 
activist, was last seen by an 
unnamed witness Oct. 20 
walking with two men on 
43rd Avenue between 41st 
and 42nd streets, not far 
from where he lived, while 
another man waited in a 
car nearby. The men then 
hit Rispoli over the head 
and fled in the getaway car. 
Rispoli was placed in hos-
pice care due to the sever-
ity of his injuries and died 
Oct. 26.

The NYPD released 
new sketches Friday of the 
suspects who assaulted 
Rispoli. Van Bramer dis-
tributed fliers with the 
pictures at the 40th Street-
Lowery Street, 46th Street-
Bliss Street and 52nd Street 
No. 7 train stations during 
rush hour.

He was joined by Dan-
ayal Lawson, Rispoli’s hus-
band and 31-year partner.

“It’s senseless and just 

a really horrible thing,” 
Lawson said. “This person 
was taken from a lot of peo-
ple and there’s a lot of sor-
row out here.”

Lawson said he was 
not looking for revenge in 
catching the killers, but for 
closure. He described the 
last few months as “very 
difficult.”

“It’s much harder now 
than three months ago,” 
Lawson said, “just the real-
ity of it.”

Little is known about 
the men who attacked 
Rispoli or their motives. 
Van Bramer said the attack 
cannot be definitively ruled 
a hate crime or not.

“I have been very 
frustrated by the lack of 
progress over the last few 
months,” he said.

The councilman said 
he has been in constant 
talks with Capt. Donald 
Powers, commander of the 
108th Precinct, about the 
crime. He said while mis-
takes were made in the ear-
ly period after the crime, 
with the police slow to open 
an investigation into the 
incident, Van Bramer said 
he does not believe the mis-
takes were deliberate.

The NYPD, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s of-
fice and CrimeStoppers 
are collectively offering a 
$22,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to the suspects’ 
capture.

Former councilwoman dies
Juanita Watkins, 79, represented SE Queen neighborhoods in early ’90s

Sunnyside looks for 
gay activist’s killers

A program for Juanita Watkin’s funeral features a smiling photo of the late councilwoman. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 
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Where your money works
as hard as you do.

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.orgFederally Insured by NCUA
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866.375.2817    lease@bushterminal.com   882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

BY PHIL CORSO

After several years of 
planning, parts of a Bell 
Boulevard streetscape 
project came to fruition as 
benches were bolted into 
the sidewalks of Bayside.

According to Judy 
Limpert, of the Bayside 
Business Association, 14 
benches were installed 
along Bell Boulevard be-
tween Northern Boulevard 
and 35th Avenue this week 

as part of the first phase 
of the project. Some new 
trees, upgraded sidewalks 
and antique lampposts will 
follow, she said.

“We’re very happy to 
see this done,” Limpert 
said. “It’s been a long time 
coming.”

The silver benches 
were installed through the 
city’s CityBench program 
in collaboration with the 
city Department of Trans-
portation. The program 

was funded by a $2.4 mil-
lion Bus Livability Grant 
from the Federal Transit 
Administration.

Limpert said the 
project was awaiting fi-
nal approval from the city 
Department of Design 
and Construction, which 
should come within the 
next month, before it is 
turned over to the Bayside 
Village Business Improve-
ment District.

“It is the hope of the 

Bayside Business Associa-
tion to bring more patrons 
to the businesses by making 
Bayside a beautiful place to 
shop as well as live,” the 
BBA said in a statement.

The earliest records 
involving the streetscape 
project went as far back as 
2003, according to Commu-
nity Board 11 District Man-
ager Susan Seinfeld.

Benches mark new beginning for Bell 
our middle-class co-ops in 
the outer boroughs,” said 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside). “This is 
a major victory for the vast 
majority of co-op owners in 
northeast Queens, includ-
ing thousands of senior cit-
izens on fixed incomes.”

While elected officials 
throughout Queens ap-
plauded the abatement’s 
passage, they also cau-
tioned that more work was 
needed to ensure that tax 
relief goes to the homeown-
ers who need it most.

“Passage of the legisla-
tion is the culmination of a 
long, hard fight for fairness 
and equity,” said Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone). 
“While what is really need-
ed is wholesale revision 
and reform of the classifi-
cation system, the abate-
ment we passed in Albany 
remedies the inequities. In 
fact, the abatement will in-
crease for most Queens co-
ops because it is based on 
progressive property tax 
assessments.”

 Under the legislation, 
co-op and condo units with 

an average unit assessment 
value above $55,000, but less 
than or equal to $60,000, re-
ceive partial abatements of 
20 percent, 21.2 percent and 
22.5 percent over the next 
three years. Beyond that, 
all units valued at more 
than $60,000 receive abate-
ments of 17.5 percent over 
the next three years.

The relief will go a 
long way for homeown-
ers in northeast Queens, 
according to community 
leaders such as Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance and co-president 
of the Presidents Co-op & 
Condo Council, and Glen 
Oaks Village President Bob 
Friedrich.

“Renewal of the co-op 
and condo property tax and 
J-51 abatements will allow 
hundreds of thousands of 
New Yorkers to continue to 
enjoy affordable housing,” 
Schreiber said. “Without 
the abatements, finan-
cially struggling families 
may have been forced out 
of their homes. I want to 
thank the Albany lawmak-
ers for their unwavering 
support of the co-op/condo 
community.

Continued from Page 1

Condo

received the 911 call Sun-
day at 6:45 p.m., the NYPD 
said.

“Crimes like these un-
derscore the importance 
of having hate crime laws 
in place that protect New 
Yorkers from any kind of 
prejudice and discrimina-
tion,” Dromm said.

Rangel was originally 
born in Monterrey, Mexico, 
and worked at PS/MS 219, 
at 144-39 Gravett Road in 
Flushing, teaching Span-
ish to seventh- and eighth-
graders, as well as English 
as a second language, DOE 
spokeswoman Marge Fein-
berg said. The biography on 
the school website said he 
lived in Houston for many 
years, where he taught and 
received a master’s degree 
in Spanish literature.

“I am very happy to 
be part of this wonderful 

professional community,” 
Rangel wrote on his PS/MS 
219 website. “The students 
at 219 are also very special 
to me.”

PS/MS 219 has imple-
mented a crisis team to help 
counsel students, Feinberg 
said.

Rangel’s body was 
found shortly after Michael 
Infante, 24, was found dead 
inside a home on 59th Place 
near the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway close to the 
Woodside/Maspeth bor-
der, the NYPD said. Police 
discovered his body after 
a 911 call came in at 10:15 
Saturday and pronounced 
Infante dead at the scene, 
the authorities said.

The medical examiner 
did not find any criminal-
ity in the case of Infante’s 
death, police said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Teacher
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glasses framed her face.
The couple returned to 

the headlines in 1997, when 
Pugach was accused of 
making threats to a wom-

an similar to the threats 
he was accused of making 
to Riss in 1959. He was ac-
cused of harassing a lover 
after the woman tried to 
end their five-year affair.

His wife took the stand 
and testified that Pugach 
was a good man and not 
a criminal, but simply an 

adulterer.
In recently published 

reports, Pugach said his 
wife went into Long Island 
Jewish Hospital in Forest 
Hills Dec. 26, two days be-
fore they had scheduled a 
trip to Florida.
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 718-454-5870

www.turnpikeshoes.comFREE GIFT 
with Purchase 
While supplies last. 

Limit one per 
customer

To our new location at 

FREE Private Parking available for our customers convenience

truck to the hurricane-af-
fected areas, reaching out 
to Tide and the Red Cross, 
Loads of Hope’s partner or-
ganization.

In December, a spokes-
woman for Tide, Erin Ser-
rano, said there were no 
plans to bring Loads of 
Hope to southern Queens 
and the decision where to 
mobilize the truck is based 
on need, the number of 

families displaced, access 
to water, whether there is 
an area of central access 
and other factors.

She said mobilizing the 
truck is often a joint deci-
sion between the Red Cross 
and Tide, but a spokesman 
for the Red Cross, Michael 
de Vulpillieres, said the aid 
organization is not involved 
in the decision-making 
process and only provides 
information to Tide about 
conditions on the ground.

But Laundry Capital is 
not waiting for Tide or the 

Red Cross — the company 
wants to provide a sense 
of normalcy for residents 
still reeling from the storm 
surge.

“We want them to come 
here and take care of their 
clothes in a big, clean envi-
ronment,” said Morales. “It 
is two days for everyone to 
feel normal again.”

Morales stressed that 
hurricane damage is not 
necessary to receive this 
free services, since it is 
open to all residents.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 4

Laundry

Pugach

landlord, which is realign-
ing its assets to adapt to a 
changing market.

TA Associates Realty 
paid $57.2 million in No-
vember for 12 buildings 
in Springfield Gardens to-
taling 481,000 square feet 
from Prologis, the world’s 
biggest owner of industrial 
real estate with 565 million 
square feet worldwide.

The buildings, whose 
tenants include freight for-
warders such as Aramex 
International and Amerijet, 
were 93 percent occupied at 
the time of sale, according 
to Cushman & Wakefield, 
the real estate firm that 
brokered the deal.

“On the market for less 
than six months, the offer-
ing attracted ‘considerable 
interest,’” Cushman agent 
Kyle Schmidt said. “We gave 
more than 20 tours to inves-
tors from all over — insti-
tutional, local buyers, the 
full spectrum of potential 
investors seeking access to 
this unmatched opportuni-
ty, one that they will likely 
never see again.”

City records show 
the JFK cargo portfolio is 
TA’s only holding in New 
York. Prologis acquired the 

properties in 2011, when 
it merged with the AMB 
Property Corp. to form the 
world’s largest owner of in-
dustrial properties.

And while Prologis 
still owns about 2 million 
square feet of real estate 
around JFK, in the year 
following its merger the 
company has been shifting 
its holdings away from the 
United States and Europe 
and buying up square foot-
age in Canada, Mexico, 
Brazil and Asia.

In the wake of the glob-
al financial crisis, vacancy 
rates for warehouse proper-
ties hit their highest points 
in 2009, and after a two-year 
period of consolidation, the 
industry is in the midst of 
a slow-and-steady recovery 
— vacancy rates have been 
declining steadily for the 
past three years — but ana-
lysts predict that will soon 
change.

Aging inventories of 
autos, appliances and other 
durable goods mean there 
is plenty of pent-up demand 
among consumers. As the 
economy rights itself and 
as consumer demand for 
products rises, logistics 
facilities near major ports 
are expected to see more 
demand and higher rents 
before comparable proper-
ties inland will.

The logistics industry, 
however, is in the midst of 
a shift. Trade with Asia 
and the increase of cargo 
expected to come through 
the Panama Canal when its 
expansion is completed in 
late 2014 will drive growth 
at ports on the West Coast 
and in Mexico.

JFK, however, will 
also see competition from 
inland ports as logistics 
companies seek to find 
more efficient routes of dis-
tribution.

“Smaller regional dis-
tribution centers like Den-
ver, Charlotte, Portland 
and Kansas City could see 
a net gain if companies de-
cide that minimizing those 
last mile costs outweigh 
the efficiencies and cost 
savings offered by size,” a 
Cushman report said.

According to the com-
pany’s forecast, industri-
al-property rents  in the 
greater New York area are 
expected to rise only 0.1 
percent through 2016, while 
rents in Orange County, 
Calif., are projected to rise 
37 percent.

In September, the New 
York City Economic De-
velopment Corp. commis-
sioned a study to plan for 
the future of the air cargo 
industry at JFK, Queens’ 
second-largest employer.

Continued from Page 1

JFK
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

Wings with all the fi xins
3ft Hero...American or German
6ft Hero...American or German
Hog Wings
Sandwich Platters
Large Selection of Wursts 
Including NEW 
Hot & Spicy Bratwurst

Call Us for Prices and more Details!
Selection of Over 50 Different German Beers

Let Us Cater Your Super Bowl Party


