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Final Council lines spur outrage
Two northeast Queens areas still sore spots after districting group releases maps

BY JOE ANUTA

Groups in northeast Queens 
blasted the final draft of new City 
Council lines that were set to be 
voted on this week.

The New York City District-
ing Commission, an appointed, 
15-member body of non-sitting 
politicians, is required to redraw 
the city’s political boundaries ev-
ery decade in response to popu-
lation changes identified in the 
U.S. census. The process is typi-
cally controversial, and this time 
around was no exception.

Queens activists and civic 
associations were upset and 
dumbfounded about two specific 
areas Tuesday when the commis-
sion released its final draft of the 
new lines ahead of the vote.

Just north of downtown 
Flushing lies the border between 
areas represented by Councilmen 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone).  The 
Northeast Flushing Civic Asso-
ciation, the Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners Association and 
the Queens Civic Congress, along 
with Koo and Halloran, had unit-
ed over a plan to fairly divide the 
two districts along neighborhood 
lines, keeping low-density hous-
ing in Halloran’s domain and 
high density housing in Koo’s.

The coalition formed in re-
sponse to a draft map released 

Continued on Page 50

Mom proposes 
Bayside street 
for 9/11 victim

BY PHIL CORSO

After more than 11 years, a 
Bayside mother has not given up 
in her fight to secure her son’s 
place in history after he gave his 
life to help others Sept. 11, 2001.

Mohammad Salman Ham-
dani, a 23-year-old New York 
Police Department cadet and 
emergency medical technician, 
died after he hurried toward the 
wreckage at the World Trade 
Center amid a horrific terrorist 
attack.

But immediately following 
the attacks, the Pakistani-born 
Hamdani was misidentified as a 
terrorist when his remains were 
discovered at Ground Zero.

Since then, his mother has 
become an active political com-
mentator and continues to fight 
for the NYPD to acknowledge 
Hamdani as a casualty of the at-
tacks on its official list.

She said her son did not hesi-
tate to show the most sincere form 
of compassion by voluntarily 
rushing into the disaster without 
regard for his own safety, which 
was enough reason for the NYPD 
to recognize his service.

“My son would have gone 
in there no matter what,” Talat 
Hamdani said. “The man gave 
his life for humanity. How are his 
actions any lower than the others 
who died that day?”

Continued on Page 50
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YEAR OF THE SNAKE

Youngster Samson Cheng, 15 months, plays with a snake at PS 203 in Oakland Gardens during a Lunar New Year cel-
ebration. See story on Page 35 Photo by Christina Santucci
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MLS stadium proposal 
sparks new controversy 
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Flushing’s Li guilty
in death of baby girl

BY JOE ANUTA

The father of 2-month-
old Annie Li was found 
guilty of manslaughter and 
endangering the welfare of 
a child Friday after a jury 
determined he caused her 
death in 2007, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Hang Bin Li, 28, faces 
a maximum of 15 years be-
hind bars when he is set 
to be sentenced March 4 
by Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Buchter, 
according to the DA.

“The defendant stands 
convicted of causing the 
death of his 10-week-old 
daughter by violently shak-
ing her and slamming 
her head into an object,” 
DA Richard Brown. “It is 
shocking to consider that 
a father could inflict such 
brutality and suffering on 
one as young and innocent 
as his daughter. His hor-
rific actions robbed her of 
her life and the countless 
potential it held.”

On Oct. 22, Annie was 
admitted to Flushing Hos-
pital Center without a pulse 
and promptly put on life 
support. Doctors found she 
had suffered massive head 
trauma and brain swelling, 
and days later she was tak-
en off life support and died, 
according to the DA.

Li also faced a second-
degree murder charge, 
which he was acquitted of.

Much of the trial fo-
cused on a genetic mutation 
found in the newborn after 
she died.

Cedric Ashley, Li’s 
lawyer who has defended 
clients in several shaken 
baby cases, contended that 
tests showed Annie had os-
teogenesis imperfecta, or 
brittle bone disease, and 
that Li bumped Annie’s 
head on a night stand in a 
commotion after the infant 
appeared to be ill. Because 
Annie had weakened bones, 
Ashley argued, the bump 
caused massive trauma.

But Assistant DA 
Leigh Bishop called medi-
cal witnesses to persuade 
the jury that while Annie’s 
genes did carry a predispo-
sition to the disorder, the 
infant showed no physical 
signs of suffering from it.

Li has been incarcer-
ated for four years while 
the trial was pending. That 
time spent behind bars will 
count as time served in 

BY PHIL CORSO

A new FX television 
series brought Bayside into 
the spotlight when it set up 
shop along Bell Boulevard 
to shoot an upcoming epi-
sode.

Trailers with make-
shift dressing rooms and 
storage sheds lined the 
streets in the area sur-
rounding the Bayside train 
station last week to make 
way for the new drama 
series “The Americans.” 
Crews were buzzing with 
activity in different loca-
tions along Bell Boulevard 
from 10 p.m. Jan. 30 through 
the following night to film 
parts of the 1980s Cold War 
drama, featuring two KGB 
spies who pose as Ameri-
cans soon after President 
Ronald Reagan is elected.

“The Americans” de-
buted with its 70-minute 
pilot Jan. 30 on the FX net-
work, starring Keri Russell 
from the popular series 
“Felicity” and Matthew 
Rhys of “Brothers and Sis-
ters.” The show’s producer, 
Joe Weisberg, was once an 
officer with the Central 
Intelligence Agency be-
fore becoming a television 
writer.

Throughout the shoot, 
commuters coming out of 
the Bayside train station 
were greeted by film crews 
asking them to halt and 
watch when the cameras 
were rolling. In front of 
the station house, old-fash-
ioned cars with Virginia 
license plates rolled down 

the streets as part of the 
scene.

Next to the station, 
television crews used C.J. 
Sullivan’s bar and grille as 
a base for much of its shoot-
ing operations.

Street parking in 
Bayside was temporarily 
suspended along Bell Bou-
levard from 39th to 42nd av-
enues and in select spots on 
39th, 40th and 41st avenues, 
but the short-term break in 
business brought a boost of 
attention to the area.

“TV and movie shoots 
like ‘The Americans’ cre-
ate a buzz along Bell Bou-
levard,” said Lyle Sclair, 
executive director of the 
Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District. “The 
Bayside Village BID will be 
working with the NYC May-

or’s Office of Film, Theater 
and Broadcasting to create 
opportunities for our local 
merchants to create year-
round opportunities so lo-
cal businesses may take 
advantage of this growing 
NYC industry, even when 
there is no shooting in Bay-

side.”
But for some of the 

businesses along Bell Bou-
levard, the parking ban 
made for a temporary lull 
for the cash registers. Steve 
Wiesmann, of Press 195, 
said business was notice-
ably slower by the end of 
lunchtime last Thursday as 
trucks and television crew 
trailers lined the street in 
front of the restaurant.

“There are a lot of 
customers who park here 
on Bell,” Wiesmann said. 
“But if this is just a one-day 
thing, it shouldn’t be that 
bad for us.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Film crews station their trailers along Bell Boulevard to film parts of a new FX network television se-
ries. Photo by Phil Corso

FX puts Bayside on spy alert
Film crews hit Bell Blvd. to shoot ‘The Americans’ TV series
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Hang Bin Li sits in court before 
he was found guilty of man-
slaughter for the death of his 
two-month-old daughter. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

The show stars 
Keri Russell 

from the 
popular series 
“Felicity” and 

Matthew Rhys of 
“Brothers and 

Sisters.”

Continued on Page 50
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Black History celebration swells with talent and pride 
Queensborough Community College hosts performers as annual month of recognition begins

BY STEVE MOSCO

Queensborough Com-
munity College kicked off 
Black History Month with 
revelry as talented per-
formers graced the stage 
at the school’s performing 
arts center Saturday.

With City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) and a bevy of un-
announced guests, attend-
ees swelled with African-
American pride as the 
jovial celebration filled the 
auditorium.

“This has been a his-
toric time for people of col-
or throughout the country,” 
said Comrie, who hosted 
the event at 222-05 56th Ave. 
in Bayside. “With the an-
nual celebration of Black 
History upon us, and hav-
ing just witnessed Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s sec-
ond inauguration, we must 
take this time to reflect on 

where we came from, envi-
sion where we are headed 
and celebrate those who 
sacrificed so much to get us 
to where we are today.”

And celebrating this 
occasion with Comrie were 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), city Comptrol-
ler John Liu, former city 
Comptroller Bill Thomp-
son, Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer 
and community activist 
Donald Clarke, who acted 
as master of ceremonies.

“When I was a kid, we 
had one week to celebrate 
our heritage and it was 
called Negro Week,” he 
said. “I’d say we’ve come 
quite a distance.”

Clarke introduced the 
event’s keynote speaker, 
journalist and radio pio-
neer Bob Slade as a “dis-
tinctive voice and music 
historian.” Clarke was not 
exaggerating as Slade in 

his radio-ready delivery 
told the story of a small 
African-American run re-
cord label out of Indiana 
that wielded a surprising 
amount of influence over 
the music industry in the 
1950s and ’60s.

Slade explained that 
Vee-Jay Records, started 
by husband and wife team 
Vivian Carter and James 
C. Bracken, grew from tiny 
to tremendous after sign-

ing acts such as John Lee 
Hooker, The Spaniels and 
The Dells.

But surprisingly, most 
of their success came from 
their involvement with 
two of the biggest rock’n’ 
roll acts of the early ’60s: 
The Four Seasons and The 
Beatles.

The Four Seasons 
signed with Vee-Jay, but 
the record label merely 
acquired the rights to The 

Beatles’ early records and 
released them to lukewarm 
response in the fall of 1962. 
But when the British inva-
sion hit the states in 1964, 
Vee-Jay was suddenly sit-
ting on a gold mine.

“Here you have two 
people who had a dream 
and through persistent and 
dogged determination lived 
that dream,” he said. “We 
need to teach our young 
people that they have to go 
out and get that dream. It’s 
not just going to fall into 
their lap.”

Slade, the morning 
newsman at Kiss FM for 
more than 30 years until 
the station switched format 
and he moved to WBLS, 
said the story of Vee-Jay 
records is not only a tale 
of African-American suc-
cess — it is also a caution-
ary one.

“The African-Amer-
ican community tends 

to close the door behind 
them when they make it,” 
he said. “This has to stop. 
Leave that door open a bit 
for others to follow.”

Plenty of young per-
formers knocking on the 
door of success were also 
on hand. The first per-
formance starred about a 
dozen young women from 
the Kerri Edge School of 
the  Arts, at 217-12 Merrick 
Blvd. in Laurelton, who 
athletically buzzed around 
the stage in a number cel-
ebrating the rights of black 
women.

The event also fea-
tured saxophonist Ran-
dolph Smith; vocalist Crys-
tal Smith; dancer Bianca 
Johnson, from St. Albans 
Baptist Church; youngsters 
from PS 176 in Cambria 
Heights; a jazz performance 
by Joe’s Music School in Ja-
maica; and singer James 
“Ajax” Baynard.

Keynote speaker Bob Slade (fourth from l.) is honored by Donald 
Clarke (from l.-r.), Bill Thompson and City Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
and Ruben Wills.
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The Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Curran (l.) blesses the rebuilt parish center in Breezy Point. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Three months after 

Hurricane Sandy devastat-
ed Breezy Point, many peo-
ple say the sleepy coastal 
community will rebuild.

But the question for 
many is how different will 
it be?

“I just can’t imagine it 
ever being the same again,” 
said Chris Potter, whose fa-
ther-in-law has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1972.

Potter and his 14-year-
old daughter were back in 
Breezy Point last weekend 
for the first time since the 
storm. Potter said he spoke 
with neighbors of his father-
in-law who said they were 
unsure if they could return 
home due to the high costs 
of rebuilding and the likeli-
hood insurance rates will 
go up — issues many others 
are also grappling with af-
ter the Oct. 29 storm.

“There are a lot of 
question marks for people 
here,” Potter said.

Breezy Point suffered 
some of the city’s worst de-
struction from Hurricane 
Sandy, with a massive fire 
leveling more than 100 
houses at the far west-
ern end of the Rockaways 
and scores of other homes 
completely destroyed or se-
verely damaged by a storm 
surge that barreled through 
the neighborhood.

Now, more than three 
months later, recovery has 
been slow. In some parts 
of the community it still 
looks as though Sandy blew 
through days ago and many 
have not yet been able to re-
turn to their homes.

“Right now there’s 
only two of us living on 
this block,” said longtime 
Breezy Point resident Lar-
ry Deemer.

He said he moved 
back  into his home about 
three weeks ago, but he 
said he was lucky: Many of 

his friends were still dis-
placed.

Information about the 
number of homes that were 
damaged and have been 
restored and the number 
of homeowners who have 
received government help 
is difficult to pinpoint. The 
mayor’s office did not re-
spond to a question about 
the number of Breezy Point 
homes restored through 
Rapid Repairs by press 
time, and the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency said 
they did not have data bro-
ken down by neighborhood 
immediately available.

State Assemblyman 
Philip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) said rebuilding is tak-
ing a little longer in  Breezy 
Point than other parts of 
the Rockaways, in part, 
because many houses were 
built so close together.

“It may increase the 
damage or the ability to re-
cover,” he said.

Moreover, about 20 
percent of all Breezy Point 
homes are second resi-
dences, for which recovery 
aid is more limited than it 
is for primary residences. 
That also is potentially de-
laying recovery.

And even after Breezy 
Point rebuilds and resi-

BY STEVE MOSCO

Battered and burned 
by Hurricane Sandy, the 
bungalow community of 
Breezy Point received a 
helping hand from the luck 
and brawn of the Irish.

Residents of the tight-
knit neighborhood packed 
into the newly renovated 
Monsignor Connelly Par-
ish Center next to St. Thom-
as More Church, at 204-25 
Rockaway Point Blvd., Sun-
day to smell the fresh paint 
and thank those who came 
all the way from Ireland to 
help with the rebuilding.

In the days following 
the superstorm, the Irish 
government allocated 
$320,000 to assist Irish-
American communities 
in New York and New Jer-
sey — including $50,000 to 
Breezy Point, where more 
than 100 homes burned 
down during the late Octo-
ber storm — and the com-
munity joined with mem-
bers of the Gaelic Players 
Association to dedicate the 
rebuilt facility.

“Sometimes it is in ad-
versity that we see the very 
best of people, and the re-
sponse of the community to 
support the recovery efforts 
in the areas most impacted 
by Sandy, has been hugely 

successful,” said Brian 
Hayes, the minister of state 
at the Irish Department of 
Finance. “The presence of 
the Gaelic Players Associa-
tion work team has boosted 
morale in Breezy Point as 
well as been a practical 
help in refurbishing com-
munity projects that were 
badly damaged.”

Led by their chair-
man, Donal Og Cusack, 20 
members of the Gaelic Play-
ers  — Tipperary hurling 
players, tradesman and en-
gineers — flew into Breezy 
Point last month and quick-
ly went to work gutting the 
storm-ravaged youth space 
as well as tackling other 
projects, including the vol-
unteer fire house. Working 
with the Breezy Point Relief 
Fund, Habitat for Human-
ity, the Emerald Guild and 
the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation, the GPA laid floors 
and replaced sheetrock 
and also instilled a sense of 
optimism in the neighbor-
hood.

Cusack thanked Aer 
Lingus for providing 
flights for the volunteers 
and said the community re-
paid the players in spades, 
with unmatched gratitude 
and hospitality.

“We received so much 
warmth from the commu-

nity,” he said. “We learned 
there are proud people here 
and it made us equally 
proud to help the residents 
of Breezy Point.”

Residents marveled at 
the bright walls and paint-
ed walls and remarked that 
the sight of the rebuilt facil-
ity raised the hopes of the 
entire community.

“Even having this one 
building up and running 
again is a huge relief,” said 
Debra Byers, a resident. 
“It’s amazing that this all 
came together.”

According to Tim Dev-
lin, a contractor and for-
mer Breezy Point resident 
now living in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn, two-thirds of the 
community’s residents are 
Irish and Irish American. 
His claim is backed up by 
the 2010 federal census, 
which noted Breezy Point 
is 60 percent Irish Ameri-
can. 

Devlin presented the 
volunteers with plaques in 
recognition of their work, 
but said the most profound 
gift is the sight of Breezy 
Point children running 
around on the glossy new 
floors.

“This is the fruit of 
their labor,” he said. “A 
truly blessed gift.”

Breezy Point slow to rebuild

Ireland sends its lads to peninsula
to restore damaged parish center

Handful of residents return to Rockaway enclave 

SANDY
RECOVERY
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dents return, some are con-
cerned the community may 
be significantly altered.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said the look and feel of the 
neighborhood may change 
because residents with old-
er houses — many of them 
quaint bungalows — will 
need to rebuild their homes 
conforming to newer build-
ing regulations.

“It’s going to be very 
hard to keep the character-
istic of Breezy Point, and so 
that becomes the effort,” he 

said. “How do you build in 
light of what happened?”

In addition, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo has proposed 
a $400 million home buyout 
program under which the 
city would offer pre-storm 
full market or higher value 
for wrecked homes in flood 
zones. Those houses would 
then be razed and the land 
would be turned into dunes, 
wetlands or parklands.

That could mean sig-
nificant changes to Breezy 
Point if the proposal be-
comes reality and a large 

number of residents agree 
to sell their homes.

But Addabbo and Gold-
feder said they doubted 
many residents would want 
to participate in such a pro-
gram.

“I think there will be 
a small minority who may 
choose to do that, but the 
bulk of people are going 
to want to stay,” Goldfeder 
said.

Meanwhile, although 
progress has been slow, 
it nevertheless has been 
made.

The Long Island Pow-
er Authority has restored 
electricity to the neighbor-
hood and National Grid has 
been working to restore gas 
service. An order warning 
residents not to drink the 
water without boiling it 
first has also been lifted in 
all areas except for one se-
verely damaged section.

In addition, demolition 
of the blocks of burned-
down houses has also just 
begun, and businesses 
have returned to a main 

after Sandy left few standing

(Clockwise from top l.) Larry Deemer, who has lived in Breezy Point for more than 18 years, walks his dog in front of his home, which he 
was able to return to following Hurricane Sandy; people work to repair a beachfront home Saturday; a section of homes that were de-
stroyed by fire is blocked off by netting; and a map shows the neighborhood of Breezy Point. Photos by Christina Santucci-Google Map

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

For the past 13 years, 
hundreds have helped An-
nie McMahon celebrate her 
birthday and fund cystic 
fibrosis research by plung-
ing into the icy waters off 
Rockaway but this year’s 
frigid swim also raised 
money for the storm-rav-
aged community where the 
event was held.

Annie, a 16-year-old 
resident of Westchester who 
spends her summers on the 
shore of Breezy Point, chose 
to give funds collected dur-
ing this year’s Rockaway 
Plunge to recovery efforts 
in the community. Over the 
past dozen years, the event 
has raised more than $1 
million for cystic fibrosis, 
which Annie suffers from. 

“Every other year 
they have been giving back 
to me, but now I’m giving 
back to them,” the teen said 
as she stood beside Jamaica 
Bay in Breezy Point Satur-
day wearing a pink tiara. 

Annie’s father John 
said the plunge started as a 
dare with someone offering 
him $100 for cystic fibrosis 
research if he jumped into 
the ocean. 

At that time, Annie’s 
life expectancy with the 
disease was 18. Over the 
years, however, the progno-
sis has changed and her life 
expectancy now is over 36.

“We feel like we really 
made a difference,” he said.

The McMahon family 
said they credit those who 
took the plunge in the past 
for extending Annie’s life 
and wanted to return the 
favor.

“Everyone who gave 
all of those years, now they 
need it, so we are going to 
help them,” John McMahon 
said. 

Specifically, dona-
tions will be directed to the 
Breezy Point Relief Fund 
and church parishes in 
the Rockaways so that play 
areas at schools can be re-
stored after the hurricane, 
Annie’s mother, Theresa 
McMahon, said.

“A lot of the schools 
and the churches down 
here just don’t have the 
donations that they used 
to,” John McMahon said, 
explaining that many 
Rockaway residents need 
to spend to repair their 
homes. “We want to help 
fill their coffers up so they 
help build their communi-
ties back up, too.”

Some peninsula resi-
dents were among about 
100 people who dipped into 
Jamaica Bay Saturday, but 
resolute souls came from 
all over the city and sur-
rounding areas. 

At 1:55 p.m., all of the 
plungers stood dressed in 
their bathing suits out-
side the The Colony The-
atre. Representatives from 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 

Polar Bears take dip  
for hurricane relief

Dozens of people race into Jamaica Bay in Breezy Point. See more 
photos on Page 46. Photo by Christina Santucci

as questions remain about future of reconstruction on coastline

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50
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BT Weprin, Liu propose changes to city’s education panel
Offi cials have different ideas on how to reduce mayor’s infl uence over PEP members’ decisions

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) and city 
Comptroller John Liu each have 
a proposal on the table to reform 
the controversial Panel for Edu-
cational Policy, which has been 
criticized as a rubber stamp for 
the mayor’s school-closing policy.

When Albany wrested power 
from the city Board of Education 
in 2002, it put in its place the PEP, 
which is made up of five members 
appointed by each of the city’s bor-
ough presidents and eight mem-
bers appointed by the mayor.

Among its duties, the panel 
votes on the city Department of 
Education’s proposals to close 
or make significant changes at 
schools. Despite near-unanimous 
criticism from communities 
in Queens, the panel voted last 
year to close seven borough high 
schools before the courts ulti-
mately shot down the plan.

Weprin last week teamed 
up with city and state electeds to 

push a bill he introduced in the 
Assembly, which would split the 
mayor’s eight members in half, 
with the remaining four appoint-
ed by the City Council.

“This bill will create a board 
that is accountable to the commu-
nity with the proposed appointee 
structure that will include par-
ents and educators,” Weprin said. 

“The new board will have real 
input on how the New York City 
school system is run and an im-
pact on school policy decisions. 
Parental and community input is 
paramount.”

The newly structured panel 
would have the responsibility of 
choosing the city schools chancel-
lor, who is now appointed by the 

mayor. Bloomberg said he did not 
think the initiative would gain 
traction.

“This measure has failed 
time and time again, and we are 
confident it will follow suit this 
year,” he said.

Liu, who is considered to be 
a candidate for mayor but has not 
yet officially declared, released a 

set of proposals that would keep 
the mayor’s eight members but 
change the way they are selected.

Under his plan, a nominat-
ing committee would select no 
more than 63 candidates chosen 
by the mayor, elected officials, 
community groups, labor unions 
and universities.

The mayor would then se-
lect eight panel members, though 
he or she would only be able to 
choose four mayoral nominees.

Liu would also like to see an 
end to the policy that allows the 
state Education Department to 
grant waivers for potential chan-
cellors who do not meet the posi-
tion’s requirements. All three 
chancellors under the Bloomberg 
administration received waivers.

The mayor did not comment 
on Liu’s proposals.

Albany renewed mayoral 
control in 2009 and the current 
law is set to expire in the summer 
of 2015.

Dmytro Fedowskyj (l.), Borough President Helen Marshall’s appointee to the city Panel for Educational Policy, and Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott participate in a meeting last year when the panel voted to close seven Queens high schools. 
There are two proposals out to restructure the panel.
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INTRODUCING

JEI Lil’ Genius
Education for the 

Gifted and Talented
JEI Lil’ Genius (powered by FasTracKids®) 

is an early childhood enrichment program 
designed for 

3 TO 5 YEARS OLD. 
Class meets weekly for 2 hours.

Grand Opening in Bayside-Auburndale
MULTI-DAY PRESCHOOL ALTERNATIVE & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

JEI

SUMMER

PROGRAMS 

AVAILABLE!

JEI has a Scientifi c 
Diagnostic System. 

It Pinpoints the Missing 
Links in Learning, and 

Prescribes an Individual 
Study Program Based on 

Your Child’s Specifi c Needs.

 

MIX 
f i t n e s s  .  w e l l n e s s  

GROUP FITNESS & WELLNESS STUDIO 

zumba®  . pilates  . yoga . piloxing ® . bootcamp . bokwa® . pound® . barre . health coaching .youth fitness 

reMIX fitness & wellness is more than just a fitness studio. It is a place where there are no 
egos... no judgments... no doubts. There is no such thing as too much, not enough, the right 
way or the wrong way... there is ONLY YOUR WAY. 
  
At reMIX, we are a team. We are in this journey to wellness. Here, we are open minded... we 
share stories... we compare notes... and trade smiles. You will walk through the door with a 
feeling of acceptance and motivation for we all inspire and motivate each other. We are a 
diverse group... who share the same common goal... becoming healthier inside and out...  
  
Bring in this ad for a FREE class and see what reMIX has to offer YOU! 

150-65 Cross Island Parkway . Clintonville St. Entrance . Whitestone 
718.746.0462 | info@remixofwhitestone.com | remixofwhitestone.com 

FREE CLASS WITH THIS AD!

Flushing man arrested in flashing case
FLUSHING — Police said they have arrested 

a 32-year-old Flushing man in connection with two 
flashing incidents involving young girls.

According to the NYPD, Dagoberto Amaya, 
of 143-16 Laburnum Ave., was charged with three 
counts of public lewdness and two counts of endan-
gering the welfare of a child.

Police had released a surveillance image of a 
suspect last week, seeking information about his 
identity and whereabouts.

According to police, the suspect had approached 
a 12-year-old and a 13-year-old girl Jan. 28 around 7:40 
a.m. as they walked on Bowne Street in Flushing, 
where he tried speaking to them and then exposed 
himself to them.

Police look for Fresh Mdw. bank robber

FRESH MEADOWS — The NYPD was 
asking for the public’s assistance in iden-
tifying and locating a suspect wanted in 
connection with a bank robbery in Fresh 
Meadows earlier this month.

Police said the suspect entered a Sov-
ereign Bank on Union Turnpike at about 3 
p.m. Jan. 11. The suspect demanded money 
from the teller and fled after the teller com-
plied.

The suspect is described as a black, 
40-year-old man, 5-foot-7 and weighing 200 
pounds with brown eyes. He was last seen 
wearing a black cap and a brown, waist-
length jacket.

Suspect charged in attempted abductions

FLUSHING —  Police arrested a man 
last week wanted for attempting to lure a 
14-year-old girl and a 13-year-old girl into 
his car on Northern Boulevard in two sepa-
rate incidents on the same day, the NYPD 
said.

According to police, Angel Recalde, 
43, was arrested and charged with two 
counts of luring a child to commit a crime, 
two counts of endangering the welfare of a 
child and two counts of harassment.

Police said Recalde allegedly drove 
alongside his would-be victims and tried to 
get them to enter his vehicle. In one of the incidents, the suspect allegedly got out of his 
car and tired to physically force the girl into his car.

Both victims were able to flee the suspect.

Police arrested and charged 
Dagoberto Amaya in connection with 
two flashing incidents 

Image courtesy NYPD

This individual is wanted in connection with a 
bank robbery on Union Turnpike last month. 

Image courtesy NYPD

The driver of this vehicle, Angel Reclade, was 
arrested last week and charged with attempt-
ing to lure young girls in his car. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter
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BREAKING

BY JOE ANUTA

A confidential propos-
al made by Major League 
Soccer last year provides 
insight into the sports 
group’s closely guarded vi-
sion of what a stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park might look like, docu-
ments showed.

The internal plans, 
which appear to be a pro-
posal from September 
2012, were provided to the 
TimesLedger on condi-
tion that the source not be 
identified. In several ren-
derings, the plans show 
that the stadium does not 
sit at ground level, but will 
rather be perched on top of 
a mound of earth that the 
league calls a “publicly ac-
cessible berm.”

Opponents of the park 
believe this berm is needed 
to build the foundation of 
the stadium, since the wa-
ter table is so high in the 
park. Flushing Meadows 
sits in a flood plane, which 
would make it costly to dig 
downward. 

The league said the 
proposal from last year 

 does not necessarily reflect 
its current plans, which 
may or may not include the 
berm, since since its vision 
is constantly evolving. A 
league spokeswoman re-
iterated that the stadium 
would not be taller than the 
Unisphere, even with the 
mound.

MLS is staying mum 
about many details of the 
project, which is what 
makes groups like the Fair-
ness Coalition believe there 
are too many unanswered 
questions associated with 
the proposal to make it vi-
able — such as who the 
owner would be and if the 
team will even make mon-
ey, hardly a guarantee for 
an MLS franchise, accord-
ing to Will Sweeney, who is 
involved with the coalition.

Sweeney described the 
group of civic organizations 
as pro-park but not neces-
sarily anti-development.

He also questioned 
MLS’s assessment of the 
number of jobs that will 
come along with the sta-
dium. The league pegs the 
number at more than 2,000, 
yet a similarly sized soccer 

stadium that was recently 
proposed in Long Island 
would provide only 500 
jobs.

MLS has said it counts 
the number of jobs created 
both on and off the job site, 
a methodology Sweeney 
called “absurd.”

The league has said 
repeatedly that its games 
would not coincide with 
games at the New York 
Mets’ Citi Field, yet the Sep-
tember proposal calls for a 
plan to mitigate concurrent 
events at each stadium.

In recent weeks, an-
other group has emerged 
that is opposed to any com-
mercial activity in the bor-
ough’s largest greenspace.

Save Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, like 
the Fairness Coalition, 
has been endorsed by the 
Queens Civic Congress.

This group, led by 
members of the community, 
including Al Centola, of the 
Malba Gardens Civic Asso-
ciation, and Geoffrey Croft, 
of New York City Park 
Advocates, contends that 
parkland is sacred, pro-
tected by law, and should 

be free from development 
by corporations.

They released a video 
detailing their stance and 
called on Queens residents 
to urge their elected of-
ficials to oppose the com-
mercialization of Flushing 
Meadows.

The soccer stadium is 
just one of three projects 
proposed for the park.

Developers at Willets 
Point hope to put a 1.4 mil-
lion-square-foot mall on the 
site of a Citi Field parking 
lot — technically parkland 
— and the United States 
Tennis Association is look-
ing to expand its footprint 
by less than an acre, but 
also continue to park cars 
on grassy areas of the park 
and build a diesel power 
generator outside the area 
it leases from the city, ac-
cording to an environmen-
tal impact statement.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

The footprint of the stadium proposed by Major League Soccer is actually larger than this initial rendering presented to the community, 
documents show. Photo courtesy MLS 

A proposal submitted by the developers of Willets Point in 2011 
shows a casino and hotel in the parking lot to the west of Citi 
Field, and a parking lot and green space over Willets Point. 

Image courtesy Willets Point United

City says no dice
to Willets casino

BY JOE ANUTA

The city is adamantly 
denying a casino is bound 
for Willets Point after a re-
cently unearthed 2011 pro-
posal shows the develop-
ers of the project initially 
wanted to construct a large 
gaming hall and hotel on a 
Citi Field parking lot and 
simply pave over most of 
the Iron Triangle for park-
ing.

In a significant de-
parture from what the city 
asked for in a request for 
proposals in May 2011, the 
Queens Development Group 
hoped to build a nearly 1 
million-square-foot casi-
no on what is technically 
public parkland, pave over 
nearly all the area now oc-
cupied by auto shops and 
junkyards and provide no 
housing, affordable or oth-
erwise, according to a plan 
obtained by Willets Point 
United and New York City 
Park Advocates and provid-
ed to TimesLedger Newspa-
pers.

The plan was submit-
ted in September 2011 by 
the group — a joint venture 
between Related Cos., a de-
velopment firm owned by 
Stephen Ross, and Sterling 
Equities, a real estate com-
pany owned by the New 
York Mets’ Fred Wilpon 
and Saul Katz. Wilpon and 
Katz lease from the city the 

land for Citi Field and its 
parking lots, which techni-
cally sit on Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

The city immediately 
shot down the idea in 2011, 
according to a spokesman 
from the city Economic De-
velopment Corp., and sent 
the group back to the draw-
ing board.

“There is no casino be-
ing built at Willets Point, 
period. A proposal in 2011 
that included a gaming 
use was rejected. And the 
agreement with the Queens 
Development Group to 
clean up and transform this 
long-blighted area into a dy-
namic, mixed-use district 
expressly prohibits any 
gaming uses,” EDC spokes-
man Nick Kelly said.

The contract between 
the city and the developers 
prohibits gambling, EDC 
said.

A spokesman for the 
group also denied that the 
plan would ever see a res-
urrection.

“Our plans for Willets 
Point do not include an In-
dian or commercial casino, 
which is illegal,” the group 
said.

In the initial proposal, 
the partners hoped to pay 
$100 million for the Willets 
Point land and touted an 
agreement with the Long 
Island-based Shinnecock 

MLS had secret soccer plan
Stadium may sit on berm but will not be taller than Unisphere 

Continued on Page 50
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www.fredstransmissionworld.com

FREE Local Towing & Diagnostic Check with Any Major Repair 
Non-serviceable parts additional charge, foreign, 4 wheel drive and oversized vehicles additional 

Serving the NYC Metropolitan Area 

46-16 Kissena Blvd Flushing, NY

Serving Long Island 

for Transmissions & More…

Rebuilt Transmission
FROM $800*Most American 

Cars, Includes 
Labor & Soft Parts

Expires 2/15/13
This coupon to be presented with vehicle checkups

0% APR 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
with credit approval

718-358-5700

WINTER SALE!

WHOLESALE PRICES TO THE PUBLIC 
COME TO THE SOURCE

Court strikes down part of DA’s interview program
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Thousands  of convic-
tions in Queens court could 
be heading for retrial after 
a state appellate court ruled 
last week that part of a pro-
gram run by District Attor-
ney Richard Brown’s office 
violated suspects’ constitu-
tional rights against self-
incrimination.

Beginning in June 
2007, Brown’s office began 
a program of taping inter-
views with suspects — most 
of whom were poor minori-
ties — who were ready to be 
arraigned but could not af-
ford an attorney.

During the interview, 
an investigator would read 
from a prepared script pri-
or to advising a suspect of 
his or her Miranda rights, 
which are meant to inform 
a suspect of their right 
against self-incrimination.

“If your version of the 
events that day is different 
from what we have heard, 
this is your opportunity to 
tell us your story. If there is 

something you would like 
us to investigate concern-
ing this incident, if you tell 
us about it, we will look into 
it,” the script read. “This 
will be the only opportu-
nity you will have to talk 
to me prior to your arraign-
ment on these charges.”

A four-judge panel in  
Brooklyn’s Second Circuit 
Appellate Court  last week 
ruled the language in the 
script to be unconstitution-
al and ordered retrials in 
three cases.

“When the clear and 
unequivocal warnings de-
vised in Miranda are com-
bined with the information 
and suggestion contained 
in the preamble, the mes-
sage conveyed to suspects 
is muddled and ambiguous. 
Correspondingly, when the 
warnings are combined 
with the preamble, it can-
not be said with assurance 
that the suspects clearly 
understood their rights,” 
the decision read. 

“Why is the preamble 
read before giving the 

Miranda warnings and ob-
taining a waiver of rights, 
instead of after the warn-
ings are read and a waiv-
er obtained?” the judges 
asked. “If the answer is 
that suspects are more 
likely to waive their rights 
after having heard the 
preamble, that lends sup-
port to the conclusion that 
... the warnings have been 
rendered ineffective by the 

preamble.”
Brown said the pro-

gram was designed to pre-
vent wrongful conditions 
and was responsible for 
dismissing charges against 
more than 100 people. He 
said the script was revised 
three years ago and once 
again following last week’s 
decision.

“Today’s decision, 
which is based almost en-

tirely on the Second De-
partment’s interpretation 
of federal constitutional 
law, takes issue not with 
the program itself but rath-
er with our introductory 
remarks — remarks which 
were modified more than 
three years ago,” he said. 
“Our current introductory 
remarks include virtually 
none of the statements with 
which the Court has found 
fault and, importantly, no 
defendant has ever been 
questioned without having 
first been read their Miran-
da rights.”

The DA’s office said 
more than 12,000 inter-
views have been conducted 
since 2007.

Queens Law Associ-
ates is one of two nonprofits 
with Queens public defend-
er contracts.

Attorney-in-Charge 
Tim Rountree said those 
who were convicted or 
pleaded guilty after being 
read the script now have 
new grounds to appeal 
their cases.

“It’s not an automatic 
thing. You’d have to scru-
tinize exactly what was 
said in those statements 
and how that occurred,” he 
said. “It won’t be a whole-
sale-type of reversals, but 
rather it will be on a case-
by-case basis.”

New York Civil Liber-
ties Union Senior Attorney 
Taylor Pendergrass said 
the bigger issue left un-
addressed by the court’s 
ruling was the constitu-
tionality of interviewing 
unrepresented suspects 
prior to arraignments.

“There are big ques-
tions still with the revised 
script, pretty serious 
ethical issues the opinion 
doesn’t answer,” he said. 
“The Supreme Court in 
New York is quite clear that 
you can’t delay a suspect 
more than 24 hours before 
a prompt arraignment. A 
program that systemati-
cally delays arraignments 
has some pretty serious 
problems.”

A state appellate court has ruled part of District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s pre-arraignment interview program is unconstitutional.
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259 First Street, Mineola, New York 11501 •  1.866.WINTHROP  •  winthrop.org

A recent landmark study* by Healthgrades®, the leading independent 
health care ratings organization, of women aged 65 years and older, 
2008-2010, reveals some alarming facts. Following a heart attack, for 
example, women receive far fewer surgical interventions than men. 
And when they do, women suffer a 29.1% higher death rate. Other 
disturbing disparities were found across 16 of the most common 
diagnoses and procedures among women.

But women are not powerless. The study made it clear that a small 
percentage of hospitals is doing a far superior job for women. And 
saving thousands of lives. Only one of these elite institutions is located 
in Nassau and Suffolk counties – Winthrop-University Hospital. 

Your health means everything. To you and to your family. Educate 
yourself about this critical study at winthrop.org. And call 1.866.
WINTHROP for a physician referral.

If all hospitals treated women as well as Winthrop,

nearly 40,000 lives could have been saved.

Winthrop-University Hospital is the only 
hospital in NY State to simultaneously receive 

all three of these awards.

*Healthgrades 2012 Trends in Women’s Health in American Hospitals
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HIZZONER
There is little we can say about the late Ed Koch that 

hasn’t already been said. He was one of the greatest may-
ors this city ever knew, a quintessential New Yorker who 
lifted the spirits of this city when it needed it most.

Koch was a World War II veteran who fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge, a congressman and three-term mayor 
who helped pull the city out of fiscal turmoil in the 1970s.

He was a man who never backed down even when the 
position he was taking was unpopular. At the same time, 
he enjoyed the attention. We remember Koch marching 
in city parades, pumping his arms in the air and asking, 
“How’m I doin’?”

The New Yorkers who lined the parade route told him 
he was doing great. And he loved it.

Long after he left elected office, Koch remained active 
in city affairs, endorsing candidates, writing columns and 
speaking out on important issues.

On occasion we wrote about Koch in this space. He let 
us know when he agreed and when he didn’t.

We opposed his endorsement of Republican Bob Turn-
er for Congress. Koch, who described himself as a “liberal 
with sanity,” would later admit he was “sending a mes-
sage” to President Barack Obama in response to a position 
the president had taken on Israel.

We also opposed the renaming of the 59th Street 
Bridge the “Queensboro-Ed Koch Bridge.” He loved the 
renaming.

In a June editorial headlined “Search for the Next 
Koch,” we wrote, “What the city needs is another Ed Koch. 
For all his flaws, Koch was a man of the people.”

We called Koch a war hero. He replied: “I was not a 
hero. I served to the best of my ability and was honorably 
discharged as a sergeant after serving for three years. I 
received two combat battle stars and the Combat Infantry 
Badge, as did every member of the 104th Division for serv-
ing in combat in the campaigns of Northern France and 
the Rhineland.

“Combat stars are not awarded for individual bravery. 
Everyone in the division who served in these campaigns 
received the combat battle stars.”

We take nothing back.
Koch never stopped being a hero. Till his dying day 

he fought for the causes he believed in with honesty and 
passion. He was a man of the people who loved this city as 
much as anyone ever has.

Four pols show courage on gun control
resident Barack 
Obama and Vice 
President Joe Biden 
deserve great credit 

for their efforts to curb gun 
violence in our country. So 
does Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
at the state level and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg at the 
city level.

It takes courage to 
challenge the powerful 
forces that fight reasonable 
change that will protect 
us all from the horrors of 
Newtown, Conn., and all 
the other sites of carnage 
that we have witnessed.

Why would anyone not 
in the military or on a po-
lice force need an assault 
weapon? Why would any-
one need a magazine that 
holds dozens of bullets? 
Why would anyone not sup-
port universal background 
checks to prevent crimi-
nals and disturbed people 
from purchasing guns? It 
boggles the mind that these 
issues have not been ad-
dressed in our country and 
that it takes intense trag-
edy to bring these issues 
forward.

There are other mea-

sures that must be taken as 
well to stop gun violence, 
including the stopping of 
gun trafficking and find-
ing better ways to identify 
and treat the mentally ill, 
who can have violent ten-
dencies. All of these issues 
must be addressed in order 
to stop gun violence.

I have profound admi-
ration for the parents and 
families of victims of gun 
violence who are coming 
forth and demanding mean-
ingful and responsible gun 
control reform. After un-
dergoing and continuing to 

live through such unspeak-
able grief and sorrow, these 
brave people are standing 
up and speaking out.

It is time that we all 
do so. We need to contact 
our elected leaders and let 
them know that we cannot 
sit back any longer, that we 
must enact changes that 
will protect all of us — es-
pecially our children — 
from bloodshed, violence 
and trauma.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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State must fi nd funding in budget for early education
An open letter to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo:
am writing to request 
that you hold the fund-
ing levels for Early In-
tervention Programs 

and preschool services at 
the same levels that were 
enacted in the 2012-13 state 
budget in your executive 
budget proposal for fiscal 
year 2013-14 and commit to 
doing so in future budgets.

With this commit-
ment, you will demonstrate 
again your ability and 
willingness to craft and 
implement long-term solu-
tions. In these two specific 
areas, you have the ability 
to define a legacy by setting 
a simple but monumental 
new standard for your ad-
ministration and all future 

governors: no funding cuts 
to these programs.

The reason for this 
request is simple: Early In-
tervention and preschool 
services are the epitome 
of smart, fiscally respon-
sible and forward-thinking 
government policy. When 
funded and implemented 
properly, these services 
directly help children and 
families, ensure better 
quality of life for all of our 
citizens and save taxpay-
ers significant amounts of 
money in future years.

I applaud your plan, 
mentioned in your State of 
the State address, to expand 
full day pre-kindergarten 
for students in low-income 
areas. This is a good step to-
ward ensuring that all New 

Yorkers have access to vital 
early education programs, 
but a commitment to a one-
year increased allocation 
does not prevent future re-
ductions, and we have seen 
numerous increases and re-
ductions in recent budgets.

While the state Assem-
bly, under the leadership 
of Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan), has been 
on the forefront of the fight 
to restore funding for Early 
Intervention and preschool 
services, New York state’s 
record on funding these 
services over the last sev-
eral years has been mixed.

A look at the last five 
years of the state’s budget 
allocation for preschool 
shows modest increases 
from 2008 to 2010, a slight 

drop in funding when 
your administration first 
came into office and then 
a resumption of a modest 
increase in this last fis-
cal year. Considering the 
$10 billion deficit the state 
faced two years ago, your 
record of commitment to 
preschool, as reflected by 
these budget decisions, is 
evident.

The record of support 
for EIP allocations over the 
last five years in the state 
budget is different. Locali-
ties are being expected, by 
federal mandate, to pro-
vide adequate EIP services 
while receiving less assis-
tance in the state’s budget 
allocation. If our intention 
is to support our most vul-
nerable population and re-

lieve localities of addition-
al fiscal burdens, we must 
reprioritize and renew our 
financial commitment to 
these services.

The focus on the proper 
development and socializa-
tion of children from birth 
to 3, covered by EIP servic-
es, and from 3 to 5, covered 
by preschool services, is of 
monumental importance 
for children. While difficult 
to quantify, it is undeniable 
that not properly funding 
these preventative services 
simply means higher costs 
in future years for educa-
tion, health care and other 
portions of our state bud-
get.

Therefore, I ask you 
to view EIP services and 
preschool as proven meth-

ods to help preempt devel-
opmental problems that 
would affect our children, 
and ultimately all New 
Yorkers, before these prob-
lems become more costly or 
unsolvable.

I look to you, governor, 
to continue to be as thought-
ful and aggressive as you 
have been on other topics 
on this issue and lead us 
by adopting the simple new 
standard: at an absolute 
minimum, no cuts to these 
services.

Andrew Hevesi
Chairman

State Assembly Committee 
on Oversight, Analysis and 

Investigation
(D-Forest Hills)

City should check tree stability
ne of the destructive 
results of Hurri-
cane Sandy was the 
destruction of trees 

throughout the city.
It was estimated that 

nearly 15,000 trees were up-
rooted or damaged by the 
hurricane. The continued 
planting of new trees under 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
One Million Trees Program 
must stop.

What the city Parks 
Department and its For-
estry Division need to be 
do is conduct inspections 
of every tree in every city 

park and playground and 
along the streets in every 
borough.

Many trees that are 
still standing may have 
been weakened by the hur-
ricane and could fall in fu-
ture storms and injure or 
kill somebody. Inspect the 
trees and those that are 
found to be weakened must 
be removed.

Also, there must be 
regular tree maintenance 
throughout the city, with 
pruning done on a regular 
basis by Parks and its For-
estry Division.

How many more peo-
ple, like Tony Laino, need to 
die before necessary action 
is taken? His death could 
have been prevented had 
the city removed that tree 
in front of his residence af-
ter all the complaints that 
had been made to Parks by 
his family and neighbors.

Plant not one more 
tree until every tree is in-
spected.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Clinton performed well before GOP
think U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton 
did an outstanding job 
defending herself and 

the State Department from 
the disgraceful onslaught 
by the Republicans on the 
Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee.
But I must criticize 

her for one failure. She ne-
glected to ask why, when a 
bill came up in Congress 
to increase funding for for-
eign consulates and embas-
sies, the Republicans voted 

against it.
Hypocrisy, thy name 

is GOP.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Writer cannot decide gun ownership
nfortunately, Ken-
neth Kowald’s Jan. 
17-23 article “NRA 
has no right to dic-

tate who should live and 
die” is filled with the same 
illogical, irrational cliches 
we have been putting up 
with for years from the an-
ti-gun extremists.

He asks if anyone 
should have a weapon ex-
cept for sport and hunting? 
Why don’t we ask if anyone 
should have a baseball bat 
except if you are a pro ball-
player or a hammer except 
if you are a carpenter? It is 
a fact that more people are 
murdered by bats, clubs, 
hammers and knives than 
by rifles of any kind. So 
I guess we should enact 
knife control except if you 

are a chef.
Secondly, according 

to the law, I do not have to 
justify why I want to own 
a firearm. The burden of 
proof is on the government 
to tell me why I cannot, but 
most astonishingly Kowald 
says he knows what is in 
the U.S. Constitution, but 
let us get past that.

Let us get past that? 
What other parts of the 
Bill of Rights should we get 
past because Kowald does 
not like them? Freedom 
of speech? Freedom of the 
press? Right to due pro-
cess?

He then says that the 
Constitution is not the Ten 
Commandments — fair 
enough — and if you do not 
like the Second Amend-

ment, then go through the 
amendment process and 
change it. In the meantime, 
it is the law and you cannot 
just choose to get past it.

The National Rifle As-
sociation is not five guys in 
a room trying to direct our 
lives. It is made up of mil-
lions of ordinary Ameri-
cans, like me, who want our 
concerns represented in 
Washington. Neither you, 
Kowald, nor any of the anti-
gun fanatics have the right 
to dictate what rights we 
are entitled to and which 
rights can be ignored, es-
pecially my right to protect 
myself and my family.

John LaPorte
Whitestone
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Finance Dept. bases condo and co-op taxes on fi ction

f you are a co-op or con-
dominium owner or 
private homeowner, you 
should know that the 

city Department of Finance 
has released its annual as-
sessed valuation numbers 
for all real estate in New 
York City.

Most folks are not 
aware of this, but this an-
nual exercise by the DOF 
is done every January and 
these numbers are used 
to calculate your annual 
property taxes. These num-
bers can be found online at 

nyc.gov. If the city gets its 
numbers wrong, your fam-
ily’s budget will be affected 
for years.

The process is so com-
plicated and convoluted for 
co-ops and condos that the 
City Council passed a bill 
last year requiring the DOF 
to print a guide in layman’s 
terms explaining how it is 
done. Probably the greatest 
threat to the fundamental 
affordability of New York’s 
co-op and condo communi-
ties is the city’s failed prop-
erty tax and valuation sys-
tem. A year and a half ago, 
this system imposed a sin-
gle-year, double- and triple-
digit valuation increase on 
Queens co-ops and condos.

Figuring out the prop-
erty valuation so the DOF 
can apply the tax rate that 
has been authorized by 

the Council for a co-op or 
condo should not be vexing, 
but should be a simple task, 
since tens of thousands of 
such units are sold every 
year.

But co-op and condos 
are not valued at fair mar-
ket selling prices. Under 
New York law, they are val-
ued as if they are fictional 
rental properties that gen-
erate fictional rental prof-
its. In fact, the DOF is sup-
posed to compare co-ops 
and condos with compara-
ble residential rental prop-
erties to help it determine 
taxable valuations.

In 2011, when I discov-
ered it was using commer-
cial properties to do those 
comparisons, I contacted 
the New York Post, which 
did an exposé on the story. 
In response, the DOF called 

it a “computer glitch.” Then 
in 2012, city Comptroller 
John Liu audited the DOF’s 
methodology and uncov-
ered significant problems 
with its new valuation sys-
tem, which is the system in 
place today.

For homeowners, the 
valuation formula is simple 
and based on actual selling 
prices and then adjusted by 
a statutory formula to get 
to the final valuation num-

ber.
But co-ops and condo 

valuations are determined 
differently. Since the val-
ues are not based on sell-
ing prices, the DOF has to 
figure out what an imagi-
nary buyer would pay for 
the entire co-op or condo 
complex if it were for sale, 
a rental property and a 
profit-making entity. This 
sounds crazy and it took 
the DOF 17 pages of jargon 

to explain it in “layman’s 
terms.” I have read it, so let 
me summarize in a single 
sentence how the DOF es-
tablishes the value of your 
co-op or condo:

The DOF creates a 
hypothetical investment, 
with a false rate of return, 
on a fictional rental build-
ing that an imaginary per-
son would buy at a made-up 
price, based on profits it 
never earned and calcu-
lated on fabricated income 
and expense reports never 
produced.

So when the valuations 
are released, no one should 
be surprised when a hypo-
thetical, based on a fiction, 
does not reflect reality.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and an civic leader.

■

On Point

s a Manhattan na-
tive, I have always 
been proud of being 
born in this city, but 

I learned from my parents 
that I should consider my-
self an American first be-
fore giving my allegiance 
to any locality.

That is what makes me 
unhappy about the course 
too many in government 
take these days on mat-
ters of importance to all 
of us. Nullification — the 
refusal to abide by federal 
law — was the battle-cry of 
the Southern slave states. 
Many in those states sup-
port the same idea today. 
Secession, another “rea-
son” for keeping slavery 

alive, is being voiced by 
many in those states.

Perhaps it is not out 
of order to reconsider the 
remarks of Horace Greeley 
at the start of the insurrec-
tion: “Let the erring sisters 
depart in peace.”

But, let us put the iro-
ny aside. Let us deal with 
today, when federal funds 
are going to be used to help 
the victims of Hurricane 
Sandy.

As far as I know, New 
Yorkers in Congress have 
not ever tried to block help 
for other Americans caught 
up in the aftermath of natu-
ral disasters. That is the 
time when we are Ameri-
cans first.

Not so with 179 mem-
bers of the U.S. House of 
Representatives who voted 
against funds for Sandy 
victims. All but one of them 
was a member of the Repub-
lican Party, but 49 GOPers, 
including all those from 
the states hardest hit voted 

yes.
One has to be remind-

ed of a comment by a presi-
dential candidate about not 
caring about 47 percent of 
the American population. 
What was his name? Ap-
parently, a majority of his 
supporters feel the same 
way. Is this “the American 
Way”?

Not long after he be-
came a U.S. senator, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan began to 
publish a newsletter for his 
constituents. It was witty, 
on-target and full of infor-
mation.

One of the points he 
made, which has remained 
with me since I read it, was 
that New York was among 
the states that paid more 
for the federal government 
than it got back in help 
from it.

A young friend has 
given me a report, based 
on 2005 data and the 2004 
election, to show that New 
York, New Jersey and Con-

necticut continue to do 
so, among the 18 states in 
that category. With the ex-
ception of Florida, Texas, 
Colorado and Nevada, all 
the other states are Demo-
cratic.

In that same report, 
five Democratic states — 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, 
Vermont and Pennsylvania 
— are among the 32 that get 
back more than they send 
to Washington, D.C. Re-
member, these are 2004-05 
figures and some of these 
states may have changed 
political allegiance. The 
other 27 are Republican. 
They all get back more than 
they pay.

My friend found a re-
port on slate.com posted 
Jan. 16 and headlined 
“Which Republicans Voted 
for Sandy Relief?” written 
by David Weigel. It is an 
eye-opener, but maybe not 
surprising.

It is worth the time 
to match those “no” votes 

against the states that get 
more from the federal gov-
ernment than they send. 
They have their hands out 
when the money is for them, 
but they deny it to millions 
in need.

I do not want “the 
erring sisters” or the err-
ing Congress members to 
depart. I would like them 
to wake up to the fact that 
when it comes to helping 
our fellow Americans, we 
must put aside political 
ideology and do the right 
thing.

Since so many of us 
have relatives and friends 
who live elsewhere in the 
country, it might be helpful 
to get them to find out how 
their representatives voted 
on relief from the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Sandy. 
A word to “nay” congres-
sional voters from constitu-
ents might make them un-
derstand that they should 
represent all Americans.

This partisan Man-

hattan native continues to 
believe that my love of my 
country does not begin and 
end at the borders of the 
greatest city in the world.

On Jan. 28, 91 days af-
ter Hurricane Sandy, the 
Senate passed the relief 
bill. The vote was 62-36. 
All the nays were Repub-
licans, 16 of whom were in 
the Senate when relief after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
was voted for unanimously. 
It passed the U.S. House of 
Representatives with 11 no 
votes. Relief came less than 
two weeks after Katrina.

What kind of country 
are we living in with this 
kind of irresponsibility? 
No wonder Congress has 
such a low public rating. 
Helping other Americans is 
part of the American Way, 
remember?

I thank all those in 
Congress who voted the 
right way and came to the 
rescue of the millions who 
suffered from Sandy.

Casting votes against Sandy aid is not the American way

■

I Sit And 
Look Out
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COLUMNS

(Clockwise from top l.) Ed Koch (l.) says hello to City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Sr. as Queens Borough President Claire Shulman looks on in 1987; Koch listens during the 9th annual National Action 
Network convention; Queens Borough President Donald Manes (l.) and City Councilman Archie Spigner join Koch at LaGuardia Airport in 1979; Koch visits the Alley Pond Environmental Center in Douglaston; 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.) thanks Koch (l.) for his support; Aurora Gareiss (l.) and Virginia Dent join Koch; Mayor Michael Bloomberg is joined by Koch in Forest Hills; Koch (c.) views planned improve-
ments at the Flushing Library in 1985 with Myra Baird Herce and Linda Shostal; Koch sits down with the Vallone family for dinner; on a tour near Bowne House, Koch receives a framed aerial view of 
the area from Shostal; Koch endorses state Sen. Joseph Addabbo in 2012; and Koch enjoys a laugh with Emily Scheuer and her husband, Rep. James Scheuer, at the latter’s 70th birthday in 1990. 

Photos by Walter Karling, Frank Nocerito, Christina Santucci, courtesy Peter Vallone Jr. and AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

BY JOE ANUTA

Thousands of mourn-
ers attended the funeral 
of late Mayor Ed Koch last 
week as the outspoken and 
charismatic lawmaker was 
remembered in Queens 
with both fondness and sad-
ness following his death at 
age 88.

Koch, who served as 
mayor from 1978-89, died 
from congestive heart fail-
ure at New York-Presby-
terian Hospital, Reuters 
reported.

Many borough law-
makers had close dealings 
with Koch, who took office 
during a tumultuous time 
in the city’s fiscal history, 
and many recalled his 
unique way of engaging the 
public.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) described 
campaigning with the ven-
erable lawmaker decades 
ago when they were bom-
barded by egg throwers in 
Manhattan. She apologized 
to Koch, but he was un-
fazed.

“He just smiled and 
turned to me and said,  
‘Not to worry, in my mind 

they’re all cheers!’”
The late mayor has 

been credited with pulling 
the city out of fiscal turmoil 
in the late 1970s and imbu-
ing the population with a 
sense of hope.

But it was also during 
Koch’s tenure that former 
Borough President Donald 
Manes was accused of over-
seeing graft and kickbacks 
that flowed in and out of 
Borough Hall. He later com-
mitted suicide. Cataloged in 
the nonfiction book, “City 
for Sale,” the city’s Parking 
Violations Bureau served 
as a main venue for the dis-
honesty that plagued the 
borough’s government. 

But that was not Koch’s 
enduring legacy in Queens, 
where he was remembered 
with great affection last 
week. 

Many recited some of 
Koch’s famous acerbic wit-
ticisms.

Former City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr., 
who served during part of 
Koch’s tenure, remembered 
the mayor saying: “If you 
agree with me nine out of 
12 times, vote for me. If you 

Continued on Page 49
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 On Friday night March 1, 2013, hundreds of synagogues 

across the continent will take part in an historic national 

Jewish event to celebrate that which unites all Jews-Shabbat. 

Everyone is invited...singles, couples, families, all ages. 

Let’s celebrate together! 

 Temple Beth Sholom of Flushing invites you to join us 

for Shabbat Dinner at 6:00 pm followed by Shabbat Family 

Services at 7:30 pm. For information or to make reservations 

please call the Temple Offi ce at 718-463-4143. Call Fay at 

917-509-1664.

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Minority stop and frisks high in 115th, 103rd
BY REBECCA HENELY

An NYPD report released 
Monday revealed that the contro-
versial stop-and-frisk tactic was 
used on Hispanics in the 115th 
Precinct in the Jackson Heights 
area and blacks in the 103rd Pre-
cinct in Jamaica at rates that 
outpaced their demographics in 
2011.

The New York Civil Liber-
ties Union had spotlighted both 
precincts in a report released 
last year about 2011. The 115th 
Precinct — which includes East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and 
the north half of Corona — had 
the third-highest rate of stop-and-
frisks in the city. The 103rd Pre-
cinct, which includes Jamaica 
and Hollis, was ranked eighth-
highest. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said if the num-
bers in the new report reflect the 
current use of stop-and-frisk, they 
would be troubling, although he 
had assurances and was told the 
situation had improved in the 
115th Precinct since the NYCLU’s 

report came out.
“I really don’t believe that 

racism is involved,” he said. “We 
can’t sort of paint all police offi-
cers with one brush.”

The report said 18,156 people 

were stopped and frisked in the 
115th Precinct in 2011. Of these, 
about 84 percent were Hispanic, 
even though they make up about 
65 percent of the population. The 
number of black people stopped in 

the 115th also outpaced the demo-
graphics, making up about 9 per-
cent of stops in a district about 6 
percent black.

White people, who comprise 
about 12 percent of the popula-
tion, and Asian/Pacific Islanders, 
who account for about 16 percent 
of the population, each made up 
about 4 percent of those stopped 
in the precinct.

In the 103rd Precinct, 17,152 
people were stopped in 2011. 
Black individuals made up about 
74 percent of the stops but con-
stitute only about 48 percent of 
the population. Hispanic, white 
and Asian/Pacific Islander indi-
viduals were all stopped at a rate 
lower than their population in the 
precinct.

The NYPD report, however, 
said about 74 percent of known 
crime suspects and 79 percent of 
known violent crime suspects in 
the 115th Precinct are Hispanic. 
In the 103rd, about 70 percent of 
known crime suspects and about 
74 percent of known violent crime 
suspects are black.

Peralta said he was in sup-

port of stop-and-frisk as a tool, 
but after the NYCLU released its 
report last year, he wrote a long 
letter to Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly and had a long discus-
sion with him about his concerns. 
One of the most pressing issues 
was the NYCLU ranking the pre-
cinct third in the number of times 
force was used during a stop-and-
frisk. Of all stop-and-frisks in the 
115th Precinct, force was used 41 
percent of the time, the NYCLU 
said.

The senator said Kelly was 
retraining officers working in the 
115th Precinct and other impact 
zones, or places marked as high-
crime areas. He had also heard 
that stop-and-frisk incidents had 
gone down 50 percent in the 115th 
Precinct in the last year.

“I hope they have because if 
they haven’t, that would be a very 
serious concern,” Peralta said.

Reach Rebecca Henely by e-
mail at rhenely@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Police in the 103rd Precinct respond to a man on Jamaica Avenue. An NYPD re-
port said most people stopped and frisked in the precinct are black.
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718–423–9300

ALLERGY & ASTHMA FAMILY CARE CENTER
An accurate diagnosis 
can lead to sinus relief.

Sinus disorders are often 
caused by difficult-to-diagnose 

interrelated problems.
Dr. Robert Mittman specializes 

in the relief of nasal, 
sinus and respiratory disorders.

FLU SHOTS 
AVAILABLE

Nose, Eye and Ear Conditions
Breathing Problems
Sinus Headache
Skin Rashes
Bronchitis
Hives
Eczema
Insect, Pet and Food Allergies

36-45 Bell Blvd. • Bayside, NY 11361
718.225.3103 • gohidoggy.com

GRAND OPENING!
Dog Grooming    Dog Care Supplies    Food 

Toys    Winter Coats    Puppies for Sale!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

School bus drivers’ strike puts brakes on APEC programs
 

Nature center’s teachers transport animals to students as work stoppage continues
BY PHIL CORSO

It has been a bumpy 
ride for Douglaston’s Alley 
Pond Environmental Cen-
ter.

After a hectic fall sea-
son thrown into a whirl-
wind since Superstorm 
Sandy, the center took yet 
another hit from a citywide 
school bus drivers’ strike.

Without buses, stu-
dents have been unable to 
get to APEC for workshops 
since drivers went on strike 
in mid-January. The center 
has lost more than $4,000 in 
field trip revenue and more 
than 100 class visits, the 
group said.

“We are simply doing 
our best,” said Irene V. Sc-
heid, executive director at 
APEC.

To try and supplement 
the loss of nearly 2,000 stu-
dents trekking to the cen-
ter throughout the month, 

Scheid said APEC put some 
new ideas into drive to 
raise much-needed fund-
ing. Since the strike, APEC 
has taken its educational 
programs on the road, on 
the wheels of personal 
staff vehicles, to visit city 
schools.

Though it has been an 
adequate temporary fix, Sc-
heid said the new method 
still leaves students short-
handed.

What has typically 
been a two-hour program 
with a lecture, animal 
showcase and hands-on 
project has shifted into a 
condensed 45-minute lec-
ture with a brief animal 
meet-and-greet, Scheid 
said.

“It is not the same as 
a visit to our center,” she 
said. “But it is still a fun 
learning experience.”

Instead of having stu-
dents come to the center, 

where various animals are 
housed, APEC crews must 
transport the different spe-
cies themselves — which 
presented a new set of chal-
lenges.

“Our animals, espe-
cially our reptiles, need 
heaters to be able to tra-
verse to schools in this frig-

id weather,” Scheid said.
Last month, bus driv-

ers with the Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1181 
called a strike amid a dis-
pute with Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and the Depart-
ment of Education over 
whether or not jobs guaran-
tee for senior workers in the 

form of an Employee Pro-
tection Provision could be 
included in new contracts. 
The strike left more than 
150,000 city students with-
out rides to school - 54,000 
of whom have disabilities 
and require special trans-
portation arrangements, 
the DOE said.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott said the 
union’s demands were im-
possible to meet after a 2011 
state Court of Appeals rul-
ing blocked job protections 
specifically for pre-kinder-
garten contracts.

Last week, the Nation-
al Labor Relations Board 
ruled the strike was legal, 
validating the work stop-
page and putting pressure 
on the city to continue ne-
gotiating.

Until then, Scheid said 
she continues to keep a 
close watch on the news to 
hopefully celebrate a small 

victory in what has been a 
rough several months. If 
things don’t get better, she 
said the center would be 
forced to consider its op-
tions, which could include 
staff cuts.

“We check the news ev-
ery day because this really 
affects our income,” Scheid 
said. “I don’t think people 
are realizing the impact 
this strike has on groups 
like APEC. It will definitely 
have an impact on our bot-
tom line.”

APEC will continue 
fund-raising this spring 
with an April 25 Green Gala 
at Terrace on the Park with 
hopes of bringing in more 
than $40,000 for the cause.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Animals are loaded into a staff vehicle so teachers at Alley Pond 
Environmental Center can bring their lessons on the road. 

Photo courtesy APEC
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Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

$100 OFF
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 3.31.13

99
 

Swiss movements excluded. 2 per customer. 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 3.31.13

-Special- 
Sterling Silver Bracelets 

Starting at $89*

$499*

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY JOE ANUTA

The trial for two aides 
to the city comptroller was 
delayed after one of them 
was forcefully hospitalized 
with an unspecified illness, 
news reports said. 

Jia “Jenny” Hou and 
Xing Wu “Oliver” Pan, 
who worked on Liu’s fund-
raising campaign for an 
unannounced but widely 
anticipated run for mayor, 
are facing federal wire 
fraud charges in Manhat-
tan federal court. The trial 
was set to begin Monday, 
but last Friday U.S. District 
Judge Richard Sullivan re-
ceived information about 
the health of Pan, who was 
taken for a mental evalu-
ation against his will, ac-
cording to the Associated 
Press.

On Tuesday Sullivan 
adjourned the court until 
April 15, according to AP, 

but if an evaluation indi-
cates Pan is fit to proceed 
with the trial, he reserved 
the right to begin earlier.

Pan and Hou are ac-
cused of employing straw 
donors — false donors used 
to conceal the real source of 
money — to funnel money 
into the campaign coffers 
of Liu. Both have pleaded 
not guilty.

The delay is not good 
news for the comptroller 
since the trial could likely 
drag well into the cam-
paigning season for this 
year’s Democratic p rimary 
in the spring. 

Liu discussed these 
implications during a re-
cent sit-down interview 
with TimesLedger News-
papers.

“It’s been somewhat 
surreal,” he said. “We have 
nothing to hide, and I’m 
very proud of how we are 
conducting our fund-rais-

ing.”
To demonstrate his 

stringent methodology of 
gathering funds, he said 
the campaign did not ac-
cept contributions from 
anyone who does business 
with the city, nor anyone 
who is looking to do busi-
ness with the city.

Liu also initially estab-
lished a limit of $800,  which 
is far less than the maxi-
mum donation of $4,950. 
The number was picked 
because the No. 8 is auspi-
cious in Chinese culture, 
according to Liu.

But after The New 
York Times published an 
article in October 2011 
detailing the federal in-
vestigation of Liu and his 
campaign, the comptroller 
said his self-imposed limit 
became twisted into “some 
freaky Chinese scheme to 
get more straw donors.”

Trial for Liu aides likely to drag 
well into city’s election season
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DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

AviatorCamps.comAviatorCamps.comAviatorCamps.com

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center

Lawmakers renew call for Lunar New Year school holiday
Newly elected Kim picks up where predecessor left off by proposing sixth incarnation of state bill

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of lawmakers is call-
ing for the Lunar New Year to be 
made a school holiday in the city, 
but the message has fallen on 
deaf ears in the state Legislature 
many times before.

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) recently intro-
duced a bill that would give city 
schoolchildren the day off on the 
first day of the Lunar New Year, 
the biggest holiday in East Asian 
countries, including China and 
Korea. The holiday is based on 
the lunar calendar and falls on a 
different day each year.

“New York is known through-
out the world for its vast diversity 
and some of the biggest cultural 
celebrations in the nation,” the 
newly elected assemblyman said 
in a statement. “Establishing the 
Asian Lunar New Year Day as 
a school holiday for all city and 
school districts with high Asian 
populations would help to estab-
lish an understanding and ap-

preciation for our many different 
cultures as well as this very im-
portant holiday.”

The state bill would apply 
to any city with a population of 
1 million or more, which is only 
New York City, and an Asian 

population of at least 7.5 percent, 
according to the bill.

This will not be the first 
time Albany considers the bill. 
It is the exact same piece of leg-
islation that has been introduced 
five times before since the 2005-06 

session, with only one of the bills 
having an extra clause in it, ac-
cording to state records. U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside) was be-
hind many of those efforts.

The city Department of Edu-
cation pegs the Asian student 
population at 15.7 percent in the 
city, although that statistic in-
cludes not only East Asian coun-
tries, but also people identifying 
themselves as South Asian and 
from the Indian Subcontinent.

The first day of the Lunar 
New Year means many empty 
seats in schools heavily attended 
by Asian-American students. 
For example, last year at PS 130 
in Manhattan, 80 percent of the 
students were absent, compared 
to a typical rate of around 2 per-
cent, according to the lawmakers, 
and currently those students are 
considered excused even though 
the absence is marked on their 
records. The DOE would not pro-
vide absence numbers for PS 20, a 
school in the heart of Flushing.

The department contends 

that students need as many days 
in the classroom as possible and 
that another holiday would take 
away precious time for learning.

“New York’s diversity has 
always been one of its greatest 
strengths, and with so many re-
ligions practiced throughout our 
city, we have to weigh additional 
school closings with the need to 
give our kids as much time in 
the classroom as possible — espe-
cially this year, as we recover lost 
time from Hurricane Sandy,” the 
department said in a statement.

But Kim and the co-spon-
sor of the bill, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D-Brooklyn), urged 
the DOE to create the holiday it-
self or to move its development 
day, a yearly scheduled day off, to 
the Lunar New Year so the chil-
dren will not be counted absent.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

State Sen. Daniel Squadron (c.) speaks about creating a Lunar New 
Year School holiday alongside Queens lawmakers and civic leaders. 

Photo courtesy Dan Squadron
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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Containers may vary.  EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® and Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Make life a little sweeter.™

Brooklyn & Queens Locations
1557 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-451-3344

1357 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11216
718-622-3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd., 
Howard Beach, Queens 11414

718-848-3344

order early for special Valentine’s Day savings

we do the work

YOU BE
THE HERO

Proposed QHC residence raises concerns at town hall
Community opposes planned facility that would house people living with mental illnesses or HIV/AIDS

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Scores of angry com-
munity members gathered 
to protest a Queens Hospital 
Center proposal to turn one 
of its vacant buildings into 
a residence for low-income 
individuals and people liv-
ing with chronic health 
conditions, mental illness 
or HIV/AIDS at a town hall 
meeting last week.

A central issue for 
many was the Jamaica 
building’s proximity to 
several schools and the 
large size of the proposed 
residence. Some commu-
nity members speaking 
out against the proposal 
invoked the tragic shooting 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newton, Conn., 
as a cautionary tale.

“What about our chil-
dren?” demanded Maria 
DeInnocentiis, a parishio-
ner of St. Nicholas of Tolen-

tine, which runs an elemen-
tary school catty-corner to 
the site of the proposed QHC 
residence. “Can anyone 
here guarantee that they 
will be without harm?”

Several area officials 
and representatives from 
QHC and ComuniLife, the 
organization that would be 
contracted to run the facili-
ty, also attended the packed 
meeting Jan. 30, held at St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine, at 
150-75 Goethals Ave.

Under the QHC plan, 
its vacant T Building, at 
Parsons Boulevard be-
tween 82nd Drive and Go-
ethals Avenue, would be 
turned into 251 apartment 
units. Some of the units 
would be offered to patients 
of Queens and Elmhurst 
hospitals with chronic con-
ditions and others would be 
filled via a lottery to low-
income individuals.

In addition to being 

near St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine Elementary School, 
the T Building is next to 
Queens Gateway to Health 
Sciences High School and 
close to several other high 
schools.

The QHC and Comu-
niLife representatives 

defended the proposal at 
the town hall, saying fu-
ture residents would be 
screened before they could 
move into the building and 
that sex offenders or people 
with a history of violence 
would not be allowed to live 
there.

They also urged un-
derstanding for people with 
mental illness, saying the 
lack of housing can be a ma-
jor hurdle to healing.

But although QHC and 
ComuniLife representa-
tives said residents in the 
facility would be assigned 

case workers and would 
be under tight security, 
they said they ultimately 
could not force patients to 
take their medications and 
could not guarantee there 
would be no incidents in 
the community.

Several of the elected 
officials at the meeting, 
including state Assembly 
members David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), Deputy Borough 
President Barry Groden-
chik and others, said they 
had concerns about the pro-
posal.

Avella was among the 
most outspoken in his criti-
cism of the plan.

“This apparently is a 
very bad proposal,” he said, 
speaking to the commu-
nity. “You’re against it. I’m 
against it.”

Assemblyman David Weprin addresses community members concerned about a Queens Hospital 
Center proposal at a town hall at St. Nicholas of Tolentine. He is joined on the panel by oth-
er Queens electeds, civic leaders and representatives of Queens Hospital Center and ComuniLife. 

Photo by Karen Frantz
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259 First Street, Mineola, New York 11501 •  1.866.WINTHROP  •  winthrop.org

...with High-Performing Specialties11

Regional Hospitals in 
the NY Metro Region...of the Best1

Award-winning care across an extraordinary range of medical specialties. 
That’s the level of excellence Winthrop-University Hospital has achieved by 
uniting behind a powerful guiding principle: Your Health Means Everything. To 
learn more, visit winthrop.org. For a physician referral, call 1.866.WINTHROP.
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WE WILL BEAT 
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ADVERTISED PRICE
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Federally insured by NCUA

* 360 monthly payments of $4.77 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up 
to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, 
the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage 
Insurance). Rates in effect as of 01/28/2013. Rates and terms may change without 
notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New 
York. Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. 
Membership is required. 

Call 212-238-3521 or visit 
nymcu.org to apply today.

Home sweet 
home just got  
a little sweeter.

3 0  Y E A R
 F I X E D  R AT E

4.000%

4.170%
Rate*

APR*

Don’t wait another day. 
Get an MCU  

mortgage today.

Loan specialists to guide you through  
the loan process

 First time homebuyers education program 

Refinancing and Home Equity  
Loans available

For more
information,
scan 
the code.

BY PHIL CORSO

The country’s oldest Republican club 
will host its 138th anniversary Lincoln din-
ner this weekend with a packed agenda full 
of dinner, dancing, and honorees through-
out the borough, the group said.

According to the Queens Village Re-
publican Club, keynote speaker Rabbi 
Aryeh Spero will be one of the many attrac-
tions at the celebration, in which several 
awards will be doled out to movers from 
the borough.

Pamela Geller, founder of AtlasShrugs.
com will received the American Patriot of 
the Year award, Maspeth High School Prin-
cipal Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir will be 
named educator of the year, and Infosys In-
ternational CEO Raj Mehta will receive the 
businessman of the year award. Lance Cpl. 

Greg Buckley, Jr. will also be honored with 
the ultimate sacrifice award.

The highlight annual Queens political 
event is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 10, at 3 
p.m. at Antun’s of Queens Village, located 
at 96-43 Springfield Blvd.

A cocktail hour with a buffet will be-
gin at 3 p.m. with an open bar all evening, 
the group said. Full course dinners will 
include the choice of prime ribs, boneless 
chicken, or baked salmon, which will be 
served at 4 p.m.

Reservations are $100 per person.
For more information, those interest-

ed can contact James Trent at jtrent8830@
aol.com.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by e-mail at 
pcorso@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Queens Republicans prep 
for annual Lincoln dinner

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

When you’re a patient of Calvary, the choice is yours:
Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most 
unique and comprehensive.  For more than a century, 
it has been treating not only the physical pain, 
but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary 
eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time when 
people are most vulnerable, when attempting to 
move between home and hospital, or vice versa. 
Different from most other programs and services, 

Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the 
Calvary Family of Care”, they are cared for and 
guided to wherever and whenever they need to be...
whether in their own home, in a select nursing facility, 
or in our hospital. We hold their hands each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part 
of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and is just one more 
reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Boro braces for another Beacon battle in Bayside
BY PHIL CORSO

Battle cries to save 
Bayside’s beloved Beacon 
program echoed through-
out the community last 
year, but not for the last 
time.

Those who work close-
ly with the coveted after-
school program said they 
were bracing for another 
fight with the city to re-
move it from the budgetary 
chopping block.

“Once again, we are 
fighting for funding,” said 
Alan Stark, coordinator of 
Beacon Services at Little 
Neck’s Samuel Field Y, 
which oversees the Bayside 
program. “We have been 
in this community for 20 
years. That should be the 
story. Instead, we are in the 
same boat as last year.”

In 2011, the City Coun-
cil saved seven of 81 city-
wide Beacon programs 
with more than $2 million 
in discretionary funding. 
But that money is set to 

run out by the summer, and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
again neglected to include 
them in his annual budget 
proposal.

Beacon programs are 
academically driven com-
munity centers that oper-
ate after school, during 
summer vacation and on 
weekends and holidays to 
provide activities for chil-
dren and families. They 
include sports, counseling, 
vocational training, dance, 
drama and more.

Samuel Field Y Execu-
tive Vice President and CEO 
Dr. Steve Goodman said 
losing his Beacon would be 
a detrimental blow to the 
Bayside community after 
decades of success.

“I think we have done 
a tremendous amount for 
this community,” Good-
man said. “We have been 
very proud to serve and 
bring kids together with 
our positive and productive 
community-building activi-
ties.”

The seven programs 
slated to be shut down last 
year included Queens’ 
Samuel Field Y, at MS 158 
in Bayside and Forest Hills’ 
Queens Community House, 
at JHS 190, along with the 
Tottenville High School 
Jewish Community Center 
of Staten Island, Phipps 
Community Development 
at IS 192 in the Bronx, Heart 

Share Human Services at IS 
259 in Brooklyn, the Stan-
ley M. Isaacs Neighborhood 
Center at PS 198 in Manhat-
tan and the Hudson Guild 
at MS 414 in Manhattan.

If they want to survive 
past the summer, the only 
hope rests with the Coun-
cil, according to David Slot-
nick, director of communi-
ty-based programs at the 

Samuel Field Y.
“Unless we can con-

vince the Council to fund 
this program once again, 
the money to continue will 
not be there,” Slotnick said. 
“Once again, we will start 
soon to hit the pavement, 
form letter-writing cam-
paigns and organize phone 
calls to have our voices 
heard.”

In light of the new (old) 
news, Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) vowed he would work 
to make sure the Council 
acts.

Weprin said he hoped 
to avoid yearly dances over 
the programs in the future 
when Bloomberg’s succes-
sor assumes the role in the 
upcoming mayoral elec-
tion.

“As we move forward 
in the process, we will 
work very hard to make 
sure these programs are re-
stored,” said Weprin, who 
was one of many elected 
officials to throw support 
behind the cause last year. 
“Beacon and after-school 
programs are essential to 
our community because 
without them, families 
would have a much harder 
time keeping their jobs.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Youngsters Irving Estevez (l.-r., front tow), Ariana Rodriguez and Bryanna Shulman rally against pro-
posed cuts to Beacon programs in 2012, including the one they attend at MS 158 in Bayside.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

League of Conservation Voters has high hopes for Rozic
Policy group endorses 13 newcomers to state Legislature as environmental advocates
BY PHIL CORSO

One of northeast 
Queens’ newest representa-
tives in state government 
was chosen as part of a 
short list of environmental-
ly promising officials, the 
New York League of Con-
servation Voters said.

According to the pro-
environment organization, 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
was the only Queens of-
ficial selected in a Top 13 
list of recently elected law-
makers to be labeled as up-
and-coming environmental 
leaders.

“From climate change 
to clean energy, New York 
faces many complex envi-
ronmental challenges in 
2013,” said NYLCV Presi-
dent Marcia Bystryn. “For-
tunately, there is a new gen-
eration of environmental 
leadership in the New York 

state Senate and Assembly 
that is committed to ad-
dressing these challenges 
head-on. Because of her im-
pressive track record and 
plan for a more sustain-
able future, we are proud 
to count Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic among our New 
Generation 2013.”

Bystryn said the 
group compiled the list by 
analyzing lawmakers’ bi-
ographies, achievements, 
records, and environmen-
tal philosophies. The group 
also compiled data through 
candidates’ environmen-
tal questionnaires, which 
were completed last year, 
providing an insight into 
specific policies and stanc-
es on areas including clean 
energy, the Environmental 
Protection Fund and public 
health.

While campaigning 
and in her swearing-in cer-
emony, Rozic kept environ-

mental policy a top priority 
of her agenda.

“The New York League 
of Conservation Voters is 
a leader in the fight for a 
green and healthy New 
York state, and I am proud 
to be working with them 

to better our quality of life 
in Queens,” Rozic said. “I 
will continue to advocate 
for cleaner, greener and 
sustainable approaches to 
business, energy produc-
tion and transit.”

Rozic, 26, won the 25th 

Assembly District seat in 
November with more than 
67 percent of the vote, ac-
cording to the BOE, secur-
ing her spot to represent 
communities including 
Flushing, Queensboro Hill, 
Hillcrest, Fresh Meadows, 
Oakland Gardens, Bayside 
and Douglaston.

She received an en-
dorsement from the league 
in her bid for the Assembly, 
as did the other 12 members 
of the up-and-coming list. 
It was her first election to 
public office.

Before her election, 
Rozic served as a chief of 
staff for Assemblyman 
Brian Kavanagh (D-Man-
hattan), where she assisted 
with different environmen-
tal initiatives, including 
the banning of Styrofoam 
statewide and specifically 
in government agencies 
and office buildings, and 
increasing television en-

ergy efficiency, the NYLCV 
said.

In her candidate ques-
tionnaire, Rozic outlined 
her environmental plat-
form, which included a 
strict opposition to hydrau-
lic fracturing in New York 
and hopes to improve the 
borough’s public transpor-
tation options.

“The district I am 
looking to represent has 
subpar public transporta-
tion options and one of my 
priorities once elected will 
be to expand and improve 
bus service as well as pro-
vide other transportation 
options in eastern Queens 
and beyond,” Rozic said.

The New York League 
of Conservation Voters 
works with the state Leg-
islature to make environ-
mental sustainability a top 
political and policy prior-
ity, the group said.

Nily Rozic is one of 13 new members of the state Legislature to re-
ceive high hopes as an advocate for the environment.
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Complete Impotence Center

Urological center 

for men & women

Over 25 years in Queens

Most insurance & HMO’s accepted

Se habla Español

Prostate & Potency Center

Kris K. Jhaveri, Urologist
M.D., F.A.C.I.P., F.I.C.S., F.A.C.P.E.

718–271–2800

A monument is the opportunity to perpetuate your memories
of  an especially loved and revered family member or friend.

Memorial art is our way of helping you to express that memory.
The monument you select will be 

a personalized illustration of your tribute.

718–896–9100
www.memorialsbyparkside.com

BY PHIL CORSO

A sociology teacher at 
Bayside’s Benjamin N. Car-
dozo High School got a rise 
out of her students when 
she chose to fight teenage 
pregnancy with sacks of 
flour.

In most traditional 
middle and high school pro-
grams, students would re-
ceive an egg to care for and 
prove their durability as 
potential parents by return-
ing it without a crack. But 
in Robin Sita’s class, the 22 
young teenagers from 10th- 
to 12th-grades were tasked 
with dressing and looking 
after a less messy, differ-
ent kind of delicacy: hefty 
5-pound bags of flour.

Sita said she launched 
the new approach to un-
derstanding teenage preg-
nancy so students could see 
and feel the responsibilities 
of raising an infant first-
hand.

“There are a lot of 
shows on television today 
that sort of sensationalize 
pregnancy,” Sita said. “In 
reality, it is very time-con-
suming and expensive.”

At the beginning of the 
course, Sita said her stu-
dents had to make their ba-
bies out of sacks of flour to 
be either shared with a peer 
or cared for solo. The kids 
used pantyhose, typically 
matching the color of their 
skin, and duct tape to fas-
ten a makeshift baby with 
arms, legs and a head of its 
own. Students also crafted 
their own birth certificates 
for the powdery rug rats 
and had different teachers 
throughout the day sign off 
that they were being taken 
care of.

Every day, the toddlers 
had to be accounted for, Sita 
said. Students were provid-
ed with weekly budgets to 
account for car seats, stroll-
ers and more, and could not 
let their flour babies out of 

sight unless they were left 
with a baby-sitter.

“They were shocked,” 
Sita said of her class’ reac-
tion by the course’s end. 
“The students didn’t know 
where they would get all the 
money they needed while 
in school. I think by the end 
the kids had a whole new 
outlook.”

In 2011, the United 
States reached a record 
low for teenage births with 
329,797 — about 8 percent 
lower than the year before, 
according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. While the exact 
reasons as to why the num-
bers have dropped were not 
clear, the CDC said sexu-
ally active teens seemed to 
be using birth control more 
than in previous years.

Beyond the hands-on 
caretaking aspect of the 
course, Sita said her stu-
dents got a close look at how 
society views them if they 
are young and with child. 

For most students, the 11-
year sociology teacher said 
flour babies joined them on 
their school bus commutes 
to and from school and 
drew some harsh criticism 
from their peers.

Since she initially 
launched the course late 
last year, Sita said inter-
est in her sociology class 
has seen a drastic increase 
in enrollment because of 
her project-based learning 
technique. And for the ul-
timate payoff, Sita said the 
first students to go through 
the program used their 
flour to bake cookies for the 
class when their temporary 
parenthoods were put to a 
grade.

“Today, I think kids 
are looking for a sense of 
responsibility,” Sita said. 
“This may have been a non-
conventional way of learn-
ing, but this gave them 
some sort of direction and 
hands-on experience.”

Flour babies in Bayside 
tackle teen pregnancy

Cardozo High School students show off their flour babies. 
Photo courtesy Israel Matos

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Nat Valentine
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COMING SURGE OF

ALZHEIMER’S CASES 
                       IN MINORITIES

Within two decades’ time, Al-
zheimer’s Association research 
shows, the degenerative brain dis-
ease will grow in minority popula-
tions in the United States.

More than 5.4 million people in 
the United States have Alzheimer’s 
today, and that number is expected 
to increase to 14 million as the baby-
boom generation ages.

Projected racial and ethnic dis-
parities are pronounced across the 
nation: although more than 80 per-
cent of the Alzheimer’s cases diag-
nosed in 2006 occurred in the white 
population, the American Medical 
Association says that number is ex-
pected to drop to 60 percent by 2050 
— because of the proportional rise 
in the number of minority cases.

Minority groups can face unique 
challenges in the diagnosis and 
treatment of dementia, experts say.

Values shared by many groups 
across ethnic lines — reverence for 
elders and respect for family — can 
stand in the way of seeking help. In 
some minority groups, the elderly 
are less likely to have easy access to 
healthcare. Language can prove a 
barrier to early, accurate diagnosis. 
As in the white community, so can 
fear and stigma.

But the coming Alzheimer’s surge 
creates urgency to overcome obsta-
cles that have traditionally caused 
some minority communities to be 
reluctant to plan for the future that 
millions of their elders will face.

“There absolutely is a need to 
talk about Alzheimer’s in the minor-
ity community,” said Edie Yau, di-
versity director for the Alzheimer’s 
Association of Northern California. 
“But there are also cultural barriers 
and just pure stigma.”

Researchers know that ordinary 
memory loss is far different from 
the profound loss of self that Al-
zheimer’s can involve. People with 
Alzheimer’s can undergo behavioral 
changes, including agitation and de-
pression. They can lose their ability 
to walk, and even to eat.

Continued on Page 32
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Across ethnic and racial 
lines, the greatest risk factor 
for Alzheimer’s is, simply, 
old age. Deaths from heart 
disease and most cancers 
have consistently decreased, 
leading to longer lives — and 
a consequent rise in Alzheim-
er’s and dementia cases.

Aging minority popula-
tions can face particular 
risks.

Heart health tends to sup-
port brain health in the later 
years, for example — yet sta-
tistics show that older adults 
in many minority communi-
ties have high rates of hyper-
tension and diabetes, which 
in turn raise the likelihood 
of vascular problems and de-
mentia.

And out-of-date cultural 
standards can prevent fam-
ilies from seeking help.

It has taken time for fam-
ily members in some com-
munities to absorb the les-
son that respecting elders 

means seeking a diagnosis, 
not avoiding one.

“It’s a slow, incremental 
process,” said Yau. “Even 
now, we’re going into Afri-
can-American churches and 
community centers, trying 
to provide information.”

After three years, the 
Bridge to Healthy Families 
project — a partnership of 
the Asian Community Center 
and the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion — has brought education 
sessions on family caregiv-
ing to several thousand Sac-
ramentans, said chief execu-
tive offi cer Donna Yee.

“We’ve gone to every 
civic and church organi-
zation we know of in our 
community,” she said. 
“And we’re fi nding that’s 
increased the number of 
family members willing to 
use our social day respite 
program and engage their 
siblings as a team.”

The slow pace of change 
means that in many com-
munities, elders tend not to 
be diagnosed until the dis-
ease has progressed to mid- 
or late-stage.

National Institute on 
Aging research shows that 
Latinos tend to experience 
Alzheimer’s symptoms six 
years earlier than other 
ethnic groups — at age 67 as 
opposed to 73 — but are less 
likely to receive an early di-
agnosis.

“Our healthcare system 
needs to be structured to 
provide quality care for a 
growing number of ethnici-
ties,” said Dr. Ladson Hin-
ton, a geriatric psychiatrist 
at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, Alzheimer’s 
Disease Center. “Often, the 
symptoms of dementia get 
attached to other things.”

Delayed diagnosis often 
means that the best chance 
for families to educate 
themselves and make plans 
to care for their aging loved 
ones is delayed, as well.

With early diagnosis, 
medications can help fore-
stall decline in some pa-
tients, giving them time to 
understand their illness 
and have a say in planning 
their own future. — Anita 

Creamer / Sacramento Bee

Continued from Page 31

Alzheimer’s
ELDERCARE TODAY
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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ELDERCARE TODAY

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Today’s families are more 
geographically diverse than ever 
before. Whereas it was once com-
mon for families to remain in the 
same city or state for generations, 
nowadays families routinely 
spread out across the country, if 
not the world. Thanks to techno-
logical advancements that make 
it easier than ever before to stay 
in touch, families today can still 
thrive and stay close even if they 
live hundreds, if not thousands, of 
miles away from one another.

One issue facing many fami-
lies that have chosen to spread 
out is how to help Mom and Dad 
when they reach the age where 
they need their adult children’s 
help. While this wasn’t a problem 
for the families of yesteryear, it is 
a genuine concern for adults who 
live far away from their parents. 
Fortunately, there are ways to 
be there for your elderly parents 
even when you can’t physically be 
there for them.

• Speak to your parents 

about what they need. While 
some parents might not be able to 
realistically assess their needs, 
children should speak to their 
parents when making decisions 
about their care. Adults who live 
far away from their parents might 
not know exactly what their par-
ents need, so discuss the problems 
they might be having on a day-to-
day basis to determine the level of 
care or assistance they will need.

• Examine fi nances. Manag-
ing money is often diffi cult for se-
niors who have had an accident or 
are dealing with a serious medical 
condition. Seniors might forget to 
pay bills or be struggling to man-
age money with the escalating 
costs of prescription medications 
and health care in general.

To help avoid missed bills, 
adult children can utilize on-
line bill paying offered by many 
banks, wherein bills are automat-
ically paid each month on their 
due date by simply being deducted 
from a given account. Adult chil-

dren can also consult a 
fi nancial adviser to de-
velop a plan that allows 
seniors access to their 
money while ensuring it 
will still be there when 
they need it.

• Research commu-

nity resources. Many 
communities provide 
adequate resources for 
the elderly who might 
be incapacitated or 
otherwise need assis-
tance. Programs such 
as Meals on Wheels can 
be a great assistance to 
long-distance caregivers 
concerned about their 
elderly parents. People 
can consult with the Department 
of Health and Human Services or 
visit www.Eldercare.gov and use 
their eldercare locator to fi nd lo-
cal agencies designed to help older 
persons and their families access 
community-based services includ-
ing transportation, meal delivery 

and homecare.
• Stay in touch with seniors’ 

physicians. One way to monitor 
elderly parents from far away is to 
keep in frequent contact with their 
physicians. Discuss the situation 
with your parents’ physicians in 
person, and ask to be kept abreast 

of any changes in their health that 
might require altering their daily 
routines or homecare schedules.

For additional tips or infor-
mation on helping elderly par-
ents from afar, visit the U.S. Ad-
ministration on Aging website at 
www.aoa.gov.

Helping elderly parents or relatives from afar
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BTBorough gears up for Year of the Snake celebrations
Elmhurst and Flushing prepare to celebrate Lunar New Year with parades, cultural performances

BY JOE ANUTA

The Year of the Snake 
is nearly upon us, and 
Queens is crawling with 
Lunar New Year cultural 
shows, performances, pa-
rades and food.

The Lunar New Year 
is the biggest holiday in 
many East Asian countries 
like China and Korea. Mil-
lions board packed trains 
in China to travel home 
for the holidays and spend 
time with family and loved 
ones. Each year is associat-
ed with a different animal 
— one of the 12 creatures 
in the Chinese zodiac cal-
endar. Last year marked 
the ultra-auspicious Year 
of the Dragon, which is con-
sidered the luckiest of the 
bunch.

The Year of the Snake, 
however, is not nearly as 
popular. 

In fact, according to 

Peter Tu, chairman of the 
Lunar New Year Festival 
Committee, some people 
instead refer to it as the 
Year of the Small Dragon, 
since associations with the 
slithering animal are not 
always positive.

The snake celebrations 
will kick off Feb. 9 this year, 
and the borough has plenty 
to offer.

Saturday, the eve of the 
15-day holiday’s start, a Lu-
nar New Year parade will 
march though Elmhurst. 
The event is organized 
by City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights).

The festivities will be-
gin at 11 a.m. at Clement 
Clarke Moore Homestead 
Park, at Broadway and 45th 
Avenue, the same location 
where the march will kick 
off at 11:30 a.m. The proces-
sion, led by newly elected 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) will then con-
tinue west along Broadway 
to St. James’s Episcopal 
Church, at 84-07 Broadway, 
where there will be a fair 
showcasing services of-
fered to the community.

Then on Sunday, the 
first day of the holiday, the 
Lunar New Year commit-
tee will host performances 
and a cultural bazaar on 
the second floor of Queens 
Crossing in Flushing. Ex-

pect dancers in colorful 
dragon costumes and tra-
ditional drums. Nearby, 
Flushing Town Hall will 
host traditional dancers 
from China, Korea and Tai-
wan, but also India, Colom-
bia and America. Later in 
the afternoon, the hall will 
open its exhibit of Chinese 
folk art on loan from the 
Taipei Cultural Center in 
Taiwan.
     The New York Hua 
Lian Tsu Hui Temple, at 
22-06 121st St. in College 
Point, will be hosting lion 
dancers and a ceremony 
called the three-prince 
salute from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Sunday.

The new year means 
new beginnings, and ac-
cording to Tu, many will 
ring in the Year of the 
Snake by getting haircuts, 
purchasing a new outfit 
and eating with friends and 
family.

To chase out any re-
sidual bad spirits from the 
previous year, the Flush-
ing Development Corp. will 
hold its annual fireworks 
display Monday at 8:30 
a.m. in front of the Flush-
ing branch of the Queens 
Public Library. Lion danc-
ers and traditional folk 
music will then take over, 
followed by a screening of 
two movies by Ang Lee, the 
fabled Taiwanese director. 
More dancing and music 
will take over from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

Stay tuned for infor-
mation about more upcom-
ing events, including the 
Lunar New Year Parade in 
downtown Flushing set for 
Feb. 16.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Victor Tan, 7, pets a lion during a Lunar New Year procession in 
Elmhurst last year.
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LATE PAGE
THE SWEET SIXTEEN, PROM & BAR/BAT MITZVAH

Extravaganza

For more information call 631-667-EXPO (3976) or go to www.tradeshowproductionsusa.com

Party Planning Expo Presented By 
Tradeshow Productions USA

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 10TH

12–4PM
HOLIDAY INN
PLAINVIEW

215 Sunnyside Blvd
Plainview NY 11803

Runway Fashion show by
OUTRAGEOUS BOUTIQUE

Plainview, NY 11803
a lucky contestant will win a

Morilee gown for their 
Sweet 16, Bat Mitzvah 

or Prom

Over 50
Exhibitors

Featuring Favors,
Invitations,

Party Buses Decorators,
DJ Performances
and Much More!

GRAND PRIZE
7 night

vacation giveaway
for one lucky

parent

O’Shea-Hoey 
Funeral Home, Inc

www.oshea-hoeyfuneralhome.com

Let us help you pass the troubled times 
- Serving Astoria & Greater New York

Private Car Service

  No Time To Lose....Call 
Four Two’s!

718-746-2222

24-HourService
Happy

Valentines 
Day

$1.00 OFF*
*any ride over $10.00

(not to be combined
with any other offer)

exp. 3/31/13

$2.00 OFF*
*any ride over $20.00

(not to be combined
with any other offer)

exp. 3/31/13

$3.00 OFF*
*any ride over $30.00

(not to be combined
with any other offer)

exp. 3/31/13

Keeping Our Clients Satisfi ed Is Our #1 Priority

#B00445
Accepting All
Major Credit Cards

www.fourtwos.com

BY KAREN FRANTZ

St. John’s University students and fac-
ulty are engaging in a project to digitally 
map the location and characteristics of all 
trees on the campus, a program that helped 
the school earn recognition as a 2012 Tree 
Campus USA institution of higher learn-
ing.

Thomas Goldsmith, the university’s 
director of energy and environmental con-
servation, said the mapping project helps 
the school, at 80-00 Utopia Pkwy., keep 
track of the health and upkeep of all its 
campus trees.

It also teaches students about envi-
ronmental conservation, an issue the uni-
versity has been committed to through its 
support of a city plan to reduce its carbon 
footprint 30 percent by the year 2017 and 
its participation in the city’s Million Trees 
NYC initiative, which brought 700 addi-
tional trees to the campus.

“You’re able to connect the dots as a 
student between the campus mission and 
vision and greening the campus,” Gold-
smith said.

The tree-mapping plan was developed 
by a school faculty member, Paula Lazrus, 

who is an archeologist and uses Geographic 
Information Systems for mapping data dur-
ing excavations she participates in across 
the world. As part of a freshman class she 
taught in 2012, Discover New York, she 
built off of her experience with GIS to pro-
pose that students map campus trees and 
she helped create the database.

Goldsmith said the map now includes 
information such as what types of trees ex-
ist where, how quickly trees are growing, 
when they flower, when they need to be 
pruned and other data.

“It brings awareness of all the vital 
signs of keeping a tree,” he said.

The tree-mapping project helped the 
university fulfill one of five different cri-
teria for recognition as a Tree Campus 
USA institution of higher learning, which 
is conferred by the Arbor Day Foundation. 
Other criteria included establishing a tree 
advisory committee, allocating dedicated 
funds to a tree care plan and developing 
Arbor Day events.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz by e-mail 
at kfrantz@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4538.

Tree-mapping project helps 
St. John’s win recognition
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If you heart someone, ex-
press your love on Valentine’s 
Day.

As Feb. 14 draws near 
chubby Cupid and his fellow 
cherubim seem to be popping up 
everywhere.  All thanks to King 
Henry VIII of England, who 
nominated Saint Valentine so he 
would spread the love.

Many Queens shop owners 
have been heralding Cupid’s ar-
rival by stocking store shelves 
with decorative chocolate heart 
boxes, plush teddy bears and 
cutesy gifts and cards.  Here 
and there local restaurants are 
prepping to offer special menus, 
while florists are busy arrang-
ing gorgeous (spelled “pricey”) 
bouquets of roses. 

 Did you know? 
 Feb. 14 is the most im-

portant holiday for florists, ac-
counting for about 32 percent 
of annual sales.  Approximately 
one billion Valentine cards are 
exchanged each year — the larg-
est seasonal card-selling occa-
sion after Christmas.

Most Valentine’s Day cards 
(83 percent) are purchased by 
women; the rest by men. Half of 
all consumers prefer to receive 
a humorous Valentine, followed 
by a romantic greeting (31per-
cent) and then a more risque 
card (8.2 percent). 

In the United States, Miss 
Esther Howland is given credit 
for sending the first valentine 

cards. (Commercial valen-
tines were introduced in the 
1800s).

Pink is said to be connected 
with Saint Valentine, whose 
burial may have caused the 
pink almond tree to blossom. 
The color of the heart, red, is a 
symbol of warmth and feeling, 
while white symbolizes purity 
and faith.

But red also symbolizes the 
color of blood.

CHICAGO - Feb. 14, 1929 
-- The St. Valentine’s Day Mas-
sacre

Popular mobster and for-
mer New Yorker Al Capone cel-
ebrated V-Day by allegedly or-

dering hits on seven members of 
the George “Bugs” Moran North 
Siders gang. 

A media frenzy ensued, fo-
cusing on the organized-crime 
boss and his illegal Prohibition-
era activities. The feds redou-
bled their efforts and eventually 
found enough incriminating ev-
idence (like tax evasion) to take 
Capone off the streets. Eventu-
ally, he wound up in the slam-
mer at Alcatraz but was released 
after only 6 1/2 years.

Traditional or not?
Since Saint Valentine is no 

longer considered just the pa-
tron saint of martyred and pas-

sionate lovers, friends, 
parents, kids and everyone 
in between can equally enjoy 
hearting each other. Even pets. 
(Approximately 3 percent of pet 
owners will give a Valentine’s 
Day gift to their pet).

Gifts!
Life may be like a box of 

chocolates, but enlightened Val-
entine’s Day progressives have 
come to realize that just a pretty, 
red heart-shaped box of assorted 
chocolates won’t cut it in 2013.

So heed this warning:  if 
you haven’t already, you should 
check out jewelry and depart-

Valeria Morales, 4, 
of Richmond HIll shows 
off her Valentine’s Day 

card during an event at Jamaica
Center for Arts & Learning.

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40
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BY JACOB DILSON

Hell Gate Social in Long 
Island City has an unassuming 
exterior: The metal front has no 
windows, and even event coordi-
nator April Rose Lucas likens it 
to a “closed garage door.” A step 
inside, however, reveals a can-
dlelit bar with surreal wall por-
traits and a front-room screen for 
films or music videos. The bar 
maintains this low-key image to 
make people seek them out. 

One such person is singer 
and songwriter LiLi Roquelin, 
who premiered the music video 
for her song “Thank You” on Jan. 
31.  

Those who stopped by the 
barroom located at 12-21 Astoria 
Blvd., after 9:30 p.m. were treated 
to live selections from her album 
“Beautiful Sun” before the video. 
Her skill range was on full dis-
play as she both sang and played 
the piano – “Thank You” was the 
night’s grand finale.    

“I try not to take anything 
for granted,” said the slender, 
dark-haired artist. “When you’re 

grateful, you are truly happy 
because you consider your glass 
full. I want this song to reflect 
that.”  

Her latest creation is a 
5-minute declaration of freedom 
and gratitude, notably stress-
ing everybody’s right “to what 
the heart wants.” The Thursday 
night bar crowd grew silent as 
Roquelin filled the room with 
her message. Whenever the art-
ist is asked what she is thankful 
for, she thinks back on her life’s 
journey.

Roquelin was born in Tou-
lon, France, to a musical family: 
When she and her sister were 
growing up, her father played 
guitar in a cover band for wed-
dings and summer festivals. She 
did not play any instruments as 
a child, but singing always came 
naturally. At the age of 4, her 
father recorded her singing a 
French children’s song. To this 
day, she is impressed when she 
listens to it and is convinced she 
was born with her father’s ears. 

“I never had to teach myself 
to sing in tune or have a musical 

ear,” said Roquelin. “It was just 
there.”

Despite Roquelin’s talent, 
moving forward in her home 
country was difficult. She found 
French musical education there 
to be very limited and biased to-
ward record-spinning DJs. As 
a result, she gravitated towards 
English music in middle school, 
specifically The Beatles and 
Abba. 

Despite this love of “Brit-
pop,” Roquelin always leaned 
toward American music and cul-
ture. A childhood love of Mari-
lyn Monroe became a fascination 
with Western artistic culture, 
and she decided it was the best 
place to launch her musical ca-
reer.  

Roquelin first moved to 
Cleveland. There, she further 
developed her singing and song-
writing skills with two Ameri-
can bands, Phizzy Lager and 
Hate Dies Hard.  With them, she 
released her first two albums, 
“A Taste of Departure” and 

Answers in Sports

Continued on Page 42

Astoria musician treats fans to new material at club gig

LiLi Roquelin graces the stage at Hell Gate Social to debut new tunes and a video. 
Photo by Jeanette
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Happy Valentine’s Day
From Austin’s Steak and Ale!

Prix Fixe Menu 4 Courses $49.00 per person
Includes a Complimentary Glass of Champagne

First Course
 Lobster Mac & Cheese
 Buffalo Shrimp Wontons
  Stuffed Mushrooms with 
Spinach Bacon and Feta Cheese

Second Course
  Baby Spinach, Pomegranate, 
Feta Cheese & Pecans

Third Course
 Filet Mignon Wellington
 Skirt Steak with Avocado Salsa
 Pan Seared Red Snapper with Tahini Sauce
  Porcini Crusted Lamb Chops with Rosemary Garlic Emulsion
 Grilled Salmon with Tomato Basil Buerre Blanc
  Seafood Stuffed Flounder & Roasted Red Pepper Cream Sauce
  Crispy Pan Seared Duck Breast with Balsamic Onion Marmalade

Austin’s Steak and Ale
82-70 Austin St.  Kew Gardens  NY 11415

718.849.3939   

Fourth Course
 Red Velvet Cake
 Chocolate Covered Strawberries
 Heart Shaped Chocolate Mousse Cake

She Crab Soup ..................................................................$5.95/$7.95

Corn & Crab Beignets ................................................................. $9.95
Coconut Fried Shrimp .............................................................. $12.95 
Fried Green Tomatoes in a Shrimp, Caper, Dill Remoulade Sauce .... $12.95 
Baked Brie in Puff  Pastry$10.95 
Roasted Pear & Pecan Blue Cheese Salad ..................................... $12.95
Caramelized Apples, Blue Cheese & Walnuts Salad 
w/ Spicy Orange Vinaigrette ...................................................... $10.95 

Almond Coconut Catfi sh ..................................................... $23.95
Braised Short Ribs ............................................................. $25.95
Jack Daniels Sirloin Steak ................................................... $28.95
Filet Mignon in a Dijon Port Wine Sauce .............................. $32.95
Pan Seared Snapper w/ Gnocchi in a 
Parmesam Tarrgaon Cream Sauce ......................................... $25.95
Crabmeat Stuffed Shrimp .................................................... $26.95 
Eggplant Canoe w/ Seafood Achafalia ................................... $26.95
Chicken Pontalba w/ Artichokes & Ham in a Bernaise Sauce ..... $24.95
Steak & Lobster for 2  ......................................................... $59.95

Featuring Pianist
William 

Wisnewski
Playing Your 

Favorite 
Love Songs
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P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

 

DELIVERY ONLY DINE IN ONLY

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat

ment stores for sales on heart pendants 
and charms or friendship rings; anything 
sparkly, for that special lady or gent in 
your life or for mom.

 Males tend to spend more money on 
Valentine’s Day gifts than do females, and 
are more likely to buy big-ticket items with 
the average amount spent being $95.

For something handmade but fab, vis-
it: www.etsy.com.

And, if you heart queens, check out:  
http://www.cafepress.com/+i-love-queens-
new-york+gifts 

Long Island City-based artisan, Liza 
Fiorentinos creates lovely, unique gift 
items and home accessories (luludi.net).

Celebrating with Queens style
Cabana Nuevo Latino will offer its 

usual delicious, authentic Cuban cuisine, 
but will decorate to honor Cupid 

107-10 70th Rd., Forest Hills
718-263-3600 (no reservations; always 

crowded, but worth the wait)

A romantic, elegant restaurant:  
The Astor Room 
34-12 36th St., Astoria  
718-255-1947 
info@astorroom.com   
Featuring a harpist as live music en-

tertainment.  $55 Per Person

Celebrate a retro family Valentine’s 
Day with yummy handmade ice cream, 
and more treats.

Eddie’s Sweet Shop 

105-29 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills 
718-520-8514

Bring your BF’s to: 
Laughing Devil Comedy Club

47-38 Vernon Blvd.,  Long Island City
347-913-3845 
Valentine’s Weekend Spectacular 
Thursday, 2/14/13 - 8 PM 
The ultimate date night, it offers a fan-

tastic lineup of headliners debating the he-
said/she-said hilarities of life for $30. Each 
ticket comes with two soft drinks, glasses 
of wine, or two of their 14 draft beers. 
laughingdevil.com/tickets

Girls night out?
At Bayside’s New Orleans-themed 

sports bar Bourbon Street

40-12 Bell Blvd., Bayside 
718-224-2200 (reservations needed)
(see a la carte menu at): www.bour-

bonstreetny.com/Valentines

Valentine’s Day tea party:
Raising Astoria

26-11 23rd Ave., Astoria
718-440-9444
Email: info@raisingastoria.com
Feb 13, 2013 
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a fancy 
tea party! Come dressed in your finest at-
tire and enjoy snacks, drinks, and lovely 
violin music. We’ll finish up with some Tea 
Time stories and make Valentine’s Cards!  

$12 dollars, $6 dollars for add’l child 
(sibling)

Portofino’s is already decorated and 
will be offering a prix fix menu

109-32 Ascan Ave.,  Forest Hills
718-261-1239

Your choice of Il Toscano will im-
press your date. 

42-05 235th St., Douglaston 
718-631-0300
(Similar to last year’s menu; flowers 

for the ladies)
A la carte menu at: iltoscanony.com

It will be hard to keep your dancing 
feet in your seat while you watch profes-
sional tango dancers pick up the tempo at 
the Thalia Theatre. 

41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
 718-729-3880

Seva (Indian fare)
30-07 34th St.
Astoria
718-626-4440
(Valentine Day prix fix menu)

Or, how about a romantic candlelit 
dinner at home? Champagne, dark choco-
late and strawberries make elegant treats.

Valentine’s Day is also about celebrat-
ing friendship:

A time to show appreciation to those 
you care about -- this way, there’s no reason 
to feel left out if you don’t have a significant 
other. Buy flowers, craft a gift, write a poem, 
share quality time together.  It’s not always 
what you do but who you’re with that really 
matters.

Continued from Page 37

Give you love something delicious like six varia-
tions of Valentine’s Day chocolate bark. 

AP Photo/Matthew Mead
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KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through Thurs-
days, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353; www.nyscience.org

Wii Fridays — Teens meets with 
friends and play electronic games.
When: Fridays, 3:30 pm, from 
Friday, Feb. 1 to Friday, Feb. 22
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave., Hollis
Contact: (718) 465–7355 www.
quenslibrary.org

Interactive Arts Workshop 
– Classical Smackdown! - What 
would happen if the classi-

cal composers, Prokofi ev and 
Debussy, went head-to-head in 
X-Factor, who would you vote 
for? Here is a chance to see 
which great composer speaks 
your musical language as master 
pianist Frederic Chiu performs 
their works. You’ll get a chance to 
vote by ballot and see what your 
fellow audience-members think!
When: Saturday, Feb. 16, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $6, $4 children, free for 
members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Taam Shabbat – Mommy & 
Me – Meet other moms and help 
your little ones socialize and 
play with other children. Chabad 
of Long Island City provides 
mommies and their babies, ages 
newborn to 4, with weekly ac-
tivities meant to bring families 
closer to their community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com 

Saturday Night Kids – Wood-

work Session – What better way 
for children to spend Saturday 
nights than with hot cocoa and 
woodworking with friends? 
Bring out their creative side 
and have a great time. Build a 
gragger for Purim, a matzah 
box for Pesach or a challah 
board for Shabbat. Ages 5-13.
When: Saturdays through 
February 16, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $80 for entire session 
or $15 per week. Includes all 
materials, supplies, etc.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Hearts and crafts — Teens 
and tweens make 3-D Valentine 
cards, fi nger puppet hearts and 
more.
When: February 8, 4 pm
Where: Whitestone Public 
Library, 151-10 14th Road, 
Whitestone
Contact: (718) 767-8010; www.
queenslibrary.org

Interactive Arts Workshop: 
Lunar New Year Print Making 
– A venerable form of Chinese 
folk art, Lunar New Year Prints 
are closely connected with the 
thoughts, emotions and lives of 
ordinary people. This printmak-
ing workshop allows hands-on 
experience, and to learn to 
appreciate the beauty of prints 
and to understand the culture 
of Chinese New Year Prints. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 43

RESTAURANT

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Private Facilities
for Business Meetings
and Personal Functions
to 250 Persons

220-33 Northern Blvd. Bayside
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FREE Parking
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

Valentine’s Day
In Our Dining Room With Our Valentine’s Menu

Enjoy Dinner and Dancing In Our “Costa Del Sol” Ballroom

$6000
per person
+tax and tip

•    Continuous Buffet with the Best Dishes 
From Our Well-Known Restaurant

•   Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering Desserts
•   Continuous Open Bar
•    Continuous Dancing to the Music of the 

Unique & Well-Known “D.J. Los”
Please specify Regular Dining Room or  

Dining and Dancing in the Ballroom 
When Making Reservations

February 14th 
7pm to 12am

marbella-restaurant.com

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 3.8.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 3.8.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 3.8.13

2/
8/

13
2/

8/
13

2/
8/

13
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Much Ado About Nothing — 
The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard 
Mazda whose Gangland 
Shakespeare trio of MacBeth, 
Othello and Julius Caesar 
thrilled with a fresh cohesive 
approach once again brings 
a unique style and concept 
to a beloved Shakespeare 
piece. Following the visceral 
approach to his Gangland 
series he keeps it down 
and dirty with a style we 
are calling Trash Period. 
Infl uenced by the hierarchies 
that one fi nds among the 
dispossessed, homeless 
and street dwellers, Mazda’s 
Much Ado takes us to a street 
strewn with trash where the 
gentle Leonato’s cardboard 
dwelling is the best on the 
street, where everyday 
objects casually thrown 
away. Echoes of the absurdist 
“Waiting for Godot” lead the 
audience to a pinpoint sharp 
and reverent language; the 
comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted 
by ‘clown techniques’ which 

draw out Shakespeare’s merry 
war between Benedick and 
Beatrice
When: Feb 14 – 17, Feb. 20 – 23 
& Feb. 27 – March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Fiddler on the Roof” 
Auditions — Maggie’s Little 
Theater is holding open 
auditions for adults, teens and 
children for their July 2013 
production of Fiddler On The 
Roof. An accompanist will be 
provided. Please bring sheet 
music in your key. Songs from 
Broadway shows preferred. 
You may use a song from the 
show to audition. You will also 
be asked to read and learn a 
short dance routine.
When: Fridays and Saturdays, 
7:30 pm, Sundays, 2 pm, from 

Friday, Feb. 8 to Sunday, Feb. 
10
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between 
Juniper Valley Road and 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.stmarga-
retschoolmv.org

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles Auditions — By 
Tim Kelly (based on the story 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle).
When: 7:30 pm, Feb. 11 and 
Feb. 12
Where: Zion Church Parish 
Hall, Church Street two blocks 
east of Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Code: TL12Code: TL12
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“Neverending Sundown.”  
Through this work, she 
came into contact with 
producer Sean Bilovecky, 
who was impressed by her 
voice and worked with her 
to create the independent, 
awarding-winning song “I 
Saw You.”  

“The band was in a 
transition,” she recalled, 
“and at that point I was 
ready to do solo stuff.”   

Independent work has 
always been a priority for 
the artist. In 2007, her love 
of piano music brought her 
to New York, at first for 
private jazz-style lessons. 
She looks back on this as 
“nuts,” since she “had not 
touched a keyboard in eight 
years.” 

This independence 
extends to her marketing. 
Roquelin has never had a 
PR manager, and promotes 
her own material through 
new media. The recent 
Thursday premiere was, in 
fact, a test run.  The video 

appeared on her YouTube 
page the next day. There is 
also a mini-documentary 
on the making of “Beauti-
ful Sun.”   

Roquelin currently 
lives in Astoria and com-
poses in her home studio. 
“Thank You” began as a 
poem in Astoria Park in 
2011. The final product re-
flects a spiritual awaken-
ing that meant enough for 
her to make into a music 
video with film director 
Arnaud Muller’s help.  

“I suddenly real-
ized everything I’ve been 
through,” she said. “I came 
to the States and made it all 
the way to this point. My 
music was just starting to 
be featured on television.  
Since then, I’ve tried to be 
grateful every day.”  

Her music has drawn 
fans of all ages, the oldest of 
whom consider her “an old 
soul.” Her current aim to 
“make people think” will 
carry on to future projects, 
which will integrate new 
instruments and sounds. 

Roquelin was fasci-
nated by Hell Gate Social’s 
because it is often the beat-
en path and decided it was 
perfect for her third music 
video’s unveiling. Despite 
that secrecy, Hell Gate is 
unique in trying to bring 
local talent into the light, 
and Roquelin is very seri-
ous about getting there. 

She is equally serious 
about her spiritual outlook. 
Before every show, Roque-
lin steps into the bathroom 
to meditate for five min-
utes. 

“Zen practice can total-
ly flip the way you think,” 
she said. “It’s incredible.”  

Visit LiLiRoquelin.
com for current news, tour 
dates, list of awards and TV 
features. Roquelin’s new 
record “Beautiful Sun” is 
available now on iTunes 
and Amazon. Her next show 
is in Brooklyn, Feb. 21 at 7 
pm at Two Moon Art House 
and Café, at 315 4th Ave.

Continued from Page 38

Roquelin

Call the 
newsroom: 
718-260-4545

Join us for

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, 

Stuffed Shells, Manicotti - $11.95 
Penne Vodka - $11.95 

Linguini Clam Sauce - $11.25 
Spaghetti and Meatballs - $11.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good on Valentine’s Day or Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque - $5.95 
Garden Salad - $5.95 

Fresh Mozzarella 
and Tomato - $8.95 

Baked Clams - $12.50 
Mussels White or Red - $10.95 

Shrimp Cocktail - $8.95 
Assorted Antipasto - $9.75

Entrees
Chicken- Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, 

Marsala, Francese - $15.95 
Veal –Parmigiana, 

Marsala, Picatta - $16.95 
Eggplant Parmigiana 
and Rollatini - $13.95 

Shrimp-Scampi, Parmigiana, 
Bella, Marinara, Fra Diavolo - $16.95 

Tilapia - $15.95 
Calamari Marinara - $14.95 

Seafood Pasta - $18.95 
Chilean Sea Bass - $18.95

Surf and Turf - $26.95

HHHHHappppyy VVVaaaaalleenntiinneess DDDDayyy!
Dessert

Cheese Cake - $5.95 
Tartufo - $5.95 
Truffles - $5.95
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Maximum 20 participants.
When: Sunday, Feb. 24, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, $8 for members and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

CONCERTS
Emillio Solla, Bien Sur - Re-
nowned Argentine pianist/com-
poser, Emilio Solla presents tunes 
from his celebrated album, Bien 
Sur! along with new compositions. 
He will be joined by his quintet, 
featuring some of the best musi-
cians in the city, with Chris Cheek 
(soprano/tenor), Victor Prieto 
(accordion), Jorge Roeder (bass), 

and Ziv Ravitz, (drums and cajon). 
Unique music that combines 
the passion of Argentine Tango, 
the beat of South American folk 
rhythms and the spontaneous 
creativity of jazz!
When: Friday, Feb. 18, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: $15, $10 for members and 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

27.  Peak in Greek myth
28.  Takes advantage of
29.  Painter's equipment
30.  Basic belief
34.  Like many soccer draws
36.  BMW rival
37.  Fr. holy women
38.  To be, to Brutus
41.  Each partner
44.  Chatter
48.  Lower in rank
50.  Saudi ___
51.  Light lunch
52.  Brunch serving
53.  Wash cycle
54.  Hold up
58.  Misplace
59.  Dolt
60.  Poker unit
61.  Let out
62.  Art ___

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Feb. 8-14, 2013

By Pete Canty 

Let's Boogie

Across
1.  Goes with
6.  Coffee holders
10.  Pet lovers' org.
14.  Unmoving
15.  Precedes police or act
16.  Campus hangout
17.  Skylit lobbies
18.  Elizabeth's daughter
19.  "Major" animal
20.  Ray Lewis, e.g.
22.  "Pronto!"
23.  W.W. II vessel
24.  Sweetie pie
26.  Water a neighbor's 
 plants, perhps
31.  Mine find
32.  Mgr.'s aide
33.  Kings' toppers
35.  Remove
39.  "Aha!"
40.  Follower of  the 
 beginning of  20A, 
 57A, 10D, and 29D
42.  Exposes
43.  Hoarse
45.  10th-century pope
46.  Poems of  praise
47.  Young fellow
49.  Academic work
51.  Just got (by)
55.  Slip up
56.  Desertlike
57.  Complained
63.  Extend credit
64.  Burn balm
65.  Point the finger at
66.  Basilica area

67.  Lip
68.  Kind of  column
69.  Does and bucks
70.  Ogles
71.  Increase
Down
1.  Type of  tone
2.  Not pro
3.  Beach bird
4.  Buffalo's county
5.  Horse house
6.  Of  use
7.  Pen call
8.  In shape
9.  Sound system
10.  8 to 64, e.g.
11.  Handbag
12.  Jose's houses
13.  Go with the flow
21.  Syrian leader
25.  "You ___ here"
26.  Head cover

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S

*No coupons accepted

Piatto Misto Di Amo
Combination Platter 

of Cheese, Prosciutto, & Mixed Olives

Insalata Per Il Cuore
Arugula & Endive Tossed with Pistachios 

& Goat Cheese In a Cranberry Vinaigrette

Piatto Di San Valentino (choice of one)

Lamb Chop with Porcini and Risotto

Branzino Almondina

Salmon Alla Marco Pollo

Surf & Turf

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.

Whitestone, NY 11357

tto M

ove
e, NY 113

Call Now For

  
Reservations

$50.00* Per Person

Pasta Fatta in Casa (choice of one)

Ravioli Tartufo

Pappardelle Con Aragosta

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 41
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place filled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place to see a movie with the 

family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or that special something for yourself. Even mail a 

package and handle your banking. A place that’s right in the neighborhood, filled with merchants who still understand that 

service is more than just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some fun, share 

a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

A committee formed 
to preserve Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery, a colonial ceme-
tery in Fresh Meadows that 
was recently named a land-
mark by the city, is hoping 
the City Council will buy 
the burial ground from its 
private owner.

“The city made an er-
ror when it sold the land 
several decades ago,” said 
James Trent, member of 
the Brinckerhoff Memorial 
Committee, referring to 
when  the city sold Brinck-
erhoff in a series of moves 
starting with a public auc-
tion in the 1950s to pay off 
tax debts. “The city should 
reverse the wrong decision 
it made.”

Trent is also the presi-
dent of the Queens County 
Farm Museum, an organi-
zation that has been on the 
forefront of advocating for 
Brinckerhoff’s designation 
as a landmark.

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said he would be 
willing to use his discre-
tionary funds in order to 
buy the cemetery.

“My role is to put up 
the money and hope that 
City Hall can talk to vari-

ous parties and make this 
happen,” he said.

But he said there are 
potentially many road-
blocks to making the plan 
a reality. The city Office of 
Management and Budget 
would have to approve us-
ing Gennero’s descretion-
ary funds to buy the cem-
etery, and even if approval 

is granted, it is not clear 
whether the cemetery’s 
owner, Linda’s Cai Trading, 
will want to part with it.

“There is the overarch-
ing reality that the city can-
not force the property own-
er to sell,” Gennaro said.

Linda’s Cai Trading 
could not be reached for 
comment.

Moreover, Gennaro 
said that although the city 
has an interest in buying 
Brinckerhoff, it does not 
want to be responsible for 
maintaining it. Thus, any 
deal would rest on finding 
a preservationist non-prof-
it group to take on those 
costs.

“I think that’s going 

to be a sticky subject,” he 
said, saying any group that 
would take on maintaining 
Brinckerhoff would need to 
consider things like having 
yearly funds allocated to 
the cemetery and purchas-
ing insurance for the prop-
erty.

But Trent said the 
Brinckerhoff Memorial 

Committee may agree to do 
just that.

The committee was 
formed last year as the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and the Coun-
cil moved to make Brinck-
erhoff a landmark. It is 
made up of members from 
the Queens County Farm 
Museum, the Fresh Mead-
ows Homeowners Civic As-
sociation, the Saint Nicho-
las Society and Historic 
Districts Council, all or-
ganizations that fought for 
landmarking the cemetery, 
according to Ashook Ram-
saran, a board member of 
the Fresh Meadows Hom-
eowners Civic Association.

Trent said if the city 
does acquire Brinckerhoff, 
the committee would raise 
funds for its maintenance, 
which would include put-
ting in a new curb and side-
walk, removing debris and 
putting up a plaque with 
information about the cem-
etery.

“Very, very minimal 
intervention,” Trent said 
of the types of maintenance 
proposed.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Brinckerhoff Cemetery may be bought by the city from its current owner, City Councilman Jim Gennaro said, but it is unclear whether 
the owner will sell.

City councilman weighs buying Brinckerhoff 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The shoulder-to-shoul-
der crowds who competed 
with commuters for space 
at Grand Central Termi-
nal last Friday came for a 
birthday party — the 100th 
for the venerated transit 
hub on a day of speeches, 
celebrities, brass bands 
and prices more appropri-
ate to a century ago.

It was Feb. 2, 1913, 
when Grand Central Ter-
minal first opened its doors 
after a decade of construc-
tion to replace Grand Cen-
tral Depot, where electric-
ity had replaced steam in 
locomotives following a 
public outcry over a colli-
sion of two steam-powered 
trains killing 15 people and 

injuring dozens.
Now 100 years later, the 

terminal is used by 700,000 
travelers a day who ride 
the No. 7 trains to Queens, 
the Long Island Rail Road 
and Metro-North trains to 
points in New York state 
and Connecticut.

The West Point Brass 
and Percussion Band 
started the program with 
a concert that included the 
premier of “Grand Central 
Centennial Fanfare,” but 
it was John Philip Sousa’s 
“Stars and Stripes Forev-
er” that brought waves of 
applause.

Caroline Kennedy, 
whose mother, Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, played 
a leading role in the cam-
paign to preserve Grand 

Central from destruction in 
the 1960s, said her mother 
had been distressed when 
the beautiful Pennsylva-
nia Station on Manhattan’s 
West Side was leveled in 
1966.

“When it came to 
Grand Central Terminal, 
it was too much,” Kennedy 

told the celebrants. “She 
understood how great pub-
lic spaces create commu-
nity.”

Among others who 
appeared were Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg; Cynthia 
Nixon, of TV’s “Sex and 
the City”; singer Melissa 
Manchester; baseball great 

Keith Hernandez; U.S. Poet 
Laureate Billie Collins; the 
Bronx High School Choir; 
and officials of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which operates 
Grand Central.

“As a native New York-
er, I lived through the dark 
and dingy days of Grand 
Central Terminal, when 
people dared not linger,” 
said Acting MTA Chair-
man Fernando Ferrer. “I 
lived through the scourge 
of subway graffiti and a 
broken transportation 
network. The restoration 
of this great public space 
is symbolic of the renais-
sance of New York City and 
its transportation system. 
Hats off to Grand Central 
Terminal and the visionar-

ies who made it possible.”
Businesses in Grand 

Central got into the spirit 
with 1913 prices and free-
bies.

The restaurant Pesca-
tore had shrimp at 19 cents, 
the Leather Spa offered 10-
cent shoeshines, the Oyster 
Bar charged 19 cents per 
slice for cheesecake, Zaro’s 
rye bread went for 6 cents a 
loaf and Swatch sold dime 
nylon watch straps. Among 
the freebies were coffee at 
Starbucks and cookies at 
Michael Jordan’s The Steak 
House N.Y.

The observance of 
Grand Central Terminal’s 
century mark will go on 
throughout the year with 
exhibitions and other ac-
tivities.

Grand Central birthday bash draws celebrities

Actress Cynthia Nixon speaks at Grand Central’s centennial cele-
bration. Photo by Philip Newman
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agree with me 12 out of 12 
times, see a psychiatrist.”  

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) served in a low-
level post in the Koch ad-
ministration, and more 
than a decade later ran for 
his current seat against a 
candidate endorsed by the 
Queens Democratic Party.

Nobody in the political 
establishment backed him 
except Koch, the council-
man said, pointing out that 
the late mayor “changed 
his life.”

Later in life, Koch 
was also an outspoken 
supporter of independent 
redistricting and gave out 
much-coveted political 

endorsements in Queens’ 
political races — some of 
them controversial.

In 2011, Koch endorsed 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village), which 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
disagreed with in an edito-
rial.

Koch, who always 
made himself available to 
the media and kept tabs on 
the local press, wrote a let-
ter to the editor accusing 
this newspaper of “ageism” 
with his trademark blunt 
speech.

“Am I suffering from 
dementia because I am sup-
porting a different candi-
date for Congress than you 
are?” he wrote.

In 2011, the Queens-
boro Bridge was renamed 
for Koch, a move that cre-
ated controversy at the 
time. Lawmakers and this 

newspaper opposed the re-
naming, but Koch himself 
reveled in it and was once 
filmed yelling to motorists: 
“Welcome to my bridge!”

Koch was born in 1924 
to a Bronx Jewish family 
and attended City College 
before earning a law degree 
from New York University. 
He served as a city council-
man and congressman be-
fore becoming mayor. After 
leaving office, Koch was a 
mainstay on political talk 
programs and prolific au-
thor and movie critic.

He was buried in Trin-
ity Church Cemetery in 
Manhattan.

Reach reported Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Continued from Page 15

Koch

The Free Synagogue of Flushing 
would like to invite the community to its 
store.

The shop is on the synagogue grounds 
at 41-60 Kissena Blvd. between Sanford 
Avenue and Main Street in Flushing. It is 
open every Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The shop carries household items, 
gently used clothing, accessories and other 
merchandise.

The synagogue also welcomes dona-
tions.

For more information, please call 718-
961-0030.

Synagogue Thrift Shop
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commercial strip near the 
entrance to the communi-
ty along Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard. And the first 
allocations of federal aid 
from the Sandy recovery 
bill passed by Congress last 
month will likely be made 

available to homeowners 
hard-hit by Sandy in the 
form of grants starting in 
April or May.

Deemer said he expect-
ed things would continue 
to get better, although he 
said it would take time and 
“there’s still going to be a 

lot of visible scars.”
But ultimately, he said, 

the community was still 
strong.

“That itself will get ev-
erybody back,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

handed out hot chocolate 
and cookies as spectators 
anxiously awaited the spec-
tacle that would come at 
2 p.m. when it was a mad 
rush for the chilly water. 

“You get in the water. 
Once your head is under, 
you have to get out because 
that’s when everything 
starts to go haywire,” said 
Rockville Centre resident 
James McGrath, who con-
vinced his 10-year-old old 

daughter Maggie to also 
take the plunge. McGrath 
sat on a wall bordering the 
bay as he put on his shoes 
and toweled off but most 
other participants had hur-
ried inside the Colony to 
change clothes and enjoy 
an afternoon of music and 
food.

“It’s a great cause. 
They’ve done a lot of good 
through the years,” he 
said.

With the disease, An-
nie’s body does not produce 
enough salt and every infec-
tion stays in her lungs. The 
past year has been tough 

on the teen, who has had 
six hospitalizations in six 
months each for two- and 
three-week periods, The-
resa McMahon said.

In addition, she was 
recently diagnosed with 
diabetes.

“It’s been a rough bat-
tle, but she is doing great 
today,” Theresa McMahon 
said. “Every day counts.”

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at csantucci@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4589.

The former Queens 
middle school teacher 
spoke at the February meet-
ing of Community Board 11 
Monday night to propose 
the renaming of the road 
where her family lived for 
more than 25 years at 204th 
Street off 35th Avenue.

“What I am fighting 
for is justice,” Talat Ham-
dani said. “That is why I 
started this campaign to 
get my son his due place in 
history.”

Growing up in Bayside, 
Mohammad Salman Ham-
dani was described by his 
mother as an all-American, 
New York City teenager. He 
played football for the Bay-
side High School team and 
was an avid “Star Wars” 
fan who drove a car decked 

out with its own young Jedi 
license plates.

The Hamdani fam-
ily, including Talat and her 
other two sons, moved out 
of Bayside in 2007 and have 
lived on Long Island ever 
since.

Talat Hamdani has 
spent the past several years 
in grief mourning both 
the loss of her son and her 
husband Saleem, who died 
of cancer in 2004. The city 
had given Talat Hamdani 
a hero’s burial after his 
remains were first mis-
identified, but his mother 
got right back to work to re-
store his honor after learn-
ing that her son’s name was 
not included at the 9/11 Me-
morial site in lower Man-
hattan.

“I’m not asking for 
something that he did not 
earn,” Talat Hamdani said. 
“My son was on the NYPD 
payroll when he died. Why 

doesn’t the NYPD stand by 
my son?”

The NYPD did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

Last year, Mohammad 
Salman Hamdani’s alma 
mater, Queens College, 
awarded a scholarship in 
his honor to pre-med stu-
dent Anam Ahmed. His 
mother said she would not 
give up her fight to bring 
honor to her son’s name as 
long as she is alive.

“He is not here to speak 
for himself anymore,” Ta-
lat Hamdani said. “I am his 
voice. And until I get jus-
tice, I will continue speak-
ing on his behalf.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

by the commission that put 
some high density co-ops 
into Halloran’s district and 
a section of single-family 
homes into Koo’s. The en-
suing outrage was so great 
that the executive director 
of the commission made a 
motion to correct what he 
called a mistake, and stuck 
the co-ops back in Koo’s dis-
trict.

But the final maps did 
not follow the coalition’s 
recommendations and 
drew a significant chunk 
of low-density blocks in 
north Flushing into Koo’s 
district, a move that had 
not been reflected in any of 
the commission’s previous 
drafts.

Halloran called the 
lines a compromise, not-
ing that Broadway, Flush-
ing and Auburndale were 
largely kept together in his 
district.

But Paul Graziano, an 
urban planner who lives in 
North Flushing, used soft-
ware on the commission’s 
website to show the lines 
could have easily followed 
the lawmakers’ suggestion 
while making sure the dis-
tricts had the correct popu-
lations.

Another hotspot in 
the districting debate was 
Bayside Hills and Oakland 
Gardens. Activist groups 
representing Asian Ameri-
cans in the city contended 
that the residents identified 
themselves as Baysiders 
and should be moved from 
the district of Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) to that of Hal-
loran, which the commis-
sion did not do.

“Bayside remains di-
vided despite overwhelm-
ing public testimony that 
Bayside should be united 
in [Halloran’s district],” 

said the Asian American 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund. “The portion of 
Bayside that was removed 
from [Halloran’s district] 
and added to [Weprin’s dis-
trict] contains a substantial 
number of Asian-American 
voters.”

The fund and other 
groups like the Asian 
American Community Co-
alition on Redistricting and 
Democracy contend that 
the increasing population 
of Asian Americans in Bay-
side and the two neighbor-
hoods in question meant 
that they should have been 
kept together as a commu-
nity of interest.

Former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan has argued 
at one hearing that the two 
neighborhoods should stay 
in Weprin’s district.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Indian Nation and casino 
developer Triple M Devel-
opment to run the betting 
depot.

But table gaming is 
currently illegal in the 
state, although a process 
of amending the constitu-
tion is underway and state 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan) has 
floated the idea of a casino 
in Willets Point in the past. 
On the other hand, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has said 
that should gambling be-
come legal, he would only 
authorize a select few up-
state casinos.

The group’s current 
plan calls for a 1.4 million-
square-foot mall on the 
parking lot west of Citi 
Field and about 2,500 units 
of housing. Land use law-
yers representing the part-
nership often play up the 
affordable housing and the 
cleaning of more than 20 
acres of contaminated soil.

---
“Our goal for Willets 

Point is to end the pollu-
tion and clean it up,” Ethan 
Goodman, land use counsel 
for the partners, said at a 
recent meeting.

Jesse Maysr, also a 
land use counsel, said that 
fulfilling the 2008 proposal 
of housing and schools was 
the “most important.”

But the group’s initial 

proposal showed that they 
wanted to do just the oppo-
site.

“Environmental reme-
diation is costly and com-
plicated,” the 2011 proposal 
said at one point. “Extend-
ing utilities to site (power, 
sewer, stormwater) is a sig-
nificant burden,” another 
line said.

And the much-bally-
hooed affordable housing, 
which was enshrined in a 
deal struck by former City 
Councilman Hiram Mon-
serrate at the 11th hour, 
was nowhere to be found.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1
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Willets

whatever sentence is im-
posed on him, according to 
the DA.

The case was closely 
followed in Flushing’s Chi-
nese community, and a 
group of loyal followers, led 
by travel agency and activ-
ist Michael Chu, filled the 
court pews throughout the 
four-week trial. Chu, who 
also helped raise more than 
$50,000 that went toward 
legal fees and bail, was de-
spondent about the verdict 
Friday.

“It certainly is disap-

pointing,” said Chu, who 
maintains that Li would do 
nothing to harm his baby.

Chu pointed to the fact 
that Li turned down several 
plea deals from the DA be-
fore going to trial, and the 
defense was out-matched 
by the district attorney’s 
office, which had a cadre 
of lawyers working on the 
case and a succession of 
medical witnesses.

“It is really unfair,” 
Chu said.

The activist also took 
issue with Brown’s state-
ment, saying that if Li did 

shake Annie to death, then 
the jury would have found 
him guilty of murder.

The Li family, includ-
ing Annie’s mother Ying, 
who was jailed for four 
years awaiting a trial for 
manslaughter but released 
last year, is deciding wheth-
er they have the resources 
to appeal.

If Li is not acquitted 
of all the charges, deporta-
tion proceedings will be 
commenced against him as 
soon as he serves his sen-
tence, according to Chu.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Baby verdict

Continued from Page 5

Breezy Point

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The world around the 

Scholars Academy girls’ 
basketball team is as regu-
lar as it can be after Hurri-
cane Sandy turned things 
upside down just a few 
months ago.

All the displaced play-
ers are back in their Rock-
away homes and they are 
also back go-
ing to school 
at Scholars 
after a stint 
at William Maxwell. Oh, 
and the two-time defend-
ing Public School Athletic 
League Class B city cham-
pions are undefeated and 
the favorites to win again.

“Everyone is getting 
back to normal,” senior 
guard Taylor Gallagher 
said. “It was a little crazy 
at first because everyone 
was all over the place.”

Scholars is 22-0 and 
clinched its third-straight 
Queens B East title with a 
hard-fought 55-39 win over 
High School for Law En-
forcement & Public Safety 
Monday. The Seawolves 
have won most games eas-
ily, but Sandy added an ex-
tra level of difficulty to the 
schedule.

The Seawolves’ first 
six league games 
were postponed 
after the storm, 
leaving them to 

play three contests in the 
span of a week multiple 
times. They ended the sea-
son playing seven league 
games in 11 days. Gallagh-
er called the stretch “ex-
hausting” and worth it.

“It’s been hard, but 
we love playing,” she said. 
“We do whatever we can 
to make it to practice and 
give it our all.”

The only thing that’s 
changed is where the Sea-
wolves are winning games. 
Sandy destroyed the Schol-
ars Academy gym. Repairs 
are nearly complete and 
the court could be ready 
for the playoffs, according 
to Scholars Coach Janet 
Kleiner. They have been 
playing home games at 
Beach Channel, a school 
also hit hard by Sandy.

No matter where they 
play, the chemistry among 
the players, most of whom 
have been together for 
years, is apparent. It has 
helped them get though a 
lot this year and also win 
on the court with unself-
ish play and great chem-
istry.

Kleiner had hoped 
for her team to play in 
the Class A division after 
two straight crowns. The 
league kept them in Class 

B despite the Seawolves’ 
desire to move up.

“We thought it was 
just common sense to put 
us up,” Kleiner said. “Ev-
eryone came back, I didn’t 
lose one person. How do 
you not move a team up to 
A?”

The Seawolves have 
shifted their focus now, 
knowing full well how to 
deal with the hand they 
are dealt. The Scholars 
just want to win another 
city title both for them-
selves and their hurting 
community.

“It would mean a lot 
because it’s my last year,” 
senior Kristen Henschel 
said. “I would like to just 
dedicate it to Rockaway, 
showing that no matter 
what happens, we can get 
through it.”

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports
 Folorunso “Fo-

ley” Fatukasi’s upbeat 
nature never changes, not 
through Hurricane Sandy 
costing his family their 
home, not through living 
in hotel rooms eating fast 
food with four other family 
members and not through 
waiting months to return 
to school at Beach Chan-
nel High School.

The Dolphins’ defen-
sive lineman instead felt 
fortunate and thankful, 
not looking for sympathy 
after 6 feet of water from 
Sandy left his Far Rock-
away home severely dam-
aged. That can be rebuilt.

“Sandy could have 
taken away a lot more than 
just our house,” the 6-foot-
3, 280-pound Fatukasi said 
“It could have taken one 
of our family members. It 
could have burned down 
our house.”

What it also couldn’t 
take away from him was 
his future and his standing 
in Beach Channel history. 
On Wednesday, Fatukasi 
signed his national letter 
of intent to play football 
and defensive tackle at the 
University of Connecticut. 
It completes his lifelong 
dream of playing Division 
I football and makes him 
the first Dolphin to play at 
the highest level straight 
out of high school.

The day was also one 
of joy for his family, espe-
cially his parents Michael 
and Ifedola, and the school, 
which did not reopen until 
Jan. 2. Fatukasi wants to 
be remembered as a role 

model both for his team-
mates and his two younger 
brothers, that nothing can 
stop you from achieving 
your dreams.

“For them to cel-
ebrate [the scholarship] 
after Sandy, for them to 
actually celebrate it and 
for them to actually smile 
and to say God is good, it’s 
a good thing,” Fatukasi 
said of his family, which is 
living with a friend in Far 
Rockaway.

It’s also a celebration 
of the person, not just the 
player, he is. Beach Chan-
nel Coach Victor Nazario 
said Fatukasi really dedi-
cated himself as a junior 
to putting in the work it 
takes to get to a school like 
UConn. Fatukasi’s atten-
tion is never on himself, 
but always on others as 
more than 20 of his team-
mates were affected by 
Sandy.

“He actually called 
me to see how I was do-
ing,” Nazario said. “It just 
shows you the type of per-
son he is.”

Throughout it all 
football was an escape. He 
helped get in touch with 
teammates to help the Dol-
phins get organized for 
its playoff game, after the 

Scholars regroups after storm
Undefeated Rockaway team eyes third-straight PSAL “B” title

Fatukasi signs with 
UConn after Sandy

Continued on Page 53

Scholars Academy players Serena Yannello (l.-r.), Emma Michaels, Taylor Gallagher and Kristin Henschel walk across the court. 
Photo by William Thomas

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Beach Channel’s Folorunso 
Fatukas is slated to play foot-
ball for the University of 
Connecticut. 

Photo courtesy Fatukas

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
It wasn’t a day that 

Sabrina Southerland ex-
pected anything special to 
happen.

She and Deejah Ste-
vens had been sick recent-
ly and Cardozo trailed by 
10 meters when Souther-
land took the baton for the 
800-meter anchor leg of the 
sprint medley relay. Not 
wanting to lose, she got out 
quick.

“It forced her to really 
take off, to really get out,” 

Judges Coach Gail Em-
manuel said.

The star senior ran 
the leg in a blistering time 
of 2:06, three seconds fast-
er than her best individual 
time at that distance. It al-
lowed her, Stevens, Ayele 
Townsend and Akayla An-
derson to place first with 
a mark of 3:45.78, at the 
New Balance Games at the 
Armory Jan. 27. It was the 
third fastest high school 
time ever and second in 
state history.

“I didn’t even know 

I ran that when I was fin-
ished, “ Southerland said.

There is still time for 
improvement before na-
tionals in March. Emman-
uel believes Townsend 
can push her 400 times 
below the 26 second mark. 
It would allow the team to 
push for the not-so-far-off 
state mark of 3:54.31 set by 
Olympian Natasha Hast-
ings and A.P. Randolph in 
2002.

“I’m sure by nationals 
these times are going to go 
down,” Emmanuel said.

The stakes only get 
higher for her and Car-
dozo in the weeks to come. 
Southerland, one of the top 
distance runners in the 
country, will compete in 
the prestigious Millrose 
Games mile at the Armory 
Feb. 16. She recently won 
the 1000 with a time of 
2:47.44, the six fastest ever 
in U.S. history.

She will also try to 
help the school’s 4x400 
squad, which includes Ste-
ven and Anderson regain 
its Millrose title after los-
ing to Medgar Evers last 
year. The borough cham-
pionships are the next day 
and the indoor city finals a 
week later.

She is still in the ear-
ly stages of deciding her 
future after high school. 
Southerland, who has in-
terest from Villanova and 
Kentucky, plans on taking 
a visit to South Carolina 
soon.

“I really don’t have 
time to do visits,” Souther-
land said. “We run every 
day and we have a meet 
every weekend.”

BY CHRIS BARCA
 
The Christ the King 

boys’ basketball team fur-
ther proved why it’s con-
sidered the city’s top team, 
and star guard Jon Severe 
displayed why his recruit-
ing stock is soaring.

He followed up his 
32-point outburst in the 
Royals’ win over Arch-
bishop Molloy Jan. 29 by 
lighting up the scoreboard 
for a game-high 37 points 
as Christ the King bested 
host Holy Cross 96-74 on 
in CHSAA Class AA boys’ 
basketball Friday night.

“Severe is the best 
shooter in the city,” Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello said.

CK has now won five 
straight and won with-
out star forward Jordan 
Fuchs, who traveled to 
UConn after committing 
to play football there ear-

lier in the week. Severe 
believes that this was the 
first of many well-rounded 
wins to come.

“This is the best team 
win we’ve had this year,” 
he said.  “Our defense led 
the way and helped create 
a lot of offense.”

Severe, who is being 
recruited by some of the 
nation’s top programs, 
said he will likely visit 
Alabama Feb. 16. Indiana, 
Tennessee, West Virginia 
and Miami among other 
schools have all expressed 
interest in him while lo-
cal colleges like St. John’s, 
Rutgers and Fordham all 
remain well in the mix 
for the senior’s services. 
Severe isn’t going to get 
ahead of himself. He still 
has a championship to 
chase.

“I’m not worrying 
about all that right now,” 

he said. “I think we’re the 
best team right now and 

we’ll see how good we are 
when we get to the play-

offs.”
Very early in the 

game, though, it was clear 
that the Royals’ offense 
would be in clear control 
the entire night. Severe 
simply took over.

In the final 90 sec-
onds of the first quarter, 
he launched a barrage of 
jumpers, including three 
shots from three-point 
range, on his way to 14 
points by the first buzzer.

The second quarter 
was no different. The Roy-
als defense forced turn-
over after turnover. Seven 
points from Severe in the 
final minute of play gave 
him 25 points by halftime 
and Christ the King (17-2, 
12-0) a commanding 51-30 
lead.

Holy Cross (10-10, 4-5) 
was able to make the game 
interesting in the fourth 
quarter, as the Knights 

went on a 15-4 run on the 
strength of six straight 
possessions with a three-
pointer, cutting the deficit 
to 12.

Despite the long dis-
tance stroke of Josh Wal-
lace, who scored a team-
high 24, and Gemaal Davis, 
the Knights couldn’t claw 
their way back.

Severe scored eight 
points, capped off by a vi-
cious one-handed toma-
hawk slam on a break-
away, to build the Royals’ 
lead back up to a com-
manding 21 points in the 
waning minutes.

“We actually thought 
Jordan Fuchs was a little 
bit better coming into to-
day,” first-year Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Marchesini 
said. “But Severe is almost 
impossible to cover.”

Cardozo hitting stride with record time

Christ the King’s Jon Severe attempts a reverse layup during a 
game against Holy Cross. Photo by Jon Premosch

Severe soaring with red hot Christ the King

Benjamin Cardozo track athletes celebrate their victory in the sprint medley relay. 
Photo courtesy Cardozo

BY MIKE MORTON
 

Mary Louis Coach 
JoAnn Arbitello has grown 
far too familiar with her 
team performing poorly 
for one quarter each game. 
It’s become a trend she 
isn’t happy with.

“We play well three 
out of four quarters nor-
mally, we just can’t get 
over the hump and play 
well in a four-quarter 
game,” she said.

On Monday night, that 
quarter was the first. The 
Hilltoppers went down by 
12 and fell to host Bishop 
Loughlin by the same 
margin, 70-58, in CHSAA 

Brooklyn/Queens girls’ 
basketball.

Although the game 
was closer than the score 
showed due to late fourth-
quarter free throws, the 
overall feeling by Arbi-
tello and her players was 
disappointment. Several 
times in the second half it 
appeared Mary Louis was 
on the verge of making a 
comeback, only to have it 
stall because of turnovers.

The Hilltoppers (9-9, 
2-7) got as close as three 
points with just 2:19 re-
maining in the game after 
a Kadijah Dickson three-
point play. That momen-

Mary Louis’ Kadijah Dickson tries to grab the ball. 
Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on Page 53

Poor fi rst quarter 
dooms Louis in loss
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hurricane. Practice was 
an escape from it all.

“I just wanted to play,” 
Fatukasi said. “It took me 
away from it. It was just 
a getaway. I could get my 
mind off it for a little bit.”

Football will take him 
away from it again when 
he heads to Storrs, Conn., 
to suit up for the Huskies. 
UConn is not only getting 
a special player, but a spe-
cial person and a fighter.

“He’s maintained a 
positive and an upbeat at-
titude and a positive men-
tality,” Nazario said. “He’s 
preserved.”

Notes

Former Cardozo 
standout Jermaine Law-
rence, the No. 19-ranked 
recruit in his class by 
ESPN, committed to Cin-
cinnati over the weekend.

The 6-foot-10 forward, 
now attending Pope John 
XXIII (N.J.), picked the 
Bearcats over St. John’s 
and UNLV.

Continued from Page 51

Fatukasi
tum was quickly taken 
away, however, when 
Mary Louis committed a 
turnover on the next pos-
session. The Lions (8-8, 
4-4) came down and scored 
and never looked back.

“Our offense, as much 
as we’ve been working on 
it at practices, was erratic 
and we weren’t coming 
down and being patient 
with the basketball and 
setting up,” Arbitello said.

Continued from Page 52

TMLA

By Joseph Staszewski

Signing Day wasn’t all smiles and 
camera flashes for Holy Cross’s Malachi 
Hoskins. The senior defensive end faced 
the decision of switching schools at the 
last minute.

“Last night and this morning was 
one of the toughest days I’ve had,” Hosk-
ins said.

The All-Queens honorable mention 
selection by TimesLedger Newspapers 
verbally committed to Wagner College 
last week, but Central Connecticut State 
called him Tuesday night and offered a 
better financial package.

It was too much to pass up and he 
ultimately picked Central Connecti-
cut, signing his national letter of intent 
Wednesday morning at Holy Cross along-
side teammate Lekeith Celestain, who is 
headed to Monmouth. Both teams play in 
the Northeast Conference.

“It was hard going back on it, but 
it’s the best possibility for my family and 
me,” Hoskins said.

Central Connecticut wanted him to 
play his natural position at defensive end, 
something he preferred. Wagner planned 
to convert him to outside linebacker.

There was no last-minute change 
for Celestain, a corner back. He was one 
of Monmouth’s top recruits,  but  Stony 
Brook and James Madison backed off. The 
All-Queens first team selection thought 
he had a chance to play right away and 
liked the school’s broadcasting program.

“It played a big part in my decision,” 
Celestain said of Monmouth’s loyalty.

Holy Cross Coach Tom Pugh believes 
a lot of schools missed out on Celestain. 
He shined defensively, but was hurt num-
bers-wise as a receiver by the Knights’ 
run-heavy attack. He could see Celestain 
getting time as a receiver down the road.

“When they see his ball skills and 
what he can do, his vertical jump is off 
the charts,” Pugh said.

St. Francis Prep’s Troina picks 

Wagner: SFP receiver Joey Troina signed 
with Wagner College, picking the Staten 
Island school over Sacred Heart (Conn.) 
and Central Connecticut State.

He joined Christ the King’s Jordan 
Fuchs (UConn), James Coleman (Albany) 
and Beach Channel’s Folorunso Fatukasi 
(UConn) representing Queens.

Former CK star Kalief Joyner, now at 
Cheshire Academy (Conn.), signed with 
Albany.

Hoskins signs with Central Conn 
as Celestain heads to Monmouth
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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Pride of New York

Philip Berry
Borough of Manhattan Community College

Queens College
Vice Chairperson, CUNY Board of Trustees

President, Philip Berry Associates LLC.

Robert T. Johnson
City College of New York

District Attorney, Bronx County; 
Former Acting Justice of New York

State Supreme Court

Shirley Chisholm
Brooklyn College
Former Congresswoman and 
Candidate for Democratic Presidential Nomination
In Memoriam

Helen Marshall
Queens College
Queens Borough President, Former New York City
Councilmember and New York State
Assemblymember

Ayodele Oti
Macaulay Honors College at

City College of New York
Truman Scholar 2011

Ruby Dee
Hunter College

Award-winning Star of Stage
and Screen Writer

Colin Powell
City College of New York
Former U.S. Secretary of State
Former Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff

Lowell Hawthorne
Bronx Community College
President and CEO
Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery
& Grill

Bert Mitchell
Baruch College

Founder, Chairman & CEO
Mitchell & Titus LLP

Iyanla Vanzant
Medgar Evers College

CUNY Law School
Best-selling Author,

Inspirational Speaker

Walter Mosley
City College of New York
Award-winning Author
Founder, City College Publishing Certificate Program

Funlayo Easter Wood
Bronx Community College
CUNY BA City College of New York MA
Fulbright-Hays Scholar 2011
Harvard University

VISIT WWW.CUNY.EDU  1-800-CUNY -YES CUNY-TV CHANNEL 75

The City University of New York Celebrates Black History Month.
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