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QUESTIONS REMAIN FOR BREEZY POINT

A flag flies in the wind outside a damaged Breezy Point home, one of many ravaged during Hurricane Sandy. Three 
months later, the neighborhood is only beginning to rebuild. See coverage on Pages 4-5, 46. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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SE Queens competitors sound off
BY REBECCA HENELY

An NYPD report released 
Monday revealed that the contro-
versial stop-and-frisk tactic was 
used on Hispanics in the 115th 
Precinct in the Jackson Heights 
area and blacks in the 103rd Pre-
cinct in Jamaica at rates that 
outpaced their demographics in 
2011.

The New York Civil Liber-
ties Union had spotlighted both 
precincts in a report released 
last year about 2011. The 115th 
Precinct — which includes East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and 
the north half of Corona — had 
the third-highest rate of stop-and-
frisks in the city. The 103rd Pre-
cinct, which includes Jamaica 
and Hollis, was ranked eighth-
highest. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said if the num-
bers in the new report reflect the 
current use of stop-and-frisk, they 
would be troubling, although he 
had assurances and was told the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Can a Jewish candidate capi-
talize on a crowded field of black 
City Council hopefuls and win 
this month’s special election for 
southeast Queens’ vacant Council 
seat?

Pesach Osina, a staffer in 
state Assemblyman Phillip Gold-
feder’s (D-Rockaway Beach) of-
fice, is the only white candidate 
on the ballot for the Feb. 19 special 
election for the seat represent-
ing the mostly black neighbor-
hoods of Rosedale, Laurelton and 
Springfield Gardens as well as 
the western end of the Rockaway 
peninsula.

There are nine black candi-
dates in the race, and voters at a 
forum in South Jamaica Tuesday 
night wanted to know which, if 
any, of the six candidates present 

Continued on Page 50
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A lawsuit over a Face-
book Web page is putting 
the current leaders of the 
Long Island City Commu-
nity Boathouse at odds with 
its founder.

The Gowanus Dredg-
ers Canoe Club, a non-
profit based in Brooklyn 
that is affiliated with the 
boathouse, levied a suit in 
Brooklyn federal court in 
2011 against Erik Baard, 
who founded the boathouse 
in 2004. The boathouse, at 
46-01 5th St., offers recre-
ational and educational 
paddling programs along 
the East River.

The dispute emerged 
after Baard created a Fa-
cebook fan page for the 
boathouse in 2009 after he 
stepped down from the boat-
house’s leadership in 2008. 
Jerry Dunne, an attorney 
for the Dredgers, said in an 
e-mail that the fan page is 
copyright infringement.

“Erik has no longer 
any affiliation with the LIC 
Community Boathouse,” 
Dunne said. “He is a dis-
gruntled former head and 
founder.”

Baard said that while 
he stepped down he and the 
original artist  hold the in-
tellectual property rights to 
the boathouse’s name and 
logo. He also said the social 
media giant was asked to 
remove Baard’s page and 
did not find it infringing.

“They really should be 
suing Facebook if they’re 
so upset,” Baard said.

Part of the dispute re-

volves around the Dredg-
ers’ relationship to the 
boathouse. Ted Gruber, 
chairman emeritus at the 
boathouse, described in an 
e-mail the organization as 
an “activity committee” of 
the Dredgers.

But Baard said the 
Dredgers were supposed 
to act solely as a fiscal con-
duit for the boathouse for 
insurance reasons and the 
partnership could be termi-
nated on either side at any 
time.

“We had an affilia-
tion with them, but I never 
signed any contract with 
them giving them my intel-
lectual property or hand-
ing over my ownership,” 
Baard said.

Baard said he stepped 
down in 2008 to allow the 
community to take own-
ership of the boathouse, 
although he stayed on as a 
part of the Dredgers’ board 
for another year.

Dunne said Baard was 
terminated from the board 

and that severed any of 
Baard’s claims to the boat-
house.

“Erik apparently 
doesn’t play well with au-
thority; and eventually 
the board of The Gowanus 
Dredgers had enough of his 
inappropriate behavior,” 
Dunne said.

The Dredgers and the 
current and past chairs of 
the boathouse have also 
clashed with Baard over the 
use of funds, which Baard 
said were earmarked for 
certain projects and which 
Dunne said Baard tried to 
extract for his own purpos-
es, as well as the ownership 
of the boathouse’s equip-
ment.

Baard said he wants 
the court to acknowledge 
that he retains the prop-
erty rights and that the 
boathouse is self-governing 
and not a subsidiary of the 
Dredgers.

“We never, never 
turned over our ownership 
to them,” he said.

Dunne said the boat-
house and Dredgers are do-
ing well together and that 
Baard does not represent 
the boathouse’s current in-
terests.

“He could take credit 
for founding a very success-
ful and worthwhile organi-
zation that has contributed 
much to the NYC paddling 
scene, but the organiza-
tion has moved on without 
him,” Dunne said, “and it’s 
long past time for him to let 
go.”

Erik Baard, founder of the LIC Community Boathouse, said he be-
lieves he has intellectual property rights to the boathouse’s name 
and logo.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith presents Donna Hood with a pen com-
memorating the signing of the Senate’s firearms reform act. 
Smith dedicated part of the bill to Hood, whose 13-year-old son 
was killed by a stray bullet in 2009. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Boat clubs in Facebook spat
LIC paddlers’ Brooklyn affi liate suing founder over fan page

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) told a 
standing-room-only crowd 
last week that he joined 
the Senate’s new coalition 
government in order to get 
results for his community 
and he said the move has 
already paid off.

In early December, five 
weeks after Superstorm 
Sandy hit and a month after 
Democrats appeared to have 
taken control of the Senate 
in the November elections, 
Smith announced he would 
join the four rogue law-
makers of the Independent 
Democratic Conference in 
a power-sharing agreement 
with Republicans.

Even with two un-
decided races that would 
eventually go to the Demo-
crats, the breakaway of the 
four original members of 
the IDC was enough to deny 
the Dems an outright vot-
ing majority before Smith 
decided to join the coali-

tion.
“The fact of the matter 

is the coalition was formed 
already. The train was out 
of the station. Gone,” he 
told a crowd of about 200 at 
the Alpha Phi Alpha senior 
center in Cambria Heights. 
“The decision was, do I not 
be a part of a coalition that 
would allow me to have in-
fluence and input over the 
important things that affect 
the district that has elected 
me to represent them or do 
I sit on the sidelines?”

The town hall-style 
meeting was billed as a 
chance for the senator to 
explain the “new” Albany.

Smith read off a list of 
assignments he said were 
a direct result of his move, 
including co-chairman 
of the Senate Task Force 
on Sandy Recovery, vice 
chairman of the Finance 
Committee and chairman 
of the Social Services Com-
mittee. He also co-authored 
the state’s firearms reform 

Sen. Smith explains 
decision to join IDC

Continued on Page 50
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What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

Hydrofracking, gun laws discussed at UCCA breakfast
Annual civic talk at East Elmhurst hotel connects city’s elected offi cials with community leaders

BY REBECCA HENELY

The environment, gun 
control and education dom-
inated the conversation at 
the United Communities 
Civic Association’s annual 
legislative breakfast last 
Friday.

Run by UCCA Presi-
dent Rosemarie Poveromo 
and member Maureen Al-
len, the breakfast at the La-
Guardia Marriott Hotel’s 
Grand Ballroom, at 102-
05 Ditmars Blvd. in East 
Elmhurst, brought together 
elected officials on the city, 
state and federal levels to 
talk about their initiatives 
and to answer questions 
from the community.

The breakfast’s head-
count included about 40 
people from local civic as-
sociations, community 
boards, employees of gov-
ernment agencies, hospitals 
and area power companies.

Appropriate for a 
group long-dedicated to 
fighting air pollution in 
Queens from Astoria’s 
power plants, many criti-
cized hydraulic fracking, a 
method of drilling for natu-
ral gas that proponents say 
could create jobs upstate 
and that opponents contend 
could hurt the city’s water 
supply.

“The trade-off is too 
great a price to pay,” Pov-
eromo said.

Some discussion also 
centered around air quality 
in the five boroughs. State 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) touted 
a coalition formed in west-
ern Queens to encourage 
power companies to invest 
in upgrading their systems 
to be less polluting and 
more efficient. She praised 
NRG Energy and US Pow-
ergen for being willing to 
do so.

“It is an incredible 
investment in the commu-
nity that they are willing to 
make,” she said.

Many officials praised 
the recent package of laws 
passed in the state Legis-
lature making New York’s 
gun laws the toughest in 
the United States, but U.S. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) and others said 
more needs to be done at 
the federal level.

She said some bills 
introduced in Congress 
would make trafficking in 
illegal gun sales a felony 
and would ban high capac-
ity magazines for assault 

weapons.
“They’re not used for 

gun safety. They’re not 
used to go hunting. They’re 
just used to kill people,” she 
said.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) also 
advocated for universal 
gun background checks. He 
defended the increased re-
strictions on assault weap-
ons in New York, saying the 
state already had a ban and 
there was a federal ban on 
the weapon when President 
Bill Clinton was in office.

“There are some peo-
ple who are getting a little 
hysterical about what we’ve 
done and I think they’re 
overreacting,” he said.

Maloney and Gianaris 
both spoke of trying to get 
more funding for educa-
tion. Maloney said she had 
created a task force on 
schools to put more federal 
dollars into early childhood 

education, while Gianaris 
said he was fighting in the 
Legislature to get more ed-
ucation money for the city, 
which is an issue after the 
city lost money after Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
the United Federation of 
Teachers failed to come to 
an agreement over teacher 
evaluations.

“We need to get back in 
the room and get it done,” 
City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
said regarding the issue.

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a former teacher, 
was more critical.

“This is not going to be 
the cure-all for the public 
education system,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Comptroller John Liu (third from l.-r.), Maureen Allen 
and Rosemarie Poveromo of UCCA and City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn speak at a UCCA legislative breakfast. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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The Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Curran (l.) blesses the rebuilt parish center in Breezy Point. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Three months after 

Hurricane Sandy devastat-
ed Breezy Point, many peo-
ple say the sleepy coastal 
community will rebuild.

But the question for 
many is how different will 
it be?

“I just can’t imagine it 
ever being the same again,” 
said Chris Potter, whose fa-
ther-in-law has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1972.

Potter and his 14-year-
old daughter were back in 
Breezy Point last weekend 
for the first time since the 
storm. Potter said he spoke 
with neighbors of his father-
in-law who said they were 
unsure if they could return 
home due to the high costs 
of rebuilding and the likeli-
hood insurance rates will 
go up — issues many others 
are also grappling with af-
ter the Oct. 29 storm.

“There are a lot of 
question marks for people 
here,” Potter said.

Breezy Point suffered 
some of the city’s worst de-
struction from Hurricane 
Sandy, with a massive fire 
leveling more than 100 
houses at the far west-
ern end of the Rockaways 
and scores of other homes 
completely destroyed or se-
verely damaged by a storm 
surge that barreled through 
the neighborhood.

Now, more than three 
months later, recovery has 
been slow. In some parts 
of the community it still 
looks as though Sandy blew 
through days ago and many 
have not yet been able to re-
turn to their homes.

“Right now there’s 
only two of us living on 
this block,” said longtime 
Breezy Point resident Lar-
ry Deemer.

He said he moved 
back  into his home about 
three weeks ago, but he 

said he was lucky: Many of 
his friends were still dis-
placed.

Information about the 
number of homes that were 
damaged and have been 
restored and the number 
of homeowners who have 
received government help 
is difficult to pinpoint. The 
mayor’s office did not re-
spond to a question about 
the number of Breezy Point 
homes restored through 
Rapid Repairs by press 
time, and the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency said 
they did not have data bro-
ken down by neighborhood 

immediately available.
State Assemblyman 

Philip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) said rebuilding is tak-
ing a little longer in  Breezy 
Point than other parts of 
the Rockaways, in part, 
because many houses were 
built so close together.

“It may increase the 
damage or the ability to re-
cover,” he said.

Moreover, about 20 
percent of all Breezy Point 
homes are second resi-
dences, for which recovery 
aid is more limited than it 
is for primary residences. 
That also is potentially de-
laying recovery.

And even after Breezy 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Battered and burned 
by Hurricane Sandy, the 
bungalow community of 
Breezy Point received a 
helping hand from the luck 
and brawn of the Irish.

Residents of the tight-
knit neighborhood packed 
into the newly renovated 
Monsignor Connelly Par-
ish Center next to St. Thom-
as More Church, at 204-25 
Rockaway Point Blvd., Sun-
day to smell the fresh paint 
and thank those who came 
all the way from Ireland to 
help with the rebuilding.

In the days following 
the superstorm, the Irish 
government allocated 
$320,000 to assist Irish-
American communities 
in New York and New Jer-
sey — including $50,000 to 
Breezy Point, where more 
than 100 homes burned 
down during the late Octo-
ber storm — and the com-
munity joined with mem-
bers of the Gaelic Players 
Association to dedicate the 
rebuilt facility.

“Sometimes it is in ad-
versity that we see the very 
best of people, and the re-
sponse of the community to 
support the recovery efforts 
in the areas most impacted 
by Sandy, has been hugely 

successful,” said Brian 
Hayes, the minister of state 
at the Irish Department of 
Finance. “The presence of 
the Gaelic Players Associa-
tion work team has boosted 
morale in Breezy Point as 
well as been a practical 
help in refurbishing com-
munity projects that were 
badly damaged.”

Led by their chair-
man, Donal Og Cusack, 20 
members of the Gaelic Play-
ers  — Tipperary hurling 
players, tradesman and en-
gineers — flew into Breezy 
Point last month and quick-
ly went to work gutting the 
storm-ravaged youth space 
as well as tackling other 
projects, including the vol-
unteer fire house. Working 
with the Breezy Point Relief 
Fund, Habitat for Human-
ity, the Emerald Guild and 
the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation, the GPA laid floors 
and replaced sheetrock 
and also instilled a sense of 
optimism in the neighbor-
hood.

Cusack thanked Aer 
Lingus for providing 
flights for the volunteers 
and said the community re-
paid the players in spades, 
with unmatched gratitude 
and hospitality.

“We received so much 
warmth from the commu-

nity,” he said. “We learned 
there are proud people here 
and it made us equally 
proud to help the residents 
of Breezy Point.”

Residents marveled at 
the bright walls and paint-
ed walls and remarked that 
the sight of the rebuilt facil-
ity raised the hopes of the 
entire community.

“Even having this one 
building up and running 
again is a huge relief,” said 
Debra Byers, a resident. 
“It’s amazing that this all 
came together.”

According to Tim Dev-
lin, a contractor and for-
mer Breezy Point resident 
now living in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn, two-thirds of the 
community’s residents are 
Irish and Irish American. 
His claim is backed up by 
the 2010 federal census, 
which noted Breezy Point 
is 60 percent Irish Ameri-
can. 

Devlin presented the 
volunteers with plaques in 
recognition of their work, 
but said the most profound 
gift is the sight of Breezy 
Point children running 
around on the glossy new 
floors.

“This is the fruit of 
their labor,” he said. “A 
truly blessed gift.”

Breezy Point slow to rebuild

Ireland sends its lads to peninsula
to restore damaged parish center

Handful of residents return to Rockaway enclave 

SANDY
RECOVERY
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Point rebuilds and resi-
dents return, some are con-
cerned the community may 
be significantly altered.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said the look and feel of the 
neighborhood may change 
because residents with old-
er houses — many of them 
quaint bungalows — will 
need to rebuild their homes 
conforming to newer build-
ing regulations.

“It’s going to be very 
hard to keep the character-
istic of Breezy Point, and so 
that becomes the effort,” he 
said. “How do you build in 

light of what happened?”
In addition, Gov. An-

drew Cuomo has proposed 
a $400 million home buyout 
program under which the 
city would offer pre-storm 
full market or higher value 
for wrecked homes in flood 
zones. Those houses would 
then be razed and the land 
would be turned into dunes, 
wetlands or parklands.

That could mean sig-
nificant changes to Breezy 
Point if the proposal be-
comes reality and a large 
number of residents agree 
to sell their homes.

But Addabbo and Gold-

feder said they doubted 
many residents would want 
to participate in such a pro-
gram.

“I think there will be 
a small minority who may 
choose to do that, but the 
bulk of people are going 
to want to stay,” Goldfeder 
said.

Meanwhile, although 
progress has been slow, 
it nevertheless has been 
made.

The Long Island Pow-
er Authority has restored 
electricity to the neighbor-
hood and National Grid has 
been working to restore gas 

service. An order warning 
residents not to drink the 
water without boiling it 
first has also been lifted in 
all areas except for one se-
verely damaged section.

In addition, demolition 
of the blocks of burned-
down houses has also just 
begun, and businesses 
have returned to a main 
commercial strip near the 
entrance to the communi-
ty along Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard. And the first 
allocations of federal aid 
from the Sandy recovery 
bill passed by Congress last 

after Sandy left few standing

(Clockwise from top l.) Larry Deemer, who has lived in Breezy Point for more than 18 years, walks his dog in front of his home, which he 
was able to return to following Hurricane Sandy; people work to repair a beachfront home Saturday; a section of homes that were de-
stroyed by fire is blocked off by netting; and a map shows the neighborhood of Breezy Point. Photos by Christina Santucci-Google Map

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

For the past 13 years, 
hundreds have helped An-
nie McMahon celebrate her 
birthday and fund cystic 
fibrosis research by plung-
ing into the icy waters off 
Rockaway but this year’s 
frigid swim also raised 
money for the storm-rav-
aged community where the 
event was held.

Annie, a 16-year-old 
resident of Westchester who 
spends her summers on the 
shore of Breezy Point, chose 
to give funds collected dur-
ing this year’s Rockaway 
Plunge to recovery efforts 
in the community. Over the 
past dozen years, the event 
has raised more than $1 
million for cystic fibrosis, 
which Annie suffers from. 

“Every other year 
they have been giving back 
to me, but now I’m giving 
back to them,” the teen said 
as she stood beside Jamaica 
Bay in Breezy Point Satur-
day wearing a pink tiara. 

Annie’s father John 
said the plunge started as a 
dare with someone offering 
him $100 for cystic fibrosis 
research if he jumped into 
the ocean. 

At that time, Annie’s 
life expectancy with the 
disease was 18. Over the 
years, however, the progno-
sis has changed and her life 
expectancy now is over 36.

“We feel like we really 

made a difference,” he said.
The McMahon family 

said they credit those who 
took the plunge in the past 
for extending Annie’s life 
and wanted to return the 
favor.

“Everyone who gave 
all of those years, now they 
need it, so we are going to 
help them,” John McMahon 
said. 

Specifically, dona-
tions will be directed to the 
Breezy Point Relief Fund 
and church parishes in 
the Rockaways so that play 
areas at schools can be re-
stored after the hurricane, 
Annie’s mother, Theresa 
McMahon, said.

“A lot of the schools 
and the churches down 
here just don’t have the 
donations that they used 
to,” John McMahon said, 
explaining that many 
Rockaway residents need 
to spend to repair their 
homes. “We want to help 
fill their coffers up so they 
help build their communi-
ties back up, too.”

Some peninsula resi-
dents were among about 
100 people who dipped into 
Jamaica Bay Saturday, but 
resolute souls came from 
all over the city and sur-
rounding areas. 

At 1:55 p.m., all of the 
plungers stood dressed in 
their bathing suits out-
side the The Colony The-

Polar Bears take dip  
for hurricane relief

Dozens of people race into Jamaica Bay in Breezy Point. See more 
photos on Page 46. Photo by Christina Santucci

as questions remain about future of reconstruction on coastline

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
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DA indicts nine in Qns. Village insurance scam
BY STEVE MOSCO

An investigation dat-
ing back to 2008 has result-
ed in the indictment of nine 
individuals and a Queens 
Village medical clinic for 
an alleged insurance scam 
that bilked no-fault insur-
ers out of $150,000, the 
Queens district attorney 
said this week.

DA Richard Brown 
said the defendants are 
variously charged with 
the crimes of  scheming to 
defraud, insurance fraud, 
grand larceny, attempted 
grand larceny and  falsify-
ing business records.

If convicted, the indi-
vidual defendants — seven 
from Queens and two from 
Brooklyn — face up to sev-
en years in prison.

The medical clinic, 
Queens Integrated Medi-
cal Care, at 209-05 Jamaica 
Ave., faces felony charges 
punishable by a fine up to 
double the amount of the il-

legal gain.
“No-fault fraud and 

abuse is a billion-dollar-a-
year business in New York 
and should not be viewed 
as a victimless crime,” 
Brown said. “Such rip-offs 
hit the honest consumer in 
the pocketbook by way of 
higher premiums. Today’s 
indictments send a clear 
message to those who are 
attempting to fleece the 
system for their own per-
sonal gain that law enforce-
ment’s fight against insur-
ance fraud is ongoing and 
that those who cheat will be 
sought out and vigorously 
prosecuted.”

According to the crim-
inal complaint, the ring 
allegedly exploited New 
York’s no-fault law, which 
requires vehicles regis-
tered in the state to carry 
insurance that allows 
drivers and passengers 
to obtain up to $50,000 in 
medical coverage incurred 
as a result of an accident 

regardless of who may be 
at fault.

The NYPD’s Fraudu-
lent Accident Investigation 

Squad and the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s Rackets and 
Organized Crime Bureau 
 launched the investigation 
in June 2008 with surveil-
lance and court-authorized 
electronic eavesdropping 
on Integrated Medical 
Care.

The investigation re-
vealed that Integrated em-
ployees would steer clients 
— individuals who had 
been in legitimate, though 
minor, car accidents — to 
the clinic in exchange for 
monetary compensation 
from clinic manager Al-
bert Kopolovich, who then 
instructed these clients to 
fabricate and exaggerate 
injuries, the DA said. The 
clinic’s medical providers 
could provide a “cookie 
cutter” course of medical 
treatment designed to bill 
no-fault insurers at the 
maximum rate per patient 
— $50,000 under New York’s 
no-fault law, the complaint 
said.

Kopolovich, of Brook-
lyn, is charged with schem-
ing to defraud, insurance 
fraud, grand larceny, at-
tempted grand larceny 
and falsifying business re-
cords.

The other defendants 
include Hazel Abrams, 
55, of Rosedale; Aaron 
Dawkins, 25, of Cambria 
Heights; Antoinette Dun-
can, 40, Rolph Nozine, 28, 
and Tamara Easy, 26, all of 
Jamaica; Wilburt Gordon, 
54, of Rochdale; Raymond 
Mattison, 53, of Springfield 
Gardens; and Jason Wade, 
27, of Brooklyn.

“Health insurance 
costs are through the roof 
and fraud is one of the 
reasons why,” said Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly. 
“I want to commend the 
NYPD detectives, Queens 
prosecutors and the state 
Department of Financial 
Services for working to-
gether to put this fraud fac-
tory out of business.”

The metal shutters are closed at Queens Integrated Medical 
Care after the clinic was implicated in an insurance scam. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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*All loans subject to credit approval.  Product availability and offers are subject to change. 
Mortgages may be originated through New York Community Bank (NMLS # 249276) or 
NYCB Mortgage Company, LLC (NMLS # 304227), a wholly owned subsidiary of New York  
Community Bank.  NYCB Mortgage Company, LLC is licensed in the following states: Arizona –  
Mortgage Bankers License # 0918340; California – DOC Finance Lenders Law License # 603I460;  
Connecticut - Mortgage Lender License # ML-304227; District of Columbia - Mortgage Lender  
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Conducted in Spanish

New Homebuyers  
Education Seminar

Queens County Savings Bank invites you to attend our
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Flanders Field VFW Post #150  

51-11 108 Street, Corona Heights
Refreshments will be served. Space is limited.  

Call to reserve your spot today: (718) 271-1800

Police seek public help in catching bank robber

ROSEDALE — Police were asking for 
the public’s help in identifying a suspect 
wanted in connection with a bank robbery 
in Rosedale last month.

The authorities said the suspect en-
tered a Capital One Bank on 243rd Street 
just after 9 a.m. Jan. 9 and demanded mon-
ey from the teller.

The teller complied and the suspect 
fled. The suspect is described as a black 
man standing between 5-foot-6 and 5-foot-
9.

Cop wanted to hand wife over to cannibal: Post

FOREST HILLS — The NYPD’s  sus-
pected “cannibal cop” allegedly offered up 
his wife in a sick Internet chat, according 
to the New York Post.

Prosecutors said Gilberto Valle, a for-
mer police officer from Forest Hills, named 
his wife and described her physically to a 
co-conspirator called “Ali Khan,” who 
claimed to be a butcher in India.

According to the Post, after writing 
that his wife, Kathleen, was a vegetarian, 
Khan responded, “She will taste like a 
tasty goat.”

Valle, 28, was arrested in October af-
ter his alleged plans to cannibalize women 
were discovered by his wife on his comput-
er, police said.

Teens robbed victim of his cellphone: Police
SOUTH RICHMOND HILL — Police 

were seeking assistance in identifying two 
suspects wanted in connection with a mug-
ging in South Richmond Hill last week.

Police said the 12-year-old victim was 
walking along 111th Street at about 4 p.m. 
when two suspects approached him from 
behind, pinned him up against a tree and 
demanded he hand over his cellphone.

The victim complied and the suspects 
fled.

The suspects are both described as 
black males in their late teens.  One was 
wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt, gray 
backpack and dark pants and the other 
suspect was wearing a yellow sweatshirt 
with the No. 33 on the front, dark pants and 
a black backpack.

Cops are looking for two youths wanted in con-
nection with a robbery in South Richmond Hill. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Prosecutors say ex-cop Gilberto Valle offered 
his wife to an Internet co-conspirator.

This suspect is wanted in connection with a bank rob-
bery in Rosedale last month.     Image courtesy NYPD

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Thousands  of convic-
tions in Queens court could 
be heading for retrial after 
a state appellate court ruled 
last week that part of a pro-
gram run by District Attor-
ney Richard Brown’s office 
violated suspects’ constitu-
tional rights against self-
incrimination.

Beginning in June 
2007, Brown’s office began 
a program of taping inter-
views with suspects — most 
of whom were poor minori-
ties — who were ready to be 
arraigned but could not af-
ford an attorney.

During the interview, 
an investigator would read 
from a prepared script pri-
or to advising a suspect of 
his or her Miranda rights, 
which are meant to inform 
a suspect of their right 
against self-incrimination.

“If your version of the 
events that day is different 
from what we have heard, 
this is your opportunity to 
tell us your story. If there is 
something you would like 
us to investigate concern-
ing this incident, if you tell 
us about it, we will look into 
it,” the script read. “This 
will be the only opportu-
nity you will have to talk 
to me prior to your arraign-
ment on these charges.”

A four-judge panel in  
Brooklyn’s Second Circuit 
Appellate Court  last week 
ruled the language in the 
script to be unconstitution-
al and ordered retrials in 
three cases.

“When the clear and 
unequivocal warnings de-
vised in Miranda are com-
bined with the information 
and suggestion contained 
in the preamble, the mes-
sage conveyed to suspects 
is muddled and ambiguous. 
Correspondingly, when the 
warnings are combined 
with the preamble, it can-
not be said with assurance 
that the suspects clearly 
understood their rights,” 
the decision read. 

“Why is the preamble 
read before giving the 
Miranda warnings and ob-

taining a waiver of rights, 
instead of after the warn-
ings are read and a waiv-
er obtained?” the judges 
asked. “If the answer is 
that suspects are more 
likely to waive their rights 
after having heard the 
preamble, that lends sup-
port to the conclusion that 
... the warnings have been 
rendered ineffective by the 
preamble.”

Brown said the pro-
gram was designed to pre-
vent wrongful conditions 
and was responsible for 
dismissing charges against 
more than 100 people. He 
said the script was revised 
three years ago and once 
again following last week’s 
decision.

“Today’s decision, 
which is based almost en-
tirely on the Second De-
partment’s interpretation 
of federal constitutional 
law, takes issue not with 
the program itself but rath-

er with our introductory 
remarks — remarks which 
were modified more than 
three years ago,” he said. 
“Our current introductory 
remarks include virtually 
none of the statements with 
which the Court has found 
fault and, importantly, no 
defendant has ever been 
questioned without having 
first been read their Miran-
da rights.”

The DA’s office said 
more than 12,000 inter-
views have been conducted 
since 2007.

Queens Law Associ-
ates is one of two nonprofits 
with Queens public defend-
er contracts.

Attorney-in-Charge 
Tim Rountree said those 
who were convicted or 
pleaded guilty after being 
read the script now have 
new grounds to appeal 
their cases.

“It’s not an automatic 
thing. You’d have to scru-

tinize exactly what was 
said in those statements 
and how that occurred,” he 
said. “It won’t be a whole-
sale-type of reversals, but 
rather it will be on a case-
by-case basis.”

New York Civil Liber-
ties Union Senior Attorney 
Taylor Pendergrass said 
the bigger issue left un-
addressed by the court’s 
ruling was the constitu-
tionality of interviewing 
unrepresented suspects 
prior to arraignments.

“There are big ques-
tions still with the revised 
script, pretty serious 
ethical issues the opinion 
doesn’t answer,” he said. 
“The Supreme Court in 
New York is quite clear that 
you can’t delay a suspect 
more than 24 hours before 
a prompt arraignment. A 
program that systemati-
cally delays arraignments 
has some pretty serious 
problems.”

A state appellate court has ruled part of District Attorney Richard Brown’s pre-arraignment interview 
program is unconstitutional.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (l.) greets colleague Malcolm Smith in 
Rockaway. Both senators are members of the Senate Bipartisan 
Task Force on Hurricane Sandy.

Fed storm aid funds
released for city use

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Queens residents 

whose homes and business 
were decimated by Hurri-
cane Sandy may soon start 
to get help from the federal 
storm aid package with 
new city plans for spending 
an initial allocation of $1.77 
billion in grants.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
Wednesday that he plans 
to spend the 
aid on housing, 
business and 
infrastructure 
needs through 
eight new city programs.

“These funds will help 
New Yorkers who were the 
hardest hit by Sandy get 
back on their feet and help 
communities build back 
stronger and smarter,” said 
Bloomberg.

The funds are the first 
installment to be parsed 
out from a $51 billion aid 
package the U.S. Congress 
approved last month. About 
$5 billion was released in 
total Wednesday, with $1.71 
billion in aid also going to 
the state.

Under Bloomberg’s 
proposal, grant programs 
would be set up for hom-
eowners and business own-
ers. Some loan programs 
for businesses would also 
be expanded. And race 
to the top-style competi-
tions would be launched 
in which grants would be 
awarded for ideas for mak-
ing utilities more resilient 
or for spurring economic 
growth in damaged neigh-

borhoods.
Bloomberg said the 

proposals would need feder-
al approval and he expects 
they would be implemented 
starting in late April or 
early May.

Meanwhile, a state 
Senate task force that in-
cludes several elected offi-
cials from Queens and was 
formed to make recommen-
dations on storm recovery, 
is advocating for speed-

ing up insurance 
claim processing, 
providing some 
businesses with 
direct grants to 

rebuild and developing li-
censing and certification 
procedures for workers 
involved in mold cleanup 
in a preliminary report re-
leased Monday.

The Senate Bipartisan 
Task Force on Hurricane 
Sandy’s report comes as 
Albany is starting the state 
budget process and its rec-
ommendations are expect-
ed to serve as a guideline 
for allocating state and fed-
eral aid.

“Whether it be the 
residents or business own-
ers, many people are seek-
ing assistance from the 
federal funding coming to 
our state,” said Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
who sits on the task force 
and whose district was 
devastated by Sandy. “This 
report provides an initial 
road map on how to provide 
that assistance.”

The task force was 
launched three months ago 

Court strikes down DA script
Panel of judges rules part of Brown’s interview program unconstitutional

Continued on Page 49

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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-Special- 
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Weprin, Liu propose changes to city’s education panel
Offi cials have different ideas on how to reduce mayor’s infl uence over PEP members’ decisions

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) and city 
Comptroller John Liu each have 
a proposal on the table to reform 
the controversial Panel for Edu-
cational Policy, which has been 
criticized as a rubber stamp for 
the mayor’s school-closing policy.

When Albany wrested power 
from the city Board of Education 
in 2002, it put in its place the PEP, 
which is made up of five members 
appointed by each of the city’s bor-
ough presidents and eight mem-
bers appointed by the mayor.

Among its duties, the panel 
votes on the city Department of 
Education’s proposals to close 
or make significant changes at 
schools. Despite near-unanimous 
criticism from communities 
in Queens, the panel voted last 
year to close seven borough high 
schools before the courts ulti-
mately shot down the plan.

Weprin last week teamed 
up with city and state electeds to 

push a bill he introduced in the 
Assembly, which would split the 
mayor’s eight members in half, 
with the remaining four appoint-
ed by the City Council.

“This bill will create a board 
that is accountable to the commu-
nity with the proposed appointee 
structure that will include par-
ents and educators,” Weprin said. 

“The new board will have real 
input on how the New York City 
school system is run and an im-
pact on school policy decisions. 
Parental and community input is 
paramount.”

The newly structured panel 
would have the responsibility of 
choosing the city schools chancel-
lor, who is now appointed by the 

mayor. Bloomberg said he did not 
think the initiative would gain 
traction.

“This measure has failed 
time and time again, and we are 
confident it will follow suit this 
year,” he said.

Liu, who is considered to be 
a candidate for mayor but has not 
yet officially declared, released a 

set of proposals that would keep 
the mayor’s eight members but 
change the way they are selected.

Under his plan, a nominat-
ing committee would select no 
more than 63 candidates chosen 
by the mayor, elected officials, 
community groups, labor unions 
and universities.

The mayor would then se-
lect eight panel members, though 
he or she would only be able to 
choose four mayoral nominees.

Liu would also like to see an 
end to the policy that allows the 
state Education Department to 
grant waivers for potential chan-
cellors who do not meet the posi-
tion’s requirements. All three 
chancellors under the Bloomberg 
administration received waivers.

The mayor did not comment 
on Liu’s proposals.

Albany renewed mayoral 
control in 2009 and the current 
law is set to expire in the summer 
of 2015.

Dmytro Fedowskyj (l.), Borough President Helen Marshall’s appointee to the city Panel for Educational Policy, and Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott participate in a meeting last year when the panel voted to close seven Queens high schools. 
There are two proposals out to restructure the panel.
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Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
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One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."
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APPEAL TO MODERATE 
REPUBLICANS

Even though the city has been run by Republican 
mayors for the last 20 years, the party has not gained in 
numbers or influence.

Rudy Giuliani was a tough U.S. attorney who ran on 
the promise to take back the streets of the city.

To a large extent he accomplished that goal. Times 
Square, overrun by pimps, drug dealers and violent gangs, 
has recaptured its glory as a wonderful and safe place for 
tourists.

In fact, New York didn’t even make it to Business In-
sider’s latest list of the 25 most dangerous cities in Amer-
ica.

Giuliani endorsed Republican Michael Bloomberg 
while crews were still sifting through the ashes of the 
World Trade Center. He has led the city for the last 11 years. 
Bloomberg is an ex-Democrat who ran on the Republican 
and independent lines.

But, as The New York Times noted, most New Yorkers 
aren’t certain what Bloomberg’s party affiliation is.

Despite Giuliani and Bloomberg, the number of Re-
publicans has not grown citywide.

Last week, U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, the former Republi-
can vice presidential candidate, warned the GOP to pick 
battles carefully: “We can’t get rattled. We won’t play the 
villain in his [President Barack Obama’s] morality plays. 
We have to stay united.”

But we can’t imagine that the influence of the Repub-
lican Party will grow in Queens. There are still large num-
bers of Republicans in Middle Village and other parts of 
Queens, but their influence is declining with the growth 
of Asian and Latino Democrats.

Although Queens has elected a few Republicans, in 
most citywide and congressional races, Queens makes 
more of an effort. The GOP only puts up a nominal candi-
date, if anyone at all.

This allows Democratic Party leaders to sidestep the 
democratic process and anoint candidates.

Recently, one reader called on “moderate Republi-
cans” to “take the party back.”

But that train has left the station. The Tea Party has 
become the loudest voice in the GOP, but it can’t forget 
about black and Hispanic voters.

We’d like to see a vigorous two-party political system 
in Queens. Voters need a clear choice when they go to the 
polls. But without strong membership, the GOP will re-
main on the fringe of Queens and city politics.

Four pols show courage on gun control
resident Barack 
Obama and Vice 
President Joe Biden 
deserve great credit 

for their efforts to curb gun 
violence in our country. So 
does Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
at the state level and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg at the 
city level.

It takes courage to 
challenge the powerful 
forces that fight reasonable 
change that will protect 
us all from the horrors of 
Newtown, Conn., and all 
the other sites of carnage 
that we have witnessed.

Why would anyone not 
in the military or on a po-
lice force need an assault 
weapon? Why would any-
one need a magazine that 
holds dozens of bullets? 
Why would anyone not sup-
port universal background 
checks to prevent crimi-
nals and disturbed people 
from purchasing guns? It 
boggles the mind that these 
issues have not been ad-
dressed in our country and 
that it takes intense trag-
edy to bring these issues 
forward.

There are other mea-

sures that must be taken as 
well to stop gun violence, 
including the stopping of 
gun trafficking and find-
ing better ways to identify 
and treat the mentally ill, 
who can have violent ten-
dencies. All of these issues 
must be addressed in order 
to stop gun violence.

I have profound admi-
ration for the parents and 
families of victims of gun 
violence who are coming 
forth and demanding mean-
ingful and responsible gun 
control reform. After un-
dergoing and continuing to 

live through such unspeak-
able grief and sorrow, these 
brave people are standing 
up and speaking out.

It is time that we all 
do so. We need to contact 
our elected leaders and let 
them know that we cannot 
sit back any longer, that we 
must enact changes that 
will protect all of us — es-
pecially our children — 
from bloodshed, violence 
and trauma.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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State must fi nd funding in budget for early education
An open letter to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo:
am writing to request 
that you hold the fund-
ing levels for Early In-
tervention Programs 

and preschool services at 
the same levels that were 
enacted in the 2012-13 state 
budget in your executive 
budget proposal for fiscal 
year 2013-14 and commit to 
doing so in future budgets.

With this commit-
ment, you will demonstrate 
again your ability and 
willingness to craft and 
implement long-term solu-
tions. In these two specific 
areas, you have the ability 
to define a legacy by setting 
a simple but monumental 
new standard for your ad-
ministration and all future 

governors: no funding cuts 
to these programs.

The reason for this 
request is simple: Early In-
tervention and preschool 
services are the epitome 
of smart, fiscally respon-
sible and forward-thinking 
government policy. When 
funded and implemented 
properly, these services 
directly help children and 
families, ensure better 
quality of life for all of our 
citizens and save taxpay-
ers significant amounts of 
money in future years.

I applaud your plan, 
mentioned in your State of 
the State address, to expand 
full day pre-kindergarten 
for students in low-income 
areas. This is a good step to-
ward ensuring that all New 

Yorkers have access to vital 
early education programs, 
but a commitment to a one-
year increased allocation 
does not prevent future re-
ductions, and we have seen 
numerous increases and re-
ductions in recent budgets.

While the state Assem-
bly, under the leadership 
of Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan), has been 
on the forefront of the fight 
to restore funding for Early 
Intervention and preschool 
services, New York state’s 
record on funding these 
services over the last sev-
eral years has been mixed.

A look at the last five 
years of the state’s budget 
allocation for preschool 
shows modest increases 
from 2008 to 2010, a slight 

drop in funding when 
your administration first 
came into office and then 
a resumption of a modest 
increase in this last fis-
cal year. Considering the 
$10 billion deficit the state 
faced two years ago, your 
record of commitment to 
preschool, as reflected by 
these budget decisions, is 
evident.

The record of support 
for EIP allocations over the 
last five years in the state 
budget is different. Locali-
ties are being expected, by 
federal mandate, to pro-
vide adequate EIP services 
while receiving less assis-
tance in the state’s budget 
allocation. If our intention 
is to support our most vul-
nerable population and re-

lieve localities of addition-
al fiscal burdens, we must 
reprioritize and renew our 
financial commitment to 
these services.

The focus on the proper 
development and socializa-
tion of children from birth 
to 3, covered by EIP servic-
es, and from 3 to 5, covered 
by preschool services, is of 
monumental importance 
for children. While difficult 
to quantify, it is undeniable 
that not properly funding 
these preventative services 
simply means higher costs 
in future years for educa-
tion, health care and other 
portions of our state bud-
get.

Therefore, I ask you 
to view EIP services and 
preschool as proven meth-

ods to help preempt devel-
opmental problems that 
would affect our children, 
and ultimately all New 
Yorkers, before these prob-
lems become more costly or 
unsolvable.

I look to you, governor, 
to continue to be as thought-
ful and aggressive as you 
have been on other topics 
on this issue and lead us 
by adopting the simple new 
standard: at an absolute 
minimum, no cuts to these 
services.

Andrew Hevesi
Chairman

State Assembly Committee 
on Oversight, Analysis and 

Investigation
(D-Forest Hills)

City should check tree stability
ne of the destructive 
results of Hurri-
cane Sandy was the 
destruction of trees 

throughout the city.
It was estimated that 

nearly 15,000 trees were up-
rooted or damaged by the 
hurricane. The continued 
planting of new trees under 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
One Million Trees Program 
must stop.

What the city Parks 
Department and its For-
estry Division need to be 
do is conduct inspections 
of every tree in every city 

park and playground and 
along the streets in every 
borough.

Many trees that are 
still standing may have 
been weakened by the hur-
ricane and could fall in fu-
ture storms and injure or 
kill somebody. Inspect the 
trees and those that are 
found to be weakened must 
be removed.

Also, there must be 
regular tree maintenance 
throughout the city, with 
pruning done on a regular 
basis by Parks and its For-
estry Division.

How many more peo-
ple, like Tony Laino, need to 
die before necessary action 
is taken? His death could 
have been prevented had 
the city removed that tree 
in front of his residence af-
ter all the complaints that 
had been made to Parks by 
his family and neighbors.

Plant not one more 
tree until every tree is in-
spected.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Clinton performed well before GOP
think U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton 
did an outstanding job 
defending herself and 

the State Department from 
the disgraceful onslaught 
by the Republicans on the 
Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee.
But I must criticize 

her for one failure. She ne-
glected to ask why, when a 
bill came up in Congress 
to increase funding for for-
eign consulates and embas-
sies, the Republicans voted 

against it.
Hypocrisy, thy name 

is GOP.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Writer cannot decide gun ownership
nfortunately, Ken-
neth Kowald’s Jan. 
17-23 article “NRA 
has no right to dic-

tate who should live and 
die” is filled with the same 
illogical, irrational cliches 
we have been putting up 
with for years from the an-
ti-gun extremists.

He asks if anyone 
should have a weapon ex-
cept for sport and hunting? 
Why don’t we ask if anyone 
should have a baseball bat 
except if you are a pro ball-
player or a hammer except 
if you are a carpenter? It is 
a fact that more people are 
murdered by bats, clubs, 
hammers and knives than 
by rifles of any kind. So 
I guess we should enact 
knife control except if you 

are a chef.
Secondly, according 

to the law, I do not have to 
justify why I want to own 
a firearm. The burden of 
proof is on the government 
to tell me why I cannot, but 
most astonishingly Kowald 
says he knows what is in 
the U.S. Constitution, but 
let us get past that.

Let us get past that? 
What other parts of the 
Bill of Rights should we get 
past because Kowald does 
not like them? Freedom 
of speech? Freedom of the 
press? Right to due pro-
cess?

He then says that the 
Constitution is not the Ten 
Commandments — fair 
enough — and if you do not 
like the Second Amend-

ment, then go through the 
amendment process and 
change it. In the meantime, 
it is the law and you cannot 
just choose to get past it.

The National Rifle As-
sociation is not five guys in 
a room trying to direct our 
lives. It is made up of mil-
lions of ordinary Ameri-
cans, like me, who want our 
concerns represented in 
Washington. Neither you, 
Kowald, nor any of the anti-
gun fanatics have the right 
to dictate what rights we 
are entitled to and which 
rights can be ignored, es-
pecially my right to protect 
myself and my family.

John LaPorte
Whitestone
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Finance Dept. bases condo and co-op taxes on fi ction

f you are a co-op or con-
dominium owner or 
private homeowner, you 
should know that the 

city Department of Finance 
has released its annual as-
sessed valuation numbers 
for all real estate in New 
York City.

Most folks are not 
aware of this, but this an-
nual exercise by the DOF 
is done every January and 
these numbers are used 
to calculate your annual 
property taxes. These num-
bers can be found online at 

nyc.gov. If the city gets its 
numbers wrong, your fam-
ily’s budget will be affected 
for years.

The process is so com-
plicated and convoluted for 
co-ops and condos that the 
City Council passed a bill 
last year requiring the DOF 
to print a guide in layman’s 
terms explaining how it is 
done. Probably the greatest 
threat to the fundamental 
affordability of New York’s 
co-op and condo communi-
ties is the city’s failed prop-
erty tax and valuation sys-
tem. A year and a half ago, 
this system imposed a sin-
gle-year, double- and triple-
digit valuation increase on 
Queens co-ops and condos.

Figuring out the prop-
erty valuation so the DOF 
can apply the tax rate that 
has been authorized by 

the Council for a co-op or 
condo should not be vexing, 
but should be a simple task, 
since tens of thousands of 
such units are sold every 
year.

But co-op and condos 
are not valued at fair mar-
ket selling prices. Under 
New York law, they are val-
ued as if they are fictional 
rental properties that gen-
erate fictional rental prof-
its. In fact, the DOF is sup-
posed to compare co-ops 
and condos with compara-
ble residential rental prop-
erties to help it determine 
taxable valuations.

In 2011, when I discov-
ered it was using commer-
cial properties to do those 
comparisons, I contacted 
the New York Post, which 
did an exposé on the story. 
In response, the DOF called 

it a “computer glitch.” Then 
in 2012, city Comptroller 
John Liu audited the DOF’s 
methodology and uncov-
ered significant problems 
with its new valuation sys-
tem, which is the system in 
place today.

For homeowners, the 
valuation formula is simple 
and based on actual selling 
prices and then adjusted by 
a statutory formula to get 
to the final valuation num-

ber.
But co-ops and condo 

valuations are determined 
differently. Since the val-
ues are not based on sell-
ing prices, the DOF has to 
figure out what an imagi-
nary buyer would pay for 
the entire co-op or condo 
complex if it were for sale, 
a rental property and a 
profit-making entity. This 
sounds crazy and it took 
the DOF 17 pages of jargon 

to explain it in “layman’s 
terms.” I have read it, so let 
me summarize in a single 
sentence how the DOF es-
tablishes the value of your 
co-op or condo:

The DOF creates a 
hypothetical investment, 
with a false rate of return, 
on a fictional rental build-
ing that an imaginary per-
son would buy at a made-up 
price, based on profits it 
never earned and calcu-
lated on fabricated income 
and expense reports never 
produced.

So when the valuations 
are released, no one should 
be surprised when a hypo-
thetical, based on a fiction, 
does not reflect reality.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and an civic leader.

■

On Point

s a Manhattan na-
tive, I have always 
been proud of being 
born in this city, but 

I learned from my parents 
that I should consider my-
self an American first be-
fore giving my allegiance 
to any locality.

That is what makes me 
unhappy about the course 
too many in government 
take these days on mat-
ters of importance to all 
of us. Nullification — the 
refusal to abide by federal 
law — was the battle-cry of 
the Southern slave states. 
Many in those states sup-
port the same idea today. 
Secession, another “rea-
son” for keeping slavery 

alive, is being voiced by 
many in those states.

Perhaps it is not out 
of order to reconsider the 
remarks of Horace Greeley 
at the start of the insurrec-
tion: “Let the erring sisters 
depart in peace.”

But, let us put the iro-
ny aside. Let us deal with 
today, when federal funds 
are going to be used to help 
the victims of Hurricane 
Sandy.

As far as I know, New 
Yorkers in Congress have 
not ever tried to block help 
for other Americans caught 
up in the aftermath of natu-
ral disasters. That is the 
time when we are Ameri-
cans first.

Not so with 179 mem-
bers of the U.S. House of 
Representatives who voted 
against funds for Sandy 
victims. All but one of them 
was a member of the Repub-
lican Party, but 49 GOPers, 
including all those from 
the states hardest hit voted 

yes.
One has to be remind-

ed of a comment by a presi-
dential candidate about not 
caring about 47 percent of 
the American population. 
What was his name? Ap-
parently, a majority of his 
supporters feel the same 
way. Is this “the American 
Way”?

Not long after he be-
came a U.S. senator, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan began to 
publish a newsletter for his 
constituents. It was witty, 
on-target and full of infor-
mation.

One of the points he 
made, which has remained 
with me since I read it, was 
that New York was among 
the states that paid more 
for the federal government 
than it got back in help 
from it.

A young friend has 
given me a report, based 
on 2005 data and the 2004 
election, to show that New 
York, New Jersey and Con-

necticut continue to do 
so, among the 18 states in 
that category. With the ex-
ception of Florida, Texas, 
Colorado and Nevada, all 
the other states are Demo-
cratic.

In that same report, 
five Democratic states — 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, 
Vermont and Pennsylvania 
— are among the 32 that get 
back more than they send 
to Washington, D.C. Re-
member, these are 2004-05 
figures and some of these 
states may have changed 
political allegiance. The 
other 27 are Republican. 
They all get back more than 
they pay.

My friend found a re-
port on slate.com posted 
Jan. 16 and headlined 
“Which Republicans Voted 
for Sandy Relief?” written 
by David Weigel. It is an 
eye-opener, but maybe not 
surprising.

It is worth the time 
to match those “no” votes 

against the states that get 
more from the federal gov-
ernment than they send. 
They have their hands out 
when the money is for them, 
but they deny it to millions 
in need.

I do not want “the 
erring sisters” or the err-
ing Congress members to 
depart. I would like them 
to wake up to the fact that 
when it comes to helping 
our fellow Americans, we 
must put aside political 
ideology and do the right 
thing.

Since so many of us 
have relatives and friends 
who live elsewhere in the 
country, it might be helpful 
to get them to find out how 
their representatives voted 
on relief from the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Sandy. 
A word to “nay” congres-
sional voters from constitu-
ents might make them un-
derstand that they should 
represent all Americans.

This partisan Man-

hattan native continues to 
believe that my love of my 
country does not begin and 
end at the borders of the 
greatest city in the world.

On Jan. 28, 91 days af-
ter Hurricane Sandy, the 
Senate passed the relief 
bill. The vote was 62-36. 
All the nays were Repub-
licans, 16 of whom were in 
the Senate when relief after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
was voted for unanimously. 
It passed the U.S. House of 
Representatives with 11 no 
votes. Relief came less than 
two weeks after Katrina.

What kind of country 
are we living in with this 
kind of irresponsibility? 
No wonder Congress has 
such a low public rating. 
Helping other Americans is 
part of the American Way, 
remember?

I thank all those in 
Congress who voted the 
right way and came to the 
rescue of the millions who 
suffered from Sandy.

Casting votes against Sandy aid is not the American way

■

I Sit And 
Look Out
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(Clockwise from top l.) Ed Koch (l.) says hello to City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Sr. as Queens Borough President Claire Shulman looks on in 1987; Koch listens during the 9th annual National Action 
Network convention; Queens Borough President Donald Manes (l.) and City Councilman Archie Spigner join Koch at LaGuardia Airport in 1979; Koch visits the Alley Pond Environmental Center in Douglaston; 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.) thanks Koch (l.) for his support; Aurora Gareiss (l.) and Virginia Dent join Koch; Mayor Michael Bloomberg is joined by Koch in Forest Hills; Koch (c.) views planned improve-
ments at the Flushing Library in 1985 with Myra Baird Herce and Linda Shostal; Koch sits down with the Vallone family for dinner; on a tour near Bowne House, Koch receives a framed aerial view of 
the area from Shostal; Koch endorses state Sen. Joseph Addabbo in 2012; and Koch enjoys a laugh with Emily Scheuer and her husband, Rep. James Scheuer, at the latter’s 70th birthday in 1990. 

Photos by Walter Karling, Frank Nocerito, Christina Santucci, courtesy Peter Vallone Jr. and AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

BY JOE ANUTA

Thousands of mourn-
ers attended the funeral 
of late Mayor Ed Koch last 
week as the outspoken and 
charismatic lawmaker was 
remembered in Queens 
with both fondness and sad-
ness following his death at 
age 88.

Koch, who served as 
mayor from 1978-89, died 
from congestive heart fail-
ure at New York-Presby-
terian Hospital, Reuters 
reported.

Many borough law-
makers had close dealings 
with Koch, who took office 
during a tumultuous time 
in the city’s fiscal history, 
and many recalled his 
unique way of engaging the 
public.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) described 
campaigning with the ven-
erable lawmaker decades 
ago when they were bom-
barded by egg throwers in 
Manhattan. She apologized 
to Koch, but he was un-
fazed.

“He just smiled and 
turned to me and said,  
‘Not to worry, in my mind 

they’re all cheers!’”
The late mayor has 

been credited with pulling 
the city out of fiscal turmoil 
in the late 1970s and imbu-
ing the population with a 
sense of hope.

But it was also during 
Koch’s tenure that former 
Borough President Donald 
Manes was accused of over-
seeing graft and kickbacks 
that flowed in and out of 
Borough Hall. He later com-
mitted suicide. Cataloged in 
the nonfiction book, “City 
for Sale,” the city’s Parking 
Violations Bureau served 
as a main venue for the dis-
honesty that plagued the 
borough’s government. 

But that was not Koch’s 
enduring legacy in Queens, 
where he was remembered 
with great affection last 
week. 

Many recited some of 
Koch’s famous acerbic wit-
ticisms.

Former City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr., 
who served during part of 
Koch’s tenure, remembered 
the mayor saying: “If you 
agree with me nine out of 
12 times, vote for me. If you 

Continued on Page 49



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 8

-14
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
16

TL

BY REBECCA HENELY

In what is happily be-
coming a more common 
occurrence in the over-
crowded school districts 
of western Queens, elected 
and school officials met 
in Sunnyside last week 
to break ground on a new 
kindergarten-to-fifth-grade 
school.

PS 313,  which will be 
at 45-45 42nd St., will bring 
432 seats to School District 
24, the most overcrowded 
district in the entire city. It 
is expected to open in Sep-
tember 2014.

“This is a great day 
for Sunnyside,” said City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

The new $44 million, 
five-story school will be 
made up of two halves fac-
ing 42nd and 43rd streets 
with an early childhood 
playground in the center, 
said architect Gavin Mac-
rae-Gibson. The school will 
also include a cafeteria, a li-

brary, a dining room with a 
kitchen, a rooftop play area 
with a mesh enclosure for 
safety and a combination 
gym and auditorium room.

“It’s a full, state-of-the-
art, K-through-5 facility,” 
Macrae-Gibson said.

He said the facade of 
the building will be brick 
and constructed to resem-
ble the brick, multi-story 

residences that line 42nd 
and 43rd streets. A clock 
tower will be built on each 
side to distinguish it from 
its neighbors.

“The buildings here 
are very consistent street 
to street and this is a large, 
very important public 
building,” Macrae-Gibson 
said.

District 24 encompass-

es the neighborhoods of 
Sunnyside, Glendale, Mas-
peth, Ridgewood, Elmhurst 
and parts of Woodside and 
Corona.

Anthony Inzerillo, 
principal of PS 199, at 39-20 
48th Ave. in Sunnyside, said 
he hopes the opening of PS 
313 will alleviate some of 
the crowding at his school. 
While the main building is 

built for about 650 children, 
the school has 1,048 stu-
dents enrolled, with many 
of them being taught in 
annexes and transportable 
units.

“I’d like to thank your 
public officials for really 
making a day like this hap-
pen,” Inzerillo said.

Bill Kregal, of Com-
munity Education Council 

24, said getting the school a 
location and plans has been 
a five-year struggle.

“The primary goal was 
this, for the neighborhood 
children to have a neigh-
borhood school and today 
we’re seeing that happen,” 
he said.

PS 313 is the fifth 
school set to be built in Van 
Bramer’s Council district, 
which encompasses Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside and a small part 
of Maspeth. The others in-
clude IS/HS 404 in Hunters 
Point South, PS/IS 312 in 
Long Island City, an un-
named school in Woodside 
and an annex for PS 11.

“We still need more 
but we’ve done better than 
anywhere else in the city 
in the last few years,” said 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria).

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

AviatorCamps.comAviatorCamps.comAviatorCamps.com

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center

Construction starts on new Sunnyside school

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (second from r.) speaks with school and elected officials before a groundbreaking for a new school, 
PS 313, in Sunnyside. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Since 1972 Jamaica Ser-
vice Program for Older 
Adults (JSPOA) has pro-
vided services to seniors 
living in Southeast Queens.  
JSPOA currently operates 
and manages three senior 
centers: Theodora G. Jack-
son Adult Center, Rock-
away Blvd. Senior Center, 
and Friendship Neighbor-
hood Senior Center. 

JSPOA - Friendship 
Neighborhood Center 
(Friendship) is an inno-
vative and unique senior 
center. It is an adult day 
program with a focus on 
mental wellness in older 
adults. Friendship’s pro-
grams and services are 
designed for older adults 
(aged 60+) who are socially 
isolated and partially de-
pendent upon others for as-
sistance with activities of 
daily living. Friendship’s 
membership is diverse. 
Seniors benefiting from 
Friendship’s programs 
and services vary in eth-
nicity, culture, and socio-
economic status, physical, 
mental, and emotional 
abilities. 

Seniors benefiting 
from Friendship’s special-
ized programming are 
those living with anxiety, 
Alzheimer’s disease, de-
mentia, depression, devel-
opmental delays, chronic 
health problems, memory 
problems, and physical 
disability. Friendship’s 
supportive and structured 
environment enables men-
tally and physically frail 
participants to safely at-
tend reality oriented pro-
grams designed to pro-
mote their enjoyment of 
“normal” daily activities. 
Friendship integrates pro-
gramming initiatives that 
promote peer socializa-
tion with activities that 
enables participants to 
identify and build-up their 
strengths, enhance their 
functional abilities, while 
conjunctively stimulat-
ing and broadening their 
scope of reality. 

Friendship addresses 
the mental wellness needs 

of its participants with var-
ious programs. Some of the 
most popular and recur-
ring activities include com-
munity and city-wide out-
ings, health and hygiene 
presentations, cognitive 
and sensory-based activi-
ties,  recreational group ac-
tivities, holiday parties, 
community gardening, 
and nutrition workshops 
provided by  a certified 
NYS nutritionist. In ad-
dition to those programs, 
Friendship offers thera-
peutic services by way of 
its Art therapy, Caregiv-

ers Group, Men’s Group, 
Women’s Group, Smoking 
Cessation, Wellness Recov-
ery Action Plan Group, and 
Respite Program. 

Upon admission, the so-
cial work team (Licensed 
Master Social Worker and 
case manager) evaluates 
and assesses interested 
seniors for intake into 
JSPOA’s Friendship Neigh-
borhood Center. Once ad-
mitted, all participants 
receive continual assess-
ment as a means to keep 
current on all emotional, 
mental, and physical needs 

that are to be met. 
As with all of JSPOA’s 

senior centers, Friendship 
daily serves a nutritious 
breakfast and lunch. Also, 
transportation is provided 
for seniors who are unable 
to commute to and from 

Friendship Neighborhood 
Center. 

Some of our most en-
joyed trips include: MOMA, 
Radio City Music Hall, 
Central Park, Queens Zoo, 
Botanical Garden, The 
Moving Image Museum, 

Black Spectrum Theater, 
Green Meadows Farm, the 
MET Museum, and live 
sporting events! 

JSPOA Friendship 
Center, 92-47-170th Street, 
Jamaica, NY 11433, 718-
657-6540, www.jspoa.org

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

JSPOA Friendship Center
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY

BUY ONE HERO, 
GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

Lawmakers renew call for Lunar New Year school holiday
Newly elected Kim picks up where predecessor left off by proposing sixth incarnation of state bill

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of lawmakers is call-
ing for the Lunar New Year to be 
made a school holiday in the city, 
but the message has fallen on 
deaf ears in the state Legislature 
many times before.

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) recently intro-
duced a bill that would give city 
schoolchildren the day off on the 
first day of the Lunar New Year, 
the biggest holiday in East Asian 
countries, including China and 
Korea. The holiday is based on 
the lunar calendar and falls on a 
different day each year.

“New York is known through-
out the world for its vast diversity 
and some of the biggest cultural 
celebrations in the nation,” the 
newly elected assemblyman said 
in a statement. “Establishing the 
Asian Lunar New Year Day as 
a school holiday for all city and 
school districts with high Asian 
populations would help to estab-
lish an understanding and ap-

preciation for our many different 
cultures as well as this very im-
portant holiday.”

The state bill would apply 
to any city with a population of 
1 million or more, which is only 
New York City, and an Asian 
population of at least 7.5 percent, 
according to the bill.

This will not be the first 
time Albany considers the bill. 
It is the exact same piece of leg-
islation that has been introduced 
five times before since the 2005-06 
session, with only one of the bills 
having an extra clause in it, ac-
cording to state records. U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside) was be-
hind many of those efforts.

The city Department of Edu-
cation pegs the Asian student 
population at 15.7 percent in the 
city, although that statistic in-
cludes not only East Asian coun-
tries, but also people identifying 
themselves as South Asian and 
from the Indian Subcontinent.

The first day of the Lunar 
New Year means many empty 

seats in schools heavily attended 
by Asian-American students. 
For example, last year at PS 130 
in Manhattan, 80 percent of the 
students were absent, compared 
to a typical rate of around 2 per-
cent, according to the lawmakers, 

and currently those students are 
considered excused even though 
the absence is marked on their 
records. The DOE would not pro-
vide absence numbers for PS 20, a 
school in the heart of Flushing.

The department contends 

that students need as many days 
in the classroom as possible and 
that another holiday would take 
away precious time for learning.

“New York’s diversity has 
always been one of its greatest 
strengths, and with so many re-
ligions practiced throughout our 
city, we have to weigh additional 
school closings with the need to 
give our kids as much time in 
the classroom as possible — espe-
cially this year, as we recover lost 
time from Hurricane Sandy,” the 
department said in a statement.

But Kim and the co-spon-
sor of the bill, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D-Brooklyn), urged 
the DOE to create the holiday it-
self or to move its development 
day, a yearly scheduled day off, to 
the Lunar New Year so the chil-
dren will not be counted absent.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

State Sen. Daniel Squadron (c.) speaks about creating a Lunar New 
Year School holiday alongside Queens lawmakers and civic leaders. 

Photo courtesy Dan Squadron
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

When you’re a patient of Calvary, the choice is yours:
Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most 
unique and comprehensive.  For more than a century, 
it has been treating not only the physical pain, 
but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary 
eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time when 
people are most vulnerable, when attempting to 
move between home and hospital, or vice versa. 
Different from most other programs and services, 

Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the 
Calvary Family of Care”, they are cared for and 
guided to wherever and whenever they need to be...
whether in their own home, in a select nursing facility, 
or in our hospital. We hold their hands each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part 
of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and is just one more 
reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Laurelton considers historic-district designation
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Built as a planned com-
munity in the earlier part 
of the 20th century, Lau-
relton was notable for its 
variety of Colonial Revival-
style homes and landscaped 
center malls that stretch up 
and down several streets 
crisscrossing the neighbor-
hood.

Also notable is the fact 
that — for the most part 
— these features have re-
mained intact.

“Laurelton has a high 
degree of integrity,” said 
Paul Graziano, a consul-
tant working to have the 
neighborhood listed on the 
national and state historic 
registers.

Developed by state 
Sen. William Reynolds be-
ginning in the 1910s, Lau-
relton is a mix of row- and 
single-family detached 
homes in a variety of styles. 
During the warmer months 
when trees are in bloom, 

the landscaped malls lend 
the neighborhood a quiet, 
leafy feel.

“It’s quite unique to 
have these malls and there’s 
a competition among hom-
eowners to see who has the 
best malls,” said resident 
David Lucas. “Everyone 
practically takes care of the 
malls in the community.”

In 2008, the city rezoned 
Laurelton to limit high-
density development in the 
neighborhood. Around that 
time, Concerned Citizens 
of Laurelton President Kim 
Francis and Graziano, both 
members of the citywide 
Historic Districts Council 
advocacy group, worked to 
get the neighborhood ini-
tial eligibility for historic 
registry.

Roughly a third of the 
neighborhood, or about 
1,200 homes, is being con-
sidered for the district.

“The consensus is the 
majority of people in the 
Laurelton community are 

on board with this,” Fran-
cis said.

Once an in-depth study 
of the neighborhood is com-
plete, homeowners will 
have an opportunity to vote 
on whether or not to have 
the area listed on the state 
registry, and Graziano said 
that will almost certainly 
lead to a national designa-
tion.

Unlike designation by 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission, list-
ing on the registries places 
fewer restrictions on build-
ings as well as fewer protec-
tions.

The tools the LPC uses 
to preserve the integrity 
and character of a neigh-
borhood can be burden-
some to homeowners, such 
as requiring historically 
accurate materials to be 
used during repairs.

Listing on the regis-
tries is more of an honor-
ific designation. It does 
not provide protections to 

residential or commercial 
buildings, though simply 
being considered eligible 
for registration requires a 
state review if the city de-
cides to demolish one of its 
buildings, such as Laurel-
ton’s PS 156.

Being listed would 
make Laurelton eligible to 
receive federal and state 
monies to restore parts of 
the neighborhood, such as 
the malls city planner Rob-
ert Moses removed along 
four blocks of Francis Lew-
is Boulevard in order to in-
crease traffic flow.

“On those four blocks, 
we’d love to have those 
back,” Lucas said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Paul Graziano (l.) talks about a proposal to have part of 
Laurelton designated as a historical district. 

Photo courtesy Concerned Citizens of Laurelton

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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®

Containers may vary.  EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® and Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Make life a little sweeter.™

Brooklyn & Queens Locations
1557 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-451-3344

1357 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11216
718-622-3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd., 
Howard Beach, Queens 11414

718-848-3344

order early for special Valentine’s Day savings

we do the work

YOU BE
THE HERO

Jax Heights tour guide honors nabe’s best halal cart
Three foodies declare unnamed stand next to TD Bank on 74th Street superior to 2006 Vendy winner

BY REBECCA HENELY

To their surprise and con-
fusion, a vendy operating at 74th 
Street near 37th Avenue received 
a lamb-topped trophy last week 
for being the best halal food cart 
in the Roosevelt Avenue area of 
Jackson Heights.

Sunnyside resident Muham-
mad Alam, 33, and Woodside 
resident Nuris Laam, 28, could 
not say why their unnamed halal 
cart that sets up shop next to the 
TD Bank was named the best, but 
smiled for the cameras with Jeff 
Orlick, Rachel Antonio and Des-
mond Chow, who conducted the 
survey.

“These guys won hands down 
over everyone,” Orlick said.

Similar to Jewish kosher 
food, halal is cuisine made in ac-
cordance with Islamic law. Carts 
selling falafel, as well as chicken 
or lamb over rice, are widespread 
throughout the city. They are 
particularly popular in Jackson 
Heights, which boasts large Paki-

stani and Bangladeshi popula-
tions.

Orlick, who hosts tours of 
places to eat in Jackson Heights, 
characterized halal food carts as 
continuing the tradition of offer-
ing cheap, familiar food to the 
immigrant worker populations. 
He compared them to the hot dog 
stands once created for the Ger-
man immigrants and the Greek 
food trucks in the 1970s and ’80s.

“Halal food is the latest gen-
eration of what is for the workers 
here,” he said.

To determine the best halal 
food, Orlick, Antonio and Chow 
sampled 13 different food carts 
along Roosevelt Avenue near 74th 
and 82nd streets. While there 
were some other strong contend-
ers, like 2006 NYC Vendy Awards 
winner Sammy’s Halal Food, on 
Broadway and 73rd Street, the 
three said the cart on 74th was the 
clear winner.

“They were always consis-
tent,” Antonio said.

She described good halal 

food as evenly spiced as well as 
made from flavorful ingredients.

“The rice and the lamp and 

chicken should taste good regard-
less of the spices you bring to it,” 
she said.

Jojo Kaur, 19, of Elmhurst, 
said she stops at the stand in 
front of TD Bank about every two 
weeks after coming home from 
classes at the City College of New 
York in Manhattan.

“They actually have halal 
stands on my campus, but they’re 
OK,” Kaur said. “It’s not as good.”

Alam and Laam said while 
their stand did not have a name, 
their parent company, 39th Street 
Wholesale Depot, also runs a 
stand on Queens Boulevard near 
88th Street in Elmhurst.

Orlick said the tasters may 
look into trying the other loca-
tion.

“Maybe this is not over,” he 
said.

Orlick said he plans to do a 
similar “Momo Crawl,” which 
will rate the Nepalese dumplings 
sold in the same area.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Muhammad Alam (l.) and Nuris Laam were given a lamb-topped trophy for being 
the best halal cart in Jackson Heights. Photo courtesy Jeff Orlick
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Springfi eld Gds. man guilty 
of killing girlfriend, toddler

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Springfield Gardens man faces 
life in prison after he was convicted last 
week of strangling his pregnant girlfriend 
and then lighting a deadly fire inside her 
apartment that killed her 2-year-old son as 
he slept.

Jimmy Humphrey, 26, will face 50 
years to life in prison when he is sentenced 
in March for killing Linda Anderson in 
July 2010 and then, in an attempt to hide 
his crime, setting fire to the apartment 
where her son, Ayden Hayes, was sleeping, 
Queens District Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

“The defendant stands convicted of 
strangling to death the mother of his un-
born child and, without regard for human 
life, attempting to cover up his crime by 
intentionally setting fire to her home, 
thereby taking another innocent life,” 
Brown said. “Under the circumstances, 
his conviction warrants the imposition of 
a lengthy prison term to punish him and 
protect society.”

Anderson, 25, was pregnant with Hum-
phrey’s child, and on July 13 he got into an 

altercation with her inside her St. Albans 
apartment, Brown said.

Humphrey later told police he grabbed 
the pregnant woman by her throat and 
shoved her to the floor before hitting her 
with a bottle of alcohol, according to the 
DA.

Afterward, he used Anderson’s light-
er to set her couch ablaze, even though he 
knew her son was sleeping in the apart-
ment, then ran home and laid down before 
calling 911 to report the fire, Brown said.

When firefighters arrived around 4:30 
a.m., they found Anderson’s burnt body 
and her son inside the apartment. Ayden 
was taken to the hospital where he was 
pronounced dead due to smoke inhalation, 
and the medical examiner ruled Anderson 
died as a result of neck compression, the 
DA said.

After a four-week trial before Queens 
Supreme Court Justice Gregory Lasak, 
Humphrey was convicted on four counts of 
second-degree murder and one count each 
of first and second-degree arson, first-de-
gree reckless endangerment and tamper-
ing with physical evidence.

Lasak set sentencing for March 6.

Contractor at JFK stole 
employees’ wages: AG

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A contractor at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport was arrested last week 
for allegedly stealing more than $100,000 
in wages owed to his union employees and 
concealing the haul in the bank account 
of a Florida company he ran, authorities 
said. 

Leonid Fridman, owner of the Brook-
lyn-based Millennium Commercial Corp., 
had received a contract from the Port Au-
thority to perform tile work in 2009 and 
2010 during the renovation of the airport’s 
TWA Flight Center.

Under the terms of the contract and 
state labor laws, Fridman was required to 
pay more than $50 an hour to his Laborers 
and Mason Tenders employees and more 
than $70 an hour to employees in the Tile 
Setters union.

According to the state attorney gen-
eral’s office, Fridman paid his workers the 
prevailing wages and then allegedly forced 
them to cash their checks at his bank and 
kick back their earnings. The employees 
ended up with only $10 to $30 an hour for 
their work, the AG’s office said.

To cover his trail, Fridman allegedly 
filed false, certified payroll reports and hid 
more than $100,000 of the ill-gotten cash 
into the account of a Florida company he 
controlled, according to the AG’s office. 

“Mr. Fridman not only stole state 
dollars from his own workers, but he de-
manded kickbacks and laundered money 
to cover his tracks.” Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman said. “My office will con-
tinue to take action, including filing crimi-
nal charges, against employers who violate 
New York’s labor laws, steal taxpayer dol-
lars and violate the public trust.”

Fridman, 60, was arraigned Friday 
and faces charges of grand larceny and 
money laundering as well as 52 counts of 
falsifying business records and offering a 
false instrument for filing.

The state’s prevailing wage law re-
quires government contractors to pay 
their employees  wages comparable to local 
norms.

Port Authority Inspector General 
Robert Van Etten said the arrest will put 
contractors on notice that the agency will 
not tolerate wage fraud.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

BY STEVE MOSCO

New York lawmakers 
want more hurricane relief 
funds to go to small busi-
nesses.

Members of the U.S. 
House Committee on Small 
Business wrote to the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration this week, calling 
for a greater share of Hur-
ricane Sandy-related fed-
eral contracts.

Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Ridgewood), the ranking 
Democrat on the commit-
tee, said the federal govern-
ment is not doing enough to 
help smaller firms recover 
from the October storm.

“Employing locally 
owned, small businesses 
for Sandy recovery projects 
creates a win-win situa-
tion,” she said. “Not only 
will these firms perform 
quality work, but when they 

receive federal contracts, 
they hire from within the 
community, helping rein-
vigorate our local econo-
mies.”

In a letter to the SBA, 
Velazquez, along with Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside) 
said federal law calls for 
agencies to channel 23 per-

cent of rebuilding contracts 
to small firms, but current-
ly only 15 percent of Sandy-
related contracts have gone 
to these badly in-need busi-
nesses.

In addition to goals for 
small firms, federal law in-
cludes a number of targets 
for other disadvantaged 

businesses, such as those 
owned by women, veterans 
and minorities. But Ve-
lazquez and Meng said that 
to date, those businesses 
are also not receiving their 
share of Sandy-related re-
covery projects.

Last month, the SBA 
pledged greater access to 

federal contracting oppor-
tunities for women-owned 
small businesses as a result 
of an SBA federal contract 
program.

“Small businesses 
from across New York were 
devastated by the wrath of 
Hurricane Sandy, and en-
suring that they fully re-
cover remains a top priority 
of mine in Congress,” Meng 
said. “Small businesses are 
the backbone of our econo-
my and our region’s pros-
perity is dependent on their 
success. I urge the SBA to 
do everything in its power 
to get small businesses back 
up to speed, and making 
certain that they receive 
a greater share of Sandy-
related contracts would be 
a major shot in the arm to-
wards accomplishing that 
critical goal.”

Last week Congress 
approved and President 
Barack Obama signed into 
law a $50.5 billion aid pack-
age for states affected by 
Hurricane Sandy. This leg-
islation includes funding 

for construction and infra-
structure projects, many of 
which Velazquez said are 
well-suited for small busi-
ness participation.

“With President 
Obama’s enactment of the 
$50.5 billion Sandy assis-
tance package last week, we 
have to redouble our efforts 
to make sure that small 
firms are at the center of 
these efforts and not an af-
terthought,” she said. “This 
means increasing outreach 
to local small businesses, 
enforcing subcontracting 
requirements and using 
all of the tools available 
to channel more contracts 
to New York City’s small 
firms.”

In the three months 
since Sandy hit the North-
east last October, the SBA 
has approved more than 
$1.1 billion in disaster loans 
to 16,800 residents and 
businesses in the federally 
declared states affected by 
the storm.

Velazquez, Meng want bigger share of Sandy cleanup for small biz

Lawmakers want small contracting firms to have a hand in rebuilding much of what was lost during 
Hurricane Sandy.

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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TL Department fi nes crane operator in LIC collapse
BY REBECCA HENELY

The city Department of 
Buildings issued $132,800 
in fines last week to the op-
erator, site safety manager 
and property owner in a 
January Long Island City 
crane collapse.

“Cranes are complex 
pieces of equipment that 
serve as the driving force 
of any major construction 
project,” DOB Commission-
er Robert LiMandri said in 
a statement. “They must 
be properly operated and 
maintained, and when that 
fails to occur, there can be 
serious consequences.”

The accident, which 
left seven workers in-
jured, occurred Jan. 9 at a 
construction site at 46-10 
Center Blvd. behind Long 
Island City’s iconic Pepsi-
Cola sign. The DOB later 
said it discovered through 
a preliminary investiga-
tion that the crane opera-
tor, Paul Greer, had tried to 

lift 23,900 pounds with the 
15-foot mobile boom crane, 
which is more than double 
its weight capacity.

The DOB issued a 
stop-work order for the site 
last month and suspended 
Greer’s Hoist Machine Op-
erator Class B license.

The construction was 
for the East Coast Long Is-

land City complex, a luxury 
residential development by 
TF Cornerstone.

In the violations is-
sued last week, Greer and 
the licensed operator for 
the crane — Cross Country 
Construction LLC, of Elms-
ford, N.Y. — were cited for 
five of the DOB’s Envi-
ronmental Control Board 

violations. These included 
operating a crane unsafely, 
not inspecting the equip-
ment, failing to conform 
the work to the approved 
construction documents, 
not keeping all people and 
property safe during con-
struction and not posting 
a proper load chart for the 
boom crane, the DOB said.

These five violations 
accounted for $64,000 of the 
$132,800 in penalties issued 
as a result of the collapse.

TF Cornerstone and 
Arthur Covelli, the site 
safety manager, and TF 
Cornerstone also each re-
ceived an Environmental 
Control Board violation for 
not safeguarding all people 

and property during the op-
erations.

“In this case, neither 
the crane operator nor his 
supervisors made sure the 
operation was being per-
formed according to ap-
proved plans,” LiMandri 
said.

The Maspeth-based 
New York Crane & Equip-
ment Co., owned by James 
Lomma, leased the crane to 
Cross Country. Lomma had 
been charged with man-
slaughter after a 2008 crane 
collapse on Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side but was 
acquitted of the charges in 
2012.

Neither he or his com-
pany was issued violations 
in the Long Island City 
crane collapse.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The Department of Buildings issued 12 violations in a January crane collapse in Long Island City.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Federally insured by NCUA

* 360 monthly payments of $4.77 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up 
to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, 
the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage 
Insurance). Rates in effect as of 01/28/2013. Rates and terms may change without 
notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New 
York. Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. 
Membership is required. 

Call 212-238-3521 or visit 
nymcu.org to apply today.

Home sweet 
home just got  
a little sweeter.

3 0  Y E A R
 F I X E D  R AT E

4.000%

4.170%
Rate*

APR*

Don’t wait another day. 
Get an MCU  

mortgage today.

Loan specialists to guide you through  
the loan process

 First time homebuyers education program 

Refinancing and Home Equity  
Loans available

For more
information,
scan 
the code.

First Lunar New Year parade
set to hit streets of Elmhurst

BY JOE ANUTA

The Year of the Snake is nearly upon 
us, and Queens is crawling with Lunar 
New Year cultural shows, performances, 
parades and food.

The Lunar New Year is the biggest 
holiday in many East Asian countries like 
China and Korea. Millions board packed 
trains in China to travel home for the 
holidays and spend time with family and 
loved ones. Each year is associated with a 
different animal — one of the 12 creatures 
in the Chinese zodiac calendar. Last year 
marked the ultra-auspicious Year of the 
Dragon, which is considered the luckiest of 
the bunch.

The Year of the Snake, however, is not 
nearly as popular. 

In fact, according to Peter Tu, chair-
man of the Lunar New Year Festival Com-
mittee, some people instead refer to it as 
the Year of the Small Dragon, since asso-
ciations with the slithering animal are not 
always positive.

The snake celebrations will kick off 
Feb. 9 this year, and the borough has plenty 
to offer.

Saturday, the eve of the 15-day holi-

day’s start, a Lunar New Year parade will 
march though Elmhurst. The event is orga-
nized by City Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights).

The festivities will begin at 11 a.m. at 
Clement Clarke Moore Homestead Park, at 
Broadway and 45th Avenue, the same loca-
tion where the march will kick off at 11:30 
a.m. The procession, led by newly elected 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) will 
then continue west along Broadway to St. 
James’s Episcopal Church, at 84-07 Broad-
way, where there will be a fair showcasing 
services offered to the community.

Then on Sunday, the first day of the 
holiday, the Lunar New Year committee 
will host performances and a cultural ba-
zaar on the second floor of Queens Cross-
ing in Flushing. Expect dancers in colorful 
dragon costumes and traditional drums. 
Nearby, Flushing Town Hall will host 
traditional dancers from China, Korea 
and Taiwan, but also India, Colombia and 
America. Later in the afternoon, the hall 
will open its exhibit of Chinese folk art on 
loan from the Taipei Cultural Center in 
Taiwan.
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HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

Start The 
New Year 
Right!

HOME CAPITAL GROUP INC.

Approvals and Excellent rates 
and terms available. 
Trouble credit okay. 

Call today, pre-qualify with no obligation.

1888.613.6446

Pay off your 
credit card bills 
and make one low 
monthly payment 
with an affordable 
loan from

Police hunt for suspect wanted 
in Queensbridge bodega slay

BY STEVE MOSCO

Police released surveillance video of 
the gun-toting thug who shot and killed an 
Upper West Side man in front of a Queens-
bridge bodega Saturday night.

Francisco Leal, 27, was found with a 
gunshot wound in his chest on the corner 
of 21st Street and 41st Avenue at about 9:30 
p.m., according to the NYPD. The video 
released by the NYPD shows the gunman 
raising his hand in a firing motion, then 
turning and fleeing with an accomplice.

Leal was taken to Mount Sinai Queens 
in Astoria, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

No arrests had been made as of 
Wednesday night, according to a statement 
from the NYPD, which said the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Outside the bodega, a cardboard box 
had been set up as a makeshift memorial 
for Leal by Sunday afternoon. Seven lit 
candles had been placed inside the box, 
which was inscribed with messages.

One was addressed “To my baby 
brother.” 

Police said Leal had an arrest record 
that included burglary, possession of a con-
trolled substance, grand larceny and wit-

ness intimidation. He had been on parole 
since November.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail 
at smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Police Tuesday released surveillance 

images of one of two teens who allegedly 
stabbed three others on a Jamaica subway 
platform a day earlier..

Around 3:30 Monday afternoon, a 
fight broke out on the J train platform at 
the Parsons-Archer subway station be-
tween two groups of teenagers, police said. 
While it was not clear who initiated the 
altercation, the three victims were taken 
to Jamaica Hospital with stab wounds and 
the two suspects took off on foot, according 
to the NYPD.

One of the images put out by the police 
was of a male described as Hispanic.

The station was shut down for about 
half an hour, with E train service return-
ing around 4 p.m. and service on the J line 
suspended until 8:30 p.m. Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority employees were 
advising passengers to ride an E train one 
stop to the Sutphin Boulevard station and 
transfer to the J, but warned there would 
be delays. At first it was believed the fight 
may have involved an iPhone, but police 
later dismissed that rumor.

Maria Lopez was on her way home to 
Brooklyn from Jamaica’s Workforce1 Cen-
ter and said it was “crazy” to think anyone 
would attack another person for a phone.

“I can’t believe it. Someone was 
stabbed for an iPhone? That’s very bad,” 
she said.

“I’m scared when I see young people 
around,” the 54-year-old added. “You never 
know who’s going to be the crazy person 
who will put you on the tracks.”

The downtown Jamaica subway sta-

tion bustles, especially during rush hour 
and as students from nearby York College 
head home.

Student Kelvin Mata, 18, said he had 
never heard of anyone being attacked for a 
cellphone, but said he was still cautious on 
the subway nonetheless, wary about tak-
ing out his electronic devices.

His friend, Travis Dorville, said he did 
not think twice about it.

“But now that you mention that hap-
pened ... ,” he said, putting away his white 
iPhone.

Rocking a set of the coveted Beats by 
Dre headphones — which can cost upward 
of $400 — Jamaal Reed said he absolutely 
kept an eye out while riding the subway.

“You don’t stand too close to the doors 
because people will just snatch and run,” 
he said. “You keep the volume down and 
just be aware.”

In September, a Woodhaven woman 
was arrested for allegedly pulling out a 
knife and slashing two passengers as they 
rode the escalator up from the J train plat-
form.

Police are looking for a teenager wanted in con-
nection with a stabbing incident on the J train 
platform in Jamaica earlier this week. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Three teenagers stabbed 
in Jamaica subway station

Police are looking for a gunman wanted for kill-
ing a Manhattan man in Queensbridge. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Nat Valentine
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COMING SURGE OF

ALZHEIMER’S CASES 
                       IN MINORITIES

Within two decades’ time, Al-
zheimer’s Association research 
shows, the degenerative brain dis-
ease will grow in minority popula-
tions in the United States.

More than 5.4 million people in 
the United States have Alzheimer’s 
today, and that number is expected 
to increase to 14 million as the baby-
boom generation ages.

Projected racial and ethnic dis-
parities are pronounced across the 
nation: although more than 80 per-
cent of the Alzheimer’s cases diag-
nosed in 2006 occurred in the white 
population, the American Medical 
Association says that number is ex-
pected to drop to 60 percent by 2050 
— because of the proportional rise 
in the number of minority cases.

Minority groups can face unique 
challenges in the diagnosis and 
treatment of dementia, experts say.

Values shared by many groups 
across ethnic lines — reverence for 
elders and respect for family — can 
stand in the way of seeking help. In 
some minority groups, the elderly 
are less likely to have easy access to 
healthcare. Language can prove a 
barrier to early, accurate diagnosis. 
As in the white community, so can 
fear and stigma.

But the coming Alzheimer’s surge 
creates urgency to overcome obsta-
cles that have traditionally caused 
some minority communities to be 
reluctant to plan for the future that 
millions of their elders will face.

“There absolutely is a need to 
talk about Alzheimer’s in the minor-
ity community,” said Edie Yau, di-
versity director for the Alzheimer’s 
Association of Northern California. 
“But there are also cultural barriers 
and just pure stigma.”

Researchers know that ordinary 
memory loss is far different from 
the profound loss of self that Al-
zheimer’s can involve. People with 
Alzheimer’s can undergo behavioral 
changes, including agitation and de-
pression. They can lose their ability 
to walk, and even to eat.

Continued on Page 32
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Across ethnic and racial 
lines, the greatest risk factor 
for Alzheimer’s is, simply, 
old age. Deaths from heart 
disease and most cancers 
have consistently decreased, 
leading to longer lives — and 
a consequent rise in Alzheim-
er’s and dementia cases.

Aging minority popula-
tions can face particular 
risks.

Heart health tends to sup-
port brain health in the later 
years, for example — yet sta-
tistics show that older adults 
in many minority communi-
ties have high rates of hyper-
tension and diabetes, which 
in turn raise the likelihood 
of vascular problems and de-
mentia.

And out-of-date cultural 
standards can prevent fam-
ilies from seeking help.

It has taken time for fam-
ily members in some com-
munities to absorb the les-
son that respecting elders 

means seeking a diagnosis, 
not avoiding one.

“It’s a slow, incremental 
process,” said Yau. “Even 
now, we’re going into Afri-
can-American churches and 
community centers, trying 
to provide information.”

After three years, the 
Bridge to Healthy Families 
project — a partnership of 
the Asian Community Center 
and the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion — has brought education 
sessions on family caregiv-
ing to several thousand Sac-
ramentans, said chief execu-
tive offi cer Donna Yee.

“We’ve gone to every 
civic and church organi-
zation we know of in our 
community,” she said. 
“And we’re fi nding that’s 
increased the number of 
family members willing to 
use our social day respite 
program and engage their 
siblings as a team.”

The slow pace of change 
means that in many com-
munities, elders tend not to 
be diagnosed until the dis-
ease has progressed to mid- 
or late-stage.

National Institute on 
Aging research shows that 
Latinos tend to experience 
Alzheimer’s symptoms six 
years earlier than other 
ethnic groups — at age 67 as 
opposed to 73 — but are less 
likely to receive an early di-
agnosis.

“Our healthcare system 
needs to be structured to 
provide quality care for a 
growing number of ethnici-
ties,” said Dr. Ladson Hin-
ton, a geriatric psychiatrist 
at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, Alzheimer’s 
Disease Center. “Often, the 
symptoms of dementia get 
attached to other things.”

Delayed diagnosis often 
means that the best chance 
for families to educate 
themselves and make plans 
to care for their aging loved 
ones is delayed, as well.

With early diagnosis, 
medications can help fore-
stall decline in some pa-
tients, giving them time to 
understand their illness 
and have a say in planning 
their own future. — Anita 

Creamer / Sacramento Bee

Continued from Page 31

Alzheimer’s
ELDERCARE TODAY
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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ELDERCARE TODAY

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Today’s families are more 
geographically diverse than ever 
before. Whereas it was once com-
mon for families to remain in the 
same city or state for generations, 
nowadays families routinely 
spread out across the country, if 
not the world. Thanks to techno-
logical advancements that make 
it easier than ever before to stay 
in touch, families today can still 
thrive and stay close even if they 
live hundreds, if not thousands, of 
miles away from one another.

One issue facing many fami-
lies that have chosen to spread 
out is how to help Mom and Dad 
when they reach the age where 
they need their adult children’s 
help. While this wasn’t a problem 
for the families of yesteryear, it is 
a genuine concern for adults who 
live far away from their parents. 
Fortunately, there are ways to 
be there for your elderly parents 
even when you can’t physically be 
there for them.

• Speak to your parents 

about what they need. While 
some parents might not be able to 
realistically assess their needs, 
children should speak to their 
parents when making decisions 
about their care. Adults who live 
far away from their parents might 
not know exactly what their par-
ents need, so discuss the problems 
they might be having on a day-to-
day basis to determine the level of 
care or assistance they will need.

• Examine fi nances. Manag-
ing money is often diffi cult for se-
niors who have had an accident or 
are dealing with a serious medical 
condition. Seniors might forget to 
pay bills or be struggling to man-
age money with the escalating 
costs of prescription medications 
and health care in general.

To help avoid missed bills, 
adult children can utilize on-
line bill paying offered by many 
banks, wherein bills are automat-
ically paid each month on their 
due date by simply being deducted 
from a given account. Adult chil-

dren can also consult a 
fi nancial adviser to de-
velop a plan that allows 
seniors access to their 
money while ensuring it 
will still be there when 
they need it.

• Research commu-

nity resources. Many 
communities provide 
adequate resources for 
the elderly who might 
be incapacitated or 
otherwise need assis-
tance. Programs such 
as Meals on Wheels can 
be a great assistance to 
long-distance caregivers 
concerned about their 
elderly parents. People 
can consult with the Department 
of Health and Human Services or 
visit www.Eldercare.gov and use 
their eldercare locator to fi nd lo-
cal agencies designed to help older 
persons and their families access 
community-based services includ-
ing transportation, meal delivery 

and homecare.
• Stay in touch with seniors’ 

physicians. One way to monitor 
elderly parents from far away is to 
keep in frequent contact with their 
physicians. Discuss the situation 
with your parents’ physicians in 
person, and ask to be kept abreast 

of any changes in their health that 
might require altering their daily 
routines or homecare schedules.

For additional tips or infor-
mation on helping elderly par-
ents from afar, visit the U.S. Ad-
ministration on Aging website at 
www.aoa.gov.

Helping elderly parents or relatives from afar
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TLBoro residents may get city help removing mold
BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Some Queens hom-

eowners who are battling 
mold after Hurricane Sandy 
ravaged their houses may 
see some relief through a 
new $15 million initiative 
sponsored by the Mayor’s 
Fund to Advance New York 
City and two nonprofits 
helping with recovery ef-
forts .  But some borough 
houses of worship contend 
the plan falls short.

The program, which 
will be administered by 
Neighborhood Revital-
ization NYC and funded 
through private donations 
made to the Mayor’s Fund, 
the American Red Cross 
and the Robin Hood Foun-
dation, will remove mold in 
about 2,000 homes in neigh-
borhoods hit hardest by the 
storm.

It will also run work-
shops in affected communi-
ties to teach homeowners 
and relief volunteers how 
to get rid of mold and will 
hand out thousands of free 
mold supply kits.

“Although mold is not 
a serious health threat for 
most people, it is important 
to remove it properly to 
avoid its return,” said city 
Department of Health Com-

missioner Thomas Farley. 
“These efforts will help 
many affected New Yorkers 
to do that.”

Some Far Rockaway 
residents said their homes 
were overtaken by mold at 
a news conference held by 
labor union members in 
January, while some medi-
cal professionals at the con-
ference said they had seen 
mold problems at homes 

across the peninsula fol-
lowing the storm.

But a network of more 
than 50 houses of worship 
in the borough, Queens 
Congregations United for 
Action, said the initiative 
might barely make a dent 
in the total number of hous-
es that need help.0

“Based on what we’ve 
heard from people living in 
the communities hardest 

hit by Sandy, the mayor’s 
promise to address mold in 
2,000 homes is only a start,” 
said QCUA Executive Di-
rector Joseph McKellar.

“Mayor Bloomberg 
has said there are as many 
as 80,000 homes with water 
damage in New York City 
as a result of Sandy, so it’s 
critical that this program 
be significantly expanded 
to address the serious 
threat that mold presents 
to the health and safety of 
many Sandy victims,” he 
said.

Mold can be hazard-
ous to people with weak-
ened immune systems or 
chronic diseases, and it can 
worsen conditions such as 
asthma.

Although residents 
may use aid from the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency for mold cleanup, 
the federal government 
does not directly fund mold 
remediation and does not 
reimburse the city for the 
cost of removing mold in 

homes.
The mayor’s office 

said homes with the high-
est need for mold remedia-
tion will be referred to the 
program by local officials 
and nonprofits engaged in 
recovery efforts. The pro-
gram will be free to hom-
eowners who receive help 
and mold cleanup will be 
performed by private con-
tractors and nonprofits.

State Assemblyman 
Philip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) praised the program, 
saying some residents were 
struggling to pay for pric-
ey mold remediation, and 
cleanup was being carried 
out improperly in some 
cases.

“Now with the sum-
mer season approaching, 
mold can have a very dan-
gerous effect on our health 
and environment,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Mold is visible in the walls of a Broad Channel home. Photo by Christina Santucci
SUPERSTORM 

SANDY
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Queensborough Com-
munity College kicked off 
Black History Month with 
revelry as talented per-
formers graced the stage 
at the school’s performing 
arts center Saturday.

With City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) and a bevy of un-
announced guests, attend-
ees swelled with African-
American pride as the 
jovial celebration filled the 
auditorium.

“This has been a his-
toric time for people of col-
or throughout the country,” 
said Comrie, who hosted 
the event at 222-05 56th Ave. 
in Bayside. “With the an-
nual celebration of Black 
History upon us, and hav-
ing just witnessed Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s sec-
ond inauguration, we must 
take this time to reflect on 
where we came from, envi-
sion where we are headed 
and celebrate those who 

sacrificed so much to get us 
to where we are today.”

And celebrating this 
occasion with Comrie were 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), city Comptrol-
ler John Liu, former city 
Comptroller Bill Thomp-
son, Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer 
and community activist 
Donald Clarke, who acted 
as master of ceremonies.

“When I was a kid, we 
had one week to celebrate 
our heritage and it was 
called Negro Week,” he 
said. “I’d say we’ve come 
quite a distance.”

Clarke introduced the 
event’s keynote speaker, 
journalist and radio pio-
neer Bob Slade as a “dis-
tinctive voice and music 
historian.” Clarke was not 
exaggerating as Slade in 
his radio-ready delivery 
told the story of a small 
African-American run re-
cord label out of Indiana 
that wielded a surprising 
amount of influence over 

the music industry in the 
1950s and ’60s.

Slade explained that 
Vee-Jay Records, started 
by husband and wife team 
Vivian Carter and James 
C. Bracken, grew from tiny 
to tremendous after sign-
ing acts such as John Lee 
Hooker, The Spaniels and 
The Dells.

But surprisingly, most 
of their success came from 

their involvement with 
two of the biggest rock’n’ 
roll acts of the early ’60s: 
The Four Seasons and The 
Beatles.

The Four Seasons 
signed with Vee-Jay, but 
the record label merely 
acquired the rights to The 
Beatles’ early records and 
released them to lukewarm 
response in the fall of 1962. 
But when the British inva-

sion hit the states in 1964, 
Vee-Jay was suddenly sit-
ting on a gold mine.

“Here you have two 
people who had a dream 
and through persistent and 
dogged determination lived 
that dream,” he said. “We 
need to teach our young 
people that they have to go 
out and get that dream. It’s 
not just going to fall into 
their lap.”

Slade, the morning 
newsman at Kiss FM for 
more than 30 years until 
the station switched format 
and he moved to WBLS, 
said the story of Vee-Jay 
records is not only a tale 
of African-American suc-
cess — it is also a caution-
ary one.

“The African-Amer-
ican community tends 
to close the door behind 
them when they make it,” 
he said. “This has to stop. 
Leave that door open a bit 
for others to follow.”

Plenty of young per-
formers knocking on the 

door of success were also 
on hand. The first per-
formance starred about a 
dozen young women from 
the Kerri Edge School of 
the  Arts, at 217-12 Merrick 
Blvd. in Laurelton, who 
athletically buzzed around 
the stage in a number cel-
ebrating the rights of black 
women.

The event also fea-
tured saxophonist Ran-
dolph Smith; vocalist Crys-
tal Smith; dancer Bianca 
Johnson, from St. Albans 
Baptist Church; youngsters 
from PS 176 in Cambria 
Heights; a jazz performance 
by Joe’s Music School in Ja-
maica; and singer James 
“Ajax” Baynard.

Black History Month 
will continue at Queens-
borough with “Black Stars 
of the Great White Way” 
Feb. 17.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

FEELING RECESSED AND DEPRESSED?
Come on over any Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
evening and get a President steak for only...... 

$16.95

THE WHITE HOUSE 
10-24 154 Street, Whitestone, NY 11357 

 718.746.1111 whitehouserestaurant.com

Feel like a million $$ one bite of this lightly blackened 
NY shell steak loaded with sauteed mushrooms and 
onions will bring you back to your self!  Served with 
roasted red potatoes and creamed spinach. 
Sorry, not available for take out or sharing.

Unbelievable! ITALY
Alitalia Non-Stop, 
via JFK
4 Star Hotels, 
All Meals
Rome, Florence 
Venice, Tuscany

Call Now 800-525-5009 for color brochure 

NATIONAL TRAVEL VACATIONS, INC. 
The Custom Tour Operator since 1986

Fully 
Escorted Tour

Randolph Smith treats the crowd to smooth saxophone playing 
reminiscent of Louis Armstrong. Photo by Steve Mosco

Radio pioneer helps QCC celebrate Black History month
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If you heart someone, ex-
press your love on Valentine’s 
Day.

As Feb. 14 draws near 
chubby Cupid and his fellow 
cherubim seem to be popping up 
everywhere.  All thanks to King 
Henry VIII of England, who 
nominated Saint Valentine so he 
would spread the love.

Many Queens shop owners 
have been heralding Cupid’s ar-
rival by stocking store shelves 
with decorative chocolate heart 
boxes, plush teddy bears and 
cutesy gifts and cards.  Here 
and there local restaurants are 
prepping to offer special menus, 
while florists are busy arrang-
ing gorgeous (spelled “pricey”) 
bouquets of roses. 

 Did you know? 
 Feb. 14 is the most im-

portant holiday for florists, ac-
counting for about 32 percent 
of annual sales.  Approximately 
one billion Valentine cards are 
exchanged each year — the larg-
est seasonal card-selling occa-
sion after Christmas.

Most Valentine’s Day cards 
(83 percent) are purchased by 
women; the rest by men. Half of 
all consumers prefer to receive 
a humorous Valentine, followed 
by a romantic greeting (31per-
cent) and then a more risque 
card (8.2 percent). 

In the United States, Miss 
Esther Howland is given credit 
for sending the first valentine 

cards. (Commercial valen-
tines were introduced in the 
1800s).

Pink is said to be connected 
with Saint Valentine, whose 
burial may have caused the 
pink almond tree to blossom. 
The color of the heart, red, is a 
symbol of warmth and feeling, 
while white symbolizes purity 
and faith.

But red also symbolizes the 
color of blood.

CHICAGO - Feb. 14, 1929 
-- The St. Valentine’s Day Mas-
sacre

Popular mobster and for-
mer New Yorker Al Capone cel-
ebrated V-Day by allegedly or-

dering hits on seven members of 
the George “Bugs” Moran North 
Siders gang. 

A media frenzy ensued, fo-
cusing on the organized-crime 
boss and his illegal Prohibition-
era activities. The feds redou-
bled their efforts and eventually 
found enough incriminating ev-
idence (like tax evasion) to take 
Capone off the streets. Eventu-
ally, he wound up in the slam-
mer at Alcatraz but was released 
after only 6 1/2 years.

Traditional or not?
Since Saint Valentine is no 

longer considered just the pa-
tron saint of martyred and pas-

sionate lovers, friends, 
parents, kids and everyone 
in between can equally enjoy 
hearting each other. Even pets. 
(Approximately 3 percent of pet 
owners will give a Valentine’s 
Day gift to their pet).

Gifts!
Life may be like a box of 

chocolates, but enlightened Val-
entine’s Day progressives have 
come to realize that just a pretty, 
red heart-shaped box of assorted 
chocolates won’t cut it in 2013.

So heed this warning:  if 
you haven’t already, you should 
check out jewelry and depart-

Valeria Morales, 4, 
of Richmond HIll shows 
off her Valentine’s Day 

card during an event at Jamaica
Center for Arts & Learning.

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40
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BY JACOB DILSON

Hell Gate Social in Long 
Island City has an unassuming 
exterior: The metal front has no 
windows, and even event coordi-
nator April Rose Lucas likens it 
to a “closed garage door.” A step 
inside, however, reveals a can-
dlelit bar with surreal wall por-
traits and a front-room screen for 
films or music videos. The bar 
maintains this low-key image to 
make people seek them out. 

One such person is singer 
and songwriter LiLi Roquelin, 
who premiered the music video 
for her song “Thank You” on Jan. 
31.  

Those who stopped by the 
barroom located at 12-21 Astoria 
Blvd., after 9:30 p.m. were treated 
to live selections from her album 
“Beautiful Sun” before the video. 
Her skill range was on full dis-
play as she both sang and played 
the piano – “Thank You” was the 
night’s grand finale.    

“I try not to take anything 
for granted,” said the slender, 
dark-haired artist. “When you’re 

grateful, you are truly happy 
because you consider your glass 
full. I want this song to reflect 
that.”  

Her latest creation is a 
5-minute declaration of freedom 
and gratitude, notably stress-
ing everybody’s right “to what 
the heart wants.” The Thursday 
night bar crowd grew silent as 
Roquelin filled the room with 
her message. Whenever the art-
ist is asked what she is thankful 
for, she thinks back on her life’s 
journey.

Roquelin was born in Tou-
lon, France, to a musical family: 
When she and her sister were 
growing up, her father played 
guitar in a cover band for wed-
dings and summer festivals. She 
did not play any instruments as 
a child, but singing always came 
naturally. At the age of 4, her 
father recorded her singing a 
French children’s song. To this 
day, she is impressed when she 
listens to it and is convinced she 
was born with her father’s ears. 

“I never had to teach myself 
to sing in tune or have a musical 

ear,” said Roquelin. “It was just 
there.”

Despite Roquelin’s talent, 
moving forward in her home 
country was difficult. She found 
French musical education there 
to be very limited and biased to-
ward record-spinning DJs. As 
a result, she gravitated towards 
English music in middle school, 
specifically The Beatles and 
Abba. 

Despite this love of “Brit-
pop,” Roquelin always leaned 
toward American music and cul-
ture. A childhood love of Mari-
lyn Monroe became a fascination 
with Western artistic culture, 
and she decided it was the best 
place to launch her musical ca-
reer.  

Roquelin first moved to 
Cleveland. There, she further 
developed her singing and song-
writing skills with two Ameri-
can bands, Phizzy Lager and 
Hate Dies Hard.  With them, she 
released her first two albums, 
“A Taste of Departure” and 

Answers in Sports

Continued on Page 42

Astoria musician treats fans to new material at club gig

LiLi Roquelin graces the stage at Hell Gate Social to debut new tunes and a video. 
Photo by Jeanette
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Happy Valentine’s Day
From Austin’s Steak and Ale!

Prix Fixe Menu 4 Courses $49.00 per person
Includes a Complimentary Glass of Champagne

First Course
 Lobster Mac & Cheese
 Buffalo Shrimp Wontons
  Stuffed Mushrooms with 
Spinach Bacon and Feta Cheese

Second Course
  Baby Spinach, Pomegranate, 
Feta Cheese & Pecans

Third Course
 Filet Mignon Wellington
 Skirt Steak with Avocado Salsa
 Pan Seared Red Snapper with Tahini Sauce
  Porcini Crusted Lamb Chops with Rosemary Garlic Emulsion
 Grilled Salmon with Tomato Basil Buerre Blanc
  Seafood Stuffed Flounder & Roasted Red Pepper Cream Sauce
  Crispy Pan Seared Duck Breast with Balsamic Onion Marmalade

Austin’s Steak and Ale
82-70 Austin St.  Kew Gardens  NY 11415

718.849.3939   

Fourth Course
 Red Velvet Cake
 Chocolate Covered Strawberries
 Heart Shaped Chocolate Mousse Cake

She Crab Soup ..................................................................$5.95/$7.95

Corn & Crab Beignets ................................................................. $9.95
Coconut Fried Shrimp .............................................................. $12.95 
Fried Green Tomatoes in a Shrimp, Caper, Dill Remoulade Sauce .... $12.95 
Baked Brie in Puff  Pastry$10.95 
Roasted Pear & Pecan Blue Cheese Salad ..................................... $12.95
Caramelized Apples, Blue Cheese & Walnuts Salad 
w/ Spicy Orange Vinaigrette ...................................................... $10.95 

Almond Coconut Catfi sh ..................................................... $23.95
Braised Short Ribs ............................................................. $25.95
Jack Daniels Sirloin Steak ................................................... $28.95
Filet Mignon in a Dijon Port Wine Sauce .............................. $32.95
Pan Seared Snapper w/ Gnocchi in a 
Parmesam Tarrgaon Cream Sauce ......................................... $25.95
Crabmeat Stuffed Shrimp .................................................... $26.95 
Eggplant Canoe w/ Seafood Achafalia ................................... $26.95
Chicken Pontalba w/ Artichokes & Ham in a Bernaise Sauce ..... $24.95
Steak & Lobster for 2  ......................................................... $59.95

Featuring Pianist
William 

Wisnewski
Playing Your 

Favorite 
Love Songs
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P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

 

DELIVERY ONLY DINE IN ONLY

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat

ment stores for sales on heart pendants 
and charms or friendship rings; anything 
sparkly, for that special lady or gent in 
your life or for mom.

 Males tend to spend more money on 
Valentine’s Day gifts than do females, and 
are more likely to buy big-ticket items with 
the average amount spent being $95.

For something handmade but fab, vis-
it: www.etsy.com.

And, if you heart queens, check out:  
http://www.cafepress.com/+i-love-queens-
new-york+gifts 

Long Island City-based artisan, Liza 
Fiorentinos creates lovely, unique gift 
items and home accessories (luludi.net).

Celebrating with Queens style
Cabana Nuevo Latino will offer its 

usual delicious, authentic Cuban cuisine, 
but will decorate to honor Cupid 

107-10 70th Rd., Forest Hills
718-263-3600 (no reservations; always 

crowded, but worth the wait)

A romantic, elegant restaurant:  
The Astor Room 
34-12 36th St., Astoria  
718-255-1947 
info@astorroom.com   
Featuring a harpist as live music en-

tertainment.  $55 Per Person

Celebrate a retro family Valentine’s 
Day with yummy handmade ice cream, 
and more treats.

Eddie’s Sweet Shop 

105-29 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills 
718-520-8514

Bring your BF’s to: 
Laughing Devil Comedy Club

47-38 Vernon Blvd.,  Long Island City
347-913-3845 
Valentine’s Weekend Spectacular 
Thursday, 2/14/13 - 8 PM 
The ultimate date night, it offers a fan-

tastic lineup of headliners debating the he-
said/she-said hilarities of life for $30. Each 
ticket comes with two soft drinks, glasses 
of wine, or two of their 14 draft beers. 
laughingdevil.com/tickets

Girls night out?
At Bayside’s New Orleans-themed 

sports bar Bourbon Street

40-12 Bell Blvd., Bayside 
718-224-2200 (reservations needed)
(see a la carte menu at): www.bour-

bonstreetny.com/Valentines

Valentine’s Day tea party:
Raising Astoria

26-11 23rd Ave., Astoria
718-440-9444
Email: info@raisingastoria.com
Feb 13, 2013 
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a fancy 
tea party! Come dressed in your finest at-
tire and enjoy snacks, drinks, and lovely 
violin music. We’ll finish up with some Tea 
Time stories and make Valentine’s Cards!  

$12 dollars, $6 dollars for add’l child 
(sibling)

Portofino’s is already decorated and 
will be offering a prix fix menu

109-32 Ascan Ave.,  Forest Hills
718-261-1239

Your choice of Il Toscano will im-
press your date. 

42-05 235th St., Douglaston 
718-631-0300
(Similar to last year’s menu; flowers 

for the ladies)
A la carte menu at: iltoscanony.com

It will be hard to keep your dancing 
feet in your seat while you watch profes-
sional tango dancers pick up the tempo at 
the Thalia Theatre. 

41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
 718-729-3880

Seva (Indian fare)
30-07 34th St.
Astoria
718-626-4440
(Valentine Day prix fix menu)

Or, how about a romantic candlelit 
dinner at home? Champagne, dark choco-
late and strawberries make elegant treats.

Valentine’s Day is also about celebrat-
ing friendship:

A time to show appreciation to those 
you care about -- this way, there’s no reason 
to feel left out if you don’t have a significant 
other. Buy flowers, craft a gift, write a poem, 
share quality time together.  It’s not always 
what you do but who you’re with that really 
matters.

Continued from Page 37

Give you love something delicious like six varia-
tions of Valentine’s Day chocolate bark. 

AP Photo/Matthew Mead
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KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through Thurs-
days, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353; www.nyscience.org

Wii Fridays — Teens meets with 
friends and play electronic games.
When: Fridays, 3:30 pm, from 
Friday, Feb. 1 to Friday, Feb. 22
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave., Hollis
Contact: (718) 465–7355 www.
quenslibrary.org

Interactive Arts Workshop 
– Classical Smackdown! - What 
would happen if the classi-

cal composers, Prokofi ev and 
Debussy, went head-to-head in 
X-Factor, who would you vote 
for? Here is a chance to see 
which great composer speaks 
your musical language as master 
pianist Frederic Chiu performs 
their works. You’ll get a chance to 
vote by ballot and see what your 
fellow audience-members think!
When: Saturday, Feb. 16, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $6, $4 children, free for 
members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Taam Shabbat – Mommy & 
Me – Meet other moms and help 
your little ones socialize and 
play with other children. Chabad 
of Long Island City provides 
mommies and their babies, ages 
newborn to 4, with weekly ac-
tivities meant to bring families 
closer to their community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com 

Saturday Night Kids – Wood-

work Session – What better way 
for children to spend Saturday 
nights than with hot cocoa and 
woodworking with friends? 
Bring out their creative side 
and have a great time. Build a 
gragger for Purim, a matzah 
box for Pesach or a challah 
board for Shabbat. Ages 5-13.
When: Saturdays through 
February 16, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $80 for entire session 
or $15 per week. Includes all 
materials, supplies, etc.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Hearts and crafts — Teens 
and tweens make 3-D Valentine 
cards, fi nger puppet hearts and 
more.
When: February 8, 4 pm
Where: Whitestone Public 
Library, 151-10 14th Road, 
Whitestone
Contact: (718) 767-8010; www.
queenslibrary.org

Interactive Arts Workshop: 
Lunar New Year Print Making 
– A venerable form of Chinese 
folk art, Lunar New Year Prints 
are closely connected with the 
thoughts, emotions and lives of 
ordinary people. This printmak-
ing workshop allows hands-on 
experience, and to learn to 
appreciate the beauty of prints 
and to understand the culture 
of Chinese New Year Prints. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 43

RESTAURANT

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Private Facilities
for Business Meetings
and Personal Functions
to 250 Persons

220-33 Northern Blvd. Bayside
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FREE Parking
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

Valentine’s Day
In Our Dining Room With Our Valentine’s Menu

Enjoy Dinner and Dancing In Our “Costa Del Sol” Ballroom

$6000
per person
+tax and tip

•    Continuous Buffet with the Best Dishes 
From Our Well-Known Restaurant

•   Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering Desserts
•   Continuous Open Bar
•    Continuous Dancing to the Music of the 

Unique & Well-Known “D.J. Los”
Please specify Regular Dining Room or  

Dining and Dancing in the Ballroom 
When Making Reservations

February 14th 
7pm to 12am

marbella-restaurant.com

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 3.8.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 3.8.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 3.8.13

2/
8/

13
2/

8/
13

2/
8/

13
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Much Ado About Nothing — 
The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard 
Mazda whose Gangland 
Shakespeare trio of MacBeth, 
Othello and Julius Caesar 
thrilled with a fresh cohesive 
approach once again brings 
a unique style and concept 
to a beloved Shakespeare 
piece. Following the visceral 
approach to his Gangland 
series he keeps it down 
and dirty with a style we 
are calling Trash Period. 
Infl uenced by the hierarchies 
that one fi nds among the 
dispossessed, homeless 
and street dwellers, Mazda’s 
Much Ado takes us to a street 
strewn with trash where the 
gentle Leonato’s cardboard 
dwelling is the best on the 
street, where everyday 
objects casually thrown 
away. Echoes of the absurdist 
“Waiting for Godot” lead the 
audience to a pinpoint sharp 
and reverent language; the 
comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted 
by ‘clown techniques’ which 

draw out Shakespeare’s merry 
war between Benedick and 
Beatrice
When: Feb 14 – 17, Feb. 20 – 23 
& Feb. 27 – March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Fiddler on the Roof” 
Auditions — Maggie’s Little 
Theater is holding open 
auditions for adults, teens and 
children for their July 2013 
production of Fiddler On The 
Roof. An accompanist will be 
provided. Please bring sheet 
music in your key. Songs from 
Broadway shows preferred. 
You may use a song from the 
show to audition. You will also 
be asked to read and learn a 
short dance routine.
When: Fridays and Saturdays, 
7:30 pm, Sundays, 2 pm, from 

Friday, Feb. 8 to Sunday, Feb. 
10
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between 
Juniper Valley Road and 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.stmarga-
retschoolmv.org

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles Auditions — By 
Tim Kelly (based on the story 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle).
When: 7:30 pm, Feb. 11 and 
Feb. 12
Where: Zion Church Parish 
Hall, Church Street two blocks 
east of Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Code: TL12Code: TL12
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Colden Auditorium 
@ Queens College

“Seemingly 
impossible... 
virtually 
unbelievable!”  
- Los Angeles Times
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For all ages.

“Neverending Sundown.”  
Through this work, she 
came into contact with 
producer Sean Bilovecky, 
who was impressed by her 
voice and worked with her 
to create the independent, 
awarding-winning song “I 
Saw You.”  

“The band was in a 
transition,” she recalled, 
“and at that point I was 
ready to do solo stuff.”   

Independent work has 
always been a priority for 
the artist. In 2007, her love 
of piano music brought her 
to New York, at first for 
private jazz-style lessons. 
She looks back on this as 
“nuts,” since she “had not 
touched a keyboard in eight 
years.” 

This independence 
extends to her marketing. 
Roquelin has never had a 
PR manager, and promotes 
her own material through 
new media. The recent 
Thursday premiere was, in 
fact, a test run.  The video 

appeared on her YouTube 
page the next day. There is 
also a mini-documentary 
on the making of “Beauti-
ful Sun.”   

Roquelin currently 
lives in Astoria and com-
poses in her home studio. 
“Thank You” began as a 
poem in Astoria Park in 
2011. The final product re-
flects a spiritual awaken-
ing that meant enough for 
her to make into a music 
video with film director 
Arnaud Muller’s help.  

“I suddenly real-
ized everything I’ve been 
through,” she said. “I came 
to the States and made it all 
the way to this point. My 
music was just starting to 
be featured on television.  
Since then, I’ve tried to be 
grateful every day.”  

Her music has drawn 
fans of all ages, the oldest of 
whom consider her “an old 
soul.” Her current aim to 
“make people think” will 
carry on to future projects, 
which will integrate new 
instruments and sounds. 

Roquelin was fasci-
nated by Hell Gate Social’s 
because it is often the beat-
en path and decided it was 
perfect for her third music 
video’s unveiling. Despite 
that secrecy, Hell Gate is 
unique in trying to bring 
local talent into the light, 
and Roquelin is very seri-
ous about getting there. 

She is equally serious 
about her spiritual outlook. 
Before every show, Roque-
lin steps into the bathroom 
to meditate for five min-
utes. 

“Zen practice can total-
ly flip the way you think,” 
she said. “It’s incredible.”  

Visit LiLiRoquelin.
com for current news, tour 
dates, list of awards and TV 
features. Roquelin’s new 
record “Beautiful Sun” is 
available now on iTunes 
and Amazon. Her next show 
is in Brooklyn, Feb. 21 at 7 
pm at Two Moon Art House 
and Café, at 315 4th Ave.

Continued from Page 38

Roquelin

Call the 
newsroom: 
718-260-4545

Join us for

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, 

Stuffed Shells, Manicotti - $11.95 
Penne Vodka - $11.95 

Linguini Clam Sauce - $11.25 
Spaghetti and Meatballs - $11.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good on Valentine’s Day or Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque - $5.95 
Garden Salad - $5.95 

Fresh Mozzarella 
and Tomato - $8.95 

Baked Clams - $12.50 
Mussels White or Red - $10.95 

Shrimp Cocktail - $8.95 
Assorted Antipasto - $9.75

Entrees
Chicken- Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, 

Marsala, Francese - $15.95 
Veal –Parmigiana, 

Marsala, Picatta - $16.95 
Eggplant Parmigiana 
and Rollatini - $13.95 

Shrimp-Scampi, Parmigiana, 
Bella, Marinara, Fra Diavolo - $16.95 

Tilapia - $15.95 
Calamari Marinara - $14.95 

Seafood Pasta - $18.95 
Chilean Sea Bass - $18.95

Surf and Turf - $26.95

HHHHHappppyy VVVaaaaalleenntiinneess DDDDayyy!
Dessert

Cheese Cake - $5.95 
Tartufo - $5.95 
Truffles - $5.95
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Maximum 20 participants.
When: Sunday, Feb. 24, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, $8 for members and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

CONCERTS
Emillio Solla, Bien Sur - Re-
nowned Argentine pianist/com-
poser, Emilio Solla presents tunes 
from his celebrated album, Bien 
Sur! along with new compositions. 
He will be joined by his quintet, 
featuring some of the best musi-
cians in the city, with Chris Cheek 
(soprano/tenor), Victor Prieto 
(accordion), Jorge Roeder (bass), 

and Ziv Ravitz, (drums and cajon). 
Unique music that combines 
the passion of Argentine Tango, 
the beat of South American folk 
rhythms and the spontaneous 
creativity of jazz!
When: Friday, Feb. 18, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: $15, $10 for members and 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

27.  Peak in Greek myth
28.  Takes advantage of
29.  Painter's equipment
30.  Basic belief
34.  Like many soccer draws
36.  BMW rival
37.  Fr. holy women
38.  To be, to Brutus
41.  Each partner
44.  Chatter
48.  Lower in rank
50.  Saudi ___
51.  Light lunch
52.  Brunch serving
53.  Wash cycle
54.  Hold up
58.  Misplace
59.  Dolt
60.  Poker unit
61.  Let out
62.  Art ___

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Feb. 8-14, 2013

By Pete Canty 

Let's Boogie

Across
1.  Goes with
6.  Coffee holders
10.  Pet lovers' org.
14.  Unmoving
15.  Precedes police or act
16.  Campus hangout
17.  Skylit lobbies
18.  Elizabeth's daughter
19.  "Major" animal
20.  Ray Lewis, e.g.
22.  "Pronto!"
23.  W.W. II vessel
24.  Sweetie pie
26.  Water a neighbor's 
 plants, perhps
31.  Mine find
32.  Mgr.'s aide
33.  Kings' toppers
35.  Remove
39.  "Aha!"
40.  Follower of  the 
 beginning of  20A, 
 57A, 10D, and 29D
42.  Exposes
43.  Hoarse
45.  10th-century pope
46.  Poems of  praise
47.  Young fellow
49.  Academic work
51.  Just got (by)
55.  Slip up
56.  Desertlike
57.  Complained
63.  Extend credit
64.  Burn balm
65.  Point the finger at
66.  Basilica area

67.  Lip
68.  Kind of  column
69.  Does and bucks
70.  Ogles
71.  Increase
Down
1.  Type of  tone
2.  Not pro
3.  Beach bird
4.  Buffalo's county
5.  Horse house
6.  Of  use
7.  Pen call
8.  In shape
9.  Sound system
10.  8 to 64, e.g.
11.  Handbag
12.  Jose's houses
13.  Go with the flow
21.  Syrian leader
25.  "You ___ here"
26.  Head cover

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S

*No coupons accepted

Piatto Misto Di Amo
Combination Platter 

of Cheese, Prosciutto, & Mixed Olives

Insalata Per Il Cuore
Arugula & Endive Tossed with Pistachios 

& Goat Cheese In a Cranberry Vinaigrette

Piatto Di San Valentino (choice of one)

Lamb Chop with Porcini and Risotto

Branzino Almondina

Salmon Alla Marco Pollo

Surf & Turf

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.

Whitestone, NY 11357

tto M

ove
e, NY 113

Call Now For

  
Reservations

$50.00* Per Person

Pasta Fatta in Casa (choice of one)

Ravioli Tartufo

Pappardelle Con Aragosta

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 41
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place filled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place to see a movie with the 

family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or that special something for yourself. Even mail a 

package and handle your banking. A place that’s right in the neighborhood, filled with merchants who still understand that 

service is more than just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some fun, share 

a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	
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Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Astorian Gabriella 
Miyares was always inter-
ested in art printing.

She comes from a line 
of artists — her great-aunt 
was a graphic designer and 
her mother is a painter — 
and she herself took a print-
making class while pursu-
ing an English degree from 
the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 
the late aughts.

After moving to New 
York City and landing a job 
as an editor for a publish-
ing company, she knew she 
wanted to get back into it.

So one day she decided 
to make her own printing 
press after finding a You-
Tube video demonstrating 
how to fit several two-by-
fours, a particle board and 
a hydraulic jack together to 
make the machine.

“My dad was calling 
me Guttenberg for a while,” 
she said in her Astoria 
apartment recently while 
demonstrating the hand-
made device, which sits on 
a tabletop in her bedroom.

Her project has mor-
phed into a side business, 
Moxie Press, which Mi-
yares calls her cottage in-

dustry. From her apartment 
in the evenings and on the 
weekends she creates her 
own stationery and print 
designs that are available 
for purchase on etsy.com, 
an online marketplace that 
helps small sellers of hand-
made and vintage goods 
connect to a wide audience.

She said she initially 
started to sell her artwork 
as simply a way to make 
back the $200 she spent 
making the press.

“I thought if I can 
make back what it cost to 
build it, then that would be 
fine with me. Anything else 
is just a bonus,” she said. 
“Thankfully, it has paid for 
itself several times over.”

As Moxie Press has 
grown, Miyares’ work 
caught the eye of the Queens 
Museum of Art, which 
asked permission to sell her 
prints in its store and more 
recently has used some of 
her work in mailers. And 

she said she is increasingly 
contacted by people request-
ing custom designs, includ-
ing a couple who asked her 
to design a logo for them.

Miyares said the work 
has not only helped bring 
in extra cash, it has helped 
her realize a new path.

“Through it I realized 
I had a stronger interest in 
graphic design than I real-
ized beforehand,” she said.

She ended up pursu-
ing a certificate degree in 

graphic design at the Shil-
lington School and now 
works as a junior graphic 
designer at Galison, a fine 
art stationery company.

But she says she loves 
the hands-on aspect of her 
printing press.

“For me it’s kind of 
a therapeutic thing and it 
keeps me creative and the 
medium is very tactile,” 
she said.

She added that it is 
her way of designing some-

thing that is not on a com-
puter, pointing out that 
electricity is not needed to 
run a press.

“When Hurricane San-
dy came through, I was like 
okay, I’m set. I’ve got my 
candles, my printing press 
and my ink and paper. So 
that’s all I need,” she said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Astorian runs stationery biz from apartment
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agree with me 12 out of 12 
times, see a psychiatrist.”  

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) served in a low-
level post in the Koch ad-
ministration, and more 
than a decade later ran for 
his current seat against a 
candidate endorsed by the 
Queens Democratic Party.

Nobody in the political 
establishment backed him 
except Koch, the council-
man said, pointing out that 
the late mayor “changed 
his life.”

Later in life, Koch 
was also an outspoken 
supporter of independent 
redistricting and gave out 
much-coveted political 
endorsements in Queens’ 
political races — some of 
them controversial.

In 2011, Koch endorsed 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village), which 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
disagreed with in an edito-
rial.

Koch, who always 

made himself available to 
the media and kept tabs on 
the local press, wrote a let-
ter to the editor accusing 
this newspaper of “ageism” 
with his trademark blunt 
speech.

“Am I suffering from 
dementia because I am sup-
porting a different candi-
date for Congress than you 
are?” he wrote.

In 2011, the Queens-
boro Bridge was renamed 
for Koch, a move that cre-
ated controversy at the 
time. Lawmakers and this 
newspaper opposed the re-
naming, but Koch himself 
reveled in it and was once 
filmed yelling to motorists: 
“Welcome to my bridge!”

Koch was born in 1924 
to a Bronx Jewish family 
and attended City College 
before earning a law degree 
from New York University. 
He served as a city council-
man and congressman be-
fore becoming mayor. After 
leaving office, Koch was a 
mainstay on political talk 
programs and prolific au-
thor and movie critic.

He was buried in Trin-
ity Church Cemetery in 
Manhattan.

and is made up of 10 sena-
tors representing some of 
the hardest-hit regions in 
the state. In addition to Add-
abbo, two senators from the 
borough, Malcolm Smith 
(D-St. Albans) and James 
Sanders (D-Jamaica), were 
tapped to serve on the task 
force.

The preliminary re-
port also included recom-
mendations on protecting 
against future storms. 
Suggestions included us-
ing soft barriers as a way 
to mitigate against storm 
damage and strengthening 
the state’s gas distribution 
system so first responders 
and other critical service 
providers are prioritized 
for fueling their vehicles.

The task force is ex-
pected to make its final 
recommendations to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo about how 
and where to best spend 
recovery aid in the coming 
weeks.

Continued from Page 9

Aid
Continued from Page 15

Koch

BY REBECCA HENELY

Authorities were still unsure what 
caused a 10-year-old Woodside boy to slip 
into unconsciousness and die last week.

Police responded to a 911 call at 5:27 
p.m. Jan. 31 requesting help for Farhan 
Talukder, authorities said. The NYPD 
said they found Farhan unconscious and 
unresponsive in a tub in his family’s fifth 
floor apartment at 59-29 Queens Blvd. He 
was later taken to Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, where he was pronounced dead, police 
said.

“It’s just a total tragedy,” said Gerard 
Ganz, 54, who lives next door to Farhan’s 
family.

The medical examiner has not yet de-
termined the cause of Farhan’s death.

Ganz said he saw the family soon af-
ter Farhan collapsed and the FDNY, NYPD 
and EMS began arriving.

“The door’s open. The mother’s 
screaming,” Ganz said. “I see the kid on 
the floor.”

Ganz said despite the police’s report 
that the boy was in a tub when he collapsed, 
he said he thought Farhan had collapsed 
after he had taken off his clothing and was 
preparing to bathe.

“He was as dry as a bone,” Ganz said.
He said Farhan’s death was such a 

shock since Ganz’s 20-year-old son had 
seen him playing in the park earlier Thurs-
day. He believed that Farhan may have had 
a heart condition, and he remembered 
that some of Farhan’s family were asking 
“Where’s the medicine?” when the boy was 
on the floor.

Ganz said Farhan had a younger sis-
ter who is about 4 years old and that his 
parents were good people.

“They were a loving family,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Henely by e-
mail at rhenely@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at 718-260-4564.

Police tape rests outside the hall where a 10-year-
old boy collapsed in his family’s Woodside apart-
ment. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Woodside 10-year-old dies 
after collapsing in bath tub
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would step aside and 
rally behind a single 
candidate who could 
amass a unified vot-
ing block. Osina was 
not at the meeting.

“It’s established each 
one of you loves this com-
munity,” said Carl Clay, 
founder of the Black Spec-
trum Theatre. “How many 
of you are willing to drop 
out of this race so that there 
can be one individual from 
this community?”

Neither Marie Adam-
Ovide, Selvena Brooks, 
Michael Duncan, Earnest 
Flowers, Saywalah Kes-
selly nor Jacques Leandre 
said they would step aside.

“Let’s be frank. With 

two weeks within E-Day, 
I don’t think it’s realis-
tic,” Leandre said. “Yes, it 
sounds good that everyone 
should run ... but when 

there’s a candi-
date that repre-
sents only 17 per-
cent of the whole 
district, that’s 

problematic.”
Leandre took heat for 

exacerbating the infighting 
when he sued six of his op-
ponents earlier this month 
challenging their petitions 
to get on the ballot. 

The move was criti-
cized as either a callous 
ploy to get his opponents’ 
names kicked off the bal-
lot or to drain their finan-
cial resources, but Lean-
dre considered the tactic a 
badge of honor, arguing it 
demonstrated a procedural 
sophistication that would 

be an asset at City Hall.
“We’re in a fight,” 

he said. “You can’t send a 
pussycat to the jungle. You 
gotta send a lion.”

All of the lawsuits 
were either withdrawn or 
dismissed in court. Kes-
selly said divisions among 
groups such as Haitians 
and Jamaicans have long 
been exploited to the detri-
ment of the larger commu-
nity.

“There is an old Af-
rican proverb that says, 
‘When two elephants fight, 
the grass suffers,’” the Li-
berian native said. “There 
is a young Jewish guy who 
entered this race knowing 
fully well that this is exact-
ly what is going to happen, 
and while we are all squab-
bling and fighting each oth-
er and all that, somebody is 
going to slip in and win the 

election.”
Kesselly and Flowers 

said should either of them 
place second and Osina 
wins the special election, 
they would consider not 
running again in Septem-
ber’s primary. 

As far as where the 
candidates stood on the is-
sues, Adam-Ovide said she 
would prioritize additional 
funding for the construc-
tion of the Idlewild nature 
center so the project would 
not have to be scaled back.

With other parts of the 
city cashing in on the tech-
nology boom, Brooks said 
she would work to establish 
a tech incubator in south-
east Queens.

Duncan wants to al-
locate funding that would 
turn schools into commu-
nity centers after classes 
and on the weekends.

Flowers said he would 
lay out benchmarks the 
community could follow 
on projects such as a youth 
center and a farmers mar-
ket.

Kesselly would like to 
bring both a community-
based credit union and 
bank to the district as well 
as a farmers co-op.

Leandre said he would 
focus on bringing a trade 
school to the district and 
legislation that would make 
the police commissioner an 
elected position rather than 
a mayoral appointee.

Former Councilman 
Allan Jennings and Dono-
van Richards, chief of staff 
to state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Jamaica), did not attend 
the forum.

act and said he would be at 
the table when many im-
portant decisions affecting 
the community are made.

“Your senator is at 
that table because of a cal-
culated decision,” he said.

Smith took the media 
to task for what he said 
were stories that character-
ized him as a Republican. 
Earlier this year he ex-
plored running for mayor 
as a Republican, but when 
asked about it the senator 
sidestepped the question, 
saying he was focused on 

his district.
“I am still a Democrat, 

born and raised,” he said, 
adding that even among the 
Democrats there are divi-
sions on issues of women’s’ 
rights and minimum wage. 
“Without this coalition, do 
you realize we can’t pass 
minimum wage?”

The crowd seemed to 
be in favor of Smith’s deci-
sion, applauding him sev-
eral times. He did have at 
least one vocal detractor, 
though.

Bishop Charles Norris 
had been hounding Smith 
ever since he decided to 
caucus with the IDC, call-
ing on him at public meet-
ings to explain himself.

“Sen. Smith, in my 
estimation you have been 
a bad senator. That’s not 
‘bad’ street language for 
good,” he said before being 
cut off.

Cambria Heights resi-
dent Vidicar Reichley said 
she thought Smith’s deci-
sion made sense.

“It makes it sound 
like he’s being involved,” 
she said after the meeting. 
“What he should do is have 
more of these meetings.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Bishop Charles Norris calls Malcolm Smith a “bad” state senator. Photo by Rich Bockmann

atre. Representatives from 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 
handed out hot chocolate 
and cookies as spectators 
anxiously awaited the spec-
tacle that would come at 
2 p.m. when it was a mad 
rush for the chilly water. 

“You get in the water. 
Once your head is under, 
you have to get out because 
that’s when everything 
starts to go haywire,” said 
Rockville Centre resident 
James McGrath, who con-
vinced his 10-year-old old 
daughter Maggie to also 
take the plunge. McGrath 
sat on a wall bordering the 
bay as he put on his shoes 
and toweled off but most 
other participants had hur-
ried inside the Colony to 
change clothes and enjoy 
an afternoon of music and 
food.

“It’s a great cause. 
They’ve done a lot of good 
through the years,” he 
said.

With the disease, An-
nie’s body does not produce 
enough salt and every infec-
tion stays in her lungs. The 
past year has been tough 
on the teen, who has had 
six hospitalizations in six 
months each for two- and 
three-week periods, The-
resa McMahon said.

In addition, she was 
recently diagnosed with 
diabetes.

“It’s been a rough bat-
tle, but she is doing great 
today,” Theresa McMahon 
said. “Every day counts.”

situation had improved in 
the 115th Precinct since the 
NYCLU’s report came out.

“I really don’t believe 
that racism is involved,” he 
said. “We can’t sort of paint 
all police officers with one 
brush.”

The report said 18,156 
people were stopped and 
frisked in the 115th Pre-
cinct in 2011. Of these, 
about 84 percent were His-
panic, even though they 
make up about 65 percent 
of the population. The num-
ber of black people stopped 
in the 115th also outpaced 
the demographics, making 
up about 9 percent of stops 
in a district about 6 percent 
black.

White people, who 
comprise about 12 per-
cent of the population, and 
Asian/Pacific Islanders, 
who account for about 16 
percent of the population, 
each made up about 4 per-
cent of those stopped in the 
precinct.

In the 103rd Precinct, 
17,152 people were stopped 
in 2011. Black individuals 
made up about 74 percent 
of the stops but constitute 
only about 48 percent of 
the population. Hispanic, 
white and Asian/Pacific Is-
lander individuals were all 
stopped at a rate lower than 
their population in the pre-

cinct.
The NYPD report, 

however, said about 74 
percent of known crime 
suspects and 79 percent of 
known violent crime sus-
pects in the 115th Precinct 
are Hispanic. In the 103rd, 
about 70 percent of known 
crime suspects and about 
74 percent of known violent 
crime suspects are black.

Peralta said he was in 
support of stop-and-frisk 
as a tool, but after the NY-
CLU released its report last 
year, he wrote a long letter 
to Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly and had a long 
discussion with him about 
his concerns. One of the 
most pressing issues was 
the NYCLU ranking the 
precinct third in the num-
ber of times force was used 
during a stop-and-frisk. Of 
all stop-and-frisks in the 
115th Precinct, force was 
used 41 percent of the time, 
the NYCLU said.

The senator said Kelly 
was retraining officers 
working in the 115th Pre-
cinct and other impact 
zones, or places marked as 
high-crime areas. He had 
also heard that stop-and-
frisk incidents had gone 
down 50 percent in the 115th 
Precinct in the last year.

“I hope they have be-
cause if they haven’t, that 
would be a very serious 
concern,” Peralta said.

month will likely be made 
available to homeowners 
hard-hit by Sandy in the 
form of grants starting in 
April or May.

Deemer said he expect-
ed things would continue 
to get better, although he 
said it would take time and 
“there’s still going to be a 
lot of visible scars.”

But ultimately, he said, 
the community was still 
strong.

“That itself will get ev-
erybody back,” he said.

Continued from Page 2

Smith

Continued from Page 1

Frisk

Continued from Page 1

Candidates

Continued from Page 5

Breezy

Continued from Page 5
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The world around the 

Scholars Academy girls’ 
basketball team is as regu-
lar as it can be after Hurri-
cane Sandy turned things 
upside down just a few 
months ago.

All the displaced play-
ers are back in their Rock-
away homes and they are 
also back go-
ing to school 
at Scholars 
after a stint 
at William Maxwell. Oh, 
and the two-time defend-
ing Public School Athletic 
League Class B city cham-
pions are undefeated and 
the favorites to win again.

“Everyone is getting 
back to normal,” senior 
guard Taylor Gallagher 
said. “It was a little crazy 
at first because everyone 
was all over the place.”

Scholars is 22-0 and 
clinched its third-straight 
Queens B East title with a 
hard-fought 55-39 win over 
High School for Law En-
forcement & Public Safety 
Monday. The Seawolves 
have won most games eas-
ily, but Sandy added an ex-
tra level of difficulty to the 
schedule.

The Seawolves’ first 
six league games 
were postponed 
after the storm, 
leaving them to 

play three contests in the 
span of a week multiple 
times. They ended the sea-
son playing seven league 
games in 11 days. Gallagh-
er called the stretch “ex-
hausting” and worth it.

“It’s been hard, but 
we love playing,” she said. 
“We do whatever we can 
to make it to practice and 
give it our all.”

The only thing that’s 
changed is where the Sea-
wolves are winning games. 
Sandy destroyed the Schol-
ars Academy gym. Repairs 
are nearly complete and 
the court could be ready 
for the playoffs, according 
to Scholars Coach Janet 
Kleiner. They have been 
playing home games at 
Beach Channel, a school 
also hit hard by Sandy.

No matter where they 
play, the chemistry among 
the players, most of whom 
have been together for 
years, is apparent. It has 
helped them get though a 
lot this year and also win 
on the court with unself-
ish play and great chem-
istry.

Kleiner had hoped 
for her team to play in 
the Class A division after 
two straight crowns. The 
league kept them in Class 

B despite the Seawolves’ 
desire to move up.

“We thought it was 
just common sense to put 
us up,” Kleiner said. “Ev-
eryone came back, I didn’t 
lose one person. How do 
you not move a team up to 
A?”

The Seawolves have 
shifted their focus now, 
knowing full well how to 
deal with the hand they 
are dealt. The Scholars 
just want to win another 
city title both for them-
selves and their hurting 
community.

“It would mean a lot 
because it’s my last year,” 
senior Kristen Henschel 
said. “I would like to just 
dedicate it to Rockaway, 
showing that no matter 
what happens, we can get 
through it.”

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports
 Folorunso “Fo-

ley” Fatukasi’s upbeat 
nature never changes, not 
through Hurricane Sandy 
costing his family their 
home, not through living 
in hotel rooms eating fast 
food with four other family 
members and not through 
waiting months to return 
to school at Beach Chan-
nel High School.

The Dolphins’ defen-
sive lineman instead felt 
fortunate and thankful, 
not looking for sympathy 
after 6 feet of water from 
Sandy left his Far Rock-
away home severely dam-
aged. That can be rebuilt.

“Sandy could have 
taken away a lot more than 
just our house,” the 6-foot-
3, 280-pound Fatukasi said 
“It could have taken one 
of our family members. It 
could have burned down 
our house.”

What it also couldn’t 
take away from him was 
his future and his standing 
in Beach Channel history. 
On Wednesday, Fatukasi 
signed his national letter 
of intent to play football 
and defensive tackle at the 
University of Connecticut. 
It completes his lifelong 
dream of playing Division 
I football and makes him 
the first Dolphin to play at 
the highest level straight 
out of high school.

The day was also one 
of joy for his family, espe-
cially his parents Michael 
and Ifedola, and the school, 
which did not reopen until 
Jan. 2. Fatukasi wants to 
be remembered as a role 

model both for his team-
mates and his two younger 
brothers, that nothing can 
stop you from achieving 
your dreams.

“For them to cel-
ebrate [the scholarship] 
after Sandy, for them to 
actually celebrate it and 
for them to actually smile 
and to say God is good, it’s 
a good thing,” Fatukasi 
said of his family, which is 
living with a friend in Far 
Rockaway.

It’s also a celebration 
of the person, not just the 
player, he is. Beach Chan-
nel Coach Victor Nazario 
said Fatukasi really dedi-
cated himself as a junior 
to putting in the work it 
takes to get to a school like 
UConn. Fatukasi’s atten-
tion is never on himself, 
but always on others as 
more than 20 of his team-
mates were affected by 
Sandy.

“He actually called 
me to see how I was do-
ing,” Nazario said. “It just 
shows you the type of per-
son he is.”

Throughout it all 
football was an escape. He 
helped get in touch with 
teammates to help the Dol-
phins get organized for 
its playoff game, after the 

Scholars regroups after storm
Undefeated Rockaway team eyes third-straight PSAL “B” title

Fatukasi signs with 
UConn after Sandy

Continued on Page 53

Scholars Academy players Serena Yannello (l.-r.), Emma Michaels, Taylor Gallagher and Kristin Henschel walk across the court. 
Photo by William Thomas

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Beach Channel’s Folorunso 
Fatukas is slated to play foot-
ball for the University of 
Connecticut. 

Photo courtesy Fatukas

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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It wasn’t a day that 

Sabrina Southerland ex-
pected anything special to 
happen.

She and Deejah Ste-
vens had been sick recent-
ly and Cardozo trailed by 
10 meters when Souther-
land took the baton for the 
800-meter anchor leg of the 
sprint medley relay. Not 
wanting to lose, she got out 
quick.

“It forced her to really 
take off, to really get out,” 

Judges Coach Gail Em-
manuel said.

The star senior ran 
the leg in a blistering time 
of 2:06, three seconds fast-
er than her best individual 
time at that distance. It al-
lowed her, Stevens, Ayele 
Townsend and Akayla An-
derson to place first with 
a mark of 3:45.78, at the 
New Balance Games at the 
Armory Jan. 27. It was the 
third fastest high school 
time ever and second in 
state history.

“I didn’t even know 

I ran that when I was fin-
ished, “ Southerland said.

There is still time for 
improvement before na-
tionals in March. Emman-
uel believes Townsend 
can push her 400 times 
below the 26 second mark. 
It would allow the team to 
push for the not-so-far-off 
state mark of 3:54.31 set by 
Olympian Natasha Hast-
ings and A.P. Randolph in 
2002.

“I’m sure by nationals 
these times are going to go 
down,” Emmanuel said.

The stakes only get 
higher for her and Car-
dozo in the weeks to come. 
Southerland, one of the top 
distance runners in the 
country, will compete in 
the prestigious Millrose 
Games mile at the Armory 
Feb. 16. She recently won 
the 1000 with a time of 
2:47.44, the six fastest ever 
in U.S. history.

She will also try to 
help the school’s 4x400 
squad, which includes Ste-
ven and Anderson regain 
its Millrose title after los-
ing to Medgar Evers last 
year. The borough cham-
pionships are the next day 
and the indoor city finals a 
week later.

She is still in the ear-
ly stages of deciding her 
future after high school. 
Southerland, who has in-
terest from Villanova and 
Kentucky, plans on taking 
a visit to South Carolina 
soon.

“I really don’t have 
time to do visits,” Souther-
land said. “We run every 
day and we have a meet 
every weekend.”

BY CHRIS BARCA
 
The Christ the King 

boys’ basketball team fur-
ther proved why it’s con-
sidered the city’s top team, 
and star guard Jon Severe 
displayed why his recruit-
ing stock is soaring.

He followed up his 
32-point outburst in the 
Royals’ win over Arch-
bishop Molloy Jan. 29 by 
lighting up the scoreboard 
for a game-high 37 points 
as Christ the King bested 
host Holy Cross 96-74 on 
in CHSAA Class AA boys’ 
basketball Friday night.

“Severe is the best 
shooter in the city,” Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello said.

CK has now won five 
straight and won with-
out star forward Jordan 
Fuchs, who traveled to 
UConn after committing 
to play football there ear-

lier in the week. Severe 
believes that this was the 
first of many well-rounded 
wins to come.

“This is the best team 
win we’ve had this year,” 
he said.  “Our defense led 
the way and helped create 
a lot of offense.”

Severe, who is being 
recruited by some of the 
nation’s top programs, 
said he will likely visit 
Alabama Feb. 16. Indiana, 
Tennessee, West Virginia 
and Miami among other 
schools have all expressed 
interest in him while lo-
cal colleges like St. John’s, 
Rutgers and Fordham all 
remain well in the mix 
for the senior’s services. 
Severe isn’t going to get 
ahead of himself. He still 
has a championship to 
chase.

“I’m not worrying 
about all that right now,” 

he said. “I think we’re the 
best team right now and 

we’ll see how good we are 
when we get to the play-

offs.”
Very early in the 

game, though, it was clear 
that the Royals’ offense 
would be in clear control 
the entire night. Severe 
simply took over.

In the final 90 sec-
onds of the first quarter, 
he launched a barrage of 
jumpers, including three 
shots from three-point 
range, on his way to 14 
points by the first buzzer.

The second quarter 
was no different. The Roy-
als defense forced turn-
over after turnover. Seven 
points from Severe in the 
final minute of play gave 
him 25 points by halftime 
and Christ the King (17-2, 
12-0) a commanding 51-30 
lead.

Holy Cross (10-10, 4-5) 
was able to make the game 
interesting in the fourth 
quarter, as the Knights 

went on a 15-4 run on the 
strength of six straight 
possessions with a three-
pointer, cutting the deficit 
to 12.

Despite the long dis-
tance stroke of Josh Wal-
lace, who scored a team-
high 24, and Gemaal Davis, 
the Knights couldn’t claw 
their way back.

Severe scored eight 
points, capped off by a vi-
cious one-handed toma-
hawk slam on a break-
away, to build the Royals’ 
lead back up to a com-
manding 21 points in the 
waning minutes.

“We actually thought 
Jordan Fuchs was a little 
bit better coming into to-
day,” first-year Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Marchesini 
said. “But Severe is almost 
impossible to cover.”

Cardozo hitting stride with record time

Christ the King’s Jon Severe attempts a reverse layup during a 
game against Holy Cross. Photo by Jon Premosch

Severe soaring with red hot Christ the King

Benjamin Cardozo track athletes celebrate their victory in the sprint medley relay. 
Photo courtesy Cardozo

BY MIKE MORTON
 

Mary Louis Coach 
JoAnn Arbitello has grown 
far too familiar with her 
team performing poorly 
for one quarter each game. 
It’s become a trend she 
isn’t happy with.

“We play well three 
out of four quarters nor-
mally, we just can’t get 
over the hump and play 
well in a four-quarter 
game,” she said.

On Monday night, that 
quarter was the first. The 
Hilltoppers went down by 
12 and fell to host Bishop 
Loughlin by the same 
margin, 70-58, in CHSAA 

Brooklyn/Queens girls’ 
basketball.

Although the game 
was closer than the score 
showed due to late fourth-
quarter free throws, the 
overall feeling by Arbi-
tello and her players was 
disappointment. Several 
times in the second half it 
appeared Mary Louis was 
on the verge of making a 
comeback, only to have it 
stall because of turnovers.

The Hilltoppers (9-9, 
2-7) got as close as three 
points with just 2:19 re-
maining in the game after 
a Kadijah Dickson three-
point play. That momen-

Mary Louis’ Kadijah Dickson tries to grab the ball. 
Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on Page 53

Poor fi rst quarter 
dooms Louis in loss
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hurricane. Practice was 
an escape from it all.

“I just wanted to play,” 
Fatukasi said. “It took me 
away from it. It was just 
a getaway. I could get my 
mind off it for a little bit.”

Football will take him 
away from it again when 
he heads to Storrs, Conn., 
to suit up for the Huskies. 
UConn is not only getting 
a special player, but a spe-
cial person and a fighter.

“He’s maintained a 
positive and an upbeat at-
titude and a positive men-
tality,” Nazario said. “He’s 
preserved.”

Notes

Former Cardozo 
standout Jermaine Law-
rence, the No. 19-ranked 
recruit in his class by 
ESPN, committed to Cin-
cinnati over the weekend.

The 6-foot-10 forward, 
now attending Pope John 
XXIII (N.J.), picked the 
Bearcats over St. John’s 
and UNLV.

Continued from Page 51

Fatukasi
tum was quickly taken 
away, however, when 
Mary Louis committed a 
turnover on the next pos-
session. The Lions (8-8, 
4-4) came down and scored 
and never looked back.

“Our offense, as much 
as we’ve been working on 
it at practices, was erratic 
and we weren’t coming 
down and being patient 
with the basketball and 
setting up,” Arbitello said.

Continued from Page 52
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By Joseph Staszewski

Signing Day wasn’t all smiles and 
camera flashes for Holy Cross’s Malachi 
Hoskins. The senior defensive end faced 
the decision of switching schools at the 
last minute.

“Last night and this morning was 
one of the toughest days I’ve had,” Hosk-
ins said.

The All-Queens honorable mention 
selection by TimesLedger Newspapers 
verbally committed to Wagner College 
last week, but Central Connecticut State 
called him Tuesday night and offered a 
better financial package.

It was too much to pass up and he 
ultimately picked Central Connecti-
cut, signing his national letter of intent 
Wednesday morning at Holy Cross along-
side teammate Lekeith Celestain, who is 
headed to Monmouth. Both teams play in 
the Northeast Conference.

“It was hard going back on it, but 
it’s the best possibility for my family and 
me,” Hoskins said.

Central Connecticut wanted him to 
play his natural position at defensive end, 
something he preferred. Wagner planned 
to convert him to outside linebacker.

There was no last-minute change 
for Celestain, a corner back. He was one 
of Monmouth’s top recruits,  but  Stony 
Brook and James Madison backed off. The 
All-Queens first team selection thought 
he had a chance to play right away and 
liked the school’s broadcasting program.

“It played a big part in my decision,” 
Celestain said of Monmouth’s loyalty.

Holy Cross Coach Tom Pugh believes 
a lot of schools missed out on Celestain. 
He shined defensively, but was hurt num-
bers-wise as a receiver by the Knights’ 
run-heavy attack. He could see Celestain 
getting time as a receiver down the road.

“When they see his ball skills and 
what he can do, his vertical jump is off 
the charts,” Pugh said.

St. Francis Prep’s Troina picks 

Wagner: SFP receiver Joey Troina signed 
with Wagner College, picking the Staten 
Island school over Sacred Heart (Conn.) 
and Central Connecticut State.

He joined Christ the King’s Jordan 
Fuchs (UConn), James Coleman (Albany) 
and Beach Channel’s Folorunso Fatukasi 
(UConn) representing Queens.

Former CK star Kalief Joyner, now at 
Cheshire Academy (Conn.), signed with 
Albany.

Hoskins signs with Central Conn 
as Celestain heads to Monmouth
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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Pride of New York

Philip Berry
Borough of Manhattan Community College

Queens College
Vice Chairperson, CUNY Board of Trustees

President, Philip Berry Associates LLC.

Robert T. Johnson
City College of New York

District Attorney, Bronx County; 
Former Acting Justice of New York

State Supreme Court

Shirley Chisholm
Brooklyn College
Former Congresswoman and 
Candidate for Democratic Presidential Nomination
In Memoriam

Helen Marshall
Queens College
Queens Borough President, Former New York City
Councilmember and New York State
Assemblymember

Ayodele Oti
Macaulay Honors College at

City College of New York
Truman Scholar 2011

Ruby Dee
Hunter College

Award-winning Star of Stage
and Screen Writer

Colin Powell
City College of New York
Former U.S. Secretary of State
Former Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff

Lowell Hawthorne
Bronx Community College
President and CEO
Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery
& Grill

Bert Mitchell
Baruch College

Founder, Chairman & CEO
Mitchell & Titus LLP

Iyanla Vanzant
Medgar Evers College

CUNY Law School
Best-selling Author,

Inspirational Speaker

Walter Mosley
City College of New York
Award-winning Author
Founder, City College Publishing Certificate Program

Funlayo Easter Wood
Bronx Community College
CUNY BA City College of New York MA
Fulbright-Hays Scholar 2011
Harvard University

VISIT WWW.CUNY.EDU  1-800-CUNY -YES CUNY-TV CHANNEL 75

The City University of New York Celebrates Black History Month.
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