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Lawyer claims
teen brutalized 
in 109th arrest

Youth faces charges after Flushing scuffl e

BY JOE ANUTA

A southeast Queens lawyer 
running for City Council held a 
news conference Tuesday to de-
nounce the NYPD for what he 
said was excessive force when of-
ficers from the 109th Precinct in 
Flushing arrested a 
teenager.

Jacques Lean-
dre, who is running 
for the Council seat 
recently vacated 
by now-state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Jamaica), is de-
fending 19-year-old 
Robert Jackson, 
who was arrested 
Jan. 8 and charged 
with obstructing 
governmental ad-
ministration, re-
sisting arrest, possession of mari-
juana and disorderly conduct, 
according to the Queens district 
attorney.

A video of the arrest, record-
ed on an anonymous bystander’s 
cellphone, begins as two officers 
have Jackson on the ground 
outside the Flushing YMCA on 
Northern Boulevard and are at-
tempting to arrest him. At least 
two of the officers strike Jackson 

as bystanders yell 
and within a min-
ute a crowd of other 
officers run over, 
obscuring the view 
of Jackson, and the 
video ends.

“This unfortu-
nate incident con-
ducted by the police 
officers we pay to 
protect us is repre-
hensible and unac-
ceptable,” Leandre 
said. “We will ag-
gressively defend 

Robert Jackson and call on as-
sistant [sic] District Attorney 
Richard Brown to immediately 

Continued on Page 48

ROBERT JACKSON

Political coup
could reframe
Queens GOP

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Republican City 
Council members found a loop-
hole last month to appoint a new 
Queens commissioner to the city 
Board of Elections, which could 
cause a major shift in power in-
side the Queens GOP organiza-
tion. 

Councilmen Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), James Oddo (R-Stat-
en Island) and Vincent Ignizio 
(R-Staten Island), three out of the 
five sitting GOP Council mem-
bers, voted to place Michael Mi-
chel as the Queens commissioner 
on the board against the wishes 
of the Queens County Republican 
Party. 

Ulrich has long been at odds 
with the Queens party and has 
been at the forefront of an insur-
gent movement. The party even 
mounted a primary challenge 
against Ulrich’s unsuccessful run 
for the state Senate late last year.

This latest move took the 
entire borough by surprise and 
could prove to be a major blow to 
the county organization should 
the power play by Ulrich, Oddo 
and Ignizio withstand a legal test. 
Both sides have teams arguing 
their respective cases in court. 

Queens and Staten Island 
are the only boroughs with two 
Republicans in the City Council, 
which is overwhelmingly gov-
erned by members of the Demo-
cratic Party. 

Continued on Page 49

SNOW DOG
Simba, a Pomeranian pup, plays in the snow at Crocheron Park in Bayside. 
See weather coverage on Pages 4, 44. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO

The Bayside commu-
nity has been making itself 
heard over airplane noise 
in recent months and has 
now recruited some CUNY 
law students to help get its 
legal battle off the ground.

Earlier this week, 
Community Board 11 mem-
ber Janet McEneaney went 
to CUNY School of Law to 
speak with 21 students who 
will explore her communi-
ty’s possible legal challenge 
to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration as a spring 
project for the semester. 
The students will present 
their legal findings to the 
board at its meeting in ei-
ther May or June, she said.

The students will work 
under the guidance of pro-
fessor Rebecca Bratspies to 
consider whether or not the 
FAA has operated legally as 
it made changes to its flight 
patterns at LaGuardia Air-
port and if the agency had 
considered community in-
put as required by law.

“The objective here 
is to find out what the law 
says, and whether or not 
we can find answers to our 
questions,” McEneaney 
said. “This is a very com-
plex and interesting legal 
question and I think it re-
ally has pedagogical value 
for the law students.”

For months McE-
neaney led a local charge 
against the FAA to address 
a noticeable increase in air-

plane traffic and noise com-
ing out of LaGuardia Air-
port in northeast Queens, 
but said it has been nearly 
impossible to get any re-
sponses of substance from 
the agency.

“The FAA seems to be 
accustomed to dealing with 
people in communities, and 
I think they have learned 
how to divide and conquer,” 
McEneaney said. “They 
are very good at not saying 
things.”

Outrage ensued as 
the borough learned more 
about the FAA’s changes 
in arrival and departure 
patterns over residential 
neighborhoods in northeast 
Queens, which were imple-
mented in February 2012 
initially for a six-month 
trial basis. The agency then 
announced it would make 
the changes permanent in 

December, according to 
elected officials.

The uproar garnered 
community support toward 
the end of 2012 as elected of-
ficials from the city, state 
and federal governments 
added their clout to the 
cause against air and noise 
pollution.

Most recently, U.S. 
Reps. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Steve Israel 
(D-Hauppauge) sent a joint 
letter to the FAA urging it 
to actively seek community 
input when considering 
changes to its flight pat-
terns.

“While we acknowl-
edge that there is no per-
fect solution to airspace 
congestion, we believe that 
our constituents have been 
unfairly and unexpectedly 
burdened,” Meng and Israel 
said in a letter to FAA Ad-

ministrator Michel Huerta. 
“The new routes were im-
plemented without the con-
sultation of local elected 
officials and constituents, 
an oversight that Carmine 
Gallo, the FAA regional ad-
ministrator, acknowledged 
at an FAA briefing for local 
officials Jan. 18. “We hope 
that the FAA is able to pro-
duce a more balanced plan 
that would alleviate the 
noise pollution for our con-
stituents and restore the 
quality of life in our neigh-
borhoods.”

CB 11 also passed a 
resolution in its February 
meeting in response to resi-
dents’ complaints request-
ing the FAA to conduct 
an environmental impact 
study and to hold a pub-
lic meeting in northeast 
Queens.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
New York Hospital 

Queens cut the ribbon on 
its first community-based 
practice Tuesday night in 
Whitestone, heralding a 
new phase of expansion in a 
borough where many other 
health care facilities have 
failed.

Dr. Stephen Rimar, 
chief medical officer at 
NYHQ and Stephen Mills, 
president and chief execu-
tive officer, were joined by 
doctors and lawmakers who 
welcomed the new primary 
care, internal medicine and 
cardiology facility near 
the corner of 150th Street 
and 14th Avenue. Doctors 
Ambrose Pipia, Domenick 
Acquista and Katherine 
Heretis will be the first to 
practice at the facility, but 
they will be joined by addi-
tional physicians through-
out the year, according to 

the hospital.
The Tudor-style exte-

rior of the facility exudes 
the small-town vibes Whit-
estone residents cherish, 
but the sleek interior is de-
cidedly state of the art. The 
facility is the first of many 
offices the hospital hopes 
to open and comes on the 
heels of another massive 
expansion.

In 2010, the hospital, 
whose main building is on 
the corner of Main Street 
and Booth Memorial Av-
enue, cut the ribbon on a 
new wing that added more 
than 190,000 square feet to 
the facility as part of a $200 
million modernization pro-
gram.

That same year the 
hospital, a nonprofit af-
filiated with the New York-
Presbyterian Healthcare 
System, reported a budget 
surplus in the millions, ac-

Bayside is calling in reinforcements out of CUNY School of Law as it tries to prepare a legal case 
against the  Federal Aviation Administration over flight noise. AP Photo/Business Wire

Bayside steps up FAA fi ght
CB 11 members recruit CUNY law students to explore legal case

NYHQ opens fi rst 
satellite in Queens

A group including Dr. Stephen Rimar (l.-r.), state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
and City Councilman Dan Halloran help cut the ribbon on a new 
NYHQ internal medicine clinic, modeled to look like the lobby of 
the main hospital. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Glen Oaks community calls for complete curb overhaul
City agencies to convene with Councilman Weprin to consider cutting tree roots near sidewalk
BY PHIL CORSO

Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
said he has grown tired of 
seeing his community get 
kicked to the curb when 
asking the city to dig up the 
funding for street renova-
tions.

For more than 15 
years, the community lead-
er said, he has been hitting 
the pavement with hopes 
of addressing an issue that 
has only gotten worse with 
time. The area’s lack of 
street-side curbs has led to 
an even worse pothole prob-
lem due to the deteriorating 
pavement throughout Glen 
Oaks, he said.

Throughout the com-
munity, long gaps between 
the sidewalk and road make 
for hazardous conditions, 
whether someone is leav-
ing a parked car or stepping 
onto a sidewalk. And in in-

clement weather, Friedrich 
said the lack of adequate 
curbs has made it impos-
sible for stormwater runoff 
to be disposed of properly, 
resulting in puddles and 
unsanitary conditions.

Friedrich said the 
problem was most notice-
able where trees grew along 
the sidewalk and their roots 
grew out toward the street, 
resulting in gaps between 
sidewalks and bigger holes 
in the street.

“We have a lot of se-
niors here and have seen 
some injuries come from 
this issue,” Friedrich said. 
“It has become an unten-
able situation and that 
needs to change.”

The aging curbs 
throughout Glen Oaks 
have been a priority issue 
for Community Board 13, 
which oversees neighbor-
hoods along the Nassau 
County border in northeast 

Queens. The area has not 
had any curb maintenance 
for more than 60 years, 
Friedrich said, when the 
sidewalks were installed.

Whenever he tried 
bringing his concerns to lo-
cal government, Friedrich 

said he would be put in the 
middle of a finger-pointing 
match between the city 
Parks and Transportation 
departments over who had 
jurisdiction over street-
side trees. He said the DOT 
refused to touch the trees 

because the Parks Depart-
ment does not allow it to 
tamper with roots.

A spokesman for the 
DOT said workers will join 
with the community later 
this month for a meeting 
to address whether or not 
curbs could be installed in 
the future.

“It appears to me that 
the city is more concerned 
with the health and well-
being of its trees than of its 
own residents,” Friedrich 
said. “It is unacceptable. 
These regulations make no 
sense.”

In some areas of town, 
Glen Oaks residents in-
stalled rubber tubing along 
the sidewalks to compen-
sate, but Friedrich said 
they only worked for so long 
before being worn down by 
the outdoor elements.

Later this month, 
Friedrich will meet with 
City Councilman Mark 

Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), and the city Parks 
and Transportation depart-
ments to go over the curb 
areas that have worsened 
over time.

“The objective of this 
meeting will be to make 
sure Parks allows the DOT 
to replace curbs that have 
been destroyed by trees, 
which will necessitate ei-
ther cutting off the roots 
or tree removal,” Friedrich 
said.

But that is not to say 
that Glen Oaks does not 
value its trees. According 
to Friedrich, the commu-
nity is always the first to 
stand up and protect its 
more than 1,000 trees from 
overdevelopment and mis-
treatment.

“We love our trees,” 
Friedrich said. “But these 
regulations need to go.”

Glen Oaks Village President Bob Friedrich motions toward one of 
the many trees he says complicates his area’s lack of adequate 
curbs. Photo by Phil Corso
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BT Pope’s resignation catches boro off guard
Queens Catholics credit Benedict XVI for courageous decision to end papacy for fi rst time in 600 years

BY PHIL CORSO
 
The unexpected res-

ignation of Pope Benedict 
XVI did more than surprise 
members of the Catholic 
community and the world. 
It also broke a more than 
600-year-old tradition, set-
ting the stage for what Bay-
side’s Dennis Farrell said 
will undoubtedly spark 
interest in the church’s fu-
ture moving forward.

“There is going to be 
so much to watch for in re-
gards to all of this,” said 
Farrell, principal of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School. 
“This may be a one-time 
only event in our history, 
so it will be very interest-
ing to see how it plays out.”

Farrell said he, like 
so many others across the 
borough, city and world, 
were caught completely 
off guard by the pope’s an-
nouncement Monday that 
he had decided to step down 
by the end of the month. 

Typically, a pope would re-
main in office until death, 
raising questions over how 
the church would then han-
dle Benedict’s death in the 
future.

It was the first time a 
pope has voluntarily left 
the position in six centu-
ries, since Pope Gregory 
XII in 1415, but was neces-
sary because of a growing 
fatigue in Benedict’s de-
meanor, he said.

“After having re-
peatedly examined my con-
science before God, I have 
come to the certainty that 
my strengths, due to an 
advanced age, are no lon-
ger suited to an adequate 
exercise of the Petrine min-
istry,” Benedict said as he 
delivered his statement in 
Latin earlier this week, ef-
fective Feb. 28. “In today’s 
world, subject to so many 
rapid changes and shaken 
by questions of deep rele-
vance for the life of faith, in 
order to govern the barque 

of St. Pe ter and proclaim 
the Gospel, both strength 
of mind and body are neces-
sary, strength which in the 
last few months has dete-

riorated in me to the extent 
that I have had to recognize 
my incapacity to adequate-
ly fulfill the ministry en-
trusted to me.”

Benedict, the 85-year-
old German native also 
known as Joseph Ratzing-
er, was elected to lead the 
Vatican in 2005 after the 

death of his predecessor, 
Pope John Paul II.

Ferrell said he won-
dered whether or not the 
church would choose a con-
servative-leaning succes-
sor for Benedict. Bookees 
keeping tabs on the odds, 
however, have weighed in 
heavily on Ghana’s Cardi-
nal Peter Turkson, Cana-
da’s Cardinal Marc Ouellet 
and Cardinal Francis Arin-
ze of Nigeria as some of the 
heavy favorites.

The name of Cardi-
nal Timothy M. Dolan, the 
archbishop of New York, 
has been floated since 
Benedict’s announcement, 
though he has been widely 
considered a long shot for 
the spot.

Benedict’s decision to 
resign may have the poten-
tial to set a new precedent, 
according to Monsignor 
John Mahoney, of Our Lady 
of Fatima Church in East 
Elmhurst.

Pope Benedict XVI arrives in St. Peter’s Basilica on the occasion of the celebration of Ash Wednesday 
mass at the Vatican Wednesday. AP Photo/Alessandro Bianchi, Pool

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The winter storm that 

carried fear and anxiety 
toward New York City last 
weekend brought about a 
foot of snow to Queens as 
thousands of households in 
the Rockaways lost power 
after the failure of tempo-
rary electrical infrastruc-
ture constructed in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

The disruptions and 
massive amounts of snow 
that plagued parts of Long 
Island, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts were not 
felt as harshly in the bor-
ough, where by Sunday it 
appeared nearly all of the 
roads in Queens had been 
plowed. The borough re-
ceived between 6 and 15 

inches of snow.
Many elected officials 

and civic leaders gave the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion a thumbs-up for its re-
sponse to the storm.

Roger Gendron, presi-
dent of the New Hamilton 
Beach Civic, said that while 
many of his neighbors are 
still struggling in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy, the 
storm did not bring a sig-
nificant storm surge that 
would have caused flood-
ing, though many moved 
their cars to higher ground 
in anticipation.

“They were nervous,” 
he said. “When you have 
possible coastal flooding, 
after what we went through, 
you do get nervous.”

Gendron said that 

many gas stations in the 
area had long lines before 
the storm hit and some sta-
tions ran out of fuel.

Down in the Rock-
aways, state Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) said the storm had 
a relatively minor impact 
on the hardship many are 
still enduring every day. 
But it may have exposed 
some faults in how power is 
piped to the area.

After Hurricane San-
dy devastated the peninsu-
lar group of neighborhoods 
and their infrastructure 
with a record storm surge, 
the Long Island Power Au-
thority set up temporary 
measures to power the 
area.

Winter storm causes concern
over Rockaway power supply

Foreclosure activity in county
records huge increase in 2012

BY RICH BOCKMANN

By the time the fore-
closure crisis peaked in 
Queens in 2009, the bor-
ough had seen four years in 
which mortgage servicers 
were filing a growing num-
ber of actions against strug-
gling homeowners.

That trend was con-
tinuing when in October 
2010, the state courts re-
sponded to the dubious 
practice of “robosigning” 
by requiring the banks to 
cross the t’s and dot the i’s 
on their paperwork, and the 
numbers for 2010 dropped 
off dramatically.

After a relatively quiet 
2011, however, 2012 was a 
year when banks started 
initiating foreclosure ac-

tions again at an alarming 
rate, according to a new 
report.

“Honestly, this is 
something we’ve been ex-
pecting for over a year now, 
for the other shoe to drop 
in New York,” said Daren 
Blomquist, vice president 
of the real estate monitor-
ing firm RealtyTrac.

The number of Queens 

homes foreclosed upon in 
2012 rose 16 percent to a to-
tal of 255, according to Re-
altyTrac, with the highest 
number by far in Jamaica 
followed by East Elmhurst, 
Far Rockaway and Ozone 
Park.

The number of dis-
tressed homeowners no-
tified that a foreclosure 
proceeding would be filed 
against them shot up by 
more than 200 percent, with 
over 4,000 homeowners re-
ceiving default notices.

States where fore-
closures are not handled 
through the courts have 
seen steadier foreclosure 
trends, Blomquist said, 
and the big increase on the 
front end of the process in 

A new report reveals foreclo-
sure activity in Queens showed 
a dramatic increase in 2012. 

AP Photo/Paul Sakuma

Continued on Page 48
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BTCouncil tackles subway deaths
MTA, union offer different solutions at public hearing to solve problem

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

City Councilman 
James Vacca (D-Bronx) con-
vened a public hearing last 
week to try to determine 
what can be done to reduce 
the number of people struck 
by subway trains, declar-
ing “one death on our city’s 
subway tracks is one death 
too many.”

The Feb. 7 hearing 
was convened after two 
highly publicized subway 
incidents late last year in 
which an Elmhurst man 
was pushed onto the tracks 
in midtown Manhattan and 
another Elmhurst resident 
was shoved off the platform 
in Sunnyside,  

“We must take steps 
to prevent these tragedies 
from happening as other 
cities around the world 
have done,” said Vacca, 
chairman of the Council’s 
Transportation Commit-
tee.

 The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said the agency has consid-
ered a number of possible 
solutions, including infra-
red sensors and barriers 
between the platform and 

the track.
Local 100 of the Trans-

port Workers Union, which 
represents thousands of 
subway workers, said the 
answer was for subway op-
erators to slow to 10 mph as 
they approached stations.

“That’s not an option,” 
said Carmen Bianco, senior 

vice president for subways, 
who testified for more than 
an hour in an exhaustive 
report and answered ques-
tions about the agency’s 
activities in search of a so-
lution to deaths involving 
people who fall, are pushed 
or throw themselves onto 
the tracks. Bianco said 

a slowdown would bring 
overcrowding and reduce 
the number of trains per 
hour from 27 to 22.

“It’s just not feasible in 
our system,” Bianco said. 
“It would prolong every 
commuters’ trip and wors-
en crowding in trains.”

Carmen Bianco, senior vice president for subways (r.), testifies about the MTA’s solution to deaths 
involving people who fall, are pushed or throw themselves onto the tracks. He is joined by Herbie 
Lambert, chief transportation officer for subways. Photo by Philip Newman

Catsimatidis slams No. 7 shutdown
BY REBECCA HENELY

Republican mayoral hopeful 
John Catsimatidis visited Queens 
Plaza last week to demand the MTA 
halt work on the No. 7 train for the 
weekends of the Lunar New Year.

“Why are they abusing the Asians 
and not respecting them?” Catsima-
tidis asked. “They’re not showing re-
spect for half a million people in the 
outerboroughs.”

Catsimatidis was the latest poli-
tician to protest the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s decision 
to shut down the No. 7 train between 
Times Square and Queensborough 
Plaza for 13 consecutive weekends for 
ongoing work on the Queens artery’s 
signal system.

The MTA says when complete 
the new system, known as Communi-
cations Based Train Control, will in-

crease safety, decrease maintenance 
and allow the agency to run more 
trains. The agency has shut down the 
No. 7 train for consecutive weekends 
for multiple years in a row.

Small business owners in Long 
Island City have argued that taking 
the No. 7 out of commission for so long 

hurts their businesses, and Flushing 
elected officials and business leaders 
have been particularly irked that the 
work is not halted for Lunar New Year, 
a major holiday among the borough’s 
Chinese and Korean populations.

Catsimatidis joined with Ar-
thur Rosenfield, of the Astoria/Long 
Island City Chamber of Commerce; 
Democratic City Council Candidate 
Tony Meloni; and local business own-
ers Feb. 7 at Dutch Kills Green, a park 
in Queens Plaza near where the No. 7 
and the N and Q lines run, to protest 
the MTA’s decision. The Lunar New 
Year runs from Feb. 10 to 25.

“The weekend of Lunar New 
Year, they should have given us a 
break,” Catsimatidis said. “It’s no big 
deal.”

The track work for the No. 7 train 
ended up being canceled due to the 

Mayoral candidate John Catsimatidis (third 
from l.) and Arthur Rosenfield, of the LIC/
Astoria Chamber of Commerce, protest the 
No. 7 train weekend shutdowns in Dutch 
Kills Green. Photo by Rebecca Henely

City Council members James Vacca (second l.-r.), Debi Rose and 
Peter Koo asked questions about the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s storm preparedness at a Transportation Committee 
oversight hearing Tuesday. Photo by Karen Frantz

Rockaways’ A train 
to run again in June

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Normal A train service 

in the Rockaway Peninsula 
is expected to be restored 
in June, MTA President 
Thomas Prendergast said 
this week.

The development will 
be welcome news to Rock-
away residents, who have 
been without regular sub-
way service since Hur-
ricane Sandy washed out 
the A train connection be-
tween Howard Beach and 
the peninsula more than 
three months ago.

The Rockaway connec-
tion is one of two subway 
service areas that are still 
disabled due to Sandy’s 
wrath, the other being the 
South Ferry station in Low-
er Manhattan.

“We’re working tire-
lessly to remediate the 
most serious damage,” said 
Prendergast, saying the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority has made 
significant progress in re-
storing A train service to 
the Rockaways.

Prendergast made the 
comments at a storm pre-
paredness oversight hear-
ing of the City Council’s 
Committee on Transporta-
tion Tuesday.

The hearing was one of 
a series looking at how the 
city dealt with Sandy and 
its aftermath and how it 
can better prepare against 
future storms. Praise for 
the overall handling by 
the MTA of the storm’s af-
termath was nearly unani-
mous among committee 
members.

“By almost all ac-

counts the MTA’s response 
was excellent,” said Coun-
cilman James Vacca (D-
Bronx), chairman of the 
Transportation Committee, 
noting that MTA subway, 
bus and train service was 
restored almost to normal 
within a few weeks and the 
agency has made strides in 
disaster planning since the 
2010 blizzard.

But the damage that 
was done to the A train con-
nection between the Rock-
aways and Howard Beach 
was extensive, Prendergast 
noted.

The MTA launched 
an extensive effort to re-
move storm debris along 
the tracks and rebuild the 
track bed that was dam-
aged in the storm, Prender-
gast said. The agency also 
had to replace damaged and 
missing third rail protec-
tion boards and insulators 
and signal, power and com-
munications equipment, he 
said.

In the meantime, a free 
H shuttle train has been re-
placing A service between 
the Far Rockaway-Mott Av-
enue station and Beach 90th 
Street and all intermediate 
stops. A temporary ferry 
service was also started be-
tween the Rockaways and 
Manhattan in November 
to help residents, but some 
have complained about the 
45-minute interval between 
rides.

According to the MTA, 
the subway line between 
the Rockaways and Howard 
Beach serviced more than 
30,000 riders per day before 
the storm.

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 
children understand and appreciate math.

+

Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch up, 
as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.

+

Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each child’s 
weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better grades, 

higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

($149 value)
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

BY PHIL CORSO

The terminally ill 
quadriplegic woman who 
fought with family over her 
right to be taken off of life 
support died Sunday, her 
family said.

According to her par-
ents, Grace Sung Eun Lee, 
28, died when the ventilator 
keeping her alive stopped 
working properly over the 
weekend. She had spent her 
last months at her child-
hood home in Douglaston 
with father Manho Lee and 
mother Jin Ah Lee, they 
said.

The former Manhat-
tan banker became para-
lyzed in September due to 
the growth of an inoper-
able brain tumor and made 
headlines in the fall when 
she then begged doctors 
at North Shore University 
Hospital on Long Island to 
kill her by removing her 

breathing tube, lawyer Da-
vid Smith told TimesLedg-
er Newspapers.

The move sparked con-
troversy as her parents dis-
agreed with her decision 
and obtained a restrain-
ing order, preventing the 
hospital from turning off 
her support system, Smith 
said.

After a legal battle, a 
judge granted Lee the right 
to determine her own fate, 
but she instead decided 
against death, her lawyer 

said. Her parents contend-
ed religious tradition con-
flicted with Lee’s request 
to die, which she ultimately 
decided against.

She also gave permis-
sion to allow her parents 
to be custodians of her 
fate should she ever lose 
consciousness or become 
unable to make her own de-
cisions, Smith said, in the 
months before her death.

The illness started in 
September while she was 
training for the New York 
Marathon and suddenly 
became unable to move or 
breathe on her own. Accord-
ing to Smith, doctors gave 
Lee less than two weeks to 
live back in October.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Douglaston woman who fought 
to be taken off life support dies

GRACE LEE
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Open Mon., 
Tues., Wed.,Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, Sat. 9AM-6PM,Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.

Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Financing for qualified buyers, on select single item purchases of $399 or more.  Financing and prices valid until 2/18/13. See store for financing requirements.  See store for details on rebate offers.  Not responsible for typographical  errors.  Some photos may be used for illustrative  purposes and may not be exact 
replication of item.  With Payments/Deferred Interest: On Purchases of [$399 or more] with your promotional financing card.  Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the  promotional balance, including optional charges,  is not paid in full within your selected financing program/period or if you make 

a late payment. Minimum Monthly Payments Required.  * *If promo and debt cancellation are not paid in full [within selected financing program/period, interest at 28.99% will be assessed from purchase date.    If account goes 60 days past due, promo may be terminated early and accrued interest will be billed.  
As of 02/16/2010, Purchase  APR 28.99%; Penalty APR 29.99%.  Minimum Interest $2.  Subject to credit approval.   Equal Payment/No Interest  No Interest for selected financing program/period*.  On Purchases of $399 or more with your promotional financing credit card made until 2/18/13. Equal Fixed Minimum Monthly

Payments Required.  Penalty APR may apply if you make a late payment.*  *Selected program monthly payments equal to promo purchase divided equally by number of months in promo period are required until expiration but no interest will be assessed if  all minimum monthly payments on account,  
including debt cancellation, paid when due.  If account goes 60 days past due, promo may be terminated early and standard account terms will apply.  As of 02/16/10, Purchase APR 28.99%; Penalty APR 29.99%.  Minimum Interest $2.  Subject to credit approval.  See store for details.  Offer valid until 2/18/13. 

** THIS PRICE GUARANTEE APPLIES TO A LOCAL STOCKING RETAIL STORE.  PRICE GUARANTEE DOES NOT APPLY TO LIMITED QUANTITY/LIMITED SPECIAL TIMING AND CLOSE-OUT ITEMS.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

bobcocciasappliance.com
215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.

Bayside, New York
(718) 224-4344

PRESIDENTS’ WEEKEND SUPER SALE!

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

SAVE NOW
THRU

MONDAY!

SAVE NOW
THRU

MONDAY!

4 Piece Stainless Steel Package Includes: 
B22CS30SNS 22.0 Cu. Ft. Side-By-Side Refrigerator,

SHX3AR75UC Built-In Dishwasher, HES3053U 30" Electric
Range and HMV3051UC Over-the-Range Microwave Oven

SALE 
PRICE... $299999

REG PKG. PRICE.................$4889.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -       934.00
LESS MAIL-IN REBATES - 956.00

$934 Instant 
Savings!!

3.7 Cu. Ft. 
Capacity 
Top-Load 
Washer
• 13 wash cycles 
• 5 water levels
GTWP2250DWW

SALE 
PRICE... $39999

REG PRICE......................$ 599.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE   - 200.00

“IQ-Series” 4.3 Cu. Ft.
Front Load Washer &
8.0 Cu. Ft. Front Load 
Electric Dryer
EILFS60LSS/EIMED60LSS

SALE 
PRICE... $199999

PAIR PRICE.....................$2599.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -    600.00

PAIR SPECIAL!
$600 Instant 

Savings!!

SALE 
PRICE... $39999

REG PRICE.......................$599.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -   200.00

3.4 Cu. Ft. Top-Load Washer
• Fabric Sense™ wash system
• Porcelain wash basket
WTW4850XQ

$200 Instant 
Savings!!

CLOSE-OUT!

PLUS.. $180
E-STAR Rebate!

PLUS..$80 IN
DELIVERY/INSTALL

REBATES!

4.3 Cu. Ft. Front Load
Washer & 7.4 Cu. Ft.
Electric Dryer 
with Steam
MHW6000XW/MED6000XW

BUY THE PAIR...

SALE 
PRICE...

$179999

REG PRICE......................$2199.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -    400.00

19.7 Cu. Ft.
French Door
Refrigerator/
Bottom
Freezer
LFC20770ST

30” WIDE30” WIDE

$430 Instant Savings!!

30" 
Gas Range
• 4 Sealed Burners
• Quick Boil Burner
• 5.0 cu. ft. Oven
Capacity
• Ready-Select
Controls 
FFGF3053LS

SALE 
PRICE... $145999

REG PRICE.....................$1979.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -   520.00

$520 Instant 
Savings!!

30” 
Gas Range
• 4 Sealed Burners
• 5.0 cu. ft. 

Self-Clean Oven
• Continuous

Grates
• Storage Drawer
JGB281DERWW

$69999
SALE PRICE... LESS 

IN-STORE
REBATE!

$200 Instant 
Savings!!

“Architect
Series II”
30” Gas
Range with
Convection
Oven
• Close-out model
KGRS206XSS

SALE 
PRICE... $89999

REG PRICE.....................$1499.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -   600.00

$600 Instant 
Savings!!

SALE 
PRICE...

$143999

REG PRICE.....................$1869.99
LESS INSTANT REBATE -   430.00

$74999
SALE PRICE...

LESS $50 
INSTANT
REBATE!

PLUS 
IN-STORE
REBATES!

1080p LED HDTV
• 1080p Full HD resolution 
• Clear motion rate of 240

• 2 HDMI inputs 
• Integrated stereo speakers

40” -
UN40ES6003
$64999

46” -
UN46ES6003
$74999

55” -
UN55ES6003
$109999

60” -
UN60ES6003
$139999

SPECIAL 0%
INTEREST

FINANCING!*

SPECIAL 0%
INTEREST

FINANCING!*
*For qualified buyers on select brands

& models. See store for details.

$400 Instant Savings!!

HOLIDAY BONUS..
BUY ONE PEDESTAL,

GET ONE FREE!**
WITH PURCHASE OF THIS LAUNDRY

PAIR.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

Self-Cleaning
30” 
Double Gas
Range with
EvenJet
Convection
System
LDG3016ST
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BLOTTER

Sade Falebita - Class of ’12
B.S./M.S. Accounting

B.A. Communication Arts

SFC . eduS

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Powerful programs and opportunities for learning
through amazing internships in New York City.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, March 3rd 10am -2pm

Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.
**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only
*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

Take the First Step Toward 
Homeownership 

or Smart Re�nancing!

Purchase/Refinance Applicants may qualify for up to $2,000* 
in closing costs and 0.375%* off the rate** 

�

� First-Time Home Buyers may save $500 in closing costs**

Our Residential Loan Options Include:
Financing for 1-4 Family Homes, Cooperatives and Condominiums

Purchase, Rate/Term and Cash-Out Refinancing

Adjustable and Fixed Rate Mortgages��

�

�

Current Mortgage Incentives Include:�

We Also Offer Commercial 
Mortgages & Small 

Business Administration
 (SBA) Loans!

To Get Started ... Call Today!To Get Started ... Call Today!

Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882
917.655.7685 / KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated (Emigrant) - NMLS#1577. All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of 
Emigrant Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes 
are servicemarks or trademarks of Emigrant in the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained 
herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant 
without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products 
and/or programs are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties.  Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York: Mortgage Bankers License, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, 
New York 10004. Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY and PA.  10/09/12

Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503
347.276.8123 / LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

Foreign Nationals and Non-Resident Aliens Eligible�

POLICE 

Blotter
Electric mishap causes Clearview shutdown

BAYSIDE — An electrical failure 
on a line running under the roadbed of 
the Northern Boulevard overpass span-
ning the Clearview Expressway caused 
a massive shutdown of both thorough-
fares over the weekend, according to 
Consolidated Edison and the FDNY.

Northbound lanes of the Clearview 
Expressway were shut down from Sat-
urday afternoon until Sunday morning 
as crews worked to repair the line and 
clean up material that had fallen onto 
the highway, according to Con Ed.

The smell of burnt rubber wafted 
down the corridor of the thoroughfare 
and cars travelling along Northern 
Boulevard were also prohibited from 
crossing over the Clearview well into 
Sunday.

Man committed suicide with knife: Police
FLUSHING — A man was found 

dead in his Flushing apartment last 
week from an apparent self-inflicted 
knife wound to the chest, police said.

Cops responded to a 911 call at about 
12:30 a.m. Feb. 7 and found a 49-year-old 
man, unconscious and unresponsive in-
side his Roosevelt Avenue apartment, 
police said.

His wife told police that her husband 
had been drinking and the two had been 
arguing before she went to sleep, police 
sources said. She awoke to a loud noise 
and called the cops when she discovered 
her husband, who was pronounced dead 
at the scene, according to police.

The medical examiner will deter-
mine the cause of death.

Cops search for teen missing from school
LONG ISLAND CITY — Police have released a photo of 

a teen who disappeared in Long Island City Feb. 7.
Malazaja Mack, 15, was last seen at Information Tech-

nology High School, at 21-46 44th Road in Long Island City, 
according to police.

Mack lives within the 109th Precinct.
The teen is described as being 5 feet 7 inches and 150 

pounds with brown eyes and black hair, according to police. 
She was last seen wearing black sneakers, black spandex 
pants and a gray hooded sweatshirt with the word “love” on 
the back, cops said.

Con Edison employees work on the Clearview 
Expressway after an electrical failure caused the 
shutdown of the highway as well Northern Boulevard. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Police say a man appeared to have stabbed himself 
inside his Flushing apartment. Photo by Joe Anuta

MALAZAJA MACK
  Image courtesy NYPD

FLUSHING — Police 
discovered the body of an 
Asian male Wednesday 
morning inside a vehicle 
parked along Union Street, 
cops said.

The car had been cov-

ered with a sheet and the 
area around the yellow 
Toyota SUV taped off in the 
morning, and just after 11 
a.m. the medical examiner 
arrived to take away the 
body and later determine 

the cause of death.
Police sources said 

that death appeared natu-
ral and no criminality was 
suspected.

Dead body found inside car on Union Street
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Queens ranks as one of 
the top five most expensive 
urban areas in the coun-
try as detailed by a City 
Council report on the city’s 
middle class released this 
month.

The Council report, 
titled the “Middle Class 
Squeeze,” investigated how 
the city’s middle class has 
fared since 1989. It found 
that the middle class is 
shrinking as a percentage 
of New York City’s total 
population.

The report was high-
lighted by Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) in her State of the 
City address this week.

“We need to make sure 
that the people who want to 
stay in our great city can 
afford to stay here,” she 
said Monday. “We have no 
greater challenge or obli-
gation to the families we 
represent than to tackle 
this problem head-on and 
deliver results. The future 
of our city depends on it.”

According to 2011 fig-
ures from the Council for 
Community and Economic 
Research cited in the Coun-
cil study, the cost of living 
in Queens is 54 percent 
higher than the national 
average. It comes in after 
only Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
Honolulu and San Francis-
co as urban areas having 
the country’s highest costs 
of living.

Housing costs also 
makes up the major part 
of the cost of living in 
Queens, with housing costs 
2 1/2 times higher than the 

national average, the re-
port said. The borough is 
ranked seventh out of 300 
U.S. metropolitan areas for 
high housing costs.

But Queens is still far 
less expensive than Man-
hattan, whose cost of living 
is 123 parent higher than 
the national average, and 
Brooklyn, where the cost is 
85 percent higher. The cost 
of living in Queens is also 
only modestly higher than 
other urban areas such as 
San Jose, Calif.; Bridge-
port, Conn.; and Washing-
ton, D.C.

Quinn sought to ad-
dress problems besieging 
the city’s middle class, 
such as high housing costs, 
in her State of the City ad-
dress.

She proposed the con-
struction of 40,000 new af-
fordable housing units for 
people with middle incomes 
over the next 10 years, an 
undertaking that she said 
would be the largest con-
struction project of its kind 
in decades.

She also suggested of-
fering property tax caps 
for buildings with high-
end market rate units that 
agree to set aside a number 
of units for affordable hous-
ing.

“We will not allow 
middle-class families to get 
priced out of the neighbor-
hoods they helped build,” 
Quinn said. “We will keep 
New York City what it has 
always been — a place 
where opportunity is given, 
not just to those who can af-
ford to buy it, but to those 
willing to work for it.”

BREAKING

BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens Village 
Republican Club honored 
our nation’s 16th president, 
an outspoken blogger and a 
fallen soldier at its Lincoln 
Dinner Sunday.

The annual affair, held 
at Antun’s, at 96-43 Spring-
field Blvd. in Queens Vil-
lage, serves as a platform to 
call attention to the achieve-
ments of party members in 
Queens and discuss broad-
er goals of the GOP.

“Lincoln was a unifier. 
He believed in one nation,” 
said Gerald Matacotta, 
the replacement keynote 
speaker for the evening af-
ter Rabbi Aryeh Spero was 
delayed by weather.

Matacotta discussed 
the better qualities of Lin-
coln, such as his willing-
ness to listen to differing 
opinions and his love of the 
arts, and urged those in at-
tendance to follow the his-
toric lawmaker’s lead.

“We are the party of 
progress,” Matacotta said. 
“We are not the party of the 
past, but of the present and 
future.”

Matacotta, a history 
instructor at Queensbor-
ough Community College, 
talked extensively on the 
topic of education. He es-
poused the concept of clas-
sical education, with a fo-
cus on deduction, Western 
history and th arts.

He also warned the 
audience that he believed 
the current education sys-
tem had been hijacked 
by a group of elitists, and 
compared this takeover to 
tactics used by three 20th 
century strongmen: Mao 
Zedong, Joseph Stalin and 
Adolf Hitler.

Diners received more 
cautionary advice from 

Pamela Geller, the author 
of “Stop the Islamization 
of America: A Practical 
Guide to the Resistance” 
and editor of atlasshrugs.
com. Geller, along with din-
ner emcee City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) were vocal opponents 
of the mosque proposed two 
blocks from the site of the 
fallen World Trade Center.

Geller, who was de-
scribed as controversial 
by two people who spoke 
before her, warned diners 
of the dangers of the global 
jihad, which she character-
ized as the assault on the 
Western world as outlined 
in Islam and the pitfalls of 
political correctness.

“Truth is the new hate 
speech,” she said.

Geller also detailed 
the legal troubles she faced 
when trying to place ads 
on the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority’s sta-

tions and trains  that read, 
“In any war between the 
civilized man and the sav-
age, support the civilized 
man. Support Israel. Defeat 
Jihad.”

GOP mayoral candi-
date John Catsimatidis lat-
er spoke at the event, tell-
ing Geller that if he were in 
Gracie Mansion, she would 
not have faced any legal 
troubles.

Midway through the 
evening, the family of late 
Lance Cpl. Greg Buckley Jr. 
took the stage to receive an 
honor from the club.

Buckley, a U.S. Marine, 
was stationed in Helmand 
Province last summer 
when he was killed by an 
Afghanistan police recruit 
he was helping to train. 
Buckley had just turned 
21 and, according to his fa-
ther, was days away from 
coming home.

“My son was proud 

to be a Marine,” his fa-
ther said in an emotional 
speech. “He did it because 
of 9/11. I was down there for 
two days and when he grew 
up, he said he wanted to do 
the right thing.”

The club gave out two 
honors for GOP community 
leaders. Long Islander Raj 
Mehta received the Busi-
nessman of the Year Award. 
Mehta is chief executive of-
ficer of Infosys Internation-
al, an information technol-
ogy company that has been 
featured in Forbes and has 
received numerous awards 
for its rapid growth.

Khurshid Abdul-Mu-
takabbir, principal of Mas-
peth High School, received 
the Educator of the Year 
Award.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Pamela Gellar, who received the Patriot of the Year award, addresses the crowd at the Queens Village 
Republican Club. See more photos on Page 30. Photo by Christina Santucci 

Council Speaker Christine Quinn gives the State of the City ad-
dress. Photo by William Alatriste

Queens living costs 
fi fth highest in U.S.

GOP channels Honest Abe
Club honors Pamela Geller, fallen Marine at annual Republican dinner

City Councilman Mark Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
said his district office, at 73-03 Bell Blvd., will offer attor-
ney services for anyone with questions regarding immi-
gration related to naturalization and deferred action for 
childhood arrivals on the first Tuesday of every month 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The service will be available through June 30, the 
councilman said.

Call 718-468-0137 to schedule an appointment.

— Phil Corso

Weprin offers free immigration services
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Happy
Valentine’s

Day  
from Unit New York Lace Wigs

36-45 Bell Blvd. • Bayside, NY 11361
718.225.3103 • gohidoggy.com

GRAND OPENING!
Dog Grooming    Dog Care Supplies    Food 

Toys    Winter Coats    Puppies for Sale!

BY JOE ANUTA

The family of a 3-year-
old girl who fell out a 
window of a Woodside 
apartment held a funeral 
Tuesday night.

The child, Rusroshi 
Barua, tumbled out of a 
fifth-story bathroom win-
dow Sunday at about 2:30 
p.m. after she and her sister 
became locked in the bath-
room, according to police 
and multiple reports. When 
the superintendant of the 
building got the bathroom 
door open, Rusroshi was 
not inside.

Police arrived at the 
scene and found the girl in 
the back of the building. 
She was pronounced dead a 
few hours later.

The service was held 
at Park Hill Funeral Home 
in Ozone Park.

Vahida Gilic lives on 
the same floor as the Ban-
gladeshi family and attend-

ed the funeral along with 
another neighbor.

“It’s sad,” said Gilic, 
who has a 4-year-old child. 
“It makes you appreciate 
life a little more. And if 
you have kids, it really hits 
you.”

One of Gilic’s neigh-
bors posted two notes on 
the front door of the build-
ing, at 53-01 32nd Ave. One 
showed information about 
the funeral. The other read, 
“In these times of sadness, 
let’s join together to help 
our neighbors. Pass on gen-
erosity.”

A small memorial had 
been set up near the corner 
of the building, but few of 
the buildings’ tenants at-
tended Tuesday night’s ser-
vice, Gilic said.

The window that 
Rusroshi fell from did not 
have safety bars installed, 
which are required by law 
if an apartment is home 
to any children under the 

age of 10, according to the 
city Department of Hous-
ing. Building owners are 
required to send annual 
notices to tenants or occu-
pants to determine if win-
dow guards are required, 
the department said.

It was not known 
whether the family had 
requested window guards 
or filled out the annual no-
tices.

“Each year young chil-
dren are injured or die in 
falls from unguarded win-
dows. These are prevent-
able deaths and injuries,” 
the department’s website 
reads. “Owners have a re-
sponsibility to ensure that 
window guards are prop-
erly installed.”

The department in-
spected the residence Sun-
day, and issued a violation 
for the missing window 
guards. There were not 
complaints made before the 
fall.

Family holds service for toddler
who fell from 5th-fl oor window
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THE CHALLENGE
FOR NILY ROZIC

Recently elected state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic is 
the only Queens official on a Top 13 list of lawmakers la-
beled as up-and-coming environmental leaders.

But global warming and other environmental con-
cerns can be a tough sell when people are trying to make 
ends meet. For example, Rozic’s environmental platform 
includes opposition to hydraulic fracturing in New York.

Proponents of hydrofracking say it is an inexpensive 
way to produce fuel. They argue that allowing hydrofrack-
ing in the state will be an economic boon, spur job growth 
and reduce the nation’s dependence of fuel from the Middle 
East.

The state Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion is waiting to finalize hydrofracking regulations until 
a health review of the drilling method is completed.

Rozic needs to show that important environmental 
concerns can be addressed without ignoring fiscal reali-
ties.

If she can’t do that, she will not be an effective voice in 
the state Legislature.

Marcia Bystryn, president of the New York League of 
Conservation Voters, which produced the list, called Rozic 
part of a “new generation of environmental leadership in 
the New York state Senate and Assembly.”

Hopefully, that’s not just wishful thinking. Rozic and 
others will have to take on conservative legislators aligned 
with the Tea Party, who view conservation as some kind of 
leftist conspiracy.

Even Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a liberal Democrat, will 
be weighing his stands on these issues carefully. He has 
yet to take a position on hydrofracking. In the end, he has 
to answer to voters throughout the state who have bills to 
pay.

In her response to the league’s recognition, Rozic said 
the organization “is a leader in the fight for a green and 
healthy New York state, and I am proud to be working with 
them to better our quality of life in Queens.”

She promised to “continue to advocate for cleaner, 
greener and sustainable approaches to business, energy 
production and transit.”

We are sympathetic with the need to address environ-
mental concerns, but Rozic must avoid initiatives that ap-
pear extreme.

Environmental concerns need a rational, effective 
champion in Albany. We hope Rozic will become that 
champion.

GOP should look in mirror over hypocrisy

R
epublican support-
ers say if Democrats 
are going to call 
them stupid and 

hypocrites, they should 
have their facts right. Well, 
here are a few examples.

First, at least 116 Re-
publican governors, U.S. 
senators and U.S. repre-
sentatives were against 
President Barack Obama’s 
recovery act, while simul-
taneously requesting funds 

to create jobs in their dis-
tricts and taking credit for 
projects at ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies.

Another example? The 
Senate recently voted 62-
36 to give disaster relief to 
the Hurricane Sandy relief 
fund. The 36 “no” votes 
were all Republican. Thir-
ty-one of those votes came 
from Republicans who had 
requested disaster relief in 
past years. In 2005, the Sen-

ate vote on Katrina relief 
was 97-0.

One more? The Repub-
lican-controlled House of 
Representatives, contrary 
to then-U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton’s 
request last year for in-
creased embassy security 
funding, gave $300 million 
less than the State Depart-
ment asked for, which in-
cluded embassy security.

As for my claim that 

Republicans are stupid, let 
me quote Louisiana Gov. 
Bobby Jindal, who has 
emerged as a vocal critic 
of his own party since the 
November election. Jindal 
told the Republican Nation-
al Committee’s meeting in 
Charlotte, N.C., last month 
that it needed to “stop being 
the stupid party.”

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone
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READERS WRITE

Enjoy parks for open spaces, not sports stadiums
M

ajor League Soc-
cer’s Madison Av-
enue advertising 
that its proposed 

stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park will be a 
business boon for Queens 
is like everything it has 
been claiming: nonsense 
and without any credibility 
(“MLS sees stadium plan 
biz boon for Queens,” Jan. 
25-31).

People who watch 
games go home after-
ward. They do not stop at 
a retail store on Northern 
Boulevard to buy a pair of 
socks. For years, multimil-
lionaire, private, for-profit 
sports club owners have 
been dumping snake oil 
into New York City and 
municipalities elsewhere, 
aided and abetted by inept 
politicians, claiming their 

businesses, often with a 
raid on the public treasury 
with enormous taxpayer 
subsidies and perks, make 
important financial contri-
butions to the municipali-
ties’ economy. There is no 
fiscal justification for the 
claim.

Sports activities in the 
city do not account for more 
than seven-tenths of 1 per-
cent of the city’s gross econ-
omy, an amount of money 
that could be equated with 
the tip one gives the young-
ster who delivers your gro-
ceries. It does not put more 
police or firefighters on the 
street or build more class-
rooms or affordable hous-
ing. Money spent on sport-
ing events is discretionary 
spending after paying for 
room, board, health and 
education.

In his article “Play 
Ball or Else” (Readers’ Di-
gest, August 2005), Michael 
Crowley made reference 
to economist Allen Sand-
erson, of the University of 
Chicago, who said, “Sports 
teams pull in local fans 
who would be spending 
their cash somewhere else 
in town anyway. Instead 
of attracting new money, 
stadium events just move 
money around that was al-
ready headed for the city 
coffers.”

Crowley also quoted 
Sanderson, who in 2002 
said, “If you want to inject 
money into the local econ-
omy, it would be better to 
drop it from a helicopter 
than invest in a ball park.”

If money is to be made 
from a stadium, it will go 
into the pockets of the ball 

club owner and not the 
taxpayers, who in the case 
of MLS, will lose parkland 
and add to the further des-
ecration of the park.

Preservation Maga-
zine, in its September-Oc-
tober 2005 issue, contained 
an essay by Charles Birn-
baum, a landscape archi-
tect, the coordinator of the 
National Park Service His-
toric Landscape Initiative 
and founder of the Cultural 
Landscape Foundation, en-
titled “In Defense of Open 
Space,” which contained  
the following  important 
points:

• “Open space in Amer-
ica’s parks is being wiped 
out, revised or populated by 
new structures and park-
ing lots. Municipal officials 
tend to see such spaces as 
a void that must be filled, 

programmed to amuse all 
comers.”

• “When was it decided 
that strolling in dappled 
shade under a canopy of 
trees or roaming a sloping 
lawn is not a sufficient ex-
perience in its own right? 
When did we stop valuing 
the sound of running water, 
the humanizing scale and 
tactile marvels of nature? 
Who still appreciate his-
toric moss-covered walls 
and paths or a landscape 
designer’s choice of plants 
and ornaments?”

• “The national trend 
— the cluttering of repose-
ful park grounds with ac-
tivity-oriented focal points 
— is lamentable and per-
plexing, not least because 
park users themselves 
aren’t demanding change. 
According  to surveys con-

ducted over the past two 
decades between 70 and 80 
percent of American park 
users visit them specifi-
cally for passive, reflective 
experiences, not for enter-
tainment.”

Birnbaum’s comments 
should be mandatory read-
ing for all people seek-
ing public office and par-
ticularly people like state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), who does not 
view parkland as parks, 
but open space to be sold to 
the highest bidder and the 
public be damned, a belief 
so obnoxious that it makes 
him unworthy of holding 
public office.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Koch was a true New Yorker
I 

am writing to express 
my sympathies over 
the departure of former 
Mayor Ed Koch (1924-

2013), Mr. New York. The 
time was 1924 when Mr. 
New York was born in the 
Bronx, when “the smell of 
the Bronx is perfume to me” 
(Rodgers & Hart, “I Gotta 
Get Back to New York”) and 
“as black as onyx, we’ll find 
the Bron-nix Park Express” 
(Rodgers & Hart, “Manhat-
tan”).

Mr. New York graduat-
ed from New York Univer-
sity Law School and settled 
in “Greenwich where mod-
ern men itch to be free” 
(“Manhattan”) to play his 
guitar back in 1956 and be-
come involved in the mire 
of politics with the Village 
Independent Democrats to 
defeat Tammany Hall in 
1963 on his journey to City 
Hall as a three-term mayor 
(1978-89).

Upon Mr. New York’s 
election as mayor, I sent 
him a letter telling him 
“you grew up ridin’ the sub-

ways, runnin’ with people, 
up in Harlem, down on 
Broadway. You’re the heart 
and soul of New York City” 
(Odyssey, “Native New 
Yorker”).

A couple years later, I 
questioned him about his 
support of Medicaid-spon-
sored abortions in New 
York City at a Richmond 
Hill High School town hall 
meeting. Being a pragma-
tist, Mr. New York unfor-
tunately scratched out the 
lyrical line, “our future 
babies, we’ll take to Abie’s 
Irish Rose. I hope they’ll 
live to see it close” (“Man-
hattan”).

Despite the corrup-
tion scandal of the Parking 
Violations Bureau in 1985, 
Mr. New York was not tar-
nished by the fall of some of 
his closest political allies: 
“And in the station house 
we’ll end, but Civic Virtue 
cannot destroy the dreams 
of a girl and boy” (“Man-
hattan”).

But what is most mem-
orable about Mr. New York 

is having seen him, a Jew, 
attending mass at St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral during the 
time of the late John Cardi-
nal O’Connor and learning 
of Mr. New York’s burial in 
Trinity Church Cemetery 
in Washington Heights. His 
words in a 2009 interview 
were, “I believe in the af-
terlife. I believe in God. I 
believe in reward and pun-
ishment. And I hope to be 
rewarded.”

“New York is New 
York, that’s all you can say. 
It gets in your blood and it’s 
in there to stay” (“I Gotta 
Get Back To New York”). 
There are many televisions, 
but there is only one Mr. 
Television, Milton Berle. 
There are many native New 
Yorkers, myself included, 
but there is only one Mr. 
New York: Ed Koch.

May he rest in peace.

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

Storms proof of global warming

T
he latest information 
regarding this past 
year is that it was the 
warmest on record 

for the United States since 
records were kept since 
1895.

The abnormally dry, 
warm winter, followed by 
a dry, hot spring and sum-
mer with little rain caused 
severe drought conditions 
over more than 60 percent 
of the country. Then, a se-
vere derecho swept across 

the Midwest in late June 
2012 and caused millions of 
dollars in property damage 
and widespread power out-
ages.

Tropical Storm Deb-
by, Hurricanes Isaac and 
Sandy and the November 
nor’easter that dropped 
heavy snow across the 
northeast rounded out the 
weather disasters for 2012, 
causing additional billions 
of dollars in property dam-
age.

If this is not an indica-
tion that global warming is 
happening, I do not know 
what is. We need to prepare 
for more extreme weather 
events, such as we have just 
experienced this past year. 
They will be occurring 
with increasing frequency 
and violence.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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T
he policy of teacher 
evaluations has been 
with us during the 
last several years. 

This issue is constantly be-
ing brought to the forefront 
in terms of improving the 
public education system in 
New York state and espe-
cially New York City.

We have just seen a 
breakdown of negotiations 
between the city and the 
teachers union over a new 
teacher evaluation system.

For years vast efforts 
have been made to im-
prove city public schools. 
The blame for poor student 

performance is now being 
given to poor instruction 
by some of the public school 
teachers. The results are 
that teachers will be ob-
served more closely by city 
Department of Education 
administrators to make 
sure teachers are perform-
ing according to a set of 
standards.

Teacher performance 
is only one aspect of stu-
dents successfully learn-
ing. Teachers in various 
neighborhoods are faced 
with students with serious 
domestic problems. They 
come from environments 
where educational values 
are not stressed.

In addition, it seems 
that a significant percent-
age of students are not 
geared toward working 
within the public school 
learning process. They 
have little interest in learn-
ing academic subjects oth-

er than to achieve passing 
grades.

Public schools have ac-
quired a group of students 
with little desire to study 
or measure up to a set of 
standards. Teachers can 
do only so much in motivat-
ing students, especially in 
schools where discipline 
has broken down. Teachers 
cannot be blamed for that. 
They can only do so much 
to correct a social envi-
ronment that affects their 
schools.

When we focus on high 
schools, it has been empha-
sized that students should 
be encouraged to pursue 
college, but college educa-
tion is not for everyone. Not 
all students are prepared, 
interested or have the abil-
ity to go through college. 
The presence of poor-per-
forming college students in 
college classrooms makes 
it more difficult for college 

professors to teach and 
qualified students to learn.

When a situation ex-
ists in some city high 
schools and community col-
leges where a considerable 
number of students miss 
classes, do not show up for 
examinations or hand in 
research papers late and at 
times not at all, this has a 
negative effect on the entire 
educational system.

Teachers can try to im-
prove student performance. 
The problems of society 
at large can sometimes be 
overwhelming. We need to 
make some comprehensive 
changes in the system.

Years ago, before and 
during the 1950s and ’60s, 

we had a system of voca-
tional high schools geared 
to teaching students not in-
terested in going to college 
or pursuing an academic 
education.

These schools taught 
academic subjects in the 
morning of the school day 
and trades in the after-
noon, such as skills needed 
to become carpenters, elec-
tricians or auto mechanics.

The system seemed to 
work well. The important 
thing was that it gave teen-
age students a choice in 
choosing careers. If this vo-
cational training could be 
brought back, it could go a 
long way toward improving 
our society’s educational 

needs. It could improve the 
educational environment 
not only for our students, 
but for our teachers as 
well.

It is going to be a long 
and difficult political year 
in New York City with all 
citywide offices up for elec-
tion. The reality of term 
limits will have a strong 
effect on our City Council 
races. Many Council offic-
es will be open seats with 
no incumbent to face. This 
situation will encourage 
more primary candidates, 
especially in the Democrat-
ic Party.

Some things in poli-
tics, however, never seem 
to change. Candidates will 
be busy putting together 
a campaign organization, 
raising money, gaining 
name recognition and 
working on getting the ma-
jority support of voters in 
their districts.

City should bring back system of vocational schools

Plan was made in 1959 for boro to secede from N.Y. over taxes

I
n 1959, the City Plan-
ning Commission for-
mally received plans 
for the Big Six Towers 

Feb. 2, a proposed coop-
erative apartment housing 
complex sponsored by New 
York Typographical Union 
No. 6.

The local newspapers 
described it as a “limited 
profit project” covering 
more than six blocks on 
the south side of Queens 
Boulevard from 59th to 
61st streets and from 47th 
Avenue to Laurel Hill Bou-
levard. The nearly $12 mil-
lion development would 
supplant seven two-family 
and nine one-family homes, 
four used car lots, a gas sta-

tion, a garage and a small 
commercial building on 
the site.

The plan included 
eight buildings 14 to 17 sto-
ries high, sitting on land 
where there would also be 
“much space for gardens 
and landscaping.” Under 
the Mitchell-Lama law, the 
city was to provide a mort-
gage loan of $10 million for 
a term of 50 years at 3 1/2 
percent interest. The spon-
sors planned to petition the 
city Board of Estimate for a 
40 percent tax exemption, 
maintaining that even with 
it in effect the city stood to 
reap as much as $200,000 a 
year in taxes from the proj-
ect.

The project comprised 
of 26 efficiency apartments, 
172 one-bedroom suites, 327 
two-bedroom suites and 
172 three-bedroom suites. 
In total, 697 apartments 
were slated for those in the 
union who worked on news-
papers and related printing 
fields. After an initial down 
payment, they and their 
families can then set out to 
enjoy their new homes for 
only $21 a month.

●

Problems of air pollu-
tion beset Queens. The Star-
Journal grimly reported 
that while Queens ranked 
fourth in the number of 
summonses received for air 
pollution violations in 1959, 
it paid more in fines than 
any other borough in the 
city: a whopping $4,320.

After the city De-
partment of Air Pollution 
Control investigated 2,110 
complaints, it issued 721 vi-

olations summoning offend-
ers 203 times. According to 
a department spokesman, 
half of the violations came 
from apartment houses.

●

A veteran civic leader 
from Flushing came up 
with an interesting plan to 
help solve the dispropor-
tionate tax burdens facing 
Queens residents.

Noting that the pro-
posals by Mayor Robert 
Wagner and Gov. Nelson 
Rockefeller would leave the 
borough “snowed under” fi-

nancially, Alfred O. Glicker 
proposed –– with the ut-
most seriousness –– to have 
it secede and join the state 
of Connecticut.

In Glicker’s view, Wag-
ner and Rockefeller’s con-
stant rise of taxes forced 
residents to do their shop-
ping in the suburbs. At the 
same time, Connecticut 
was undergoing a time of 
“booming prosperity” due 
in part to no state taxes lev-
ied.

Glicker maintained 
that joining the Constitu-

tion State would only ben-
efit small homeowners: 
“The assessments in Con-
necticut would be much 
lower and we’d get more for 
our tax dollar.”

●

For its “pre-spring 
sale,” Chrysler Manhattan 
on Northern Boulevard 
had a sale to clear out its 
inventory.

A 1957 Chevrolet was 
on sale for $1,295, a ’56 Buick 
for $1,595, a ’57 Chrysler 
Imperial (complete with air 
conditioning) for $2,195, a 
’58 Plymouth four-door sta-
tion wagon for $2,495 and 
— get this — a ’58 Corvette 
for $3,095 and a ’57 Cadillac 
convertible for $3,495.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Not all students are prepared, 
interested or have the ability to go to 

college.

The fi rst tenants at the Big Six Towers 
in Woodside paid only $21 a month for 

their apartments after making an initial 
down payment.
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31st District City Council Candidate

VOTE

• Arverne • Bays Water • Edgemere • Far Rockaway
• Laurelton • Rosedale • Springfield GardensDISTRICT 31
www.MichaelRDuncan.com • 347-528-4479

- EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY LEADER FOR 20 YEARS

- FORMER MANAGER/ BUDGET DIRECTOR FOR 31ST DISTRICT

- ESTABLISHED FOOD CO-OPS IN SOUTHEAST QUEENS

- HAS A PLAN TO CREATE JOBS

- PRESIDENT FOR PTAs AT SEVERAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

- LED DRIVE TO REMOVE HOT SHEET MOTELS

- ZERO TOLERANCE FOR GUN VIOLENCE 

- REVIVED ROSEDALE SOCCER CLUB TO BUILD YOUTH SELF-ESTEEM

- FULFILLED HOLIDAY WISHES FOR HUNDREDS OF HURRICANE SANDY VICTIMS

- CREATED 'CHRISTMAS IN THE ROCKAWAYS’

MICHAEL R. DUNCAN
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 2013

he October 2012 
edition of the Hol-
liswood Civic News 
warns about mail 

tampering and theft on two 
blocks in the community. It 
seems that a person has or 
people have been going into 
mailboxes. People have had 
their mail thrown into a 
garbage pail, a credit card 
application was taken and 
unauthorized charges were 
made and a large check was 
stolen but was not cashed. 
The U.S. postal inspector 
has been notified.

People are urged not 
to have their mail put into 
an unlocked mailbox, es-

pecially if it is at the curb, 
and are urged to have their 
mailbox put adjacent to the 
house or have a mail slot 
either in the locked screen 
door or the house door. I 
know of several neighbors 
who have unlocked mail-
boxes. It is a risk one should 
not take.

The June 2012 Bowne 
Park Civic Association 
Newsletter warns people to 
be careful of criminals ille-
gally calling you to obtain 
information so they can 
steal from you. A criminal 
opens an account in the 
name of your bank or cred-
it card company and calls 
you to try to obtain sensi-
tive information about you. 
This is called “caller ID 
spoofing.”

You are warned to 
never give any personal in-
formation over the phone to 
anyone who calls you. Call 

your company using a num-
ber obtained from the state-
ment it sent you.

The October/Novem-
ber Jamaica Estates News-
letter warns members that 
the 107th Precinct wants 
people to be alert when 
they are walking and us-
ing electronics. When you 
are on a phone or listening 
to a radio, you are not fully 
aware of your surround-
ings and thieves can sneak 
up on you because you are 
distracted.

After Hurricane San-
dy, the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association 
waged a battle against the 
city Department of Build-
ings because it issued sum-
monses to people who had 
street trees fall onto their 
homes. The citation said 
homeowners had “failed to 
maintain their property.”

People are not sup-

posed to do anything to a 
city curb tree. When con-
fronted, DOB said it wanted 
a record of how many trees 
had fallen on homes. Then 
DOB said it would remove 
any violations from peo-
ple’s homes.

The March 2012 Bowne 
Park Civic Association 
Newsletter had a box with 
information from state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside). It 
is illegal to park a com-
mercial vehicle on a public 
street or continuously on a 
residential property. It is 
illegal to place an old mat-
tress out for garbage col-

lection without a plastic 
covering, due to bedbug 
concerns. It is illegal to 
place your garbage out pri-
or to 5 p.m. for the following 
day’s pick-up, except in the 
winter. Park on your front 
lawn or cement over the 
front lawn.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The city Parks De-
partment had a good Mulch 
Fest with more than 700 
tress mulched in Cunning-
ham Park. Volunteers from 
the West Cunningham Park 
Civic Association and the 
Key Club of Francis Lewis 
High School helped with 

the mulching and giving 
out free mulch.

Parks says it will leave 
piles of mulch in the park-
ing lot of Cunningham 
Park off Union Turnpike 
at 196th Place for a couple 
weeks and then place new 
mulch around April in time 
for spring planting. We will 
let you know when it is put 
out.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo called for a harder “bar 
exam” for new teachers.

Doesn’t he remember 
that the city had a Board of 
Examiners which admin-
istered tests that required 
literacy, spelling ability, 
speaking ability and sub-
ject knowledge?

But the BOE was 
eliminated a few years ago 
because too many people 
could not pass it.

Beware of people calling, asking for your personal info

The Civic 
Scene
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Saturday, February 23 

OPEN HOUSE
5pm to 6pm

Temple Beth Sholom of Flushing

Come Celebrate this delightful holiday TBS Style! We want to see you there!

Costume Parade followed by:
Silly Purim Service 

Carnival for Young kids 

Games for Older kids
Fun for Everyone 

Hamburgers
Hotdogs 

Knishes
Beverages
Snacks

* Available 
for purchase

Suggested 
donation $5 

Residents urge CB 7 to oppose Tennis Center expansion
Planned development coincides with proposed soccer stadium, which nabs large union endorsements

BY JOE ANUTA

A parade of residents and 
advocates against private devel-
opment in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park spoke en masse during 
Community Board 7’s Monday 
night meeting, even as the devel-
opers of a proposed soccer stadi-
um chalked up more support on 
their side.

The board was set to meet 
with officials of the United States 
Tennis Association this week to 
discuss a proposed expansion of 
less than an acre of its Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center in 
the park, but since there would be 
no public comment period at the 
upcoming meeting, civic leaders 
and residents instead decided to 
speak to the board Monday.

“Enough is enough, the time 
has come to say no,” said long-
time Queens activist Benjamin 
Haber. “Do not be swayed by the 
city Parks Department. Its treat-
ment of Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park is a national disgrace.”

Haber was just one of a suc-
cession of speakers that lasted 
an hour. Nearly all of them spoke 
about the USTA’s planned expan-
sion, in particular, and other con-
current development projects in-
side the borough’s largest park.

The USTA, Parks and con-

sulting firm AKRF have prepared 
an outline of the project called 
a draft environmental impact 
statement. According to the state-
ment, the project would require 
0.68 acres of parkland, although 
the relocation of a road would eat 
up a further 0.3 acres.

In addition to their opposi-
tion to development of parkland 
for private gain, many of the 
speakers resented  the idea that 
hundreds of trees would be cut 
down and replaced.  They also 
cited the increased strain on the 
transportation infrastructure 
since the expansion plan would 
bring 100,000 extra fans to the US 
Open.

A member of Community 
Board 3, who was not speaking on 
behalf of the board, urged CB 7 to 
disapprove the plans and said his 
board planned to give the USTA a 
thumbs-down.

Many of the speakers were 
opposed not only to USTA’s ex-
pansion, but to other development 
in the park. A development group 
is proposing a 1.4-million-square-
foot mall in the Citi Field parking 
lot, which is leased parkland, and 
Major League Soccer is hoping to 
put a 25,000-capacity stadium on 
top of the park’s Fountain of In-
dustry.

Three major unions in the 

city — the Hotel Trades Council, 
Building and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater New York and 
32BJ SEIU — announced their 
support Feb. 7 for the proposed 
13-acre soccer stadium.

“The economy in Queens is 
still hurting. The recession is still 
taking a toll on middle- and lower-
income families and it would be a 
shame for Queens to be shut out 
of such a tremendous opportunity 
for good jobs,” said Gary LaBar-
bera, president of the Building 
and Construction Trades Council 
of Greater New York. “That’s why 
we will fight to make sure this 
project is successful and benefits 
Queens’ working families.”

MLS has projected the sta-
dium would create 2,000 con-
struction jobs, but a proposal for 
a similarly sized stadium in Bel-
mont on Long Island is projected 
to create only 500.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

John Kelly, a retired Kissena Park resident, lets Community Board 7 know he op-
poses the use of parkland for private development. Photo by Joe Anuta
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BSWSTIMES FEB12 2013 

At 2:45 pm on a Saturday, she needs the  
extra special attention, not just the x-ray.

www.pmpediatrics.com

210-31 26th Avenue  (Bay Terrace Shopping Center)  Bayside, NY 11360
 718-747-KIDS(5437)
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SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses 
the Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with a Variety of 

Learning Differences including ADHD, Language-based Learning 
Disability, Nonverbal Learning Disability, and Asperger’s Disorder.

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently”

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2013  —  NOON – 3:00 PM

Differentiated Instruction
Small Supportive Classes
Structured Environment

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program

College/ Career Counseling
Social Cognition Skills Training

Grades 4-12

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050
Call (516) 365-4900 or visit our Website at www.vincentsmithschool.org

Registered by the New York State Board of Regents
Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools
The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and is open to all 
without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The New York Civil 
Liberties Union last week 
released an iPhone version 
of the stop-and-frisk appli-
cation the group said has 
documented 200 videos of 
police encounters since it 
was unveiled for Android 
phones over the summer.

“While we’ve yet to see 
a ‘Rodney King’ moment, 
Stop and Frisk Watch sub-
missions have confirmed 
a number of concerns the 
NYCLU has about stop-and-
frisk abuse and has pro-
vided New Yorkers with a 
powerful tool to document 
police abuse,” NYCLU Ex-
ecutive Director Donna 
Lieberman said. “We’re 
proud that the app is used 
every day in New York City 
and that the attention it has 
received has encouraged 
people to document and 

expose police activity with 
their smartphones.”

In 2011, the 115th 
Precinct in the Jackson 
Heights area and Jamaica’s 
103rd Precinct had some 
of the highest numbers of 
stop-and-frisks in the city. 
The NYPD said stop-and-
frisks were down 14 per-
cent citywide in 2012, but 
did not release numbers for 
individual precincts.

“Stop and Frisk Watch 
empowers New Yorkers to 
confront abusive, discrimi-
natory policing,” Lieber-
man said. “The NYPD’s 
own data shows that the 
overwhelming majority of 
people subjected to stop-
and-frisk are black or La-
tino and innocent of any 
wrongdoing. Our smart-
phone app allows individu-
als and community groups 
to document in real time 
how each unjustified stop 

further corrodes trust be-
tween communities and 
law enforcement.”

The app allows the 
user to film an interaction 
with audio and send it, 
along with a survey provid-
ing details of the incident, 
to the NYCLU. The group 
said it reviews every sub-
mission and investigates 
inappropriate acts.

It also has a feature 
that alerts a user when peo-
ple in the vicinity are using 
the app, a function the NY-
CLU said is useful for com-
munity groups monitoring 
police activity.

The group said it has 
received more than 5,000 
videos, 200  of which docu-
mented police incidents,  
since the app was launched 
on the Android platform in 
June.

The app is available at 
nyclu.org/app.

NYCLU releases iPhone app 
to document stop-and-frisks



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 15-21, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

19

BT

Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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JACQUES LÉANDRE

SPECIAL ELECTION Tuesday, February 19th

JACQUES

LÉANDRE
DEMOCRAT FOR CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 31

JACQUES LÉANDRE WILL FIGHT FOR: 
Jobs for local residents

Creating desperately needed community centers for our youth 
A quality education for all our children

Vote for Democrat Jacques Leandre 
on FORWARD PARTY line

Dromm urges caution after 2nd gay man slain
BY JOE ANUTA AND REBECCA 

HENELY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said he has been 
in constant contact with 
precinct commanders and 
warned residents to be safe 
using online dating after 
two middle-aged, openly 
gay men were strangled to 
death in his district.

While police do not 
have evidence that 54-year-
old Middle Village resident 
Joseph Benzinger, who was 
found dead Saturday inside 
a room at Elmhurst’s Crown 
Motor Inn, or 53-year-old 
David Rangel, who was 
found slain in his Jackson 
Heights apartment Jan. 27, 
met their killers on online 
dating sites, Dromm said 
that strangulations with no 
forced entry tend to suggest 
such a crime.

“To me as a gay man, 
that kind of rings a bell,” 
Dromm said at a news con-
ference at the Crown Motor 

Inn, located at 74-01 Queens 
Blvd.

Police found Benzing-
er dead inside his room at 
the inn at 11:40 p.m. Benz-
inger suffered from lacera-
tions on his hand and his 
head and suffered bruising 
around his neck, according 
to the NYPD. The 54-year-
old appeared to have been 
strangled, police said, 
though Benzinger’s official 
cause of death will not be 
determined until an autop-
sy is performed.

Cops are treating the 
incident as a homicide, and 
police had not made any 
arrests as of Wednesday 
night.

Rangel was found Jan. 
27 at 6:45 p.m. The medi-
cal examiner’s office ruled 
his death a homicide days 
later. No arrests have been 
made in Rangel’s case as of 
Wednesday night.

Dromm said he has 
been in contact with the 
commanders of the 115th 
and 110th precincts about 

the deaths. He said he has 
urged the precincts to in-
vestigate any possible con-
nection, as well as if online 
dating was involved.

Ejeris Dixon of the 
LGBT advocacy group the 
New York City Anti-Vio-
lence Project said Benz-
inger and Rangel’s deaths, 

as well as the Jan. 28 mur-
der of Manhattan gay man 
Charles Romo, is troubling 
in light of the fact that 
many gay men and trans-
gender individuals have 
complained to the organi-
zation about violence in on-
line dating.

“It’s a frightening 

time,” Dixon said.
She said when meeting 

someone for a date online, it 
is important to tell a friend 
or someone else about the 
date and to go to a public 
place before bringing the 
date home. She also said it 
is important to leave the 
situation if it feels unsafe.

“Many times people 
feel like they need to hide 
the fact that they’re meet-
ing someone online, and 
that’s a problem,” Dixon 
said.

Dromm said while a 
connection to online dating 
has not been established, 
he said the safety precau-
tions are good to know no 
matter what.

“We don’t want people 
to panic but at the same 
time we want people to be 
cautious,” the councilman 
said.

The Crown Motor Inn 
has been the site of violence 
in the past.

In the summer of 2003, 
then 28-year-old Juan Ba-
tista of Corona allegedly 
hanged his 2-year-old son 
from a shower rod inside 
the motel, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office. Batista later pleaded 
guilty to the crime in 2005, 
according to the DA.

Police investigate the death of a 54-year-old Middle Village man at the Crown Motor Inn. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
�������	
��������������������

Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take   

or Q37. Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin  

Boulevard Station. Shuttle access via  

LIRR or    trains. 

Over 5,000 Table Games 
and Slot Machines.
NEW! European Single-Zero  

Roulette and Video Poker Parlor  

just MINUTES AWAY!

MORE GAMES.
MORE WINNING.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit,

Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers,  

Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit, Savings,  

Checking, & Business Accounts

Branches in New York:
Canal Street Main Branch 
202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013    Tel: (212) 238-8208

Brooklyn Branch
5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220    Tel: (718) 210-0508

Flushing Branch 
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354    Tel: (347) 905-9772

Branches in California:
Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel, 

San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance

www.icbc-us.com
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BT City Council passes bill to help prevent fl ooding in boro
Legislation would require city Parks Department to identify plants that would absorb stormwater

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A bill that would help 
prevent flooding after in-
tense storms — an increas-
ingly common scourge of 
many homeowners in some 
areas of Queens — was 
passed by the City Council 
last week to the applause of 
a Queens councilman.

The legislation, passed 
Feb. 6, requires the city 
Parks Department to iden-
tify types of vegetation it 
could plant that would help 
absorb stormwater before 
it could overwhelm storm 
sewers, causing a mix of 
polluted rainwater and 
sewage to overflow.

Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), chairman of the 
Council’s Committee on 
Environmental Protection 
who drafted the legislation, 
applauded the bill’s passage 
Monday.

“In Queens, we know 
the challenges of managing 
stormwater all too well,” 
Gennaro said. “Several 
areas in our borough, and 
in the rest of our city, are 
prone to flooding with rain-
water after heavy storms.”

Areas of Fresh Mead-
ows, Forest Hills and other 
parts of the borough are 
particularly vulnerable to 
flooding, with many area 
residents saying their 
homes become inundated 
by a mixture of stormwater 
and sewage during intense 
storms. Some have com-
plained that as soon as they 
fix the damage from flood-
ing the next storm will hit 
and they will be deluged 
again.

Flooding is also occur-
ring more often in recent 
years as intense storms 
happen more frequently 
than in the past, a develop-
ment that Gennaro has at-

tributed to climate change.
Gennaro said the 

flooding is also due in large 
part to the urban trans-
formation of the city, with 
large portions of the previ-

ous natural vegetated land-
scape morphed into swaths 
of concrete, which does not 
absorb rainwater.

He said his legislation 
would “help mitigate sewer 

overflows and flooding 
by identifying plants and 
other materials to absorb 
rainwater right where it 
falls, while also enhancing 
the local quality of life by 

beautifying the city.
Gennaro also hailed 

the passage of two other 
bills Feb. 6 that would help 
make the city more envi-
ronmentally friendly.

One bill would create a 
Web portal that would pro-
vide information to resi-
dents and business owners 
intent on cutting energy 
costs about renewable ener-
gy systems, including how 
feasible and economically 
friendly different systems 
are.

The second would 
require the Parks Depart-
ment to maximize the use 
of plants that are native to 
the city and outlaw the in-
troduction of invasive plant 
species.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Flooding fills the Cooper Avenue underpass last year. City Councilman James Gennaro praised pas-
sage of legislation this week that would help prevent flooding by planting vegetation that could ab-
sorb stormwater. Photo courtesy Teresa Graff Di Tomaso

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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BT STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Jurors were chosen 

this week  for the grim task 
of deciding the fate of  for-
mer Forest Hills Officer 
Gilberto Valle, who is ac-
cused of planning to prac-
tice cannibalism on a num-
ber of women.

The trial was sched-
uled to begin in Manhattan 
federal court Feb. 25.

The U.S. attorney’s of-
fice for the Southern Dis-
trict said Valle allegedly 
conspired with a number of 
individuals to carry out the 
cannibalistic plot on about 
100 women he had collected 
information on, using his 
position as an NYPD of-
ficer to access a database 
called the National Crime 
Information Center to gain 
additional information on 
his targets.

According to reports 
in the New York Post, po-

tential jurors were shown 
images of torture to gauge 
whether or not they could 
stomach such images dur-
ing court proceedings.

A gender-split jury of 
six men and six women was 
chosen Tuesday to hear the 
upcoming federal trial, ac-
cording to the U.S. District 
Court. 

Valle was arrested in 
October and faces charges 
of conspiracy to commit 
kidnapping, which carries 
a maximum sentence of 
life in prison, and access-
ing the database without 
authorization and obtain-
ing information from a U.S. 
department and agency, 
which carries a maximum 
sentence of five years in 
prison.

In September, the FBI 
learned of online communi-
cations between Valle and a 
number of people who were 
discussing the abductions.

In one instance, Valle 
told an unidentified per-
son, “I was thinking of ty-
ing her body to some kind 
of apparatus ... cook her 
over low heat, keep her 
alive as long as possible,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the U.S. 
attorney’s office.

Last month, a New 
Jersey man was arrested 
in connection with Valle. 
The man, Michael Vanhise, 
of Hamilton, N.J., allegedly 
conspired with Valle to kid-
nap and rape a woman.

Earlier this month, 
prosecutors said Valle al-
legedly offered his wife to 
an Internet co-conspirator 
who claimed to be a butch-
er in India.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Jury set for cannibalism case 
as disturbing trial nears start
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BTCity Council to investigate property tax hikes
BY KAREN FRANTZ

The City Council announced 
this week that it will hold an 
emergency hearing to investigate 
reports that numerous people 
whose homes were damaged in 
Hurricane Sandy, including some 
who live in the Rockaways, have 
had their property tax assess-
ments raised.

The emergency hearing will 
be jointly held by the Council’s Fi-
nance and Community Develop-
ment committees Feb. 26. Repre-
sentatives from the Department 
of Finance, which had sent the as-
sessment notices to homeowners, 
will be invited to testify as well 
as the Independent Budget Office, 
the Queens Civic Congress and 
other organizations.

Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) said the 
news of the assessments was star-
tling and troubling.

“It raises real doubts about 
whether DOF is doing enough to 
ensure fair and accurate assess-
ments, and how it is communi-
cating this with the public,” she 

said.
“As New Yorkers work to 

rebuild their homes and lives, 
we cannot allow them to be hit 
twice,” she said.

But the Department of Fi-
nance said the property tax as-
sessment rolls that were released 
in January are not yet final and 

determining the assessments is 
an ongoing process.

“These are tentative assess-
ments,” said Finance spokesman 
Owen Stone. “We’re not done, ba-
sically.”

He said the agency has re-
ceived information from the city 
Department of Buildings on prop-

erty damage, has sent assessors 
out in the field to evaluate dam-
age to homes in person and are re-
viewing damage forms homeown-
ers have filed.

“We’re taking all that into 
account as we revise values,” 
Stone said.

He said homeowners may 

appeal their assessments until 
March 15 and final rolls will not 
be released until May.

State Assemblyman Philip 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park), whose 
district covers the Rockaways, 
said his office has received many 
calls from Sandy-hit homeowners 
who have complained that  their 
assessments have gone up.

To address the issue he spon-
sored legislation that would give 
the city the ability to retroactive-
ly reassess and revalue tax bills. 
Under the legislation, homeown-
ers would be able apply to have 
their homes reassessed and could 
receive a tax reduction if they lost 
50 percent or more of their previ-
ously assessed property values.

“The best I can do is give the 
city the tools they need to take 
corrective action,” he said, saying 
action is ultimately in the hands 
of Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
the Department of Finance.

The bill passed in the state 
Assembly earlier this month, but 
would still need to be passed by 
the state Senate.

The City Council announced this week it plans to hold an emergency oversight hearing after reports that some people with 
homes damaged in Hurricane Sandy had their property tax assessments rise.
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COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

City DEP service plan protects water and sewer pipes
Councilman Halloran cautions Queens homeowners against costly insurance scams

BY PHIL CORSO

A new city-endorsed 
water and sewer service 
line protection program 
sparked some skepticism 
from concerned residents 
over how safe it really was 
to sign onto and how it 
stacked up against other 
options.

After receiving nu-
merous calls from his con-
stituents questioning the 
legitimacy of the city De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection’s insurance 
policy that covers home-
owners’ repair costs to pri-
vate water and sewer lines, 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) said 
the city’s plan was the saf-
est bet.

Halloran said the pro-
tections save residents the 
worry over replacing pri-
vate water or sewer line 
breaks that could cost any-

where from $3,000 to $8,000 
in some of the worst-case 
scenarios.

“In this tough econ-
omy, I don’t know any ho-
meowner who has $8,000 
to spare,” Halloran said. 
“Damage to these lines 
can be the result of wear 
and tear, tree roots, heavy 
vehicle traffic or nearby 
construction. Like any 
other insurance program, 
the Service Line Protection 
Program could save you a 
lot of money.”

Under the program, 
homeowners are respon-
sible for their own private 
water and sewer lines, in 
the middle of most streets, 
and the connection to their 
houses. The DEP chose con-
tractor American Water 
Resources to provide the 
protections for covered re-
pairs from wear and tear to 
basic repairs to an unlim-
ited number of claims, 24/7 

customer service and city-
licensed workers.

According to Hal-
loran, the DEP program 
is the safest option for ho-
meowners looking to pro-
tect themselves from wa-
ter and sewer line breaks. 

The councilman joined 
with community leaders of 
northeast Queens in front 
of his Whitestone office 
Tuesday to caution against 
potential scam programs.

“These companies are 
capitalizing on the DEP’s 

new program and could be 
confusing to homeowners, 
especially seniors,” Hal-
loran said. “We want peo-
ple to know what they’re 
signing up for so they can 
decide how to best protect 
their homes.”

According to Kim 
Cody, president of the 
Greater Whitestone Tax-
payers Civic Association, 
some companies, such as 
AmeriServ, have mailed 
letters throughout the bor-
ough offering similar ser-
vices — but with a catch.

“People are going to 
look for the cheapest price, 
but you get what you pay 
for,” Cody said, noting that 
programs such as that of 
AmeriServ offered protec-
tions to only water lines, 
and at a higher rate than 
the DEP.

Cody joined with Hal-
loran in support of the DEP 
program as the safest op-

tion, with rates set by the 
city Water Board that vary 
from year-to-year and offer 
an option for residents to 
opt out at any time.

Halloran, who signed 
onto the program for his 
own home in the Broadway-
Flushing neighborhood, 
said broken water or sewer 
lines that may break under 
the street or sidewalk might 
fall under the homeowner’s 
jurisdiction, which could 
end up costing thousands 
of dollars.

According to the DEP, 
water customers may par-
ticipate in programs at 
$3.99 per month for water 
line protection and $7.99 
per month for sewer line 
protection.

“We’ve all worked so 
hard to have our homes in 
this community and we all 
want to protect our homes 
from expensive, unexpect-
ed damage,” Halloran said.

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) joins with northeast Queens 
leaders to urge homeowners to take advantage of a new city sew-
er and water service line insurance plan. Photo by Phil Corso
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

Join the thousands of 
New Yorkers who have 

reduced their energy
use, gotten millions of 
dollars in rebates and 

incentives, and helped 
the environment.

KILOWATT HOURS
LOSE

FAST! 
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BT Bus companies bid for routes amid drivers’ strike
BY PHIL CORSO

The city Department 
of Education started re-
viewing bids from various 
bus companies for the 1,100 
routes that initially went 
out to bid in December in 
the latest chapter of the 
now month-long union bus 
drivers’ strike.

According to a DOE 
spokesman, the city is look-
ing at bids from 67 differ-
ent bus companies, some of 
which already operate vari-
ous bus routes throughout 
the city, with hopes of sav-
ing potentially millions of 
dollars from the current 
cost of roughly $6,900 per 
student. The savings, he 
said, would come from the 
city’s decision not to include 
job guarantees for veteran 
drivers, which prompted 
the strike Jan. 16.

Bus drivers with the 
Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1181 called 
the strike last month amid 

a dispute with Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and the 
DOE over whether or not 
jobs guarantees for senior 
workers in the form of an 
Employee Protection Pro-
vision could be included in 
new contracts.

But city Schools Chan-
cellor Dennis Walcott said 
the union’s demands were 
impossible to meet after a 
2011 state Court of Appeals 
ruling blocked job protec-
tions specifically for pre-
kindergarten contracts.

“For over 30 years, the 
Employee Protection Provi-
sion has created one of the 
safest and most experienced 
work forces in the country, 
without contributing to 
the rising costs of busing 
throughout New York City,” 

the union said in a state-
ment. “Neither the city nor 
bus companies have ever 
shown that the EPP adds 
costs, and as recent as last 
Friday, Chancellor Walcott, 
when pressed by the City 
Council, could not cite any 
examples that proves it is a 
cost-driver.”

The strike left more 
than 150,000 city students 
without rides to school 
— 54,000 of whom have 
disabilities and require 
special transportation ar-
rangements, the DOE said.

“The mayor has the 
power to put our drivers 
and matrons back to work,” 
said Michael Cordiello, 
president of ATU Local 
1181. “All we ask is that 
he suspend the bids and 
is willing to discuss ways 
to reduce costs within the 
school bus transportation 
industry, which the union 
has shown has nothing to 
do with keeping the most 
experienced school bus 

crews on the road.”
Earlier this month, the 

National Labor Relations 
Board ruled the strike was 
legal, validating the work 
stoppage and putting more 
pressure on the city to con-
tinue negotiating.

“The NLRB decision 
not only supports the le-
gality of the strike, but 
validates 1181’s longstand-
ing position that the New 
York City Department of 
Education, in addition to 
the bus companies, is a pri-
mary employer associated 
with this work stoppage,” 
Cordiello said. “I hope that 
Mayor Bloomberg recog-
nizes the impact of the de-
cision and decides to come 
to the table with the union 
and bus companies to re-
solve the strike.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

School bus drivers, escorts and supporters picket in front of a depot on Metropolitan Avenue in 
Ridgewood during the first day of the strike last month.
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

Winter is here!
FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

Rabbi Michael Weisser Cantor Steven Pearlston
Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus Paul Klein, President

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

FEBRUARY 2013 CLASSES AND EVENTS
Fri., Feb. 15 Felix Mendelssohn’s
 Birthday Party ............................... 8:00 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 18 President’s Day ..................... Offi ce Closed
Thurs., Feb. 21 & 28 Adult Hebrew II Class .................7:30 p.m.
 with Cantor Steven Pearlston

Fri., Feb. 22 Purim Service ................................ 7:00 p.m.
 Reading of the Megillah. Come in costume.

Sun., Feb. 24 Children’s Hebrew Class............9:30 a.m.
 Family Education ....................... 10:30 a.m.
 PURIM CARNIVAL ........................ 2:00 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 27 Lunch & Learn ........................... 12:00 noon
 with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Please call 718-961-0030 to register for classes.
Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos courtesy QCP

Photos by Steven Malecki
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Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system. 8036 9.75x11-2/13

Stop in at any Queens Library for more information, or 
go to www.queenslibrary.org

Free

Thousands of FREE                            
             computers to use and  
                    workshops to teach you how

Queens Library is an independ

St
go

QUEENS LIBRARY 
KEEPS ME Connected
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BT Cuomo delays decision on hydraulic fracturing in state
DEC misses critical deadline as Queens offi cial questions expert chosen to review fracking impact

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ad-

ministration will delay making 
a decision on whether to allow 
hydrofracking in the state, with 
the state Health Department an-
nouncing it needs more time to 
complete a public health analy-
sis.

The announcement means 
regulations being drafted by the 
state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation will not be final-
ized by a critical deadline this 
month as it waits for the health 
impact analysis to be completed 
and the rule-making process will 
begin anew.

DOH Commissioner Nirav 
Shah said in a letter to DEC Com-
missioner Joseph Martens Tues-
day that it was important to com-
plete a review of potential health 
impacts of high-volume horizon-
tal hydraulic fracturing before it 
would be allowed in the state.

Hydraulic fracturing is the 

process of extracting natural gas 
from shale rock by blasting a mix 
of water and chemicals under-
ground.

“From the inception of this 
process, the governor’s instruc-
tion has been to let the science 

determine the outcome,” Shah 
wrote. “As a physician and sci-
entist, I could not agree more. 
Whatever the ultimate decision 
on HVHF going ahead, New York-
ers can be assured that it will be 
pursuant to a rigorous review 

that takes the time to examine 
the relevant health issues.”

Meanwhile, a Queens state 
senator is calling into question 
the independence of an expert 
chosen to review the potential im-
pacts of fracking.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
said he was alarmed at reports 
that the expert, Robert Jacobi, 
who the DEC brought in to review 
the seismic impact of hydraulic 
fracturing, has ties to gas drilling 
companies.

“Unfortunately, nothing sur-
prises me anymore when it comes 
to the state’s review of hydrof-
racking,” Avella said.

Jacobi, a geologist and Uni-
versity of Buffalo professor, also 
consults for EQT Corp., a Pitts-
burgh-based natural gas drilling 
company and the University of 
Buffalo said he has been a consul-
tant for the gas industry for some 
time. 

There has been a morato-
rium on high-volume horizontal 

hydrofracking in the state since 
2008, as the state has been draft-
ing regulations and conducting 
an environmental review of the 
drilling process and the Health 
Department has been conduct-
ing its health impact analysis of 
DEC’s review.

Some environmental groups 
are concerned that the seismic 
impact caused by fracking could 
damage aging aqueducts that 
carry drinking water from wa-
tersheds upstate to the city. Kath-
erine Hudson, a spokeswoman 
with Riverkeeper, a watchdog or-
ganization devoted to protecting 
the city’s drinking water,  said if 
the aqueducts were to crack, that 
could potentially allow contami-
nants into the water supply or 
threaten the ability of the aque-
ducts to carry water to the city.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) questions the independence of a geologist cho-
sen to review the potential seismic impacts of hydraulic fracturing. 

Photo courtesy Tony Avella
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OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY:
MARCH 2  |   APRIL 27 HEALTHY KIDS DAY  |  MAY 18  |  10AM – 4PM

YMCA CAMPS

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO 
REGISTER, BUT HURRY, 
SPACE IS FILLING FAST! 10% EARLY BIRD 

AND SIBLING 
REGISTRATION
DISCOUNTS

Cross Island Y
Cross Island Y Beacon @ MS210
Flushing Y
Flushing Y Beacon @ JHS189

Flushing Y Beacon @ JHS194
Jamaica Y
Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 479-0505
(718) 551-9318
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600

(718) 392-7932
(718) 456-4317
(718) 392-7932
(718) 821-6271

New York YMCA Sleepaway Camp  (845) 858-2200

CALL 212-630-YMCA OR VISIT
YMCANYC.ORG FOR DETAILS

*Financial assistance is available

YMCA CAMP.
WHERE KIDS GO TO GROW.
Summer is growing season at YMCA Camp. Kids develop core values, learn new 
skills, make new friends, and have loads of fun in the process. Register for 
YMCA Day or Sleepaway Camp today. It’s where kids grow as much on the inside 
as they’re growing on the outside.

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Beverly Ordonez-Sacks, 
of Flushing, died Saturday. 
She was 65.

She was born on the 
Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan Feb. 2, 1948. She was the 
daughter of the late Alex and 
Dolly Cohen Sacks.

Ordonez-Sacks was 
previously employed by 
Lanscott Arlens Textiles for 
more than 20 years. In her 
leisure time she loved cook-
ing, caring for homeless ani-
mals and attending estate 
sales.

She was a devoted moth-

er and grandmother. 
A strong woman, her 
family was important 
to her.

Ordonez-Sacks is 
survived by her two 
sons and three grand-
daughters. She is pre-
deceased by her broth-
er and her husband.

In lieu of flow-
ers or cards, dona-
tions may be made to 
Our Fur Child Rescue 
Inc., 14 East Center 
Road, West Seneca, NY 
14224.

Beverly Ordonez-Sacks, 65

BEVERLY ORDONEZ-SACKS

Vincent Ierardi, an Oak-
land Gardens resident, died 
Jan. 28. He was 88.

Ierardi born Feb. 9, 1924, 
in Brooklyn and was a World 
War II U.S. Army veteran in 
the 751st Field Artillery in 
the European Theater from 
1943-45. He lived in Oakland 
Gardens from 2005-13

He died at his home 
surrounded by family after 
a long illness. Ierardi was 
married to Bella Rizzotti Ie-

rardi for 60 years.
Ierardi is survived 

by his three children, 
one grandson, one broth-
er, one sister and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A mass of the resur-
rection was held at St. 
Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Manhasset, 
L.I., Jan. 31. In lieu of 
flowers, donations to the 
Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect are appreciated.

Vincent Ierardi, 88

VINCENT IERARDI
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LATE PAGE

GET IN THE GAME IN BROOKLYN

MARCH 14-17   
BARCLAYS CENTER

TICKETS START AT $25!*

Tickets on sale now
Go to barclayscenter.com ticketmaster.com, 
or call 800.745.3000  to purchase tickets 

/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 
CITYWIDE MODELING WORKSHOP

Thursday, February 28, 2013
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael Bloomberg lauded 
the almost two-dozen companies and res-
taurants that voluntarily reduced the salt 
content in their foods as part of an initia-
tive to reduce the nation’s sodium intake 
Monday.

The reduced sodium goals were part 
of the National Salt Reduction Initiative, 
which Bloomberg announced in 2008 and 
aims for companies and restaurants to cut 
excess salt in their foods by 25 percent over 
five years.

“Prior to our National Salt Reduction 
Initiative, there was no comprehensive 
approach to lowering sodium in foods, 
and many questioned whether companies 
would step up to meet a voluntary pledge,” 
Bloomberg said.

“These companies have demonstrated 
their commitment to removing excess so-
dium from their products and to working 
with public health authorities toward a 
shared goal — helping their customers lead 
longer, healthier lives,” he said.

Some food manufacturers and restau-
rants that met their 2012 sodium goals in-

clude Butterball, Goya Foods, Heinz, Kraft 
Foods, Subway, Au Bon Pain, Starbucks 
and Uno’s Chicago Grill.

About 80 percent of the salt in Ameri-
cans’ diets come from pre-packaged or 
restaurant foods, and most Americans con-
sume too much salt. Researchers estimate 
that by cutting daily salt consumption 
by 1,200 milligrams thousands of deaths 
could be prevented each year and billions 
in health care costs could be saved.

Mayor lauds companies 
for reducing salt in foods

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) hands an apple 
to vendor Mereli Rahm (r.) at the corner of 34th 
Avenue and Steinway Street in Astoria.
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your address on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

David M. Frankel 
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Carter H. Strickland
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

Mathew M. Wambua
Commissioner



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

36

BT

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

New

Lo
w R

at
e!

* These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or 
direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will 
qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 
2013-2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 
on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2011, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.78 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.55% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after 
closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for 
older models and refinances. Membership required.

Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

BY REBECCA HENELY

New York Giants offen-
sive lineman David Diehl 
pleaded guilty in Queens 
Criminal Court Monday 
to driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol in Astoria 
last year, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

Diehl, 32, admitted 
to drunk driving before 
Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Suzanne Melendez. 
While Diehl has not yet 
been sentenced, his plea 
means he will have to take 
part in the National Foot-
ball League’s substance 
abuse treatment program 
and obey additional re-
quirements and sanctions 
related to his DWI, the DA 
said.

“Queens has a strict 
and very successful alter-
native sentencing program 
that emphasizes treatment 
and supervision of DUI of-
fenders in order to prevent 
reoccurrences of unaccept-
able conduct,” DA Richard 
Brown said in a statement.

Diehl, who said he had 
been at a bar watching a 
soccer game involving Cro-
atia, hit two parked vehi-
cles on 35th Street near 31st 
Avenue with his 2011 BMW 
July 10 at 8:20 p.m., the 
DA said. The BMW’s front 
right side was damaged in 
the crash, the DA said.

When found by a po-
lice officer, Diehl’s breath 
smelled of alcohol, his 
speech was slurred, he was 
unsteady on his feet and his 
eyes were bloodshot and wa-
tery, the DA said. An intox-
ilyzer test revealed Diehl’s 
blood alcohol content read-
ing was .182 percent, above 
New York’s legal limit of .08 
percent, Brown said.

The charges he plead-
ed to included one count of 

aggravated driving while 
under the influence and 
one count of driving while 
impaired, the DA said.

Diehl, who lives in New 
Jersey, has been playing for 
the Giants since 2003. He is 
Croatian on his mother’s 
side and is known for be-
ing active in the Croatian-
American community.

The plea requires 
Diehl to participate in the 
NFL’s substance abuse 
treatment program, wear 
a bracelet for 90 days that 
will track his alcohol con-
sumption, pay $1,200 in res-
titution to the owners of the 
vehicles that were hit and 
participate in an awareness 
program for first-time DWI 
offenders, the DA said.

Diehl is also barred 
from driving or applying 

for a driver’s license un-
til he is sentenced, the DA 
said. He will attend three 
compliance conferences 
every two months and, if he 
obeys all the sanctions, his 
aggravated DWI charge will 
be dismissed and he will 
get a one-year conditional 
discharge on the driving 
while impaired charge, the 
DA said.

“If the defendant, who 
is a first-time offender, 
fails to comply with all the 
requirements imposed by 
the court, then we will seek 
more severe sanctions,” 
Brown said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Giants’ Diehl admits 
drunk driving: Brown

Giants lineman David Diehl (l.) pleaded guilty in Queens Criminal 
Court to drunk driving in Astoria. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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mous with travel, family, 
good food and new begin-
nings. Many people in 
China, Taiwan and Korea 
celebrate for most of the 
15-day festival, while their 
counterparts in Queens 
typically have to cram all 
their fun into one weekend.

“For Asian people, 
it’s a special holiday in 
our countries. We will cel-
ebrate for many days,” said 
Peter Tu, chairman of the 
Lunar New Year Festival 
Committee.

Tu and area lawmak-
ers want to see the first day 
of Lunar New Year made a 
school holiday, so the com-
munity can commemorate 
the beginning of the festi-
val and then have the week-
end to host a parade and 
cultural celebrations. A 

bill was recently proposed 
in the state Legislature 
that would create such a 
holiday, but it has been pro-
posed numerous times over 
the last six years without 
success.

But even without the 
bill, Tu got his wish this 
year, since the first day of 
the new year fell on a Sun-
day. Festivities started last 
weekend and will continue 
this Friday and Saturday.

Each year in the 12-
year cycle of the Chinese 
Zodiac is associated with a 
different animal. The Year 
of the Snake is associated 
with wisdom, efficiency, 
hard work and patience.

On Saturday, some 
children got a first-hand 
look at this year’s slither-
ing mascot at the Wild-

life Conservation Society 
Queens Zoo.

Except for a monkey, 
the zoo has every animal 
in the calendar — it uses 
lizards for dragons. Each 
year it brings out a live ani-
mal to get into the spirit of 
Lunar New Year and teach 
kids a little biology, accord-
ing to Thomas Hurtubise, 
manager of education at 
the zoo.

Hurtubise looked on as 
several youngsters petted 
a black rat snake named 
Stripes.

They also learned a 
handful of facts about rep-
tiles, but sometimes the 
adults were the ones left 
scratching their heads.

“Can snakes crawl 
backward?” asked 5-year-
old Daniel Kok, prompting 

laughs around the room 
and stumping the man 
upon whose arm Stripes 
had coiled.

Over in Flushing the 
next day, the first day of the 
holiday, the winter storm 
had not dampened the fes-
tive spirit. At Queens Cross-
ing in downtown Flushing, 
a series of traditional danc-
ers from China, Taiwan, 
Korea and even America 
wowed audiences. At one 
point, a woman wearing a 
revealing red dress plucked 
city Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio out of his seat and 
momentarily danced with 
the widely expected may-
oral candidate.

Nearby, Ho Chin Hwa, 
a Taiwanese native, was 

Lunar New Year returns to Queens

Continued on Page 39
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Lunar New Year 
began Sunday and more 
celebrations are on the ho-
rizon for this weekend — a 
double dose of jubilation 

that community leaders in 
Flushing contend should be 
standard practice.

The Lunar New Year 
is the most anticipated holi-
day in many East Asian 
countries, and is synony-

life Conservation Society
Queens Zoo.

Except for a monkey,
the zoo has every animal
in the calendar it uses

laughs around the room
and stumping the man
upon whose arm Stripes
had coiled.

Over in Flushing the

Dragon dancers from the Wan Chi Ming Hung Gar Institute take 
part in the annual Lunar New Year Parade in Flushing last year.

Photo by Christina Santucci
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For another Valen-
tine’s Day, I offer the gift of 
revisiting The Outrageous 
Fortune Company, my very 
own theater company, 17 
years and 50 productions 
at Queens Theatre in the 
Park, still homeless and out 
of action for three years this 
May. Perhaps, in return, 
one of you faithful readers 
will lead me to a benefactor 
who will locate a new venue 
for our rebirth.

Take a look at www.
OutrageousFortuneCom-
pany.com to see the titles 
of all our productions since 
the company’s official de-
but in November 1993. All 

the choices come under the 
heading of “contemporary 
plays of significance,” and, 
somewhat surprising, most 
have not been done since 
by other Queens or Long 
Island groups.  

Each season Manhat-
tan stages offer several 
compelling and worthy 
new plays, but their com-
mercial runs are relatively 
brief due to economic reali-
ties – namely, the tourists 
opt for the big musicals and 
the celebrity stars, almost 
always passing on these 
gems. So the opportunity 
exists to give the discern-
ing theatergoer the experi-
ence to see these plays this 
side of the East River at a 
much lower price and at a 
more convenient venue.

Most local groups se-
lect light comedies and 
mysteries, old plays with 
name recognition and tra-
ditional musicals, based 

on the conventional 
wisdom that this is 
what the theater pub-
lic wants to see. A lot 
of empty seats seem to 
refute this logic. I have 
argued that changing 
demographics and the 
necessity to attract a 
more youthful audi-
ence requires a differ-
ent approach.

The local acting 
pool is also not what 
it used to be. Although 
many fine actors are 
still around, it has 
become increasingly 
difficult to cast a 
play well. That could 
change by finding 
roles for members of our 
diverse “minority” popula-
tion and producing more 
challenging and contempo-
rary work.

For those who are look-
ing for audition notices and 
who want to find out what’s 

playing, Roger Gonzalez’ 
new-and-improved online 
site  LocalTheatreNY  is the 
place to go. Spotlighton-
Stage remains a good re-
source, as well as the chatty 
Deb’s Web.

Variations Theatre 

Group in Long Island 
City continues to im-
press with its recent 
production of “After 
The Fall,” by Arthur 
Miller. When I saw it 
on a Thursday night, 
the place was packed. 
At the new Chain 
Theatre, Scott Casper 
and his tax deduct-
ible theatre will be 
the first renter at the 
space with the world 
premiere of “#hero,” 
playing February 22 to 
March 9.

The always reli-
able Parkside Players 
of Forest Hills, led by 
long-time President 

Glenn Rivano, presents the 
Queens debut of “The 39 
Steps,” opening this Satur-
day through March 2. My 
favorite bilingual compa-
ny, the Thalia Spanish The-
atre, is running its latest 
tango show, and if you’re 

lucky, you may still be able 
to sign up for its Tango 
Dance Workshop For Be-
ginners – if Al Pacino can 
do it, why can’t you!

In Bayside, Larry 
Bloom’s Theatre By The 
Bay has a version of “The 
Wizard of Oz” starting on 
March 2, worth showing up 
if only to see Isabel Robin 
as the girl who finds out 
that she’s not in Kansas 
anymore, and Jean Ann 
Kump as her nemesis, the 
Wicked Witch of the West.

If you want to catch 
one of our great play-
wrights, Edward Albee 
– his “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf” is now 
revived on Broadway – get 
a ticket to the Queens Col-
lege Evening Readings and 
be at its Music Building on 
March 5 at 7 pm.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbh24@Columbia.edu. 

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Answers in Sports

Theaters in Queens offer a sweetheart’s delight of picks

The Parkside Players of Forest Hills 
are scheduled to show “The 39 Steps,” 
from Saturday through March 2. 

Image courtesy Parkside Players
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P I Z Z E R I A  &  T R AT T O R I A

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm

 

DELIVERY ONLY DINE IN ONLY

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

Specialty & 
Traditional Pizza

Appetizers

Heroes

Pasta

Salads

Veal

Chicken

Seafood

Meat

painting auspicious Chi-
nese characters on paper 
colored red, which is asso-
ciated with the holiday. The 
symbols were meant to be 
hung around a household’s 
doorway to bring good luck 
for the year.

Many children had 
awakened earlier that day 
with red envelopes contain-
ing a little holiday cash un-
der their pillows, a Lunar 
New Year tradition.

There are plenty more 
events to come this weekend, 
including the annual parade 
in downtown Flushing.

The Lunar New Year 
Festival held a 
news conference 
announcing some 
of the details last 
week, and organiz-
ers stressed that 
while the holiday 
originated across 
the globe, it is now 
a community event 
where all are wel-
come.

“This is not 
an Asian holiday,” 
said John Choe, 
head of a Flush-
ing nonprofit that 
helped gather a 

diverse group of parade 
participants. “This is an 
American holiday.”

Typically the parade 
features a group of the 
city’s Finest and Mr. Met 
— mascot of the New York 
Mets — who march along-
side a wide variety of tradi-
tional drummers, dancers 
and community organiza-
tions.

More than 100,000 
people flock downtown to 
watch the procession, ac-
cording to the festival com-
mittee, but for the last sev-
eral years the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
has been performing track 
work on the No. 7 train 

during the holiday, which 
requires shutting down 
service between Queens-
borough Plaza and Times 
Square.

Livid community lead-
ers could not prevent the 
track work from reoccur-
ring this year — the MTA 
reminded straphangers 
they can take the N train 
between the same two sta-
tions — but lawmakers suc-
ceeded in getting a verbal 
guarantee from the transit 
body that the track work 
would not be performed 
during the parade next 
year.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Sat. Feb. 16
10 a.m.
Lunar New Year ceremony
Taipei Economic and Culture 
Offi ce
133-32 41st Rd.
Free

11 a.m.
Lunar New Year Parade
Downtown Flushing
Runs south along Union 
Street from 39th Avenue to 
Sanford Avenue, turns west, 
then north along Main Street
Free

1 p.m.
Folk performance and food 
market
Flushing Mall
133-31 39th Ave.
Free

1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunar New Year lantern-
making workshop
Queens Botanical Garden

43-50 Main St.
$2 per person
Visit queensbotanical.org 
for more details

Sun. Feb. 17
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Traditional dance

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Traditional music and crafts 
for children
Sky View Center
40-24 College Point Blvd. 
Level D
Free

Sun. Feb. 24
1 p.m.
Learn Lunar New Year print-
making
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
$10 Members, $10 Children, 
limit 20 participants
Visit fl ushingtownhall.org 
for more details

Sun. March 3
1 p.m.
Learn Lunar New Year print 
making
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
$10 Members, $10 Children, 
limit 20 participants
Visit fl ushingtownhall.org 
for more details

5 p.m.
Family workshop: Lunar 
lantern making
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
$10 Members, $8 Children
Visit fl ushingtownhall.org 
for more details

6:30 p.m.
Lunar New Year celebration 
through poetry
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Free
Visit fl ushingtownhall.org 
for more details

Continued from Page 37

Daniel Kok, 5 (l.-r.); Brian Wong, 8; and his sister Cloe, 6, meet Stripes the 
snake, held by Andrew Stephens. Photo by Joe Anuta
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am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353; www.nyscience.org

Wii Fridays — Teens meets with 
friends and play electronic games.
When: Fridays, 3:30 pm, from 
Friday, Feb. 15 to Friday, Feb. 22
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave., Hollis
Contact: (718) 465–7355 www.
quenslibrary.org

Interactive Arts Workshop 
– Classical Smackdown! - What 
would happen if the classical 
composers, Prokofi ev and 
Debussy, went head-to-head in 
X-Factor, who would you vote 
for? Here is a chance to see 
which great composer speaks 
your musical language as 
master pianist Frederic Chiu 
performs their works. You’ll get 
a chance to vote by ballot and 
see what your fellow audience-
members think!
When: Saturday, Feb. 16, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $6, $4 children, free for 
members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 
Chabad of Long Island City 
provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com 

Saturday Night Kids/
Woodwork Session — What 
better way for children to spend 
Saturday nights than with hot 
cocoa and woodworking with 
friends? Bring out their creative 
side and have a great time. 
Build a gragger for Purim, a 
matzah box for Pesach or a 
challah board for Shabbat. Ages 
5-13.
When: Saturdays through 
February 16, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $80 for entire session 
or $15 per week. Includes all 
materials, supplies, etc.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

“Much Ado About Nothing” 
— The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard Mazda 
whose Gangland Shakespeare 
trio of MacBeth, Othello and 
Julius Caesar thrilled with a 
fresh cohesive approach once 
again brings a unique style 
and concept to a beloved 
Shakespeare piece. Following 
the visceral approach to his 
Gangland series he keeps it 
down and dirty with a style 
we are calling Trash Period. 
Infl uenced by the hierarchies 
that one fi nds among the 
dispossessed, homeless and 
street dwellers, Mazda’s Much 
Ado takes us to a street strewn 
with trash where the gentle 
Leonato’s cardboard dwelling 
is the best on the street, where 
everyday objects casually 
thrown away. Echoes of the 
absurdist “Waiting for Godot” 
lead the audience to a pinpoint 

sharp and reverent language; 
the comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted 
by ‘clown techniques’ which 
draw out Shakespeare’s merry 
war between Benedick and 
Beatrice
When: Feb 14 – 17, Feb. 20 – 23 & 
Feb. 27 – March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

“Godspell” – The beloved 
classic from Stephen Schwartz 
(“Wicked,” “Pippin”) gets the St. 
Margaret’s School treatment 
as one of the most endearing 
shows of all time returns to 
delight audiences. The musical 
uses contemporary themes to 
illustrate parables and brings 
these lessons to life through 
the grand tradition of musical 
theatre.

When: Saturday, March 9 & 16, 
8pm; Sunday, March 10 & 17, 
2:30 pm; Friday March 15, 8pm
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between 
Juniper Valley Road and 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Cost: $15 adults, $13 seniors, 
$10 children
Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.
stmargaretschoolmv.org

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 

28.  After-dinner sandwich?
29.  Abrupt way to quit
30.  Applies polish to?
35.  One for the road?
36.  "Thundering" group
38.  "Beetle Bailey" bellower
40.  Circus insurance?
41.  Army band
44.  Lose zip
46.  Adirondack lake
49.  Modus operandi
51.  Trawler's catch
52.  Hit bottom?
53.  "___ Doone" (1869 
 novel)
54.  Farmers' needs
58.  A follower?
60.  "Drome" lead-in
61.  New Jersey's ___ 
 University
62.  Doing nothing
64.  Señor Guevara
65.  ___ Kan dog food

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Feb. 15-21, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Turducken
Across
1.  They're heard at  
 Heathrow?
6.  "Cheep" homes?
11.  B.S., e.g.
14.  "Beat ___ to..."
15.  "___ Thief" (1950 
 movie)
16.  Foe of  the Navajo
17.  Turducken, perhaps
19.  'Memory' singer?
20.  Avoid finishing a 
 sentence?
21.  12th graders: Abbr.
22.  Play for laughs?
23.  Behaved like a lead 
 balloon?
25.  Insect you can see in 
 the dark
27.  Dogma
31.  Buck overseas?
32.  Barcelona Olympics 
 prize
33.  Closing document
34.  Base for a stew
37.  Hair goops
39.  They may reach a bit
42.  One to one, for one
43.  Bubbly drinks
45.  Vietnamese festivals
47.  Act human?
48.  London trolley
50.  Base runner's lot, 
 sometimes
52.  Babe Ruth, perhaps
55.  Stable parent
56.  Sweater?
57.  Bar bill
59.  Cuomo's successor
63.  "Raiders of  the Lost 
 ___"
64.  Nothing much, to 
 farmers?
66.  Needle point?
67.  Accord maker

68.  Ear-relevant
69.  Mary ___ cosmetics
70.  Car bomb?
71.  Cell mate?
Down
1.  Gross-weight deduction
2.  Abbrs. on letters to GIs
3.  Common powder
4.  "Finally!"
5.  Astronaut Alan
6.  Easter beginning?
7.  Baseballer Slaughter
8.  Aid in avoiding the 
 draft?
9.  Actress O'Shea
10.  Pre-coll. exam
11.  Like Chaplin's walk
12.  Amazon business
13.  Big name in oil
18.  Naysayer
22.  Roamin' Catholic?
24.  Baby bouncer?
26.  Massage
27.  Lady and the Tramp, 
 e.g.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BOOGIE
D A T E S P O T S S P C A
I N E R T R I O T Q U A D
A T R I A A N N E U R S A
L I N E B A C K E R A S A P

L S T D E A R E S T
H O U S E S I T O R E
A S S T A C E S E R A S E
I S E E D A N C E O U T S
R A S P Y L E O V O D E S

L A D T R E A T I S E
S C R A P E D E R R
A R I D B E L L Y A C H E D
L E N D A L O E B L A M E
A P S E S A S S I O N I C
D E E R E Y E S A D D T O

Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 

exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
KIDS & FAMILY

Purim with Dr. Seuss — Celebrate 
Purim with Dr. Seuss, dance 
and party to the sound of 
the caboose! Come dressed 
up in true Seuss spirit, laugh 
and enjoy lots of Seuss Purim 
gimmicks! A Purim feast of 
food we will prepare, comedian 
for adults and magician for 
children, see you there!
When: Sunday, Feb. 24, 3:30 pm
Where: PS 78, 48-09 Center Blvd.
Cost: $18 per person, $50 per 
family
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Webste: www.JewishLIC.com

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

BY OLIVA SAPERSTEIN

Sometimes there is no 
better way to learn about a 
particular part of the world 
than through its cinema. 
Starting Feb. 6, Queen’s 
College’s Godwin-Ternback 
Museum introduced the sec-
ond installment of its series 
“Representing South Asia 
on Film,” which is screen-
ing eight more films from 
the region as part of the col-
lege’s “Year of India” event. 

Included are popular 
commercial works as well 
as independent, experimen-
tal, and short selections, 
spanning the last several 
decades. Find well-known 
Bollywood films as well as 
those from Bengali, Tamil, 
and Malayalam cultures, 
that will expose the public 
to their strong political and 
artistic elements.

While some of these 
films may be lesser known 
to some Americans, they 
have a strong following in 

others parts of the world. 
“Indian films are a 

huge product in the In-
dian market, and other 
countries as well,” said co-
curator Satadru Sen. “In 
Africa, in West Asia, in 
South East Asia, in Russia, 
for instance.” 

Each film in the series 
has been carefully selected, 
so as to bring certain as-
pects of Indian culture to 
light. “We want to choose 
films that are not only so-
cially relevant, but also that 

are well made,” Sen said. 
The free series will also 

be accompanied by panels 
with filmmakers and schol-
ars of cinema discussing 
themes of gender, urbaniza-
tion and political rights. 

Upon viewing the se-
ries’ selections, it is clear 
that they all have some-

thing significant to say. 
“The Cup,” (Feb. 6) for 

instance, takes a group of 
Tibetan monks who want 
to watch the World Cup, but 
must first find a television 
- clearly something most of 
us take fore granted. 

“A Day Like Any Oth-
er” (Feb. 20) explores gen-

der issues when the daugh-
ter of a Calcutta family fails 
to come home from work. 

“The Hero” (April 17), 
which is one of South Indi-
an’s famous gangster films 
in the Tamil language, fol-
lows a boy who sees his fa-
ther shot by a policeman. 

It’s important that 

these films are shown in 
order to give us a more well 
rounded cultural perspec-
tive. However, the series 
may not only be beneficial 
for cinephiles alone, or 
those with a strong inter-
est in the culture of South 
Asia, but also for those 
who would like insight and 
perspective on a number of 
social, political and philo-
sophical issues in general. 

“Our goal is to teach 
and to entertain,” said Sen. 
“We’re hoping that people 
learn something about 
the relationship between 
cinema and society--how 
society generates different 
kinds of cinema and how 
that cinema circles back to 
influence society.” 

The series will run 
each Wednesday through 
April 24. 

For more information 
please visit http://qcpages.
qc.cuny.edu/godwin_tern-
bach/year_of_india/index.
html

South Asian fi lm fest reels in cinema lovers

(Photo l.) The film, “A Day Like Any Other,” is slated to be shown Feb. 20. (Above) Anupama Kapse, 
assistant professor in Queens College’s Department of Media Studies, is to introduce “The Hero,” 
a 1987 gangster classic about a boy who sees his father gunned down by a policeman. 

Images courtesy Godwin-Ternbach Museum

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue
PH: (718) 229-2367
FAX: (718) 229-3066

Family-Style
Dinners

For Four

Complete menu available on our website at
www.bensdeli.net

or in-store at our Bayside location.

$4999
WEEKDAYS 5-8 PM
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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Have a tree hug you.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

Delta prepares for Phase 2 of JFK expansion
BY RICH BOCKMANN

With Delta set to open 
the doors on the first phase 
of its expansion to John F. 
Kennedy Airport’s Termi-
nal 4 in May, the airline 
Tuesday announced the 
Port Authority had autho-
rized a second, $175 million 
phase, which is scheduled 
for completion in 2015.

“This additional ex-
pansion project at Termi-
nal 4 is another in a long 
line of substantial invest-
ments we are making in 
New York,” said Richard 
Anderson, Delta’s chief ex-
ecutive officer.

The second phase will 
allow Delta passengers 
who normally board flights 
from stair cars at Terminal 
2 to use jet bridges when 
the company shifts those 
flights to Terminal 4.

In 2010, the Port Au-
thority’s board of commis-
sioners authorized the first 
phase of Delta’s $1.2 billion 

plan to expand at Terminal 
4, the airport’s only non-
airline-owned, privately 
operated terminal.

When completed in 
May, the first phase will 
include nine new interna-
tional gates at Terminal 
4’s Concourse B, making 
way for the Atlanta-based 
airline to shift its interna-
tional operations from Ter-
minal 3, which was built in 
the 1960s.

Delta said that by mov-
ing to the modern terminal 
it would be able to reduce 
taxi times and improve op-
erational performance. The 
company plans to demolish 
the building to make way 
for aircraft parking.

The first phase of 
the redevelopment also 
includes a passenger con-
nector between Terminals 
2 and 4 and expanded bag-
gage claim as well as cus-
toms areas.

The second phase will 
see construction of 11 new 

gates at the end of Termi-
nal 4’s Concourse B, mak-
ing way for Delta to move 
its regional jet operations 
out of Terminal 2.

“Delta’s expansion of 
JFK’s Terminal 4 under-

scores the Port Authority’s 
commitment to partnering 
with the private sector to 
modernize our aging assets 
and continue to stimulate 
economic growth in the re-
gion,’’ said Port Authority 

Chairman David Samson. 
“This $1.2 billion project 
will provide a modern, 
first-class terminal for pas-
sengers at JFK, as well as 
create good-paying jobs and 
hundreds of millions of dol-

lars in economic activity.”
The Port Authority 

estimates the second phase 
will create 770 jobs account-
ing for $52 million in wages 
and $259 million in eco-
nomic activity. Delta said 
its current operations at 
the airport generate 49,000 
jobs in the region.

“Expanding Terminal 
4 will create needed short- 
and long-term jobs, while 
further enhancing passen-
gers’ travels in a state-of-the 
art terminal while en route 
to their destinations,” said 
Pat Foye, the Port Author-
ity’s executive director.

In January, Delta an-
nounced it had partnered 
with Architectural Digest 
to design an outdoor ter-
race on top of the terminal 
called The Sky Deck.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Delta Air Line’s Sky Deck is part of a billion-dollar-plus expansion at John F. Kennedy Airport’s 
Terminal 4. Rendering courtesy Delta Air Lines

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide
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Gymnasts are cel-
ebrated for their mobility, 
flexibility and coordina-
tion, and one Queens com-
pany offers gymnastics 
classes designed to be just 
as nimble.

Power Moves Gymnas-
tics and Fitness brings the 
gym to young jumpers and 
tumblers, whether they be 
in a school, at a commu-
nity event or at a birthday 
party.

Longtime friends and 
athletes Candice Walker 
and Grace Williams start-
ed the company back in 
November after years of 
learning the ropes — and 
the balance beams — them-
selves.

“As a child I was al-
ways jumping around on 
the couch and my mother 
had to find some way to 
channel my energy,” Walk-
er said.

She and her business 
partner met while enrolled 
in the YMCA in Bellerose 
as children and eventually 
went on to work in one of 
their high school coach’s 
gyms.

“I started watching 
how my coach watched and 

trained our teammates and 
I said, ‘Hey, I can do this,’” 
she explained.

Walker said she and 
Williams have 10 years of 
coaching experience and 
are members of the United 
States Association of Gym-
nastics.

Power Moves provides 
equipment such as mats, 
balance beams and barrels 
for one-hour sessions dur-
ing after-school programs 
booked on a monthly basis.

Sessions start out with 

a stretch and warm-up, and 
Walker said with patience 
and practice youngsters 
soon progress from the ba-
sic maneuvers to more com-
plex ones.

She said gymnastics 
and tumbling are great 
ways to increase flexibility 
and endurance and to boost 
a child’s confidence.

“Our primary goals 
are for children to first 
master the balancing and 
motor skills and body con-
trol. Once they gain those 

skills they move to hand 
stands, front walk-overs, 
back walk-overs and work 
with bridges,” she said. “In 
the beginning children are 
always afraid to do some-
thing even as simple as a 
forward roll. After a while 
of doing it repetitively, it 
becomes easier and they 
get more confident.”

Classes are aimed at 
youths ages 3 to 16, and 
Power Moves charges $45 
per child for a one-day-a-
week session or $60 for two 

days a week.
The company also of-

fers 90-minute birthday 
parties on the weekend.

“We can do it at some-
one’s home. You need noth-
ing smaller than a 10-by-10 
area so we can set up the 
mats so the children aren’t 
bumping into the walls and 

the furniture,” Walker said.
For more information 

visit powermovesgymnas-
tics.com or call 516-369-
0064.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Queens company offers mobile gym classes



TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 15-21, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

47

BT

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY STEVE MOSCO

How sweet it is.
A confectioner with a 

rich Rockaway Beach his-
tory hopes to start churn-
ing out chocolate again 
soon after receiving aid 
money from National Grid 
this week.

The Madeline Choco-
late Co., a staple in the com-
munity for 60 years and em-
ployer of 450 people, found 
itself shutdown and in 
shambles after Hurricane 
Sandy blew through the re-
gion Oct. 29.

The day before the su-
perstorm hit, owner and op-
erator Jorge Farber said his 
business was pushing out 
100,000 pounds of the sweet 
stuff every day, but since 
then his kitchens have gone 
quiet and his operation has 
gone sour.

“We missed one of the 
biggest seasons in the can-
dy industry,” said Farber, 
referring to Valentine’s 
Day and Easter, holidays 
virtually built on sweets. 
“If we cannot get going for 
next Halloween, we are go-
ing to be in trouble.”

To help Farber and his 
wife Vivian and Norman 
Gold, who are his business 

partners, National Grid 
presented Madeline with a 
check for $250,000 — cash 
Farber said will immedi-
ately go toward restoring 
a major machine in one of 
his kitchens that produces 
a range of candy shapes 
and molds.

“When Sandy hit, we 
made a promise to the Rock-
aways to do everything 
we can to help rebuild,” 
said Ken Daly, president of 
National Grid. “Madeline 
gives so much to this com-
munity, we felt it was time 
we gave a little back to 
them.”

National Grid’s relief 
aid to Madeline is part of 
a larger effort to assist the 
hardest hit gas customers in 
the city and on Long Island. 
The gas utility launched a 
$30 million aid program in 
November, with residential 
customers receiving the 
first wave of relief.

The three-tiered pro-
gram first provided criti-
cal early stage emergency 
funding to help the most se-
verely affected residential 
customers; next, funding 
went toward the residen-
tial rebuilding process; and 
finally, in the third tier, 
commercial properties are 

getting assistance.
Farber said he is still 

unsure if he will receive aid 
from the recently passed 
Senate bill, but he hopes to 
rehire many of his former 
employees after the cash 
infusion, but unfortunately 
not all of the 450 workers 
will have a job right away. 
Of Madeline’s eight produc-
tion rooms and 14 molding 
lines, only one will reopen 
in the coming months.

But that one room will 
be enough to roll out Mad-
eline’s line of Halloween 
treats in time for October, 
nearly one year after San-
dy surged over the Rock-
aways.

“If we were to lose Hal-
loween, it would make it 
that much harder to ever 
reopen,” said Farber, add-
ing that damages to the 
200,000-square-foot factory 
from the storm figured in 
the high millions. “It has 
been a long journey just to 
this point and, without this 
money, the journey would 
be even longer.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Gas utility gives sweet assist 
to ravaged Rockaway factory

National Grid President Ken Daly (second from r.) and Rockaway Development and Revitalization Corp. 
Director Malcolm Harewood (r.), present (l.-r.) Vivian and Jorge Farber and Norman Gold with aid to 
help reopen the Madeline Chocolate Co. Photo by Steve Mosco
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dismiss the charges.”
The incident was first 

reported by TimesLedger 
Newspapers Jan. 17.

Leandre and Jackson 
are supported by communi-
ty leaders, including Bish-
op Charles Norris, and The 
Queens National Action 
Network and the Jamaica-
and Northeast Queens 
branches of the NAACP.

The incident is being 
handled by the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board, a 
body that takes complaints 

against police, and the 
NYPD did not have a com-
ment.

Jackson is part of a pro-
gram at the YMCA called 
YouthBuild, which helps 
young men and women get 
their GED.

The teenager has been 
arrested four times before, 
and in one instance was in 
possession of a gun and a 
knife, police sources said.

According to the DA, 
on Jan. 8 Jackson began 
yelling profanities and act-
ing violently while officers 
were questioning two other 
youngsters nearby. Jackson 
then refused to comply with 
the officers’ orders and re-

sisted arrest, attempting to 
bite one of the officers, the 
DA said.

But Leandre contends 
that Jackson was brutalized 
while being held defense-
less on the sidewalk, which 
left him with abrasions on 
his face, and called on the 
DA to drop the charges 
against him.  He appeared 
at the news conference with 
a healing wound on his left 
cheek.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

cording to filings with the 
state Department of State.

An annual report pub-
lished in 2011 read, “New 
York Hospital Queens fin-
ished 2011 in a strong posi-
tion, despite continued tur-
moil in the economy and 
questions about the pros-
pects of some other health 
care facilities in this area.”

Some of those ques-
tions have been answered.

Four hospitals in 
Queens have closed since 
2008: Parkway, St. John’s, 
Mary Immaculate and 
Peninsula. Three of those 
closures were due to bank-
ruptcy.

Health care costs are 
rising all over the country, 

but some of the challenges 
of operating a medical facil-
ity in New York City include 
caring for the uninsured.

In 2010, NYHQ’s costs 
for uncompensated care 
ran $35.7 million, accord-
ing to Department of State 
filings.

And uninsured or not, 
many people use emergen-
cy room and hospital physi-
cians as if it were their pri-
mary care doctors, which 
can lead to overcrowding.

But according to 
Rimar, the borough is not 
facing a shortage of beds so 
much as a shortage of doc-
tors.

“If you have primary 
care, you’re less likely to be 
admitted to a hospital,” he 
said. “We’re making an in-
vestment in this.”

By opening more offic-

es like the Whitestone pri-
mary care facility, which 
operates like a private prac-
tice but has access to all the 
facilities and expertise of 
the hospital at large, NYHQ 
hopes to deliver services 
in a way that benefits the 
borough by providing care 
locally, while at the same 
time prevent unnecessary 
visits to the main facility.

City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
praised the new Whites-
tone clinic.

“If a facility such as 
this keeps people out of the 
emergency room, every-
body benefits,” Stavisky 
said. “It’s a lot cheaper to 
come here than go to the 
ER.”

“It certainly no longer 
makes it unthinkable that 
a pope would resign, even 
though it was always al-
lowed,” Mahoney said. “But 
we are hopeful. Our hope is 
in the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit at this very historic 
time.”

Mahoney said Bene-
dict showed the world — 

and future popes — that the 
option to step down is and 
always was there. 

“I think with great 
courage and with great 
humility, he has made his 
decision,” Mahoney said. 
“There is much to be ad-
mired in the fact that he is 
saying he can no longer do 
this at the level that is nec-
essary.”

Mahoney’s sentiments 
matched those of Farrell’s, 
who saw the decision as 
bold, but not completely in-

appropriate.
“Good for him to real-

ize that he may not have the 
energy he feels is needed to 
lead the church into the fu-
ture,” Farrell said. “In the 
future, it will be his inter-
actions with the people, his 
writings and teachings that 
will impact the world.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Queens indicates servicers 
are finally figuring out 
exactly what they need to 
complete a foreclosure.

“Back in 2011 and even 
late 2010, the numbers real-
ly decreased dramatically 
without much reason other 
than the additional scruti-
ny regarding improper doc-
umentation and question-
able practices,” Blomquist 
said, adding he expected 
the activity to continue 
through 2013. “Those low 
numbers from 2011 were ar-
tificially low, and now the 
foreclosures caught in the 
logjam are starting to come 
through.”

And while the nation-
al average to complete the 
foreclosure process was 414 
days in 2012, it took far and 
away the longest in New 

York, which had an average 
of 1,089 days.

In almost three years, 
a troubled homeowner can 
rack up thousands of dol-
lars in late fees and arrears 
that make it almost impos-
sible to save their home.

“At some point it be-
comes mathematically im-
possible,” said Elizabeth 
Lynch, staff attorney at 
nonprofit law firm MFY 
Legal Services.

With an average unem-
ployment rate of 7.9 percent 
in Queens for 2012, Lynch 
said the tough economy is 
making it harder for hom-
eowners to keep up on their 
mortgage payments.

“We’re starting to see 
people who have a mort-
gage that’s not as bad as a 
subprime loan that we’ve 
seen in the past, but maybe 
has a higher interest rate 

now and they’re going into 
foreclosure too,” she said. 
“With the bad economy hit-
ting areas like southeast 
Queens, we’re definitely 
seeing the impact of unem-
ployment.”

Homeowners who lack 
sophisticated knowledge 
of the foreclosure process 
and the legal resources 
of mortgage servicers are 
still at a marked disadvan-
tage, Lynch said. One step 
federal or state agencies 
could take toward leveling 
the playing field would be 
to allow borrowers to sue 
servicers who abuse the 
process, she added.

MFY Legal has docu-
mented a practice in New 
York whereby servicers 
delay filing paperwork, 
thereby extending the fore-
closure process and pre-
venting borrowers from 
entering a settlement con-
ference. 

Bianco said the MTA 
was in the process of con-
ducting a pilot project 
involving “Intrusion De-
tection” to alert train op-
erators to people on the 
tracks.  The agency also 
has explored using plat-
form barriers.

Last year 141 people 
were hit by subway trains 
in the city system, result-
ing in 55 deaths.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
in whose district Sunan-
do Sen was pushed to his 
death Dec. 27, asked how 

many subway stations were 
equipped with cameras.

MTA officials said they 
did not have the informa-
tion but would furnish it.

“Many of my constitu-
ents were surprised that the 
stations where this tragedy 
occurred had no cameras,” 
he said.

Besides Van Bramer, 
other Transportation Com-
mittee members — Council 
members Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) and 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) — attended the hear-
ing.

John Samuelson, 
president of Local 100 of 
the TWU, said most of the 
MTA’s suggestions on how 

to reduce subway platform 
deaths were “pie in the sky,” 
adding that the agency was 
out of touch with most sub-
way users.

The union distributed 
at the hearing replicas of 
MetroCards bearing the 
Grim Reaper, simulated 
blood-spatters and sugges-
tions for lessening subway 
deaths, including slowing 
down trains as they enter 
a station, assigning MTA 
agents to crowded plat-
forms and installing emer-
gency power shut-offs on 
tracks on station booths.

The TWU is involved 
in labor negotiations with 
the MTA.

snowstorm Saturday and 
Sunday, an MTA spokes-
man said. The MTA was 
planning to store trains in 
the Steinway Tunnels, but 
the storm was not as se-
vere as expected and trains 
stayed on schedule, the 
spokesman said. 

Catsimatidis said that 
when he is mayor, he plans 
to have a deputy mayor for 
each borough who would 
report back to him on the 

concerns of the members of 
the community and let him 
know what’s going on.

“You need a real per-
son in charge,” he said, “not 
a professional politician or 
a bureaucrat.”

Meloni said the MTA 
needs to speak to the af-
fected communities about 
what would be the least dis-
ruptive times for their busi-
ness to do track work.

“It is about the people 
first of all, and the small 
businesses,” Meloni said.

The MTA has argued 
that the winter shutdowns 
of the No. 7 train are nec-

essary because that is 
when ridership is lowest. 
The agency has also said 
that due to the nature of 
the work it cannot use the 
FastTrack program, which 
shuts down the subway 
during weekday evenings, 
as the work would take 
two months to complete 
and there are not sufficient 
public transportation alter-
natives.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.
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The Board of Elections 
is made up of 10 commis-
sioners, five Democrats 
and five Republicans. Ac-
cording to multiple sources 
in GOP political circles, the 
commissioners have clout 
because they not only de-
cide how the board is going 
to run and how to conduct 
elections in the five bor-
oughs, but they also dole 
out election jobs both tem-
porary and long-term. It is 
one of the last remaining 
vestiges of political patron-
age in New York City, and 
thus a source of power for 
whoever is in the seat, ac-
cording to sources.

That power is usually 
in the hands of each bor-
ough’s political party.

The GOP Party’s rules 
state that each time a com-
missioner’s four-year term 
is up, the party is supposed 
to send a letter of recom-
mendation to the Council 
30 days before the end of 
that term stating their 

choice for the position and 
the Council is expected to 
make the appointment.

But the three council-

men claim that the party 
did not send its appoint-
ment, which opened the 
door for them to make a 

recommendation of their 
own. And their pick could 
effectively control the flow 
of patronage jobs.

The Queens party, 
headed by Phil Ragusa, 
has taken the matter to 
court using the legal team 
of Republican mayoral can-
didate John Catsimatidis. 
Ragusa is asking a Manhat-
tan Supreme Court judge to 
stop Michel from making 
any decisions on the board, 
remove him from office and 
instead install the party’s 
pick, Judith Stupp.

The legal briefs con-
tend that the Queens GOP 
did indeed make its ap-
pointment before time ran 
out, but it was enclosed in a 
pre-paid envelope and sent 
through first-class mail. 

Sources with knowl-
edge of the case said  the 
appointment never reached 
the Council nor Oddo, the 
Council’s minority leader, 
which then cleared the way 
for the three members to 
make the replacement.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

LIPA is still working 
to repair a power substa-
tion in Arverne, and has 
what a spokeswoman called 
a non-standard transmis-
sion system installed in the 
interim. A problem at the 
substation that was later re-
solved caused 8,500 custom-
ers to lose power, but 4,500 
customers had their lights 
on within a half hour and 
the rest within two hours.

Goldfeder expressed 
concern about the conse-
quences if a more severe 
storm were to hit the area.

“While this storm 
wasn’t very serious, the 

next one might be twice as 
serious,” he said.

All day Saturday, resi-
dents all over the borough 
were either playing in the 
snow or toiling in it, de-
pending on their age.

Chuck Fogarty, 5, and 
his sister Gabriella, 4, were 
sitting in a sled that was 
hauled by a friend up and 
down the middle of a snowy 
Hamilton Beach street — 
though shovels and snow-
blowers were slowly re-
claiming the asphalt.

On the next street over, 
John Fazio was behind the 
wheel of a yellow tractor 
digging out the end of the 
road with a large shovel 
scoop attached to the front 
of the vehicle.

Queens County Republican Chair Phil Ragusa shakes the hand of 
Juan Reyes, who he picked to run against City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich in a state Senate primary.

Continued from Page 1

GOP
Continued from Page 4
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Robert Volino spends Saturday morning digging out his driveway 
in Hamilton Beach. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Christ the King 
proved it is more than Si-
erra Calhoun.

The Royals showed 
they were ready to defend 
their diocesan title and 
that they could win with-
out their star, who will 
miss two weeks in rehab 
for patella tendonitis.

They held off the 
visiting Falcons 45-44 in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
Sunday night. The win cre-
ates a three-way tie atop 
the league with CK, Mol-
loy and Ford all having 
two losses to each other.

Kollyns Scarbrough 
scored 15 points and 

grabbed 14 rebounds.
“We tried to prove to-

day that we do have other 
players on our team that 
can step up,” the junior 
forward said. “We wanted 
to prove to every team that 
we are something to deal 
with it.”

Forward Taylor Buti-
gian was one of the big rea-
sons why Christ the King 
left with a win. Butigian 
scored 13 points, grabbed 
10 rebounds and blocked 
seven shots. She had a 
huge rejection of Bishop 
Ford’s Aaliyah Jones with 
25 seconds left to play in 
the game and CK clinging 
to a two-point lead.

“That’s what she is 
capable of doing,” Christ 
the King Coach Bob Mack-

ey said. “Defensively I 
thought she did a super 
job.”

The Royals (14-7, 
7-2) couldn’t take a deep 
breath just yet. Jones 
pulled Ford within 45-44 
with 15 seconds left, after 
Deja Johnson made one-
of-two free throws. The 
Falcons’ Tanasia “Sweets” 
Blake stole the ball at half 
court. Jones misfired on a 
three-pointer from the cor-
ner and Blake missed a put 
back. Scarbrough grabbed 
the rebound and passed it 
to Kristen Drogsler (nine 
points) to dribble out the 
clock.

“It was a little scary,” 
Scarbrough said.

She and Christ the 
King weren’t afraid to go 

right at Bishop Ford (17-6, 
10-2), which won the first 
meeting in November, de-
fensively. It held the Fal-
cons without a field goal 
for 8:30 of the first and sec-
ond quarters and led 18-8 
with 5:31 left before the 
half. Johnson attacked the 
basket at will and Shan-
non Barrett was a pres-
ence in the paint.

“We had to take them 
out of their comfort zone 
and make them shoot hard 
jumps shots,” Butigian 
said.

CK forced Ford into 
jumpers that it turned into 
transition points. The Fal-
cons got within three head-
ing into the fourth, but the 
Royals ripped off a 6-0 run 
to go up 41-32 with 5:51 re-
maining in the game.

St. John’s-bound 
guard Aaliyah Lewis (10 
points) brought Ford back, 
scoring five straight points 
late in the fourth to pull 
her team within 44-42 with 
40 seconds left. Jill Conroy 
dropped in 12 points.

The Royals bent but 
didn’t break and earned 
themselves a chance at 
first place and a first-
round bye in the diocesan 
tournament.

“They hung in there,” 
Mackey said. “They didn’t 
quit.”

CK boys’ hoops top 
Loughlin: Jon Severe 
scored 18 points and Malik 
Harmon had 11 for Christ 
the King (20-2, 14-0).

Jordan Fuchs added 
10 points and Andre Walk-
er hit a key three-pointer 
with 1:59 left in the game.

Mike Williams paced 
Loughlin (16-5, 6-5) with 19 
points.

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY CHRIS BARCA
 
In their last two regu-

lar-season match-ups Bay-
side beat Cardozo and cel-
ebrated in court-storming 
fashion.

On Feb. 7 with first 
place on the line, Cardozo 
boys’ basketball Coach 
Ron Naclerio wanted his 
players to reverse that 
trend and leave their home 
gym with a lifelong memo-
ry and a title.

“As a coach, I want 
to teach them to be the 
best players they can be, 
but I also want to teach 
them about life,” he said. 
“I wanted them to remem-
ber this game, and I really 
think they will.”

That’s because the 
Judges held off Bayside’s 
electric second-half come-
back attempt in a wild, 
back-and-forth affair that 
featured five ties and five 
lead changes in the fourth 
quarter alone. Cardozo 
emerged with a 78-69 win 
over the Commodores, 
thanks to senior Omar 
Williams scoring 16 points 
of his game-high 32 points 
in the fourth. The Judges 
earned their 11th-straight 
PSAL Queens AA crown, 
including a tie with Bay-
side last year and the top 

seed in the borough tour-
nament.

“This was such a huge 
win,” Williams said. “I just 
wanted to step up big for 
my team. I was really feel-
ing it out there. I wanted to 
help my team win.”

Bayside trailed 38-30 
at the half, but the Com-
modores stormed back via 
lethal perimeter shooting 
from Cantrell Barker and 
Brandon King, who scored 
23 and 13 points. They each 
nailed three-pointers to 
put Bayside ahead in the 
third quarter.

Barker also sank free 
throws to give Bayside a 
lead three different times 
in the fourth quarter. 
Williams was quick to re-
spond. He countered with 
three three-pointers and 
hit four free throws in the 
final minute to give Dozo 
the crown.

“This was our first 
goal, to win the division,” 
Naclerio said. “We’ve been 
the king of Queens since 
the 1980s and my record 
against Bayside is 66-6 
now. But this is the best 
Bayside team we’ve played 
since 2002.”

When two rivals play 
a high-stakes game, chip-
py play can be expected, 

Royals power past Ford
Win places Christ the King in three-way tie for fi rst place in league

Dozo tops Bayside 
for division crown 

Continued on Page 52
Christ the King’s Kristen Drogsler (c.) hugs teammate Deja Johnson (l.) after the win. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Cardozo Coach Ron Naclerio leads his team to a division title. 
Photo by Chris Barca
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For Eric Mirkov, there 
was always one school 
above the rest.

The St. Francis Prep 
senior has been attending 
St. John’s men’s soccer 
games and camps since he 
was 8 and his mother Lilly 
is an alumna of the school. 
Mirkov’s room is filled 
with Red Storm memora-
bilia.

“Everything I own 
from a college is just St. 
John’s,” he said.

Mirkov will get plenty 
of use out of it and even 
more stuff in the future 
as he signed a national let-
ter of intent Feb. 6 to play 
soccer for the Red Storm 
next season. It completes 
a lifelong dream and gives 
his family a chance now to 
come to Belson Stadium to 
watch him play. He joins 
fellow Queens-native Dan-
ny Bedoya, of Francis Lew-
is, who was a freshman at 
St. John’s last season.

“St. John’s was al-

ways my No. 1 choice, and 
when it came around there 
was no turning back for 
me,” Mirkov said. “This is 
where I wanted to be.”

But he almost didn’t 
get the chance.

Mirkov’s soccer train-
er Ernest Inneh phoned St. 
John’s assistant Coach Jeff 
Matteo late in the season 
and asked if he would take 
a second look at Mirkov. 
He watched him play dur-
ing a CHSAA Class AA In-
tersectional semifinal loss 
to Fordham Prep and later 
at a club game at the Met-
ropolitan Oval. The Red 
Storm saw enough.

“If it wasn’t for him I 
probably wouldn’t be go-
ing to St. John’s,” Mirkov 
said of Inneh.

Knowing Matteo, who 
he watched as a player and 
was trained by as a young-
ster at camps, was watch-
ing didn’t make Mirkov 
nervous. He didn’t let the 
thought that this was his 
chance to impress his 
dream school get to him. 

He trusted his talent and 
his Terrier teammates.

“I just knew if my 
teammates played well 
and I play well and I play 
as a team player, I would 
do fine,” Mirkov said.

The All-Queens 
first team selection by 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
has been a key cog for St. 
Francis Prep. Known for 
his loyalty and team-first 
approach, he chose to play 
with the Terriers last sea-
son instead of his Albert-
son Academy team.

The Terriers offense 
ran through the highly 
skilled and smart mid-
fielder. Mirkov had three 
goals and eight assists 
last year and 15 goals and 
a St. Francis Prep record 
29 assists for his career. 
Mirkov believes he will be 
comfortable in St. John’s 
defensive style.

In his mind it’s where 
he belongs.

“Everything looks 
good because it’s home,” 
Mirkov said.

 
The Public School 

Athletic League’s new aca-
demic standards make it 
tougher for athletes to suit 
up for their school.

The long overdue im-
provements upon previ-
ously subpar regulations 
demand athletes graduate 
on time and work to en-
sure they are eligible for 
college and potential ath-
letic scholarships.

The new rules, which 
take effect September 2013, 
require greater attention 
to athletes’ school work 
from the players, parents, 
coaches and administra-
tors to ensure the kids 
who need help don’t fall 

behind.
“Everybody’s got to 

stay on the kids a little 
more,” said Arnie Rosen-
baum, the Francis Lewis 
athletic director and girls’ 
volleyball coach.

Students will have 
to pass five subjects plus 
gym, three of which must 
be major subjects, such as 
English, math, social stud-
ies and science. In the past, 
it was any four classes and 
gym.

Starting in February 
2014, an athlete must ac-
cumulate two more cred-
its than before, excluding 
gym, for two semesters 
prior to the beginning of 
their season. They must 
also achieve an overall 
average of 65, unless the 
school requires higher. 
Amazingly, there was no 
grade-point average re-
quirement in the past. The 

city for years let borderline 
kids skate by, and the stu-
dents paid a price.

The move was made to 
raise graduation rates and 
get athletes in line with the 
more demanding NCAA 
Clearinghouse standards 
to play Division I and II 
sports. For incoming ath-
letes, the NCAA requires 
a 2.3 grade-point average 
or 78 in number scores and 
completion of 10 of 16 re-

quired core courses before 
athletes’ senior year.

In the PSAL, play-
ers will also be required 
to have 90 percent atten-
dance at the end of each 
marking period, which 
means they can only miss 
three to four classes each 
term. Principals can over-
ride this in extenuating 
circumstances.

Even so, this could be 
one of the hardest stan-

dards to meet.
John Adams boys’ soc-

cer Coach Alex Navarette 
said his school averages a 
75 percent rate. He would 
like a clarification on the 
rule and if it includes days 
like graduation where at-
tendance is taken, but most 
students are not present.

“The 90 percent is 
just going to kill us,” Na-
varrete said.

Other coaches worry 

about what happens to 
kids who fall behind under 
the new rules. Students 
always deserve a second 
chance.

Cardozo boys’ bas-
ketball head man Ron Na-
clerio believes the 10-credit 
rule could make it harder 
for players who become in-
eligible to become eligible 
again. Students may not be 
able to make up the credits 
if a school dealing with 
overcrowding and budget 
cuts does not have the re-
sources to let them.

“For the athletes, once 
you screw up, it’s going to 
be a lot harder to fill the 
hole you dug for yourself,” 
he said.

Despite some issues, 
this is a well-intentioned 
attempt to finally push 
athletes to get the most out 
of their education.

PSAL raises bar on academic standards
Long overdue requirements puts pressure on athletes to maintain 65 average and attend classes

Arnie Rosenbaum (c.), the Francis Lewis athletic director and girls’ volleyball coach, believes 
the PSAL’s new requirements for players will require extra vigilance from school staffs. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

and that was no different 
last Thursday. Technical 
fouls for trash talking and 
elbows were called on both 
teams at various points in 
the game, but the low point 
came when the contest had 
already been decided.

With one minute left, 
fisticuffs broke out be-
hind the Cardozo bench 
as a handful of rowdy fans 
screamed back and forth 
with a few Cardozo play-
ers, leading to pushing and 
shoving between nearly a 
dozen people before police 
intervened.

Despite the tough 
loss, Bayside Coach Cory 
Semper walks out of the 
gym with his head held 
high, knowing his team 
can match up with the bor-
ough’s best.

“Omar killed us. He’s 
shooting professional 
threes in high school, can’t 
do much to stop that,” he 
said. “But the kids aren’t 
down. These are the wars 
you need to fight to get bet-
ter.”

Continued from Page 51

Cardozo

Joseph 
Staszewski
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Block Shots

St. Francis Prep soccer player Eric Mirkov is headed to St. John’s 
University. Photo by Christina Santucci

SFP soccer star fulfi lls dream to play with Red Storm
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St. John’s women’s 

basketball team isn’t used 
to having close games go 
their way. Seven of the 
Red Storm’s 10 losses have 
been by 10 points or less 
this season, including two 
overtime defeats by a sin-
gle point at home.

Their fortunes 
changed Saturday after-
noon when St. John’s de-
feated Georgetown 76-72 
in overtime at Carnesecca 
Arena.

“It’s nice to be on the 
other end of this one to-
day,” Red Storm Coach Joe 
Tartamella said.

St. John’s (11-10, 5-4) 
saw a nine-point halftime 
lead dwindle throughout 
the second half, and with 
38 seconds remaining 
in the game they trailed 
Georgetown (13-10, 4-6) 65-
63 for the first time in the 
second half.

The Red Storm ap-
peared to be headed for an-
other tough loss, but then 
senior guard Shenneika 

Smith made a wild desper-
ation shot from the right 
block with 20.3 seconds 
left to tie the score and 
send the game into over-
time. Smith admitted the 
shot may have been lucky, 
but it was good enough.

The game would 
have been won easier if 
it weren’t for the play of 
Georgetown senior guard 
Sugar Rodgers. She scored 
22 of her 29 points in the 
second half to lead the 
Hoyas back from a 14-point 
deficit with 18:54 left in the 
second half.

Rodgers had a chance 

to win the game in regu-
lation with 20.6 seconds 
remaining and a tie game. 
Guarded by Smith, her fi-
nal shot was off the mark, 
sending the game into 
overtime.

Heading into that fi-
nal possession, St. John’s’ 
strategy was simple: Get a 
stop.

“We just talked about 
playing defense and get-
ting a stop,” St. John’s se-
nior guard Nadirah McK-
enith said. “We just needed 
to win.”

Smith scored a team-
high 26 points, playing 

every minute. McKenith 
tallied 16 points, 12 assists 
and eight rebounds. The 
two senior guards’ chem-
istry was evident through-
out the second half and 
overtime period.

“We’ve been together 
for four years, so hopeful-
ly we’ll continue with this 
chemistry and go further,” 
Smith said.

Tartamella also no-
ticed the chemistry be-
tween the two, pointing 
out that when they play off 

of each other they are a lot 
tougher to stop.

“When Shenneika 
and Nadirah understand 
the impact they can have 
together, more so than as 
individuals, they really 
can help us,” he said.

Junior guard Briana 
Brown also played a large 
role in the victory, hitting 
four three-pointers, in-
cluding two in overtime, 
on her way to a 12-point 
night.

Despite the gaudy 

numbers put up by his 
guards, the game may 
have been won on the free 
throw line. St. John’s went 
an impressive 20-22 from 
the charity stripe and 11-11 
in the second half when it 
mattered most.

“We try not to talk 
too much about it,” Tarta-
mella said. “However, we 
know it’s the difference be-
tween winning and losing 
some of these games this 
year.”

St. John’s’ Shenneika Smith shoots a jump shot during a game 
against Georgetown. Photo by Robert Cole
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THIS PRESIDENTS’ DAY, GREGORIS IS YOUR

*

NEW 
2013 NISSAN SENTRA SR

Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 4 @ this price.
 Stk #N13608. Model #12313, VIN 665897.

Per Mo
36 Mos.
W/$0
Down

FINANCE FOR

$209
LEASE FOR

†$17,814

$0 INITIAL 
PAYMENT* $0 DOWN 

PAYMENT* $0DRIVE-OFF
LEASE*

SJU exorcises late-game demons in overtime battle with Hoyas
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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LATE PAGE

20% OFF 
ALL SIDING

SIGN BY
FEB. 28th
HAVE WORK DONE
WHEN YOU WANT!

BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT
using standard payment terms

•SIGN AND SAVE•SIGN BY FEB. 28th HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!•SIGN AND SAVE•SIGN BY FEB. 28th HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!•

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt Take 5% off these prices above

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1150

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

279$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 17992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 (888) 631-2131

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

22

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

•

549$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

$799

COUPON

179$SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

339

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models
Available

Starting at 
Whole HouseWhole House

TL

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System

1399
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

Save up to 20% 
on your heating & 

cooling energy bills* 
for as low as

Valid through February 28th

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

Energy Star Windows

0% Financing
for 5 years!

10% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

10% Off
purchase

or

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

Take

5% off

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARYONLY!

FEBRUARYONLY!

FEBRUARYONLY!

20% OFF 
ALL SIDING

SIGN BY
FEB. 28th
HAVE WORK DONE
WHEN YOU WANT!

BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT
using standard payment terms

FEBRUARY BLOWOUT SPECIAL!

GARAGE DOOR
Raised Panel or Carriage Style

S

No Exceptions, 
Contract must be

signed by Feb 28th

(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550
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