
ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREEFeb. 22-28, 2013

• LITTLE NECK LEDGER
• WHITESTONE TIMES

Petey the pig waddles around Little Bay Park during a rally to legalize his status as a New York City pet. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A northeast Queens lawmak-
er stood up for the Whitestone 
owners of a pet pig named Petey 
Tuesday demanding the city le-
galize sow ownership.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) hopes to ensure the ap-
pearance at Little Bay Park was 
not Petey’s swine song, since the 
city Department of Health ordered 
the pig’s owners to “dispose” of 
the animal in early January.

Pigs are considered farm ani-
mals and are illegal to own under 
the department’s health codes, 
according to DOH. Avella wants 
the city to change the law, espe-
cially since it has more important 
things to worry about.

“I was shocked at the amount 
of enforcement by the city,” he 
said.

Avella said he has trouble get-
ting various departments to crack 
down on developers and construc-
tion companies that flaunt the 
law, but could not believe DOH 
has the time or the resources to 
hound pig-owning families like 
Petey’s owners, the Forgiones.

Avella said if the city is not 
willing to tweak the health code, 
he will seek to pass a law on the 
state level to give the creatures 
legal status in New York City 
homes.

The saga of their pet Petey 
Continued on Page 46

BY PHIL CORSO

Robberies have contributed 
to a slight uptick in crime in the 
111th Precinct over the last sev-
eral weeks as the officers work 
to curb a drastic rise in burglar-
ies in Bayside and Auburndale, 
NYPD crime statistics showed.

According to the most recent 
numbers for the 111th Precinct, 
robberies rose from four to 11 
over the 28-day period ending 
Feb. 10 when compared to 2012’s 
crime statistics. The increase 
contributed to the precinct’s over-
all rise in reported crimes for the 
same time period, from 69 to 72 
incidents on file.

When looking at the 2013 
year-to-date crime statistics, the 
overall number of recorded rob-
beries had gone up from four last 
year to 14 so far this year, the 
111th Precinct said, but overall 
crime numbers were down so far 
in 2013 when compared to last 
year by two incidents. The num-
ber of robberies has been on the 
rise since the beginning of the 
new year, while the number of re-
ported burglaries dropped gradu-
ally.

The 111th Precinct covers 
various neighborhoods through-
out northeast Queens, including 
Bayside, Little Neck, Douglaston 
and some parts of Auburndale.

Avella hopes to stymie pig eviction
Queens residents decry city’s ban on pet porkers living in homes as archaic 

Robbery rises, 
burglary dips 
in 111th Pct.

Continued on Page 46
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BY PHIL CORSO

The local chapter of 
one educational youth non-
profit said it has taken its 
message to Bayside with 
hopes of improving the 
borough’s mediocre human 
rights record, based on the 
grading of the Queens City 
Council delegation.

Under the guidance of 
Director Meghan Fialkoff, 
the Youth for Human 
Rights New York chapter 
hosted six human rights 
events for students at Ma-
rie Curie Middle School 158 
in Bayside and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Middle School 
74 in Oakland Gardens to 
inspire borough students 
with tolerance and peace. 
The group reached more 
than 1,800 city kids with 
lessons on human rights 
and respect.

“Building positive re-
lationships among children 
and adults alike, prevent-
ing bullying and nourish-
ing respect for each other 
no matter race, religion, 
cultural background, na-
tionality and more, begins 
with teaching youth that 
they do have inherent hu-
man rights,” Fialkoff said. 
“We stress that we all have 
the responsibility to uphold 
these rights and prevent 
violations from occurring 
around us.”

Earlier this month, the 
city Department of Educa-
tion hosted its annual Re-
spect for All Week, which 

was what sparked the 
Youth for Human Rights 
presentations in Bayside, 
Fialkoff said. The group 
tied together human rights, 
respect and anti-bullying 
lessons through various 
documentary films and ac-
tivities.

“After the presenta-
tion, many of our social 
studies teachers are using 
the materials as well as the 
school [which] continues 
to foster Respect for All 
not only during the week 
but throughout the year,” 
Nappi said. “The Youth for 

Human Rights presenta-
tion has started a nice dia-
logue among our students 
and staff.”

Nappi said MS 158 took 
the lessons a step further 
by putting human rights 
declarations that the stu-
dents signed on display at 
the entrance of the school.

Last year, the Urban 
Justice Center released a 
human rights report, mark-
ing the Queens Council del-
egation with a lackluster C-
plus. The Manhattan-based 
nonprofit concluded that of 
the 14 Council members in 

the borough, only two de-
served grades of B-plus or 
better.

The report, compiled 
through the center’s Hu-
man Rights Project, com-
piled its list by grading 
Council members on leg-
islative trends, votes and 
sponsorship of various 
bills.

The report named 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) with 
the only A-minus grade and 
at the top of the borough’s 
list, and graded Council-

BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) is launch-
ing a new public service 
campaign with media or-
ganizations and the 109th 
Precinct to encourage 
residents to help make the 
streets of Flushing safer 
and cleaner.

The campaign is set 
to kick off Friday, and for 
now is geared toward the 
downtown area’s largely 
Chinese-American popula-
tion.

“There are a lot of top-
ics we can talk about in 
downtown Flushing,” Koo 
said at his district office 
Tuesday, sitting alongside 
members of the NYPD, 
the Downtown Flushing 
Transit Hub Business Im-
provement District and the 
World Journal, a Chinese-
language daily newspaper. 
“We have a lot of prob-
lems.”

To jump-start the cam-
paign, Koo asked another 
Chinese-language news 
outlet, the television sta-
tion SinoVision, to produce 
several public service an-
nouncements that will soon 
hit the airwaves.

In one of the videos, 
Koo can be seen talking 
about jaywalking. Other 
short segments will address 
texting while driving, traf-
fic lights and speeding, for 
example.

But Koo hopes that 
other media organizations 
will soon join him in try-
ing to educate the public. 
The World Journal, for 
instance, will allocate a 
portion of its paper to peri-
odically covering the cam-
paign, according to Marco 
Liu, an executive editor at 
the paper.

The first subject Koo 
wants to tackle is jaywalk-
ing. Any driver who has 

MS 158 students join with Meghan Fialkoff (r.), of Youth for Human Rights, to review a series of educa-
tional workshops they had performed at their school. Photo courtesy Tameek Williams

Bayside gets lesson on rights
Nonprofi t takes steps to build on boro’s performance in City Council

Koo pledges to make 
Flushing streets safer

SinoVision reporter Dizhi Ge (front r.) shows a public service 
announcement her station created to the Flushing Business 
Improvement District’s Timothy Chuang (l.-r.), City Councilman 
Peter Koo and Capt. Tommy Ng. Photo by Joe Anuta

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2013 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4537 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  General: (718) 225-7117 — Editorial (718) 224-2934 
  Display: (718) 260-4537 — Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4590   

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45



TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 22-28, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

3

BT

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TAX PROS

$20OFF

YOUR TAX RETURN 

PREPARATION
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Family Owned Business with Over 50 Years Experience 
Preparation of Individual, Corporate and Partnership Returns

Returns Prepared While You Wait

PSYLLOS&PSYLLOS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS LLP

Bayside black belt school honors memory of Joe Lupo
Beloved restaurateur’s son remembers the man who helped make martial arts school possible
BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
The room was packed 

at Bayside’s New York 
Black Belt Center Saturday 
as students, friends and 
family of restaurateur Jo-
seph Lupo Sr. gathered to 
commemorate his life and 
celebrate the opening of the 
martial arts school that he 
helped make possible.

Although Lupo Sr. died 
Sept. 22 at the age of 64 , it 
was clear throughout the 
evening his memory would 
live on in the new studio, 
at 216-03 Horace Harding 
Expwy.

“Everything I do here 
is for him. Everything,” 
said Joe Lupo Jr., who 
opened the school a month 
ago, moving from his previ-
ous location in Whitestone.

Lupo Jr. said that after 
his father died, he knew 
Whitestone, where he had 
been for nearly three years, 

was not for him anymore. 
About a week after Lupo 
Sr.’s funeral, Lupo Jr. said 
he went to renew the lease 
at his family’s restaurant, 
L’Italiano Trattoria, at 216-
01 Horace Harding Expwy. 

And to his surprise the 
landlord also delivered him 
a lease for the space right 
next door.

“My father made the 
lease to this place and I had 
no idea,” he said. “He built 

this place for me.”
Lupo Jr. said he was 

worried that when he 
moved to Bayside, he would 
lose some of his 150 stu-
dents, but that turned out 
not to be the case.

“All of my students 
followed me,” he said, add-
ing that some additional 
students have even signed 
up. “It’s been a blessing 
because I know my father’s 
helping me from above.”

Both the elder and 
younger Lupo have long 
been known in the borough 
for teaching taekwondo, 
with one black belt student 
at Saturday’s event saying 
he first started studying 
with the family more than 
a decade ago when he was 
3.

“The best thing about 
the school is the fact that 
we are so family-oriented,” 
said the student, Kevin Kel-
ly. “Everybody knows each 
other.”

Lupo Jr. learned tae-
kwondo from Lupo Sr., who 
earned his own black belt 
from Grandmaster Moon 
Sung Lee, who was one of 
the first people to open a 

taekwondo school in New 
York.

Lee, along with Com-
munity Board 11 Chairman 
Jerry Iannece, Bayside 
Hills Civic Association 
President Michael Feiner 
and others, were also pres-
ent at Saturday’s event, 
which featured demonstra-
tions of taekwondo tech-
niques. Younger students 
were enraptured as they 
watched the older black 
belt students break wooden 
boards with strikes from 
their hands and feet.

Lupo Jr. said every-
thing at the school, right 
down to the emblem and 
the pictures on the wall, 
are dedicated to Lupo Sr.

“It was always me and 
my father’s dream to have 
a school together,” Lupo Jr. 
said. “And this is how our 
dream came true.”

Black belt students at the New York Black Belt Center in Bayside demonstrate wood breaking at a 
ceremony Saturday celebrating the opening of the school and honoring Joe Lupo, Sr. 

Photo by Karen Frantz
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BT CB 7 wants more info on USTA expansion
Board committee delays vote for tennis center project until association details community benefi ts

BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 7 
tabled a vote last week on 
whether to approve the 
proposed expansion of the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation’s facility in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
citing the need for more in-
formation, including how 
much money the associa-
tion is willing to pump into 
improvements within the 
greenspace.

Many on the board, 
including Vice Chairman 
Charles Apelian, wanted 
to see how much money the 
association would be will-
ing to provide for upkeep 
at the park in exchange for 
the city giving less than 
an acre of land to the com-
pany.

The USTA is proposing 
to expand its Billie Jean 
King Tennis Center by less 
than an acre to accommo-
date moving its Grandstand 
stadium to another location 

in the center, though the 
project entails relocating a 
road onto green space. The 
USTA also wants to reno-
vate the Louis Armstrong 
Stadium as part of the plan 
and shift the location of 
practice courts to allow for 
greater pedestrian move-
ment.

The USTA contends 
the parkland they want to 
acquire is an unused as-
phalt strip that acts as a 
Flushing Meadows interior 
roadway.

The city Parks Depart-
ment said the parkland 
proposed for the expansion 
would not be replaced, but 
rather the USTA would 
fund improvements in 
Flushing Meadows.

“If you want any 
chance of an approval, 
you’re going to have to show 
dollars and cents,” Apelian 
said last week.

He and others on the 
board floated the idea of not 
only establishing a capital 

fund to pay for improve-
ments, but also money set 
aside to pay for upkeep at 
the park. Apelian suggested 

establishing a trust where 
the USTA can keep the 
maintenance cash, since 
the money the association 

currently pays the city goes 
into the general fund and is 
not specifically directed at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park.
Other board members 

wanted to ensure that more 
residents from the area 
surrounding the center got 
annual jobs during the US 
Open, and floated the idea 
of rate discounts  for people 
in nearby ZIP codes who 
want to play on the courts.

In a sometimes heated 
exchange between the de-
velopers and the board, 
Zausner repeatedly ex-
plained that the updates 
are needed to maintain the 
facility.

“We are doing this out 
of necessity,” he said, say-
ing that the stadiums had 
outlived their useful lives.

Zausner also touted the 
hundreds of programs the 
center offers throughout 
the year that serve about 
100,000 people, 42 percent 
of which are from Queens, 
and that fact that the cen-
ter serves as home court 
for more than 70 area high 
schools and colleges.

The USTA hopes to relocate its Grandstand Stadium to the southern corner of the park, seen in its 
proposed location in this rendering (bottom l.), rebuild the Louis Armstrong Stadium (top r.) and shift 
a line of practice courts farther to the bottom. Image courtesy USTA

BY PHIL CORSO

Thousands of stu-
dents in Queens and the 
other boroughs boarded 
their school buses for the 
first time in more than a 
month Wednesday after 
union leaders gave drivers 
the green light, putting the 
brakes on a controversial 
strike.

The move has made life 
infinitely easier on both the 
wallets and minds of par-
ents throughout the city, 
including those of Jackson 
Heights mother and special 
education teacher Poonam 
Batra.

Since drivers of the 
Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1181 went on 
strike Jan. 15 amid a labor 

dispute with the city, Batra 
was forced to taxi 10-year-
old daughter Rashmika and 
her peers to school at PS 85 
in Astoria, making her late 
to her own job in Jamaica.

“It has been a very 
difficult time for all of the 
parents,” she said. “Tak-
ing my daughter back and 
forth to school was a long 
way to go. It was becoming 
expensive.”

But after news broke 
Friday evening that union 
leadership had put a halt 
to the strike, the Jackson 
Heights mother was freed 
of that burden.

“Life seems to be bet-
ter now. Everything is com-
ing back to normal,” Batra 
said.

The union announced 

Friday it would end the 
strike, allowing its roughly 
8,800 employees to return 
to work Wednesday morn-
ing. For weeks, more than 
150,000 students — 54,000 
of whom have disabilities 
and special transportation 
requirements — were left 
without a ride to school as 
their drivers feuded with 
the city over maintaining 
certain job protections in 
the form of an Employee 
Protection Provision.

It was the first time 
city bus drivers had gone 
on strike since 1979.

“For decades, the mo-
nopolistic bus contract 
process benefited the bus 
companies and unions at 
the expense of the city’s 

Bus drivers’ strike comes to halt, 
ending costly commute in Queens

Boro’s Sandy-hit churches 
step closer to FEMA aid

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A bill that would al-

low churches, synagogues, 
temples and other houses of 
worship damaged by Hur-
ricane Sandy to receive fed-
eral aid to rebuild passed 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives last week, although 
it is still uncertain whether 
the development will result 
in help for Queens religious 
institutions still reeling 
from the storm.

Houses of worship are 
not eligible for direct grants 
from the U.S. Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
due to separation of church 
and state, although they are 
eligible for some govern-
ment loans. Other private 
nonprofits, such as muse-

ums, libraries and schools, 
are eligible for FEMA aid if 
they are used for essential 
activities and are open to 
the general public.

But a bill co-authored 
by Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) would put reli-
gious institutions on par 
with these other nonprofits 
and remove houses of wor-
ship’s barrier to FEMA 
aid.

Meng said that “3 1/2 
months since the storm 
wreaked havoc on our re-
gion, houses of worship — 
and the millions of Ameri-
cans who benefit from the 
social services these insti-
t u t i o n s 
provide 
— con-
tinue to 
be de-
nied the same treatment 
that is afforded to other 
nonprofit entities.”

She added, “This is 
unfair, wrong and must 

Some borough houses of wor-
ship say they have been de-
nied Federal Emergency 
Management Agency aid to re-
build due to the separation of 
church and state.

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Despite the fact that 
two City Council candi-
dates had each claimed vic-
tory in southeast Queens’ 
special election, by the next 
night the city Board of Elec-
tions had yet to count the 
votes on a missing memory 
stick, and it may be weeks 
before an official winner is 
declared.

By Wednesday night 
Donovan Richards had a 26-
vote lead over Pesach Osina, 
according to the board’s 
preliminary results, with 
paper and absentee ballots 
yet to be counted, as well 
as the votes on a missing, 
mystery memory stick 
used in electronic voting 

machines.
Both Richards and 

Osina had already declared 
themselves the winner by 
the early hours Wednesday 
morning and did not lay off 
throughout the day. Rich-
ards said the missing votes 
would come in from outside 
Osina’s Orthodox Jewish 
community and tweeted 
that his closest opponent 
“ran a hell of a campaign.”

Osina released a state-
ment saying he expected 
to be the winner when the 
votes were counted.

“I’m confident that 
when all the votes are final, 
we will be victorious!” he 
said.

According to election 
law, however, the board 

will not begin counting af-
fidavits and absentee bal-
lots until Wednesday, and 
with such a scant margin 
separating the top two can-
didates, next week’s results 
could trigger an automatic 
recount.

A spokeswoman at the 

BOE said that if the margin 
of victory is less than 0.5 
percent, a manual recount 
is automatically triggered, 
a process that could take 
weeks.

Richards was leading 
Osina by 0.3 percent.

The race to fill the seat 
representing the Super-
storm Sandy-ravaged areas 
of Far Rockaway as well as 
Rosedale, Laurelton and 
Springfield Gardens was 
short but hotly contested.

Nine candidates 
jumped in the field after the 
mayor in January called 
the special election to serve 
out the last ten months on 
the term of James Sanders, 
who moved onto the state 

Halloran kicks off 
his re-election bid

BY PHIL CORSO

A busy City Council 
race to represent northeast 
Queens continued to gain 
momentum as the Republi-
can incumbent kicked off a 
re-election bid based on his 
experience in the district.

Last week, Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) launched his 
campaign at Verdi’s cater-
ing hall in Whitestone in 
the company of notewor-
thy supporters, including 
former 38-year Republican 
state Sen. Frank Padavan.

Halloran used the 
event as an opportunity to 
remind the district, which 
includes Little Neck, Bay-
side, Whitestone, Auburn-
dale and College Point, that 
if it is not broken, it does 
not need to be fixed.

“Other candidates may 
talk about what they might 
do. I can tell you what 
we have done,” Halloran 
said in a release about the 
event. “We’ve saved the 
after-school programs, 
kept the fire houses open 
and enabled places like 
Douglaston’s Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, Col-
lege Point’s Poppenhusen 
Institute and the Bayside 
Historical Society to go on 
serving Queens.”

The councilman also 
praised his district office, 
citing its No. 1 ranking in 
constituent services in the 
Council for the last three 
years with more than 8,000 
constituent cases under its 

belt.
At the campaign kick-

off, big names in the ranks 
of Queens Republicans 
threw their support behind 
Halloran, who was elected 
to the Council in 2009 to 
succeed current state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside). 
Other noteworthy GOPers 
included Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), for-
mer Sen. Serf Maltese and 
Republican mayoral can-
didates John Catsimatidis, 
George McDonald and Joe 
Lhota.

When addressing the 
crowd, Padavan remarked 
on the importance of the 
19th Council District race 
as an ongoing fight to pre-
serve the residential char-
acter of the various com-
munities, according to the 
release.

“This campaign is 
about three things: neigh-
borhoods, neighborhoods 
and neighborhoods,” Pada-
van said. “This is a very 
special district, where I 
was raised and have lived 
my entire life, it’s built 
around a core of one- and 
two-family homes that 
we’ve worked hard to own. 
We need to fight to keep us 
from becoming just another 
part of the ‘big city.’”

The race to unseat 
Halloran, who ran for 
Congress last year against 
now-U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), has grown 
more crowded since the be-
ginning of the year. Four 

BY JOE ANUTA

Former City Council-
man and Democratic may-
oral candidate Sal Albanese 
would like to increase early 
education for the city’s 
youth, put more police on 
the streets and break apart 
the MTA should he beat out 
the competition and find 
himself in Gracie Mansion 
next year.

Albanese is taking a 
second shot at the mayor-
alty after running in 1997, 
which followed his 15-year 
stint as a councilman rep-
resenting portions of south-
ern Brooklyn. Albanese, 
who describes himself as an 
independent candidate not 
beholden to any political 
party leadership, recently 
sat down with TimesLedg-
er Newspapers to discuss 
his agenda.

“We have a govern-
ment that is really reactive. 
I’d like to run a government 
that is proactive — that is 
looking ahead in terms of 
the economy, in terms of in-
frastructure and creating 

jobs,” said Albanese, who is 
heading toward a primary 
later this year with four 
other likely contenders: city 
Public Advocate Bill de Bla-
sio, city Comptroller John 
Liu, former city Comptrol-
ler Bill Thompson Jr. and 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan).

Albanese cited the 

city’s response to Hurri-
cane Sandy as an example 
of reactive policy. Lawmak-
ers had been given warn-
ings for a decade about the 
city’s vulnerability to a 
large storm, yet no preven-
tive action was taken, he 
said.

Albanese would like 
to undertake a number of 

proactive projects, like in-
tervening in a child’s edu-
cation at an earlier age, he 
said.

The former council-
man turned educator pro-
posed creating so-called pe-
diatric wellness clinics in 
low-income areas of the city 
and funding them by court-

Sal Albanese discuses his vision for New York City should he become mayor next year. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Race for Sanders’ seat still not decided

Albanese wants more cops
Mayoral candidate would replenish ranks, increase early education 

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 9

City Councilman Dan Halloran addresses a crowd of sup-
porters at his campaign kick-off event in Whitestone. 

Photo courtesy Dan Halloran

Pesach Osina (l.) casts his 
vote Tuesday, as Donovan 
Richards waits to be intro-
duced at Clippers II Lounge in 
Laurelton later that evening. 

ELECTIONS 2013
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Fire in Jamaica Estates apartment kills man
BY KAREN FRANTZ

A man perished in his Ja-
maica Estates apartment Tues-
day morning in a raging fire that 
also injured the man’s elderly 
mother and sent one firefighter 
to the hospital, according to the 
FDNY and witnesses.

The FDNY said the fire 
broke out in a second-floor apart-
ment, at 182-30 Wexford Terrace, 
around 5:12 a.m. A spokesman for 
the FDNY said it took 60 firemen 
more than 40 minutes to bring the 
blaze under control.

The spokesman confirmed 
that one person had died in the 
fire and another was seriously in-
jured. Two others sustained non-
serious injuries, while a firefight-
er was taken to Queens General 
Hospital for treatment, he said.

A man who works in the 
building but did not want to give 
his name said the resident who 
died in the fire was in his mid-
60s and that his mother, who also 
lived in the apartment, survived 
but was taken to the hospital with 
injuries.

Red Cross spokesman Mi-
chael Devulpillieres said the orga-
nization dispatched a team to the 
scene to offer health services to 
anyone affected by the fire as well 
as emergency housing and other 
support. He said three people who 
lived in neighboring apartments 
registered with the organization 
but did not require any services. 
He said the organization is also in 
the process of reaching out to the 
mother at the hospital to see if she 
needs help.

Devulpillieres said the orga-
nization has seen a recent jump 
in the number of fires across the 
city.

“When we see extreme 
weather, we see more fires or we 
see larger fires,” he said.

A detective at the scene said 
the fire appeared to be acciden-
tal.

Many officials were still on 
the scene mid-morning and the 
broken windows of the apartment 
were clearly visible from the side-
walk.

One resident who lived in 
the building said smoke reached 

the third floor, but several others 
were unaware anything had hap-
pened.

One woman said she learned 
of the incident from her brother 
who saw reports about the fire on 
the news and called to see if she 
was OK.

“I said, ‘What are you talk-
ing about?’” she recalled.

A neighbor who lived in a 
nearby building and was walking 
by the apartment complex to find 
out what happened said she heard 
the constant wail of fire engine si-
rens down the street earlier that 
morning.

The neighbor, Lorraine Pop-
per, said she poked her head out 
her window to see if she could 
smell smoke but did not detect 
anything.

But later she saw what had 
happened on the news.

“We’ve probably passed these 
people on the street,” she said, 
shaking her head in dismay.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Officials gather outside the Jamaica Estates apartment complex where a fire 
broke out early Tuesday, killing one person and injuring another. 

Photo by Karen Frantz
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Aziza Hawthorne, our February 2013 Student 
of Distinction, has demonstrated leadership 
both academically and athletically. She has 
been an active member of The Mary Louis 
Academy (TMLA) community throughout her 
attendance. Beginning as Homeroom Secretary 
– with responsibility for attendance, informing 
students of weekly student council meetings 
and assisting homeroom president – and a 
member of the Student Council in 2010, Aziza 
has earned the position of Senior Year Class 
President  2012-2013. Class President requires 
her to coordinate senior year activities, support 
the dean and school initiatives, and lead and 
coordinate weekly senior year assemblies. 
Recognition for academic achievement has 
included National Honors Society Inductee 
2011, Language Other than English Inductee 
National Honor Society (Spanish) 2013, and 
Principal Honors 2009-2013.

Aziza is also distinguished by her devotion 
to the TMLA community. From 2011-2012 she 
was Spirit Week Captain. In that capacity, 
Aziza assisted in school hallway design and 
decoration, ensured students followed the 
designated theme, and worked on step, cheer 
and dance chorography and the dance skit. 
Her enthusiasm for the school is also refl ected 
by her serving as TMLA Student Ambassador 
2010-2013.  Welcoming and informing 
incoming fresh-women and their families 
about TMLA is the primary function of student 
ambassadors. Aziza’s inclusive attitude has 
resulted in her participating in anti-bullying. She 

initiated communication with a local council 
representative to lobby cyber bullying laws 
in New York State. The aim of the anti-cyber 
bullying initiative is to decrease suicides linked 
to cyber bullying. Her participation resulted in 
more than 500 signatures.

Caring for the community is also evident in her 
community service. During Aziza’s enrollment 
at TMLA, she has volunteered at a soup kitchen 
in Jamaica and, in 2012, volunteered at the St. 
Alban’s Veterans Hospital. Additionally, Aziza 
has delivered care packages made at TMLA 
for the veterans.

Aziza is also an acknowledged leader on 
the track. At TMLA, she has won the following 
awards: Scholar Athlete 2009-2010 and 2011-
2012; Outstanding 4x400m Relay Indoor, 2011-
2012; and Most Valuable Indoor and Outdoor 

Runner 2011-2012. Aziza was the Catholic 
High Schools Athletic Association sophomore 
200m and 400m champion. Most recently, 
Aziza was the Brooklyn Queens 2012 Indoor 
300m champion, Outdoor 400m champion, 
and Indoor 800m relay champion.  She was 
also the Eastern States 800m relay champion.

Head coach Vance Jordan states, “As a 
student athlete of The Mary Louis Academy, 
Aziza has demonstrated that she’s a young 
woman of dignity. She is a young lady who 
possesses a warm smile and an exceptional 
attitude. When given the chance to be a 
leader, Aziza accepts the challenge and leads 
by example.” 

Regarding the leadership skills of Aziza, 
Social Studies teacher and College Counselor, 
Mrs. McCormack, enthused, “In my teaching 
career, Aziza stands out as a hardworking 
and talented young woman who is a strong 
leader.”

The positive and engaging qualities 
possessed by Aziza are also valued by Maria 
Venturino, senior year Guidance Counselor, 
who says, “Aziza has a passion for life and this 
is demonstrated upon fi rst meeting her. She has 
a real passion for treating people with respect 
and equality.”

According to Assistant Coach Linda Jordan, 
“As a team captain junior and senior year, Aziza 
helped nurture our freshmen team members. She 
helped them with time-management skills and 
rigid team training. Regardless of her extensive 
commitment to the school and extracurricular 
activities, Aziza has always found time to assist 
fellow team members and her coaches.”

 Regarding the future, Ms Jordan is very 
optimistic. “Aziza is a humble young lady with 
an abundance of spirit and motivation to achieve 
her goals in life,” she said. We wish Aziza 
continued championship seasons throughout 
her academic and athletic endeavors!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

AZIZA HAWTHORNE
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
FEBRUARY 2013
THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
JAMAICA ESTATES, NY

myNYCB.com
©2013 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

w/coupon, exp. 3-10-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-10-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-10-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-10-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

GET 
$100 
OFF

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

POLICE 

Blotter

ALYSSA MARKOVIC
Photo courtesy NYPD

AEISHA SAROOQUI

Police looking for missing Flushing teen

FLUSHING — Police were 
seeking the public’s assistance 
in locating a young Flushing 
woman reported missing last 
week.

Cops said Alyssa Markovic, 
16, was last seen leaving her 
home at around 8:30 p.m. Feb. 19. 
She is described as being white, 
standing at 5-foot-7 and weigh-
ing 108 pounds with dark blonde 
hair.

She was last seen wearing 
pink sweatpants, a navy blue 
hip-length jacket with a white 
fur hood and purple Ugg boots. 
She was carrying an olive green 
bag with Lady Liberty on it.

Cop charged with assault
FRESH MEADOWS — An NYPD po-

lice officer was arrested and charged with 
assault and harassment Monday, police 
said. According to the New York Post, the 

misdemeanor charges stemmed from an al-
leged fight between the officer, 31-year-old 
Sidd Yousafzai, and his wife in their home.

Man sneaks rhino horns into Hong Kong: Feds
FOREST HILLS — A Queens man was 

arrested by the federal government Feb. 13 
on suspicion he smuggled ceremonial liba-
tion cups carved from rhino horns out of 
the United States and into Hong Kong, the 

New York Post reported. The man, Qiang 
“Jeffrey” Wang, was one of three people 
charged in a crackdown on the killing of 
endangered rhinos and the illegal traffick-
ing of their horns, the Post said.

Girl dies mysteriously in Rosedale

ROSEDALE — A 
15-year-old girl was found 
dead outside a Rosedale 
home Sunday, police said. 
Authorities said they re-
sponded to a 911 call of an 
unconscious girl at 245-07 
135 Ave. and officers found 
Aeisha Sarooqui, of Kew 
Gardens Hills, unrespon-
sive with no obvious signs 
of trauma. The New York 
Post said authorities were 
investigating the possibil-
ity Sarooqui overdosed.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A huge crowd turned 

out for the 17th annual Chi-
nese Lunar New Year Pa-
rade in Flushing Saturday 
as a vibrantly colored ar-
ray of dancers, musicians, 
floats and other revelers 
dazzled the throngs of spec-
tators ringing in the Year 
of the Snake. 

“It’s great to see our 
culture celebrated,” said 
12-year-old Hwang Times, 
of Great Neck, L.I., who had 
come to watch the parade 
with his mother, younger 
brother and friend. “Chi-
nese is more of a minor-
ity .... We’re usually so 
influenced by American 
culture.”

Hwang’s mother, 
Ying Ling Hwang, who is 
Taiwanese-born and immi-
grated to the United States 
in the early 1990s, said she 
makes the trek to Flushing 
for the parade every year 
and that the activity is a 
good learning opportunity 
for her children.

“They don’t know why 
we need to have that kind of 
celebration,” she said.

She said this year she 
used the Lunar New Year 
celebration to teach her kids 
about the legend of the Nian 
monster. As the story goes, 

Nian, who had the body of 
a bull and the head of lion, 
would attack and eat people 
at the end of winter when 
food was scarce, but vil-
lagers learned they could 
scare him off with the color 
red, fire and noise. And so 
the Lunar New Year cele-
bration began as a ritual to 
ward off Nian and welcome 
in spring.

She said she enjoyed 
the Lunar New Year cele-
bration in Flushing, which 
she said was even more 
boisterous than in Taiwan.

“The feelings are more 
strong here,” she said. “We 
are all so proud.”

Flushing is home to 
one of the city’s largest Chi-
nese and East Asian popu-

lations, surpassing even 
the number of Asians liv-
ing in Chinatown in Man-
hattan. The Lunar New 
Year, or Chinese New Year, 
is the most important Chi-
nese holiday and is usually 
celebrated on the second 
new moon after the winter 
solstice.

The parade started 
in late morning on Main 
Street at 37th Avenue, 
winding its way through 
the neighborhood’s streets. 
Many parade participants 
dressed in red and yellow, 
and some were donned in 
elaborate dragon or lion-
head costumes.

A number of local poli-
ticians also marched in the 
parade, including U.S. Rep. 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), state As-
semblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Flushing) and City 
Councilmen Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), among 
others. 

A spokeswoman with 
the 109th precinct said 
the parade was larger this 
year than last year. She 
estimated that 8,000 people 
marched in the parade and 
there were 4,000 specta-
tors.

Ying Ling said the pa-
rade was one of the largest 
she had been to in recent 
memory.

“This year is very big,” 
she said.

Representatives of the Wing Chung Ip Chun Academy carry a dragon along Main Street. See more 
photos on Page 30. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Human Resources Administration Commissioner 
Robert Doar (l.) and City Councilman Leroy Comrie cut 
the ribbon on the new America Works office in Jamaica. 

Photo courtesy Leroy Comrie

America Works fi nds
jobs despite the odds

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Dean Banks had been 
looking for steady work for 
10 years.

The 58-year-old from 
Springfield Gardens said 
since his criminal record 
precluded him from find-
ing viable work, the best he 
could do was selling bootleg 
T-shirts outside concerts.

“You know, I tried get-
ting jobs on my own while 
I was out there,” he said, 
explaining he refused to 
apply for public assistance 
because he was ashamed. 
“But you know, sometimes 
you have to ask for help in 
order to get help.”

When Banks finally 
swallowed his pride and 
asked for help from the city 
Human Resources Admin-
istration, he was referred 
to America Works, the job-
placement contractor that 
recently opened an office in 
downtown Jamaica.

Soon thereafter, the 
company found him a job 
in New Jersey with a liquor 
distributor.

“Two weeks, two 
weeks it took the help I was 
looking for and found to get 
me a job,” he said last week 
at the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony for the new office.

“It pays what it pays, 
but the most important 
thing is I’m self-sufficient. 
I don’t have to ask nobody 
for nothing,” he said. “And 
I love that fact because it 

makes me feel better as a 
man, makes me feel better 
as a human.”

America Works, which 
has several offices across 
the city, including one in 
Far Rockaway, receives 
city and federal contracts 
to help find jobs for hard-to-
place individuals, such as 
those on public assistance, 
military veterans, youths 
aging out of foster care and 
people living with HIV/
AIDS.

The company found 
jobs for 85,000 people last 
year, making it the highest-
performing of HRA’s six 
contractors, and has set 
a goal of increasing that 
number by 3.5 percent in 
2012.

Chief Executive Offi-
cer Lee Bowes said the com-
pany has a list of 7,000 em-
ployers in the metro area.

“One employer has 
hired 40 people from us al-
ready, which is amazing,” 
she said.

The company helps job 
seekers with résumés and 
interview skills and sets 
them up with employers, 
but goes far beyond.

Bowes said America 
Works provides free Met-
roCards for a few months, 
can help find housing and 
provides clothing.

And the partnership 
with Cornell University   
provides substance abuse 
counseling.

Boro rings in Year of Snake
Thousands turn out for annual Lunar parade down Flushing streets

Continued on Page 10

Senate after defeating the 
scandal-plagued Shirley 
Huntley in September’s pri-
mary.

Community members 
outside Far Rockaway’s 
Orthodox Jewish neighbor-
hood feared that the field 
of eight  black candidates 
would split the vote, open-
ing a path for Osina to 
make his way to City Hall 
representing the majority-
black district.

At one forum in 
Springfield Gardens, sev-
eral of the black candidates 
were asked if they would 

agree to nominate the one 
mostly likely to win among 
themselves to challenge 
Osina head-on, but no one 
offered to bow out.

During his victory 
speech in Laurelton, Rich-
ards called on the commu-
nity to put aside its differ-
ences and work toward its 
common goals, such as re-
building after the storm.

“Those who ran in this 
election, let’s not be bit-
ter against each other,” he 
said. “If you are really for 
the community, if you are 
truly for the community, 
whether it is an Orthodox 
Jewish community whether 
it is the African-American 
community... I am calling 
on you to get your hands in 

there and get dirty.”
In a speech to support-

ers that appeared on You-
Tube, Osina indicated he 
was ready to reach out to 
the broader community.

“This was an honest, 
fair race and I would like 
to thank my opponents 
and I’m looking forward 
to working with each of 
them in the days and weeks 
ahead,” he said. “We have 
a long, hard road ahead of 
us, but I am committed to 
working with every one of 
my constituents to make 
this district stronger.”

As the results started 
to pour in late Tuesday 
evening, Jacques Leandre, 
who is in third place be-
hind Osina, told supporters 

who had gathered just two 
blocks down from Rich-
ards’ camp that his would 
be an uphill battle.

While he had not con-
ceded the race, Leandre 
called for unity in the dis-
trict.

“Irrespective of who 
the winner is, we have 
to stand behind that per-
son, as long as that person 
stands behind the commu-
nity,” he said.

Whoever is ultimately 
declared the winner will 
likely have one eye on the 
rearview mirror as the seat 
will be up for grabs again 
later this year.

Continued from Page 5

Election
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BT GET IN THE GAME IN BROOKLYN

MARCH 14-17   
BARCLAYS CENTER

TICKETS START AT $25!*

Tickets on sale now
Go to barclayscenter.com, ticketmaster.com, 
or call 800.745.3000 to purchase tickets. 

/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

/Atlantic10 @Atlantic10

*PLUS APPLICABLE TAXES AND/OR SERVICE CHARGES.

Win tickets to the 2013 Buick Atlantic 10 Men’s Championship at Barclays Center courtesy of CNG. 
To enter send your name, address and phone number to: A10CHAMPIONSHIP Contest, CNG,  
1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn NY, 11201 or email your name, address and phone number  
to contest@cnglocal.com with a subject of A10CHAMPIONSHIP. 

BY REBECCA HENELY

At a time when homo-
sexuality was considered a 
crime and a mental illness, 
Flushing native Jeanne 
Manford’s message of love 
for her gay son grew into 
one of the biggest LGBT-
advocacy groups in the 
country.

Manford, who died 
Jan. 8 at the age of 92, post-
humously received the 
2012 Presidential Citizens 
Medal Friday for found-
ing PFLAG, an activist 
group made up primarily 
of straight family members 
and allies of LGBT people, 
from President Barack 
Obama.

“I could think of no 
person more deserving of 
this honor than my friend, 
Jeanne Manford,” said City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) in a 
statement.

Obama presented the 
award to Manford’s daugh-
ter, Suzanne Swan, Friday. 
She was one of 18 to receive 
the award this year.

“For insisting that 
equality knows no bounds 
of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, the United 
States honors Jeanne Man-
ford,” he said.

Manford’s activism 
started after her gay son, 
Morty, was assaulted while 
handing out fliers in Man-
hattan in 1972. She wrote 
to the New York Post decry-
ing the NYPD’s refusal to 
take the assault seriously, 
saying “my son is a homo-
sexual, and I love him.”

“No matter who her 
son was — no matter who 

he loved — she loved him 
and wouldn’t put up with 
this kind of nonsense,” 
Obama said. “And in that 
simple act, she inspired a 
movement and gave rise 
to a national organization 
that has given so much sup-
port to parents and families 
and friends and helped to 
change this country.”

Morty Manford, who 
had previously witnessed 
the Stonewall raid, had 
been an activist before the 
attack. He worked as a state 
assistant attorney general 
before his death from AIDS 
in 1992.

 Jeanne Manford 
marched with her son in 
the 1972 New York City Gay 
Pride Parade. The gay and 
lesbian people who request-
ed that she talk to their 
own parents inspired her 
to create a support group. 

Similar support groups for 
parents of gay and lesbian 
children became PFLAG 
in the 1980s, which opened 
its first office in 1981 in Los 
Angeles before moving its 
headquarters to Denver in 
1987. Today, it has about 
200,000 members and affili-
ates in 350 neighborhoods.

Before moving away 
from the city, eventually to 
settle in Daly City, Calif., 
Jeanne Manford was also 
known for her activism 
at home. She founded the 
Queens chapter of PFLAG 
with Dromm and was grand 
marshal at one of the first 
Queens Pride Parades.

“I thank President 
Obama for acknowledging 
and honoring the vitally im-
portant role Jeanne Man-
ford played in the history of 
the LGBT civil rights move-
ment,” Dromm said.

Obama awards medal 
to late Flushing activist

The late Flushing native Jeanne Manford (second from l.) re-
ceived the Presidential Citizens Medal for founding PFLAG. 

Photo courtesy PFLAG National

 David Perez, who runs 
a security firm, said he 
likes hiring from America 
Works because the compa-
ny does pre-screening.

“They pretty much do 
all the footwork for you,” he 
said. “It makes the hiring 
process go a lot smoother.”

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
helped cut the ribbon on the 

new office, at 88-11 165th St., 
and said the company will 
be receiving many refer-
rals from his office.

“It sounds to me even 
more than putting them on 
a working path it’s chang-
ing their mindset to a mind-
set of success,” he said.

Continued from Page 9

America Works
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Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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Church needs to enter the 21st century

W
ith the announce-
ment by Pope 
Benedict XVI that 
he will be resign-

ing as head of the Roman 
Catholic Church at the end 
of February due to personal 
reasons, it is now time for 
the College of Cardinals 
to elect a pope that will be 
more moderate in views, 

especially regarding allow-
ing priests to marry.

There is no reason 
why priests should not be 
allowed to marry. In other 
Christian denominations, 
clergy are permitted to be 
married, so why shouldn’t 
Catholic priests be allowed 
also? If a priest is married, 
how would that affect his 

ability to be a leader of his 
congregation?

It would not be detri-
mental at all. Priests are 
human like all of us, and 
while they have taken a 
vow of celibacy, they still 
have feelings and emotions. 
It is time for the Catholic 
Church to stop burying its 
head in the sand like an 

ostrich and come back to 
reality.

The reality is that it 
is time for the church to 
be more moderate in all of 
its teachings. We are in the 
21st century and we must 
be realistic.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

SAVE THE PIGS
Since his days as a city councilman, state Sen. Tony 

Avella has never been one to avoid the spotlight. Some 
might even say the man who would be the next borough 
president is a publicity hog.

In his most recent crusade, Avella is challenging a 
longstanding city law that prohibits New Yorkers from 
“harboring” pigs as pets.

Avella has taken up the cause of Whitestone residents 
Lou and Danielle Forgione, who said they have received 
two summonses from the city Health Department because 
of Petey, their Juliana pig.

Now, they say, the city is threatening to “dispose” of 
the 50-pound pig who has become a member of the family.

The Forgiones say that, contrary to popular percep-
tion, the pig is clean and even gets in bed with the kids. 
And, most important, the pig is harmless.

The Health Department is forced to defend a law in-
tended to keep people from turning their backyards into 
barnyards.

Making a rather stretched moral equation, the sena-
tor said he was shocked at the amount of enforcement on 
the part of the city when he has had trouble getting au-
thorities to crack down on construction and development 
violations.

It may be time for the Health Department to take a 
new look at the law as it regards pet pigs. After all, the city 
does allow residents to keep snakes and pit bulls.

In another animal rights move, Avella came to the 
defense of upstate squirrels targeted in a hunting festival 
earlier this month.

In January, Avella kicked off his campaign in the race 
to replace current Borough President Helen Marshall.

“I’m running to put Queens back on the map in terms 
of city services,” he said. “Queens has historically gotten 
the short end of the stick with city services and I’m looking 
to change that.”

Avella is a populist who got his start in politics as 
an aide to the late Mayor Ed Koch. He has shown that he 
doesn’t mind ruffling the feathers of the Democratic Party 
machine.

We don’t know yet who Avella will be running against, 
but we’re sure of one thing: The race will be interesting.
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READERS WRITE

City Council members need to work for the people
An open letter to City 

Council members:

I 
had written to each of 
you regarding your 
inaction with respect 
to the mayor’s ban on 

sweetened drinks larger 
than 16 ounces. Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) was kind 
enough to provide me with 
a letter signed by himself 
and 13 Council members 
and sent to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg June 1 protest-
ing the enactment of the 
ban.

To those of you who 
signed the letter, I applaud 
your stand for freedom. To 
those who failed to sign, 
your silence is resounding. 
Councilmen Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) and Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) responded to my let-

ter saying that the ban was 
outside the Council’s aus-
pices, which leads me to ad-
dress pieces of legislation 
for which your chamber is 
responsible.

Years ago, Vallone, in 
a misguided effort to ad-
dress the graffiti epidem-
ic, sponsored legislation 
which sought to penalize 
property owners for failing 
to remove graffiti within 
30 days. I thought no one 
on the Council would lack 
common sense and fair-
ness to pass such a bill. I 
was wrong. That bill is law 
and is the only law in this 
state, of which I am aware, 
that punishes the victim of 
a crime.

What right does the 
Council have to add insult 
to the injury a property 
owner suffers after realiz-

ing someone spray painted 
his property? While the 
city provides free graf-
fiti removal, the fact that a 
city Department of Build-
ings inspector could issue 
a violation against that 
owner anytime the city’s 
coffers get low is unaccept-
able. This law should be re-
pealed.

The second piece of leg-
islation enacted is the law 
which subjects a law-abid-
ing citizen to a summons 
for being in a playground 
without the accompani-
ment of a child. Decapita-
tion is a certain cure for a 
headache, but intelligent 
people would never employ 
it as such. And, yes, in your 
defense, there are some citi-
zens who buy into the fear-
mongering our media and 
politicians have fostered.

The problem is that 
most of you do not care 
about the majority of the 
city’s citizens. You made 
that clear when you com-
mitted the greatest betrayal 
of public trust by overrid-
ing two citizen referenda 
limiting the term limits of 
city officials to two. You do 
not represent the citizens 
of this city: You represent 
the tyranny of Bloomberg. 
And perhaps your betrayal 
would not have been so 
bad if it were not in favor 
of a man who was willing 
to forsake the tragedy of 
people losing their homes 
to Hurricane Sandy so he 
could watch a marathon go 
forward.

To Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), Vallone and those 
who seek the office of may-

or, borough president or 
city comptroller, do the peo-
ple of this city a favor and 
get out of government. An 
elected person who enacts 
legislation restricting in-
dividual rights that would 
not be passed by a majority 
of the citizens is no repre-
sentative but a rogue poli-
tician who has an agenda 
other than what is best for 
the citizens they represent. 
Perhaps your efforts would 
have been better served 
making sure that neighbor-
hoods did not become verti-
cally overgrown such that 
their character is no longer 
recognizable.

We the people need 
leaders who are willing to 
stand up for the citizens 
they represent and lie down 
in front of an earth-moving 
machine when the govern-

ment seeks to take a portion 
of Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park or Willets Point 
under eminent domain. 
We do not need leaders 
who pander to developers 
to have their picture taken 
when the ground is broken. 
That is not leadership; it is 
selling out. 

Individual rights must 
be restored and the private 
and public property of citi-
zens must never be allowed 
to be taken for any private 
purpose. I will awaken the 
Patrick Henry in each of 
my fellow citizens so they 
will remember how you 
violated the people’s will 
four years ago and send you 
packing.

William Cariello III
Flushing

Protect loved ones from smoking

O
ur home is our ref-
uge, an investment 
and the place where 
our families grow, 

but it can also be the place 
where our children’s lungs 
are first introduced to sec-
ondhand smoke by smokers 
who live in the building.

We know secondhand 
smoke can exacerbate asth-
ma and increase the risk 
of heart disease and lung 
cancer, and that children, 
seniors and people with 
chronic health conditions 
are particularly suscep-
tible.

By urging landlords, 
co-op boards and condo-
minium associations to 
disclose their anti-smoking 
policies to residents and 
prospective tenants and 
buyers, New Yorkers will 
better understand their 
risk of exposure by being 

informed of their building’s 
smoking policies.

The goal is not to ban 
smoking in residences but 
inform prospective tenants 
what they may be exposed 
to.

The city’s support of 
tobacco-control efforts has 
contributed to record-low 
rates of smoking in the city 
and protects thousands of 
individuals in our most vul-
nerable populations. But as 
they spend more time at 
home and are exposed to 
secondhand smoke through 
their home environment, 
children and seniors con-
tinue to be among the most 
vulnerable.

Informing prospective 
tenants and buyers wheth-
er smoking is allowed in-
side apartments as well as 
on balconies, courtyards 
and rooftops would be the 

next step in protecting our 
children and elderly.

Fifty-nine percent 
of New Yorkers support 
smoke-free housing. Asking 
the building’s landlords, 
co-op board or condo asso-
ciation to outline whether 
or not it is a smoke-free 
building allows individu-
als to know whether they 
are moving into a smoke-
free environment.

Have this conversation 
with the landlord or gov-
erning board of your build-
ing. Your efforts will help 
in reducing secondhand 
smoke exposure for your 
family and your neighbor’s 
family.

Joan Bush
North Shore-LIJ Health 

System
Great Neck, L.I.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Uphold church-state separation

T
he U.S. House of 
Representatives ap-
proved disaster as-
sistance for houses of 

worship.
Why? What happened 

to the separation of church 
and state? Why should I 

have to pay for the repair of 
a house of worship, regard-
less of which religion it be-
longs to?

They pay no taxes, but 
I do. Nobody knows where 
the money they collect goes. 
Let the Vatican sell a few 

paintings and sculptures to 
rebuild their churches.

Hopefully, the U.S. Sen-
ate will uphold the separa-
tion of church and state.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 15-21 issue of the Bayside Times, the caption for a photo accompanying the story about a public 
hearing into what can be done about deaths in the subways should have identified the person on the 
left as Paul Fleuranges, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s director of corporate and internal 
communications.
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36-45 Bell Blvd. • Bayside, NY 11361
718.225.3103 • gohidoggy.com

GRAND OPENING!
Dog Grooming    Dog Care Supplies    Food 

Toys    Winter Coats    Puppies for Sale! INTRODUCING

JEI Lil’ Genius
Education for the 

Gifted and Talented
JEI Lil’ Genius (powered by FasTracKids®) 

is an early childhood enrichment program 
designed for 

3 TO 5 YEARS OLD. 
Class meets weekly for 2 hours.

Grand Opening in Bayside-Auburndale
MULTI-DAY PRESCHOOL ALTERNATIVE & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

JEI

SUMMER

PROGRAMS 

AVAILABLE!

JEI has a Scientifi c 
Diagnostic System. 

It Pinpoints the Missing 
Links in Learning, and 

Prescribes an Individual 
Study Program Based on 

Your Child’s Specifi c Needs.

 

ohn Catsimatidis, 
prior to his recent an-
nouncement that he 
is now a Republican 

candidate for mayor, had a 
long and successful career 
in the free enterprise sys-
tem.

He is the owner and 
chairman of the Red Apple 
Group and Gristedes Foods. 
In addition to his supermar-
ket holdings, Catsimatidis 
is a certified jet pilot. He 
owns several aircraft com-
panies and has acquired an 
oil refining company.

Catsimatidis, should 

he win the Republican pri-
mary and go on to win the 
fall election campaign and 
then become mayor, would 
be a hands-on mayor and 
seek personal involvement 
in political and city gov-
ernment matters that arise 
during his administration.

In a recent interview, 
I asked what was one ma-
jor change he would like 
to see in New York City 
government. He indicated 
he wanted deputy mayors 
appointed in all five bor-
oughs. They would report 
directly to the mayor about 
important developments 
within the boroughs.

In terms of public edu-
cation, Catsimatidis strong-
ly favors a return to voca-
tional high schools where, 
in addition to academic 
subjects, the students can 
learn trades like auto re-

pair, carpentry and electri-
cal work. He indicated that 
a significant number of stu-
dents are dropping out of 
school and might be encour-
aged to finish high school if 
they were offered courses 
in trade skills. It would be 
one of the main priorities of 
his administration to bring 
back vocational schools in 
some form.

Regarding the issue of 
providing security for stu-
dents in schools, he favors 
a camera system in schools 
that would alert police if 
any problems arise.

As for crime in the 
city, he favors more police 
on the streets. He also be-
lieves that stop-and-frisk 
is periodically needed but 
should be supervised.

There has been labor 
unrest, much of it in trans-
portation. Catsimatidis 

believes he has the experi-
ence to deal with these mat-
ters from the background 
he gained in dealing with 
labor unions. He empha-
sized he would get involved 
in negotiations. He said he 
would endeavor to be fair 
to the city government, 
unions and taxpayers.

Catsimatidis also in-
tends to give much time 
and effort to creating jobs 
and bringing down unem-
ployment. He intends to 
speak about that continu-
ously during the mayoral 

campaign. Again, due to his 
background in business, he 
believes he has the experi-
ence to create jobs.

He was a guest speak-
er at the recent annual 
Queens Village Republican 
Club’s Lincoln dinner. He 
was well-received by the 
guests. He came to the Unit-
ed States as an immigrant 
and has built one of the 
most successful business 
enterprises in recent times. 
Now he is running for may-
or. His success in business 
would be a big help if he is 

to become the next mayor.
It is going to be a long 

campaign with a primary 
election race in both major 
political parties running 
through the year to Sep-
tember. This means that 
starting now the primary 
will continue for months. 
Campaigning for the final 
general fall election will be 
for a few weeks.

It is going to be an in-
teresting race, with peti-
tions being circulated and 
candidates in both major 
parties building campaign 
organizations.

In the past we have 
seen exciting races for 
mayor, including the races 
of Bloomberg, Rudolph 
Giuliani and Ed Koch. The 
mayoral race this year will 
be no less so.

Catsimatidis to focus on schools, job creation and labor

Political 
Action
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

            FREE
PARKING



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

2-
28

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

16

BT FREE ADMISSION!

Come in  
costume & 

receive 2 free 
tickets

PENGUIN PURIM PARTY

Samuel Field Y 58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY
718.225.6750

JOIN US FOR A CARNIVAL! AN ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE WITH INFLATABLES, CRAFTS, 

GAMES & MUCH MORE!!
TICKETS FOR SALE AT THE DOOR FOR ALL THE FUN

SNEAKERS MUST BE WORN IN THE GYM
KOSHER REFRESHMENTS FOR SALE

CAMP
AND NURSERY
OPEN HOUSEBRING A NON

PERISHABLE FOOD
ITEM & RECEIVE 2

FREE TICKETS

PRESIDENT DAY 

WEEKEND 
SALE
EXTENDED

Locksmith 
Services
CALL US: 
(718) 526-3623

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The number of murders in the 107th 
Precinct fell slightly in 2012 from the year 
before, following a citywide trend of declin-
ing murder rates, NYPD crime statistics 
showed.

Only two murders took place in the 
precinct, which covers Fresh Meadows, 
Hillcrest, Jamaica Estates, Jamaica Hills, 
Briarwood and parts of Kew Gardens Hills, 
in 2012, according to NYPD figures. That 
was down from three homicides that took 
place in 2011.

One of last year’s victims included a 
2-year-old boy, Izayah Hall, who Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown said was 
strangled to death allegedly by his 29-year-
old mother, Afriyie Gaspard, in August. 

According to Brown, Hall was kick-
ing, screaming and crying in their Fresh 
Meadows home when Gaspard is accused 
of putting her hands around his throat and 
squeezing for a minute until he stopped. 
She put him roughly into bed as he was 
making gurgling sounds, and when she 
checked on the child 45 minutes later, she 
found him unresponsive, the DA said.

Gaspard was charged with manslaugh-

ter after Hall’s autopsy results determined 
the toddler’s death was a homicide, police 
said. Her family maintained she never 
would have intentionally hurt her child.

A spokeswoman for the DA’s office 
said Gaspard’s case is still pending and the 
next court date is scheduled for Feb. 25. 

The number of rapes was also down 
slightly in the 107th in 2012 from 2011, with 
10 reported last year and 13 the year be-
fore.

But other violent crimes were up 
slightly last year. There were four more 
robberies in the precinct, at 243 last year 
than there were in 2011, and there were 
127 felony assaults in 2012, up two from the 
year before.

Property crime numbers experienced 
a more marked difference between 2012 
and 2011,  but complaints rose in some cat-
egories while falling in others.

There was a jump in the number of 
grand larcenies, with 461 cases in 2012, up 
from 435 in 2011, but burglaries and grand 
larceny autos fell in 2012 from 2011. There 
were 258 burglary complaints in 2012, down 
from 269 the year before, and 173 grand lar-
ceny auto complaints were filed last year, 
down from 214 in 2011.

Murder rate drops slightly 
in 107th precinct last year
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Make Middle Village Preparatory your choice!
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Consider a

Charter School

...where every child is our

Most Valuable Person

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

CK CAMPUS www.middlevillageprep.org

6802 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379

MVP is a 6-8 grade Middle School.
FREE, quality public Education.

A strong common core curriculum will include extended time
in mathematics and language arts instruction. 

All students are required to study Latin.

A longer school day with an extended school year.

Preference given to students living in School District 24.

  Applications for 6th Grade
     are due by April 1, 2013. 
Applications available     www.middlevillageprep.org    

LOTTERY WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 16, 2013 

Opening Day of MVP Charter School

for the 6th Grade is September 3, 2013
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

When you’re a patient of Calvary, the choice is yours:
Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most 
unique and comprehensive.  For more than a century, 
it has been treating not only the physical pain, 
but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary 
eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time when 
people are most vulnerable, when attempting to 
move between home and hospital, or vice versa. 
Different from most other programs and services, 

Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the 
Calvary Family of Care”, they are cared for and 
guided to wherever and whenever they need to be...
whether in their own home, in a select nursing facility, 
or in our hospital. We hold their hands each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part 
of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and is just one more 
reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Sunnysider fi ghts sepsis fatalities after death of son, 12
BY REBECCA HENELY

Sunnysider Ciaran 
Staunton has raised the 
banner for numerous 
causes over the years, but 
his battle to eliminate sep-
sis, which his 12-year-old 
son Rory died of last year, 
has been the most difficult 
for him.

“It’s much easier when 
you’re doing it for someone 
else,” Staunton said. “It’s 
harder when you say it’s be-
cause your son died.”

At the end of March, 
Rory fell in the gym at his 
school and cut his arm. 
When the cut turned into 
pain in the leg and vomit-
ing, Ciaran Staunton and 
his wife Orlaith took their 
son to their pediatrician, 
who recommended Rory go 
to NYU Langone Medical 
Center in Manhattan for re-
hydration. The hospital re-
hydrated Rory and released 
him, but blood tests — un-
seen by the doctor and not 
complete until after Rory’s 

release — revealed a darker 
story.

“Everything in his 
stats said, ‘This child is se-
riously ill,’” Ciaran Staun-
ton said.

Rory’s condition 
quickly worsened, with 
blotches appearing on his 
body. The pediatrician sent 
him back to the hospital, 
where he was put into the 
intensive care unit. The 
doctors attempted to revive 
Rory three times before he 
died April 1.

“I never heard of sep-
sis until my son was dead,” 
Ciaran Staunton said.

Sepsis is a medical 
condition in which an in-
fection causes a reaction 
in the immune system that 
leads to full-body inflam-
mation. This inflammation 
can cause the blood to clot, 
reducing blood flow to the 
limbs and internal organs 
and leading to organ fail-
ure. While the condition 
can be caused by something 
as simple as a cut or a bug 

bite, it can be cured with 
antibiotics if quick action is 
taken. Despite this, sepsis 
is the worldwide pediatric 
killer and kills more people 
in the United States in one 
year than AIDS, prostate 
cancer and breast cancer 
combined.

Sepsis is character-

ized by a high temperature, 
high pulse rate, low blood 
pressure, chills, confusion, 
light-headedness and skin 
mottling.

As the co-founder of 
the Irish Lobby for Immi-
gration Reform, Ciaran 
Staunton has argued on be-
half of undocumented Irish 

immigrants, and as the 
owner of the Molly Bloom’s 
pub on Queens Boulevard, 
he has helped fellow busi-
ness start-ups to find land-
lords and replace their iron 
gates. Shortly after same-
sex marriage was passed 
in New York state, he held 
a raffle for a free reception 
for a same-sex couple at his 
pub.

In his brief life, Rory 
followed in his dad’s foot-
steps. He led a campaign 
at his school to stop his 
fellow students from using 
the word “retarded” and 
wrote a letter, unsent at the 
time of his death, to North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong-
un asking why the country 
had such a large army but 
starving people.

“If one of us had died of 
sepsis, Rory would be here 
doing the interview,” Cia-
ran Staunton said.

In the summer, Cia-
ran Staunton met with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and state 
Health Commissioner Dr. 

Nirav Shah. Through pool-
ing input from New York 
hospitals and sepsis ex-
perts around the country, 
Shah oversaw the develop-
ment of new standards to 
improve the hospital sys-
tem’s response to sepsis, 
facilitating quick diagnosis 
and treatment.

Under the new stan-
dards, called “Rory’s 
Regulations,” hospitals 
will adopt protocols for 
early screening of sepsis, 
a process to identify and 
document the individuals 
ready for treatment, and 
guidelines for early deliv-
ery of antibiotics. Another 
set of regulations is aimed 
at improving the flow of 
information from the hos-
pital labs to the care pro-
viders when taking tests, 
as well as between parents 
and guardians of pediatric 
patients, among other poli-
cies to better serve pediat-
ric patients.

Ciaran Staunton (l.) stands with his son Rory, who died of sepsis at 
age 12. Photo courtesy Ciaran Staunton
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.
* Most Insurances Accepted

With this ad, expires in 30 days

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

Two Queens complexes have smoke-free living
BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in a co-op building 
at Hilltop Village in Hollis can 
breath easy in their apartments 
now that it has snuffed out ciga-
rettes and is completely smoke-
free.

“I wish they did the same 
where I live,” said Mindy Rodri-
guez, who lives in the neighbor-
hood and was walking her dog in 
front of Hilltop Village, at 87-50 
204th St. “I don’t like smoking 
to begin with and when I start 
thinking about possible fires, I 
really start to worry.”

Two organizations are work-
ing to tamp out that worry and 
extinguish smoking, making the 
borough healthier for smokers 
and non-smokers alike.

Representatives from North 
Shore-LIJ Health System and 
Queens Smoke Free Partner-
ship, a health  advocacy nonprofit 
funded through grants from the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and the state De-
partment of Health, are trying to 
clear the smoke from residential 

housing units in Queens by alert-
ing building owners to the heath 
and safety risks of smoking.

“Much of the air in apart-
ment buildings is shared among 
the residents,” said Yvette Buck-
ner-Jackson, the borough man-
ager for Queens Smoke Free Part-
nership. “This air travels through 

the unit through vents, cracks, 
outlets — it’s a huge issue.”

Nancy Copperman, director 
of community health for LIJ, has 
been working with YMCAs and 
other groups in Queens to limit 
the public’s exposure to second-
hand smoke. She said that health 
problems associated with smok-

ing do not stay within the walls of 
a smoker’s apartment.

“When you are exposed to 
cigarette smoke 24/7, there is an 
increased chance for asthma, 
respiratory infections and over 
time cancer and heart disease,” 
said Copperman. “We have 
banned smoking in restaurants, 
workplaces and parks, but where 
we live and spend the most time 
is where the most exposure oc-
curs.”

Buckner-Jackson cited two 
properties in Queens in particular 
that have eliminated smoking in 
apartment units — the properties 
include an apartment complex, at 
34-28 80th St. in Jackson Heights 
as well as the co-op in Hollis. In 
these two instances, the smoke-
free advocates said building own-
ers were receptive, though that is 
not always the case.

“There’s about a 50/50 chance 
we’ll be turned away,” said Cop-
perman , adding that they are try-
ing to push for smoke-free units 
in Bayside, Astoria, Glendale and 
Forest Hills.

Copperman said there is 

some push back from people who 
say banning smoking in people’s 
homes is a violation of personal 
rights, but she went on to say that 
this is different than a ban on 
sugary drinks and trans fats be-
cause smoking affects more than 
just the user.

“It’s more of a violation of the 
rights of people around the smok-
er,” she said, adding that policing 
a smoking ban is akin to the mon-
itoring of noise complaints.

Buckner-Jackson said she 
believes education has been key 
in the decrease of public smoking 
and hopes more education will 
lead to a decrease in residential 
smoking as well.

“The smoking numbers have 
declined and I truly believe that 
most smokers want to quit,” she 
said. “They need education and 
they need to know there are treat-
ments out there. No one has to 
quit cold turkey anymore.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Hilltop Village in Hollis is one of only a handful of housing units in Queens to of-
fer smoke-free apartment complexes. Photo by Steve Mosco
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Nature Photography Workshops at 
Queens Botanical Garden
Workshop I
Landscape Photography with Rosalie Frost  
Saturday, March 9, 1 to 3:30pm 

WorkShop II
Flower & Macro Photography with H. David Stein 
Saturday, March 16, 1 to 3:30pm

Fee: $10/one workshop; $15/both workshops
Beginning photographers are welcome! 
Must bring their own camera. 
Registration required. 
Please call: 718.886.3800, ext. 230.

HSBC Children’s Garden Family Day*
Saturday, March 9, 2 to 4pm
Fee: free
Get ready for Spring with a fun sneak 
peek of the HSBC Children’s Garden! 

MARCH for the Earth*
Saturday, March 23, 10am to 1pm 
(weather permitting)
Fee: free

Celebrate the vernal equinox and help 
QBG prepare for the opening season 
followed by a festive march to the 
Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Unisphere.  
Registration required. 
Email: rforlenza@queensbotanical.org 

NYC Compost Project in Queens: 
Spring Lawn Care
Sunday, March 24, 1 to 4pm 
Fee: $5/person
Join lawn care expert Patty Kleinberg 
for an introduction to natural lawn care. 
Hands-on demonstration.
Registration required. 
Please call: 718.539.5296 or 
email: compost@queensbotanical.org

Spring Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30, 11am to 2pm 
(weather permitting)
Fee: $5 per child (includes Garden admission)
Bring a basket and enjoy a visit from 
Flora the Flower, QBG’s mascot, included!

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN | 43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

*The Parking Garden will be open for these events, $5 per vehicle.

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Seafood/Meats/Poultry
Fruit 

Vegetables

Tank Full of Live 
Fish, Crabs, Lobsters & Turtles

FREE PARKING

New York Mart
Asian Supermarket

24926 Horace Harding Expy, Douglaston 

(718) 281-0889

Fresh!
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BY JOE ANUTA

Two men have filed 
complaints with the Fed-
eral Elections Commission 
against Bayside allergist 
Dr. Robert Mittman, alleg-
ing he did not pay them for 
services rendered during 
the doctor’s unsuccessful 
bid for Congress last year.

Augusto Sevilla 
claimed that his company, 
iMedia 225, was not paid 
nearly $10,000 for working 
on two campaign videos for 
Mittman. 

Sevilla was paid $4,000 
by Mittman’s campaign, ac-
cording to FEC filings.

In addition, Brook-
lyn resident Elliot Arroyo 
claimed he was not paid 
$300 in wages for driving a 
recreational vehicle bear-
ing a large photo of Mitt-
man. Arroyo was paid $450 
by the campaign, accord-
ing to FEC filings. He also 
claimed Mittman failed to 
disclose payment for an RV 
rental, although Mittman’s 
filings show a roughly 
$3,000 payment made Sept. 
10 to rent an RV in Newark, 
N.J. 

Mittman did not re-
spond for a request for com-
ment about his Democratic 

primary campaign in a 
four-way race won by As-
semblywoman Grace Meng, 
who took the seat in the 
general election.

None of the men’s 
claims could be corrobo-
rated.

In addition to the com-
plaints received by the 
FEC, a man named Miguel 
Lopez Rodriguez sent a 
letter to the commission 
Feb. 19 complaining about 
what he called Mittman’s 
lack of payment to the two 
men. Rodriguez said he is 

the head of an organiza-
tion listed in the New York 
State Department’s records 
as a nonprofit called Latin 
American Political Com-
mittee (Copola) Inc. Rodri-
guez said his organization 
advocates for the political 
participation of the Latino 
community in New York 
and abroad, according to 
the letter.

It was not known 
whether Sevilla and Ar-
royo worked for Rodriguez, 
who communicated with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
only via e-mail on behalf 
of the pair. He did not pro-
vide a contract between the 
campaign and Sevilla for 
the amount in question.  

Over the last ten years, 
Copola Inc. has been hired 
by several political cam-
paigns including that of 
state Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), according to the 
state Board of Elections, 
to perform work including 
canvassing — work typi-
cally performed by political 
consultants and public rela-
tion organizations. 

The FEC does not com-
ment on the status of com-
plaints filed with its office. 
If the commission deems 
the complaint has no merit, 
it will throw it out or launch 
a investigation if it is worth 
looking into, according to 
federal guidelines.

OPEN HOUSE/SALE
Saturday Feb. 23 & Sunday Feb. 24
Saturday March 2 & Sunday March 3

From 1pm-3pm

171-27 Mayfield rd. Jamaica Estates
Price: 689k. (negotiable). 

*Also store for sale. 169-10 Hillside Ave.

Lot 50x100.  Almost everything is new. 
Amazing custom made kitchen with 

new appliances and new Zakuzi Bath room. 
New Plumbing new electric, new windows, 
doors, roof, siding, wood floors, fire place,
two car garages and huge driveway, etc...

WINZONE REALTY
Md. Kashem - Lic. RE Sales Person

347–750–9579
mkashem11@yahoo.com

Two men fi le federal gripes
against Mittman campaign

Dr. Robert Mittman is facing complaints related to his unsuccess-
ful congressional campaign last year, according to the Federal 
Election Commission.
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

Join the thousands of 
New Yorkers who have 

reduced their energy
use, gotten millions of 
dollars in rebates and 

incentives, and helped 
the environment.

©
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Student arrests drop 41 percent in boro schools
BY RICH BOCKMANN

 
The number of students ar-

rested in Queens public schools 
during the last three months of 
2012 dropped 41 percent, although 
minority students in the south-
ern part of the borough continued 
to account for the majority of the 
arrests, city Police Department 
records showed.

From Oct. 1 through Dec. 
31, police arrested 24 students 
in Queens schools, according to 
NYPD data provided to the City 
Council under the Student Safety 
Act. During that same time period 
in 2011 — the first year for which 
the department was required to 
report the data — police arrested 
41 students.

Most of the charges were for 
misdemeanor assaults and resist-
ing arrest, though three students 
were charged with bringing a 
firearm to school.

Arrests were down 49 per-
cent citywide, but part of that 
decrease could be attributable 
to fewer school days as a result 
of Superstorm Sandy. And while 

groups critical of the practice  of 
having NYPD officers patrolling 
schools have applauded the new 
figures, they still decried the 
fact that black and Latino males 

figured disproportionately in the 
arrests.

Of the borough’s 24 arrests, 
20 came from the NYPD’s Patrol 
Borough Queens South, with 

black and Hispanic males ac-
counting for the lion’s share.

“The numbers seem less 
than what we as young people ex-
perience in reality with cops in 
schools,” said 15-year-old Manny 
Yusuf, a youth leader with the 
Jackson Heights-based group De-
sis Rising Up and Moving.

“But it’s still the same things 
— youth of color are still policed 
in schools just like we’re being 
policed in the streets through 
stop-and-frisk policies,” she add-
ed. “We need restorative justice, 
counselors, mentors, peer media-
tors to be there for us, not cops 
who are going to arrest us.”

The Dignity in Schools Cam-
paign, a coalition of civil liber-
ties groups including the New 
York Civil Liberties Union, said 
the city Department of Education 
should be focusing more on pre-
ventative measures rather than 
heavy-handed disciplinary poli-
cies.

“Parents, teachers and ev-
eryone who has been ringing the 
alarm bell over the criminaliza-
tion of our youth should be proud 

of the significant decline in ar-
rests and summonses issued in 
our schools, and the Department 
of Education should be com-
mended for this important step in 
the right direction,” said NYCLU 
Executive Director Donna Lie-
berman. “But there is still a lot 
more work to do. If the Bloomberg 
administration is serious about 
helping young men of color suc-
ceed, it must address the fact that 
too many children are still com-
ing into contact with the criminal 
justice system when they should 
be getting an education, and that 
youth of color are still getting 
disproportionately targeted by 
the police. Our school resources 
should be focused on educating 
children, not arresting them.”

The coalition said there are 
more than 5,100 school safety offi-
cers in city schools, but only 3,200 
guidance counselors.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Manny Yusuf (r.), 15, believes schools need fewer cops and more mentors and 
counselors in order for school crime rates to decline.
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Among the numerous 
side effects of diabetes is 
damage to the kidneys. Dia-
betes typically damages the 
blood vessels in the kidneys, 
making it diffi cult for the 
kidneys to fi lter the blood as 
well as they can when indi-
viduals are fully healthy.

Such damage is often 
gradual, occurring over 
many years. But damage 
done to blood vessels over 
the years can eventually 
cause the kidneys to stop 
working. That only high-
lights the emphasis people 
with diabetes must place 
on keeping their kidneys 
healthy. Fortunately, there 
are many steps diabetics 
can take to keep their kid-
neys healthy.

• Get tested. According to 
the National Kidney Disease 
Education Program, early 
kidney disease has no symp-
toms. It’s not uncommon 
for people to feel completely 
healthy one day, only to 
learn the next day that their 
kidneys have almost stopped 
working entirely. While this 
sounds frightening, it doesn’t 
have to be. All it means is 
people with diabetes need 
to get their blood and urine 
checked for kidney disease. 

People with type 2 diabetes 
should get tested every year, 
while those with type 1 dia-
betes should get tested every 
year starting fi ve years after 
their initial diabetes diagno-
sis.

• Maintain low blood pres-
sure. High blood pressure is 
another contributor to kid-
ney disease. The kidneys 
actually help the human 
body control blood pressure, 
and it’s important for people 
with diabetes to maintain a 
low blood pressure to avoid 
succumbing to kidney dis-
ease. Staying physically ac-
tive, eating healthy, and lim-
iting alcohol and caffeine 
intake are some of the many 
ways to maintain low blood 
pressure.

• Monitor cholesterol 
levels. When diabetes is 
diagnosed, an individual’s 
doctor will discuss a num-
ber of things. A healthy 
cholesterol level will likely 
be brought up during that 
discussion. To maintain 
healthy kidneys, it’s impor-
tant for individuals with 
diabetes to monitor their 
cholesterol levels and keep 
them in their recommended 
target range. An appropri-
ate range is almost certain 

to be brought up by the diag-
nosing physician, but if it’s 
not don’t be afraid to bring 
it up. The doctor might even 
suggest a healthier diet that 
helps reduce what’s consid-
ered “bad” cholesterol.

• Reduce sodium intake. 
Cutting back on salt is a 
good idea for most people, 
but even more so for people 
with diabetes. Excessive so-
dium intake can cause high 
blood pressure, which can 
lead to kidney disease.

• Visit the doctor. People 
with diabetes who have 
their condition under con-
trol should still make rou-
tine visits to their physi-
cian’s offi ce. As previously 
mentioned, kidney damage 
is often gradual and with-
out noticeable symptoms. 
While people with diabetes 
might feel they have their 
condition under control, 
there might be lingering 
problems of which they are 
unaware. Catching kidney 
disease early can slow its 
progress and keep kidneys 
healthy for a longer period 
of time.

For more, visit the Na-
tional Kidney Disease Ed-
ucation Program at www.
nkdep.nih.gov. 

Healthy kidneys are 
imperative for diabetics
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For years the norm was 
to tell women who were di-
abetic not to get pregnant. 
The bodily changes that oc-
cur during pregnancy, as 
well as the potential risks 
to the fetus and mother, led 
many doctors to take this 
overly cautious position 
on pregnancy. Today, preg-
nancy is risky for diabet-
ics, but can be successful 
if careful monitoring and 
attention to health is fol-
lowed.

Good blood sugar con-
trol is essential for diabetic 
women thinking about be-
coming pregnant. Sugar 
levels should remain in 
the ideal range, which 
is 70 to 100 mg/dL before 
meals, less than 120 mg/
dL two hours after eating, 
and 100 to 140 mg/dL before 
the bedtime snack. Women 
considering pregnancy 
should work with a doctor 
to be sure glucose levels 
are in check. That’s be-
cause many times, women 
become pregnant without 
knowing it, and the early 

weeks of embryo formation 
are essential. High levels of 
sugar early in pregnancy 
can lead to birth defects, 
say doctors.

All women need more 
rest, an increase in nutri-
ents and periodic monitor-
ing to grow a healthy baby. 
The same can be said for 

diabetics. Women who have 
diabetes may fi nd that be-
ing pregnant causes abrupt 
changes in their blood-
glucose levels. In fact, non-
diabetics often experience 
changes in blood sugar 
as well, which is why a 
blood-glucose test is recom-
mended in the midpoint of 

a pregnancy. Some women 
develop gestational diabe-
tes when they had no previ-
ous types of diabetes.

In addition to the nor-
mal problems high blood 
sugar could present in dia-
betics, pregnant women can 
be at risk for miscarriage or 
problems during labor. Too 

much sugar may contrib-
ute to an excessive amount 
of amniotic fl uid forming, 
forcing a fetus into preterm 
labor. What’s more, infants 
born to diabetics tend to be 
larger in size, called “mac-
rosomia,” meaning “large 
body.” This can present dis-
comfort during pregnancy 
and lead to complications 
during delivery and may 
necessitate a cesarean sec-
tion. With macrosomia, 
the fetus receives too much 
sugar via the placenta. The 
fetus’ pancreas senses the 
high sugar levels and pro-
duces more insulin in an at-
tempt to use up all the extra 
sugar. That extra sugar is 
converted to fat, making a 
large baby.

An infant just born may 
experience very low blood-
sugar levels from all the in-
sulin being produced. The 
baby may have to be given 
glucose intravenously to re-
store sugar levels.

During the entire preg-
nancy more insulin or oral 
drugs may be needed to 

control the diabetes, and 
diet will need to be more 
carefully monitored. An ob-
stetrician also may require 
frequent check-ups to en-
sure both mother and baby 
are doing well.

While it is possible to 
deliver at term, many ob-
stetricians prefer that dia-
betic women give birth a 
few weeks in advance of 
their due dates because of 
the larger size of the fetus. 
Also, diabetes can contrib-
ute to high blood pressure 
or pre eclampsia during de-
livery. It might lead to the 
baby being born early and 
also could cause seizures 
or a stroke (a blood clot or 
a bleeding in the brain that 
can lead to brain damage) 
in the woman during labor 
and delivery, according to 
the Centers For Disease 
Control and Prevention.

With proper diet, fre-
quent check-ups and ex-
treme control of blood-glu-
cose levels, diabetic women 
can give birth to healthy 
children. 

Can diabetic women have babies?

When today’s parents 
refl ect on their childhood, 
many likely recall seem-
ingly endless days spent 
playing outdoors. But when 
today’s kids become tomor-
row’s parents, chances are 
their recollections won’t 
recall nearly as much time 
spent idling the days away 
under the sun.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, roughly 17 per-
cent of American children 
and adolescents between 
the ages of 2 to 19 are obese. 
In Canada, where self-
reporting data collection 
methods have made such 
statistics more diffi cult to 
quantify, the prevalence of 
overweight and obesity in 
children is also on the rise, 
according to the Canadian 
Community Health Survey.

The rise in overweight 
or obese children is likely a 

byproduct of several factors, 
not the least of which is that 
many of today’s kids pre-
fer to play a video game on 
the couch instead of going 
outdoors and being physi-
cally active. The potential 
ramifi cations of youngsters 
choosing a more sedentary 
lifestyle are dangerous, as 
it increases their risk for 
high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, type 2 diabetes, 
respiratory ailments and 
joint problems, among other 
things. What’s more, nu-
merous studies have found 
that obese or overweight 
children are more likely to 
become obese or overweight 
adults, which highlights the 
importance of embracing a 
physically active lifestyle as 
a youngster.

Parents know it’s not al-
ways easy to get kids to be 
more physically active. But 
the following are a few tips 

parents might fi nd useful 
when encouraging their 
kids to embrace a more ac-
tive lifestyle.

• Give toys that encour-
age physical activity. Kids 
love toys, and their toys will 
often dictate how they spend 
their days. This can include 
balls, bicycles, jump ropes, 
or even a backyard swing-
set. Kids who embrace these 
activities at a young age are 
more likely to continue do-
ing so into adolescence and 
adulthood.

• Reduce time spent in 
front of the television. Par-
ents who can effectively 
minimize the amount of 
time their child spends 
in front of the television, 
whether reducing their 
own times spent watching 
television will likely be 
more successful at instill-
ing a love of physical activ-
ity. The American Academy 

of Pediatrics recommends 
parents limit their child’s 
time in front of the televi-
sion to one to two hours per 
day, and that includes the 
time children spend play-
ing video games. To further 
reduce kids’ time watching 
TV, don’t allow televisions 
in their bedrooms, as that 
will only make it harder 
to monitor just how much 
time kids are spending in 
front of their TVs.

• Remember that physi-
cal activity should be fun. 
Not all kids are athletic, and 
some will likely bemoan 
participating in recre-
ational sports leagues. But 
that doesn’t mean parents 
should give up on encour-
aging physical activity. In-
stead, fi nd a physical activ-
ity that your child fi nds fun 
and encourage his or her 
participation. This might be 
nontraditional kids’ sports 

like cycling or jogging or ac-
tivities like dancing, hiking 
or even bird watching. Once 
a child exhibits a healthy in-
terest in a physical activity 
that you have deemed safe, 
encourage it.

• Set a positive example. 
Kids, especially younger 
children, look up to their 
parents and often try to 
emulate what Mom and 
Dad are doing. Parents can 
make the most of that ado-
ration by setting a positive 

example and being physi-
cally active themselves. Go 
for a nightly bike ride or a 
walk around the neighbor-
hood with your youngsters 
in tow. Or put that elliptical 
machine in the basement to 
good use. Whatever physi-
cal activity you choose, you 
can bet your children will 
express an interest in it as 
well, and that’s a great way 
to make them more enthusi-
astic about having a healthy 
and active lifestyle.  

How to encourage kids to be more physically active
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New York Hospital Queens is proud to announce the opening of a new medical 
practice – right here in Whitestone Village. 
Internists, Ambrose Pipia, M.D., and Domenick Acquista, M.D., and Cardiologist 
Katherine Heretis, M.D., are the first physicians to practice in this new community-
based facility. Additional NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them in 2013.
The practice, conveniently located at 14-02 150th Street, is part of an ongoing  
New York Hospital Queens initiative to support community access to a higher level  
of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens. 
To make an appointment, call (718) 353-8933.

To learn more about NYHQ, find a physician, 

and more… go to nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

Ambrose Pipia, M.D.

Katherine Heretis, M.D.

Domenick Acquista, M.D. 

WhitestoneVillage
Our Doctorsare now in …

FOCUS ON HEALTH
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LATE PAGE

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Fake car parts sold to taxis from LIC spot: Feds
BY REBECCA HENELY

Two New Jersey men 
and a Pennsylvania man 
have been indicted in Man-
hattan federal court after 
they allegedly sold counter-
feit car parts to locations 
in Long Island City and 
elsewhere, some of which 
service city taxis and lim-
ousines, authorities said.

Shashi Malhotra and 
Fadi Kilani, of Paterson, 
N.J., and Richard Din-
inni, of Easton, Pa., were 
charged with conspiracy to 
traffic in counterfeit goods 
and trafficking in coun-
terfeit goods in two indict-
ments unsealed Tuesday, 
the FBI and U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara said in a 
statement.

As a result of their 
charges, Malhotra and Ki-
lani’s Paterson offices and a 
warehouse at Vernon Bou-
levard and 35th Avenue in 
Astoria have been raided.

“We congratulate the 

FBI and the U.S. attorney’s 
office on this investiga-
tion and today’s operation, 
which effectively put this 
distribution network out 
of business,” city Taxi and 
Limousine Commissioner 
David Yassky said in a 
statement.

The three men operat-
ed independent companies 
in their hometowns and 
from October 2011 through 
February 2013 allegedly 
sold and conspired to sell 
generic automotive parts 
doctored to look like origi-
nal manufacturing parts 
from Ford Motor Co., Gen-
eral Motors and Federal 
Mogul, which contracts 
with automobile manufac-
turers to create parts, au-
thorities said.

“While their replace-
ment parts may have been 
no different from many oth-
er generic parts sold every 
day in the aftermarket, they 
were able to command the 
same higher prices charged 

by the automobile manufac-
turers’ whose names they 
stole,” Bharara said.

Some of the specific 
crimes alleged in the in-
dictments include Dinnini 
packaging brake pads doc-
tored to look like Ford Mo-
torcraft products for sale in 
April, Dininni delivering 
counterfeit brake pads to a 
Long Island City resident 
in May, Kilani hiring a de-
livery driver to take doc-
tored ignition coils to an 
automotive parts distribu-
tor in Long Island City in 
July and Malhotra deliver-
ing counterfeit brake pads 
to a Long Island City resi-
dent in August, the U.S. at-
torney said.

The indictments also 
allege Malhotra imported 
and tried to import parts 
from China and other 
places overseas in July, 
while Kilani exported and 
attempted to export parts 
to Saudi Arabia and other 
places overseas in Novem-

ber. Malhotra and Kilani 
also allegedly were found 
to have discussed over the 
phone a sale of counterfeit 
Ford Motorcraft tie rods in 
October, according to the 
indictments.

TLC spokesman Allan 
Fromberg said even though 
the parts are counterfeit, 
that does not mean they 
are defective,  but this was 
serious because it was a 
consumer rip-off issue and 
buyers were paying above 
market-rate for the parts.

“The good news is pas-
sengers don’t even have to 
think of this in terms of 
safety,” Fromberg said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The FBI and U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara say three out-of-state 
men allegedly sold counterfeit replacement car parts to places 
that fix city taxis.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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Sade Falebita - Class of ’12
B.S./M.S. Accounting

B.A. Communication Arts

SFC . eduS

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Powerful programs and opportunities for learning
through amazing internships in New York City.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, March 3rd 10am -2pm

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY STEVE MOSCO

As houses of worship pray for help re-
building after Hurricane Sandy, one secu-
lar organization hopes a bill it believes 
breaches separation of church and state 
stalls in the U.S. Senate.

Jason Stewart, a board member and 
New York representative with Americans 
United, a nonpartisan organization dedi-
cated to preserving church-state separa-
tion, said the bill that overwhelmingly 
passed the U.S. House of Representatives 
simply violates constitutional law.

“The region has gone through a lot to 
rebuild from that storm and we understand 
the bill was put forth to help the commu-
nity,” said Steward. “It simply violates the 
law. Using taxpayer funds to rebuild reli-
gious institutions goes against constitu-
tional law.”

The current law states that worship 
space cannot receive federal funds, but 
other buildings owned by religious entities 
that use space for secular purposes, such 
as schools or community centers, can re-
ceive funds.

Stewart said allowing religious orga-
nizations to receive funding is dangerous 

because it opens up the possibility of law-
makers being influenced by these institu-
tions.

“If we steer clear of allowing a change 
to this law, we wouldn’t have to worry 
about religious influence in our govern-
ment,” he said.

Numerous churches, synagogues, 
temples and other houses of worship were 
badly damaged by the late October storm. 
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency does not generally provide grants 
to these institutions, but those providing 
non-religious social services can qualify 
for loans from the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration.

Stewart said the funds called for in 
the bill, which was drafted by Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), would be direct grants 
that many organizations could use as they 
see fit.

“Even though these are difficult times, 
we have to stay true to the Constitution and 
Supreme Court precedent establishing that 
we cannot use state dollars to rebuild these 
organizations,” he said. “In the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina, even [former Presi-
dent George W.] Bush didn’t allow for a 
change to this law.”

Sandy aid measure raises
church/state separation
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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BTwedding directory
Bridal Gowns
Sposabella Couture
69A 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

World Mall Bridal Dreams
7905 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bridal Headpieces
Bridal Style Boutique
905 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

-

Catering Halls/Venues
Bay Ridge Manor

Il Fornetto

The Garden City Hotel

Grand Oaks Country Club

-

Grand Prospect Hall

New York City Events

-

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Rebar

 

Sirico’s 

The Vanderbilt at South Beach

-

-

Yacht Owners Association

Cleaners
Bridgestone Dry Cleaners & Laundry

Cosmetic Dentistry
Omni Dental Care

Entertainment
The Amazing Bottle Dancers

 

Beat by Beat Entertainment

-
  

E-Squared Productions

-

Florists/ Centerpieces
Edible Arrangements

-
 

Floral Fantasy 

Henry’s Florist

-

Marine Florist and Decorators

Jewelry
Tivoli Jewelers

-

Limousine Services
A-Class Limousine

-

Cosmopolitan Coach

Luxor Limousine
502 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

 

M & V Limousine Ltd.

Mila Limousine Corporation

-
 

RJ’s Limousines

Photography  & Video
Fantasy Photography

-

Glamour Me Photo & Video

HiLite Studios

 

Wedding Photo Connection

Tuxedos
Tuxedo World

Salons
Joli Salon
8124 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

-

Pilo Arts Salon

-

Services
Genesis Fertility & Reproductive Medicine

-

Wedding Cakes
Aunt Butchie’s Desserts

Wedding Expos
Bosco’s Wedding Expo
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

Bridal Affair

To be included in this directory 
call 718-260-2500
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LATE PAGE
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Energy creation. Recycling programs. Closed-loop solutions.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Valentine’s Day is a day of romance, 
but a protest at LaGuardia Community 
College last week focused on helping the 
most vulnerable women love themselves.

For V-Day, a day of protest held Feb. 
14 and inspired by feminist writer Eve 
Ensler’s “The Vagina Monologues,” stu-
dents and faculty at LaGuardia held flash 
mob dances throughout the campus, at 
31-10 Thomson Ave. in Long Island City. 
Their dance, “Break the Chain,” was 
written and choreographed for V-Day and 
preaches female empowerment and free-
dom from abuse.

“I know a lot of women and girls 
who’ve been abused, and this is my dedi-
cation to them,” said Stefanie Sertich, as-
sistant humanities professor at LaGuar-
dia.

Sertich said the dance was a collabo-
ration between the college’s performing 
arts center, women’s center and student 
dance club. Last year the college held 
a performance of an Ensler piece in its 
black-box theater.

But this year, Sertich said the college 
wanted to do a flash mob dance to take 
the message of non-violence to the student 
body and faculty instead of having them 
come to the performing arts center. In a 
flash mob dance, participants gather in 
a public place with no advance notice to 
perform. 

“This year it felt like we wanted to do 
something a little more fun to engage the 
community,” Sertich said.

The dancers consisted mostly of 
young women, but a number of young men 
and faculty members of both sexes joined 
in as well. After a short rehearsal at the 
college’s Performing Arts Center’s box of-
fice, the dancers performed at four differ-
ent places in and outside the campus.

Michael Trahain, president of the 
dance club, said the “Break the Chain” 
dance empowers women to love them-
selves.

“We do have power,” said Kattie San-
tana, vice president of the dance club. “We 
do have rights.”

LaGuardia College holds 
anti-violence V-Day dance
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BTSimotas wants common ground on rape bills
BY REBECCA HENELY

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) is pushing a bill to 
expand the legal definition 
of rape as well as a compro-
mise with a rival bill in the 
state Senate.

Simotas’ “Rape Is 
Rape” bill, written in 2012 
and re-introduced for this 
legislative session, was in-
spired by the Bronx trial 
of NYPD officer Michael 
Pena. Pena held school-
teacher Lydia Cuomo at 
gunpoint, threatened her 
life and forcibly sodom-
ized her, but was convicted 
by a jury of sexual assault 
rather than rape, which is 
defined by law as forcible 
vaginal penetration.

“If somebody has to 
experience the heinous vio-
lation that Lydia Cuomo ex-
perienced and be told that 
she wasn’t raped, it didn’t 
sit well with me,” Simotas 
said.

Cuomo, who recently 
revealed her identity to the 
public, introduced herself 
to Simotas near the end of 
the last legislative session. 
She spoke in Albany last 

week on behalf of Simotas’ 
bill, which would expand 
rape in the first, second and 
third degrees to include 
oral, anal and aggravated 
sexual contact.

“It was very important 
to her that the legislation 
get passed so the law could 
acknowledge what she went 
through,” Simotas said.

In the Senate, Sen. 

Catharine Young (R-Olean) 
has also introduced a bill 
to expand the definition 
of rape but her bill defines 
rape as any forcible contact 
between the penis and the 
vagina. The current law 
requires penetration for a 
rape conviction.

Young’s bill has the 
support of Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance. In a letter to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Rockville Centre) 
and Independent Demo-
cratic Conference Leader 
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx) on 
behalf of the state District 
Attorneys Association, he 
said Young’s expansion 
could mean the difference 
between a 25-year and a 
seven-year sentence for the 
perpetrator.

Vance also said if a 
victim is violated vaginally 
and orally, the latter crime 
would be a criminal sex act 
and could hit the perpetra-
tor with more time for a 

separate charge. Simotas’ 
bill could have the unin-
tended effect of lumping 
both violations together as 
one act of rape.

Young said in a state-
ment she appreciated the 
support of the state’s dis-
trict attorneys.

“I admire Assembly-
woman Simotas’ efforts 
to help rape victims and 
look forward to working to-
gether towards an effective 
solution and positive result 
to protect all New Yorkers,” 
Young said.

Simotas said both is-
sues should not be con-
sidered in a vacuum. She 
said the state Legislature 
is working on a new bill to 
address both concerns and 
that she hopes the body will 
take Cuomo’s story of her 
attack and subsequent pain 
into account.

“There’s no reason 
why we have to prevent 
survivors of sexual assault 
from healing,” she said.

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (l.) and anti-abuse advocate Andrew Willis (r.) listen as rape 
survivor Lydia Cuomo (c.) speaks in favor of Simotas’ bill that would expand the legal definition of 
rape. Photo courtesy Simotas
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BT Corona mom angry after cop who shot her son cleared
 Grand jury declines to charge NYPD detective in killing of unarmed guardsman on Grand Central

BY REBECCA HENELY

Corona resident Cecilia 
Reyes, whose 22-year-old son Noel 
Polanco was fatally shot by an 
NYPD detective during a traffic 
stop, said she was devastated af-
ter a Queens grand jury decided 
against formally charging the of-
ficer.

“I’m angry. I’m hurt,” Reyes 
said at a news conference in Har-
lem with the Rev. Al Sharpton’s 
National Action Network. “They 
didn’t do the justice that they 
needed to do for my son.”

Polanco, a member of the Na-
tional Guard Reserves, worked at 
the Paragon Honda in Woodside 
and made hookahs.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced the 
grand jury’s decision last week. A 
member of the NYPD Emergency 
Service Unit Apprehension Team, 
Hamdy was one of several officers 
in two unmarked vans driving in 
the center lane eastbound on the 

Grand Central Parkway Oct. 4 at 
5:15 a.m. when Polanco was seen 
in his black 2012 Honda Fit Hy-
brid near Exit 7 in East Elmhurst, 
the NYPD said.

Officers said they saw Po-
lanco driving erratically in the 
right lane, cutting between the 
vans, tailgating another vehicle 
in the left lane, then cutting back 
in-between the vans to the right 
lane, police said.

Philip Karasyk, the attorney 
for Hamdy, said that after Polanco 
was pulled over, Hamdy saw Po-
lanco reaching for something and 
shot him in the stomach, believ-
ing it to be a weapon. One of the 
two passengers in the car, Diane 
DeFerrari, told reporters Polanco 
kept his hands on the steering 
wheel. The other passenger, off-
duty Officer Vanessa Rodriguez, 
was sleeping at the time.

No weapon was found in the 
car, the DA said. Polanco died 
shortly after being shot at New 
York Hospital Queens in Flush-

ing.
Karasyk said officers oper-

ate on a scale of escalating threat. 
He said Polanco at first refused to 
pull over after driving erratical-
ly, had to be boxed in by the two 
vans, then did not show his hands 
when asked twice, each of which 
raised the threat level.

“The police officer is not re-
quired to see the glint of steel be-
fore he fires,” Karasyk said.

He said Hamdy was extreme-
ly relieved by the jury’s decision.

“No police officer ever wants 
to be faced with such a life or 
death, split-second decision. It 
stays with them forever,” he said. 
“[Hamdy] once again extends his 
sincere condolences to the Polan-
co family.”

Reyes broke down sobbing 
multiple times during the news 
conference. She called Hamdy a 
“murderer” and she was deter-
mined to continue to fight for her 
son.

“It’s not fair for anyone to say 

that it was OK for him to get shot 
and there was no weapon,” Reyes 
said.

Robert Mijuca, a partner in 
the Brooklyn firm of Rubenstein 
& Rynecki, which is representing 
Reyes, said they are proceeding 
with a civil suit against Hamdy 
and are calling on U.S. Attorney 
Loretta Lynch to investigate the 
shooting for any civil rights vio-
lations.

He said he is also calling 
upon Gov. Andrew Cuomo to cre-
ate an independent agency to deal 
with allegations of police miscon-
duct instead of the local district 
attorneys, who have a relation-
ship with the police.

“We’re going to continue our 
quest,” Mijuca said. “This is just 
a small obstacle in our way.”

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

A jury decided not to charge NYPD 
Detective Hassan Hamdy after he shot 
unarmed National Guardsman Noel 
Polanco during a traffic stop. Hamdy 
expressed condolences to Polanco’s 
family. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

Forget formality: The 
Queens World Film Festi-
val makes its own rules, 
and originality is what 
will put it on the map in 
upcoming years. Running 
from March 5-10, the festi-
val will screen 104 films 
from local and interna-
tional filmmakers alike. 
Cambodia, Brazil, Chile, 
Iran, Italy and France 
are just a few of the coun-
tries to bring projects to 
the table. Programming 
will take place at the Mu-
seum of the Moving Im-
age in Astoria,  Jackson 
Cinema in Elmhurst, 
The Secret Theatre in 
Long Island City and 
the Renaissance Char-

ter School in Jackson Heights.
It was only a few years ago 

that festival directors Don and 
Katha Cato were volunteering 
for the Queens International 
Film Festival. Don has had prior 
experience making and produc-
ing films, and Katha runs a vari-
ety of after-school programs for 
the Henry Street Settlement. 

Once the QIFF came to its 
“bloody death,” as Katha put it, 
the couple decided to take charge, 
preserving Queens’ status as a 
cultural epicenter, thus birthing 
the now 3-year-old Queens World 
Film Festival. “Brooklyn has 
a film festival, why can’t we?” 
Katha asked. While both direct 
the festival, Don programs along 
with Jordan Mattos. 

What makes the QWFF sui 
generis is its unique approach 
to programming. Rather than 

scheduling films one after the 
other, without a significant orga-
nizational process, the directors 
decided to create themed blocks. 
That is, each film belongs to its 
own thematic category. When 
purchasing festival tickets, one 
would select a particular block. 
This way festival-goers can hone 
in on subjects of their interest. 
Included themes this year are 
“O.M.G,” “It’s All About Women,” 
“Tales of Peace,” and “Off the 
Beaten Path,” to name a few. 

“These blocks target your 
outreach, bring like-minded film-
makers together, and it’s easier 
for us to market,” said Katha. 

This makes sense when 
trying to target specific demo-
graphics. Following the end of 
each block, will be a Q&A with 
film casts and crews. 

In keeping with the cur-

rent climate, many of this year’s 
films focus on the weak economy 
as well as human disconnected-
ness. “There was a very strong 
drive of a group of films of peo-
ple who are trying to figure out 
who they are in relation to oth-
ers,” Katha said. “It seems to be 
a trend we’re seeing in filmmak-
ers in their early 30s.” 

Consider “BQE,”  directed 
by Flushing-born Adrian Man-
zano. The film introduces a 
29-year-old man, unsure of when 
to settle down, who attempts to 
date three women at once. It will 
appear in the brassy titled “Men 
are Dogs” block. 

Another special aspect of 
this festival is its ability to get 
the community involved. Wheth-
er it be through “Old Spice,” a 

Film festival highlights talents from around the globe

Continued on Page 39

“Welcome to Nowhere,” featur-“Welcome to Nowhere,” featur-
ing Lorraine Mattox (pictured), is ing Lorraine Mattox (pictured), is 
described as an experimental film described as an experimental film 
that follows the overlapping en-that follows the overlapping en-
counters of five strangers as they counters of five strangers as they 
struggle to exist in the absurd des-struggle to exist in the absurd des-
ert world of the American West. ert world of the American West. 

Image by William CusickImage by William Cusick
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Answers in Sports

BY ALLISON PLITT

There is an organic 
foods store in Forest Hills 
called “The Organic-
world” where customers 
can purchase natural or-
ganic foods, vitamins and 
supplements, personal 
skin care products and 
household cleaning items. 
When you walk into the 
store, however, you realize 
the merchandise is a back-
drop to various works of 
art beautifully displayed 
among the products.

There are no huge 
canvases covering the 
walls. Instead the store 
has more than 200 framed 
pictures. Each has the au-
tograph of its creator, Paul 
Lin. The prices of the piec-
es range from $30 to $99. 
Upon request, he also cre-
ates special custom-made 
works.

Although there are 
no titles to the paintings, 
many are organized on the 
shelves with display cards 

discussing the theme of 
peace and harmony in 
nature. For example, one 
group of pictures encir-
cles a frame saying “You 
are always there for me.” 
The subject matter of the 
paintings deals with the 
relationships between 
people and animals.  

Everything in these 
pictures comes from na-
ture. Besides adding mate-
rials such as pansies, egg-
plant leaves, wildflowers, 
feathers and wild plants 
to his works of art, Lin 
never uses any artificial 
coloring. Since he grew up 
on a farm as a boy, he is 
comfortable working with 
such natural elements.

“The materials are 
not purchased from any-
where,” explained Lin. 
“You can pick them up any 
place – by the roadside or 
by the mountainside. Usu-
ally the materials are all 
very simple in nature, but 
it’s so simple in nature.” 

Sometimes Lin has 

difficulty arranging the 
materials together to cre-
ate a picture, but he works 
by adhering to his own 
philosophy about nature. 
“At times in the begin-
ning two materials don’t 
connect. They probably 
contradict each other,” 
he said. “You have to put 
care into it and arrange 
them peacefully. You have 
to make them into har-
mony.”

Lin admits he has 
been collecting these mate-
rials for 30 years – around 
the time he and his wife 
Theresa immigrated to 
this country from Taiwan. 
They opened The Organ-
icworld in 1988, although 
Paul only began display-
ing his art in his store 
since 2011.

When shoppers enter 
the store, they are warm-
ly welcomed by the Lins. 
Theresa sits behind the 
counter where she brews 
herbal teas or concocts 
juices for the customers. 

Paul has set up his artist’s 
workshop in the window of 
the store where there are a 
multitude of boxes holding 
his natural materials.

Each picture comes 
already framed. Some of 
the frames are glass but 
most are made from wood 
to give the pictures a rus-
tic feel.  

“Each frame is care-
fully chosen and matched,” 
Lin said. “Part of the rea-
son is because it’s natu-
rally arranged.”

Lin also believes his 
art has a mission to it. 
Referring to his work as 
“therapeutic art,” Lin has 
taught art workshops to 
people suffering from ill-
ness. According to several 
of the display cards he has 
placed among his paint-
ings, “natural art is heal-
ing.”

“The most important 
thing in nature and art is 
healing because there are 

Forest Hills biz offers art with organic foods

Every item in the pieces is found in nature. Image courtesy Paul Lin Continued on Page 38
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KIDS & FAMILY

Lunar Lantern Making – 
According to Buddhist beliefs, 
the lighting of a lotus-shaped 
lantern symbolizes a devotion 
to performing good deeds and 
brings light to the dark parts 
of the world that are fi lled 
with agony. Let’s be part of 
the ceremony and learn how 
to make a beautiful paper 
lotus lantern. All materials are 
provided. For all ages.
When: Sunday, March 3, 5 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, $8 for members and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Live From The Poemobile: A 
Lunar New Year Celebration 
– Celebrate the Lunar New 
Year with Chinese poetry by 
Dr. Hsing-Lih Chou and the 
POEMobile (sponsored by 
Bowery Arts + Science and City 
Lore). Performances will be 
accompanied by projections 
of the poems in the original 
Chinese texts and English 
language translations onto 

Flushing Town Hall’s facade. 
Fun for the whole family!
When: Sunday, March 3, 6:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: FREE
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Purim with Dr. Seuss — 
Celebrate Purim with Dr. 
Seuss, dance and party to the 
sound of the caboose! Come 
dressed up in true Seuss 
spirit, laugh and enjoy lots 
of Seuss Purim gimmicks! A 
Purim feast of food we will 
prepare, comedian for adults 
and magician for children, see 
you there!
When: Sunday, Feb. 24, 3:30 pm
Where: PS 78, 48-09 Center Blvd.
Cost: $18 per person, $50 per 
family
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Webste: www.JewishLIC.com

Laptop time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through Thurs-
days, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of Sci-
ence, 47-01 111th St., at Avenue 
of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Wii Fridays — Teens meets 
with friends and play 
electronic games.
When: Fridays, 3:30 pm, from 
Friday, Feb. 15 to Friday, Feb. 22
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave., Hollis
Contact: (718) 465–7355 www.
quenslibrary.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 
Chabad of Long Island City 
provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to 
their community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 

“Much Ado About Nothing” 
— The Queens Players founder, 
veteran director Richard Mazda 
whose Gangland Shakespeare 
trio of MacBeth, Othello and 
Julius Caesar thrilled with a 
fresh cohesive approach once 
again brings a unique style 
and concept to a beloved 
Shakespeare piece. Following 
the visceral approach to his 
Gangland series he keeps it down 
and dirty with a style we are 
calling Trash Period. Infl uenced 
by the hierarchies that one 
fi nds among the dispossessed, 
homeless and street dwellers, 
Mazda’s Much Ado takes us to a 
street strewn with trash where 
the gentle Leonato’s cardboard 
dwelling is the best on the street, 
where everyday objects casually 
thrown away. Echoes of the 
absurdist “Waiting for Godot” 
lead the audience to a pinpoint 
sharp and reverent language; 
the comedy, pathos and humor 
of the piece are ably assisted by 
‘clown techniques’ which draw 
out Shakespeare’s merry war 
between Benedick and Beatrice
When: Feb. 20 – 23 & Feb. 27 – 

March 2, 8pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: Secrettheatre.com

“Godspell” – The beloved 
classic from Stephen Schwartz 
(“Wicked,” “Pippin”) gets the 
St. Margaret’s School treatment 
as one of the most endearing 
shows of all time returns to 
delight audiences. The musical 
uses contemporary themes to 
illustrate parables and brings 
these lessons to life through 
the grand tradition of musical 
theatre.
When: Saturday, March 9 & 16, 
8pm; Sunday, March 10 & 17, 2:30 
pm; Friday March 15, 8pm
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between Juniper 
Valley Road and 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $15 adults, $13 seniors, 
$10 children
Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.
stmargaretschoolmv.org

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable of 
Broadway. Roles for men, women 
and teenagers are available 
with lots of speaking roles, 
solos, ensemble and dance 
roles. Please bring sheet music 
and be prepared to sing with 
piano accompaniment; to dance 
a combination and read lines 
from a script to be furnished at 
auditions. Singing a song from the 
show is permitted. Performances 
set for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 3.22.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 3.22.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 3.22.13

2/
22

/1
3

2/
22

/1
3

2/
22

/1
3

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 38
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4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per ses-
sion, $50 per session if paid in 
advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com 

Block printing — Children 
carve designs into foam to 
make their own block then use 
ink and paint to make a project.
When: February 24, 10:30 
am–12:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

Interactive Arts Workshop: 
Lunar New Year Print Making 
— A venerable form of Chinese 
folk art, Lunar New Year Prints 
are closely connected with the 
thoughts, emotions and lives of 
ordinary people. This printmak-
ing workshop allows hands-on 
experience, and to learn to ap-
preciate the beauty of prints 
and to understand the culture 
of Chinese New Year Prints. 
Maximum 20 participants.
When: Sunday, Feb. 24, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing

Cost: $10, $8 for members and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Garden Open House — Get your 
green thumb on! The second 
season of Intergenerational 
Garden is opening. Learn about 
the program, walk through the 
facility and meet coordinator 
Maureen Regan. Plots are 
suited to motivated gardeners 
and require fees for supplies 
and maintenance. The Garden is 
open Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 9 am to noon 
through the Spring, Summer 
and Fall, and open to all ages.
When: March 2, 10 am–noon
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296; www.
queensbotanical.org

MUSIC

Forest Hills Symphony 
Orchestra 49th Season 
— Mendelssohn Overture, 
Beethoven Symphony #4, 
Mozart Ballet Les Petits Reins 
K299 and Debiles selections 
from the Ballet Sylvia.
When: March 3, 2 pm
Where: Forest Hills Jewish 
Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd., 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 374-1627

Monthly Jazz Jam — Open 
toprofessional jazz musicians, 
graduate students studying jazz, 
and music educators. Meet new 
contacts, hone your chops and 
jam each month with your peers! 
The house band will perform, 
followed by a jam – just sign up 
to play. Steinway baby grand 
piano will be available for use. 
Occasional guest artists will 
perform. Open to general public, 
free for performers, students 
and members.
When: Wednesday, March 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, FREE for performers, 
students and members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

EVENTS

A Night of Comedy with 
Phyllis Stickney — The actor/
comedienne performs.
When: February 23, 8 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 119 Ave. at Merrick 
Boulevard, Jamaica
Contact: (718) 723-1800; www.
blackspectrum.com’

Irish Cultural Day — A 
day of music and cultural 
enlightenment featuring the 
music of Patrick Cahillane Jr., 
the Kelly Fitzpatrick School of 
Irish Dance, the Niall O’Leary 
School of Irish Dance, the Keane 
Academy of Ceili Dancing, 
pipers. Irish art will be on 

27.  Palatable.
28.  Act in a soap?
29.  Marine body
30.  Thread
31.  Vietnamese, for  
 example
32.  Dissect a sentence
34.  Mumbai money
37.  Schlep
38.  Copier setting, perhaps
40.  Airbags?
41.  E-mail status
43.  Type of  bicycle
44.  Has a funny feeling
46.  "Jeepers!"
47.  Admits, with "up"
48.  Moth's meal
49.  A wee bit
50.  A lot, at times?
52.  Carmen solo
53.  Bunk and four-poster
55.  Cook's amt.
56.  0% ___
57.  A way to stand

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Bill Deasy 

All Knotted Up
Across
1.  Pricing word
5.  Hidden hoard
10.  Breadth
14.  Auditioner's goal
15.  Leered at
16.  Study (with "over")
17.  Weight of  obligation
18.  String
20.  Word before off  or out
21.  Salsa style
22.  Company member?
23.  Kvetch
25.  Lose energy
27.  Comprehending
29.  Winter spell
33.  Classic violin
34.  Like a luxury car
35.  ___ for Africa ("We 
 Are the World" group)
36.  Boston musicians?
37.  Miss Muffet edible
38.  Brouhaha
39.  "Am ___ believe... ?"
40.  Nomadic Finns  
 (raindeer raisers)
41.  Couch potatoes'  
 perches
42.  Washington's were  
 famous
44.  Calm or tranquil
45.  Sweeten the pot
46.  Queen of  gossip
47.  Outstanding
50.  " _____ Misbehavin'"
51.  Bar account
54.  Where knors are found?
57.  Unsullied
58.  A flat or C
59.  Shopping frenzy
60.  Rainfall-challenged?

61.  ___ dunk
62.  Basketball tactic
63.  Soothing brews
Down
1.  Piccadilly Circus figure
2.  Topnotch
3.  Rope
4.  "___ So Shy" (Pointer 
 Sisters hit)
5.  Managing
6.  Deft
7.  Wearing
8.  Queen of  the coop
9.  It's Tokyo now
10.  Livens (up)
11.  A meter reader
12.  Mobil rival
13.  At no time, to a bard
19.  Wagon type
21.  Like Dr. Evil's clone
24.  Google results
25.  Dietitian's forte
26.  Third Pillar of  Islam 
 topic

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TURDUCKEN
T A T A S N E S T S D E G
A P A T H O N C E A U T E
R O L L E D R O A S T C A T
E S C A P E S R S S K I T

S A N K F I R E F L Y
D O C T R I N E E U R O
O R O D E E D B R O T H
G E L S R E I N S A T I E
S O D A S T E T S E R R

T R A M S T R A N D E D
S L U G G E R S I R E
P O R E T A B P A T A K I
A R K C H I C K E N F E E D
N N E H O N D A A U R A L
K A Y E D S E L C L O N E

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
display and for sale, as well as 
books, gifts, china, jewelry and 
more. With free tea, coffee and 
Irish soda bread. 
When: Sunday, March 3, Noon 
to 5 pm
Where: St. Mel’s Church, 154th 
St. and 26th Ave., Whitestone
Cost: $6 adults, children under 
12 free

Contact: (718) 746-3837

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.

When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

two elements – peace and 
harmony,” he said. My 
painting is not only art, but 
there is therapeutic power 
there.  Mentally and spiri-
tually people will be em-
powered by this art and, in 
turn, physically as well.”

Lin said his small pic-
tures (some of the smallest 
measure 5” x 7”) are about 
the concept of “being able 
to see the whole universe 
from this small thing.” Lin 
finds nature to have a sim-
ple beauty, which many 
people can overlook.  

“Although the materi-
als are simple, the picture 
is not just like nothing,” 
he said. “It’s about the 
artist and the person who 
owns the art being able to 
see the extraordinary in 
the ordinary.”  

The Organicworld is 

located at 103-37 Queens 
Blvd., Forest Hills.  The 
phone number is 718-896-
1590. Store hours are Mon-

day through Saturday, 
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

Continued from Page 36

Paul Lin

“The Organicworld” in Forest Hills has more than 200 pieces of art 
on display. Photo by Allison Plitt

Continued from Page 37



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 22-28, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

39

TL

block of films for seniors at the 
Renaissance Charter School; 
through the Young Filmmakers 
Program, which teaches stu-
dents at PS 69 how to make short 
films of their own conception; or 
the LGBT slate, the Catos want 
to make sure that everyone feels 
welcomed and engaged. 

“There are certain things 
we will always be true to,” said 
Katha.”There will always be 
these components, and it won’t 
be for any other reason but to be 
sure they’re involved.”

This approach also invites 
films of diverse subject matters, 
like “Heavy Girls,” an Austrian 
film about a middle-aged father 
who is struggling with his sexu-
ality. 

“The unlikeliness of the 
love story and the human-ness 
of it, the transcendence of sexual 
preference, and the pureness of 
it,” are all, according to Katha, 
what makes it an extraordinary 
piece. 

While statistics show that 
the festival mostly attracts men 
between the ages of 25 and 45, as 
well as women and men over 65, 

there is no doubt that all of the 
community outreach will pay 
off. Last year, at least 22 people 
were able to secure paid produc-
tion work through festival con-
nections. The ability for those 
in the industry to bond and net-
work as well as an effort to cater 
to a wide variety of audiences 
are the components that ensure 
a festival’s endurance.

This year’s opening night 
falls on Tuesday, March 5, and 
will honor Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), and 
longtime actor Karen Black. 
While Don Cato worked with 
Black in 1986, her most recent 
film in which she stars, “Vaca-
tionland,” will be screened dur-
ing this year’s festival. 

“This woman has brought ev-
erything that she has to every sin-
gle role that she’s ever done. She’s 
done over 100 films, and worked 
with some luminaries,” Katha 
said. “It’s our honor to do this, 
and we’re hoping to re-introduce 
people to an incredible artist.” 

The Catos are unapologetic 
and determined, and they have 
high hopes for the future of the 
festival. While some events and 
screenings are held throughout 
the year, they are anticipating 
that the festival will become 

more of a year-round event and 
that it will spread to other neigh-
borhoods within Queens. 

“In five years I’d like this 
to be standing on its own and 
totally sustainable,” she said. 
“I’m going to prove, along with 
my husband, that this borough 
can support a world class film 
festival.” 

Continued from Page 35

The film, “Heavy Girls,” was completed in three months and was shot without a crew 
and film team and with a simple Mini DV camera. Image courtesy Axel Ranisch

Film Festival Screening Sites
For schedule and showtimes:

Check out www.queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Museum of the Moving Image
36-01 35th Ave.

Astoria, NY 11106
(718) 777-6888

www.Movingimage.us 

Jackson Cinema
40-31 82nd St.

Jackson Heights, NY 11373
(718) 205-5100

www.Jacksonheightslife.com

The Secret Theatre
44-02 23rd St. 

Long Island City, NY 11101
(718) 392-0722

www.Secrettheatre.com

The Renaissance Charter School
35-59 81st St.

Jackson Heights, NY 11372
(718) 803-0060

www.Renaissancecharter.org
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

Peter Jensen, (r.) who serves as 
co-artistic director of T. Schreiber 
Studio & Theatre, stars in a film 
written and directed by his acting 
student Irina Varina (l.).  

Image courtesy Irina Varina
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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BTRep. Israel pressures Putin to lift ban on Russian adoptions
BY PHIL CORSO

With little headway 
made at the negotiating 
table, elected officials from 
the state and federal levels 
started putting the pres-
sure on the Russian gov-
ernment to lift its ban on 
adoptions.

Last month, U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
brought the issue to the 
public when he used the sto-
ry of one Little Neck couple 
to illustrate what hundreds 
of other families across the 
country have been forced to 
endure.

For months, Nick and 
Dania Mavros have strug-
gled through a hefty legal 
battle with hopes of bring-
ing home a year-old boy 
named Ari. But because of 
an international dispute, 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin ordered a ban 
on Russian adoptions for 
American citizens.

Because his initial 
calls to end the ban were 

not being answered, Israel 
said he planned a sitdown 
with Russian Ambassador 
to the United States Sergey 
Kislyak and members of 
Congress to urge a reversal 
of the ban.

And if need be, the 
congressman did not fail to 
mention he would consider 
proposing economic, mili-
tary and commercial cuts 
to Russian aid coming out 
of the United States.

“Innocent children 
like Ari and the hundreds 
of other children who were 
in the process of being ad-
opted should never be used 
as political pawns,” Israel 
said. “I urged the ambas-
sador to call on his govern-
ment to reverse this law 
and work with the United 
States to allow the Russian 
children who were in the 
process of being adopted 
to proceed with the adop-
tion process and unite with 
their adoptive parents.”

Israel said Putin 
signed the ban into law 

Dec. 28 as a retaliatory 
move in response to a new 
American law known as 
the Magnitsky Act, which 
limits Russians accused of 
human rights violations 

from entering the United 
States. The ban has since 
left nearly 1,000 open adop-
tion cases, including that of 
the Mavros family, at the 
mercy of the political dis-

pute.
In an effort to at least 

achieve some degree of 
success for those who have 
already gone through the 
lengthy process of filing 

adoption papers, U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
called on the Russian gov-
ernment to lift the ban and 
make way for those open 
cases who were on record 
before the law went into ef-
fect Jan. 1.

“Allowing adoptions 
that have already begun to 
go forward is the best thing 
to do for both the families 
and the children,” Schum-
er said. “Our two countries 
need to work out a longterm 
solution to ease this ban, 
but in the short term we 
need to ensure a way that 
these parents, who have 
already met and formed a 
real connection with their 
children, can bring them 
back to the United States.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (l.) pledges to help Little Neck couple Nick (c.) and Dania Mavros complete the 
adoption process of a 1-year-old Russian boy.
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Have a tree hug you.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Superfund site named under Laurelton shop
BY RICH BOCKMANN

The state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
has detected ground contamina-
tion underneath a Laurelton dry 
cleaner adjacent to IS/PS 270 and 
the St. Luke Baptist Church and 
said the potential exists for the 
contamination to affect the air 
quality inside the cleaner as well 
as possibly off-site.

At the end of January, the 
DEC identified the Purr-fect Dry 
Cleaners, at 232-17 Merrick Blvd., 
as an inactive hazardous-waste 
disposal site under the state Su-
perfund program, which identi-
fies and lays out a remediation 
plan for toxic spills. And while 
the department said the contami-
nation does not pose a significant 
public health threat, the DEC’s 
health assessment revealed the 
contamination could affect the 
air quality inside the cleaner.

“Volatile organic compounds 
in the groundwater may move into 
the soil vapor (air spaces within 
the soil), which in turn may move 
into overlying buildings and af-
fect the indoor air quality,” the 

assessment read. “The potential 
exists for site occupants within 
the dry cleaner to inhale site con-
taminants based on sub-slab soil 
vapor samples.”

The DEC said it will need to 
conduct an evaluation of the po-
tential for soil vapor to spread off-
site, but did not elaborate on how 
far it might possibly stretch.

The owner of the dry cleaner, 
Mi Young Yi, could not be reached 
for comment. Yi purchased the 
property in early 2012, and the 
DEC said it was at that time that a 
consultant investigating the site 
notified the department of chlori-
nated solvents in the ground.

The DEC later found concern-
ing levels of Tetrachloroethene 
and other compounds associated 
with fuel oil in on-site groundwa-
ter.

The next step is for the DEC, 
along with the Department of 
Health, to conduct an investiga-
tion to discover the full nature 
and extent of the contamination.

Once the departments come 
up with a proposed plan to clean 
up the site, the public will be in-
vited to weigh in.

The DEC has 97 cleanup sites 
around the borough, mostly in 
Long Island City.

The department said the con-
tamination does not pose a threat 
to drinking water since residents 
get their water from the city’s 
upstate water supply and not 
through wells.

The city Department of En-
vironmental Protection is con-
sidering opening closed wells in 
southeast Queens in 2018 when 
one of the upstate aqueducts that 
carries water to the city will be 
shut down for repairs.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

The state Department of Environmental Conservation reports it detect-
ed ground contamination underneath this Laurelton dry cleaner. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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Stitching her own 
business from the ground 
up has been as rewarding 
as it has been challeng-
ing for Astoria designer 
Amanda Henderson, whose 
personal brand of knitwear 
has been gaining notoriety 
throughout Queens and be-
yond.

The 24-year-old self-
starter has spent years per-
fecting her craft with her 
own two hands to develop 
a small collection of sculp-
tural, one-of-a-kind knit 
pieces using all local knit-
ting materials and wool. 
She studied fashion design 
at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology, specializing 
in knitwear design, and 
has been working with her 
hands ever since, she said.

Henderson knits all 
sorts of garments — any-
thing from scarves and 

dresses to sweaters, shirts 
and pants. Her work draws 
on past centuries, reach-
ing back to northwestern 
American Indians, Samoa 
and New Guinea to create 
her own unique style. She 
said her designs allow her 
to meditate into her deep-
est memories to find inspi-
ration, which comes to frui-
tion through her knitwear.

“I’ve always made 
things with my hands, and 
I’ve always been interested 
in different cultures,” she 
said. “When I was a little 
kid, I would draw in the 
sand at the beach and build 
tree forts with my friends. 
As I grew up, I pieced to-
gether ways I could con-
tinue working outside in 
nature, while connecting 
those experiences back to 
the way people live.”

For Henderson, life 
in Queens has become an 
inspiration to her work 

whenever she sits down to 
create a new piece.

“Living in Queens 

has been a huge part of my 
life,” Henderson said. “I get 
inspired by the landscape 

and the many cultures that 
live in my area. It’s a real 
neighborhood with a his-
tory.”

Henderson, originally 
from Long Island, said As-
toria’s local business scene 
and Long Island City’s art 
movement reminds her ev-
ery day why she chose to 
launch her own knitwear 
line.

“It’s the only place 
I would ever live in New 
York City,” she said.

She officially launched 
her first self-titled col-
lection Feb. 8 in Manhat-
tan to coincide with New 
York Fashion Week Fall/
Winter, making public her 
many years of hard work. 
Models showcased various 
outfits assembled through 
Henderson’s collection, all 
accompanied by classical 
guitarist Peter J. Scoma 
to set the tone of the eve-
ning. The work on display 

also paid tribute to her new 
website, amandahender-
sonknits.com.

After spending much 
of the night showing off her 
newest entrepreneurial en-
deavor, Henderson said she 
was feeling as energized 
as ever for her future as a 
business owner.

“It has been an inter-
esting and exciting process 
so far. I am building a small 
business, aiming to put 
good work out there,” Hen-
derson said. “I want to keep 
my business small, so that I 
can keep my hands in it and 
make each piece special, in-
tricate and extraordinary. 
To me that’s growth, and 
much more important than 
selling a large amount of 
garments.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Astorian makes name with design collection
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man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) with the worst 
grade of C-minus.

By instilling lessons on 
human rights to the youth 
in New York, Fialkoff said 
she felt Youth for Human 
Rights could do its part in 
reversing that trend.

“Creating a friendly, 
warm environment, com-
munity and city begins 
with the student practicing 
human rights and respect 

for others in the classroom, 
then continuing to practice 
at home, practicing as they 
go into high school at which 
point they will be prepared 
for the challenges of the 
world and the diversity 
of our city,” Fialkoff said. 
“This was the message of 
our Respect for All Week 
events and we hope to car-
ry these out through our 
future events in New York 
City.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

braved the downtown 
streets knows that the 
stream of pedestrians 
crossing the road does not 
necessarily stop once the 
crosswalk flashes red.

The 109th Precinct 
also hopes to help raise 
awareness by passing out 
fliers at busy intersections, 
like Roosevelt Avenue and 
Main Street.

Some of the fliers were 
printed by the Flushing 
BID in both English and 
Chinese and warned pedes-
trians that jaywalking can 
result in a fine and a trip to 
court. One of the handouts 
suggests activities that 
can be purchased with the 
money that could be saved 
by avoiding a ticket.

Capt. Tommy Ng, exec-
utive officer at the precinct, 
said cops ticket jaywalkers 

if they are flagrantly walk-
ing out in front of traffic, 
but that a summons-blitz 
will not be part of the cam-
paign, since it would in-
volve extensive manpower 
and likely sour relations 
with the community.

That promise does not 
hold for some of the other 
problems the group wants 
to address.

After alerting the pub-
lic about the rules govern-
ing double parking, for in-
stance, the 109th will ramp 
up enforcement in an effort 
to alleviate the congestion 
and chaos that has long typ-
ified the downtown area, 
whose roadways are full of 
cars, buses and commut-
ers trying to catch the No. 
7 train or the Long Island 
Rail Road.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

taxpayers and students but 
no longer,” Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said. “In the 
city’s entire history, the 
special interests have nev-
er had less power than they 
do today, and the end of this 
strike reflects the fact that 
when we say we put chil-
dren first, we mean it.”

But not all the driv-
ers were welcomed back, 
according to a New York 
Post report. According 
to the Post, some drivers, 
including more than 100 
who worked for Boro Wide 
Buses in Brooklyn, were 

told they could not return 
to their posts as some were 
already replaced.

Late last week, ATU 
President Larry Han-
ley said he had received 
a promising letter from 
Democratic mayoral candi-
dates, leading him and Lo-
cal 1181 President Michael 
Cordiello to reconsider 
their position.

In the letter, City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), city 
Public Advocate Bill de Bla-
sio, city Comptroller John 
Liu, former Comptroller 
Bill Thompson, and former 
City Councilman Sal Alba-
nese pledged to revisit the 
possibility of job guaran-
tees in future contracts if 

elected.
During the strike, the 

city spent more than $20 
million in reimbursements 
for parents who needed 
cabs or other services to get 
their children to school, but 
saved about $80 million by 
not paying the striking bus 
companies.

Walcott said the city 
was in the process of re-
viewing 67 proposed con-
tracts after it put 1,100 of 
the city’s 7,700 bus routes 
out for bidding with hopes 
of cutting costs and re-
investing savings in the 
classroom.

“These new bids will 
allow us to not only contain 
soaring costs, but they will 
also allow for more flexibil-

ity in the service we pro-
vide, and will contain the 
same safety provisions and 
requirements as the old 
contracts,” Walcott said. 
“It is important for me to 
emphasize that these con-
tracts will include all the 
same safety requirements 
as the current ones — con-
trary to what has been mis-
stated. I know this strike 
was a challenge for many 
families and our schools, 
and I want to thank every-
one for their patience and 
understanding.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

change.”
Rep. Chris Smith (R-

N.J.) also authored the bill.
The bill passed the 

House Feb. 13 by a margin 
of 353-72.

But the bill still has to 
clear the U.S. Senate and be 
signed by President Barack 
Obama before it can be-

come law, and one Howard 
Beach pastor said he is not 
counting on it ever getting 
that far.

“Any help from the 
government would be more 
than appreciated, but good 
luck,” said the Rev. Antho-
ny Rucando, of Our Lady 
of Grace Church, saying he 
questions whether the Sen-
ate would pass the bill.

He said the church, at 
100-05 159th Ave., took on 

6 feet of water during the 
storm, which jeopardized 
its boiler, plumbing and 
electrical systems and like-
ly caused hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in damage. 
The church is still closed 
as it is undergoing repairs, 
and services are being 
held in the parish’s nearby 
school in the meantime.

Rucando said FEMA 
officials told him the 
church would probably not 

receive any aid.
“They said keep on 

applying anyway,” he said. 
“It’s an exercise of frustra-
tion.”

Meanwhile, the church 
had been used as a distribu-
tion site for clothing, food, 
water and other emergency 
supplies after the storm.

“The government re-
lies on parishes and won’t 
help them,” he said.

Democrats eyeing the seat 
include Democratic state 
committeeman Matthew 
Silverstein, former state 
Assemblyman John Duane, 
attorney Paul Vallone and 
Austin Shafran, of the 
state’s economic develop-
ment agency Empire State 

Development.
Shafran, who also 

worked under former Rep. 
Gary Ackerman and As-
semblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
marked the beginning of 
his campaign alongside 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) in Bay 
Terrace — the same area 
where Silverstein draws 
much of his support.

ing philanthropy from bil-
lionaires, he said.

“One things we know 
now beyond a doubt is that 
the first three years of a 
child’s life are significant 
— they are pivotal,” Alba-
nese said. “The other thing 
we know is that the most 
common link with young-
sters who can’t learn is pov-
erty.”

 The clinics would 
work with parents to help 
ensure a solid foundation 
for a child’s earliest devel-
opment, which in turn will 
have demonstrable effects 
once that child enters the 
public education system, 
according to Albanese.

Mayoral control of the 
school system is the only 
way to hold someone ac-
countable for education, Al-
banese said, which is also 
why he supports breaking 
up the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority so New 

York City has its own dedi-
cated body, accountable to 
the mayor.

“I want to be held ac-
countable and bring in the 
best and the brightest,” he 
said.

The former council-
man was born in Italy in 
1949 and immigrated to 
Brooklyn when he was 9. 
Albanese got a degree in ed-
ucation from CUNY before 
teaching in public schools 
for 11 years. He then earned 
a law degree from Brooklyn 
Law School while serving 
on the Council.

Albanese also consid-
ers himself an expert on 
policing. During his entire 
decade-and-a-half tenure as 
a city lawmaker, Albanese 
served on the Council’s 
Public Safety Committee. 
He is proposing a plan to 
add 3,300 police officers and 
500 detectives to the city’s 
current ranks of about 
35,000, so precincts can put 
more officers on patrol to 
deal with quality-of-life is-
sues in addition to violent 
crimes.

Thompson has also 
pledged to add about the 
same number of officers 
to the NYPD, a pledge Al-
banese said was a pilfered 
talking point.

“They basically stole 
my idea,” Albanese said.

The idea has come un-
der criticism for not being 
fiscally possible. But Alba-
nese estimated the cost of 
hiring the officers under 
his plan at $120 million and 
said they could be paid for 
through increased federal 
funds, since the NYPD also 
serves as a counter-terror-
ism force.

Albanese bristles at 
being called a “long-shot” 
candidate, though accord-
ing to the city Campaign 
Finance Board’s last check-
up on campaign spending, 
he is far behind his oppo-
nents.

As of Jan. 15, Albanese 
had raised just $34,615 and 
given himself a $100,000 
loan, according to the fil-
ings. This puts him far 
behind the candidate with 
the next biggest war chest, 

Thompson, who boasts 
about 18 times as much: $2.4 
million.

Albanese said he does 
not accept money from what 
he called special interests, 
though he does not consid-
er unions a special interest. 
He received a $4,950 contri-
bution from the Uniformed 
Firefighters Association, 
according to filings.

Albanese is banking 
on the city’s public match-
ing system to help him 
become competitive, and 
noted that his competitors 
have been fund-raising for 
years and will be capped at 
$6 million.

“There’s no Mike 
Bloomberg in this race,” he 
said, referring to the cur-
rent mayor, who spent more 
than $100 million during 
his re-election campaign to 
narrowly defeat Thompson 
in 2009.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5
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Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Precinct Commanding 
Officer Jason Huerta said 
police were working to ad-
dress the slight increase in 
robberies and have made 
some progress, which 
should put a dent in those 
numbers. Nonetheless, the 
rise in robberies has been 
insignificant when com-
pared to the precinct’s most 
recent challenge.

Late last year, the 
111th Precinct devoted re-
sources to addressing a 
dramatic rise in burglar-
ies throughout Bayside 
and Auburndale in which 
homes were being targeted 
by criminals who Huerta 
described as experienced 
and sophisticated. Unlike 
robberies, the New York Po-
lice Department said bur-
glaries were defined as the 
unlawful entry to a home 
or building with no victims 
present.

According to Huerta, 
the precinct had arrested 
several teams that con-
tributed to an increase in 

burglaries that brought as 
many as 20 cases in a one-
week span at the end of No-
vember.

Neighborhoods in 
both Bayside and Douglas-
ton were also some of the 
primary targets during 
the burglary spree, Huerta 
said, because of the area’s 
abundance of wealthy 
homes. Most of the inci-
dents, he said, occurred at 

homes between Northern 
Boulevard and the Long 
Island Expressway — most 
likely because criminals 
found it an easy location to 
flee from on major roads.

This year to date, the 
111th Precinct recorded 27 
burglaries, one less than 
last year’s number of 28.

But beyond burglaries 
and robberies, the precinct’s 
most recorded crimes were 

grand larcenies, statistics 
showed, with 42 incidents 
to date compared to 49 last 
year. The only other catego-
ry to increase to date when 
compared to last year has 
been felony assaults, with 
seven incidents reported 
this year compared to five 
in 2012.

began with a tragedy. Dan-
ielle Forgione’s brother 
died last spring and her 
father had been diagnosed 
with terminal brain cancer. 
To help the family cope, she 
and her husband decided to 
get a pet.

Since some of her chil-
dren are allergic to pet dan-
der, cats and dogs were not 
an option. Pigs, on the other 
hand, are hypoallergenic.

Initially her condo 
board approved of the idea, 
but after notices from the 
DOH in November and De-
cember, and the DOH’s or-
der to dispose of Petey in 
January, the board issued 
the family an eviction no-
tice.

Forgione is challeng-
ing the law and got a judge 
to grant her until July to 
find a new place to live since 
her children are fiercely at-
tached to the porker.

The family had been 
toying with the idea of mov-
ing to Suffolk County be-
fore the pig predicament, 
but now some of her kids 
offered to sell their toys to 

expedite their transition. 
“He’s like a brother to 

me,” said Joey Forgione, 
13. “If something happens 
to him, it’s going to happen 
to me.”

Pigs can live legally in 
many rural areas, includ-
ing places in Long Island, 
but they are illegal to keep 
in many East Coast cities. 
In Philadelphia, the are 
outright banned, but Bos-
ton takes a different ap-
proach.

There, ownership of 
the porkers is regulated by 
zoning. If a resident really 
wants to own a pig, he or 
she can apply for a zoning 
variance that the city may 
grant.

Nadine Darsanlal lives 
in College Point and said 
she has good reason to keep 
her pet pig Wilbur around. 
She is training it to be a 
therapy animal, which she 
could then take on tours to 
hospitals, for example, to 
cheer up ill patients. But 
she has also been issued 
notices of violation by the 
Health Department.

“They said they can 
take us to court,” Darsanlal 
said. “I would like this law 
to be amended.”

The 111th Precinct is working to address a recent increase in robberies since the new year.

Continued from Page 1

111 Pct.
Continued from Page 1

Pigs

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
64 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs 

to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

DAC

Accepting IN-HOUSE REGISTRATION at the following gym locations
(See person at scorer’s table)

CLUBHOUSE REGISTRATION
Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball, Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

21-04 202nd St, Bayside, NY 11360, Clearview Co-op Building 08 (Back Basement)

In-House Registration Wednesday Nights, February thru March 7pm-9pm
Register online at www.daconline.net.  All major credit cards accepted

    Online Baseball Registration Ends April 4th

PS 184Q  
Flushing Manor School

163-15 21st Road  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Thursdays 6:15-8:00pm
Saturday 9am-11:30am

JHS 185  
Edward Bleeker School  

147-26 25th Drive  
Flushing, NY 11354

Tuesday 6pm-8pm
Friday 6pm-8pm

JHS 194  
William H Carr School      

154-60 17th Avenue  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Saturday 9am-11:30am
 

Baseball Registration
Spring 2013 Season for all players 4-15 years old

A Proud Partner of 
THE NORTH EAST QUEENS 
BASEBALL ALLIANCE

Follow us on Facebook        and Twitter       “DAC Athletic Club”   
Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

                       

Tel: 347–252–1154
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BY ROB ABRUZZESE AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Joshua Wallace and 

his Holy Cross teammates 
were pleasantly surprised 
to see Paul Gilvary at 
Archbishop Molloy for 
their diocesan quarterfi-
nal game Monday night.

It was the first appear-
ance at a CHSAA game 
by the former Holy Cross 
boys’ basketball coach 
since the Queens district 
attorney’s office cleared 
him last week of any poten-
tial criminal charges after 
he was placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave by Holy 
Cross in November.

The school’s admis-
sion’s director and chair-
man of the CHSAA boys’ 
basketball league was re-
moved for allegedly watch-
ing his players shower, 

according to the New York 
Post.

“It shocked us to see 
him here,” Wallace said 
Monday. “We still had to 
play our game. We miss 
him a lot.”

He didn’t want to dis-
appoint his former coach. 
He scored 14 points and 
senior Ryan Wilson had 
12 of his 18 points in the 
fourth quarter to help lead 
the Knights to a 60-40 win 
over Xaverian.

“Since he was here to 
support us, we know that 
he loves us as well,” Wal-
lace said. “We were kind of 
like, ‘Win for coach Gil’, at 
least me personally.”

The 49-year-old Gilva-
ry spent the game sitting, 
mostly stoically, in the cor-
ner opposite the Knights’ 
bench. He had numerous 
parents, former players 
and friends come over to 

him throughout the night. 
Gilvary downplayed his 
presence, declining to get 
into the emotion of seeing 
his team play from the 
sidelines after 16 years on 
the bench.

“I’m just here as the 
chairperson of the CHSAA, 
just like I’d always be,” he 
said. “Just doing my job.”

His former players 
have always been fully 
supportive of him. Terrell 
Williams never believed 
the allegations and was 
the first to say I told you so 
after Holy Cross beat rival 
St. Francis Prep Friday 
night.

“I knew it,” he said 
emphatically. “I knew 
it wasn’t true .… I never 
thought he did any of 
that.”

Even though Wil-
liams, a senior, will not be 
on the Knights’ bench next 

season, he expects Gilvary 
to be.

“Under the circum-
stances, [Coach Tom 
Marchesini] did a very 
good job,” he said. “But I 
still expect to see Gilvary 
back on the bench next 
year. He’ll be there.”

Gilvary’s future with 
the school is still uncer-
tain, but a statement is-
sued by his lawyer Joseph 
Tock said he was anxiously 
waiting his reinstatement.

Marchesini’s job is 
to keep the situation from 
becoming a distraction 
as the Knights compete 
in the playoffs. He insists 
it hasn’t been an issue all 
season.

“They’re not re-
ally worried about it,” 
Marchesini said. “We 
spoke about [Gilvary’s 
situation] on Day 1. Since 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bayside’s seniors were 

determined not to end 
their careers without win-
ning an elusive borough 
title. The years of playing 
second fiddle to Cardozo 
had to end.

“They are always talk-
ing to us about how they’re 
the Queens champs, but 
this year was my senior 
year. I wanted to get a 
[borough] championship 
before I left,“ senior guard 
Cantrell Barker said.

He and the rest of the 
Commodores did just that, 
holding off the Judges 57-
54 in the PSAL Queens 
boys’ basketball title game 
at CCNY Saturday after-
noon. It was the first bor-
ough crown for Bayside.

“It’s great for the pro-
gram, great for the kid,” 
Bayside Coach Corey 
Semper said. “I have 10 se-
niors.”

Austin Williams 
scored 17 points, Barker 
had 12 and Brandon King 
and Daqauise Andrews 
each added nine for the 
Commodores, which lost 
to Cardozo on the road last 
week for the division title. 
The Judges had won seven 
of the last nine borough 
crowns.

“Today I told my team 
we’ve got to take this,” 
Williams said.

The outcome came 
out of controversy. Car-
dozo (22-4) was down just 
one with 14.3 seconds left 
in the game. Omar Wil-
liams shot a three-pointer 
in front of the Judges’ 
bench and appeared to be 
hit on the forearm by Aus-
tin Williams. No foul was 
called and Bayside got the 
rebound to the dismay of 
livid Cardozo Coach Ron 
Naclerio.

“Everybody knows he 
got fouled,” he said. “Not 
only did he get fouled, 
but his arm came flying 
back.”

Naclerio ended up 
throwing the second-place 
plaque to the floor after the 
game. He called it one of 
the most frustrating losses 
of his career and said he 
felt bad for his kids, who 
had worked to put them-
selves in position to win 
behind 21 points from Kyle 
Credle.

Bayside (20-3) earned 
the win with a big basket 
from an unlikely source. 
Junior Jamal Roseburgh, 
playing in just his fifth 
game this season, put his 
team ahead for good.

Knights rally around Gilvary
Coach attends Cross playoff after being cleared by Queens DA

Bayside tops Dozo 
for Queens crown

Continued on Page 48
Paul Gilvary watches Holy Cross take on Xaverian Monday 
night. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bayside High School players and supporters celebrate the 
win over Cardozo for the PSAL Queens championship. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Holy Cross’ Joshua Wallace plays defense on St. Francis Prep’s Conor Bacci. 
Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 49
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King was 

playing its fourth game in 
eight days and its perfor-
mance showed it.

The Royals girls’ bas-
ketball team was sluggish 
from the get-go. It was con-
tinually beaten to loose 
balls and rebounds by 
Nazareth and committed 
costly mental mistakes. 
Christ the King never got 
on track, playing with-
out star wing Sierra Cal-
houn (knee) for the fourth 
straight game.

“It’s been hard with-
out Sierra,” junior wing 
Shannon Barrett said. 
“We try to step up. That 
last four days have just 
been tiring.”

The poor performance 
and a 60-49 road loss to 
Nazareth Friday knocked 
the Royals out of first 
place and into third in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I. A win following 
victories over Bishop Ford, 
Bishop Loughlin and Mary 

Louis would have forced 
a potential three-way tie 

atop the league with Ford 
and Archbishop Molloy.

“It was frustrating on 
the court that people didn’t 
step up,” Barrett said.

The Lady Kingsmen, 
who were playing with-
out suspended star guard 
Bianca Cuevas, dictated 
the pace and pushed CK 
around in the paint. They 
used an 11-2 third quarter 
run to open up what was 
just a four-point halftime 
lead to 46-34 with 3:25 left 
to play in the quarter. Naz-
areth, which lost the first 
meeting, was motivated 
to show it could beat one 
of the league’s top teams 
without Cuevas.

“We are proving that 
we are just as good as ev-
erybody else,” Lady Kings-
men forward Yasmine 
Belk said. “We can beat ev-
erybody else and we don’t 
need Bianca to prove it.”

Belk scored 21 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds 
and Shiclasia Brown add-
ed 15 points for Nazareth 
(13-9, 4-7). Taylor Butigian 
tallied 15 points for Christ 
the King (16-8, 9-3) Barrett 

had 14 and Kollyns Scar-
brough added 10.

Barrett, who has been 
starting in place of Cal-
houn, was a big bright spot 
in Mackey’s eyes. She shot 
the ball well and wasn’t 
afraid to mix it up inside 
against bigger and stron-
ger players.

“She’s had a great 
week,” Mackey said. “She’s 
played really well. She hit 
some big shots for us. She’s 
doing a nice job on the 
boards. She’s bringing the 
ball up. She’s kind of doing 
everything.”

Even though the Roy-
als couldn’t complete a 
perfect week, Mackey be-
lieves their overall success 
without Calhoun will only 
make them strong when 
she likely returns for the 
playoffs. They just need to 
put this loss behind them.

“I thought we would 
have a little more fire,” 
Mackey said. “I’m a little 
disappointed. You pick it 
up next week and you get 
back in and go.”

 
Amani Tatum, Caro-

lyn Gallagher and their 
Archbishop Molloy class-
mates wrote the perfect 
script for their Senior 
Night. And the Stanners 
hope it was the first of 
many happy endings to 
close their careers.

Tatum, the James 
Madison-bound point 
guard, capped the night 
with a behind-the-back 
feed to Gallagher, a Co-
lumbia-bound forward, 
with just over a minute 
left in a 76-58 win over 
Mary Louis Friday. They 
combined to score 53 of the 
Stanners’ points to finish 
the regular season tied 
for first place in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion I basketball.

The pass is something 
Tatum has been waiting 
to do since second-year 
Coach Scott Lagas took 
over. He told her not to in 
the past, but was just fine 
with it this time.

“They went out the 
way they were supposed 
to go out, especially with 
Amani with her little 
behind-the-back pass to 
Carolyn,” Lagas said.

The final month of 
their careers is now about 
doing things they’ve never 
done before.

“We just want to keep 
moving forward,” Gal-
lagher said.

The senior group led 
by Tatum, Gallagher, Al-
exa “Weazel” Dietrich, 
Patti Dorgler and reserves 
Jessie Jamin, Daniela 
Arias, Utshana Durham 
and Jamie Romano has al-
ready been one of the most 
successful in program his-
tory. Now they can leave 
as the best.

Tatum and Gallagher 
are both in the top five all-
time in scoring at Molloy. 
They led the Stanners to 
the state Federation Class 
A title as sophomores un-
der then-Coach Tom Cata-
lanotto and reached the 
CHSAA state semifinals 
last season. This year their 

eyes are set on the dioc-
esan and AA state crowns 
that have eluded them.

“To end our careers 
with a win would be in-
credible,” said Dietrich, 
who is headed to Pace. “It’s 
what we have been wait-
ing for.”

What’s made this 

group so successful and so 
special is the togetherness 
they have. They are insep-
arable. Tatum joked their 
nickname in school is the 
WNBA. The majority of 
them spent summers to-
gether playing travel ball 
with the NYC Bulldogs.

“We’re a family,” Tat-

um said. “We’re sisters. 
We’re best friends. We are 
all in one. There is noth-
ing that will ever separate 
us …. We just love each 
other.”

It’s led to a camara-
derie that’s made Molloy 
one of the toughest teams 
to beat in a close game or 
to finish off early. They 
never quit.

“Sometimes I think 
they want to win for each 
other more than they want 
to win for themselves,” La-
gas said.

Senior Night remind-
ed them that their time to 
win together is drawing to 
a close with plenty still to 
accomplish. The seniors 
want to finish like the win-
ners they have been as peo-
ple and players throughout 
their entire careers.

“Just doing what we 
do will get us to the places 
we want to,” Tatum said. 
“It will take us far.”

It already has.

Stanners seniors eye big fi nish to cement legacy

Seniors at Archbishop Molloy gather at center court before the start of the game. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued from Page 47

Bayside

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Christ the King’s Taylor Butigian (front) looks to pass. 
Photo by Steve Solomonson

Tired Christ the King loses hold on fi rst place
Barker drove past 

Omar Williams. Unable to 
get a shot off, he threw a 
perfect feed to Rosenbaum 
for the go-ahead layup and 
a 55-54 lead with 1:05 left in 
the game.

“We have a good con-
nection,” Roseburgh said. 
“When I’m cutting and 
he’s cutting, one of us is 
going to score.”

The 6-foot-7 junior at-
tended John Bowne, Kim-
ball HS (Texas) and Holy 
Cross before transferring 
to Bayside last year. He 
was ineligible to play until 
January because he failed 
the trigonometry Regents. 
Bayside principal Michael 
Athy added a rule this 
year that if a student fails 
a Regents, he couldn’t play 
until he passed it, leaving 
Rosenbaum on the side-
lines for most of the year.

The wait was worth 
it.

“Bayside, we work 
and work,” Roseburgh 
said. “We made history to-
day in Queens.”
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mei-Lynn Bautista 

knew starting over again 
wouldn’t be easy for her 
and close friends Jordan 
Agustus and McKayla 
Hernandez after choos-
ing to transfer from Mary 
Louis to St. Mary’s (L.I.) in 
September.

The three sophomore 
girls’ basketball players 
each had different reasons 
for their departure, from 
travel issues to needing a 
change to academics. Still, 
they knew attending a sec-
ond school in two years 
would have its hurdles.

“At first, it’s always 
hard because it’s a new 
school, new people, new 
team,” Bautista said. “I 
have to get the team to like 
me.”

So far it’s gone quite 
well.

There has been a lot 
to like about the talent and 
new energy the trio has 
brought to the program. 
Bautista, a dynamic pass-

first point guard, said the 
school and her new team-
mates welcomed them 
with open arms and made 
them feel at home. That 
bond is one of the reasons 
St. Mary’s, usually not 
known for being a power 
program, has a chance to 
win the CHSAA Nassau/
Suffolk title and earn a 
spot in the CHSAA Class 
AA tournament for the 
first time.

“I like the excitement 
that we are the big team 

in Long Island now,” said 
Agustus, a blossoming, 
athletic wing. “I’d like to 
keep it now.”

She isn’t surprised by 
the success they’re having 
after St. Mary’s went 12-13 
overall last year.

“I came when I 
thought it would come,” 
Agustus said. “I thought it 
would come pretty fast.”

All three start and 
contribute and are joined 
by athletic senior forward 
Alyssa James. St. Mary’s, 
which is perfect in league 
play and 17-3 overall, has 
already beaten defending 
diocesan champion St. An-
thony’s twice, including a 
57-52 win Feb. 13.

Bautista, Agustus and 
Hernandez, a hard-work-
ing, sweet-shooting guard, 
combined for 37 points in 
that game.

Agustus, who has in-
terest from schools like 
Memphis, Princeton, 
St. John’s and Virginia 
Tech, added 15 rebounds 
and Bautista had 15 as-

sists. They also own qual-
ity wins over strong city 
teams like South Shore 
and Moore Catholic.

“We’ve beaten a lot of 
good teams and not many 
people knew us,” said Bau-
tista, who has interest from 
St. John’s, North Carolina, 
Louisville and Boston Col-
lege. “It’s definitely an ac-
complishment.”

Coming as a group 
eased the process. They 
have only had to learn to 

play with two other girls 
in the starting lineup and 
could support each other 
in school.

“Going together and 
getting the kind of playing 
time we get, to play how 
we have been playing for 
a while, it’s definitely eas-
ier,” Bautista said. “The 
team didn’t deny us, they 
welcomed us like we wel-
comed them.”

Plenty of winning has 
followed.

Continued from Page 47

Gilvary

St. Mary’s guard Mei-
Lyn Bautista tries to 
dribble past a defender. 

Photo by Priyanka Katumuluwa

Mary Louis transfers enjoy star roles at St. Mary’s
then it hasn’t really come 
up.”

Wilson agreed with 
Marchesini, saying their 
attention has been on win-
ning games and playing 
well. It will remain that 
way even with Gilvary 
cleared and him in the 
gym.

“It’s always been 
about basketball,” Wilson 
said. “We just have to keep 
our mind focused.”

Must take delivery by 2/28/13. Tax, MV & dealer fees add’l. Prices/Payments incl all discounts/rebates. *Leases subj to lender approval. 10k mi/yr. 15¢ ea 
add’l mi (Altima 18¢ ea add’l mi). Total due at signing: $0. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. †Finance for 60 mos @ 4.9% APR w/
NMAC credit approval, $0 down payment. Artwork for illustration only. DMV Fac #1300328

Your Family Dealership Since 1967

Exceeding Your Expectations Every Day! 555 W. Merrick Rd., 
Valley Stream
On The Queens/Nassau Border 516-825-8700
GregorisNissan.com OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-9

COMMANDER IN SAVINGS!

NEW 
2013 NISSAN ROGUE SV

Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 4 @ this price. 
Stk #N13658. Model #12313, VIN 623662

FINANCE FORLEASE FOR
Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$0
Down

†$23,511$259* 

NEW 
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA S
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 5 @ this price. 

Stk #N13519. Model #13113. VIN 500468
LEASE FOR FINANCE FOR

Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$0
Down

†$21,179$229*

NEW 
2013 NISSAN MAXIMA SV

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD. 5 @ this price. 
Stk# N13300. Model #16213, VIN: 817576

Per Mo
39 Mos.
W/$0
Down

FINANCE FOR

$309
LEASE FOR

†$29,541
Endorsed Auto

Buying Program

Endorsed Dealer

*

THIS PRESIDENTS’ WEEK, GREGORIS IS YOUR

*

NEW 
2013 NISSAN SENTRA SR

Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 4 @ this price.
 Stk #N13608. Model #12313, VIN 665897

Per Mo
36 Mos.
W/$0
Down

FINANCE FOR

$209
LEASE FOR

†$17,814

$0 INITIAL 
PAYMENT* $0 DOWN 

PAYMENT* $0DRIVE-OFF
LEASE*
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.
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