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By Rich Bockmann

Dean Banks had been look-
ing for steady work for 10 years.

The 58-year-old from Spring-
field Gardens said since his crim-
inal record precluded him from 
finding viable work, the best he 

could do was selling bootleg T-
shirts outside concerts.

“You know, I tried getting 
jobs on my own while I was out 

there,” he said, explaining he 
refused to apply for public assis-
tance because he was ashamed. 
“But you know, sometimes you 
have to ask for help in order to get 
help.”

When Banks finally swal-
lowed his pride and asked for help 
from the city Human Resources 
Administration, he was referred 
to America Works, the job-place-
ment contractor that recently 
opened an office in downtown 
Jamaica.

Soon thereafter, the compa-
ny found him a job in New Jersey 
with a liquor distributor.

“Two weeks, two weeks it 
took the help I was looking for 
and found to get me a job,” he said 
last week at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the new office.

“It pays what it pays, but the 
most important thing is I’m self-
sufficient. I don’t have to ask no-
body for nothing,” he said. “And 
I love that fact because it makes 
me feel better as a man, makes me 
feel better as a human.”

America Works, which has 
several offices across the city, 

By Joe anuta

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) is launch-
ing a new public service 
campaign with media or-
ganizations and the 109th 
Precinct to encourage 
residents to help make the 
streets of Flushing safer 

and cleaner.
The campaign is set 

to kick off Friday, and for 
now is geared toward the 
downtown area’s largely 
Chinese-American popula-
tion.

“There are a lot of top-
ics we can talk about in 
downtown Flushing,” Koo 

said at his district office 
Tuesday, sitting alongside 
members of the NYPD, 
the Downtown Flushing 
Transit Hub Business Im-
provement District and the 
World Journal, a Chinese-
language daily newspaper. 
“We have a lot of prob-

By Joe anuta

Community Board 7 tabled a vote last week 
on whether to approve the proposed expansion 
of the United States Tennis Association’s facil-
ity in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, citing the 
need for more information, including how much 
money the association is willing to pump into 

By Rich Bockmann

The state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
has detected ground contamina-
tion underneath a Laurelton dry 
cleaner adjacent to IS/PS 270 and 
the St. Luke Baptist Church and 
said the potential exists for the 
contamination to affect the air 
quality inside the cleaner as well 
as possibly off-site.

At the end of January, the 
DEC identified the Purr-fect Dry 
Cleaners, at 232-17 Merrick Blvd., 
as an inactive hazardous-waste 
disposal site under the state Su-
perfund program, which identi-
fies and lays out a remediation 
plan for toxic spills. And while 
the department said the contami-
nation does not pose a significant 
public health threat, the DEC’s 
health assessment revealed the 
contamination could affect the 
air quality inside the cleaner.

“Volatile organic compounds 
in the groundwater may move into 
the soil vapor (air spaces within 
the soil), which in turn may move 

Community Bd. 7 wants USTA
to pay for adding parkland acre

Superfund site
found under

Laurelton biz

New Jamaica office delivers jobs
America Works finds employment for hard-to-place people facing long odds

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 12

Jaywalkers beware in Flushing

SinoVision reporter Dizhi Ge (front r.) 
shows a public service announcement 
her station created to the Flushing 
Business Improvement District’s Timothy 
Chuang (l.-r.), City Councilman Peter Koo 
and Capt. Tommy Ng. Photo by Joe Anuta

Happy New year

Members of LionDancerNY.com carry a giant dragon along Main Street during the annual Lunar New Year fes-
tivities in Flushing. See story on Page 3. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Make Middle Village Preparatory your choice!
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Consider a

Charter School

...where every child is our

Most Valuable Person

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

CK CAMPUS www.middlevillageprep.org

6802 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379

MVP is a 6-8 grade Middle School.
FREE, quality public Education.

A strong common core curriculum will include extended time
in mathematics and language arts instruction. 

All students are required to study Latin.

A longer school day with an extended school year.

Preference given to students living in School District 24.

  Applications for 6th Grade
     are due by April 1, 2013. 
Applications available     www.middlevillageprep.org    

LOTTERY WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 16, 2013 

Opening Day of MVP Charter School

for the 6th Grade is September 3, 2013
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A huge crowd turned 

out for the 17th annual Chi-
nese Lunar New Year Pa-
rade in Flushing Saturday 
as a vibrantly colored ar-
ray of dancers, musicians, 
floats and other revelers 
dazzled the throngs of spec-
tators ringing in the Year 
of the Snake. 

“It’s great to see our 
culture celebrated,” said 
12-year-old Hwang Times, 
of Great Neck, L.I., who had 
come to watch the parade 
with his mother, younger 
brother and friend. “Chi-
nese is more of a minor-
ity .... We’re usually so 
influenced by American 
culture.”

Hwang’s mother, 
Ying Ling Hwang, who is 
Taiwanese-born and immi-
grated to the United States 
in the early 1990s, said she 
makes the trek to Flushing 
for the parade every year 
and that the activity is a 
good learning opportunity 
for her children.

“They don’t know why 
we need to have that kind of 
celebration,” she said.

She said this year she 
used the Lunar New Year 
celebration to teach her kids 
about the legend of the Nian 
monster. As the story goes, 
Nian, who had the body of 
a bull and the head of lion, 
would attack and eat people 
at the end of winter when 
food was scarce, but vil-
lagers learned they could 
scare him off with the color 
red, fire and noise. And so 
the Lunar New Year cele-
bration began as a ritual to 
ward off Nian and welcome 
in spring.

She said she enjoyed 
the Lunar New Year cele-
bration in Flushing, which 
she said was even more 
boisterous than in Taiwan.

“The feelings are more 
strong here,” she said. “We 
are all so proud.”

Flushing is home to 
one of the city’s largest Chi-
nese and East Asian popu-
lations, surpassing even 
the number of Asians liv-
ing in Chinatown in Man-

hattan. The Lunar New 
Year, or Chinese New Year, 
is the most important Chi-
nese holiday and is usually 
celebrated on the second 
new moon after the winter 
solstice.

The parade started 
in late morning on Main 
Street at 37th Avenue, 
winding its way through 
the neighborhood’s streets. 
Many parade participants 
dressed in red and yellow, 
and some were donned in 
elaborate dragon or lion-
head costumes.

A number of local poli-
ticians also marched in the 
parade, including U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), state As-
semblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Flushing) and City 
Councilmen Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), among 
others. 

A spokeswoman with 
the 109th precinct said 
the parade was larger this 
year than last year. She 
estimated that 8,000 people 
marched in the parade and 
there were 4,000 specta-
tors.

Ying Ling said the pa-
rade was one of the largest 
she had been to in recent 
memory.

“This year is very big,” 
she said.

Thousands converged on 
Flushing for the annual Lunar 
New Year Parade. (Clockwise 
from top) Representatives 
of the Wing Chung Ip Chun 
Academy carry a dragon 
along Main Street; lion danc-
ers perform for restaurant go-
ers after the festivites; fire-
works explode to cap off the 
event on 39th Avenue; Henry 
Zheng is dressed in his fin-
est for the event; young-
sters imitate Psy’s “Gangnam 
Style” as they ride a float 
for the Murray Hill Merchant 
Association; and members 
of the Korean Traditional 
Music Association of America 
dance along the route. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Thousands celebrate Lunar New Year in Queens
Colorful parade snakes through downtown Flushing for Asian community’s most important holiday
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BY JOE ANUTA

A northeast Queens 
lawmaker stood up for the 
Whitestone owners of a pet 
pig named Petey Tuesday 
demanding the city legalize 
sow ownership.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) hopes to ensure 
the appearance at Little 
Bay Park was not Petey’s 
swine song, since the city 
Department of Health or-
dered the pig’s owners to 
“dispose” of the animal in 
early January.

Pigs are considered 
farm animals and are il-
legal to own under the de-
partment’s health codes, 
according to DOH. Avella 
wants the city to change the 
law, especially since it has 
more important things to 
worry about.

“I was shocked at the 
amount of enforcement by 
the city,” he said.

Avella said he has trou-
ble getting various depart-
ments to crack down on de-
velopers and construction 
companies that flaunt the 
law, but could not believe 
DOH has the time or the re-
sources to hound pig-own-
ing families like Petey’s 
owners, the Forgiones.

Avella said if the city 

is not willing to tweak the 
health code, he will seek to 
pass a law on the state level 
to give the creatures legal 
status in New York City 
homes.

The saga of their pet 
Petey began with a tragedy. 
Danielle Forgione’s brother 
died last spring and her 
father had been diagnosed 
with terminal brain cancer. 
To help the family cope, she 
and her husband decided to 
get a pet.

Since some of her chil-
dren are allergic to pet dan-
der, cats and dogs were not 
an option. Pigs, on the other 
hand, are hypoallergenic.

Initially her condo 
board approved of the idea, 
but after notices from the 
DOH in November and De-
cember, and the DOH’s or-
der to dispose of Petey in 
January, the board issued 
the family an eviction no-
tice.

Forgione is challeng-
ing the law and got a judge 
to grant her until July to 
find a new place to live since 
her children are fiercely at-
tached to the porker.

The family had been 
toying with the idea of mov-
ing to Suffolk County be-
fore the pig predicament, 
but now some of her kids 

offered to sell their toys to 
expedite their transition. 

“He’s like a brother to 
me,” said Joey Forgione, 
13. “If something happens 
to him, it’s going to happen 
to me.”

Pigs can live legally in 
many rural areas, includ-
ing places in Long Island, 
but they are illegal to keep 
in many East Coast cities. 
In Philadelphia, the are 
outright banned, but Bos-
ton takes a different ap-
proach.

There, ownership of 
the porkers is regulated by 
zoning. If a resident really 
wants to own a pig, he or 
she can apply for a zoning 
variance that the city may 
grant.

Nadine Darsanlal lives 
in College Point and said 
she has good reason to keep 
her pet pig Wilbur around. 
She is training it to be a 
therapy animal, which she 
could then take on tours to 
hospitals, for example, to 
cheer up ill patients. But 
she has also been issued 
notices of violation by the 
Health Department.

“They said they can 
take us to court,” Darsanlal 
said. “I would like this law 
to be amended.”

Whitestone pig fi ghts
exile beyond city limits

Petey the pig waddles around Little Bay Park during a rally to legalize his status as a New York City 
pet. Photo by Christina Santucci

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
64 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs 

to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

DAC

Accepting IN-HOUSE REGISTRATION at the following gym locations
(See person at scorer’s table)

CLUBHOUSE REGISTRATION
Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball, Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

21-04 202nd St, Bayside, NY 11360, Clearview Co-op Building 08 (Back Basement)

In-House Registration Wednesday Nights, February thru March 7pm-9pm

Register online at www.daconline.net.  All major credit cards accepted

    Online Baseball Registration Ends April 4th

PS 184Q  
Flushing Manor School

163-15 21st Road  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Thursdays 6:15-8:00pm
Saturday 9am-11:30am

JHS 185  
Edward Bleeker School  

147-26 25th Drive  
Flushing, NY 11354

Tuesday 6pm-8pm
Friday 6pm-8pm

JHS 194  
William H Carr School      

154-60 17th Avenue  
Whitestone, NY 11357

Saturday 9am-11:30am
 

Baseball Registration
Spring 2013 Season for all players 4-15 years old

A Proud Partner of 
THE NORTH EAST QUEENS 
BASEBALL ALLIANCE

Follow us on Facebook        and Twitter       “DAC Athletic Club”   
Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

                       

Tel: 347–252–1154

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in a co-op building 
at Hilltop Village in Hollis can 
breath easy in their apartments 
now that it has snuffed out ciga-
rettes and is completely smoke-
free.

“I wish they did the same 
where I live,” said Mindy Rodri-
guez, who lives in the neighbor-
hood and was walking her dog in 
front of Hilltop Village, at 87-50 
204th St. “I don’t like smoking 
to begin with and when I start 
thinking about possible fires, I 
really start to worry.”

Two organizations are work-
ing to tamp out that worry and 
extinguish smoking, making the 
borough healthier for smokers 
and non-smokers alike.

Representatives from North 
Shore-LIJ Health System and 
Queens Smoke Free Partner-
ship, a health  advocacy nonprofit 
funded through grants from the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and the state De-
partment of Health, are trying to 
clear the smoke from residential 

housing units in Queens by alert-
ing building owners to the heath 
and safety risks of smoking.

“Much of the air in apart-
ment buildings is shared among 
the residents,” said Yvette Buck-
ner-Jackson, the borough man-
ager for Queens Smoke Free Part-
nership. “This air travels through 

the unit through vents, cracks, 
outlets — it’s a huge issue.”

Nancy Copperman, director 
of community health for LIJ, has 
been working with YMCAs and 
other groups in Queens to limit 
the public’s exposure to second-
hand smoke. She said that health 
problems associated with smok-

ing do not stay within the walls of 
a smoker’s apartment.

“When you are exposed to 
cigarette smoke 24/7, there is an 
increased chance for asthma, 
respiratory infections and over 
time cancer and heart disease,” 
said Copperman. “We have 
banned smoking in restaurants, 
workplaces and parks, but where 
we live and spend the most time 
is where the most exposure oc-
curs.”

Buckner-Jackson cited two 
properties in Queens in particular 
that have eliminated smoking in 
apartment units — the properties 
include an apartment complex, at 
34-28 80th St. in Jackson Heights 
as well as the co-op in Hollis. In 
these two instances, the smoke-
free advocates said building own-
ers were receptive, though that is 
not always the case.

“There’s about a 50/50 chance 
we’ll be turned away,” said Cop-
perman , adding that they are try-
ing to push for smoke-free units 
in Bayside, Astoria, Glendale and 
Forest Hills.

Copperman said there is 

some push back from people who 
say banning smoking in people’s 
homes is a violation of personal 
rights, but she went on to say that 
this is different than a ban on 
sugary drinks and trans fats be-
cause smoking affects more than 
just the user.

“It’s more of a violation of the 
rights of people around the smok-
er,” she said, adding that policing 
a smoking ban is akin to the mon-
itoring of noise complaints.

Buckner-Jackson said she 
believes education has been key 
in the decrease of public smoking 
and hopes more education will 
lead to a decrease in residential 
smoking as well.

“The smoking numbers have 
declined and I truly believe that 
most smokers want to quit,” she 
said. “They need education and 
they need to know there are treat-
ments out there. No one has to 
quit cold turkey anymore.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Hilltop Village in Hollis is one of only a handful of housing units in Queens to of-
fer smoke-free apartment complexes. Photo by Steve Mosco

Where your money works
as hard as you do.

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgages

www.qsidefcu.orgFederally Insured by NCUA
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
State Sen. Malcolm 

Smith (D-Hollis) received 
more than 86,000 votes in 
November, which was more 
than enough to secure him 
another term in office con-
sidering the fact he ran un-
opposed in 2012.

But the lack of competi-
tion did not stop the senator 
from spending more than 
$100,000 worth of donor’s 
dollars last year on miscel-
laneous campaign expens-
es, including travel, meals 
and hotel stays, according 
to state finance records.

Lodging in cities such 
as Philadelphia and West 
Palm Beach, Fla., meals at 
swanky Manhattan restau-
rants and tens of thousands 
of dollars spent on airfare 
are just some of the items 
that showed up on the po-
litical heavyweight’s finan-
cial disclosure forms.

In all the categories 
specified by the state Cam-
paign Finance Board, Smith 
spent a total of $270,000 
throughout the year, with 
a little more than $6,000 
as listed going to printing 
costs and another $105,000 
for professional services.

In the “other” catego-
ry, the southeast Queens 
politician spent $110,088 
on expenses such as $1,270 
billed to the Hilton Hotel 
in West Palm beach, $175 
for a meeting at an Italian 
restaurant in Tampa and 

thousands in payments to 
American Airlines and Jet 
Blue.

Smith also document-
ed nearly $30,000 in fund-
raising expenses, including 
$23,378 for an annual golf 
outing at the Cold Springs 
Country Club in Hunting-
ton, L.I.

A spokeswoman for 
Smith declined to comment 
on his expenditures beyond 
the golf outing and a car ex-

pense.
Dick Dadey, executive 

director of the watchdog 
group Citizens Union, said 
the state’s campaign-fi-
nance program gives can-
didates a vast amount of 
leeway when it comes to de-
fining a campaign-related 
expense.

“Technically, they 
cannot be used for personal 
uses. You can use these 
funds to assist you in the 

role as an elected official,” 
he said. “It kind of leaves it 
up to the discretion of the 
elected official on what’s 
appropriate and what’s 
not.”

The state Board of 
Elections, Dadey added, 
spends more time running 
elections and voting than it 
does watching over political 
campaigns, and the whole 
program is essentially run 
on the honor system.

“If you take a friend 
out to dinner, you can claim 
it as a campaign expense as 
long as you talk politics, 
even if it’s really more of a 
personal nature,” he said.

Bills have been intro-
duced previously to place 
more restrictions on the 
use of funds, but Dadey 
said it would ultimately be 
up to the lawmakers who 
may benefit from the lax 
oversight to approve such 
measures.

“The state Legislature 
would have to give the state 
Board of Elections more 
teeth,” he said. “This is the 
problem. The state Legisla-
ture is not going to entrust 
a body that oversees it with 
more power.”

Smith joined a group 
of Democrats late last year 
who entered into a power-
sharing agreement with 
state Senate Republicans, 
effectively shutting the 
Democratic Party’s leader-
ship of out Albany’s new 
coalition government.

BY REBECCA HENELY

At a time when homo-
sexuality was considered a 
crime and a mental illness, 
Flushing native Jeanne 
Manford’s message of love 
for her gay son grew into 
one of the biggest LGBT-
advocacy groups in the 
country.

Manford, who died 
Jan. 8 at the age of 92, post-
humously received the 
2012 Presidential Citizens 
Medal Friday for found-
ing PFLAG, an activist 
group made up primarily 
of straight family members 
and allies of LGBT people, 
from President Barack 
Obama.

“I could think of no 
person more deserving of 
this honor than my friend, 
Jeanne Manford,” said City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) in a 
statement.

Obama presented the 
award to Manford’s daugh-
ter, Suzanne Swan, Friday. 
She was one of 18 to receive 
the award this year.

“For insisting that 
equality knows no bounds 
of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, the United 
States honors Jeanne Man-
ford,” he said.

Manford’s activism 
started after her gay son, 
Morty, was assaulted while 
handing out fliers in Man-
hattan in 1972. She wrote 
to the New York Post decry-
ing the NYPD’s refusal to 
take the assault seriously, 

saying “my son is a homo-
sexual, and I love him.”

“No matter who her 
son was — no matter who 
he loved — she loved him 
and wouldn’t put up with 
this kind of nonsense,” 
Obama said. “And in that 
simple act, she inspired a 
movement and gave rise 
to a national organization 
that has given so much sup-
port to parents and families 
and friends and helped to 
change this country.”

Morty Manford, who 
had previously witnessed 
the Stonewall raid, had 
been an activist before the 
attack. He worked as a state 
assistant attorney general 
before his death from AIDS 
in 1992.

 Jeanne Manford 
marched with her son in 
the 1972 New York City Gay 
Pride Parade. The gay and 
lesbian people who request-
ed that she talk to their 
own parents inspired her 
to create a support group. 
Similar support groups for 
parents of gay and lesbian 
children became PFLAG 
in the 1980s, which opened 
its first office in 1981 in Los 
Angeles before moving its 
headquarters to Denver in 
1987. Today, it has about 
200,000 members and affili-
ates in 350 neighborhoods.

Before moving away 
from the city, eventually to 
settle in Daly City, Calif., 
Jeanne Manford was also 
known for her activism 
at home. She founded the 
Queens chapter of PFLAG 

Sen. Malcolm Smith used his campaign funds on travel, hotels and 
dining, financial disclosure forms show.

Qns LGBT activist 
honored by Obama

Campaign funded travel, food
Sen. Malcolm Smith spent donor dollars at restaurants, hotels
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cleared in Polanco slay
BY REBECCA HENELY

Corona resident Ceci-
lia Reyes, whose 22-year-
old son Noel Polanco was 
fatally shot by an NYPD de-
tective during a traffic stop, 
said she was devastated 
after a Queens grand jury 
decided against formally 
charging the officer.

“I’m angry. I’m hurt,” 
Reyes said at a news con-
ference in Harlem with the 
Rev. Al Sharpton’s Nation-
al Action Network. “They 
didn’t do the justice that 
they needed to do for my 
son.”

Polanco, a member 
of the National Guard Re-
serves, worked at the Para-
gon Honda in Woodside and 
made hookahs.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown an-
nounced the grand jury’s 
decision last week. A mem-
ber of the NYPD Emergency 
Service Unit Apprehension 
Team, Hamdy was one of 
several officers in two un-
marked vans driving in the 
center lane eastbound on 
the Grand Central Parkway 
Oct. 4 at 5:15 a.m. when Po-
lanco was seen in his black 
2012 Honda Fit Hybrid near 
Exit 7 in East Elmhurst, the 
NYPD said.

Officers said they saw 
Polanco driving erratically 
in the right lane, cutting 
between the vans, tailgat-
ing another vehicle in the 
left lane, then cutting back 
in-between the vans to the 
right lane, police said.

Philip Karasyk, the 
attorney for Hamdy, said 
that after Polanco was 
pulled over, Hamdy saw 
Polanco reaching for some-
thing and shot him in the 
stomach, believing it to be 
a weapon. One of the two 
passengers in the car, Di-
ane DeFerrari, told report-
ers Polanco kept his hands 
on the steering wheel. The 
other passenger, off-duty 
Officer Vanessa Rodriguez, 
was sleeping at the time.

No weapon was found 
in the car, the DA said. Po-

lanco died shortly after be-
ing shot at New York Hospi-
tal Queens in Flushing.

Karasyk said officers 
operate on a scale of esca-
lating threat. He said Po-
lanco at first refused to pull 
over after driving errati-
cally, had to be boxed in by 
the two vans, then did not 
show his hands when asked 
twice, each of which raised 
the threat level.

“The police officer is 
not required to see the glint 
of steel before he fires,” 
Karasyk said.

He said Hamdy was 
extremely relieved by the 
jury’s decision.

“No police officer ever 
wants to be faced with such 
a life or death, split-second 
decision. It stays with them 
forever,” he said. “[Hamdy] 
once again extends his sin-
cere condolences to the Po-
lanco family.”

Reyes broke down sob-
bing multiple times dur-
ing the news conference. 

She called Hamdy a “mur-
derer” and she was deter-
mined to continue to fight 
for her son.

“It’s not fair for anyone 
to say that it was OK for him 
to get shot and there was no 
weapon,” Reyes said.

Robert Mijuca, a part-
ner in the Brooklyn firm 
of Rubenstein & Rynecki, 
which is representing 
Reyes, said they are pro-
ceeding with a civil suit 
against Hamdy and are 
calling on U.S. Attorney Lo-
retta Lynch to investigate 
the shooting for any civil 
rights violations.

He said he is also call-
ing upon Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo to create an independent 
agency to deal with allega-
tions of police misconduct 
instead of the local district 
attorneys, who have a rela-
tionship with the police.

“We’re going to con-
tinue our quest,” Mijuca 
said. “This is just a small 
obstacle in our way.”

A jury decided not to charge NYPD Detective Hassan Hamdy after 
he shot unarmed National Guardsman Noel Polanco during a traf-
fic stop. Hamdy expressed condolences to Polanco’s family. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org
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SHABBAT SERVICE each Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow.
Services will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 22

INFORMAL WORSHIP AND TORAH STUDY each Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.

Others to be announced.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013 CLASSES AND EVENTS
Thurs., Feb. 21 & 28 Adult Hebrew II Class ...........7:30 p.m.
 with Cantor Steven Pearlston

Sun., Feb. 24 Children’s Hebrew Class .....9:30 a.m.
 Family Education .................10:30 a.m.

Wed., Feb. 27 Lunch & Learn .................... 12:00 noon
 with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Sun., Mar. 3 Lunch & A Movie ............ 12:00 noon

Lunch and a Slide Show:  Jews on the Silk Road 
Uzbekistan was the center of world commerce 1,000 years ago, and 
where there was commerce, there were Jews.
Cost for Members: Non-members:  $7 lunch/fi lm

Please call 718-961-0030 to register for classes.
Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

PURIM CELEBRATION  
Be Ready For Lots of Fun!

Megillah Reading .................. Fri., Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. 

Purim Carnival ..................... Sun., Feb. 24 at 2 p.m. 
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Sunnysider Ciaran 
Staunton has raised the 
banner for numerous 
causes over the years, but 
his battle to eliminate sep-
sis, which his 12-year-old 
son Rory died of last year, 
has been the most difficult 
for him.

“It’s much easier when 
you’re doing it for someone 
else,” Staunton said. “It’s 
harder when you say it’s be-

cause your son died.”
At the end of March, 

Rory fell in the gym at his 
school and cut his arm. 
When the cut turned into 
pain in the leg and vomit-
ing, Ciaran Staunton and 
his wife Orlaith took their 
son to their pediatrician, 
who recommended Rory go 
to NYU Langone Medical 
Center in Manhattan for re-
hydration. The hospital re-
hydrated Rory and released 
him, but blood tests — un-

seen by the doctor and not 
complete until after Rory’s 
release — revealed a darker 
story.

“Everything in his 
stats said, ‘This child is se-
riously ill,’” Ciaran Staun-
ton said.

Rory’s condition 
quickly worsened, with 
blotches appearing on his 
body. The pediatrician sent 
him back to the hospital, 
where he was put into the 
intensive care unit. The 

doctors attempted to revive 
Rory three times before he 
died April 1.

“I never heard of sep-
sis until my son was dead,” 
Ciaran Staunton said.

Sepsis is a medical 
condition in which an in-
fection causes a reaction 
in the immune system that 
leads to full-body inflam-
mation. This inflammation 
can cause the blood to clot, 
reducing blood flow to the 
limbs and internal organs 

and leading to organ fail-
ure. While the condition 
can be caused by something 
as simple as a cut or a bug 
bite, it can be cured with 
antibiotics if quick action is 
taken. Despite this, sepsis 
is the worldwide pediatric 
killer and kills more people 
in the United States in one 
year than AIDS, prostate 
cancer and breast cancer 
combined.

Sepsis is character-
ized by a high temperature, 
high pulse rate, low blood 
pressure, chills, confusion, 
light-headedness and skin 
mottling.

As the co-founder of 
the Irish Lobby for Immi-
gration Reform, Ciaran 
Staunton has argued on be-
half of undocumented Irish 
immigrants, and as the 
owner of the Molly Bloom’s 
pub on Queens Boulevard, 
he has helped fellow busi-
ness start-ups to find land-
lords and replace their iron 
gates. Shortly after same-
sex marriage was passed 
in New York state, he held 
a raffle for a free reception 
for a same-sex couple at his 
pub.

In his brief life, Rory 
followed in his dad’s foot-
steps. He led a campaign 
at his school to stop his 
fellow students from using 
the word “retarded” and 
wrote a letter, unsent at the 
time of his death, to North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong-
un asking why the country 
had such a large army but 
starving people.

“If one of us had died of 
sepsis, Rory would be here 
doing the interview,” Cia-
ran Staunton said.

In the summer, Cia-
ran Staunton met with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and state 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Nirav Shah. Through pool-
ing input from New York 
hospitals and sepsis ex-
perts around the country, 
Shah oversaw the develop-
ment of new standards to 
improve the hospital sys-
tem’s response to sepsis, 
facilitating quick diagnosis 
and treatment.

Under the new stan-
dards, called “Rory’s 
Regulations,” hospitals 
will adopt protocols for 

early screening of sepsis, 
a process to identify and 
document the individuals 
ready for treatment, and 
guidelines for early deliv-
ery of antibiotics. Another 
set of regulations is aimed 
at improving the flow of 
information from the hos-
pital labs to the care pro-
viders when taking tests, 
as well as between parents 
and guardians of pediatric 
patients, among other poli-
cies to better serve pediat-
ric patients.

These standards were 
announced via an execu-
tive order from Cuomo and 
will go into effect June 1.

While some states have 
shown interest in adopting 
similar sepsis standards, 
Ciaran Staunton is work-
ing to get the condition ad-
dressed as a national issue. 
Both U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) and 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) knew Rory and 
Ciaran Staunton is hoping 
they can bring attention to 
the issue.

Ciaran Staunton said 
as a result of news stories 
about Rory’s death, parents 
have written to him telling 
him how the stories made 
them realize their child 
had sepsis and saved them. 
While he is grateful, Ciaran 
Staunton said he, his wife 
and Rory’s now 11-year-old 
sister Kathleen still deeply 
feel their loss.

“Kathleen said, ‘It’s a 
pity someone hadn’t done 
that for Rory,’” Ciaran 
Staunton said.

Ciaran Staunton (l.) stands 
with his son Rory, who 
died of sepsis at age 12. 

Photo courtesy Ciaran Staunton

Sunnysider fi ghts sepsis deaths after losing his son
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9Main drag in Broad Channel gets an overdue clean up

The Doe Fund sweeps through debris-fi lled Cross Bay Blvd. in beautifi cation effort following storm
BY STEVE MOSCO

Like an uninvited 
guest, Hurricane Sandy left 
a messy trail for Queens to 
clean up.

A garbage-strewn 
stretch of Cross Bay Bou-
levard, cutting through 
Broad Channel south of 
the Joseph P. Addabbo Me-
morial Bridge, is getting a 
sweeping makeover from 
the Doe Fund, a nonprofit 
helping formerly homeless 
men and women return to 
society.

The clean-up effort, 
which officially began last 
week, will beautify 1.2 
miles of grassy side road 
from the foot of the bridge 
to the American Legion 
Post 1404 in Broad Chan-
nel. Workers, dedicated to 
the task, will pick up road-
side trash and load it into 
city Sanitation Department 
trucks.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) was 
on hand with representa-
tives from the Doe Fund 
and community members 
to officially commence the 
cleaning.

“This is a job that is 
too big for volunteers or a 
group of Boy Scouts, and 
also too dangerous,” said 
Ulrich, as Cross Bay Boule-
vard traffic buzzed close to 
the curb. “This is the gate-
way to one of the country’s 
greatest estuaries and right 
now it looks like a dumping 
ground.”

Ulrich said he reached 
out to Doe Fund Chairman 
George McDonald weeks 
ago, seeking assistance 
with the clean-up effort.

This is not the Doe 
Fund’s first foray into 
cleaning up sections of the 
city affected by the super-
storm’s surge. The organi-
zation’s blue-suited workers 

already have swept through 
Staten Island, Coney Island 
and the Rockaways, remov-
ing debris that had collect-
ed on roadsides in Sandy’s 
wake.

“We will have nine 
men working until the job 
is done,” said McDonald, 

when asked how long the 
cleanup would take. “It’s 
on behalf of all the citizens 
of New York that we come 
here and help clean up.”

And the citizens of 
Broad Channel and the 
Rockaways need to see a 
clean stretch of road as 

they drive onto the penin-
sula, Ulrich said. The coun-
cilman said the area is a 
source of pride and seeing 
it cleaned up would mean a 
lot for morale.

“This is their home 
and they are still dealing 
with issues related to Hur-

ricane Sandy,” said Ulrich, 
who said the late October 
storm devastated the area. 
“And these workers are 
going to help restore pride 
and dignity to this area.”

The clean-up project 
is being entirely funded by 
the Doe Fund, which works 
to give homeless men and 
women a second chance by 
training them for employ-
ment and helping them 
achieve independence and 
self-sufficiency.

McDonald said the 
cleanup project is a human-
itarian effort rewarding 
the city and members of the 
Doe Fund at the same time.

“We are thrilled to be 
able to give back,” he said. 
“I know this partnership 
is going to do great things 
for this community and I 
thank Council member Ul-
rich for thinking of us.”

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (c.) stands with members of the community, the city Sanitation Department 
and the Doe Fund to begin the cleanup of Cross Bay Boulevard. Photo by Steve Mosco

124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
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61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village
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Huntley associates plead 
guilty in non-profit scam

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Staffers at a fake non-
profit funded with taxpayer 
dollars by former state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley agreed 
Wednesday to pay back 
nearly $30,000 they stole 
from the state after the dis-
graced lawmaker pleaded 
guilty last week to covering 
up the scheme, authorities 
said.

Patricia Savage, a 
former aide to Huntley 
and treasurer of the Par-
ent Workshop, and Lynn 
Smith, Huntley’s niece, 
pleaded guilty in Nassau 
County Supreme Court to 
attempted grand larceny, 
according to state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man and state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli, who 
jointly announced Hunt-
ley’s indictment on fraud 
charges in August.

The authorities had 
claimed that Huntley pro-
vided false documenta-
tion vouching that Parent 
Workshop had conducted 
outreach programs to par-
ents that never actually 
happened.

In the meantime, fed-

eral prosecutors had built a 
similar case against Hunt-
ley involving a different 
nonprofit, the Parent Infor-
mation Network, and after 
she pleaded guilty to mail 
fraud charges in Brook-
lyn federal court in Janu-
ary, the former southeast 
Queens lawmaker reached 
a deal on her state charges 
and admitted to covering 
up Savage’s and Lynn’s 
theft.

Savage and Smith have 
agreed to pay $29,950 in res-
titution and each face up 
to five years’ probation at 
their sentencing, which is 
scheduled for March 27.

“As a result of our in-
vestigation, the taxpayers 
of this state will be fully re-
imbursed for the money sto-
len through this scheme,” 
Schneiderman said. “There 
are no excuses for public of-
ficials and their associates 
who game the system to 
line their pockets, and then 
engage in a brazen cover-up 
when their crimes are ex-
posed. My office’s partner-
ship with the comptroller 
is designed to combat such 
corruption, and we will 
continue to work tirelessly 
to protect every penny of 

taxpayer money during 
these challenging econom-
ic times.”

A third co-defendant, 
David Gantt, pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to falsifying 
business records in order 
to cover up the theft. He fac-
es a conditional discharge 
when sentenced March 29.

Huntley, who agreed 
to repay $87,000 stolen from 
Parent Information Net-
work, faces 18 months to 
24 months in prison on her 
federal mail fraud charge 
when she is sentenced 
April 4.

In exchange for her 
felony guilty plea, state 
prosecutors recommended 
Huntley receive five years 
probation when she is sen-
tenced in Nassau court 
March 29.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Patricia Savage (l.) and Lynn Smith have admitted to stealing taxpayer dollars from a do-nothing non-
profit. Photos courtesy state attorney general’s office
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11Bayside black belt school honors memory of Joe Lupo

Beloved restaurateur’s son remembers the man who helped make martial arts school possible
BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
The room was packed 

at Bayside’s New York 
Black Belt Center Saturday 
as students, friends and 
family of restaurateur Jo-
seph Lupo Sr. gathered to 
commemorate his life and 
celebrate the opening of the 
martial arts school that he 
helped make possible.

Although Lupo Sr. died 
Sept. 22 at the age of 64 , it 
was clear throughout the 
evening his memory would 
live on in the new studio, 
at 216-03 Horace Harding 
Expwy.

“Everything I do here 
is for him. Everything,” 
said Joe Lupo Jr., who 
opened the school a month 
ago, moving from his previ-
ous location in Whitestone.

Lupo Jr. said that after 
his father died, he knew 
Whitestone, where he had 
been for nearly three years, 

was not for him anymore. 
About a week after Lupo 
Sr.’s funeral, Lupo Jr. said 
he went to renew the lease 
at his family’s restaurant, 
L’Italiano Trattoria, at 216-
01 Horace Harding Expwy. 

And to his surprise the 
landlord also delivered him 
a lease for the space right 
next door.

“My father made the 
lease to this place and I had 
no idea,” he said. “He built 

this place for me.”
Lupo Jr. said he was 

worried that when he 
moved to Bayside, he would 
lose some of his 150 stu-
dents, but that turned out 
not to be the case.

“All of my students 
followed me,” he said, add-
ing that some additional 
students have even signed 
up. “It’s been a blessing 
because I know my father’s 
helping me from above.”

Both the elder and 
younger Lupo have long 
been known in the borough 
for teaching taekwondo, 
with one black belt student 
at Saturday’s event saying 
he first started studying 
with the family more than 
a decade ago when he was 
3.

“The best thing about 
the school is the fact that 
we are so family-oriented,” 
said the student, Kevin Kel-
ly. “Everybody knows each 
other.”

Lupo Jr. learned tae-
kwondo from Lupo Sr., who 
earned his own black belt 
from Grandmaster Moon 
Sung Lee, who was one of 
the first people to open a 

taekwondo school in New 
York.

Lee, along with Com-
munity Board 11 Chairman 
Jerry Iannece, Bayside 
Hills Civic Association 
President Michael Feiner 
and others, were also pres-
ent at Saturday’s event, 
which featured demonstra-
tions of taekwondo tech-
niques. Younger students 
were enraptured as they 
watched the older black 
belt students break wooden 
boards with strikes from 
their hands and feet.

Lupo Jr. said every-
thing at the school, right 
down to the emblem and 
the pictures on the wall, 
are dedicated to Lupo Sr.

“It was always me and 
my father’s dream to have 
a school together,” Lupo Jr. 
said. “And this is how our 
dream came true.”

Black belt students at the New York Black Belt Center in Bayside demonstrate wood breaking at a 
ceremony Saturday celebrating the opening of the school and honoring Joe Lupo, Sr. 

Photo by Karen Frantz
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lems.”
To jump-start the cam-

paign, Koo asked another 
Chinese-language news 
outlet, the television sta-
tion SinoVision, to produce 
several public service an-
nouncements that will soon 
hit the airwaves.

In one of the videos, 
Koo can be seen talking 
about jaywalking. Other 
short segments will address 
texting while driving, traf-
fic lights and speeding, for 
example.

But Koo hopes that 

other media organizations 
will soon join him in try-
ing to educate the public. 
The World Journal, for 
instance, will allocate a 
portion of its paper to peri-
odically covering the cam-
paign, according to Marco 
Liu, an executive editor at 
the paper.

The first subject Koo 
wants to tackle is jaywalk-
ing. Any driver who has 
braved the downtown 
streets knows that the 
stream of pedestrians 
crossing the road does not 
necessarily stop once the 
crosswalk flashes red.

The 109th Precinct 
also hopes to help raise 
awareness by passing out 

fliers at busy intersections, 
like Roosevelt Avenue and 
Main Street.

Some of the fliers were 
printed by the Flushing 
BID in both English and 
Chinese and warned pedes-
trians that jaywalking can 
result in a fine and a trip to 
court. One of the handouts 
suggests activities that 
can be purchased with the 
money that could be saved 
by avoiding a ticket.

Capt. Tommy Ng, exec-
utive officer at the precinct, 
said cops ticket jaywalkers 
if they are flagrantly walk-
ing out in front of traffic, 
but that a summons-blitz 
will not be part of the cam-
paign, since it would in-

volve extensive manpower 
and likely sour relations 
with the community.

That promise does not 
hold for some of the other 
problems the group wants 
to address.

After alerting the pub-
lic about the rules govern-
ing double parking, for in-
stance, the 109th will ramp 
up enforcement in an effort 
to alleviate the congestion 
and chaos that has long typ-
ified the downtown area, 
whose roadways are full of 
cars, buses and commut-
ers trying to catch the No. 
7 train or the Long Island 

into overlying buildings 
and affect the indoor air 
quality,” the assessment 
read. “The potential exists 
for site occupants within 
the dry cleaner to inhale 
site contaminants based 
on sub-slab soil vapor sam-
ples.”

The DEC said it will 
need to conduct an evalua-
tion of the potential for soil 
vapor to spread offsite, but 
did not elaborate on how far 
it might possibly stretch.

The owner of the dry 
cleaner, Mi Young Yi, could 
not be reached for comment. 
Yi purchased the property 
in early 2012, and the DEC 
said it was at that time that 
a consultant investigating 
the site notified the depart-
ment of chlorinated sol-
vents in the ground.

The DEC later found 
concerning levels of Tet-
rachloroethene and other 
compounds associated with 
fuel oil in on-site ground-
water.

The next step is for 
the DEC, along with the 
Department of Health, to 
conduct an investigation 
to discover the full nature 
and extent of the contami-
nation.

Once the departments 
come up with a proposed 
plan to clean up the site, 
the public will be invited to 
weigh in.

The DEC has 97 clean-
up sites around the bor-
ough, mostly in Long Is-
land City.

The department said 
the contamination does not 
pose a threat to drinking 
water since residents get 
their water from the city’s 
upstate water supply and 
not through wells.

The city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion is considering opening 
closed wells in southeast 
Queens in 2018 when one 
of the upstate aqueducts 
that carries water to the 
city will be shut down for 
repairs.

improvements within the 
greenspace.

Many on the board, 
including Vice Chairman 
Charles Apelian, wanted 
to see how much money the 
association would be will-
ing to provide for upkeep 
at the park in exchange for 
the city giving less than 
an acre of land to the com-
pany.

The USTA is proposing 
to expand its Billie Jean 
King Tennis Center by less 
than an acre to accommo-
date moving its Grandstand 
stadium to another location 
in the center, though the 
project entails relocating a 
road onto green space. The 
USTA also wants to reno-
vate the Louis Armstrong 
Stadium as part of the plan 
and shift the location of 
practice courts to allow for 
greater pedestrian move-
ment.

The USTA contends 
the parkland they want to 
acquire is an unused as-
phalt strip that acts as a 
Flushing Meadows interior 
roadway.

The city Parks Depart-
ment said the parkland 
proposed for the expansion 
would not be replaced, but 
rather the USTA would 
fund improvements in 
Flushing Meadows.

“If you want any 
chance of an approval, 
you’re going to have to show 
dollars and cents,” Apelian 

said last week.
He and others on the 

board floated the idea of not 
only establishing a capital 
fund to pay for improve-
ments, but also money set 
aside to pay for upkeep at 
the park. Apelian suggested 
establishing a trust where 
the USTA can keep the 
maintenance cash, since 
the money the association 
currently pays the city goes 
into the general fund and is 
not specifically directed at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Other board members 
wanted to ensure that more 
residents from the area 
surrounding the center got 
annual jobs during the US 
Open, and floated the idea 
of rate discounts  for people 
in nearby ZIP codes who 
want to play on the courts.

In a sometimes heated 
exchange between the de-
velopers and the board, 
Zausner repeatedly ex-
plained that the updates 
are needed to maintain the 
facility.

“We are doing this out 
of necessity,” he said, say-
ing that the stadiums had 
outlived their useful lives.

Zausner also touted the 
hundreds of programs the 
center offers throughout 
the year that serve about 
100,000 people, 42 percent 
of which are from Queens, 
and that fact that the cen-
ter serves as home court 
for more than 70 area high 
schools and colleges.

But some board mem-
bers, including Phil Konigs-
berg, did not buy USTA’s 
reasons to expand.

And a contingent of 

activists who are opposed 
to giving away parkland for 
private gain were also at 
the meeting.

“I sincerely hope this 
isn’t turning into ‘Let’s 
Make a Deal,’” said Geof-
frey Croft, head of New 
York City Park Advocates. 
“It would set a horrific 
precedent.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is also opposed 
to all further development 
on the park, including a 
planned 13-acre soccer 
stadium and a 1.4-million-
square-foot mall, and 
announced Tuesday he 
encouraged the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission to review the park 
for a landmark designa-
tion, which could stymie 
development initiatives in 
the green space.

including one in Far Rock-
away, receives city and fed-
eral contracts to help find 
jobs for hard-to-place indi-
viduals, such as those on 
public assistance, military 
veterans, youths aging out 
of foster care and people 
living with HIV/AIDS.

The company found 
jobs for 85,000 people last 
year, making it the highest-
performing of HRA’s six 
contractors, and has set 
a goal of increasing that 
number by 3.5 percent in 
2012.

Chief Executive Offi-
cer Lee Bowes said the com-
pany has a list of 7,000 em-
ployers in the metro area.

“One employer has 
hired 40 people from us al-
ready, which is amazing,” 
she said.

The company helps job 
seekers with résumés and 
interview skills and sets 
them up with employers, 
but goes far beyond.

Bowes said America 
Works provides free Met-
roCards for a few months, 
can help find housing and 
provides clothing.

And the partnership 
with Cornell University   
provides substance abuse 
counseling.

 David Perez, who runs 
a security firm, said he 
likes hiring from America 
Works because the compa-
ny does pre-screening.

“They pretty much do 
all the footwork for you,” he 
said. “It makes the hiring 
process go a lot smoother.”

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
helped cut the ribbon on the 
new office, at 88-11 165th St., 
and said the company will 
be receiving many refer-
rals from his office.

“It sounds to me even 
more than putting them on 
a working path it’s chang-
ing their mindset to a mind-
set of success,” he said.

The USTA hopes to relocate its Grandstand Stadium to the southern corner of the park, seen in its 
proposed location in this rendering (bottom l.), rebuild the Louis Armstrong Stadium (top r.) and shift 
a line of practice courts farther to the bottom. Image courtesy USTA
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The number of stu-
dents arrested in Queens 
public schools during the 
last three months of 2012 
dropped 41 percent, al-
though minority students 
in the southern part of the 
borough continued to ac-
count for the majority of 
the arrests, city Police De-
partment records showed.

From Oct. 1 through 
Dec. 31, police arrested 24 
students in Queens schools, 
according to NYPD data 
provided to the City Coun-
cil under the Student Safe-
ty Act. During that same 
time period in 2011 — the 
first year for which the de-
partment was required to 
report the data — police ar-
rested 41 students.

Most of the charges 
were for misdemeanor as-
saults and resisting arrest, 
though three students were 
charged with bringing a 
firearm to school.

Arrests were down 
49 percent citywide, but 
part of that decrease could 
be attributable to fewer 
school days as a result of 
Superstorm Sandy. And 
while groups critical of the 
practice  of having NYPD 
officers patrolling schools 
have applauded the new fig-
ures, they still decried the 

fact that black and Latino 
males figured dispropor-
tionately in the arrests.

Of the borough’s 24 
arrests, 20 came from the 
NYPD’s Patrol Borough 
Queens South, with black 
and Hispanic males ac-
counting for the lion’s 
share.

“The numbers seem 
less than what we as young 
people experience in real-
ity with cops in schools,” 
said 15-year-old Manny 
Yusuf, a youth leader with 
the Jackson Heights-based 
group Desis Rising Up and 
Moving.

“But it’s still the same 
things — youth of color are 
still policed in schools just 
like we’re being policed in 
the streets through stop-
and-frisk policies,” she add-
ed. “We need restorative 
justice, counselors, men-
tors, peer mediators to be 
there for us, not cops who 
are going to arrest us.”

The Dignity in Schools 
Campaign, a coalition of 
civil liberties groups in-
cluding the New York Civil 
Liberties Union, said the 
city Department of Edu-
cation should be focusing 
more on preventative mea-
sures rather than heavy-
handed disciplinary poli-
cies.

“Parents, teachers and 

everyone who has been 
ringing the alarm bell over 
the criminalization of our 
youth should be proud of 
the significant decline in 
arrests and summonses 
issued in our schools, and 
the Department of Educa-
tion should be commended 
for this important step in 
the right direction,” said 
NYCLU Executive Direc-
tor Donna Lieberman. “But 
there is still a lot more work 
to do. If the Bloomberg 
administration is serious 
about helping young men 
of color succeed, it must ad-
dress the fact that too many 
children are still coming 
into contact with the crimi-
nal justice system when 
they should be getting an 
education, and that youth 
of color are still getting dis-
proportionately targeted by 
the police. Our school re-
sources should be focused 
on educating children, not 
arresting them.”

The coalition said 
there are more than 5,100 
school safety officers in 
city schools, but only 3,200 
guidance counselors.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Student arrests drop 
41 percent in Queens

Manny Yusuf (r.), 15, believes schools need fewer cops and more mentors and counselors in order for 
school crime rates to decline.

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm Saturday 4pm- 12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

We accept all major credit cards

Jimmy’s Trattoria 

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 
Italian Cuisine

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

*Other Sizes Available from 1 1/2 to 4 lbs ea.

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $33F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
2/28/13

$2400
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
2/28/13
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 


