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Northeast Queens biz in transition
Staples store splits from Little Neck while Ceriello deli ditches Douglaston

BY PHIL CORSO

Business has been better in 
Little Neck and Douglaston, shop 
owners along Northern Boule-
vard say.

And with the latest news of 
Staples’ and nearby Ceriello Fine 
Foods’ recent decision to split out 
of town, residents in the area said 
they could not help but think, 
“Here we go again.”

Over recent weeks, Ceriello’s 
Douglaston store, at 44-35 Doug-
laston Pkwy., saw its last days 
and added another shop to the list 
of local business has-beens. The 
name still lives on in other shops 
around the area, including Nas-
sau County and Manhattan, and 
has become known for its Italian 
cuisine, Ceriello said.

A spokeswoman for Staples 
confirmed the store’s closure but 
could not delve into reasons why.

At Ceriello’s, a spokesman 
said the Little Neck location was 
not making enough money to sus-
tain itself when compared to the 
other locations in nearby Nassau 
County.

Rod O’Connell, who owns 
Bryce Rea Real Estate on North-
ern Boulevard, said the store’s 
closing came to him as a shock.

“I was terribly disappoint-
ed about Ceriello’s closing,” 
O’Connell said. “You just hate to 
see upscale things leave town.”

Continued on Page 53

GOP coup ends
with successful

rebel power play
BY JOE ANUTA

The leaders of the Queens 
Republican Party dropped their 
legal bid to oust the borough’s 
GOP Board of Elections Commis-
sioner Michael Michel, who was 
installed in a political coup ear-
lier this year.

Michel is one of 10 commis-
sioners on the board, made up of 
five Republicans and five Demo-
crats. Democratic and Republican 
party organizations from each 
borough typically get to pick one 

Continued on Page 53
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Baby, it’s cold outside, but before 
you know it, bathing suit season will be 
here, which means it’s time to register 
the youngins for summer day camp.

The key is finding a good camp 
program that’s the right fit for 
your child. Knowing your kids for 
who they really are – their likes 
and dislikes – and not what you 
want them to be is really impor-
tant. Then plan their activities 
according to your budget. The ul-
timate goal: a fun, safe and care-
free summer.

One popular day camp that’s 
close to home for many local 
residents is the Central Queens 
YM & YWHA, 67-09 108 Stest Hill

es such as Great Adventure, Keans-
burg Amusement Park, Mountain 
Creek, Splish Splash,  Adventureland 
and Fire Island.Along with their dedicated, car-

ing staff, Program Director Danielle 
Hersch, and Assistant Director Andrea 
Gavora make a great team at the Sam-
uel Field Y (“The Everybody Place”), 
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck 
(718-225-6750, ext. 261, 263, 264). They 
would like parents to know that their 
camp is a unique option in that it’s very 
customizable – families can create their 
own personalized summer schedule. 
Early Bird Camp Fees (see table or visit 
www.sfysummercamps.org). They also 
offer a mini camp and exte d
hours

CampCamp
sectionsection
Pages 29-36Pages 29-36

Firescape burglaries up 
in downtown Flushing 
Page 2

HONORING AMERICA’S HISTORY

Ben Sherman, (l.) the principal of the East-West School of International Studies, leads a ribbon-cutting for the 
Flushing school’s Civil Rights Wall, which featured prominent figures in the the civil rights movement. He is joined by 
(l.-r.) City Councilman Peter Koo, student Yuxong Jiang, East-West School Foundation member Lawrence Singer and 
Yuh-Line Niou from state Assemblyman Ron Kim’s office. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Nimble burglars have 

been using Flushing fire 
escapes to break into homes 
in the downtown area, of-
ficers from the 109th Pre-
cinct said this week.

The precinct has in-
vestigated about six of 
these crimes just in the last 
month, said Crime Preven-
tion Officer Anthony LoV-
erme.

“Nobody should be us-
ing the fire escape,” he said 
at a news conference Tues-
day. “Don’t assume they 
locked themselves out.”

In fact, the precinct 
is urging residents to be 
vigilant and make a call if 
anyone is on a fire escape, 
since many of them are in 
the back of buildings and 
are hidden from the view of 
officers patrolling in their 
cruisers.

On Feb. 4, for example, 
a woman came home from 
shopping around 4:40 p.m. 
and found a man inside her 
apartment, located on Kis-
sena Boulevard between 
Sanford and Franklin av-
enues, police said.

The perp was probably 
frightened by hearing the 
homeowner return, LoV-
erme said, and climbed out 
the window.

He made off with a 
Louis Vuitton bag, accord-
ing to police.

Then Feb. 12 on the 
same block, but this time 
along Union Street, a 

40-year-old woman left 
her apartment at about 
noon, according to police. 
She returned at 7 p.m. and 
found her front door was 
still locked, but her kitchen 
window was open, police 
said. The thief had crawled 
in through the fire escape 
and made off with an iPad 
and $13,000 in cash, accord-
ing to cops.

LoVerme urged resi-
dents in the 109th Precinct 
to lock their doors and win-
dows when not at home, and 
if there is a lot of foot traf-

fic coming in and out of a 
building, landlords can en-
roll in a program that aims 
to prevent trespassing.

The program provides 
local precincts with a list 
of tenant names, according 
to LoVerme. Officers then 
stop by periodically and 
arrest anyone who has no 
business being in the build-
ing.

“It can be good for 
buildings that have a lot of 
kids loitering,” he said.

LoVerme said the ma-
jority of arrests the pre-

cinct has made in crimes 
like these happen when 
neighbors report suspi-
cious behavior.

Over the longterm, 
burglaries in the 109th 
Precinct are down. Since 
2001, when there were 964 
incidents in the precinct, 
the number has dropped by 
nearly 55 percent, accord-
ing to NYPD crime statis-
tics.

Yet for the year to date, 
burglaries are up by 46 per-
cent compared to two years 
ago, the statistics show.

BY PHIL CORSO

A busy and sometimes 
problematic intersection 
along Douglaston Parkway 
has been on the commu-
nity’s radar for months but 
a solution may finally be in 
the works, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
said.

In Douglaston, a pe-
culiar intersection has led 
to confusion between driv-
ers and pedestrians where 
Douglaston Parkway meets 
43rd Avenue and 235th and 
240th streets, neighbors 
said. Inside that tricky in-
tersection, two lone con-
crete islands have served 
as the only means of pro-
tection for anyone trying 
to cross the street to visit 
spots such as the nearby 
Catharine Turner Richard-
son Park or PS 98.

Earlier this month, 
the DOT proposed its so-

lution to the area so that 
residents, including some 
particularly at-risk senior 
citizens in nearby co-ops, 
no longer have to sprint in 
order to cross Douglaston 
Parkway. The plans include 
white pedestrian pavement 
markings, revised concrete 
safety islands and more 
centralized stops at the in-
tersection.

According to the DOT 
presentation, the city will 
expand the existing pe-
destrian space, add new 
crosswalks, simplify the 
existing abundance of stop 
signs and reroute access to 
westbound 235th Street via 
43rd Avenue.

Community Board 11 
member Douglas Montgom-
ery works just up the road 
from the intersection and 
said he was glad to see prog-
ress at the spot that would 
reduce the risk of pe-

Crime Prevention Officer Anthony LoVerme discusses a rash of burglaries in the downtown Flushing 
area. Photo by Joe Anuta

Fire escapes inviting theft
109th warns of spike in break-ins through apartment windows

Douglaston eyeing 
parkway makeover

The city is proposing various changes to a busy intersection along 
Douglaston Parkway with hopes of making it safer for pedestri-
ans. Photo courtesy city Department of Transportation
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Glen Oaks’ challenger division suits up for another season
Little League coach gets ready to bat for northeast Queens’ special needs ballplayers

BY PHIL CORSO

For Glen Oaks dad Dennis 
Noonan, few things have been 
more gratifying than going to bat 
for his community’s special needs 
children who want to play ball.

The director of the Glen Oaks 
Little League Challenger Divi-
sion put a pitch out to northeast 
Queens this week with hopes of 
scouting teams for the third con-
secutive year.

“It has been one of the most 
rewarding experiences,” Noonan 
said. “Picture yourself winning a 
championship and picture doing 
that 13 times during the season.”

Glen Oaks Little League 
has been a stable institution for 
more than 60 years in Queens, 
but launched the free Challenger 
Division in 2011 to offer playing 
time to the area’s special needs 
players. Since its first season, the 
league said enrollment had risen 
from 28 kids to 65 and beyond.

“Just batting and hitting the 

ball, puts a smile on these chil-
dren’s faces,” said Jodi Aronoff, 
co-director of the Glen Oaks Lit-
tle League Challenger Division. 
“Even in the field when they try 
to catch the ball and throw it to 
first base.”

The entire division was paid 
for by the Steven Petillo Field of 
Dreams Foundation, according to 
the league, in honor of the Floral 
Park 9-year-old who died in a car 
accident in 2010. Last year, Glen 
Oaks Little League Vice Presi-
dent Mike Petillo announced the 
Challenger Division would be 
free to the community because 
his son was always interested in 
giving back and playing ball.

Noonan, who was born and 
raised in Glen Oaks and played in 
the league as a kid, said the new 
endeavor also provided a great 
chance for his two children with 
special needs to learn baseball 
basics.

“These kids won’t make it 
to the majors, but to see a child 

who can’t hold the bat at the be-
ginning of the season and end up 
swinging at the end is amazing,” 
Noonan said. “It’s the minor stuff 
that most major leaguers would 
take for granted that are major 
accomplishments for these kids.”

Noonan, who had experience 

as a coach and has worked with 
Glen Oaks Little League for near-
ly a decade,  saw this latest addi-
tion as an invaluable asset to the 
Queens community.

The Challenger Division ac-
cepts all types of special needs 
children, including those on the 

autistic spectrum, Down syn-
drome youngsters and physically 
challenged children in wheel-
chairs, Noonan said.

But when they take the field, 
they are nothing but ballplayers.

Each child gets a chance to 
bat and play the field and has the 
option of either being pitched to 
or hitting the baseball off a tee. 
There are never any strikeouts, 
the league said.

This year, Noonan said the 
Challenger Division will kick off 
its first workout on the morning 
of April 6 at PS 115, at 80-51 261 
St., with the season beginning the 
following week, April 13, with its 
signature Opening Day parade.

Anyone interested in joining 
the Glen Oaks Little League Chal-
lenger Division or learning more 
can e-mail gobbclinic@aol.com.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

The Glen Oaks Little League Challenger Division is gearing up for its third con-
secutive season serving special needs ballplayers in northeast Queens. 

Photo courtesy Jodi Aronoff
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BT Qns domestic violence forum mulls solutions
  Nonprofi ts gather to discuss innovative ways to tackle grave problem in Queens immigrant communities

BY JOE ANUTA

Domestic violence 
complaints have not de-
clined over the last 10 years 
despite increased enforce-
ment by the NYPD, even as 
major crime and incarcera-
tion rates fell.

That was the mes-
sage Friday from a group 
of nonprofits gathered in 
Long Island City to discuss 
some innovative ways to 
tackle the problem that by 
its nature makes it hard to 
track and treat, especially 
in Queens.

The forum was hosted 
by City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who helped 
craft a 2011 Council plan 
to increase outreach and 
education about domestic 
violence.

“We need to take some 
responsibility as a commu-
nity,” she said. “We can’t do 
this alone.”

Statistics from the 

mayor’s Office to Combat 
Domestic Violence show 
that in 2002, there were 16 
domestic violence victims 
killed in Queens. By 2012, 
with virtually no change in 
the borough’s population, 
the office had switched 
its terminology to chart 
family-related homicides 
and still reported 15 such 
deaths.

Citywide, the number 
of domestic violence inci-
dents reported to the NYPD 
increased over the same 
time period from 222,492 to 
263,207 — an increase of 18 
percent. Again, the city’s 
population rose by only 2 
percent, and the rates of all 
major crime categories like 
murder, rape and robbery 
decreased.

At the same time, home 
visits by NYPD officers in-
creased by 79 percent over 
the same time period, with 
nearly 70,000 visits in 2012.

These numbers are 
reflected in what one of Fri-

day’s panelists saw in the 
field.

Nathaly Rubio-Torio 
is the executive director of 
Voces Latinas, a Jackson 
Heights-based advocacy 
group focused on HIV and 
violence prevention.

She and other panel-

ists said language barriers 
and immigration status of-
ten keep victims of domes-
tic violence from speaking 
out, especially when their 
familial support structure 
lives in another country.

Abusers can also hold 
immigration papers or 

passports hostage and con-
trol all the money in the 
house in order to silence 
victims.

But groups like Rubio-
Torio’s are thinking outside 
the box about how to break 
through some of these bar-
riers.

For example, volun-
teers from Voces Latinas 
hit Roosevelt Avenue at 3 
a.m. to hand out informa-
tion about preventing HIV 
transmission and violence 
at bars or restaurants, es-
pecially where prostitution 
might be occurring.

“We can’t continue to 
think about 9 to 5, because 
that’s not when the commu-
nity is out,” she said.

The group also does 
a lot of outreach to men, 
since according to the may-
or’s office, women make the 
majority of complaints and 
found that many are suffer-
ing from the same isolation 
as their female counter-
parts, which could be one 
source of the problem, she 
said.

The forum was hosted 
by Steinway Child and 
Family Services, a nonprof-
it that provides social, men-
tal, and housing services 
to those in need. Pasquale 

Yessi Galindo (far l.) of the nonprofit Immigrant Movement International and her translator listen to 
City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras speak at a domestic violence forum. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA
 
City Public Advocate 

Bill de Blasio stood in Rich-
mond Hill Monday and 
blasted the Bloomberg ad-
ministration for issuing a 
disproportionate number 
of fines to small businesses 
in Queens while sparing 
Manhattan stores.

De Blasio stood near 
the corner of Jamaica Av-
enue and 117th Street, an 
area where businesses paid 
three times the amount 
of city Department of 
Consumer Affairs fines 
compared to the citywide 
average throughout the 
tenure of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, according to a 
report released by the pub-
lic advocate.

“When he sees these 
stores, he sees dollar 
signs,” said de Blasio, who 
is running for mayor.

The public advocate’s 
office released the report 
last week, which showed 
the fines issued by Con-
sumer Affairs and the city 
Department of Health in-
creased from $12.6 million 
in 2002 to $66.2 million in 
2012.

The public advocate’s 
report accused Bloomberg 
of compensating for the 
global financial crisis and 
revenue shortfalls by “fill-
ing budget gaps on the 
backs of outerborough busi-
nesses.” But the $66 million 
raised by the departments 
accused of bias in the re-
port accounts for less than 

0.1 percent of the city’s total 
revenues.

Nevertheless, the re-
port showed that Queens 
businesses were 16 percent 
more likely to be inspected 
than Manhattan business-
es by Consumer Affairs. It 
also showed Queens busi-
nesses received 22 percent 
more Consumer Affairs 
fines than Manhattan busi-
nesses, and that eight of 
the most heavily fined ZIP 
codes fined by the agency 
are in southeast Queens. 
The areas include St. Al-
bans, Springfield Gardens, 
Cambria Heights, South 
Ozone Park, Jamaica, 
Rosedale and Richmond 
Hill.

“We have been target-

Agencies fi ne boro businesses
more than city average: Report

Bloomy touts plan to stop
inmates from reoffending
BY JOE ANUTA

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made a 
trip to Rikers Island 
last week to an-
nounce a new pro-
gram to help inmates 
stay out of jail once 
they are released.

The program 
is designed to help 
recently released of-
fenders ease back 
into society and pre-
vent a return trip 
to jail, a process known as 
recidivism, by equipping 
that person with the tools 
to start a new life.

The rate of recidi-
vism for high-risk inmates 
is large. Among inmates 
whom the city Department 

of Correction considers 
likely to enter the criminal 
justice system again, about 
70 percent in fact find them-
selves back behind bars 
within a year — a number 
the program hopes to re-
duce by 10 percent.

“This is the first jail-

based re-entry pro-
gram model to com-
bine best practices 
with a nationally 
validated, evidence-
based assessment 
tool and pay-for-
success program de-
livery,” Bloomberg 
said.

The program is 
called the Individu-
alized Correction 
Achievement Net-
work, also known as 
I-CAN, and will be 

rolled out in four facilities 
on Rikers, but expanded to 
the city’s entire jail system 
by the end of the year.

The city will pay non-
profits based on how well 
they help offenders get jobs, 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg talks about ways to re-
duce the city’s recidivism rates alongside mem-
bers of the administration and heads of non-
profits. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 51



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 1-7, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
5

BTGraziano eyes Halloran seat
Flushing activist pushes preservation in campaign platform

BY PHIL CORSO

When discussing his 
decision to enter a crowded 
Democratic primary race 
and challenge City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone), Flushing’s Paul 
Graziano did not hesitate 
to emphasize his focus on 
fighting over-development 
in northeast Queens.

For nearly two de-
cades, the urban planning 
consultant has kept a close 
watch on the borough’s his-
toric buildings and land-

marks and has 
become a known 
name in the civic 
association com-
munity because 

of it. In an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
the borough activist said he 
hoped to address quality-
of- life issues in northeast 
Queens by taking a look at 
zoning laws and consider-
ing designating historic 
districts.

“I believe in property 
rights, but we need to save 
the things that are impor-
tant to us,” Graziano said. 
“There has to be a balance. 
It is outrageous that we 

have had to fight tooth and 
nail for our districts.”

After attending col-
lege at the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Graziano returned home 
to Flushing to realize new 
concerns over his home-
town’s future landscape. 
With his interest piqued, 
he then went on to educate 
himself on zoning law as 
well as the civic commu-
nity and helped form the 

North Flushing Civic As-
sociation.

Graziano spent the bet-
ter part of the last 20 years 
working in various civ-
ics throughout northeast 
Queens and even teamed up 
with state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) as a land use 
and planning consultant in 
his earlier days as a coun-
cilman to help draft a zon-
ing study of the 19th Coun-
cil District , where he is 

now running. The redrawn 
district now includes Little 
Neck, Bayside, Whitestone, 
Auburndale and College 
Point.

That study eventually 
went on to ensure that any 
new development in north-
east Queens would remain 
respectful, or in-context, to 
the surrounding commu-
nity, Graziano said.

“It was a huge change. 

City Council candidate Paul Graziano discusses his platform at TimesLedger Newspapers. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

DOB inspects few iffy homes in Qns
BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
A number of buildings in Queens 

that may be dangerous or pose qual-
ity-of-life problems for their sur-
rounding communities have gone 
unchecked by the city Department of 
Buildings, according to a recent audit 
of the agency.

The audit found DOB failed to in-
spect 80 percent of Queens properties 
that were suspected of illegal conver-
sions in 2011, more than double the 
number of unsuccessful inspection 
attempts three years before.

It also said DOB only received 
warrants to gain access to properties 
its inspectors were barred entry to 2 
percent of the time in 2011, although 
that was an improvement from 2008.

“The Buildings Department is 
just dysfunctional and incapable of 

improving itself,” said city Comptrol-
ler John Liu, whose office conducted 
the audit. “Its inability to perform 
basic tasks like these bode poorly not 
just for the department, but for resi-

dents and neighborhoods, too.”
Illegal conversions, where hous-

es are expanded or modified without 
city permission in order to create ad-
ditional living spaces or apartments, 
can cause dangerous conditions and 
decrease the quality of life in a neigh-
borhood.

For example, illegal conversions 
are often done in violation of existing 
fire codes, and fires that start in the 
illicit apartments can easily jump to 
neighboring homes, according to the 
borough president’s office.

In addition, unlawfully increas-
ing the number of people who live in 
a house can cause grief for neighbors 
in the form of school overcrowding, 
fewer parking spots and sanitation 
problems.

The audit’s findings were a fol-

City Department of Buildings inspectors 
survey a Blockbuster in Howard Beach af-
ter a car crashed through the window in 
December 2009.

A poll commissioned by Resorts World Casino shows Vallone lead-
ing the beep pack by 11 points.

Casino survey tracks
Vallone in lead as beep

BY JOE ANUTA

A new poll from ear-
lier this month shows City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) leading the 
pack for borough president, 
though its relevancy was 
questioned by the council-
man’s competitors.

The poll was paid for 
by Resorts World Casino to 
get the city’s pulse on gam-
bling in the borough, but 
the survey also questioned 
300 likely Democratic vot-
ers in Queens in late Janu-
ary to see who they liked 
for beep.

The poll found Vallone 
held an 11-point lead over 
his competitors in the race: 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans), Queens Director of 
Community Boards Barry 
Grodenchik, former Coun-
cilwoman Melinda Katz and 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst). The margin of 
error was 5.6 percent.

Vallone would garner 
26 percent of the vote, ac-
cording to the poll, with 
Katz netting 17 percent, 
Comrie 13 percent, Avella 
12 percent and Peralta 7 
percent. Grodenchik was 
not included in the poll and 
28 percent of voters were 
undecided.

“This poll confirms 
that Peter F. Vallone Jr. is 
well on his way to becom-
ing the next Queens bor-
ough president,” campaign 

spokesman Austin Finan 
said.

But Avella questioned 
why a casino group would 
go out of its way to include 
questions about the Queens 
borough president race in a 
marketing survey.

“You’re obviously try-
ing to influence the election 
by releasing that informa-
tion. One has to question if 
this was a backdoor ap-
proach for the candidate 
who the poll favors,” he said 
of the survey, conducted 
by Global Strategies, a na-
tional political consulting 
and public relations 
firm. “I don’t con-
sider any poll they 
do reputable. I con-
sider it geared for 
specific political clients.”

Vallone’s camp fired 
back at Avella, calling his 
accusations baseless and 
asserting that the poll was 
done independently of their 
campaign.

“No rational person 
would think that any local 
elected is the mastermind 
behind a poll conducted by 
a multibillion-dollar global 
organization. It’s no sur-
prise that Tony is desper-
ately trying to discredit a 
poll that shows him lagging 
behind,” Finan said.

Peralta’s camp noted 
the margin of error, saying 
what the poll “essentially 
says is that back in Janu-
ary you had a five-way sta-

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 53
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Buckley Country Day School

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Toddler through Eighth Grade

I N S P I R I N G  S C I E N T I S T S

Admissions Open House 
Tuesday

March 12, 2013 
9:00 AM

 
Kindly RSVP 516.627.1910 ext. 2700

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

The Buckley curriculum incorporates 
enriched instruction in literacy,

mathematics, and science, supported by 
current educational research.

Where your money works
as hard as you do.

 Online Banking
 Free Checking
 Money Market
 CDs
 IRAs  

 28,000 ATMs
 Credit Cards
 Personal Loans
 Car Loans
 Mortgageswww.qsidefcu.org

Federally Insured by NCUA

BY PHIL CORSO

Queens will look to 
regain its title in the an-
nual Battle of the Boroughs 
this week when seven area 
bands compete for the 
chance to take home the 
crown.

The fourth annual 
Battle of the Boroughs 
continues with the next 
chapter of the musical feud 
Friday when R&B legend 
Nona Hendryx opens up 
the Queens event, featuring 
groups from Ridgewood, 
Astoria and St. Albans.

Queens took home the 
top prize for the event’s 
first two years, but lost to 
Brooklyn for the first time 
in 2012. This year, musical 
groups from throughout 
the borough will look to re-
claim victory in the ongo-
ing event.

Queens bands include 
the indie-pop Gentleman 

Brawlers of Ridgewood, 
funk band Sean Nowell and 
the Kung-Fu Masters of As-
toria, Mexican folk group 
Radio Jarocho of Astoria, 
jazz band Nicole Zuraitis 
Group of Astoria, rock band 
New Blues Maki of Astoria, 
soul group The Dirty Gems 
of Astoria and female R&B 
artist Cavella Nell Romeo 
of St. Albans.

The Battle of the Bor-
oughs features bands from 
all five boroughs, chosen 
from hundreds of submis-
sions from country, gospel 
and experimental rock to 
a Latin string quartet and 
soul funk jazz. The shows 
kicked off Feb. 1 when the 
Brooklyn bands faced off 
and will go through the 
summer, when the ultimate 
showdown occurs June 21.

Each event will be em-
ceed by the award-winning 
host of radio station WQXR, 
Terrance McKnight.

“I am wowed by the 
caliber of talent the battle 
attracts,” McKnight said. 
“The dedication and inven-
tiveness of these musicians 
is the very lifeblood of the 
New York City artistic 
scene. It’s a thrill for me to 
be on stage with these un-
discovered but potent art-
ists as they show off their 
talents to a broad audience 
for the first time.”

The winner will be giv-
en the opportunity to per-
form at the Apollo Theater 
in Harlem as a guest artist 
at its signature series, Am-
ateur Night. They will also 
win an exclusive concert at 
the Jerome L. Greene Per-
formance Space in Manhat-
tan at 44 Charlton St. with 
a live video webcast, a pro-
fessional recording session 
and more.

Tickets for the events 
are on sale at wnyc.org/
thegreenespace.

Queens’ best music acts tune up 
for annual battle of the boros
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Rachel Saks, our March 2013 Student of 
Distinction, is Co-President of FHHS’s Student 
Government with Maria Osorio. She has been 
an active member of the Student Government 
since 2009. As Co-President, Rachel organizes 
events, including school carnival, blood drives, 
and the SING theatrical competition, and 
serves on the distinguished School Leadership 
Team. According to Principal Gootnick, “ On 
the School Leadership Team, Rachel assists in 
school-wide policy-making decisions. Rachel 
truly has gained the respect of her teachers, 
peers and the administration.”

Praise has also been lavished on Rachel 
due to her enviable academic standing. 
She ranks 31 within a 1,000-student cohort 
and will be inducted into the 2013 National 
Honor Society. Among the subjects she excels 
in are science and research, mathematics, 
and literature. Through CUNY’s College Now 
advanced program, Rachel earned 8 college 
credits in courses including Pre-Calculus and 
Psychology. She also attended the Queens 
College Summer Science Program, and took 
part in the Summer Institute for the Humanities 
and Social Sciences’ Classical Mythology 
course and college writing class, earning an 
additional four credits.

Rachel was accepted into FHHS’s Carl 
Sagan Program, a math - and science -
centic program that combines accelerated 
academic courses with a mandatory research 
component. Research continues throughout the 
academic year and culminates in a science 

fair. During freshman year, Rachel’s research 
into hemispheric dominance distinguished her 
among the entrants and she was awarded First 
Place. Rachel also participated in a research 
project on the effects of Eutrophication on 
invasive species in New York State’s Water 
System.

Participation in the school’s Med-Bio 
Program complements Rachel’s goal of 
establishing a career in the medical field. Med-
Bio combines anatomy and physiology studies 
with an internship at North Shore LIJ Hospital 
of Forest Hills. During her volunteer portion, 
Rachel participated in care rounds, giving 
patients necessities such as water and hygiene 
products. More importantly, she gave patients 
companionship and individual attention. 
Rachel also assisted in organizing patient and 
hospital paperwork for departments, including 
the ICU and Employee Health Services.

Eric Muehlbauer, Biology teacher, speaks 

enthusiastically about Rachel. He says, 
“ Rachel is one of the most impressive 

students I have encountered in my thirty-
year career as a teacher. She shows a clear, 
focused intelligence that allows her to perceive 
the heart of a question. After a year of 
continually receiving hundreds on her papers, 
she became only the second student to receive 
a grade of 100 in one of my classes.”

Gymnastics and music are two other activities 
in which Rachel excels. She has had multiple 
performances in the Forest Hills Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Academy and at other locations. 
For her gymnastics skill, Rachel has been 
awarded with over 13 certificates/awards of 
achievement. She has also volunteered as an 
assistant, teaching students aged 5-16 years 
old in gymnastics since 2003. 

On a musical note, Rachel has been a Senior 
Concert Band member since 2010. She plays 
clarinet and has performed in more than 18 
concerts.

Coordinator of Student Activities, Mrs. Mary 
Ciccaroni, is proud to state that, “Rachel has 
matured into an assertive, effective leader. 
Her peers look up to her for guidance and 
approval on projects she has given them. 
She has earned respect from her peers, the 
administration, staff, parents, and faculty 
as well.” Regarding Rachel’s extracurricular 
activities, Mrs. Ciccaroni believes, “They 
follow in the same helpful, humanitarian vein. 
Rachel volunteers at her elementary school in 
the after-school program, where her patience 
and joie de vivre enhance the days of the 
younger set.”

Rachel enjoys strong family support for 
her choices. Not only are they a dedicated 
cheering section, the family also challenges 
Rachel to excel even more. It is with pleasure 
we offer congratulations to Rachel Saks and 
her family on all her achievements!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

RACHEL SAKS
MARCH 2013
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
FOREST HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
FOREST HILLS, NY

©2013 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC
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BLOTTER

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com

©
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

POLICE 

Blotter
Pennsylvanian gets 50 years in Flushing murder

FLUSHING — A Pennsylvania man 
was sentenced to 50 years to life in prison 
last week for the 2011 kidnapping and mur-
der of a Flushing man, and the kidnapping 
of the victim’s 80-year-old mother, accord-
ing to the Queens district attorney.

Domingo Mateo, 24, was convicted in 
Queens Supreme Court last month of sec-
ond-degree murder, kidnapping and bur-
glary after he waited near the downtown 
Flushing apartment of 33-year-old Thomas 

Shanis May 3, 2011 and stabbed him and 
his dog, Sampson, according to the DA.

Shanis bled to death after Mateo tied 
him up. The Pennsylvania man also tied up 
Shanis’ mother and demanded money, the 
DA said.

Mateo had an alleged accomplice, 
Juan Mejia, who was indicted and cur-
rently awaiting trial, the DA said. The dog 
survived

Cops block off Whitestone street over gun call
WHITESTONE — More than a dozen 

police officers responded to 8th Avenue 
between 148th and 149th streets Sunday af-
ternoon for what witnesses said was a call 
about a gun.

Several officers had their guns drawn 
and crouched behind their police cruisers 
as others investigated at a home midway 
down the block. Police vehicles blocked 
both ends of the street.

Within a few minutes, officers ap-
peared to have assessed the situation and 
quickly left the area, as stunned spectators 
were allowed back onto the block.

Dead woman’s body found in Flushing River

FLUSHING — A 46-year-old woman 
was found dead in the vicinity of the Flush-
ing River Tuesday, according to police 
sources.

The Breaking News Network reported 
that at around 6:30 p.m., the NYPD’s Emer-
gency Service Unit had been called to il-
luminate the area where the woman was 
found and that she was on the rocks at that 
time.

Authorities were seen performing an 
investigation an hour later at the location 
behind the U-Haul storage facility, at 36-30 
College Point Blvd. in Flushing.

The unidentified woman was taken 
to the medical examiner, where her cause 
of death will be determined, according to 
cops.

Police officers crouch behind a car on 8th Avenue 
in Whitestone Sunday afternoon. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

An NYPD Crime Scene Unit van is visi-
ble from College Point Boulevard. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 7 
is asking the state attor-
ney general to investigate 
how unauthorized soil was 
dumped on a waterfront lot 
in Whitestone where a lux-
ury housing development 
is planned, TimesLedger 
Newspapers has learned.

The board sent a Feb. 
20 letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
requesting a probe into 
whether or not toxic ma-
terial was illegally trans-
ported to the 13-acre vacant 
site, known as Waterpointe, 
where the construction of 
52 homes is planned.

That soil was trans-
ported under the auspices 
of Massachusetts-based 
consulting company EBI 
Consulting and Whites-
tone-based contractor Bar-
one Management. The two 
companies were cleaning 
the site of historic con-
tamination as part of the 
state Brownfield Cleanup 
Program, in which private 
companies get financial 
incentives to clean sites fol-
lowing state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion regulations.

Now the DEC is cur-
rently hammering out an 
agreement with the new 
owners of the site, Edge-
stone Group, to remove the 
suspect material that was 
placed onto the site.

Some of the material 
that needs to be taken away 
is believed by contractors 
to come from a former fed-
eral Superfund, or hazard-

ous waste site, in Brooklyn. 
It was discovered during a 
DEC investigation that be-
gan last year.

Edgestone had no af-
filiation with the previous 
owners and purchased the 
property after the material 
had been dumped, but be-
fore DEC concluded its in-
vestigation. But it is retain-
ing Barone as a consultant, 
though no one at the com-
pany has an equity interest 
in the property.

The company has 
pledged to complete the 
cleanup and begin con-
struction on the site, which 
includes building a public 
waterfront park as soon as 
possible.

Before it can get a 
crucial permit renewal to 
build, which the commu-
nity board will weigh in 
on, it must reach an accord 
with the state about how ex-
actly to get the soil off of the 
property in a safe manner.

The board has had sev-
eral committee meetings 
with all concerned parties. 
CB 7 members Chuck Ape-
lian and James Cervino 
had recused themselves 
from making any decisions 
about the process. Apelian 
said he had prior business 
relationships involving the 
site, and Cervino’s compa-
ny was hired to import un-
touched soil to replace the 
contaminated earth. None 
of Cervino’s soil was ques-
tioned by the DEC.

Paul Vallone, a board 
member and City Council 
candidate, also has loose 

BREAKING

BY RICH BOCKMANN

When a federal pros-
ecutor Monday asked Kath-
leen Mangan-Valle if she 
was married, the estranged 
wife of the Forest Hills 
man known as the “Can-
nibal Cop” furrowed her 
brow, hesitating a moment 
before reluctantly respond-
ing “Yes.”

Across the Manhat-
tan courtroom sat Gilberto 
“Gil” Valle, his dour vis-
age a sharp contrast to the 
photos of the smiling, baby-
faced NYPD officer that 
have been splashed across 
newspaper covers since he 
was arrested last year and 
charged with a plot seem-
ingly made for tabloid head-
lines.

The two repeatedly 
broke out in tears as Man-
gan-Valle described to the 
jury how she discovered 
what the prosecution de-
scribed as a “heinous plot 
to kidnap, rape, murder 
and cannibalize a number 
of very real women” and 
what the 28-year-old cop’s 
defense team called “the 
stuff of horror movies: pure 
fiction.”

Mangan-Valle, 27, 
met the Archbishop Mol-
loy alumnus in 2009 on the 
dating website Ok Cupid. 
She had come to the city 
via Washington state to be 
a teacher; he had entered 
the Police Academy in 2006 
after graduating from the 
University of Maryland.

The two bonded over 
sports, Mangan-Valle 
told the jury, as well as 
their connection to law-
enforcement (her father is 
a retired cop). Two years 
after the young couple met 
— and with a daughter on 
the way — they moved from 
their tiny apartment on the 

Upper East Side to Forest 
Hills, close to Valle’s fam-
ily.

But the mother-to-be 
started to notice her beau 
withdraw, staying up later 
and later into the night on 
the computer. While she 
was in the hospital after 
giving birth to their daugh-
ter, she said, Valle visited 
less often than her friends.

Curious as to what 
Valle was doing on the com-
puter all night, she decided 
to take a look and found 
what she called “disturb-
ing” S&M images on the 
website The Dark Fetish 
Network.

“I asked him about 
it,” she said. “That’s when 
really weird stuff started 
happening.”

Thinking she could 

recapture her husband’s 
interest if she lost weight, 
Mangan-Valle began run-
ning, but all he was inter-
ested in was whether her 
jogging route was well-lit 
and if people saw her, she 
testified.

After her husband be-
came upset that  she threw 
out a large piece of luggage, 
Mangan-Valle decided to 
install spyware on the com-
puter that could track his 
moves online. When she 
opened the computer again 
and found “pictures of feet 
that weren’t attached to 
bodies,” she said she “real-
ized this was way worse.”

Mangan-Valle headed 
back to her parents’ home 
in Nevada, and a few days 
later she checked the spy-
ware and found a secret 

e-mail account her hus-
band kept. Inside she found 
photos of herself and other 
women her husband knew 
as well as their names, oc-
cupations, heights, weights 
and plans for each.

“I was going to be tied 
up by my feet and my throat 
slit,” she said.

The prosecution said it 
plans to bring out a number 
of the women Valle alleged-
ly targeted and show Web 
searches for “best rope to 
tie someone up” and “white 
slavery.”

The government will 
also attempt to prove he il-
legally accessed the FBI’s 
National Crime Informa-
tion Center database to find 
background info on one of 
the women, another crime 
he is charged with.

“Much of the evidence 
you’re going to see in this 
trial is going to be incred-
ibly disturbing to you,” As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Ran-
dall Jackson told the jury 
in his opening statement.

Valle’s lawyer, Julia 
Gatto, said her defense will 
focus on The Dark Fetish 
Network, a fetish website 
she said has more than 
80,000 registered users and 
explicitly states its content 
is simple fantasy.

She said Valle never 
went out and bought rope to 
tie someone up and his re-
peated “plans” to deliver a 
kidnapped woman to an al-
leged co-conspirator came 
and passed without ever be-
ing mentioned again.

“It’s the detail that 
makes it titillating,” she 
said. “That’s fantasy role-
play.”

“You are not deputy 
agents of the thought po-
lice,” she told the jury.

This undated photo submitted into evidence by Assistant Federal 
Defender Julia L. Gatto shows Gilberto Valle with his daughter. 

AP Photo/Assistant Federal Defender Julia L. Gatto

Developers at the Whitestone waterfront site are working to re-
move unauthorized soil previously dumped on the property.

CB 7 wants AG to 
probe lux lot’s soil

‘Cannibal Cop’ trial begins
Estranged wife fi rst to testify in Forest Hills NYPD offi cer’s case

Continued on Page 51

DePetris, chief operating 
officer at the center, urged 
the groups to reach men 

earlier since abusive be-
havior can be learned at a 
young age, he said.

Several of the other 
organizations represented 
— Violence Intervention 
Program, Why Do I Exist, 

Community Prevention Al-
ternative and Immigrant 
Movement International 
— also wanted to try and 
make women more socially 
and economically indepen-
dent through a variety of 

programs. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Violence



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

-7
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
10

BT

For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 
children understand and appreciate math.

+

Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch up, 
as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.

+

Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each child’s 
weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better grades, 

higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

($149 value)
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

Queens groups seek to infl uence budget at boro hearing
Helen Marshall hears testimony on wishlists as she considers funding priorities for fi scal year 2014

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
About 150 representa-

tives from Queens commu-
nity boards, nonprofits and 
civic groups made their 
pitch to Borough President 
Helen Marshall last week 
on how they think a portion 
of the city’s budget should 
be spent in the coming fis-
cal year.

And although the ap-
peals were far-ranging in 
cost and advocating for a 
diverse array of projects, 
one theme that continued 
to surface was Hurricane 
Sandy.

“Damage within our 
community as a result of 
Sandy was extensive,” said 
Karyn Petersen, district 
manager of Community 
Board 10, which covers the 
hard-hit neighborhood of 
Howard Beach , in testimo-
ny delivered to Marshall 

and the Borough Board at 
Queens Borough Hall, at 
120-55 Queens Blvd.

She asked for funds 
for inspecting flood-dam-
aged roads, cleaning catch 
basins, repairing tree-
damaged sidewalks and 

construction of additional 
bulkheads, among other 
projects and programs to 
help the community deal 
with the aftermath of the 
storm.

Cynthia Zalisky, exec-
utive director of the Queens 

Jewish Community Coun-
cil, also invoked the hurri-
cane in her appeal.

“QJCC prides itself on 
being able to respond to the 
needs of the community, no 
matter the circumstances. 
Hurricane Sandy proved 

the point,” she said, saying 
that although the organiza-
tion’s facility was not di-
rectly affected by the storm 
it was able to help others in 
need in the aftermath.

“The borough presi-
dent’s funding is our life-
line,” she continued. “With-
out these funds our agency 
would be forced to curtail 
valuable services to count-
less needy residents of 
Queens.”

Those delivering testi-
mony Feb. 20 were hoping 
to sway Marshall on her 
budget priorities, which 
will be used to influence a 
final budget for fiscal year 
2014.

They face a potentially 
smaller budget: Marshall 
said that $1.6 million of her 
discretionary funds were 
not continued under Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s pre-
liminary $70.1 billion bud-

get. 
“This funding sup-

ports dozens of senior pro-
grams across the borough,” 
Marshall said. “Without it, 
six senior centers will close 
and four adult daycare cen-
ters and transportation 
programs will cease.”

Some funding requests 
at the hearing included 
$915,000 from Queens Col-
lege to upgrade its Behav-
ior and Microscopy Core 
Facility and $850,000 to 
make improvements in its 
anthropology laboratory. 
The Queens Council on the 
Arts asked for $40,000 in 
funding for a new computer 
system to coincide with its 
planned move to Astoria. 
And MoMA PS1 asked for 
$5 million to acquire and 
renovate an adjacent build-
ing to become part of the 
museum’s campus.

Borough President Helen Marshall (c.) listens to testimony at a budget hearing last week. 
Photo by Karen Frantz
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
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Bayside, New York 11361
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MLS stadium could pose health hazard
S

upporters of the Ma-
jor League Soccer 
stadium in Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park 

have a myopic view of our 
need for another stadium. 
They espouse economic 
benefits and jobs, but little 
else.

There is, however, a 
downside to this project that 
has received little atten-
tion. While many concern 
themselves with personal 
health and longevity, little 
connection has been made 
to the impact and conse-
quence to human health by 
the city’s policy of flipping 
tree-inhabited parkland in 

exchange for stadiums and 
other such structures.

There are hundreds 
of scientific publications 
that show the benefits to 
human health and longev-
ity by a more natural envi-
ronment, greenspaces and 
urban trees. An investiga-
tion by Lovasi et al. in 2008 
revealed children living in 
neighborhoods with street 
trees are less likely to have 
asthma.

More recently, Dono-
van et al. in 2013 in “The 
Relationship Between 
Trees and Public Health,” 
by tracking 100 million ash 
trees destroyed by the in-

vasive emerald ash borer 
across 15 states and 1,296 
counties, reported that by 
the loss of those trees there 
was an increase in the two 
most fatal human illnesses 
known in the United States: 
cardiovascular disease and 
lower respiratory tract ill-
ness.

That is right. The loss 
of trees due to the EAB 
affected human health 
by exacerbating those ill-
nesses to the tune of 15,080 
additional cardiovascular 
disease deaths and 6,113 
deaths due to lower respi-
ratory tract illnesses in 
those states and counties 

sampled. Clearly it is not 
too far-flung to associate 
the MLS stadium project as 
a risky proposition against 
human health and longev-
ity.

Health advocates 
should be alarmed by this 
heist as having a greater 
societal and human health 
cost than the economic re-
turns assured by MLS and 
its supporters. Queens resi-
dents who yearn for acces-
sible open space should be 
alarmed because it could 
cost them their lives.

Carsten Glaeser
Flushing

SHOW US THE MONEY
We are pleased to see that Community Board 7 has put 

the brakes on the United States Tennis Association’s pro-
posal to expand its facility in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

The board tabled a vote on the expansion last month, 
asking for more information on how much the association 
is planning to contribute to the development of greenspace 
in the park. Vice Chairman Charles Apelian and others 
on the board want to see how much money the association 
would be willing to provide for park upkeep in exchange 
for what they say will be the loss of less than an acre of 
land.

The USTA is proposing to expand the Billie Jean King 
Tennis Center to accommodate moving the grandstand 
stadium to another location. It also wants to renovate the 
Louis Armstrong Stadium and shift the location of prac-
tice courts to allow for greater pedestrian movement.

We recognize that there are benefits for the city in 
having the USTA in Flushing Meadows. This has never 
been a traditional park. It was the host of two World’s Fairs 
and is home to Citi Field.

But we also appreciate the community board getting 
tough with the USTA.

Apelian and others on the board suggested establish-
ing a capital fund to pay for improvements with money 
set aside to pay for upkeep. He wants to establish a trust 
where the USTA can place the maintenance cash for the 
park, since the money the association currently pays the 
city goes into the general fund and is not specifically di-
rected at Flushing Meadows.

We know how that works.
Other board members wanted to ensure that more 

residents from the area get jobs during the US Open, and 
they want discounts for people living nearby who want to 
play on the courts.

Not surprisingly, state Sen. Tony Avella is opposed to 
further development in the park, including a planned 13-
acre soccer stadium and a 1.4-million-square-foot mall.

Flushing Meadows is not Yellowstone. But reasonable 
development, like the USTA expansion, can serve the peo-
ple of Queens as long as the park maintains greenspace.

We commend the stand taken by Apelian and the com-
munity board.
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READERS WRITE

Gun restrictions will not infringe on people’s rights
W

hen I was a kid, I 
grew up with im-
ages of Hopalong 
Cassidy shooting 

umpteen bullets at bad 
guys from his six-shooter 
while riding on his white 
horse, Topper, at a full run. 
Paladin was called to town 
to wipe out bad guys be-
cause he was the guy with 
the gun in the ad, Have Gun 
Will Travel. Wyatt Earp 
shot all the bad guys when 
they deserved it and so did 
Steve McQueen and several 
others.

Television was filled 
with westerns and good 
guys always triumphed 
over the bad guys. Law was 
dictated by the barrel of a 
gun. Those were my heroes 
as a kid. I had strap-on pis-
tols and hid behind trees 
and couches in my living 

room. I shot my parents and 
friends who I pretended to 
be the bad guys who needed 
killing until Mom called 
me for dinner.

You cannot tell me a 
kid watching violent mov-
ies and video games is not 
desensitized by all the kill-
ing and gore they see. They 
imagine themselves as the 
good guys wiping out the 
enemy like I did. As I grew 
older, my cowboy heroes 
were replaced by Mickey 
Mantle, Phil Rizzuto and 
Bob Cousy. I got rid of my 
toy guns and picked up a 
baseball glove instead. The 
guns were for kids. The 
baseball glove was for the 
new man I was going to be 
as my body grew bigger and 
stronger.

But my reality of the 
Old West was a myth and I 

did not know it. Earp made 
people check their guns 
outside town and so did 
Deadwood. Shoot-outs were 
rare and nothing like the 
shows depicted. But sadly, 
we are all victims of the 
American western shoot 
’em-up myths that filled 
the television and movie 
screens and still do. Shoot-
outs are exciting and sell 
tickets. Talking down the 
bad buys is boring.

In colonial times, 
most people did not own 
guns. Those who did were 
required to register their 
names with the local con-
stables so they could be 
recruited for a militia if 
necessary. Eventually, the 
Revolutionary War made 
call-up necessary. Those 
that had guns used them 
primarily for hunting for 

food and to run off ma-
rauding Indians occasion-
ally. They did not use them 
against each other.

Nothing in the U.S. 
Constitution says the gov-
ernment cannot require all 
weapons to be registered. 
No rights are taken away 
by registration. Even the 
National Rifle Association 
said all registration was a 
good idea and testified to 
such after the Columbine 
incident. Now, it distances 
itself from those state-
ments.

Far-right Supreme 
Court Justice and hunter 
Anton Scalia has even said 
that certain restrictions 
can be put on gun owners, 
registration being one of 
them. The Heller v. Wash-
ington, D.C., decision al-
lowed homeowners to have 

guns to protect themselves 
at home. It was not a com-
plete freedom to do whatev-
er you want with guns un-
der the Second Amendment 
as many tout today.

The case for register-
ing all guns is strong, based 
on history and legal prec-
edent. When the Second 
Amendment was written, 
there were no rapid-fire 
weapons — there were not 
even any pre-made bullets. 
It took a good 30 seconds to 
reload between shots. The 
word “militia” meant a “lo-
cal militia,” not the way it 
has come to be interpreted 
by the right-leaning court 
to mean an individual as 
well as a militia.

Guns are made to kill. 
It makes sense to register 
them and to be able to track 
them for our own safety. It 

makes sense to limit gun 
styles, bullet magazine ca-
pacity and the ability to 
convert them to rapid-fire 
weapons. Military weap-
ons should be limited to the 
military. It makes sense to 
limit gun ownership to men-
tally stable individuals. Po-
lice officers should be able 
to pull up gun registrations 
on their car computers just 
the way they can pull up 
your driver’s license when 
you get stopped.

Hopefully, the recent 
Connecticut massacre of 
children and teachers will 
finally bring that day clos-
er.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

Dogs should not eat off tables

O
n Feb. 16, I had 
lunch at Ben’s Deli-
catessen in the Bay 
Terrace Shopping 

Center. This was my first 
time dining in this estab-
lishment. I was disturbed 
at a site across the dining 
room while I was about to 
bite into my sandwich.

Another patron, an el-
derly woman, was dining 
with another woman and a 
poodle popped up onto the 
table and was eating out of 
a dish on the table. I was 
shocked as to what I just 
witnessed. I advised the 
waitress of what just hap-
pened.

A gentleman who 
seemed to have been a 
kitchen worker came to tell 
me that the dog was consid-
ered a service dog. In his 
words, he said the dog is not 
the seeing eye dog kind.

I am aware there are 
different types of service 
animals, but it is to my un-
derstanding that not only 
do most service animals 
where a special vest, but 
when they are in an eating 
establishment, they usu-
ally lie under the table, dur-
ing which most of the time 
they go unnoticed.

The behavior of allow-
ing the dog to eat off the 

table is disturbing, disgust-
ing and unhealthy. As I was 
leaving, my mother, whom 
I was having lunch with, 
told the gentleman I spoke 
to earlier how disgusted we 
were. He did not apologize 
for the disturbance and 
could care less that he lost 
a customer.

I am displeased, to say 
the least, at how this situa-
tion was handled. After this 
incident, I will not patron-
ize this Ben’s Delicatessen.

Krystle Long
Jackson Heights

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Allow for upgrade of diesel trains
An open letter to state 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan):

I 
am writing in support 
of a request that has 
already been made in 
a letter co-signed by 43 

Assembly members, includ-
ing all the members from 
the Queens delegation, that 
an appropriation of $17 mil-
lion be made available to the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority for the pur-
poses of upgrading 10 diesel 
engines of freight locomo-
tives owned and leased by 
the Long Island Rail Road 
for the purposes of hauling 
waste throughout the New 
York City area.

This investment would 
also complement Assembly 
bill A.3640, co-sponsored 
by Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills), 
which would require public 
authorities to adopt energy 
conservation standards.

As you know, the city 
has, in recent years, be-
gun to increase the use of 
rail and decrease the use 
of trucks to transport solid 

waste as part of its effort to 
clean up the environment. 
I was and am supportive 
of this change, which was 
done to reduce diesel truck 
traffic on our roads and 
highways. Queens has a 
high volume of traffic us-
ing its roads and arterial 
highways on a daily basis, 
so my constituents benefit 
from a reduction in truck 
traffic.

Unfortunately, this 
change has resulted in an 
unintended byproduct: the 
use of obsolete diesel en-
gines, which travel through 
local railyards, often idling 
and/or switching engines 
in them and threatening 
the health and quality of 
life of Queens residents in 
affected communities. The 
noxious presence and odor 
of burnt diesel fuel, as well 
as the noise, resulting from 
the diesel locomotives’ op-
erations in the railyards 
has increased in recent 
years.

While the people of 
Queens and the New York 
City area have benefited by 

the increased use of rail to 
transfer waste, we also owe 
it to our constituents to try 
to mitigate some of the neg-
ative impacts.

I urge you and your 
Assembly colleagues to ap-
propriate the necessary 
funds to enable the MTA 
and LIRR to upgrade the 
diesel freight locomotives 
that serve our area. Such 
an investment would sub-
stantially lower the amount 
of harmful pollutants from 
diesel fumes in Queens, as 
well as in Brooklyn and 
Long Island, and would 
help improve the health 
and quality of life of the 
residents in affected neigh-
borhoods.

Also, this investment 
would be consistent with 
and further implement 
both the state’s and the 
city’s policies to clean up 
the environment and con-
serve energy.

Helen Marshall
Queens Borough President

Kew Gardens
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A
ctress Cecily Adams 
was born in Jamaica 
Feb. 6, 1958, to sing-
er Adelaide Efantis 

and actor Don Adams, of 
“Get Smart” fame.

Adams’ younger sister 
is the actress and television 
executive Stacey Adams. 
Her parents had divorced 
several months before her 
birth, and she led a peri-
patetic childhood in such 
far-off places as Costa Rica, 
Italy and Maryland before 
finally settling with her 
father and stepmother in 
Beverly Hills.

Perhaps best known 
for her Ferengi character 

Ishka in the TV series “Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine,” she 
also directed or acted in se-
ries including “Simon & 
Simon,” “Murphy Brown” 
and “Home Improvement.” 
She died in 2004 at the age 
of 46.

After moving to Cali-
fornia, the Queens native 
attended Beverly Hills 
High School, where she 
was a classmate of another 
future star, Nicolas Cage. 
At this stage in her life, she 
became interested in act-
ing and involved in theater 
in her college days at the 
University of California-
Irvine. Following gradua-

tion, she supported herself 
waitressing and working as 
a clown while pursuing her 
first big break in acting.

The young Adams was 
doubly blessed in her cho-
sen career, as she landed 
casting opportunities with 
a succession of directors 
while appearing in small 
acting roles. She even be-
gan to appear on stage in 
the 1980s in performances 
such as “Two on the Aisle 
for Murder” and “Pressing 
Engagements,” where she 
met her husband, Jim Bea-
ver.

On the silver screen, 
her starring role in the 1991 
drama “Little Secrets” pro-
pelled the film to a Silver 
Medal at the Houston Film 
Festival.

The talented actress 
reached the peak of her 
television popularity with 
her role in “Star Trek: Deep 

Space Nine.” Her heavily 
made-up, costumed Feren-
gi character was in fact 
nine years younger than 
her son Quark on the show, 
played by actor Armin 
Shimerman. She was also a 
frequent attraction at Star 
Trek fan gatherings around 
the country.

The actress remained 
active in the 1990s, mak-
ing numerous television 
appearances in “Just Shoot 
Me,” “Party of Five” and 
“Melrose Place” and reunit-
ed with her father in the TV 
movie “Get Smart Again.” 
At this stage of her career, 

the versatile Adams also 
became active in the come-
dy improvisational troupes 
The Groundlings and Acme 
Comedy Theatre.

She was also an acting 
coach to others aspiring 
in her trade. Not satisfied 
with treading the boards, 
as a lyricist she penned pop 
songs, commercial jingles 
and TV show theme songs. 
In 2001, Adams added per-
haps her most important 
job title, becoming a moth-
er when she gave birth to 
her only child, daughter 
Madeline.

A life filled with talent, 

fame and adoring fans was, 
however, not to be blessed 
with longevity. In 2003, the 
actress of stage and screen, 
mentor to others and moth-
er was diagnosed with lung 
cancer in spite of never 
having smoked.

Desperate to survive 
long enough to raise Mad-
eline, Adams submitted 
herself to experimental and 
painful cancer treatments 
to fight the disease, which 
was in an advanced stage. 
She lost her struggle four 
months after her diagnosis, 
dying in her sleep in March 
2004.

Her husband’s memoir, 
“Life’s That Way,” memo-
rializes her tireless fight 
and their last few months 
together.

For more information, 
call the 718-278-0700 or visit 
astorialic.org.

Film, stage actress Cecily Adams, 46, born in Jamaica

A mayor of the people, Ed Koch will be greatly missed

W
alking on the 
Brooklyn Bridge, 
holding a pere-
grine falcon.

Before I proceed with 
thoughts of former Mayor 
Ed Koch, there are things 
we cannot forget, lest we 
fall into decline again in the 
greatest city in the world.

Those old enough to re-
member the mid-l970s will 
remember these: The city 
came close to bankruptcy. 
There was a blackout in the 
summer of 1977. There were 
riots. Graffiti and urban 

decay seemed to be every-
where. Abandoned build-
ings seemed to be every-
where. Parks were being 
neglected. Times Square 
and its vicinity were not a 
crossroads of the world you 
wanted to stroll through.

Into this mess came a 
brash U.S. representative, 
a terror to the Democratic 
“bosses.” He was blunt. He 
was funny. He was smart. 
He was contradictory. You 
cheered him or you booed 
him, but no one thought he 
gave much of a thought to 
anything except the city he 
loved.

And to himself, of 
course, and his legacy.

He did a good job in 
housing for those in need. 
He did a good job about 
making our parks better. 
Elaine and I can attest to 

the progress in Forest Park. 
We lived on Park Lane 
South for decades and saw 
neglect turn to renaissance 
in many instances.

He did much for health, 
but his stance on Sydenham 
Hospital and the AIDS pan-
demic left a good deal to be 
desired. His stance on race 
relations was the subject 
of much controversy, even 
though he assembled the 
most diverse team of depu-
ties and commissioners in 
the history of City Hall.

His third term was 
tinged with corruption, 
but he was not part of it. 
Perhaps some of it was due 
to not watching carefully 
enough. Donald Manes, 
then the Queens borough 
president, committed sui-
cide because of one of those 
scandals.

Take him all in all, I 
think he was a good mayor 
and, perhaps, even as great 
as I am sure he thought he 
was.

All who lived during 
his time have memories 
of him. Perhaps they will 
share them in comments 
on the TimesLedger News-
papers website. I have 
asked five friends to do so 
and I will give you their 
responses in the comments 
section.

Remembering the walk 

on the Brooklyn Bridge: 
A transit strike started 
April 1, 1980. Day after day, 
Koch was out on the bridge 
cheering up people walking 
across it. It helped to have 
such a guy on your side.

Remembering the per-
egrine falcon: Cornell Uni-
versity started a program 
to return peregrine falcons 
to New York City. Nests 
were set up on bridges and 
on high buildings. One 
of those nests was in the 
tower of 4 Irving Place, the 

landmark headquarters of 
Con Edison.

On June 30, 1981, Cor-
nell and Con Ed came with 
falcons to City Hall Park to 
publicize the effort. Koch 
bravely put on a huge leath-
er glove and held one of the 
peregrine falcons. His fa-
cial expressions were won-
derful: awe, a bit of fright, a 
bit of disbelief. Priceless.

The peregrine falcons 
have returned in strength. 
Under Koch, our greatest 
cheerleader, the city of New 
York returned in strength.

Did he contradict him-
self? Of course. He was 
large. He contained multi-
tudes.

Thank you, Edward Ir-
ving Koch.

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

The talented actress reached the peak 
of her television popularity with her 
role in ‘Star Trek: Deep Space Nine.’

He was smart. He was contradictory. 
You cheered him or you booed him, 

but no one thought he gave much of a 
thought to anything except the city he 

loved.
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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New York City District #28 
is located at 90-27 Sutphin 
Blvd. Jamaica, NY providing 
education in Queens County. 
Jamaica is a neighborhood 
in the borough of Queens 
in New York City. When 
Queens was incorporated 
into the City of Greater New 
York in 1898, both the Town 
of Jamaica and the village of 
Jamaica were dissolved, but 
the neighborhood of Jamaica 
regained its role as county 
seat. The Neighborhood is 
part of Queens Community 
Board.

District # 28 offers tradi-
tional and non-traditional 
programs which encourage 

active family participation. 
They work to motivate and 
strengthen individual confi-
dence and self-determination 
in both parents and children. 
Testing: students and teach-
ers are expected to adhere 
to the district protocol for 
all testing events. The Pro-
tocol is reviewed by students 
and teachers at the start of 
each year. General directions 
about honesty and character 
during testing are reviewed. 
This New York City District 
offers students interscholas-
tic athletics, and sponsors a 
variety of extracurricular ac-
tivities.

ADVERTISEMENT

New York City District #28

BY REBECCA HENELY

Since the start of the recession, River 
Fund Executive Director Swami Durga 
Das said he has seen the families coming 
to his Richmond Hill food pantry nearly 
double and he worries that planned federal 
cuts could make the problem worse.

“I think they really would struggle 
where to find their food and their next meal 
sometimes,” Das said.

The Food Bank for New York, which 
has partnerships with 200 food pantries 
and soup kitchens throughout the borough, 
said they are concerned about a number of 
cuts to federal hunger prevention programs 
coming down the pipeline.

The most recent executive budget 
turns the dedicated funding for the Hun-
ger Prevention & Nutrition Assistance 
Program into a competitive funding pool 
where it will have to vie with other federal 
programs treating hunger for funds every 
year. The automatic cuts from sequestra-
tion — planned for March 1 — could also 
drop 35,700 New York state families from 
the Women, Infants and Children food pro-

gram, putting a further strain on the emer-
gency food system.

The Food Bank is also worried about a 
10 percent reduction in food stamps set for 
November 2013.

“I think it’s going to have some really 
far-reaching impacts with respect to pro-
grams that serve low-income New York-
ers,” said Triada Stampas, senior director 
of government relations for the city Food 
Bank, “everything from housing programs 
to education programs to child care pro-
grams to nutrition programs.”

Das’ River Fund food pantry, at 89-
11 Lefferts Blvd. in Richmond Hill, once 
served 200 to 300 families a week, but since 
the recession hit in late 2008, the pantry 
has started serving about 500 to 700 house-
holds a week. The number of seniors they 
serve has also gone up by a third. Das said 
the Hunger Prevention program accounts 
for the lifeblood of their food pantry’s fund-
ing, especially since additional funding 
sources have declined since the recession.

“So any change to the HPNAP funding 
that’s not an increase would really affect 
us drastically,” he said.

Queens food pantries fearing 
federal cuts to hunger funding
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The sanctity of the doc-
tor-patient relationship: 
it’s an ancient tenet of 
medicine, but also a fun-
damental issue in one of 
modern healthcare’s hot-
test topics - coordination 
of care.  

As the nation searches 
for the best way to cre-
ate a more collaborative, 
financially sustainable 
system that works for pa-
tients, long term care is 
providing effective mod-
els and lessons. At the 
same time, we are work-
ing with the government 
to eliminate barriers to 
what we believe can lead 
to significant growth for 
those effective, collabora-
tive solutions. 

I’m talking specifically 
about PACE, a managed 
care program that has 
served long term care pa-
tients for 25 years. PACE, 
the Program for the All-
Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly, is a coordinated 
care model that improves 
both the patient’s health 
and Medicaid’s bottom 
line.

  
Focused on the most 

costly and complex indi-
viduals to care for – pa-
tients eligible for Medi-
care and Medicaid who 
are qualified to live in a 
nursing home – the PACE 
model brings together 
nurses, physicians, so-
cial workers, therapists 
and other caregivers to 
create a coordinated care 
plan for each patient. The 
goal is to keep the patient 
healthy and at home while 
assisting with the activi-
ties of daily life, such as 
washing, dressing, eating 
and socializing. 

The model is catching 
on, and PACE, we believe, 
is poised for significant 
growth.  

In the case of Center-

Light Healthcare in New 
York, the nation’s larg-
est PACE program, a key 
reason for this projected 
growth is a waiver issued 
by Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, the fed-
eral agency that adminis-
ters these programs. Most 
PACE programs require 
patients to see PACE-em-
ployed physicians, and 
discourage enrollment by 
seniors who want to stick 
with their doctors. The 
waiver eliminates that en-
rollment barrier by allow-
ing patients to see their 

own doctor as part of their 
PACE care plan. Waivers 
have also been issued to 
a small number of other 
PACE programs and dis-
cussions have taken place 
in Washington about re-
vising the rules on physi-
cians for PACE programs 
nationwide.

For the patient and 
for our state’s Medicaid 
systems, the resulting 
growth in enrollment 
could have a huge impact. 
Figures from the New 
York State Department 
of Health show that, for 

75% of the cost of perma-
nently residing in a nurs-
ing home, CenterLight 
PACE programs can pro-
vide substantially more 
services, while keeping 
patients safe at home.

The issue is particu-
larly timely, as New York 
State also recently issued 
a new mandate that all 
long term care patients 
enroll in a managed care 
program.  

So, what if a new op-
portunity allowed PACE 
patients to use their cur-
rent doctor and still take 

advantage of the coordi-
nated care that serves 
them so well?  Would we 
enter a realm where we 
can offer more patients the 
kind of care they need? 

With managed care 
gaining prominence 
again as a solution to our 
nation’s healthcare cri-
sis, our industry’s lead-
ers have an opportunity 
to build PACE’s demon-
strated results by grow-
ing that program and ap-
plying its lessons about 
coordinated care to other 
programs as well.

ADVERTORIAL
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R

E
S

-0
6

0
414

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

March 3rd Lunch and Slide Show: Jews on the Silk Road
 Uzbekistan was the center of world commerce 1000 years   
 ago, and where there was commerce, there were jews.
April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall,
enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

Chapin Home 
for the Aging

Chapin Home’s policy throughout its history has 
been to provide the aging men and women who 

come to live here a true Home. We are a not-for-profi t 
skilled-nursing facility established in 1869. Our staff 

of dedicated professionals offers compassionate 
residential and adult day-care services for your loved 

ones. Our services include Long Term Care, Short Term 
Rehabilitation and Adult Day Health Care Center.

www.chapinhome.org
165-01 Chapin Parkway

Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 739-2523

BY REBECCA HENELY

The national Literary 
Landmarks Association 
has designated 10 New York 
locations for landmark sta-
tus throughout its 27 years, 
but Saturday marked the 
first time in the state the 
association landmarked a 
library.

“Langston Hughes 
is now nationally recog-
nized,” said Andrew Jack-
son, executive director of 
the Langston Hughes Com-
munity Library & Cultural 
Center in Corona.

The Langston Hughes 
Library, at 100-02 Northern 
Blvd., received landmark 
status for being the first 
public institution to be 
named after Hughes, the 
premier poet of the Harlem 
Renaissance. It celebrated 
its new designation at the 
annual ceremony to give 
out the African American 

Heritage Month Awards.
“I feel really proud and 

honored to be here today,” 
said Tom Galante, chief 
executive officer of the 
Queens Library system.

The Literary Land-
marks Association is an 
arm of United for Librar-
ies, an advocacy group for 
libraries across the nation. 
In the past, the association 
has recognized New York 
literary sites such as 
Washington Irving’s home 
and the Algonquin Round 
Table, where many witty 
writers and actors of the 
early 20th century met for 
luncheon and jokes.

“It makes people more 
aware of the literary heri-
tage that’s in their own 
backyard,” said Rocco Stai-
no, who spoke at the cer-
emony on behalf of United 
for Libraries.

Staino said the com-
munity advocated for the 

library to receive its land-
mark status. The decision 
to name the library after 
Hughes in the wake of the 
poet’s death helped contin-
ue the poet’s legacy.

In addition, the library 
maintains the largest cir-
culating collection of black 
heritage books and items in 
the state of New York. Afri-
can-inspired sculptures 
and paintings of black writ-
ers, not only Hughes but 
also James Baldwin and 
Zora Neale Hurston, deco-
rate the walls, Staino said. 

“Just walk around the 
library and black heritage 
pops out at you,” Staino 
said.

State Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) 
praised the decision to land-
mark the library, which he 
said he has watched and 
help financially support 
through his decades in of-
fice.

Langston Hughes Library 
now a ‘literary landmark’
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www.pmpediatrics.com

210-31 26th Avenue  (Bay Terrace Shopping Center)  Bayside, NY 11360
 718-747-KIDS(5437)

NEW NORTH BABYLON, LONG ISLAND LOCATION COMING - APRIL 1, 2013!
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FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

$100 OFF
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13

99
 

Swiss movements excluded. 2 per customer. 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13

-Special- 
Sterling Silver Bracelets 

Starting at $89*

$499*

Hindu Cultural Center founder accused of larceny
BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
Two women who had worked 

for a South Ozone Park nonprofit 
and are connected to the city gov-
ernment were arrested on charg-
es they stole tens of thousands of 
dollars from the organization’s 
senior lunch program through an 
overbilling and kickback scheme, 
the state attorney general said 
Monday.

Chan Jamoona, 66, who is 
the founder of the United Hindu 
Cultural Council and also serves 
on the Queens General Assembly, 
was charged with grand larceny 
and conspiracy along with sev-
eral other counts, state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman said.

Her daughter, Veda Jamoo-
na, 28, who is a staffer in city 
Comptroller John Liu’s public 
affairs office and a former execu-
tive director of the council, also 
faces grand larceny, conspiracy 
and other charges in connection 
with the scheme, he said.

“By stealing from the senior 
center lunch program, the defen-
dants put personal greed ahead 
of the basic needs of New York se-

niors,” Schneiderman said Mon-
day.

“When it comes to services 
vital for our seniors, we cannot 
accept fraud as a cost of doing 
business. My office will pros-
ecute fraud in critical New York 
programs to the fullest extent of 
the law,” he said.

According Schneiderman, 
Chan and Veda Jamoona are al-
leged to have made off with the 

money by falsifying bills submit-
ted to the city Department for 
the Aging, which funded the pro-
gram.

They are accused of ordering 
employees at the nonprofit, at 118-
09 Sutter Ave., to make up false 
invoices from the senior center’s 
caterer, Sonny’s Roti Shop, and 
put fake signatures on sign-in 
sheets, the AG’s office said.

The owner of Sonny’s Roti 

Shop, Steven Rajkumar, 57, was 
also charged in connection with 
the scheme, the AG said. He is 
accused of receiving payments 
for the false invoices and kicking 
some of the money back to Chan 
Jamoona, Schneiderman said. 
Sonny’s Roti Shop is at 118-06 Lib-
erty Ave. in Ozone Park.

The AG’s office said that be-
tween 2007 the three are suspect-
ed of stealing at least $50,000.

They were arraigned Mon-
day in State Supreme Court in 
Queens as investigators carried 
out a search warrant for docu-
ments and computers at the Unit-
ed Hindu Cultural Council.

Asked for comment, Chan 
Jamoona said the information 
provided by the attorney gener-
al’s office was “totally incorrect,” 
but would not elaborate.

Rajkumar also told 
TimesLedger Newspapers he be-
lieved the information from the 
AG’s office was incorrect, but 
would not say anything further 
because he said he was directed 
not to speak with the press.

Liu’s office released a state-
ment saying Veda Jamoona was 
suspended without pay until fur-
ther notice. She has worked at the 
comptroller’s office since Janu-
ary 2012 at an annual salary of 
$55,000.

The top charge of grand lar-
ceny carries a maximum jail sen-
tence of five to 15 years.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Steven Rajkumar (l. to r.), owner of Sonny’s Roti Shop; Chan Jamoona, founder of the United Hindu Cultural Center; and 
Veda Jamoona, former executive director of the UHCC, were arrested on charges of conspiracy and grand larceny. 

Photo courtesy Eric Schneiderman
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Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

 

Grand Openin

* No purchase or bank transaction is necessary. Sweepstakes date is March 9, 2013.  You do not need to be a customer of the Bank to enter and win.  You must be at least 18 years or older and a resident of the State of

New York to enter.  Entry forms available during branch hours.  For all terms and conditions of the Bell Boulevard Grand Opening Celebration, please visit http://www.mynycb.com/promotion/BellBoulevard.pdf or stop by the

Bell Boulevard branch of Atlantic Bank, A Division of New York Commercial Bank, located at 41-11 Bell Boulevard, Bayside NY 11361.

New York Community Bank is not affiliated with Apple in any way.

Apple® and iPod® are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Apple is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.

New York Community Bank is not affiliated with WFAN in any way. © 2013 New York Commercial Bank- Member FDIC

First Prize Drawing* - ®

Special Offer - Stop by and receive a Travel Mug. While supplies last.

For more information speak with a branch representative or call (347) 408-4539

ree Hot Dog Cart

nd

BY PHIL CORSO

It was a real shake-up for one Forest 
Hills High School senior, who attempted 
to dance his class’ name onto the growing 
list of viral Harlem shakers taking over the 
Internet.

As part of the increasingly popular 
“Harlem Shake” phenomenon sweeping 
video websites such as YouTube, crowds 
have tried to outdo each other by posting 
their versions of the anything-goes dance 
craze to the artist Baauer’s song of the 
same name.

In Forest Hills, 17-year-old Arnis Me-
hmetaj tried organizing a shake of his own 
with help from his classmates, only to find 
himself on the wrong end of the groove. By 
the time word had spread throughout the 
school, Mehmetaj had actually tried to call 
off the dance, a school spokeswoman said.

But it was too late to stop the shake.
A large mass of high schoolers flooded 

the Forest Hills High School lobby around 
9:30 a.m. Feb. 15 ready to roll, but school ad-
ministrators pulled the plug on the party be-
fore the shake had begun, the school said.

The chaos led to Mehmetaj’s five-day 
suspension and arrest after school officials 

and police officers tried to disperse the 
crowd, the school and police said. Accord-
ing to the school, the high school senior 
initially received a serious shake of the 
administration’s finger when they stripped 
him of some student privileges.

The school has since rescinded the 
suspension, a spokeswoman said, but Meh-
metaj will still have to appear in court to 
answer the desk ticket for disorderly con-
duct he received from the 112th Precinct.

One student at the school, who did not 
want to be named, said he was looking for-
ward to getting into the video and did not 
believe Mehmetaj meant to offend anyone 
or put his classmates in danger.

“We have been seeing the video all 
over,” he said. “I thought it would be funny 
to make one of our own.”

Students in other city schools have al-
ready been successful in securing “Harlem 
Shake” fame. After a simple search, videos 
have already gone viral out of schools such 
as Stuyvesant High School, where students 
recorded their video on their indoor esca-
lators. At the nearby Bronx Science High 
School, students also posted a video where 
they lost their collective minds amid the 
dance craze.

Forest Hills HS pulls plug
 on wild student video dance 
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Latest fare hike for MTA to kick in over the weekend
Agency will rake in $450M for two years from raising prices for MetroCards, railroads and tolls

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The cost of your ride 
is going up as of this week-
end.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
says the transit hike will 
raise $450 million in each of 
two years for the perpetual-
ly cash-strapped agency.

The hikes, the fourth 
in five years, were approved 
by the MTA board Dec. 19 
after a series of public hear-
ings in every borough and 
other areas served by the 
MTA.

The commuter rail-
roads Metro-North and 
Long Island Rail Road will 
begin charging the new 
fares Friday for monthly, 
one-way and round-trip 
ticket holders. For those 
using weekly tickets, new 
fares take effect Saturday.

On average, most com-
muter rail tickets will go 

up between 8.2 percent and 
9.3 percent, depending on 
ticket and distance. The 
discounted City Ticket for 
one-way weekend travel 
within New York City will 

go up to $4 from $3.75 start-
ing Saturday.

The base fare for sub-
ways, local buses, Staten 
Island Railroad and Ac-
cess-A-Ride rises to $2.50 

from $2.25; the base fare 
for express buses goes to $6 
from $5.50; and the pay-per-
ride bonus discount will be 
reduced to 5 percent from 
7 percent but will now be 

available for adding as lit-
tle as $5 onto a MetroCard, 
down from $10 previously. 
A single-ride ticket bought 
from MetroCard vending 
machines rises to $2.75 
from $2.50.

The $30-day unlim-
ited MetroCard goes to $112 
from $104. The seven-day 
unlimited ride MetroCard 
will cost $30, up from $29. 
The seven-day express bus 
plus MetroCard will cost 
$55, up from $50.

Unlimited ride Metro-
Cards purchased March 2 
or earlier must be activated 
by March 10 to get the full 
value. Those activated after 
that date will allow travel 
through April 9 for 30-day 
cards and March 17 for sev-
en-day cards. Any remain-
ing time will be refunded 
on a pro-rated basis.

A $1 fee will be charged 
for each new MetroCard 
purchased at a MetroCard 

vending machine or station 
booth.

 Higher toll rates on 
the MTA’s seven bridges 
and two tunnels will take 
effect at 2 a.m. Sunday. At 
most bridges and tunnels, 
tolls are going up to $5.33 
from $4.80 for E-ZPass us-
ers and to $7.50 from $6.50 
for cash motorists.

For many years, the 
last Wednesday of every 
month was set aside for 
MTA board meetings. Not 
so on Feb. 27, since the MTA 
voted to reduce the number 
of meetings from 12 to eight 
at the recommendation of 
former MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota, who announced 
at the Dec. 19 meeting that 
he was resigning to run for 
mayor.

More details on the 
fare increase are available 
online at mta.info.

A single MetroCard ride will cost $2.50 starting Saturday. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Come in  
costume & 

receive 2 free 
tickets

PENGUIN PURIM PARTY

Samuel Field Y 58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY
718.225.6750

JOIN US FOR A CARNIVAL! AN ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE WITH INFLATABLES, CRAFTS, 

GAMES & MUCH MORE!!
TICKETS FOR SALE AT THE DOOR FOR ALL THE FUN

SNEAKERS MUST BE WORN IN THE GYM
KOSHER REFRESHMENTS FOR SALE

CAMP
AND NURSERY
OPEN HOUSEBRING A NON

PERISHABLE FOOD
ITEM & RECEIVE 2

FREE TICKETS

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
�������	
��������������������

Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take   

or Q37. Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin  

Boulevard Station. Shuttle access via  

LIRR or    trains. 

Over 5,000 Table Games 
and Slot Machines.
NEW! European Single-Zero  

Roulette and Video Poker Parlor  

just MINUTES AWAY!

MORE GAMES.
MORE WINNING.

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!
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paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Organizers of the third 
annual Elmhurst Lunar 
New Year celebration took 
to the streets Saturday at 
a rescheduled event after 
Snowstorm Nemo froze 
their previous plans, but 
bad weather followed them 
nonetheless.

Through persistent 
rain and cloudy skies, Ko-
rean drummers, a march-
ing band and a lion dancer 
with its head wrapped in 
plastic made their way 
from Clement Clarke Moore 
Homestead Park, at 45th Av-
enue and Broadway, to St. 
Jame’s Episcopal Church, 
at 84-07 Broadway, for a fes-
tival to ring in the Year of 
the Snake.

“Unfortunately, every 
year we’ve had rain or ice 
or snow, but that doesn’t 
deter us,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights) said.
Elmhurst was sched-

uled to have its Lunar New 
Year celebration Feb. 9 with 
the newly elected U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
as grand marshal, but the 
parade was rescheduled as 

Nemo threatened.
While brief compared 

to the festivities in Flush-
ing, the heart of the Asian 
community in Queens, 
Dromm said he started 
the Elmhurst event for the 
growing Asian population 
in the neighborhood. Lu-
nar New Year is the most 
important holiday in sev-
eral Asian cultures.

“What we’re trying to 
do is plant the seeds for civ-
ic engagement and commu-
nity pride,” Dromm said.

The event began with 
a performance by the New 
York Hung Sing Kwoon Coy 
Lee Fut Lion Dance Team 
from Flushing at the park. 
Then a few hundred march-
ers made their way to the 
church. Despite the many 
marchers, the parade kept 
to the sidewalk with a po-
lice car occasionally block-
ing off car traffic to help 
them pass.

Elmhurst holds parade 
in late Lunar New Year

A lion dancer protects 
its head to dance in the 
rain during the Elmhurst 
Lunar New Year Parade. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens lawmaker 
took to the 149th Street 
bridge in Murray Hill yet 
again to denounce its con-
tinued closure and the hor-
rendous traffic conditions 
that it causes.

The bridge, which 
spans the Long Island Rail 
Road tracks between 41st 
and Roosevelt avenues, was 
first barricaded in 2010 for 
a reconstruction project 
and slated to reopen in No-
vember 2011, according to 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who visited the 
ill-fated crossing last week 
to call on the city to expe-
dite its opening.

The city Department 
of Transportation never 
took away construction 

barriers after it identified 
defects that are preventing 
the agency from signing 
off on the work and open-
ing it to vehicular traffic, 
although it was opened to 
pedestrian use.

“This project has been 
plagued with delays and in-
terruptions from the very 
beginning. It is clear that 
this contractor performed 
sloppy and substandard 
work that could have poten-
tially put lives at risk,” he 
said. “This is simply unac-
ceptable and now the com-
munity is made to suffer 
because of these transgres-
sions.”

The bridge actually 
lies in the district of Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone). She and recently 
elected state Assemblyman 

Ron Kim (D-Flushing) held 
a similar news conference 
complaining about the 
bridge last summer, when 
Kim was running for his 
seat.

Store owners told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
at the time that the closed 
road is a nightmare for lo-
cal businesses since it is 
preventing customers from 
reaching them and also 
a source of accidents for 
people pulling U-turns and 
finding alternate routes. 
It is becoming a nighttime 
hangout for drunks, others 
said.

This time around, 
Avella is calling on the city 
to resolve the issue with 
the contractor as soon as 
possible.

Lawmaker displays road rage
at long-closed Flushing bridge 
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

718–423–9300

ALLERGY & ASTHMA FAMILY CARE CENTER
An accurate diagnosis 
can lead to sinus relief.

Sinus disorders are often 
caused by difficult-to-diagnose 

interrelated problems.
Dr. Robert Mittman specializes 

in the relief of nasal, 
sinus and respiratory disorders.

FLU SHOTS 
AVAILABLE

Nose, Eye and Ear Conditions
Breathing Problems
Sinus Headache
Skin Rashes
Bronchitis
Hives
Eczema
Insect, Pet and Food Allergies
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CARING CLOWNS PERFORM 
AT ELMHURST HOSPITAL 

CENTER’S “HELPING KIDS HEAL” 
PEDIATRIC CARE FUNDRAISING 

EVENT AT P.S. 19 Q
Professional Clowns from East Meets 

West Clown Tour and Corona School Kids 
Raise Funds for Elmhurst Hospital Center

On February 20, 2013, Elmhurst Hospital Center and 
P.S. 19 in Corona, Queens partnered together for “Help-
ing Kids Heal”, a fundraising event benefiting Elmhurst 
Hospital Center’s Pediatric Department. Twelve clowns 
from the New York City area and from Japan, who are 
participants in this year’s New York Clown Alley East-
West Tour, performed two one-hour back to back shows 
in the school’s auditorium to entertain school children 
grades K through 5. Their comedic performances in-
cluded juggling, magic, acrobatics, and balloon art.

The children at PS 19 attended the event free of 
charge thanks to the generosity of the community 
and local businesses. “Helping Kids Heal” raised over 
$2,500, with proceeds from event sponsorship donated 
to the Elmhurst Hospital Auxiliary for renovation of 
EHC’s pediatric treatment areas. The students of PS 19 
also undertook fundraising in support of the hospital, 
raising an additional $800 for one of the busiest medi-
cal facilities in Queens.

Council Member Julissa Ferreras  (D-East Elmhurst) 
attended the event and encouraged the students to fol-
low their dreams. “Being able to join the Helping Kids 
Heal EHC fundraiser at P.S. 19 was such a joy,” said Fer-
reras , who attended P.S. 19 as a child and later worked 
at the school as a Beacon Program Director. “Seeing 
children learning while laughing just goes to show how 
essential these events are to the students and faculty. I 
am thankful that we have such a wonderful hospital in 
the community that truly cares about the health and 
well-being of our residents.”    

“Laughter is the world’s best medicine, and on be-
half of the New York Clown Alley East-West Tour, we’re 
excited to bring our show to the children of PS 19, and 
to support the Pediatrics Department of Elmhurst 
Hospital,” said Cyrus Zavieh, President of the New York 
Clown Alley.  “If I can take away the pain of a sick child 
or geriatric patient for a while, then I have done my job 
not only as a clown, but as a person”.

“Thanks to the generous support of our Helping 
Kids Heal sponsors, we’re thrilled to be able to bring 
this world-class entertainment to the children of PS 
19,”said Elmhurst Hospital Executive Director Chris 
Constantino.  “Money raised from this event will help 
us make much-needed improvements to our pediatric 
treatment areas and playrooms.”

The clown troupe will visit other area hospitals be-
fore embarking on an international engagement to 
visit and perform for hospitalized children in Malay-
sia.  For more information on this event, please call 
718.334.1259.  To find out more about how to support 
pediatric care at Elmhurst Hospital Center, please visit 
nyc.gov/elmhursthospital/give.

Woodhaven split irks civic
Block Association believes redistricting is unfair obstacle for residents

BY STEVE MOSCO

The Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Block Association 
wants to unify the neigh-
borhood — a difficult task 
when redistricting carves 
up the community.

Members of the WRBA 
visited the TimesLedger 
Newspapers office last 
week, and among the topics 
discussed was the associa-
tion’s distaste for the way 
Woodhaven was divided in 
the congressional and state 
Senate redistricting.

“This process has not 
treated Woodhaven well,” 
said Alex Blenkinsopp, the 
association’s director of 
communications and sec-
ond vice president.  “It di-
lutes our voice and causes 
confusion. No one knows 
what district the library is 
in and which Council mem-
ber to call for help. We split 
worse than ever.”

Blenkinsopp said the 
latest round of redistricting 
split Woodhaven into three 
Senate districts as well as 
two congressional districts 
and City Council districts. 
In the Senate, Woodhaven 
is divided between Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
to the west, Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Jamaica) to the 
east and Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
down the middle.

Council members Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 

Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) represent 
Woodhaven in the 
Council district, 
mirroring the configura-
tion that existed before 
redistricting, but many 
residents previously repre-
sented by Crowley are now 
represented by Ulrich and 
vice-versa.

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Ridgewood) are 
Woodhaven’s congressio-
nal representatives, with 
Velazquez representing the 
lion’s share of the neighbor-
hood.

It is a constantly shift-
ing arrangement that is 
confusing residents as well 
as the block association.

“It’s hard when the 
residents ask for help be-
cause it’s not always easy to 
know who to talk to,” said 
Martin Colberg, director of 
the association. “It creates 

more red tape.”
Blenkinsopp 

said dividing 
Woodhaven de-
fies logic because 

the entire neighborhood 
shares the same issues 
north, south, east and west.

“The issues that affect 
those north of Jamaica Av-
enue affect those south of 
Jamaica Avenue,” he said. 
“We have the same public 
transit complications and 
the same noise complaints. 
We send our children to 
the same schools and our 
firehouses face the same 
cuts. We are not different 
communities. We share the 
same services and face the 
same issues.”

Another important is-
sue faced by residents, ac-
cording to the WRBA, is the 
question of what to do with 
the abandoned Rockaway 
rail line that cuts straight 
through Woodhaven.

Two options for the 

tracks emerged last year, 
but neither was met with 
enthusiasm by the block as-
sociation or the residents it 
represents. The first option 
called to reactive the rail 
line, giving residents in the 
Rockaways another com-
muting option. The second 
option was brought to the 
association by Friends of 
the Queensway, an organi-
zation that sought to repur-
pose the rail corridor into 
parkland featuring art and 
a bike path.

“Both sides came out 
and made strong argu-
ments,” said Blenkinsopp, 
referring to a town hall 
meeting held in Wood-
haven last year. “But quite 
frankly, I don’t think either 
side was prepared to an-
swer some of the questions 
brought to them by our 
residents.”

Blenkinsopp said resi-
dents were against turning 
the stretch into parkland 
because of privacy con-
cerns raised by those living 
close to the tracks. There 
were also concerns about 
parking, lack of security 
and overburdening an al-
ready overtaxed police pre-
cinct.

The association mem-
bers said the argument 
against reactivating the 
line for train use was more 
obvious: Residents do 
not want trains running 
through their backyards.

Woodhaven Residents’ Block Association members Janet Chan-
Smith (from l.-r.), Martin Colberg and Alex Blenkinsopp visit the 
TimesLedger Newspapers office last week to discuss the neighbor-
hood’s concerns. Photo by Joe Anuta

Now, areas have stabilized 
dramatically,” Graziano 
said. “This still allows for 
development, but creates a 
more predictable outcome. 
It is about saving neighbor-
hoods that deserve to be 
saved.”

In 2001, Graziano ran 
on the Green Party line for 
the 20th Council District, a 
seat that eventually went to 
now-city Comptroller John 
Liu. But in 2009, the Flush-

ing activist said he changed 
his political designation to 
Democrat so he could vote 
for Avella in a 2009 primary 
for mayor. He said his shift 
in party affiliation only un-
derscored what he referred 
to as independent and com-
plex political ideologies.

“I’m different. My 
background is in civics and 
my work has been with civ-
ics,” Graziano said. “I have 
no problem with being po-
litical, but I am not a politi-
cian. I am an independent 
person.”

Graziano said he was 
unhappy with the way 

Halloran had represented 
northeast Queens since 
his election in 2009, and he 
would be initiating an inde-
pendent campaign, free of 
political commitments or 
special interests, to get the 
resources his communities 
need.

In other issues, Grazia-
no said he also supported 
increasing the minimum 
wage to match with infla-
tion, but was against char-
ter schools and stop-and-
frisk. Instead, he proposed 
increased patrols, which 
could be funded by budget 
reallocation.

If elected, Graziano 
said he was interested in 
chairing various commit-
tees in the Council, includ-
ing Land Use, Education, 
Parks and Finance. He will 
face off in a September pri-
mary against several other 
Democrats who have begun 
campaigning for the seat, 
including Democratic state 
committeeman Matthew 
Silverstein, former state 
Assemblyman John Duane, 
attorney Paul Vallone and 
Austin Shafran, of the 
state’s economic develop-
ment agency Empire State 
Development.

Continued from Page 5

Graziano

Neighborhood 
Spotlight
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2013 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Winter 2012 - 2013 Service Changes

There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St on the following weekends:

Mar:  1-4, 8-11, 15-18, 22-25

11:45PM Friday to 5AM Monday

Travel Alternatives:
 Take the  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

 Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

  Free shuttle buses provide alternate service to/from Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

Note:  service extended to Ditmars Blvd on Saturdays  from 7AM to 9PM and on Sundays from 9AM to 7PM.

For service to/from: 
 Times Sq-42 St: Transfer between the  and the  at Queensboro Plaza.

 42 St-Port Authority: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

 5 Av: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

  Grand Central-42 St: Take the  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the   
or , or take the at 74 St/Roosevelt Av to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your  
destination safely and easily. For details, go to mta.info, or download the free Weekender app to your iPhone or Android.
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MOBIILITY AND ACCESSIBILITYMOBIILI

POWER CHAIR
CHOICE OF COLORS 

CHOICE OF SEATS
AVAILABLE FOLDUP DESIGN

FOR EASY TRANSPORT
HOLDS UP TO 300LBS

STAIR LIFT
NARROW UNIT WITH FOLDUP SEAT

HOLDS UP TO 300LBS
PLUGS INTO A STANDARD OUTLET

INCLUDES STANDARD INSTALLATION
LIFETIME WARRANTY ON THE MOTOR

STARTING AT

$2,495.00

DIABETIC/ORTHOPEDIC SHOES
WITH CUSTOM INSERTS
FREE HOME EVALUATION

BY OUR CERTIFIED PEDORTHIST /SHOE FITTER
CHOICE OF STYLES, COLORS AND MATERIAL

DIAB

ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY AND SETUP! ALWAYS BEST PRICES WWW.SOLANOMA.COM
CREDIT CARDS AND
CHECKS ACCEPTED

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & MOST HEALTH
INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

TM

866-511-6940

BY RICH BOCKMANN

At the turn of the century, 
Port Authority and state officials 
were cautiously optimistic that 
new markets in Asia would pro-
vide a boon to the region’s air-
cargo industry.

Despite a weakening econo-
my in 2000, John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport ranked third 
nationwide in air-cargo tonnage, 
and the Port Authority’s system 
experienced a 13.5 percent boost 
in the first quarter of 2001.

But then came Sept. 11, and 
increased security measures 
along with climbing fuel prices 
helped push cargo off planes and 
onto trucks. Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport began to position 
itself as the gateway of choice 
for Asia’s air cargo industry and 
JFK lost even more ground to the 
centrally located O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport in Chicago.

According to a recent report 
commissioned by the Port Au-
thority and the New York City 
Economic Development Corp., 
between 2000 and 2010 air-cargo 
tonnage at JFK dropped 25 per-

cent, and the airport slid down to 
seventh nationwide.

“The air cargo industry 
alone accounts for tens of thou-
sands of jobs and generates bil-
lions of dollars in economic activ-
ity,” EDC President Seth Pinsky 
said. “We know, however, there is 
still room for improvement. The 
results of this study will allow us 

to build on our strengths, thereby 
ensuring that we continue to re-
main competitive in this impor-
tant industry well into the 21st 
century.”

According to the EDC, Ken-
nedy is the second-largest em-
ployer in Queens, with more than 
20 percent of its 69,000 employees 
working directly in air-cargo-

related jobs.
Throughout the region, the 

air-cargo industry supports $8.6 
billion in sales and nearly $3 bil-
lion in wages, and the 450-plus-
page study lays out a number of 
recommendations to reassert 
JFK’s position in the industry.

Central to the airport’s com-
petitive advantage, the report 

said, is a sophisticated network of 
freight-related businesses on the 
outskirts of the airport in Spring-
field Gardens.

“The air cargo traffic flow-
ing through JFK is largely de-
pendent on the hundreds of sup-
porting businesses in Queens 
and Nassau counties,” the report 
read. “The area directly across 
Rockaway Boulevard from the 
airport’s busiest cargo area holds 
one of the industry’s largest con-
centrations of customs brokers 
and freight forwarders.”

The study recommends mov-
ing these companies onto airport 
property and repositioning the 
cargo facilities to improve logis-
tics.

 It also recommends chang-
ing regulations banning 53-foot 
trailers from city streets such 
as the Van Wyck Expressway, 
which would make transporting 
cargo through Queens more cost-
effective. Furthermore, the study 
called on the Port Authority to 
come up with a formal marketing 
plan and a budget specifically al-
located to selling JFK as a com-
petitive air-cargo gateway.

JFK has lost ground in air cargo industry

A new study says that over the past decade John F. Kennedy International Airport has slipped from the third-largest air-
port in the country for air cargo to the seventh. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Baby, it’s cold outside, but before 
you know it, bathing suit season will be 
here, which means it’s time to register 
the youngins for summer day camp.

The key is finding a good camp 
program that’s the right fit for 
your child. Knowing your kids for 
who they really are – their likes 
and dislikes – and not what you 
want them to be is really impor-
tant. Then plan their activities 
according to your budget. The ul-
timate goal: a fun, safe and care-
free summer.

One popular day camp that’s 
close to home for many local 
residents is the Central Queens 
YM & YWHA, 67-09 108 St., For-
est Hills (718-268-5011, ext. 202 
www.CQY.org), Here, kids can 
choose their adventure from a 
variety of cool programs and 
create their own experience:

Campers spend fun-filled 
days at the magnificent 375-acre 
Henry Kaufmann Campgrounds, in 
Wheatley Heights, L.I., where there 
are four large swimming pools, ath-
letic facilities, comfortable shelters, 
shaded campsite areas, rolling wood-
lands and acres of nature trails. 

Younger campers expand their 
horizons with trips to sporting events, 
amusement parks. Tweens/teens en-
joy fabulous daily trips, late stays, 
overnights and extended trips to plac-

es such as Great Adventure, Keans-
burg Amusement Park, Mountain 
Creek, Splish Splash,  Adventureland 
and Fire Island.

Along with their dedicated, car-
ing staff, Program Director Danielle 
Hersch, and Assistant Director Andrea 
Gavora make a great team at the Sam-
uel Field Y (“The Everybody Place”), 
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck 
(718-225-6750, ext. 261, 263, 264). They 
would like parents to know that their 
camp is a unique option in that it’s very 
customizable – families can create their 
own personalized summer schedule. 
Early Bird Camp Fees (see table or visit 
www.sfysummercamps.org). They also 
offer a mini camp and extended care 
hours. 

“With our own private piece of 
paradise, our campers get to person-
alize their own campsites and enjoy a 
professionally planned, action-packed 
schedule that utilizes our 30-foot rock 
climbing wall, low ropes course and 
hand-planted vegetable garden,” says 
Hersch.

Beginning at age 2, campers start 
a journey that grows and evolves as 
they get older. From kindergarten un-
til fifth grade, campers have access to 
three playgrounds, six ballfields, and 
the largest swimming complex in Suf-
folk County.

Camp tuition is based on the type 
of schedule created (varies depending 

(Clockwise from above) Sports Camp offers 
a specialized summer option where camp-
ers can learn and refine skills in field hock-
ey, baseball and basketball. With four pools, 
campers have the chance to cool off and 
learn new swimming skills at the Samuel 
Field Y. By selecting an art elective, camp-
ers can work on a specialized project all 
summer.  Photos courtesy Max Berenson 

Find a camp that fi ts your child’s interests

Continued on Page 34

A TimesLedger Special Section 
Mar. 1-7, 2013
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TL Prepare children before they head to summer camp 
Get ready with essentials like light-colored clothing, bug repellents, rain gear and bathing suits

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Summertime. A time 
for exploration, freedom 
and empowerment. Why not 
give your kids the chance 
to express themselves this 
summer? The camp expe-
rience is ideal for building 
their confidence and devel-
oping maturity and emo-
tional intelligence, while 
teaching them team spirit.  

How do you prepare 
your child for camp – emo-
tionally? 

Before kids go to camp 
for the first time, talk about 
what they can expect and 
get them excited about their 
new summertime adven-
tures. Then observe how 
they handle themselves on 
their own by giving them a 
little freedom to take some 
risks despite your need 
as a loving parent to keep 
them forever protected in a 
bubble. Don’t worry.  Even-
tually they’ll develop sound 
values and a healthy sense 
of independence. 

Keep it simple and 
positive. 

Make it clear that 
staying home isn’t a great 
option, since you have to 
work and they’ll be bored 
hanging out with grand-
parents or a sitter. Show 
them photos of kids having 
fun (in the camp brochure). 
Tell them about how much 
fun their cousins or friends 
had at camp last summer.  

Sometimes one month 
of camp and one month at 
home doing fun things lo-
cally or going on a family 
trip may be a good way to 
balance summer activities, 
introduce your kids to camp 
gradually and save money.

Oasis Day Camp (Ages 
4-15) at Queensborough 
Community College, Bay-
side (646-519-5055 www.oa-
sischildren.com) offers fun 
and memories that will last 
a lifetime!

Their dedicated, car-
ing staff of teachers, coach-
es, college students and 
youth workers are positive 
role models who encourage 
campers to embrace new 
experiences and learn new 

skills.
(For age 4) Oasis Early 

Start program: designed 
to meet social, emotional, 
physical needs of junior 
campers. 

Both the Samuel Field Y 
and Central Queens Y have 
longstanding histories of 
delivering a nurturing envi-
ronment, where kids can be 
themselves, make lifelong 
friends and feel supported to 
grow as individuals.

Jennifer Woerner, di-
rector of Auxiliary and Sum-
mer Programs at The Kew-
Forest School, 119-17 Union 
Turnpike, Forest Hills (718-
268-4667, ext. 108), says there 
are various ways you can 
help your child prepare for a 
day camp experience. 

“If you have the oppor-
tunity, try and visit an open 
house or schedule a pri-
vate tour. Sometimes, just 
the act of being in a space 
without the pressure of a 
full ‘camp day’ can mean a 
world of difference.”  

It’s also very impor-
tant to speak to your child 
about what a typical camp 
day will be like. Woerner 
says. “Describe what ac-
tivities they might do, what 
lunch they’ll probably eat, 
who they might interact 
with (e.g. teachers, counsel-
ors, and new campers), and 
who they will be picked up 
by. This last part is crucial 
if this is your child’s first 
experience spending signif-
icant amounts of time away 
from Mommy and Daddy.  
You’ll want to remind them 
that although you will miss 
them, you (or whoever will 
be picking them up) will al-
ways be there at dismissal, 
waiting anxiously to hear 
how their day went.”  

She suggests if you 
know what activities are 
planned on a given day, 
speak to your young camp-
er about them so he or she 
will have something to 
look forward to. If activi-
ties take place off-campus, 
make sure you speak to 
your child about riding a 
bus as well.

And if your child has 
a shy disposition, remind 

her that there will be other 
children, just like her, who 
will be new to this experi-
ence and looking to make 
a new friend. “Explain that 
their counselors and teach-
ers will always be there to 
make sure they are safe, 
feel comfortable and help 
them if they ever need it,” 
says Woerner. 

Camp essentials:  bag, 

sneakers, sandals, T-shirts 
and shorts; light-colored 
clothing (if there’s a na-
ture trip, long sleeves and 
pants protect kids from the 
elements and mosquitoes 
– stuff a couple of dryer 
sheets in their pockets to 
keep them away) and al-
ways pack an extra outfit 
and a light rain jacket with 
a hood as well as a plastic 

bag for that wet bathing 
suit and towel; SPF 30 wa-
terproof suntan lotion as 
well as a good attitude and 
a smile; a hug and a kiss.

Most good camps are 
designed to meet the social, 
emotional and physical 
needs of campers.  Accord-
ing to Melissa Chertok, 
Central Queens Y camp di-
rector: adjusting to camp is 

easier than moms and dads 
may think.

 “Positive reinforce-
ment is key. Campers may 
be a little apprehensive at 
first, but the staff is trained 
to make transitions easy.  
Encourage your camper to 
tell you about all the excit-
ing activities they partici-
pated in, and how much fun 
they will have tomorrow.”

(Clockwise from top) The vegetable garden was a new addition last summer to “The Everybody Place.” Camp is a non-stop dance par-
ty with fantastic music specialists. Every Friday campers at the Samuel Field Y have the option to take part in a cooking elective. 

Photos courtesy Max Berenson 
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TLSpend your summer on a 
college campus!
Make the most of your summer by experiencing 

Hofstra Summer Camps, the largest University-based 
camp on the East Coast! With innovative programs, 

state-of-the-art facilities and a dedicated staff, Hofstra 
Summer Camps is the place to be this summer!

Specializing in academics, 
athletics and the arts

Open House
Sunday, April 7, 2013

Noon-2 p.m.
David S. Mack Physical Education Center

North Campus

•  Transportation 
   and lunch

•  Olympic-sized pool
•  Instructional swim
•  240-acre campus

•  Special events
•  State-of-the-art facilities

   and computer labs

•  Warm and caring
   professional staff

•  Registered nurses on
   staff all day

•  College science labs
•  Indoor and outdoor
   athletic and cultural

   facilities

For more information and to register, 
call 516-463-CAMP or visit hofstra.edu/camp.

Mention this ad and receive a free gift 
when you register for camp.
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Campers gain independence by sleeping away from home
BY ALEX PALMER

As summer arrives, 
parents begin consider-
ing how their kids will be 
spending their days. But 
while Queens parents have 
a range of options for camps 
in which to enroll their 
children, one question each 
mom and dad has to decide 
is whether day or sleepaway 
camp is a better fit. 

Both offer their own 
particular benefits, but be-
fore choosing, parents have 
to ask themselves — and 
their children — a few im-
portant questions. 

“We encourage par-
ents to understand what it 
means to go to sleep-away 
camp,” says Susie Lupert, 
executive director of the 
American Camp Associa-
tion, New York and New 
Jersey, which offers in-
formation and advice on 
hundreds of camps and 
activities that have been 
accredited by the organiza-
tion. “It’s fun, but it’s also 
a time for children to be 
independent and learn new 
skills so they can grow and 
really gain confidence.”

She emphasizes that 
there is not a specific age 
at which a child is ready 

to give this a try, that they 
may be ready to spend two 
months on their own as 
young as 8, or it might not 
be until they’re almost a 
teenager. The key question, 
according to Lupert, is 
whether the son or daugh-
ter has successfully spent 
the night away from home 
and family before — wheth-
er at a friend’s house for a 
sleepover or through an 

organization like church or 
scouts. 

“Sleepaway camp can 
be a difficult decision for 
parents to make, especially 
if they themselves have 
never gone to sleepaway 
camp,” says Wheaton Grif-
fin, executive director of 
New York YMCA Camp, 
which runs both sleepaway 
and day camps.

For this reason, many 

parents may want to con-
sider visiting the camp 
with their children not 
only to help their son or 
daughter familiarize them-
selves with the location, but 
to help the parent as well.

Day camps allow for 
children to develop many of 
the same skills, of fostering 
independence, socializing 
with a new group of people, 
experiencing the outdoors 

and learning new skills. 
But it comes with a less dra-
matic change to the sched-
ule to which kids are used.

“Day camp feels a bit 
more like school — a very 
fun school — in that you go 
in the morning and come 
home at night and remain 
in your neighborhood,” 
says Griffin.

Ultimately, the parent 
should make the decision 

of whether to opt for day 
camp or sleepaway camp by 
talking about it with their 
child.

“Kids should be in-
volved in the process,” says 
Lupert. “Some of our direc-
tors will even go to your 
home to answer questions 
about the camp, but when 
they do, the child should be 
in the room so they can ask 
their own questions.”

(Left) Water sports are sometimes part of kids’ camps. (Right) Let youngsters get up to bat at a sleepaway camp. 
 Photo courtesy American Camp Association, New York and New Jersey

Gather around the campfire for ghost stories and s’mores at 
sleepaway camps, like the New York YMCA Camp (pictured). 

Photo courtesy American Camp Association, New York and New Jersey
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Ages 2.9 - 16 years old

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT THE CAMP OFFICE

718–225–6750 X264

A fun and flexible summer program for children entering grades Pre-K to 6!

Summer at Kew-Forest!
July 1 - August 16 Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Featuring:
Academic and Recreational Options
Full-Day and Half-Day Programs;  
Before and After-Camp Care (7:30 am- 6 pm)
Registration by the day, week, or for the full 7-WEEK session!

Drama, Hands-on Science,
Sports, Martial Arts, Cooking,

Arts and Crafts, Computer Lab,
 Swimming, Field Trips and More!  

Available Classes:

The Kew-Forest School, 119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375
Phone: (718) 268-4667 ext. 108       Email: summer@kewforest.org        Website: www.kewforest.org 

Get a headstart on September when you register for Morning Academics or Combo Camp!

Come to our Open House!

After April 13th, please call the 
��������	
����������������������

FREE PARKING!

Saturday, April 13th, 2013
 11:00 am-1:00 pm          
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on days per week selected, 
which session is registered 
for). The option for academ-
ic enrichment is available 
at no extra charge, and they 
provide a licensed teacher 
to work with campers – at 
least once a week during 
pull-out periods – to enrich 
and strengthen any subject 
areas that pose problems. 
(Tuition also includes door-
to-door bus transportation 
from many neighborhoods 
in Queens).  

• 5th graders enter 
the Young Adventurers pro-
gram, offering a three-day 
trip to Mystic, Conn., and 
exciting day trips, like berry 
picking and Sesame Place, 
in addition to great outdoor 
activities when they are at 
the campgrounds. 

• Tween Camp – 
just for 6th and 7th grad-
ers, who split their time 
between campgrounds 
and day trips off-site: two 
four-day trips to explore 
nearby cities such as Bos-
ton, Ocean City and Phila-
delphia. The summer camp 
journey culminates with 
the Teen Travel program – 
explore sights in New York 
City and Long Island, the 
South Street Seaport, Six 
Flags Amusement Park, 
Broadway shows. Teens go 
on two five-day-long trips to 
cities like Montreal, Myrtle 
Beach, and Cleveland. 

“All of our programs 
are rooted in the belief that 
every child deserves an en-
vironment where all camp-
ers can live and play side-
by-side with one another, 
regardless of ability or dis-
ability. We firmly believe 

that summer is a time for 
exploration, freedom and 
empowerment, so we pride 
ourselves in offering a fully 
“unplugged” outdoor camp 
experience,” the Samuel 
Field Y camp team says.

Specialized day camps 
nurture talent, creativity, 
imagination and self-ex-
pression.

For budding musi-
cians, Belle Arti Center for 
the Arts, LLC, 108-10 72nd 
Ave., Forest Hills (718-261-
2237 www.bellearti.com) is 
the place to be for music!

Your child will flour-
ish in the environment of 
a prestigious school of the 
arts with a wide variety of 
classes. The program fosters 
work ethic, discipline and 
team work, while kids are 
taught by distinguished mu-
sic professionals. Recitals 
and performance opportuni-
ties in beautiful venues. (As-
sociation with the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra).

An enrichment camp 
experience, the World of 
Discovery Summer Day 
Camp of Queens, Bay Ter-
race, Bayside (718-229-3037 
info@worldofdiscovery.org) 
encourages kids 4 to 15 to 
find their interests and feel 
empowered to reach their 
potential by developing crit-
ical thinking skills. Camp-
ers develop their bodies 
and minds through sports, 
art and science, swimming, 
trips and rainy day fun.

At Omni Martial Arts 
sports camp, 3508 Ditmars 
Blvd., Astoria (718-726-0101 
www.OmniMartialArtsNY.
com) fitness and fun equal 
happy, healthy, active kids 
(ages 5-12), who will learn 
the values of team work, 

discipline, respect and fo-
cus, while having an excit-
ing summer and making 
friends. Staffed by profes-
sional educators and mar-
tial artists, with extensive 
experience working with 
kids. Daily trips are planned 
off school premises (i.e. mov-
ies, library, local park).

Omni offers “Fitness 
and Self Defense for Every 
Body,” specializing in Bra-
zilian and Japanese Jiu 
Jitsu, Judo, Kick Boxing, 
and more... 

Seth Bornstein, execu-
tive director of  Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
and his wife sent their two 
daughters to Queens College 
Summer Camp and Sports 
Academy, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd, Flushing (718.997.2777 
Q C . S u m m e r C a m p @
qc.cuny.edu) a few years 
ago.  He says it was a great 
experience for them as their 
daughters  met kids from 
diverse backgrounds and 
made new friends. Camp-
ers enjoy exciting programs 
on their beautifully land-
scaped 77-acre campus, 
with new tennis courts and 
playing fields.  

Kids can reconnect 
with nature this summer 
at HSBC Children’s Garden 
Summer Camp at Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing  (718-
886-3800 www.queensbo-
tanical.org/programs/chil-
drensgarden).

Campers will plant 
flowers, summer veggies 
and fruit; bake cookies in a 
solar oven; learn about ani-
mals, birds, insects, worms, 
climate and the environ-
ment; take wildlife tours, 
have scavenger hunts; raise 
and release butterflies, 
build planters and terrari-
ums, and lots more!

Continued from Page 29

NEW YORK MILITARY ACADEMY

July 7 - Aug 2

Visit our website for additional information at www.nyma.org
888-ASK-NYMA • Cornwall on Hudson, NY

Summer
ADVENTURE
PROGRAM

     A summer of fun, friendship challenge and opportunity 
for kids who want to GET OUT THERE AND DO this 
summer! Program includes an array of thoughtfully guided 
outdoor activities and challenge opportunities, as well as a 
full schedule of adventure learning with the military flavor 
that NYMA summer programs are famous for:

• white water rafting
• paintball 
• zipline

• horsemanship
• ropes course
• and nightly activities

American
Dance & 

Drama Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 2.5-15

July 1st - Aug. 16th 
917.602.6271 

dance@nyc.rr.com

Royal’s 
Basketball 

Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 7-16

Boys Week #1 
July 29th - Aug. 2nd 

Girls Week 
Aug. 5th - Aug. 9th 

Boys Week #2 
Aug. 12th - Aug.16th 

Boys Week #3 
Aug. 19th - Aug. 23rd 

718.366.7454 

Royal’s 
Soccer  
Camp

Boys & Girls Ages 7-16 
July 8th - July 12th

718.366.7454 
royalssoccer@ctkrhs.org

royalsbasketball@ctkrhs.org

g

royals

s
r

7-16
2th

6

WWW.CTKNY.ORG

Summer Fun at  
Christ the King
Summer Fun at  
Christ the King

68-02  Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village NY 11379
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BTWoodhaven Blvd. nets worst road designation
BY STEVE MOSCO

A new report by a 
transportation group has 
compiled a list of the most 
dangerous roads for New 
Yorkers traveling by foot, 
and that report has some 
bad news for Woodhaven 
residents.

The Tri-State Trans-
portation Campaign, a 
nonprofit, reviewed traffic 
data from 2009-11 and found 
Woodhaven Boulevard to 
be the most dangerous road 
for pedestrians in Queens.

“It’s never good to wake 
up and learn you live near 
the deadliest road,” said 
Ed Wendell, president of 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association. “But it 
really is not a surprise.”

According to the cam-
paign’s report, seven pedes-
trians have been killed in 
traffic accidents on the bou-
levard since 2009, a list that 
included four fatalities in 
2011 alone. Wendell said the 

dangers of the boulevard 
are no secret to residents 
and officials alike, as Capt. 
Henry Saunter, of the 102nd 
Precinct, spoke about ef-
forts to protect pedestrians 
at a recent precinct council 
meeting.

Wendell said the safe-
ty of pedestrians routinely 
comes up at these meetings 
and he believes there are 

two important steps that of-
ficials can take to lower the 
fatalities.

“The lighting needs 
improvement. The inter-
section at Woodhaven Bou-
levard and Jamaica Avenue 
is under a train station and 
it is extremely dark under 
there — even during the 
day,” he said. “We also need 
to increase enforcement of 

speeding laws. Cars go fly-
ing down that road.”

Wendell would also 
like to see signs put up on 
the boulevard, alerting pe-
destrians and drivers to 
the potential dangers, as 
was done on Queens Boule-
vard, called the Boulevard 
of Death by some.

The campaign report-
ed Queens Boulevard had 

no fatalities in 2011, with 
a total of four deaths from 
2009-11, placing it in a three-
way tie for third place with 
Union Turnpike, Northern 
and Lefferts boulevards. 
Jamaica Avenue came in 
second with a total of five 
deaths from 2009-11.

The report said 125 
pedestrians were killed on 
Queens roads in the three 
years from 2009 through 
2011. One type of road 
stands out as particularly 
dangerous for pedestrians, 
according to the report is-
sued by the campaign.

“The analysis found 
that arterial roads — roads 
with two or more lanes 
in each direction that are 
designed to accommodate 
vehicle speeds of 40 mph or 
higher — are the most dead-
ly for pedestrians, with al-
most 60 percent of pedestri-
an deaths in Connecticut, 
New Jersey and downstate 
New York occurring on this 
type of road,” said Renata 

Silberblatt, report author 
and staff analyst with the 
campaign. “Arterials were 
traditionally designed to 
move vehicles from one des-
tination to the next without 
regard for other road users 
like pedestrians and bicy-
clists. We continue to see 
that designing roads like 
this results in needless loss 
of life.”

And this is what makes 
Woodhaven Boulevard so 
dangerous to pedestrians, 
said Wendell. He believes 
the boulevard is ill-suited 
for an increasingly pe-
destrian population and 
this report should act as a 
wake-up call to drivers and 
pedestrians alike.

“This road has been a 
danger my entire life,” he 
said. “It is essentially a 10-
lane highway.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Crossing Woodhaven Boulevard at Jamaica Avenue is a risky game as the stretch was named one of 
the most dangerous in the city. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Dennis M. Walcott

Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg

Mayor

New York City is raising the bar to help all students succeed in today’s rapidly 
changing world. This school year, your child is doing more challenging 

coursework tied to the Common Core Learning Standards. In the spring, for the 
first time, State reading and math tests for students in grades three to eight will be 
tied to these standards. Tests for high school students will begin to change in the 
2013-14 school year. 

The Common Core standards set higher academic expectations to put students on 
a path to college and a good job when they finish high school. Here are answers to 
some frequently asked questions about the Common Core.

What are the Common Core Learning Standards?

The standards describe what students from pre-kindergarten to twelfth grade need 
to learn to graduate from high school ready for college and a great career. This 
includes the ability to think creatively, solve real-world problems, make effective 
arguments, and engage in debates. 

How will State tests for students in grades three to eight change this year? 

Both this year and next year, the content of the State tests in reading and math will 
align with the Common Core standards. Reading passages will be harder, and math 
problems will involve multiple steps. But the format of the tests will be similar 
to past years: they will include about the same number of multiple choice, short 
answer, and essay questions. 

Will test scores change as a result of the harder tests?

This year’s State tests will likely be more difficult to pass, at first. The more difficult 
tests will establish a new baseline for measuring student performance. This change 
is important. It will give teachers and parents the information they need to keep 
students on track for college and 21st century jobs. 

How will this year’s test scores affect my child’s ability to be promoted, or 

accepted to a selective school?

In past years, decisions about summer school were made based on estimates of 
each student’s performance level on the State tests: 1, 2, 3, or 4. This year, because 
the tests are new, it is not clear how the State will determine performance levels. 
Instead, the New York City Department of Education (DOE) will look at students’ 
overall scores: how many questions each student got right. Students with the lowest 
scores will be recommended for summer school. 

The number of students attending summer school is expected to be similar to 
last year. The students who need the most help will still receive the most support. 
Likewise, students who earn the highest scores—even if those scores are lower than 
in past years—will still have access to screened middle and high schools. 

Where can I get more information?

The DOE has developed a set of parent resources that includes information about 
the Common Core standards, changes to assignments, tips for talking to children 
about the State tests, and resources to use at home. Visit NYC.gov and search for 
Common Core Parent Resources. 

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
The NYC Parent 
Academy is dedicated 
to strengthening parent 
involvement to support 

student achievement in the City’s 1,700 schools.

Attend the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming borough-
wide workshops:

Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Frederick Douglass Academy High School
2581 Seventh Avenue, Manhattan

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

P.S.156/I.S.392 Waverly School of the Arts
104 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

New York Historical Society
70 Central Park West, Manhattan

For a complete list of workshops, directions, and to 
register, visit NYCParentAcademy.org.

NYC Public Schools 
Calendar:

February - March

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may 
apply. Reply STOP to opt-out; txt@
mcom.ms for help. We’ll text you 
approximately 4 times per month.

Preparing students for      
  college and careers

WED., FEB. 27- 

THURS., FEB. 28

Intermediate 
and junior 

high schools’ 
parent-teacher
conferences* 

WED, MAR 6, 
7:00 p.m.

Chancellor’s 
Webinar:

Common Core and 
Changing State Tests
www.learndoe.org/

chancellor/

TUES., MAR. 12- 

WED., MAR. 13

Elementary schools’ 
parent-teacher 
conferences*

THURS., MAR. 14 - 

FRI., MAR. 15

High schools’  
parent-teacher  
conferences*

MON., MAR. 18- 

TUES., MAR. 19

District 75 schools’ 
parent-teacher 
conferences*

MON., MAR. 25- 

TUES., APR. 2

Spring Recess
Schools Closed

 
*Some schools may 
hold conferences on 
non-citywide dates.  
Please check your 
school’s calendar  

to confirm the  
parent-teacher  

conference date. 
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Steven Malecki
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Make a Catholic Cemetery Your Choice 
Catholic Cemeteries 

Sacred Places Where Beliefs and Traditions are Preserved 
Sites available:  

St. John Cemetery, Middle Village, NY 11379 (718) 894-4888 
Mt. St. Mary Cemetery, Flushing, NY 11365  (718) 353-1560 
Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, NY 11203  (718) 284-4520 
St. Charles/Resurrection Cemeteries  

      Farmingdale, NY 11735    (631) 249-8700 

For further information on option availability at our Cemeteries, contact the Sales office or mail the coupon below to:  
Catholic Cemeteries   2015 Wellwood Avenue, Farmingdale, NY 11735 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________   Phone: _______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________________   State: _________________   Zip: ___________________ 

Please circle—I am Interested in—    St. John   St. Charles/Resurrection  Mt. St. Mary  Holy Cross 

Visit our website:  www.ccbklyn.org 

The cremated body is to be treated with the same care as any loss and arrangements  
should be made with dignity and reverence as are traditional burials.

A permanent resting place and memorialization provides a lasting tribute to a loved one and a reverent 
place for healing and reflection. Catholic Cemeteries can guide you with this important choice. 

Visit our Catholic Cemeteries and receive a complete understanding of the many affordable options 
available to you.

A R E  Y O U  A  C A T H O L I C
T H I N K I N G  O F  C R E M A T I O N ?

For further information on options at our Cemeteries, contact the Sales office or mail the coupon below to:
Catholic Cemeteries 2015 Wellwood Avenue, Farmingdale, NY 11735

TL 3/13
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GET IN THE GAME  
 

IN BROOKLYN
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Federally insured by NCUA

*  360 monthly payments of $4.49 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up 
to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, 
the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage 
Insurance). Rates in effect as of 02/22/2013. Rates and terms may change without 
notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New 
York. Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. 
Membership is required. 

Home sweet 
home just got  
a little sweeter.

3 0  Y E A R
 F I X E D  R AT E

3.500%

3.681%
Rate*

APR*

Call 212-238-3521 or visit  
nymcu.org to apply today.

Don’t wait another day. 
Get an MCU  

mortgage today.

Loan specialists to guide you through  
the loan process

 First time homebuyers education program 

Refinancing and Home Equity  
Loans available

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

BY PHIL CORSO

The Republican in-
cumbent preparing to de-
fend his northeast Queens 
seat in the City Council 
collected an early endorse-
ment, courtesy of the New 
York Police Department’s 
Captains Endowment As-
sociation.

The group announced 
its support for Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) last week in his re-
election bid for the 19th 
District.

Association President 
Roy Richter said his group 
stands behind Halloran 
because he has always had 
their backs.

“Since his 
election to the City 
Council in 2009, 
Councilman Hal-
loran has repeatedly dis-
played an appreciation for 
public safety and support 
for the men and women 
who patrol the streets of 
Queens,” Richter said.

Halloran will defend 

the seat, to which he was 
elected in 2009, in Novem-
ber. Democrats, including 

Flushing activist 
and urban planner 
Paul Graziano, 
Democratic state 
c o m m i t t e e m a n 

Matthew Silverstein, for-
mer state Assemblyman 
John Duane, attorney 
Paul Vallone and Austin 
Shafran, of the state’s eco-
nomic development agency 
Empire State Development 

will square off in a Septem-
ber primary to challenge 
Halloran.

“Public safety has 
been one of my greatest 
concerns in the Council, 
serving on the committee 
and fighting to help our law 
enforcement officers keep 
us safe. I will continue to 
support our cops and pro-
tect our neighborhoods,” 
Halloran said.

NYPD captains endorse Halloran

Roy Richter (l.), president of the NYPD’s Captains Endowment 
Association, endorses City Councilman Dan Halloran in his re-elec-
tion bid. Photo courtesy Dan Halloran
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BY RAPAHEL SUGARMAN

It would be difficult to 
think of a more recogniz-
able and beloved character 
than Annie. With her radi-
ant smile, curly red locks 
and even rosier disposi-
tion, the precocious comic 
book character manages 
to charm a president, bil-
lionaire and hundreds of 
theater-goers each night 
on Broadway.

Annie’s presence is so 
bright that it may be easy 
to ignore the other six or-
phans in the production.

Not so for Jill Valen-
tine, a Forest Hills resi-
dent and one of two child 
guardians who takes care 
of the young actors in the 

production, who play the 
roles of Pepper, July, Kate, 
Duffy, Tessie and the di-
minutive but feisty Molly. 

“From the time they 
walk in the stage door to 
the time they get dropped 
back to their parents, they 
are treated as professional 
actors,” said Valentine, 
about the young actors. 

She went to school to 
study fine arts in Philadel-
phia, but decided that act-
ing wasn’t her calling. 

After working part 
time as a child guardian, 
she discovered she really 
liked the job. “It’s kind of 
like being a stage man-
ager,” said Valentine. “A 
little bit like a coach and 
like a cool aunt.”

Valentine has been 
a child guardian for five 
years. “Annie” is her fifth 
Broadway show, includ-
ing a stint as one of seven 
guardians for the 23 young 
actors in a national tour of 
“Billy Elliot.” She has also 
worked on several Off-
Broadway productions.

Equity rules require 
that any child actor under 
the age of 16 have a guard-
ian. 

While their main duty 
is to ensure the safety and 
comfort of the fledgling 
actors, a child guardian’s 
tasks range from making 
sure the kids don’t miss a 
queue to tying a shoe lace 
or fixing their hair. 

Since her thespian 

flock is so young, Valen-
tine has often had to deal 
with her kids’ losing a 
tooth during a show. 

“I just give them a 
tissue and send them on 
stage,” she said. 

With eight shows a 
week as well as rehearsal 
time, Valentine often forms 
a bond with the youngsters. 

“They talk to me 
about school, who they 
are getting along with, if 
a teacher doesn’t like them 
or if someone picking on 
them,” said Valentine, who 
said she also helps them 
study for a test or looks at 
their term papers. 

Mainly, though, the 
musings of the young ac-
tors are no different than 

those of any other child, or 
child at heart. “For girls, 
it’s about boys they think 
are cute and for boys, it’s 
about girls,” said Valentine. 
“Kids don’t want advice, 
they just want to be heard.”

In a production like 
“Annie,” in which joyous 
and serious themes mix, 
the child guardians make 
a point of helping sensitize 
the girls to their roles.  

“We talk to the kids 
about what it means to be 
an orphan,” Valentine said. 
“What it would be like not 
to celebrate a birthday or 
wear the same clothes ev-
ery day. It’s not to upset 
them, it’s just to help them 
give a better performance.”

Valentine said that 

she loves the little girls in 
the show and mostly just 
encourages them to en-
joy the experience. “They 
should really have fun do-
ing the show. Otherwise, 
why are they here?

Lots of locals
The current, highly 

popular production of “An-
nie” actually has several 
cast or crew members who 
live in Queens, including 
Amanda Grundy, the pro-
duction’s other child guard-
ian, who lives in Astoria. 

Ashley Blanchet is a 
member of the ensemble. 
Her Broadway credits 
include “Memphis,” in 

Cast members (front, l.-r.) Georgi 
James, Emily Rosenfeld and 
Madi Rae DiPietro and (back, l.-
r.) Lilla Crawford, Junah Jang, 
Taylor Richarson and Tyrah Skye 
Odoms take the stage in “Annie” 
at the Palace Theatre. 

Photo courtesy Joan Marcus
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Devoted Queens guardian oversees young stars in Broadway’s ‘Annie’
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Who knew that just 
a quick fixed-gear bike 
ride away from the hip-
ster heartland, a Nepali 
community has been 
thriving?  We made this 
discovery during a visit 
to the Nepali Indian 
Restaurant on Seneca 
Avenue in Ridgewood.  
There may be a more 
visible Nepali presence 
in the Jackson Heights/
Woodside area, but a 
burgeoning number of 
Nepalis call Ridgewood 
home.  

Nepal is an ethnical-
ly diverse country with 
differing cuisines eaten 
by different groups.  The 
most striking difference 
is that the mostly Bud-
dhist ethnic Tibetans, 
many of whom migrated 
to Nepal in the 1950s af-
ter the Communist take-

over, eat beef, while the 
mostly Hindu Nepalis 
eat only lamb or goat.  
The Newari people, cen-
tered around Katmandu, 
practice a hybrid of Bud-
dhism and Hinduism, 
and may eat either  but 
who seem to favor, above 
all else, baji (beaten 
rice).  The dominant fla-
vors resemble the spices 
of India, but add into the 
mix a pronounced Chi-

nese influence on many 
of the dishes.

The management of 
the aptly named Nepalese 
Indian Restaurant is Hin-
du, so the meat offerings 
are limited to lamb and 
goat (as well as chicken 
and a few seafood items), 
which isn’t really a limi-
tation.  The Indian items 
outnumber the Nepalese 
on the menu, but there 
are plenty of Nepalese 

goodies to sample.
This restaurant’s 

outstanding steamed 
chicken momo are 
formed into ruffled 
crescents filled with a 
mixture of chicken and 
a green vegetable that 
reminded us of Chinese 
chives.  They are accom-
panied by a thick spicy 
sesame-based dipping 
sauce.  They can also be 
had with a vegetable fill-
ing or fried instead of 
steamed.  Samosas, that 
staple of Indian starters 
or snacks, are also quite 
nice here and can also be 
had with chicken or veg-
gies.

A Tandoori mixed 
grill was brought siz-
zling to our table.  All 
the meats on the platter 
were deliciously spiced 
and uncommonly juicy, 
but the standout was 
Hariyali, moist chunks 

of chicken marinated 
in yogurt/sour cream 
and intoxicating spices.  
The platter was small as 
mixed grills go, but at $14 
the price was commensu-
rately modest.  Goat cur-
ry came in a satisfyingly 
spice sauce, although we 
admit to finding all the 
little bones annoying.

Bay Goon Bhortha 
is an eggplant dish we 
have not previously en-
countered.  A whole egg-
plant is roasted, peeled, 
and pureed along with 
green pepper onion, to-
mato and spices.  The 
result is a toothsome pu-
ree with a slippery tex-
ture.  It works best either 
scooped up with naan or 
mixed with rice.  

Getting back to the 
Nepali menu, we sought 
something typical to try.  

Nepalese Indian 
Restaurant
907 Seneca Ave.

Ridgewood NY, 11385 
718-417-1873 

www.nepaleseindianrestaurant.com
Price Range: Apps: $2--$8, 

Entrees: $7--$14
Cuisine: Indian & Nepalese

Setting: Repurposed Chinese 
restaurant

Service: Friendly & 
Accommodating

Hours: Open seven days 
11am—11pm

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: No

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: NoContinued on Page 46

Chicken momo are accompanied by a spicy sesame 
sauce. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Tasty Nepalese fare offers new culinary adventure 
Indian fl avors next to soy-fl avored noodle dish refl ect kingdom’s diversity at Ridgewood eatery
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Available
March 1st through St. Patrick’s Day, Sunday, March 17th.

“Enjoy Corned Beef At Ben’s…”

DINING ROOM COMBOS*

TAKEOUT FREEBIES, TOO!

ASK ABOUT

BEN’S CATERED CORNED

BEEF SPECIALS!!!

We Deliver!

QLI

*PRICES HIGHER IN MANHATTAN.

BY NORM HARRIS

Flushing Town Hall Jazz Fu-
sion presented works by the Ar-
gentinian pianist, composer and 
band leader Emilio Solla and his 
ensemble earlier this month. 

 Although Solla earned 
his degree and was classically 
trained at the National Conserva-
tory of Music in Buenos Aires, in 
the mid-’80s he developed his own 
style of composition and presen-
tation, reflecting his Argentin-
ian roots with an emphasis on 
the “fusion of modern Argentine 
tango and folklore with jazz and 
other contemporary styles.” Since 
his 2006 arrival in New York Sol-
la has composed, arranged and 
performed in the jazz idiom with 
such renowned artists as Paquito 
D’Rivera, Arturo O’Farrill’s Big 
Band and Edmar Castaneda.  Like 
his cadre of talented jazzmen, 
Solla has also graced the stages of 
clubs such as the New York Jazz 
Standard and Lincoln Center’s 
Dizzy’s Club Coca Cola.

Band leader Solla on the 
Town Hall Steinway grand with 

his ensemble was comprised of Is-
raeli drummer Ziv Ravitz,  double 
bassist Edward Perez, and saxo-
phonist Chris Cheek both from 
New York and the accordion mas-
ter hailing originally from Spain, 
Victor Prieto. This uniquely tal-
ented and vibrant  jazz quintet, 
each member possessing a Who’s 
Who of accomplishments and ac-
colades in and outside of  the jazz 
world, gave the audience at Flush-

ing Town Hall a healthy taste of 
their creative and dynamic en-
ergy Feb. 15  in two very well re-
ceived sets. 

“Llegara, Llegara, Llegara,” 
the opening original composi-
tion translated loosely by Sola as 
“It Will Come,” featured Cheek 
on sax and was followed in the 
remaining evening with a series 
of memorable and spirited tunes 
such as “Heart Beat,” written by 

Solla for the contemporary great 
drummer Billy Hart, featuring 
Ravitz on the skins, and the rous-
ing ensemble focal piece, “Buenas 
Aries Blues.” Solla at the conclu-
sion of the second set expressed 
his gratitude to the members of 
the audience and to Ellen Koda-
deck, the executive and artistic 
director of the venue, for being 
so receptive to his group’s perfor-
mance and for “allowing him to 

be able to play on such a beauti-
ful Ferrari of an instrument,” the 
Steinway Grand.

Coming to Flushing Town 
Hall on Sunday, March 9, is an 
event not to be missed: “Hom-
age to Louis Armstrong and 
Bix Beiderbecke” at  8 p.m. Call 
718-463-7700, ext. 222, for ticket 
information or go to www.flush-
ingtownhall.org

Emilio Solla and his ensemble fill Flushing Town Hall with the sweet sounds of their music. Photo by Norm Harris.

Argentine maestro brings jazz fusion to Flushing

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax
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30.  "___ Be" (Beatles hit)
34.  First caucus locale
35.  Prima donna problems
36.  Hamlet, e.g.
38.  Like pages of  an old 
 book, perhaps
40.  Breyers rival
41.  Testifiers
44.  Controversial coat 
 material
46.  Pizzeria order
49.  Mosque officials
50.  Find
51.  Jets set?
52.  Remote button
53.  Examine
54.  Feudal lord
58.  Seating section
60.  Claudius's successor
61.  Oklahoma city
62.  Fr. holy women
65.  No Clue

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Mar. 1-7, 2013

By Pete Canty 

E-xtra

Across
1.  October birthstone
5.  Floor model
9.  Like a retro carpet
13.  All-night party
14.  Go off
16.  Stow, as cargo
17.  Far-reaching societal 
 grouping?
19.  Privy to
20.  Summer footware
21.  Draw
22.  Left at sea
23.  Director Kazan
25.  Tot's "bakery" products
27.  Marathoner's mistake?
31.  King Kong, e.g.
32.  Desertlike
33.  True partner?
37.  Like some dorms
39.  Located
42.  Eastern discipline
43.  ___ an era
45.  Bad day for Caesar?
47.  Triumphed
48.  District Attorney's 
 request to a jury?
52.  Sicilian seaport
55.  Potting need
56.  China setting?
57.  Play part
59.  Play parts
63.  Addict
64.  Bar Harbor affair, 
 perhaps?
66.  Learned one
67.  Herd member
68.  Iroquoian Indian
69.  Studied

70.  Cupid's counterpart
71.  Silent assents
Down
1.  Planets and such
2.  Graph or legal intro
3.  Mary Kay rival
4.  Hard to lift
5.  Goes downhill?
6.  Baseball stat
7.  "Everything ___ go!"
8.  Kia model
9.  Like a banana peel, say
10.  Vietnam's capital
11.  Cherish
12.  Rest room sign
15.  Get ready to drive
18.  Some surrealist works
24.  Prefix with culture
26.  August hrs.
27.  Regatta, e.g.
28.  Stratford-___-Avon
29.  Requirement

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL KNOTTED UP
E A C H C A C H E S P A N
R O L E O G L E D P O R E
O N U S P I A N O P I E C E
S E E M I L D A C T O R

W H I N E F A D E
S E E I N G C O L D S N A P
A M A T I R O O M Y U S A
P O P S C U R D S S T I R
I T O L A P P S S O F A S
D E N T U R E S S E R E N E

A N T E Y E N T A
O W I N G A I N T T A B
W O O D S T A C K S P U R E
N O T E S P R E E A R I D
S L A M P R E S S T E A S

Chicken Thukpa (which 
also comes in goat or veg-
etable versions) is a noo-
dle dish in a spicy, soy fla-
vored broth.  Its Chinese 
roots were apparent.  The 
curry-ish flavor with the 
soy undertones makes for 
an intriguing and inex-
pensive comfort food.

The Bottom Line
If you love Indian 

food, you couldn’t possibly 
not enjoy Nepali food as 
well.  Here they do an ad-
mirable job with both.  The 
premises, unfortunately, 
haven’t been updated since 
its previous incarnation as 
a Chinese restaurant.  The 
walls still sport murals 
of fishermen in sampans 
and views of the Great 
Wall.  Still, it is spacious 
and cheerful, if not stylish.  

Come to this wallet-friend-
ly spot if you would like to 
try some Nepalese special-
ties along with your Indian 
favorites.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 44

Nepalese

“Godspell” – The beloved classic 
from Stephen Schwartz (“Wicked,” 
“Pippin”) gets the St. Margaret’s 
School treatment as one of the 
most endearing shows of all time 
returns to delight audiences. 
The musical uses contemporary 
themes to illustrate parables 
and brings these lessons to life 
through the grand tradition of 
musical theatre.
When: Saturday, March 9 & 16, 
8pm; Sunday, March 10 & 17, 2:30 
pm; Friday March 15, 8pm
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between Juniper 
Valley Road and 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $15 adults, $13 seniors, 
$10 children

Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.
stmargaretschoolmv.org

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable of 
Broadway. Roles for men, women 
and teenagers are available 
with lots of speaking roles, 
solos, ensemble and dance 
roles. Please bring sheet music 
and be prepared to sing with 
piano accompaniment; to dance 

a combination and read lines 
from a script to be furnished at 
auditions. Singing a song from the 
show is permitted. Performances 
set for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

which she understudied 
the role of Felicia. She has 
also done regional produc-
tions of “Little Shop of 
Horrors,” “A Chorus Line” 
and “West Side Story.” 

David Rossetti is mak-
ing his Broadway debut, 
understudying the role 
of Rooster. He has done 
national tours of “Hair-
spray” and “Fame” and 
regional productions of 
“Thoroughly Modern Mil-
lie,” “A Chorus Line,” and 
“The Drowsy Chaperone.” 

Jane Blass, is also 
making her Broadway de-
but, understudying the 
role of Miss Hannigan and 
as a member of Annie’s en-
semble. She has been in na-
tional tours of 9 to 5, “Hair-
spray,” “Gypsy,” “Chicago,” 
and other productions. 

Her roles in Annie 
make for an interesting 
contradiction for the actor. 
Understudying the boozed-
up and bossy Miss Hanni-
gan, Blass has the opportu-
nity to explore a character 
“going through the Great 
Depression and not manag-
ing it very well,” she said. 

As an ensemble mem-
ber, however, she spends 
much of the production 
doting on Annie, as one of 
Daddy Warbucks’ house-
keepers, or admiring the 
orphan’s optimism, while 
playing a member of Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s cabinet.

Continued from Page 43

Queens resident Jane Bass is 
making her Broadway debut, 
understudying the role of Miss 
Hannigan. Photo courtesy ANNIE

“Everywhere Annie 
goes, the people she meets 
are happier after meeting 
her,” Blass.” She inspires 
everyone to have hope. If 
an orphan can have hope, 
why can’t you?”

Annie is playing at the 
Palace Theatre, 1564 Broad-
way. For tickets, call 800-745-
3000 or 877-250-2929 or go to 
www.ticketmaster.com. 

Worth the trip 
Bird in flight: One doesn’t usually associate 

stringed instruments with the singular brilliance 
of Charlie “Bird” Parker. But the 1950’s session, 
“Charlie Parker with Strings,” remains Parker’s 
most popular recording. Cuban musician and com-
poser Paquito D’Rivera will put a Latin spin on 
Parker’s classic with 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. shows 
in Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Allen Room, on Friday, 
March 8, and Saturday, March 9. 

The Allen Room will also host soulful song-
stress Madeleine Peyroux for early and late shows 
on Friday, March 22, and Saturday, March 23. Of-
ten compared in musical phrasing to Billie Holi-
day, Peyroux combines both original recordings 
and reinterpreted classics from such artists as 
Leonard Cohen, Joni Mitchell and Bob Dylan. 

JACL is at Broadway and 60th Street. Tickets 
for both shows are available at the box office, by 
calling 212-721-6500, or at www.jacl.org.

Railroad Earth: The band from Stillwater, 
N.J. is a wonderful mix of America-based, rock, 
jazz, bluegrass and more. Its name is taken from 
Jack Kerouac’s short story, “October in the Rail-
road Earth.” With an array of instruments, includ-
ing acoustic guitars, violin, banjo, mandolin, flute, 
pennywhistle and upright bass, they are sure to be 
as entertaining and complex as Kerouac’s prose. 

Railroad Earth will perform at the Best Buy 
Theater on Saturday, March 9, at 8 p.m. The the-
ater is at 1515 Broadway. For tickets, go to www.
railroadearth.com. 
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72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Refreshments courtesy of Gus Antonopoulos of Farenga Funeral Home, 
George Stamatiades of Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home and 

David Funeral Home, and John Golden of Martin Gleason Funeral Home.

RSVP 718-278-3240

Billy J. Ray was in 
the original Broadway 

“Beatlemania” 
cast and a Paul 

McCartney 
interpreter since 

1978. 

Hear Billy sing 
the great songs of 
McCartney, Elvis, 

and more!

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Join us for a Special Concert by

Billy J. Ray
Performing In All Souls Chapel

Sunday March 3rd at 2pm

KIDS & FAMILY

Lunar Lantern Making – 
According to Buddhist beliefs, 
the lighting of a lotus-shaped 
lantern symbolizes a devotion 
to performing good deeds and 
brings light to the dark parts 
of the world that are fi lled 
with agony. Let’s be part of 
the ceremony and learn how 
to make a beautiful paper 
lotus lantern. All materials are 
provided. For all ages.
When: Sunday, March 3, 5 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, $8 for members and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Live From The Poemobile: A 
Lunar New Year Celebration 
– Celebrate the Lunar New 
Year with Chinese poetry by 
Dr. Hsing-Lih Chou and the 
POEMobile (sponsored by 
Bowery Arts + Science and City 
Lore). Performances will be 
accompanied by projections 
of the poems in the original 
Chinese texts and English 
language translations onto 
Flushing Town Hall’s facade. Fun 
for the whole family!
When: Sunday, March 3, 6:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: FREE
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through Thurs-
days, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of Sci-
ence, 47-01 111th St., at Avenue 
of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 
Chabad of Long Island City 

provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per ses-
sion, $50 per session if paid in 
advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Wreck-It Ralph in 3D — From 
Walt Disney’s Animation studios 
comes the arcade game-
hopping journey in 3D. Wreck 
it Ralph longs to be as beloved 
as his games’ good guy Fix-It 
Felix, but nobody ever loves the 
bad guy.
When: Friday, March 8, 5 pm; 
Friday, March 15, 5 pm & Friday, 
March 22, 5 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

National Girls Day — Celebrate 
women in sports in this annual 
event. The day long event 
allows girls and women to enjoy 
athletic and health and fi tness 
demos.
When: March 2, 11 am–3 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing Meadows/Corona Park
Contact: wwwnycgovparks.org

Historic New York — Urban 
Park Rangers lead a workshop 
on Ice-age glaciers, Native 
Americans and Dutch traders.
When: March 2, 1 pm
Where: Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Flushing 
Meadows
Contact: (718) 846–2731; www.
rnycgovparks.org

Garden Open House — Get your 
green thumb on! The second 
season of Intergenerational 
Garden is opening. Learn about 
the program, walk through the 
facility and meet coordinator 
Maureen Regan. Plots are 
suited to motivated gardeners 
and require fees for supplies 
and maintenance. The Garden is 
open Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 9 am to noon 
through the Spring, Summer 
and Fall, and open to all ages.
When: March 2, 10 am–noon
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296; www.
queensbotanical.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT MUSIC

Forest Hills Symphony 
Orchestra 49th Season 
— Mendelssohn Overture, 
Beethoven Symphony #4, 
Mozart Ballet Les Petits Reins 
K299 and Debiles selections 
from the Ballet Sylvia.
When: March 3, 2 pm
Where: Forest Hills Jewish 
Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd., 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 374-1627

Monthly Jazz Jam — Open 
toprofessional jazz musicians, 
graduate students studying jazz, 
and music educators. Meet new 
contacts, hone your chops and 
jam each month with your peers! 
The house band will perform, 
followed by a jam – just sign up 
to play. Steinway baby grand 
piano will be available for use. 
Occasional guest artists will 
perform. Open to general public, 
free for performers, students 
and members.
When: Wednesday, March 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10, FREE for performers, 
students and members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: Flushingtownhall.org

EVENTS

Irish Cultural Day — A 
day of music and cultural 
enlightenment featuring the 
music of Patrick Cahillane Jr., 
the Kelly Fitzpatrick School of 
Irish Dance, the Niall O’Leary 
School of Irish Dance, the Keane 
Academy of Ceili Dancing, 
pipers. Irish art will be on 
display and for sale, as well as 
books, gifts, china, jewelry and 
more. With free tea, coffee and 
Irish soda bread. 
When: Sunday, March 3, Noon 
to 5 pm
Where: St. Mel’s Church, 154th 
St. and 26th Ave., Whitestone
Cost: $6 adults, children under 
12 free
Contact: (718) 746-3837

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

City Council offers plans to help small biz after Sandy
Pending measure would waive rebuilding fees for boro enterprises still struggling after storm

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Some Queens small 
businesses still struggling 
to rebuild after Hurricane 
Sandy may receive some 
help in the form of waived 
fees and insurance semi-
nars, City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) announced Mon-
day.

“Helping small busi-
nesses reopen after Hur-
ricane Sandy is a win for 
small business owners and 
the economy,” Quinn said.

“These small business-
es form the backbone of our 
communities, so the sooner 
we get them back to work, 
the sooner the city can fully 
recover from the impact of 
Sandy and continue to build 
our economy,” she said.

She made the an-
nouncement alongside city 
Department of Small Busi-

ness Services officials and 
several Council members, 
including Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) and Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), in 
conjunction with a hearing 
examining the city’s efforts 
to aid small businesses 

recovery after the super-
storm.

Under legislation pend-
ing in the Council, small 
businesses trying to re-
open after Sandy would not 
have to pay fees related to 
repairs or reconstruction. 

Businesses that already 
paid such fees would also 
be eligible for refunds.

The waivers would ap-
ply to businesses that were 
already open and operat-
ing when the storm hit and 
are located in Evacuation 

Zones A and B, in a Busi-
ness Recovery Zone or in 
a building inspected for 
structural damage by the 
city Department of Build-
ings.

The legislation is in-
tended to codify an execu-
tive order Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg issued Friday.

The Council, Small 
Business Services and the 
state Department of Finan-
cial Services will also co-
host insurance seminars in 
every Business Recovery 
Zone in the city, includ-
ing Howard Beach and the 
Rockaways.

Ulrich, whose district 
was particularly hard hit 
by the storm, hailed the ini-
tiatives.

“Hurricane Sandy 
had a devastating physi-
cal and financial impact 
on the small businesses in 
my district,” he said. “In 

fact, many have not fully 
recovered and others are 
struggling to keep their 
doors open. I believe this is 
an important step that will 
play a critical role in the 
revitalization of the Rock-
aways, Broad Channel and 
Howard Beach.”

Quinn also announced 
that Citi Community Devel-
opment provided $150,000 
for another round of print 
and subway ads featuring 
business owners who have 
reopened their shops after 
the storm. The advertising 
campaign, known as Sup-
port NYC Small Business, 
is intended to encourage 
shoppers to patronize busi-
nesses that were damaged 
by Sandy.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Generators are set up to power businesses on Rockaway Beach Boulevard following Hurricane Sandy.
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low-up to a previous audit 
from the city comptroller  of 
the DOB conducted in 2009, 
which had also found that 
the DOB’s response to ille-
gal conversion complaints 
was inadequate.

In the most recent au-
dit, Liu’s office found that 
the DOB’s Queens Qual-
ity of Life Unit, which is 
responsible for making in-

spections in the borough 
when there are complaints 
about illegal conversions, 
had failed to fully imple-
ment a number of recom-
mendations made in the 
previous audit.

Out of 14 recommen-
dations that were made by 
Liu’s office, only two were 
fully implemented and an-
other six partially imple-
mented, the audit found.

Four recommenda-
tions were not put into 
place, including that the 
DOB try to get legal permis-

sion to fine property own-
ers who refuse inspectors 
access or that it send “no 
access” notices to owners 
via certified mail.

A spokesman for the 
comptroller’s office said the 
audits are intended to draw 
attention and transparency 
to the issues, but they can-
not enforce the recommen-
dations made to the DOB.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

ed,” said Vishnu Mahadeo, 
of the Richmond Hill Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil, who stood with other 
Richmond Hill business 
owners to denounce what 
they characterized as ex-
cessive enforcement on the 
part of Bloomberg inspec-
tors.

Andy Jarbandhan 
owns a fruit shop in the 
neighborhood and said he 
was hit with a $7,000 fine 
for having three boxes of 

fruit sitting directly on the 
floor.

He and de Blasio char-
acterized the increase in 
enforcement as a hidden 
tax.

But Bloomberg, speak-
ing at a recent unrelated 
new conference shortly af-
ter the report was released, 
said there is a distinct line 
between a tax and a fine.

“Fines are easy to 
avoid,” he said. “Just don’t 
do what we are trying to 
prevent you from doing.”

While the depart-
ments’ small businesses 
fines made up only a frac-
tion of the city’s total rev-

enue, it constituted nearly 
10 percent of the amount 
the city takes in for fines 
and fees.

The city Departments 
of Buildings, Finance, San-
itation and Transportation 
also issue fines and fees, ac-
cording to the public advo-
cate’s office, and they have 
been going up as well.

According to numbers 
from the city comptroller’s 
office, the city took in $485 
million from fines and fees 
in 2002, but by 2012 this rev-
enue had grown by 61 per-
cent to about $783 million.

destrians being struck. He 
said he had seen as many 
as three people hit by pass-
ing vehicles in the last year 
there.

“It’s a very difficult in-
tersection. Something’s got 
to be done before somebody 
gets killed there,” Mont-
gomery said. “I think the 
plan is fantastic.”

But for Eliott Socci, 
president of the Douglaston 
Civic Association, the best 
bet for protecting anyone 
wanting to cross the busy 

spot on Douglaston Park-
way just before the Long 
Island Rail Road station 
would be to keep it simple. 
Although he said he was 
glad to see additional cross-
walks being added, Socci 
expressed concern over the 
necessity of changing driv-
ers’ habits.

“The goal is pedestri-
an safety, and maybe this 
will do that,” he said. “But 
one thing it does not do is 
make driving through that 
intersection any easier. If 
it’s not easier, then it’s not 
better.”

Mary Griffin lives in 
The Wellesley Gardens co-
ops steps away from the 

busy intersection and said 
she had heard several tales 
of neighbors and residents 
trying to cross the street, 
but being struck in the pro-
cess. She said she was wor-
ried for the young children 
and elderly residents who 
share her building  and 
hoped the DOT would con-
sider placing traffic lights 
on the parkway.

“I’m frankly very 
frightened every time I 
walk across that street,” 
she said. “Nobody ever 
stops, even despite the big 
stop sign. I’m afraid some-
body else is going to be ter-
ribly injured.”

Continued from Page 2

Doug

Continued from Page 4

De Blasio

Continued from Page 5

Buildings

ties to the property. He is 
a partner in his family law 
firm, Vallone & Vallone, 
and is sometimes listed in 
city lobbyist databases as 

working for Constantinople 
& Vallone Consulting LLC, 
which was hired by the 
previous owners of Water-
pointe in 2006 to lobby the 
city about the zoning of the 
property.

Vallone said his name 
is sometimes listed as a 
lobbyist as a technicality, 
since he works at the fami-
ly law firm, and that he has 
never worked at his father’s 
consulting firm.

“My name has nothing 
to do with this project,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 9

Waterpointe
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Signs point to an in-
creasing interest in tradi-
tional Chinese medicine in 
the Western world, and a 
Flushing doctor has jumped 
into the competitive down-
town market to offer a nat-
ural approach to treating 
certain chronic conditions.

Taehoon Kim runs 
Regen Acupuncture PC in 
an intimate office on the 
ground floor of 143-30 38th 
Ave., Suite 1L, and offers a 
set of treatments that serve 
as a holistic alternative to 
several Western treatments.

“I don’t discount West-
ern medicine, but I feel that 
for chronic conditions, tra-
ditional Chinese medicine 
is better,” said Kim, who 
was born in Korea but grew 
up in Queens before at-
tending New York Univer-
sity and later getting his 
acupuncture license. “We 
don’t give harsh medicine 
that can have a lot of side 

effects.”
Most of Kim’s patients 

come in with chronic lower 
back pain or neck and shoul-
der pain, but he also serves 
a significant number suf-
fering from arthritis, high 
blood pressure, high choles-
terol, Type II diabetes and 
even bowel issues.

The idea behind Chi-
nese medicine is to use 

natural treatments instead 
of drugs. Kim employs a 
process known as cupping, 
acupuncture and combina-
tions of Chinese herbs — all 
doled out in addition to life-
style, exercise and dietary 
suggestions.

Acupuncture is the pro-
cess of poking tiny needles 
into the skin at strategic lo-
cations to relieve pain. Tra-

ditional Chinese medicine 
describes the strategic pin-
points as locations where an 
energy that runs through 
the body called Qi can be-
come blocked and can cause 
various complications. The 
pins release this energy. 
Western medicine explains 
the acupuncture needles as 
activating neurons in the 
brain that in turn release 
natural opiates like sero-
tonin, which can ease pain.

Cupping is the pro-
cess of putting the rim of a 
glass or plastic cup against 
the skin and sucking air 
out through the back. The 
resulting vacuum pulls 
the skin upward into the 
cup, and whatever blood is 
in the area gets pulled up 
along with it. This, accord-
ing to Kim, creates a sort 
of controlled bruise. When 
the body senses a bruise, 
it increases blood circula-
tion to that area, which can 
speed the healing process 
to a long-afflicted area, ac-

cording to Kim.
The lower back, a 

source of many patient 
complaints, does not typi-
cally get a lot of blood cir-
culation, which is why Kim 
said cupping can help.

Another way to treat 
patients is through pre-
scribing mixtures of Chi-
nese herbs. These prescrip-
tions have a history dating 
thousands of years back to 
the origins of traditional 
medicine in the East Asian 
country.

And that record, ac-
cording to Kim, is one of 
the reasons why he believes 
more people are turning to 
Eastern medical practices.

Most of the doctor’s 
patients are non-Asian 
residents from all five bor-
oughs. Increasingly, they 
are referred from doctors 
practicing Western medi-
cine. And since Kim was 
born in Asia, lived briefly 
in South America and was 
ultimately raised in Ameri-

ca, he has the unique back-
ground to connect with his 
diverse clientele.

Some Western phar-
maceutical companies 
are even investing in tra-
ditional Chinese medi-
cine companies overseas. 
Nestle Health Science, for 
example, agreed to a joint 
venture with a Hong Kong-
based firm in November.

Kim believes that East-
ern and Western medicines 
should exist side by side, 
since they can often com-
plement each other.

“I believe there are forc-
es in our body that the sci-
entific model can’t explain. 
Science is just one model 
for understanding the world 
— that is why some people 
turn to religion,” he said. 
“You have to look at Chinese 
medicine and philosophy as 
another model.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 

Doc pinpoints pain with Flushing acupuncture clinic
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tistical dead heat.”
The poll did not rile 

Katz’s camp, according to 
spokesman George Artz.

“We are well-posi-
tioned and we have only 
just begun to campaign,” 
he said in a statement. “The 
poll itself is a very small 
sample, with a huge margin 
of error, put out by a gam-
ing client. At this point, it 
really only demonstrates 
name recognition.”

Dominick Panakal is 
managing Grodenchik’s 
campaign. 

“We are confident that 
Barry’s message of hands-
on, visible leadership will 
make this poll irrelevant in 
due time,” he said.

Comrie’s camp did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

The poll also put Val-
lone as the most recognized 
candidate, with Avella in 
second place followed by 

Katz, Peralta and Comrie.
The poll, which polled 

a representative sample of 
700 citywide likely Demo-
cratic primary voters, 
including 300 in Queens, 
found that 51 percent of 
those surveyed opposed 
building new full-gambling 
casino sites in New York 
City. The survey also found 
25 percent of Queens pri-
mary voters would be less 
likely to pull the lever for a 
borough presidential candi-
date if he or she supported 
new gambling sites.

But the Resorts World-
financed survey found that 
two-thirds of Queens pri-
mary voters favor turning 
their Aqueduct racino into 
a full-gambling operation 
— a prospect the owners 
would welcome, according 
to reports in the New York 
Post.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
r718-260-4566.

ROP

earn a GED or stay sober 
— tools that will help them 
stay out of trouble, accord-
ing to Bloomberg. Previ-
ously, the city dished out 
funds based on how often 
the offenders reported to 
appointments.

The program will also 
pay nonprofits to help the 
offenders with more basic 
amenities such as getting 
a driver’s license or iden-
tification card, which can 
pose a surprisingly large 
obstacle to finding a job, ac-
cording to the mayor.

“If a life of crime is 
the only thing open to you, 
you’ll sometimes fall into 
that trap,” Bloomberg said.

Bloomberg spoke 
alongside the head of Cor-
rection and representatives 
from nonprofits that will be 
doing the groundwork on 
the project.

“Our experience and 
the experience of re-entry 
providers in jails and pris-
ons across the country 
have shown how important 

it is to have a seamless and 
supportive transition from 
incarceration to needed 
services in the commu-
nity,” said JoAnne Page, 
president of the Fortune 
Society, one of the partici-
pating nonprofits.

The mayor also touted 
New York City’s low incar-
ceration rate. Since the 
year 2001, the city’s incar-
ceration rate has dropped 
by 32 percent, whereas na-
tionwide it has increased 
by 5 percent, according to 
Bloomberg.

The city’s lower num-
ber of inmates has also 
dovetailed with a decrease 
in overall crime over the 
same period, which accord-
ing to a study published by 
the Vera Institute of Jus-
tice, the Brennan Center 
for Justice and the JFA In-
stitute, nonprofit legal ad-
vocacy groups,  proved it is 
possible to achieve a lower 
crime rate without increas-
ing the number of people 
sent to prison.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

commissioner each.
But the installation of 

Michel against the wishes 
of the Queens GOP could 
cripple the power of the 
party, according to mul-
tiple sources, since he as 
a commissioner is respon-
sible for patronage jobs at 
the board. 

Michel was appointed 
by City Councilmen Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
James Oddo (R-Staten Is-
land) and Vincent Ignizio 
(R-Staten Island) under the 
noses of party officials.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
did not vote to oust the com-
missioner in Queens.

The power play be-
gan when the Queens GOP 
failed to reappoint Judith 
Stupp, a party loyalist, to 
the commissioner position 
at the end of 2012. Accord-
ing to election law,  mem-
bers of the minority caucus 
in the Council were even-
tually free to install their 
replacement, which they 
quietly did.

A court battle ensued, 
with Tom Ognibene — a 
fellow GOP insurgent who 
tried to claim the chair-
manship in 2011 but lost a 
court case — representing 
the insurgents. The party, 
headed by Chairman Phil 
Ragusa, was represented 
by the same law firm that 
serves as legal counsel to 
John Catsimatidis, the 
mayoral candidate backed 
by Ragusa, Vincent Tabone 
and the Queens GOP.

Ragusa and his camp 
claimed their appointment 
was sent to the Board of 
Elections in the mail, but 
since they could not prove 
it arrived to meet the dead-
line, they decided to drop 

the case. Lawyers for Ragu-
sa filed what is known as a 
notice of discontinuance in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
Feb. 21.

“The Queens County 
GOP has had more than 
its fair share of legal dis-
putes. In fact, more than 
one judge has admonished 
our detractors for their de-
ceptive tactics, but a long, 
drawn-out legal struggle 
would only distract from 
the need to field a strong 
viable Republican slate 
for 2013,” Ragusa said in a 
statement. “The caucus’ ac-
tions weren’t productive in 
our view, but we have other 
fish to fry and there are 
higher principles at stake 

and more important objec-
tives.”

Those political insid-
ers said the ouster of the 
Queens GOP pick could 
have broad consequences.

Positions in politi-
cal parties, either Demo-
crat or Republican, trickle 
down from the bosses to 
the elected positions — like 
representatives in the U.S. 
Congress, state Assembly, 
state Senate and Council 
— but it certainly does not 
stop there.

District leaders are 
also elected and are respon-
sible for voting on impor-
tant matters, like who to 
endorse in an election, in 
each borough. They also 
select loyal party followers 
from the various Repub-
lican and Democrat clubs 
that dot Queens neighbor-
hoods to become employees 
at the board, according to 
political insiders.

Without the promise 
of at least some money and 
jobs to offer in exchange for 
volunteering time and loy-
alty, the borough party may 
start to seem less relevant, 
although in the GOP’s case 
it is still recognized by the 
state Republican Party.

O’Connell also men-
tioned that the nearby 
Fairway supermarket in 
Douglaston may have con-
tributed to the store’s de-
mise.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers cartoonist Tip Sem-
pliner is a Northern Bou-
levard regular in the Little 
Neck business district and 
said he could not help but 
notice how the economic 
landscape of his town has 
changed over the years. In 
a passing conversation, he 
rattled off as many as 10 
local establishments that 
closed up shop over the last 
decade, including Douglas-
ton’s former Strawberry’s 
Sports Grill, which closed 
last year.

“It changes the quality 
of life,” Sempliner said. “It 
seems we’ve got no protec-
tion here.”

Sempliner said he 
could not accept the often-
heard alternative of doing 

his shopping over in Bay-
side because the area did 
not match the character of 
Little Neck or Douglaston 
— or offer similar parking.

But as for Strawber-
ry’s, a glimpse into the fu-
ture appeared on the grill’s 
front window, where a sign 
read that Smoking Aces 
Bistro will soon move into 
the 235th Street spot near 
the Douglaston train sta-
tion.

The owners of Smok-

ing Aces Bistro did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

In the case of Staples 
especially, when the Little 
Neck store, at 252-17 North-
ern Blvd., closed, it left the 
next closest option right 
down the same road, but in 
Bayside.

Next to Staples, the for-
mer Scobee Diner has also 
sat in waiting for years, al-
though an application was 
recently filed with the city 

Board of Standards and Ap-
peals for a new two-story 
building for retail and med-
ical space on the property, 
according to Community 
Board 11.

The owner of both the 
Scobee property as well as 
the Staples next door, Ger-
ry Greenberg of G&H Real 
Estate, did not return calls 
seeking comment.

Just across the street 
from Staples, Tony Fabiano 
and his Long Island Drum 
Center have grown into a 
staple of their own in Little 
Neck. According to Fabia-
no, the shopping experience 
along Northern Boulevard 
has been transformed over 
his 30 years in Queens.

Throughout the years, 
Fabiano said rent and taxes 
have gone up dramatically, 
yet the store has not raised 
its prices in more than a 
decade.

“I’ve seen a lot of small 
business come and go over 
the years. The area seems 
to be in transition,” Fabia-
no said. “It wasn’t always 
so turbulent.”

Continued from Page 1

GOP

Continued from Page 1

Little Neck

Tom Ognibene (l.) represented a group of Republican City Council 
members who installed an Election Board commissioner against 
the will of Queens GOP leader Phil Ragusa (r.).

The Staples office supply store on Northern Boulevard now sits 
vacant after it closed. Photo by Phil Corso

Continued from Page 4

Rikers

Continued from Page 5

Vallone
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Rockaway residents got their first 
view of what a post-Hurricane Sandy 
beachfront could look like when the city 
Parks Department presented renderings 
at a community meeting at Beach Channel 
High School last week.

According to a Parks official, the ren-
derings illustrate replacement structures 
for infrastructure destroyed by the storm. 
These include boardwalks, restaurants, 
lifeguard towers and comfort stations.

Though no cost figures were provid-
ed, Parks officials said three “boardwalk 

islands” providing access to beach facili-
ties and amenities will be created at Beach 
86th, 97th and 106th streets, while damaged 
restroom and lifeguard buildings will be 
replaced with modular buildings. The ex-
act locations are still being determined.

The department also said it has three 
requests for proposals out for food stands 
on the beach as well as kayak and bike 
rental stands.

Parks officials set May 24 as the tar-
get date to reopen the beaches, but parts 
of Jacob Riis Park and Fort Tilden might 
remain closed.

Parks reveals new images 
in Rockaway Beach fi xup

This rendering displays potential beach facilities from Shore Front Parkway. 
Image courtesy city Parks Department
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Jon Severe remem-

bered losing to Bishop 
Loughlin in last year’s 
diocesan semifinals, 
breaking a string of three-
straight Christ the King 
crowns.

The Royals senior 
didn’t want to experience 
that feeling again with a 
championship on the line 
Friday night.

Severe scored 26 
points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds to lead Christ the 
King to an 80-65 win over 
the Lions in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens boys’ 

basketball final in Middle 
Village.

“Beating them in 
a championship game 
means a lot to us and the 
program,” Severe said.

It’s CK’s fourth cham-
pionship in five years 
and its third win over the 
Brooklyn school this sea-
son. Christ the King earns 
the diocese’s top seed in 
the intersectional tourna-
ment.

The Royals (23-3) 
grabbed control of the 
game in the third quarter 
after trailing 41-34 at the 
half. They clamped down 
defensively, taking away 

the driving lanes and hold-
ing Loughlin to just eight 
points in the third.

“Our defensive ener-
gy was a lot better,” Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello said.

Severe scored seven 
straight points midway 
through the frame. CK 
ended the quarter on a 
5-0 run to grab a 53-49 ad-
vantage heading into the 
fourth. Loughlin never se-
riously threatened again.

St. Anthony’s (L.I.) 
transfer Andre Walker 
scored 15 points, grabbed 
seven rebounds and dished 
out five assists for CK. 
Adonis Delarosa had 10 

points and Jordan Fuchs 
and freshman Rawle 
Alkins added nine apiece.

Alkins also did a good 
job slowing down Loughlin 
star Kadeen Carrington, 
who had 20 points. His 
backcourt mate Mike Wil-
liams had just 13 points 
and was in and out of the 
game in the second half 
with cramps and hip point-
er for Loughlin (19-7).

Walker, who has come 
on strong of late, knew how 
much this game meant to 
his teammates who lost in 
the semifinals last year. 
The junior didn’t want to 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

 
Joe Arbitello is usu-

ally the harshest critic of 
his Christ the King team’s 
defense. The Royals’ 
coach, however, had been 
happy with his club’s per-
formance on that end floor 
despite trailing by seven 
at the half of the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens boys’ 
basketball championship 
Friday night. He credited 
Bishop Loughlin’s talent-
ed offensive players with 
making tough shots.

“I said to my guys 
at halftime, I thought we 
were playing really good 
D,” Arbitello said.

His players did not.
The Royals took it to 

another level in the third 
quarter. They kept the 
Lions out of the paint, re-
bounded and turned miss-
es into transition points. 
There were CK hands out 
on every shot and bodies 
between the Lions and the 
basket.

Christ the King held 
Loughlin to just eight 
third-quarter points and 

took a four-point lead into 
the fourth quarter it would 
never relinquish. Defense 
has been on the tip of the 
players’ tongues all year.

Rightfully so, as it 
was the main reason they 
won the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens boys’ title 80-
65 in Middle Village — the 
school’s fourth crown in 
the last five years.

The Royals wouldn’t 
have had it any other way.

“We wanted it more,” 
junior guard Andre Walk-
er said. “Halftime we were 
down. We knew we had 
to come out hungry, so 
we clamped down on de-
fense.”

It’s a passion that’s 
burned in them all season. 
It is what sets them apart to 
the tune of just one league 
loss and three defeats all 
year. The Christ the King 
seniors are still motivated 
by losing to Bishop Lough-
lin in last season’s dioc-
esan semifinals and being 
stunned by Mount St. Mi-
chael in the intersectional 
quarterfinals last year. 
There was no trip to the 
federation tournament.

This group can take it 
to another level when they 
need to and want to get 
back there. Walker would 
like to see them play with 

Severe leads CK to B/Q title
Big third quarter earns Royals fourth championship in fi ve years

Defense key for
Christ the King

Continued on Page 56

Christ the King’s Jon Severe dribbles toward the basket. Photo by William Thomas

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Christ the King players and coaches celebrate their win 
in the Brooklyn-Queens “AA” diocesan championship. 

Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 57
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Sabrina Southerland 
doesn’t waste words or 
strides.

The Benjamin Car-
dozo senior knew exactly 
what her job was when she 
took the baton for the an-
chor leg of the 4x400 relay 
with the Judges holding a 
small lead.

“My main thing was 
to come in first so I could 
get points for my team,” 
she said. “I just held it in 
first.”

Southerland ran her 
legs in a stellar 54.8 sec-
onds to allow her, Shani-
qua Kirkpatrick, Akayla 
Anderson and Deajah Ste-
vens to clinch not only the 
Judges’ win in the race, 
but also the meet. Cardozo 
held off Medgar Evers 91-85 
to claim its sixth-straight 
PSAL indoor girls’ track 
and field title at the Ar-

mory Sunday.
Southerland also won 

the 1500 in 4:39.55 and 1000 
in 2:48.24 to earn co-track 
athlete of the meet honors 
with Medgar Ever’s Kade-
cia Baird. Southerland for 
three years had run be-
hind the likes of Chamique 
Francis, Claudia Francis 
and Alexis Pannise. This 
title was hers.

“She deserved it,” 
Cardozo Coach Gail Em-
manuel said. “It was hon-
orable for her to finish up 
like that.”

The key to this crown 
was Cardozo’s balance 
across the running events. 
Anderson and Sandreka 
Bancroft placed first and 
second in the 55 hurdles 
in 8.00 and 8.20. Denise 
Branch won the 3000 in 
a time of 10:16.52 and was 
third in the 1500 in 4:50.11. 
Stevens was second in the 
300 in 38.98 and Kirkpat-

rick (1:36.73) was third in 
the 600. The team of Ban-
croft, Anderson, Aylete 
Townsend and Elizabeth 
Myers were second in 
the 4x200 with a mark of 
1:41.27.

““It just feels like we 
relied on those other girls 
from the past that gradu-
ated that helped us to win 
the whole thing,” Ander-
son, a senior, said. “It feels 
good that we did it.”

Cardozo wasn’t the 
only ones medaling from 
Queens.

Townsend Harris se-
nior Ji Won Kang smashed 
her previous PSAL record 
time of 7:01.20 set back in 
January by winning the 
1500 race walk in 6:44.62. 
She got into the event af-
ter getting injured during 
cross country as a fresh-
man. It led her to being the 
best ever in the PSAL.

“I still can’t believe I 

did it,” she said. “I wasn’t 
coming down the straight 
away looking at my time 
and thinking that is what 
I was looking for.”

Forest Hill’s junior 
Oghenakpob Efekoro 
placed second in the shot 
put with a throw of 50-feet, 
2.75 inches. It was his first 
Top 3 finish.

“I’ve never stood on 
a podium,” Efekoro said. 
“It’s awesome.”

Bayside’s Xiao Zhi 
Shi earned gold in the 
boys’ pole vault with a 
leap of 10-6.00 and Olivia 
Chang took third on the 
girls’ side in 7-00. Brandon 
Gooden of John Bowne 
(6.59) was third in the 55 
dash and Francis Lewis’ 
Fredis Baires finished in 
the same spot in the 3200 
in 9:48.73.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Scott Lagas finally let 

Amani Tatum do her thing: 
Will a win.

The Archbishop Mol-
loy coach said his star 
guard did her best to play 
within the offense for most 
of the team’s first-place tie-
breaker game. The Stan-
ners trailed by 20 points 
in the third quarter before 
the James Madison-bound 
guard showed signs of life.

“At a certain point, 
she decided and I said to 
her, ‘It’s your time now,’” 
Lagas said. “She put the 
team on her back and she 
just carried them right 
through the fourth quar-
ter.”

Tatum scored 19 of 
her 21 points in the final 
10:25 of the second half 
and 13 in the fourth quar-
ter of Molloy’s dramatic 
52-49 victory over Bishop 
Ford at St. Francis Prep 
Feb 21. The Stanners out-
scored the Falcons 22-4 in 

the fourth quarter by slow-
ing the pace and switching 
to a zone. They held Ford 
without a field goal until 
0.1 second was left in the 
frame.

The win earns the 
Stanners (19-6) the school’s 
first CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division I regular 
basketball season title and 

the top seed in the dioc-
esan tournament. It’s the 
first step for Tatum and 
the team’s seniors to leav-
ing their mark on Molloy 
history.

“I wanted to be in first 
place,” she said. “I wanted 
to be in first place, just 
making history for Mol-
loy and keeping our legacy 

there.”
Tatum connected on 

a three-pointer right after 
Ford (18-7) took a 42-22 lead 
with 2:55 remaining in the 
third. She hit from beyond 
the arc again at the third 
quarter buzzer and scored 
Molloy’s first six points of 
the fourth to pull her team 
to within 47-36 with 5:28 

left to play. It was reminis-
cent of her performance 
in playoff wins over Mary 
Louis and St. Anthony’s at 
St. Francis Prep last year.

Tatum stole a pass 
at the top of the key and 
went in for a layup to tie 
the score. On the next pos-
session, she found Carolyn 
Gallagher in transition to 

put Molloy up for good at 
49-47 with 1:12 left to play. 
Gallagher, who was cele-
brating her 18th birthday, 
had eight of her 16 points 
in the fourth.

“We needed to step it 
up, me and Amani,” Gal-
lagher said. “Once we did, 
then our team followed.”

For three quarters, it 
was sophomore Aryn Mc-
Clure (13 points) who car-
ried Molloy. She battled 
Ford’s forwards and Bran-
di Segars (13 points) on the 
glass. McClure scored in 
the paint to keep the Stan-
ners in the game as the 
Falcons continually got 
baskets in transition.

Tatum took it from 
there and wants to keep it 
going.

“Two more wins and 
we are Brooklyn/Queens 
[diocesan] champions,” 
Tatum said. “There is not 
much I can ask for but to 
keep winning.”

Cardozo girls win sixth-straight track title

Molloy’s Amani Tatum (front l.) gets a hug from teammate Carolyn Gallagher as players celebrate after their win over Bishop Ford. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Tatum time: Senior guard powers Molloy to fi rst place
Thrilller against Ford lands Stanners fi rst-ever CHSAA regular season title and top diocesan seed

Cardozo’s Sabrina Southerland 
competes in the 1500-meter 
race. Photo by Yinghao Luo

let them down and also 
wanted to win his first 
high school champion-
ship. Walker believed his 
performance earned him 
his own piece of Christ the 
King history, with plenty 
of time for him to add to it.

“It lets them know 
they are going to have to 
see me next year, too,” 
Walker said.

For seniors such as 
Severe, this year is all he 
and his classmates have 
left. He isn’t worried about 
possibly facing Loughlin 
in the intersectional title 
game and having to beat 
them for the fourth time 
this season.

“I think we can beat 
anybody,” Severe said. “If 
we play together and play 
defense like we did in the 
third quarter, nobody can 
beat us.”

Continued from Page 55

Royals
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St. John’s’ domination 

of Rutgers continues.
The Scarlet Knights 

entered Carnesecca Are-
na hoping to finally earn 
Coach C. Vivian Stringer 
her historic 900th career 
win. Instead, they left 
with their sixth-straight 
defeat at the hands of the 
Red Storm.

New Jersey native Na-
dirah McKenith scored a 
game-high 21 points to lead 
St. John’s to a convincing 
61-48 basketball victory 
against Rutgers Saturday 
afternoon. She has consis-
tently played well against 
the Scarlet Knights. McK-
enith said she is going to 
miss games against them, 
but doesn’t take special joy 
in beating them.

“It means a lot when-
ever you win and you can 
keep winning against a 
team. It’s great for any 
team,” she said.

Her game was part 
of a stellar performance 
for the Red Storm’s back-
court. Briana Brown 
had 13 points and five re-
bounds and Aliyyah Hand-
ford added 12 points and 
six boards. It more than 
made up for a subpar per-
formance from star Shen-
neika Smith (five points). 
The Red storm has won 
five straight overall and 
has three winnable games 
to close out the regular 
season.

“It shows the growth 
we have had as a group 
over the year,” St. John’s 
Coach Joe Tartamella 

said. “I think early in the 
year we may not have been 
able to recover if Shen-
neika didn’t have a good 
game.”

The Red Storm looked 
just fine closing the first 
half on a 12-2 run that 
pushed its lead to 34-20 at 
the half. Brown and the re-
serve guard Ashley Perez 
finished the spurt with 
back-to-back three-point-
ers. Brown has played well 
of late with six double-digit 
scoring games in her last 
seven contests. She more 
than made up for Smith’s 
troubles.

“When someone goes 
down, we all step up,” 
Brown said. “That’s what 
we do for each other.”

She and her team-
mates spoiled Stringer’s 
moment. The Rutgers 
coach was looking to be-
come just the fourth Divi-
sion I women’s basketball 
coach to hit the milestone. 
Rutgers, which was led by 
Erica Wheeler’s 11 points, 
failed to get their coach 
No. 900. Her team tried to 
rally late, getting as close 
as 13 with 8:17 left in the 
game.

Stringer was dis-
couraged by the Scarlet 
Knights’ play, but is con-
fident the mark will come 
eventually.

“You know what, I’m 
gonna get it before I die,” 
she said. “That much you 
can count on.”

that intensity all the time 
— a scary thought for op-
ponents. Arbitello said it’s 
just the product of veter-
ans refusing to lose.

“We took it to that se-
nior level where we wanted 
to win this back,” said the 
coach, holding the cham-
pionship trophy. “This be-

came the most important 
thing to us. You know, you 
can’t coach that. That has 
to come from the players.”

It is easy to see how 
this group feeds off each 
other when role-playing ju-
nior Rawle Alkins turns a 
block into a coast-to-coast 
layup midway through 
the fourth quarter. Then 
6-foot-10, 250-pound center 
Adonis Delarosa hustles to 
steal the ensuing inbound 

pass. It led to Jon Severe 
being fouled on a drive and 
Delarosa getting a slap on 
the behind in appreciation 
from Arbitello.

It’s hustle and heart 
plays like those that were 
the difference against 
Loughlin and will be the 
difference for however 
long the Royals’ playoff 
run goes.

St. John’s Aliyyah Handford (c.) goes up for a shot at Rutgers’ 
Christa Evans (l.) and Erica Wheeler. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Continued from Page 55
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BY ROB ABRUZZESE
 
The St. John’s men’s basketball 

team’s NCAA Tournament hopes took a 
big hit when the Red Storm lost an oppor-
tunity for a résumé-boosting win over No. 
20 Pittsburgh.

“I felt like we could have won this 
game,” said St. John’s’ JaKarr Sampson. 
“We just didn’t execute down the stretch. 
We missed open shots, missed box out as-
signments, but we definitely feel we let 
this one go.”

The Red Storm trailed throughout 
the entire first half of the game, but man-
aged to mount a comeback after the break. 
It didn’t last as Pittsburgh put the clamps 
on defensively, forcing nine second-half 
turnovers to beat St. John’s 63-47 at Madi-
son Square Garden Sunday.

“We were right there,” said Johnnies’ 
Coach Steve Lavin, who recently missed 
back-to-back games due to the death of his 
father. “We definitely let this opportunity 
slip away.”

The loss drops the Red Storm (16-11, 
8-7) into ninth place in the Big East and 
hurts their chances at making the NCAA 
Tournament.

The Johnnies struggled to find scor-
ing options all game. Sampson led the 
team with just 14 points, and Phil Greene 
pitched in with 11. No other players were 

in double digits while Pittsburgh’s Tray 
Woodall had a season-high 25 points. 
D’Angelo Harrison especially struggled 
as he shot just 1-for-12 and finished with 
just six points for the Red Storm.

“You just worry about the next shot 
because you are always one shot away 
from being hot,” Harrison said. “It was 
just one of those nights.”

The Red Storm shot 31.6 percent for 
the game. If that wasn’t the biggest reason 
for the loss, it was second half turnovers 
of which the Johnnies committed nine 
that led to 17 Pittsburgh points.

The Red Storm had pulled ahead 33-
32 with 17:26 left in the game when the 
turnovers kicked in. Pittsburgh went on 
a 10-2 run that put them up seven points. 
St. John’s got as close as three points after 
that, but another run by Pittsburgh, 13-2 
this time, finished it off.

“I think we were kind of in the des-
ert offensively and that’s a credit to Pitts-
burgh in terms of their defense,” Lavin 
said.

St. John’s has dropped to 2-5 against 
ranked teams. It has three games left with 
two of them coming against No. 25 Notre 
Dame and No. 17 Marquette. Winning at 
least one of those games will go a long 
way toward getting them into the NCAA 
tournament.

Red Storm women spoil 
Rutgers coach’s milestone

St. John’s D’Angelo Harrison (l.) fights for a loose ball with Pittsburgh’s Durand Johnson. 
AP Photo/Henny Ray Abrams

Poor shooting dooms SJU
in loss to Pittsburgh at MSG
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TimesLedger
SPECIAL SECTION
DISTRIBUTION: 
The Going Green in Queens 
editorial section will appear in 

the TimesLedger Newspapers 

on March 15th and will be 

distributed at the Exhibition 

on March 23rd.

DEADLINE: 
March 12, 2013

PUBLICATION DATE: 
March 15, 2013

For Advertising Information Call: 

718.260.4537
A CNG Publication, Produced 

by the TimesLedger Newspapers

TimesLedger 
has partnered with

The Going Green in Queens  
2013 Planning Committee, 
 Queens Civic Congress &  

The Queens Coalition for Parks

 

 

EVENT SPONSORED BY:

A GREENING, EDUCATIONAL & 
NETWORKING CONFERENCE

(Right off College Point Blvd.)

Tour of the New Pool Building

Workshops start at 11am and 1pm

Short Film Festival During the Day

For additional information regarding this event please call: 718.341.1395

#7 Train: Mets-Willets Point

Q58 Bus: Corner of College Point Blvd. and Fowler Ave.

: Ample FREE Parking

FREE
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

BUY NOW 

32BJ, 1199, 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends March 18, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends March 18, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

WINTER
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.


