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By ReBecca Henely

The national Literary Landmarks Asso-
ciation has designated 10 New York locations for 
landmark status throughout its 27 years, but Sat-
urday marked the first time in the state the asso-
ciation landmarked a library.

“Langston Hughes is now nationally recog-

By Steve MoSco

A new report by a transpor-
tation group has compiled a list 

of the most dangerous roads for 
New Yorkers traveling by foot, and 
that report has some bad news for 
Woodhaven residents.

The Tri-State Transportation 
Campaign, a nonprofit, reviewed 
traffic data from 2009-11 and found 
Woodhaven Boulevard to be the 

most dangerous road for pedestri-
ans in Queens.

“It’s never good to wake up 
and learn you live near the deadli-
est road,” said Ed Wendell, presi-
dent of the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association. “But it really is 
not a surprise.”

According to the campaign’s 
report, seven pedestrians have 
been killed in traffic accidents 
on the boulevard since 2009, a list 
that included four fatalities in 2011 
alone. Wendell said the dangers of 
the boulevard are no secret to resi-
dents and officials alike, as Capt. 
Henry Saunter, of the 102nd Pre-
cinct, spoke about efforts to protect 
pedestrians at a recent precinct 
council meeting.

Wendell said the safety of 
pedestrians routinely comes up 
at these meetings and he believes 
there are two important steps that 
officials can take to lower the fa-
talities.

“The lighting needs improve-
ment. The intersection at Wood-
haven Boulevard and Jamaica 
Avenue is under a train station and 
it is extremely dark under there — 
even during the day,” he said. “We 
also need to increase enforcement 
of speeding laws. Cars go flying 

By RicH BockMann

At the turn of the cen-
tury, Port Authority and 
state officials were cau-
tiously optimistic that new 
markets in Asia would pro-
vide a boon to the region’s 
air-cargo industry.

Despite a weakening 

economy in 2000, John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port ranked third nation-
wide in air-cargo tonnage, 
and the Port Authority’s 
system experienced a 13.5 
percent boost in the first 
quarter of 2001.

But then came Sept. 
11, and increased security 

measures along with climb-
ing fuel prices helped push 
cargo off planes and onto 
trucks. Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport began to 
position itself as the gate-
way of choice for Asia’s air 
cargo industry and JFK lost 
even more ground to the 

Langston Hughes Library makes

history as first literary landmark

Staples leaves
Little Neck as
deli ends run

Woodhaven Blvd. tops danger list
Stretch is most treacherous in Queens for pedestrians after Jamaica Ave.

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 9

JFK loses ground on air cargo

By PHil coRSo

Business has been better in 
Little Neck and Douglaston, shop 
owners along Northern Boulevard 
say.

And with the latest news of 
Staples’ and nearby Ceriello Fine 
Foods’ recent decision to split out 
of town, residents in the area said 
they could not help but think, 
“Here we go again.”

Over recent weeks, Ceriello’s 
Douglaston store, at 44-35 Doug-
laston Pkwy., saw its last days and 
added another shop to the list of lo-
cal business has-beens. The name 
still lives on in other shops around 
the area, including Nassau County 
and Manhattan, and has become 
known for its Italian cuisine, Ceri-
ello said.

A spokeswoman for Staples 
confirmed the store’s closure but 
could not delve into reasons why.

At Ceriello’s, a spokesman 
said the Little Neck location was 
not making enough money to sus-
tain itself when compared to the 
other locations in nearby Nassau 
County.

Rod O’Connell, who owns 

A new study says that over the past de-
cade John F. Kennedy International 
Airport has slipped from the third-largest 
airport in the country for air cargo to the 
seventh. Photo by Christina Santucci

School celebration

Students in Maspeth High School’s Bollywood Fushion group perform during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
school, which is called “The Classical School of New York.” The school had been co-located with Metropolitan High 
School before moving to its new location in Maspeth. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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3Qns domestic violence forum mulls solutions
  Nonprofi ts gather to discuss innovative ways to tackle grave problem in Queens immigrant communities

BY JOE ANUTA

Domestic violence 
complaints have not de-
clined over the last 10 years 
despite increased enforce-
ment by the NYPD, even as 
major crime and incarcera-
tion rates fell.

That was the mes-
sage Friday from a group 
of nonprofits gathered in 
Long Island City to discuss 
some innovative ways to 
tackle the problem that by 
its nature makes it hard to 
track and treat, especially 
in Queens.

The forum was hosted 
by City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who helped 
craft a 2011 Council plan 
to increase outreach and 
education about domestic 
violence.

“We need to take some 
responsibility as a commu-
nity,” she said. “We can’t do 
this alone.”

Statistics from the 
mayor’s Office to Combat 
Domestic Violence show 
that in 2002, there were 16 

domestic violence victims 
killed in Queens. By 2012, 
with virtually no change in 
the borough’s population, 
the office had switched 
its terminology to chart 
family-related homicides 
and still reported 15 such 
deaths.

Citywide, the number 
of domestic violence inci-
dents reported to the NYPD 
increased over the same 
time period from 222,492 to 
263,207 — an increase of 18 
percent. Again, the city’s 
population rose by only 2 
percent, and the rates of all 
major crime categories like 
murder, rape and robbery 
decreased.

At the same time, home 
visits by NYPD officers in-
creased by 79 percent over 
the same time period, with 
nearly 70,000 visits in 2012.

These numbers are 
reflected in what one of Fri-
day’s panelists saw in the 
field.

Nathaly Rubio-Torio 
is the executive director of 
Voces Latinas, a Jackson 
Heights-based advocacy 

group focused on HIV and 
violence prevention.

She and other panel-
ists said language barriers 
and immigration status of-
ten keep victims of domes-
tic violence from speaking 
out, especially when their 
familial support structure 
lives in another country.

Abusers can also hold 
immigration papers or 

passports hostage and con-
trol all the money in the 
house in order to silence 
victims.

But groups like Rubio-
Torio’s are thinking outside 
the box about how to break 
through some of these bar-
riers.

For example, volun-
teers from Voces Latinas 
hit Roosevelt Avenue at 3 

a.m. to hand out informa-
tion about preventing HIV 
transmission and violence 
at bars or restaurants, es-
pecially where prostitution 
might be occurring.

“We can’t continue to 
think about 9 to 5, because 
that’s not when the commu-
nity is out,” she said.

The group also does 
a lot of outreach to men, 

since according to the may-
or’s office, women make the 
majority of complaints and 
found that many are suffer-
ing from the same isolation 
as their female counter-
parts, which could be one 
source of the problem, she 
said.

The forum was hosted 
by Steinway Child and 
Family Services, a nonprof-
it that provides social, men-
tal, and housing services 
to those in need. Pasquale 
DePetris, chief operating 
officer at the center, urged 
the groups to reach men 
earlier since abusive be-
havior can be learned at a 
young age, he said.

Several of the other 
organizations represented 
— Violence Intervention 
Program, Why Do I Exist, 
Community Prevention Al-
ternative and Immigrant 
Movement International 
— also wanted to try and 
make women more socially 
and economically indepen-
dent through a variety of 
programs. 

Yessi Galindo (far l.) of the nonprofit Immigrant Movement International and her translator listen to 
City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras speak at a domestic violence forum. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 7 is ask-
ing the state attorney general to 
investigate how unauthorized 
soil was dumped on a waterfront 
lot in Whitestone where a luxury 
housing development is planned, 
TimesLedger Newspapers has 
learned.

The board sent a Feb. 20 let-
ter to Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman requesting a probe 
into whether or not toxic material 
was illegally transported to the 
13-acre vacant site, known as Wa-
terpointe, where the construction 
of 52 homes is planned.

That soil was transported 
under the auspices of Massachu-
setts-based consulting company 
EBI Consulting and Whitestone-
based contractor Barone Man-
agement. The two companies 
were cleaning the site of historic 
contamination as part of the state 

Brownfield Cleanup Program, in 
which private companies get fi-
nancial incentives to clean sites 
following state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation regu-
lations.

Now the DEC is currently 
hammering out an agreement 
with the new owners of the site, 
Edgestone Group, to remove the 

suspect material that was placed 
onto the site.

Some of the material that 
needs to be taken away is believed 
by contractors to come from a for-
mer federal Superfund, or hazard-
ous waste site, in Brooklyn. It was 
discovered during a DEC investi-
gation that began last year.

Edgestone had no affiliation 

with the previous owners and 
purchased the property after the 
material had been dumped, but 
before DEC concluded its investi-
gation. But it is retaining Barone 
as a consultant, though no one at 
the company has an equity inter-
est in the property.

The company has pledged to 
complete the cleanup and begin 
construction on the site, which 
includes building a public water-
front park as soon as possible.

Before it can get a crucial 
permit renewal to build, which 
the community board will weigh 
in on, it must reach an accord 
with the state about how exactly 
to get the soil off of the property 
in a safe manner.

The board has had several 
committee meetings with all con-
cerned parties. CB 7 members 
Chuck Apelian and James Cervi-
no had recused themselves from 
making any decisions about the 

process. Apelian said he had prior 
business relationships involving 
the site, and Cervino’s company 
was hired to import untouched 
soil to replace the contaminated 
earth. None of Cervino’s soil was 
questioned by the DEC.

Paul Vallone, a board mem-
ber and City Council candidate, 
also has loose ties to the property. 
He is a partner in his family law 
firm, Vallone & Vallone, and is 
sometimes listed in city lobbyist 
databases as working for Con-
stantinople & Vallone Consult-
ing LLC, which was hired by the 
previous owners of Waterpointe 
in 2006 to lobby the city about the 
zoning of the property.

Vallone said his name is 
sometimes listed as a lobbyist as 
a technicality, since he works at 
the family law firm, and that he 
has never worked at his father’s 
consulting firm.

Developers at the Whitestone waterfront site are working to remove unauthor-
ized soil previously dumped on the property.

CB 7 wants state probe into Whitestone soil dumping 
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
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E
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Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

March 3rd Lunch and Slide Show: Jews on the Silk Road
 Uzbekistan was the center of world commerce 1000 years   
 ago, and where there was commerce, there were jews.
April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall,
enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Refreshments courtesy of Gus Antonopoulos of Farenga Funeral Home, 
George Stamatiades of Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home and 

David Funeral Home, and John Golden of Martin Gleason Funeral Home.

RSVP 718-278-3240

Billy J. Ray was in 
the original Broadway 

“Beatlemania” 
cast and a Paul 

McCartney 
interpreter since 

1978. 

Hear Billy sing 
the great songs of 
McCartney, Elvis, 

and more!

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Join us for a Special Concert by

Billy J. Ray
Performing In All Souls Chapel

Sunday March 3rd at 2pm
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Vallone leads beep fi eld in casino-funded poll
BY JOE ANUTA

A new poll from earlier this 
month shows City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) lead-
ing the pack for borough presi-
dent, though its relevancy was 
questioned by the councilman’s 
competitors.

The poll was paid for by 
Resorts World Casino to get the 
city’s pulse on gambling in the 
borough, but the survey also 
questioned 300 likely Democratic 
voters in Queens in late January 
to see who they liked for beep.

The poll found Vallone held 
an 11-point lead over his competi-
tors in the race: state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Queens 
Director of Community 
Boards Barry Groden-
chik, former Council-
woman Melinda Katz 
and Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst). The margin of error 
was 5.6 percent.

Vallone would garner 26 per-
cent of the vote, according to the 
poll, with Katz netting 17 percent, 

Comrie 13 percent, Avella 12 per-
cent and Peralta 7 percent. Gro-
denchik was not included in the 

poll and 28 percent of vot-
ers were undecided.

“This poll confirms 
that Peter F. Vallone Jr. 
is well on his way to be-
coming the next Queens 

borough president,” campaign 
spokesman Austin Finan said.

But Avella questioned why a 
casino group would go out of its 
way to include questions about 
the Queens borough president 

race in a marketing survey.
“You’re obviously trying to 

influence the election by releas-
ing that information. One has to 
question if this was a backdoor ap-
proach for the candidate who the 
poll favors,” he said of the survey, 
conducted by Global Strategies, a 
national political consulting and 
public relations firm. “I don’t con-
sider any poll they do reputable. I 
consider it geared for specific po-
litical clients.”

Vallone’s camp fired back at 
Avella, calling his accusations 
baseless and asserting that the 
poll was done independently of 
their campaign.

“No rational person would 
think that any local elected is the 
mastermind behind a poll con-
ducted by a multibillion-dollar 
global organization. It’s no sur-
prise that Tony is desperately try-
ing to discredit a poll that shows 
him lagging behind,” Finan said.

Peralta’s camp noted the 
margin of error, saying what the 
poll “essentially says is that back 
in January you had a five-way 
statistical dead heat.”

The poll did not rile Katz’s 

camp, according to spokesman 
George Artz.

“We are well-positioned and 
we have only just begun to cam-
paign,” he said in a statement. 
“The poll itself is a very small 
sample, with a huge margin of er-
ror, put out by a gaming client. At 
this point, it really only demon-
strates name recognition.”

Dominick Panakal is manag-
ing Grodenchik’s campaign. 

“We are confident that Bar-
ry’s message of hands-on, visible 
leadership will make this poll ir-
relevant in due time,” he said.

Comrie’s camp did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

The poll also put Vallone as 
the most recognized candidate, 
with Avella in second place fol-
lowed by Katz, Peralta and Com-
rie.

The poll, which polled a rep-
resentative sample of 700 city-
wide likely Democratic primary 
voters, including 300 in Queens, 
found that 51 percent of those 
surveyed opposed building new 
full-gambling casino sites in New 
York City. The survey also found 
25 percent of Queens primary vot-

ers would be less likely to pull the 
lever for a borough presidential 
candidate if he or she supported 
new gambling sites.

But the Resorts World-fi-
nanced survey found that two-
thirds of Queens primary voters 
favor turning their Aqueduct 
racino into a full-gambling op-
eration — a prospect the owners 
would welcome, according to re-
ports in the New York Post.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at r718-260-4566.PETER VALLONE JR.

Introducing the new 
TimesLedger.com, bringing you 

all Queens, all the time
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Donovan Richards is 
southeast Queens’ new-
est City Council member. 
Again.

A week after polls 
closed in the hotly contest-
ed District 31 spe-
cial election, Rich-
ards Wednesday 
declared himself 
the race’s winner for a sec-
ond time after the prelimi-
nary results gave him an 
80-vote lead over his closest 
challenger, Pesach Osina.

“I can officially say 
I’m the councilman of the 
31st District!” he tweeted 
just after 1 p.m. “Thank 
you, Jesus!”

The city Board of Elec-
tions counted 552 valid 
absentee ballots and affi-
davits Wednesday, which 
gave Richards a 2,513-2,487 

lead over Osina, good for an 
almost 1 percent margin of 
victory. The board’s com-
missioners will certify the 
results Tuesday.

Both Richards — one 
of seven black candidates 
vying to represent the 

neighborhoods of 
Rosedale, Laurel-
ton, Springfield 
Gardens and Far 

Rockaway — and Osina, an 
Orthodox Jewish candidate 
from Far Rockaway, had 
each declared himself the 
councilman around mid-
night Feb. 19  even though 
Richards’ razor-thin, 26-
vote lead left the race too 
close to call.

Political observers had 
predicted the contest would 
be tight if Osina could mo-
bilize the Orthodox Jewish 
community and the seven 
other candidates split the 

remainder of the votes in 
the majority black district.

By the time counting 
ended last week, Richards’ 
0.3-percent margin of vic-
tory made it appear as if a 
winner might not be certi-
fied for some time.

According to election 
law, a margin smaller than 
0.5 percent automatically 
triggers a manual recount, 
a process that can take 
weeks.

Adding to the height-
ened suspense, the night of 
the election the board said 
it was waiting for a mem-
ory stick with about three 
percent of the results from 
the digital voting machines 
to be delivered to its office, 
eliciting predictions as to 
where in the district the 
votes would come from and 
whom they would favor.

As it turned out, the 

voting machine had been 
damaged prior to the polls 
opening and never used, 
according to a BOE spokes-
woman, and the memory 
stick came back empty.

That left the outcome 
of the election up to a count 
of absentee ballots and affi-
davits, which by law could 
not be tallied until a week 
later.

The count placed 
Jacques Leandre in third 
place in the contest with 
13.5 percent of the vote. Mi-
chael Duncan received 11.3 
percent, edging Selvena 
Brooks out by just three 
votes. Marie Adam-Ovide 
received 2.1 percent, Kes-
selley Saywalah hauled in 
1.9 percent and Allan Jen-
nings got 1.7 percent.

BY REBECCA HENELY

A fire in Richmond 
Hill early Sunday morning 
seemed to have been  delib-
erately set and the 43-year-
old  victim was found with 
his hands and feet bound, 
authorities said.

A 911 call came in at 
2:35 a.m. for a fire on the 
second floor of a private 
dwelling near the corner 
of 115th Street and 95th Av-
enue, the FDNY said. Fire-
fighters were on the scene 
five minutes later and the 
fire went to a second alarm, 
with 25 units and more 
than 100 firefighters on the 
scene, the FDNY said.

Neighbor James Pen-
fold, 48, said he was asleep 
at the time, but the fire 
trucks woke him up.

“You could see smoke 
coming out from behind the 
building,” Penfold said.

He said he thought 
the building would be com-
pletely destroyed, but the 
Fire Department was able 
to put out the blaze about 45 
minutes later.

The FDNY classified 
the fire as incendiary, al-
though police were still in-
vestigating the incident.

When the fire was ex-
tinguished, officers found 
Azeem Ali with his hands 
and feet tied up and severe 
burns to his body, police 
said.

Neighbors believed 
Ali might have lived in an 
apartment on the second 
floor with his wife and son.

Debra Singh, 54, said 
her grandson would play 
with the young boy who 
lived in the apartment.

“It’s always a shock 
whenever something like 
this happens right around 
the corner from you,” she 
said.

The fire scorched al-
most all of the roof and a 
large section of the second 
floor. A mini-mart connect-
ed to the building was safe 
enough that workers went 
in and out behind the police 
cordon.

Penfold said on the 
first floor, which was large-
ly untouched, there were 
five garages where he kept 
two collector’s cars and 
another person stored race 
cars. Someone else ran a 
sign-making business out 
of one of the garages, he 
said.

Penfold said his own 
cars only sustained slight 
water damage in the blaze.

He said the only other 
fire in the neighborhood 
that he remembered had 
occurred 10 years ago 
when someone was smok-
ing in bed. He said given 
the amount of flames and 
the location where the fire 
started in the building, he 
was not surprised that it 
was designated as suspi-
cious.

“For the building to go 
up in that manner, it doesn’t 
make sense,” Penfold said.

Pesach Osina (l.) votes and Donovan Richards hugs city Comptroller John Liu at his victory party Feb. 20. A week later, Richards was de-
clared the winner in the southeast Queens special election. Photos courtesy Osina (l.) and by Christina Santucci

Richards wins in SE Queens
Sanders’ Council aide prevails over Osina after paper ballot count

Cops fi nd bound man
in fatal Rich Hill fi re

www.timesledger.com
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SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

GET 
$100 
OFF

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

American Medical Career
Training Center

150–28 Hillside Ave., Jamaica

Universal Medical Career
Training Center

176–01 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

NURSING ASSISTANT NURSING ASSISTANT

PATIENT CARE TECH PATIENT CARE TECH

PHYSICAL THERAPY AIDE MEDICAL BILLING

MEDICAL LAB TECH EKG TECH/ PHLEBOTOMY TECH

MEDICAL ASSISTANT MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Job
On 

e
nt

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562 718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }
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866.375.2817    lease@bushterminal.com   882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT
Bryce Rea Real Estate on 
Northern Boulevard, said 
the store’s closing came to 
him as a shock.

“I was terribly disap-
pointed about Ceriello’s 
closing,” O’Connell said. 
“You just hate to see upscale 
things leave town.”

O’Connell also men-
tioned that the nearby Fair-
way supermarket in Doug-
laston may have contributed 
to the store’s demise.

TimesLedger News-
papers cartoonist Tip Sem-
pliner is a Northern Bou-
levard regular in the Little 
Neck business district and 
said he could not help but 
notice how the economic 
landscape of his town has 
changed over the years. In 
a passing conversation, he 

rattled off as many as 10 
local establishments that 
closed up shop over the last 
decade, including Douglas-
ton’s former Strawberry’s 
Sports Grill, which closed 
last year.

“It changes the quality 
of life,” Sempliner said. “It 
seems we’ve got no protec-
tion here.”

Sempliner said he 
could not accept the often-
heard alternative of doing 
his shopping over in Bay-
side because the area did not 
match the character of Little 
Neck or Douglaston — or of-
fer similar parking.

But as for Strawberry’s, 
a glimpse into the future ap-
peared on the grill’s front 
window, where a sign read 
that Smoking Aces Bistro 
will soon move into the 
235th Street spot near the 
Douglaston train station.

nized,” said Andrew Jack-
son, executive director of 
the Langston Hughes Com-
munity Library & Cultural 
Center in Corona.

The Langston Hughes 
Library, at 100-02 Northern 
Blvd., received landmark 
status for being the first 
public institution to be 
named after Hughes, the 
premier poet of the Harlem 
Renaissance. It celebrated 

its new designation at the 
annual ceremony to give 
out the African American 
Heritage Month Awards.

“I feel really proud and 
honored to be here today,” 
said Tom Galante, chief 
executive officer of the 
Queens Library system.

The Literary Land-
marks Association is an 
arm of United for Librar-
ies, an advocacy group for 
libraries across the na-
tion. In the past, the asso-
ciation has recognized New 
York literary sites such as 

Washington Irving’s home 
and the Algonquin Round 
Table, where many witty 
writers and actors of the 
early 20th century met for 
luncheon and jokes.

“It makes people more 
aware of the literary heri-
tage that’s in their own 
backyard,” said Rocco Stai-
no, who spoke at the cer-
emony on behalf of United 
for Libraries.

Staino said the com-
munity advocated for the 
library to receive its land-
mark status. The decision 

to name the library after 
Hughes in the wake of the 
poet’s death helped contin-
ue the poet’s legacy.

In addition, the library 
maintains the largest cir-
culating collection of black 
heritage books and items in 
the state of New York. Af-
rican-inspired sculptures 
and paintings of black writ-
ers, not only Hughes but 
also James Baldwin and 
Zora Neale Hurston, deco-
rate the walls, Staino said. 

“Just walk around the 
library and black heritage 

pops out at you,” Staino 
said.

State Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) 
praised the decision to land-
mark the library, which he 
said he has watched and 
help financially support 
through his decades in of-
fice.

“I think it’s more than 
appropriate. This library 
has blazed new trails,” Au-
bry said. “It’s an institu-
tion that is a model nation-
wide.”

Aubry, who is black, 

said Hughes’ writing exem-
plified the emotions of those 
in the black community 
from the 1940s to the ’70s, 
translating the black expe-
rience to the entire world in 
a way that was never done 
in literature before.

“While we might ap-
preciate Emily Brontë, we 
felt Langston Hughes,” Au-
bry said.

down that road.”
Wendell would also like 

to see signs put up on the 
boulevard, alerting pedes-
trians and drivers to the po-
tential dangers, as was done 
on Queens Boulevard, called 
the Boulevard of Death by 
some.

The campaign reported 
Queens Boulevard had no 
fatalities in 2011, with a total 
of four deaths from 2009-11, 
placing it in a three-way tie 
for third place with Union 
Turnpike, Northern and 
Lefferts boulevards. Jamai-
ca Avenue came in second 
with a total of five deaths 
from 2009-11.

The report said 125 
pedestrians were killed on 

Queens roads in the three 
years from 2009 through 
2011. One type of road stands 
out as particularly danger-
ous for pedestrians, accord-
ing to the report issued by 
the campaign.

“The analysis found 
that arterial roads — roads 
with two or more lanes in 
each direction that are de-
signed to accommodate 
vehicle speeds of 40 mph or 
higher — are the most deadly 
for pedestrians, with almost 
60 percent of pedestrian 
deaths in Connecticut, New 
Jersey and downstate New 
York occurring on this type 
of road,” said Renata Silber-
blatt, report author and staff 
analyst with the campaign. 

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Landmark

Little Neck

Dangerous roads
Continued from Page 1

www.timesledger.com
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP AND  
CLAMS TOO

EXP 3/18/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$22+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
3/18/13

3 $33F
O
R2 $22F

O
R

5 $50F
O
R4 $44F

O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

centrally located O’Hare 
International Airport in 
Chicago.

According to a recent 
report commissioned by the 
Port Authority and the New 
York City Economic Devel-
opment Corp., between 2000 
and 2010 air-cargo tonnage 
at JFK dropped 25 percent, 
and the airport slid down to 
seventh nationwide.

“The air cargo indus-
try alone accounts for tens 

of thousands of jobs and 
generates billions of dollars 
in economic activity,” EDC 
President Seth Pinsky said. 
“We know, however, there 
is still room for improve-
ment. The results of this 
study will allow us to build 
on our strengths, thereby 
ensuring that we continue 
to remain competitive in 
this important industry 
well into the 21st century.”

According to the EDC, 
Kennedy is the second-larg-
est employer in Queens, 
with more than 20 percent 
of its 69,000 employees 

working directly in air-car-
go-related jobs.

Throughout the re-
gion, the air-cargo indus-
try supports $8.6 billion in 
sales and nearly $3 billion 
in wages, and the 450-plus-
page study lays out a num-
ber of recommendations to 
reassert JFK’s position in 
the industry.

Central to the airport’s 
competitive advantage, the 
report said, is a sophisti-
cated network of freight-
related businesses on the 
outskirts of the airport in 
Springfield Gardens.

Continued from Page 1

JFK
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 


