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DOUBLE LUCKY CHARMS

Closed Key Food gets new grocer
Good Fortune Supermarket set to take place of shuttered store on Parsons Blvd.

BY JOE ANUTA

A grocer called Good Fortune 
Supermarket is set to replace the 
former Parsons Boulevard Key 
Food on the border of Flushing 
and Whitestone.

Good Fortune is a Maspeth-
based company that operates sev-
eral other stores in Queens and 
Brooklyn, according to its owner, 
Quanguo Yang.

“Our advantage is fresh pro-
duce and live seafood,” he said. 
“But, of course, we are going to 
keep basic groceries.”

Yang described Good For-
tune as a typical Asian grocery 
store, although he said the busi-
ness will also carry some staples 
that shoppers would have found at 
the old Key Food.

The grocer and the owners 
of the shopping center, Lana Ter-
race Inc., signed a lease about 
three months ago, according to 
Yang. They then filed a permit 
Feb. 12 with the city Department 
of Buildings to renovate the in-
side of the space, in the shopping 
center at 25-03 Parsons Blvd., and 
Yang expects he will be open for 
business in three months.

Residents have been without 
a supermarket for nearly a year, 
since the Key Food that previ-
ously occupied the spot closed its 
doors in June.

The owners of that Key Food, 
Continued on Page 53

NYPD arrests
man following
Bell Blvd. stab

BY JOE ANUTA

A 23-year-old man said he 
was stabbed after a late-night 
argument outside of Brian 
Dempsey’s American Ale House 
in Bayside last week.

The incident occurred 
around 4 a.m., when police re-
ceived a call of an altercation 
near the corner of 40th Avenue 
and arrived to find the man ly-
ing on the ground, bleeding.

“He got me in the neck,” the 
23-year-old told TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “I was bleeding 

Continued on Page 53
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Twins Johnny (l.) and Jeremy Costello, both 5, show off their pots of shamrocks at St. Mel’s 38th annual Irish Cultural 
Day in Whitestone. See St. Patrick’s Day coverage on Pages 37, 38, 40. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY PHIL CORSO

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) re-
ceived word from the city Depart-
ment of Education that groups 
previously told to stay out of pub-
lic schools when holding their 
meetings were actually allowed 
to do so.

Groups such as northeast 
Queens co-op and condominium 
organizations voiced outrage 
late last year after the DOE told 
them they could no longer meet 
in schools unless they changed to 
become nonprofits.

Weprin unlocks 
DOE groups ban

SpecialSpecial
sectionsection
Pages 29-36Pages 29-36

Bayside legend Fried 
fought the good fi ght
Page 5 T he trend of long-married couples 

calling it quits has been growing. 

However, there are some steps cou-

ples can take to keep their relationships go-

ing strong.According to the AARP div

people over the age1990 A

See story on Page 2
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BY PHIL CORSO

Despite a recent uproar 
over the validity of civic-
minded groups such as co-
op and condominium orga-
nizations being allowed to 
meet in public schools, the 
city Department of Educa-
tion assured them that the 
doors would remain open.

In a letter addressed 
to City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens),  DOE Public Affairs 
Director James Dandeneau 
cleared the air after some 
groups said they were told 
to stay out of local schools 
for meetings.

Bob Friedrich, the 
Presidents Co-op and Con-
do Council co-president 
and Glen Oaks Village 
president, said in Novem-
ber that his co-op group 
could no longer meet at a lo-
cal school unless it reclas-
sified itself as nonprofit or 
conferred with the DOE as 
to why it was meeting and 
whether or not it served a 
public purpose.

It was the first time he 
had ever received such a 
notice, Friedrich said, after 
several occasions when he 
hosted community meet-
ings in area public schools.

“The fact that the DOE 
has not defined what is or 
isn’t a public purpose and 
will leave that decision 
to a cabal of DOE lawyer-
crats out of the public eye is 
troubling,” Friedrich said 
late last year. “The school 

chancellor and Bloomberg 
administration have here-
tofore successfully kept 
this ruling under the radar, 
which says a lot about the 
lack of transparency in the 
rule-making process.”

In response, he joined 
with Weprin to open up a 
dialogue with the city to fig-
ure out what had spurred 
the sudden shift in policy. 
Both groups sent letters to 
the DOE demanding an ex-
planation.

The city rebutted, add-
ing that permits for public 
meetings were evaluated 
on a case-by-case basis in 
accordance with DOE regu-
lations.

But now, the DOE has 
backtracked on the issue 
and reassured community 
groups that their access to 
public schools for meetings 

would not be in jeopardy.
Dandeneau said in his 

letter that the DOE issues 
Chancellor’s Regulation 
D-180 permits to groups 
holding social, civic or rec-
reational meetings related 
to the “welfare of the com-
munity,” which includes 
co-ops, condos and tenant 
organizations.

“Therefore, homeown-
ers’ cooperatives, such as 
the one referenced in your 
letter, will be allowed to 
seek permits to use school 
space for meetings,” Dande-
neau said.

Weprin said the con-
fusion stemmed from 
the city’s attempt to clas-
sify groups such as co-op 
groups. In a statement, the 
councilman said the city 
Division of School Support 
and Instruction ruled that 

for-profit companies would 
be barred from using public 
schools unless they become 
nonprofits.

“There are many com-
munity groups that do not 
fit the for-profit profile but 
are not registered as non-
profits either,” Weprin said 
in a statement.

Since some commu-
nity groups such as co-ops 
fell into a gray area with 
the city, Weprin said regu-
lations needed to be revised 
with more specific lan-
guage.

“There would be no 
reason for the DOE to ex-
clude co-ops or condos from 
meeting public schools after 
hours, as they have done for 
many years,” Weprin said. 
“I thank the agency for its 
rational response.”

BY JOE ANUTA

The Flushing com-
munity has grown more 
impatient over the years as 
the site where the city ap-
proved an $850 mixed-used 
project continues to func-
tion as a parking lot.

Flushing Commons, 
a mega project slated for 
Municipal Lot 1 down-
town, was first approved 
in 2010. Not only has no vis-
ible work been done on the 
site, but any progress on 
funding or contracts made 
by the developers or the 
city has been done behind 
closed doors.

Community Board 7 
Chairman Gene Kelty said 
he has received no recent 
updates from the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
which is overseeing the 
project.

“I’m a little displeased 
that they haven’t told us 
what’s going on,” he said. “I 

have no idea what to expect 

over there. Did they get 
their funding? Are they go-
ing to flip the property?”

But the city may soon 
shed some light onto what 
is going on.

Several members of the 
Flushing community have 
been told that an announce-
ment for the stagnant proj-
ect is coming in the near 
future, and the hints have 
come from both the city 
and the project developers 
themselves, TimesLedger 
Newspapers has learned.

What exactly the EDC 
has planned is not clear, 
but any news about the 
long-stalled, five-acre proj-
ect would be welcomed by 
residents and civic leaders.

In late December, for 
example, Kelty approached 
one of the developers of 
the project, Michael Meyer 
of TDC Development, a 
Queens-based company 

working with EDC. Meyer 

Community leaders, such as Glen Oaks Village President Bob Friedrich, are not prohibited from host-
ing civic meetings in public schools despite confusion over city regulations late last year.

Weprin unlocks groups ban
DOE opens public schools’ doors for city co-op organizations 

Flushing awaits word 
on Commons project

The Flushing community has been looking for answers about 
when, or if, the proposed Flushing Commons project will break 
ground. Image courtesy CB 7
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Flushing House

OPEN HOUSE

Journey along a path that offers CHOICES, SAFETY, PURPOSE, 
SOCIALIZATION, CONVENIENCE & FREEDOM

Refreshments will be served

Call (888) 987-6205 or (718) 762-3198

38-20 BOWNE ST.  FLUSHING NY 11354
www.fl ushinghouse.com  Find us on

Independent Senior Residence

SATURDAY,
MARCH 16, 2013

2PM–4PM

w/coupon, exp. 3-31-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-31-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-31-13

w/coupon, exp. 3-31-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
with Metal Frames

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

GET  
$100  
OFF

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

Teens tackle tough issues at St. John’s youth conference
Workshops address questions about HIV/AIDS, drugs and sex education at daylong Dream Out Loud forum 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Scott Fried did not have the 
room’s undivided attention as he 
told a group of teenagers his story 
about going to a near-stranger’s 
home in Manhattan 25 years ago 
for a hook-up.

A low din overtook the audi-
torium at St. John’s University as 
Fried described realizing he did 
not bring a condom with him that 
night but telling himself it would 
just be this one time.

But then he said something 
that brought silence to the room.

“I have HIV,” he said. “I got 
infected that night.”

Fried was a speaker at the 
Dream Out Loud youth confer-
ence held at the school, at 80-00 
Utopia Pkwy., Friday. The per-
sonal and frank speech addressed 
one of several topics — including 
drug use, body issues and com-
prehensive sex education — the 
teens would encounter and ex-
plore through several workshops 

that day.
The conference was orga-

nized by Windows of Opportu-
nity, based in College Point, and 
drew in students from across the 
city to tackle tough social issues 
teens frequently face and em-
power them to make healthy deci-
sions.

About 150 students from 
Richmond Hill High School, John 
Adams HS and other schools at-
tended the conference Friday, the 
first time it had been held at St. 
John’s.

Fried, a motivational speak-
er who has spoken across the 
globe about comprehensive sex 
education and his experience liv-
ing with HIV, echoed many con-
ference organizers when he said 
the program was needed because 
little time was spent educating 
kids about such issues at school.

“For me it’s a responsibil-
ity,” Fried said. “Somebody has to 
fight for their rights.”

Hal Eisenberg, executive 

director of Windows of Opportu-
nity, said too often students feel 
they cannot turn to others with 
their problems, and until that 
changes the issues they face will 
persist.

“There needs to be a shift in 

education; the system needs to 
change,” he said.

Kemoy Briscoe, director of 
St. John’s’ Liberty Partnerships 
Program, which provides servic-
es for students at risk of dropping 
out of school, was one of those ea-

ger to have the conference come 
to her school.

She said she worked with 
Eisenberg over the summer at a 
workshop for middle-school stu-
dents that covered topics similar 
to those addressed at Dream Out 
Loud, as well as academic issues 
that are the Liberty Partnerships 
Program’s focus. She said the ex-
perience made her determined to 
team up with Eisenberg to bring 
the conference to St. John’s.

“The kids have a lot of issues 
they’re dealing with,” she said, 
saying many of the students she 
works with are from families that 
have just immigrated to the coun-
try or where few if any members 
have gone on to college.

Some students at the confer-
ence said it was helpful as an out-
let for expressing their thoughts 
and feelings.

“They actually listened to 
me,” said 14-year-old John Adams 
High School student Asya’ Pitts, 
sounding amazed.

Asaya’ Pitts, a 14-year-old John Adams High School student, was one of 150 teens 
to attend the Dream Out Loud conference. Photo by Karen Frantz
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BT Borough weighs impact of sequester cuts
Uncertainty looms as federally funded Queens organizations brace for revenue stream reductions
BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

  
The impact that bil-

lions of dollars in federal 
spending cuts will have on 
Queens was not immedi-
ately clear since it is widely 
expected that Congress 
will revise the deep auto-
matic cuts over the next few 
years.

A general consensus 
among government and in-
stitutional leaders serving 
the borough seemed to be 
that city and state budgets 
— at least in the short term 
— would be spared signifi-
cant reductions while those 
who rely on federal services 
— such as seniors and peo-
ple on food stamps — will 
start to feel the pinch.

On Friday, Washing-
ton triggered $85 billion in 
across-the-board cuts for 
the remainder of the fed-
eral fiscal year, which ends 
Sept. 30. If left unaltered, 
the so-called sequester is 
designed to trim $1.2 tril-

lion from the federal deficit 
over nine years.

The mayor’s office es-
timates that over the first 
three or four years of se-
questration, the city could 
experience a hit of approxi-
mately $800 million in re-
imbursements from Wash-
ington.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has proposed a 
$70.1 billion budget for fis-
cal year 2014.

Many of the govern-
ment services Queens re-
lies on, such as schools and 
police, receive the lion’s 
share of their funding from 
City Hall and Albany, and 
thus federal cuts would not 
have a significant impact.

“We’re not at the point 
where we’re going to say 
there’s going to be less 
people on the street or less 
books in schools or less 
hours for libraries,” may-
oral spokeswoman Lauren 
Passelacqua said. “We’re 
going to keep paying for 

school lunches. The city 
will have to figure out a 
way to pay for essential ser-
vices.”

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), who 
is the head of the Council’s 

Public Safety Committee, 
said the NYPD does not use 
federal funding and that he 
expected the next admin-
istration to be responsible 
in cutting city spending in 
ways that would not affect 

the city’s ability to deal 
with fighting crime or the 
war on terror.

“Sequestration should 
not be the doomsday sce-
nario that Washington 
is saying,” Vallone said. 

“These are very minor 
cuts.”

Likewise, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said signifi-
cant reductions as a result 
of sequestration would not 
come through Albany.

“The state budget, not 
so much,” Cuomo  said at a 
news conference Monday. 
“The people it could, and 
I think that’s where the 
damage will be done and 
the harm will be felt. Not 
so much on the government 
budget.”

As the law is written 
now, the sequester will last 
nine years, although it is 
widely expected the cuts 
will be modified in some 
form within the first few 
years.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis), co-
chairman of the Senate 
Bipartisan Task Force on 
Hurricane Sandy, said the 
sequester could have a sig-
nificant impact on storm 

President Barack Obama talks about sequestration during a February news conference in Washington. 
Leaders in Queens are still working to comprehend the effect the federal cuts will have on the bor-
ough. AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

BY JOE ANUTA AND STEVE 
MOSCO

A c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d 
spending cuts born out of 
sequestration could have 
an impact on the public 
health of Queens and the 
state at large, according to 
officials.

The $85 billion in cuts 
to federal spending took ef-
fect last week and are the 
result of an agreement to 
resolve the debt ceiling cri-
sis in August 2011. Now as 
the cuts come to fruition, 
officials are bracing for the 
worst.

According to U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria), New York will 
lose more than $1 million 
to help upgrade its ability 

to respond to public health 
threats, including infec-
tious diseases and natural 
disasters. The congress-
woman said the state will 
lose more than $5 million 
in grants to help prevent 
and treat substance abuse, 
while the state Department 
of Public Health will lose 
more than $2 million.

A spokesman for Malo-
ney said one of the services 
that could see its budget 
slashed is the Woman, In-
fants and Children food 
program, a low-income nu-
trition program that offers 
food vouchers and health 
care resources to under-
privileged new mothers 
and young children.

The spending cuts 
could force WIC to turn 

away close to 775,000 wom-
en and children who are 
currently eligible for the 
program. WIC programs in 
Queens, including locations 
in Woodside and Jamaica, 
chose not to comment on 
the potential impact the 
spending cuts could have 
on their ability to serve ap-
plicants.

The spokesman said 
Medicare cuts would be 
capped at 2 percent, while 
Medicaid and Social Secu-
rity are exempted from se-
questration cuts.

Other potential fund-
ing losses related to the 
sequestration, according to 
Maloney, include the 9/11 
Health & Victim Compen-
sation Fund, which could 

Public health programs may lose 
some outlays from Washington

Near-term Sandy recovery 
should remain untouched
BY KAREN FRANTZ

A u t o m a t i c 
spending cuts by the 
federal government 
that took effect Fri-
day will probably not 
be felt immediately 
by Queens residents 
trying to rebuild af-
ter Hurricane Sandy, 
but may result in less 
money for long-term 
city projects if an 
impasse in Congress 
is not overcome, two 
state senators who serve on 
a Sandy recovery task force 
said Wednesday.

Members of the state 
Senate Bipartisan Task 
Force on Hurricane Sandy 
met this week and dis-
cussed the potential effects 

of the cuts, known as se-
questration, said Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach).

Addabbo, who serves 
on the task force, said the 
group came to the general 
consensus that the impact 
on recovery efforts will not 

be apparent right 
away.

“We don’t be-
lieve it has any im-
mediate detrimental 
effect,” he said.

He said many 
of the cuts would be 
to federal programs 
that would go into 
effect gradually over 

several years. He also 
said the task force 
believes the com-
munity development 
block grants, passed 

by Congress in a $60 billion 
Sandy aid package in Janu-
ary, would not be affected 
by sequestration.

About $16 billion in 
community development 
block grants was approved 

The 9/11 Health and Compensation Act will 
face cuts along with other public health pro-
grams following the sequestration. 

AP Photo/Stand Honda

Continued on Page 54
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BTFlake nod causes
stir in beep race 

BY JOE ANUTA

An opponent of former 
City Councilwoman Me-
linda Katz is disputing her 
endorsement by the Rev. 
Floyd Flake in the race for 
the borough president seat.

Katz announced the 
endorsement Monday, and 
her campaign published a 
statement by Flake, who 
heads the Greater Allen 
AME Cathedral of New 
York.

“I proudly endorse Me-
linda Katz as the next bor-
ough president of Queens,” 
Flake said in the statement. 
“Our borough is at a pivotal 
juncture right now and Me-
linda is the kind of steady, 
experienced hand that we 
need.”

Katz is running in 
a Democratic field that 
includes state Sen. Tony 

Avella (D-
B a y s i d e ) , 
C o u n c i l -
man Leroy 

Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria. A new contender 
also registered several 
days ago.

But after news broke of 
the endorsement, Comrie’s 
campaign said that Flake 
did not actually give Katz 
the nod.

“He did not endorse 
Melinda Katz,” said Jerry 
Williams, campaign man-
ager for Comrie.

Williams contends 
that while Flake did talk 
about Katz during a service 
at the church while Katz 

was in the congregation, 
his words did not actually 
amount to an endorsement.

Flake, who was out of 
town on the West Coast as 
of press time Wednesday, 
could not be reached to 
clear up the confusion.

But George Arzt, 
spokesman for the Katz 
campaign, said she was 
grateful for the endorse-
ment, and contended that 
Comrie’s objection was not 
based on fact. 

“Melinda was at Allen 
AME. The reverend agreed 
to a statement. He gave us 
the statement,” Arzt said. 
“Leroy should be more re-
alistic. It’s not doing him 
much good to continue to 
debate this subject.” 

Flake, a former con-
gressman, has a congrega-
tion of more than 20,000 at 
his church. The minister’s 
blessing is sought by many 
who run for political office 
and can be a potent force 
in Queens elections, ac-
cording to sources familiar 
with borough politics.

Comrie is also a no-
table figure in southeast 
Queens politics, yet did 
not receive the nod from 
the powerful Flake, which 
might not be sitting well 
with his campaign, accord-
ing to sources.

Katz was also endorsed 
by the late Mayor Ed Koch, 
Emily’s List and the Wom-
en’s Campaign Fund.

 Director of Queens 
Community Boards Barry 
Grodenchik also received 
the first union endorse-

BY PHIL CORSO

For Bayside native 
Austin Shafran, hands-on 
governmental experience 
has been the driving factor 
in his decision to run for 
City Council.

After serving various 
roles in the offices of former 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman, 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Shafran said he was ready 
to launch himself into 
public office with what he 
called a middle class-first 
agenda.

Shafran added his 
name to a crowded list of 
Democratic candidates 
looking to unseat Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) in November and 
quit his job in the Cuomo 
administration in January 
to campaign full-time for 
the spot.

His name will be on the 
ballot for the first time in a 
September 
p r i m a r y 
against sev-
eral other 
Democrats who have be-
gun campaigning for the 

seat, including Democratic 
state committeeman Mat-
thew Silverstein, former 
Assemblyman John Duane, 
attorney Paul Vallone and 
Flushing activist and ur-
ban planning consultant 
Paul Graziano.

“This district needs 

a strong advocate with 
the right experience to de-
liver the right resources,” 
Shafran said of the re-
drawn 19th Council Dis-
trict, which includes Little 
Neck, Bayside, Douglaston, 
North Flushing, Whites-
tone, Auburndale and Col-

lege Point. “It’s a full-time 
calling and not a part-time 
profession. My experience 
on all levels of government 
shows I have a clear record 
of results.”

Throughout his career, 
Shafran said he worked to 

Austin Shafran is campaigning full-time for the City Council seat currently held by Dan Halloran. 
Photo by Phil Corso

Ben Fried’s legacy refl ected on Bell 
BY PHIL CORSO

When asked how they would re-
member the late Ben Fried, several of 
Bayside’s loudest and most influential 
voices used some hefty words: legend-
ary, iconic, outspoken, curmudgeon.

Fried, 98, died over the weekend 
and left behind a long legacy on Bell 
Boulevard as an activist, volunteer, 
and businessman in Bayside. And 
though he may be gone, his son Jack 
Fried said there are now younger gen-
erations of “Ben Fried clones” living 
up to the big guy’s mission to fight for 
what they believe in.

Even Jack himself went on to 
become an active member of his com-
munity, serving as a member of Com-
munity Board 11 and currently as 
president of the 111th Precinct’s Com-
munity Council.

“There are too many people 
who sit back when there is a problem 

and don’t say anything because they 
think they can’t fight City Hall,” Jack 
Fried said. “My father used to always 
say, ‘You can always fight City Hall as 
long as you have the numbers.”

Ben Fried had two children, Jack 
and Eileen. His wife Beatrice died 
three years ago.

Jack Fried said he grew up watch-
ing his father run a flourishing busi-
ness in Bayside, Benn’s Hardware, 

where neighbors would often drop in 
to voice their grievances with Ben be-
cause they knew he was not afraid to 
speak up. Benn’s Hardware remained 
a staple on Bell Boulevard for nearly 
70 years, but closed up shop in 2001 so 
the Flushing native could retire, his 
son said.

Past and present community 
leaders of Bayside described Ben 
Fried as an avid activist for the is-
sues closest to him. Throughout his 
lifetime, he put his name on different 
controversial issues such as the fight 
to keep FDNY Engine Co. 306 open in 
Bayside in the 1970s.

Former state Sen. Frank Padavan 
said he remembered the late Fried as 
an “iconic” guy who would always put 
his neighborhood’s interests first.

“He was very sincere and very 
community-minded,” Padavan said. 
“He loved the community and was 

The late local Bayside celebrity Ben Fried 
(l.) with his son Jack Fried, who serves as 
president of the 111th Precinct Community 
Council. Photo courtesy Amy Schombs

Shafran launches Council bid
Baysider wants to bring more resources to northeast Queens

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

LEROY COMRIE MELINDA KATZ
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Chinese family to claim body found in Flushing Bay
BY JOE ANUTA

 
The family of a 

46-year-old tourist who 
was discovered floating in 
Flushing Bay last week is 
trying to secure visas to 
come to America and claim 
the body, a lawmaker who 
is helping with the process 
said.

The body of Junwoon 
Li, a Korean national of 
Chinese descent, was dis-
covered floating in the bay 
Feb, 26 after she had been 
missing for four days, ac-
cording to the office of 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Bayside). Li was last seen 
Feb. 22 by her friends leav-
ing a karaoke bar in Flush-
ing at 11 p.m., according to 
Meng’s office, although no 
criminality was suspected 
by police.

After her initial disap-
pearance, Li’s friends had 
approached community 
leaders and elected officials 
seeking help in locating 
her. Li had left the karaoke 

bar without her coat, wal-
let, phone and passport and 
did not speak English, ac-
cording to a report in The 
New York Times.

Michael Chu, a Flush-

ing activist, said he called 
in reporters from various 
Chinese-language media 
outlets to send out the mes-
sage. But just hours later he 
was informed that a body 

had been found, he said.
Li’s friends had also 

reached out to the office of 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), who 
referred the problem to 

Meng’s office, since Li was 
a foreign national, making 
it a federal issue. 

After the body was 
identified as Li, the con-
gresswoman subsequently 
contacted the U.S. embassy 
in Beijing in order to ex-
pedite emergency visas 
for two family members to 
come claim the body.

“This terrible loss of 
life is a horrible tragedy,” 
said Meng. “We send our 
thoughts and prayers to the 
victim’s family and friends, 
and we’ll do all we can to 
assist them.”

Li arrived in the coun-
try Feb. 5 and had planned 
to visit New York for three 
months. She has a 44-year-
old brother and 24-year-old 
son who live in Beijing.

Meng’s office succeed-
ed in obtaining a visa for 
Li’s brother, but as of press 
time Wednesday was still 
working on documentation 
of the woman’s son.

This is the second 
time since November that 

a member of Congress has 
had to expedite a visa for 
the family of a slain tour-
ist.

Former Rep. Gary Ack-
erman performed the same 
service in November, after 
a 37-year-old Chinese tour-
ist named Haiyan Yang was 
brutally beaten and robbed 
in late October. A man 
named Brian Rodriguez 
was arrested and charged 
with the crime, according 
to the Queens district at-
torney.

Chu, who initially 
spoke with Li’s friends last 
week, said officers at the 
109th Precinct had turned 
them away when they tried 
to make a missing person 
report. He said he is consid-
ering a protest.

 The NYPD said its In-
ternal Affairs Bureau was 
looking into the incident.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Authorities tape off the location where a Korean tourist who had been reported missing was found 
dead. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BLOTTER

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter
Cops on the hunt for three scammers

FLUSHING — Police were looking for three scam art-
ists wanted for stealing items from the cars of unsuspect-
ing motorists.

Police said one of the suspects distracts the victim by 
telling them they have a flat tire, and when the motorists 
goes to inspect the car, another suspect pilfers property 
from inside.

Police said the gang of three has struck nine times 
and released surveillance footage showing two of them 
from Feb. 28 on Northern Boulevard.

Driver dies when car hits highway guardrail
WILLETS POINT — A 26-year-old 

Elmhurst man was killed last week when 
his car smacked into a guardrail on the 
Whitestone Expressway.

Gregory Guerrero-Martinez was driv-

ing his 2004 Lincoln just before 2 a.m. Feb. 
28 when he hit the barrier, police said.

No one else was injured, but Guerre-
ro-Martinez was pronounced dead at the 
scene, police said.

A surveillance image shows 
one of three suspects wanted 
in connection with a spree of 
thefts around Flushing. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Man gets 50 years for murder, arson: Brown

SPRINGFIELD GAR-
DENS — The ex-boyfriend 
who strangled a pregnant 
mother and tried to cover up 
his crime by lighting a fire 
that caused the death of her 
2-year-old son was sentenced 
to 50 years to life in prison 
Wednesday, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Jimmy Humphrey, 26, 
was convicted in January on four counts of murder, two counts of arson, reckless endan-
germent and tampering with evidence for strangling Linda Anderson in her apartment 
in 2010, the DA said.

Humphrey then set fire to the apartment, where Anderson’s young son was sleeping. 
The toddler died as a result of smoke inhalation, the DA said.

Queens Supreme Court Justice Gregory Lasak sentenced Humphrey to 50 years to 
life in prison after he was convicted following a four-week trial, the DA said.

Jimmy Humphrey was sentenced to 50 years to life in prison for 
the murders of Ayden Hayes (l.) and his mother, Linda Anderson. 

Photos courtesy Rondel Hayes

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Junior high student, 13, missing on way to class

POMONOK — Police 
were asking for the public’s 
help locating a 13-year-old 
girl who went missing last 
week.

Kiara Brockington 
was last seen walking to 
Robert F. Kennedy Junior 
High School around 7:15 
a.m. Feb. 28 wearing blue 
pants, a green North Face 
jacket and purple Air Jor-
dan sneakers, police said.

She is 5 feet tall, 

weights 150 pounds and has 
brown eyes.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public can also 
submit their tips by logging 
on to Crime Stoppers’ web-
site at nypdcrimestoppers.
com or by texting their tips 
to CRIMES (274637), then 
enter TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

Police are looking for Kiara 
Brockington, who was last seen 
walking to Robert F. Kennedy 
Junior high last week. 
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BY JOE ANUTA

The father convicted 
of killing his 2-month-old 
daughter in 2007 by shak-
ing her and fracturing her 
skull inside a Flushing 
apartment was sentenced 
to a maximum of 15 years in 
prison Monday, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Hang Bin Li, 28, was 
acquitted on murder char-
gers, but was found guilty 
of manslaughter and en-
dangering the welfare of a 
child last month. This week 
Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Buchter 
imposed the maximum 
sentence of five to 15 years 
on Li. After five years, Li 
can apply for parole, but if 
his requests are denied he 
could serve the maximum 
time, according to the DA’s 
office.

“The sentence im-
posed today is a measure of 
justice for the defendant’s 
10-week-old daughter who 
was senselessly killed by 
the person who was sup-
posed to protect and nur-
ture her: her very own 
father,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said in a 
statement. “Instead, she 
suffered a violent attack 
and death at his hands. It 
can’t be stated too often 
that infants are fragile and 
must be handled with care. 
Never shake a child.”

At around midnight 
Oct. 23, 2007, 10-week-old 
Annie Li was admitted to 
Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center without a heartbeat 

or a pulse. Doctors found 
that the baby suffered from 
a fractured skull, a massive 
brain injury and broken 
legs.

It was later discovered 
that Annie had a genetic 
mutation that could cause a 
condition known as brittle 
bone disease.

At trial, Li’s defense 
lawyer, Ashley Cedric, 
argued that Li accidently 
bumped Annie’s head 
against a nightstand in a 
commotion after she ap-
peared ill, and that her 
brittle bones made what 
would normally be a mild 
injury into a massive head 
trauma. Cedric contended 
doctors could not rule out 
the syndrome in their diag-
nosis.

The prosecution called 
medical witnesses who tes-
tified that Annie did not 
have any physical signs of 
brittle bone disease and 
that her injuries were con-
sistent with infants who 
suffer from shaken baby 
syndrome.

Li had been incarcer-
ated since 2008 awaiting his 
trial and that time served 
will count toward his sen-
tence. Annie’s mother, 
Ying Li, had also been held 
in jail for years before man-
slaughter charges against 
her were finally dropped 
earlier this year. She was 
pregnant when she entered 
the jail and had a child 
while incarcerated.

Both Lis are Chinese 
citizens, and once Li serves 

BREAKING

BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 7 
named its price for approv-
ing the expansion of the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation’s facility in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Monday night.

The board’s Parks 
Committee voted to rec-
ommend approval of the 
Billie Jean King Tennis 
Center expansion on the 
condition that USTA fork 
over $15 million for capital 
improvements to Flushing 
Meadows and maintain a 
$300,000 annual mainte-
nance fund, although the 
conditions amount to more 
of a wishlist.

“This is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,” 
said CB 7 Vice Chairman 
Charles Apelian, who 
brought the motion to the 
floor.

The full board will 
subsequently vote to ap-
prove or disapprove. The 
borough president and the 
City Planning Commission 
will also get to weigh in 
on the proposal, but those 
votes are advisory and ulti-
mately the decision is made 
by the City Council.

Apelian’s theory high-
lighted different opinions 
about how the park should 
be managed.

Rather than oppose 
development altogether or 
ask for replacement park-
land for the 0.68 acres that 
needs to be absorbed into 
the USTA’s lease, the vice 
chairman said the six com-
munity boards that share 

the park should get the 
USTA to pay for upkeep.

There is currently a 
USTA fund that provides 
maintenance money for the 
park, the board learned to 
its great surprise Monday 
night. The interest on an 
$8 million trust account, 
created by the USTA in the 
1900s during its last expan-
sion, has been funding op-
erating costs at the skating 
rink and swimming pool 
within the greenspace, ac-
cording to the city Parks 
Department.

But the rest of the park 
is not well-cared for com-
pared to Prospect Park in 
Brooklyn and Central Park 
in Manhattan. Both those 
greenspaces get funding 
from private conservan-
cies.

Apelian suggested the 
USTA could, in essence, fill 
the fiscal role of those con-
servancies.

Activists have taken 
the opposite view, contend-
ing that parkland is sacred 
ground and communities 
should not have to trade 

any of it with developers in 
order to get basic upkeep. 
Park maintenance should 
be provided by the city, ac-
cording to Geoffrey Croft 
of New York City Park Ad-
vocates.

“It’s sickening that the 
community board is more 
interested in making deals 
with private developers 
than in holding the elected 
officials accountable for 
properly funding the park,” 
he said after attending 
Monday night’s meeting. 
“Unfortunately, this was 
expected, and in keeping 
with the ‘Let’s Make a Deal’ 
theme that permeates some 
boards.”

The CB 7 committee’s 
motion passed 8-3, although 
some members who wanted 
to vote against it were not 
present.

Committee Chair Kim 
Ohanian suggested that 
since the borough presi-
dent and the Council would 
likely vote in favor of the 
plan anyway, the board 
should at least make its 
wishes known. The motion 

also included a long list of 
requests and benefits for 
the surrounding communi-
ties.

This theory was 
pushed by Dan Zausner, 
managing director of the 
National Tennis Center. 
At a CB 3 meeting the next 
night, he said he encour-
aged boards to vote yes 
with conditions so the as-
sociation could gauge the 
community’s desires and 
figure out what benefits to 
include, although a final 
decision might not come 
until just prior to the Coun-
cil vote, according to Parks. 
The CB 3 committee recom-
mended its full board vote 
no.

“Our goal is to con-
tinue to be good stewards of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. To that end, we are 
actively engaged with all 
community stakeholders,” 
Zausner said in a state-
ment..

The matter will go be-
fore the full boards next 
week, with CBs 3, 4, 7 and 8 
holding meetings.

Members of Community Board 7 sit at a table and hash out benefits they would like to see, should an 
expansion proposal by the United States Tennis Association come to fruition. Photo by Joe Anuta

Hang Bin Li (r.) sits at his trial with his translator before a jury 
found him guilty of manslaughter and a judge handed down the 
maximum sentence.

Dad gets max sentence
for shaken baby death

CB 7 vote may hinge on cash
Committee eyes $15 million park fund in exchange for USTA expansion ok

Continued on Page 54

said an announcement 
was coming in the next few 
weeks, according to Kelty, 
though no news followed.

Chatter has also been 
leaking out of City Hall, ac-
cording to sources who did 
not want to be identified.

Both sides of the proj-

ect have been telling the 
community to prepare, 
which marks a different ap-
proach compared to the last 
two years.

TDC and another com-
pany, Rockefeller Develop-
ment Group, did not have 
the funds to break ground 
in 2010. The special permit 
that allows the companies 
to build on the property 
will expire in 2014 unless 
they take action.

Nearly a year ago, 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
reported that Meyer and a 
representative from Rock-
efeller had been on a fund-
raising trip to Asia, ac-
cording to e-mails obtained 
through the Freedom of 
Information Law.

Meyer had attended 
meetings in Beijing and 
Hong Kong last March, 
and told EDC in what was 
called a biweekly Flushing 

Commons update, that he 
was optimistic about what 
transpired. 

On another parcel of 
the parking lot, Macedonia 
AME Church has already 
started building a 14-story 
affordable housing com-
plex.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Commons
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Buckley Country Day School

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Toddler through Eighth Grade

I N S P I R I N G  I N N O V A T I O N

Admissions Open House 
Tuesday

March 12, 2013 
9:00 AM

 
Kindly RSVP 516.627.1910 ext. 2700

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

The Buckley curriculum incorporates 
enriched instruction in literacy,

mathematics, and science, supported by 
current educational research.

Third Queens World Film Festival opens in Astoria
Museum of the Moving Image screens series of shorts and honors work of actress Karen Black

BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

The Queens World 
Film Festival opened Tues-
day night on an enthusias-
tic note as the event kicked 
off the third year of its ex-
istence.

Patrons of the arts and 
cinema filed in to the Muse-
um of the Moving Image in 
Astoria to raise the curtain 
on the independent film fes-
tival, which draws entries 
from around the world. To 
open the ceremony festival 
directors Don and Katha 
Cato spoke as did City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Bramer has been a 
longtime promoter of the 
arts and culture and spoke 
highly of the Catos, since 
they make  a large contri-
bution to the Queens art 
scene.

As the festival is orga-
nized in thematic blocks, 

naturally the opening 
night had its own category: 
“What Lies Beneath.” A se-
ries of shorts was shown in 
two parts, each of them pos-
sessing their own elemen-
tal twist.

Each film was dis-
tinct. Take “Heads Up,” for 
instance, a tale of a card 
game gone wrong with a 
dash of Quentin Tarantino 
for flavor in contrast with 
Italian director Luca Gen-
nari’s “The Tits on an 18 
Year Old,” about an aging 
perverted cabbie, which 
was shot entirely on an iP-
hone.

We learned that prom 
is not always what it seems 
in “At the Formal” from 
Australia,” and that love 
is strongest amid the rub-
ble with “Uh La La” from 
Spain. Among all of their 
different styles, Katha Cato 
noted that “other countries 
are grappling with the same 

issues as we are … and that 
is why isn’t the world going 
in the direction we thought 
it was going?”

Between sections,  

QWFF honored longtime 
actor Karen Black, who 
stars in the festival’s “Vaca-
tionland,” by Jaime Hook. 
The audience was educated 

on Black’s illustrious ca-
reer with a montage of clips 
from her performances 
in works from the likes of 
“Easy Rider” and “Five 

Easy Pieces” to “House of 
1000 Corpses.” Black, who 
could not attend, sent a 
message thanking the festi-
val for the award.

If anything, the cer-
emony served as an excit-
ing preview for what was to 
come. With such a wide va-
riety of countries exhibit-
ing their films, and dynam-
ic topics being introduced, 
a solid turnout was expect-
ed to materialize as well as 
provocative discourse.

Katha Cato  told the au-
dience that “we think you’ll 
have a lot to talk about, per-
haps even argue about.”

To close she joined 
Don Cato in reminding the 
festival-goers that sharing 
their stories is the most 
thing important of all, as it 
keeps us all linked.

The QWFF runs 
through Sunday.

Filmmakers John Schmidt (l.) and Andrew Lewis, whose film “Family Feast” was featured on opening 
night of the Queens World Film Festival, review a program. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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$25  rebate*

$50  rebate*

per  
unit

per 
unit

Duette  Architella  Honeycomb Shades

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm

We carry all name brands
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Gov’t must save U.S. Postal Service
I

t is sad to contemplate 
the possible demise of 
our reliable “Neither 
snow nor rain nor heat 

nor gloom of night stays 
these couriers from the 
swift completion of their ap-
pointed rounds” U.S. Postal 
Service, but that may fall 
victim to the onslaught of 
the privatization pirates.

The groundwork for 
the financial distress that 
the postal service is go-
ing through is caused by 
congressional mandates 
that were imposed upon 
the postal service. The 

Republican-led Congress 
passed the Postal Account-
ability and Enhancement 
Act, which was signed into 
law by President George W. 
Bush Dec. 20, 2006.

Under the guise of 
modernizing the postal 
service for the 21st cen-
tury, it actually doomed 
the it. If not for the PAEA, 
the postal service would be 
functioning fine even with 
the impact of e-mail and the 
financial collapse of 2008. 
PAEA is an unprecedented 
piece of legislation that 
requires the USPS to pre-

fund its pension benefits for 
75 years through the $5.5 
billion annual payment, 
which no other government 
agency or private company 
is forced to do.

The postal service 
does not receive taxpayer 
dollars for operational 
costs, but is nonetheless 
under congressional con-
trol. The USPS is legally 
obligated to deliver mail to 
every house in the country, 
including in remote ar-
eas where UPS and FedEx 
will not venture. Were the 
USPS to collapse, it would 

hit poor Americans the 
hardest. And while other 
private delivery companies 
have continued to grow and 
diversify, Congress has 
stymied the postal service 
from directly competing.

The solution is simple: 
Repeal the pre-funding 
mandate of PAEA, imple-
ment common sense postal 
service reforms and stop 
undermining the USPS 
with needless and unfair 
legislation.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

WHAT’S TAKING
SO LONG?

It’s been two months since 19-year-old Robert Jackson 
was allegedly brutalized by police around the corner from 
the 109th Precinct.

The incident, recorded on a cellphone, took place in 
front of the Flushing YMCA. Jackson was arrested for ob-
structing governmental administration, resisting arrest, 
possession of marijuana and disorderly conduct.

But none of the offenses justified the beating he got.
The arrest took place Jan. 8 and was reported in this 

paper Jan. 17. The Civilian Complaint Review Board is re-
portedly looking into the incident involving a half dozen 
or more officers.

Why the delay? Have they been suspended or put on 
restricted duty until the events captured in two videos can 
be explained?

Jacques Leandre, who was defeated in his run last 
month for City Council, is defending Jackson.

“This unfortunate incident conducted by the police 
officers we pay to protect us is reprehensible and unac-
ceptable,” Leandre said.

He has asked District Attorney Richard Brown to dis-
miss the charges against his client.

Brown says Jackson was yelling profanities and act-
ing violently while officers were questioning two other 
youngsters nearby.

Yelling profanities is not a crime and, in the unedited 
videos, the only people acting violently were the police.

Jackson is part of a program at the YMCA called 
YouthBuild, created to help young men and women get 
their GED and then a job.

Police sources told the press that Jackson had been 
arrested four times before, and in one instance was in pos-
session of a gun and a knife. But the police who were beat-
ing and kicking the helpless young man could not have 
known that.

In this space we have made been supportive of the 
NYPD, but the police have to be held to a higher standard 
than the average citizen.

If there is something that justified the beating Jack-
son was given, we’d like to hear it. If that many officers 
can’t handcuff and subdue a young man without that level 
of force, then they need to be retrained or fired.

The incident has damaged the relationship between 
the police and the young people who watched in dismay as 
the beating took place and the thousands more who have 
watched the videos online.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 8-14, 2013 

  NE

13READERS WRITE

Alley Pond meadows makes one appreciate nature
S

tanding in the white 
powdery cover of Al-
ley Pond’s meadow 
alone, something 

moves me to savor the abil-
ity to observe distant pat-
terns of angry steel-gray 
clouds touching a plaster-
sculpted earth. This life 
sustainer with its own pat-
tern of land and water is 
seemingly suspended in 
time by the winter’s sever-
ity.

How beautiful the 
meadow remains with its 
crop of summer plants now 
staged in winter’s brown 
hues. The swaying beige 
grasses replete with intri-
cate patterns holding small 
seeds, the stiff brittle gold-
enrods with heads covered 
with minute downy seeds 
and the tall erect reeds 

with plumes of seeds bring 
me back to the present.

Wherever you look, 
a profusion of plants bent 
and broken by a season’s 
devices emerge from the 
snow carrying promises 
when spring arrives. In 
the distance, leafless trees 
as bare as ballet dancers 
appear, reveal a form and 
movement set to the timing 
of a constant breeze.

The snow covers like 
a blanket, insulating the 
sleeping plants and ani-
mals and hides all our re-
cent environmental trans-
gressions. I gaze at a winter 
scene covering the harmful 
man-made changes, and 
timelessness overwhelms 
me at this moment. The 
solitude of the moment ig-
nores time, but can I? How 

many before held and sa-
vored these moments? How 
many following after will 
continue to have this op-
portunity?

Could this moment in 
my time have been shared 
with others of an almost 
forgotten way of life? I 
think of the spiritual na-
tive Americans surviving 
on the sometimes meager 
earth’s provisions. These 
early conservationists, 
who nevertheless cher-
ished their Mother Earth, 
accepted her fates of time 
and season and were grate-
ful for her beauty. Their 
existence melded into the 
order of nature. Nothing 
environmentally danger-
ous or damaging remains 
from their time.

I hear a crow in the 

distance, perhaps a signal, 
and my mind contemplates 
the vision of the tidal creek 
I just past and its inces-
sant movement. It symbol-
izes for me the waves of 
newcomers to our shores. 
The settlers’ lifestyles and 
ideals included “taming” 
the land: cut the trees, 
plow the land, dam up the 
streams, raise your cattle, 
mark your boundary and 
dispose of the “uncivilized” 
native American. A title 
paper now declares, “This 
is mine.”

A new ethic reigns: 
greed and waste. It is right 
to take, burn, plunder and 
build. The land with its liv-
ing things suffers. So what? 
There is more of it for the 
taking. Their mentality 
avoids the finite laws of na-

ture. They shun the lessons 
and examples of an earth-
bound existence for the 
dangerous materialism of 
a “now,” “in,” “fast-paced,” 
insensitive lifestyle. 
Thanks to some park pres-
ervationists, this meadow 
survives for now.

Suddenly, I am startled 
by the approach of a per-
son. Most people in the city 
consider winter a play and 
stay-at-home, keep-warm 
time. He waves and our 
eyes and hearts meet.

Walking back together 
silently, our tracks are the 
only human ones we see, 
but many rabbit, bird, fox, 
raccoon and mouse tracks 
are evident and reveal 
other purposes and stories 
for them, although they re-
main unseen.

Sitting back home and 
reflecting on the walk’s en-
counters makes me sad as 
I dream about nature. As 
co-residents of this earth, 
sharing intimate moments 
with other living things 
is indescribable except to 
those who have also felt 
these emotions.

For isn’t that the point 
of our existence, to admire, 
love and protect this mi-
raculous planet and all its 
creatures in all seasons?

Dr. Aline Euler
Curriculum and Grant 

Developer
Alley Pond Environmental 

Center
Douglaston

City and UFT need to work together

T
he failure of the city 
and the United Fed-
eration of Teachers to 
reach an agreement 

regarding new teacher 
evaluations is a disgrace.

The mayor, city schools 
chancellor and UFT presi-
dent, Michael Mulgrew, 
should be ashamed of them-
selves.

Both sides were in-
flexible, which contrib-
uted to the lack of a much-

needed agreement. Also, 
why weren’t teachers con-
sulted about what param-
eters should be included 
in teacher evaluations? 
The UFT needs to get in-
put from those who are on 
the frontlines in the class-
rooms every day and not 
make important decisions, 
such as teacher evalua-
tions, without the input of 
the teachers.

Mulgrew needs to re-

member that he is the presi-
dent of all the teachers and 
that he should not always be 
so quick to make decisions 
without sufficient input 
from union membership.

Now, our teachers and 
students are going to have 
to bear the burden of much 
less funding in the class-
rooms. That is a shame.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Bloomberg should ban styrofoam

I
t seems there are people 
who are criticizing May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
attempt to ban styro-

foam.
Aren’t they aware that 

styrofoam is everywhere? 
Small particles are even in 
the fish we eat. Although I 

never voted for him and he 
granted himself another 
term as if he were king, I 
agree with Bloomberg’s 
stance against sugary 
drinks, smoking, etc.

As for the air we 
breathe being illegal? Much 
more should be done to stop 

companies from spewing 
toxic fumes into our at-
mosphere. I suppose these 
people are against solar 
energy and support hydrof-
racking.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Do not build stadiums in parks

I 
support reader Benja-
min Haber’s letter to the 
editor “Enjoy Parks for 
Open Spaces, Not Sports 

Stadiums.”
Most economists spe-

cializing in the study of 
sports economics agree 
that it is usually a bad deal 
for government to subsidize 
or build stadiums with for-
profit entities instead of 
using the money for other, 
more urgent needs.

All you need to do is 

take a stroll outside Yankee 
Stadium, Citi Field and the 
USTA stadium to see that 
the surrounding neighbor-
hoods are empty, dreary 
and decaying wastelands. 
The taxpayers should get 
a hefty share of the prof-
its for their investment in 
structures along with own-
ers and players of the sports 
teams.

It is false pride to have 
a local team if it is the tax-
payers who take the risks 

and the team owners who 
take the profits. Across the 
country there are countless 
empty stadiums that were 
built for sports teams that 
never came or left for prof-
itable venues.

Dr. Philip Ernest 
Schoenberg

Professor of Government
Vaughn College

Flushing
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A
ttorney Wendy Long 
made her first try 
for high public of-
fice when she ran in 

a Republican primary last 
year for the U.S. Senate in 
New York. She ran a suc-
cessful campaign by defeat-
ing her opponents, U.S. Rep. 
Robert Turner of Middle 
Village and Nassau County 
Comptroller George Mara-
gos, by wide margins.

She carried the major-
ity of votes in that primary 
by capturing 55 out of 62 
counties in New York state 
and swept upstate New 
York.

She was unsuccessful, 
however, in the fall gen-
eral election against the 
incumbent candidate, Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.). 
Long did not have the time 
or resources to gain media 
attention that would have 
been necessary to success-
fully challenge her oppo-
nent.

Long points out that 
last year’s Senate race was 
her first race for high pub-
lic office, and she believes 
she learned a lot about po-
litical campaigning during 
the race. She is inclined to 
run for statewide office. It 
will be interesting to see 
how that turns out, con-
sidering that next year we 
will have statewide races 
for governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general 
and comptroller. If Long 
gets enough party support, 
she could run for any one of 

those four elective offices.
Long gave her posi-

tion on some issues dur-
ing a brief interview. She 
believes 2012 Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney did not run an ag-
gressive enough race. She 
said Romney should have 
fought harder for his prin-
ciples and let the chips fall 
where they may.

Regarding the issue of 
women serving in combat, 
she believes that concept 
is wrong. She said women 
serving in combat was a 
political decision not in the 
best interest of our nation. 
She also indicated that the 
U.S. armed forces is not 
an equal opportunity em-
ployer.

Turning to immigra-
tion reform, Long said we 
are a nation of laws and 
that present immigration 
laws need to be obeyed and 

enforced. She wants these 
concepts included in any 
new immigration reform 
law.

In the forthcoming 
race for mayor, she believes 
the Republican Party has 
some strong candidates 
and that the right Republi-
can candidate has a chance 
to win.

When asked what she 
would do differently if she 
had to do the Senate race 
over again, Long said she 
would have started her 
campaign two years ear-
lier. What she was saying 
was that to gain name rec-
ognition, build a campaign 
organization structure 
and raise the necessary fi-
nances to run a campaign, 

preparations must begin 
early in terms of preparing 
years in advance.

Long is nonetheless 
pleased she made the race. 
It gave her an opportunity 
to fight for the ideals she 
believes in.

Recently, John Catsi-
matidis kicked off his 
campaign for mayor. The 
Queens Republican Party 
will be playing a major 
role in the Catsimatidis 
campaign. In his address 
to the Queens executive 
committee, he emphasized 
education reform from the 
standpoint that he favors 
bringing vocational train-
ing to our high schools.

In addition to academic 
subjects, vocational trades 

can also be taught. This 
would be a big change in 
our public school learning 
program, where students 
can learn to be carpenters, 
electricians and plumbers.

As indicated before in 
this column, it is time for 
the state Assembly and the 
state Senate to change the 
primary date from Septem-
ber to June. There are pos-
sibilities that this may hap-
pen this year or next.

The argument could 
be made that the New York 
primary runs from Janu-
ary to September, taking 
up a period of eight months, 
while the general election 
campaign is in the fall dur-
ing late September and Oc-
tober and so only lasts for 
a few weeks. This system 
needs changes.

This year, the battle for 
mayor and the City Council 
will go on to November.

Long sees loss in Senate race as a learning experience

Sequester necessary to stop out-of-control gov’t spending

I 
woke up March 1 amazed 
to find buses and sub-
ways running, planes 
still flying and creating 

too much noise in Bayside 
and the gears of govern-
ment grinding along. After 
weeks of nonstop predic-
tions of a sequestration Ar-
mageddon from Washing-
ton, I was relieved that the 
roads were still open and 
traffic lights functioning, 
enabling me to reach the 
deli and my morning joe 
at the Glen Oaks Shopping 
Center.

Of course, budget cuts 
have an impact and they 
can be painful at times. But 
continuing to borrow al-
most 50 cents on every dol-

lar our nation spends, push-
ing us toward $17 trillion in 
debt that will be inherited 
by our children, is not only 
painful but immoral. This 
debt will handicap their 
financial well-being, mak-
ing it harder for them to 
succeed.

As an accountant and 
president of the board of 
the largest co-op in Queens, 
balancing a budget, keep-
ing spending under control 
and making choices that 
affect people are responsi-
bilities that are taken seri-
ously. It is unconscionable 
that elected officials con-
tinue to put politics ahead 
of people. A trillion-dollar 
deficit year after year may 
be hard to envision, but 
its manifestations are all 
around us.

Ever wonder why 
bridge tolls that were un-
der a dollar less than 20 
years ago are now $15 and 
there is not enough money 
to repair broken curbs, 

cracked sidewalks or fire-
houses or provide high-tech 
equipment and supplies in 
schools? Billions that were 
once spent on infrastruc-
ture and operating costs 
are now spent on servicing 
the unprecedented debt of 
our nation and its states 
and cities.

Like a family living 
above its means, its new 
home mortgage consumes 
50 percent of the family in-
come, leaving little extra 
for everything else. Extri-
cating oneself from such fi-
nancial recklessness is im-
possible. Either earn more 
money or cut spending. 
There are no other choices. 
Even if the government 
taxed the top 5 percent of 
wage earners at 100 percent 
it would not cover the defi-
cit for a single year and do 
nothing about the $17 tril-
lion of accumulated debt.

With all the doomsday 
scenarios of sequestration, 
one would think we were 

talking about real spend-
ing cuts. Not so. Sequestra-
tion called for cutting the 
rate of projected spending 
growth, but on Jan. 1 all 
families suffered an im-
mediate 2 percent real cut 
in their income through 
higher payroll taxes. These 
families, unlike the gov-
ernment, did not have the 
luxury to whine about it 
and had no choice but to cut 
family spending.

Surely they were not 
happy, but families man-
aged without theatrics, 
hand-wringing, scoring po-
litical points or demagogu-

ery. Those choices were not 
an option and only delayed 
the cure and prolonged the 
pain.

The president, of 
course, is not responsible 
for the disease. The deficit 
has been years in the mak-
ing. But five years into his 
presidency, he must take 
responsibility for finding 
a cure and must stop blam-
ing everyone else for that 
failure.

And this problem is 
not just limited to Capitol 
Hill. Here in New York City, 
we see curbs and sidewalks 
throughout our communi-

ties in a perpetual state of 
disrepair. Crushing toll 
increases now cost a fam-
ily $15 round-trip to cross 
the Whitestone Bridge or 
Queens-Midtown Tunnel.

Money that years ago 
could have been spent on 
these projects is now used 
to pay interest on the ever-
mounting city and state 
debt and pension costs. 
Scarier still, the leading 
mayoral candidates do not 
even acknowledge that 
there is a problem. The up-
coming primary elections 
will be our best chance to 
fix that.

Voters must punish 
candidates who demagogue 
this issue while rewarding 
those willing to tackle the 
debt crisis without pre-
tending that free-wheeling 
spending can continue for-
ever.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

The Assembly and Senate must change 
the primary date to June.

Billions that were once spent on 
infrastructure and operating costs 

are now spent on serving the 
unprecedented debt of our nation and 

its states and cities.
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randon Newell is a 
respected student 
by Principal Lynn 
C. Callender, of the 

Business, Computer Ap-
plications & Entrepreneur-
ship High School in the 
Campus Complex in Cam-
bria Heights. She said when 
she assumed the leadership 
of the school last Septem-
ber, Brandon was one of 
the first students who came 
to her with suggestions on 
how to help the school move 
forward.

She praised his “matu-
rity and leadership, which 
helped get the student gov-
ernment up and running.” 
He now meets regularly 
with her as the student gov-

ernment president.
As such, he has coordi-

nated the activities students 
are involved in. Working 
with New York Cares, the 
students conducted coat 
and canned food drives and 
collected toiletries for Hur-
ricane Sandy victims. He 
is also working on a “Cou-
pons for Troops” program. 
It seems troops can use cou-
pons in fliers to buy things 
at military stores.

They were also in-
volved in the recent cancer 
walk in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and are work-
ing on the annual Penny 
Drive. At a recent meet-
ing in his school, he spoke 
about his academic experi-
ences and the positive pro-
grams there.

He is in the innovative 
Virtual Enterprise Interna-
tional business class, where 
the class is set up like a vir-
tual — that is, make believe 
— business. He is the sales 
representative in his busi-

ness, took part in the busi-
ness ad competition and is 
planning for the trade fair 
in the 69th Regiment Ar-
mory in Manhattan in the 
spring, where he will be in 
charge of hospitality due to 
his communication and ne-
gotiating skills.

He has obtained a paid 
internship through the 
Virtual Enterprise Inter-
national office. He will be 
working at the Cross Island 
YMCA doing administra-
tive work in its office and 
working with youngsters 
as a role model, teaching 
them how to learn work 
skills and be leaders so 
they will do well in junior 
high school.

Other school activi-
ties Brandon is involved 
in are service to teachers 
by helping them organize 
their classrooms and put-
ting up bulletin boards. He 
is editor of the 2013 school 
yearbook and helps the se-
nior adviser order senior T-

shirts, plan the senior prom 
and trip and help organize 
a Black History Month for 
all four schools in the com-
plex. He is also a member of 
his school’s chapter of the 
Future Business Leaders 
of America chapter, a na-
tionwide organization that 
promotes business skills 
knowledge, citizenship and 
leadership skills.

In the mornings, Bran-
don goes to the lunchroom 
of the Campus Complex and 
talks to freshmen to help 
them adjust to high school. 
His own experiences as a 
student and now as a senior 
help younger students get 
on the right track to a high 
school diploma.

One of his dreams is 
to be a professional drum-
mer. He currently has his 
own band, which he is pro-
moting. Two companies 
now give him a discount 
on their products because 
he promotes their products 
when he performs.

As student govern-
ment president, he has been 
nominated as one of the 
business high school’s rep-
resentatives to the Borough 
Student Advisory Council, 
and it in turn nominated 
him to the city schools 
chancellor’s Student Advi-
sory Council. These groups 
are places where students 
can bring problems from 
their schools and ask for ad-
vice from the other student 
leaders, then bring back 
this information to their 
schools.

Often, top city Depart-
ment of Education officials 
speak to students, giving 
them information and an-
swering their questions.

Assistant Principal 
of Pupil Personnel Atina 
Modesto spoke of Brandon 
as being “a talented young 
man, well-spoken, who is 
always helpful and a talent-
ed drummer.”

Reine Nyrenda, coor-
dinator of student affairs, 

said, “Brandon Newell 
impressed me as a ninth-
grader with his enterpris-
ing attitude, consciousness, 
ability to work with his 
peers and his actions as a 
role model …. He is a great 
student.”

Academically, he is 
on the honor roll from his 
Advanced Microsoft class. 
He took college technology 
classes with his school’s 
accounting and business 
practices teacher M.L. 
Goldston as part of the Ca-
reer Pathways Program of 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College.

He should earn about 
10 college credits by the 
time he graduates from the 
business high school. He is 
thinking of joining the U.S. 
Army Reserves and attend-
ing college. With his high 
school experiences, the fu-
ture is wide open for him.

Boro high school student embodies success, hard work

The Civic 
Scene
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Iannece re-elected as CB 11 chairman for one more year
111th Precinct captain cautions community against continuing reports of burglaries in Bayside
BY PHIL CORSO

All four Community 
Board 11 officers were re-
elected for another year 
Monday, including Chair-
man Jerry Iannece, who 
was given his fifth and fi-
nal term with the group.

Iannece’s next term as 
chairman will also be his 
last, he said, as the board’ 
bylaws do not allow offi-
cers to serve more than five 
years.

“Thank you, I think,” 
Iannece joked after the 
board re-elected him.

Moving forward, how-
ever, the chairman urged 
board members to begin to 
think about who could take 
over his position next year.

The board also re-
elected First Vice Chair-
woman Christine Haider, 
Second Vice Chairman 
Dennis Novick, and Third 
Vice Chairwoman Laura 

James.
At the March meeting 

of CB 11 at Bayside’s MS 158, 
at 46-35 Oceania St., 111th 
Precinct Commanding Of-
ficer Jason Huerta warned 
of the area’s recent battle 
with burglaries, which he 
said were making a slight 
comeback. Since late last 
year, the precinct has been 
working to address the on-
going burglary reports, but 
Huerta said the number of 
incidents has been growing 
once again alongside car 
break-ins and robberies.

“It seems that every 
time we catch one group, 
we get another,” Huerta 
said. “We’re asking the 
community to safeguard 
their property and be vigi-
lant.”

According to the most 
recent crime statistics 
between Feb. 18 and Feb. 
24 for the 111th Precinct, 
which covers neighbor-

hoods in northeast Queens, 
the number of burglaries 
recorded this year to date 
was up to 41 from 31 inci-
dents when compared to 
this time last year.

The only other crimes 

to increase this year to date 
were felony assaults, which 
rose from six to 10, and rob-
beries, which jumped from 
five to 17, the 111th Precinct 
said.

During the new busi-

ness portion of the meeting, 
several board members, 
including Bayside activist 
Janet McEneany, stood up 
to urge the community to 
attend an upcoming forum 
discussing the effects of 
increased flight noise in 
northeast Queens.

The town hall, spon-
sored by state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and 
state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
will take place March 14 at 
7 p.m. inside the Bay Ter-
race Jewish Center, McE-
neany said.

McEneany, who has 
been leading a local re-
sistance to the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s 
implementation of new de-
parture and arrival paths 
out of LaGuardia Airport, 
said she would be soliciting 
questions from the commu-
nity to ask elected officials 
at the meeting.

The board also dis-
cussed a committee report 
involving a proposed slow 
zone in Auburndale, which 
board member Henry Eu-
ler said would be a welcome 
change to his neighbor-
hood. Euler has been push-
ing for a slow zone in the 
area between the Clearview 
Expressway and Francis 
Lewis Boulevard for some 
time, he said, and would be 
glad to see the speed limit 
reduced from the current 
30 mph to 25.

Bayside staple Frank 
Skala, however, thought 
otherwise.

“It’s all a hoax,” Skala 
said with assertion. “When 
you see a cop pull over one 
person going more than 25 
mph, you let me know.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Capt. Jason Huerta (r.), the 111th Precinct commanding officer, and 
Community Board 11 Chairman Jerry Iannece attend the group’s 
monthly meeting in Bayside.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens public schools 

will have 216 more free, pre-
kindergarten seats avail-
able next year, and if the de-
mand for this year’s seats 
is any indication, there 
will still be more than four 
applications for every open 
slot across the borough.

Monday marked the 
beginning of the city De-
partment of Education’s 
application period for one 
of 5,900 pre-K seats at 131 
public schools for the 2013-
14 school year.

Only about 38 percent 
of the city’s pre-K seats are 
at public schools, with the 
rest at community-based 
organizations, which each 
have their own application 
processes.

Universal pre-K is 
free and parents can apply 
to send their 4-year-old to 
any program in the city, 
although the DOE does not 
provide transportation.

Parents can choose 
and rank several programs 

they are interested in, 
but the process is not first 
come, first serve.

The DOE gives prefer-
ence first to students who 
already have siblings in a 
school building and then 
to students in the school’s 
zone. If there are more ap-
plications than available 
seats, the department will 
hold a lottery.

During last year’s ap-
plication period, there were 
an average of 4.6 applica-
tions for every available 
school-based seat across 
the borough — second only 
to Manhattan — and com-
petition should remain stiff 
at some of the most sought-
after programs.

No new seats will be 
added next year at the top 
four most-competitive pre-
K schools: PS 101 in For-
est Hills, PS 28 in Corona, 
PS 242 in Flushing and PS 
97 in Woodhaven. There 
were 384 applications last 
year for just 18 seats at PS 
101, good for a 4.7 percent 
chance of getting in.

If the demand for pre-
K spots remains the same 
as last year, the borough’s 
216 new seats will make for 
4.4 applications for every 
open slot.

District 24 as a whole 
had the tightest competition 
last year, with an average 
of about seven applications 

for every seat, and it will 
receive about 80 percent of 
the new seats next year.

PS 88 in Ridgewood, 
where last year there were 
close to 13 applicants for ev-
ery open seat, will receive 
the most new seats. None of 
the 72 new seats at the pro-
gram, however, are full-day. 

The seats are split between 
2 1/2-hour sessions  in the 
morning and afternoon.

In fact, about half of 
the borough’s seats are 
half-days, and city Public 
Advocate Bill de Blasio re-
leased a report calling for 
higher taxes on the rich to 
fund more full-time seats.

“The shortage of high-
quality, full-time pre-K 
seats is hurting thousands 
of families in every bor-
ough,” said de Blasio, who 
is running for mayor. “We 
can’t continue to be a city 
where only a fraction of our 
kids has access to early ed-
ucation and where working 
parents have to roll the dice 
every year and hope they’re 
lucky enough to secure a 
seat. It’s 2013, and it’s time 
for truly universal pre-K in 
New York City.”

De Blasio said a tax in-
crease of 3.86 percent to 4.3 
percent on those earning 
more than $500,000 would 
yield $532 million in new 
revenue, enough to close 
the gap of nearly 50,000 
children who receive either 
part-time pre-K or no pre-K 
at all.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Competition for pre-K seats promises to be fi erce

Seema Ranginwala, of the borough’s pre-k office, helps students Emanuel Alba (l.) and Konrad Reszuta 
with their art at PS 87 in Middle Village.
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SERVED HOT AND MADE 
FRESH JUST FOR YOU!

FOUR WEEKS OF 
GREAT VALUES
WEEK 1: MARCH 8-15, 2013

WEEK 2: MARCH 16-23, 2013

WEEK 3: MARCH 24-31, 2013

WEEK 4: APRIL 1-8, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

69-24 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village

718-894-0485
7am - 11pm

409 E. Sunrise Hwy.
Bellmore

516-308-4535
6am - Midnight

Register on Arbys.com to receive additional free offers

Arbys.com

175-14 Horace 
Harding Expressway

Fresh Meadows

718-888-0444
OPEN 7am - 11pm

Drive Thru 
OPEN 24 Hrs.

FREE
Reuben Sandwich

regular price, get a 2nd FREE. 

FREE
Market Fresh 

Sandwich
price, get a 2nd FREE.

FREE
Chicken 

Sandwich
price, get a 2nd FREE.

FREE
Roast Turkey & 

Swiss Sandwich
Sandwich 

at Regular Price, get a 2nd FREE.

2 FOR 
$5

Arby’s Fisherman’s 
Feast

CHICKEN CHOICE
2 FOR $5

or 

2 BEEF OR 2 TURKEY  
‘N CHEDDAR 
SANDWICHES

FOR ONLY 
$5

2 FRENCH 
DIP & SWISS 
SANDWICHES

FOR ONLY 
$5
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R

E
S

-0
6

0
414

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall, enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

                                                               Then do as the MAJOR Government agencies do...
They call The Pros!!!…They call...TRUPROTECT!!!

GREEN  LEED  INSULATION  THERMAL BARRIER  SOUND REDUCTION 
FIRE SUPRESSION  MOLD REDUCTION  CEILING TILES

Up To 60% Savings On Utilities (Totally Documented) 

RF/EMI SHIELDING?
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
Call them now at 1-877-219-5616

Ask for Mike or email him at mike2257@truprotect.com 
www.truprotect.com

BLOWN AWAY? 
NEED HELP REMODELING 

OR REBUILDING?

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Girls and women from 
city Parks Department rec-
reation centers across the 
borough gathered in Flush-
ing over the weekend to cel-
ebrate 40-plus years of Title 
IX, the federal legislation 
prohibiting discrimination 
in sports based on gender.

March is Women’s His-
tory Month, and on Sunday 
the Al Oerter Recreation 
Center played host to the 
department’s celebration of 
National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day.

“We did it for the first 
time last year on a much 
s m a l l e r 
scale and 
this year 
we ex-
panded it,” 
said Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, 
the borough’s chief of rec-
reation. “We’re looking to 
make it an annual event.”

Enacted in 1972, Title 
IX required educational 
programs and activities 
receiving federal money to 
end discrimination based 
on sex. While the amend-
ment does not specifically 
mention sports, since its 
signing the legislation has 
had a significant impact 
on high school and college 
athletics.

The day’s schedule of 
events included a Zumba 
class, soccer, volleyball, 
rhythm gymnastics and 
street hockey presented 

through a partnership with 
the New York Rangers.

Groups from recre-
ation centers across Queens 
came by to share their par-
ticular programs.

About a dozen young 
girls from the Vic Hanson 
Field House in Rochdale 
Village served up some of 
the healthy snacks they 
make in their after-school 
program, such as fruit ka-
bobs and smoothies.

Jaida Sellers, 10, said 
she has been playing tennis 
for about three years.

“My coach is a girl 
and she pushes us hard,” 
she said. “When we make 
a mistake, she tells us keep 
trying.”

She said her coach 
tells her to eat healthy and 
stay away from junk food, 
but the young athlete said 
from time to time her sweet 
tooth gets the best of her.

Youngsters Destiny 
Vergara and friend Eva Al-
exander showed off some 
of the moves they learned 
at the Shotojuku karate 
school in Astoria and ex-
plained the lessons they 
learned from participating 
in sports.

“It’s very important to 
do a sport and stay healthy. 
It helps you set your mind 
to a goal,” said Vergara, 
who has been practicing 
karate for more than five 
years.

A group of girls known 
as Stan’s Pepper Steppers 
from Far Rockaway’s Sor-
rentino Recreation Center 
showed off their double-
dutch moves.

Akeela Williams, 16, 
said working with the oth-
er members of the world 
champion jump ropers 
taught her about teamwork 
and beyond.

Queens women celebrate
Title IX effect on sports

Girls from the afterschool cooking program at Al Oerter Recreation 
Center prepare snacks for visitors. Photo by Caroll Alvarado 

WOMEN’S 
HISTORY
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Queens representative on the city 
Panel for Education Policy said he intends 
to vote against proposals to co-locate and 
phase out borough high schools at the pan-
el’s meeting next week.

At Monday night’s meeting in Brook-
lyn, the panel’s 11 voting members will 
rule on four separate proposals to co-locate 
new schools within Newtown and Flushing 
high schools and phase out and replace two 
schools at the Campus Magnet Complex in 
Cambria Heights, along with other signifi-
cant changes at schools across the city.

“As far as the high school co-locations 
go, I won’t be supporting those,” said 
Dmytro Fedkowskyj, who was appointed to 
the panel by Borough President Helen Mar-
shall in 2008.

Citing a number of factors, including 
low grades on the school’s annual progress 
reports, the city Department of Education 
is proposing to reduce the enrollment at 
Newtown HS by about 320 students over 
the next four years to make room for a new 
school that will focus on recently arrived 
immigrants.

The department has similar plans 
for Flushing High, where it plans to trim 

enrollment by about 860 students to make 
way for a school with a Chinese bilingual 
program.

Last year, against Fedkowskyj’s pro-
testations, the panel voted to close and re-
open both high schools, but the court later 
struck the plan down.

The PEP will also vote Monday evening 
to completely phase out the Business, Com-
puter Applications & Entrepreneurship HS 
and the Law, Government and Community 
Service HS in Cambria Heights and replace 
them with new schools.

Fedkowskyj contended all of the 
schools’ struggles could be blamed on 
changes in leadership and said new chang-
es would derail any progress already un-
derway.

“The issues surrounding the schools 
being phased out have to do with leadership 
changes,” he said. “These schools have fine 
leaders who are finally getting things in 
order. Any change to that now will disrupt 
the stability those principals have already 
established.”

While each borough president ap-
points a member to the panel, the majority 
of the voting members are appointed by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and the PEP 
has never voted against a DOE proposal.

Boro education rep to oppose
altering schools at panel vote
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BUSINESS OWNERS

join the thousands of New Yorkers 
who have reduced their energy use, 

gotten millions of dollars in incentives, 
and helped the environment.

I GOT

WITHOUT BREAKING A SWEAT

ENERGY
EFFICIENT

1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Council legislation aims to stop additional deportations
Dromm supports bills granting reprieve to low-level undocumented offenders but Vallone opposes

BY REBECCA HENELY

In step with a recent 
push in the borough to keep 
immigrant families intact, 
the City Council passed two 
bills last week that would 
keep undocumented people 
charged with minor crimes 
from being directed to fed-
eral customs and deported.

The legislation, which 
passed 40-7, keeps the city 
Department of Correction 
from detaining undocu-
mented immigrants for 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement if they 
are youthful offenders, do 
not have significant crimi-
nal records, have been ac-
cused of low-level offenses 
or have been convicted of 
some types of misdemeanor 
offenses.

“We’re very excited 
about this,” said Daniel 
Coates, a lead organizer for 

Jackson Heights immigra-
tion advocacy group Make 
the Road New York. “We 
really see it as a significant 
step forward.”

The two bills follow up 
on a previous law passed at 
the end of 2011 that barred 
Corrections from detaining 
immigrants for ICE who 
come into contact with law 
enforcement but have no 
prior criminal record. The 
bills do not apply to those 
who have been convicted of 
a felony or misdemeanor in 
the past 10 years, are a po-
tential match for an entry 
in the terrorist database, 
have a history of immigra-
tion violations, have been 
charged with a felony not 
yet prosecuted or have been 
charged with sex abuse, 
assault, gun possession, 
driving while intoxicated 
or violation of an order of 
protection.

“It is fair and just for 
our city to limit its coopera-
tion with ICE officials espe-
cially where it concerns im-
migrant New Yorkers who 

have been convicted of low-
level offenses or who have 
no past criminal record,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said in 

a statement.
Queens councilmen 

who voted against the 
bills are Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park).

Immigration advo-
cates have lobbied for the 
city to pass these laws in 
response to programs like 
ICE’s Secure Communities. 
Intended to deport crimi-
nal aliens, critics say it 
has caused those who have 
committed no crime to be 
deported or held in immi-
grant detention centers for 
long periods of time.

“It drags everybody 
into an unfair and unjust 
deportation dragnet where 
they have no due process 
rights,” Coates said. “It also 
damages the very tenuous 
trust that exists between 
immigrant communities 
and local law enforce-

ment.”
Vallone, who did not 

vote for the 2011 bill on the 
grounds that some undocu-
mented immigrants who 
have committed violent 
crimes in their own coun-
try could be protected by it, 
said he did not support the 
current legislation because 
it did not clearly define a 
violent crime. He said the 
bills could allow street 
gropers and subway flash-
ers to stay in the United 
States.

“I support compre-
hensive immigration re-
form, but allowing people 
charged with crimes to re-
main in this country is not 
part of it,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (second from l.) announces 
a bill to stop the deportation of immigrants who have committed 
low-level crimes with Queens City Councilmen Leroy Comrie (l.) 
and Daniel Dromm (r.). Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council
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No purchase necessary to enter or win. To enter, send your complete name, mailing address (no P.O. boxes), city, state, zip code, day and evening phone 
numbers (including area codes), a valid email address and birth date to Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus Contest, CNG, 1 Metrotech Center North, 
10th fl oor, Brooklyn, NY 11201 or email same information to contest@cnglocal.com with a subject of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus.  All entries 
must be received by 11:59:59 pm on March 15, 2013. Limit one (1) entry per person. Sweepstakes ends 11:59:59 pm on March 15, 2013. Sweepstakes sub-
ject to complete offi cial rules available at www.cnglocal.com/ringling. Open only to legal residents of NY, NJ, PA and CT who are 18 years of age or older. 
Void outside NY, NJ, PA, CT, and where prohibited by law.  
This sweepstakes is sponsored by Community Newspaper Group, 1 Metrotech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201

WIN TICKETS to

First Place Winner: 4 VIP Tickets and Prize Pack
Five Additional Winners will receive 4 Tickets each

March 20 – April 1at

PLUS
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GET IN THE GAME  
 

IN BROOKLYN
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Feds to reach out to boro borrowers in foreclosure deal
Mortgage servicers will pay Queens homeowners up to $125,000 each over defi cient practices

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens residents who were 
in foreclosure in 2009 or 2010 with 
any of the 13 mortgage servicers 
that inked an agreement with 
federal regulators last week are 
expected to be contacted by the 
end of March about receiving pay-
ments, which could range any-
where from a few hundred dollars 
to $125,000.

In April 2011, federal regula-
tors required the mortgage ser-
vicers to hire independent firms 
to conduct reviews of 2009 and 
2010 foreclosures.

The idea was to investigate, 
case by case, the possibility ho-
meowners were damaged by 
questionable foreclosure prac-
tices such as robo-signing, or ap-
proving foreclosures without the 
proper paperwork in order.

In January, however, the U.S. 
comptroller of the currency an-
nounced his office had ended the 
review before it was completed 
 and reached a $9.3 billion agree-

ment with 13 servicers — Aurora, 
Bank of America, Citibank, Gold-
man Sachs, HSBC, JPMorgan 
Chase, MetLife Bank, Morgan 
Stanley, PNC, Sovereign, Sun-
Trust, U.S. Bank and Wells Fargo 
— before the complete scope of 
their practices was revealed.

All told, 4.2 million borrow-
ers will receive a portion of $3.6 
billion in direct payments and 
$5.7 billion in other assistance, 
such as loan modifications and 
forgiveness, as a result of the 
settlement formally agreed to last 
week.

The comptroller’s office 
announced that Rust Consult-
ing Inc., the settlement’s paying 
agent, is expected to contact bor-
rowers by the end of March with 
payment details. Borrowers can 
verify they are covered by the 
agreement and update their con-
tact information with Rust by 
calling 1-888-952-9105.

Since the review was cut 
short before it could determine 
how much damage was done to 

each borrower, payments will be 
made based on the kind of mort-
gage a homeowner had.

“I know there has been 
some concern about how we will 
determine the size and distribu-
tion of payments without the full 
review,” Comptroller Thomas 

Curry said. “Regulators spent a 
significant amount of time de-
termining categories of potential 
harm. The types of errors that 
could have occurred fall into 11 
basic groups from relatively mi-
nor to the very egregious.”

“Eligible borrowers will be 

slotted into each group based on 
objective loan attributes and bor-
rower characteristics and then 
compensated based on that cat-
egory, a much simpler process 
than the original [review],” he 
added.

Mamta Gurung, a program 
director at the Jackson Heights-
based housing counseling agency 
Chhaya CDC, said she was con-
cerned borrowers, especially 
those in minority communities, 
may be taken advantage of by 
scam artists trying to make a 
buck off the settlement’s news.

“How [is the OCC] going to 
reach out to immigrant communi-
ties and minority communities? 
I have people come in who say, 
‘Oh, I heard I’m going to get some 
money.’ But there’s a lot of misin-
formation about the little bit that 
has been released,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.-r.) meets with Seema Agnani, Matma Gurung 
and Afreen Alam of Chhaya CDC in 2011. Gurung is concerned about how official 
information from a recent foreclosure settlement will reach minority and immi-
grant communities.
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

            FREE
PARKING

INTRODUCING

JEI Lil’ Genius
Education for the 

Gifted and Talented
JEI Lil’ Genius (powered by FasTracKids®) 

is an early childhood enrichment program 
designed for 

3 TO 5 YEARS OLD. 
Class meets weekly for 2 hours.

Grand Opening in Bayside-Auburndale
MULTI-DAY PRESCHOOL ALTERNATIVE & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

JEI

SUMMER

PROGRAMS 

AVAILABLE!

JEI has a Scientifi c 
Diagnostic System. 

It Pinpoints the Missing 
Links in Learning, and 

Prescribes an Individual 
Study Program Based on 

Your Child’s Specifi c Needs.

 

BY PHIL CORSO

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said his pa-
tience was running dry as 
gas prices continued to go 
up in his home state.

When he last spoke 
about rising fuel costs 
throughout New York in 
April, the average price 
for a gallon of regular gas 
was $4.15, according to data 
provided by the Oil Price 
Information Service.

And in the year since 
he proposed  a bill that 
would have the city impose 
a flat-tax on fuel, little has 
changed with current num-
bers hovering around $3.99 
a gallon.

“As we all cry out in 
pain over the rapid increase 
of gas prices the past few 
months, the city is quietly 
sitting back and collecting 
an unfair and undeserved 
surge in revenue,” Avella 

said in a statement. “With 
gas prices constantly fluc-
tuating, it is important that 
motorists have protections 
in place at the pump.”

The state currently 
taxes drivers a flat rate of 
8 cents per gallon for retail 
gas, regardless of price, 
while the city tacks on an 
additional percentage of 
the sale price per gallon, 
Avella said. As the price-
per-gallon rises, so do the 
imposed city taxes.

In his proposal, Avella 
said the city should join the 
state by shifting from its 
current percentage-per-gal-
lon tax system to a flat rate 
to save motorists money.

At $4 a gallon, Avella 
said, the difference between 
the percentage and the flat 
rate would save someone 
buying 20 gallons of gas a 
week roughly $80 over the 
course of one year.

“The city needs to 

institute a flat gas tax be-
cause not only are consum-
ers being gouged by the 
base price of oil, but they 
are also being gouged by 
the city of New York in its 
percentage rate collection,” 
Avella said. “The city is re-
ceiving undeserved wind-
fall tax revenue at the ex-
pense of its commuters.”

Over the past year, 
gas prices in New York 
state have fluctuated while 
remaining consistently 
above the national aver-
age, according to the Oil 
Price Information Service, 
which catalogues the price 
of fuel over time in differ-
ent states.

Prices recorded a dip 
in July 2012, when the av-
erage cost for a gallon of 
regular gasoline was about 
$3.70, the service said. At 
that same time, the nation-
al average sat much lower, 
just below $3.45.

Avella renews fl at tax fuel push 
to fi ght skyrocketing city costs
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Keeping Keeping 
marriage marriage 

going strong going strong 
into your into your 

golden yearsgolden years
The trend of long-married couples 

calling it quits has been growing. 
However, there are some steps cou-

ples can take to keep their relationships go-
ing strong.

According to the AARP, divorces among 
people over the age of 50 have doubled since 
1990. According to Susan Brown, co-direc-
tor of the National Center for Family and 
Marriage Research at Bowling Green State 
University, one out of three baby boomers 
will face their golden years unmarried.

There are a number of reasons why di-
vorce rates have skyrocketed among the 
over-50 set. Understanding just why these 
divorces are taking place and taking proac-
tive steps to alleviate some of the divorce 
triggers can be a recipe for a happy mar-
riage that continues throughout a couple’s 
golden years.

Increase accountability
Ours is a transient society where fami-

Continued on Page 35
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Diffi cult fi nancial times have 
forced many people young 
and old to alter their lifestyles 

in order to stay afl oat fi nancially. 
Though unemployment has garnered 
most of the headlines as the economy 
has struggled the last several years, 
it’s not just men and women of work-
ing age who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the University 
of Michigan Law School, researchers 
found that people age 65 and older are 
the fastest-growing segment of the U.S. 
population seeking bankruptcy protec-
tion. While there’s no single culprit for 
the rise in bankruptcy fi lings among 
seniors, the state of Florida could offer 
valuable insight as to why the nation’s 
older citizens are increasingly fi ling 
for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Florida home, 
and in the past such retirees could tap 
into their home equity whenever they 
began to struggle fi nancially. How-
ever, like most of the country, Florida’s 
housing market is depressed, making 
it less viable for seniors to tap into 
their home equity to solve their fi nan-
cial problems. In fact, according to a 
study by the Administrative Offi ce of 
the U.S. Courts, bankruptcy fi lings in-
creased by 118 percent in states where 
the home price index decreased.

For many seniors fearful of fi nan-
cial struggles, living on a fi xed in-
come can be a helpful way of ensuring 
their future does not involve fi ling for 

bankruptcy. Though living on a fi xed 
income is a defi nite challenge and cer-
tainly offers no guarantee that bank-
ruptcy can be avoided, it does provide 
a framework seniors can rely on to 
keep their heads above water during 
diffi cult economic times.

• Make an honest assessment. Liv-
ing on a fi xed income involves being 
honest with yourself and admitting 
what your resources truly are. Write 
down any sources of income, includ-
ing Social Security payments, pension 
payouts, investments, etc. Then write 
down how much money you have in 
savings or print out a statement of all 
savings accounts.

Once you have an accurate fi gure of 
both income and savings, write down 
all your monthly expenses, including 
all expenses, no matter how minute 
they may seem. From here you can de-
termine just how much you can spend 
each month.

• Prioritize spending habits. Some 
expenses, including medications and 
monthly utility bills, will always re-
main a top priority. However, those 
who must begin living on a fi xed in-
come need to prioritize how they 
spend their discretionary funds. For 
instance, a membership at the local 
country club can cost several thou-
sands of dollars per year, whereas the 
local public golf course only charges 

players each time they play. While 
the country club might have a better 
course, it could be more prudent to 
choose the public course and save the 
cost of a private membership instead.

• Find it for free. People pay for 
many services each month that they 
could very well fi nd for free. For ex-
ample, in addition to books, many lo-
cal libraries now allow members to 
check out CDs and DVDs at no cost. 
The same also goes for magazines. In-
stead of paying a monthly subscription 
cost, visit the local library and read 
the magazines there for free. If the lo-
cal library does not have your favorite 
periodical, the content could very well 
be available for free online.

• Expect the unexpected. One of the 
worst things that can happen to a per-
son on a fi xed income is to encounter an 
unexpected cost. This can include an 
unforeseen hospital visit, a costly auto 
repair or even infl ation that wasn’t 
factored into your initial fi xed income 
budget. Men and women on fi xed in-
comes should expect such emergencies 
and save accordingly each month. Sav-
ing money should never go out of style, 
and those on fi xed incomes should still 
attempt to save money each month. 
Coming in under budget and making 
the most of it can make the difference 
between capably handling an emer-
gency or being forced to consider unat-
tractive alternatives such as fi ling for 
bankruptcy.

For many seniors fearful of fi nancial struggles, living on a fi xed income can be a helpful way of ensuring their 
future does not involve fi ling for bankruptcy.

Living on a fixed income

Seniors beware!

ELDERCARE TODAY

Don’t find out too late: All 
senior residences are not alike

By Joanna R. Leefer

The Colemans agreed 
that they were ready 
to downsize their 

lifestyle and move from 
their lower Manhattan 
apartment to a residence 
with less upkeep and re-
sponsibility. Mr. Coleman, 
80, admitted that walking 
up the steps to their second-
fl oor apartment was be-
coming a strain. 

After researching the 
area, they settled on a se-
nior residence not far from 
their original apartment. 
The residence offered “en-
riched living” in the heart 
of Manhattan. They had a 
one-bedroom apartment on 
the fi fth fl oor of an elevator 
building that offered three 
meals a day, housekeep-
ing, and laundry. They 
could choose from several 
scheduled activities, and go 
on day trips to museums, 
plays, and other cultural 
events. It also provided 
home care aides who were 
available to help with dress-
ing and bathing.

The Colemans lived 
there happily for more than 
a year, enjoying the benefi ts 
of the residence. Then Mr. 
Coleman suffered a stroke. 
When he left the hospital 
he was confi ned to a wheel-
chair — a big adjustment to 
their lifestyle. 

Shortly after arriv-
ing home, a representa-
tive from the building’s 
management informed the 
Colemans that they could 
no longer remain in the fa-
cility because it was not li-
censed to care for a person 
who could not “ambulate 
on his own.” 

Like most, the couple 
was unaware that there 
were different licensures 
for various senior living 
facilities and “enriched liv-
ing” was limited to a par-
ticular lifestyle.

In fact, senior living 
residences span a broad 
range of services and hous-
ing types. New York offers 
three major levels of senior 
living residences: enriched 
housing, adult homes, and 
enhanced living. 

According to the Depart-

ment of Health, any New 
York adult care facility can 
offer “… temporary or long-
term, non-medical residen-
tial care services to adults 
who are unable to live inde-
pendently.” Residents can 
receive personal care ser-
vices and assistance with 
basic activities of daily liv-
ing. They can also receive 
assistance with medica-
tion. Adult care facilities 
are not licensed to provide 
nursing or medical cares.

An enriched living 
residence is primarily de-
signed for age 65 years or 
older. Residents reside in 
apartments designed with 
wider doorways and ramps 
for walkers, safety bars 
in bathrooms, and emer-
gency alert systems. The 
apartments may include a 
bedroom living room, bath 
and a small kitchen. An en-
riched living residence is 
paid for privately, although 
long-term care insurance 
might pay for some of the 
services. 

Residents may require 
some help with daily activi-
ties and some supervision, 
but they are still able to get 
around without continuous 
care. The facilities offer rec-
reational and social activi-
ties and transportation to 
doctor appointments and 
shopping.  Enriched living 
is a good solution for older 
people who are beginning 
to need some assistance but 
still independent with care.

Another option the Cole-
mans could consider is an 
enhanced living program 
in an adult home. Enhanced 
living programs permit an 
adult home to designate a 
specifi c number of beds to 
be included in a facility for 
infi rmed individuals who 
require more than intermit-
tent assistance. If Mr. Cole-
man lived in a residence 
with an enhanced living 
program, he could remain 
in the building even after he 
is wheelchair bound. 

Joanna Leefer is an 
eldercare advisor with 
10 years experience work-
ing with aging issues. For 
more, visit www.joanna-
leefer.com. 
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Exercise is impor-
tant for all people, 
including the el-

derly. Yet, seniors who 
have limited mobility or 
are confi ned to a wheel-
chair may think they 
couldn’t possibly exercise. 
However, there are many 
things such individuals 
can do to stay in shape — 
all while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at 
least 30 minutes of daily 
exercise for most people. 
Exercise is benefi cial for 
seniors because it keeps 
muscles from atrophying, 
improves mental alert-
ness, strengthens bones, 
and leads to a healthier 
metabolism, among other 
things.

For seniors who think 
they won’t be able to han-
dle traditional exercise, 
chair exercises or modi-
fi ed pilates can be effec-
tive, even for those with 

trouble walking or stand-
ing for extended periods 
of time.

To get started, all you 
need is some loose-fi tting 
clothing and a chair. Begin 
by doing some stretching 
movements of the neck, 
arms, and legs. Rotate the 
head left and right and in 
circles to stretch the neck 
and back muscles. Lift 
arms over the head and 

slowly drop down to the 
sides of the body to stretch 
arms and back muscles. 
Lift and lower the legs a 
few times to warm them 
up.

To begin exercises, 
start slowly, and gradu-
ally build up repetitions. 
Try exercises that include 
boxing or punching into 
the air, arm circles, and 
arm curls. 

Exercises for seniors with 
limited mobility

Exercising in a chair is an effective way for seniors 
to stay in shape.
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Over 65?

If you are 65 or older and have Medicare, Healthfirst has 
several low- and no-cost health insurance options for you.

Healthfirst has a variety of HMO plans available to people 
with Medicare who also qualify for extra help from 
a low-income subsidy program. With most Healthfirst  
Medicare HMO plans, you can enjoy enhanced vision, dental 
and hearing care—all with no copays—plus extras like free 
round-trip car service to and from your Healthfirst providers.

Even if you only have Medicare, with Healthfirst’s 65 Plus Plan 
(HMO) you could have benefits like a $0 monthly premium, 

generic prescription drug coverage (Part D), and a number of 
extra benefits (like the ones previously mentioned) with no 
or low copays not covered by original Medicare.

Need Long Term Care at Home?

If you now need ongoing medical care and your daily 
health needs have become harder to handle alone—but 
you’re not ready to go to a nursing home—wouldn’t you 
want medical and support services that allowed you to 
maintain your independence and stay at home?  

Brooklyn, NY 
 circa 1942

It’s a fact that everyone ages. And the older we get, the more medical care and help we may need. 
However, finding a company who not only provides reliable care, but also shows respect 

and compassion for its members, is often harder than it should be. That’s why you should know 
about Healthfirst, a company with nearly 20 years of experience caring for New Yorkers.  

A respected partner for providing quality care, Healthfirst offers more than just health insurance.  
With wellness programs, community events and classes, Healthfirst provides members  

with a range of health-related support options for every stage of life.

Your Health Plan
Should Change
 With You
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Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid program. 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan’s service area includes the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, and Nassau County. 
Plans may vary by county. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network,  
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
premium. Medicare Part B premium is covered for dual-eligible members with full Medicaid coverage. Premiums, copays,  
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of extra help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  
You may be able to get extra help to pay for your prescription drug premiums and costs. To see if you qualify for extra help, call: 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048, 24 hours a day/7 days a week; The Social Security  
Office at 1-800-772-1213 Monday through Friday between 7am and 7pm. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778; or Your State  
Medicaid Office.

H3359_MKT13_78 Accepted 02092013

Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options allow you to 
stay at home knowing that you’ll get the care you need when 
you need it. 

With Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options, 
you receive at-home medical care and support, with plans 
such as CompleteCare (HMO SNP) and programs offered 
by Senior Health Partners (a Healthfirst company).  
The key benefit of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care 
is coordinated care. What this means is Healthfirst  
provides you with a Care Management Team that consists 
of a registered nurse, a social worker and a support  
coordinator, who work together to organize and oversee 
every part of your care. By streamlining and managing  
your care, Healthfirst makes getting the care you need 
simple to get and easy to understand. Some of the benefits 
of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options are:

  Professional and reliable nurses and home attendants 
that deliver the care and support you expect

  Special services including assistance with personal  
hygiene, bathing, feeding, adult day health care,  
home delivered meals, and a personal emergency 
response system

  Easy application process with Enrollment Specialists 
ready to walk you through every step 

 Care management plans that fit your specific needs

At Healthfirst, we’re more than just a health insurance company. 
We’re a team of people who deeply care about our members, 
because life events are something we all have in common. 
And since nothing in life is more certain than change, we work 
hard to bring you quality health care options and wellness 
support that changes throughout your life when you do.

Questions? We’re Here to Help. 
To learn if a Healthfirst plan is right 
for you, call 1-855-855-4365 
(or TTY:1-888-542-3821 for the 
speech or hearing impaired), 
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm. 
Or visit HFlongtermcare.org.
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For many older drivers, 
driving is more than 
getting from point A 

to point B. Getting behind 
the wheel allows older driv-
ers to remain independent, 
as well as mobile. But as a 
person ages, his risk of in-
jury on the road increases, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Older adults and 
their family members need 
to make plans for handing 
dwindling skills behind the 
wheel and the point in time 
when it is no longer safe for 
a loved one to continue driv-
ing.

In rural and suburban 
communities, driving is a ne-
cessity for independent liv-
ing. With limited resources 
available for older individu-
als to get around, seniors 
may hold onto the notion of 
driving longer than is safe 
and practical. The National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Ad-

ministration says that in 
2009 alone, 5,288 people age 
65 and older were killed and 
187,000 were injured in traf-
fi c accidents. Older people 
are involved in around 15 
percent of all traffi c acci-
dents in a typical year.

Getting older doesn’t 
mean it’s time for you or a 
loved one to turn in your 
license just yet. There are 
ways people can come to-
gether to make the driving 
experience go smoothly, and 
it often begins with an hon-

est conversation.
• Let a loved one know 

you are on his side. Make 
sure the fi rst topic of conver-
sation is that it is not your 
intention to take away the 
keys of the car. Indicate that 
you want to work together to 

help keep this person behind 
the wheel as long as possible. 
Being open and honest about 
intentions may eliminate ar-
guments or animosity.

• Figure out safe ways to 
keep your loved one driv-
ing. This may include iden-
tifying a new car with up-
graded safety features, such 
as brighter headlights, a 
back-up camera, and a bet-
ter safety record. Enroll to-
gether in a driving safety 
course to brush up on driv-
ing skills.

• Go for a “test drive.” 
Family members can ride 
along with an older driver 
to get a better sense of his 
ability behind the wheel. If 
drivers have too many close 
calls, frequently get lost in fa-
miliar places, exhibit slower 
response times, or are easily 
distracted, this should be a 
wake-up call and the loved 
one should intervene.

• Schedule a vision and 

hearing exam. Driving abili-
ties can be affected by poor 
vision and hearing, both 
common side effects of get-
ting older. Getting a senior 
a new eyeglass prescription 
or a better hearing aid may 
make all the difference in 
his driving ability.

• Review prescriptions 
and over-the-counter medi-
cations. Many seniors take 
a bevy of different medica-
tions, and the side effects to 
these drugs could impact 
their driving abilities. If 
medications cause drowsi-
ness or dizziness, speak with 
your loved one’s physician 
about a possible alternative 
treatment that might make 
driving safer.

• Be honest. If an older 
driver is no longer safe be-
hind the wheel of his auto-
mobile, it is important to in-
volve other family members 
and make a joint decision to 
remove driving privileges. 

Older drivers have to reasses driving abilities

Driving is a sensitive subject for older drivers who see being able to get behind the 
wheel as an opportunity to maintain their independence. But individuals need to be 
honest with themselves to remain safe on the road. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

PROTECT 
YOUR HOME 

FROM MEDICAID:
COME IN 

FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION
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lies no longer bat an eyelash 
over moving great distances 
away from other family 
members. As a result, boom-
ers may feel like they are 
not connected to children 
or grandchildren. With this 
in mind, they may feel less 
attached to their marriage 
or their responsibilities, or 
believe that no one will get 
hurt by a divorce. Keeping 
families close and remain-
ing in frequent contact can 
increase accountability and 
reduce the propensity for di-
vorce.

Get things out in 
the open

A major reason for a 
failed marriage is years of 
avoiding signifi cant issues, 
rather than addressing 
problems. Couples should 
make time to talk to each 
other about anything that 
might be bothering them, 
rather than letting too many 
things slide. If these conver-
sations turn into shouting 
matches, there is always the 
option of bringing in a third 
party to serve as a media-
tor.

Spend time apart
After retirement, cou-

ples may fi nd themselves 
spending hours upon hours 
in each other’s company. 
While togetherness can be 

benefi cial, too much time 
spent together may lead to 
feelings of suffocation and 
the perception that each 
member of the relation-
ship is no longer his or her 
own person. Individuals 
can remedy this by doing 
more things on their own, 
whether spending time 
apart with friends or engag-
ing in hobby time without 
your spouse. After all, ab-
sence makes the heart grow 
fonder. Brief periods of sep-
aration can make the time 
married couples do spend 
together feel more meaning-
ful.

Recommit to 
your vows

After 30 or more years, 
the vows you shared on your 
wedding day may be a dis-
tant memory. Some people 
may have different views 
on the permanence of vows, 
putting personal happiness 
ahead of the happiness of 

the couple. Take stock of 
what you promised one an-
other on your wedding day 
and stick to those words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of 

dissolving a tenuous situa-
tion. Focus energy on laugh-
ing at mistakes instead of 
pointing blame. Couples can 
make fun of themselves and 
resolve to not take things 
too seriously.

Act like you’re 
dating

 Couples often become 
complacent after many 
years of marriage. They 
may forget about the little 
details that made the rela-
tionship fun in the early 
years. The personal notes 
and cards and other sur-
prises may fall by the way-
side after being together for 
some time. Make an effort to 
go on dates, write love notes, 
and think of what was ap-
preciated by your partners 
when you were in the dating 
stage.

Practice selflessness
Sometimes all that is 

needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act that 
shows how much you care 
for your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to di-
vorce can make an effort 
to improve the relationship 
rather than simply see di-
vorce as the best option.

Giving love notes and going on dates are great ways for older married couples to 
create excitement and romance.

Marriage
Continued from Page 29 Make an effort 

to go on dates, 
write love 

notes, and think 
of what was 

appreciated by 
your partners 

when you were 
in the dating 

stage.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2013 New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.

learn more about mcghee
scps.nyu.edu/mcghee2i
212-998-7100

It’s not where  
you start. 
It’s where you  
end up.

To request information and to apply: scps.nyu.edu/requestmcgheeinfo2i

Bachelor of Arts
Applied General Studies
Humanities 
Art History
Creative Writing
Literature

Bachelor of Science
Digital Communications and Media
Healthcare Management
Information Systems Management
Leadership and Management Studies
Real Estate

Social Sciences 
Anthropology, Economics,  
History, International Studies,  
Media Studies, Organizational  
Behavior and Change,  
Politics, Psychology, Sociology

TRANSFER to the NYU-SCPS Paul McGhee Division
As a transfer student, the academic institution at which you choose to complete your studies 
can make all the difference in your future success. The NYU School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies Paul McGhee Division affords transfer students the opportunity to study 
at a top university, and to immerse themselves in a supportive learning environment that 
promotes personal and professional growth. 
McGhee offers:

 

McGhee Walk–in Wednesdays:
March 13 and 20 — 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.   7 East 12th Street, Suite 921, New York, NY

Bring your transcript for instant evaluation. An admissions decision  
will be rendered for those who have submitted a complete application.

For information and to R.S.V.P. visit: scps.nyu.edu/mcghee-events2i

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Green was not the only color on the 

streets of Sunnyside and Woodside Sunday 
as the whole spectrum of shades came out 
to celebrate the neighborhoods’ St. Pat’s for 
All parade, now in its 14th year.

For more than a decade, the parade 
has welcomed groups that are banned from 
celebrating their Irish pride in Manhat-
tan’s Fifth Avenue parade.

“We wanted an event that would be an 
inclusive celebration of St. Pat’s,” said pa-
rade co-founder Brendan Fay, who said he 
had been arrested five times for trying to 
march in the city’s St. Pat’s parade under a 
gay banner. “What’s beautiful about today 
is that it represents many groups of people 
and reflects the diversity of Queens.”

This year’s grand marshals were 
Aidan Connolly and Pauline Turley, of the 
Irish Arts Center, a 41-year-old nonprofit 
dedicated to promoting the arts and cul-
ture of Ireland.  Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and City Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) were among the elected of-
ficials who joined the festivities.

The parade’s motto is “Cherishing all 
the children of the nation equally” and the 
groups marching represented what Fay 
said was the organizer’s tendency to err on 
the side of hospitality.

Marching alongside the Queens Lesbi-
an and Gay Pride Committee, LGBT Fami-
lies for Immigration Reform and the Gay 
Officers Action League were groups such 
as Occupy Astoria/LIC, Veterans for Peace 
and the Ethical Humanist Society.

The Sunnyside United Dog Society 
even got in on the action with two- and 
four-legged marchers taking to the street.

“It’s very progressive and truly inclu-
sive,” Fay said. “People love this parade 
and the spirit of this parade.”

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights), an openly gay legislator 
who helped organize the event in its earli-
est years, said it was encouraging to see 
the parade grow year after year.

“It’s amazing to see the sea change, 
the involvement from the whole communi-
ty,” he said. “All the Irish pubs are having 
specials. It’s really grown beautifully. I’m 
very, very proud.”

St. Pat’s for All celebrates 
14th parade in Sunnyside
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New York Hospital Queens is now providing access to a higher level of primary and 
specialty care services at our new medical practice right here in Whitestone Village.  
Internists, Ambrose Pipia, M.D., Domenick Acquista, M.D., and Cardiologist 
Katherine Heretis, M.D., are now practicing in this new community-based 
facility conveniently located at 14-02 150th Street. Additional NYHQ-affiliated 
physicians will be joining them this year.
Call (718) 353-8933 now to make an appointment!  To learn more 

about NYHQ, find a physician, and more… go to nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens
Expertise you trust.

Service you deserve.

Ambrose Pipia, M.D. Katherine Heretis, M.D.Domenick Acquista, M.D. 

If you haven’t heard … 
our doctors are now right here inWhitestoneVillage



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 8

-14
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
40

BT

36-45 Bell Blvd. • Bayside, NY 11361
718.225.3103 • gohidoggy.com

GRAND OPENING!
Dog Grooming    Dog Care Supplies    Food 

Toys    Winter Coats    Puppies for Sale!

Sanitation workers get heroes’ welcome at St. Pat’s march 
Rockaway Park residents thank city’s Strongest for post-Sandy cleanup but Bloomy receives cold reception

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The streets of Rock-
away Park were cleared for 
the weekend’s St. Patrick’s 
Day parade, and everyone 
knew who to thank.

“Yay Sanitation!” 
Rockaway residents 
cheered as a phalanx of 
green-uniformed city Sani-
tation Department workers 
marched down the street.

“If it wasn’t for Sani-
tation, we’d be done,” said 
Mike Kehoe, a 47-year resi-
dent whose home is just a 
block away from the parade 
route.

Kehoe said that in the 
days and weeks following 
Superstorm Sandy, it was 
the city’s sanitation work-
ers and volunteers who 
helped return life to nor-
malcy.

“The volunteers, the 
outpouring of help ... it was 
heartwarming,” he said.

The parade route — 
which traveled along New-
port Avenue, down the 
business section of Beach 
116th Street and then along 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard — showed signs of the 
storm and the recovery.

A sign outside the 
Rockaway Park subway 
station said service would 
be discontinued until fur-
ther notice, some lots lay 
empty where buildings had 
burned down and a number 
of businesses were still dis-
placed, but life was return-
ing.

The Paninico Cafe had 
reopened its doors just the 
day before the parade, and 
owner Mike Adil said it was 
important to be back.

“I think it’s good to 
show people we’re here,” he 
said, “to show our solidar-
ity and support.”

As snow flurries fell 
outside, Adil said he had 

just what people needed to 
warm themselves up.

“Of course, corned 
beef and cabbage,” he said, 
adding the cracked wheat 
chicken soup was pretty 
good, too.

But Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg did not receive 
such a warm reception.

Up and down the route, 
parade-goers booed the 
mayor and held up signs. 

“You see our town? 
What has he done?” asked 
Charlie Ciliberti. “All he 
cares about is Manhattan, 
but we really suffered down 
here.”

Bloomberg said all of 
the city’s uniformed ser-
vices really stepped up to 
the plate, but it was Sanita-
tion’s day.

“I don’t think there’s 
anyone who could have 

done the job you did as 
quickly, efficiently and 
safely,” he said. “We all 
want to say thank you for 
what you’ve done.”

Sanitation worker 
Dave Kirchein, a Rockaway 
Park resident, said it felt 
good to be recognized.

“It feels wonderful, 
really good,” he said. “We 
were out here working 
12-, 14-hour days for three 

months cleaning up, get-
ting people’s lives back to-
gether.”

Kirchein said the pa-
rade was a good celebration 
for the neighborhood, and 
he was looking forward to 
seeing the beaches open up 
in the summer.

“There’s still more to 
do to get things back to nor-
mal,” he said.

A number of mayoral 
hopefuls — including City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), city 
Comptroller John Liu, city 
Public Advocate Bill De 
blasio and ex-Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity chief Joseph Lhota — 
marched in the parade, but 
the spotlight was on the 
guys in green.

“This is a great day for 
the Irish,” Sanitation Com-
missioner John Doherty 
said, “and a real fine day 
for Sanitation.”

Sanitation workers salute as they are honored at the conclusion of the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Rockaway. Photo by Christina Santucci
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paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

About 100 friends, fam-
ily members and loved ones 
gathered outside the South 
Jamaica Houses Saturday 
night to light candles in re-
membrance of Darryl Ad-
ams, the teenager who was 
gunned down in the hous-
ing projects last year.

“I woke up today and I 
wanted to cry,” said Shanta 
Merritt, Adams’ mother. 
“But I feel good. I didn’t 
think it was going to be like 
this. Everybody came out 
to show their love.”

On the first weekend 
in March 2012, 19-year old 
Adams was chased down 
and shot in the back outside 
one of the buildings in the 
40 Houses, a cold-blooded 
act that was caught on sur-
veillance video.

The footage showed 
Adams running through 

the complex as he was 
chased from behind by two 
youngsters later identified 
as Sean Barnhill, 19, and 
Alexander Burgess, 16, just 
after midnight. Adams is 
seen falling to the ground 
and then one of the young 
men walks into the frame, 
fires off another shot and 
walks away.

Seconds later a police 
car speeds in and appre-
hends the suspects.

Burgess was recent-
ly sentenced to 28 years 
in prison after pleading 
guilty to manslaughter as 
well as an attempted mur-
der charge in an unrelated 
burglary. Barnhill is still 
awaiting sentencing March 
19 after pleading guilty to 
manslaughter.

Adams, who would 
have turned 20 last month, 
was a popular young man 
and since his death he has 

become one of the poster 
children for violence in 
southeast Queens.

“We have to ask, why 
did this happen? It’s very 
important for us to find out 
what is our purpose,” said 
southeast Queens peace ac-
tivist Erica Ford.

“It’s easy to get a gun 
and shoot someone you got 
beef with. To all the young 
brothers and sisters out 
there, it’s hard to deal with 
the beef you got with your-
self,” she said. “In the spirit 
of Darryl Adams it’s time 
to deal with the beef with 
yourself.”

Adams’ brother, Ron-
ald Merritt, said it is hard 
for people to change before 
they become the victims of 
violence.

“Nobody wants to 
hear it until it hits them 
at home,” the 26-year-old 
said.

Family of slain Jamaica teen
observe solemn anniversary
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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TimesLedger
SPECIAL SECTION
DISTRIBUTION: 
The Going Green in Queens 
editorial section will appear in 

the TimesLedger Newspapers 

on March 15th and will be 

distributed at the Exhibition 

on March 23rd.

DEADLINE: 
March 12, 2013

PUBLICATION DATE: 
March 15, 2013

For Advertising Information Call: 

718.260.4537
A CNG Publication, Produced 

by the TimesLedger Newspapers

TimesLedger 
has partnered with

The Going Green in Queens  
2013 Planning Committee, 
 Queens Civic Congress &  

The Queens Coalition for Parks

 

 

EVENT SPONSORED BY:

A GREENING, EDUCATIONAL & 
NETWORKING CONFERENCE

(Right off College Point Blvd.)

Tour of the New Pool Building

Workshops start at 11am and 1pm

Short Film Festival During the Day

For additional information regarding this event please call: 718.341.1395

#7 Train: Mets-Willets Point

Q58 Bus: Corner of College Point Blvd. and Fowler Ave.

: Ample FREE Parking

FREE
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Two unidentified men 
who were found dead in 
the remains of a brush fire 
in Howard Beach early 
Wednesday were lying face 
down and may have had a 
trash bag over them, Police 
Commission Ray Kelly said 
Wednesday.

According to the 
NYPD, the fire was report-
ed to police at 4:30 a.m. Af-
ter officials arrived at the 
scene and put out the blaze, 
they discovered the bodies 
of two black men, police 
said.

Police did not identify 
the men other than to say 
the two victims were black 
and said they were waiting 
for the medical examiner’s 
report.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
the men may not have been 
at the scene for long.

“The fire was started 
apparently to cover up the 
crime,” the DA said when 
he visited the fire site 

The New York Post re-
ported the men were found 
fully clothed, tied-up and 
lying face down.

In a brief interview, 
Kelly said the two men, 
who were found face down, 
may have been covered by a 
trash bag.

There were some re-
ports that surveillance tape 
near the brush fire had cap-

tured a van driving away 
from the scene, but police 
said they could not confirm 
these claims.

Some residents who 
live near the scene of the 
fire, at the corner of 159th 
Avenue and 78th Street in 
an undeveloped marshy 
area near the Belt Park-
way, said they suspected 
foul play in the deaths of 
the two men.

A resident who lives 
down the street watched 
as officials from the medi-
cal examiner’s office re-
trieved the bodies from the 
scorched earth and loaded 
them into a truck to remove 
them from the scene.

“It’s probably a Mafia 
thing or drugs,” he said.

John Toomey, who also 
lives a few blocks away, said 
that although the neighbor-
hood was safe, it was not 
uncommon for someone 
to be killed elsewhere and 
brought to the parkland 

later.
“This is a good dump-

ing ground since it’s out of 
the way,” he said. “They 
dump stuff here over the 
years, you know.”

By 10 a.m. there was a 
large blackened area near 
78th Street, where the fire 
had raged. Several police 
and investigators were on 
the scene and a large por-
tion of the block was roped 
off.

Peter Navarro, whose 
house was within the roped 
off area, was standing on 
his lawn with his dog on a 
leash watching the police 
activity. He said he had been 
asleep when his daughter 
burst into his room to tell 
him about the fire.

“I see through the win-
dow,” he said, saying the 
fire was large. “The fire-
men come.”

He said they put out 
the fire quickly and that he 
was not afraid.

Two people found dead 
in Howard Beach fi re

Workers from the city medical examiner’s office remove one of two bodies found in Spring Creek Park 
in Howard Beach. Photo by Christina Santucci

A Crime Scene Unit van is present at the investigation Wednesday 
morning. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Radio personality Richard Christy on the edge of Queens
BY ALAN KRAWITZ

His nickname is “creepy.” 
He loves heavy metal, horror 
movies and Halloween. Oh, and 
his day job is to make disturb-
ing prank phone calls to un-
suspecting victims across the 
country.

But there’s no need to be 
alarmed because Long Island 
City resident and Howard 
Stern Show writer/personal-
ity Richard Christy is possibly 
one of the nicest, if not the best 
known, residents to hail from 
the small Midwest town of Fort 
Scott, Kan.

Christy, 38, who moved 
to New York City in 2004 after 
winning an on-air contest for 

a job with the Stern Show on 
SiriusXM radio, was already 
well-known to fans of heavy 
metal as the highly-regarded 
drummer for bands, includ-
ing Death, Iced Earth, Control 
Denied and his latest music 
project, Charred Walls of the 
Damned.

Fans of the Stern Show 
know Christy best for his off-
beat, often irritating prank 
phone calls where he dons poor-
ly executed female, Southern 
and British accents for charac-
ters, including Simon Bucking-
ham, Rusty or Ethel Stitz.

On-air, Stern often points 
out that Christy’s characters 
and accents are virtually “in-
distinguishable,” from each 

other, somehow adding to the 
comedic element.

Among the fan’s favorite 
calls are those to regional and 
heavily Christian-themed Tra-
dio, radio swap meet programs, 
where Christy and pal Sal 
Governale routinely torment 
program hosts with an endless 
array of phony and often sexu-
ally explicit items for sale. Past 
items offered by the duo in-
cluded machines to control the 
weather and “fudge-packing” 
gizmos.

“What some fans don’t re-
alize is that we call channels 
all across the nation,” Christy 
says in a phone interview.  “We 
definitely like to catch the pro-
gram hosts off-guard. The fun 

of the calls is to see how long 
they’ll let us drone on.”

Further, Christy says that 
he and Governale regularly 
hear Tradio callers allowed to 
blather on and on.  “What we 
do,” he says, “is try and take it 
to an insane level when we call 
the shows and that’s what fans 
find really funny.”

The only drawback to the 
calls, says Christy, is when the 
duo are unable to secure per-
mission or clearance, to use the 
call on-air.

“Once in a while, people 
aren’t too happy with us af-
ter our calls,” Christy admits.  
“But, we try and give most of 
our targets a ‘cooling off’ pe-
riod before we get the permis-

sion.”
He says that many times 

they end up with “really good 
calls” that can never air. “It’s 
heart-breaking,” Christy says, 
sounding genuinely upset.

But in addition to his work 
on the Stern Show, Christy is 
becoming increasingly more 
involved in acting with small 
parts in close to a dozen re-
cent movies, including 2008’s 
“Harold and Kumar Escape 
from Guantanamo Bay,” 2009’s 
“Albino Farm” and his most 
recent movie, “Adventures of 
Serial Buddies,” scheduled to 
open Friday at AMC Theatre in 
Times Square.

Continued on Page 46

Long Island City resident Richard 
Christy is a Howard Stern Show 
writer/personality.

Photo courtesy Mike Schiff 
at M.A.S. Productions
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Whether you are an 
art aficionado or just want 
insight into the creative 
process of professional 
artists, the Diego Salazar 
Art Gallery in Long Island 
City should be your hang-
out spot for the next two 
Saturdays.

In addition to dis-
playing the works of 14 
artists in an exhibit titled 
“Long Island City Winter 
Art Show,” the gallery is 
presenting “The Satur-
day Salon Series” from 
2 p.m. until 5 p.m. both 
weekends. The series fea-
tures informal lectures 
by artists whose work 
is included in the show 
about their inspiration 
and artistic methods.

On Saturday, Costa 
Vavagiakis, a realist oil 
painter and instructor at 
The Art Students League 
in Manhattan, is sched-
uled to demonstrate por-

traiture. The following 
weekend, painter Elinore 
Schnurr will showcase 
painting using gouache, 
which is similar to wa-
tercolor but the paint is 
modified to make it non-
transparent.

Schnurr, who also cu-
rated the show, assembled 
artists who have studios in 
Long Island City or previ-
ously worked in the neigh-
borhood for the exhibit. 
As a result, many colorful 
Queens scenes adorn the 
walls at the Diego Salazar 
gallery.

Violet Baxter, a city-
scape artist, paints the 
views outside of her Long 
Island City studio. She 
builds up her canvases 
with layers of color while 
keeping a subjective eye 
on her scene. 

The work of Diane Sip-
prelle, another artist who 
lived in Long Island City 
for many years, depicts 
views from her kitchen 

window of the  train sta-
tion, and John Varriano, a 
realist painter, contributed 
several scenes from New 
York City to the show.  

“John does these city-
scapes, which are sort of 
snapshots of moments in 
the city and treats them 
in a very painterly, clas-
sic, realist kind of way, 
which is fun – kind of an 
old master’s way,” said 
Ann O’Connor, commu-
nications director at the 
gallery.

Diego Salazar Art Gal-
lery specializes in Latin 
American art and, accord-
ing to O’Connor, aims for 
30 percent of the artwork 
in all their shows to be cre-
ated by Latin American 
artists. 

In the “Long Island 
City Winter Art Show,” an 
abstract collage of shapes 
was made by Oscar Max-
era, who came to the Unit-

Diego Salazar gallery offers inspiring glimpse

Elinore Schnurr, who is standing between her pieces “Do We Care” and “Evening Sonata,” is scheduled to 
demonstrate gouache painting.  Photo by Allison PlittContinued on Page 50

The movie, billed 
as the first “serial killer 
buddy movie,” stars Ex-
tra Host Maria Menounos 
along with former Stern 
Show comic Artie Lange, 
Christopher Lloyd, Hen-
ry Winkler and “Today 
Show” host Kathie Lee 
Gifford.

“I always loved Rich-
ard Christy and his partner 
Sal Governale’s work on 
the Howard Stern Show,” 
says Extra Host Maria Me-
nounos. “As far as finding 
a role for him in the movie, 
it was a no brainer. His dif-
ferent voices and improv 
in bits on Howard proved 
he had the chops and on set 
he totally delivered.”

Christy, not wanting 
to reveal too much about 
his role, did say that he 
plays a skinhead leader in 
the movie, who is roughly 
60 pounds heavier than 
Christy is today.

“I filmed the part in 
2010 when I was close to 225 
pounds,” Christy says. “It 

will be kind of cool because 
I’ll be able to tell people I 
gained weight for the part—
just like a real actor.”

In reality, though, 
Christy says the weight 
loss was more of a positive 
lifestyle change than any-
thing else.

“At one point, I had 
gout, high blood pressure 
and high cholesterol and 
knew I had to do some-
thing. It was a wake-up 
call,” he says, crediting 
a free iPhone app called 
Lose It, for helping him to 
finally shed weight he’d 
tried for years to ditch. 
The popular app helps us-
ers monitor daily calorie 
intake and adjust the diet 
accordingly.

“I was always trying 
to lose weight but finally 
found something that 
worked for me.”

Also on the project ho-
rizon for Christy is some-
thing he’s been working on 
for years, even before his 
debut on the Stern Show.

Christy describes the 
cartoon project as part 

“heavy metal comedy” and 
part “Viking rock opera” 
dubbed “Majestic Loin-
cloth.”

“I actually started 
filming this in 2002, but 
then I moved to NYC for 
the Stern Show and that de-
layed the project for years 
until recently,” he recalls.

“Majestic Loincloth,” 
which will debut shortly 
on the Rugburn channel 
on Youtube, is a joint effort 
between Christy and fel-
low Charred Walls of the 
Damned bandmate Jason 
Suecof, who helped write 
songs for the cartoon.

“It’s amazing to see 
this thing finally come 
to life after more than 
a decade,” says Christy, 
who describes the project 
as Thundar the Barbar-
ian meets He-Man meets 
the heavy metal band 
Manowar.

“It’s a really asinine 
Viking-comedy-rock op-
era,” he adds. “For heavy 
metal fans, they’ll love it. 
It will be super over-the-
top and very cheesy.”

And, as for living in 
his cozy neighborhood in 
Long Island City, Christy 

says he’s still having a 
blast indulging in his fa-
vorite pastimes of trying 
new neighborhood eater-
ies and sampling exotic 
craft beers.

Naming some of his fa-
vorite local spots, Christy 
says he can often be found 
at Shi, Skinny’s Cantina 
or his favorite pizza place, 
Bella Via, on Vernon Blvd.

“Sal, the owner, is a 
metal-head as well as a re-
ally good friend of mine,” 

Christy explains.
In addition, Christy 

notes that the Single Cut 
Brewery in Astoria is 
“awesome,” as well as the 
Bohemian Beer Garden 
in Astoria where Christy 
recently filmed a program 
devoted to craft beers.

Asked about any fu-
ture plans, possibly af-
ter the Stern Show ends, 
as has been rumored for 
years, Christy says he’s 
just content to take one 

day at a time.  
“I enjoy working on 

the show and I’m not a big 
planner, so I just live ev-
eryday as it comes.”

For more informa-
tion on Richard Christy’s 
various entertainment 
projects, visit www.rich-
ardchristy.com. Or via his 
Twitter @CWOTD.

For information on 
his new movie Serial Bud-
dies, visit www.serialbud-
dies.com.

Continued from Page 45

RICHARD CHRISTY

Richard Christy plays a skinhead leader is “Adventures of Serial Buddies,” scheduled to open Friday. 
Photo courtesy Mike Schiff at M.A.S. Productions
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Answers in Sports

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 4.8.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 4.8.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 4.8.13

3/
8/

13
3/

8/
13

3/
8/

13
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BY ALEX PALMER

Stone sculptures and the 
process of creating them will 
be the focus of the Noguchi Mu-
seum’s final Artist in Residence 
Weekend of the season this 
weekend. 

On Saturday and Sunday, 
master stone carver Ayami 
Aoyama is scheduled to discuss 
and demonstrate techniques for 
splitting stone using basic hand 
tools. She will delve into the 
similarities and differences be-
tween her own approach to carv-
ing and that of the museum’s 
designer and namesake, the 
renowned Japanese-American 
sculptor Isamu Noguchi. 

This is the third Artist in 
Residence Weekend that the 
Noguchi Museum, located at 
9-01 33rd Road, between Ver-
non Boulevard and 10th Street, 
in Long Island City, has hosted 
in as many months. Each has 
focused on some aspect of No-

gushi’s studio practice as an art-
ist and landscape architect, with 
ceramicist Paul Chaless delving 
into his studio work in Japan 
and New York, as well as carpen-
ter and ordained Zen priest Paul 
Discoe concentrating on Nogu-
chi’s process for building a mas-
sive private home.

On Saturday, Aoyama, a 
stone sculptor now based in New 
Jersey, will demonstrate tradi-
tional Japanese techniques for 
splitting stone to create original 
sculptures. The following day, 
she will lead an artist’s talk on 
her practice and how it has been 
influenced by Noguchi himself.

“I was a trained painter in 
Japan and was going to make a 
career of that in New York,” she 
said. But after coming to the 
United States in 1996 and seeing 
Noguchi’s work, among other in-
fluences, she began to feel pulled 
to the more elemental experi-
ence of stone carving. “I said, 
‘That’s it. I have to start at the 

beginning with stone.’”
Each of the talks relates to 

the museum’s current ex-
hibition, “Hammer Chis-
el, Drill: Noguchi’s Studio 
Practice,” which explores 
Noguchi’s sculpting pro-
cess. The show includes 
photos, film footage and 
the actual hand and in-
dustrial tools he used. 
The combination of talks 
and demonstrations are a 
shared program between 
the museum’s education-
al and curatorial depart-
ments.

“It was conceived as 
a way to show how the 
tools featured in the cas-
es of the show are used in 
real life,” says Matthew 
Kirsch, associate curator 
for the Noguchi Museum. 
“There’s a huge discon-
nect between seeing the 
tools and the finished 
product, and it’s a valu-

able experience to see the art-
ist respond to materials in real 

time.”
In her talk, Aoyama expects 

to discuss how tools for stone-
work have developed over the de-
cades since Noguchi was work-
ing and how this impacts the art 
and technique itself with “less 
carving but more finishing,” as 
she describes it. Additionally, 
she plans to describe how she 
has used various tools over her 
own career trajectory from ex-
periences working under other 
sculptors to setting up her own 
studio in New Jersey.  

Aoyama will also explore 
Noguchi’s specific techniques 
and instruments, their cultural 
influences and their signifi-
cance for other artists.

“Noguchi had his own ideas 
that utilized traditional senses of 
technique, but technique that’s 
in his own voice,” she says. “The 
approach he uses may be from 
Japan, but how he uses it is to-
tally unique, with a particular 
richness.”

Noguchi Museum digs deep into stone carving artistry
Artist in Residence Weekend to feature master sculptor demonstrations behind the scenes in LIC

Artist Isamu Noguchi, who founded and de-
signed the Noguchi Museum, works in his 
Long Island City studio in the 1960s.  

Photo by Walter Reiser.

“Godspell” – The beloved 
classic from Stephen Schwartz 
(“Wicked,” “Pippin”) gets 
the St. Margaret’s School 
treatment as one of the 
most endearing shows of 
all time returns to delight 
audiences. The musical uses 
contemporary themes to 
illustrate parables and brings 
these lessons to life through 
the grand tradition of musical 
theatre.
When: Saturday, March 9 & 16, 
8pm; Sunday, March 10 & 17, 
2:30 pm; Friday March 15, 8pm
Where: St. Margaret’s School, 
66-10 80th St., between 
Juniper Valley Road and 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Cost: $15 adults, $13 seniors, 
$10 children
Contact: (718) 326-0922
Website: www.
stmargaretschoolmv.org

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 
Chabad of Long Island City 
provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Chapter book club — If you are 
a middle or high school student 
who loves to listen to stories, 
come and listen to chapter 
books. The fi rst selection is 
“The Graveyard Book” by Neil 
Gaiman.
When: March 8, 4 pm
Where: Howard Beach Public 
Library, 92-06 156th Ave., 
Howard Beach
Contact: (718) 641-7086

Wreck-It Ralph in 3D — From 
Walt Disney’s Animation studios 
comes the arcade game-
hopping journey in 3D. Wreck 
it Ralph longs to be as beloved 
as his games’ good guy Fix-It 
Felix, but nobody ever loves the 
bad guy.
When: Friday, March 8, 5 pm; 
Friday, March 15, 5 pm & Friday, 
March 22, 5 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 

Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Girl Scout Stem Day — See 
rockets fl y 30 feet in the air, 
learn about the history of 
space travel and solve design 
challenges using everyday 
materials. Preregistration is 
required.
When: March 16, 10 am to 2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

The Giglio Feast of Brooklyn: 
Building Upon Solid Roots — 
Refreshments. Dr. Salvatore 
Primeggia will lecture on the 
giglio.
When: March 17, 12 pm
Where: Christ the King High 
School, 68-02 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village
Contact: (718) 366-7400; www.
ctkrhs.org

Writing the Past: Memoirs of 
Simchas and Holidays — Best-
selling author, Laurie Graff, 
will be your guide to putting 
your stories down on paper, 
telling them from your unique 
point of view. Create your very 
own personal collection to be 
shared with family and friends 

for generations to come. Pre-
registration is required.
When: Fridays, 10 am, until 
Friday, March 22
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.centralqueensy.
org

Lucky Draw 2013 — a one of a 
kind art raffl e guarantees that 
each and every ticket holder 
walks home with a work of 
art! This fast-paced one night 
event offers fi rst time and 
seasoned collectors access to 
artworks by top emerging and 
established talent. All proceeds 
benefi t SculptureCenter. Order 
of selection determined by 
random drawing. The draw will 
commence with a live auction.
When: Tuesday, April 9, 6 pm:  
reception, 7:30 pm: drawing
Cost: $500 each or 3 tickets 
for $1,350
Where: 44-19 Purves St., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: Sculpture-Center.org

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Shangaa: Art of Tanzania 
— Surveys a vast, overlooked 
region of African art.
When: Tuesdays – Fridays, 10 
am, Saturdays and Sundays, 
12 pm, from Friday, Feb. 22 to 
Friday, May 17
Where: Queensborough 
Community College, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 631-6396

The Train from Auschwitz — 
Sculpture and video interpret 
the artist’s father’s journey to 
the death camp.
When: March 10, 1 pm
Where: Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center & Archives, 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 281-5770; www.
qcc.cuny.edu/HRCA/Default.htm

Broadway Billboard — 
For Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s Broadway Billboard, 
photographer Catherine Opie 
has created a mise-en-scène 
of epic scope, drama, and 
mystery. Nature and artifi ce, 
light and darkness are just 
some of the contradictory 
elements of Opie’s image that 
create an ominous tableau for 
us to contemplate.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT The Gem of Queens... Nestled on the Water

Fine Waterfront Italian Dining

CELEBRATE 
St. Patrick’s Day 
featuring a Special Menu Selection

Now Proudly Pouring All Your Favorite 
Cocktails from Our Full Bar!

The Best, Largest Variety of All Your 
Favorite Brunch and Lunch Dishes Coming 

Soon! Join Us for Saturday and Sunday 
Brunch Buffet Starting March 24th.

Cannot be used on St. Patrick’s Day. One Coupon Per Table Per Visit. 
Not to be Combined with Any Other Offers or Specials. 

Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. Expires 4/8/13.

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Open Tuesday - Sunday, 4-10pm for Dinner, 
Saturday - Sunday 12-3pm for Brunch

Party room for Up to 40 People
Free Parking for your Car or Boat

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY  11357

718.767.3100

(Min. $60)
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33.  Teen chaser?
34.  Destiny
35.  Bunches
36.  West Point letters
37.  Broadway lead
38.  "Be well"
42.  Modify
43.  Skater Harding and 
 others
44.  Sentence enders
45.  Majestic
48.  Look up to
49.  Candidate lists
50.  Smell and sight, e.g.
53.  Jack of  rhyme
55.  Pool measurement
57.  "American ___"
58.  "The Simpsons" bus 
 driver
59.  MGM founder Marcus
60.  Economic stat
61.  Harper or Spike

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Mar. 8-14, 2013

By Pete Canty 

All Levels of Enforcement

Across
1.  Peter the Great, e.g.
5.  Start from scratch
9.  Comes before rain or 
 rock
13.  City near Lake Tahoe
14.  City on the Mohawk
16.  Alone
17.  "___ Karenina"
18.  Moisten, as a turkey
19.  Signs, as a contract
20.  Hazzard's Rosco P. 
 Coltrane, e.g.
23.  Blackboard accessory
24.  Campbell's metal
25.  An end to sex?
28.  Erie Canal mule
29.  Departed
32.  Maine national park
34.  United States 
 Marshal, e.g.
36.  Court grp.
39.  Feel sick
40.  Barely beat
41.  Highway patrolman, 
 often
46.  Get by
47.  Dance bit
48.  Jerk
51.  Exist
52.  Connections
54.  Enigma
56.  One of  NY's Finest, e.g.
60.  Hefty competitor
62.  ___-Detoo
63.  Cherry centers
64.  Famous fiddler
65.  Full
66.  Family follower
67.  Spa treatment

68.  AAA offerings
69.  Shell alternative
Down
1.  Outlines
2.  Madrid madame
3.  Once a year
4.  Horse colors
5.  Grapefruit variety
6.  Itinerary info
7.  Gossip
8.  Four duos
9.  "Yeah, right!"
10.  Trusted, with "in"
11.  Sort
12.  Tres - uno
15. Like some photographs
21.  Marketing prefix
22.  Ancient Peruvian
26.  Half  a prison?
27.  Buddy
30.  Dread
31.  Green Day and  
 others, e.g.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

E-XTRA
O P A L D E M O S H A G
R A V E E R U P T L A D E
B R O A D C A S T E I N O N
S A N D A L T I E P O R T

E L I A M U D P I E S
R U N N I N G L A P S E
A P E S E R E T R I E D
C O E D S I T E D Y O G A
E N D O F I D E S W O N

G U I L T Y P L E A S E
P A L E R M O S O I L
A S I A A C T S C E N E S
U S E R M A I N E E V E N T
S A G E S T E E R E R I E
E Y E D E R O S N O D S

ed States from Argentina 
many years ago.

The show also fea-
tures Sandra Mack-Va-
lencia, a native of Co-
lombia who does 
narrative painting 
about the female 
identity. Her work 
can be humorous, 
such as the “The 
Wedding Picture,” 
where there is a 
happy couple in 
one corner and 
demons ready to 
grab them in an-
other.

Ragnar La-
gerblad hails from 
Brazil and works 
with ceramic and 
gold leaf. Inspired 
by his childhood 
love of bugs, he 
contributed a se-
ries of self-por-
traits, some of 
which show him 
possessing attri-
butes of insects. 

In addition, Mary Di-
doardo’s work is a series of 
heads.

Among the American 
artists in the show is Joe 
Handorff, who sewed to-
gether a pirate scene that 

hangs from the gallery’s 
ceiling. Last year he won a 
Joan Mitchell Grant to in-
corporate embroidery into 
his pieces, and this is the 
first time he is displaying 
this type of artwork.

Preston Trombly, 
another American artist 
who presented a series of 

Continued from Page 46

Diego Salazar gallery

Violet Baxter, the artist who created “Night Lights III,” was on hand to speak 
about her work Saturday. Image courtesy Diego Salazar Art Gallery 

abstract paintings he cre-
ated on newspapers, is 
also a musician. His craft 
inspired him to assemble 
a dynamic collage of piano 
keys and strings.

The only photogra-
pher in the show is Jean-
Marie Guyaux, whose fea-
tured work is photographs 

of bullet holes.
And Noriko Kure-

sumi, a Japanese sculptor 
who works with porcelain, 
contributed a series of por-
celain sculptures called 
“Sea of Memory.” 

Although every piece 
of her work has been sold , 
they are still on display in 

the gallery throughout the 
show, which is scheduled 
to run until Mar. 16.

The Diego Salazar Art 
Gallery is located at 21-25 
44th Avenue in Long Island 
City.  Tel:  (718) 937-9077. The 
gallery’s website is https://
www.facebook.com/Di-
egoSalazarArtGallery.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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BT

A new school for mixed-
martial arts, American 
Top Team, held its grand 
opening in Whitestone last 
month.

And although the facil-
ity bears a striking resem-
blance to a gym — with in-
structors leading students 
in exercises and equipment 
such as boxing bags lining 
the walls — the school’s 
owner and top instructor 
cautioned against using 
the term.

“It’s not a gym, this 
place. It’s a team,” said Da-
vid Martucci, who owns the 
Whitestone facility, at 13-15 
131st St., and another in 
Jackson Square, L.I.

He explained that 
instead of students being 
identified by numbers on 
their gym membership 
cards, his style was to pro-
vide a place where every-
one knew everyone else by 
name. It was so close-knit, 
he said, that instructors 
would call students who 
missed a class to see if they 
were OK.

And, indeed, as Mar-
tucci spoke, he often had 

to pause in mid-sentence to 
greet a student who came 

over to say hello or give a 
high-five.

Martucci said this ap-
proach helps clients get 
results, and he expects the 
Queens facility to have the 
same friendly atmosphere 
as the one on Long Island.

“It’s going to be a great 
thing for the community,” 
he said.

David Martucci grew 
up in Whitestone and said 
he took his first martial 
arts class in Flushing 
when he was 13. Since then, 
he has gone on to train in 
multiple martial arts and 
other disciplines around 
the world, including box-
ing in Cuba, jiujitsu in 
Brazil and kickboxing in 
Thailand.

He said he brought the 
American Top Team school 
to the borough because he 
saw a huge demand. Some 
of his students in the Long 
Island school were coming 
out from Queens, he said, 
and he said he went straight 
to Whitestone to try to find 
a space.

“I knew I wanted Whit-
estone because I knew the 
demographic because I 
grew up here,” he said.

The school is on the 
second floor of a nonde-
script building surrounded 
by a mix of warehouses, ga-
rages and detached houses, 
and Martucci described it 
as having a “raw” look to 
it.

Inside, the training 
area is one large room, 
with separate areas set up 
for different disciplines. It 
boasts a 22-foot competition 
boxing cage and premium 
bags, a full CrossFit section 
with finished wood lanes, 
high-quality zebra floor 
mats for martial arts train-
ing and even a section out-
side for workouts.

Martucci said he was 
happy with how the grand 
opening was going, with 
many newcomers coming 
out as well as several of his 
students from the Long Is-
land school.

“My students are so 
loyal,” he said. “I’m a very 
blessed guy.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

MMA school offers close-knit community
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg visited 
Long Island City Mon-
day to break ground 
on the first two mid-
dle-income apartment 
buildings in Hunters 
Point South, a highly 
anticipated mixed-use 
development.

“Over the years 
there have been many 
plans for Hunters Point 
South, all of them good, 
some of them better than others, but none 
of them realized until now,” Bloomberg 
said.

The mayor shoveled the first mounds 
of dirt at the construction site on 51st Av-
enue near 2nd Street with the developers 
and the borough officials. The new build-
ings, part of an extensive first phase that 
also includes a waterfront park and the 
1,100-seat IS/HS 404, will have 925 afford-
able housing units and 17,000 square feet 
of retail space. The buildings are expected 

to be open to tenants 
within two years.

“In just a few 
years, Hunters Point 
South will have all 
the markings of a 
great community,” 
Bloomberg said.

The mayor also 
revealed that the city 
would be putting out 
a request for propos-
als next month for the 
second phase of the 
project, which will be 
located south of Bor-

den Avenue and will include a mixture of 
middle-income and market rate housing.

The middle-income housing is de-
signed to be affordable to families who 
make between $33,200 and $190,000 a year. 
Originally, the first two buildings were 
meant to have a mix of this middle-income 
housing combined with market rate hous-
ing, but the developers — Phipps Houses, 
Monadnock Construction and Related Cos. 
— decided to make the units in the first two 
buildings completely middle income.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (fourth from r.) 
shovels dirt with city and Queens officials 
and developers on the construction site for 
the first housing units at the Hunters Point 
South development. Photo by Rebecca Henely

LIC’s Hunters Pt South 
to get fi rst housing units

profusely.”
Police then found 

Douglaston resident Jo-
seph Spione, 36, about a 
block away and slapped 
him with a lengthy list of 
charges, including assault 
and possession of drugs, 
according to a criminal 
complaint from the Queens 
district attorney.

Spione had metha-
done pills, an opiate, and 
what cops called an edged 
weapon with him, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for 
the NYPD.

The victim was rushed 
to the hospital, where doc-
tors performed emergency 
surgery on his neck, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Spione was charged 
with felony assault, men-
acing, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance, harassment and 
disorderly conduct, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

Bartenders along Bell 
Boulevard were not happy 
to hear of the violence, 

with one suggesting the po-
lice should focus more on 
the sidewalks outside the 
neighborhood’s many wa-
tering holes instead of pull-
ing people over to check for 
drunk driving.

But at the same time, 
few were surprised.

“There is always going 
to be bar fights because al-
cohol is involved,” said one 
barkeep, who did not want 
to be identified by name. 
“That’s why we have some 
of the best bouncers in 
town.”

The bartender added 
that both men and women 
contribute to some of the 
fisticuffs that periodically 
erupt along Bayside’s main 
drag and added, “Legal-

ize pot for God’s sake. You 
don’t see anyone fighting 
over that.”

The Bell Boulevard 
bar scene in the late 1980s 
and 1990s is the stuff of 
legend, according to many 
who witnessed the revelry 
firsthand. Partygoers from 
the Bronx to Long Island 
would descend on Bayside’s 
many taverns in droves, 
filling the streets even on 
weeknights.

And while some bar-
tenders said the streets are 
much safer than during the 
area’s heyday, others said 
the sidewalks — and their 
cash registers — feel a little 
empty.

Reach reporter Joe 

Dan’s Supreme, could not 
come to terms with Lana 
Terrace on conditions for 
a new lease, according to 
those involved in the nego-
tiations, and the store was 
closed.

But the lease was valid 
until the end of 2012, which 
is why the store sat empty. 
Prior to signing with Good 
Fortune, the owners of the 
former Key Food had put up 
large signs in the store win-
dows, visible from the road, 
that read: “Lost our lease.”

Transitions between 
grocery store owners have 
caused tension in Flush-
ing.

After a Key Food on 
the corner of Roosevelt 
Avenue and Bowne Street 
was shuttered in 2010 and 
an Asian grocery store 
called New York Mart took 
its place, rallies and com-
munity meetings followed 
as residents complained of 
the lack of what they called 
American products and a 
lack of English labels on 

food items.
But Ken Schuckman of 

Schuckman Realty said he 
was commissioned by Lana 
Terrace to find the perfect 
fit for the rapidly changing 
neighborhood, and scoured 
the tri-state area to ensure 
both the old and new resi-
dents could find groceries 
at the store.

“I though that Good 
Fortune would be the best 
complement to both popula-
tions,” he said, adding that 
the owners have promised 
to carry some American-
style groceries.

A November 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
report chronicled the de-
mographic changes that 

have undergone in the area 
surrounding the Parsons 
Boulevard site.

The U.S. census shows 
that in the area bounded 
by the Whitestone Ex-
pressway, the Cross Island 
Parkway, 150th Street and 
roughly the borders of the 
Mitchell-Linden co-op and 
condo complex, the popu-
lation of white residents 
declined about 30 percent 
over the last decade, drop-
ping from about 12,500 in 
2000 to about 9,200 in 2010.

But the population of 
Asian residents grew by 80 
percent over the same time 
period from about 5,800 in 
2000 to about 10,400 in 2010, 
according to the census.

A late-night assault with a sharp object on Bell Boulevard left one 
man injured, according to police and the district attorney. 

Photo by Christina Santucci Good Fortune Supermarket is set to take the place of the shut-
tered Key Food.

Continued from Page 1

Key Food
Continued from Page 1

Stab

BIG BUCKS IN BAYSIDE
Members of Bell Boulevard’s new Atlantic Bank celebrate a ceremonial ribbon-cutting at its 
grand opening Wednesday. Photo courtesy Atlantic Bank

The Glen Oaks Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps is looking for members of the Glen Oaks; 
Floral Park; Bellerose; Oakland Gardens; New 
Hyde Park, L.I.; and North Shore Towers com-
munities to join its volunteer team.

It will provide the necessary training 
and participants will have access to opportu-
nities for further training and participation.

If you are over 14 and want to help your 

community, please call 718-347-1637 or visit the 
corps headquarters at 257-02 Union Tnpk. in 
Floral Park, across from the Glen Oaks Shop-
ping Center.

Members are available after 7 p.m. Sun-
day to Friday and 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. on Satur-
day for inquiries and to provide membership 
applications.

Volunteer ambulance service seeks new members
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recovery further down the 
line depending on how long 
they last, but at this point it 
is not clear.

“It’s hard to say how 
that would impact [recov-
ery],” he said, adding “Se-
questration is not going to 
affect us next month.”

Queens organizations 
that receive direct funding 
from Washington and some 
of the most vulnerable in 
the borough stand to be hit 
the hardest.

Seth Bornstein runs 
the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp., a non-
profit that runs programs 
all around the borough to 
promote small business 
growth, and said about 
25 percent of his funding 
comes from the federal gov-
ernment.

“Our programs will be 
cut. We get funding from 
the Small Business Admin-
istration,” he said. “Our 
ability to provides services 
counseling and workshops 

will be impacted.”
A spokesman for U.S. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) said the state’s 
Women, Infants and Chil-
dren food program could 
be forced to deny 775,000 ap-
plications under the low-in-
come service and approxi-
mately $1.4 million could be 
cut from the state’s Nutri-
tion for Seniors program.

North Shore-LIJ 
Health Systems anticipates 
it could lose between $87 
million and $97 million a 
year across its facilities in 
the metropolitan area.

Spokesman Terry 
Lynam said the cuts come 
at an unfortunate time 
when the senior popula-
tion is growing as the baby 
boomers age, but pointed 
out that the healthy system 
would find ways to absorb 
the cuts.

“We are preparing. 
Everybody has been asked 
to put a list of areas where 
we can cut back,” he said, 
adding the health system 
will look to spread the re-
ductions out over support 
services. “Things like mar-
keting and PR.”

lose $17 million; vaccina-
tions for children could 
be reduced by about 7,170 
for a host of diseases; and 
medical research, as $167 
million in grants, could be 

slashed from the National 
Institutes of Health.

Area hospitals would 
also be affected, but a 
spokesman for North 
Shore-LIJ Heath Systems 
said the sequester spending 
cuts would not compromise 
patient care.

“We are not going to 
lay off any nurses or doc-

tors or hospital staff,” said 
Terry Lynam. “The cuts 
will amount to just over 
1 percent of our total rev-
enue, which is about our 
profit margin.”

Lynam said North 
Shore invests all of its prof-
its back into its facilities 
and the cuts would wipe 
out that money. This would 

prevent the health system 
from expanding current fa-
cilities and thwart its abil-
ity to open new centers.

“It will impact the 
areas we serve, including 
Queens,” he said. “But ex-
actly how it will affect our 
communities, it’s too pre-
mature to tell.”

for the entire region ravaged 
by the storm in the Sandy 
aid package. Although the 
Community Development 
Fund did receive $965 mil-
lion in cuts under seques-
tration, which leaves $18.3 
billion in its total fund, it is 
still not known whether the 
$16 billion for Sandy will be 
affected by those cuts, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman 

for U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.).

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said last month 
that the city plans to spend 
its initial round of com-
munity development block 
grants for Sandy aid on 
housing and business re-
covery and infrastructure 
resiliency.

About $3 billion was 
cut from the entire Sandy 
aid package.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis), co-chair-
man of the task force, also 

said he believed the com-
munity development block 
grants for Sandy recovery 
were safe, as are payments 
from the national flood in-
surance program.

But he said long-term 
recovery projects — includ-
ing those that would pro-
tect the city against future 
storms, such as strength-
ening electrical systems 
against power outages — 
may be affected if Congress 
does not pass a budget that 
addresses the across-the-
board-cuts. And he said 

there may be a “trickle 
down” effect for hurricane 
victims in terms of federal 
agency cuts.

Ultimately, he said he 
did not think it would come 
to that, but he cautioned 
it is still early to know ex-
actly how the cuts will play 
out.

“This is a gray area for 
all of us,” he said. “We’ve 
never been through seques-
tration before.”

ment of the race when he 
was backed by Local 3 of 
the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers, 
the largest union in the 
borough by the candidate’s 
count.

“Working people in 

Queens need a borough 
president that understands 
their concerns and will 
work constantly on their 
behalf. Barry Grodenchik 
gets it,” said Christopher 
Erikson, business manager 
of the union. “And we are 
going to do everything we 
can to elect Barry.”

A newcomer also 
joined the fray last week. 

Everly Brown, a real es-
tate agent who has run for 
several offices — some as a 
Republican — announced 
Monday he would join the 
Democratic field. Brown 
has run for Senate, state 
Assembly, Council and 
Queens district attorney. 
During his 2003 Coun-
cil race, he raised nearly 
$60,000.

This time around, 
Brown said as a small busi-
ness owner he would not be 
beholden to special inter-
ests like his opponents, ac-
cording to the campaign.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

ensure constituent servic-
es were effective in north-
east Queens communities 
for seniors, the disabled, 
immigrants and beyond. 
While working for David 
Weprin when he served in 
the Council, Shafran said 
he promoted the expan-
sion of senior services and 
programs to bolster small 
businesses while still pre-
serving the character and 

quality of the neighbor-
hoods they served.

In a sitdown with 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
Shafran said he would fo-
cus much of his campaign 
on advocating for seniors, 
immigrants and city stu-
dents.

If elected, Shafran said 
he would prioritize educa-
tion, seniors, job growth 
and transportation as key 
budgetary items in north-
east Queens.

In the classroom, 
Shafran said parents de-
served more input on how 

the city plans to improve 
the quality of education 
throughout the borough. 
Though the district he is 
running in includes two of 
the city’s highest scoring 
school districts, in Dis-
tricts 25 and 26, the Bayside 
native said overcrowding 
paired with a lack of ad-
equate resources has put a 
handicap on the learning 
process.

On the same topic of 
providing resources that 
northeast Queens may 
have been lacking, Shafran 
said he would work to bring 

more transportation op-
tions such as bus services 
to the community to spur 
economic growth to those 
most vulnerable, including 
seniors.

“We need to provide 
more services to allow our 
seniors to age with safety 
and care,” Shafran said.

So far, Shafran has 
collected endorsements 
from several labor groups, 
including the Teamsters 
Joint Council 16 and UFCW 
Local 1500, one of the state’s 
largest grocery workers 
union.

very much wrapped up in 
Bayside.”

Frank Skala, who sits 
on CB 11 and serves as pres-
ident of the East Bayside 
Homeowners Association, 
has had his hand in Bayside 
affairs for decades and said 
he would remember Ben 
Fried as a good business-
man, friend and advocate.

“He was a legend in 
Bayside and a known cur-
mudgeon,” Skala said. 
“He would tell you what 
he thought and didn’t care 
if you liked it or not. He 
was a self-made success in 
the business world and he 
knew what he was talking 
about.”

Another Bayside ac-
tivist, Mandingo Tshaka, 
described Fried as an icon 
of northeast Queens and 
said he had made Bell Bou-
levard his sanctuary.

“He had himself a good 
business that had been on 
Bell since I was a child,” 
Tshaka said. “He was one 
of the foundations for activ-

ity along the boulevard.”
Just days before he 

died, Jack Fried said his 
dad still made sure to pass 
his message along to his 
four great-grandchildren, 
telling them to be leaders 
in all they did and to never 
fear to be bashful.

Ian Schombs, one of 
Ben Fried’s great-grand-
children, has been carrying 
on the same legacy at the 
grade school level. When 
his Long Island elementary 
school had changed to a dif-
ferent lunch plan, Ian went 
as far as collecting more 
than 100 signatures from 
his classmates to fight for 
food freedom for him and 
his friends, his mother 
Amy Schombs said.

Lessons like that, she 
said, have made an ever-
lasting impact on genera-
tions to come.

“People have a lot to 
say about what’s going on 
in the world, but I think my 
grandpa knew he could not 
just say it, but do it,” Amy 
Schombs said. “He was 
always ready to fight for 
whatever the latest cause 
was and he always got it 
done.”

his sentence, he will likely 
be deported, according to 
a Flushing activist named 
Michael Chu.

Chu and a group of 
Flushing residents were a 

constant presence through-
out the four-week trial. Chu 
had maintained that the Lis 
fell through the cracks of 
the legal system and were 
being taken advantage of 

by the prosecution. He col-
lected enough money to 
spring Ying Li on bail and 
pay some legal fees.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bayside played from 

behind nearly the entire 
game, and despite multiple 
comeback attempts could 
not advance to the semifi-
nals.

The No. 6-seeded 
Commodores fell 61-55 to 
No. 3 Curtis in the PSAL 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
quarterfinals at St. John’s 
University Saturday af-
ternoon. Brandon King 
scored 21 points, Cantrell 
Barker had 11 and Austin 
Williams chipped in nine 
for Bayside, which led only 
twice.

“We kept trying to 
come from behind,” Wil-
liams said. “We were mak-
ing a run.”

Bayside Coach Cory 
Semper thought the refer-
ees did not aid his team’s 
hopes of rallying. Com-

modore players were twice 
called for technical fouls 
for jawing with Curtis 
players. Semper believed 
his kids should have at 
least gotten a warning.

“I don’t feel we got a 
fair shake on that twice,” 
he said.

Bayside pulled within 
49-47 with 4:57 remain-
ing on a Williams layup, 
but Daqauise Andrews 
was called for a technical 
foul when Semper said he 
never said a word. Curtis’ 
Benjamin Ellis hit both 
free throws and the War-
riors went on a 6-0 run to 
grab at 54-46 lead with 2:51 
left to play.

“That last [tech] killed 
us,” the coach said.

The Commodores (21-
4) made one more push, 
cutting the lead made by 
Curtis (26-4) to 59-55 with 
36.8 seconds left. King’s 

three-pointer from the left 
side was off the mark and 
Bayside never got closer.

Jermaine Anthony 
Huff led Curtis with 19 
points. Rhode Island-
bound forward Hassan 
Martin had just 11 points, 
but he put his stamp on the 
game late with two blocks 
and a thunderous one-
handed slam.

Williams was proud of 
his team’s season. Bayside 
won its first PSAL Queens 
borough title and has es-
tablished itself as one of 
the city’s top programs.

“I’m proud we came 
this far,” Williams said. 
“A lot of people doubted us. 
Freshman year we didn’t 
even make the playoffs. 
This year we made it to St. 
John’s.”

Thomas Jefferson 
64, Benjamin Cardozo 
60: Jaquan “Son Son” 

Lynch’s floater with 40 sec-
onds left in overtime sent 
No. 2 Jefferson (25-5) to the 
semifinals. No. 7 Cardozo, 
playing without suspend-
ed Coach Ron Naclerio, 
led 19-2 early in the second 
quarter, only to watch the 
Orange Wave creep back 
into the game.

Jefferson took its first 
lead with 38 seconds left in 
regulation on a jumper by 
Nazai Stokes, who scored 
20 points. The Judges (23-
5) forced overtime, thanks 
to Danny Janel’s tip in 
with 19.2 seconds to go and 
his block of down the other 
end.

Cardozo had a chance 
to tie the score late in over-
time, but a three-pointer 
by Omar Williams (13 
points) was off target. Kyle 
Credle also had 13 points 
and Darnell Holmes added 
10 for Cardozo.

Bayside comeback falls short 
Commodores knocked out in PSAL quarterfi nal game against Curtis

Bayside’s Gagandeep Singh reacts to the Commodores’ loss in the PSAL quarterfinals. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
One more win and 

two more points might 
have meant the return 
of legendary Coach Jack 
Curran to the Archbishop 
Molloy bench.

He will have to wait 
until next year after the 
Stanners dropped a heart-
breaking 67-66 defeat to 
Cardinal Hayes in the 
CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional boys’ basketball 
quarterfinals at Fordham 
University Sunday.

“I wanted it badly,” 
said junior guard C.J. Da-
vis, who scored 23 points. 
“If we had won this game, 
he would have been able to 
coach next game. He would 
have been back.”

Curran hasn’t been 
with the team since he 
slipped, fell and fractured 
his kneecap in late Febru-
ary. Molloy athletic direc-
tor and acting head Coach 
Mike McCleary said Cur-
ran, who is using a walker, 
thought about coming back 
for the quarterfinals.

“I think he is going to 
be real soon,” McCleary 
said. “Unfortunately, it 
will be for the baseball 
season.”

Chaz Watler, who had 
17 points, pulled Molloy 

with 67-66 with 57 seconds 
left in the game. The Stan-
ners had one final chance 
to score with 4.8 seconds 
remaining after a Hayes 
turnover and Molloy 
time-out when Watler was 
trapped along the sideline.

Marko Kozul (12 
points) caught a side in-
bounds pass at the free 
throw line and looked for 
cutters Davis and Walter. 
With them covered he had 
to pass to Isacha Tucker, 
who missed a contested 
three-pointer from the top 
of the key.

“C.J. looked pretty 
open to me, but Marko 
didn’t see him,” McCleary 
said. “You can’t fault him 
for that. He was guarded 
pretty well.”

Davis did all he could 
to bring the Stanners (19-
6) a win. The junior guard 
scored 14 of his 23 points in 
the third quarter, includ-
ing a three-point play off 
his own free throw miss.

“Once I hit my first 
shot, it was like, ‘All right, 
I have the touch now,’” Da-
vis said.

He picked up his 
fourth foul with 7:19 left 
in the final quarter. Mc-
Cleary said it halted some 
of his momentum when he 

Stanners eliminated 
during quarterfi nal

Molloy’s Chaz Davis takes a shot at the foul line. 
Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 56
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The Judges boys’ bas-
ketball coach was unfairly 
suspended for two playoff 
games for throwing the 
runner-up plaque after his 
club’s controversial Queens 
title game loss to rival Bay-
side. A clear foul wasn’t 
called on an Omar Wil-
liams three-pointer with 
Cardozo down just one with 
seconds left to play.

Coach Ron Naclerio 
sat out the Judges’ over-
time win over Kennedy 
in the second round of the 
PSAL AA city playoffs and 
its heartbreaking 64-60 
overtime loss to Thomas 
Jefferson in the quarterfi-

nals Saturday. His players 
wanted him there.

“I’m really disappoint-
ed in the PSAL after all the 
years he’s given to them 
that made the PSAL stron-
ger,” senior guard Kyle Cre-
dle said.

The over-excitable and 
high-energy coach paid too 
big a price for losing his 
cool in a moment of frustra-
tion. Naclerio didn’t fling 
the plaque violently. The 
sound of it hitting the hard-
wood floor was still unmis-
takable and he got into a 
short yelling match with a 
PSAL official afterward.

People have gotten less 
for doing worse. Simply be-
ing ejected from the contest 
would have cost him just 
one game by league rules. 
That would have been fair.

“For him not to be 
here for [the senior’s] last 
game is a little hard,” said 

red-eyed Cardozo assistant 
Coach Michael Blisset.

Two weeks ago, Na-
clerio had scouted Jefferson 
while Cardozo took on Ken-
nedy. That day he got inter-
mittent updates about his 
team’s game. He spent that 
evening listening to music 
and praying Our Fathers 
and the Prayer for Surren-

der on his drive from East 
New York to a function at 
Sylvia’s Restaurant in Man-
hattan. Later that night, he 
received a text saying Car-
dozo had won, allowing him 
to celebrate in the street.

On Saturday, Naclerio 
spent the day at home 
watching former Judges 
star James Southerland 

and Syracuse play Louis-
ville. He cut off all commu-
nication about the quarter-
final.

This time when he 
turned on his phone, he 
saw that his team had not 
found success on the court. 
Still, his admiration for his 
kids was the same.

“I’m very proud,” Na-

clerio said. “There might 
not be a better way to lose.”

The Cardozo players 
did everything they could 
to extend their season. The 
Judges raced out to a 19-2 
lead in the second quar-
ter, only to see it wither 
away. Defeat in regulation 
seemed certain, but a late 
tip and a block in by Dan-
ny Janel forced overtime. 
Omar Williams couldn’t 
get a potential tying three-
pointer to go down in the 
extra session.

“We are better than 
what people say,” Credle 
said. “Even though we went 
down, we went down with a 
fight.”

The Judges didn’t leave 
with the win or their coach 
back, but they earned the 
respect they were looking 
for.
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Cardozo coach’s punishment by league unreasonable
Players disappointed that Judges’ Ron Naclerio misses his team’s overtime loss in quarterfi nals

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Cardozo’s Darnell Holmes (r.) tries to shoot over Thomas Jefferson’s Kareem Johnakin. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY MIKE MORTON
 
Archbishop Molloy 

couldn’t complete its quest 
for a diocesan title.

The Stanners beat 
Bishop Ford in a tiebreak-
er game for the regular 
season crown two weeks 
ago, but dropped a dra-
matic 51-45 decision to the 
Falcons in the Brooklyn/
Queens Division I girls’ 
basketball final Saturday 
at St. John’s Prep.

Despite the best efforts 
of senior Amani Tatum, 
who scored a game-high 24 
points, the Stanners could 
not handle Ford’s tandem 
of Aaliyah Jones and Aali-
yah Lewis. Jones, who was 
suspended for fighting 
and missed the tiebreak-
er, scored a team-high 16 
points and Lewis added 14 
for the Falcons (21-7).

In a game that was 
tightly contested through-
out, the Stanners could 
not hold on to a 41-39 lead 
with under four minutes 
remaining.

“I thought that we 
played hard, I thought 
that we left it all out on the 
floor,” Molloy Coach Scott 
Lagas said.

The Stanners (20-7) ex-
perienced an uncharacter-
istically poor performance 
from Carolyn Gallagher. 
The Columbia-bound for-
ward scored just six points 
in the loss, which left Tat-
um to pick up the slack.

“She’s got a lot of 
heart,” Lagas said of Tat-
um, who will be playing 
at James Madison next 
fall. “When the team’s not 
doing well, she wants to 
try to carry them on her 
shoulders. She cares so 
much about the team and 
so much about winning 
that she tries to do what-
ever she can.”

Molloy was also 
plagued by foul trouble, as 
sophomore Aryn McClure 
fouled out in the fourth 
quarter on a questionable 
call, which Lagas believes 
shifted the momentum in 
Ford’s favor.

“After that, things 
just started to fall apart a 

little bit,” he said.
St. John’s Prep falls 

to Kearney in Division 
II final: Carla Marfe laid 
on the ground next to her 
team’s bench, writhing 
in pain with tears flow-
ing down her cheeks after 
the third quarter. The St. 
John’s Prep senior had re-
injured a sprained ankle, 
triggering emotions of 
frustration and pain as 
her team trailed by 17.

Marfe could have de-
cided she didn’t want to 
play the end of the game, 
but she instead decided to 
gut out the fourth quarter 
of St. John’s Prep’s 44-33 
loss to Bishop Kearney.

Marfe limped through 
the fourth quarter and 
scored a game-high 23 
points in the loss. Jennifer 
Kaye paced Kearney with 
15 points off the bench and 
Christina Heyer had nine.

“Sometimes she over-
does it,” Red Storm head 
Coach Ed Flood said of 
Marfe. “Her enthusiasm 
gets the best of her. She’s 
always in every play.”

Archbishop Molloy drops diocesan fi nal to Ford
returned with 5:45 remain-
ing.

Hayes star guard 
Shavar Newkirk never let 
down. He scored 28 points, 
including a banked-in 
three-quarter-court shot, 
to tie the score at 52-52 
after three for the Cardi-
nals (21-7). He tormented 
the Stanners with fearless 
drives to the hoop.

“We couldn’t stay in 
front of him,” McCleary 
said. “If he looks fast 
around our guys, he’s 
fast.”

Christ the King 82, 
St. Peter’s 66: Jon Severe 
scored 14 points and Rawle 
Alkins dropped in 13 for 
Christ the King (23-3).

Isaiah Colbert had 11 
points and Jordan Fuchs 
added 10.

The Royals advance to 
face Cardinal Hayes in the 
semifinals.

Glenn Sanabria paced 
St. Peter’s (17-12) with 23 
points and Reilly Walsh 
and Jack Shanahan added 
10.

Continued from Page 55

Molloy

Bishop Ford’s Aaliyah Lewis  (r.) looks for the basket as she 
passes Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher (l.) and Patti Dorgler. 

Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The St. John’s men’s 

basketball team will be 
without its leading scorer 
for the remainder of the 
season as the school an-
nounced the suspension of 
sophomore guard D’Angelo 
Harrison last week.

Harrison, who is aver-
aging 17.8 points per game 
and 4.3 rebounds, will miss 
the Red Storm’s remain-
ing regular season games, 

the Big East tournament 
and any other post-season 
play. He was reportedly 
suspended for a pattern of 
conduct that was viewed 
as detrimental to the team, 
including his emotional 
on-court personality.

“I had a productive 
meeting with D’Angelo 
[last Thursday],” St. John’s 
Coach Steve Lavin said. 
“He has a bright future in 
basketball and I’m opti-
mistic his time away from 

our team will be of value.”
The loss of Harri-

son could severely hurt 
the Johnnies’ chances of 
reaching the NCAA tour-
nament for the second 
time in Lavin’s three-year 
tenure at the school. St. 
John’s is 16-12 and 8-8 in 
the Big East and currently 
on the outside looking in 
on the tournament. The 
Johnnies fell 62-59 on the 
road to Providence Sat-
urday in their first game 
without Harrison.

But it wasn’t all bad 
news for St. John’s last 
week.

The school learned 
that the NCAA granted 
6-foot-9 forward Orlando 
Sanchez a year of eligibili-
ty, which will be used next 
season. It was the end of a 
long process after it was 
ruled that Sanchez’s eligi-
bility was used up because 
of his two seasons compet-
ing at Monroe College and 
two stints with the Do-
minican Republic national 

team, including just 3:38 of 
playing time in 2010. San-
chez averaged 10.2 points 
per game and 8 rebounds 
last year at Monroe.

“It’s big news,” the 
24-year-old Sanchez said. 
“I can play next year. I’m 
so happy. I’m going to call 
my grandma right now 
and tell her the great news. 
I’m going to tell them, ‘I’m 
free. I can play.’”

St. John’s appealed 

the initial ruling in No-
vember. That was denied 
until the school, with help 
from lawyer Robert Orr, 
an eligibility specialist, 
provided new documenta-
tion. St. John’s was able to 
show Sanchez’s personal 
circumstances and lim-
ited competition with the 
national team warranted 
him eligibility. The NCAA 
was working under rules 
limiting the participation 

of students who enroll in a 
U.S. college after age 21.

“We are grateful that 
he will be able to contrib-
ute on the court next sea-
son, as well as pursue his 
dream of earning his col-
lege degree,” Lavin said. 
“We are proud of how Or-
lando demonstrated pa-
tience and grace during 
this process.”

St. John’s guard D’Angelo Harrison (l.), shown talking with head 
Coach Steve Lavin, was suspended by the Red Storm for the rest of 
the season. AP Photo/Al Behrman

St. John’s suspends Harrison for rest of season
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   


