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By Joe AnutA

The Rev. Floyd Flake con-
firmed Thursday afternoon his 
controversial endorsement of for-
mer City Councilwoman Melinda 
Katz in the race for borough pres-
ident, a day after her opponent 
disputed the nod had taken place.

Katz is running 
in a Democratic 
field that includes 

state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria. 
A new contender also registered 
several days ago.

On Wednesday, Comrie’s 
campaign flatly denied Flake, a 
former congressman and current 
influential pastor who heads the 
Greater Allen AME Cathedral of 
New York in Jamaica, had backed 
Katz’s campaign in a Monday 
news release.

“He did not endorse Melinda 
Katz,” said Jerry Williams, cam-
paign manager for Comrie, ear-
lier this week.

At that time Williams said  
Flake talked about Katz during 

By timesLedger stAff

The impact that billions of dollars in federal 
spending cuts will have on Queens was not imme-
diately clear since it is widely expected that Con-
gress will revise the deep automatic cuts over the 
next few years.

A general consensus among government and 

By PhiL Corso

Despite a recent up-
roar over the validity of 
civic-minded groups such 
as co-op and condomini-
um organizations being 
allowed to meet in public 
schools, the city Depart-
ment of Education assured 

them that the doors would 
remain open.

In a letter addressed 
to City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens),  DOE Public Affairs 
Director James Dandeneau 
cleared the air after some 
groups said they were told 
to stay out of local schools 

for meetings.
Bob Friedrich, the 

Presidents Co-op and Con-
do Council co-president 
and Glen Oaks Village 
president, said in Novem-
ber that his co-op group 
could no longer meet at a lo-
cal school unless it reclas-

By Joe AnutA

Community Board 7 named 

its price for approving the expan-
sion of the United States Tennis 
Association’s facility in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park Monday 

night.
The board’s Parks Commit-

tee voted to recommend approval 
of the Billie Jean King Tennis 

Center expansion on the condi-
tion that USTA fork over $15 mil-
lion for capital improvements to 
Flushing Meadows and maintain 
a $300,000 annual maintenance 
fund, although the conditions 
amount to more of a wishlist.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” said CB 7 Vice 
Chairman Charles Apelian, who 
brought the motion to the floor.

The full board will subse-
quently vote to approve or disap-
prove. The borough president 
and the City Planning Commis-
sion will also get to weigh in on 
the proposal, but those votes are 
advisory and ultimately the deci-
sion is made by the City Council.

Apelian’s theory highlighted 
different opinions about how the 
park should be managed.

Rather than oppose develop-
ment altogether or ask for replace-
ment parkland for the 0.68 acres 
that needs to be absorbed into the 
USTA’s lease, the vice chairman 
said the six community boards 
that share the park should get the 
USTA to pay for upkeep.

There is currently a USTA 
fund that provides maintenance 
money for the park, the board 
learned to its great surprise Mon-

Borough braces for federal cuts
but doomsday scenario unlikely

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 12

DOE lets condos into schools

StrongeSt Salute

Patrick Flynn, bandmaster for the Sanitation Department’s Emerald Society Pipes & Drums, pauses during the 
Queens County St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Rockaway before sanitation workers were honored. See more pho-
tos on Page 10.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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Community leaders, such as Glen Oaks 
Village President Bob Friedrich, are not 
prohibited from hosting civic meetings 
in public schools despite confusion over 
city regulations late last year.

Rev. Flake nod 
to Katz ruffles
feathers in race 

USTA expansion vote tied to cash
CB 7 wants $15M capital fund for Flushing Meadows in exchange for parkland
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
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from Queens
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This Summer!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens public schools 

will have 216 more free, pre-
kindergarten seats avail-
able next year, and if the de-
mand for this year’s seats 
is any indication, there 
will still be more than four 
applications for every open 
slot across the borough.

Monday marked the 
beginning of the city De-
partment of Education’s 
application period for one 
of 5,900 pre-K seats at 131 
public schools for the 2013-
14 school year.

Only about 38 percent 
of the city’s pre-K seats are 
at public schools, with the 
rest at community-based 
organizations, which each 
have their own application 
processes.

Universal pre-K is 
free and parents can apply 
to send their 4-year-old to 
any program in the city, 
although the DOE does not 

provide transportation.
Parents can choose 

and rank several programs 
they are interested in, 
but the process is not first 
come, first serve.

The DOE gives prefer-
ence first to students who 
already have siblings in a 
school building and then 
to students in the school’s 
zone. If there are more ap-
plications than available 
seats, the department will 
hold a lottery.

During last year’s ap-
plication period, there were 
an average of 4.6 applica-
tions for every available 
school-based seat across 
the borough — second only 
to Manhattan — and com-
petition should remain stiff 
at some of the most sought-
after programs.

No new seats will be 
added next year at the top 
four most-competitive pre-
K schools: PS 101 in For-
est Hills, PS 28 in Corona, 
PS 242 in Flushing and PS 

97 in Woodhaven. There 
were 384 applications last 
year for just 18 seats at PS 
101, good for a 4.7 percent 
chance of getting in.

If the demand for pre-
K spots remains the same 

as last year, the borough’s 
216 new seats will make for 
4.4 applications for every 
open slot.

District 24 as a whole 
had the tightest competition 
last year, with an average 

of about seven applications 
for every seat, and it will 
receive about 80 percent of 
the new seats next year.

PS 88 in Ridgewood, 
where last year there were 
close to 13 applicants for ev-

ery open seat, will receive 
the most new seats. None of 
the 72 new seats at the pro-
gram, however, are full-day. 
The seats are split between 
2 1/2-hour sessions  in the 
morning and afternoon.

In fact, about half of 
the borough’s seats are 
half-days, and city Public 
Advocate Bill de Blasio re-
leased a report calling for 
higher taxes on the rich to 
fund more full-time seats.

“The shortage of high-
quality, full-time pre-K 
seats is hurting thousands 
of families in every bor-
ough,” said de Blasio, who 
is running for mayor. “We 
can’t continue to be a city 
where only a fraction of our 
kids has access to early ed-
ucation and where working 
parents have to roll the dice 
every year and hope they’re 
lucky enough to secure a 
seat. It’s 2013, and it’s time 
for truly universal pre-K in 
New York City.”

Competition for pre-K seats promises to be fi erce

Seema Ranginwala, of the borough’s pre-k office, helps students Emanuel Alba (l.) and Konrad Reszuta 
with their art at PS 87 in Middle Village.

Teens tackle tough issues at St. John’s youth conference
Workshops address questions about HIV/AIDS, drugs and sex education at daylong Dream Out Loud forum 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Scott Fried did not have the 
room’s undivided attention as he 
told a group of teenagers his story 
about going to a near-stranger’s 
home in Manhattan 25 years ago 
for a hook-up.

A low din overtook the audi-
torium at St. John’s University as 
Fried described realizing he did 
not bring a condom with him that 
night but telling himself it would 
just be this one time.

But then he said something 
that brought silence to the room.

“I have HIV,” he said. “I got 
infected that night.”

Fried was a speaker at the 
Dream Out Loud youth confer-
ence held at the school, at 80-00 
Utopia Pkwy., Friday. The per-
sonal and frank speech addressed 
one of several topics — including 
drug use, body issues and com-
prehensive sex education — the 
teens would encounter and ex-
plore through several workshops 

that day.
The conference was orga-

nized by Windows of Opportu-
nity, based in College Point, and 
drew in students from across the 
city to tackle tough social issues 
teens frequently face and em-
power them to make healthy deci-
sions.

About 150 students from 
Richmond Hill High School, John 
Adams HS and other schools at-
tended the conference Friday, the 
first time it had been held at St. 
John’s.

Fried, a motivational speak-
er who has spoken across the 
globe about comprehensive sex 
education and his experience liv-
ing with HIV, echoed many con-
ference organizers when he said 
the program was needed because 
little time was spent educating 
kids about such issues at school.

“For me it’s a responsibil-
ity,” Fried said. “Somebody has to 
fight for their rights.”

Hal Eisenberg, executive 

director of Windows of Opportu-
nity, said too often students feel 
they cannot turn to others with 
their problems, and until that 
changes the issues they face will 
persist.

“There needs to be a shift in 

education; the system needs to 
change,” he said.

Kemoy Briscoe, director of 
St. John’s’ Liberty Partnerships 
Program, which provides servic-
es for students at risk of dropping 
out of school, was one of those ea-

ger to have the conference come 
to her school.

She said she worked with 
Eisenberg over the summer at a 
workshop for middle-school stu-
dents that covered topics similar 
to those addressed at Dream Out 
Loud, as well as academic issues 
that are the Liberty Partnerships 
Program’s focus. She said the ex-
perience made her determined to 
team up with Eisenberg to bring 
the conference to St. John’s.

“The kids have a lot of issues 
they’re dealing with,” she said, 
saying many of the students she 
works with are from families that 
have just immigrated to the coun-
try or where few if any members 
have gone on to college.

Some students at the confer-
ence said it was helpful as an out-
let for expressing their thoughts 
and feelings.

“They actually listened to 
me,” said 14-year-old John Adams 
High School student Asya’ Pitts, 
sounding amazed.

Asaya’ Pitts, a 14-year-old John Adams High School student, was one of 150 teens 
to attend the Dream Out Loud conference. Photo by Karen Frantz
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 
It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.

FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING
COME AND BE A PART OF YOUR SYNAGOGUE FAMILY ALL YEAR LONG!

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People
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Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced speci� cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a � lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall, enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.
On-site Parking • Chairlift Accessible

Cost: Members: $5 per Film/Lunch • Nonmembers: $7 per Film/Lunch

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

Members $50 • Nonmembers $60
Children ages 6 to 13 $25 (Under 5 Free)

BROTHERHOOD OF FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year “Free Synagogue Membership”

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST: $125 a year per family for our religious school & Tot Shabbat program • education@freesynagogue.org

Ben Fried’s legacy lives on 
in heart beat of Bell Blvd.

By Phil Corso

When asked how they 
would remember the late 
Ben Fried, several of Bay-
side’s loudest and most in-
fluential voices used some 
hefty words: legendary, 
iconic, outspoken, curmud-
geon.

Fried, 98, died over the 
weekend and left behind 
a long legacy on Bell Bou-
levard as an activist, vol-
unteer, and businessman 
in Bayside. And though he 
may be gone, his son Jack 
Fried said there are now 
younger generations of 
“Ben Fried clones” living 
up to the big guy’s mission 
to fight for what they be-
lieve in.

Even Jack himself 
went on to become an ac-
tive member of his commu-
nity, serving as a member 
of Community Board 11 
and currently as president 
of the 111th Precinct’s Com-
munity Council.

“There are too many 
people who sit back when 
there is a problem and don’t 
say anything because they 
think they can’t fight City 
Hall,” Jack Fried said. “My 
father used to always say, 
‘You can always fight City 
Hall as long as you have the 
numbers.”

Ben Fried had two chil-
dren, Jack and Eileen. His 
wife Beatrice died three 
years ago.

Jack Fried said he 
grew up watching his fa-
ther run a flourishing busi-
ness in Bayside, Benn’s 
Hardware, where neigh-
bors would often drop in to 
voice their grievances with 
Ben because they knew he 
was not afraid to speak up. 
Benn’s Hardware remained 
a staple on Bell Boulevard 
for nearly 70 years, but 
closed up shop in 2001 so 
the Flushing native could 
retire, his son said.

Past and present com-
munity leaders of Bayside 
described Ben Fried as an 
avid activist for the issues 
closest to him. Through-
out his lifetime, he put his 
name on different contro-
versial issues such as the 
fight to keep FDNY Engine 
Co. 306 open in Bayside in 
the 1970s.

Former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan said he re-
membered the late Fried as 
an “iconic” guy who would 
always put his neighbor-
hood’s interests first.

“He was very sincere 
and very community-mind-
ed,” Padavan said. “He 
loved the community and 
was very much wrapped up 
in Bayside.”

Frank Skala, who sits 
on CB 11 and serves as pres-
ident of the East Bayside 
Homeowners Association, 
has had his hand in Bayside 
affairs for decades and said 
he would remember Ben 
Fried as a good business-

man, friend and advocate.
“He was a legend in 

Bayside and a known cur-
mudgeon,” Skala said. 
“He would tell you what 
he thought and didn’t care 
if you liked it or not. He 
was a self-made success in 
the business world and he 
knew what he was talking 
about.”

Another Bayside ac-
tivist, Mandingo Tshaka, 
described Fried as an icon 
of northeast Queens and 
said he had made Bell Bou-
levard his sanctuary.

“He had himself a good 
business that had been on 
Bell since I was a child,” 
Tshaka said. “He was one 
of the foundations for activ-
ity along the boulevard.”

Just days before he 
died, Jack Fried said his 
dad still made sure to pass 
his message along to his 
four great-grandchildren, 
telling them to be leaders 
in all they did and to never 
fear to be bashful.

Ian Schombs, one of 
Ben Fried’s great-grand-
children, has been carrying 
on the same legacy at the 
grade school level. When 
his Long Island elementary 
school had changed to a dif-
ferent lunch plan, Ian went 
as far as collecting more 
than 100 signatures from 
his classmates to fight for 
food freedom for him and 
his friends, his mother 
Amy Schombs said.

The late local Bayside celebrity Ben Fried (l.) with his son Jack Fried, who serves as president of the 
111th Precinct Community Council. Photo courtesy Amy Schombs



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
AR. 10, 2013

5

�������	
�����	�	���
�������
��
����������	��

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

�����	
	�����
�����	
����������
����	
�����
��
����� 
��
	�������
�!	
�	����
����

����
�!	
����!��
��"��	� 
��
#�!
���
�""
���
�������
�����!�
���
���
����
�������


� $�"���
������� 
� ��%�
&����                   
� '�	����"
&����             
� (����"�
&����  

� )������
����!���
� �	��
��������
�  *+ +++
)!	���	���	��
�,-�  
� &��.���
�	����
��	��                      

Feederally Insured by NCUA

Council legislation aims to stop additional deportations
Dromm supports bills granting reprieve to low-level undocumented offenders but Vallone opposed

BY REBECCA HENELY

In step with a recent 
push in the borough to keep 
immigrant families intact, 
the City Council passed two 
bills last week that would 
keep undocumented people 
charged with minor crimes 
from being directed to fed-
eral customs and deported.

The legislation, which 
passed 40-7, keeps the city 
Department of Correction 
from detaining undocu-
mented immigrants for 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement if they 
are youthful offenders, do 
not have significant crimi-
nal records, have been ac-
cused of low-level offenses 
or have been convicted of 
some types of misdemeanor 
offenses.

“We’re very excited 
about this,” said Daniel 
Coates, a lead organizer for 

Jackson Heights immigra-
tion advocacy group Make 
the Road New York. “We 
really see it as a significant 
step forward.”

The two bills follow up 
on a previous law passed at 
the end of 2011 that barred 
Corrections from detaining 
immigrants for ICE who 
come into contact with law 
enforcement but have no 
prior criminal record. The 
bills do not apply to those 
who have been convicted of 
a felony or misdemeanor in 
the past 10 years, are a po-
tential match for an entry 
in the terrorist database, 
have a history of immigra-
tion violations, have been 
charged with a felony not 
yet prosecuted or have been 
charged with sex abuse, 
assault, gun possession, 
driving while intoxicated 
or violation of an order of 
protection.

“It is fair and just for 
our city to limit its coopera-
tion with ICE officials espe-
cially where it concerns im-
migrant New Yorkers who 

have been convicted of low-
level offenses or who have 
no past criminal record,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said in 

a statement.
Queens councilmen 

who voted against the 
bills are Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park).

Immigration advo-
cates have lobbied for the 
city to pass these laws in 
response to programs like 
ICE’s Secure Communities. 
Intended to deport crimi-
nal aliens, critics say it 
has caused those who have 
committed no crime to be 
deported or held in immi-
grant detention centers for 
long periods of time.

“It drags everybody 
into an unfair and unjust 
deportation dragnet where 
they have no due process 
rights,” Coates said. “It also 
damages the very tenuous 
trust that exists between 
immigrant communities 
and local law enforce-

ment.”
Vallone, who did not 

vote for the 2011 bill on the 
grounds that some undocu-
mented immigrants who 
have committed violent 
crimes in their own coun-
try could be protected by it, 
said he did not support the 
current legislation because 
it did not clearly define a 
violent crime. He said the 
bills could allow street 
gropers and subway flash-
ers to stay in the United 
States.

“I support compre-
hensive immigration re-
form, but allowing people 
charged with crimes to re-
main in this country is not 
part of it,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (second from l.) announces 
a bill to stop the deportation of immigrants who have committed 
low-level crimes with Queens City Councilmen Leroy Comrie (l.) 
and Daniel Dromm (r.). Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

About 100 friends, fam-
ily members and loved ones 
gathered outside the South 
Jamaica Houses Saturday 
night to light candles in 
remembrance of Darryl Ad-
ams, the teenager who was 
gunned down in the hous-
ing projects last year.

“I woke up today and I 
wanted to cry,” said Shanta 
Merritt, Adams’ mother. 
“But I feel good. I didn’t 
think it was going to be like 
this. Everybody came out 
to show their love.”

On the first weekend 
in March 2012, 19-year old 
Adams was chased down 
and shot in the back outside 
one of the buildings in the 
40 Houses, a cold-blooded 
act that was caught on sur-
veillance video.

The footage showed 
Adams running through 
the complex as he was 
chased from behind by two 
youngsters later identified 
as Sean Barnhill, 19, and 
Alexander Burgess, 16, just 
after midnight. Adams is 
seen falling to the ground 
and then one of the young 
men walks into the frame, 
fires off another shot and 
walks away.

Seconds later a police 
car speeds in and appre-
hends the suspects.

Burgess was recent-
ly sentenced to 28 years 
in prison after pleading 
guilty to manslaughter as 

well as an attempted mur-
der charge in an unrelated 
burglary. Barnhill is still 
awaiting sentencing March 
19 after pleading guilty to 
manslaughter.

Adams, who would 
have turned 20 last month, 
was a popular young man 
and since his death he has 
become one of the poster 
children for violence in 
southeast Queens.

“We have to ask, why 
did this happen? It’s very 

important for us to find out 
what is our purpose,” said 
southeast Queens peace ac-
tivist Erica Ford.

“It’s easy to get a gun 
and shoot someone you got 
beef with. To all the young 
brothers and sisters out 
there, it’s hard to deal with 
the beef you got with your-
self,” she said. “In the spirit 
of Darryl Adams it’s time 
to deal with the beef with 
yourself.”

Adams’ brother, Ron-

ald Merritt, said it is hard 
for people to change before 
they become the victims of 
violence.

“Nobody wants to 
hear it until it hits them at 
home,” the 26-year-old said.

Merritt recently 
named his newborn son 
Kenlin Darryl after his late 
brother, whom he said peo-
ple could relate to because 
he was genuine.

Shanta Merritt and her son Ronald Merritt stand beside a memorial to Darryl Adams, Shanta’s son, on 
the one-year anniversary of his murder. Photo by Christina Santucci 

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and community mem-
bers welcome traffic calming measures installed by the city 
Department of Transportation. Photo by Steve Mosco

Darryl Adams remembered
Loved ones gather in South Jamaica one year after teen’s murder

BY STEVE MOSCO

Blissville resident Ste-
phen Grande used forward 
thinking to thwart some 
backward drivers.

The 26-year-old resi-
dent of 39th Street, a one-
way street sitting precari-
ously close to the off-ramp 
of the Hunters Point Ave-
nue exit on the Long Island 
Expressway, shot a video 
of commuters driving the 
wrong way down his street 
— sometimes backward — 
to avoid the constant traf-
fic snarl along the service 
road.

Thanks to his efforts 
recording that video last 
spring, the city Department 
of Transportation installed 
traffic calming measures 
aimed specifically at pre-
venting drivers from flout-
ing the rules of the road 
and endangering residents.

“We were waiting for 
a terrible accident to hap-
pen,” said City Councilman 

Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), joining others 
at a news conference last 
week. “This is a really se-
rious issue and these mea-
sures will make the streets 
safer and quieter.”

Grande’s video shows 
a large box truck backing 
slowly down 39th Street, 
while smaller passenger 
cars zip by illegally up the 
one-way street.

To prevent this ongo-
ing hazard, the DOT in-
stalled a quick curb — or 
flexible blockades — at the 
corner of 39th Street and 
51st Avenue after Grande 
filmed the traffic violators 
and alerted his councilman 
last year.

The new safety mea-
sures have already reduced 
incidents on the residential 
block, according to Grande, 
who lives on 39th Street 
with his friend Yuliya Da-
gayeva and their dog, Bel-
la.

Curbs stop 39th St. 
wrong-way driving
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg visited 
Long Island City Mon-
day to break ground 
on the first two mid-
dle-income apartment 
buildings in Hunters 
Point South, a highly 
anticipated mixed-use 
development.

“Over the years 
there have been many 
plans for Hunters 
Point South, all of 
them good, some of them better than oth-
ers, but none of them realized until now,” 
Bloomberg said.

The mayor shoveled the first mounds 
of dirt at the construction site on 51st Av-
enue near 2nd Street with the developers 
and the borough officials. The new build-
ings, part of an extensive first phase that 
also includes a waterfront park and the 
1,100-seat IS/HS 404, will have 925 afford-
able housing units and 17,000 square feet 
of retail space. The buildings are expected 

to be open to tenants 
within two years.

“In just a few 
years, Hunters Point 
South will have all 
the markings of a 
great community,” 
Bloomberg said.

The mayor also 
revealed that the city 
would be putting out 
a request for propos-
als next month for the 
second phase of the 
project, which will be 
located south of Bor-

den Avenue and will include a mixture of 
middle-income and market rate housing.

The middle-income housing is de-
signed to be affordable to families who 
make between $33,200 and $190,000 a year. 
Originally, the first two buildings were 
meant to have a mix of this middle-income 
housing combined with market rate hous-
ing, but the developers — Phipps Houses, 
Monadnock Construction and Related Cos. 
— decided to make the units in the first two 
buildings completely middle income.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (fourth from r.) 
shovels dirt with city and Queens officials 
and developers on the construction site for 
the first housing units at the Hunters Point 
South development. Photo by Rebecca Henely

LIC’s Hunters Pt South 
to get fi rst housing units
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

American Medical Career
Training Center

150–28 Hillside Ave., Jamaica

Universal Medical Career
Training Center

176–01 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

NURSING ASSISTANT NURSING ASSISTANT

PATIENT CARE TECH PATIENT CARE TECH

PHYSICAL THERAPY AIDE MEDICAL BILLING

MEDICAL LAB TECH EKG TECH/ PHLEBOTOMY TECH

MEDICAL ASSISTANT MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Job
On 

e
nt

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562 718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Astoria medical building 
destroyed homes: Vallone

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
said while an eight-story 
medical building under 
construction in Astoria has 
damaged multiple homes 
nearby, he would like to 
see the building completed 
rather than being left to de-
teriorate.

“That’s a very difficult 
situation. I’m extremely 
unhappy about it,” he said. 
“But unfortunately there’s 
no right way to do anything 
about it.”

The city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals is ex-
pected to make a decision 
within a few weeks about 
the continuing construc-
tion on the site, at 25-31 31st 
St. The developers of the 
eight-story medical build-
ing and 135-car parking 
garage are Pali Realty LLC, 
of 150-49 7th Ave. in Whit-
estone.

Pali Realty did not re-
turn calls for comment.

Astoria resident Rob 
Draghi, of 32nd Street, 
said the construction of 
the building has caused so 
much damage to his cinder 
block and brick property 
that he expects his home 
will need to be completely 
rebuilt.

“There’s not really at 
this point a fix option,” he 
said.

Draghi said a neigh-
bor’s cinder block and brick 

home is in the same condi-
tion, and at least three oth-
er wood homes have sus-
tained extensive damage. 
He said after years of try-
ing to speak with Pali Real-
ty and getting no response, 
he and his wife decided to 
get the city involved. An 
audit found the structure 
on 31st Street was built 10 

feet too close to the homes’ 
property lines.

Community Board 
1 recommended the BSA 
grant the building a rezon-
ing for the mistake, Val-
lone said. While he called 
the damage caused by the 
project “inexcusable,” he 
said the board decided that 
recommending a complete 
stop on construction would 
leave the structure an un-

finished hulk in the neigh-
borhood.

Another 32nd Street 
resident, Norm Sutaria, 
said the home he rents has 
not had significant dam-
age, but he has created a 
website, astoriamedbuild-
ing.com, calling for Pali to 
fix the homes. He is also re-
questing that the develop-
ers move all exhaust vents 
and mechanical equipment 
further toward the roof and 
off the rear setback, as well 
as cover the windows from 
the parking garage due to 
air and light pollution con-
cerns.

“It’s peace, property 
and privacy,” Sutaria said. 
“We want to maintain 
that.”

Both Draghi and Su-
taria said they do not object 
to having a medical build-
ing on the street, but how it 
is built.

“We’re not just trying 
to oppose it just to oppose 
it,” Draghi said.

Vallone said he would 
be working with both CB 1 
in support of the zoning as 
well as with the homeown-
ers. He said the zoning is-
sue was different than the 
issue of the destruction, 
and he expected they would 
have to go through lawyers 
to get their homes fixed or 
rebuilt.

“I don’t like it,” Val-
lone said, “but I used to be 
an attorney and that’s the 
way it works.”

The community 
board 

decided that 
recommending 
a complete stop 
on construction 

would leave 
the structure 
an unfi nished 

hulk in the 
neighborhood.
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BE N N Y’S  JEW E LRY
14K &18K GOLD, PLATINUM AND DIAMONDS • ALL KINDS OF BRAND NAME WATCHES

— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
We Buy Gold, Diamonds, Watches, Silver & Coins • We Also do Pawn Offerings

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

89-02 165TH STREET, SUITE B-1 JAMAICA, NY 11432
PHONE: 718.526.4613 FAX: 718.291.5553

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11AM-7PM, SUNDAY 12PM-6PM

CLOSED SATURDAY

358 BROADWAY MALL HICKSVILLE, NY 11801
PHONE: 516.433.1588 FAX: 516.433.4494 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-9PM, SUNDAY 11AM-7PM

By Steve MoSco

It was curtains for a 
Rockaway theater after 
Hurricane Sandy struck in 
October and caused thou-
sands of dollars in damage, 
forcing the cancelation of 
the season’s final perfor-
mance.

Now with recovery 
hardships slowing repairs 
and delaying the reopen-
ing, the Rockaway Theatre 
Co. is taking the stage in a 
temporary location with all 
proceeds going toward the 
superstorm relief effort.

The group presents 
its take on “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” at the Ave 
Maria Catholic Academy 
Auditorium, at 158-20 101st 
St., in Howard Beach this 
weekend after returning 
to the stage last week for 
the first time since Sandy 

surged.
“It felt great to finally 

put on the show and see 
all the support,” said Su-
san Jasper, a producer at 
the Rockaway Theatre Co., 
which had been staging 
performances on the pen-
insula for 15 years prior to 
the storm. “We had a much 
smaller stage to work with 
and had to simplify the 
show, but the audiences 
had a great time.”

Jasper said the Rock-
away Theatre Co. sustained 
close to $90,000 in damages 
during the hurricane, with 
damage to the stage, seat-
ing, lighting, sound equip-
ment, dressing rooms and 
just about everything else 
in the theater.

A large chunk of that 
recovery price tag is in 
mold remediation, as man-
agers had to bring in a spe-
cialist to deal with water-

born debris.
Sets and costumes 

were also destroyed as the 
theater group had already 
begun to build “Dream-
coat’s” backdrop and de-
sign its outfits. Jasper said 
every piece of fabric and 
every slab of drywall had to 
be trashed — stacked on the 
sidewalk in a heap instead 
of setting the scenery for 
the play.

But help and perfor-
mance space would come 
in the form of Our Lady of 
Grace in Howard Beach. 
The church wanted to re-
ignite its acting group 
with its first show being 
“Dreamcoat” at Ave Maria

The stars had aligned.
Our Lady of Grace 

agreed to allow the theater 
group to use its space for 
the play. Unfortunately, 
the church was badly dam-
aged by Sandy and since 

the storm has been hold-
ing mass in the Ave Maria 
school gym.

In order for the theater 
and the church to co-exist, 
actors and crew members 
have to work extra hours 
breaking down the stage 
and reinstalling the church 
setup.

“It’s a very quick turn-
over and it’s a challenge,” 
said Jasper. “We don’t have 
the usual crew, because 
many had to leave Rock-
away when their homes 
were damaged.”

Jasper said she and 
many members of the the-
ater group sustained mas-
sive amounts of destruction 
in their homes and are still 
wondering when they will 
see any financial help.

Theater members work to clean the stage of debris following 
Hurricane Sandy. Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Group

Troupe actively seeks help
Rockaway Theatre Group faces financial folly after superstorm

Seats at the theater will have to be replaced after 
flood waters came rushing in during the superstorm. 

Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Group

SUPeRSToRm 
Sandy

Visit us at
www.TimesLedgernews.com
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Revelers flocked to Sunnyside and Rockaway over the week-
end to honor St. Patrick at two parades. (Clockwise from top 
l.) Sisters Erin and Meaghan Casey grow green mustaches for 
the parade in Rockaway; organizers are joined by elected of-
ficials as they march on Skillman Avenue in the Sunnyside; 
drummers from the Archbishop Molloy High School Pipes and 
Drums provide the beat; and members of the Valley Stream Fire 
Department stand beside the remains of a several blocks of 
burned stores on Rockaway Beach Boulevard near 114th Street; 
Lucy and Zoe, the Sanitation dog, sport their finest green 
frocks at the festivities; Rebecca O’Rielly, 6, takes in the event 
in Sunnyside; and Liam Pecorado, 9, shows his Irish pride. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado and Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Girls and women from 
city Parks Department rec-
reation centers across the 
borough gathered in Flush-
ing over the weekend to cel-
ebrate 40-plus years of Title 
IX, the federal legislation 
prohibiting discrimination 
in sports based on gender.

March is Women’s His-
tory Month, and on Sun-
day the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center 
played host to the 
department’s cele-
bration of National 
Girls and Women 
in Sports Day.

“We did it for the first 
time last year on a much 
smaller scale and this year 
we expanded it,” said Iris 
Rodriguez-Rosa, the bor-
ough’s chief of recreation. 
“We’re looking to make it 
an annual event.”

Enacted in 1972, Title 
IX required educational 
programs and activities 
receiving federal money to 
end discrimination based 
on sex. While the amend-
ment does not specifically 
mention sports, since its 
signing the legislation has 
had a significant impact 
on high school and college 
athletics.

The day’s schedule of 
events included a Zumba 
class, soccer, volleyball, 
rhythm gymnastics and 
street hockey presented 
through a partnership with 
the New York Rangers.

Groups from recre-
ation centers across Queens 
came by to share their par-
ticular programs.

About a dozen young 
girls from the Vic Hanson 
Field House in Rochdale 

Village served up some of 
the healthy snacks they 
make in their after-school 
program, such as fruit ka-
bobs and smoothies.

Jaida Sellers, 10, said 
she has been playing tennis 
for about three years.

“My coach is a girl 
and she pushes us hard,” 
she said. “When we make 
a mistake, she tells us keep 
trying.”

She said her coach tells 
her to eat healthy 
and stay away 
from junk food, 
but the young ath-
lete said from time 
to time her sweet 
tooth gets the best 

of her.
Youngsters Destiny 

Vergara and friend Eva Al-
exander showed off some 
of the moves they learned 
at the Shotojuku karate 
school in Astoria and ex-
plained the lessons they 
learned from participating 
in sports.

“It’s very important to 
do a sport and stay healthy. 
It helps you set your mind 
to a goal,” said Vergara, 
who has been practicing 
karate for more than five 
years.

A group of girls known 
as Stan’s Pepper Steppers 
from Far Rockaway’s Sor-
rentino Recreation Center 
showed off their double-
dutch moves.

Akeela Williams, 16, 
said working with the oth-
er members of the world 
champion jump ropers 
taught her about teamwork 
and beyond.

“It helps with other 
things,” she said. “You’re 
able to stay conditioned 
and it teaches you other life 
skills. It helps motivate you 

in school.”
The team’s coach, Stan 

Brown, said the rec cen-
ter was spared the worst 
of Superstorm Sandy, but 
many of the team members’ 
homes are still damaged.

“The neighborhood 
was hit really rough,” he 

said. “Still, a number of our 
team members are dislo-
cated. We manage, but it’s 
tough.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

866.375.2817    lease@bushterminal.com   882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

Girls from the afterschool cooking program at Al Oerter Recreation 
Center prepare snacks for visitors. Photo by Caroll Alvarado 

WOMEN’S 
HISTORY

Queens women celebrate impact 
of Title IX on sports in borough
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We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

WITH THIS 
 

ONLY

EXP 3/15/13

$22+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
3/15/13

ONLY 
WITH 

3 $33F
O
R2 $22F

O
R

5 $50F
O
R4 $44F

O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)
FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

a service at the pastor’s 
church while the former 
councilwoman was in the 
congregation, but he insist-
ed his words did not actu-
ally amount to an endorse-
ment. 

Flake did not respond 
to multiple requests for 
comment Wednesday, but 
Thursday afternoon he 
cleared up the confusion.

“Whereas I have a great 
deal of respect for Council-
man Leroy Comrie and the 
work that he has done in 
the Southeast Queens com-
munity, I hereby confirm 
my endorsement of Melinda 
Katz for the position of bor-
ough president of Queens,” 

he said. “She has worked 
with me during the period 
when I brought in the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion and the Food and Drug 
Administration buildings.”

Comrie’s camp was 
stunned by Flake’s confir-
mation, Williams said.

The councilman told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
that he had a meeting with 
Flake Monday afternoon 
and the reverend said then 
his mind was not made 
up about whom he would 
endorse. Yet Katz’s cam-
paign had already released 
Flake’s endorsement of the 
former councilwoman that 
day.

“I sat with a minister 
who said he hadn’t made up 
his mind, and all week I’m 
having to defend that state-

ment,” Comrie said. “It’s a 
learning experience.” 

Flake has a congrega-
tion of more than 20,000 at 
his church. The minister’s 
blessing is sought by many 
who run for political office 
and can be a potent force in 
elections.

Comrie is also a no-
table figure in southeast 
Queens politics and not get-
ting the nod from the pow-
erful Flake might not be 
sitting well with his cam-
paign, according to politi-
cal sources.

“I think he pointed to 
the fact that I had a record 
of service,” Comrie said of 
the endorsement statement. 
“Clearly it is not based on 
service. Clearly it is based 
on other issues.”

day night. The interest on 
an $8 million trust account, 
created by the USTA in the 
1900s during its last expan-
sion, has been funding op-
erating costs at the skating 
rink and swimming pool 
within the greenspace, ac-
cording to the city Parks 
Department.

But the rest of the park 
is not well-cared for com-
pared to Prospect Park in 

Brooklyn and Central Park 
in Manhattan. Both those 
greenspaces get funding 
from private conservan-
cies.

Apelian suggested the 
USTA could, in essence, fill 
the fiscal role of those con-
servancies.

Activists have taken 
the opposite view, contend-
ing that parkland is sacred 
ground and communities 
should not have to trade 
any of it with developers in 
order to get basic upkeep. 
Park maintenance should 
be provided by the city, ac-

cording to Geoffrey Croft 
of New York City Park Ad-
vocates.

“It’s sickening that the 
community board is more 
interested in making deals 
with private developers 
than in holding the elected 
officials accountable for 
properly funding the park,” 
he said after attending 
Monday night’s meeting. 
“Unfortunately, this was 
expected, and in keeping 
with the ‘Let’s Make a Deal’ 
theme that permeates some 
boards.”

institutional leaders serv-
ing the borough seemed to 
be that city and state bud-
gets — at least in the short 
term — would be spared 
significant reductions 
while those who rely on 
federal services — such as 
seniors and people on food 
stamps — will start to feel 
the pinch.

On Friday, Washing-
ton triggered $85 billion in 
across-the-board cuts for 
the remainder of the fed-
eral fiscal year, which ends 
Sept. 30. If left unaltered, 
the so-called sequester is 
designed to trim $1.2 tril-
lion from the federal deficit 
over nine years.

The mayor’s office es-
timates that over the first 
three or four years of se-
questration, the city could 
experience a hit of approxi-

mately $800 million in re-
imbursements from Wash-
ington.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has proposed a 
$70.1 billion budget for fis-
cal year 2014.

Many of the govern-
ment services Queens re-
lies on, such as schools and 
police, receive the lion’s 
share of their funding from 
City Hall and Albany, and 
thus federal cuts would not 
have a significant impact.

sified itself as nonprofit or 
conferred with the DOE as 
to why it was meeting and 
whether or not it served a 
public purpose.

It was the first time he 
had ever received such a 
notice, Friedrich said, after 

several occasions when he 
hosted community meet-
ings in area public schools.

“The fact that the DOE 
has not defined what is or 
isn’t a public purpose and 
will leave that decision 
to a cabal of DOE lawyer-
crats out of the public eye is 
troubling,” Friedrich said 
late last year. “The school 
chancellor and Bloomberg 
administration have here-

tofore successfully kept 
this ruling under the radar, 
which says a lot about the 
lack of transparency in the 
rule-making process.”

In response, he joined 
with Weprin to open up a 
dialogue with the city to fig-
ure out what had spurred 
the sudden shift in policy. 
Both groups sent letters to 
the DOE demanding an ex-
planation.

Continued from Page 1

Endorse

Vote

Sequester

Condos

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 

EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 

OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 

YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 

REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 

AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

Easter is Sunday, March 31st

ORDER YOUR EASTER HAMS & ROASTS NOW!
We offer a wide selection of mouthwatering 

and delicious Easter treats including 
Chocolate Easter Bunnies and Candies 

Over 1,000 German 
Imported Products & 

A Full Butcher Department 
with European Specialities 
and all your Easter needs!


