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Flushing Commons to start in fall
City unveils plans to split project into pieces in bid to preserve parking spaces

BY JOE ANUTA

Civic leaders reacted with 
skepticism after the city an-
nounced Tuesday that Flushing 
Commons will be built in two 
phases beginning this fall.

Developers of the long-
stalled, mixed-use development 
are expected to break ground on 
the project in November, accord-
ing to the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

A special permit for the $850 
million project set for Municipal 
Lot 1 was approved in 2010. But 
the major players — EDC, TDC 
Development and Construction 
Corp. and Rockefeller Develop-
ment Group — left the parking lot 
untouched for several years with 
virtually no explanation until 
this week.

“Today’s announcement that 
construction on this transforma-
tive project is expected to begin 
this year is fantastic news for 
Flushing, Queens and the City,” 
said Seth Pinsky, President of 
EDC.

The first phase of the project 
will include the two community 
benefits outlined in the original 
proposal: a 1.5-acre public open 
space and a 62,000-square-foot 
YMCA. It will also feature most 
of the total proposed commercial 
space, about 350,000 square feet, 
and about one-third of the total 

Continued on Page 50

Halloran says 
mayor twisted 

snow plot claims
BY PHIL CORSO

In an attempt to set the re-
cord straight as he runs for re-
election to a second term, City 
Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) has blamed Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg for distort-
ing his claims about a Sanitation 
Department slowdown in the af-
termath of the 2010 blizzard.

After praising the city’s 
Sanitation workers for a job well 
done in clearing this season’s 
snows, the councilman revisited 

Continued on Page 54
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MENG SENTENCED

Former Flushing Assemblyman Jimmy Meng, father of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng, leaves Brooklyn federal court, where 
he was sentenced to a month in jail for accepting an $80,000 bribe concealed in a fruit basket last summer. See 
story on Page 5. Photo by Riyad Hasan

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A year after a city education 
panel approved an ultimately un-
successful plan to shutter Flush-
ing High School, the panel voted 
earlier this week to reduce the 
school’s enrollment to make way 
for two new schools in the build-
ing.

Last year the Panel for Educa-
tional Policy voted to close Flush-
ing, but a state court found the 
plan violated union contracts.

The panel Tuesday voted to 
close two Queens high schools 
and to co-locate a school in the 
Newtown HS building.

Ed panel shrinks
old Flushing HS

Bayside eateries hail 
defeat of soda ban rule
Page 5
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The heartbroken hus-
band of a woman crushed 
by an MTA bus in Oakland 
Gardens last week is plead-
ing for witnesses to the in-
cident to come forward so 
he can understand the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
his wife’s death.

Cheng-Chiu Fang, 55, 
had been on her way home 
from work at about 6:30 
p.m. when she was struck 
by the back of a QM3 bus 
as it made a lefthand turn 
from 73rd Avenue onto 
Springfield Boulevard last 
Thursday, according to the 
NYPD and her husband.

“I know she is very 
careful about the traffic 
light; she does everything 
carefully,” said 60-year-old 
Jiann Hua Fang, Fang’s 
husband.

Jiann Hua Fang asked 
anyone who saw what hap-
pened to come forward as 
he awaited the results of a 
police investigation.

“I hope the witnesses 
call me. That’s my only 
hope,” he said.

Jiann Hua Fang de-
scribed his wife, who 
worked in business account-
ing with Cathay Bank, as 
bright and a loving mother 
to their three sons, who are 
in their 20s.

A neighbor who asked 
not to be identified said 
“she was the backbone of 
that family.”

Both Cheng-Chiu Fang 

and her husband were born 
in Taiwan. Her English 
name was Corinna and he 
goes by Jimmy. She was 
deeply religious and prac-
ticed Heaven Dao, he said.

They met while he was 
studying at SUNY Mari-
time College in the mid-
1980s when a classmate 
introduced her to him at 
a get-together. They were 
married in 1988.

“She had no nega-
tives,” he said.

The night of the acci-
dent, Jiann Hua Fang got 
home later than normal 
— around 9 p.m. or 10 p.m. 
— and was told that police 
were trying to reach him.

After arriving at North 
Shore Hospital in Manhas-

set, L.I., he was taken into 
a family room and learned 
that Cheng-Chiu Fang had 
died.

At the time, he was 
handed his wife’s handbag.

“I’ve never touched my 
wife’s handbag,” he said. 
“This is the first time.”

Afterward he was tak-
en to identify his wife.

“I cannot even cry 
when I see my wife’s body,” 
he said. “The sense is like 
hate, like pain, like sor-
row.”

Jiann Hua said he 
hoped to hold a viewing 
Saturday and a funeral 
Sunday, but he could not fi-
nalize plans until the medi-
cal examiner concluded its 
investigation. He was des-

perately seeking answers 
about how his wife could 
have been killed.

“I am not satisfied 
with these kind of things,” 
he said. “I believe my wife 
is 100 percent correct.”

Jiann Hua Fang said 
that every morning by 6:50 
a.m. he would drop his wife 
off at a bus stop on Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike.

In the evenings, she 
took the subway and then 
transferred to a bus to get 
back.

“You see the corner 
with my home, that’s less 
than 100 meters,” he said. 
“That means five more min-
utes she would be at home.”

BY PHIL CORSO

Flushing activist Mi-
chael Chu joined with more 
than a dozen concerned 
members of the community 
Sunday to protest outside 
the 109th Precinct after 
he said police ignored a 
missing person report for 
a woman who was later 
found dead.

Earlier this month, 
police discovered the body 
of 46-year-old tourist Jun-
woon Li, a Korean national 
of Chinese descent, floating 
in Flushing Bay after she 
had been missing for four 
days, according to the of-
fice of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside).

Behind metal barri-
cades across the street from 
the 109th in Flushing, Chu 
and several other commu-
nity members faced several 
officers standing around 
the precinct and chanted, 
“We have the right not 
to remain silent! We saw 

something, we said some-
thing, they did nothing!”

“The NYPD gave dif-
ferent excuses to ignore the 
missing person filing for 
four days,” Chu said. “They 
should have been more sen-
sitive and respectful.”

According to Chu, the 
NYPD did not handle re-
ports of the missing wom-
an with enough urgency or 
professionalism and could 
have possibly prevented 
her death. He staged the 
protest Sunday, pointing 
his finger at the 109th Pre-
cinct for turning him away 
when he tried filing a miss-
ing person report in the 
days following her absence, 
Chu said.

“We are part of the 
community and deserve 
answers,” Chu said. “I 
hope that everybody learns 
something from this.”

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Li’s death was 
not classified as a homicide 

QM3 bus kills pedestrian 
Husband asks witnesses for info in death of wife in Oakland Gardens

Activists stage protest 
on woman found dead

Helen Song (l.) and Susan Lin hold a photo of their friend Junwoon 
Li, whose missing body was found floating in Flushing Bay, during 
a protest in front of the 109th Precinct. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Police said that Cheng-Chiu Fang (inset) was struck and killed at the corner of 73rd Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BTFlushing group preps for another season of fresh produce
Organic farmers cut out middleman to provide benefi ts of community-supported agriculture

BY PHIL CORSO

When it comes to buy-
ing fresh produce, there 
is more to it than just sav-
ing green, Flushing’s John 
Choe said.

Choe, director of the 
One Flushing Community 
Economic Development 
Center, joined with more 
than a dozen of his neigh-
bors Saturday to meet with 
the local farmers who will 
be supplying the 2013 sea-
son’s Community Support-
ed Agriculture initiative.

The CSA was started 
last year when a group 
of volunteers teamed up 
with Long Island organic 
farm Golden Earthworm 
with hopes of increasing 
the community’s access to 
fresh, locally grown, or-
ganic food.

“We want to change the 
way we produce and con-

sume food in this county,” 
Choe said. “The federal gov-
ernment does not do enough 
to regulate the distribution 
of food and the Flushing 
CSA is part of a grassroots 
movement in this country 
to connect with local farm-
ers who have a real stake in 
the community.”

Farmers Matthew 
Kurek and Stephen Searl, 
from Golden Earthworm, of 
Jamesport, N.Y., traveled to 
the Flushing Quaker Meet-
ing House, at 137-16 North-
ern Blvd., with samples of 
their fresh produce and a 
presentation on what mem-
bers could expect to get 
their hands on this year. 
The farm said it supplied 
fresh items of all types, in-
cluding strawberries, zuc-
chini, onions, red potatoes 
and more.

“It has been great to 
get out and meet everyone 

else to make this more of 
a community endeavor,” 
Kurek said.

Kurek and Searl will 
deliver 26 weeks’ worth 
of vegetables during the 
coming summer and fall 
harvest from May to No-
vember, the farmers said, 

with hopes of building off 
last year’s success. Accord-
ing to Kurek, allowing the 
local farmers to personally 
deliver their produce cuts 
out the middle man and 
provides intangible envi-
ronmental benefits.

Member Emily Grif-

fin Sheahan said she chose 
to sign on to the group’s 
core message because of a 
heightened awareness and 
interest in the food she ate 
as well as the burden cer-
tain foods put on her wal-
let.

“The more I learn about 
factory farming and geneti-
cally modified organisms 
in our national food sup-
ply, the more firmly rooted 
my stance on local, organic 
produce,” Sheahan said. 
“As a member of Flushing 
CSA, I get the opportunity 
to meet the farmers who 
grow my food and visit the 
farm my food comes from. 
This instills a sense of 
trust and confidence in my 
food, which I don’t get from 
mass-produced, overly pro-
cessed food from a grocery 
store.”

Flushing resident 
Ralph Reinertsen was part 

of the CSA’s inaugural 
partnership with the or-
ganic farm and said he was 
surprised to see how cost-
effective and natural the 
experience was.

“I found the food quite 
delicious and diverse,” 
Reinertsen said. “More-
over, by the end of August, I 
believed that I had already 
gotten my money’s worth 
and I still had three months 
more to go.”

The Flushing CSA is 
open to any and all residents 
willing to participate in the 
program, Choe said, with 
pick-ups for their shares 
scheduled on Thursdays 
between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
at Flushing Town Hall. Ac-
cording to the CSA, shares 
cost $560 a year, which 
comes out to about $21.62 a 
week, and could feed a fam-
ily of three adults, or two 
adults and two children.

John Choe (l.) introduces Long Island organic farmer Matthew 
Kurek, who will be supplying Flushing with fresh produce in the 
coming months. Photo by Phil Corso
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BT USTA plan gets off to a shaky start at CBs
Flushing Meadows Corona Park expansion will ultimately be left up to city and state lawmakers

BY JOE ANUTA

Community boards 
voted this week on the Unit-
ed States Tennis Center’s 
proposal to expand its foot-
print in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and attempted 
to put their mark on the 
possible end result, while a 
lawmaker with legislative 
power has demanded the 
lost parkland be replaced.

The USTA is seeking 
to expand the lease for its 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center by 0.68 acres 
in order to rebuild one sta-
dium, construct another 
and put in two parking ga-
rages on top of current as-
phalt lots.

The controversial pro-
posal was making its way 
through all six affected 
community boards this 
week, which have an advi-
sory vote. In a packed meet-
ing Monday night, Commu-
nity Board 7 in Flushing 
voted 30-6 to approve the 

proposal on several condi-
tions, which included a re-
quirement the USTA set up 
a $15 million capital fund 
and contribute $300,000 
annually to a maintenance 
fund.

CB 4 in Corona voted 
to disapprove the applica-
tion unless similar condi-
tions were made, while CB 
9 in Kew Gardens simply 
voted against it. Conditions 
are nonbinding, and in 1993 
boards voted to approve the 
USTA’s earlier expansion 
with many stipulations, ac-
cording to a report from the 
City Planning Commission, 
but many were never met.

The other boards were 
set to make a decision after 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
went to press.

In addition to the com-
munity boards, the bor-
ough president and the City 
Planning Commission also 
get to weigh in on the proj-
ect before it goes to the City 
Council for a vote.

The Council not only 
has the final say on the 
proposal, it must also pass 
a piece of legislation ask-
ing the state to transfer 
the parkland to the USTA’s 
lease. Then the state Leg-
islature must pass its own 
bill, according to state law. 
The National Park Service 
has oversight of the park 
due to a decades-old federal 
investment.

The Park Service told 
TimesLedger that its nor-
mally strict requirements 
for parkland replacement 
do not apply to the USTA 
since it is a public facility.

Joshua Laird, assistant 
commissioner of planning 
and natural resources at 
the city Parks Department, 
has said the USTA will con-
tribute a yet-to-be-decided 
compensation package 
to the community rather 
than replace the parkland, 
contending it is open to the 
public 11 months out of the 
year.

Daniel Zausner, man-
aging director of the Na-
tional Tennis Center en-
couraged the boards to offer 
ideas for the compensation, 
and there was no short-
age of suggestions, but the 
USTA is not considering 
replacing parkland.

In New York state it is 
unprecedented to take away 
parkland, called alienation, 
and not receive acreage in 
return, groups opposed to 
the USTA expansion say.

State Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) 
has demanded it. And he 
may hold the power to get 
what he wants.

“I believe that we have 
a history of showing that 
when parkland is alien-
ated, we replace it,”  Aubry 
said. “We don’t want to set 
any new precedents about 
private or not-for-profit en-
tities to be able to buy their 
way out of that process.”

Aubry, who said he 

Gordon Smith, chief operating officer of the United States Tennis 
Association, speaks during a public hearing at Community Board 
7. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY PHIL CORSO

It has been more than 
seven years since Ameri-
can journalist Bob Wood-
ruff suffered a severe trau-
matic brain injury from a 
roadside bomb in Iraq, but 
his wife Lee said that was 
only the beginning of a new 
journey.

After the improvised 
explosive device nearly 
killed her husband, Lee 
Woodruff said she and her 
family underwent an en-
tirely new set of challenges 
beyond the initial recovery 
phase.

Lee Woodruff, an au-
thor of several books, in-
cluding “Those We Love 
Most,” delivered a keynote 
address Sunday inside the 

North Shore-LIJ Rust Audi-
torium in Manhasset, L.I., 
on how others cope with 
traumatic brain injuries, 
marking the 25th anniver-
sary of the Transitions of 
Long Island, which is part 
of the health system and 
treats such injuries.

As her husband re-
covered, Woodruff said 
he would have sporadic 
“snaps” and become argu-
mentative. One of her fam-
ily’s biggest challenges, she 
said, has been understand-
ing the continued impact 
such a severe injury could 
have.

“My sadness for my 
little children especially 
is that they will never re-
member us as a couple,” 
Woodruff said of her four 

children and how they have 
been affected.

Bob Woodruff has 
since returned to the air-
waves as a journalist for 
ABC, but his wife said he 
still experiences difficul-
ties related to his recovery 
that pose constant hurdles 
for the family.

After Lee Woodruff’s 
address, a panel of Transi-
tions alumni gathered to 
share their stories of over-
coming great adversity in 
the decades after suffering 
a traumatic brain injury.

On that four-person 
panel, 45-year-old Kevin 
McCarthy shared his story 
of overcoming serious gun-
shot injuries he sustained 
in 1993 in what has become 

North Shore panel views recovery 
20 years after severe brain injuries

Grant money renews push 
for FEMA co-op equality

BY PHIL CORSO

Queens wel-
comed the news that 
the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development would 
include co-op and 
condominium owners 
in its housing grants 
for Hurricane Sandy 
relief, but U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Haup-
pauge) said there was 
still more to be done.

Earlier this week, 
U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) an-
nounced that HUD would 
allow Community Devel-
opment Block Grants Di-
saster Recovery money to 
fund repairs for co-op and 
condo owners affected by 

Superstorm Sandy. The 
aid comes from $1.7 billion 
HUD will be giving New 
York for Sandy relief, the 
department said.

If their applications 
are accepted, homeowners 

could receive money 
to repair damaged 
common areas such 
as lobbies, boilers or 
elevators, Schumer 
said.

“We have final-
ly cleared a bureau-
cratic hurdle that 
prevented thousands 
of homeowners in 
New York City and 
Long Island from 
getting the help they 
needed,” said Schum-
er. “We have always 
said that condos and 

co-ops should be eligible for 
the same assistance as sin-
gle-family homes, and now 
they are.”

But in an interview 

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (second from r.) joins 
with community leaders of northeast Queens 
to pressure FEMA so that co-op and condo-
minium owners qualify for grant money in the 
wake of major disasters like Hurricane Sandy.

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 50
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BTNE Qns hails soda ruling
Judge strikes down controversial ban while city fi les an appeal

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Soon after a judge 

struck down the so-called 
soda ban Monday — just 
a day before the new rule 
was expected to go into ef-
fect — some in Queens’s 
restaurant community said 
they supported the court’s 
decision and railed against 
the ban.

“It’s a victory for no 
government intervention,” 
said Jerry Ambrose, who 
has been a bartender at 
Union Jack, at 39-40 Bell 
Blvd., for more than 10 
years.

He said the restau-
rant would not be affected 
by the rule because it does 
not sell sugary drinks in 
bottles or cans and it does 
not have glasses that serve 
amounts larger than 16 
ounces. But he spoke out 
against what he called gov-
ernment intrusion, from 
the thwarted soda rule to a 
city ban against smoking in 
public, saying it has gotten 
out of hand and that people 
should be free to make their 
own decisions.

“They’re beating us 
up. We should all rebel,” he 

said.
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg quickly ap-
pealed the ruling by State 
Supreme Court Justice Mil-
ton Tingling Jr. in Manhat-
tan, who struck down the 
ban on the grounds that it 
was “arbitrary and capri-
cious.”

Nobu Topten, manager 

of A&J Pizza, at 71-37 Aus-
tin St. in Forest Hills, said 
he did not think a limit on 
soda sizes would be an ef-
fective way to lower peo-
ple’s sugar intake.

“I don’t think you can 
really stop people,” he said. 
“People love to eat and 
drink.”

He said he expected 

most consumers would 
go ahead and order two 
16-ounce drinks if they 
could not order a super-
sized drink. But he said he 
was worried that if the ban 
went into effect, he would 
take hits on sales of 2-liter 
bottles of regular soda, say-
ing if people were having 
a party the larger bottles 
made more sense.

“If you have 20 people, 
you’d have to get 20 cans,” 
he said.

He said although the 
ban was struck down, he 
was still waiting to see 
what would happen on ap-
peal before restocking with 
larger regular soda bottles.

Jose Moran, who works 
at Top Hot Bagels & Grill 
Deli, at 40-18 Bell Blvd., also 
said he would have been af-
fected by the ban. He said 
before the court’s ruling he 
did not know what the deli 
would do with a number of 
20-ounce sodas it still had 
in stock.

But one thing he did 
know was that it would not 
have sold them for fear of 
getting slapped with a $200 
fine.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (r.) looks at a 64-ounce cup during a news 
conference after the ban was rejected. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Jimmy Meng gets month behind bars
BY JOE ANUTA

After former Flushing state As-
semblyman Jimmy Meng was sen-
tenced to a month behind bars Tues-
day for taking an $80,000 bribe, his 
daughter, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Bayside), said her family was ready to 
move on.

“I love my father very much. He 
made no excuses for his actions, took 
full responsibility for his behavior 
and accepted the consequences,” she 
said in a statement after appearing 
in Brooklyn federal court with other 
members of his family for the sentenc-
ing. “Hopefully, we can soon put this 
difficult chapter in our lives behind 
us so that he can be back with his fam-
ily and grandchildren and move on to 
the next stage of his life.”

The 69-year-old served as assem-

blyman for the downtown Flushing 
area from 2005-06 and has remained 
an influential political force ever 
since. He was arrested in July for ac-
cepting an $80,000 bribe in exchange 
for offering to influence prosecutors 
in the Manhattan district attorney’s 

office,  although Meng never attempt-
ed to follow through with his ploy, ac-
cording to the office of Brooklyn U.S. 
Attorney Loretta Lynch.

“Jimmy Meng sought to take ad-
vantage of his status as a power broker 
in the Flushing, Queens, community 
with only one design in mind: lining 
his own pockets,” Lynch said in a 
statement following his guilty plea in 
November. “Meng dangled the prom-
ise of justice for sale, but his claims 
of special access to prosecutors were 
nothing more than lies, designed to 
satisfy his greed.”

Meng had told an acquaintance 
who was facing charges of tax crimes 
that he could pass along the bribe 
money to several assistant district at-
torneys, who would then seek a much 
lighter sentence  than the acquain-

Former State Assemblyman Jimmy Meng 
walks through Brooklyn Federal Court 
Tuesday accompanied by his daughter, U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng. Photo by Riyad Hasan

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott listens as Brooklyn 
student Skylah Rodriguez testifies against co-location. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Ed panel OKs schools
inside of Flushing HS 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
It was just after 1 a.m. 

Tuesday — inside a Brook-
lyn high school auditorium 
that seemed all the more 
cavernous due to its mostly 
empty seats — that a city 
education panel  approved 
what most presumed had 
been decided months ago.

After seven hours of 
comments and discussions, 
and with only a handful of 
people left to witness, the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy voted for nearly 60 
school closures and co-lo-
cations, including four in 
Queens.

The panel, composed 
of eight voting members ap-
pointed by the mayor and 
five by each borough presi-
dent, was created when 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
assumed control of the 
city’s schools in 2002. In 
11 years it has never voted 
against a city Department 
of Education proposal, a 
fact that infuriates many 
who believe ending up on a 
PEP agenda is a death sen-
tence.

“You’re just here to 
make it happen — not to de-
liberate, not to opine. Just 
to do what you’re told to do, 
which is raise your hand 
when you’re told to raise 
your hand,” said Manhat-
tan representative Patrick 
Sullivan, who accused the 
mayor’s  appointees of act-
ing as a rubber stamp.

Indeed, that is what 
ended up happening. The 
mayoral members voted to 
approve every item on the 

agenda and, for the most 
part, the borough presi-
dents’ appointees opposed 
them.

At the end of the night, 
the ax had fallen on two 
schools at the Magnet Cam-
pus Complex in Cambria 
Heights by a vote of 8-4. Be-
ginning next year, the DOE 
will launch the three-year 
phase-out of the Business, 
Computer Applications and 
Entrepreneurship High 
School and the Law, Gov-
ernment and Community 
Service High School and 
replace them with a single 
school featuring a career 
and technical-education 
component.

Queens borough ap-
pointee Dmytro Fedkowskyj 
— who introduced a resolu-
tion to put a moratorium on 
closures, phase-outs and 
co-locations that was shot 
down — said the decision to 
close the schools reflected 
more on the mayor than it 
did the institutions.

“These proposals are 
divisive, disruptive and 
demoralizing to the princi-
pals, teachers, parents and 
students. When a decision 
is made to close a school 
after 11 years of education 
reform and mayoral con-
trol, it’s really a reflection 
on how the Mayor’s policy 
failed some of our schools,” 
he told TimesLedger News-
papers. “The schools that 
needed specific attention. 
Our schools did what they 
were told to do and any de-
cision to phase it out pun-
ishes the school community 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 9
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BT Jury convicts Forest Hills cop in cannibal scheme
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
It took a Manhattan 

federal jury less than three 
full days to return a guilty 
verdict for Gilberto Valle, 
the NYPD officer from 
Forest Hills charged with 
plotting online to kidnap, 
kill and eat a number of 
women.

After beginning de-
liberations late Thursday 
afternoon, the six-man, six-
woman jury found Valle, 28, 
guilty Tuesday morning on 
the charge of conspiracy to 
commit kidnapping, which 
carries a maximum sen-
tence of life in prison.

The jury also rendered 
Valle guilty of accessing the 
FBI’s National Crime Infor-
mation Center database.

“Today, a unanimous 
jury found that Gilberto 
Valle’s detailed and specif-
ic plans to abduct women 
for the purpose of commit-
ting grotesque crimes were 
very real, and that he was 

guilty as charged,” U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara 
said in a statement. “The 
Internet is a forum for the 
free exchange of ideas, but 
it does not confer immunity 
for plotting crimes and tak-
ing steps to carry out those 
crimes.”

Sentencing has been 
set for June 19 and Larry 
Cunningham, an associate 
dean and professor at St. 
John’s School of Law, said 
the judge probably will not 
case Valle a break despite 
some contentions that his 
conviction was based on a 
weak government case.

“I think he will cer-
tainly take into account 
the fact that conspiracy 
wasn’t fruitful and no one 
was actually harmed here,” 
he said. “The counterargu-
ment for that is the police 
actually intervened before 
anything could happen. It 
cuts both ways for the de-
fense.”

Valle’s wife reported 

him to the FBI last year af-
ter she discovered graphic 
pornography on his com-
puter and what appeared 
to be detailed plans to kid-

nap and torture numerous 
women, some of whom were 
known personally.

An investigation of the 
computer found Internet 

searches for things such 
as rope and chloroform, 
extensive files on women 
Valle allegedly planned to 
target as well as chat and 
e-mail logs with purported 
co-conspirators planning 
to abduct women.

The question posed to 
the jury was whether this 
was mere fantasy or wheth-
er Valle took concrete steps 
toward making his plans 
reality.

“I’m just afraid of get-
ting caught. If I were guar-
anteed to get away with it, 
I would,” said one of the e-
mails prosecutor Hadassa 
Waxman showed jurors.

During the time pe-
riod he was chatting on-
line, Valle visited one of the 
women he spoke about for 
lunch, and sent a PBA card 
to another whom he had not 
seen in years.

The prosecution ar-
gued these were examples 
of “surveillance” Valle was 
doing on his targets.

“In doing so Officer 
Valle crossed the line. He 
left the world of fantasy 
and entered the world of re-
ality,” Waxman said. “This 
case is not about freedom 
of speech or freedom of 
thought. It’s about plan-
ning and agreeing to hurt 
real women.”

The defense argued 
that Valle never intended 
to hurt anyone and accused 
the government of either 
not understanding the on-
line fetish subculture the 
officer was part of or cher-
ry picking their evidence to 
ignore chats that disproved 
their case.

“I just have a world in 
my mind, and in that world 
I am kidnapping women 
and selling them to people 
interested in buying them,” 
said another one of Valle’s 
e-mails entered into evi-
dence by the defense. “I’m 
just talking fantasy... No 
matter what I say it’s just 
make-believe.”

This undated photo submitted into evidence by defense attor-
ney Julia Gatto shows Police Officer Gilberto Valle with his daugh-
ter. A jury convicted the Forest Hills resident earlier this week of 
conspiracy to kidnap and illegally accessing a federal crime data-
base. AP Photo provided by Gatto

For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 
children understand and appreciate math.

+

Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch up, 
as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.

+

Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each child’s 
weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better grades, 

higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

($149 value)
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.
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BY PHIL CORSO

In recognition of Wom-
en’s History Month, Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall honored two of the 
borough’s influential and 
tenured public servants 
Tuesday in Kew Gardens.

Barry Grodenchik, di-
rector of community board 
and former deputy borough 
president, presented of-
ficial citations Tuesday to 
Diana Pizzuti and Debbie 
Carney in honor of their 
ongoing service to their 
home borough.

Pizzuti, a command-
ing officer of Patrol Bor-
ough Queens North for 
the NYPD, said she was 
humbled to receive such 
recognition from the bor-
ough president’s office. She 
accepted the citation in the 
company of borough lead-
ers and district managers, 
many of whom she said she 

has spent years working 
alongside.

Carney, who has 
worked as deputy director 
in the Department of City 
Planning in Queens for the 
past 25 years, said her co-
workers have become more 
like family.

“I feel like I’ve grown 
up in this large commu-
nity of Queens,” she said. 
“This has given me a lot of 
experience with people and 
the opportunity to be the 
bridge between the commu-
nity and government.”

Boro president honors movers 
for Women’s History Month

NYPD Assistant Chief Diana Pizzuti (l.) and Deputy Director 
Debbie Carney, of the Queens office for the city Department of 
City Planning, display honorary citations received after Borough 
President Helen Marshall celebrated Women’s History Month. 

EMPIRE 
MARKET

HOME MADE ORGANIC

IMPORTED GERMAN 
GROCERIES

14-26 College Point Blvd. (Next to the Municipal Parking Lot) 

The Village 

“SPECIALTY BUTCHERS”

THE LEPINE FAMILY
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BLOTTER

COMMUNITY  
PASSOVER SEDER
Monday, March 25, Seder begins at 8:00 pm

Seder conducted by Rabbi Samuel Waidenbaum 
Traditional Passover dinner catered by Meal Mart  

(Glatt Kosher) 

Call for menu choices & prices 
718-459-1000 

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER 
97-30 Queens Blvd., Rego Park, NY

POLICE 

Blotter
3 people rob business at gunpoint: NYPD

ASTORIA — The NYPD was reaching 
out for the public’s help in finding suspects 
wanted in connection with a gunpoint rob-
bery inside the 114th Precinct, police said.

According to the NYPD, two black men 
and one Hispanic man in their 20s entered 
a commercial location at 35-09 24th St. in 
Astoria March 2 around 1:15 p.m. carrying 
cardboard boxes.

After entering, they demanded money 
from a 78-year-old man inside and then fled 
with an unknown amount of cash, police 
said.

Minor injuries were reported at the 
scene, the NYPD said.

Police said the suspects were all wear-
ing hoodies and jackets. The lone Hispanic 
suspect displayed a firearm, the NYPD 
said.

Anyone with information was asked 
to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public could also submit their 
tips by logging on to the Crime Stoppers 
website at nypdcrimestoppers.com or by 
sending tips via text message to 274637 
(CRIMES) and entering TIP577.

Driver critical after crash at Midtown Tunnel

LONG ISLAND CITY — A driver 
whose SUV collided with a light pole by the 
Queens-Midtown Tunnel Tuesday after-
noon was listed in critical condition later 
that night, police said.

According to a spokesman for the 
FDNY, emergency responders received 
a call at 4:57 p.m. about the crash and re-
sponded to 51st Avenue and 11th Street, a 
side street bordering the tunnel.

A Bridge and Tunnel officer had per-
formed CPR on the man until medics ar-
rived, the New York Post reported.

The man, whose age was not available, 
was then taken in cardiac arrest to Belle-
vue Hospital in Manhattan, according to 
the Fire Department spokesman.

A spokesman for the NYPD said Tues-

day night the driver was listed in critical 
condition and no one else had been in-
jured.

Police perform an accident investigation on 
51st Avenue and 11th Street Tuesday evening. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Woman’s purse swiped from car in Flushing lot

FLUSHING -- Police were ask-
ing the public’s help in finding a 
person suspected of breaking into 
a woman’s car as it was parked in 
a municipal parking lot near 135-20 
39th Ave.

The 50-year-old woman locked 
her keys in her car and had gone to 
get help to retrieve them when the 
person broke in and stole her pock-
etbook, credit cards, money and iP-
hone, police said.

The credit cards were later used 
at an Hmart and a California Farm-
ers Market by an unknown male, 
cops said. 

Surveillance images show a suspect wanted in connec-
tion with a Flushing theft. Images courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

30CIGARS
ONLY $1999*

*At Cigars International, we only sell 
our products to adults who meet the 
legal age requirement to purchase 
tobacco products. If you are not of 
the legal age to purchase tobacco 
products, please do not enter our 
site. For more information on how 
we age verify, please see www.
cigarsinternational.com/ageverify.

CIGARS INTERNATIONAL�1911 Spillman Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18015

  Code: SAZ76  Item# SP-CA16                                                     Offer Expires 5-30-2013

* Send me one 30 cigar sampler for $1999 + $495 s/h.
*  Pennsylvania residents add 6% tax   — remittance 

of any taxes on orders shipped outside of PA is 
the responsibility of  the purchaser. 
One per customer, limited time offer.

1-888-244-2790
mention code SAZ76

www.CigarsIntl.com/SAZ76
You must enter complete web address for special offer

Dominican long-filler 
Churchill Sampler

Cigars International is the 
veritable 800 lb gorilla of 
the premium, handmade 
cigar industry. First-rate 
service, guaranteed quality 
and freshness, and the 
biggest discounts in all the 
land. So I’m offering an 
89% off introductory deal 
to prove it. 30 handmade, 
�ominican, long-� ller 
Churchills for just $1999! 

ONLY
$1999*
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A firm advocate of in-
creased policing, City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) applauded the city 
Parks Department’s hiring 
of more parks enforcement 
patrol officers come the 
2014 fiscal year.

“These officers are a 
necessity,” Vallone said. 
“This is welcome news.”

The Parks Department 
said in an e-mail that May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s fis-
cal year 2014 budget would 
account for 81 additional 
PEP officers who would en-
force park rules and protect 
the parks. The budget also 
allows for an increase in 
additional parks staff, in-
cluding 207 city park work-
ers, 30 tree climbers and 
pruners, and 96 mainte-
nance and trades workers, 
technicians and analysts to 
maintain various park and 
playground equipment, the 
Parks Department said.

Vallone, chairman 
of the Council’s Public 
Safety Committee, took up 
the call for more parks of-
ficers in fall 2012 after the 
union DC 37 Local 983 said 
Queens only had one Parks 
enforcement officer for all 
of its more than 400 parks, 
playgrounds, triangles and 
malls.

While the number was 

disputed by First Deputy 
Parks Commissioner Liam 
Kavanagh, who said the 
borough had 12 officers, 
Vallone insisted the Parks 
Department hire more, es-
pecially since many of the 
officers are called away 
to police the beaches and 
pools during the hot sum-
mer months.

Vallone said that 2012 
statistics documented an 8 
percent increase in crimes 
in parks last year compared 
to a 4 percent increase in 
crime citywide, making the 
new park officers crucial.

“More parks officers 
on patrol will be a welcome 
sight,” he said.

Despite the good news, 
Vallone said he is still fight-
ing to ensure that Queens 
and the other outerbor-
oughs get an adequate por-
tion of Parks enforcement 
officers to patrol them. He 
said all Queens parks are 
deserving of protection and 
right now the borough has 
few of them.

“It’s not like we can say 
Queens has its fair share,” 
he said.

The councilman de-
scribed parks as oases of 
solitude but said such soli-
tude could make people un-
safe. He urged park-goers to 
be aware of their surround-
ings at all times to protect 

themselves from becoming 
victims of crime.

“Crooks today are look-
ing for people who are not 
paying attention,” Vallone 
said, “especially if they’re 
on the cellphone.”

Vallone has also ad-
vocated for more hiring 
of NYPD officers citywide 
in the past. He said crime 
has risen since the NYPD’s 
force went down from 41,000 
in 2001 at the height of the 
Safe Streets-Safe City pro-
gram. There are currently 
fewer than 35,000 officers 
in the NYPD.

BREAKING

Some condos, co-ops
cut off from tax relief

BY PHIL CORSO

After recently cele-
brating the state’s commit-
ment to securing a partial 
tax abatement plan for co-
op and condominium own-
ers, Bay Terrace’s Warren 
Schreiber said he was dis-
appointed to see the city po-
tentially complicating the 
process.

Schreiber, who serves 
as president of the Bay Ter-
race Community Alliance 
and co-president of the 
Presidents Co-op & Condo 
Council, said in a state-
ment the city Department 
of Finance had reached out 
to co-op and condominium 
owners to let them know 
that some of them were in 
danger of being excluded 
from the tax abatement.

“After much hard work 
by the Presidents Co-op and 
Condo Council and Albany 
lawmakers in putting to-
gether the co-op and condo 
tax abatement law, the NYC 
Department of Finance has 
found a way to screw it up,” 
Schreiber said. “Unfortu-
nately, this is no surprise 
and simply represents busi-
ness as usual at the DOF.”

The co-op property 
tax abatement only applies 
to those whose apartment 
units are their primary 
residences. the Department 
of Finance said. The agency 
said it reached out to co-op 
and condo owners through-

out the city last week if their 
records did not show their 
units were their main ad-
dress, so their abatements 
would be phased out.

Schreiber said the no-
tice went out to neighbors 
of his who have lived at 
their one and only address 
for as many as 30 years, 
meaning they had to arbi-
trarily jump through more 
of the city’s hoops to prove 
that they indeed qualified 
for a tax abatement they de-
served.

“To further compli-
cate matters, owners must 
now complete and return 
the Cooperative Tax Abate-
ment Primary Resident 
Verification no later than 
April 1, 2013,” Schreiber 
said. “This is happening 
because the DOF has failed 
to regularly, if ever, update 
their records.”

Earlier this year, 
elected officials from city 
and state government made 
right on their initial prom-
ises by extending the J-51 
tax abatement program, 
saving co-op and condo 
owners from a devastating 
increase in real property 
taxes. Schreiber joined 
with various community 
leaders and elected officials 
in January to celebrate the 
new legislation, which he 
said kept financially strug-
gling families from losing 
their homes.

The plan raised tax 
abatements from 17.5 per-
cent to 25 percent this 
year, 26.5 percent next year 
and 28 percent in 2015 for 
properties whose average 
assessed values were less 
than $50,000, officials said.

According to the leg-
islation, co-op and condo 
units with an average unit 
assessment value above 
$55,000 but less than or 
equal to $60,000, receive 
partial abatements of 20 
percent, 21.2 percent and 
22.5 percent over the next 
three years.

Beyond that, all units 
valued at more than $60,000 
receive abatements of 17.5 
percent over the next three 
years, the ruling said.

Parks to hire 81 new offi cers
Vallone hails patrol increase set for Bloomberg’s FY 2014 budget

tance was facing, according 
to prosecutors. But Meng 
reportedly never contacted 
anyone in the office and 
that acquaintance, Eric Hu, 
began cooperating with the 
authorities.

Between December 
2011 and July 2012, Hu re-
corded numerous incrimi-
nating telephone calls with 
Meng, according to pros-
ecutors.

In July, under instruc-
tions from the FBI, Hu 
handed Meng a fruit basket 

containing the cash at the 
former lawmaker’s lumber 
business in Flushing. Meng 
was promptly taken into 
custody.

Federal sentencing 
guidelines stated that 
Meng originally faced 12 to 
18 months behind bars.

But while Brooklyn 
Federal Judge Allyne Ross 
said Meng took advantage 
of his prominent status in 
the community to enrich 
himself, she showed some 
mercy to the former law-
maker due to his age, com-
munity service record and 
health, the New York Post 
 reported, sentencing him 
to 750 hours of community 

service, four months house 
arrest, two years proba-
tion and making him pay 
a $30,000 fine in addition to 
the prison time.

Meng, the first Asian 
American elected to the 
state Legislature, contin-
ues a long tradition of dis-
graced Queens political 
figures.

Former state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley, Queens 
Republican operative John 
Haggerty, late Assembly-
man Anthony Seminario, 
former Assemblyman 
Brian McLaughlin, former 
Queens Assemblyman and 
then city and state Comp-
troller Alan Hevesi and 

former City Councilmen 
Hiram Monserrate and Den-
nis Gallagher have all been 
found or pleaded guilty to 
crimes ranging from fraud 
to bribery to forcible touch-
ing — just within the last 
five years.

Former Rep. Anthony 
Weiner stepped down from 
office in summer 2011 in the 
wake of a sexting scandal, 
but he never found himself 
before a judge.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

Continued from Page 5

Meng

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (r.) speaks with Joe Puelo of DC 37 Local 983 in Astoria Park about 
the lack of parks enforcement patrol officers last year. The department is set to get 81 new officers in 
the next fiscal year. Photo courtesy Vallone

Warren Schreiber, of Bay 
Terrace, is active in his Bay 
Terrace co-op community to 
make sure everyone gets the 
tax abatements they qualify 
for.
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banking at QsideFCU.org.

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

�etter rates. �ig�er di�idends. Fe�er �ees. �t Qside� �e rein�est o�r �ro�ts ba�k 
into o�r a��o�nt �o�ders� so �o� get a�� t�e bene�ts �it�o�t t�e big bank agenda. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA

36-45 Bell Blvd. • Bayside, NY 11361
718.225.3103 • gohidoggy.com

GRAND OPENING!
Dog Grooming    Dog Care Supplies    Food 

Toys    Winter Coats    Puppies for Sale!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

BY REBECCA HENELY AND 
PHILIP NEWMAN

The City Council said 
it had received notice from 
the MTA that the agency 
would not be able to stop 
the scheduled No. 7 subway 
line work for the Manhat-
tan St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade this Saturday.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
had made the request with 
other Queens elected of-
ficials to halt the repairs 
for the event. The No. 7 line 
has been under construc-
tion during the winter this 
weekend to improve its sig-
nal system.

“While we appreciate 
the effort being made to 
improve the 7 trains, the 
MTA’s decision to close this 
vital lifeline for 13 consecu-
tive weekends for repairs 
has been a terrible burden 
on residents and business-

es particularly in Queens,” 
the officials said.

“The lack of service 
caused tremendous hard-
ship and frustration on the 
Lunar New Year and we 
don’t want to see that hap-
pen again when the city 
hosts the 251st St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade — one of New 
York’s oldest and most cele-
brated cultural events — on 
March 16,” Quinn said in a 
letter to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

Others who signed on 
to the appeal were Coun-
cilman James Vacca (D-
Bronx), chairman of the 
Council’s Transportation 
Committee, and fellow 
Councilmen Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing).

Koo and other elected 
officials from Flushing 
asked the MTA to restore 
service for Flushing’s Lu-
nar New Year Parade earli-

er this year to no avail, but 
have received a pledge that 
the agency will suspend 
repairs on the No. 7 line 
for next year’s Lunar New 
Year events.

The Quinn letter said 
more than 1,000 New York-
ers had signed on to an 
online petition demanding 
the MTA reinstate weekend 
service on the No. 7 line.

“Shutting down the 7 
train on yet another holi-
day weekend will not only 
harm business owners in 
Queens and Manhattan,” 
it read. “It will also create 
and unnecessary hurdle for 
Queens residents planning 
to attend the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade and celebrate 
their Irish heritage.”

The MTA has been 
cutting off service between 
Queensboro Plaza and 
Times Square for the week-
end repair project.

MTA will do 7 train work 
on day of St. Pat’s Parade
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Open one of the below CDs and get rewarded1 when you have 
or open any interest-bearing checking account with us.

$500 MINIMUM BALANCE TO EARN INTEREST

20-MONTH CD    24-MONTH CD    30-MONTH CD   36-MONTH CD
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One great rate, you choose the term!

<�������+��
��������
���������+�

       



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3 

NE

12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

ASTORIA TIMES n BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES n FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES n JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES n LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  n RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
(718) 260-4545

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk
Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman
Suzanne Green

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley
Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Photo Editor: Christina Santucci 
Reporters: Rebecca Henely, Joe 
Anuta, Rich Bockmann, Phil Corso, 
Steve Mosco, Karen Frantz
Layout: Rod Ivey
Designer: Charlotte Carter
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, P.J. Smith, Ken 
Maldonado

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, Suzanne 
Parker, Ronald B. Hellman, 
William Lewis, Bob Friedrich

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse

Follow New York’s lead on gun control

P
rotecting our most 
valuable resource 
— children — is any 
society’s most sacred 

duty, but it is a mission 
that we too often fail to ac-
complish. And that failure, 
whether it is in a supermar-
ket parking lot in Tucson, 
Ariz., or a classroom in 
Newtown, Conn., is a con-
tinuing tragedy that should 
offend us all and shame us 
into immediate action.

For too long, we have 
sat aside and done nothing.

That is, until now. With 
the passage of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s NY-SAFE Act, 

New Yorkers today have in 
place the toughest gun con-
trol legislation in the coun-
try that will help keep the 
most dangerous weapons 
and high-capacity maga-
zines off our streets, away 
from our shopping centers 
and out of our schools.

But the scourge of gun 
violence does not end at our 
state’s borders.

That is why I intro-
duced a resolution, passed 
by my City Council col-
leagues, that calls on other 
states to follow New York’s 
path toward sensible, com-
mon sense gun legislation. 

I thank Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) for co-sponsoring 
this resolution and her 
leadership in moving this 
resolution through the 
Council.

While I stand with 
President Barack Obama’s 
call for an up-or-down vote 
on responsible federal leg-
islation, we cannot afford 
to wait for the Republican-
controlled U.S. House of 
Representatives to act to 
get weapons of war and 
high-capacity ammunition 
magazines off streets.

We in New York City 

have an interest in seeing 
our tough gun laws mir-
rored in New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Connecticut and 
beyond.

Polls have shown that 
a majority of Americans 
are on our side, and though 
the gun lobby is strong, we 
are stronger.

New York has cast 
its lot with protecting our 
kids. Now it is time for the 
rest of the nation to act.

James Gennaro
City Councilman

(D-Fresh Meadows)

CALL IT CORRECTION
The city appears to be getting serious about lowering 

the rate of recidivism for criminals sentenced to up to a 
year at Rikers Island and all the other jails in the system.

Although the agency that runs Rikers is the city De-
partment of Correction, the emphasis has been on pun-
ishment. Statistics show that up to 70 percent of Rikers 
inmates find their way back to jail.

In February Mayor Michael Bloomberg made a trip to 
Rikers Island to announce a new program to help inmates 
stay out of jail once they are released.

He introduced a program called the Individualized 
Correction Achievement Network that will be rolled out 
in four facilities on Rikers and then expanded to the city’s 
entire jail system.

The program relies on nonprofits that will help of-
fenders get jobs, earn a GED and stay sober. That’s a com-
mendable but daunting task.

JoAnne Page, president of the Fortune Society, a pro-
gram that has been working for decades with the Rikers 
population, said, “Our experience and the experience of 
re-entry providers in jails and prisons across the country 
have shown how important it is to have a seamless and 
supportive transition from incarceration to needed ser-
vices in the community.”

Keeping an inmate at Rikers is costly. The mayor is 
right to do everything possible to end the cycle of recidi-
vism and put the inmates on track to a meaningful life. We 
wish the program success.

WE’LL DRINK TO THAT
Just hours before a ban on sugary sodas larger than 

16 ounces was to go into effect in New York City, a judge 
blocked it.

It’s not that we disagree with the mayor. The super-
size sugary drinks are making the city fat. Encouraging 
people not to enjoy the sugary drinks is a good thing.

But outlawing them by mayoral decree was an abuse 
of power. Bloomberg is the mayor, not a super parent with 
the right to tell people what they can eat and drink.

Bloomberg also wants the state to bar sugary soda 
drinks of more than16 ounces in stores. In fact, he says, 
“Everybody across this country should do it.”

The court has reminded Bloomberg that he was elect-
ed mayor of New York, not super nanny of America.
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Pols must stand up for Flushing Meadows, not big biz
W

hat happened to 
the New Yorkers 
I have known and 
loved?

I do not understand 
what has happened in the 
“city so nice they named 
it twice.” When did this 
change happen? We used 
to be a city of people that 
stood up for what was what 
and made no bones about 
it. Now in Queens we have 
our elected representatives 
— I use the term lightly — 
selling out the people they 
swore to represent.

There are three proj-
ects undergoing public 
review, which would sac-
rifice acreage in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Yet 
several elected officials are 
on board with the develop-

ers, in effect speaking for 
the developers instead of 
their constituents.

They tell us the theft 
being perpetrated upon us 
is what we need and want, 
that this is a good thing. 
They speak of “public-pri-
vate partnerships.” They 
speak of the wretched con-
ditions of Flushing Mead-
ows, but they do not speak 
of their incompetence, in-
ability or unwillingness 
to fund the park. They tell 
local business owners that 
these projects are a good 
deal, but they do not tell the 
merchants that there will 
be no increase in business.

Every stadium has its 
own restaurants that cater 
to all types of clients, and 
this one will be no different. 

These stadiums are built as 
cities unto themselves, com-
plete with shops, restau-
rants, fast food joints and 
vending machines. They do 
not tell merchants that the 
added traffic, without add-
ed roads and parking, will 
only force a crackdown on 
parking, possibly eliminat-
ing valued parking in front 
of their establishments.

Think about it: North-
ern Boulevard has no 
parking westbound for the 
morning rush hour and no 
parking eastbound for the 
evening rush. What is go-
ing to happen on the other 
streets when the roads be-
come blocked?

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-Jack-
son Heights) represents 

the district that will be af-
fected the most. Most of her 
constituents use the park 
daily during the summer 
months. They play soccer 
and cricket and have pic-
nics, festivals and a myriad 
of other events. Yet she is 
leading the charge to take 
the parkland away.

Barry Grodenchik, 
deputy borough president 
and candidate for borough 
president; Melinda Katz; 
and Councilmen Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) have remained 
silent on this issue. They 
want the borough presiden-
cy but remain silent while 
the borough gets robbed. 
This is not acceptable.

Back to my initial con-

cern. Are we to stand by 
and allow our park to be 
taken from us? Are we to 
stand by and allow our rep-
resentatives to represent 
the businesses instead of 
us? Has it become OK to ac-
cept whatever it is they give 
us because they do it with a 
smile and a nod? They feign 
care and concern when we 
get upset.

Just because you 
speak to us in a calm man-
ner in the pretense of being 
civil does not mean you are 
being civil. Allowing the 
thieves to rob from us is not 
a civil thing.

Enough already. The 
time is now. We need to call 
out our representatives and 
hold them accountable for 
what they do.

Stand up, New York. 
This is our park! There is 
no deal to be made. Our 
families and children have 
rights to this park, not the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation, Major League Soc-
cer or the Fred Wilpon and 
his Sterling Related compa-
nies.

Call your representa-
tives and tell them no to the 
land theft at FMCP.

Alfredo Centola
Malba Gardens Civic 

Association
Coalition to Save Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park
Malba Gardens

CB 7 should vote no on USTA

C
ommunity Board 7 is 
entitled to whatever 
information and 
conditions it deems 

necessary to aid it in mak-
ing a decision on the United 
States Tennis Association’s 
current application that in-
volves a significant struc-
tural expansion of its facili-
ties in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park (“CB 7 wants 
more info on USTA expan-
sion,” TimesLedger News-
papers Feb. 22-28, 2013).

With all due respect 
to the members of CB 7, 
their emphasis on how 
much money the USTA 
would pump into park im-
provements is misplaced. 
If it walks like a duck and 
quacks like a duck, it is 
a duck. Making approval 
conditional upon a fund for 
the park is nothing more 
than a sale of parkland in 
sheep’s clothing.

A park is the lifeblood 
of an urban city and a civi-
lized society does not sell, 
barter or otherwise alien-
ate parkland, a non-renew-
able resource. There is a 
difference between a phil-
anthropic contribution by 
a civic-minded person who 
seeks nothing more from 
the park than name rec-
ognition and commercial 
entities who want parkland 
just to make money.

Like the vast major-
ity of businesses, the USTA 
should buy property in the 
open market and not ex-
pect subsides from taxpay-
ers. The USTA left Forest 
Hills to make more money 
in Flushing Meadows, and 
thereafter extorted more 
parkland to make more 
money and now seeks a 
gross expansion to make 
more money. The applica-
tion should be rejected 

as unwarranted, and the 
USTA can easily make do 
with what it currently has.

CB 7 need have no fear 
that if it rejects the applica-
tion, the USTA will leave. 
Greedy it is, but it is not 
stupid. It will not give up 
the land it got free and the 
otherwise fantastic deal 
in which it operates. Last 
year, the USTA earned $270 
million and paid the city a 
paltry sum of $2.5 million, 
an amount that qualifies 
it as a cruel joke upon New 
York City taxpayers.

The time has come to 
recognize FMCP is an im-
portant and much-needed 
park and not real estate for 
sale and to stop the inces-
sant dumping on the park 
and the public be damned.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

No. 7 should service St. Pat’s parade
An open letter to inter-

im Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority Executive 
Director Thomas Prender-
gast:

W
e are writing to 
request that the 
MTA reinstate No. 
7 train service be-

tween Queensboro Plaza 
and Times Square March 
16.

While we appreciate 
the effort being made to 
improve the No. 7 train, the 
MTA’s decision to close this 
lifeline for 13 consecutive 
weekends while repairs are 
being made has been a ter-
rible burden on residents 
and businesses, particu-
larly in Queens.

The lack of service 
caused tremendous hard-

ship and frustration on 
Lunar New Year, and we do 
not want to see that happen 
again when the city hosts 
the 251st St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, one of New York’s 
oldest and most celebrated 
cultural events, March 16.

And we are not alone. 
More than a thousand New 
Yorkers have signed our 
online petition calling on 
the MTA to reverse course 
on its decision.

Shutting down the No. 
7 train on yet another holi-
day weekend will not only 
harm business owners in 
Queens and Manhattan, 
but create an unnecessary 
hurdle for Queens residents 
planning to attend the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and 
celebrate their Irish heri-

tage.
Again, we request the 

MTA reinstate No. 7 train 
service between Queens-
boro Plaza and Times 
Square March 16.

Christine Quinn
City Council Speaker

(D-Manhattan)

James Vacca
Chairman

Council Transportation 
Committee
(D-Bronx)

Jimmy Van Bramer
Councilman

(D-Sunnyside)

Peter Koo
Councilman

(D-Flushing)

CORRECTION

An editorial on the proposed United States Tennis Association expansion in the March 8-14 edition 
of TimesLedger Newspapers should have said that three unions — the Hotel Trades Council, Building 
and Construction Trades Council of Greater New York and 32BJ SEIU — supported the construction of 
a soccer stadium.
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Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

March 24 Palm Sunday    8:00 & 10:30 am 
 Procession with palms
 Reading of the Passion
 Holy Eucharist

March 28 Maundy Thursday   7:30 pm
 Foot washing
 Holy Eucharist

Also on  Maundy Thursday   8:30 pm
Stations of the Cross
by our children in the Parish Hall

March 29 Good Friday    1:30 pm 
 Solemn Liturgy
 Veneration of the Cross

Also on  Good Friday   7:30 pm
 Passion Play Reading 
 by our Youth in the Parish Hall

March 30 Holy Saturday    8:00 pm
 The 1st Celebration of Easter 

March 31  Easter Sunday   8:00  & 10:30 am
 Holy Eucharist
 Easter Egg Hunt    12:00 noon

243-01 Northern Blvd. Douglaston, NY 11363 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES ALLZION EPISCOPAL CHURCH

We invite you to join us at any of these Holy Week Liturgies. 
Bring a Friend!

Holy Week Schedule

Beaut i ful chora l & ins t rumental music on Palm & Easter Sundays-10 : 30 am

t was March 1955 when 
the city announced 
plans to inject 250,000 
tots with the polio vac-

cine. The city public health 
commissioner explained 
that the effort to eradi-
cate polio would involve 
all first- and second-grade 
school kids.

A force of more than 
400 doctors, assisted by a 
like number of nurses and 
other health care workers, 
were to fan out across the 
city. The commissioner 
also urged parents to get all 
three doses for their kids 
before the start of the polio 
season.

According to Robert 
Moses, the proposed $120 
million Throgs Neck Bridge 
and Clearview Expressway 
would be built as planned 
— or not at all.

He said “it cannot be 
financed, and therefore 
cannot be built without 
suitable approaches. The 
ramps serve the needs of 
the public and [there would 
be] a tremendous increase 
in construction costs if 
they were put in the wrong 
place.”

He disputed the num-
ber of homes destroyed and 
families displaced. Moses 

claimed the project would 
have taken only 536 instead 
of 800 homes, and displaced 
600 instead of 1,000 fami-
lies.

The city announced 
plans to destroy the natu-
ral beauty of Alley Pond 
in Douglaston, once the 
crossroads for northeast 
Queens. The pond where 
Thomas Foster built his 
stone fort in 1637 was to be 
partly filled in to provide a 
firm base of the $1.9 million 
bridge on the Long Island 
Expressway.

The result was to be a 
kidney-shaped pool much 
in the modern style, “a 
suitable adornment for the 
ultra-modern $30 million 
depressed eight-lane super 
highway,” read official re-
ports on the project.

More than 3,500 police-

men jammed Lost Battalion 
Hall in Elmhurst protest-
ing a “skimpy” pay raise. 
In a fiery talk delivered to 
an overflow crowd, Patrol-
men Benevolent Associa-
tion President John Carton 
asked the police to demon-
strate at City Hall when 
Budget Director Abraham 
Beame presented his final 
recommendation to the 
City Council.

It was the first mass 
demonstration by police in 
city history. The city pro-
posed a slight raise for 1955, 
followed by a disappoint-
ing $100 yearly increase in 
1956. Police, whose starting 
pay was $3,915, were urged 
to endorse their paychecks 
with the words “under pro-
test.”

Gertz department 
store, still run by found-
ing Ben Gertz’s sons Harry, 

Max, Sam and Louis, adver-
tised that it was celebrating 
its 44th anniversary. Their 
three-year-old Flushing 
store was the largest retail 
establishment on Long Is-
land.

The 1955 basketball 
season featured teams in 
New York, Boston, Phila-
delphia, Minneapolis, Syr-
acuse, Fort Wayne, Roches-
ter and Milwaukee. Playing 
in New Haven, Conn., the 
New York Knicks defeated 
the Boston Celtics, but both 
teams almost did not take 
the floor because nobody 
brought along an official 
league basketball.

Wilt “The Stilt” Cham-
berlain, the most sought-
after high school player 
in the nation, was barred 
from playing in the Flush-
ing YMCA Boys Invitation 

Basketball Tournament.
Tourney director Jess 

Brown said, “Chamberlain 
is not a metropolitan area 
boy, and this tournament is 
designed for local teams.”

More than 125 colleges 
sent Chamberlain invita-
tions for fall enrollment.

Capt. John Powers, ac-
companied by a sergeant 
and six patrolmen, broke 
up a charity card party for 
the Heart Fund at Maspeth 
Legion Hall.

More than 300 angry 
women, evicted before they 
had coffee and cake, de-
manded an apology from 
police. Police Commission-
er Francis Adams ordered 
an inquiry of the charity 
party raid.

The Heart Fund lost 
$1,500.

City planned bridge to fi ll in boro’s Alley Pond in 1955

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Jere’s Hardware LLC 
173-05 Horace Harding Expressway, Flushing 11365

(718)357-8820

 www.snapper.com

BUY NOW!

UP TO 50% OFF*

Select from Premium mowers that offer great features such as:

*On select models.

Original Price: $3749 

Promotional Price: $1999**

 Original Price:  $519 

 Promotional Price:  $329 **

Exclusive Hurricane Sandy 
Recovery Special

Limited time only, while supplies last.

Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 

Meeks makes trip to Venezuela  
for President Chavez’s funeral

BY RICH BOCKMANN

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
was part of the delegation that traveled 
to Venezuela for the late President Hugo 
Chavez’s funeral last week.

“The people there know me. I’m not 
some Johnny-Come-Lately,” Meeks, a 
member of the House Committee on For-
eign Affairs, said in an interview. “He sent 
individuals down there with a passion and 
some credibility.”

Chavez died March 5 after being diag-
nosed with cancer in 2011.

Meeks, who made the trip to Cara-
cas with U.S. Rep. William Delahunt (D-
Mass.) and U.S. Embassy Caracas Chargé 
d’Affaires James Derham March 8, said 
he first visited the country in 2000 when 
Chavez was elected and has been there sev-
eral times since.

Meeks and Delahunt introduced the 
controversial Latin American leader to 
Joseph Kennedy II, and in 2006 Meeks 
helped broker a deal to provide Kennedy’s 
Citizens Energy with Venezuelan heating 
oil for low-income Americans in southeast 

Queens and the Bronx, among other plac-
es. 

The congressman said while he did 
not always see eye-to-eye with Chavez, he 
admired his dedication to the plight of the 
poor.

“The issues for those who are poor [in 
Venezuela] are like it is to be poor anyplace 
else. The thing is before Chavez the poor 
were never on anybody’s mind,” he said. 
“He talked about the poor, average person 
all the time.”

“I had some disagreements with how 
the Chavez administration operated and 
moved the economy,” Meeks added. “I’m 
not a socialist. I’m a capitalist. I think you 
can do it right to help the poor and help 
those who don’t have jobs get jobs.”

Chavez pledged to strengthen his so-
cialist hold on the country after winning 
re-election by 10 percentage points in an 
October race that drew an 80-percent voter 
turnout, Reuters reported.

The runner-up, Henrique Capriles, 
appears to be the strongest challenger to 
Chavez’s hand-picked successor, acting 
President Nicolas Maduro, in next month’s 
election.
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Closed Sundays

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Closed Sundays

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

Closed Sundays

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

LEADING FABRICATORS OF 
WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

A it ill B ld

Proudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 12
MONTHS!

†

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES PRE-SEASON SAVINGS!

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 12 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

Doctors raise Rockaway storm funds with fashion
Humanitarian organization teams with clothing designer to bring needed medical relief to peninsula 

BY STEVE MOSCO

The humanitarian effort fol-
lowing Hurricane Sandy brought 
volunteers to the Rockaways to 
help in the immediate aftermath 
of the storm.

Now close to five months af-
ter the superstorm surged ashore, 
the long-term health of the most 
drastically affected communities 
is getting the attention it needs.

Doctors of the World-USA, 
an international humanitarian 
organization providing medical 
care to vulnerable populations, 
surveyed the area between Beach 
57th and Beach 117th streets and 
identified the need for treatment 
for asthma, respiratory condi-
tions, flus and colds, as well as for 
mental health services. They also 
found residents who were unable 
to obtain medical supplies and 
much-needed prescription medi-
cations to treat serious chronic 
illnesses.

And since most efforts to 

help require money, Doctors of 
the World is teamed with Marche-
sa, an international fashion 
company, to create and launch a 
specially designed “I Love New 
York” T-shirt to benefit the Doc-
tors’ Hurricane Sandy relief cam-
paign, which provides longterm 
health care services to residents 
in the Rockaways.

“Hurricane Sandy had a dev-
astating impact on our region, 
and the funds generated by the 
T-shirt will provide vital health 
care services to the residents 
in the Rockaways,” said Henry 
Chang, executive director of Doc-
tors of the World-USA.

Through its relief campaign 
and its Treat, Connect and Re-
store initiative, Doctors of the 
World has been meeting critical 
medical needs in the months af-
ter the storm struck the region in 
late October. Since then, the hu-
manitarian organization has de-
ployed volunteers to canvas much 
of the Rockaways and address lo-

cal health needs.
The nonprofit identified 

more than 100 individuals in need 
of ongoing care and expects to lo-
cate many more.

Georgina Chapman, co-
founder of Marchesa, said the 
lingering effects of the storm 
were the driving force behind the 
design of the shirt. She wanted to 
work with I Love New York not 
only because the logo is an iconic 
symbol of the state, but also be-
cause the ultimate show of sup-
port in times of need is to come 
and visit — and the icon is dedi-
cated to spreading that message.

“As a New Yorker who has 
witnessed the incredible dam-
age caused by Hurricane Sandy, 
this was an amazing opportu-
nity for Marchesa to raise funds 

and awareness of Doctors of the 
World’s Hurricane Sandy Relief 
Campaign in the Rockaways,” 
said Chapman. “Their response 
to Hurricane Sandy has been re-
markable and it was wonderful to 
create a specially designed I Love 
New York shirt.”

The Empire State Develop-
ment Corp., which oversees tour-
ism and marketing efforts for the 
state, formally granted the use of 
the image — an easy decision in 
the wake of the storm-born health 
crisis.

“Giving Doctors of the World 
and Marchesa rights to the be-
loved logo was an easy and ob-
vious yes,” said Khorshid Rah-
maninejad, director of licensing 
and public relations for I Love 
New York.

The Hurricane Sandy Relief 
shirt is available for pre-order 
at doctorsoftheworld.org/sandy-
shirt.

All proceeds from the new “I Love NY” 
shirt will go to help Doctors of the 
World assist in Hurricane Sandy re-
covery. Photo courtesy Marchesa
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$25  rebate*

$50  rebate*

per  
unit

per 
unit

Duette  Architella  Honeycomb Shades

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm

We carry all name brands
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R

E
S

-0
6

0
414

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall, enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The boozed-up driver 
who killed a highway work-
er on the Grand Central 
Parkway early one morning 
last year will spend at least 
28 months in prison after 
he was sentenced Tuesday , 
the Queens district attor-
ney said.

Abdullah Munshi, 26, 
pleaded guilty to vehicular 
manslaughter  in January 
when he admitted to ca-
reening down the highway 
the morning of July 10 in a 
2002 Audi A6 after spend-
ing the night drinking.

Frank Avino, a 
63-year-old electrician with 
the Welsbach Electric Corp. 
in College Point, was laying 
out cones on the parkway 
in order to close one of the 
lanes so he could work on a 
streetlight.

Shortly before 11 a.m., 
Munshi veered into the lane 
where Avino was working 
near the Jewel Avenue exit 
in Forest Hills, tossing his 
body up into the air. Avino, 
a Long Island resident, was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Dorothy Chin-
Brandt sentenced Munshi 
Tuesday to 2 1/3 years to 
seven years in prison.

“The sentence im-

posed today — which is the 
maximum allowed under 
the law — is more than jus-
tified,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. “The 
defendant’s decision to 
drive while under the influ-
ence of alcohol and to speed 
through a construction site 
tragically caused the death 
of an innocent man who 
was simply doing his job.”

Munshi has been in 
jail since he was arraigned 
in July, unable to post his 
$350,000 bail and will be 
subject to a three-year con-
ditional discharge when 
he is released from state 
prison.

In addition to his pris-
on term, the young man 
will be required to install 
an ignition interlock de-

vice on any vehicle he owns 
or drives for a period of five 
years after his release.

Brown said investi-
gators at the scene of the 
crash determined that 
Munshi was driving 58 
mph in a 50 mph zone, and 
the impact shattered the 
Audi’s windshield. Police 
said he had bloodshot eyes 
and a strong smell of alco-
hol on his breath.

Munshi, who was un-
able to produce a valid New 
York driver’s license, said 
in a statement made to po-
lice that he had been drink-
ing between midnight and 
3 a.m., and was driving 
that morning because his 
friends were too drunk to 
drive, Brown said.

GCP drunk driver gets 
up to 7 years in prison

Patricia Avino, widow of Frank Avino, is accompanied by two of 
her late husband’s co-workers in January when Munshi Abdullah 
pleaded guilty to vehicular manslaughter. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

He said he supported 
the court’s ruling.

“That’s a good idea,” 
he said.

Carol Vides, manager 
at Mexican Cafe, at 72-05 
Austin St., said she was in 
support of the ban, how-
ever.

“I’m not a fan of sug-
ary drinks, especially for 
kids,” she said, pointing to 
sugar’s negative health ef-
fects.

She said in particular 
she thought free refills lead 

to people consuming too 
much sugar and said cus-
tomers having to pay for 
the extra soda they drink 
would serve as a good de-
terrent. The soda rule does 
not prohibit free refills.

She said her restau-
rant does not allow free 
refills and only serves soda 
in small glasses, although 
it was not a policy she put 
into place.

Like many members 
of Queens’ food industry, 
several Queens elected offi-
cials reacted with praise to 
the court’s decision.

“It’s absolutely the 
correct ruling,” said City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 

(R-Whitestone), who has 
been a vocal opponent of 
the soda rule and joined an 
amicus brief against it.

“I will work with my 
colleagues in the City Coun-
cil to make sure a law like 
this never passes again,” he 
vowed. “It has been a waste 
of time and resources.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) also applauded 
the ruling.

“While I agree that 
something must be done to 
address the growing obe-
sity problem in this city 
and that this policy derives 
from those good intentions, 
I believe this ban just went 
too far,” he said.

Continued from Page 5

Soda
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A Jamaica Hills nonprofit dedicated to 
helping people with developmental disabil-
ities is worried it may have to lay off some 
of its staff and scale back its programs if 
cuts Gov. Andrew Cuomo proposed in his 
budget go into effect.

Charles Houston, executive director 
of the Queens Center for Progress, at 81-15 
164th St., said the proposed cuts could be 
a blow to his organization and the people 
they serve.

“It would really be a move backward,” 
he said.

QCP serves about 80 people living in 
its residential facilities and hundreds of 
others in its day programs and vocational 
services, with the aim of helping people 
with developmental disabilities become 
more independent.

But Houston said the organization 
would stand to lose about $1.75 million out 
of $29 million reserved for adult services 
out of its annual budget, at a time when it 
is still hurting from past budget cuts in the 

last few years and rising health care costs.
“There’s really no cushion at all to ab-

sorb these cuts if they were to go through,” 
he said.

Thus, if the cuts are passed, QCP 
may have to lay off about 30 positions out 
of its 600-person staff. It may also have to 
scale back many of its programs promot-
ing self-sufficiency, which include teach-
ing patients how to do things like travel or 
handle money, and volunteer and working 
opportunities.

And QCP is not alone. Houston said 
under the proposed cuts all other nonprof-
its like his across the state would take a 
hit.

“The number of people who would be 
affected by this, it’s really huge,” he said.

Cuomo proposed a 6 percent reduction 
in the reimbursement rate for nonprofits 
serving people with developmental dis-
abilities as a way to save $120 million in the 
budget. That comes on top of $350 million 
in cuts the groups have taken over the last 
few years.

Queens Center for Progress 
worried about proposed cuts
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL EDUCATION ACCOUNT 
DEPOSIT OF $2,000 OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 
YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** REDEEMABLE FOR 
EXCITING GIFTS OR AN AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective 
February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature withdrawals. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. 
Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year.

Member FDIC

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

Minimum Deposit is $500 

Candidates amass support for borough president bid
Hopefuls vying for beep seat tout endorsements as one team throws formal kickoff party

BY JOE ANUTA

The endorsements are 
rolling in for candidates 
hoping to take the place of 
Queens Borough President 
Helen Marshall after this 
year’s elections.

The Demo-
cratic field in-
cludes state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), busi-
nessman Everly Brown, 
City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
Director of Community 
Boards Barry Grodenchik, 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), former state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz and Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria).

Peralta received back-
ing from 32BJ last Friday, a 
union boasting 17,000 mem-
bers in the borough, which 
praised Peralta’s efforts 

to get guns off the streets 
through state legislation.

“The thousands of 
32BJ members who live 
in Queens know that we 
need new leadership to 
make sure that every child 

receives a great public 
school education, that 
families have a chance 
to succeed no matter 
where they come from, 
and that no neighbor-

hood or borough is left be-
hind when it comes to city 
services and public safety,” 
Peralta said.

Peralta also received 
the nod from a group of 15 
clergy members represent-
ing Christian and Muslim 
houses of worship across 
the borough. He has also 
been endorsed by Bronx 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., state Sen. Adriano 
Espaillat (D-Manhattan) 
and state Assemblyman Ka-

rim Camara (D-Brooklyn).
On Monday night , Val-

lone held his official kickoff 
party at Ovelia Restaurant 
in Astoria, where U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) made an appear-
ance.

At the party, Vallone 
announced the New York 
City Correction Officers’ 

Benevolent Association 
is backing his bid for Bor-
ough Hall.

“Whether it’s been 
rushing to the aid of Hurri-
cane Sandy victims, taking 
Con Ed to task during the 
blackout of 2006 or fighting 
to preserve the integrity 
of the Queensboro Bridge, 
Peter Vallone Jr. has stood 

up for what’s right since 
his first day in the City 
Council,” said Norman 
Seabrook, president of the 
association.

As TimesLedger News-
papers was going to press 
last week, Comrie’s cam-
paign flatly denied that the 
Rev. Floyd Flake, an influ-
ential southeast Queens 
pastor, had endorsed Katz, 
despite her campaign re-
leasing a statement March 
4 that he had. Flake is the 
head of the 20,000-mem-
ber Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral of New York in 
Jamaica, and his endorse-
ment is highly sought by 
candidates running for any 
office.

A day after Flake could 
not be reached for comment, 
he cleared up the confusion 
with a statement.

“Whereas I have a great 
deal of respect for Council-

man Leroy Comrie and the 
work that he has done in 
the southeast Queens com-
munity, I hereby confirm 
my endorsement of Melinda 
Katz for the position of bor-
ough president of Queens,” 
he said.

The news shocked 
Comrie, who said that the 
same day Flake’s endorse-
ment was released the pas-
tor told him that he had not 
made up his mind.

“I sat with a minister 
who said he hadn’t made up 
his mind, and all week I’m 
having to defend that state-
ment,” Comrie said. “It’s a 
learning experience.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (l.) and City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
each have labor unions backing their runs for borough president.
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COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Queens lawmakers fi ghting for mixed-martial arts bill
Avella co-sponsor of successful Senate legislation while other boro pols expected to support it in Assembly

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Queens state As-

sembly delegation is set to 
weigh in on a mixed-mar-
tial arts bill that passed 
the state Senate last week, 
although three of the bor-
ough’s lawmakers have al-
ready co-sponsored similar 
legislation in the past.

Mixed-martial arts is 
typically a bout between 
two contenders involving 
punches, kicks and all man-
ner of wrestling or submis-
sion moves performed with 
little padding or protection. 
It is currently legal in most 
states, but not in New York.

Legislation that would 
overturn a 1997 ban was 
passed in the Senate March 
6, with Queens pols largely 
on board. Sens. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) and Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) were 
co-sponsors of the bill. 
Sen. James Sanders Jr. (D-

Jamaica) was the lone dis-
senting voice from Queens. 

Proponents argue that 
New York is losing out on 
tens of millions in annual 

revenue as nearby states 
like New Jersey host big-
ticket events that generate 
income for the area.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

said Tuesday that he was 
not morally opposed to al-
lowing the sport in the 
state, provided it makes 
economic sense. He invit-

ed the leagues promoting 
mixed martial arts to make 
their case.

The state Assembly 
has traditionally been a 
sticking point, but accord-
ing to Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), this year might 
be different.

“I think this is an is-
sue that is about revenue,” 
he said. “And we are look-
ing about how the sport can 
generate that revenue, and 
how it is regulated.”

Mixed martial arts 
has grown to become more 
regulated than boxing, ac-
cording to Moya, and its 
fighters receive less inju-
ries than boxers.

“I think the opposition 
was over what they consid-
ered the brutality of the 
sport,” he said. “But it has 
changed dramatically.”

Previous bills attempt-
ing to allow mixed-martial 

arts have died on numer-
ous occasions, but they did 
not go down without sup-
port from Moya and other 
Queens lawmakers.

Assembly members 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and Aravella Simot-
as (D-Astoria) also co-spon-
sored a bill in 2011.

Hevesi and Moya 
have each received $500 in 
campaign contributions 
from Zuffa LLC, the politi-
cal action committee that 
spends money on behalf of 
the sport, according to the 
state Board of Elections. 
Though Moya said that he 
had signed onto the last 
bill about a year before re-
ceiving any campaign do-
nations, and advocated for 
legalizing the sport as part 
of his platform for first get-
ting elected in 2011. Hevesi 
also signed on the same bill, 
also about a year before re-
ceiving the contribution.

Urijah Faber (top) and Ivan Menjivar fight during a mixed martial arts match in California, where the 
sport is legal. AP Photo/Jae C. Hong
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FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

SAVE THIS AD

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 (888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

ROOFING SIDING

22

3695

1995

0% Financing
for 5 years!

10% Off
purchase

LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

10% Off
purchase

or

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

TL

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

Sale Prices Valid March 1st through March 31st

BBB A+ RATING

MASONRY

QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GLASS

$500 
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

North Shore-LIJ opens Rego Park center for 9/11 heroes
Health System moves to more convenient location for fi rst-responders suffering effects of Ground Zero

BY STEVE MOSCO

Like many heroic New 
Yorkers, Martin Grillo was 
heading toward the World 
Trade Center while others 
were running away on the 
morning of Sept. 11, 2001.

After spending months 
sifting through the wreck-
age at Ground Zero, the 
EMS worker found himself 
experiencing unexpected 
medical complications.

“I was walking and 
talking on my cellphone at 
the same time and all of a 
sudden, I couldn’t breathe,” 
said Grillo, a lifelong resi-
dent of Broad Channel. “I 
needed help and luckily I 
found someone who under-
stood what was going on.”

Grillo had found North 
Shore-LIJ Health Systems’ 
Queens World Trade Cen-
ter Clinical Center for Ex-
cellence, which moved to a 
new location last week to 

97-77 Queens Blvd. in Rego 
Park. The 3,650-square-foot 
center, close to 50 percent 
larger than the previous 
facility in Flushing, is part 
of a federally funded pro-
gram to provide medical 
and mental health services 
to first responders whose 
services at Ground Zero af-
ter the terrorist attacks left 
them with myriad health 
concerns.

The clinical center, 
which provides care for 
more than 3,000 first re-
sponders in Queens, re-
ceived $3.85 million under 
the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensa-
tion Act, meant to address 
health problems related to 
9/11.

“Our center’s new 
space will allow us to better 
provide the needed care for 
our patients and increase 
our services as the program 
expands,” said Dr. Jacque-

line Moline, the center’s di-
rector and vice president  of 
population health  at North 
Shore. “As we know, many 
first responders and others 
who worked for weeks and 
months at Ground Zero and 
debris sites after Sept. 11 
are experiencing a range of 
serious heath problems.”

Moline said these 
health problems include 
lung disease, asthma and 
 gastroesophageal disease 
as well as a variety of can-
cers. In addition, respond-
ers have also experienced 
ongoing mental health 
problems such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder, anxi-

ety and depression, said 
Moline.

Lorelei Sander, a re-
tired NYPD officer who 
was a first responder on 
9/11, deals with health 
problems on a daily basis 
after spending several days 
at the World Trade Center 
disaster site exposed to a 
toxic environment.

Sander fell ill during 
her time at Ground Zero 
and was hospitalized with 
breathing problems for 12 
days in late September 2001. 
She later developed a per-
sistent cough, sinus irrita-
tion and GERD. She never 
returned to the disaster site 
because of her health prob-
lems, but did return to the 
force, retiring in 2004 after 
20 years on the job.

“For the first time, I 
can honestly say that my 
health has improved and 
I now have quality of life,” 
she said.

The facility includes 
four examination rooms 
and is staffed by six part-
time physicians, nurses, 
social workers and other 
health-care professionals. 
As the program expands, 
additional staff members 
are being recruited, includ-
ing a nurse practitioner, a 
nurse oncology case man-
ger and others.

“The federal funds al-
located for this new center 
will help to let those who re-
sponded and put themselves 
in danger to know that they 
will never be forgotten,” 
said Borough President 
Helen Marshall. “Their 
physical, emotional and 
mental well-being depends 
greatly on our ability to 
link them with the services 
they so richly deserve.”

First responder Lorelei Sander enjoys the service she receives 
from Dr. Jacqueline Moline at North Shore-LIJ’s new World Trade 
Center Health Program. Photo by Steve Mosco
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

Join the thousands of 
New Yorkers who have 

reduced their energy
use, gotten millions of 
dollars in rebates and 

incentives, and helped 
the environment.

©
2013 C

onsolid
ated

 E
d

ison C
om

p
any of N

ew
 York, Inc.  A

d
: A

rnell G
roup

KILOWATT HOURS
LOSE

FAST! 



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

26

BT

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

MTA sees ridership increase in 2012 despite Sandy
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Although Hurricane Sandy 
forced a shutdown of the New 
York City transit system and 
caused monumental damage, the 
number of riders using subways, 
railroads and buses increased by 
more than 0.5 percent last year, 
including the highest number 
of weekend subway riders since 
1946.

“MTA ridership has been 
growing for 20 years, and this 
positive trend reflects New York 
state’s improving economy and 
continuing improvements to the 
MTA’s services,” MTA Interim 
Chairman Fernando Ferrer said.

“With capital program in-
vestments of nearly $78 billion 
since 1982, riders today enjoy 
shiny new trains and buses. Train 
cars have clear automated an-
nouncements and visual displays 
that show your current location. 
Crime has plummeted,” he said.

“Many stations have digital 
signs letting you know when the 
next train is due. As the MTA has 
rescued the system from the days 
of graffiti and breakdowns, rid-

ers have continued to come back,” 
Ferrer said.

The largest numerical in-

crease was on the city subways, 
which provided 13.7 million more 
trips in 2012 than 2011, an increase 

of 0.8 percent. The subway’s an-
nual ridership of 1,654 billion was 
the highest in 62 years.  The av-

erage weekend ridership on the 
subways rose by 0.3 percent to the 
highest level since 1946, when a 
record was reached.

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority said the Long Is-
land Rail Road also rose in num-
bers of riders last year, boosted 
by a steadily improving economy 
and the new service to the Bar-
clays Center in Brooklyn.

LIRR usage had risen for 13 
consecutive months until Octo-
ber, when Sandy ravaged the re-
gion, forcing temporary service 
reductions.

The MTA estimated that it 
lost 49.7 million trips because of 
Hurricane Sandy, including 43.8 
million in New York City Transit, 
2.4 million on the LIRR, 1.8 mil-
lion on Metro-North Railroad, 
1.6 million on MTA Bus Co. and 1 
million on the Staten Island Rail-
way.

The MTA said the highest 
percentage of ridership increase 
came on bus routes operated by 
the MTA Bus Co., which reported 
growth of 1.2 percent, or more 
than 1.45 million riders. The 
MTA Bus Co. was established in 

Subway ridership has spiked despite slowdowns caused by Hurricane Sandy, according to the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority.



BY PHIL CORSO

A founder and key 
player in Queens’ annual 
Going Green event said 
this year it was sure to de-
liver the same kinds of eco-
friendly messages while 
also offering more opportu-
nities for visitors to engage 
in workshops.

Fred Kress, a borough 
environmentalist, said the 

Going Green in Queens 
conference will take place 
March 23 at Flushing’s Al 
Oerter Recreation Center 
and will feature differ-
ent workshops scattered 
throughout the day, which 
should encourage those in 
attendance to settle in and 
stay a while.

“In previous years, our 
workshops sort of competed 
against each other,” Kress 

said. “This time we want to 
have some individual work-
shops at different times so 
everyone can get the full 
experience.”

That experience, Kress 
said, will involve anything 
and everything that is sus-
tainable. The conference 
runs from 10 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and workshops will be-
gin at 11 a.m. and continue 
throughout the day.

The Going Green in 
Queens 2013 Conference, 
in partnership with the 
Queens Civic Congress, 
the Queens Coalition for 
Parks, the Partnerships for 
Parks and TimesLedger 
Newspapers, has become a 

staple borough trade show 
of sorts at which more than 
60 tables and exhibits show 
residents how and why they 
should put some more green 
into their lives.

As part of the several 
different exhibits and les-
sons in environmentalism, 
Kress said visitors would 
have the opportunity to 
learn a thing or two about 
pruning, and why it is so 
important in one of the 
city’s greener boroughs. 
There will also be displays 
on discarding batteries, 
how to compost, what types 
of lighting are most energy 
efficient and how common 
household items can be re-

cycled and reused.
Kress actually spoke 

from experience as he helps 
oversee a group of more 
than 100 volunteer citizen 
tree pruners in Queens, who 
get their hands dirty for the 
love of the end result. Even 
Kress keeps his own prun-
ing tools in the trunk of his 
car at all times, he said.

“When you pass by a 
tree that’s really bad, I’ll go 
out and prune it myself,” 
Kress said. “Waiting for the 
city is not worth the time.”

Kress said he and his 
fellow borough pruners all 
hold licenses that last up to 
four years to do the work, 
which requires a four-week, 

two-hour night course. The 
entire process, he said, is 
designed to strip trees of 
unwanted branches while 
still protecting their vital 
parts like the stem or trunk. 
The pruning, Kress said, al-
lows trees to heal better af-
ter traumatic events such 
as storms or droughts.

For more info on the 
conference, email going-
greeninqueens@yahoo.
com.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

(Clockwise from top left) Anihya Miranda, 2, gets a closer look at a bearded dragon from the Alley Pond Environmental Center; Michael Perlman, of the Rego-Forest Preservation Council, hauls 
trees at a giveaway in MacDonald Park; Going Green organizer Fred Kress is surrounded by volunteers; and basketball player Sylven Landesberg helps plant trees at Roy Wilkins Park. 

Photos courtesy Michael Perlman and by Christina Santucci

Residents invited to workshops 
on pruning, composting and 

energy-effi cient lighting
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TimesLedger 
has partnered with

The Going Green in Queens  
2013 Planning Committee, 
 Queens Civic Congress &  

The Queens Coalition for Parks

 

 

EVENT SPONSORED BY:

A GREENING, EDUCATIONAL & 
NETWORKING CONFERENCE

(Right off College Point Blvd.)

Tour of the New Pool Building

Workshops start at 11am and 1pm

Short Film Festival During the Day

For additional information regarding this event please call: 718.341.1395

 #7 Train: Mets-Willets Point
Q58 Bus: Corner of College Point Blvd. and Fowler Ave.

: Ample FREE Parking
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BY PHIL CORSO

Back when he was 
searching for a service 
project to help him earn 
his Eagle Scout award in 
1976, Rosedale’s Fred Kress 
looked no further than his 
local park to make a differ-
ence in his community.

He hit the nearby Vet-
erans Square at Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and South 
Conduit Avenue to to volun-
teer his time picking up lit-
ter and keeping the scenery 
pristine. He has gone back 
every year since.

“It was an Eagle Proj-
ect that never ended,” said 
Kress, who was born and 
raised in Queens and has be-
come a known environmen-
tal advocate throughout the 
borough. “That park has 
some beautiful monuments 
to veterans, but has had its 
fair share of vandalism and 
neglect over the years.”

Just like his local 
park, Kress said he keeps 
a close watch on the envi-
ronmental landscape of his 
home borough on a more-
than-regular basis. When 
he is not plugging away as 
an insurance broker, he 
said he volunteers most of 
his time planning events, 
working alongside the city 
Parks Department and oth-
er environmental groups, 
and organizing the annual 
Going Green in Queens 
conference. 

“It’s a labor of love,” 
Kress said. “If I don’t do it, 
then who the heck is going 
to?”

Applying that same 
mentality, Kress said he 
was a founding member 
of the Queens Coalition 
of Parks and Green Spac-
es and has served as the 
group’s president for more 
than 13 years, overseeing 
hundreds of borough na-
tives who keep an eye on 
the environment.  That can 
mean tree pruning, water-
ing or working to curb graf-
fiti in their communities.

“We’re all out to make 
Queens cleaner and green-

er where the city cannot or 
will not,” Kress said of the 
coalition. “We teach people 
how to take care of their en-
vironment.”

According to Kress, 
one of the most lucrative 
ways of teaching his neigh-
bors new and innovative 
ways to recycle and con-
serve is through the annual 
Going Green in Queens 
conference, which has be-
come an environmen-
tal trade show of sorts 
since it was launched 
in 2003. With this year’s 
event slated for March 
23 at Flushing’s Al Oert-
er Recreation Center, 
Kress said he hoped to 
see more attending the 
available workshops, 
which will be spread 
out throughout the day.

Kress said the event 
was initially inspired by 
similar conferences in 
neighboring boroughs, but 
he took their ideas further 
with the goal to stage the 
most dynamic and interac-
tive environmental event 
in the whole city.

“We’re doing what ev-
erybody is talking about 
doing, but just putting it in 
the form of practical educa-
tion,” Kress said. “I would 
love to see a Going Green 
like that in every borough.”

In order to make the 
event possible, Kress said 
he recruits other volun-
teers, but mostly manages 
the fund-raising himself to 
keep the program afloat. He 
said he started to plan for 
this year’s event more than 
six months ago, devoting as 
many as 20 hours a week 
coordinating with groups 
to collect vendors and com-
munity partnerships.  The 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
is the media sponsor.

“It doesn’t run in the 
red, but we come pretty close 
to just breaking even,” Kress 
said. “You get some volunteer 
help, but I need to be the guy 
to make the hard decisions.”

And he would not have 
it any other way, Kress said. 
With more than 50 years in 

Queens, the Rosedale native 
said he was only a little boy 
when he first started grow-
ing vegetables in his own 
garden to beautify his sur-
roundings. As he got older, 
Kress said he could not help 
but look for more - and bigger 
- ways to make a difference.

“You need to be very 
independent with work like 
this,” he said. “Don’t always 
depend on other people. If 
you need something done, 
you need to do it yourself 
sometimes, but the idea is to 
encourage people to want to 
lead and make a difference.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Lifetime environmentalist from Queens 
runs Going Green to teach good habits

(Clockwise from top l.) Going 
Green organizer Fred Kress 
(l.) stands with former Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Benepe 
(c.) and Ralph D’Onofrio, vice 
president of advertising for 
Community Newspaper Group, 
which includes TimesLedger 
Newspapers, a sponsor of the 
event; tables are lined up in the 
gym for event last year; and 
Gina Baldwin, project coordina-
tor for NYC compost Project in 
Queens, shows off some worms.

Photos by Phil Corso and 
Christina Santucci
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
As Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg enters his final 
year in office, he is continu-
ing to cement a legacy of 
reimagining New York as 
a greener city by proposing 
a ban on plastic foam food 
containers.

And although his pro-
posal has been met with 
cautious support by many 
in the City Council, some 
are wary about the poten-
tial effects on small busi-
ness and question whether 
an outright ban is the right 
approach.

Bloomberg first pro-
posed a citywide ban on 
plastic foam in restaurants 
and stores during his State 
of the City address in Feb-
ruary. In his speech, he 
pointed out that the materi-

al — often made into cups, 
plates, trays and takeout 
containers commonly used 
in the food industry — is 
difficult to recycle and does 
not biodegrade.

It also costs taxpayers 
money because it is expen-
sive to remove from other 
materials in the recycling 
process.

“Something that we 
know is environmentally 
destructive, that is cost-
ing taxpayers money and 
that is easily replaceable 
is something we can do 
without,” he said. “So with 
Speaker Quinn and the City 
Council, we will work to 
adopt a law banning Styro-
foam food packaging from 
our stores and restaurants. 
And don’t worry — the dog-
gie bag and the coffee cup 
will survive just fine.”

Bloomberg colloquial-
ly  referred to plastic foam 
as Styrofoam, which actu-
ally is a brand name for a 
product by Dow Chemical 
Co. that is used in insula-
tion, not food containers.

Plastic foam is com-
monly used to make food 
containers or trays because 
it holds heat and cold well, 
is durable and is fairly 
cheap compared to other 
alternatives such as paper 
or plastic.

But it poses several 
environmental problems. 
It is generally immune to 
decomposition, as opposed 
to some other alternatives, 
so it can stay in landfills 
for centuries. Plus, it does 
not easily compact and 
thus takes up more space in 
landfills.

If New York were to 

Mayor proposes ban on 

Daemian Yong, 5, of Flushing plants seeds in a plastic foam cup. Photo by Christina Santucci

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com
166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES
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$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

Studios, 1, 2 & 3 
Bdrms Available

Furnished & Unfurnished

Monthly Short & Long Term Leases

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

The Zara team of loyal, dedicated and professional staff 
is committed, to being the leading housing provider in 

Queens and Long Island. We aim to give the highest level of 
service, enriching the daily lives of our residents by provid-
ing clean, secure, comfortable and affordable homes. Most 
importantly our apartments are Eco-Friendly Apartments.
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ban plastic foam, it would 
not be alone. Similar mea-
sures have passed in San 
Francisco and Portland, 
Ore.

It would not be the 
first time New York has 
attempted to ban the ma-
terial. A bill that would 
have restricted the use of 
plastic foam in food estab-
lishments was introduced 
in the Council in 2007 and 
again in 2010, but efforts to 
pass the measure stalled.

This time around, 
however, the proposal ap-
pears to have momentum. 
Although the details of 
a ban have yet to be re-
vealed, the general idea 
has obtained the support 
of Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
and Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Brooklyn). James 
chairs the Council’s Sanita-
tion Committee, to which a 
future bill would likely be 
referred.

Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who chairs the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Envi-
ronmental Protection, also 
expressed support for the 
concept.

“This is an issue whose 
time has come,” he said, 
cautioning that details of 
the proposal have not been 
put forth yet.

But some restaurant 
industry players are con-
cerned a ban may dispro-
portionately hit small busi-
nesses, which may rely 
more heavily on plastic 
foam containers because of  
the relatively low cost.

“This will primar-
ily affect mom-and-pop and 
ethnic restaurants as well 
as street vendors,” said An-
drew Moesel, spokesman 
for the New York State Res-
taurant Association.

He said the average 
plastic foam container costs 
about 7 or 8 cents per piece 
if bought in bulk. That’s 
compared to 14 or 15 cents 
for cardboard containers 
and 25 to 50 cents for plastic 
containers.

Moesel also said there 
could be ways to lessen 
the effect of a ban on small 
businesses. As an example, 
he suggested only applying 
the ban to restaurants that 

have a certain number of 
locations, similar to exemp-
tions in the city’s rule re-
quiring restaurants to dis-
play calorie information.

He also warned that 
there could be more wide-
ranging effects on the in-
dustry if the ban were to 
apply not just to containers 
that are used for serving 
the public but also for other 
purposes, such as plastic 
foam used to make fish de-
liveries.

But he said many mem-
bers of the Restaurant As-
sociation are already using 
alternative food packaging 
material, such as paper or 
plastic.

“There hasn’t been the 
uproar that there was about 
the soda ban,” he said, 
referring to the city rule 
limiting the size of sugary 
drinks.

Councilman Peter Val-
lone (D-Astoria) also said 
an outright ban may not 
be the only way to mitigate 
environmental impacts of 
plastic foam. He said the 
city could also investigate 
putting into place a recy-
cling program, similar to 
other recycling programs 
in approximately 65 other 
U.S. cities. He said he intro-
duced such a measure him-
self in 2010, but it stalled.

But he said he applaud-
ed Bloomberg for starting 
a discussion on the issue 
of what to do with plastic 
foam.

“We can’t continue 
to dispose of it as we have 
been,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

plastic foam containers

A container of food is dished out during the Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

Daily, weekly & monthly parking available.
Just off exit 23 of the LIE, near the #7 train, 
Main Street, Flushing.
120 parking spaces in a secure and 
environmentally sustainable setting.
For info: 
agray@queensbotanical.org 
718.886.3800, ext. 353.

Park all day for just $5
in the new

43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
718.886.3800 www.queensbotanical.org
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BY PHIL CORSO

Free trees are coming 
back to Queens to supple-
ment the beating suffered 
by the borough during Su-
perstorm Sandy late last 
year, the New York Restora-
tion Project said.

The group, which 
teamed up with the city’s 
MillionTreesNYC project 
with the goal of planting 1 
million new trees by 2017, 
announced this year’s 
fifth annual tree giveaway 
program with the second 
Queens events scheduled 
April 13 at A&S Whitestone 
Nursery at 23-02 Francis 
Lewis Blvd. Several oth-
er giveaways will follow 
across the borough and the 
city until nearly 5,000 trees 
are doled out, an NYRP 
spokesman said.

The annual planting 
season arrived at an oppor-
tune time, NYRP Commu-
nity Initiatives Manager 
Mike Mitchell said. Accord-

ing to the city Parks Depart-
ment, Hurricane Sandy had 
downed more than 12,000 
trees along city streets and 
roughly 5,000 throughout 
29 acres of parks alone.

“The Parks Depart-
ment is amazing in con-
sideration of the breadth 
of their responsibility, but 
with the storm, it is un-

derstandable that mainte-
nance is overwhelming,” 
an NYRP spokeswoman 
said. “With tree giveaways, 
the trees are guaranteed 
to be well taken care of by 
private citizens, since they 
will be planting the trees 
on their own property. The 
giveaways ensure that trees 
are planted, trees are taken 

care of and we’re reaching 
our 1 million mark without 
adding burden on Parks.”

Mitchell said climate 
change has shifted the proj-
ect’s approach to delivering 
different species of trees to 
curb the damage in future 
storms. This year, Mitch-
ell said the tree giveaways 
would include more salt-

tolerant trees that could 
withstand storm water 
runoff with a bit more ease 
than the more common ev-
ergreen trees in the past.

“It definitely changed 
our strategy,” Mitchell said. 
“Now we are trying to plant 
more trees in the areas where 
Sandy hit the hardest.”

Moving forward, 
Mitchell said rising global 
temperatures could ulti-
mately change the land-
scape of tree species in ar-
eas like northeast Queens.

“Diversification is a 
really big thing,” Mitchell 
said. “Our goal is to be able 
to plant things in people’s 
backyards that the Parks 
Department is not able to.”

The NYRP will host 
more than 30 giveaways 
throughout the city in the 
coming months with any-
where between 200 and 
300 trees donated for free 
to anyone willing to take 
them. Residents taking 
home trees will also re-

ceive a lesson on how to in-
stall and care for them, the 
NYRP said.

This season, Mitchell 
said he wanted to ensure 
that NYRP reached out 
to those communities hit 
hardest by the storm, in-
cluding the Rockaways, 
which suffered some of the 
most severe damage. But in 
that area, residents told the 
NYRP they needed more 
time to clean up before ac-
cepting any new trees.

“Our contacts in the 
Rockaways will need to 
wait until the summer and 
fall to plant anything new,” 
Mitchell said. “They are 
still sorting out the messes 
there, but said they can 
definitely host a giveaway 
soon. We just want to make 
sure they have enough time 
to prepare.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY JACOB DILSON

Hurricane Sandy wrought 
havoc on New York City’s tree 
population  and stressed the im-
portance of properly maintaining 
them.  Northeast Queens’s inter-
ests in increasing community 
involvement in that maintenance 
are at odds with current city poli-
cies.

Glen Oaks Village is the larg-
est garden apartment cooperative 
in Queens, with 20,000 street 
trees.  Every year, the village of-
ficials compile a list of trees in 
need of pruning, and submit it to 
the New York Parks Department.  
The 2012 list detailed 50 such 
trees, which the department al-
legedly ignored.  Roughly half of 
those trees fell and caused dam-
age during Sandy.

“The city has an abysmal 
record of maintaining trees,” 
said Glen Oaks president Bob 
Friedrich in an interview.  
“They’re only creating a prob-
lem by prohibiting people who 
live near trees to perform simple 
maintenance.” 

 Homeowners are not cur-

rently allowed to prune govern-
ment-owned trees on their prop-
erty, lest they be fined by the 
Department of Conservation.  Ho-
meowners are also fined if a tree 
on their property causes damage 
to neighboring property.  After 
Sandy, the parks department ul-
timately hired outside contrac-
tors to prune damaged trees in 
wooded areas like Glen Oaks and 
Bellerose.  

Fred Kress, president of 
Queens Coalition for Parks, at-
tributed this in an interview to 
an insufficient number of work-
ers.  He said that allowing citizens 
to prune trees is ideal, since it 
would not require any additional 
government funds or supplies.   

“There just isn’t enough staff 
to deal with these issues,” said 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) in an interview.  “If Queens 
received better maintenance in 
the first place, we wouldn’t need 
so many outside contractors.”  

Avella has been outspoken in 
his disapproval of the city’s tree 
maintenance, having publicly 
opposed Mayor Bloomberg’s Mil-
lion Tree plan this past Decem-

ber.  Avella proposed several new 
tree care reforms in December, 
specifically increased funding 
for a five-year pruning schedule.  
In the interview, he said the un-
derlying issue was elected offi-
cials consistently not allocating 
enough money for tree mainte-
nance.   These current funding 
and staffing issues conflict with 
the above restrictions on citizen 
pruning.  

“Sandy emphasized that 
throughout many New York trees’ 
lives, they’re not getting the atten-
tion they need,” said Sam Bishop, 
president of Trees New York; an 
environmental and urban forest-
ry nonprofit that sponsors citizen 
pruning courses across Queens.  

The 12-hour course teaches 
students to identify and maintain 
trees that need pruning, and there 
are currently 500 citizen pruners 
in Queens.  Students are only per-
mitted to prune public trees after 
completing the course and being 
certified by the New York Parks 
Department.  The certificate pro-
hibits citizens from operating 
power tools, or using ladders to 
reach high-hanging branches.   

“Most professional pruning 
tools will let a pruner reach up to 
12 feet off the ground,” said Trees 
New York employee Lucian Reyn-
olds.  “Taller trees require higher 
authorities.”

Bishop said in an interview 
that he approves of the current 
pruning restrictions, deeming 
them necessary to prevent tree 
vandalism.  Friedrich dismissed 
this concern as a worst-case sce-

nario, and is currently working 
with Avella to eliminate the cur-
rent pruning restrictions.  After 
compiling next year’s list of trees 
in need of maintenance, Friedrich 
said he plans to directly reach out 
to the Queens Department of For-
estry, which is responsible for all 
trees in the borough.  

The New York Department 
of Conservation declined to com-
ment.

CITY POLICIES STAND IN WAY OF TREE MAINTENANCE

Free trees headed to Queens to fi ll Sandy gaps

Stanley Clarke (r.) examines a tree that toppled on Union Turnpike in Glen Oaks 
Village during Superstorm Irene. Photo by Christina Santucci

Irlanda Tavarez and her son Eduardo, 4, help to plant about trees along with more than 120 other vol-
unteers at Powell’s Cove in College Point during a MillionTreesNYC event. Photo by Christina Santucci
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung 
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes: 

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 

Energy Efficient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 
Many Colors & Styles

 
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

$

GreenTree Construction, Inc. 

 Fully Insured
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©2013 Waste Management, Inc.

Our job is 
making sure 

no longer goes
Find out more at ThinkGreen.com

that waste 

to waste.

from resources. It’s good for business and the environment.

Energy creation. Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for customers   
and communities alike. We live in a world where things can no longer go     
to waste. That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most   
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Dr. Geoffrey Westrich, an 
orthopedic surgeon who prac-
tices in Fresh Meadows, has seen 
many patients in his life, but one 
that stands out is a Queens man 
who was confined to a wheelchair 
because his hip arthritis was so 
severe.

“His mother lived upstairs 
and she was basically bedridden,” 
Westrich recalled. “He could not 
see his mother because he could 
not go up the stairs.”

But the man went to Westrich 
for hip replacement surgery, and 
afterward not only was he able to 
climb the stairs to see his mother, 
but he was able to help administer 
her care.

“It changed his life,” 
Westrich said.

The surgeon, who special-
izes in arthritis treatment and 
joint replacement surgery, has 
practiced at the Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery’s Physician Office, at 
176-60 Union Tnpk., for the last 17 

years as well as at the Hospital for 
Special Surgery in Manhattan.

And he was recently named 
as one of the country’s best doc-
tors in this year’s edition of the 
America’s Top Doctors guide, the 

fourth time he has been singled 
out by the annual publication.

“It’s rewarding to know 
that your work is recognized,” 
Westrich said in an e-mail. “I 
usually find out I’m named in the 

book when a patient or a friend 
mentions it to me, and it’s always 
a great honor.”

Westrich grew up in New Jer-
sey and has a medical degree from 
Tufts University School of Medi-
cine. He completed his orthopedic 
surgery residency at New York 
Hospital-Cornell Medical Center 
and a knee fellowship at the Hos-
pital for Special Surgery.

But he was not always on the 
medical path, having majored in 
engineering as an undergradu-
ate before going on to medical 
school.

“I’ve always been interest-
ed in building things,” he said. 
“Even as a child, one of my favor-
ite activities was building model 
boats and planes.”

He said that background has 
helped him in his chosen profes-
sion as he designs implants for 
hip and knee replacement.

One of his more dramatic 
cases involved a woman from 
Connecticut who was told by five 
doctors her leg would have to be 

amputated from the hip after she 
developed a serious infection fol-
lowing hip replacement surgery. 
He said she came to the Hospital 
for Special Surgery and he was 
able to save her leg.

“It’s just a great feeling to be 
able to help someone in that way,” 
he said.

Westrich said he decided to 
practice in Fresh Meadows be-
cause it lets him bring the qual-
ity care offered at the Hospital for 
Special Surgery to Queens and 
enables patients to avoid making 
a trip into Manhattan.

“My favorite part of the job is 
when a patient comes in following 
knee or hip replacement with a 
smile on their face because their 
pain is gone and they can return 
to activities they were forced to 
give up because of their arthri-
tis,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Dr. Geoffrey Westrich, a surgeon who works in Fresh Meadows, was recent-
ly named one of America’s top doctors in a leading annual guide. 

Photo courtesy Geoffrey Westrich

Surgeon in Fresh Meadows named in top doctors guide
Dr. Geoffrey Westrich recognized as one of nation’s best as he helps patients battle orthopedic problems
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paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Subway stations are 
getting cleaner with fewer 
overflowing garbage con-
tainers, less peeling paint 
and fewer rats, according 
to the Straphangers Cam-
paign.

The transit riders advo-
cacy agency said most con-
ditions at subway station 
platforms had improved or 
stayed at high performance 
levels since last year, when 
the Straphangers issued 
its first State of the Station 
Platforms survey.

The report found that 
most conditions got better, 
including fewer garbage 
bags on platforms, stair-
cases in disrepair, exposed 
wiring, floor cracks and 
lighting. Overflowing gar-
bage cans were almost a 
problem of the past.

The Straphangers said 
the only conditions that got 
worse were water damage 
and graffiti.

The survey was based 
on observations at 251 plat-
forms at 120 subway sta-
tions between May 28 and 
Aug. 10, 2012. These 251 
platforms were nearly iden-
tical to the platforms sur-
veyed in 2011, which were 
selected at random.

“We applaud transit 
managers and workers for 
improving the condition at 
many stations,” said Jason 
Chin-Fat, the Straphangers 
Campaign field organizer 
who oversaw the survey. 
“But there’s still room for 
further progress. There’s 
no reason, for example, that 
riders should have a one-
in-10 chance of seeing a rat 
while waiting for a train.”

As to water damage 
and graffiti, MTA spokes-
man Kevin Ortiz said:

“Over the past three 
years we have consistently 
met our goals of removing 
98 percent of reported graf-
fiti hits on time (within 72 
hours of being reported on 
painted surfaces within 
station confines).  Graffiti 
on tiled surfaces is removed 

daily.”
He said the number of 

reported graffiti hits has 
steadily declined over the 
last few years.

“Other than water 
damage from Superstorm 
Sandy, we do not have any 
empirical data that has  
shown an increase in water 
damage.”

Ortiz said water is a 
significant problem for the 
subways and on a regular 
day when it is not raining 13 
million gallons are pumped 
from the system.

He pointed out that the 
MTA has “recently insti-
tuted a tracking database 
for water leaks and plans to 
systematically try to find 
the root cause of each and 
devise appropriate treat-
ments.”

Subway stations remain
quite clean for two years

The rat population is on the decline, along with overflowing gar-
bage containers, peeling paint and other subway eyesores, ac-
cording to the Straphangers Campaign. AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

WRESTLERS COME TO QUEENS
Professional wrestlers were on hand to meet and greet fans at The Big Event earlier this 
month at the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel in East Elmhurst. A fan dressed as Spider-Man (c.) poses 
with ex-World Wrestling Entertainment wrestler Ashley Massaro (l.) and Total Nonstop Action 
ring announcer Christy Hemme. Photo by Joseph Gargiulo
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Yinghao Luo
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

Alliance forms to buy Steinway Mansion for museum
Pols, artists, business leaders say 25-room historic granite house important part of Astoria history

BY REBECCA HENELY

A diverse group of Astoria 
historians, elected officials, busi-
ness leaders and artists have 
banded together to try to buy the 
Steinway Mansion and turn it 
into a museum.

“I think it’s about time the 
community really stepped up to 
the plate here,” said Bob Single-
ton, executive director of the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety.

The Steinway Mansion, a 25-
room granite house at 41st Street 
overlooking Bowery Bay in Asto-
ria, was originally built by opti-
cian Benjamin T. Pike in 1858 as 
a weekend home.  But it got its 
name from its second resident, 
famous piano maker Henry Stein-
way, of Steinway & Sons.

Since the 1920s, the mansion 
has been owned by the Halberian 
family. Michael Halberian, the 
latest owner, had listed the man-

sion and the land surrounding it 
for sale before he died during the 
late 2010 snowstorm at age 83. The 
house never found a buyer  and 
has remained unoccupied since 
then.

The Steinway Mansion once 

held many artifacts from its pre-
vious owners, but they were sold 
at auction shortly after Michael 
Halberian’s death. Nevertheless, 
Singleton said the mansion still 
has great potential as an educa-
tional resource and point of revi-

talization for the industrialized 
area where it sits. The Friends 
of Steinway Mansion was formed 
to try to buy the mansion for that 
purpose.

“It could become a catalyst 
for growth in that area,” said 
Rob MacKay, spokesman for the 
Queens Economic Development 
Council, which is part of the al-
liance. “There’s not much in that 
area.”

State Assemblywomen 
Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) and 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) are 
both members of the alliance as 
well. Simotas called the man-
sion a “hidden gem” that gives 
an interesting perspective into 
the community’s past and its past 
residents.

“Unless you have a reason 
to walk up that hill, you really 
don’t,” Simotas said. “But when 
you do, it’s a window to another 
world.”

The assemblywoman said 

to get possession of the mansion, 
the alliance would need public 
and private investment. She said 
Michael Halberian’s children 
recently gave her and Markey a 
tour and while they want to sell, 
they are also interested in seeing 
the mansion preserved.

The Artisans Guild of Amer-
ica and Steinway & Sons have 
also joined the alliance.

Anthony Gilroy, marketing 
director for Steinway, said in an 
e-mail the company does not have 
the resources to buy the house on 
its own, but is happy to lend sup-
port.

“This mansion is one of the 
few buildings in the area that ac-
tually predates our factory and so 
is an integral part of early Asto-
ria history,” Gilroy said. “We’re 
hopeful that the history and ac-
cessibility of the mansion is pre-
served.”

To get involved, visit face-
book.com/steinwaymansion.

Bob Singleton of the Greater Astoria Historical Society says a new group hopes 
to purchase the Steinway Mansion in Astoria for the public.
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Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% 
for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% 
(Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-
introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card 
are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee 
for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is 
greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount 
for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a 
minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is 
a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. 
Membership is required.

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

REGULAR RATES FROM 9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

Save with NO ANNUAL FEE (Bank credit cards can charge 

you up to $79.)

Consolidate your high-interest cards with NO-FEE BALANCE 
TRANSFERS (Banks charge up to 4% in transfer fees, adding 

up to $400 on a typical $10,000 transfer.)

NO Penalty Rate pricing (MCU understands that due to 

various circumstances, there are times when you might make 

a late payment. Banks may increase your rate to 29.99% or 

higher. We do not charge Penalty Rate pricing.)

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The driver in the Long 

Island City crash near La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege that killed a 16-year-old 
boy Monday was allegedly 
driving without insurance, 
the NYPD said.

The motorist lost con-
trol of his minivan and hit 
five people standing on the 
sidewalk near the corner of 
Thomson Avenue and 30th 
Street, police said. Authori-
ties identified the teen who 
died as 16-year-old Tenzin 
Drudak. The four other peo-
ple struck in the collision 
have been listed in stable 
condition at Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center, police said.

“It’s just real messed 
up is the only way to de-
scribe it,” said 21-year-old 
LaGuardia Community 
College student Jason Mar-
tinez, who witnessed the 
accident. “Because it could 
have been anyone, it could 
have been me.”

The Wall Street Jour-
nal identified the driver 
as Mohamed Keita, 36, of 
Charlotte, N.C.

Police said Keita had 
been going eastbound on 
Thompson Avenue in the 
2002 maroon Dodge Cara-
van at 10:30 a.m. when he 
hit the five pedestrians, 
who were standing near 
the intersection of Thom-
son Avenue and 30th Street 
or Skillman Avenue.

The vehicle struck a 
pole with a sign for the Q39 
bus and came to a stop at 
a tree. The front of the car 
was crumpled in the crash 
and the windshield cracked 
over the passenger side of 

the minivan.

LaGuardia student 
Makeva Francis, 40, said 
she saw the car go airborne 
before it struck the pedes-
trians. She said Tenzin was 
hit in the head by the car.

“It was the worst thing 
I ever saw in my whole en-
tire life,” she said.

LaGuardia student 
Ahmed Abdelghani, 26, 
said he believed Keita was 
trying to turn from Thom-
son Avenue onto Skillman 
Avenue. He said the inter-
section is a hot spot for pe-
destrians, since it is a stop 
for the Q39 bus and across 
from LaGuardia Communi-
ty College’s B Building, at 
30-20 Thomson Ave., which 
includes several schools.

The pedestrians, in-
cluding Tenzin, were taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, police said. Tenzin was 
later pronounced dead at 
the hospital, police said.

An NYPD spokesman 
said Keita received a sum-
mons charging him with 
driving without insurance.

Tenzin attended Ap-

plied Communications 
High School, which is in 
the B Building, a spokes-
woman from the city De-
partment of Education said 
in an e-mail.

“We are arranging for 
a crisis team to offer coun-
seling to students and staff 
at the school,” the spokes-
woman said.

Susan Lyddon, a 
spokeswoman for LaGuar-
dia, said the other four vic-
tims were students at the 
college.

Police cordoned off the 
area around the accident 
Monday morning and shut 
down westbound traffic on 
Thomson Avenue from Van 
Dam Street to Skillman 
Avenue. Several LaGuar-
dia students watched while 
108th Precinct and School 
Safety officers investigated 
the scene.

“I put myself in the 
same situation,” said Ab-
delghani. “It would be like 
a nightmare to me.”

Driver who killed teen  
in LIC uninsured: Cops

Officers from the 108th Precinct and School Safety investigate a 
minivan crash on Thomson and Skillman Avenues in which a teen-
ager was killed and four others were hit. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Former Queens resident Paul J. Ol-
vany, 57, of Austin, Texas, died Feb. 19 in 
Fairfield, Texas. He was 57.

Olvany was born Feb. 17, 1956, in 
Queens to William J. and Dolores Cadenas 
Olvany. He had been a resident of Austin 
for 30 years and was employed as a service 
technician for IKON Office Solutions in 
Austin. He was an avid sports fan and a 
caring and generous person.

He leaves behind five brothers, one 
sister and several nieces and nephews.

No services are planned at this time. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests me-
morials be made to Providence Hospice, at 
107 E. Commerce St., Mexia, Texas, 76667.

To view an online obituary, send a 
personalized sympathy card or leave the 
family a personal tribute, visit cappscha-
pel.com.

Paul J. Olvany, 57
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BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

Many may have “Riverdance” or 
“Lord of the Dance” in their minds when 
asked to think about Irish dancing, but 
jigs and reels can be found much closer to 
home. 

And with St. Patrick’s Day on the hori-
zon, Kelly Fitzgerald founder of the Fitzpat-
rick Academy of Irish Dance in Whitestone 
is busy getting her dancers ready for many 
performances to showcase her students’ 
step dancing skills. 

The 25-year-old, who started Irish 
dancing at age 3, opened her academy three 
years ago. 

Students are age 4 and older and are 
welcome to dance either recreationally 

or competitively. To Fitzpatrick’s 
credit, enrollment has steadily 

increased each year and the 
school is starting to gain rec-
ognition.

While it can be hard to 
balance a multitude of danc-

ers with different goals, Fitzpatrick 
loves the challenge. 

“I would say that my greatest obsta-
cle as an Irish dance instructor would be 
working with a variety of ages and person-
alities, and adjusting my teaching style to 
suit the needs of each and every individu-
al student,” she said. “Every class is differ-
ent and always unpredictable. But that’s 
what I love about it.“

Fitzpatrick’s passion for this type of 
dance has been drawn from a childhood that 
encouraged artistic expression and cultural 
immersion, as she traveled to England and 

Ireland twice or three times a year. There 
she found herself enthralled with the intri-
cate foot movements and history.

She said that what makes Irish danc-
ing unique is its heavy focus on foot work. 
Dancers keep their arms by their sides, 
which was initially a form of protest 
against English occupiers. Performances 
are done solo or as a Ceili - a group that 
dances as one. 

Traditional Irish music accompanies 
the dancers, and each type of melody is 
paired with a particular step. If a jig is per-
formed, a jig tune is played. 

What may be quite attention grabbing 
to some is the attire. The skirts of competi-
tive dancers’ costumes are often adorned 
with four front panels featuring Celtic em-
broidery. 

Fitzpatrick said that as the dance has 
become more modernized, outfits have 
evolved with bolder prints. 

“We use tons of rhinestones now,” she 
said, “which is really great for the stage.” 

And most striking is the girls’ hair-
pieces, which often resemble giant, curly 
wigs. However, this choice goes beyond the 
aesthetic.

“When they aren’t using their hands, 
the hair adds a little more life. So from 
head to toe, you’ve got a lot of energy,” Fitz-
patrick said. 

She also pointed to how step dancing 
keeps children active and helps them make 
lifelong friendships; it is after all, how she 
developed most of hers. Classes promote 
team work and courage, enabling students 

TimesLedger, Mar. 15-21, 2013

Continued on Page 44

Fitzpatrick Academy of Irish Dance Fitzpatrick Academy of Irish Dance 
paints Whitestone greenpaints Whitestone green

Elise Fargo flies through the air. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Answers in Sports

BY NORM HARRIS

The Jazz Committee/Mid-
town Arts Common in the Man-
hattan Saint Peter’s Church, 
“The Jazz Church,” continued 
its annual Prez Fest Celebration 
last week by honoring the his-
toric contributions of the  late 
and iconic former St. Albans, Ad-
disleigh Park resident Milt “The 
Judge Hinton,” a jazz  bassist, 
educator, jazz photographer and 
NEA jazz master. 

The Prez Fest 2013 Planning 
Committee of Lynne Mueller, Con-
nie  Peterson, Andrew Rowan, Ike 
Sturm, David Berger and Holly 
Maxson with  support from the 
Fund For Creative Communities 
via The New York State Council 
on the Arts and many volunteers 
too numerous to mention made 
this year’s busting-at-the-seams 
celebration March 3 one of the 
most musically and ethnically in-
clusive and memorable events for 
the history books.

 The Lutheran church at 54th 
Street and Lexington Avenue 
highlights the works of late jazz 

artists to keep their contribu-
tions alive in the program known 
as Prez Fest. 

The Milt 
Hinton Legacy 
(1910 - 2000) was 
remembered in 
royal style in the 
church’s living 
room, photo gal-
lery and later in 
the main sanc-
tuary and per-
formance space. 
With a capacity 
attendance, the 
celebration began 
with a viewing of 
the historically 
fascinating and 
highly regarded 
documentary film 
“Keeping Time: 
The Life, Music 
and Photographs 
of  Milt Hinton.” It 
was followed by a 
panel discussion 
moderated by the 
2002 film Co-pro-
ducer, Co-writer 

and Co-director David G. Berger 
with bassists Bill Crow and Rufus 
Reid, Rutgers University Institute 

of Jazz Studies historian, Dan 
Morgenstern and National En-
dowment for the Arts Jazz Master 
and Hinton contemporary, trum-
peter Joe Wilder.  

 Holly Maxson, who co-pro-
duced, co-wrote and co-directed 
the documentary film with Berg-
er and Kate Herson, pointed out 
that on the wall of the church 
living room adjacent to the panel 
discussion area were 30 framed 
and matted black and white can-
did photos of many of Hinton’s 
musical colleagues such as Cab 
Calloway, Charles Mingus, Pearl 
Bailey, Bing Crosby, Eubie Blake 
and Doc Cheatham to name just a 
few, who were captured by and/or 
pictured with Hinton over the life 
of his career. This historic exhib-
it had been on display from Jan. 
24 through March 3. Adjacent to 
that was a magnificent 26 panel 
one-day-only “Legends Wall” con-
ceived and developed by Berger 
and Holly Maxson. 

Included in this living his-
tory display, Maxson said, “were 
materials from the Milt Hinton 
archives made up of Milt’s and 

his wife Mona Hinton’s personal 
papers and documents, news 
clippings, the Milton J. Hinton 
Photographic Collection of jazz 
studio, performance and on-the-
road photographs, family photo-
graphs, and Milt and Mona’s col-
lection of photos taken by others.” 
One of the images on the wall was 
taken after Milt’s death and cap-
tured the official renaming of 
the Addisleigh Park street where 
the Hintons lived as Milt Hinton 
Way.  

Inside the main cathedral 
space where the musical tribute 
to Hinton’s legacy kicked off, the 
emcee and daughter of famed fe-
male jazz bassist Carline Ray, vo-
calist Catherine Russel, sang two 
songs in tribute, “A Chicken Ain’t 
Nothin But A Bird,” and “The 
Ghost of Smokey Joe.” Todd Cool-
man, a Grammy Award winning 
bassist and current distinguished 
professor in the Purchase College 
Jazz Studies program, conducted 
the  Purchase Jazz Orchestra. 
“The Meddler” played later by the 

Continued on Page 44

Jazz bass artists celebrate St. Albans legend’s legacy

Sonny Rollins (l.) and Bob Cranshaw entertain the 
crowd. Photo by Norm Harris
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The beat goes on. 
After facing off against four 

finalists, an Astoria-based band, 
The Dirty Gems, was voted to rep 
Queens in the annual Battle of 
the Boroughs music competition 
this summer.

Now in its fourth year, the 
Battle will feature super-talented 
performing artists and bands of 
all genres from the five boroughs, 
competing for the coveted grand 
prize at The Ultimate Battle event 
in June.

The grand prize: an exclu-
sive concert at The Greene Space, 
with live video webcast; a profes-
sional, multi-track recording ses-
sion; Tekserve package, includ-
ing iPads; a professional photo 
shoot; a produced music video 
and, for the first time, a guest art-
ist appearance at Amateur Night 
at The Apollo. 

Earlier this month, the Je-
rome L. Greene Performance 

Space, known as The Greene 
Space – New York Public Radio’s 
state-of-the-art open gathering 
place – exploded with electric ex-
citement as the eclectic sounds 
of five finalist musical acts from 
Queens wowed an animated audi-

ence of 200 cheering spectators, 
who came to root for their borough 
and vote for their fave group or 
band. For several days following, 
online voters, who had viewed 
videos of the concert, also had the 
chance to cast their ballots.

“Queens came out in full 
force and the musical acts did not 
disappoint,” said Indira Etwaroo, 
head organizer and executive pro-
ducer of The Greene Space. “Any 
of the musical acts would proudly 
represent Queens and greatly con-
tribute to this musical series.” 

The winner was announced 
on Monday with The Dirty Gems 
taking the top spot. As numero 
uno, the group will represent 
Queens in The Ultimate Battle 
on June 21 and compete against 
winners from four other semifi-
nals - each one from a different 
borough.

These days, standing out in 
the crowd in a harshly competi-
tive music industry is tougher 
than ever, especially for an up-
and-coming band. But Gotham 
definitely took notice as Queens’ 
emerging arts and music scene – 
so vibrant and diverse – welcomed 
yet another inspiring addition.

“We’re absolutely over the 
moon to be representing Queens 

IF YOU GO:
The Ultimate Battle
When: Fri., June 21, 2013 at 
7:00 p.m.
Where:  The Greene Space 
at WNYC and WQXR 
44 Charlton St. (at Varick 
St.) in Manhattan
Tickets at:  www.wnyc.org/
thegreenespace

www.thegreenespace.org/
battle

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

Astoria band brings the soul in Queens music match
The Dirty Gems now gear up for Battle of the Boroughs’ fi nal competition this June in Manhattan

in the final battle. The audience’s 
response was amazing,” said Jack 
Goode, The Dirty Gems’ drummer. 

“We took a huge risk perform-
ing a ballad at a competition. The 
judges commented on that bold 
move as well,” he said of their per-
formance of “Automatic Heart.” 

“The house was very quiet 
during the song so it was hard to 

The Dirty Gems from Astoria will represent Queens in The Ultimate Battle on 
June 21.  Photo courtesy The Dirty Gems

Continued on Page 45

Code: TL12



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

44

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 

with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

32.  Be outstanding?
35.  Anger
36.  Way, way off
37.  G.M. and G.E.(e.g.)
39.  Owns
40.  "Hold your tongue"
41.  Profs' helpers
45.  Uses the blender
46.  Prince of  Persia?
48.  Hebrew fathers
49.  Quiet times
50.  Bean Town skater
52.  Queen ___ lace
54.  Food sticker
55.  Final notice
57.  Pro ___
58.  Sassy sort
59.  Congers
61.  Big name on the  
 Thames?
62.  Goose, in Spain or 
 Italy
63.  Acting Majors?

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty 

Old Glory
Across
1.  Links rental
5.  AOL activities
10.  Shiny on top?
14.  Defendant's part of  
 the bargain?
15.  Place for a fast buck
16.  Apple spray
17.  Colorful entree
20.  "Sesame Street" 
 character, with "The"
21.  Deadly meetings?
22.  Blacken, in a way
25.  Saxophonist's supply
26.  New Zealand tribesman
30.  Paul and Carly
33.  Pertaining to base 8
34.  Store safely
35.  Fordham mascot
38.  Valerie Jarrett & others
42.  "Hold on a ___!"
43.  Smell -- (be suspicious)
44.  "Horrible" Viking
45.  Apothecary tool
47.  Rehab candidates
48.  Picture book?
51.  Bed board
53.  Mexican menu choice
56.  I.V. league member?
60.  High level 
 investigation group
64.  "I cannot tell ___"
65.  One who cries  
 "Uncle!"?
66.  Game piece
67.  1040 IDs
68.  Alcohol burners
69.  Religious statue locale

Down
1.  E.M.T.'s skill
2.  Baldwin or Guinness
3.  Start all over
4.  No-no
5.  Box
6.  Babe
7.  Infomercials, e.g.
8.  Boston party drinks?
9.  Loudness measure
10.  Noble partner
11.  "The Brady Bunch" 
 housekeeper
12.  Added punch to the 
 punch?
13.  Shift, e.g.
18.  Store, as corn
19.  Mend socks
23.  Arrange
24.  Ceremonial acts
26.  Applies blades to blades
27.  Advil target
28.  Applying to ears
29.  A mazing animal?
31.  "The Producers" star 
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ALL LEVELS OF ENFORCEMENT
T S A R R E D O A C I D
R E N O U T I C A S O L O
A N N A B A S T E I N K S
C O U N T Y S H E R I F F
E R A S E R T I N I S M
S A L L E F T A C A D I A

F E D E R A L A G E N T
U S T A A I L E D G E
S T A T E T R O O P E R
M A K E D O S T E P A S S
A R E I N S R I D D L E

C I T Y P O L I C E M A N
G L A D A R T O O P I T S
N E R O S A T E D T R E E
P E E L T O W S H E S S

orchestra, featured bassist 
Rufus Reid. As a quartet, 
the electric acoustic guitar 
stylings of Russell Malone 
accompanied Rufus Reid on 
bass, while young pianist 
Gerald Clayton and Rodney 
Green on drums added some 
additional flavor to the eve-
ning’s musical tributes.    

Next a bass sextet 
conducted by Reid played 
a Duke Ellington tune ar-
ranged by Bob Sinicrope, 
entitled, “Just Squeeze 
Me.”  Following this per-
formance was bassist Jay 
Leonhart, who has ap-
peared numerous times 
on the Queens Flushing 
Town Hall stage with other 
masters of the idiom, such 
as the legendary acoustic 
electric guitarist Bucky 
Pizzarelli, who has been 
“named three times as the 
Most Valuable Bassist in 
the recording industry by 
the National Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sci-
ences, Leohart’s bass solo 
homage to Milt Hinton was 
uniquely coupled with his 
original emotionally com-
pelling story in verse, “We 
Love You Judge.” 

Leonhart’s story was 
about when he was just a 
young struggling musi-
cian who was invited by 
Hinton to have dinner with 
him and his wife Mona at 
their home in Queens and 
how “the judge taught him 

by example and through 
advice how to take care of 
life’s issues and swing mu-
sically.”  

A piece de resistance 
for the evening was Ron 
Carter’s spiritually inspired 
bass solo. Carter, a world 
renowned bassist, recently 
retired as professor/head 
of the CUNY Jazz Program 
at City College. Touted as 
perhaps “the most recorded 
acoustic bassist of all time 
with greater than 2,500 al-
bums to his credit,” he paid 
tribute to his old colleague 
by playing a soulfully sol-
emn and joyous rendition 
of   “You are My Sunshine.” 
You could virtually hear a 
pin drop on cotton as Carter 
held the capacity audience 
in a mesmerizing musical 
trance all the way up to the 
last delicately plucked note.  

The grand finale was 
the 23-piece acoustic bass 
choir in the center of the 
cathedral, led magnifi-
cently by Reid and a mix 
of senior statesmen and 
younger musicians, some 
of whom were past Hin-
ton Scholarship awardees. 
This massive acoustic bass 
ensemble, organized by 
Ike Sturm, the director of 
music for the Saint Peter’s 
Jazz Ministry, played with 
great focus and intensity. 
Their last tribute to “The 
Judge” were two composi-
tions appropriately titled 
“Quiet Now” and “Walkin 
At Ya.” On “Quiet Now,” 
the young pianist jazz lion, 
Gerald Clayton. the son 
of the West Coast acoustic 

bass legend John Clayton 
Jr., soloed while the names 
of musicians who died in 
2012 were projected high on 
the expansive wall behind 
the performance space. 

“Walkin at Ya,” an 
acoustically embracing 
composition by the senior 
Clayton who was unable to 
attend, became the closing 
salute by the Reid-conduct-
ed 23 piece bass ensemble in 
their salute to the enduring 
creative and humanitarian 
legacy of Hinton.     

Later, Maxson noted 
that “it was most unusual 
for us hearing such a large 
ensemble of bass players.” 

It had occurred three 
previous times during Hin-
ton’s 80th birthday at Town 
Hall, his 90th birthday cel-
ebration at the Hunter Col-
lege Danny Kaye Playhouse 
and at his Riverside Church 
Memorial Service in June 
2001 when there were 57 
bassists led by maestro 
Reid. She went on to say 
that “there really aren’t too 
many times when you can 
hear that number of bass-
ists, but when you do, your 
realize how beautiful such 
a deep and rich instrument 
can sound and just how var-
ied the sound can be. 

“The fact that it was a 
rainbow of players -  Cauca-
sians, African Americans, 
Asians, men, women, young 
and old — would have been 
the best part for Milt. And 
he also would have appre-
ciated how cooperative, 
friendly and supportive 
they all were.”  

to gain experience in front 
of large audiences. They 
also teach children to 
learn how to balance the 
demands of a busy sched-
ule.

”I have learned 
that Irish dancing helps 

promote time manage-
ment. As busy as these 
children may be, if they 
want to dance, they find a 
way,” she said.

Fitzpatrick hopes to 
promote Irish dancing so 
that it will become more 
popular “in a way where 
people don’t think they 
have to be Irish to do it.” 

The school’s students 

hail from a variety of 
backgrounds, and as they 
learn one of dance’s most 
unique forms, a centuries-
old Irish tradition contin-
ues in Queens.

The school holds most 
of its classes at Grace Epis-
copal Church at 14-15 Clin-
tonville St. in Whitestone, 
and Fitzpatrick can be 
reached at 516-404-6946.

Continued from Page 42

Prez Fest
Continued from Page 41
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KIDS & FAMILY

Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 
Chabad of Long Island City 
provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 

4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Girl Scout Stem Day — See 
rockets fl y 30 feet in the air, learn 
about the history of space travel 
and solve design challenges 
using everyday materials. 
Preregistration is required.
When: March 16, 10 am to 2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

Pop concert — Queens native 
Anson Li is a 19-year-old pop 
sensation.
When: March 16, 2 pm
Where: Flushing Public Library, 
41-17 Main St. at Parsons 
Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 661-1200; www.
queenslibrary.org

Astronomy Safari — Join the 
center’s very own astronomer 
Mark Freilich for an exciting 
evening of start gazing.
When: March 16, 7:30–9:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 

Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Mosaics — Tweens and teens 
make a picture using tiles.
When: March 19, 4 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Public 
Library, 121-23 14th Avenue
Contact: (718) 359-1102

Hatched: Tree House Shakers 
— An introduction of theater 
to the youngest audiences; 
life on the farm with chicks, 
roosters, and dancing chicks. 
Told through puppets, dance 
and music.
When: March 24, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700; www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

tell if it was going over well, 
but the deafening cheer, as 
we played the final notes, 
was the best response we 
could’ve gotten.”

Calling the band’s mu-
sic style “pop-rock-soul,” 
Goode said, “We sound 
like Beyoncé and Janelle 
Monáe … filtered through 
Jeff Beck, and blown up to 
Freddie Mercury grandios-
ity with more glitter.” 

Of the six band mem-
bers, four met at Hofstra 
University in Long Island, 
playing in jazz combos. As-
toria resident Cam Under-
hill, who plays keyboards/
synths, was among them.

Goode said the group 
loves performing live and 
connecting with an audi-
ence “by making you dance, 
or making you cry.” 

“We always felt it’s our 

greatest strength. We’re 
a great band because we 
have that singular combi-
nation of technical ability 
and emotional resonance,” 
he said.

The “rag tag band of 
troubadours” is slated to 
take the stage at the High-
line Ballroom in Manhat-
tan April 28 (www.highline-
ballroom.com). They are 
currently finishing up re-
cording on their second EP, 
“Vuja De,” and the lead sin-
gle, “Let Me Loose” is now 
available at: www.thedirty-
gems.bandcamp.com.

Battle organizers said 
that The Dirty Gems had 
faced strong caliber of mu-
sicianship and innovation 
in their four competitors.

“I always find that 
Queens seems to offer 
great musicians, but also a 
uniquely distinct quality in 
terms of musical timbre,” 
Etwaroo said. “I am always 
reminded of what it sounds 
like to walk down a New 

York City street.”
Representing the La-

tino community in Queens, 
Battle semifinalist Radio 
Jarocho was unable to get 
enough votes to move on to 
the final, but the group al-
ready has a following in the 
city. According to Astoria 
band member, Gabriel Guz-
man, who plays the jarana 
(a Mexican stringed instru-
ment), the audience loved 
their popular song, “Café 
Café.”

Four of the five band 
members are Mexican, and 
one is from Colombia. They 
met in the streets of Corona. 

“We play original mu-
sic inspired by Son Jarocho, 
a folk style from Veracruz, 
Mexico. It’s very rhythmic, 
very intense and fun to play 
or listen to,” said Guzman. 
“We love the fact that we 
can see people enjoy what 
we do as much as we do.”

Radio Jarocho is sched-
uled to perform at Terraza 
7 in Elmhurst Saturday.

Continued from Page 43

Battle The Gem of Queens... Nestled on the Water

Fine Waterfront Italian Dining

CELEBRATE 
St. Patrick’s Day 
featuring a Special Menu Selection

Now Proudly Pouring All Your Favorite 
Cocktails from Our Full Bar!

The Best, Largest Variety of All Your 
Favorite Brunch and Lunch Dishes Coming 

Soon! Join Us for Saturday and Sunday 
Brunch Buffet Starting March 24th.

Cannot be used on St. Patrick’s Day. One Coupon Per Table Per Visit. 
Not to be Combined with Any Other Offers or Specials. 

Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. Expires 4/8/13.

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Open Tuesday - Sunday, 4-10pm for Dinner, 
Saturday - Sunday 11am-3pm for Brunch

Party room for Up to 40 People
Free Parking for your Car or Boat

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY  11357

718.767.3100

(Min. $60)
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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Bike and boat stations planned for Jamaica Bay
BY STEVE MOSCO

Another wave of revi-
talization is coming to the 
Rockaways as the city and 
federal government seek 
proposals to install new 
amenities for visitors and 
residents of the seaside 
land. 

The city Parks Depart-
ment joined the National 
Parks Service to announce 
that three requests for pro-
posals have been issued 
this week for the installa-
tion, operation and mainte-
nance of kayak and canoe 
rental stations, bike rental 
stations and mobile food 
units on city and federal 
land throughout Jamaica 
Bay, the Rockaway Penin-
sula and the Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area.

“Millions of people 
visit the Rockaway beaches 
each summer and we’re 
seeking concessions that 
will allow both visitors and 
locals to further explore 
the natural beauty of the 

Jamaica Bay region,” said 
city Parks Commissioner 
Veronica White. “We are 
hoping to offer opportu-
nities for New Yorkers to 
bike, eat and paddle, and 
are looking to receive pro-
posals from companies or 
individuals with strong 
backgrounds in delivering 
these amenities to the pub-
lic.”

In July, the U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg signed an agree-
ment between the National 
Parks Service and Parks 
dictating that the two agen-
cies will cooperatively 
manage the 10,000 acres 
that make up the land in 
and around Jamaica Bay.

The agencies pledged 
to promote visitation, edu-
cation programs, scientific 
research and opportunities 
for outdoor recreation, and 
officials said these RFPs 
are a joint venture between 
the agencies to offer educa-
tional and recreational op-

portunities.
“Expanded opportuni-

ties for biking, canoeing 
and kayaking are great 
ways to help everyone expe-
rience America’s great out-
doors and the wonders to 
be found around Jamaica 
Bay,” said Linda Canzanel-

li, superintendent of the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area. “We are excited 
about this opportunity to 
partner with the city to ex-
pand visitor services at our 
beaches through the won-
derful food found in New 
York City’s mobile food 

trucks.”
Community Board 

14 Chairwoman Dolores 
Orr said the Parks Depart-
ment presented the board 
with rough plans for kayak 
launching bays and bike 
rental stations in Rock-
away, along with conces-
sion stands throughout 
Gateway National Park.

Orr said the commu-
nity desperately needs the 
project and needed it even 
before Hurricane Sandy 
hit, as it would bring tour-
ism and revenue to the 
area.

“We are very much in 
favor of that in Rockaway,” 
she said.

The RFPs are available 
for download through April 
8 on the Parks Department 
website.

All proposals made 
in response to these RFPs 
must be submitted no later 
than April 8 at 3 p.m. and 
there will be a recom-
mended proposer meeting 
and site tour March 20 at 10 

a.m. Meetings begin in the 
multipurpose room of Gate-
way National Recreation 
Area’s Ryan Visitor Ven-
ter at Floyd Bennett Field, 
which is located at Aviation 
Road and Flatbush Avenue 
in Brooklyn.

Jamaica Bay is an 
18,000-acre wetland estu-
ary surrounded by the 
Rockaway Peninsula to the 
south, Brooklyn to the west 
and Queens to the east. The 
bay consists of numerous 
islands, a labyrinth of wa-
terways, meadowlands and 
two freshwater ponds. The 
wetlands provide a unique 
environment for both wild-
life preservation and urban 
recreation.

Urban recreation will 
receive another boost, as 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
announced that coastal 
protection at Rockaway 
Beach is one of four major 
projects worth more than 
$1 billion that will receive 
federal funding for relief.

A city Parks Department map shows the placement 
of kayak and bike stations in and around Jamaica Bay. 

Map courtesy Parks Department
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A unique dining establish-
ment in Woodhaven sets itself 
apart from the rest with more 
than just good eats.

Independence Café opened at 
94-16 Jamaica Ave. two years ago, 
intent on providing the neighbor-
hood with a homemade meal any-
time, but this sandwich shop also 
affords developmentally disabled 
adults the chance to earn a living 
and gain the confidence of an em-
ployed individual.

A business within Indepen-
dence Residences Inc., a Wood-
haven nonprofit providing support 
services to disabled adults, Inde-
pendence Café employs people who 
might not otherwise have a chance 
to get a job.

“They learn job skills that 
are useful here and elsewhere,” 
said Michael DeNatale, a man-
ager. “Even for everyday people, 
part-time jobs are in short sup-
ply today and it’s tough for some-
one with no work history to get 
work. We help move that process 
along.”

For disabled adults at Inde-
pendence, that process includes 
sweeping, cleaning glass displays, 
stocking the refrigerator and a 
number of other tasks needed in a 
food service establishment.

DeNatale said the eatery em-
ploys two individuals part-time 

and 10 to 12 people on a more per-
manent basis. He said the confi-
dence one gets from being finan-
cially independent is something 
most people take for granted.

“A lot of money they normally 
get comes from government agen-
cies. This allows them some finan-
cial freedom,” he said. “One of the 
girls who works on Saturdays, she 
saved up enough money to go to 
Jamaica. This gives them a chance 
to enjoy life and take advantage of 
what the world has to offer.”

In the way of food, Indepen-
dence Café offers a vast array of 
sandwiches, wraps, quesadillas, 

burgers and omelets. DeNatale 
said Independence boasts more 
than a typical delicatessen, with 
exceptional sandwiches one 
might not find anywhere else.

Sandwich standouts include 
the Beowulf, with roast beef, moz-
zarella and gravy on garlic bread; 
the Marauder, with a chicken cut-
let, bacon, Pepperjack cheese and 
ranch dressing; and the ever-pop-
ular Turkenmuenster, with hot 
turkey, Muenster cheese, sautéed 
spinach and spicy mayo.

“The Turkenmuenster is not 
something you’re going to walk 
into an average convenience store 

and order,” he said, adding that his 
creativity with sandwiches comes 
from his own passion for food. 
“When someone who loves food is 
making your sandwich, it really 
comes through in the taste.”

Independence Café also gives 
its more health-conscience cus-
tomers a place to experiment with 
an array of tastes and textures. 
Besides five menu salads, DeNa-
tale said customers can create 
their own custom salads, choos-
ing from 12 regular ingredients 
and six seasonal ingredients.

DeNatale said offering a 
deeply intricate salad bar gives 
Independence Café a chance to be 
more flexible and cater to an en-
tirely different crowd.

For meat eaters, DeNatale 
said the burger bar really sets 
Independence Café apart. The 
100 percent certified angus beef 
burgers come in six varieties, 
including regular, cheese, BBQ 
bacon and the enticing four-
alarm burger, with Pepperjack 
cheese, jalapenos, avocados, red 
onions and barbecue sauce. They 
also offer a regular and a spicy 
turkey burger, which is infused 
with Sriracha sauce, and a veggie 
burger made fresh to order.

Breakfast is on the menu as 
well, with griddle favorites in-
cluding pancakes, French toast, 
huevos rancheros and steak and 
eggs. There is also a customizable 

omelet bar.
DeNatale said managing In-

dependence Café has opened his 
eyes to the varying tastes of the 
ever-growing Woodhaven com-
munity.

“It’s always fun for me to see 
the different and interesting ways 
people order a sandwich,” he said. 
“I never knew there were 700 dif-
ferent variations to a sausage and 
egg sandwich. It’s so simple, but 
there are so many little tweaks. 
And it’s fun to be exposed to 
that.”

But the café’s larger mission 
of helping developmentally dis-
abled adults is never lost on De-
Natale. He said all proceeds from 
the café help fund Independence 
Residences Inc. so the organiza-
tion can continue to expand and 
better serve individuals receiv-
ing its services.

“There is a lot of pride in this 
type of work,” he said. “I’m proud 
to have people come in, enjoy good 
food, have a good time and help 
others at the same time.”

Independence Café is open 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The eatery 
also offers catering, so call 718-
805-2505.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Woodhaven eatery serves more than lunch
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Have a tree hug you.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

BY REBECCA HENELY

A block away from 
where an 11-year-old 
boy was run over by a 
dump truck in December, 
about 100 people attended 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm’s (D-Jackson 
Heights) forum Tuesday 
centered on improving traf-
fic in Jackson Heights.

“This is what I thought 
a very good turnout,” 
Dromm said, “but it’s an in-
terest of concern.”

The councilman said 
he had wanted to do more 
to improve traffic safety 
in Jackson Heights and 
had been in discussions 
with the city Department 
of Transportation, but the 
death of Miguel Torres, 
who was struck by the rear 
wheels of a white dump 
truck turning right onto 
Northern Boulevard from 
80th Street, spurred him to 
get into greater discussions 
with the DOT. Police had 
not found the driver as of 
Wednesday afternoon.

“That just increased 
the urgency with which we 
needed to address some of 
these problems,” Dromm 
said.

The panel was held at 
IS 145, at 33-34 80th St. in 
Jackson Heights, where 
Torres went to school. 
Representatives from the 
115th Precinct, the DOT 
and Transportation Al-
ternatives, a public trans-
portation advocacy group,  
attended. Transportation 
Alternatives and the civic 
group Jackson Heights 
Green Alliance co-hosted 
the event with Dromm.

The forum discussed 
both preventive and en-
forcement measures when 
dealing with traffic safe-
ty, which Yu-Ting Liu, of 
Transportation Alterna-
tives, referred to as the 

“carrot” and the “stick” 
approach.

“There’s a lot of pe-
destrian safety and traffic 
calming programs that are 
available,” Liu said.

Two of the most com-
monly discussed solu-
tions were speed tracking 
cameras and slow zones. 
Queens Deputy Borough 
Commissioner Delilah Hall 
said the DOT is in favor of 
speed tracking cameras, 
which have the potential 
to warn motorists speeding 
the same way that red light 
cameras have prevented 
drivers from running the 
lights.

Liu said getting driv-
ers to slow down is of grave 
importance as speeding 
kills four times as many 
people as drunk driving 
and the difference between 
being hit at 30 mph and 40 
mph is an 80 percent sur-
vival rate vs. a 70 percent 
death rate.

“Speeding matters,” 
she said. “Every mile per 
hour matters.”

The developed slow 
zones, which were imple-
mented in July 2012, set 20 

mph zones in residential 
areas as well as adding 
speed bumps and other 
traffic-calming measures. 
Some sections of Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst 
and Auburndale received 
slow zones, but to do this 
the area must have natural 
boundaries and must not be 
a bus or truck route.

As a major thorough-
fare, the intersection where 
Miguel was hit could not 
become a slow zone, Hall 
said.

“We will continue to 
work with you on how to 
make Northern Boulevard 
safer,” Hall said.

Liu said to make 
changes in terms of traffic 
safety, it is important to 
be specific, organized and 
articulate about what you 
want as a community.

“Get organized about 
what your problem is, docu-
ment it and work with your 
local elected officials,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Jax Hgts boy’s death 
inspires traffi c forum

Ya-Ting Liu of Transportation Alternatives speaks at a forum 
on traffic safety at IS 145 in Jackson Heights hosted by City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (r.). Photo by Rebecca Henely

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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housing, or 160 units. 
Michael Meyer, presi-

dent of TDC, said there is 
no projected date to begin 
Phase 2, but it will include 
450 residential units and 
150,000 square feet of com-
mercial space.

An underground park-
ing garage will be built 
first. During its construc-
tion, the developers will op-
erate the parking lot with a 
valet in order to keep the to-
tal spaces hovering around 
1,100, according to Meyer. 
As soon as the 1,000 capac-
ity garage is complete and 
the buildings above it are 
built up enough to safely 
allow cars to park, which 
may take about two years, 
the developers will begin 
the rest of the first phase. 

EDC hoped that this 
would assuage fears  that 
the lack of a parking lot 
would disrupt downtown 
businesses.

But Ikhwan Rim, pres-
ident of the Union Street 
Merchants Association, 
said he was still concerned 
that construction would 
hurt the entrepreneurs 
on his street and planned 
to express his opposition 
to the project, which TDC 
had been hoping to begin 
several times since its 2010 

approval.
The idea of phasing is 

not new.
Meyer had told 

TimesLedger Newspapers 
in 2011 that TDC was con-
templating splitting the 
project, but had not figured 
out the logistics of how to 
do so. Dividing the develop-
ment would allow TDC to 
break ground without all 
of the financing in place, 
he said. And that financing 
was not easy to come by.

A global financial 
meltdown and a dismal 
housing market sent Meyer 
around the world to look 
for money, according to e-
mails obtained through a 
Freedom of Information 
Law last year.

Pinsky touted years 
spent trying to find a solu-
tion to please the commu-
nity.

“The new plan, which 
will maintain all exist-
ing parking spaces during 
construction, is the culmi-
nation of years of work to 
address community con-
cerns,” he said, although 
EDC acknowledged that, as 
with every project, money 
was a factor as well.

Community Board 7 
Chairman Gene Kelty said 
he would not judge the proj-
ect until he sees exactly 
which stores will go in the 
commercial space and what 
type of housing will be built.  
He said he hoped EDC and 
the developers would give 
the board a briefing.

“They are going to 
have to show me something 
on paper,” he said.

known as the Long Island 
Rail Road massacre, which 
claimed his father’s life. 
Both were shot by Colin Fer-
guson on a trip home from 
Manhattan on the LIRR in 
a terrifying incident that 
ultimately claimed the 
lives of six passengers.

His mother, U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn McCarthy (D-Gar-
den City), has gone on to 
become a staunch advocate 
for gun control and was 
also in attendance for the 
panel.

McCarthy underwent 

multiple brain surgeries 
and said he still experi-
ences short-term memory 
issues, but has gone on to 
become a proud father of 
two.

“My recovery over this 
20-year period has been 
long and goes on on a daily 
basis,” McCarthy said. “It 
is an ongoing thing that 
never ends and I have my 
family and friends to thank 
for helping me recover.”

David Bracher, 41, suf-
fered a traumatic brain 
injury when he was 17 in 
1988 from a horrific car 
accident. He stood in front 
of the audience at North 
Shore-LIJ Sunday to deliv-
er an inspiring tale on how 
he overcame and endured 

serious injuries over the 
last two decades.

“You forget to lean on 
your friends and family,” 
Bracher said. “It took a 
long time to accept what I 
had and move on with what 
I had. The challenges will 
always be there and I have 
accepted who I am and my 
abilities.”

Bracher went on to 
have two children and work 
full-time in the seafood in-
dustry despite his ongoing 
efforts to put his injury and 
its after-effects in the past.

“Success is whatever 
you want it to be,” Bracher 
said. “I have my health, and 
anything else, we can deal 
with.”

and that no foul play was 
suspected, but the Internal 
Affairs Bureau was still 
looking into the incident.

Li’s friends were the 
last to see her Feb. 22 at 
a Flushing karaoke bar 
around 11 p.m., Meng’s 
office said. Police main-
tained their position that 
there was no criminality 
suspected in her death.

In the wake of her dis-
appearance, Meng’s office 

said friends of Li had con-
tacted various elected offi-
cials in the area with hopes 
of getting the word out. 
After initially reaching 
out to state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), Li’s 
friends were then referred 
to Meng’s office as the mat-
ter had become a federal is-
sue, since Li was a foreign 
national.

Her body was identi-
fied Feb. 26, prompting 
Meng to contact the U.S. 
embassy in Beijing to make 
sure that two of Li’s family 
members, a 24-year-old son 
and 44-year-old brother, 

could claim the body.
“This terrible loss 

of life is a horrible trag-
edy,” Meng said earlier 
this month. “We send our 
thoughts and prayers to the 
victim’s family and friends, 
and we’ll do all we can to 
assist them.”

Meng said Li had ar-
rived in Queens Feb. 5 
with plans to visit for three 
months.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, Israel said the oppor-
tunities for co-op and con-
do owners to receive HUD 
grant money was only the 
first step of a two-step pro-
cess, which should include 
additional funding from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

“This is a good first 
step that Sen. Schumer has 
helped produce, but the 
mission is not complete,” 
Israel said. “What co-ops 
need is FEMA assistance. 
What they get now is the 
eligibility to apply for a 
competitive grant.”

Co-ops and condos 
currently are not eligible 
for FEMA grant money be-
cause the agency has clas-
sified them as business 
associations, which only 
qualify for loans, a spokes-
man said.

Under the HUD grant 
eligibility Schumer an-
nounced earlier this week, 

co-op and condo owners 
must apply for the same 
competitive money that 
goes on to fund projects 
such as park repairs and 
sidewalk enhancements, 
Israel said.

Israel joined with com-
munity leaders throughout 
northeast Queens earlier 
this year to urge FEMA 
leaders to revisit how it 
classifies co-op and condo 
owners when doling out 
grant money in the wake of 
natural disasters.

Bay Terrace Commu-
nity Alliance President 
Warren Schreiber, who said 
his community suffered be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000 
in damages after Sandy, 
has been looking for a more 
permanent approach than 
HUD grant money.

“It is good news that 
this money will be made 
available to co-ops im-
pacted by Sandy, but that 
money is part of a whole 
package,” Schreiber said. 
“That helps us this time, 
but it’s sort of a Band-Aid 
approach. We still want to 

focus on having the FEMA 
rules changed so that any 
time a natural disaster is 
declared, such as Sandy, 
the co-op and condo com-
munity would be eligible 
for FEMA grants.”

Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
said the HUD money could 
be helpful after his com-
munity sustained more 
than $300,000 in damage 
left in Sandy’s wake, but he 
was also disappointed that 
FEMA failed to include co-
ops.

“After the storm, I was 
shocked to find that FEMA 
grant money was not avail-
able to co-ops but were 
available to homeowners. 
This discrimination based 
on the housing choice of 
families was unconscio-
nable,” Friedrich said. “We 
will be watching to see 
how this [HUD] program 
plays out and if the resi-
dents of our communities 
will be helped by HUD via 
financial assistance to the 
impacted co-ops and condo-
miniums.”

for following the rules.”
The panel also voted 

8-4 to decrease student en-
rollments at Newtown and 
Flushing high schools to 
make way for new schools 
in their buildings that will 
address the needs of non-
native English speakers, a 
practice known as co-loca-
tion.

Chris Marzian, a 
teacher at Flushing High 

School, did not pull any 
punches when it came to 
expressing how he felt 
about Bloomberg’s educa-
tion policies.

“The mayor is show-
ing signs of being a commu-
nist,” he wrote in an e-mail. 
“He chose a panel with 
seven people out of 11 work-
ing for him to ensure that 
whatever he wants passes. 
He’s disguising..”

Prior to the meeting, 
the DOE withdrew a pro-
posal to close PS 140 in 
South Jamaica.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott, a non-
voting member of the pan-
el, defended the unpopular 
proposals.

“We understand the 
anger, the reaction on the 
parts of parents and teach-
ers,” he said. “But at the 
end of the day the decision 
is mine.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1
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Protest

Michael Meyer, president of TDC Development, discusses the 
Flushing Commons project in 2010.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
In the closing minutes 

of the third quarter, it ap-
peared the CHSAA Class 
AA basketball champion-
ship between Christ the 
King and Bishop Loughlin 
was going to come down to 
the wire.

Royals senior Isa-
iah Cosbert changed that 
quickly by hitting a buzzer 
beater from just inside half 
court to end the third quar-
ter and started the fourth 
quarter with a three-point 
shot on Christ the King’s 
first possession.

The back-to-back 
threes would extend the 
Royals’ lead to eight — a 
lead they would never look 
back on — as they went on 

to defeat Loughlin 78-63 to 
win their third boys’ bas-
ketball city title in the last 
four years.

Following Cosbert’s 
buzzer beater to end the 
third quarter, the opening 
play had been drawn up 
for him.

“He had a lot of confi-
dence in me,” said Cosbert, 
of CK Coach Joe Arbitello. 
“I knocked the shot down. 
It was a big shot.”

The Royals opened the 
frame on a 17-3 run. 

Cosbert, who had 
nine points, propelled the 
Royals to a dominated 
fourth quarter, outscoring 
the Lions 24-14 in the final 
frame. 

“They came punch-
ing, we came punching, 

but I think we just got the 
last punch in the fourth 
quarter to win the game,” 
said CK senior Jon Severe, 
who scored a game-high 19 
points.

Severe added five as-
sists and five rebounds 
and was named the game’s 
MVP. Jordan Fuchs scored 
17 points and Adonis DeLa-
rosa and Rawle Alkins 
each added 14 for the 
Royals (26-3). Loughlin’s 
Khadeen Carrington led 
all scorers with 24 points 
and teammate Mike Wil-
liams added 23.

The championship 
was even more satisfying 
for the Royals because 
they were upset in the 
quarterfinals last year. 
The biggest difference be-

tween this season and last 
is the togetherness of the 
team.

“Last year we weren’t 
a team; this year we’re a 
team,” Severe said.

The Royals defeated 
Loughlin (21-8) four times 
this season, which is an 
accomplishment to be 
proud of, Arbitello said. 
He knows first hand how 
special it is to win this 
tournament, having won 
it both as a player and a 
coach.

“I said to my wife 
today, ‘I don’t know why 
I coach basketball.’ My 
stomach was all upset, I 
was all messed up,” Arbi-
tello said. “But now I know 
why I coach, seeing how 
happy they are.”

Royals crowned champions
Christ the King beats Lions for third CHSAA city title in four years

Christ the King players, coaches and cheerleaders celebrate the team’s win in the city CHSAA Class AA championship. 
Photo by William Thomas

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

The horn blew and 
Amani Tatum slumped 
over, hands at her knees, 
head down. The Archbish-
op Molloy senior guard 
had fouled out of her final 
high school game with her 
team seconds away from 
ending its season.

“Hard,” Tatum, a four-
year varsity player headed 
to James Madison, said of 
the moment. “A chapter in 
your life is closing and a 
new one is opening. It was 
kind of bittersweet.”

A 62-48 loss to Bishop 
Ford in the CHSAA Class 
AA girls’ basketball semi-
finals at St. John Villa Fri-
day closed the book on Tat-
um’s high school career as 
well as those of seven of 
her fellow seniors. 

For the second-
straight year, the Stanners 
fell two wins short of earn-
ing the school’s first-ever 
trip to the state Federation 
tournament A, the highest 
classification.

But none of that takes 
away from what they ac-
complished during their 
time at Molloy, including 
a state Federation Class A 
crown as sophomores and 
the school’s first Brook-

lyn/Queens regular sea-
son title this year, players 
said.

“We should be proud 
of that,” Columbia-bound 
forward Carolyn Gallagh-
er said. “This is one of the 
best leagues in the coun-
try. We should be very 
proud of what we did.”

One thing that will 
linger is that the Stanners 
(21-8) didn’t have their best 
performance in the sea-
son’s final game. There 
were uncharacteristic 
turnovers and too many 
makeable shots missed. It 
was the team’s third loss 
to the Falcons in five meet-
ings this season. Molloy 
Coach Scott Lagas cred-
ited Ford’s athleticism and 
tenaciousness on defense 
to preventing his team 
from accomplishing what 
they wanted to do.

“We missed a lot of 
shots and a lot of it was 
because of the intensity of 
their defense,” Lagas said. 
“Could we have played bet-
ter? Yeah. It’s tough.”

Ford (23-7) took con-
trol of the game with a 9-2 
run to end the first half 
that gave it a 38-30 lead. 
Consecutive three-point-
ers from Jill Conroy (14 

Molloy’s playoff run 
ends in loss to Ford

Molloy players, including Nyasha Irizarry (c.), battle with Ford for 
the ball. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on Page 52
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This St. John’s team 

has given you as much 
hope and thrills as it has 
heart attacks and reasons 
to shake your head this 
season.

The young Red Storm 
men’s basketball team fol-
lowed up two of its worst 
games of the year with one 
of its best, nearly knock-
ing off No. 15-ranked and 
co-Big East champion 
Marquette at Madison 
Square Garden Saturday. 
A Vander Blue buzzer 
beater stood between the 
Red Storm and its biggest 
win of the season in an 
eventual 69-67 defeat.

Can you figure them 
out? I sure can’t.

I had to rewrite this 
column because I had 

initially mapped it out 
prior to the Storm losing 
to Marquette. The previ-
ous version was going to 
detail the Johnnies’ offen-
sive woes since the sus-
pension of leading scorer 
D’Angelo Harrison March 
1 for conduct detrimental 
to the team. The numbers 
weren’t pretty.

During the season, 
St. John’s shot less than 40 
percent from the field in 
losses to Providence and 
Notre Dame and was just 
2-of-23 from three-point 
range but shot 59.3 percent 
in the second half against 
Marquette.

The Red Storm still 
does not have a true shoot-
er on the team and it’s 
been an issue this season. 
I stand by my belief that 
this is ultimately a flawed 
roster made up of players 
with similar skill sets. 
They are athletes who 
thrive on defense, attack-
ing the basket and scoring 
in transition.

Sometimes that’s good 
enough for a big win here 
or there and five victories 
over mostly the lower half 
of the conference in Janu-
ary. February and early 
March hasn’t been a good 
time. St. John’s posted 
a 2-7 record in the final 

nine games of the regu-
lar season. The Johnnies 
went from squarely on the 
NCAA tournament bubble 
to staring an NIT bid in 
the face.

This group wasn’t 
ready to win now. It’s been 
the rollercoaster season 

head Coach Steve Lavin 
expected from Day 1. Still, 
every time you are ready 
to dismiss this group of 
players and the coaching 
staff, they give you ef-
forts like they did against 
Marquette. Phil Greene 
went for 20 points, JaKarr 
Sampson had 17 points 
and Chris Obepka swatted 
away everything near the 
rim.

There are big-time 
pieces in place.

However, effort, 
heart, guts and guile won’t 
be good enough after two 
straight seasons without 
an NCAA tournament 
berth. When you bring in 
a big-time coach like Lavin 
and highly rated talent, 
just competing eventually 
isn’t good enough.

Just when you think 
that’s all this group will 
ever be able to do, they 
have games such as the 
one against Marquette 
that reminds you how spe-
cial they could become.
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Block Shots

Enigmatic St. John’s falls short of its potential
points) ballooned the lead 
to 53-37 with 6:07 remain-
ing in the game. The Stan-
ners had kept the Falcons’ 
shooters at bay up until 
that point.

“Those were two big-
time shots,” Tatum said.

She and Gallagher 
each scored 17 points each 
and Nyasha Irizarry added 
seven for Molloy. Aaliyah 
Jones paced the Falcons 
with 20 points and Aaliyah 
Lewis added 11.

Gallagher said it was 
hard to think back on all 
she and her classmates, 
such as Alexa “Weazel” 
Dietrich and Patti Dorgler, 
accomplished together. 
What wasn’t difficult was 
expressing what she felt 
for them.

“They are all my great 
friends,” Gallagher said. 
“I will always have these 
memories.”

Continued from Page 51

Molloy

St. John’s JaKarr Sampson dunks during a game earlier this sea-
son. Photo by Robert Cole

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Scholars Acad-

emy girls’ basketball team 
is heading to its third 
straight title game, but it 
is doing so without head 
Coach Janet Kleiner on 
the bench.

The school’s former 
boys’ hoops coach, John 
Coscia, and assistants 
Kerri Hubbard and Jeff 
Attard took over the club 
prior to the playoffs. Co-
scia and Attard would 
not comment on Kleiner’s 
absence following the top-
seeded Scholars beating 
No. 13 East Harlem Pride 
54-36 in the PSAL Class B 
semifinals Tuesday night 
at York College.

Kleiner, in her fourth 
season at the school, did 
not return a phone mes-
sage left Tuesday night. 

The abrupt coaching 
change comes in a year 
that began with Hurricane 
Sandy forcing many of the 
players out of their Rock-
away homes. The team 
was unable to play in the 
school’s damaged gym.

Now they can win a 
third consecutive title.

“It feels good after 
all we’ve been through,” 
Scholars point guard Tay-
lor Gallagher said. “It feels 
good to get to the champi-
onship.”

She was a big reason 
they got there. East Harlem 
Pride pulled within 35-26 
on a layup by Brashawan-
da Burrus (13 points) with 
4:25 left in the third quar-
ter. Gallagher then bur-
ied a three-pointer from 
the left corner and scored 
eight of her 16 points dur-
ing a game-changing 13-2 

run. Scholars led 48-28 
with 1:11 remaining in the 
frame.

“When she gets going, 
she can go off for 20 points 
straight,” said Attard, 
who coached many of the 
Scholars players with the 

Lady Bulldogs travel team 
last summer.

Jessica Glaz scored 
17 points and Emma Mi-
chaels had 15 for Scholars 
(27-0), which faces division 
rival and No. 18 Jamaica in 
the final at 11 a.m. Sunday 

at St. Francis College.
Berry leads Jamaica 

into final: Beavers guard 
Laquasia Berry said she’s 
waited her whole career 
for a chance to play for a 
championship. She wasn’t 
about to let it get away.

Berry scored a game-
high 26 points and count-
less acrobatic drives to 
lead Jamaica to a 52-44 win 
over Info Tech in the PSAL 
Class B semifinals. It’s the 
program’s first champion-
ship game appearance, ac-
cording to Coach Stephen 
Heiss.

“I’m excited,” Berry 
said, “after four years, se-
nior year.”

She is part of a dan-
gerous trio with forwards 
Core Valentine and Par-
vene Kissoon. Valentine, 
who scored 14 points, fol-
lowed a Berry three-point 

play with a layup to put 
Jamaica up 40-34 after 
three quarters. The Bea-
vers went on a 6-0 run to 
start the fourth that Berry 
capped with a jumper. Her 
putback with 2:35 left in 
the game made it 49-38.

“She plays with a lot 
of heart,” Heiss said.

The coach said Val-
entine and Kissoon (eight 
points) coming into their 
own this season has been 
a factor in the team’s suc-
cess. He believes that de-
spite two lopsided losses to 
two-time defending champ 
Scholars Academy during 
the regular season, his 
club is up for the challenge 
in the final.

“I think they are wel-
coming the opportunity, 
giving it another shot,” 
Heiss said.

Scholars headed to third-straight ‘B’ fi nal
Seawolves will face Jamaica High School in championship without Coach Janet Kleiner on the bench

Scholars’ Carmela Hopkins takes a foul shot during the semifinal 
game. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Christ the King lost 
one of its best players to 
injury before seeing its 
season slip away.

Junior forward Kol-
lyns Scarbrough, the Roy-
als’ best inside player, se-
verely sprained her right 
ankle, hustling back to 
make a defensive play with 
2:14 left in the second quar-
ter. She emerged from the 

locker room after halftime 
on crutches, hurting her 
team’s advantage in the 
paint.

“Kollyns has been 
a big part of everything 
we’ve done all year,” CK 
Coach Bob Mackey said. 
“It’s tough to replace a kid 
like that.”

Senior post Taylor Bu-
tigian tried to pick up the 
slack, scoring 19 points, 
but it wasn’t enough. 

Moore Catholic’s hot shoot-
ing eventually proved too 
much as the Archdioc-
esan champions knocked 
off Christ the King 63-52 
in the CHSAA Class AA 
girls’ basketball semifi-
nals March 6 at St. John 
Villa. It’s the second time 
in three years the Royals 
finish the season without 
a title.

“It was on everyone to 
step up when they can to 
make up for what we were 
losing,” Butigian said.

Moore did an excel-
lent job containing star 
wing Sierra Calhoun (17 
points). They sagged into 
the paint and forced her 
to score from the outside 
where she never found her 
stroke.

Still, Christ the King 
(19-9) was within 40-39 
after three quarters on 
a Calhoun hoop at the 
buzzer. Moore responded 
by hitting three straight 
three-pointers, including 
two by Victoria Rubin (13 

points) to take a 53-44 lead 
with 4:13 left in the game. 
The second was lofted 
high over the outstretched 
hand of a defender and 
banked in.

“They were just a re-
ally great shooting team,” 
Butigian said.

Moore Catholic (23-5) 
had four players in double 
figures led by Gabriella 
Rubin’s 19 points. Sister 
Victoria Rubin had 13, 

Taylor Robertson 12 and 
Tori Crea 11. The Maver-
icks understood the im-
portance of beating such a 
storied program.

“It’s an accomplish-
ment,” Victoria Rubin 
said. “People thought that 
we weren’t going to win. 
It just makes us all moti-
vated.”

Christ the King drew 
as close as 53-49 with 2:18 
remaining in the game on 

two Calhoun free throws. 
She misfired on a three-
pointer on the next pos-
session and Moore, which 
handled the CK pressure 
defense well all game, 
closed things out at the 
free throw line.

“I think we threw at 
them everything we could 
pressure wise,” Mackey 
said. “They handled it 
pretty well.” 
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Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough drives to basket during a 
game earlier this season. She was injured in the matchup with 
Moore. Photo by Robert Cole

CK season comes to close with loss to Moore
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respects the USTA and sup-
ports the idea of the expan-
sion, will probably be the 
sponsor of the state bill, but 
will only do so if the land 
is replaced. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
has also said that the USTA 
should replace the park-
land, and at a rally last 
Friday held by the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens, City 

Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) 
said the USTA “needs to 

replace every inch of park-
land they take.”

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com $2OFF

THE PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY ONLY!   April 1-5, 2013
Valid only with cash purchases. Present this coupon at 
ticket box office. Not valid toward admission for children. 
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with any 
other discount offer. 

Save on combo tickets with  
LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also 
available at AutoShowNY.com.  
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

the public controversy he 
set off when he contended 
that the agency’s super-
visors in his district had 
called for a work slowdown 
after 20 inches of snow fell 
on city streets Dec. 26, 2010. 
Streets in Queens and oth-
er parts of the city were im-
passable for days as plows 
struggled to unclog roads 
and rescue ill residents.

“Based on constituent 
opinion, the DSNY did an 
excellent job this year vs. 
what many constituents 
saw and said in 2010,” said 
Kevin Ryan, Halloran’s 
spokesman. “Whatever ac-
tually happened in the 2010 
blizzard, most residents felt 
that our streets were not 
cleared properly. This year 
the people we serve are 
much happier.”

Ryan added, “This was 
a good opportunity for the 
Council member to both 
commend the DSNY and 
clarify his 2010 position, 
while also calling for a 
change in the snow remov-
al maps in the future. It’s 
all about giving the district 
residents a voice.”

Halloran’s claims that 
the Sanitation workers had 
organized a slowdown be-
cause of a department plan 
to demote 100 supervisors 
made headlines in the city’s 
newspapers.

The U.S. attorney’s 
office in Manhattan 
launched an investigations 
into Halloran’s contention 
and he faced a contempt of 
court charge for failure to 
cooperate with a federal 
grand jury looking into his 
claims. In June 2011 the 

city Department of Investi-
gation issued a report say-
ing their interviews with 
more than 150 witnesses 
had found no basis for Hal-
loran’s slowdown claims.

“In toto, Mr. Hal-
loran’s information about 
city employee statements 
contributed no actual evi-
dence about a possible slow-
down,” the report said.

After the most recent 
snowfall, the councilman 
reflected back on his claims 
and pointed the finger at 
Bloomberg for taking his 
remarks out of context.

“Mayor Bloomberg was 
clearly trying to distract 
the public from his lack of 
hands-on governance dur-
ing that storm and his grow-
ing troubles with DSNY 
supervisors, who were il-
legitimately targeted for 
summary demotions by his 
administration,” Halloran 
said. “At the time, my state-
ments were unfortunately 
distorted into criticism for 
the hardworking DSNY em-
ployees and I was wrong to 
not fight more forcefully to 
clear up the record.”

Bloomberg and other 
top city officials were criti-
cized for being out of the 
city for the Christmas holi-
day weekend when the bliz-
zard hit.

As he faces a field of 
five Democrats seeking the 
spot to challenge him in 
November, Halloran said 
he hoped to set the record 
straight by saying he re-
gretted the collateral dam-
age caused by the political 
whirlwind.

“I never intended to 
criticize the rank-and-file 
workers of the DSNY or the 
vast majority of hardwork-
ing supervisors. I know 
how hard they work. The is-
sues I raised were directed 
at the policymakers in the 
top management positions, 
based on what I’d heard at 
the time,” Halloran said. 
“While locker-room talk 
and outside agency grip-
ing were at the heart of my 
commentary, my intention 
was not always communi-
cated as clearly as it should 
have been.”

Continued from Page 1

Halloran

City Councilman Dan Halloran shovels snow on 24th 
Road in Whitestone after a January dusting. 

Photo courtesy Dan Halloran

Continued from Page 4

USTA

Elected officials, including Jose Peralta, Julissa Ferreras, Leroy 
Comrie and Daniel Dromm, listen as Douglas Le, of the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens, speaks at a rally. Photo by Joe Anuta
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$2

vi

BUY NOW 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.
Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

SPRING INTO
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.

32BJ, 1199, 


