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By Steve MoSco

The humanitarian effort following Hurri-
cane Sandy brought volunteers to the Rockaways 
to help in the immediate aftermath of the storm.

Now close to five months after the super-
storm surged ashore, the long-term health of the 
most drastically affected communities is getting 

By ReBecca Henely

A firm advocate of 
increased policing, City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) applauded 
the city Parks Depart-
ment’s hiring of more parks 
enforcement patrol officers 
come the 2014 fiscal year.

“These officers are a 
necessity,” Vallone said. 
“This is welcome news.”

The Parks Department 
said in an e-mail that May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s fis-
cal year 2014 budget would 
account for 81 additional 
PEP officers who would en-
force park rules and protect 

the parks. The budget also 
allows for an increase in 
additional parks staff, in-
cluding 207 city park work-
ers, 30 tree climbers and 
pruners, and 96 mainte-
nance and trades workers, 
technicians and analysts to 
maintain various park and 

By RicH BockMann

It was just after 1 a.m. Tues-
day — inside a Brooklyn high 

school auditorium that seemed 
all the more cavernous due to its 
mostly empty seats — that a city 
education panel  approved what 

most presumed had been decided 
months ago.

After seven hours of com-
ments and discussions, and with 

only a handful of people left to 
witness, the city Panel for Educa-
tional Policy voted for nearly 60 
school closures and co-locations, 
including four in Queens.

The panel, composed of eight 
voting members appointed by the 
mayor and five by each borough 
president, was created when May-
or Michael Bloomberg assumed 
control of the city’s schools in 
2002. In 11 years it has never 
voted against a city Department 
of Education proposal, a fact that 
infuriates many who believe end-
ing up on a PEP agenda is a death 
sentence.

“You’re just here to make it 
happen — not to deliberate, not 
to opine. Just to do what you’re 
told to do, which is raise your 
hand when you’re told to raise 
your hand,” said Manhattan rep-
resentative Patrick Sullivan, who 
accused the mayor’s appointees of 
acting as a rubber stamp.

Indeed, that is what ended 
up happening. The mayoral mem-
bers voted to approve every item 
on the agenda and, for the most 
part, the borough presidents’ ap-
pointees opposed them.

At the end of the night, the ax 
had fallen on two schools at the 
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By kaRen FRantz

Soon after a judge struck 
down the so-called soda ban Mon-
day — just a day before the new 
rule was expected to go into effect 
— some in Queens’s restaurant 
community said they supported 
the court’s decision and railed 
against the ban.

“It’s a victory for no govern-
ment intervention,” said Jerry 
Ambrose, who has been a bar-
tender at Union Jack, at 39-40 Bell 
Blvd., for more than 10 years.

He said the restaurant would 
not be affected by the rule because 
it does not sell sugary drinks in 
bottles or cans and it does not 
have glasses that serve amounts 
larger than 16 ounces. But he 
spoke out against what he called 
government intrusion, from the 
thwarted soda rule to a city ban 
against smoking in public, say-
ing it has gotten out of hand and 
that people should be free to make 
their own decisions.

“They’re beating us up. We 
should all rebel,” he said.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
quickly appealed the ruling by 
State Supreme Court Justice Mil-

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (r.) 
speaks with Joe Puelo of DC 37 Local 983 
in Astoria Park. Photo courtesy Vallone

KicKflip Science

Leo Heinert soars above the crowd during a demonstration by Torro! Skateboards NYC at the New York Hall 
of Science in Corona. Heinert, along with several other skateboarders, performed tricks as the science be-
hind their movements was explained to audience members. Photo by Christina Santucci

Ed panel axes two high schools
Cambria Hts. to lose institutions as Flushing, Newtown HS face phase-out

Queens hails
ruling to halt
soda size ban

Doctors raise storm relief funds

for Rockaways with new T-shirts
Parks to add 81 patrol officers
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American
Dance & 

Drama Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 2.5-15

July 1st - Aug. 16th 
917.602.6271 

dance@nyc.rr.com

Royal’s 
Basketball 

Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 7-16

Boys Week #1 
July 29th - Aug. 2nd 

Girls Week 
Aug. 5th - Aug. 9th 

Boys Week #2 
Aug. 12th - Aug.16th 

Boys Week #3 
Aug. 19th - Aug. 23rd 

718.366.7454 

Royal’s 
Soccer  
Camp

Boys & Girls Ages 7-16 
July 8th - July 12th

718.366.7454 
royalssoccer@ctkrhs.org

royalsbasketball@ctkrhs.org

g

royals

s
r

7-16
2th

6

WWW.CTKNY.ORG

Summer Fun at  
Christ the King
Summer Fun at  
Christ the King

68-02  Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village NY 11379

Huge Flushing project
to break ground in fall

BY JOE ANUTA

Civic leaders reacted 
with skepticism after the 
city announced Tuesday 
that Flushing Commons 
will be built in two phases 
beginning this fall.

Developers of the long-
stalled, mixed-use develop-
ment are expected to break 
ground on the project in 
November, according to 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

A special permit for 
the $850 million project 
set for Municipal Lot 1 was 
approved in 2010. But the 
major players — EDC, TDC 
Development and Construc-
tion Corp. and Rockefeller 
Development Group — left 
the parking lot untouched 
for several years with vir-
tually no explanation until 
this week.

“Today’s announce-
ment that construction on 
this transformative project 
is expected to begin this 
year is fantastic news for 
Flushing, Queens and the 
City,” said Seth Pinsky, 
President of EDC.

The first phase of the 
project will include the two 
community benefits out-
lined in the original pro-
posal: a 1.5-acre public open 
space and a 62,000-square-

foot YMCA. It will also fea-
ture most of the total pro-
posed commercial space, 
about 350,000 square feet, 
and about one-third of the 
total housing, or 160 units. 

Michael Meyer, presi-
dent of TDC, said there is 
no projected date to begin 
Phase 2, but it will include 
450 residential units and 
150,000 square feet of com-
mercial space.

An underground park-
ing garage will be built 
first. During its construc-
tion, the developers will op-
erate the parking lot with a 
valet in order to keep the to-
tal spaces hovering around 
1,100, according to Meyer. 
As soon as the 1,000 capac-
ity garage is complete and 
the buildings above it are 
built up enough to safely 
allow cars to park, which 
may take about two years, 
the developers will begin 
the rest of the first phase. 

EDC hoped that this 
would assuage fears  that 
the lack of a parking lot 
would disrupt downtown 
businesses.

But Ikhwan Rim, pres-
ident of the Union Street 
Merchants Association, 
said he was still concerned 
that construction would 
hurt the entrepreneurs 
on his street and planned 

to express his opposition 
to the project, which TDC 
had been hoping to begin 
several times since its 2010 
approval.

The idea of phasing is 
not new.

Meyer had told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in 2011 that TDC was con-
templating splitting the 
project, but had not figured 
out the logistics of how to 
do so. Dividing the develop-
ment would allow TDC to 
break ground without all 
of the financing in place, 
he said. And that financing 
was not easy to come by.

A global financial 
meltdown and a dismal 
housing market sent Meyer 
around the world to look 
for money, according to e-
mails obtained through a 
Freedom of Information 
Law last year.

Pinsky touted years 
spent trying to find a solu-
tion to please the commu-
nity.

“The new plan, which 
will maintain all exist-
ing parking spaces during 
construction, is the culmi-
nation of years of work to 
address community con-
cerns,” he said, although 
EDC acknowledged that, as 
with every project, money 
was a factor as well.

Michael Meyer, president of TDC Development, discusses the Flushing Commons project in 2010.
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3USTA plan gets off to a shaky start at CBs
Flushing Meadows Corona Park expansion will ultimately be left up to city and state lawmakers

BY JOE ANUTA

Community boards 
voted this week on the Unit-
ed States Tennis Center’s 
proposal to expand its foot-
print in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and attempted 
to put their mark on the 
possible end result, while a 
lawmaker with legislative 
power has demanded the 
lost parkland be replaced.

The USTA is seeking 
to expand the lease for its 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center by 0.68 acres 
in order to rebuild one sta-
dium, construct another 
and put in two parking ga-
rages on top of current as-
phalt lots.

The controversial pro-
posal was making its way 
through all six affected 
community boards this 
week, which have an advi-
sory vote. In a packed meet-
ing Monday night, Commu-
nity Board 7 in Flushing 
voted 30-6 to approve the 

proposal on several condi-
tions, which included a re-
quirement the USTA set up 
a $15 million capital fund 
and contribute $300,000 
annually to a maintenance 
fund.

CB 4 in Corona voted 
to disapprove the applica-
tion unless similar condi-
tions were made, while CB 
9 in Kew Gardens simply 
voted against it. Conditions 
are nonbinding, and in 1993 
boards voted to approve the 
USTA’s earlier expansion 
with many stipulations, ac-
cording to a report from the 
City Planning Commission, 
but many were never met.

The other boards were 
set to make a decision after 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
went to press.

In addition to the com-
munity boards, the bor-
ough president and the City 
Planning Commission also 
get to weigh in on the proj-
ect before it goes to the City 
Council for a vote.

The Council not only 
has the final say on the 
proposal, it must also pass 

a piece of legislation ask-
ing the state to transfer 
the parkland to the USTA’s 

lease. Then the state Leg-
islature must pass its own 
bill, according to state law. 
The National Park Service 
has oversight of the park 
due to a decades-old federal 
investment.

The Park Service told 
TimesLedger that its nor-
mally strict requirements 
for parkland replacement 
do not apply to the USTA 
since it is a public facility.

Joshua Laird, assistant 
commissioner of planning 
and natural resources at 
the city Parks Department, 
has said the USTA will con-
tribute a yet-to-be-decided 
compensation package 
to the community rather 
than replace the parkland, 
contending it is open to the 
public 11 months out of the 
year.

Daniel Zausner, man-
aging director of the Na-
tional Tennis Center en-
couraged the boards to offer 
ideas for the compensation, 
and there was no short-

age of suggestions, but the 
USTA is not considering 
replacing parkland.

In New York state it is 
unprecedented to take away 
parkland, called alienation, 
and not receive acreage in 
return, groups opposed to 
the USTA expansion say.

State Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) 
has demanded it. And he 
may hold the power to get 
what he wants.

“I believe that we have 
a history of showing that 
when parkland is alien-
ated, we replace it,”  Aubry 
said. “We don’t want to set 
any new precedents about 
private or not-for-profit en-
tities to be able to buy their 
way out of that process.”

Aubry, who said he 
respects the USTA and sup-
ports the idea of the expan-
sion, will probably be the 
sponsor of the state bill, 
but will only do so if the 
land is replaced. 

Gordon Smith, the chief operating officer of the United States 
Tennis Association, speaks during a public hearing at Community 
Board 7. Photo by Joe Anuta

Alliance forms to buy Steinway Mansion for museum
BY REBECCA HENELY

A diverse group of Astoria 
historians, elected officials, busi-
ness leaders and artists have 
banded together to try to buy the 
Steinway Mansion and turn it 
into a museum.

“I think it’s about time the 
community really stepped up to 
the plate here,” said Bob Single-
ton, executive director of the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety.

The Steinway Mansion, a 25-
room granite house at 41st Street 
overlooking Bowery Bay in Asto-
ria, was originally built by opti-
cian Benjamin T. Pike in 1858 as 
a weekend home.  But it got its 
name from its second resident, 
famous piano maker Henry Stein-
way, of Steinway & Sons.

Since the 1920s, the mansion 
has been owned by the Halberian 
family. Michael Halberian, the 

latest owner, had listed the man-
sion and the land surrounding it 
for sale before he died during the 
late 2010 snowstorm at age 83. The 
house never found a buyer  and 
has remained unoccupied since 

then.
The Steinway Mansion once 

held many artifacts from its pre-
vious owners, but they were sold 
at auction shortly after Michael 
Halberian’s death. Nevertheless, 

Singleton said the mansion still 
has great potential as an educa-
tional resource and point of revi-
talization for the industrialized 
area where it sits. The Friends 
of Steinway Mansion was formed 
to try to buy the mansion for that 
purpose.

“It could become a catalyst 
for growth in that area,” said 
Rob MacKay, spokesman for the 
Queens Economic Development 
Council, which is part of the al-
liance. “There’s not much in that 
area.”

State Assemblywomen 
Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) and 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) are 
both members of the alliance as 
well. Simotas called the man-
sion a “hidden gem” that gives 
an interesting perspective into 
the community’s past and its past 
residents.

“Unless you have a reason 
to walk up that hill, you really 

don’t,” Simotas said. “But when 
you do, it’s a window to another 
world.”

The assemblywoman said 
to get possession of the mansion, 
the alliance would need public 
and private investment. She said 
Michael Halberian’s children 
recently gave her and Markey a 
tour and while they want to sell, 
they are also interested in seeing 
the mansion preserved.

The Artisans Guild of Amer-
ica and Steinway & Sons have 
also joined the alliance.

Anthony Gilroy, marketing 
director for Steinway, said in an 
e-mail the company does not have 
the resources to buy the house on 
its own, but is happy to lend sup-
port.

“This mansion is one of the 
few buildings in the area that ac-
tually predates our factory and 
so is an integral part of early 
Astoria history,” Gilroy said. 

Bob Singleton of the Greater Astoria Historical Society says a new group hopes 
to purchase the Steinway Mansion in Astoria for the public.
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R
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S
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6

0
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Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall, enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

Halloran says Bloomy 
twisted his snow claims

BY PHIL CORSO

In an attempt to set the 
record straight as he runs 
for re-election to a second 
term, City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
has blamed Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg for distorting 
his claims about a Sanita-
tion Department slowdown 
in the aftermath of the 2010 
blizzard.

After praising the 
city’s Sanitation workers 
for a job well done in clear-
ing this season’s snows, the 
councilman revisited the 
public controversy he set 
off when he contended that 
the agency’s supervisors in 
his district had called for 
a work slowdown after 20 
inches of snow fell on city 
streets Dec. 26, 2010. Streets 
in Queens and other parts 
of the city were impassable 
for days as plows struggled 
to unclog roads and rescue 
ill residents.

“Based on constituent 
opinion, the DSNY did an 
excellent job this year vs. 
what many constituents 
saw and said in 2010,” said 
Kevin Ryan, Halloran’s 
spokesman. “Whatever ac-
tually happened in the 2010 
blizzard, most residents felt 
that our streets were not 
cleared properly. This year 
the people we serve are 
much happier.”

Ryan added, “This was 
a good opportunity for the 
Council member to both 

commend the DSNY and 
clarify his 2010 position, 
while also calling for a 
change in the snow remov-
al maps in the future. It’s 
all about giving the district 
residents a voice.”

Halloran’s claims that 
the Sanitation workers had 
organized a slowdown be-
cause of a department plan 
to demote 100 supervisors 
made headlines in the city’s 
newspapers.

The U.S. attorney’s 
office in Manhattan 
launched an investigations 
into Halloran’s contention 
and he faced a contempt of 
court charge for failure to 
cooperate with a federal 
grand jury looking into his 
claims. In June 2011 the 
city Department of Investi-
gation issued a report say-
ing their interviews with 
more than 150 witnesses 
had found no basis for Hal-
loran’s slowdown claims.

“In toto, Mr. Hal-
loran’s information about 
city employee statements 
contributed no actual evi-
dence about a possible slow-
down,” the report said.

After the most recent 
snowfall, the councilman 
reflected back on his claims 
and pointed the finger at 
Bloomberg for taking his 
remarks out of context.

“Mayor Bloomberg was 
clearly trying to distract 
the public from his lack of 
hands-on governance dur-
ing that storm and his grow-

ing troubles with DSNY 
supervisors, who were il-
legitimately targeted for 
summary demotions by his 
administration,” Halloran 
said. “At the time, my state-
ments were unfortunately 
distorted into criticism for 
the hardworking DSNY em-
ployees and I was wrong to 
not fight more forcefully to 
clear up the record.”

Bloomberg and other 
top city officials were criti-
cized for being out of the 
city for the Christmas holi-
day weekend when the bliz-
zard hit.

As he faces a field of 
five Democrats seeking the 
spot to challenge him in 
November, Halloran said 
he hoped to set the record 
straight by saying he re-
gretted the collateral dam-
age caused by the political 
whirlwind.

“I never intended to 
criticize the rank-and-file 
workers of the DSNY or the 
vast majority of hardwork-
ing supervisors. I know 
how hard they work. The is-
sues I raised were directed 
at the policymakers in the 
top management positions, 
based on what I’d heard at 
the time,” Halloran said. 
“While locker-room talk 
and outside agency grip-
ing were at the heart of my 
commentary, my intention 
was not always communi-
cated as clearly as it should 
have been.”

Underneath mounds of snow are bags of trash as well as a car after a blizzard hit on Dec. 26, 2010.
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Queens lawmakers fi ghting for mixed-martial arts bill
Avella co-sponsor of successful Senate legislation while other boro pols expected to support it in Assembly

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Queens state As-

sembly delegation is set to 
weigh in on a mixed-mar-
tial arts bill that passed 
the state Senate last week, 
although three of the bor-
ough’s lawmakers have al-
ready co-sponsored similar 
legislation in the past.

Mixed-martial arts is 
typically a bout between 
two contenders involving 
punches, kicks and all man-
ner of wrestling or submis-
sion moves performed with 
little padding or protection. 
It is currently legal in most 
states, but not in New York.

Legislation that would 
overturn a 1997 ban was 
passed in the Senate March 
6, with Queens pols largely 
on board. Sens. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) and Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) were 
co-sponsors of the bill. 
Sen. James Sanders Jr. (D-

Jamaica) was the lone dis-
senting voice from Queens. 

Proponents argue that 
New York is losing out on 
tens of millions in annual 

revenue as nearby states 
like New Jersey host big-
ticket events that generate 
income for the area.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

said Tuesday that he was 
not morally opposed to al-
lowing the sport in the 
state, provided it makes 
economic sense. He invit-

ed the leagues promoting 
mixed martial arts to make 
their case.

The state Assembly 
has traditionally been a 
sticking point, but accord-
ing to Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), this year might 
be different.

“I think this is an is-
sue that is about revenue,” 
he said. “And we are look-
ing about how the sport can 
generate that revenue, and 
how it is regulated.”

Mixed martial arts 
has grown to become more 
regulated than boxing, ac-
cording to Moya, and its 
fighters receive less inju-
ries than boxers.

“I think the opposition 
was over what they consid-
ered the brutality of the 
sport,” he said. “But it has 
changed dramatically.”

Previous bills attempt-
ing to allow mixed-martial 

arts have died on numer-
ous occasions, but they did 
not go down without sup-
port from Moya and other 
Queens lawmakers.

Assembly members 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and Aravella Simot-
as (D-Astoria) also co-spon-
sored a bill in 2011.

Hevesi and Moya 
have each received $500 in 
campaign contributions 
from Zuffa LLC, the politi-
cal action committee that 
spends money on behalf of 
the sport, according to the 
state Board of Elections. 
Though Moya said that he 
had signed onto the last 
bill about a year before re-
ceiving any campaign do-
nations, and advocated for 
legalizing the sport as part 
of his platform for first get-
ting elected in 2011. Hevesi 
also signed on the same bill, 
also about a year before re-
ceiving the contribution.

Urijah Faber (top) and Ivan Menjivar fight during a mixed martial arts match in California, where the 
sport is legal. AP Photo/Jae C. Hong
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By Christina santuCCi

The heartbroken hus-
band of a woman crushed 
by an MTA bus in Oakland 
Gardens last week is plead-
ing for witnesses to the in-
cident to come forward so 
he can understand the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
his wife’s death.

Cheng-Chiu Fang, 55, 
had been on her way home 
from work at about 6:30 
p.m. when she was struck 
by the back of a QM3 bus 
as it made a lefthand turn 
from 73rd Avenue onto 
Springfield Boulevard last 
Thursday, according to the 
NYPD and her husband.

“I know she is very 
careful about the traffic 
light; she does everything 
carefully,” said 60-year-old 
Jiann Hua Fang, Fang’s 
husband.

Jiann Hua Fang asked 
anyone who saw what hap-
pened to come forward as 
he awaited the results of a 
police investigation.

“I hope the witnesses 
call me. That’s my only 
hope,” he said.

Jiann Hua Fang de-
scribed his wife, who 
worked in business account-
ing with Cathay Bank, as 
bright and a loving mother 
to their three sons, who are 
in their 20s.

A neighbor who asked 
not to be identified said 
“she was the backbone of 
that family.”

Both Cheng-Chiu Fang 
and her husband were born 
in Taiwan. Her English 
name was Corinna and he 
goes by Jimmy. She was 
deeply religious and prac-
ticed Heaven Dao, he said.

They met while he was 
studying at SUNY Mari-
time College in the mid-
1980s when a classmate 
introduced her to him at 
a get-together. They were 
married in 1988.

“She had no nega-
tives,” he said.

The night of the acci-
dent, Jiann Hua Fang got 
home later than normal 
— around 9 p.m. or 10 p.m. 
— and was told that police 
were trying to reach him.

After arriving at North 
Shore Hospital in Manhas-
set, L.I., he was taken into 
a family room and learned 
that Cheng-Chiu Fang had 
died.

At the time, he was 
handed his wife’s handbag.

“I’ve never touched my 
wife’s handbag,” he said. 
“This is the first time.”

Afterward he was tak-
en to identify his wife.

“I cannot even cry 
when I see my wife’s body,” 
he said. “The sense is like 
hate, like pain, like sor-
row.”

Jiann Hua said he 
hoped to hold a viewing 
Saturday and a funeral 
Sunday, but he could not fi-

nalize plans until the medi-
cal examiner concluded its 
investigation. He was des-
perately seeking answers 
about how his wife could 
have been killed.

“I am not satisfied 
with these kind of things,” 
he said. “I believe my wife 
is 100 percent correct.”

Jiann Hua Fang said 
that every morning by 6:50 
a.m. he would drop his wife 
off at a bus stop on Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike.

In the evenings, she 
took the subway and then 
transferred to a bus to get 
back.

By Phil Corso

Flushing activist Mi-
chael Chu joined with more 
than a dozen concerned 
members of the community 
Sunday to protest outside 
the 109th Precinct after 
he said police ignored a 
missing person report for 
a woman who was later 
found dead.

Earlier this month, 
police discovered the body 
of 46-year-old tourist Jun-
woon Li, a Korean national 
of Chinese descent, floating 
in Flushing Bay after she 
had been missing for four 
days, according to the of-
fice of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside).

Behind metal barri-
cades across the street from 
the 109th in Flushing, Chu 
and several other commu-
nity members faced several 
officers standing around 
the precinct and chanted, 
“We have the right not 
to remain silent! We saw 
something, we said some-
thing, they did nothing!”

“The NYPD gave dif-
ferent excuses to ignore the 
missing person filing for 
four days,” Chu said. “They 
should have been more sen-
sitive and respectful.”

According to Chu, the 
NYPD did not handle re-
ports of the missing wom-
an with enough urgency or 
professionalism and could 
have possibly prevented 
her death. He staged the 
protest Sunday, pointing 
his finger at the 109th Pre-

cinct for turning him away 
when he tried filing a miss-
ing person report in the 
days following her absence, 
Chu said.

“We are part of the 
community and deserve 
answers,” Chu said. “I 
hope that everybody learns 
something from this.”

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Li’s death was 
not classified as a homicide 
and that no foul play was 
suspected, but the Internal 
Affairs Bureau was still 
looking into the incident.

Li’s friends were the 
last to see her Feb. 22 at 
a Flushing karaoke bar 
around 11 p.m., Meng’s 
office said. Police main-
tained their position that 
there was no criminality 
suspected in her death.

In the wake of her dis-
appearance, Meng’s office 
said friends of Li had con-
tacted various elected offi-
cials in the area with hopes 
of getting the word out. 
After initially reaching 
out to state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), Li’s 
friends were then referred 
to Meng’s office as the mat-
ter had become a federal is-
sue, since Li was a foreign 
national.

Her body was identi-
fied Feb. 26, prompting 
Meng to contact the U.S. 
embassy in Beijing to make 
sure that two of Li’s family 
members, a 24-year-old son 
and 44-year-old brother, 
could claim the body.

QM3 bus kills pedestrian 
husband asks witnesses for info in death of wife in Oakland gardens

Activists hold rally 
over dead tourist

Police said that cheng-chiu Fang (inset) was struck and killed at the corner of 73rd Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard. Photo by christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A block away from 
where an 11-year-old 
boy was run over by a 
dump truck in December, 
about 100 people attended 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm’s (D-Jackson 

Heights) forum Tuesday 
centered on improving traf-
fic in Jackson Heights.

“This is what I thought 
a very good turnout,” 
Dromm said, “but it’s an in-
terest of concern.”

The councilman said 
he had wanted to do more 

to improve traffic safety 
in Jackson Heights and 
had been in discussions 
with the city Department 
of Transportation, but the 
death of Miguel Torres, 
who was struck by the rear 
wheels of a white dump 
truck turning right onto 

Northern Boulevard from 
80th Street, spurred him to 
get into greater discussions 
with the DOT. Police had 
not found the driver as of 
Wednesday afternoon.

“That just increased 
the urgency with which we 
needed to address some of 

866.375.2817    lease@bushterminal.com   882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

Jax Hts traffi c forum jammed
Residents hear safety proposals after boy killed by dump truck

Ya-Ting Liu of Transportation Alternatives speaks at a forum 
on traffic safety at IS 145 in Jackson Heights hosted by City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (r.). Photo by Rebecca Henely

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

these problems,” Dromm 
said.

The panel was held at 
IS 145, at 33-34 80th St. in 
Jackson Heights, where 
Torres went to school. 
Representatives from the 
115th Precinct, the DOT 
and Transportation Al-
ternatives, a public trans-
portation advocacy group,  
attended. Transportation 
Alternatives and the civic 
group Jackson Heights 
Green Alliance co-hosted 
the event with Dromm.

The forum discussed 
both preventive and en-
forcement measures when 
dealing with traffic safe-
ty, which Yu-Ting Liu, of 
Transportation Alterna-
tives, referred to as the 
“carrot” and the “stick” 
approach.

“There’s a lot of pe-
destrian safety and traffic 
calming programs that are 
available,” Liu said.

Two of the most com-
monly discussed solu-
tions were speed tracking 
cameras and slow zones. 
Queens Deputy Borough 
Commissioner Delilah Hall 
said the DOT is in favor of 
speed tracking cameras, 
which have the potential 
to warn motorists speeding 
the same way that red light 
cameras have prevented 
drivers from running the 
lights.

Liu said getting driv-
ers to slow down is of grave 
importance as speeding 
kills four times as many 
people as drunk driving 

and the difference between 
being hit at 30 mph and 40 
mph is an 80 percent sur-
vival rate vs. a 70 percent 
death rate.

“Speeding matters,” 
she said. “Every mile per 
hour matters.”

The developed slow 
zones, which were imple-
mented in July 2012, set 20 
mph zones in residential 
areas as well as adding 
speed bumps and other 
traffic-calming measures. 
Some sections of Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst 
and Auburndale received 
slow zones, but to do this 
the area must have natural 
boundaries and must not be 
a bus or truck route.

As a major thorough-
fare, the intersection where 
Miguel was hit could not 
become a slow zone, Hall 
said.

“We will continue to 
work with you on how to 
make Northern Boulevard 
safer,” Hall said.

Liu said to make 
changes in terms of traffic 
safety, it is important to 
be specific, organized and 
articulate about what you 
want as a community.

“Get organized about 
what your problem is, docu-
ment it and work with your 
local elected officials,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.
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Meeks makes trip to Venezuela  
for President Chavez’s funeral

BY RICH BOCKMANN

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
was part of the delegation that traveled 
to Venezuela for the late President Hugo 
Chavez’s funeral last week.

“The people there know me. I’m not 
some Johnny-Come-Lately,” Meeks, a 
member of the House Committee on For-
eign Affairs, said in an interview. “He sent 
individuals down there with a passion and 
some credibility.”

Chavez died March 5 after being diag-
nosed with cancer in 2011.

Meeks, who made the trip to Cara-
cas with U.S. Rep. William Delahunt (D-
Mass.) and U.S. Embassy Caracas Chargé 
d’Affaires James Derham March 8, said 
he first visited the country in 2000 when 
Chavez was elected and has been there sev-
eral times since.

Meeks and Delahunt introduced the 
controversial Latin American leader to 
Joseph Kennedy II, and in 2006 Meeks 
helped broker a deal to provide Kennedy’s 
Citizens Energy with Venezuelan heating 
oil for low-income Americans in southeast 

Queens and the Bronx, among other plac-
es. 

The congressman said while he did 
not always see eye-to-eye with Chavez, he 
admired his dedication to the plight of the 
poor.

“The issues for those who are poor [in 
Venezuela] are like it is to be poor anyplace 
else. The thing is before Chavez the poor 
were never on anybody’s mind,” he said. 
“He talked about the poor, average person 
all the time.”

“I had some disagreements with how 
the Chavez administration operated and 
moved the economy,” Meeks added. “I’m 
not a socialist. I’m a capitalist. I think you 
can do it right to help the poor and help 
those who don’t have jobs get jobs.”

Chavez pledged to strengthen his so-
cialist hold on the country after winning 
re-election by 10 percentage points in an 
October race that drew an 80-percent voter 
turnout, Reuters reported.

The runner-up, Henrique Capriles, 
appears to be the strongest challenger to 
Chavez’s hand-picked successor, acting 
President Nicolas Maduro, in next month’s 
election.
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

American Medical Career
Training Center

150–28 Hillside Ave., Jamaica

Universal Medical Career
Training Center

176–01 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

NURSING ASSISTANT NURSING ASSISTANT

PATIENT CARE TECH PATIENT CARE TECH

PHYSICAL THERAPY AIDE MEDICAL BILLING

MEDICAL LAB TECH EKG TECH/ PHLEBOTOMY TECH

MEDICAL ASSISTANT MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Job
On 

e
nt

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562 718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Jamaica Bay to get needed lift
New bike and boat stations to be installed to promote tourism

BY STEVE MOSCO

Another wave of revi-
talization is coming to the 
Rockaways as the city and 
federal government seek 
proposals to install new 
amenities for visitors and 
residents of the seaside 
land. 

The city Parks Depart-
ment joined the National 
Parks Service to announce 
that three requests for pro-
posals have been issued 
this week for the installa-
tion, operation and mainte-
nance of kayak and canoe 
rental stations, bike rental 
stations and mobile food 
units on city and federal 
land throughout Jamaica 
Bay, the Rockaway Penin-
sula and the Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area.

“Millions of people 
visit the Rockaway beaches 

each summer and we’re 
seeking concessions that 
will allow both visitors and 
locals to further explore 
the natural beauty of the 
Jamaica Bay region,” said 
city Parks Commissioner 
Veronica White. “We are 
hoping to offer opportu-
nities for New Yorkers to 
bike, eat and paddle, and 
are looking to receive pro-
posals from companies or 
individuals with strong 
backgrounds in delivering 
these amenities to the pub-
lic.”

In July, the U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg signed an agree-
ment between the National 
Parks Service and Parks 
dictating that the two agen-
cies will cooperatively 
manage the 10,000 acres 
that make up the land in 

and around Jamaica Bay.
The agencies pledged 

to promote visitation, edu-
cation programs, scientific 
research and opportunities 
for outdoor recreation, and 
officials said these RFPs 
are a joint venture between 
the agencies to offer educa-
tional and recreational op-
portunities.

“Expanded opportuni-
ties for biking, canoeing 
and kayaking are great 
ways to help everyone expe-
rience America’s great out-
doors and the wonders to 
be found around Jamaica 
Bay,” said Linda Canzanel-
li, superintendent of the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area. “We are excited 
about this opportunity to 
partner with the city to ex-
pand visitor services at our 
beaches through the won-
derful food found in New 

York City’s mobile food 
trucks.”

Community Board 
14 Chairwoman Dolores 
Orr said the Parks Depart-
ment presented the board 
with rough plans for kayak 
launching bays and bike 
rental stations in Rock-
away, along with conces-
sion stands throughout 
Gateway National Park.

Orr said the commu-
nity desperately needs the 
project and needed it even 
before Hurricane Sandy 
hit, as it would bring tour-
ism and revenue to the 
area.

“We are very much in 
favor of that in Rockaway,” 
she said.

The RFPs are available 
for download through April 
8 on the Parks Department 
website.

All proposals made 

in response to these RFPs 
must be submitted no later 
than April 8 at 3 p.m. and 
there will be a recom-
mended proposer meeting 
and site tour March 20 at 10 
a.m. Meetings begin in the 
multipurpose room of Gate-
way National Recreation 
Area’s Ryan Visitor Ven-
ter at Floyd Bennett Field, 
which is located at Aviation 
Road and Flatbush Avenue 
in Brooklyn.

Jamaica Bay is an 
18,000-acre wetland estu-
ary surrounded by the 
Rockaway Peninsula to the 
south, Brooklyn to the west 
and Queens to the east. The 
bay consists of numerous 
islands, a labyrinth of wa-
terways, meadowlands and 
two freshwater ponds. The 
wetlands provide a unique 
environment for both wild-
life preservation and urban 
recreation.

A city Parks Department map shows the placement 
of kayak and bike stations in and around Jamaica Bay. 

Map courtesy Parks Department
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Whitestone, NY 11357
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Like many heroic New 
Yorkers, Martin Grillo was 
heading toward the World 
Trade Center while others 
were running away on the 
morning of Sept. 11, 2001.

After spending months 
sifting through the wreck-
age at Ground Zero, the 
EMS worker found himself 
experiencing unexpected 
medical complications.

“I was walking and 
talking on my cellphone at 
the same time and all of a 
sudden, I couldn’t breathe,” 
said Grillo, a lifelong resi-
dent of Broad Channel. “I 
needed help and luckily I 
found someone who under-
stood what was going on.”

Grillo had found North 
Shore-LIJ Health Systems’ 
Queens World Trade Cen-
ter Clinical Center for Ex-
cellence, which moved to a 

new location last week to 
97-77 Queens Blvd. in Rego 
Park. The 3,650-square-foot 
center, close to 50 percent 
larger than the previous 
facility in Flushing, is part 
of a federally funded pro-
gram to provide medical 
and mental health services 
to first responders whose 
services at Ground Zero af-
ter the terrorist attacks left 
them with myriad health 
concerns.

The clinical center, 
which provides care for 
more than 3,000 first re-
sponders in Queens, re-
ceived $3.85 million under 
the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensa-
tion Act, meant to address 
health problems related to 
9/11.

“Our center’s new 
space will allow us to better 
provide the needed care for 
our patients and increase 

our services as the program 
expands,” said Dr. Jacque-
line Moline, the center’s di-
rector and vice president  of 
population health  at North 
Shore. “As we know, many 
first responders and others 
who worked for weeks and 
months at Ground Zero and 
debris sites after Sept. 11 
are experiencing a range of 
serious heath problems.”

Moline said these 
health problems include 
lung disease, asthma and 
 gastroesophageal disease 
as well as a variety of can-
cers. In addition, respond-
ers have also experienced 
ongoing mental health 
problems such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder, anxi-
ety and depression, said 
Moline.

LIJ opens Rego Park center  
to treat 9/11 fi rst responders

Visit us online at
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

ton Tingling Jr. in Manhat-
tan, who struck down the 
ban on the grounds that it 
was “arbitrary and capri-
cious.”

Nobu Topten, manager 
of A&J Pizza, at 71-37 Aus-
tin St. in Forest Hills, said 
he did not think a limit on 
soda sizes would be an ef-
fective way to lower peo-
ple’s sugar intake.

“I don’t think you can 

really stop people,” he said. 
“People love to eat and 
drink.”

He said he expected 
most consumers would 
go ahead and order two 
16-ounce drinks if they 
could not order a super-
sized drink. But he said he 
was worried that if the ban 
went into effect, he would 
take hits on sales of 2-liter 
bottles of regular soda, say-
ing if people were having 
a party the larger bottles 
made more sense.

“If you have 20 people, 
you’d have to get 20 cans,” 

he said.
He said although the 

ban was struck down, he 
was still waiting to see 
what would happen on ap-
peal before restocking with 
larger regular soda bottles.

Jose Moran, who works 
at Top Hot Bagels & Grill 
Deli, at 40-18 Bell Blvd., also 
said he would have been af-
fected by the ban. He said 
before the court’s ruling he 
did not know what the deli 
would do with a number of 
20-ounce sodas it still had 
in stock.

the attention it needs.
Doctors of the World-

USA, an international hu-
manitarian organization 
providing medical care to 
vulnerable populations, 
surveyed the area between 
Beach 57th and Beach 117th 
streets and identified the 
need for treatment for asth-
ma, respiratory conditions, 
flus and colds, as well as 
for mental health services. 
They also found residents 
who were unable to ob-
tain medical supplies and 
much-needed prescription 
medications to treat seri-
ous chronic illnesses.

And since most efforts 
to help require money, Doc-
tors of the World is teamed 
with Marchesa, an inter-
national fashion company, 
to create and launch a spe-
cially designed “I Love New 
York” T-shirt to benefit the 
Doctors’ Hurricane Sandy 
relief campaign, which pro-
vides longterm health care 
services to residents in the 
Rockaways.

“Hurricane Sandy had 
a devastating impact on 
our region, and the funds 
generated by the T-shirt 
will provide vital health 
care services to the resi-
dents in the Rockaways,” 
said Henry Chang, execu-
tive director of Doctors of 
the World-USA.

Through its relief cam-
paign and its Treat, Con-
nect and Restore initiative, 
Doctors of the World has 
been meeting critical medi-
cal needs in the months af-

ter the storm struck the re-
gion in late October. Since 
then, the humanitarian 
organization has deployed 
volunteers to canvas much 
of the Rockaways and ad-
dress local health needs.

The nonprofit identi-
fied more than 100 indi-
viduals in need of ongoing 
care and expects to locate 
many more.

Georgina Chapman, 
co-founder of Marchesa, 
said the lingering effects 
of the storm were the driv-
ing force behind the design 
of the shirt. She wanted to 
work with I Love New York 
not only because the logo 
is an iconic symbol of the 
state, but also because the 

ultimate show of support 
in times of need is to come 
and visit — and the icon is 
dedicated to spreading that 
message.

“As a New Yorker who 
has witnessed the incred-
ible damage caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy, this was an 
amazing opportunity for 
Marchesa to raise funds 
and awareness of Doctors 
of the World’s Hurricane 
Sandy Relief Campaign in 
the Rockaways,” said Chap-
man. “Their response to 
Hurricane Sandy has been 
remarkable and it was won-
derful to create a specially 
designed I Love New York 
shirt.”

All proceeds from the new “I Love NY” shirt will go to help 
Doctors of the World assist in Hurricane Sandy recovery. 

Photo courtesy Marchesa

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Relief

Ban
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a free consultation
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Sued on a debt?
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obtaining a judgment against you!
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stop garnishment and or bank levies!
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We can settle your debt and save you money!
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We can tell you whether Consumer Bankruptcy 
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charged if it is! We can work out an alternative 
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Arrested?
We will aggressively defend your rights 
throughout the criminal process. We handle 
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ings, trials and appeals. 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
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NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or

made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic

origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and

other school-administered programs.

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get exclusive 
Prep-School Education without 

The high cost and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

 Rigorous Academic Programs
 Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

     Character & Excellence
 French, Spanish, Mandarin
 Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
 Piano/Strings and Band
 Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment.

Magnet Campus Complex 
in Cambria Heights by a 
vote of 8-4. Beginning next 
year, the DOE will launch 
the three-year phase-out 
of the Business, Computer 
Applications and Entrepre-
neurship High School and 
the Law, Government and 
Community Service High 
School and replace them 
with a single school featur-
ing a career and technical-
education component.

Queens borough ap-
pointee Dmytro Fedkowskyj 
— who introduced a resolu-
tion to put a moratorium on 
closures, phase-outs and 
co-locations that was shot 
down — said the decision to 
close the schools reflected 
more on the mayor than it 
did the institutions.

“These proposals are 
divisive, disruptive and 
demoralizing to the princi-
pals, teachers, parents and 
students. When a decision 
is made to close a school 
after 11 years of education 
reform and mayoral con-
trol, it’s really a reflection 
on how the Mayor’s policy 

failed some of our schools,” 
he told TimesLedger News-
papers. “The schools that 
needed specific attention. 
Our schools did what they 
were told to do and any 
decision to phase it out 
punishes the school com-
munity 

playground equipment, the 
Parks Department said.

Vallone, chairman 
of the Council’s Public 
Safety Committee, took up 
the call for more parks of-
ficers in fall 2012 after the 
union DC 37 Local 983 said 
Queens only had one Parks 
enforcement officer for all 
of its more than 400 parks, 
playgrounds, triangles and 
malls.

While the number was 
disputed by First Deputy 
Parks Commissioner Liam 
Kavanagh, who said the 
borough had 12 officers, 

Vallone insisted the Parks 
Department hire more, es-
pecially since many of the 
officers are called away 
to police the beaches and 
pools during the hot sum-
mer months.

Vallone said that 2012 
statistics documented an 8 
percent increase in crimes 
in parks last year compared 
to a 4 percent increase in 
crime citywide, making the 
new park officers crucial.

“More parks officers 
on patrol will be a welcome 
sight,” he said.

Despite the good news, 
Vallone said he is still fight-
ing to ensure that Queens 
and the other outerbor-
oughs get an adequate por-
tion of Parks enforcement 

officers to patrol them. He 
said all Queens parks are 
deserving of protection and 
right now the borough has 
few of them.

“It’s not like we can say 
Queens has its fair share,” 
he said.

The councilman de-
scribed parks as oases of 
solitude but said such soli-
tude could make people un-
safe. He urged park-goers to 
be aware of their surround-
ings at all times to protect 
themselves from becoming 
victims of crime.

“Crooks today are look-
ing for people who are not 
paying attention,” Vallone 
said, “especially if they’re 
on the cellphone.”

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott listens as Brooklyn 
student Skylah Rodriguez testifies against co-location. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

Experience Our OWN Corned Beef
-Pickled on Premises-

Only $5.99 lb.

Easter is Sunday, March 31st

ORDER YOUR EASTER HAMS 
& ROASTS NOW!

We offer a wide selection of mouthwatering 
and delicious Easter treats including 

Chocolate Easter Bunnies and Candies


