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Willets plan begins review processBoro pushes for 
timing of buses 
on Q46 route

BY PHIL CORSO

Northeast Queens elected of-
ficials want more Bus Time and 
have penned a letter to the MTA 
hoping to keep the borough from 
the bottom of the priority list.

The agency’s online real-
time bus tracking service has al-
ready signed onto various routes 

t h r o u g h o u t 
the city, but 
only includes 
the Q50 in 
Queens to 
date. As it con-
tinues rolling 
out the pro-
gram across 
the city, the 
Metropolitan 
T r a n s p o r -
tation Au-
thority said 
Queens — 
which relies 

BY JOE ANUTA

The companies behind the 
Willets Point Redevelopment proj-
ect hope to have a shovel in the 
ground by early next year follow-
ing the city’s certification of their 
zoning application Monday.

The City Planning Com-
mission greenlighted the public 
review process for the $3 billion 
mixed-use development, meaning 
the proposal will start wending 
its way through various levels of 
government scrutiny and, if ulti-
mately approved, could lead to the 
start of construction by February 
next year, according to the devel-
opers.

“This is an important step 
because it begins the process of 
public review and is probably the 
single best hope for economic vi-

Continued on Page 50

Developers seek 
approval for plan 
featuring big mall

Continued on Page 50
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A DAY AT THE RACES

Youngsters Lauren Manetta and Grace Bornaccini race with plastic eggs during the Bayside Hills Civic Association’s 
fifth-annual Spring Festival, held at the St. Robert Bellarmine elementary school gym in Bayside. See more photos 
on Page 36. Photo by Christina Santucci

The Q46 bus off 
Little Neck Parkway 
makes a stop. 

Photo by Phil Corso
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Queens’ 
Own Quintet

Feds could call the shots 
in Flushing Mdw’s future
Page 5
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A GREENING, EDUCATIONAL & 
NETWORKING CONFERENCE

(Right off College Point Blvd.)

Tour of the New Pool Building

Workshops start at 11am and 1pm

Short Film Festival During the Day
For additional information regarding this event please call: 718.341.1395

Mets-Willets Point
 Corner of College Point Blvd. and Fowler Ave.

Ample FREE Parking

FREE 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Within the walls of the 
New York Armenian Home 
for the Aged in Flushing, 
the last accounts of a near-
ly century-old genocide are 
fading away.

The home, near the 
corner of 45th Avenue and 
Colden Street, is the only 
assisted-living facility on 
the East Coast that exclu-
sively houses those from 
the Eurasian country.

Each year, residents sit 
down and tell their personal 
accounts of living through 
the Armenian Genocide, 
which occurred between 
1915 and 1923 under the 
waning Ottoman Empire. 
Anywhere from 600,000 to 
2 million Armenian people 
were murdered, depending 
on various accounts, and 
some of those who lived 
through the bloody period 
following World War I found 
themselves scattered in 
diasporas across the world, 
including in New York.

At its peak, the quaint 
Flushing building housed 
71 Armenians, 21 of whom 
were genocide survivors. 
Now there are 34 residents 
and only four are survi-
vors.

“It’s about culture, tra-
dition and trying to keep 
those who suffered through 
the genocide together,” said 
Aggie Ellian, executive di-
rector of the house.

But that is proving 
harder to do as the resi-

dents age.
Perouze Kalousdian 

was born in 1909 and re-
cently celebrated her 103rd 
birthday. On Tuesday, she 
was wheeled into the front 
room of the Home for the 
Aged.

Although Kalousdian 
is still spry and articu-
late, she was only 6 when 
the genocide began. By 
last Tuesday she had lived 
37,682 days, and under-
standably had some trouble 
sifting through all those 
memories.

She still recalls mem-
bers of the Young Turks re-

gime coming to her village, 
tying up the men and tak-
ing them away. Her mother 
cried, but would not say 
what was happening, Ka-
lousdian said.

“After that, I don’t 
know what happened to us,” 
she said. “Time passed, and 
I forgot.”

Recollections lost 
in the fog might actually 
provide some respite for 
Kalousdian, who said she 
hates thinking about the 
war.

But Ellian and others 
active in the Armenian 
community know that pre-

serving their stories is im-
portant.

“These are the living 
survivors. Once they go, it 
will be the ‘alleged’ geno-
cide,” she said.

The house, and the 
Armenian community in 
general, now faces the loss 
of living history.

In years past, 100-year-
old Charlotte Kechejian re-
called marching through 
the desert with her mother 
to flee their village. This 
year she could not.

The trials of Kalousdi-
an and Kechejian are well-

BY PHIL CORSO

After meeting face-to-
face with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, resi-
dents and elected officials 
of northeast Queens mulled 
over their next move to si-
lence airliner noise above 
their homes, which could 
include legal action.

Nearly 100 community 
leaders and homeowners 
packed the Bay Terrace 
Jewish Center last Thurs-
day night in the latest chap-
ter of an ongoing battle 
with the FAA to address 
what they called an unan-
nounced and unbearable 
rise in plane traffic in Bay-
side, Douglaston and Whit-
estone. Though officials ad-
mitted little headway was 
made on the core issues, 
the groundwork was set 
for a greater dialogue with 
the federal agency through 
future roundtable discus-

sions or legal actions if nec-
essary.

“I think the commu-
nity realized that the FAA 
comes up with these very 
technical terms, but they 
basically do whatever they 
want,” said state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), who 
helped plan the meeting. 
“We have to show them: 
not in Queens anymore. We 
are going to question them 
and if we have to use legal 
grounds, we will.”

The FAA did not re-
spond to calls seeking com-
ment on the meeting.

Avella said he already 
met twice with FAA of-
ficials alongside state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) at its head-
quarters in Jamaica, and 
last Thursday’s town hall 
mostly reiterated informa-
tion he  already had heard. 
But what was important, 

Armenian Genocide survivor Perouze Kalousdian, 103, sits in her room at the New York Armenian 
Home for the Aged, flanked by photos of her wedding, friends and family. Photo by Joe Anuta

Memories of genocide dim
Flushing centenarians struggle to recall Armenian mass murder 

FAA reps take heat
at plane noise meet

Douglaston resident Robert Whitehair (l.) addresses the Federal 
Aviation Administration while Traffic Management Officer Ralph 
Tamburro looks on. Photo by Phil Corso
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Hallelujah
FOOT & SPA

GRAND

OPENING

42-34 235th Street Douglaston, NY 11363 
(Near Douglaston LIRR Station)

(718) 279-7577/9577 | hallelujahspa@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE:

GRAND 
OPENING 
Special
5% OFF 

Any Service

10% OFF 
Any Combined 

Service

New toilets overfl ow with savings at Bayside High School
Pilot program preps city for pending temporary shutdown at crucial Delaware Aqueduct

BY PHIL CORSO

New porcelain thrones 
have been sitting well with 
administrators at Bayside 
High School, where a new 
city initiative has helped 
save energy one flush at a 
time.

The school installed 
102 new toilets to serve its 
more than 3,200 students 
in August and has saved 
roughly 3 gallons per flush 
ever since, according to 
school engineer Richard 
Fricione. In these new toi-
lets, a straight path allows 
the water to drain directly 
out of the bowl instead of 
following its predecessors’ 
more twisty tubes.

“We have been moni-
toring our water usage all 
year and have seen it gone 
down quite a bit,” Fricione 
said of the new 1.2-gallon 
toilets, which replaced old-

er equipment that used 4.5 
gallons per flush.

The city tapped Bay-
side as well as Hillcrest HS 
in Jamaica to participate in 
its pilot program that aims 
to conserve water with new 
low-flow toilets, according 
to the city Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
By the program’s comple-
tion in five years, a DEP 
spokesman said 500 city 
schools will have received 
40,000 new energy-saving 
toilets with the goal of 
draining their water us-
age by 70 percent, saving 
roughly 4 million gallons 
per day.

The $31 million city 
initiative also preps for 
something greater, when 
the Delaware Aqueduct is 
temporarily shut down in 
2020 for repairs. The aque-
duct has supplied the city 
with more than half of its 

public water and its closure 
will demand that admin-
istrators find alternative 
sources while it is repaired, 
the DEP said.

Assistant Principal 
Gerard Gonsalves said 
the city tapped Bayside as 
one of its two high schools 
to sport the new toilets 

because of its large capac-
ity both during and after 
school-hours.

“It’s a new day and a 
new way of thinking,” Gon-
salves said. “Things have 
to be done to conserve re-
sources and this is a step in 
that direction.”

For Bayside, the new 
bowls underscore an even 
bigger endeavor to inspire 
its environmental engi-
neering students to be in-
novative and conservative. 
The school’s Environmen-
tal Engineering and Tech-
nology program exists to 
prep students for the job 
market by solving envi-
ronmental issues through 
engineering, according to 
Dorit Eilon, environmental 
engineering and technol-
ogy development director.

The school also signed 
onto another initiative, the 
Green Design Lab Energy 

Challenge, to reduce ener-
gy consumption and raise 
environmental aware-
ness throughout its differ-
ent career and technical 
education programs. In its 
energy and environment 
class, Eilon said students 
investigated the impact en-
ergy has on their lives and 
explored technology such 
as solar panels to increase 
efficiency in their school.

“I think the toilets 
are part of a wholesome 
approach we are trying to 
implement in the entire 
building,” Eilon said. “Any-
thing you create, you need 
to take the environment 
into consideration and this 
really ties nicely into the 
program.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

A special valve allows for the new toilets at Bayside High 
School to conserve gallons of water with every flush. 

Photo by Phil Corso
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William Harfmann, area manager for the U.S. Census Bureau, 
shows off variations of the census form in different languages 
during a meeting in Flushing in 2010.

Queens population 
on the rise: Census

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The number of people 
living in Queens is grow-
ing, although not as fast 
as in Brooklyn or Manhat-
tan, according to new U.S. 
census data released this 
month.

The borough’s popula-
tion grew by 42,000 people, 
or nearly 2 percent, since 
2010, mirroring a general 
upward population trend in 
the city. The borough’s pop-
ulation was about 2,273,000 
in 2012, compared to about 
2,231,000 in 2010.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the city’s 
population has reached a 
record high, spurred by an 
increase in the number of 
people moving into the city 
and a decline in the people 
moving out, as well as a 
higher life expectancy.

He said the influx of 
people moving to the city 
reflected its good quality 
of life.

“We have many indica-
tors of quality of life in the 
city — record low crime, 
record high tourism, re-
cord high life expectancy, 
record high graduation 
rates, record job growth 
and more,” he said. “But 
there’s no better indication 
of the strength of our city 
than a record-high popula-
tion and a net population 
influx. People are voting 
with their feet.”

The Department of 
City Planning said, how-
ever, although a population 
increase has definitely oc-
curred over the last two 

years, it may be overstated. 
It said the populations in 
Queens and Brooklyn were 
likely undercounted in the 
2010 census due to some 
housing units being mis-
classified as vacant.

It also said,  although 
the city has experienced a 
significant jump in popula-
tion over the last two years 
compared to the decade 
between 2000 and 2010, it 
is unlikely to continue to 
grow at that high rate be-
cause there is not enough 
housing to accommodate a 
larger population.

Regardless, Queens 
has seen a spike in annual 
average population growth 
in the last two years com-
pared to the first decade 
of the century, with a cur-
rent rate of about 18,700 
additional people living in 
the borough per year. Only 
a few hundred additional 
people on average were add-
ed to the borough’s popula-
tion annually between 2010 
and 2000, according to the 
Department of City Plan-
ning.

About 35,600  of the 
42,000 additional people liv-
ing in Queens between 2012 
and 2010 are attributed to a 
natural increase in popula-
tion, or more births than 
deaths, whereas 6,514 addi-
tional  residents are attrib-
uted to more people moving 
to the borough than mov-
ing out, putting Queens 
only second to Manhattan 
in terms of this type of pop-
ulation growth.

Boro lawmakers want $9/hr
Democrats push for minimum wage hike as Albany budget deal looms

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens lawmakers are 
pushing for a state mini-
mum wage increase, but 
not all are thrilled with a 
tax extension on top-earn-
ers as budget negotiations 
in Albany enter their  final 
stages.

As part of this year’s 
budget, many Democrats 
from the borough have been 
advocating for a minimum 
wage hike to $9 an hour. 

The minimum wage 
hike has been a priority for 
state Democrats, and the 
Assembly led by Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) passed legislation 
earlier this month, though 
it was not carried by the 
Senate.

Instead lawmakers ex-
pect that it will be included 
in the budget. 

The final document 
had not been hammered 
out as of press time Wednes-
day, but lawmakers expect 
that it will be within days 
— weeks before the April 1 
deadline.

The deal floating 
around the halls of Albany 

is that the minimum wage 
would be phased in over a 
three-year period, with the 
rate rising to $8 an hour in 
2014 from the current level 
of $7.25, then $8.75 at the 
beginning of 2015 and $9 by 
the end of that year.

A $9-an-hour mini-

mum wage bill was passed 
by the state Assembly earli-
er this month, but that ver-
sion pegged the wage to the 
federal rate of inflation.

According to one of the 
bill’s sponsors, Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-Bay-
side), that provision prob-

ably will not be included, 
but negotiations were still 
continuing as he spoke.

“I’m disappointed. I 
would have liked it pegged 
to inflation so we wouldn’t 
have to come back and do 
this every couple of years,” 
he said of the likely compro-
mise. “But the way things 
work in negotiations is that 
you take what you can get 
now and then revisit it.”

Senate Republicans, 
however, opposed peg-
ging the minimum wage 
to inflation, contending it 
would create uncertainty 
for small business owners, 
according to Senate GOP 
spokesman Scott Reif. Busi-
ness owners would not be 
able to predict the ups and 
downs of the inflation rate, 
and therefore would have 
trouble budgeting their fu-
ture expenses.

On the other hand, the 
Republican Party touted 
a $700 million package of 
business and family tax re-
lief, which will probably be 
included.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) is chair-

State Sen. Malcolm Smith is pushing for a minimum wage increase 
as part of the Senate’s Independent Democratic Caucus.

Shafran raises $59K in CD 19 race
BY PHIL CORSO

Democrats hoping 
to challenge City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) in November 
filed their March financial 
contributions with the city 
Campaign Finance Board, 
showing Austin Shafran in 
the lead with former state 
Assemblyman John Duane 
and attorney Paul Vallone 
not far behind.

According to the board, 
Shafran reported the most 
money raised by the March 
11 filing with $58,902. 
Duane raised $44,420 and 
Vallone had donations of 
$39,305, putting them close 
on Shafran’s tail. Duane, 
however, kicked off his 

fund-raising with a self-
funded $8,250 contribution, 
the board records showed.

Bay Terrace native 

and Democratic State Com-
mitteeman Matthew Silver-
stein and Flushing activist 
Paul Graziano were the 

only two Democrats yet to 
break $10,000, the CFB said, 
with Silverstein reporting 
$9,357 and Graziano rais-
ing $8,760 so far.

H a l -
loran’s lat-
est filing 
showed the 

incumbent with $40,790 in 
his coffers, with his larg-
est contribution of $2,500 
coming from the camp of 
supporter and former state 
Sen. Frank Padavan.

Shafran’s campaign 
was making noise on the 
heels of the March filing 
deadline with reports that 
the Bayside native had 
raised nearly $60,000 from 
330 donors in about two 

Austin Shafran (clockwise from bottom r.) leads his Democratic pri-
mary opponents, including Matthew Silverstein, Paul Vallone, John 
Duane and Paul Graziano, in the race to see who will challenge 
Republican City Councilman Dan Halloran in November.

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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Infl uence of National Park Service extends over controversial plans for tennis, soccer stadiums   

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Unlike most parks in 

the city, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park is subject to 
federal regulations that 
govern development more 
stringently than the state, 
although its oversight 
would apply to each of the 
three proposed projects in 
a different way.

The National Park 
Service, an arm of the U.S. 
Department of the Inte-
rior, became involved with 
Flushing Meadows in the 
late 1970s and ’80s under a 
program called the Land 
and Water Conservation 
Fund.

The program has pro-
vided matching grants to 
states as part of a national 
effort to foster growth of 
public, outdoor recreational 
facilities and greenspaces 
and was used to help build 
a playground and later a 
baseball field in Flushing 
Meadows, according to the 
state Parks Department.

And once a park gets 
money from Uncle Sam, it 
is mapped into federal ju-
risdiction forever.

In the case of Flushing 
Meadows, almost the entire 
park was mapped, which 
means if the Bloomberg ad-
ministration wants to sell, 
lease or give away some of 
that parkland to a non-pub-
lic entity or change its use, 
the city will be subject to 
both state laws and stricter 
federal rules, according 
to a state handbook on the 
subject.

The state Parks De-
partment strongly encour-
ages a policy of no-net-loss 
of parkland, meaning if 
parkland is taken away for 
a project, it should be re-
placed somewhere else on 
an acre-for-acre basis. Fed-
eral regulations require it.

But oversight by the 
Park Service would affect 
three proposed projects in 
the park — a 0.68 acre ex-
pansion of the United States 
Tennis’ Association’s facili-
ty, a 13-acre soccer stadium 
and a 1.4-million-square-

foot  mall — if they are car-
ried out.

Representatives from 
the National Park Service 
recently conducted a site 
visit to the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center 
and concluded that the land 
USTA is proposing to ab-
sorb into its 42-acre leased 
area — to accommodate 
one new stadium, rebuild 
another and conduct vari-
ous adjustments to courts 
and buildings — does not 
need to be replaced, ac-
cording to Jack Howard, 
manager for state and lo-
cal assistance programs in 
the northeast region for the 
Park Service.

And according to city 
Parks Department testimo-
ny at numerous meetings, 
the USTA does not plan to.

When the tennis cen-
ter was first built in 1978 
and then expanded in 1997, 
sports facilities were con-
sidered public uses, and 
therefore not subject to the 
conversion process, accord-
ing to Howard, who added 

the center’s status will not 
change this time around.

The idea that the ten-
nis center is public is being 
hotly debated in Queens. 
The USTA contends that 
its facilities are open to 
the public year round, ex-
cept for the month of Au-
gust when the US Open is 
played. According to Dan-
iel Zausner, managing di-
rector of the National Ten-
nis Center, the facility is in 
compliance with city, state 
and federal regulations.

Opposition groups like 
Save Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park and the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens con-
tend that the center’s 8-foot-
high fence is designed to 
deter park-goers from en-
tering and that the rates 
to play are higher than at 
other public park facilities 
in the city.

Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates, 
is vehemently against 
any parkland being given 
away, leased or sold,  but 
should the USTA proposal 

be approved by the city and 
state, he believes the ten-
nis center should not be 
exempt from replacing the 
parkland.

Unlike the tennis cen-
ter, many park advocacy 
groups in the borough be-
lieve Major League Soc-
cer’s proposed 13-acre soc-
cer stadium on top of the 
Fountain of Industry will 
be subject to federal regula-
tions, although opposition 
to this project is stronger.

Should the MLS plan 
be approved by the state 
Legislature, the feds would 
require that all reasonable 
alternatives have been con-
sidered and rejected on a 
sound basis, that replace-
ment parkland be of equal 
or greater value than the 
lands being taken away, 
that the recreational use-
fulness of the lands be rea-
sonably equivalent and that 
the location of the substitu-
tion property be compara-
ble, according to the hand-
book on park alienation.

MLS has already 

pledged to replace the park-
land, but it remains to be 
seen if that parkland can 
pass muster with the Park 
Service.

The league has eyed 
several areas, according 
to a confidential document 
provided to TimesLedger 
Newspapers in February, 
including city-owned land 
along the Flushing River 
and in Rego Park. But MLS 
has recently been floating 
the idea of using the old 
Flushing Airport, accord-
ing to sources in govern-
ment, which was closed in 
the ’80s due to extensive 
flooding issues.

The Fairness Coalition 
of Queens, a park advocacy 
group, contends the airport 
replacement land may not 
be allowed under Park Ser-
vice standards.

And in addition to 
the federal rules set out 
for parkland replacement, 
a federal executive order 
signed by former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton stipulates 
substitute land cannot 

adversely affect minority 
communities.

According to Will 
Sweeney, a member of the 
Fairness Coalition, taking 
parkland away from the 
Corona, East Elmhurst and 
Flushing neighborhoods 
and moving it to College 
Point may constitute a vio-
lation of this order, though 
the league disagrees.

“MLS is confident that 
its proposal for replace-
ment parkland will provide 
meaningful benefits for 
the community which will 
be recognized by the City, 
State and Federal govern-
ments,” it said in a state-
ment.

On paper, it seems that 
the federal oversight would 
provide extra protections 
for Flushing Meadows, but 
Croft said the Park Service 
did not step in during a 
controversial parkland re-
placement process associ-
ated with Yankee Stadium 
in the Bronx.

New York City Park 
Advocates were involved in 
opposing the development 
of the stadium in Macombs 
Dam Park, where Croft 
contends the Park Service 
signed off on replacement 
land that was misrepre-
sented as newly acquired 
parkland and too far away 
from the original green-
space, he said.

“When we found out 
there was going to be a fed-
eral component, we mistak-
enly thought that the feds 
were going to protect their 
investment,” he said. 

Croft’s group released a 
report that called into ques-
tion the city’s calculations 
of replacement parkland, 
later approved by the Park 
Service. But that account 
was disputed by then-city 
Parks Department Com-
missioner Adrian Benepe, 
according to a report in 
The New York Times. 

The federal regula-
tions of the National Park 
Service do not apply to the 
proposed mall as part of 
the Willets Point Redevel-

The United States Tennis Association is hoping to expand its facilities in Flushing Meadows Corona Park by 0.68 acres to build two new 
stadiums and make various other alterations. Image courtesy USTA

Continued on Page 49
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TAX PROS

$20OFF

YOUR TAX RETURN 

PREPARATION
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Family Owned Business with Over 50 Years Experience 
Preparation of Individual, Corporate and Partnership Returns

Returns Prepared While You Wait

PSYLLOS&PSYLLOS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS LLP

INTRODUCING

JEI Lil’ Genius
Education for the 

Gifted and Talented
JEI Lil’ Genius 

(powered by FasTracKids®) 
is an early childhood 

enrichment program designed for 

3 TO 5 YEARS OLD. 
Class meets weekly for 2 hours.

JEI
Learning Centers

English, Math, Reading & Writing, Problem Solving Math

Lea ters

Call to Schedule a Free Lil’ Genius Trial Class Today! 347–408–4098

JJEarly Summer 
Registration

Discounts Available!

Summer Session
July 8 – Aug. 23rd

Grand Opening in Bayside-Auburndale
MULTI-DAY PRESCHOOL ALTERNATIVE & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

347–408–4098

Avella questions proposed changes to Douglaston home
Senator, preservationist groups say farmhouse alterations could threaten area’s historic character

BY KAREN FRANTZ

A Queens legislator 
and members of histori-
cal preservation organiza-
tions are up in arms over 
proposed alterations to a 
100-year-old farmhouse in 
Douglaston they believe 
could threaten the char-
acter of the home and its 
neighborhood.

At a news conference 
last Friday, the group called 
on the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
to move swiftly to designate 
the Douglaston Historic 
District Extension, which 
includes several proper-
ties and the farmhouse, as 
a historic landmark.

“Douglaston is one 
of those unique neighbor-
hoods that has existed for a 
long, long time and should 
be preserved,” state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
said at the conference, held 

in front of the house, at 38-
60 Douglaston Pkwy.

He and others said 
the borough is often given 
short shrift when it comes 
to landmarking.

“We see a lot of prom-
ises but not a lot of action,” 
said Henry Euler, vice pres-
ident of the Auburndale Im-
provement Association.

A number of Douglas-
ton houses, many dating 
back to the mid-19th cen-
tury, are within a historic 
district, meaning the LPC 
must approve any altera-
tions to the structure. Avel-
la and others fought for an 
extension of the district to 
include additional homes, 
and although the LPC put 
the extension proposal on 
its agenda in 2008, it has 
not yet landmarked the 
properties.

Avella said the new 
owner of the farmhouse 
recently submitted plans 

to the city Department of 
Buildings that would “sig-
nificantly alter the charac-
ter of the house.”

But Paul Graziano, an 
urban planning consultant 

and supporter of the Doug-
laston extension, said the 
permit application was too 
vague to know what may be 
in store.

“It could mean any-

thing,” he said, saying the 
application was for verti-
cal and horizontal enlarge-
ment of the property.

Avella added that any 
alterations submitted to 
the DOB may be changed or 
amended later.

The owner of the prop-
erty could not be reached 
for comment.

Avella said he would 
make sure the DOB fol-
lowed proper procedures of 
notifying the LPC about the 
proposed changes, saying 
the commission is allowed 
to review alterations to  
properties awaiting a land-
marking decision.

LPC Director of Com-
munications Elisabeth de 
Bourbon said the DOB fol-
lowed the proper procedure. 
She also said the LPC is ac-
tively considering the pro-
posal to extend the historic 
district and is continuing to 
talk with affected property 

owners and the wider com-
munity, but she did not say 
if there was a specific time 
frame for landmarking the 
extension.

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), whose 
district includes Douglas-
ton, said preserving the 
character of the neighbor-
hood needs to be carefully 
weighed against the rights 
of property owners.

“People in this district 
work so hard to be able to 
buy their homes, so we have 
to be careful about restrict-
ing their rights,” spokes-
man Kevin Ryan said. “But 
we don’t want to lose the 
beauty in the neighbor-
hood.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Several members of local civic and preservationist groups gather 
at a news conference to protest proposed alterations to a home 
on Douglaston Parkway they say would alter the character of the 
historic neighborhood. Photo by Karen Frantz
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Open one of the below CDs and get rewarded1 when you have 
or open any interest-bearing checking account with us.

$500 MINIMUM BALANCE TO EARN INTEREST

20-MONTH CD    24-MONTH CD    30-MONTH CD   36-MONTH CD
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One great rate, you choose the term!
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Federally insured by NCUA

* 360 monthly payments of $4.77 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up 
to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, 
the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage 
Insurance). Rates in effect as of 02/21/2013. Rates and terms may change without 
notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New 
York. Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. 
Membership is required. 

Home sweet 
home just got  
a little sweeter.

3 0  Y E A R
 F I X E D  R AT E

4.000%

4.170%
Rate*

APR*

Call 212-238-3521 or visit
nymcu.org to apply today.

Don’t wait another day. 
Get an MCU  

mortgage today.

Loan specialists to guide you through  
the loan process

 First time homebuyers education program 

Refinancing and Home Equity  
Loans available

For more
information,
scan 
the code.

POLICE 

Blotter
Bronx man strangled Flushing teacher: Cops

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A Bronx man 
has been arrested in the January murder 
of a Flushing teacher on 91st Street, police 
said.

Cecil Golden, of Fulton Avenue, was 
arrested Wednesday on charges of first-de-
gree murder and criminal possession of sto-
len property, police said. Golden allegedly 
entered the apartment of 53-year-old David 
Rangel, at 91st Street and 32nd Avenue in 
Jackson Heights, and killed him Jan. 27, the 
DA said.

The medical examiner later deter-
mined that Rangel had died of compression 
of the neck and torso.

Rangel was originally from Monterrey, 
Mexico. He taught Spanish to seventh- and 
eighth-graders at PS/MS 219, at 144-39 Gravett Road in Flushing.

Cabbie dies on GCP in hit-and-run: Police

FRESH MEADOWS — Police were seeking assistance in 
locating a suspect wanted in connection with a robbery at the 
entrance of the F train subway station at Homelawn Street and 
Hillside Avenue March 8.

The suspect, a black man in his 30s, approached the female 
victim as she walked down the stairs into the subway station. 
Cops said it was then that the suspect threw the victim to the 
ground and fled on foot with her handbag.

The suspect is described as 5-foot-7 and weighing 165 pounds. 
He was wearing all black at the time of the attack.

Police still looking for robber at F train station

FRESH MEADOWS — A 19-year-old 
driver was being held on $100,000 bail af-
ter a hit-and-run resulted in the death of a 
Bronx cabbie on the Grand Central Park-
way Sunday, according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney.

Roberto Depena was arrested a short 
time after the 3 a.m. crash in Fresh Mead-
ows, according to police. He was charged 
with manslaughter, vehicular manslaugh-
ter, leaving the scene of an accident, crimi-
nally negligent homicide, DWI, speeding 
and operating a motor vehicle under the in-
fluence of alcohol as a minor, police said.

He is scheduled to appear in court 
April 1, said the district attorney.

Police said the yellow cab was headed 
west on the parkway near the 180th Street 

exit when it was struck by Depena’s Honda 
sedan, sending the victim’s car careening 
into the center median. The driver, identi-
fied as 38-year-old Ansumana Dukuly, died 
at the scene, police said.

Police arrested a Bronx man on charges of kill-
ing David Rangel, who was found strangled in 
his Jackson Heights apartment.

Police say this man 
robbed a woman in an 
F train station. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Ansumana Dukuly was killed after the taxi he was 
driving was struck by another vehicle, according 
to police. Photo by Christina Santucci

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BREAKING

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Legendary Archbish-
op Molloy coach Jack Cur-
ran embodied character 
and kindness as much as 
he did victories and cham-
pionships. 

The basketball and 
baseball coach, who was 
in his 55th year on the 
bench, died in his sleep at 
the age of 82 last Thurs-
day at his Rye, N.Y. home. 
Those close to him remem-
bered the man and the 
coach, who didn’t always 
enjoy the attention success 
brought. 

“He was a perfect 
Christian gentleman,” 
Molloy’s longtime assis-
tant baseball coach, Broth-
er James Vagan, said. 
“He was very modest and 
humble. He really did not 
like all the accolades that 

people gave to him, which 
he certainly deserved.”

Curran leaves behind 
an unprecedented legacy 
that includes more wins 
(2,680) in baseball and bas-
ketball combined than any 
other high school coach in 
the state’s history. He be-
gan coaching at Molloy in 
1958 and took over the bas-
ketball team from legend-
ary St. John’s University 
Coach Lou Carnesecca. 

Curran went on to 
have a storied career 
that included 17 CHSAA 
baseball titles, five hoops 
crown and a combined 47 
Coach of the Year awards. 
He won city titles in three 
different decades and is a 
member of nine different 
Halls of Fame. He may also 
lead coaches in the num-
ber of kids he influenced.

“He’s been a father to 

so many people and he’s 
touched so many lives,” 
said basketball scout, 
close friend and Molloy 
alum Tom Konchalski. 
“We will never see another 
like him.”

 Curran missed the 
final three weeks of this 
year’s boys’ basketball 
season after breaking his 
kneecap when he fell out-
side his home and Athletic 
Director Mike McCleary 

filled in. Curran was in re-
hab and was hoping to be 
back to see the Stanners 
in the CHSAA playoffs. He 
was also undergoing dialy-
sis and had been treated 
for lung cancer over the 
summer. None of that af-
fected his abilities as a 
coach. 

“This year he was at 
his A game,” said Fran 
Leary, who was a basket-
ball assistant under Cur-
ran for 26 years. “After 
this year you thought he 
could go another 10 more 
years.”

The news hit the cur-
rent baseball team, which 
was just beginning its 
season, extremely hard. 
Senior captain Chris Piteo 
said there was a somber 
mood in school. The play-
ers chose to dedicate the 
upcoming campaign to 

Curran. 
“We have to win this 

season for him because 
that’s what he would have 
wanted,” Piteo said.    

Sports have always 
been in Curran’s blood. 
The Bronx native, who 
never married, was a 
three-sport athlete at All 
Hallows and then a base-
ball player at St. John’s 
University. He went on to 
play Minor League base-
ball in the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers and Philadelphia Phil-
lies organizations. 

He turned down op-
portunities to coach in 
college. In 1969 he had an 
offer from Boston College. 
He was the school’s top 
choice before Hall of Fame 
Detroit Pistons coach 
Chuck Daley took the job. 
Instead Curran when on to 

“While Jack was known 
for basketball and baseball 
victories at Archbishop 
Molloy, his even more im-
pressive achievement was 
helping to shape the lives 
of the thousands of stu-
dents he taught over the 

past 55 years.” 

– Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg and Police 

Commissioner Ray 

Kelly 

“I can’t think of anyone 
in high school sports that 
had the record that he had 
in both baseball and bas-
ketball. The individuals 
that he produced at Mol-
loy form an outstanding 
group, and he went out of 
his way to help so many 
over the years that were 
not from Molloy. Jack Cur-
ran was a giant of scholas-
tic athletics, and that is an 

understatement.” 
– Former St. John’s 

Coach Lou Carnesecca

“His passing will not only 
be felt by today’s students, 
faculty and staff, but gen-
erations going back over 
50 years.” 

– Molloy President 

Richard Karsten

“I really have no words, 
but I miss him a lot.  I’m 
going to miss him.  He was 
everything to me, and to 
my mom, my family.  He 
treated everyone with re-
spect.  He taught me a lot 
of things…” 

– Louisville guard 

Russ Smith

“The only coach from 
Brooklyn/Queens to call 
me and congratulate me 
after we won the state 
[Federation title] was Jack 
Curran. It’s incredible that 
he would actually do that. 
I hope that when I’m doing 
this as long as he was do-
ing it I’m as humble and 
classy as he is because boy 
does he really, really teach 
you the right way to act.” 

– Christ the King 

Coach Joe Arbitello 

Remembering Molloy Coach Jack Curran 
State’s winningest coach dies after more than half century leading the Stanners

JACK CURRAN

Players, pols 
pay homage 
to his legacy

(Clockwise from top l.) Former St. John’s University Coach Lou Carnesecca stands beside Jack Curran during a MSG Varsity taping of “Legends of Coaching” in 2011; Curran 
kneels beside then-basketball player Jim Larranaga, who now serves as the coach at the University of Miami; Kenny Anderson (c.), a retired NBA player, is surrounded by 
Molloy Athletic Director Mike McCleary (l.) and Curran; Molloy soccer player Justin Thompson (l.) sits with Curran when he returned to the school after he was paralyzed in 
a 2011 shooting; Brother James Vagan, Jack Curran, and Doug Faul, who was the CHSAA league chairman at the time, hold the city championship trophy in 1994 at Yankee 
Stadium; and Curran joins Kenny Smith (l.) as he is inducted into the Molloy’s Stanner Hall of Fame, and fellow Tom Kearns, who also played for the legendary coach. 

Photos courtesy Archbishop Molloy High School and by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Closed Sundays

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Closed Sundays

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

Closed Sundays

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

LEADING FABRICATORS OF 
WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

A it ill B ld

Proudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 12
MONTHS!

†

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES PRE-SEASON SAVINGS!

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 12 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

BY PHIL CORSO

The city Parks Depart-
ment announced a change 
in ownership for Patrizia’s 
of Bayside after the Italian 
eatery cut back its opera-
tions to only providing ca-
tering services earlier this 
year but now has a reopen-
ing date about two months 
away.

Paul Nicaj and George 
Makkos, of 123 Restaurant 
Group, who also operate 
Battery Gardens in Bat-
tery Park, were named the 
establishment’s new con-
cessionaires, Parks said. 
Makkos has also served 
as operator for Flushing’s 
Terrace on the Park.

The owners did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

A Parks spokesman 
said the new owners were 
waiting for a liquor license 

and also plan to make mi-
nor interior changes to the 
restaurant before its open-
ing later this spring.

The new owners of 123 
Restaurant Group also plan 
to change Patrizia’s name, 
but have not yet decided 
what that would be,  the 
spokesman said.

The Parks-owned Pa-
trizia’s restaurant had re-
placed another upscale res-
taurant called Valentino’s 
on the Green with  more 
moderately priced Italian 
cuisine during  the sum-
mer.

“They are interested 
in keeping the Valentino 
connection, so they may 
call it Villa Valentino, but 
that’s not definite. But it 
will be an Italian restau-
rant,” a Parks spokesman 
said.

Patrizia’s original 
managers, Giacomo and 

Gennaro Alaio, said more 
than 1,000 dinners were 
served at the 201-10 Cross 
Island Parkway  location 
without the help of adver-
tising after its opening 
week.

The brothers took 
over the restaurant when it 
changed its name to Patriz-
ia’s of Bayside and officially 
opened June 12, featuring 
a revamped family-style 
Italian menu. At the time 
of its opening, manage-
ment said more moderate 
pricing should sustain the 
establishment’s new look 
and attract a greater demo-
graphic.

But after less than a 
year, Parks said difficulties 
with finances forced the 
restaurant to scale down 
its offerings to only cater-
ing, closing its lunch and 
dinner services.

Patrizia’s of Bayside undergoes 
another change in management
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$25  rebate*

$50  rebate*

per  
unit

per 
unit

Duette  Architella  Honeycomb Shades

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm

We carry all name brands
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ANOTHER
SENSELESS DEATH

Abdullah Munshi offered a bizarre defense for driv-
ing drunk on the morning of July 10 when he struck and 
killed Frank Avino, a 63-year-old electrician from College 
Point.

Last week, Munshi, 26, pleaded guilty to vehicular 
manslaughter. He admitted he had been drinking between 
midnight and 3 a.m., but said he was driving that morning 
because his friends were too drunk to drive.

Because of his reckless act, he will spend at least 28 
months in prison.

When he gets out of prison, he will be required to in-
stall an ignition interlock device on any vehicle he owns or 
drives for a period of five years. More important, he will 
live forever with guilt. His sentence is small consolation 
for the Avino family.

We’d like to think this tragedy serves as a warning to 
the young people of Queens who are in the habit of drink-
ing and driving, but it probably won’t.

By the time he got behind the wheel, Munshi probably 
didn’t realize how impaired he was. He knew his friends 
were too drunk to drive, but he didn’t realize that he, too, 
shouldn’t have been driving.

“The sentence imposed today — which is the maxi-
mum allowed under the law — is more than justified,” 
said District Attorney Richard Brown. “The defendant’s 
decision to drive while under the influence of alcohol and 
to speed through a construction site tragically caused the 
death of an innocent man who was simply doing his job.”

Unlike many of the criminals that Brown prosecutes, 
those convicted of vehicular manslaughter never intended 
to hurt anyone.

In reality, Munshi’s crime began when he went out 
drinking with his friends without a responsible plan for 
getting home.

Unable to make bail, Munshi has been in jail since he 
was arrested last July. We hope that when he completes his 
sentence he will be able to get his life back on track. And 
we hope the friends who were “too drunk to drive” share 
the remorse he feels.

Too often we have reported tragedies caused by driv-
ers who were drunk, high or distracted by their cellphones. 
Spending 2 1/3 years in prison is a long time, but it doesn’t 
appear to be enough to get the message out to other young 
drivers who are certain it couldn’t happen to them.

Deli manager sets the record straight

P
lease allow me the 
opportunity to re-
spond to the March 
1-7 Bayside Times let-

ter “Dogs should not eat off 
tables.” I understand that it 
does not wish to engage in a 
“he said, she said” between 
two parties, but since the 
reputation of a respected 
business in the Bayside 
community for almost 20 
years is at stake, I think it 
is fair I have a chance to 
respond to the allegations 
presented in the letter.

I respect Krystle 

Long’s opinion of what took 
place on her last visit to 
Ben’s. I also feel the need 
to answer what appear to 
be some inaccuracies. The 
two ladies whom you de-
scribed showed me the pa-
pers which authorized the 
dog as a service animal. 
They told me the dog needs 
to sit alongside the elderly 
woman while she is eating.

Although you may 
have forgotten, I did ap-
proach the table after you 
brought your concern to my 
attention. I later informed 

you that the woman as-
sured me she would never 
allow her service dog to eat 
off dishes in a restaurant. I 
also told your mother that 
since I did not see the inci-
dent, I would dispose of the 
dishes — as a precaution 
— from that table when the 
ladies were through with 
their meal.

In fact, after all the 
parties left the restaurant, 
I checked our security 
camera’s DVR and saw no 
evidence of the dog eating 
from Ben’s dishes.

Please realize that the 
reputation of a business 
with 20 years in the com-
munity and the livelihood 
of more than 40 hardwork-
ing people is at stake with 
these inaccurate details. 
I take exception to your 
letter without being accu-
rate in your account of the 
events. It is unfair and dis-
turbing.

Hal Simon
General Manager

Ben’s Deli
Bayside
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Parkland should remain haven for people, not business

I
n describing Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
as not being a “tradition-
al park,” TimesLedger 

Newspapers is off the mark 
in its March 1-7 editorial 
“Show Us the Money.”

Flushing Meadows is a 
member of the city munici-
pal park system. There is 
nothing in the City Charter 
that designates the park as 
being different. This non-
sense came about years ago 
when then-Borough Presi-
dent Donald Manes wanted 
to have constructed in the 
park a grand prix racetrack 
around Meadow Lake.

What Manes really 
wanted was to turn FMCP 
into another Meadow-
lands, a sports complex 
to be named after himself 
and park users be damned. 
There was an uproar from 

most of the media and the 
people and the track never 
got built. In trying to sell 
his snake oil, Manes fab-
ricated the claim that be-
cause the area had hosted 
a World’s Fair, that made it 
different from other parks.

Nonsense. Central 
Park was initially a slum. 
That historical fact would 
not serve to permit stadi-
ums, race tracks and shop-
ping malls to be construct-
ed, nor does FMCP’s history 
justify it as the dumping 
ground for commercial en-
terprises. Too many myo-
pic politicians eager to sat-
isfy big business still flout 
Manes’ nonsense. Just like 
him, when they do, they are 
unworthy of holding public 
office.

The United States Ten-
nis Association’s current 

application is not a request 
for 0.68 acres of parkland on 
top of the 42 acres it already 
has. We are talking about a 
new stadium to replace the 
grand stand and to rebuild 
the Louis Armstrong sta-
dium. We are talking about 
a 423-space, two-level ga-
rage and a 270-space, three-
level garage. We are talk-
ing about removing many 
trees, a major vehicular 
increase in the area and 
increasing the size of ma-
jor visible structures that 
do not belong in an urban 
park to begin with.

When the USTA left 
Forest Hills, it did so to 
make more money. It saw 
an opportunity to do so 
without having to purchase 
property on the open mar-
ket when it got parkland for 
free. The USTA promised at 

the time that it would not 
ask for more parkland, a 
promise that turned out to 
be as worthless.

The time has come to 
say no to the constant tram-
pling upon the integrity of 
this park. We should not be 
swayed by the city Parks 
Department. Its treatment 
of the park is unprofession-
al. We should not be influ-
enced by unfounded claims 
of an economic windfall.

We should not be con-
cerned that if the applica-
tion is rejected the USTA 
will leave. We should not 
buy its claim that its facili-
ties are out of date after 25 
years and that it cannot 
compete. Last year, the 
USTA made $275 million 
and paid the city for our 
parkland $2.5 million.

As far as the USTA 

is concerned, the issue is 
money, the bulk of which 
will go into the pockets of 
professional players and 
USTA executives. I am not 
against a private company 
making money, but not 
on the backs of a peoples’ 
park.

People who say they 
enjoy USTA facilities in 
the park need have no con-
cern because the issue is 
not ejection from the park. 
If the city does not believe 
this park is the lifeblood of 
an urban society, it should 
de-list it and turn it over to 
its real estate department. 
I do not approve of such a 
drastic move, but it may 
not be any worse than the 
gradual destruction of the 
park.

In the depths of the 
Great Depression, the city 

did not sell, barter or alien-
ate parkland for so-called 
economic reasons, and 
there is no reason to do so 
at this time. Suddenly, with 
its back to the wall, the 
USTA may come up with 
something for the park. A 
civilized society does not 
equate parkland, a non-
renewable resource, with 
economics.

It is the obligation 
of city officials to protect 
parkland for current resi-
dents and generations as 
yet unborn. The application 
should be rejected.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Reform presidential primary process

N
ow that the presi-
dential election has 
passed, it is time 
to re-examine how 

we choose our candidates 
for the highest office in 
our country. I believe we 
should consider changes in 
our presidential primary 
system.

The way things are 
done now, the states that 
conduct their primaries 
and caucuses early get the 
most attention. Often the 
nominee is chosen by the 
time we reach the middle of 
the primary process, if not 
before. Those states con-
ducting their votes at the 
end of the primary do so in 
vain because a candidate 
nails down enough delegate 
votes to secure the nomi-
nation before the primary 
process across the country 
is completed.

Since the selection of 
presidential candidates 
is a nationwide matter, 
we should have a national 
presidential primary on 
one date, perhaps in the 

late spring of a presidential 
year. This way, all votes 
will be important through-
out the country. Since the 
presidential contest is a 
federal election, the rules 
of who should be allowed 
to vote in such an election 
should be uniform.

In some states there is 
an open primary, while in 
others, like New York, only 
people enrolled in a par-
ticular party are allowed 
to vote in that party’s pri-
mary.

Also, states should 
hold their other state and 
local primaries on the same 
date. In 2012, New York had 
three primary dates, which 
cost taxpayers millions of 
dollars.

All political parties 
with a nationwide follow-
ing should hold their pri-
maries on a national presi-
dential primary day. Voters 
should not be limited to 
choosing between just two 
candidates from the major 
parties.

After the primary and 

convention process is over 
and a candidate and his or 
her running mate is select-
ed, we usually have a series 
of debates before the No-
vember election. Yet those 
debates are almost always 
limited to the Democratic 
and Republican nominees.

All candidates who are 
able to get on the ballot in 
a majority of states should 
take part in those debates. 
In 2012, Green Party can-
didate Jill Stein was not al-
lowed to participate in the 
presidential debates.

As we move forward, 
there should be reforms un-
dertaken so the American 
electorate has many choices 
of candidates to select from 
to hold the most important 
office in our country. We 
should also make the voting 
process easier and more ef-
ficient to accommodate the 
electorate in selecting po-
litical leaders.

Henry Euler
Bayside

UFT, city need to settle on a contract

T
his October will be 
four years since the 
United Federation 
of Teachers contract 

expired.
The teachers of this 

city have continued to work 
under the auspices of the 
old contract, but it is now 
time for Michael Mulgrew, 
the UFT president, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
city Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott to stop the 
delays, sit down at the nego-
tiating table and hammer 

out a contract for the teach-
ers that is fair, affordable 
and acceptable.

Teachers work hard 
to educate their students, 
and under less-than-ideal 
conditions, with unsup-
portive administrators, 
difficult students, a lack 
of classroom teaching ma-
terials and overcrowded 
classrooms, which makes 
everyday teaching almost 
impossible.

But they rise to the oc-
casion and come through. 

Now, enough stalling and 
bureaucratic infighting. 
Mulgrew, Bloomberg and 
Walcott: Get to work and 
come up with a much-
deserved and well-earned 
teacher contract that is 
fair, affordable and decent 
for the more than 80,000 
teachers and other UFT 
staff members of this city.

They deserve this 
much and much more.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTIONS

Due to a production error in the March 15-21 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, 
a quote by Flushing High School teacher Chris Marzian in a story about the city 
Panel for Educational Policy should have read, “He’s disguising it as a democracy.”

A cutline on a story about Milt Hinton’s legacy in the March 15-21 edition of the 
QGuide misidentifi ed a musician. In the photo, Bob Cranshaw is in the front.
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 4-14-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-14-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-14-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-14-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
with Metal Frames

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

GET  
$100  
OFF

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

Philanthropist, justice and columnist share only one thing

ndrew Carnegie, 
Antonin Scalia and 
I have a little in 
common.

Carnegie money built 
the Elmhurst branch of the 
Queens Library. I used that 
branch for many years, as 
I grew up in Elmhurst and 
attended JHS 73 in Maspeth 
and Newtown High School. 
Many days, I detoured 
down the hill from New-
town after class and spent 
time in the library. I spent 
long hours there many Sat-
urdays.

I became a member of 
a group, set up by a wonder-
ful librarian, to read and 

suggest books suitable for 
teenagers. I remember the 
beautiful children’s room 
and the magnificent fire-
place, which, if I recall cor-
rectly, is the first fireplace 
I ever saw.

I remember the build-
ing as one I wanted to see 
and use again and again. I 
remember the landscaping 
was always lovely.

Antonin Scalia may re-
member this, too. He lived 
in Elmhurst with his fam-
ily from the early 1940s. He 
attended PS 13, at 55-01 94th 
St. On a full scholarship, he 
went to Xavier High School 
in Manhattan, where in 
1953 he graduated at the top 
of his class.

I would like to think 
I may have crossed paths 
with him in the Carnegie 
building. We may not agree 
on much, but the associate 
U.S. Supreme Court justice 
knows how to speak and 

write. I may groan about 
his opinions, but acknowl-
edge his intellect.

Thanks to another 
Queens original, Jimmy 
Breslin, I found a 1986 col-
umn of his about Scalia’s 
Elmhurst, which is worth 
reading. The young boy, an 
only child, and his parents 
lived at 48-22 O’Connell 
Court. This L-shaped street 
is near 50th Avenue and 
88th Street. It gives you a 
great view of Newtown HS. 
It is closer to the library 
than was my home, on 57th 
Avenue near 84th Street.

I cannot find proof of 
it, but O’Connell Court may 
have been named for Daniel 
O’Connell, known as “The 
Liberator,” a 19th-century 
Irish leader. In its early 
days, that area of Elmhurst 
had a large Irish popula-
tion, as Breslin notes in his 
column.

The Elmhurst branch 

that Carnegie money helped 
build — it opened in 1906 — 
is no more. A new building, 
more suitable to the uses of 
the 21st century and to the 
fact that this is the second 
most-used branch in the 
Queens system, is set to 
open next year. We are told 
it will use some bricks from 
the original building and 
that the fireplace will be 
saved.

Let us hope that, ar-
chitectural values aside, 
the new building will be as 
important to many more 

people as it was to this 
Elmhurst kid — and per-
haps another one — many 
years ago.

In the meantime, the 
Richmond Hill branch, also 
a Carnegie building which 
opened in 1905, remains a 
source of local pride. It has 
been renovated, but it is 
still a good work of archi-
tecture and its landscap-
ing continues to be worth 
a visit. Elaine and I used it 
many times in the decades 
we lived on Park Lane 
South.

The Astoria, Poppen-
husen and Woodhaven li-
braries were all built with 
Carnegie generosity. Far 
Rockaway burned down. 
Flushing was replaced a 
few decades ago because, 
like Elmhurst, it needed to 
be updated for greater use.

I hope the four remain-
ing branches, each a work 
of fine architecture, will 
remain with us for a long 
time.

Carnegie, Scalia and 
I. We had something in 
common, I believe: The 
thirst for knowledge that is 
quenched by every visit to a 
library. It makes you want 
to come back for more. A 
good habit, I think.

Carnegie, on behalf of 
Scalia, this writer and mil-
lions of others, I thank you 
for using your fortune to 
help those who have prof-
ited from your generosity.

I Sit And 
Look Out
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BTOUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 
EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 
OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 
YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 
REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 
AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Quinn backs NYPD reform amid stop/frisk trial
BY RICH BOCKMANN

The day after the 
broadest challenge yet to 
the NYPD’s controversial 
stop-and-frisk practices 
kicked off in a Manhattan 
federal courtroom, City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) an-
nounced she was in favor of 
appointing an independent 
monitor to oversee the de-
partment.

“We have reached [a] 
broad agreement on the in-
spector general legislation, 
which will enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the depart-
ment, and at the same time 
will increase the public’s 
confidence in the police 
force, building stronger 
police-community rela-
tions,” Quinn said. “While 
this is a strong and impor-
tant step forward, we are 
also moving forward in a 
constructive fashion with 
the Community Safety Act, 
including a measure to stop 
racial profiling.”

Quinn is the presumed 
frontrunner in a crowded 
field of Democrats hoping 
to be the next mayor.

Among other propos-
als, the act includes a pro-
vision that would create an 
office of the inspector gen-
eral with subpoena power 
over the NYPD.

It was introduced last 
summer amid a strong 
backlash to the depart-
ment’s practices in minor-
ity neighborhoods, such 
as Jamaica and Jackson 
Heights, which have had 
some of the highest rates 
of stop-and-frisk across the 
city.

“The NYPD has laid 
siege to black and Latino 
neighborhoods,” said Dar-
ius Charney, an attorney 
with the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights, at the open-
ing of a trial in Manhattan 
federal court on a class-
action lawsuit against the 
NYPD. “This is not just a 
minor inconvenience, but a 
frightening and degrading 

experience.”
Federal Judge Shira 

Scheindlin, who is already 
overseeing two other cases 
presenting more narrow 
challenges to stop-and-
frisk, Monday presided at 
the beginning of a trial ex-
pected to go on for weeks.

The center  brought 

a lawsuit against the city 
claiming the NYPD violates 
the Fourth Amendment’s 
protection against unwar-
ranted searches and the 
Fourteenth Amendment’s 
equal protection clause by 
directing officers — even if 
only with a wink and a nod 
— to systematically stop 

minorities, regardless of 
warranted cause.

In addition to the tes-
timony of a woman who en-
countered police in Wood-
side, the CCR attorneys 
plan to rely heavily on sta-
tistical data and analysis 
of NYPD documentations 
of stops, which may prove 
to be the case’s big sticking 
point.

Legal precedent dic-
tates that an officer must be 
able to articulate a reason-
able suspicion — beyond a 
hunch — that someone will 
commit a crime in order for 
a stop to be constitutional.

Officers document 
their stops several ways, 
including daily logs and 
forms known as UF-250s. 
The CCR attorneys plan 
to call Columbia Univer-
sity Law Professor Jef-
frey Fagan to testify that 
his analysis of the UF-250 
forms show that police con-
sistently listed either “high 
crime area” or “furtive 
movement” as reasons for 

stops when such conditions 
either did not exist, or were 
not articulated.

Fagan’s analysis of the 
forms shows that blacks 
and Latinos made up 85 
percent of stops since 2005, 
but accounted for only 50 
percent of the city’s popula-
tion, the CCR said.

The city’s lawyers, on 
the other hand, argue Fa-
gan should use the racial 
description of crime sus-
pects rather than the popu-
lation as his benchmark.

City attorney Heidi 
Grossman said that while 
blacks and Latinos made 
up 87 percent of stops dur-
ing 2011, they also were re-
sponsible for 80 percent of 
criminal descriptions.

“Crime drives where 
police officers go, not race,” 
she said, explaining that 
with the implementation of 
the CompStat crime-track-
ing software in 1994 the de-
partment began employing 
its recourses proactively to 
“hot-spot crime areas.”

Police officers monitor a rally in downtown Manhattan where a 
federal judge is overseeing a case in which attorneys claim the 
NYPD’s stop-and-frisk practices are unconstitutional. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig
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BTSCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Diffi culty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11
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face

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

the Greek-born candidate, 
who eventually worked his 
way up to becoming a bil-
lionaire, according to Ra-
gusa.

But the four Republi-
can city councilmen who 
make up the legislative 
body’s minority caucus — 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone), Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park), James Oddo (R-
Staten Island) and Vincent 
Ignizio (R-Staten Island) — 
have unanimously backed 
former Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
head Joe Lhota.

The members of the 
caucus have been 
at odds with the 
counties in the 
wake of a political 
power play earlier this year 
involving the city Board of 
Elections.

The board is headed by 
10 commissioners, which is 
split evenly into five Demo-
crats and five Republicans. 
Each borough picks one 
GOPer and one Democrat to 
send to the commissioner, 
with the respective parties 
deciding who gets the seat.

Normally, the parties 
pick someone loyal, so that 
commissioner can hire 
other party loyalists for pa-
tronage positions, accord-
ing to numerous sources.

But at the end of 2012, 
the Queens Republican Par-
ty did not file paperwork 
to keep its pick, a woman 
named Judith Stupp, on as 
a commissioner.

That left a legal door 
open for three of the four 
GOP councilmen to ap-
point a commissioner loyal 
to them, a man named Mi-
chael Michel. Halloran vot-
ed to replace commission-
ers in other boroughs, but 
not in Queens.

Ulrich has long been at 
odds with the current GOP 
leadership, but the state Re-
publican Party said it does 

not get involved 
in local disputes 
among county orga-
nizations unless its 

help is asked for.
“As with any fam-

ily, there will always be 
differences and disagree-
ments, but the state party 
will continue to work with 
each of our county organi-
zations to promote the pro-
growth policies that New 
York needs to create jobs 
and get our economy mov-
ing again,” said Commu-
nications Director David 
Laska. 

City Councilman Eric Ulrich is yet again defying the Queens GOP by 
endorsing former Metropolitan Transportation Authority head Joe 
Lhota for mayor. Photo by Christina Santucci

Gound-level GOPers grow weary after coup 
BY JOE ANUTA

Members of the Queens 
County Republican Party 
appear to be at odds with 
each other at all levels fol-
lowing a political coup ear-
lier this year.

Rank-and-file mem-
bers who are fed up with 
turmoil at the highest lev-
els of the borough and city-
wide party have discussed 

banding together on a more 
grassroots level to bring 
some cohesion to the po-
litical process, according 
to a GOP source who spoke 
with TimesLedger News-
papers on the condition of 
anonymity. The party lead-
ership disputed this claim.

Instead of a top-down 
approach to leadership, 
some members of Repub-
lican clubs from all differ-

ent areas of the borough 
have discussed bringing 
members, which include 
petition-carriers who often 
gather signatures for vari-
ous candidates, together on 
their own terms, according 
to the political insider.

But Queens Chairman 
Phil Ragusa dismissed that 
talk, saying he is confident 
the rank-and-file will come 
out this year to carry peti-

tions for the county’s pick 
for mayor, grocery store 
magnate John Catsima-
tidis.

“I don’t think there is 
anything to that,” he said. 
“I speak to district leaders 
on a current basis and the 
ones I speak to are backing 
John.”

The GOP leadership 
in Queens, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan are all backing 
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL EDUCATION ACCOUNT 
DEPOSIT OF $2,000 OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 
YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** REDEEMABLE FOR 
EXCITING GIFTS OR AN AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective 
February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature withdrawals. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. 
Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year.

Member FDIC

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

Minimum Deposit is $500 

St. John’s students go to lengths to benefi t cancer research
University members shave heads to raise money for foundation by donating hair for Locks of Love wigs

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Cara Weidinger, 18, 
stood in a crowd gathering 
in a St. John’s University 
break room, smiling ner-
vously. She saw a friend and 
lit up as the two embraced.

“It’s going to be gone!” 
she exclaimed to her 
friend.

“Are you taking it all 
off?” the friend asked.

No, Cara said, her long 
curly hair swaying back 
and forth as she shook her 
head. Just the ponytail.

Cara was one of many 
students and university em-
ployees who participated in 
St. John’s fourth annual 
benefit for children with 
cancer last Thursday. She 
and about 70 other people 
were called up to a stage in 
the D’Angelo Center living 
room at the university, at 
80-00 Utopia Pkwy., to have 

their hair cut short — or 
completely shaved off — in 
front of an audience to help 
the cause.

The event raised more 
than $35,000 and counting 
for the St. Baldrick’s Foun-
dation, an organization 
that funds childhood can-
cer research. In addition, 
the hair from 22 partici-
pants was donated to Locks 
of Love, which makes wigs 
for cancer patients.

The event also honored 
a 5-year-old girl, Gabrielle 
Brancaccio, who was di-
agnosed with a malignant 
tumor in her eye when she 
was only 2 months old. She 
has been cancer free for 
four years with the help of 
St. Baldrick’s research, her 
mother, Dana Brancaccio, 
told the crowd.

 Brancaccio’s voice 
trembled when she de-
scribed  her daughter’s 

struggle.
“It has taken time to 

heal and finally be able to 
share our story,” she said. 
“It makes our family feel 
complete that we have gone 
through this full circle and 
that Gabrielle is healthy, 
and this event is so energiz-
ing and helps us feel that 
we have come to the other 
side.”

The first round of do-
nors then stepped onto the 
stage, where several bar-
bers and stylists waited 
with scissors and electric 
razors.

Veronica Thompson, 
19, was one of the first 
round of students to shave 
her head. She squeezed her 
eyes shut as the razor made 
its first sweep, her curly au-
burn hair falling away into 
her stylist’s hand. Once 
all her hair was gone, she 
stood and bowed to a cheer-

ing crowd.
She told the 

TimesLedger Newspapers 
she decided to donate her 
hair after reading about a 
woman in the Middle East 
who shaved her head in sup-
port of women’s rights. She 
said the woman described 
how it was such a huge part 
of her identity to have hair.

“That really struck a 
chord with me,” Veronica 
said. “I was thinking what 
a great gift it is to give to 
someone else who doesn’t 
have hair.”

She said she had never 
shaved her head before. 

“It’s really squishy!” 
she said cheerfully when 
asked how it felt.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Cara Weidinger looks at her shorn locks in a St. John’s University 
hall. She is one of several students who donated hair to make wigs 
for cancer patients and raise money for research at an annual 
benefit held at the school. Photo by Karen Frantz
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

            FREE
PARKING

109th offi cer foils alleged thief’s MTA getaway
BY JOE ANUTA

The 109th Precinct 
honored two quick-think-
ing police officers last 
week: one who foiled an al-
leged thief’s public transit 
escape and another who 
cuffed two suspects with 
lengthy rap sheets.

Officer Wing “Sammy” 
Har was on duty Feb. 22 
when a 13-year-old reported 
someone stole his cellphone 
around 3:30 p.m. near the 
corner of Colden Street and 
Geranium Avenue, accord-
ing to police.

Har and his partner, 
part of the precinct’s anti-
crime team, got a descrip-
tion of the suspect but could 
not find him after canvass-
ing the surrounding area.

The officer believed 
the alleged thief was ei-
ther holed up in a nearby 
apartment building or had 
boarded a bus and was be-
ing shuttled away from the 
scene.

Har decided to try and 

cut off the public transit 
vehicle and headed south 
on Kissena Boulevard into 
the neighboring 107th Pre-
cinct.

When a Q34 bus came 
to a halt at one of its stops, 
Har boarded the vehicle and 
spotted the alleged thief, an 
18-year-old man. The teen 
was cuffed and brought 

back to the precinct.
Later that afternoon, a 

12-year-old walked into the 
109th and said his phone 
had been stolen around 
3:10 p.m. near the corner 
of Beech Avenue and Kis-
sena Boulevard, 20 minutes 
before the first call. The 
description of that alleged 
culprit matched the one 

from the earlier robbery.
The 18-year-old was 

charged with both robber-
ies, according to police, 
which added to the teen’s 
two prior robbery arrests.

Officer Dominic Cap-
piello was on patrol last 
month when he received a 
call about a robbery near 
the corner of Parsons Bou-

levard and 35th Avenue, ac-
cording to police.

While canvassing the 
area, Cappiello spotted four 
men standing near the cor-
ner of 137th Street and 32nd 
Avenue. The men also saw 
Cappiello and attempted to 
flee the scene.

Cappiello and his fel-
low officers chased down 
two of the four men and 
cuffed them. Soon after-
ward another robbery call 
came in, according to po-
lice. When officers appre-
hended the suspects in that 
incident, they turned out to 
be the two men who had es-
caped earlier.

“They definitely 
stopped additional robber-
ies from happening that 
day,” said Inspector Brian 
Maguire, commanding of-
ficer of the 109th Precinct.

In addition to the two 
Cop of the Month Awards, 
the 109th Precinct Commu-
nity Council paid tribute to 
a long-serving officer set to 
retire.

Officer Kelley Glen-
non, who has served in 
the precinct’s community 
affairs unit since 2004, an-
nounced that she will be 
retiring. Glennon received 
honors from state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), city Comp-
troller John Liu and the 
City Council, presented by 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone).

Glennon joined the 
force in 1987 and was as-
signed to the 103rd Precinct 
before joining the 109th 
shortly after. Glennon was 
assigned to patrols and 
later the domestic violence 
unit before landing in the 
community affairs office. 
She received various deco-
rations throughout her ca-
reer.

“I just want to say 
thanks. It’s been a good 
run,” she said. “I’ve met a 
lot of people along the way 
and seen a lot of things 
along the way.”

Cops of the Month Wing “Sammy” Har (third from l.) and Dominic Cappiello (third from r.) accept their 
awards at a recent 109th Precinct Community Council event. Photo by Joe Anuta
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$2

vi

BUY NOW 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.
Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

SPRING INTO
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.

32BJ, 1199, 
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Phoenix parties help Sandy victims rise back to normalcy
Bayside group gathers to give essentials to Breezy Point woman whose home was fl ooded

BY PHIL CORSO

A new wave of sup-
port for Superstorm Sandy 
victims has risen out of 
Bayside, where one woman 
hopes to inspire others to 
shower those less fortunate 
with help.

Jane Lynch, a teacher 
at Saint Francis 
Prep in Fresh 
Meadows, inject-
ed a new twist 
into the act of 
donating supplies to storm 
victims when she launched 
her first Phoenix party ear-
lier this month. Similar to 
that of a wedding or baby 
shower, guests purchased 
items like kitchen appli-
ances and bedding from a 
registry and gifted them to 
a woman who had lost ev-
erything.

“Instead of calling 
them parties for the vic-

tims of Sandy, my friend 
suggested we call them 
Phoenix parties as a way of 
suggesting that this is one 
more step toward rising 
from the ashes of Sandy,” 
Lynch said. “The idea is to 
get them what they need, 
but give it to them in a way 
that doesn’t make them feel 

like they are re-
ceiving charity. 
It’s a party.”

Lynch as-
sembled 10 of 

her friends and family mem-
bers at her sister’s home in 
Bayside, where they cel-
ebrated the gifting of home 
essentials for a friend from 
Broad Channel whose home 
was badly flooded in the 
storm. Though the woman 
at the center of the party 
did not want her name pub-
licized, Lynch said there 
was nothing but positivity 
coming out of the shower 

from the initial greetings 
to the hugs goodbye.

“The easy part is to 
find the support because 
everyone wants to help,” 
Lynch said. “They want to 
feel more connected and 
this works organically.”

The guests, who had 

never met the storm victim, 
purchased the items off a 
registry at a local retailer 
to avoid duplicates and to 
ensure that they are donat-
ing something that is badly 
needed.

“It’s a chance for us to 
directly help people who 

were victims of the storm,” 
said Moira Clinton, of Bay-
side. “We were affected in 
Bayside but nothing like 
what this particular family 
has had to endure.”

Lynch said the idea 
came to her while teaching 
in Fresh Meadows, where 
she heard tale after tale of 
storm victims being left 
with nothing and strug-
gling to rebuild without the 
key essentials. 

After floating the idea 
to one storm victim she 
had been put in touch with 
through mutual friends, 
she helped organize a reg-
istry for guests to purchase 
and gain inspiration from.

One guest, she said, 
noticed there were dif-
ferent shell-themed items 
on the registry and took 
it upon herself to craft a 
homemade wreath out of 
seashells for the shower. 

The group finally gathered 
March 2 in Bayside for the 
party, where they ate sand-
wiches, opened gifts and 
shared laughs.

Lynch said she hoped 
the idea of Phoenix parties 
would catch on with anyone 
else looking to show their 
support for Sandy victims 
still working toward nor-
malcy in their lives.

“It’s about the intan-
gibles,” Lynch said. “This 
way, she gets to tell a posi-
tive story from the storm. 
She has a sympathetic ear. 
She has people going out 
of their way for her. All 
of those things, you can’t 
make up, and are even more 
sustaining than a spatula.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

A group gathers in Bayside to celebrate their first Phoenix party, 
where they present gifts to a victim of Hurricane Sandy. 

Photo courtesy John Peiser

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or

made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic

origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and

other school-administered programs.

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get exclusive 
Prep-School Education without 

The high cost and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

 Rigorous Academic Programs
 Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

     Character & Excellence
 French, Spanish, Mandarin
 Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
 Piano/Strings and Band
 Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment.

Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R

E
S

-0
6

0
414

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

PRESENTS:

LUNCH AND A MOVIE
SUNDAYS AT NOON

April 21st A light for Greytowers, 2009
 A musical produced specifi cally for ultra-Orthodox   
 women who would otherwise never see a fi lm. In English. 
May 19th Tevya, 1939
 The original “Fiddler on the Roof,” in black and white 
 and without music. In Yiddish with English subtitles.

Film commentary and insights will be provided by Cantor Steven Pearlston 
as prelude and postlude to the movies.

Lunch and movie will be held in our social hall, enter through 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

Check our website for updates www.freesynagogue.org

Passover Second Night Community Seder
Tuesday, March 26th, 2013 at 6:30 pm

Join us as Rabbi Weisser and Cantor Pearlston retell the Passover story 
in verse and song. It will be a special night! Reserve your space early!

OF

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 

The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

INFORMAL WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY
Each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Others to be announced.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

BY STEVE MOSCO

Nassau County 
police are assisting 
the NYPD in its  in-
vestigation into the 
disappearance of a 
Bayside woman after 
she was linked to an 
abandoned car found 
at a notorious beach 
on Long Island Sun-
day.

Police said a 
neighbor last saw 
Natasha Jugo, 31, 
leaving her house at 
4:30 p.m. Saturday. 
The next day her car 
and personal items 
were found in Gilgo 
Beach – more than 30 
miles away from her 
home.

Before Jugo 
disappeared, 10  sets 
of remains had been 
found at the beach 
since 2010, but author-

ities said there was 
no known connection 
between the Bayside 
woman and those 
bodies at this time.

Jugo was last 
seen wearing pink pa-
jama bottoms, a gray 
hooded sweatshirt, 
a black robe, a black 
coat and black boots. 
She is described as 
being 5-foot-10, 120 
pounds with brown 
eyes and blonde hair.

A woman who 
answered the door at 
the missing woman’s 
house identified her-
self as Jugo’s sister 
and said she did not 
want to comment at 
this time.

Reach reporter 
Steve Mosco by e-mail 
at smosco@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Police search LI beach for 
missing Bayside woman

Natasha Jugo’s car and some personal items 
were found at Gilgo Beach in Long Island after 
she was last seen Saturday leaving her Bayside 
home. Photo courtesy NYPD
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BT Youths learn about technology through Legos at boro center
Student group to take robotic skills learned at Fresh Meadows workshops to international competition

BY KAREN FRANTZ

In the basement of a sci-
ence and technology center for 
children, Tronian, a small robot 
made out of Legos that resembles 
a dune buggy, drove forward on 
a table with a red plastic ball 
clutched in its plastic arm.

It maneuvered past various 
obstacles on the table — includ-
ing toy models of a weight-lifting 
bench and a set of stairs — to stop 
at several upright pegs in the 
shape of bowling pins.

Six students, ranging in age 
from 10 to 14, gathered around 
with their coach and parents and 
watched the robot intently.

The robot hurled the ball at 
the pins, knocking almost all of 
them over.

“Yay,” cheered the parents.
“Well done,” said Dennis 

Chan, the youths’ coach.
The team of six had been 

gathering in this basement, a 
classroom of the RoboMindTech 
Science and Technology Cen-

ter in Fresh Meadows, at 185-10 
Union Tnpk., once a week for the 
last six months to build the ro-
bot. The center brings together 
students from across the city to 
learn about science and technolo-
gy through Lego robotics in after-

school workshops.
The team built Tronian as 

part of its participation in the 
FIRST Lego League, an interna-
tional competition that requires 
young minds to solve real-world 
problems using robotics.

The students sent the ro-
bot to compete at the New York 
City level and beat out 80 other 
teams with their creation. They 
will go to the final round in St. 
Louis, Mo., in April, where they 
will compete against teams from 
around the world for the top title.

Rachel Park, a Manhasset 
High School student and a mem-
ber of the group, said she and her 
teammates were excited about go-
ing on to the final championship. 
She said New York does not com-
pete in every Lego League compe-
tition, and this team is only the 
second from the city ever to go to 
nationals.

“Which is pretty good, a pret-
ty amazing feeling,” she said.

This year the Lego League 
competition asked participants 
to solve problems that affect se-
niors’ quality of life, a challenge 
that included both a robotic and 
a research portion. As part of the 
process, the team built Tronian 
from scratch to maneuver an 
obstacle course, requiring it not 

just to be able to bowl, but to lift 
weights, climb stairs and turn off 
a toy stove.

The students fitted Tronian 
with a computer brain and sen-
sors that allowed it to travel 
across the course and complete its 
tasks. It can lift levers, balance on 
a shaky platform and even sense 
colors, things seniors may have 
difficulty doing, the students 
pointed out.

Chan, who is also RoboMi-
ndTech’s creator, said teaching 
students about science and tech-
nology through Legos can make 
learning more fun and spur 
youngsters to pursue a path in 
the sciences later on.

“We use robots and Legos 
to inspire children’s minds,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

RoboMindTech students watch as Tronian, the robot they made from scratch, 
navigates an obstacle course. Photo by Karen Frantz
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Whitestone man who pleaded 
guilty in December to plotting attacks on 
New York City synagogues was sentenced 
to 10 years behind bars last Friday in the 
first conviction on state-level terrorism 
charges.

Ahmed Ferhani, 28, lived on 143rd 
Street in Queens but will spend the next de-
cade in a state prison after his sentencing 
in Manhattan State Supreme Court.

“Today’s sentencing marks an impor-
tant first for local law enforcement officials 
in New York state,” said Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cy Vance. “This defendant 
was convicted and sentenced under anti-
terrorism laws that enabled local police 
and prosecutors to protect our communi-
ties from terrorist threats.”

Those laws were passed in the state 
Legislature in the wake of the Sept. 11 ter-
ror attacks that shook the city in 2001, but 
have not before been used to convict an ac-
cused terrorist. The entire case was han-
dled by local law enforcement because fed-
eral investigators declined to get involved.

On Dec. 4, 2012, Ferhani pleaded guilty 

to several terror charges, including con-
spiracy as a crime of terrorism and several 
weapon possession charges as crimes of 
terrorism.

The Whitestone resident was born in 
Algeria and moved in 1995 to the United 
States, where he earned an associate de-
gree in business from Borough of Manhat-
tan Community College and later worked 
as a sales associate at Saks Fifth Avenue.

But between October 2010 and his ar-
rest in May 2011, prosecutors said Ferhani 
conspired to pose as a Hasidic Jew and blow 
up Manhattan synagogues by hiding explo-
sives inside, according to conversations he 
had with an undercover officer.

Ferhani also purchased several fire-
arms that prosecutors said he planned to 
use to carry out his attacks.

But Ferhani’s lawyer, Lamis Deek, 
contended that her client was entrapped by 
the undercover agent, who encouraged him 
to carry out the attacks.

Ferhani read a statement in court and 
told Manhattan Supreme Court Justice Mi-
chael Obus that he would use his time be-
hind bars to strengthen his character.

Whitestone bomb plotter
gets decade behind bars
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BT STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Dozens of youngsters 
enrolled in a Glen Oaks el-
ementary after-school pro-
gram learned the meaning 
of community service last 
week in more ways than 
one.

The students, rang-
ing from kindergartners to 
fifth-graders, gathered in 
the auditorium of PS 115, at 
80-51 261st St., with a num-
ber of Americorps mem-
bers who help plan their 
activities.

And with money the 
youths raised from a bake 
sale and ticket proceeds 
from a school dance, they 
were preparing to present 
a $1,000 check to represen-
tatives of Services for the 
UnderServed, an organiza-
tion that helps New Yorkers 
who are less fortunate. The 
money the children raised 
will go to the organization’s 
program to support veter-
ans.

“It really touches an 
old man’s heart,” Howard 
Wheeler, program director 
for SUS’s Homeless Vet-
erans Program, told the 
youngsters. “It means so 
much to us that you all, as 
young as you are, have the 
mind to think about some-
one other than yourself, to 
think about those who are 
less fortunate.”

Wheeler is a veteran 
himself, having served 22 
years in the U.S. military.

Nicole Robinson, SUS’s 
service coordinator for Sup-
portive Services for Veter-
an Families and also a staff 
sergeant in the U.S. Army 
Reserves, also praised the 
students.

“You guys are future 

soldiers for change,” she 
said.

The two veterans 
posed with the students 
and their program leaders, 
as the children smiled and 
waved flags and vied for a 
chance to wear a military 
helmet.

But learning about 
how their efforts would go 
to help veterans in need 
was not the youths’ only 
lesson in volunteerism last 
Friday. The Americorps 
leaders also strived to teach 
their students the literal 
meaning of community ser-
vice.

“What does volunteer-
ing mean to you?” one of 
the leaders asked the chil-
dren.

“To give someone 
food,” one student offered.

“To help people,” an-
other said.

“Nice. That’s what I’m 
talking about,” the leader 

said.
The Americorps lead-

ers have been teaching the 
students the meaning of 
community service for the 
last three months, putting 
together the bake sale and 
a winter dance where all 
members of the Floral Park 
community were invited to 
the festivities.

Michelle Ragoo, the 
Americorps members’ 
supervisor, said she was 
proud of the leaders for 
their generosity.

“They are truly great 
role models to our after-
school students and possess 
great leadership in reach-
ing out to members of our 
community as they strive 
to make a difference in 
helping others,” she said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

PS 115 students donate 
$1,000 to help veterans

PS 115 students learn about the value of community service by do-
nating $1,000 raised through a bake sale and winter dance to a 
group supporting veterans. Photo by Karen Frantz

City Councilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) said his district office, 
at 73-03 Bell Blvd., will offer attorney ser-
vices for anyone with questions regarding 
immigration related to naturalization and 
deferred action for childhood arrivals on 
the first Tuesday of every month from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m.
The service will be available through 

June 30, the councilman said.
Call 718-468-0137 to schedule an ap-

pointment.

— Phil Corso

Weprin offers free immigration services
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New York Hospital Queens is proud to announce the opening of a new medical 
practice – right here in Whitestone Village. 
Internists, Ambrose Pipia, M.D., and Domenick Acquista, M.D., and Cardiologist 
Katherine Heretis, M.D., are the first physicians to practice in this new community-
based facility. Additional NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them in 2013.
The practice, conveniently located at 14-02 150th Street, is part of an ongoing  
New York Hospital Queens initiative to support community access to a higher level  
of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens. 
To make an appointment, call (718) 353-8933.

To learn more about NYHQ, find a physician, 

and more… go to nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

Ambrose Pipia, M.D.

Katherine Heretis, M.D.

Domenick Acquista, M.D. 

WhitestoneVillage
Our Doctorsare now in …
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Learn English in the Heart of New York City 
and Increase Your Career Options 

Visit scps.nyu.edu/aliplus/05 
for More Information and to Apply
or Call 212-998-7040

American Language Institute

ALIplus

This Summer, the NYU School of Continuing and Professional Studies (NYU-SCPS) will off er 
nine new ALIplus Certifi cate Programs. These programs, which are available on a full-time 
basis over a 12-week period,* are designed to meet the needs of international professionals 
and aspiring students who wish to combine English-language study through the NYU-SCPS 
American Language Institute (ALI), with specialized professional training in a variety of 
NYU-SCPS Continuing Education (noncredit) certifi cates.

Professional English and the Business of Art
Professional English and Digital Filmmaking
Professional English and Financial Analysis
Professional English and Finance Fundamentals
Professional English and Graphic Production

Choose from ALIplus Certifi cates in:

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2013 New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.

Combine English-Language Study 
with Professional Training

Professional English and Marketing Strategies and Execution
Professional English and Media Technologies
Professional English and Real Estate Development
Professional English and Real Estate Finance and Investment

*Note: All of the ALIplus certifi cate programs qualify for full-time, F-1 visa study. See website for details and deadlines.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Acoustics at an iconic 
tennis stadium in Forest 
Hills might carry sound 
once again.

Rumors began swirl-
ing last week that operators 
of the West Side Tennis Sta-
dium were inspecting the 
structure’s integrity for the 
possible return of concerts 
and other events to the ven-
erable venue.

Now a neighborhood 
preservationist says those 
inspections did happen and 
a return of the stadium’s 
glory days is on the hori-
zon.

“The rumors that have 
been circulating are true,” 
said Michael Perlman, 
chairman of the Rego-For-
est Preservation Council. 
“The West Side Tennis Club 
is closely exploring the 
idea about opening up the 
stadium to accommodate a 
small quantity of classical 

and modern music concerts 
which respect the club and 
the surrounding communi-
ty as well as tennis and ice 
skating.”

Perlman said based on 
his conversations with ten-
nis club President Roland 
Meier, a gradual restora-
tion for the stadium is on 
the way. Meier, who is out 
of the country and could 
not be reached for com-
ment, told Perlman a sum-
mer filled with events, such 
as the first New York Open 
and concerts, will com-
memorate the stadium’s 
100th anniversary and 
raise money for its struc-
tural refurbishment.

“The events will gen-
erate support and a poten-
tial means for restoring the 
stadium,” Perlman said. 
“As someone who grew up 
in Forest Hills for the past 
30 years and takes pride 
in the community, and as 
a historic preservationist, 

I plan to continue to fulfill 
my goals by helping the 
West Side Tennis Club re-
store and creatively reuse 
the iconic stadium.”

The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion last year considered 
landmarking the stadium, 
which played host to the 
first US Open in 1923, but 
 concluded upkeep for the 
arena would be too costly to 
return it to landmark sta-
tus. The commission cited 
water damage and crum-
bling concrete as the main 
reasons for the structure’s 
ineligibility.

The stadium hosted 
the US Open until 1978, 
when the event shifted to 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, and during its his-
tory the stadium held con-
certs by iconic musical acts 
such as The Beatles, Bob 
Dylan, Jimi Hendrix and 
many others.

Offi cials look to bring music 
back to Forest Hills stadium
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Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Students from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are now taking classes 
aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards. You may have noticed that 

your child’s course work and assignments are more challenging. This spring, for 
the first time, State English language arts and math tests for students in grades 
three to eight will reflect the new standards. These tests may be harder than 
exams students have taken in the past. Speak with your child over the next few 
weeks about the Common Core and changes in his or her classroom. Here are 
some things to think about before you talk with your child:

What should I say to my child about the new standards? 
�� Begin by asking your child about what he or she is doing in school. What 
subjects or assignments are most interesting? Which ones seem harder this year? 
What feels different from the work she has done in the past? 
�� Let your child know that all students in New York City are being challenged this 
year to complete more difficult work in class. The work is getting harder because it 
is intended to prepare students to be successful in college and careers. 
�� Let your child know that when he faces school work that seems really hard, it is 
important to keep trying and not give up. Reassure him that it is okay to struggle 
and that you believe he can rise to this challenge. By continuing to work hard, he 
will be prepared to do this more difficult work and be successful in life. 
�� If your child is still learning English, tell her that her teachers will support her to 
learn English as well as the content so that she is ready for the new tests. 

How can I help my child do his or her best on test day? 
�� Acknowledge that taking tests makes a lot of students feel anxious. Ask your 
child how he feels about taking the tests and listen to his concerns. 
�� Make sure your child has a healthy dinner and a good night’s sleep the night 
before the test and a nutritious breakfast that morning. 
�� If your child has an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that includes testing 
accommodations, reassure your child that the accommodations will be in place to 
help her succeed. 
�� Tell your child that if he feels nervous during the test, he should remember that 
you believe in him and that you know he can take on this challenge.
 
What should I say to my child after the tests? 
�� Ask your child how she thought the tests went. Ask which types of questions 
were easy, which were difficult, and why. Use questions like, “What did you learn?” 
“What surprised you?” “Was any of it tricky to read?” 
�� Share what you learn through this conversation with your child’s teachers. Ask 
how you can continue to help your child at home. 
�� Remind your child that the tests are meant to help his teachers support his 
learning, and that you will also support him. 
�� If the test results, combined with your child’s class work, demonstrate that your 
child needs extra help, reassure your child that you will work with her school to 
come up with a plan to get her the support she needs to be successful. 

For more information, search NYC.gov for Common Core Parent Resources.

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
The NYC Parent Academy 
is dedicated to strengthen-
ing parent involvement to 
support student achieve-

ment in the City’s 1,700 schools.

Attend one of the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming
borough-wide workshops:
Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
P.S.156/I.S.392 Waverly School of the Arts
104 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Young Women’s Leadership School
150-91 87th Road, Queens

MONDAY, MAY 13, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West, Manhattan
 
For more information, visit nycparentacademy.org.

NYC Public 
Schools 

Calendar:
March - April

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may 
apply. Reply STOP to opt-out. 
Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. 
We’ll text approximately 4 times 
per month.

Preparing students for      
  college and careers

MON., MAR. 25- 
TUES., APR. 2
Spring Recess

Schools Closed

WED., APR. 10

No classes for pre- 
kindergarten stu-

dents

Parents and guardians 
of English Language 
Learners (ELLs) and 
former ELLs in New York 
City public schools are 
invited to this year’s 10th 
annual citywide parent 
conference, Creating 
Pathways to College: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!

The conference takes 
place Wednesday, May 
15, 2013, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the 
Jacob K. Javits Center in 
Manhattan (11th Avenue 
between West 34 and 38 
Streets).

For the registration flyer 

in English and nine other 
languages, search  
NYC.gov for OELL 
Parent Conference.

For more information, 
see your school’s parent 
coordinator, or call 311.

Citywide ELL Parent Conference: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!
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BT Queens bodega clerks knock limits on tobacco displays
Some argue Mayor Bloomberg’s initiative to reduce teen smoking rates would be bad for business

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Ann Hussain, a man-

ager at a Jamaica Hills gro-
cery store, said she thinks 
a proposal from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg that 
would require most retail-
ers to keep cigarettes and 
other tobacco products out 
of sight is a bad idea.

“Whoever is going to 
smoke is going to smoke,” 
she said at her store, Hill-
top Grocery, at the corner 
of Hillside Avenue and Par-
sons Boulevard.

Hussain said although 
she sympathizes with the 
proposal’s purpose to re-
duce the number of teen 
smokers, she said she al-
ways cards young patrons 
and does not sell to people 
under 18. She said a more ef-
fective way to reduce smok-
ing rates among teenagers 
would be if police officers 

would ask for identification 
from those smokers they 
suspect of being under-
age or if the city targeted 
people who sell tobacco to 
youngsters.

As for the proposal’s 
effect on her store?

“Business will go 
down,” she said.

She said smokers 
would go elsewhere to buy 
cigarettes if they could not 
see them displayed, per-
haps thinking her store did 
not sell them.

The mayor’s initia-
tive would allow retailers 
to advertise that they sell 
cigarettes in their stores, 
however.

But another former 
Queens bodega clerk, Abdul 
Houue, said that may not 
matter. He said business 
would take a hit because 
many people in the city do 
not speak English and rely 

on visuals and pointing to 
request items they want to 
purchase.

“If people not see, how 
are people going to buy?” 
he said.

His friend, Mohammed 

Ali, a clerk at Evergreen 
Deli and Grocery, at 159-16 
Hillside Ave., agreed.

“‘Give me this, give me 
that,’” he said is the way 
many people ask to buy 
things at his store.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was also opposed to the 
mayor’s proposal due to 
what his spokesman said 
was an infringement of free 
speech and a potential blow 
to small business.

“[It’s] another case of 
the nanny-state obsession 
with controlling people’s 
lives,” the spokesman, Kev-
in Ryan, said.

But City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) is in favor of 
the proposal, speaking to 
its benefits alongside the 
mayor at a news conference 
at Queens Hospital Center 
Monday.

“Science and experi-
ence clearly tell us that the 
earlier kids start smoking, 
the more difficult it will 
be for them quit,” he said. 
“Eliminating enticing to-
bacco displays and low-cost 

cigarettes from unscrupu-
lous vendors will yield tre-
mendous health dividends 
that will compound in the 
future. Our children de-
serve that future.”

Bloomberg unveiled 
the tobacco display restric-
tion proposal and another 
anti-smoking initiative as 
part of his quest to make 
the city healthier and make 
cigarettes less accessible to 
teenagers at the hospital, at 
82-68 164th St.

“New York City has 
dramatically lowered our 
smoking rate, but even one 
new smoker is one too many 
— especially when it’s a 
young person,” Bloomberg 
said.

The first proposal 
would require most retail-
ers to keep cigarettes hid-
den away in cabinets or un-
der the counter. Bloomberg 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg detailed two smoking prevention pro-
posals at a news conference at Queens Hospital Center Monday. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 49
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A CUNY School of 
Law project released a re-
port last week saying the 
NYPD’s surveillance of 
Muslims in the city has 
bred self-censorship and 
distrust of others in the 
community.

The report, “Mapping 
Muslims: NYPD Spying 
and Its Impact on Ameri-
can Muslims,” was writ-
ten by the School of Law’s 
Creating Law Enforcement 
Accountability & Responsi-
bility Project and the Asian 
American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund with 
oversight from the Muslim 
American Civil Liberties 
Coalition.

Diala Shamas, a staff 
attorney at CLEAR, said the 
report was conceived after 
the Associated Press wrote 
a series of stories about the 
NYPD sending informants 
into mosques, hookah bars 
and Muslim student asso-

ciations — some outside the 
city — to listen for radical 
activity.

Shamas said reporters 
who took part in the initial 
media coverage did not talk 
much to the Muslim com-
munity.

“We wanted to give 
the communities an oppor-
tunity to show how they’re 
affected by surveillance,” 
Shamas said.

The NYPD did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

The department has 
said the AP report was 
filled with inaccuracies 
and contended the NYPD 
Intelligence Division has 
been crucial in foiling ter-
rorist plots.

CUNY School of Law is 
at 2 Court Square in Long 
Island City and Shamas 
said many of the 57 inter-
view subjects were Queens 
residents, with others com-
ing from the other boroughs 
as well as Long Island, New 

Jersey and Connecticut. 
Shamas, one of the princi-
pal interviewers along with 
Nermeen Arastu of the de-
fense fund, said the report 
was not trying to compile a 

statistical analysis of how 
the Muslim community felt 
about the NYPD’s actions 
but wanted a range of opin-
ions.

“One of the surprising 

things were how the conse-
quences were felt across the 
board regardless of income, 
immigration status, educa-
tion level, profession, any 
of that,” Shamas said.

The interviewees 
mainly said the NYPD sur-
veillance discouraged them 
from being more openly re-
ligious, from engaging in 
any political speech or ac-
tivism, from trusting their 
neighbors since they could 
be possible NYPD infor-
mants and from talking to 
the police.

“It’s not like every-
body stopped going to 
mosque — it’s just that ev-
erybody looks around won-
dering who everyone else 
is,” Queens activist Faisal 
Hashmi said in the report.

One 23-year-old 
Queens resident identified 
as Grace in the report said 
when she was 16 NYPD 
officers  met her at her 
public school, came to her 
house a few weeks later 

and searched through her 
belongings and  computer, 
and then offered her work 
as an informant.

Another Queens Col-
lege student, who wears a 
face veil, said her mother 
had discouraged her from 
wearing all black, fearing 
it would draw police scru-
tiny.

A Queens business 
owner also said in the re-
port that because of the sur-
veillance some Muslim res-
idents have stopped using 
common expressions, like 
an Arabic one that means 
excitement but it could be 
translated as “explode.”

The report recom-
mended the NYPD end the 
surveillance and called for 
more oversight and audit-
ing of the department from 
city and state entities.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly has come under scrutiny for the 
NYPD’s surveillance of Muslim communities and student groups in 
Queens and elsewhere.

Muslims hurt by NYPD surveillance: Report
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Prepare & File 
Your Federal and State Taxes

Online for FREE 
(Powered by H&R Block)

Log-Onto:

MyFreeTaxes.com/GWNY
To Begin Filing Today!

Both online and telephone support are provided for 
assistance with any questions or issues you may have

Phone: 1-855-MY-TX –Help or 1-855-698-9435
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-10pm EST
Email: customerservice@myfreetaxes.com
Website/Chat: myfreetaxes.com

Twitter.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY Facebook.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

Have a tree hug you.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) called for the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation to do a traffic safety 
study of Thomson Avenue 
last week in light of a car 
crash that killed a 16-year-
old boy and injured four 
LaGuardia Community 
College students.

“We are here to offer 
condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Tenzin 
Drudak, but also to say, 
‘Never again,’” Van Bram-
er said.

Tenzin, a Tibetan teen-
ager who lived in Woodside 
and attended Applied Com-
munications High School, 
was hit by a 2002 maroon 
Dodge Charger traveling 
eastbound on Thomson 
Avenue March 11. Tenzin 
later died at Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center that day. The 
minivan also struck four 
LaGuardia Community 
College students, who were 
listed at the hospital in sta-
ble condition.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal said the driver was 
36-year-old Mohamed 
Keita, of Charlotte, N.C. 
He received a summons for 
driving without insurance, 
police said. 

The accident occurred 
across from 20-30 Thomson 
Ave. in Long Island City, a 
LaGuardia building that 
also is  home  to several 
schools, including Applied 
Communications. Com-
munity Board 2 Chairman 
Joseph Conley and several 
students of LaGuardia as 
well as the nearby high 

schools joined Van Bramer 
in demanding the DOT im-
prove safety along Thom-
son Avenue from Skillman 
Avenue to Van Dam Street.

“Every day we cross 
that street, we feel threat-
ened by the cars,” said 
Shah Amanat, president of 
the LaGuardia student gov-
ernment.

DOT spokesman Scott 
Gastel said in an e-mail the 
agency has been working 
with the college to improve 
safety as the college plans 
an expansion. He said one 
plan under consideration is 
installing sidewalk exten-
sions at the intersection, 
which would increase the 
sidewalk at the end of the 
block and encourage traffic 
to go slower.

Gastel also said the 
fatal crash this month had 
been the first at that inter-
section in the last decade 
and in 2011 there was one 
crash that caused an in-
jury.

But Van Bramer said 
with the intersection 
so close to the Ed Koch-
Queensborough Bridge and 
the Queens-Midtown Tun-

nel, many motorists speed 
on Thomson Avenue while 
coming from Manhattan.

“It is impossible to 
spend any amount of time 
here and not conclude that 
it could be made safer,” he 
said.

The DOT announced 
Monday that pedestrian fa-
talities are up due to speed-
ing. In Albany, the state 
legislature is considering 
a law to test speed cameras 
in the city. Van Bramer 
introduced a City Council 
resolution which passed 
Wednesday calling for the 
legislature to pass the bill 
and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly has written to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
other legislators advocat-
ing for it.

Van Bramer and the 
students requested the DOT 
do a comprehensive study of 
the area, install more of the 
barriers along Thomson 
Avenue, look at the timing 
of the lights along Thomson 
Avenue at Van Dam Street 
and put more traffic agents 
near LaGuardia.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) stands with LaGuardia 
Community College students at a news conference to demand 
the city Department of Transportation investigate the safety of 
Thomson Avenue. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Koo offering free flu shots
City Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-

ing), NY Downtown Hospital and Health-
first will offer free flu shots to members of 
the community.

Representatives from NY Downtown 
Hospital and Healthfirst will administer 
the shots to eligible members of the com-
munity. Those interested in receiving flu 
shots must be over 18, in relatively good 

health with no cold or fevers at the time of 
the shot and have no allergies to eggs.

Those interested in receiving the flu 
shots should come to Koo’s office, at 135-27 
38th Ave., Suite 388, in Flushing between 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

There are 120 shots available and 
people will be treated on a first come, first 
served basis.

Van Bramer demands 
Thomson traffi c study
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TimesLedger 
has partnered with

The Going Green in Queens  
2013 Planning Committee, 
 Queens Civic Congress &  

The Queens Coalition for Parks

 

 

EVENT SPONSORED BY:

A GREENING, EDUCATIONAL & 
NETWORKING CONFERENCE

(Right off College Point Blvd.)

Tour of the New Pool Building

Workshops start at 11am and 1pm

Short Film Festival During the Day

For additional information regarding this event please call: 718.341.1395

 #7 Train: Mets-Willets Point
Q58 Bus: Corner of College Point Blvd. and Fowler Ave.

: Ample FREE Parking
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Christina Santucci
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com. 
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

BY STEVE MOSCO

City Comptroller John 
Liu officially kicked off his 
mayoral campaign Sun-
day with a 15-stop traverse 
across the five boroughs.

Along the route, he 
made a stop in Flushing at 
a Hakka Lunar New Year 
celebration at the Mudan 
Banquet Hall at Queens 
Crossing at 136-17 39th Ave.

“I’m hoping the luck of 
the Irish rubs off on me,” 
said Liu, as he left the event 
on St. Patrick’s Day. “I’m 
going to spend the next six 
months showing the people 
of Queens and the city that 
I will fight for them.”

Liu spent time at the 
event with senior citizens 
in the Asian community 
and spoke briefly from the 
stage about the Hakka As-
sociation of NY Inc. and the 
Lunar New Year revelers.

“The association has 
shown for many years what 
it can do collectively,” said 
Liu, whose father is  Hakka. 
“I feel very close to the Hak-
ka Association.”

Hakka is one of the ma-
jor Chinese cultural subdi-
visions and is a language 
spoken natively in parts of 
southeastern China.

Supporters at the Lu-
nar New Year celebration 
chanted “John Liu, get 
elected!” as they dined on 
Hakka cuisine.

Chi Pu Peng, former 
president of the Hakka As-
sociation of NY Inc., said 
Lunar New Year is always 
a big event in Flushing, and 
it was made even bigger 
this year with Liu’s may-
oral candidacy.

“He is well-liked in this 
community,” said Peng. 

“You can hear how excited 
they are to have him here.”

The comptroller for-
mally began his run for 
mayor with a rally on the 
steps of City Hall earlier 
in the day. A spokesman 
for Liu said hundreds of 
supporters joined the  the 
rally.

“I proudly announce 
that I am running to be 
mayor of the city of New 
York, because this is a city 
that makes a promise to us, 
that every single New York-
er has a chance to succeed,” 
Liu said from the steps of 
City Hall. “And I’m going to 
make damn sure that prom-
ise is fulfilled.”

Liu is the last of five 
major Democratic frontrun-
ners to announce his candi-
dacy for mayor, following 
a field that includes City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), city 
Public Advocate Bill de Bla-
sio, former Comptroller Bill 
Thompson and former city 
councilman Sal Albanese. 

During the rally, Liu 

said he would stop the clo-
sures of underperforming 
schools and put an end to 
stop-and-frisk, a controver-
sial NYPD practice.

“This can’t be a city of 
the rich and poor, of them 
and us,” he said. “New York 
needs to be one city. One 
city where we take care of 
the needy and take on the 
greedy.”

The announcement 
comes during an ongoing 
investigation into Liu’s 
campaign finances, with 
two of his former aides set 
to go on trial next month 
for conspiracy to commit 
fraud.

Liu’s spokesman said 
the comptroller has re-
ceived over $3 million from 
more than 5,000 donors 
since November 2010 and 
the Liu campaign currently 
has more than $2 million in 
cash on hand.

If elected, Liu would be 
the city’s first Asian-Amer-
ican mayor.

Liu starts mayor run 
with stop in Flushing

Eunice Lu (r.) walks to the stage to shake hands with city 
Comptroller John Liu. Photo by Christina Santucci

The Free Synagogue of Flushing 
would like to invite the community to its 
store.

The shop is on the synagogue grounds 
at 41-60 Kissena Blvd. between Sanford 
Avenue and Main Street in Flushing. It is 
open every Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The shop carries household items, 
gently used clothing, accessories and other 
merchandise.

The synagogue also welcomes dona-
tions.

For more information, please call 718-
961-0030.

Synagogue Thrift Shop
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The Quintet of the Americas (l.-r.) flutist Karla Moe, bassoonist Maureen Strenge, Clarinetist Nicholas Gallas, horn player Barbara Oldham and oboist Matt Sullivan is scheduled to perform at the Queens 
Botanical Garden in June. Photo courtesy the Quintet of the Americas

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Queens has long been 
known for both its richness 
of cultural diversity as well 
as music history from the 
likes of jazz great Louis 
Armstrong, punk rock pio-
neer Joey Ramone, rapper-
turned-business tycoon 50 
Cent and many others.

And so, in the spirit of 

celebrating the contribu-
tions of Queens-based mu-
sicians and composers, the 
internationally acclaimed 
Quintet of the Americas, 
billed as Queens’ own pre-
miere woodwind quintet, 
will be performing in a spe-
cial free concert at the Cen-
ter for Meditation Services 
in Jamaica at 1 p.m. April 9.  
Another concert will be held 

at Queens Botanical Garden 
June 16.

The concert was origi-
nally scheduled for this 
Saturday at the Flushing 
Branch of the Queens Li-
brary, but was postponed 
because of illness.

The concert will fea-
ture woodwind quintets 
composed by Beata Moon 
of Forest Hills, James 
Cohn of Douglaston, Dylan 
Glatthorn of Astoria and 
Chris Caliendo of Jackson 
Heights.

In addition, the pro-

gram will also include 
music from former Queens-
based musical greats such 
as jazz by Louis Armstrong 
and rags by Scott Joplin as 
well as music from Flush-
ing-born John Williams, 
responsible for the scores of 
the Harry Potter films.

The Quintet was 
founded in Bogota, Colom-
bia in 1976 and has helped 
to bring music to audiences 
in the United States since 
its arrival in New York in 
1979. The world-renowned 
group has performed in 

concert halls throughout 
the Americas, including 
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Cen-
ter, Symphony Space and 
the Library of Congress.

Barbara Oldham, di-
rector of the Quintet, trac-
es her involvement with 
the group back to its very 
founding when she played 
with the National Orches-
tra of Colombia. Oldham re-
called that in its first year, 
the Quintet was invited to 
play on a weekly radio pro-
gram for the Colombian Na-
tional Radio.

And years later the 
group would find its way to 
New York City and Queens.

“Our Colombian roots 
led us to Jackson Heights 
and then to community 
leaders and venues all 
around Queens including 
Corona, Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Bayside, Forest 
Hills, Far Rockaway, Flush-
ing, Jamaica  and Douglas-
ton,” Oldham said.

She said that for the 
last 20 years, the group 
has served the people of 

Quintet to breeze into boro
to honor Queens composers

Continued on Page 46
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Laptop time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 
353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & 
Me — Meet other moms and 
help your little ones socialize 
and play with other children. 

Chabad of Long Island City 
provides mommies and their 
babies, ages newborn to 4, 
with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Wreck-It Ralph in 3D — From 
Walt Disney’s Animation studios 
comes the arcade game-
hopping journey in 3D. Wreck 
it Ralph longs to be as beloved 
as his games’ good guy Fix-It 
Felix, but nobody ever loves the 
bad guy.
When: Friday, March 22, 5 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

March for the Earth — 
Celebrate the vernal equinox 
and help out at the gardens, 
followed by a march to the 
Flushing Meadows-Corona Park 
Unisphere.
When: March 23, 10 am–1 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296; www.
queensbotanical.org

Skate Day — Design your own 
skateboard, experiment with 
ramps and learn about the basics.
When: March 23, Noon to 4 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

Hatched: Tree House Shakers 
— An introduction of theater 
to the youngest audiences; 
life on the farm with chicks, 
roosters, and dancing chicks. 
Told through puppets, dance 
and music.
When: March 24, 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Webiste: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

What a great time at 
the theater!  Weeks later 
I’m still on a high after see-
ing the revival of “Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Wolff?”, 
Edward Albee’s  master-
work, at the Booth Theatre, 
its limited run now ended. A 
production of the acclaimed 
Chicago-based Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company, the cast 
was led by Tracy Letts and 
Amy Morton as George 
and Martha, complemented 

by Carrie Coon and Madi-

son Dirks as Honey and 
Nick. All brilliant — I’ve 
seldom, if ever, seen any 
better.

But perhaps major 
credit should go to director 
Pam MacKinnon whose 
vision of the play made 
its three hours riveting. 
MacKinnon recently won 
awards for her direction of 
“Clybourne Park,” and is an 
alumna of the Lincoln Cen-
ter Directors Lab and the 
Drama League. Although 
the average theatergoer 
can appreciate the qual-
ity of a play and the actors 
who perform it, the crucial 
contribution of the director 
may often go unnoticed.

With this in mind, I 

asked one of my top direc-
tors for The Outrageous 
Fortune Company to offer 
some guidance as to what 
a good director does. Rod-

ney Hakim has credits as 
stand-up comic, actor, writ-
er, producer, acting coach 
and Shakespeare expert.  I 
know him best as the direc-
tor of “Frozen,” by Bryony 

Lavery, and “Shining City,” 
by Conor McPherson, two 
very challenging dramas 
both successfully realized.

Rodney has been 
pretty much inactive in 
showbiz in recent years – 
marriage and the birth of 
a daughter will do that. He 
grew up in Richmond Hill 
and Kew Gardens, now 
lives on Long Island, and 
works in midtown Manhat-
tan in the family Oriental 
rug business.

“My focus with direct-
ing has been a combination 

of script analysis, impro-
visation, experimentation, 
and character work with 
the actors,” said Hakim. “I 
like to dive headlong into 
the text, to understand the 
specific world of the play, to 
determine what the charac-
ters are saying and doing, 
what is said and not said. I 
spend a lot of time with the 
actors discussing who the 
characters are, how they 
relate to each other and the 
reasons they do what they 

do.
“Although I have my 

own ideas as to what a play 
should look and sound like, 
I enjoy a collaborative pro-
cess with the actors as we 
try out different ideas and 
choices, soliciting different 
opinions and insights. My 
goal is to capture the real-
ity of each moment of the 
play as fully as possible.”

 Hakim admits to be-
ing “notorious for lengthy 
rehearsals, for giving ex-
tensive notes to the actors 
throughout the run of the 
play and for painstaking at-
tention to detail.” Nonethe-
less, he says the actors enjoy 
working with him, since he 
tends to coax strong perfor-
mances out of them.

“One of my favorite bits 
of advice to actors,” said 
Hakim, “is from a fantas-
tic book, ‘Audition,’ by Mi-

chael Shurtleff, in which 

he talks about finding the 
love between the charac-
ters, even when they seem 
to dislike one another.”

So next time you see a 
play, don’t just wonder how 
the actors learned all their 
lines. There’s a lot more to 
it than that. And although 
Hakim didn’t mention it, 
casting the right actors 
best suited for the available 
roles is crucial.

Mark your calendar 
for March 27 – it’s World 
Theatre Day, initiated in 
1961.  Find out about it at 
www.world-theatre-day.
org.  In the words of British 
actress Judi Dench, “every 
day should be considered 
a theater day, as we have a 
responsibility to continue 
the tradition to entertain, 
to educate and to enlighten 
our audiences.”

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Director gives insight into what it takes to stage a play

RODNEY HAKIM 
Photo courtesy Rodney Hakim

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 45

Theater splendor born from 
others besides actors
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Answers in Sports

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 4.22.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 4.22.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 4.22.13

3/
22
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3 
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BY NORM HARRIS

The homage to two jazz 
giants at Flushing Town 
Hall Saturday was named: 
“Bix Beiderbeck and Louis 
Armstrong back home 
again in Queens.”

Both artists played, 
lived and died while living 
in Queens. The influential 
musicians have been de-
scribed by trumpeter Ran-
dy Sandke as “perhaps the 
first great soloists in jazz.”

Sandke, a renowned 
Beiderbeck scholar, said 
“Satchmo and Bix met first 
as teenagers while working 
on riverboats in 1920. They 
met several times later dur-
ing their early careers,” 
and in 1928 “Armstrong 
stated that he had been dig-
ging Bix’s playing in small 
combos.”

During the program, 
Sandke noted that “Bix and 
Louis were trailblazers not 
only in music but in human 
relations as well” and that 
both were born of different 
circumstances with their 
music communicating dif-
ferent sensibilities.  Yet he 
pointed out that the two 

men from dissimilar back-
grounds showed that jazz 
could incorporate signifi-
cantly different approaches 
without compromising its 
soul and vitality.

The question-and-
answer period during the 
evening’s concert was ex-
ceptionally informative 
as Sandke and members 
of the audience represent-

ing the Queens-based “Bix 
Beiderbeck Jazz Society 
and the Sydney Bichet Jazz 
Society” exchanged little 
known tidbits of informa-
tion and facts about Arm-
strong’s and Beiderbeck’s 
creatively rich early musi-
cal history.

The event was also a 
birthday party for Bix, who 
was born March 10, 1903.

Jazz trumpet legends 
return home to Queens

(Clockwise from top l.) The Randy Sandke Quintet of Sandke on 
trumpet; clarinetist Dan Levinson; trombonist Harvey Tibbs; Marks 
Shane on piano; Vince Giardano tripling on bass sax, double acous-
tic bass and tuba; and radio personality and renowned drummer 
Kenny “the Jazz Maniac” Washington jam on the last and seventh 
Armstrong composition, “Swing that Music”; Sandke (r.) and the 
new Flushing Town Hall deputy director, Sami Abu Shumays, hold 
the special “Bix Beiderbeck” cake, one of two large cakes with the 
image of Bix on it brought out on stage during intermission to cel-
ebrate Beiderbeck’s birthday; Sandke plays the opening selection, 
“Jazz Band Ball,” a Biz Beiderbeck original tune and one of 16 com-
positions delivered in two sets for the audience in attendance at 
Flushing Town Hall. Photos by Norm Harris
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Appetizers
Baked Brie with Cherries and Thyme 10.95

Pan Seared Scallops with Apple Onion Marmalade and Bacon 12.95
Crostini with Mushrooms Prosciutto and Bleu Cheese 10.95

Celebrate Easter with Austin’s!
718–849–3939

Easter Dinner Menu

Order Your Easter Dinner to Go!
Please Place Your Orders by Tuesday, March 26th

Soup
Carrot with Toasted Almond 5.95/6.95

Salad
Baby Spinach Bleu Cheese, Strawberries, Red Onion,

Grape Tomatoes and Bacon 10.95

Entrees
Pepper Corn Encrusted Shell Steak melted Goat cheese 29.95

Fried Onions and Balsamic Vinaigrette
Seafood Stuffed Fillet of Sole Cornbread stuffing 25.95

With a Crawfish Cream Sauce
Crispy Duck Breast with Pear and Green Pepper Corn Sauce 25.95

Buttermilk Fried Catfish with Jambalaya Cake and Remoulade 23.95
Bacon Wrapped Maple Pork Loin 24.95

Sea Scallops & Jumbo Shrimp with Angel Hair Pasta in a 26.95
Roasted Red Pepper Cream Sauce and Spinach

Seasonal Draft Beer
Samuel Adams Alpine Spring 7.00

Dessert
Carrot Apple Cupcake 5.00 

Bread and Butter Pudding 7.00 
Raspberry Mousse Cake 7.00
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Fine Waterfront Italian Dining

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718-767-3100

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Cannot be combined with any other offers or specials. One Coupon 
Per Table Per Visit. Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. Expires 4/22/13.

($60 minimum)

Brunch 
Buffet 

by the Bay!
Saturdays & Sundays, 

11am-3pm

Thursday 
Night 

Live Music!
Full Bar Serving 

All Your Favorites!

Bubblemania — Science and art 
with Casey Carle.
When: Monday, March 25, 11 
am–2 pm; Tuesday, March 26, 11 
am–2 pm; Wednesday, March 27, 
11 am–2 pm; Thursday, March 28, 
11 am–2 pm; Friday, March 29, 11 
am–2 pm & Saturday, March 30, 
11 am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Writing the Past: Memoirs of 
Simchas and Holidays — Best-
selling author, Laurie Graff, 
will be your guide to putting 
your stories down on paper, 
telling them from your unique 
point of view. Create your very 
own personal collection to be 
shared with family and friends 
for generations to come. Pre-
registration is required.
When: Fridays, 10 am, until 
Friday, March 22
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., between 
67th Avenue, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.centralqueensy.
org

Lucky Draw 2013 — a one of a 
kind art raffl e guarantees that 
each and every ticket holder 
walks home with a work of 
art! This fast-paced one night 
event offers fi rst time and 
seasoned collectors access to 
artworks by top emerging and 
established talent. All proceeds 
benefi t SculptureCenter. Order 
of selection determined by 
random drawing. The draw will 
commence with a live auction.
When: Tuesday, April 9, 6 pm:  
reception, 7:30 pm: drawing
Cost: $500 each or 3 tickets 
for $1,350
Where: 44-19 Purves St., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: Sculpture-Center.org

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Broadway Billboard — 
For Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s Broadway Billboard, 
photographer Catherine Opie 
has created a mise-en-scène 
of epic scope, drama, and 
mystery. Nature and artifi ce, 
light and darkness are just 
some of the contradictory 
elements of Opie’s image that 
create an ominous tableau for 
us to contemplate.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Each year, 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
selects artists to produce 
outdoor artworks within the 
Park. Refl ective of our time, 
these artists are making public 
sculptures that are subtly 
mysterious, visually compelling, 
and, at times, provocative.
When: Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Double Life — Presented 
through the In Practice 
Program. Double Life brings 
together a group of artists that 
share a performance-based 
approach to sculpture by re-
staging completed artworks, 
ready-made, and original self-
sampled content.
When: Through March 25

Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: Sculpture-Center.org

Black History and Sugar Cane 
Paintings 2012 — The artwork 
of Edwin Cadiz.
When: Daily, until Tuesday, 
April 2
Where: Long Island City Public 
Library, 37-44 21 St. at 43rd 
Avenue, Long Island City
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 
industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

EDUCATION

Torah Hour — Living with 
the Times. Finding relevant 
messages from the Chumash. 
A class focused on the Torah 
portions of Genesis. Learn the 
age old stories and teachings 
of our forefathers and their 
relevance to our daily lives.
When: Tuesdays at 7:30 pm
Where Chabad LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

FILM

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 42



28.  "Alas,..."
29.  Certain computer  
 message
30.  Full of  lip
32.  Liquid
35.  Washington city
36.  Armed sea creatures?
37.  Lab container
42.  Potato pancakes
43.  Tarts
44.  "And what is -- as..."
46.  California border lake
47.  Modern info holders
48.  "Great" English river
49.  Academies: Abbr.
50.  Dance for plumbers?
51.  Bit of  Windows 
 dressing?
52.  Adorable
53.  Brief  guesses?
55.  "Apple cider" gal
56.  Brazilian port

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Mar. 22-28, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Birds of a Feather

Across
11.  Test sites
5.  "A ___ Grows in 
 Brooklyn"
9.  Bottle filler?
13.  A little of  a large lot?
14.  Bigger than big
15.  Bakery treat
16.  Which came first ?
19.  Storm area
20.  Well-grounded birds?
21.  Civics, e.g.
22.  Ladder part
23.  Algonquian Indian
24.  Owns up to
27.  Like some photos
31.  "... ___ a good night!'
32.  Dog biter
33.  Italian monk
34.  Post-Thanksgiving  
 meal
38.  Fashion letters
39.  Granny's other  
 daughter
40.  Slangy greetings
41.  Mukluk material
44.  Like bright nights
45.  "Put ___ on it!"
46.  Gouge or chisel
47.  Breakfast beverage
50.  A fish that nags?
51.  A chilling idea?
54.  Fonzie's do
57.  Contents of  some urns
58.  It may get into a jamb
59.  Itsy-bitsy bit
60.  Cong. period
61.  "A Death in the 
 Family" author
62.  Washington capital?

Down
1.  Shoestring
2.  Hurting
3.  A French cheese
4.  "Hold on a ___!"
5.  All great crosswords 
 have them
6.  Accumulate, as a bill
7.  Freudian topics
8.  Always, in verse
9.  Shots on lots
10.  Broke ground?
11.  Actress Swenson
12.  Cribbage markers
15.  Pumps and clogs
17.  Whistler in the kitchen
18.  Bad place for a frog
22.  Jockey shirt material
23.  Chin indentation
24.  A.B.A. members
25.  Drench
26.  An ex of  the Donald
27.  Senator-astronaut
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31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40
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LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OLD GLORY
C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E

C O U N T S E A N C E S
S E A R R E E D S

M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 

dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

Queens with free concerts 
and workshops that feature 
various types of music and 
artists.

“It is really special for 
us to be focusing on music 
by Queens’ composers,” 
Oldham said.

Moon, who was a piano 
major at Juilliard and dis-
covered composing later 
in life, said while she is not 
performing in the concert 
herself, she loved the idea 
that the Quintet is highlight-
ing composers from Queens, 
which she called the “melt-
ing pot of the world.”

Even though she wasn’t 
familiar with all the pieces 
on the program, Moon said 
she still couldn’t help but to 
make a food analogy of the 
concert.

“Just as Queens has 
such distinctive, delicious 
cuisines, I think that this 
concert hopefully will be 
an aurally flavorful and 
satisfying experience!” 
Moon said.

Glatthorn, who grew 
up performing music the-
ater, also studied music 
theory and composition as 
well as scoring for film and 
multimedia at NYU.

“The number of mu-
sicians that Queens has 
produced is astounding,” 
Glatthorn noted. “From 
Billie Holiday to Louis 
Armstrong, Scott Joplin to 
John Williams, the list goes 
on and on. Queens is like a 
second home to me and it’s 
always such an honor to 
have my work performed in 
the borough.”

An accomplished com-
poser himself who studied 
at Juilliard and graduated 
in 1950, James Cohn wrote 
solo, chamber, choral and 
orchestral works including 
three string quartets, five 
piano sonatas and eight 
symphonies.

Among his numerous 
awards are a Queen Elisa-
beth of Belgium Prize for 
his Symphony No. 2 (pre-
miered in Brussels) and 
an A.I.D.E.M. prize for his 

Symphony No. 4 (premiered 
in Florence, Italy).

The Quintet of the 
Americas features Karla 
Moe on flute, Matt Sullivan 
on oboe, Nicholas Gallas 
on clarinet, Barbara Old-
ham on horn and Maureen 
Strenge on bassoon. The 
group currently resides in 
The Department of Music 
and Performing Arts at 
The Steinhardt School at 
New York University.

“Though we have a big 
history of touring, we love 
the people of Queens,” Old-
ham said. “Our audiences 
are really fantastic here 
and we are very proud to 
be sharing so much music 
from the rich musical heri-
tage of this borough.”

The free celebration of 
Queens Composers will take 
place in Jamaica at the Cen-
ter for Meditation Services, 
89-64 163rd St. For more in-
formation, call 718-523-6868. 
The June 16 concert at 2 p.m. 
will take place at the Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St. in Flushing.

Call 718-886-3800 or 
visit www.queensbotani-
cal.org.

Continued from Page 41

Queens Composers

$15.99

CEREMONIAL

PLATE

INCLUDES

DESSER
T!

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100
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Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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Steven Menna has 
been making pizza ever 
since he was young, but it 
was a trip to Naples in 2006 
that led him to become the 
owner of Tufino, a new As-
toria restaurant that makes 
pizza like it is done in the 
Italian city.

“Everyone loves it,” 
Menna said. “I’m really 
pleased.”

Menna, who is 30 and 
lives in Nassau County, 
opened his restaurant, at 
36-08 Ditmars Blvd., in De-
cember. Tufino specializes 
in Neapolitan-style pizza 
created in a wood-burning 
oven from Naples. Unlike 
New York-style pizza, the 
pies at Tufino are cooked at 
a higher heat for a shorter 
period of time and are nat-
urally leavened without 
yeast.

“The difference is in 
the ingredients, especially 
the dough,” Menna said. 
“It’s a much softer, slightly 
charred sourdough.”

Menna started cooking 
pizza on English muffins 

as a kid, but a trip to his 
grandparents’ home coun-

try led him to trying the 
pizza there. Since he was 

so transfixed by the taste of 
the pie and the wood-burn-

ing oven it was made in, his 
wife bought him an oven 
for his backyard. Family 
members who tried the piz-
za said it was the best they 
ever tasted.

So far, diners from As-
toria and beyond have told 
Menna the same. After six 
months of preparation, he 
opened Tufino, which is 
named after a town in the 
province of Naples where 
his grandparents are from.

“We haven’t done any 
advertising and we’re busy 
every night for dinner,” 
Menna said, “so it’s been 
good.”

Tufino’s pizzas are 
about 12 to 13 inches in 
diameter and can serve 
two people or one hungry 
person. There are about 20 
different varieties that cost 
anywhere from $9 to $16.

In addition to being a 
pizzeria, Tufino is a frig-
gitoria, serving fried food 
such as rice balls, cro-
quettes and calzones.

“I don’t know too many 
places in New York City 
you can get stuff like that,” 
Menna said, “high-quality 

stuff like that.”
The restaurant also 

serves salads, paninis, des-
serts, beer and wine, and 
the Lurisia brand Italian 
soda. Tufino does not have 
a freezer and all of the in-
gredients are fresh.

Menna said he is hop-
ing to open up additional 
locations in the future.

Menna’s father, also 
named Steve, described his 
son’s pizzas as “a work of 
art.”

“He always loved to 
cook, my son,” the elder 
Steve Menna said. “He had 
a passion for it, to make the 
best pizza in New York.”

Tufino is open from 
noon to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, noon to 
11 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and noon to 9 p.m. Sun-
day. For more information, 
visit tufinopizzeria.com.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Astorian brings Neapolitan pizza to boro
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man of the Senate’s In-
dependent Democratic 
Conference, and while he 
agreed with other borough 
Democrats that the mini-
mum wage needed to rise 
— the extra cash in the 
pockets of middle-class and 
low-wage earners would 
pump up local economies — 
he was not wild about other 
provisions in the budget 
that may call for continu-
ation  of a high-bracket in-

come tax extended in 2011 
known as the millionaire’s 
tax.

The tax, which affects 
individuals making more 
than $1 million or couples 
making more than $2 mil-
lion annually, does not 
expire until 2014, but Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo is look-
ing to extend it now so the 
debate does not occur in 
an election year, The New 
York Times reported.

“I’m not happy about 
it,” Smith said. “But when 
you look at something for 
the greater good, obviously 
the greater good here is the 

middle class of the state of 
New York.”

Smith said he pro-
motes lower taxes when-
ever possible, but in this 
situation extending the 
top-bracket tax would al-
low state income taxes to 
remain stable for the mid-
dle class.

A group of activist 
organizations, including 
Make the Road New York, 
held a sit-in at Smith’s of-
fice Wednesday afternoon 
 to protest the exclusion of 
the minimum wage infla-
tion peg.

months’ time.
“The support we have 

received from hundreds of 
working families, neigh-
borhood businesses and 
members of the labor com-
munity shows that people 
who love their city can come 
together to change it for the 
better,” Shafran said. “This 
is a strong first step toward 
the community-driven ap-
proach we are building to 
deliver the better schools, 
safer streets and stronger 
economy that middle-class 
families deserve.”

Notable contributions 
in Shafran’s campaign fi-
nance filings included the 
maximum amount of $2,750 
from Friends of Martha 
Taylor, a Democratic dis-
trict leader in the 24th As-
sembly District and vice 

chairwoman of Community 
Board 8 — his largest dona-
tion to date.

He has also received 
support from different 
labor unions, including 
Teamsters Joint Council 
16, 32BJ SEIU and UFCW 
Local 1500.

But as the Shafran 
campaign celebrated reach-
ing the maximum thresh-
old in public matching 
funds, Halloran contended 
that his potential oppo-
nent had raised most of his 
money from donors outside 
the northeast Queens 19th 
Council District. Records 
showed Shafran received 
campaign contributions 
from a total of 73 donors in-
side the district — two less 
than the 75 needed by Au-
gust to qualify for match-
ing funds.

Shafran, who worked 
most recently as a vice 
president of public rela-

tions for Empire State De-
velopment, raised a total 
of $7,566 within the district 
and more than $51,000 out-
side the district, the board 
said. Some of his support 
came from places outside 
of the borough like Albany, 
where he has worked as a 
member of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s administration. 
Of his top 10 financial con-
tributions, four of them 
cited Queens addresses.

“Dan Halloran has 
raised the vast majority of 
his funds from the voters 
who matter most in this 
race — those who live in 
the district and who he has 
served for the last three 
years,” said Kevin Ryan, 
Halloran’s spokesman. 
“Because of his excellent 
constituent services and re-
cord, he is very well-known 
to district residents.”

Reach reporter Phil 

opment.
The area north of 

Roosevelt Avenue, current-
ly home to Citi Field and its 
parking lot, is not included 
in the federally protected 
portion of the park, mean-

ing  the Park Service has no 
authority to demand park-
land replacement should 
its use change, according to 
regulations.

The federal maps are 
not set in stone, though.

In 2011, a judge ruled 
that the Park Service act-
ed outside of its authority 
when it de-mapped a ware-
house in Brooklyn Bridge 

Park that was formerly 
considered federal park-
land, though the structure 
eventually made it into a 
broad agreement to develop 
the park.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Wages

Continued from Page 4

CD 19

Continued from Page 5

Park

said he hopes the limita-
tion would protect chil-
dren from the advertising 

effects of such displays, 
contending that youngsters 
who are often exposed to 
tobacco displays are more 
likely to start smoking. He 
said if the measure passes 
the City Council, New York 
would be the first city in the 

country to restrict tobacco 
displays in such a way.

The second proposal 
would aim to keep the price 
of tobacco high by cracking 
down on smuggled ciga-
rettes and prohibiting dis-
counted tobacco sales.

Continued from Page 32

Smoking

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide
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heavily on wheels to get 
around — would be the last 
borough to see the service 
on all routes by April next 
year.

“Residents in this area 
of eastern Queens, without 
ready access to the subway, 
rely on bus service to take 
them to work or impor-
tant appointments,” said 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside). “Therefore, with 
the MTA’s stated goal of 
expanding the MTA Bus 
Time program in Queens, it 
would make sense that east-
ern Queens would be given 
priority consideration.”

Avella, along with eight 
other elected officials from 
eastern Queens, signed a 
letter to acting MTA Presi-
dent Thomas Prendergast 
urging the agency to pri-

oritize the Q46 route along 
Union Turnpike as part of 
the program.

In the letter, officials 
described the route as an 
essential link between the 
eastern part of the borough 
from the subway stop at 
Kew Gardens through Kew 
Gardens Hills, Hillcrest, 
Fresh Meadows, Oakland 
Gardens, Queens Village 
and Glen Oaks.

“The Q46 should be 
the highest priority in the 
MTA’s planned expansion 
of the Bus Time program,” 
said state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing). “It 
would bring much relief to 
the transit desert of eastern 
Queens, and would connect 
communities and commut-
ers in real time. The Q46 
is a lifeline for many other 
residents and the program 
would make their lives eas-
ier and efficient.”

Officials went on to 
make their case in the let-

ter by professing the bus 
route’s importance for resi-
dents headed for Queens 
Borough Hall, Queens Gen-
eral Hospital, St. John’s 
University, Creedmoor 
State Hospital and Long Is-
land Jewish Hospital.

“The Q46 runs through 
the heart of Queens and 
connects with many im-
portant transit centers,” 
said U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing). “Bus Time 
would be a major benefit to 
the hardworking riders of 
the Q46.”

As of this week, the 
Bus Time pilot program 
had reached more than 
100 routes but was readily 
available for only the Q50 
route in Queens, which goes 
from Flushing through Co-
op City and Pelham Bay in 
the Bronx.

So while the MTA con-
tinues to make the pilot pro-
gram available throughout 
the city, northeast Queens 

officials said their borough 
was demanding any help it 
could get.

Other elected officials 
who also signed the letter 
included Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach), 
City Councilman Jim 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Assemblyman Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Flushing), As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens).

The Bus Time program 
was designed to alert riders 
to the status of their com-
mutes in real time, the MTA 
said, with the locations of 
different buses available on 
the Web, by text message 
or via smartphone. It was 
launched in January with 
its first routes in Staten Is-
land, the MTA said.

ability to fulfill the wishes 
of planning for Willets 
Point,” said Jesse Masyr, a 
land use attorney working 
for the Queens Develop-
ment Group. “And it starts, 
most importantly, with the 
cleanup of 23 contaminated 
acres.”

The development group 
is comprised of real estate 
magnate Stephen Ross’ Re-
lated Cos. and the owners of 
the New York Mets’ devel-
opment arm, Sterling Equi-
ties, a partnership which 
won a bidding process with 
the city last year.

The application will 
first head to Community 
Board 7, probably next 
month, then to the borough 
president’s desk before 
landing back at the City 
Planning Commission — 
all for an advisory opinion.

Then the developers 
project the application will 
be brought before the City 
Council in the fall, which 
will have the deciding say 
on whether to grant several 
zoning changes to the Wil-
lets Point Special District 
to allow the project to break 
ground.

The application al-
ready went though the pub-

lic review process before it 
was approved by the City 
Council in 2008, but be-
cause several changes were 
made by the development 
partners in their winning 
proposal, including the 
addition of a 1.4 million-
square-foot mall proposed 
for the Citi Field parking 
lot, which is technically 
parkland, the modified 
plan must go through the 
process again.

Michael Rikon is an 
environmental lawyer for 
Willets Point United, a 
group opposed to the project 
and the use of eminent do-
main — a process whereby 
the city takes land by legal 
edict for the public good.

Rikon, who disagrees 
with the city and a Supreme 
Court ruling that economic 
development projects like 
the Willets Point Redevel-
opment constitute a public 

good, said the review pro-
cess will shape up to be 
contentious.

“Today’s announce-
ment means we have an-
other battle on our hands,” 
he said.

That fight is appar-
ent in a document called 
an environmental impact 
statement posted online by 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp., which shows 
130  comments, mostly nega-
tive criticisms, that were 
raised at a public hearing 
and subsequent public com-
ment period in the fall. The 
comments deal with issues 
including developing the 
project on parkland and 
traffic concerns, and each 
is paired with a response 
from the EDC, though the 
corporation only answered 
questions that dealt specifi-
cally with how the project 
would affect the environ-

ment, and declined to ad-
dress many other gripes.

“This marks a criti-
cal step towards beginning 
the long-needed cleanup of 
toxic land in Willets Point 
that for years has damaged 
the waterfront and been a 
blight on the community,” 
EDC said in a statement. 
“Investing in infrastruc-
ture and laying the ground-
work for private invest-
ment have been a signature 
of Mayor Bloomberg’s eco-
nomic development strat-
egy — bringing jobs and 
investment to all five bor-
oughs.”

The development part-
nership rolled out a new 
website Monday, newwillet-
spointqueens.com, which 
associates the environmen-
tal cleanup and jobs with 
the project.

documented in news re-
ports from previous events. 

Kalousdian and her 
mother were forced into 
servitude for a member of 
the Turkish government 
before fleeing to Aleppo, 
Syria, and later leaving for 
America. Kechejian even-
tually moved to New Jersey 
where she and her husband 
sent three children to col-
lege.

But firsthand knowl-
edge is hard to top, espe-

cially because the existence 
of the genocide remains a 
highly controversial issue. 
Both New York City and the 
state have formally recog-
nized it, but the U.S. House 
of Representatives has not, 
although the Armenian 
community hopes that will 
change.

On April 21, it will 
hold a 98th anniversary 
commemoration in Man-
hattan to keep pushing the 
subject.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

elected officials said, was 
getting the agency on the 
record with the residents of 
northeast Queens.

“What they were show-
ing us was not new,” Braun-
stein said. “I think what we 
did do was put pressure on 
the FAA to find out why 
they didn’t make efforts to 
communicate with the com-
munity and lay the ground-
work for legal action.”

An entire class of 
CUNY law students, under 
the guidance of professor 
Rebecca Bratspies, attend-
ed the meeting    because 
it has undertaken the FAA 
fight as  its spring project.

When addressing FAA 
reps, Bratspies raised the 
same suspicion that Avella, 
Braunstein and several 
others had, suggesting the 
noise stemmed from the 
airline industry’s influ-
ence on increasing traffic 
and profits. FAA reps, in-
cluding Eastern Regional 
Administrator Carmine 
Gallo, consistently denied 
that claim and said the ul-
timate goal was to reduce 
delays and fuel costs.

“The FAA’s responsi-
bility is the safe, efficient 
and secure operation of air-
craft,” Gallo said. “We don’t 
make any money from the 
airlines. I’m a federal em-
ployee and we are here to 
service the federal govern-
ment, the Department of 
Transportation, as well as 

the White House.”
Gallo said the concerns 

over flight noise came from 
an official FAA testing 
period from February to 
August of last year so the 
agency could gather data. 
During that testing period, 
Gallo said the FAA used the 
Tnnis — pronounced “ten-
nis” — Climb departure 
path, which stretches over 
northeast Queens, to test 
a new satellite navigation 
system known as NextGen 
so planes follow a tighter 
path and become more pre-
dictable.

Much to the commu-
nity’s dismay, the agency 
admitted in previous meet-
ings with borough officials 
that there were no adverse 
effects from the test, freeing 
themselves from the task of 
soliciting local input.

“We never anticipated 
during the test the impact 
that it would have on the 
community,” Gallo said.

Nonetheless, Avella 
said northeast Queens was 
finally heard in ways it 
should have been before 
any changes were ever 
implemented, setting the 
stage for future meetings 
with the FAA and challeng-
ing the agency to what he 
consistently referred to as 
the fight of its life.

“We have been taken 
for granted, and that’s go-
ing to stop,” Avella said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Willets Pt.

Developers for the Willets Point mixed-use project hope to begin cleaning toxic soil on the proposed 
site by next February. Image courtesy NYCEDC
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Scholars Academy 
celebrated more than a 
city championship when 
it charged the court at St. 
Francis College.

The top-seeded Sea-
wolves, won their third 
straight PSAL Class B 
girls’ basketball crown 58-
35 over No. 18 and division 
rival Jamaica Sunday. 
They did so representing 
themselves, their school 
and the resilient nature of 
the Rockaway community, 
which was devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy.

“It was such a situa-
tion with Sandy,” sopho-
more Emma Michaels 
said. “Rockaway, we were 
hit really, really hard.”

The Scholars play-
ers were displaced from 
their homes and forced to 
travel to William Maxwell 
in Brooklyn in the months 
following the storm after 
their own school was se-
verely damaged. The Sea-

wolves’ season began with 
their having to postpone 
their first six games and 
play up to three games a 
week. The girls just pushed 
through.

“Since most of us were 
relocated, our school was 
relocated, it was hard to 
practice together and have 
a stable environment,” 
said junior Jessica Glaz, 

who scored 19 points and 
earned MVP honors. “It 
feels great and it’s really 
awesome to win for Rock-
away.”

Scholars Coach Jeff 
Attard, who along with 
John Coscia and Kerri 
Hubbard replaced Janet 
Kleiner before the playoffs, 
believes this team has a 
never-say-die attitude and 
closeness that shows on 
the court. It was apparent 
during a game-changing 
18-2 run during the second 
and third quarters.

The spurt, highlight-
ed by ball movement and 
hot shooting, pushed a six-
point advantage to 35-13 
with six minutes left in the 
third quarter. Michaels 
scored 15 points and Tay-
lor Gallagher added 11 for 
Scholars, which advances 
to face CHSAA winner 
Cardinal O’Hara (Buffalo) 
in the state Federation 
semifinals at the Times 
Union Center in Albany 
March 23.

“They have such a 
chemistry; that’s hard to 
teach,” Attard said.

Albany is where Schol-
ars (28-0) wants to take its 
success to the next level. 
The Seawolves are winless 
in their two Federation 
tournament games, and 
they would like to change 
that.

“We know how to play 
together,” Glaz said. “We 
are confident we will do 
great.”

Just making it to the 
title game brought Ja-
maica (16-6), who was led 
by Laquasia Berry’s 19 
points, to where it’s nev-
er been before. Beavers 
Coach Stephen Heiss knew 
beating Scholars was a tall 
task, but was pleased with 
what his team achieved.

“We had a nice run 
to get here,” Heiss said. 
“It’s disappointing not to 
be able to finish it off, but 
Scholars is a great team.”

Scholars scores championship
Resilient Rockaway team wins third-straight PSAL ‘B’ crown

Scholars Academy players and coaches show off their PSAL girls’ basketball “B” championship trophy and banner. 
Photo by William Thomas

BY MIKE MORTON
 
Inside the John Ad-

ams’ locker room prior to 
the PSAL A division cham-
pionship game, someone 
scribbled a simple mes-
sage on the blackboard: 
“Play defense and you’ll 
be city champions.” That’s 
exactly what the Spartans 
boys’ basketball team did 
against McKee/Staten Is-
land Tech Sunday in the fi-
nal at St. Francis College.

No. 13-seeded John 
Adams came out and 
played excellent defense, 
holding the No. 7 Seagulls 
to just 19 points through 
the first three quarters, on 
their way to a 52-48 victory 
and the school’s first PSAL 
A division championship.

“There’s a goal at the 
end, and this is it,” said 
12th-year Adams Coach 
James Pitman, who said 
the feeling of winning this 
championship falls sec-
ond only to the moment he 
married his wife.

MSIT (20-11) didn’t 
go down without a fight. 
Through three quarters, 
the Spartans (24-5) led 35-
19, and it appeared to be 
all but over. That’s when 
MSIT got hot. The Seagulls 
scored 29 points in the 
fourth quarter, cutting a 

19-point Adams lead in the 
first minute of the final 
frame to just three with 9.1 
seconds remaining.

“They started hitting 
big shots, but that’s what 
you expect in a champion-
ship game,” said Spartan 
senior Markell French, 
who scored 13 points. “It’s 
never going to be a blow-
out. It’s going to be a close 
game every champion-
ship.”

With just 2.9 seconds 
remaining, senior Paul 
Johnson hit a free throw 
to make it a four-point, 
two-possession game, 
sealing the victory for the 
Spartans. Johnson’s lead-
ership and team-high 18 
points, including nine in 
the fourth quarter, helped 
lead Adams to victory.

“They forced us to 
throw a lot of turnovers, 
so we just had to gain our 
composure back, get back 
in the game, mentally and 
physically,” he said. “We 
were able to do that, get to 
the free throw line, and we 
won.”

MSIT senior Osa 
Izevbuw, who scored a 
game-high 26 points, 
scored 15 points in the 
fourth quarter after strug-
gling to find his shot in 

Adams tops Seagulls 
for PSAL city title

John Adams celebrates its PSAL Class B championship. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on Page 52Scholars Academy’s Jessica 
Glaz goes in for a layup. 

Photo by William Thomas
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Jordan Fuchs’ mem-

ory of his last trip to the 
state Federation tourna-
ment is not pleasant. It 
is one he so desperately 
wants to replace.

The Christ the King 
forward was a sophomore 
back in 2011 when the Roy-
als boys’ basketball team 
lost in overtime to Mount 
Vernon in the final. Fuchs 
called the post-game lock-
er room horrible, filled 
with seniors crying long 
after the defeat.

“I don’t want that feel-
ing,” he said. “It makes me 
want to win so bad. I hate 
that.”

Wanting their season 
to end in celebration has 
helped build the team’s 
strong chemistry and en-
abled Christ the King to 
get this far, according to 

senior guard Jon Severe. 
Last year’s season ended 
with the CHSAA intersec-
tional quarterfinals, well 
short of Albany and a Fed-
eration title.

“Nobody wants to 
lose,” Severe said. “Now 
everybody knows what 
they have to do to win.”

The Royals (25-3) head 
upstate with a balanced 
and versatile roster trying 
to win their first Federa-
tion title since 2010. They 
face Bishop Kearney (Sec-
tion V) in the Class AA 
semifinals at 6:45 p.m. 
Friday at the Times Union 
Center.

CK has its stars in 
Severe, Fuchs and point 
guard Malik Harmon, 
who verbally committed 
to St. Francis (Pa.). Center 
Adonis Delarosa has come 
on as a major factor in the 
post season.

Even with all of that 
talent, it’s been the Christ 
the King role players, such 

as Isaiah Cosbert, Andre 
Walker and the emergence 
of freshman Rawle Alkins, 
that has gotten them here. 
Cosbert hit the biggest 
shots, two three-pointers, 
in the city championship 
game win over Bishop 
Loughlin.

“All our guards can 
shoot it from the outside 
and penetrate,” Harmon 
said. “Then we have bigs 
who can finish, rebound 
and we have a lot of bench 
players who can do ev-
erything. We have a lot of 
pieces.”

If all the pieces fit in 
place this weekend, the 
group of Royals can join 
elite company at the Mid-
dle Village school. Coach 
Joe Arbitello kept remind-
ing his team that only two 
Christ the King squads 
have ever won a Federa-
tion title.

“To be one of the most 
elite teams in Christ the 
King history is a tremen-
dous accomplishment,” 
Arbitello said. “You are 
talking about some great 
players who do not have a 
state championship.”

This team wants to 
be in the more hallowed 
group by finishing what 
it started from when the 
season began. Christ the 
King has proven to be one 
of best teams in the area 
at closing out opponents. 
Now the players want to 
end the season the right 
way and enjoy what comes 
with winning.

Fuchs points to a pho-
to of the 1989 Federation ti-
tle team behind one of the 
baskets in the Christ the 
King gym. He then looks 
at the 2010 team pictured 
on the other end.

“I want one of those,” 

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

2-
28

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Christ the King sets sights on Federation playoffs
the first half. Izevbuw’s 
shooting touch was con-
tagious in the fourth, as 
the Seagulls suddenly saw 
their shots dropping.

“Osa, he was tough,” 
Johnson said. “He was 
good. We knew coming in 
it was going to be hard to 
guard him. First half we 
did a good job, second half 
he came out hitting a lot of 
his shots.”

Izevbuw was guarded 
by a collection of Spartan 
seniors. One of the seniors 
who saw extensive time on 
Izevbuw was Ahmed Kone, 
who held the Seagulls for-
ward to just seven points 
in the first half.

“We had to lock him 
up,” said Kone, who scored 
14 points and was named 
the game’s MVP. “That 
was about it.”

Continued from Page 51

Adams

Jordan Fuchs takes a jump 
shot during the CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional semifi-
nal earlier this season. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Jack Curran set an 
extraordinary example of 
how to live a meaningful 
life that impacted many in 
a positive way.

The legendary Arch-
bishop Molloy coach, who 
died in his sleep at age 82 
March 14, never left the 
bench, never lost the re-
spect of his peers and will 
forever be revered by ev-
eryone who came in con-
tact with him.

“I was in his office 
before with Mike and no-
body wanted to sit in his 
chair,” Molloy assistant 
basketball Coach Fran 
Leary said, referring to 
the school’s athletic direc-
tor, Mike McCleary.

That’s the kind of re-

spect 55 years of coaching 
at the same school, 2,680 
combined baseball and 
basketball wins, 22 total 
city titles and a lifetime of 
helping people get you.

“He was a mentor to 
many players and coach-
es,” St. Francis Prep base-
ball Coach Brother Rob-
ert Kent said. “He was a 
rock.”

Everyone was treated 
equally, from stars to the 
last kid on the bench. If a 
young person, whether a 
student at Molloy or not, 
needed help finding a col-
lege or a job later in life, 
Curran was always will-
ing to pick up the phone.

“He was like a one-
man employment agency,” 
close friend and basketball 
talent evaluator Tom Kon-
chalski said.

Curran was the stan-
dard to which all the other 
CHSAA coaches aspired, 
Xaverian boys’ basketball 
Coach Jack Alesi said. It 

was one they could never 
meet, just hope to emu-
late.

What made Curran 
great was not only his as-
tute fundamental under-
standing of the sports he 
coached, but also his in-
nate feel for people. Broth-

er James Vagan, his base-
ball assistant coach since 
1986, said Curran didn’t 
like cutting players for a 
reason.

“He had the unique 
ability to look at a kid and 
see something in him that 
other people couldn’t see,” 

Vagan said. “He’d say, 
‘Maybe in another year 
he will be a player for us.’ 
More often then not it hap-
pened.”

It was that qual-
ity which drew players 
to Curran. He instilled a 
confidence in them that re-

mained throughout their 
lives. There was always 
a gathering of the night’s 
alumni in Curran’s office 
after Molloy basketball 
games. He usually sat at 
his desk smiling, cracking 
a few jokes and making 
dinner plans.

Curran battled kid-
ney failure, cancer multi-
ple times and was in rehab 
after a broken kneecap to 
stay in that seat where no 
one should ever sit again. 
He never showed any signs 
of slowing down or even 
wanting to.

“Everyone expected 
him to live forever,” said 
senior baseball captain 
Chris Piteo.

The man who sat at 
that desk for 55 years is no 
longer there — a huge loss 
for the New York City high 
school community. What 
is not lost is the wisdom 
and lessons he passed on 
from that seat. Those re-
main forever.

Jack Curran set standard to which all aspired 
Archbishop Molloy coach’s wisdom and messages remain after legendary coach dies at age 82

Coach Jack Curran is joined by his first team at Archbishop Molloy High School in 1958. 
Photo courtesy Archbishop Molloy High School
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A fourth-straight trip 

to the NCAA tournament 
was never a sure thing for 
the St. John’s women’s bas-
ketball team.

The Red Storm lost a 
heartbreaker to the Uni-
versity of Connecticut at 
home in early February, 
fell to .500 overall and 
projected outside the field 
of 64. That didn’t sit well 
with the seniors who them-
selves had never missed 
an appearance at the Big 
Dance and had  reached 
the program’s first Sweet 
Sixteen a year ago.

“We didn’t want to 
come out our senior year 
and not make it again,” 
said senior point guard 
Nadirah McKenith.

St. John’s quickly 
turned things around and 
closed the regular season 
hot. It won eight of its last 

10 games and did enough 
to get them back into the 
big dance. The No. 10-seed-
ed Red Storm hosts No. 7 
Dayton in the first round 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday at Car-
nesecca Arena.

A victory earns them 
a match-up with the win-
ner of No. 2 Kentucky and 
No. 15 Navy in the second 
round. The adversity St. 
John’s faced, including 
losing guard Eugenia 
McPherson for the season 
to a torn ACL, made this 
trip even sweeter.

“This might have 
been the best one because 
we were down and no one 
had us going to the tourna-
ment,” senior wing Shen-
neika Smith said. “This is 
the most satisfying one.”

The Red Storm (18-12) 
will have a lot working in 
its favor. First, it will get to 
play at home with the sup-
port of family and friends. 

Carnesecca Arena was 
named a site before the 
season began. Second, St. 
John’s believes it can do 
some damage if it plays its 
brand of basketball. It lost 
to No. 1-seeded UConn, No. 
3 UCLA, No. 6 Delaware 
and No. 7 Syracuse by a 
combined 11 points.

“It makes us feel like 
we’re a dangerous team,” 
McKenith said.

Dayton will be a tall 
task. The Flyers finished 
27-2, won an undefeated 
Atlantic-10 regular season 
title before being upset in 
the title game. Dayton av-
erages four players in dou-
ble figures and has a size 
on the front line.

First-year head Coach 
Joe Tartamella, who took 
over for Kim Barnes Ari-
co, spoke about how proud 
he was of the team just for 
getting back to the NCAA 
tournament. He doesn’t 

want this group, especially 
its seniors, to stop there.

“They should go out by 
getting another win or two 
and get us out of there,” 
Tartamella said. “I’d like 
them to go out winners on 
their home courts.”

Red Storm men win 

NIT opener: Sir’Dominic 
Pointer beat the buzzer 
with a fall-away jumper 
from the left corner to give 

St. John’s a 63-61 comeback 
win over host St. Joseph’s 
University in the opening 
round of the NIT Tuesday 
night.

The victory ends the 
No. 5-seeded Red Storm’s 
five-game losing streak 
and earns them a trip to 
face No. 1 seed Virginia in 
the second round at a date 
and time to be determined. 
The Johnnies (17-15), who 

trailed by 12 at the half, 
didn’t lead until there was 
less than 3:00 to play in 
the game, outscoring the 
No. 4 Hawks 37-29 after the 
break.

Pointer scored 15 
points and grabbed seven 
rebounds and JaKarr 
Sampson had 16 points for 
St. John’s. Chris Jones tal-
lied 21 points to pace St. 
Joseph’s (18-14).
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St. John’s women earn fourth straight NCAA berth

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Jasmine Nwajei made 

the most of her second 
chance, allowing Murry 
Bergtraum’s incredible 
string of PSAL city titles 
to continue.

The Rockaway Park 
native, who transferred 
to the lower Manhattan 
school from Mary Louis 
last February, had just 
missed two free throws af-
ter South Shore trimmed 
what was a 16-point Berg-
traum halftime lead to 2 
with less than two minutes 
to play.

But the Wagner Col-
lege-bound guard got an-
other opportunity to put 
the contest away, this time 
making both free throws. 
The Lady Blazers held 
on for a 48-43 win in the 
PSAL Class AA girls’ bas-
ketball final at Madison 
Square Garden Saturday 
morning. It’s Bergtraum’s 
15th-straight city title 

and earns it a date with 
CHSAA winner Bishop 
Ford at 5:30 p.m. Friday in 
the state Federation semi-
finals in Albany.

“I figured I had to 
make these two because 
in order to get the win we 
don’t want them to get the 
next basket and play from 
behind,” Nwajei said.

She scored a game-
high 16 points and grabbed 
five rebounds. She ad-
mitted to being a little 
nervous before her first 
game at Madison Square 
Garden. Nwajei said she 
didn’t know much about 
Bergtraum until joining 
the team. Her focus was on 
the Catholic schools dur-
ing her three seasons at 
Mary Louis.

“I didn’t pay too much 
attention to the PSAL,” 
Nwajei said. “I played a 
coupla games and I see 
what it’s all about now.”

This season was about 
putting egos aside for 

Nwajei and her talented 
backcourt mates, Truman 
transfer Joella Gibson 
and Ashanae McLaugh-
lin, who combined for 46 
points. Nwajei said early it 
looked like they were play-
ing for themselves as indi-
viduals. By January, they 
put all that aside because 
of their desire to keep the 
streak going.

“By the end of the 
season, we started play-
ing more together,” Nwajei 
said.

McLaughlin went to 
the free throw line and 
gave Nwajei a big hug after 
she made the first of two 
free throws to seal things 
and told her to “end this.” 
Nwajei lets out a big smile. 
It was at that moment she 
let it all sink in: the Gar-
den, the title and trip to the 
Federation tournament.

“I was definitely en-
joying it,” Nwajei said. 
“The time was low and we 
were winning the game.”

Rockaway’s Jasmine Nwajei 
helps Bergtraum win city title
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“If you really watched Jack 
he was as good a coach at 
80 as he was at 50,” 

– Xaverian coach 

Jack Alesi

“He made an everlasting 
impression, not merely on 
the athletes of Molloy, but 
on every student, past and 
present, who has walked 
through its doors” 

– State Sen. Joseph 

Addabbo

“He really was a soldier 
these last couple of years, 
just a tough, tough guy. 
When you look around the 
league there are less and 
less guys like Jack Curran 
around.” 
– St. Francis Prep Coach 

Tim Leary 

lead Molloy to the CHSAA 
city title in basketball and 
baseball in 1969, 1973, 1974 
and 1987, a feat that is still 
unmatched. 

Curran coached for-
mer NBA players Kenny 
Anderson, Kenny Smith, 
Brian Winters, Kevin 
Joyce, Robert Werdann 

and Sundiata Gaines. Cur-
rent Louisville basketball 
star Russ Smith and New 
York Mets outfielder Mike 
Baxter also played for Cur-
ran.

His teachings went be-
yond sports, truly shaping 
himself and his legacy.

“He taught me a lot 
about not only the game of 
baseball, but of life,” for-
mer Molloy pitcher Jona-
than Roman said. “He gave 
me his confidence and al-

lowed me to work with it.”
John Sikiric, a former 

playing in both sports, 
said a friend of his had his 
baseball career ended by 
Molloy in the playoffs and 
broke down crying. The 
first person to console him 
was Curran. 

“He helped everyone 
and anyone if he could,” 
Sikiric said. “That was 
who coach was, truly a 
great person.”     

WE’RE
HERE TO 

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

Continued from Page 9

Curran

Continued from Page 9

Homage

Family Focus Adoption Services hosts 
free bi-monthly information meetings for 
families interested in adoption at its office 

in Little Neck.
No reservation is necessary. For more 

information, call 718-224-1919.

Adoption agency offers free information meetings
SEAWORLD COMES TO ASTORIA
A bottlenose dolphin peeks its head out of the water of the East River near Shore Boulevard 
in Astoria. The mammal delighted Astoria Park goers with its appearance. See more photos 
at www.timesledger.com. Photo by Christina Santucci
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For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Monday-Saturday 12:30PM-5:30PM

SUNDAY APRIL 28 • 3PM

FRIDAY APRIL 19SATURDAY APRIL 6 • 7PM SUNDAY APRIL 14 • 7PM

FRI. & SAT. APRIL 26 & 27 FRIDAY MAY 3WEDNESDAY MAY 1

SUNDAY MAY 5 • 7PMSATURDAY MAY 4 THUR. MAY 30 • 2nd Show 9:45PMFRI. & SAT. MAY 17 & 18

SATURDAY JUNE 22 • 7PMFRIDAY JUNE 14 SUNDAY AUGUST 4 • 3 & 7PMSUNDAY JULY 14 • 3PM

SAT. APRIL 20 • 2 & 8PM

BEACH BOYS
THURS., APRIL 4

CHICAGO
2 SHOWSSAT. & SUN. MAY 25 & 26

3rd Show Added by Popular Demand! 2 SHOWS!

PETER RABBIT
Sat. March 30 • 11AM

POPOVICH COMEDY PET THEATER
Saturday May 11 • 1PM


