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BY PHIL CORSO

Drivers in northeast Queens 
asked the city Department of 
Transportation to put the brakes 
on an impending slow zone in Au-
burndale.

Due to be completed by the 
summer, the new slow zone will 
run from Francis Lewis Boule-
vard to the Clearview Express-
way and from Northern Boule-
vard to 35th Avenue and reduce 
the speed from 30 mph to 20 mph, 

the DOT said.
And despite the ongoing ef-

forts of civic leaders, including 
the Auburndale Improvement As-
sociation, some said they wanted 
a more effective fix.

“The currently approved 

slow zones have proven to be un-
enforceable by the police as well 
as an unsightly mess,” said Carol 
Ricci, of Bayside. “There is less 
parking, the boxes are all over the 
street like debris, and the humps 

Continued on Page 54

City OKs Auburndale slow zone
Community commits to keeping close watch on how new signs affect traffi c fl ow

Women’s center 
secures its spot 
at Fort Totten

BY PHIL CORSO

After nearly a decade of deal-
ing with money, meetings and 
management, the Center for the 
Women of New York’s journey 
back to Fort Totten was given the 
stamp of approval and may relo-
cate by next year.

Ann Jawin, CWNY presi-
dent, said her patience was vali-
dated when the center learned the 
state Dormitory Authority had 
approved renovations for the his-
toric landmark in Bayside, mark-

Continued on Page 54
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HOISTING THE AFIKOMEN

Harriet Peaceman lifts a plate of three matzos in the air during a Passover Seder at the Jewish Center of Oak Hills. Members of the Temple Solom were invited 
to share in ritual meal, which commemorates the flight of the Israelites out of Egypt. Photo by Christina Santucci
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H Mart slated to open 
in Bayside by summer

BY PHIL CORSO

A banner on top of Bayside’s 
former Waldbaum’s supermarket 
has publicized the incoming H 
Mart for months, and the trans-
formation should be complete by 
the summer, the grocery chain 
said.

Although community lead-
ers  expected the switch from 
Waldbaum’s to H Mart to happen 
earlier since the former closed its 
doors in June, a spokesman for H 
Mart said the new Korean market 
will be worth the wait.

See story on Page 2
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BY PHIL CORSO

It may be months later 
than anticipated, but Ko-
rean supermarket H Mart 
should be stocked and 
ready to open in Bayside by 
the summer, a spokesman 
for the chain said.

The grocery store 
signed on to replace the for-
mer Waldbaum’s near the 
intersection of 47th Avenue 
and Francis Lewis Boule-
vard last year and should 
open its doors by July.

“The people at our 
headquarters found out 
about the new location ear-
ly this year,” a spokesman 
for H Mart told TimesLedg-
er Newspapers. “A good 
date would be in June, and 
we are looking forward to 
meeting that date.”

The chain store an-
nounced plans to move into 
the former Waldbaum’s 
spot back in June, before 
the location closed for good 
by summer’s end, costing 
77 workers their jobs.

Community leaders 
had originally anticipated 
H Mart’s arrival could come 
as early as September 2012, 
but the supermarket chain 
said it had been working on 
securing building permits 
and construction plans 
since the fall.

When Waldbaum’s an-
nounced its plans to close 
last year, Community 
Board 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece said he expected 
a quick turnaround as the 

storefront   transformed 
into H Mart. The chair-
man said residents were on 
the fence when they heard 
news of the new chain mov-
ing into the area, although 
he was still glad to see the 
location used.

“When people heard 
another supermarket will 
replace Waldbaum’s, they 
were happy, but with mixed 
reviews,” Iannece said 
when the store announced 
its closing in June. “I am 
just happy that we won’t be 
seeing an empty storefront 
there.”

District Manager Su-
san Seinfeld said H Mart 
was a good fit for the north-
east Queens community, 
adding it would barely in-

terfere at all  with Bayside’s 
shopping patterns while 
also catering to a strong 
Korean population.

The American-based 
chain is owned by the Ha-
nahreum Group, of Lynd-
hurst, N.J., and has stores 
throughout the country.

The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co., which is 
based in Montvale, N.J., 
and owns Waldbaum’s, has 
a history of financial woes 
in recent years and filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection from creditors 
in 2010. A company spokes-
woman said it had closed 
one of its Pathmark gro-
cery stores on Northern 
Boulevard in Long Island 
City in August.

Back in November 
2011, a Fairway supermar-
ket opened in Douglaston 
after a strong effort from 
community and city offi-
cials, including Iannece, 
City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and state Sens. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside). 
At that time, Iannece said 
it was the community’s top 
priority to bring the high-
end chain into Queens 
as grocery store closures 
were indicators of a weak 
economy.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY REBECCA HENELY

In the latest chapter 
of its ongoing expansion, 
LaGuardia Airport in East 
Elmhurst has approved an 
$82.9 million design and 
construction of a new park-
ing garage.

The garage will be 
built opposite Delta Air-
lines’ Terminal C and will 
accommodate about 1,100 
new vehicles, the Port Au-
thority of New York and 
New Jersey announced 
last week. The new garage 
is the most recent in an 
ongoing series of modern-
izations at the airport\ 
and will accommodate the 
expected increase in Delta 
flyers going to LaGuardia 
Terminals C and D as they 
are renovated.

“The Port Author-
ity has invested hundreds 
of millions of dollars to 
transform its airports 
into world-class facilities,” 
Port Authority Vice Chair-

man Scott Rechler said in 
a statement. “This project 
continues that effort and 
will ensure there is suf-
ficient parking to address 
our projections for substan-
tial growth in air travel at 
this vital aviation facility 
in the decades to come.”

LaGuardia broke 
ground on a $160 million 
renovation last April, in-
cluding a connecting bridge 
between Terminals C and 
D, a new Delta Sky Club and 
expanded security lanes at 
both terminals.

The airport will start 
work on the garage later 
this year and expects to 
complete the garage in Feb-
ruary 2015. The garage will 
be finished before Park-
ing Lot 2 is demolished. 
The new Central Terminal 
Building will be built in 
the former spot of Parking 
Lot 2.

The Port Authority ex-
pects the garage will create 

The H Mart supermarket in Bayside is expected to open this summer, the chain says. Photo by Phil Corso

H Mart preps for Bayside
Supermarket replacing Waldbaum’s slated to open this summer

LaGuardia Airport 
okays $82M garage

LaGuardia Airport is building a new parking garage to service its 
C and D terminals.
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Hospital group encourges butt kicking at Flushing club
North Shore-LIJ brings cigarette awareness to youngsters at organization on national no-smoking day

BY STEVE MOSCO

A boys’ club in Flush-
ing allowed butt-kicking 
for one special day.

Children at the Boys’ 
Club of New York Marion 
McMahon Abbe Clubhouse 
got a lesson in avoiding the 
dangerous habit of smok-
ing during Kick Butts Day 
last week, when the Asth-
ma Coalition of Queens and 
the North Shore-LIJ Health 
System teamed up to edu-
cate the youngsters.

The organization 
marked the national day of 
education by empowering 
the children to fight back 
against tobacco and learn 
about the dangers of smok-
ing and exposure to second-
hand smoke.

To learn about the ef-
fects of smoking, the Boys 
Club children created and 
performed skits and a rap 
about the dangers of smok-

ing at the club, at 133-01 
41st Road. In addition, they 
played a game of smoking 
prevention seek-and-find 
where the kids found an-
swers about tobacco haz-
ards in a picture.

“While there have 
been many efforts to mini-
mize the number of people 
smoking across the coun-
try, the effects of smoking 
are still a serious problem,” 
said Nancy Copperman, 
director of public health 
initiatives for North Shore-
LIJ. “With our continued 
efforts and those of other 
groups, we look forward to 
the day when people are no 
longer exposed to the nega-
tive effects of tobacco.”

Copperman said every 
day approximately 3,800 
children smoke their first 
cigarette and about 1,000 
youngsters start smok-
ing on a regular basis, ac-
cording to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Pre-
vention. About one in five 
Americans die each year as 
a result of smoking either 
directly or through second-
hand smoke, Copperman 
said.

“Even brief exposure 
to secondhand smoke can 

potentially cause health 
problems, such as blood 
clots,” she said.

The program also 
aimed to educate the chil-
dren in a manner that 
would benefit any smokers 
in their lives. Claudia Gug-
lielmo, director of the Asth-

ma Coalition of Queens, 
said secondhand smoke is a 
trigger for asthma attacks 
and can exacerbate asthma 
symptoms in children.

“It is important for 
parents to keep their chil-
dren from being exposed to 
the dangers of secondhand 
smoke,” she said. “Kick 
Butts Day is not only a time 
for us to empower our chil-
dren to be smoke-free, but 
remind parents to use their 
influence to keep their chil-
dren from ever starting to 
smoke.”

Jeff Seyler, president 
and CEO of the American 
Lung Association of the 
Northeast, said it is im-
portant for organizations 
to empower children and 
counteract the tobacco 
industry, which he said 
spends hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars every year 
in the state to try to entice 
potential customers.

“We commend the or-
ganizations and the chil-
dren who took part in Kick 
Butts Day to raise aware-
ness about the very real 
dangers of tobacco,” he 
said. “In New York state, 
big tobacco is spending over 
$500,000 a day to lure our 
kids into an addiction that 
can cut their lives short. 
Kick Butts Day is an oppor-
tunity for our kids to hear 
the truth about tobacco and 
make a personal pledge to 
say ‘yes’ to their health by 
saying ‘no’ to tobacco.”

Kick Butts Day is or-
ganized by the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids and 
sponsored by the United 
Health Foundation. The 
first Kick Butts Day was 
held in 1996.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Children at a Flushing boys’ club got a lesson in nonsmoking from 
Ron Britt (l.-r.), of the Boys’ Club of New York; Marion McMahon of 
Abbe Clubhouse; Cynthia Rosen, Claudia Guglielmo of the Asthma 
Coalition of Queens; and Nancy Copperman, of the North Shore-
LIJ Health System. Courtesy North Shore-LIJ
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BT Halloran puts $1 million budget to vote
NE Queens residents browse ballot to decide how discretionary funds will be spent on key projects

BY PHIL CORSO

Residents of northeast 
Queens working alongside City 
Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) have finalized their 
ballot to determine how the dis-
trict  will spend $1 million in dis-
cretionary funds.

The participatory budget-
ing process kicked off last year 
with a series of community meet-
ings where anyone could propose 
a project. The proposals went 
through a vigorous vetting pro-
cess until the councilman and his 
constituents compiled a final bal-
lot of the most financially feasible 
options.

Halloran was one of eight 
Council members to participate 
in the new process, in which $1 
million in discretionary capital 
funding is set aside for pet proj-
ects coming directly from con-
stituents.

“I’m proud to be one of the 
first Council members to engage 
in the experimental participa-
tory budgeting process, which 
has been rolling along since the 

fall with great input from lots 
of constituents,” Halloran said. 
“I believe very strongly in gov-
ernment transparency. These 
projects are all worthwhile, espe-
cially because they came from the 
people.”

In Halloran’s 19th Council 
District, which includes neigh-

borhoods from Flushing to Doug-
laston, constituents will vote for 
five of 18 projects stemming from 
categories like parks, transporta-
tion, education and public safety.

Parks proposals range from 
the installation of a bird-watch-
ing platform at Osprey Landing, 
kayak and canoe launches at Lit-

tle Bay Park in Bay Terrace and 
MacNeil Park in College Point to 
sidewalk improvements at Fort 
Totten Park. Another option in-
cludes the creation of a special 
needs accessible playground at 
both Fort Totten and Crocheron 
parks.

In public safety, the two op-

tions on the ballot are the imple-
mentation of two new community 
affairs vehicles for each of the 
109th and 111th precincts and the 
installation of police cameras  for 
high crime areas in the same ju-
risdictions.

Potential upgrades for cul-
tural institutions on the ballot 
include the restoration of the 
Poppenhusen Institute in College 
Point, upgrades to the Bayside 
Historical Society castle at Fort 
Totten and improvements at the 
Whitestone Library.

Transportation-related up-
grades include the rebuilding of 
curbs throughout the district as 
well as the beautification of Uto-
pia Parkway between 39th Av-
enue and Northern Boulevard.

As for education, Halloran’s 
final ballot offers upgrades to 
various facilities and classrooms 
at different schools throughout 
the district.

Eliott Socci, president of the 
Douglaston Civic Association, 
said he expected the educational 
initiatives to come out the big 

A canoe and kayak launch at Little Bay Park is one of the many community projects up for a vote through City Councilman 
Dan Halloran’s participatory budgeting initiative.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The borough presi-

dent’s job is not clearly de-
fined in the City Charter, 
which has led the seven 
Democrats vying for the 
spot to mold their own ide-
al of how Queens should be 
run. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), businessman 
Everly Brown, City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans), Director of 
Community Boards Barry 
Grodenchik, former state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz, Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria) are all hoping 
to replace Helen Marshall 
next year.

The most tangible 
source of power is capital 
spending. The borough 
president receives 5 per-
cent of the city’s capital 
budget each year to dole out 
on whatever projects he or 
she deems fit. 

But the majority of du-
ties outlined in the charter 
show the borough presi-
dent is supposed to offer ad-
visory opinions on a host of 
issues, including land use 
applications, hold public 
hearings on matters that af-
fect the borough, offer sug-
gestions to the mayor and 
create multiple task forces 
to collect information on 
problems in Queens.

So why are six sea-
soned politicians running 
for the job?

“It’s a step-up in vis-

ibility and opportunity,” 
said Dick Dadey, executive 
director of the good govern-
ment group Citizens Union. 
“But its power is limited.” 

Some candidates might 
want to stay in public office 
despite being forced out of 
their current roles by term 
limits, he added.

And because the bor-
ough president’s role is 
largely that of a cheerlead-
er, the position’s power de-
pends on the personality of 
who is in office, according 
to Dadey.

And voters have 
caught glimpses of those 
personalities throughout 
recent political forums.

Avella and Vallone 
have both touted their rep-
utations as outspoken law-

Candidates carve out concepts
on how best to be Queens beep

Lawmakers demand study
of Rockaway LIRR revival

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Queens lawmak-

ers in support of re-
opening the derelict 
Rockaway Beach rail 
line fired off a letter 
to the head of the 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation last 
week requesting that 
Sandy relief money 
be used to fund a fea-
sibility study.

U.S. Reps. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) and Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Brooklyn), along with 
state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park), 
urged DOT Secretary Ray 
LaHood to allocate a por-
tion of the roughly $60 bil-
lion aid package approved 

by Congress in January to 
paying for a study to deter-
mine the best use of unused 
elevated track stretching 
along 99th Street from For-
est Park down to Rockaway 
Boulevard.

That track once con-

nected rails now 
used by the A train 
from the Rockaways 
to Long Island Rail 
Road tracks that run 
through Forest Hills 
and into the city.

“Immediate in-
vestment in this proj-
ect would offer a per-
manent and viable 
transit solution for 
the millions of hard-
working families all 
across Queens,” Gold-
feder said.

The Rockaway Beach 
branch of the Long Island 
Rail Road was shut down 
more than 50 years ago, 
and its tracks have rot-
ted and rusted. Nearly all 
of the track appears to be 

Queens lawmakers Rep. Gregory Meeks (r.-l.) 
Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder and Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries discuss funding for a study on reopen-
ing an abandoned train line to the Rockaways. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 38
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Democratic State Committeeman Matt Silverstein is mulling over 
who to endorse after dropping out of the race to unseat Republican 
City Councilman Dan Halloran. Photo courtesy Matthew Silverstein

Silverstein steps out 
of City Council race

BY PHIL CORSO

The Democratic field 
of challengers hoping to un-
seat City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
dropped by one this week 
after Bay Terrace’s Mat-
thew Silverstein decided to 
end his candidacy.

The Democratic state 
committeeman for the 26th 
Assembly District said he 
based his decision to drop 
his bid on the heels of what 
he called one of the most 
difficult years of his life, 
which included the death of 
his mother in December.

“Improving our 
schools, putting New York-
ers back to work, advocat-
ing for our city’s veterans, 
fighting for tax equity for 
co-op and condo owners 
and preserving our quality 
of life are the issues that 
made me want to run for 
City Council from the very 
beginning,” Silverstein 
said in a statement.

The four primary 
candidates who remain 
include Bayside’s Austin 
Shafran, Whitestone attor-
ney Paul Vallone, former 
state Assemblyman John 
Duane from Douglaston 
and Flushing activist and 
urban planning consultant 
Paul Graziano.

Silverstein said he had 
plans on eventually endors-
ing a Democratic candidate 
to go up against Halloran 
in November, but not quite 
yet. The winner will rep-
resent the conservative 
19th District, which covers 

Little Neck, Bayside, Whit-
estone, Auburndale and 
College Point.

“I’m still searching for 
the candidate in this race 
who most embodies my 
ideals in how we can work 
together to put this city 
back on the right path,” 
Silverstein said. “Once I de-
termine who that person, I 
will share it with you.”

As of the last filing pe-
riod, Silverstein reported 
just under $10,000 in his 
campaign coffers before 
pulling out of the race — 
the second lowest 
total of the five 
Democrats in 
fund-raising for 
the spot. He drew 
much of his support – just 
under $1,500 — from work-
ers at Manhattan employ-
ment company America 
Works of New York, where 
he once worked to address 
unemployment throughout 
the city, according to the 
Campaign Finance Board.

Shafran remained the 
financial frontrunner in 
the Democratic primary 
race with $58,902 raised by 
the March 11 filing dead-
line, the CFB said. Duane 
was not far behind, with 
$44,420 followed by Val-
lone, who raised $39,305. 
Graziano remained at the 
bottom of the fund-raising 
as of press time, with $8,250 
in his coffers, according to 
the CFB.

Halloran reported 
$40,790 in contributions, 

BY JOE ANUTA

One candidate hop-
ing to replace City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) kicked off his 
campaign Saturday, while 
another bowed out of the 
race a day later.

Urban planner and 
activist Paul Graziano 
made his bid for the north-
east Queens seat official at 
Bowne Park Saturday af-
ternoon, flanked by a group 
of supporters.

Graziano is facing off 
in a Democratic 
primary against 
former state As-
semblyman John 
Duane; Austin 

Shafran, former vice presi-
dent of public affairs at the 
Empire State Development 
Corp.; and Community 
Board 7 member and law-
yer Paul Vallone.

Democratic State Com-
mitteeman Matthew Silver-
stein announced Sunday he 
is dropping out of the race.

Graziano is hoping 
that his support in the 
northeast Queens civic 
world will bolster his cam-
paign and credibility as a 
community activist.

At the kickoff, Gra-
ziano received personal 
endorsements from several 
leaders of civic groups in the 
district — including Henry 
Euler, of the Auburndale 
Improvement Association; 
Peter Brancazio, president 
of the North Flushing Civic 
Association; Bob Nobile, 

of the Little Neck Pines 
Civic Association; and Mel 
Siegel, of the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners’ As-
sociation — although the 
leaders were speaking for 
themselves, in some cases 
because many of the asso-
ciations are nonprofits and 
thus barred from endorsing 

candidates.
“One of the things I 

like best about Paul is that 
he’s not a politician,” Bran-
cazio said. “He’s a commu-
nity activist.”

After several leaders 
spoke, Graziano outlined 
some components of his 

Paul Graziano (c.) talks with supporters while officially announcing his run for City Council, flanked by 
his fiancee (r.). Photo by Joe Anuta

Boro senators pass late night budget
BY JOE ANUTA

Queens lawmakers 
in the state Senate put in 
a marathon session last-
ing until the wee hours of 
Wednesday morning in 
hopes of having Albany 
pass an on-time budget, but 
some were not thrilled by 
the process.

The borough’s Senate 
delegation finished pass-
ing its version of the $135.1 
billion budget at around 5 
a.m. Wednesday, according 
to state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach), 
which included several pro-
visions like a state increase 
in the minimum wage that 
were perceived as watered-
down by the borough’s 

Democrats. Other propos-
als supported by borough 
lawmakers, such as the 
state Dream Act, did not 
make the cut.

Despite being in the 
minority, Senate Demo-
crats proposed a series of 
bills during the lengthy ses-
sion that were immediately 
shot down by Republicans, 
but aimed at fixing what 
they perceived as flaws in 
the final budget.

“We tried to say, for 
instance, instead of a mini-
mum wage phased in over 
three years, we have a bet-
ter bill. Our idea is a higher 
minimum wage that is in-
dexed to inflation,” Add-
abbo said.

The current version 

increases the wage from 
$7.25 to $9 by the beginning 
of 2016. Senate Democrats 
also tried to stop a $90 mil-
lion cut to programs that 
would serve people with 
developmental disabilities, 

which according to care 
providers in Queens would 
have a negative impact on 
how services are adminis-
tered.

“This budget is going 
to hurt agencies, the small-
er agencies in particular, 
but they all will feel the 
cuts,” said John DeBiase, 
chairman of the Queens 
Council on Developmental 
Disabilities. “Something’s 
gotta give.”

Now that the Senate 
has passed its version of the 
budget, the state Assembly 
must do the same before the 
documents land on Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s desk. Should 
the state Legislature do so 
before April 1, it will be the 

Graziano begins Dist. 19 run
Offi cially announces campaign as fi eld for NE Queens seat dwindles

Continued on Page 27

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

State senators were leaving 
Albany Wednesday morning af-
ter an all-night budget session. 

AP Photo/Mike Groll
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For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 
children understand and appreciate math.

+

Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch up, 
as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.

+

Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each child’s 
weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better grades, 

higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

($149 value)
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

Howard Beach stable closed after six horses die
BY STEVE MOSCO

After the city Parks 
Department revealed a 
ramshackle Howard Beach 
stable was penning hard-
luck horses in squalor and 
shut down the operation, an 
animal rights group said 
inspections failed to yield 
evidence of equine cruelty.

A spokesman for the 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals said it received 
numerous objections to 
conditions at Cedar Stable 
Lanes, a boarding area for 
horses operated by the Fed-
eration of Black Cowboys 
in Tutor Park in Howard 
Beach,  but no evidence of 
poor treatment was uncov-
ered during inspections 
last year.

“The ASPCA has re-
sponded to several com-
plaints at this location and 
in the instances to which 
we responded there was no 
cruelty found,” said spokes-
man Bret Hopman.

Parks did not return 
a request for comment on 
the discrepancy between 
itself and the ASPCA, but 
the department temporar-
ily shut down the stables, 
at 83-12 S. Conduit Ave., 
after “an alarming num-
ber of horse fatalities and 
health issues at the site,” 
said Parks spokesman Phil 

Abramson.
The stable had a 

“rough board” agreement 
with owners, meaning the 
federation provides stable 
space while horse owners 
were responsible for over-
sight of each animal.

“The fatalities and 
problems with the physi-
cal conditions of the facili-

ties make it clear that this 
‘rough board’ agreement 
can no longer work,” said 
Abramson. “While the 
Parks Department sup-
ports the educational mis-
sion of the Federation of 
Black Cowboys, for the 
safety and well-being of the 
horses who reside there the 
Parks Department has sus-

pended operations under 
the license agreement.”

The “rough board” 
agreement allows the fed-
eration to rent out close to 
50 stalls to individual horse 
owners for $165 a month, 
while the federation is un-
der no obligation to care for 
the animals.

It was under this agree-
ment that six animals died 
in 2012 between July 18 and 
Dec. 21 at the stables.

The Parks spokesman 
said the department regu-
larly sends inspectors to its 
concessions and communi-
cates with the operators. In 
this case, Abramson said 
the federation had been 
monitoring the conditions 
at the stable since the first 
equine death occurred in 
July.

Parks said the federa-
tion may resume operations 
if, within six months, it 
brings the stables into com-
pliance with all laws, rules 
and regulations applicable 
to a “full board” agreement 

under which the federation 
will assume responsibility 
for the horses’ welfare.

As for the surviving 
horses at the stables, Parks 
is working with the fed-
eration to temporarily re-
locate the animals that are 
boarded there with their 
individual owners. The de-
partment said it provided 
owners with lists of other 
stables nearby as well as 
rescue and adoption or-
ganizations that can take 
in any horses that may be 
abandoned.

Kesha Morse, presi-
dent of the Federation of 
Black Cowboys, chose not 
to comment at length when 
reached by phone, but did 
say the federation is coop-
erating with the Parks De-
partment.

A meeting between 
the federation and Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
is currently being planned, 
according to Marshall’s 
spokesman.

The Federation of Black Cowboys has shut down Cedar Lanes Stable until it can be brought up to the 
city Parks Department’s standards.



TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 29-A

PR. 4, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

7

BT

CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$2

vi

BUY NOW 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.
Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

SPRING INTO
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.

32BJ, 1199, 
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Jere’s Hardware LLC 
173-05 Horace Harding Expressway, Flushing 11365

(718)357-8820

 www.snapper.com

BUY NOW!

UP TO 50% OFF*

Select from Premium mowers that offer great features such as:

*On select models.

Original Price: $3749 

Promotional Price: $1999**

 Original Price:  $519 

 Promotional Price:  $329 **

Exclusive Hurricane Sandy 
Recovery Special

Limited time only, while supplies last.

POLICE 

Blotter
Police hunt for gas station robbers

Two men tried to rob Kew Gardens bank: Cops

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Surveillance footage released by police shows two men wanted in connection with a string of gas sta-
tion stickups across the borough. Images and video courtesy NYPD

BELLEROSE — The NYPD released 
video footage of two men suspected of stick-
ups at several gas stations in Queens using 
the same modus operandi, cops said.

The first incident occurred March 16, 
when one of the men drove a black minivan 
to a Gulf gas station, at 241-15 Hillside Ave. 
in Bellerose, and then got out to scout the 
location at about 5:40 a.m., according to po-
lice.

The other man then exited the mini-
van, entered the station and simulated a 
gun under his shirt, demanding cash and 
cigarettes, according to the NYPD. The 
man then returned to the minivan and the 
duo fled, police said.

The pair performed the same routine 
three days later at about 4 a.m. at an Exxon 

gas station, at 137-21 Liberty Ave. in Rich-
mond Hill, although in this instance one of 
the men actually pulled a black firearm on 
the clerk, cops said.

On March 20, they struck again at 
about 6:20 a.m. at a Mobil Gas Station, 
at 133-11 Roosevelt Ave., where one of the 
suspects also flashed a black handgun, ac-
cording to police.

The suspects are described as two His-
panic men. One is 5 feet 10 inches tall with 
a large build and a moustache. The other 
was described as about 5 feet 8 inches tall 
with a medium build and facial hair and 
was reportedly wearing a black hooded 
jacket.

KEW GARDENS — Cops were looking 
for two men wanted in connection with an 
attempted bank robbery within the 107th 
Precinct, the New York Police Department 
said.

The suspects, both in their 20s, entered 
a Chase bank March 24 around 12:30 p.m. 
before passing a note to a teller demanding 
money, police said. The teller had immedi-
ately walked away before the suspects fled 
the location on foot empty-handed, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

The man who passed the note stood 
about 5-foot-7 with a slim build, weigh-
ing roughly 120 pounds, with a mustache, 
black-knit hat and dark sweater, police 
said.

The second suspect, who entered the 
bank and waited near the customer service 
area, was described as a black man stand-

ing at about 5-foot-10 and 120 pounds with 
a blond mohawk haircut and dark-colored 
sweatshirt.

Surveillance footage shows two men wanted by 
police for allegedly knocking over a Chase bank. 

Images courtesy NYPD
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Annual event highlights borough’s best ideas for outdoor recreational activities in unusual places

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing organiza-
tion sold polo shirts made 
from recycled plastic bot-
tles, a silver-haired kayak 
enthusiast hyped a new 
aqueous launching point 
sandwiched into a gritty 
industrial sector and more 
than a few heated discus-
sions erupted at this year’s 
Going Green in Queens 
event, where the purveyors 
of the borough’s most excit-
ing and controversial out-
door initiatives gather each 
year to share information 
with the public and each 
other.

“Some groups are for 
things, some are against,” 
said Fred Kress, organizer 
of the event and president 
of the Queens Coalition for 
Parks and Greenspaces. 
“But we’re here mostly to 
spread and share informa-
tion.”

There was plenty to go 
around.

Going Green in 
Queens was held at the Al 
Oerter Recreation Center, 
near the corner of Fowler 
Avenue and College Point 
Boulevard, and where 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
served as the media spon-

sor. 
Queens residents in at-

tendance showed they are 
carving recreational oppor-
tunities out of concrete and 

asphalt like never before.
Recycle-A-Bicycle is 

a nonprofit that teaches 
teens about bicycle repair 
and encourages physical 
activity. Its members sal-
vage about 1,200 two-wheel-

ers from landfills each year 
and rebuild them during 
workshops at the group’s 
education center in Long 
Island City, where some of 

the borough’s newest bike 
lanes around the Queens-
boro Bridge were complet-
ed last year.

Erik Baard spearheads 
an initiative called Harbor 
Lab, which is a new kayak 
launch near the mouth of 
polluted Newtown Creek.

The launch is near the 
foot of the Pulaski Bridge 
and brings a new meaning 
to the term urban jungle 
because it is so far off the 
beaten sidewalks of Long 
Island City. Baard is pro-
posing interested parties 
meet at a nearby coffee 
shop before a guide brings 
them to the spot.

“So many varied 
groups come out to show 
what they are doing,” said 
Dorothy Lewandowski, 
Queens commissioner of 
the city Parks Department. 
“It’s a community that has 
a passion for what is hap-
pening in Queens.”

Some groups were gath-
ering signatures to oppose 
proposed developments in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park: the expansion of the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation’s facility, a proposed 
13-acre soccer stadium and 
a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mall.

Another group was 

promoting the Queensway, 
a controversial proposal 
that would create a park 
along an abandoned el-
evated train line running 
through Woodhaven and 
Ozone Park.

These plans have be-
come a heated topic in po-
litical debates as election 
season beings — some of 
those debates took place at 
booths at Going Green Sun-
day — and Kress hopes the 
vigor with which they are 
discussed shows how much 
people care.

“We want to show that 
environmental groups are a 
good voting bloc,” he said.

Of course, there were 
other booths at the event 
that everyone could agree 
on. The Buddhist Tzu Chi 
Foundation, a Taiwan-
based charity with an of-
fice in Flushing, was sell-
ing clothing made out of 
recycled plastic bottles.

According to Joyce 
Tsai, the plastic is melted, 
formed into thin fibers and 
then woven into all man-
ner of material. The Wild-
life Conservation Society’s 
Queens Zoo — the city’s 
only all-outdoor animal 
destination — was on hand 
to show off upcoming activ-
ities, and Transportation 
Alternatives was promot-
ing cycling in the city.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Clare Doyle (r.) of Green Shores NYC listens asJackson Heights environmental activist Len Maniace speaks at Going Green in Queens, 
Photo by Christina Santucci

John Kelly (l.) and Rachel Schneider from Transportation Alternatives talk with Patricia Erickson 
(r.), a Con Edison employee who also works with the LIC Community Boathouse and Con Edison. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Going Green organizer Fred Kress (l.) chats with Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Prepare & File 
Your Federal and State Taxes

Online for FREE 
(Powered by H&R Block)

Log-Onto:

MyFreeTaxes.com/GWNY
To Begin Filing Today!

Both online and telephone support are provided for 
assistance with any questions or issues you may have

Phone: 1-855-MY-TX –Help or 1-855-698-9435
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-10pm EST
Email: customerservice@myfreetaxes.com
Website/Chat: myfreetaxes.com

Twitter.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY Facebook.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

PAUL VALLONE 
Democratic Candidate 

for NYC Council, 19th 

District 

(718) 428-7285 
www.PaulVallone.com 

A Blessed Easter &  
Passover to All! 

Paid for by Vote Vallone 2013 

‘Central Park Five’ screening spurs talk about rights
After showing of documentary at center in St. Albans, panel explores thorny issues of race, crime

BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
A screening of the doc-

umentary “Central Park 
Five,” which recounts the 
case of five teenagers who 
were falsely convicted of 
the brutal rape of a woman 
jogger in Central Park in 
1989, turned into a teach-
able moment for many at 
the Robert Ross Johnson 
Family Life Center last 
Thursday.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
attended a panel held after 
the screening at the cen-
ter, at 172-17 Linden Blvd. 
He said the case, in which 
the teens confessed to the 
crime after spending hours 
being interrogated by po-
lice without attorneys pres-
ent, demonstrates the need 
for people to know their 
rights.

“We have to let our en-
tire community know that 

if something happens, you 
have to put your faith in 
God first,” he said. “Call 
somebody, but don’t just 
believe what the police are 
telling you.”

Kharey Wise and Yusef 
Salaam, two of the Central 

Park Five, attended the 
panel discussion . They said 
it was important for youths 
to listen to their parents 
and to receive a good educa-
tion.

“When people don’t get 
educated, they don’t real-

ize they have more options 
than one,” Salaam said, 
saying some disadvantaged 
teens see a life of drug deal-
ing as the only option for 
them, not realizing they 
have the skills to become 
something more.

“Central Park Five” 
details the racially charged 
1989 case in which the five 
teens, four of them black 
and one of them Hispanic, 
were convicted of the rape 
of a white jogger despite a 
lack of DNA evidence tying 
them to the crime.

The five teenagers said 
police told them during the 
lengthy interrogations that 
they would be allowed to 
go home if they confessed, 
and those confessions were 
later used to secure convic-
tions against them.

During the screening, 
the audience, the major-
ity of whom were black, ap-
peared to identify with sev-
eral parts of the film. Many 
clapped or murmured in 
agreement when the film 
made the argument that 
the media would not have 
been at such a fever pitch 
over the case if the victim 
had been black.

The five were exoner-
ated in 2002 when Matias 
Reyes, who was doing pris-
on time for murder and rape 
convictions, came forward 
and confessed and his DNA 
linked him to the crime. 
The five were released and 
since have launched a $250 
million lawsuit against the 
city for their wrongful con-
victions. The city has so far 
refused to settle.

Comrie said the city 
should give the men their 
fair due.

“Let’s [make]  no mis-
take about what happened 
here, the system broke 
down and the system did 
these young men and their 
parents an injustice,” he 
said.

“Central Park Five” 
was directed and produced 
by Ken Burns, David Mc-
Mahon and Sarah Burns.

Yusef Salaam (second from l.) is escorted by police. Salaam was convicted of rape in the Central Park 
jogger case but later exonerated. Photo courtesy IFC Films
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New York Hospital Queens is proud to announce the opening of a new medical 
practice – right here in Whitestone Village. 
Internists, Ambrose Pipia, M.D., and Domenick Acquista, M.D., and Cardiologist 
Katherine Heretis, M.D., are the first physicians to practice in this new community-
based facility. Additional NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them in 2013.
The practice, conveniently located at 14-02 150th Street, is part of an ongoing  
New York Hospital Queens initiative to support community access to a higher level  
of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens. 
To make an appointment, call (718) 353-8933.

To learn more about NYHQ, find a physician, 

and more… go to nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

Ambrose Pipia, M.D.

Katherine Heretis, M.D.

Domenick Acquista, M.D. 

WhitestoneVillage
Our Doctorsare now in …
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Keep gifted program in boro school
O

n March 6, the PTA 
of PS 122 held a 
rally that filled the 
school’s auditorium 

with concerned parents, 
teachers, kids, educators 
and legislators. The reason: 
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s proposed changes 
to a gifted and talented 
academy that has been a 
successful model for simi-
lar programs for the past 25 
years.

Instead of supporting 
and expanding the acad-
emy, the DOE has proposed 
to eventually limit the 
number of seats available 

to gifted students.
In this time of global 

competition on a shrink-
ing world stage, where we 
are constantly told that 
the United States’ position 
is precarious and that we 
are falling behind in so 
many fields necessary to a 
productive future, we are 
throwing away a proven in-
cubator of talented minds. 
Gifted individuals who will 
be our future leaders, like 
all our children, need to be 
encouraged and nourished, 
not told that they are ex-
pendable.

I speak from personal 

experience about the G&T 
program because I attend-
ed PS 122 as a child and 
was, luckily, a part of the 
Special Progress program, 
which was, prophetically 
enough, the precursor to 
what is today G&T.

The attention, special-
ized classes and camara-
derie between like-minded 
students and teachers 
helped us all foster and re-
alize goals that were to set 
a scholastic and life founda-
tion that helped us and our 
families achieve beyond 
that particular time in our 
lives.

Again, I ask that the 
DOE keep the academy on 
the same path that it has 
successfully been on for the 
past 25 years and allow our 
children the opportunity 
to continue to excel so that 
they may guide our neigh-
borhood, city, country and 
world to a better future 
through quality education.

Antonio Meloni
Executive Director

Immigration Advocacy 
Services

Long Island City

OUT OF SIGHT
Although we recognize Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 

intention to save lives by requiring stores to keep the ciga-
rettes that they sell out of sight, we question whether the 
plan will work and, more importantly, whether it is fair to 
demand that a store hide any product it sells.

Hiding the cigarettes won’t work. If smokers are will-
ing to spend $10 or more for a pack, they will certainly 
know which stores in the neighborhood sell cigarettes.

City Hall should not be in the business of pressuring 
people into giving up smoking. It is one thing to protect 
people from the dangers of second-hand smoke, but quite 
another to force retailers to hide cigarettes they can le-
gally sell.

Like the failed 16-ounce soda ban, the mayor has once 
again gone too far.

His intentions are commendable. Sugary sodas aren’t 
good for anyone’s health, but tobacco kills. Smoking is the 
leading cause of preventable death. Cigarettes are respon-
sible for 7,000 deaths in New York City each year. That 
doesn’t account for the thousands of people being treated 
for cancer and lung disease.

It’s no secret how addictive smoking is. Stand outside 
any hospital in Queens and you are likely to see doctors 
and nurses, people who witness the results of smoking on 
a daily basis, taking cigarette breaks.

We doubt anyone reading this hasn’t lost a loved one 
to a tobacco-related disease.

More than once we have expressed our dismay that 
every major pharmacy in Queens sells cigarettes. The ex-
pensive packs of carcinogens are prominently displayed 
behind the check-out counter next to products designed to 
help addicts break the habit.

For these stores to claim to be dedicated to your health 
is hypocritical.

But it will make little sense to hide the cigarettes if 
stores can still put a poster in the window saying they 
have cigarettes for sale.

To his credit, since taking office Bloomberg has suc-
ceeded in limiting the number of public places where peo-
ple can smoke, including all offices, parks, theaters and 
restaurants. On Monday, the city health commissioner 
said the adult smoking rate dropped to 14.8 percent in 2011 
compared to 21.5 percent in 2002.

But this proposed regulation is one more example of 
the nanny state.
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Higher fare must equal better service

N
ow that the bus 
and subway fares 
have increased, 
will there be a cor-

responding increase in the 
quality of service for the 
riding public?

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
is always complaining that 

it never has enough money 
and has to raise fares in 
order to reduce its budget 
deficit, but the service it 
provides to the people of 
this city has not improved 
significantly.

Why don’t the execu-
tives on the MTA board 
voluntarily reduce their 

salaries to help offset the 
deficit? New Yorkers are 
tired of being nickle and 
dimed every time there is a 
fare increase.

Enough is enough!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Council should pass paid sick leave
An open letter to City 

Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan):

I
t is time for paid sick 
leave to become law in 
New York. We should 
no longer force parents 

to choose between hold-
ing their jobs and caring 
for loved ones, especially 
young children. While paid 
sick leave would enable fa-
thers to lean in by pitching 
in during family illness, it 
will especially be a godsend 
to single mothers.

The bill’s sponsors, 
to their credit, have com-
promised on substance, 
yet the concerns of small 
businesses over complying 
with this proposals do mat-
ter and warrant thoughtful 
consideration. The under-
lying concern for small 
businesses is twofold: the 

recovery remains uncer-
tain due to dysfunction in 
Washington, D.C., tied to 
Republican intransigence 
on the sequester and the 
lead time required to plan 
for the implementation of 
this bill’s provisions.

Therefore, the bill 
should be modified so that 
paid sick time goes into ef-
fect one year after the bill’s 
passage.

This modification 
will give small businesses 
time to plan and enable 
the recovery to advance. 
In return for this change, 
you must finally agree to 
allow the bill to come up for 
a vote. If the sponsors de-
lay implementation of the 
paid sick time for one year, 
you will have no principled 
ground upon which to deny 
a vote on this bill.

At every turn, opposi-
tion arose alleging that the 
cost for social justice would 
be too high. Meanwhile, 
at every instance employ-
ers adjusted, the economy 
flourished and working 
class families saw their 
path to the middle class 
paved not with good inten-
tions, but with the solid 
brick of legal protections.

Do not use your power 
to stand against social jus-
tice on paid sick leave one 
day longer. Parents have 
reached the same point 
President Barack Obama 
captured in his State of the 
Union address on gun con-
trol: They deserve a vote.

William Thompson Jr.
Former City Comptroller

Manhattan LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION

A March 8-14 TimesLedger Newspapers article on the effects of the sequester on Queens 
should have said the NYPD does not use federal funding to pay for police offi cers.

New York Legislature must pass DREAM Act
H

ere at our sea-
washed, sunset 
gates shall stand/A 
mighty woman with 

a torch, whose flame/Is the 
imprisoned lightning, and 
her name/Mother of Exiles. 
From her beacon-hand/
Glows world-wide welcome 
....”

Those words, written 
by Emma Lazarus in 1883 
and seared in bronze at the 
base of the Statue of Liber-
ty, have long embodied New 
York City’s commitment to 
embracing immigrants of 
all backgrounds. Indeed, 
Liberty’s torch carries 
with it a promise to all who 
come to these shores — not 
immediate riches or a life 
without struggle and hard-
ship, but rather a chance 
to develop one’s talents to 

the fullest and be treated 
with equality, dignity and 
respect.

It is this promise that 
has fueled the growth of 
New York City and Ameri-
ca as a whole for centuries, 
but today we are falling 
short of our promise.

Current law bars un-
documented youth from 
securing federal financial 
aid for college. While com-
prehensive immigration re-
form at the federal level is 
essential to keep our prom-
ise to these young people 
and to power our economic 
growth, there are concrete 
steps we can take in New 
York that will embrace our 
progressive heritage and 
bring us closer to making 
the dream of opportunity 
for all a reality.

The state Assembly, 
under the leadership of 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan), included 
$25 million in its budget to 
implement the New York 
DREAM Act, which extends 
state financial aid opportu-
nities to undocumented im-
migrants who came to the 
United States as children. 
While the NY DREAM Act 
was not included in the 
final budget proposal, we 
urge the state Legislature 
to pass this landmark legis-
lation this year.

The need for a college-
educated workforce in our 
state has never been great-
er. The U.S. Department of 
Labor estimates that 90 per-
cent of the fastest-growing 
jobs will require some post-
secondary education. These 

jobs promise to provide 
true, middle-class wages — 
an additional $25,000 a year 
for jobs requiring a college 
degree.

But while a recent sur-
vey found that 39 percent of 
teenagers are interested in 
starting a business, the sad 
truth is many young people 
lack the technical skills and 
training they need to suc-
ceed in this new economy. 
We should be embracing 
the entrepreneurial spirit 
of our young people, not 
shutting the golden door of 
opportunity to hardwork-
ing youth determined to 
succeed.

By passing the 
DREAM Act, we will enable 
thousands of young people 
throughout New York to ac-
cess higher education, im-

prove their lives and con-
tribute to our city, state and 
nation. The diversity of our 
communities is a powerful 
force for economic growth, 
and by passing the DREAM 
Act we would be harness-
ing it as never before.

We are fighting so 
these first-generation 
Americans — the future 
innovators and entrepre-
neurs of the Empire State 
— can go to college and fol-
low their dreams.

We are fighting for the 
economic advancement of 
all New York communities 
that will benefit from hav-
ing a 21st-century work-
force prepared to handle 
the complex challenges of 
an increasingly intercon-
nected global economy.

And we are fighting to 

remain true to the promise 
of the torch, the idea that 
all people, no matter where 
they come from or where 
they are heading, will be 
welcome in the five bor-
oughs and throughout the 
Empire State.

If we are to truly honor 
Lazarus’ inspiring words, 
we must give these young 
people every opportunity 
to develop their talents, put 
down roots and contribute 
to the fabric of our commu-
nities.

Francisco Moya
State Assemblyman

(D-Jackson Heights)

Scott Stringer
Borough President

Manhattan
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T
he spy genre in mov-
ies, books and televi-
sion has been popu-
lar in America for 

decades. This year’s 50th 
anniversary of the James 
Bond film series and the 
popularity of the TV show 
“Homeland” are examples 
of this. The real stories of 
men and women in the ser-
vice of the U.S. Central In-
telligence Agency are often 
as fascinating and outland-
ish as their fictional coun-
terparts.

William Casey had 
deep roots in Queens. 
Grandfather George Casey 

was chief of the Long Is-
land City Fire Department, 
a service that had the dis-
tinction of being the only 
professional fire depart-
ment in pre-consolidation 
Queens. Under his leader-
ship, it was accepted as an 
equal service by the New 
York Fire Department 
when Queens became part 
of New York City in 1898.

Grandson William led 
a more distinguished life. 
He may not have been an 
active agent in the field car-
rying out dangerous mis-
sions, but as director of the 
Office of Strategic Services 

during World War II and 
later Director of the CIA 
under President Ronald 
Reagan, Casey was privy 
to the planning and execu-
tion of American espionage 
efforts at the highest levels 
for a generation.

He was born in 
Elmhurst in 1913, gradu-
ated from Fordham Univer-
sity in 1934 and received his 
law degree from St. John’s 
University in 1937. After 
his experiences in the U.S. 
Army and the O.S.S. during 
the war, Casey entered the 
private sector as a success-
ful attorney and business-
man. His attentions quickly 
turned to politics.

Although his cam-
paign for Congress in 1966 
was not successful, it was 
an entry into Republican 
politics. Casey was soon 

working for President Rich-
ard Nixon as an undersec-
retary of state and then as 
chairman of the U.S. Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission. He was known as 
an active and tenacious ad-
vocate for investors.

In the 1980 election, 
Reagan tapped Casey to be 
his campaign manager. Af-
ter the election, Reagan ap-
pointed Casey to head the 
CIA. Reagan pursued an 
active agenda with the CIA, 

most famously in Central 
America.

In 1987, news of the 
Iran-Contra affair broke. 
The CIA was accused of 
selling arms to Iran so hos-
tages held in the Middle 
East would be released. The 
proceeds from those sales 
were diverted to the Contra 
rebels in Nicaragua, con-
tradicting U.S. law at the 
time that prohibited their 
support. A huge scandal 
erupted.

Casey was summoned 
to testify before Congress 
about his role, but hours 
before he was scheduled to 
appear, he suffered a sei-
zure and was hospitalized. 
A brain tumor was found. 
Although surgery was per-
formed, Casey ultimately 
died May 6, 1987.

Casey leaves a com-
plicated and controversial 
legacy as a high level public 
servant under several pres-
idential administrations.

Notable quote: “We’ll 
know our disinformation 
program is complete when 
everything the American 
public believes is false.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Former head of CIA had ties to LIC fi re department

Third parties have long history in local, national politics

T
he 2013 election in 
New York City is 
coming soon and it 
includes both the pri-

mary and general elections 
for mayor and all elected ex-
ecutive city officials — that 
is, in addition to the entire 
City Council being up for 
election or re-election.

As in previous cam-
paigns, third parties have 
played a significant role 
in adding to the political 
strength of candidates. The 
Independence and Working 
Families parties have cho-
sen mayoral candidates, 
and the Conservative Party 
will be choosing its in the 
near future.

Although John Catsi-
matidis and Joseph Lhota 
are probably considered 
the two most likely candi-
dates to receive Conserva-
tive support, nevertheless 
George McDonald has 
asked for Conservative 
backing.

In a recent interview 
with Queens Republican 
Party Chairman Thomas 
Long, we discussed the 
upcoming mayoral race in 
terms of the Conservative 
Party’s views of the cam-
paign. When asked what 
generally is the Conserva-
tive Party’s main concern 
in choosing a candidate for 
mayor, he said the candi-
date should give some pri-
ority to the taxing policies 
of the city government in 
addition to creating jobs in 
the private sector.

Long also mentioned 
that the anti-crime policies 
of the last 20 years, includ-

ing stop-and-frisk, should 
continue. Long believes 
a Conservative Party en-
dorsement is important, 
since it could determine the 
election results this year.

Regarding former Gov. 
George Pataki’s endorse-
ment of Catsimatidis for 
mayor, Long said he was 
not saying Catsimatidis is 
not the right candidate, but 
he thought Pataki should 
have waited a while. Long 
believes it was too soon for 
an endorsement.

The Conservative Par-
ty will probably make its 
decision about its mayoral 
candidate in March or soon 
after that.

Long also said there is 
a need for strong leadership 
in the mayor’s office to lead 
a city of 8 million people, es-
pecially during this time of 
economic crisis.

Long will lead a Con-
servative Party county or-

ganization in the battle for 
the mayor’s office. He in-
tends to continue the fight 
to bring more conservative-
minded people to public of-
fice.

Third parties have 
always been an important 
part of the American politi-
cal landscape, especially in 
New York City after World 
War II, when a group of 
third parties entered city 
politics from the 1940s to 
the ’80s.

Among these political 
parties were the American 

Labor, the Socialist Work-
ers, the Liberal, the Right 
to Life, the Conservative, 
the Independence and the 
Working Families parties.

Over the years, third 
party endorsements formed 
the winning margins in 
various close elections 
in New York City and the 
state.

We have in the past 
referred to American poli-
tics as having a two-party 
system. That is not exactly 
the case, since we have had 
several third parties run 

nationally and affect the 
national outcome.

The 1912 presidential 
campaign, for example, 
had Republican William 
Howard Taft, Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson and third 
party candidate Theodore 
Roosevelt, who ran on the 
Progressive Party ticket.

With the Republican 
vote split between Taft and 
Roosevelt, Wilson was able 
to win.

The GOP began as a 
third party in the 1850s and 
became one of the two major 
American political parties 
in 1860 with the election of 
Abraham Lincoln. As time 
goes by, there probably will 
be more third parties com-
ing into being in the Ameri-
can political system.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

The Independence and Working 
Families parties have chosen mayoral 

candidates, and the Conservative Party 
will be choosing its in the near future.

William Casey was born in Elmhurst 
in 1913, graduated from Fordham 

University in 1934 and received his law 
degree from St. John’s University in 

1937.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 29-A

PR. 4, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

15

BT

©2013 New York Community Bank- Member FDIC

Best Wishes
to all our friends and neighbors for a very

Happy and Healthy

Easter & Passover
Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
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Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take  or Q37.  

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains.
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These world-renowned magicians have 
performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiving  
Day Parade® and throughout Europe.  
This special New York appearance  
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Tickets are just $5 for a limited time. Tickets available  

via  at rwnewyork.com or at the 1st�%����&����
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BY PHIL CORSO

Fire Department of-
ficials had yet to identify 
what caused the fire on an 
upper floor at North Shore 
Towers that left one woman 
dead Monday, the FDNY 
said.

Authorities received 
word of the blaze on the 
30th floor of the Coleridge 
Tower building, at 269-10 
Grand Central Pkwy. in Lit-
tle Neck, around 12:16 p.m., 

where they discovered the 
unidentified body, fire offi-
cials said.

The blaze was already 
extinguished by the time 
they had a arrived, mean-
ing it may have burned it-
self out quickly, the FDNY 
said.

Though the victim’s 
identity was not yet re-
leased, officials at the scene 
confirmed it was a woman 
who lived in the building 
and had been burned in the 

fire.
The cause of the fire 

was still unknown and fire 
marshals were investigat-
ing as of press time Wednes-
day, officials said.

Residents inside the 
tower reported seeing 
smoke coming from outside 
the building at the time of 
the incident, but could not 
identify any other informa-
tion. Management at North 
Shore Towers did not return 
calls seeking comment.

North Shore Towers fi re 
leaves one dead: FDNY

Fire officials are investigating the cause of a North Shore Towers fire Monday that led them to discov-
ering one resident’s dead body. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Closed Sundays

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Closed Sundays

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

Closed Sundays

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

LEADING FABRICATORS OF 
WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

A it ill B ld

Proudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 12
MONTHS!

†

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES PRE-SEASON SAVINGS!

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 12 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

Glendale mall expects makeover to boost business
BY STEVE MOSCO

The owners of a mall 
in Glendale announced 
vast changes this week in 
an effort to inject new life 
into the struggling shops.

After revealing last 
August that trendy fashion 
retailer Forever 21 planned 
to open a 15,000-square-foot 
store at the Shops at Atlas 
Park this summer, Macer-
ich, the mall owner, de-
clared more alterations are 
on the way.

The Shops at Atlas 
Park, located at 80-00 Coo-
per Ave., also said trendy 
women’s clothing retailer 
Charlotte Russe will be 
added to the mall, and con-
struction has started on 
updates to the property’s 
Center Green open space.

“These two exception-
al retailers are a real fit for 
the dynamic community 
surrounding The Shops 
at Atlas Park,” said Liza 
Diaz, property manager for 
the shopping center, which 

was acquired by Macerich 
in a foreclosure auction in 
2011. “We are pleased to be 
bringing more exciting, 
destination retail concepts 
to this property.”

Changes to the cen-
ter court area will include 
new, moveable glass ki-
osks for seasonal and spe-

cialty merchandise and a 
10,000-square-foot area de-
signed to host events and 
entertainment ranging 
from community groups  
and seasonal festivities to 
outdoor concerts. The new 
entertainment area and re-
tailers are set to open this 
summer.

Macerich, which 
owns, operates and devel-
ops malls across the coun-
try, also owns the Queens 
Center Mall in Elmhurst. It 
would not comment on any 
possible plans to change 
the mall’s name.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-

dle Village) said the shop’s 
former owners had no expe-
rience operating a mall and 
it showed.

“Rest assured Macer-
ich knows how to run a 
mall,” she said. “They took 
the mall out of bankruptcy 
during the worst recession 
in recent times and they 
are going to turn this into 
a great economic engine for 
our community.”

According to Macer-
ich’s website, The Shops 
contain roughly 216,000 
square feet of in-line retail 
space, 142,000 square feet 
of major and anchor re-
tail space and about 41,000 
square feet of office space.

Diaz said this latest 
announcement is the first 
of many as Macerich moves 
to solidify the mall’s future 
lineup. The center also will 
start construction on ad-
ditional parking spots to 
make nearly 100, upfront 
parking spaces available to 
shoppers and diners.

The community has 

expressed frustration 
about the lack of changes 
at the mall in the past and 
the Glendale Civic Asso-
ciation’s Facebook page 
is jammed with skeptical 
comments from residents, 
but Diaz said Macerich is 
working hard to create a 
shopping area the neigh-
borhood would be proud to 
call its own.

“This community is 
looking for a retail, dining 
and entertainment desti-
nation that feels modern, 
comfortable and family-
friendly,” said Diaz. “We 
are investing in The Shops 
at Atlas Park as an appeal-
ing centerpiece for this 
part of Queens. Our vision 
is to create not only a fine 
shopping destination with 
great dining options but 
to establish a community 
gathering spot with the 
Center Green.”

Diaz said the mall will 
remain open during con-
struction.

The owner of the Shops at Atlas Park has begun construction on a new greenspace at the mall. 
Rendering courtesy Macerich
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  aaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn----------------------IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
RaRaRRRaRaRaaaRRRaRRRRRaR tetetetetetetettteteet ssssssssssssssss aaaaaaapapppppaaaaaapaaaaaappaaaaaaapaaapaaaaaaaaaaaaa ppppplpllllllppplyyyyyyyyyy tttotttttotototototototttot AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAsssststttstssstssststoroorrorororooo iaiaiiaiiiiiaiaiia llllllllllllllococococccoccoccococooocc ttatatattatttattttatattttatatttttatiiiioioiooioioiionnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ooooooooononononononnononononnonononoooooononnnnnooooooonnooooonoonooonoooonoonoooononooooonooooooononononononononoooonoooonononoonoonnoooonoonnnonnooonooooonnnnnnnnnnooooooonnnnnnnnoooonnnnnnlylylylyllylyllllylll

Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Best Wishes for  
a Joyous Passover  

and a Happy Easter

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Available in New York, New Jersey  
and eastern Pennsylvania

800-522-4100 - Option 3
valleynationalbank.com/499

75-20 Astoria Boulevard         
Flushing  
Edward Barbier          
718-426-2200

76-09 Main Street                   
Kew Gardens
Jeffrey Doberman         
718-261-4357

64-01 Grand Avenue              
Maspeth
Robert Volkommer          
718-366-0748

69-20 80th Street                    
Middle Village
Alex Lagombra  
718-326-2420

107-01 Liberty Avenue                       
Ozone Park
Jayne Wadhawan    
718 529-0148

94-05 63rd Drive                     
Rego Park
Elisa Pappas
718-459-1926    

We’ve helped 
thousands of people save!

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Authorities broke up 
an illegal prescription-
drug dealing outfit that al-
legedly used forged scripts 
to buy oxycodone pills at 
more than half a dozen 
pharmacies in the city and 
the Hudson Valley, includ-
ing one in Richmond Hill, 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced 
last week.

The gang’s suspected 
ringleader, 49-year-old 
John Bland, of the Bronx, 
supplied his accomplices 
with phony prescriptions 
he wrote on stolen forms 
and drove them to pharma-
cies in the city and Orange 
County, where they would 
purchase the pills and hand 
them over to Bland, Schnei-
derman said.

During a span of three 
days last March, alleged ac-

complice Paul Perez twice 
walked out of Dale Phar-
macy and Surgical Inc. in 
Richmond Hill with 240 
of the addictive pain kill-
ers and handed them over 
to Bland, according to the 
criminal complaint.

All told, the crew 
bought thousands of pills, 
with a street value in the 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, which Bland alleg-
edly sold to bulk drug deal-
ers before the authorities 
put an end to the scheme, 
the AG said.

“My office will do ev-
erything in its power to 
crack down on the crimi-
nals who use fake prescrip-
tions to fuel dangerous ad-
dictions and illegally traffic 
in prescription narcotics,” 
Schneiderman said. “Cases 
like this are exactly why 
my office fought to pass 
New York’s historic I-STOP 

prescription drug abuse 
prevention law. Illegally 
profiting off the addiction 
and suffering of others is 
a crime, and the kingpin of 
this operation and his ac-
complices will now be held 
accountable.”

Passed last summer, 
the Internet System for 
Tracking Over-Prescribing 
Act requires the state De-
partment of Health com-
missioner to create a system 
for tracking controlled-sub-
stance prescriptions in real 
time and does away with 
most paper forms in favor 
of e-scripts.

Schneiderman said 
the system does not go on-
line until August, but had 
it been in place, it would 
have prevented Bland from 
allegedly using stolen and 
forged prescriptions.

Group used phony prescriptions 
to fool Rich Hill pharmacy: AG
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$25  rebate*

$50  rebate*

per  
unit

per 
unit

Duette  Architella  Honeycomb Shades

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

Visit Our Second
Location At:

97-18 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday — Saturday

10am to 5pm

We carry all name brands
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Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Dream Foundation grants fi nal wish to Maspeth man
Terminally ill golf fanatic Raymond Finerty receives two passes to Masters tournament in Augusta

BY STEVE MOSCO

Raymond Finerty has 
long dreamed about visit-
ing the sacred links of the 
Augusta National Golf Club 
in Georgia for the Masters 
tournament.

And after three years 
battling cancer, the termi-
nally ill 59-year-old Mas-
peth resident is about to 
wake up in a world where 
that dream is a reality.

The Dream Founda-
tion, the first and largest 
national wish-granting or-
ganization for adults and 
their families suffering 
life-threatening illnesses, 
is  fulfilling Finerty’s final 
wish to visit the famous golf 
club in April and attend the 
decisive round of the Mas-
ters, one of the four major 
championships in profes-
sional golf.

“We are honored to 
serve Raymond’s dream, 

especially since he’s waited 
his whole life to visit Au-
gusta National,” said Kelly 
Sweda, communications 
manager with Dream Foun-
dation, which sent several 
officials to meet Finerty 
and his wife Mary at their 
Maspeth home Tuesday. 
“He and his son will have 
an unforgettable time away 
from the realities of life 
with terminal cancer.”

Finerty plans to bring 
his son Keith with him on 
the  journey to Augusta.

Gaining entry to the 
prestigious event is an ex-
pensive undertaking. Even 
after airline seats and ho-
tel rooms are booked, golf 
fanatics still have to shell 
out hundreds — sometimes 
thousands — of dollars to 
see the likes of Tiger Woods 
and Rory McIlroy compete 
on the course.

It is a place Finerty 
never thought he would see 

in person.
“This is quite a bit 

more than I was expect-
ing,” the quiet Finerty 
said through a thick Irish 
brogue. “For golf fans it’s 
like going to Mecca.”

With a prognosis of 
fewer than six months to 
live due to advanced stage 
mesothelioma, Finerty is 

currently on hiatus from 
treatment while he sup-
ports his wife who is also 
battling cancer.

“We are good, we are 
strong and we are going to 
keep going,” said Finerty’s 
unshakable wife Mary. 
“There are obstacles in ev-
eryone’s life. And there is 
nothing you can do but face 

them.”
An avid golfer himself, 

Finerty said his best game 
ever was when he shot a 
77 at the Douglaston Golf 
Course. He does not count 
on having the opportunity 
to play a round at Augusta, 
but he certainly would not 
turn down the chance if it 
came up.

The Finertys’ children, 
Keith, Sheila and Amy, 
all learned golf from their 
father after they left West-
meath, Ireland, for America 
close to 30 years ago. And it 
was his children, all adults 
today, who fought to fulfill 
their father’s final wish.

“I’m so glad he will be 
out there on the course,” 
Mary said. “It will be great 
for him and great for every-
body.”

Finerty’s dream would 
not have been possible 
without the efforts of the 
Shivas Irons Society, which 

provides opportunities for 
community, discovery and 
transformation through 
golf.

Through a member, 
the society connected with 
a U.S. Golf Association offi-
cial — also an Augusta Na-
tional member — who gra-
ciously donated two tickets 
to the April 14 tournament 
final.

“The society and its of-
ficers, directors and mem-
bers are all very pleased to 
partner with Dream Foun-
dation in the realization of 
Raymond’s dream,” said 
Bryan Golden, Shivas Irons 
Society executive director. 
“We know that at this time 
of crisis in Raymond’s life, 
he will benefit from the 
sense of fulfillment that 
being present for the final 
round of this most presti-
gious golf tournament will 
bring.”

Raymond Finerty, with his dog Paulie, plans to take his 
son Keith with him to Augusta, Ga., for the golf Masters. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Going smoke-free is the only way to 
protect your family and neighbors from the 
dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 
 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Queens Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building can 
go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Weeks after Hurricane 
Sandy ravaged the Rock-
aways and other areas of 
Queens, it was common 
to see long lines of people 
waiting for emergency 
food: sandwiches, soup, 
snacks and ready-to-eat 
meals. For some this was 
their main or only source 
of food, with refrigerators 
without power and grocery 
stores or bodegas still too 
damaged to open.

Now five months after 
the storm, people still need 
emergency food assistance 
as they continue on the 
long road to recovery, and 
food providers are noticing 
the numbers remain higher 
than before the storm.

“When you’re experi-
encing a crisis, that doesn’t 
just go away in one month,” 
said Dominique Jones, the 
chief programs officer for 
the Food Bank for New 
York City.

A number of emer-

gency food providers that 
are operating soup kitch-
ens or other food services 
in affected areas such as 
the Rockaways have told 
the Food Bank that there 
has been a slight uptick in 
demand since the storm, 
Jones said.

“The Rockaways was 
an area where there was 
demonstrated need [for 
food aid] even before the 
storm,” Jones said. “I think 
it’s more pronounced now.”

She said a number of 
people are struggling with 
limited resources that are 

now devoted to rebuilding, 
paying rent for a temporary 
home or other needs. In ad-
dition, some grocery stores 
and bodegas still remain 
closed and transportation 
has been limited in some 
areas, cutting off some peo-
ple’s access to food sources, 

she said.
Thus, some may forgo 

food in order to make ends 
meet, Jones said.

“Food sometimes is 
the first thing that gets sac-
rificed,” she said.

In order to bolster 
emergency food providers 
such as food pantries and 
soup kitchens that are help-
ing to fill the gap since the 
storm, the Mayor’s Fund 
to Advance New York City 
recently announced it is 
providing more than $1.7 
million to the NYC Food 
Bank and City Harvest. 
Those organizations will 
allocate the money to orga-
nizations providing food on 
the ground.

“In the weeks and 
months following the storm, 
our office has worked in 
close collaboration with re-
lief organizations who went 
to great lengths to provide 
food to those in need,” said 
city Food Policy Coordi-
nator Kim Kessler. “The 
Mayor’s Fund grants will 

support the many provid-
ers that sprang into action 
right after the storm and 
those that have sustained 
their efforts through the 
long term.”

Jones said part of the 
money is going to organiza-
tions to help them with the 
costs of operating food pan-
tries or soup kitchens and 
providing services such as 
enabling people to apply 
for Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program ben-
efits or an earned income 
tax credit. The rest of the 
money is going to assist or-
ganizations expand to meet 
the rising demand for food 
aid and services.

Jones said the grant 
money from the Mayor’s 
Fund is critical to organi-
zations that provide emer-
gency food assistance.

“We’re now in this 
space of recovery, but we 
know on the ground that 
needs are changing every 
day,” she said.

Rockaways still in need of food aid after storm

Occupy Sandy volunteers distribute food by flashlight on Rockaway Beach Boulevard.
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BTOUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 
EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 
OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 
YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 
REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 
AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

9-
AP

R. 
4,

 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

24

BT

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 

BY REBECCA HENELY

After years of unsuccessful attempts 
to get a crossing guard at the intersec-
tion of Horace Harding Expressway and 
Junction Boulevard, community mem-
bers are asking for speed cameras, state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) said 
this week.

“We’re trying to prevent a tragedy 
here,” Peralta said.

The intersection — at the dividing 
line of Elmhurst, Corona and Rego Park 
— abuts government buildings and the 
Rego Center Mall and, to the communi-
ty’s concern, is two blocks away from PS 
206, at 61-02 98th St. in Rego Park.

Pat Martin is president of the Le-
Frak City Library, which is within walk-
ing distance of the intersection, at 98-30 
57th Ave. in Corona. She said three years 
ago, the parents at PS 206 began demand-
ing that a crossing guard be placed at the 
intersection, and the library heard of it 
at one of its open forums a year later, tak-
ing up the cause.

A petition collected numerous sig-
natures as well as the support of elected 
officials, Community Board 4 and the 
110th Precinct, which covers Elmhurst 
and southern Corona, but no crossing 
guard has been put into place.

“We just can’t figure that out,” she 
said. “Everyone is involved. Everyone 
agrees that that is a dangerous corner.”

She suggested the issue may be that 
the 112th Precinct, which includes Rego 
Park, covers the intersection. A crossing 
guard has been placed at the intersection 
of 99th Street and Horace Harding Ex-
pressway, but Martin said  that intersec-
tion is not as dangerous and the guard 
could be moved.

In lieu of a guard being put into 
place, Peralta said in an interview he 
is pushing for speed cameras. While 
the cameras may not immediately slow 
the cars down, Peralta said the drivers 
would eventually learn of the speed cam-
era and do so.

“You can’t get to them on a moral 
level? Maybe we’ll get to them on a finan-
cial level,” Peralta said.

Junction, Horace Harding 
need speed cameras: Peralta
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BTSpend your summer on a 
college campus!
Make the most of your summer by experiencing 

Hofstra Summer Camps, the largest University-based 
camp on the East Coast! With innovative programs, 

state-of-the-art facilities and a dedicated staff, Hofstra 
Summer Camps is the place to be this summer!

Specializing in academics, 
athletics and the arts

Open House
Sunday, April 7, 2013

Noon-2 p.m.
David S. Mack Physical Education Center

North Campus

•  Transportation 
   and lunch

•  Olympic-sized pool
•  Instructional swim
•  240-acre campus

•  Special events
•  State-of-the-art facilities

   and computer labs

•  Warm and caring
   professional staff

•  Registered nurses on
   staff all day

•  College science labs
•  Indoor and outdoor
   athletic and cultural

   facilities

For more information and to register, 
call 516-463-CAMP or visit hofstra.edu/camp.

Mention this ad and receive a free gift 
when you register for camp.
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Hunts Pt., Bronx, Feb 4, 
2013- Action Environmen-
tal Group’s transfer station 
is located on 132nd st in the 
Bronx. It rests right on the 
shore line of the East River 
that was severely damaged 
by Hurricane Sandy. Action 
reached out to Sustainable 
South Bronx (SSBx), a non-
profit organization based in 
the Hunts Point section of 
the South Bronx. 

Six BEST Academy grad-
uates worked at Action’s 
facility to help with the 
clean-up. Over seven days, 
they cleaned the shoreline, 
removing all kinds of debris 
from newspaper to wreck-
age.

SSBx’s mission is to ad-
dress economic and environ-
mental issues in the South 
Bronx – and throughout 
New York City – through a 
combination of green job 

training, community green-
ing programs, and social 
enterprise. SSBx’s flagship 
program is its BEST (Bronx 

Environmental Steward-
ship Training) Academy job 
training program, which 
prepares New York City 

residents from low-income 
communities for jobs in the 
growing green collar sec-
tor. Action Environmental 

Group although predomi-
nately known as a “garbage 
company” invests a lot of 
resources and efforts to be 
a green company. Action of-
fers green services like in-
novative recycling services 
and composting. Action is 
currently building an Opti-
cal Sorter at 132nd Street. 
This Optical Sorter will use 

optic lens that will identify 
and sort recyclables based 
on their chemical composi-
tion. This is make recycling 
easier and more efficient for 
their customers.  

Jenna DiBella, Action 
Environmental Group, 451 
Frelinghuysen Ave Newark 
NJ 07411, (973)286 7009, jdi-
bella@actioncarting.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Action Environmental Group and Sustainable South Bronx 
come together to restore shore line after Hurricane Sandy.

“Wishing You and Your 
Family a Blessed Easter and 

Joyous Passover.”
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HSBR011210089

Private Tutoring, Small Group Instruction, 
Classroom and Online Courses.

*Visit princetonreview.com/guarantee for details.
 Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with 
 The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.

 
(800-273-8439) 

St. John’s law student fund-raises for a cure
BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Megan Quail is no 

stranger to fund-raising for 
the fight against cancer.

The Astoria resident 
lost a friend to cancer five 
years ago when she was 
19, and since then she has 
jumped into marathons and 
various other fund-raisers 
as a way to deal with his 
death and work through 
her grief.

One of her largest un-

dertakings was to run a 
half-marathon as an un-
dergraduate student with 
6,000 other people in order 
to help raise the collective 
goal of $400,000 for cancer 
research. 

Now, as a third-year 
law student at St. John’s 
University, she is about to 
attempt one of her most am-
bitious goals yet: to raise 
$100,000 for cancer research 
in the next 10 weeks.

“For me individually 
this is the biggest amount 
I’ve ever sought to fund-
raise,” she said.

Quail is undertaking 
the effort as part of her 
competition in the third 
annual Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society New York 
Chapter’s Man and Woman 
of the Year Campaign. She 
was nominated along with 
16 others from all walks of 
life to take part.

The money they raise 
will not only go to blood 
cancer research, but to cov-
ering patient expenses such 
as medication and testing, 
free educational materials, 
counseling programs and 
other types of assistance.

The competition this 
year is in honor of Fran-

cesco Galvano, a 13-year-
old from Pearl River, N.Y., 
who was diagnosed with 
leukemia two years ago and 
has been undergoing treat-
ment.

Nominees who raise 
the most money will be 
named Man or Woman of 
the Year, but Quail said the 
real purpose of the event is 
not so much about the com-
petition.

“It’s really about rais-

ing the most money and 
helping the other candi-
dates do well also,” she 
said, pointing out that all 
the nominees see the larger 
purpose as fighting cancer. 
“We all share the same pas-
sion.”

As part of Quail’s fund-
raising efforts, she is orga-
nizing a number of events, 
including a fashion show 
in Manhattan May 11 that 
will feature dancing, raf-

fles and an auction. Other 
events, such as a luncheon 
honoring people who have 
been affected by cancer and 
a 5K walk/run, will take 
place in Orangeburg, N.Y.,  
and Pearl River.

All of the nominees’ 
efforts will culminate in a 
grand finale gala June 6, 
when the winner will be 
named.

Quail said she is in-
spired in her work to fight 

cancer by her friend, Joe 
Pennisi, who died in 2008 
from bone cancer after a 
three-year battle.

“He was such an inspi-
rational kid,” she said, add-
ing that after his diagnosis 
he never complained and 
continued to go to school 
and play hockey, which was 
his passion.

“It’s something that’s 
very Joe-like, to not give 
up,” she said.

Megan Quail is a third-year law 
student at St. John’s University 
who is attempting to raise 
$100,000 for cancer research 
as part of her competition in 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society New York Chapter’s 
Man and Woman of the Year 
Campaign. Courtesy Megan Quail

platform, which focused on 
defending the quality of life 
for Queens residents.

“My campaign is 
very simple — protect 
your neighborhood. Do no 
harm,” he said, touting 
his credentials of fighting 
overdevelopment in several 
areas in the borough.

Graziano also dis-
cussed education and the 
need to wrest control from 
the mayor and give it to 
communities, and his op-
position to giving, selling 
or leasing parkland for pri-
vate development.

A day after Graziano 
spoke, one of his competi-
tors ended his campaign.

“The past year has 
been one of the most dif-
ficult of my life,” Silver-
stein, who hails from Bay 
Terrace, said in a letter 

sent out to supporters. “In 
December, my mom passed 
away from cancer at the 
age of 66. My mom was an 
amazing woman who want-
ed me to continue fighting 
for the issues I care about. 
However, after consulting 
with my friends and family, 
I have decided to suspend 
my campaign.”

Warren Schreiber 
heads a civic in Bay Ter-
race, and was working on 
Silverstein’s campaign un-
til Sunday’s notice.

Schreiber had not de-
cided which candidate he 
would back, if he backs any, 
but his nod could be impor-
tant for shepherding votes 
toward a particular con-
tender now that Silverstein 
is out.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5

Graziano
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BT STOP
paying high oil prices!
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Dundee
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For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A state senator from 

Queens cheered a poll re-
leased last week showing 
that for the first time New 
Yorkers are opposed to hy-
draulic fracturing in the 
Marcellus Shale by a clear 
margin.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), a longtime op-
ponent of the natural gas 
drilling method and rank-
ing minority member of the 
Senate Environmental Con-
servation Committee, said 
the poll showed a grass-
roots movement against hy-
drofracking is resonating 
in New York.

“The bottom line is 
that hydrofracking is an 
extremely dangerous drill-
ing practice and cannot be 
allowed in this state,” he 
said.

He said other states 
that allow drilling have 
experienced contaminated 
water, increased seismic 
activity, crumbling infra-
structure and lower prop-
erty values.

Hydrofracking is the 
process of extracting natu-
ral gas from shale rock by 
blasting a mix of water and 
chemicals at high pressure 

into underground wells.
“It is clear from this 

poll that New Yorkers are 
sending a message that 
we cannot allow the same 
thing to happen to our 
state,” he said.

The Quinnipiac Uni-
versity poll, released 
March 20, found 46 percent 
of people in the state oppose 
drilling, while 39 percent 
support it.

But the New York 
State Petroleum Council 
dismissed the results of the 
poll, saying that New York 
City voters, who are more 
strongly against drilling, 
unduly influenced the re-
sults.

“As we read today’s 
Quinnipiac poll, more up-
state New Yorkers support 
hydraulic fracturing; oth-
ers will point to the overall 
numbers that are heavily 
skewed by New York City 
voters who enjoy the bene-
fits of cheap natural gas but 
have bought into the fear 
tactics by so-called activ-
ists,” said the trade group’s 
executive director, Karen 
Moreau.

According to the poll, 
a little more than half of all 
New Yorkers oppose drill-
ing in the Marcellus Shale, 

with only 32 percent in fa-
vor. But 44 percent of people 
upstate support drilling, 
compared to 42 percent who 
are opposed.

That marks a shift 
from August 2011, when the 
Quinnipiac poll first asked 
people about their support 
for drilling. At that time 47 
percent were in favor and 
42 percent were opposed.

The director of the 
Quinnipiac University Poll-
ing Institute, Maurice  Car-
roll, suggested that people 
in the state might also be 
getting increasingly im-
patient with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s indecision on 
whether to allow hydrof-
racking to proceed.

“More of them see foot-
dragging by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo rather than a care-
ful evaluation,” Carroll 
said.

There has been a mora-
torium on high-volume hor-
izontal hydraulic fractur-
ing in New York since 2008 
while the state conducts an 
environmental review.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

New Yorkers oppose 
fracking, poll shows

A Wyoming County, Pa., gas well malfunctions, allowing wastewater to spout into the air. 
AP Photo/Scranton Times & Tribune, Michael J. Mullen
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What to know about 

BLADDER
CANCER

In a given year, the National Cancer 
Institute estimates that more than 70,000 
Americans will be diagnosed with blad-
der cancer, while the Canadian Can-
cer Society estimates than slightly less 
than 8,000 Canadians will learn they 
have bladder cancer this year.

Despite its prevalence, bladder can-
cer remains a mystery to many people. 
But as is true of many cases of can-
cer, early detection of bladder cancer 
increases the chances that treatment 
will prove successful. So while blad-
der cancer might not be a hot topic, 
knowing its risk factors and symptoms 
increases the likelihood of early detec-
tion and successful treatment.

Where is the bladder, and what 

does it do?

The bladder is a hollow, balloon-
shaped organ found in the lower abdo-
men. It collects and stores urine made 
by the kidneys, which pass urine to 
the bladder. When the bladder is full, 
the muscles lining its wall tighten and 
urine leaves the body.

The bladder wall has three layers. 
The inner layer of the bladder is also 
known as the lining. The transitional 
cells along the lining surface stretch 
as the bladder fi lls up with urine, and 
these cells shrink when the bladder is 
emptied. Nearly all bladder cancers 
start in the lining.

The middle layer of the bladder wall 
is muscle tissue, which will squeeze 
urine out of the body when the bladder 
is full. The outer layer covers the blad-
der, and it is made up of fat, fi brous tis-
sue and blood vessels.

What are the risk factors for 

bladder cancer?

 It’s important to note that a risk 
factor is something that may increase 
the chance of getting a disease. But the 
presence of a risk factor does not guar-
antee a person will get a disease. That 
said, studies have shown that there are 
several risk factors for bladder cancer. 

Those risk factors include the follow-
ing:

• Smoking: The institute and the 
Canadian Cancer Society note that 
smoking is the most common risk fac-
tor for bladder cancer. The tars and 
chemicals from tobacco smoke pass 
from the lungs into the bloodstream 
and then into the urine. That urine col-
lects in the bladder. People who smoke 
for many years have a higher risk than 
nonsmokers or those who smoke for a 
short time.

• Exposure to chemicals: The pres-
ence of cancer-causing chemicals in 
the workplace increases an individu-
al’s risk for bladder cancer. Men and 
women who work in the dye, rubber, 
chemical, metal, textile, and leather 
industries may be especially at risk. 
The institute notes that hairdressers, 
printers, machinists, painters, and 
truck drivers are also at risk.

• Personal history: People who have 
already had bladder cancer have an in-
creased risk of getting it again. 

• Medication and treatment: Those 
with cancer who have been treated 
with cyclophosphamide, a drug used 
to treat many different types of cancer, 
may be at increased risk of developing 
bladder cancer. In addition, people who 
have had radiation therapy to the abdo-
men or pelvis may also be at increased 
risk.

• Arsenic: A poison that increases 
the risk of bladder cancer, arsenic can 
be found in drinking water. Developed 
countries may have safety measures 
that limit arsenic levels in drinking 
water, but those same measures might 
not be in place overseas, particularly 
in less-developed countries.

Are there symptoms of bladder 

cancer?

Just like with risk factors, a person 
may exhibit the symptoms of bladder 

Continued on Page 34

A TimesLedger Special Section, Mar. 29 - Apr. 4, 2013
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Cancer patients are well-
versed in treatment options, 
with chemotherapy, radia-
tion, and surgery gener-
ally at the forefront of their 
treatment plans. They are 
also very aware of the side 
effects of those treatments, 
some of which include pain, 
nausea, hair loss, and fa-
tigue. New advancements 
in laser therapy may help 
to change the way doctors 
choose to treat cancer.

Lasers have been used in 
the medical fi eld for many 
years. “Laser” is an acro-
nym for light amplifi cation 
by stimulated emission of 
radiation. Unlike ordinary 
light that has many differ-
ent wavelengths spread in 
various directions, laser 
light has a specifi c wave-
length that is very concen-
trated with a high-intensity. 
It is so powerful that it can 
be used to cut through some 
of the strongest materials, 
like diamonds and steel.  
Lasers also can be used to 
cut through body tissue and 
pinpoint very precise areas 
of the body.

Nowadays lasers are in-
creasingly being used to 
combat cancerous tumors. 
The high-intensity light 
can be directed at a tumor 
and shrink or destroy it. 
Lasers also may be used to 
remove precancerous cells. 
They may be implemented 
to stop symptoms of cancer, 
such as bleeding or pain in 
nerve cells. Furthermore, 
lasers can be used to seal 
lymph vessels to prevent the 
spread of cancer to other ar-
eas of the body.

Lasers are typically 
used in areas of the body 
that are hard to reach or 
require the ultimate in pre-
cision. That’s why, accord-
ing to St. Joseph’s Hospital 
in Atlanta, Ga., laser treat-
ment can be so effective 
when treating the vocal 
cords, skin, lungs, and geni-
tals. They are often used in 
surgery by way of an endo-
scope, which is a small tube 

that allows surgical tools 
access to the body. Lasers 
actually can cut very min-
ute areas, some less than 
the width of thread, which 
minimizes damage to sur-
rounding tissue.

One of the other ways 
lasers are used in cancer 
treatment is through photo-
dynamic therapy. This is a 
method of destroying cancer 
cells selectively while leav-
ing healthy cells unscathed. 
Patients are injected with 
a chemical that reacts with 
argon light. Cancer cells 
tend to hold onto the chemi-
cal longer than healthy 
cells, so doctors wait for a 
precise time after injection 
and then use a red argon la-
ser to focus on the tumor or 
suspected cancerous cells. A 
chemical reaction occurs be-
tween the injected chemical 
and the argon light, destroy-
ing the cancer cells. What’s 
more, argon lasers can pass 
through roughly an inch of 
tissue without damage, so 
photodynamic therapy is 
very popular with cancers 
that are close to or on the 
surface of the skin.

The minimal damage 
and precision of these de-
vices is one of the foremost 
advantages of laser treat-
ment. Surgery with lasers 
can be done on an outpa-
tient basis, potentially re-

ducing some medical costs 
for patients. The National 
Cancer Institute says that 
patients may have less pain 
and scarring and may ac-
tually heal faster without 
much risk of infection after 
a laser procedure. There 
are three different types of 
lasers used in cancer treat-
ments, and patients are 
urged to talk with their doc-
tors about the therapy that 
is right for their situations.

Although laser therapy 
can be a relief to cancer 
patients, there are some 
limitations. Therapy is ex-
pensive and requires bulky, 
specialized equipment. 
Not all medical centers are 
equipped to provide laser 
therapy. Also, surgeons 
must have specialized 
training before they can 
implement laser therapy, 
and there are strict safety 
precautions. One signifi -
cant disadvantage is that 
laser therapy’s effective-
ness does not last as long as 
other methods of treatment. 
As a result, laser treatment 
might need to be repeated 
after the initial procedure.

Laser therapy is a rela-
tively new option doctors 
can consider when treating 
cancer. Patients can discuss 
the pros and cons of this 
therapy with their health-
care providers.  

Laser therapy provides 
tool to treat cancer
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cancer but not have the dis-
ease. In fact, these symp-
toms might be indicative 
of another disease or con-
dition entirely. As a result, 
it’s important for people to 
consult their physicians, 
should any of the following 
symptoms appear.

• Blood in the urine that 
makes urine appear rusty 
or dark red

• Feeling an urgent need 
to empty the bladder

• Having to empty your 
bladder more often than 
usual

• Feeling the need to 
empty the bladder without 
results

• Needing to strain when 
emptying the bladder

• Painful emptying of the 
bladder

How is bladder cancer 

diagnosed?

If your doctor recog-
nizes symptoms of bladder 
cancer, he will try to un-
derstand what’s causing the 
problem. That might be as 
simple as a physical exam, 
but it may also involve one 
or more of the following 
tests.

• Urine test: Patients 
will supply a urine sample, 
which will then be checked 
for blood, cancer cells, and 
other potential indicators 
of the disease.

• Cystoscopy: The doctor 

will use a thin, lighted tube 
known as a cystoscope to 
look directly into the blad-
der. The cystoscope will be 
inserted into the bladder 
through the urethra, so the 
procedure can be painful 
and may require local anes-
thesia.

• Biopsy: A cystoscope 
can remove tissue sam-
ples, and this procedure is 
known as a biopsy. Once 
the tissue samples have suc-
cessfully been removed, a 
pathologist will examine 
them to determine if cancer 
is present. 

The presence of bladder 
cancer symptoms are not 
always indicative of bladder 
cancer. However, the pres-
ence of such symptoms is 
something men and women 
should immediately discuss 
with their physicians.  

Women may sigh in re-
lief because they won’t have 
to make the yearly trek to 
the gynecologist or family 
practitioner for a Pap test 
any longer. New informa-
tion from medical groups 
states that by having pap 
smears in combination 
with a human papillomavi-
rus test, many women can 
safely spread out testing by 
fi ve years.

Recently, advice on 
having cervical cancer 
screenings has varied from 
medical expert to medical 
expert. Many advise women 
to get screened every one to 
three years. Now the U.S. 
Preventative Services Task 
Force, which published a 
new set of guidelines in the 
“Annals of Internal Medi-
cine,” state that by undergo-
ing both a Pap smear and a 
human papillomavirus test 
together, which has been 
dubbed “co-testing,” women 
ages 30 to 65 who have had 
negative results can wait 
another fi ve years before 
the next test. The American 
Cancer Society is another 
organization issuing these 

revised guidelines. Experts 
advise that this is the fi rst 
time that co-testing has 
been suggested and widely 
pushed, although some doc-
tors have been doing co-test-
ing on their own for years.

The change was based 
on information that showed 
more frequent testing for 
cervical cancer did not dra-
matically lower the num-
bers of those at risk. Al-
though the tests are safe, 
fertility risks abound if fur-
ther testing and procedures 
are done as the result of a 
positive Pap test, which can 
sometimes be inaccurate. 
Researchers have also found 
that many cases of cervical 
cancer are linked to human 
papillomavirus. Because 
cellular changes triggered 
from human papillomavi-
rus are slow-moving, it is 
not vital to have annual 
testing. It is possible to fi nd 
and treat the cancer before 
it becomes dangerous, even 
if 10 years have passed, says 
Dr. George Sawaya,  pro-
fessor in the University of 
California, San Francisco, 
Department of Obstetrics, 

Gynecology and Reproduc-
tive Sciences.

Although the guidelines 
are in place, many women 
may continue to have an-
nual Pap smears, particu-
larly because they are used 
to them and don’t want to 
risk their health. Those who 
do not rely on their gynecol-
ogists as their primary care 
providers may be more apt 
to wait longer intervals be-
tween testing.

The Pap smear is named 
after George Papanicolaou, 
a Greek doctor who created 
the test in 1943 and sug-
gested it could provide cru-
cial early detection of cervi-
cal and uterine cancer. Pap 
tests became routine in 1955 
and have reduced cervical 
cancer deaths by around 75 
percent.

Women who are uncer-
tain about waiting longer 
than a year between Pap 
tests can discuss their con-
cerns with their gynecolo-
gists or family doctors. To-
gether they can weigh the 
pros and cons of adopting 
a new schedule for cervical 
cancer screenings.  

Annual Pap tests unnecessary 
for most women, doctors say

Continued from Page 31

BLADDER CANCER

Flushing, NY (March 7, 2013) – CenterLight Healthcare is pleased to announce the open-
ing of its first Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) center in Flushing, 
Queens. The site offers significant benefits to the community’s elderly population, enabling 
them to receive a wide range of healthcare services in one convenient facility. Located in the 
busy downtown district at 136-65 37th Avenue, the new, 10,000 square foot, state-of-the-art 
day care facility offers medical care, rehabilitation, social activities, round-trip transporta-
tion and meals. This is the 14th center opened by the CenterLight PACE program, which is 
the largest and one of the oldest such programs in the country.

“CenterLight’s PACE program benefits not only our members, but their families and 
the community at large,” says Michael Fassler, CEO of CenterLight Health System. “By en-
abling members to continue living safely in their homes, they can remain connected with 
their families and active in their communities.” 

Located in the heart of one of New York’s most historic Asian neighborhoods, the Flush-
ing Center has the capacity to care for 500 members. The Center’s professional staff reflect 
the culturally diverse community and speak multiple languages, including Chinese and Ko-
rean. All members are encouraged to participate in and enjoy the Center’s wide range of day 
care services.

“Flushing’s vibrant culture and proximity to major transportation made this an ideal 
venue for this site, says Maureen Connolly, Vice President of Clinical Operations for PACE.  
“This modern facility serves the needs of our patients in a dynamic neighborhood, sur-
rounded by restaurants, markets and activities. We look forward to serving the needs of our 
patients here for many years to come.” 

CenterLight’s additional PACE facilities are located in the five boroughs of New York, 
Westchester and Long Island. Those needing managed long-term care services and inter-
ested in becoming a PACE member, can get more information by calling 1-888-238-4223.

About CenterLight Healthcare

CenterLight Healthcare is an innovative managed care organization that provides long-
term healthcare services throughout the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten 
Island, as well as Nassau, Suffolk, Rockland and Westchester counties. Our goal is to help 
older adults, the chronically ill, disabled individuals and others we serve to enjoy the high-
est possible quality of life while living safely in their homes and communities. Our PACE 
program serves over 3,000 members at 14 centers across the New York Metro area that of-
fer recreation therapy, medical care, nursing, social services, physical, occupational, and 
nutrition therapy, and other specialized services. CenterLight Healthcare’s Select program 
offers Medicaid-funded long term care services to a nursing home eligible population, while 
CenterLight’s Direct program offers Medicare-covered services to nursing home residents. 
Our interdisciplinary team-based approach enables us to provide highly personalized, cul-
turally sensitive care. 

About CenterLight Health System

CenterLight Health System is a non-profit national leader in providing and coordinating 
residential, home and community-based long term care for chronically ill and disabled adults 
throughout the New York metropolitan area. Our continuing care services include residen-
tial health care, subacute medical care, rehabilitation, home care, HIV/AIDS home care, com-
prehensive care management, adult day health care and independent housing facilities for 
the elderly and disabled. For more information visit us at http://www.centerlight.org.

Contact: Lauren Weidelman
Phone:    646-486-0000 x144 
Email: lweidelman@triomphantcommunications.com

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

CenterLight Opens First 
Program of All-Inclusive 

Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
Center in Flushing, Queens
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Studies have shown 
moderate alcohol consump-
tion can reduce a person’s 
risk of developing certain 
diseases, including diabe-
tes and coronary artery 
disease. Though the health 
benefi ts of moderate alco-
hol consumption might be 
widely known, the link be-
tween cancer and alcohol 
consumption does not gar-
ner as much attention.

Many people consume 
alcohol without ever get-
ting cancer, but that does 
not mean their risk isn’t 
increasing. According to 
the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol-
ism, drinking too much al-
cohol weakens the immune 
system, making the body a 
much easier target for dis-
ease, including cancer. And 
these effects are immedi-
ate. Drinking a lot on just 
a single occasion makes it 
hard for the body to fi ght 
infection for up to 24 hours 
after consumption.

The institute also re-
ports that drinking too 
much alcohol increases a 
person’s risk of developing 
certain cancers, includ-
ing cancers of the mouth, 
esophagus, throat, liver, 
and breast. In addition, the 
American Cancer Society 
notes that alcohol consump-
tion may also increase a per-
son’s risk of developing can-
cer of the pancreas. That’s 
because alcohol causes the 
pancreas to produce toxic 
substances that can eventu-
ally lead to pancreatitis, an 
infl ammation and swelling 
of the blood vessels in the 
pancreas that can prevent 
proper digestion.

The reasons alcohol 
raises the risk of developing 
cancer can vary depending 
on the type of cancer. For 
example, heavy alcohol use 
can damage the liver, poten-
tially causing infl ammation 
that can increase the risk 
of developing liver cancer. 
In addition, a woman who 
consumes just a few drinks 
per week might be unknow-

ingly increasing 
her risk of devel-
oping breast can-
cer, as alcohol 
can affect estro-
gen levels in the 
body.

When exam-
ining the link 
between alcohol 
consumption and 
cancer, it’s impor-
tant to note that 
the type of drink 
consumed is not 
the most impor-
tant factor to 
consider. That’s 
because ethanol 
is the type of al-
cohol found in 
alcoholic drinks, 
and the stan-
dard size drinks 
— 12 ounces 
of beer, fi ve 
ounces of wine, 
or 1.5 ounces of 
80-proof liquor — 
contain the same 
amount of etha-
nol. So more so 
than the type of drink that’s 
consumed, it’s the amount 
of the drink consumed over 
time that can increase a 
person’s risk of developing 
cancer.

Men and women who 
want to cut down on their 
alcohol consumption, and 
likely reduce their risk 
of developing cancer, can 
consider the following tips, 
courtesy of the Canadian 
Cancer Society.

• Avoid salty snacks 
while consuming alcohol. 
While those peanuts or 
pretzels might make a per-
fect complement to a glass 
of beer, their salt content 
will only make you more 
thirsty, increasing the 
chance that you will drink 
more than is healthy.

• Do more than just drink 
when going out. If you’re go-
ing out for a night on the 
town, be sure drinking isn’t 
the focal point of the night. 
Do something other than 
drink, whether it’s dancing, 
playing pool, or throwing 

darts, to slow down your 
drinking. The more preoc-
cupied you are with another 
activity, the less likely you 
are to overconsume.

• Don’t relieve stress 
with a drink. Alcohol 
should not be used as a 
means to relieve stress, as 
alcohol’s physical effects on 
your body will only exac-
erbate the effects of stress. 
Relieve stress in more posi-
tive ways, whether through 
exercise or another activity 
that has a calming effect.

• Keep track of your 
drinking habits. Monitor-
ing your drinking habits 
can give you a better pic-
ture of how much alcohol 
you consume on a regular 
basis. Knowing how much 
you’re consuming and the 
potentially dangerous side 
effects of overconsumption 
can be a motivating factor 
to cut back.

More information on al-
cohol and its link to cancer 
is available at www.niaaa.
nih.org.  

Alcohol and cancer
Understanding your risk
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COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Reliable power options.with

Power your fun or cover an emergency. From America’s #1 home standby 

generator to the most powerful portable generator on the market, Generac 

brings more choices in affordable power solutions. 

Call today for more information on our products and services.

Model XG 8000E

Janco Electric
14-12 150th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

Sales & Service
347-732-9514
www.jancoelectric.net
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Broad Channel resi-
dent Robert Keith woke 
up the morning after Hur-
ricane Sandy to find 6 feet 
of water in his home. The 
floodwaters reached so 
high that his boiler and 
electrical power box were 
submerged, knocking out 
his heat, hot water and elec-
tricity.

“I slept in my car to 
keep warm on very cold 
nights. I showered in the 
volunteer fire department,” 
he recalled.

But then, he said, 
“Rapid Repairs came in like 
army ants and locusts,” sur-
veying every single house 
in the channel and restor-
ing heat, electricity and hot 
water to many homes.

Rapid Repairs is a 
first-of-its-kind program 
that deploys contractors 
and skilled construction 
workers to make free, es-
sential repairs to residenc-
es so people can live in their 
homes as they continue to 
rebuild after Sandy.

And at a news confer-
ence last Friday, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced the program is 
nearing completion, having 
restored 20,000 residences 
and gotten 54,000 people 
back into their homes. 
Those figures represent 
more than 99 percent of all 
homes that signed up for 
the program.

“That is a remarkable 
achievement, one we ex-
pect will become a textbook 
case of innovation and a 
resource for an effective re-

sponse to an unprecedented 
natural disaster,” he said at 
the conference at the Broad 
Channel American Legion, 
at 209 Cross Bay Blvd.

He said the program 
solved the problem of how to 
deploy a limited number of 
electricians, plumbers and 
other skilled workers, who 
can be difficult to schedule 
and expensive to hire.

“If everyone had to do 
it on their own, we wouldn’t 
remotely be in as good a 
situation as we are now,” 
he said.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
whose district was hard-
hit by the storm, said Rapid 
Repairs provided a tremen-
dous cost savings for finan-
cially burdened residents.

“They lost their cars, 
they lost their homes, but 
they were still trying to 
keep their dignity,” he said. 
“And I think that the Rapid 
Repairs program really 
went a long way towards 
helping the people in this 
community keep their dig-

nity, keep their homes, re-
store their lives and give 
them peace of mind know-
ing that everything eventu-
ally was going to be OK.”

Bloomberg said that 
with the program winding 
down, the city is moving to 
the next stage of recovery. 
The city released an action 
plan last Friday to spend 
$1.77 billion in federal aid 
to help residents and busi-
nesses recover. The plan, 
which can be found online 
at nyc.gov, will be open 
to public comments until 
April 4, after which it will 
be submitted to the federal 
government for approval.

In addition, Bloomberg 
said $10 million in private 
donations from the Mayor’s 
Fund to Advance New York 
will go to assist in minor, 
non-structural repairs to 
one- and two-family homes.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Rapid Repairs program 
wrapping up in Queens

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) shakes the hand of a Broad Channel 
resident at a news conference announcing the near-end of the 
Rapid Repairs program. Photo by Karen Frantz

winners by the end of the 
voting.

“There are some is-
sues that are very local and 
some that are universal,” 
Socci said. “I, for one, will 

be interested to see how the 
voting turns out. The idea 
is not to have community 
against community.”

Residents of northeast 
Queens will have one week 
to cast their votes for their 
most cherished projects, 
starting Monday, April 1, 
and ending the following 
Saturday, Halloran said. 
Votes will be collected at six 

different spots throughout 
the district, including the 
Community Board 11 office 
in Little Neck, the Commu-
nity Church of Douglaston, 
the College Point Volunteer 
Ambulance Corp, Chabad 
of Northeast Queens, Mag-
gie Moo’s of Bayside and 
Temple Beth Sholom in 
Flushing.

Continued from Page 4

Halloran
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BY ALEX PALMER

Music videos are not 
often viewed as influential 
art, but that may be about 
to change. 

On April 13, the Mu-
seum of the Moving Im-
age, at 36-01 35th Ave. in 
Astoria, will open the most 

comprehensive exhibition 
ever dedicated to music 
videos. Titled “Spectacle: 
The Music Video,” the 
show aims to highlight 
how the form has evolved 
over the decades, helped 
foster new directors, ad-
vanced design and special 
effects, and shaped popu-

lar culture.
The exhibit features 

more than 300 videos, as 
well as objects and arti-
facts from the videos, and 
interactive experiences 
throughout the museum’s 
4,000-square-foot exhibi-
tions gallery, amphithe-
ater gallery and additional 
spaces. It will be on view 
through June 16.

The show was con-
ceived and developed by 

artists Jonathan Wells and 
Meg Grey Wells of Flux, 
a collective of producers 
that program film and art 
events around the world. 

According to the cu-
rators, one of their goals 
was to expand visitors’ un-
derstanding of the music 
video form.

“There is a popular 
belief that equates music 
videos with MTV,” says 
Jonathan Wells. “No doubt 

MTV was hugely impor-
tant in the story of the 
music video, but the idea 
that they began with the 
launch of the channel and 
ended 10 years later after 
the channel debuted ‘The 
Real World’ is false. Music 
videos existed before MTV 
and have experienced a re-
surgence with the global 
reach of the Internet.”

He adds YouTube 
has helped to open new 

doors for music videos, 
with bands like Arcade 
Fire and Radiohead, and 
filmmakers like Vincent 
Morisset and Chris Milk 
exploring the interactive 
possibilities of the me-
dium, all of which will be 
featured in “Spectacle.” 

Wells also points 
to the remix videos that 
fans create in response 

Continued on Page 41
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artists Jonathan Wells and
Meg Grey Wells of Flux, 
a collective of producers

MTV was hugely impor
tant in the story of the
music video but the idea

doors for music videos,
with bands like Arcade
Fire and Radiohead and

artists Jonathan Wells and MTV was hugely impor- doors for music videos,

EVOLUTION OF

MUSIC VIDEOS
‘Spectacle higlights long history
of fi lmed songs at Moving Image

BY ALEX PALMER comprehensive exh

‘Spectacle higlights long histo
of fi lmed songs at Moving Ima

Bjork’s video “Wanderlust” was di-
rected by Encyclopedia Pictura. 
Image courtesy of Contemporary Arts Center
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

We were thinking about go-
ing to the Bear, in Long Island 
City, for Valentine’s Day, 
but other obligations got 
in the way.  Our instincts 
were validated, though, 
because this is a very romantic 
place.

The lighting is low, very low.  
Paintings of roses on the walls 
echo the fresh white roses on the 
tables. There is even something 
romantic about the food.  It is 
self-described as “Nouvelle Eu-
ropean,” but we detected a retro 
French sensibility.  Kind of the 
way we imagine the characters in 
a Chekov play might have eaten. 
And drinking—especially vodka 
or fancy cocktails—is definitely 
encouraged. There’s also a nice 
selection of craft brews, although 
the wine list is rather meager.  

The Russian nobility chilled 
vodka with Zakuski platter and the 
seven-course Chef Tasting dinner 

are two of the Bear’s specialties. 
Both must be ordered in advance, 
requiring a little more pre-medita-
tion than we could muster.  Never-
theless, it is easy to mix and match 
from their Small Bites and Hot and 

Cold appetizer selections to put to-
gether your own tasting, which is 
just what we did.

Be forewarned that the 
“small bites” are just that.  Deli-
cious little tastes of this and that 

that won’t fill you up.  We nibbled 
three deliciously smokey but een-
sy sprats arranged seductively 
on lemon slices, garnished with 

Bear 
12-14 31st Ave. (12th Street)

Long Island City, NY 11106
(917) 396-4939; 

http://www.bearnyc.com 

Price Range: Apps: $4--$15, 
Entrees: $15--$25

Cuisine: Nouvelle European
Setting: Darkly pretty
Service: Professional

Hours: Open for Dinner @ 
6 daily, Brunch from noon 

Saturday & Sunday
Reservations: Recommended 

on weekends
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street

Dress: Stylish casual
Children: Leave them home

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: Yes

Bear: Nouvelle European restaurant charms in LIC
Quality food emphasized over quantity at elegant, romantic eatery with retro French sensibility

Continued on Page 42

Bear’s Golden Egg is filled with deviled egg and enhanced with smoked fish and caviar.

DINING OUT



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 29 - A

PR. 4, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

41

KIDS & FAMILY

Hippty Hoppity -- City’s 
largest Easter Egg Hunt takes 
place at St. Albans Park. This 
free event happens rain or 
shine and features amusement 
rides, coloring contests, snacks 
and dental screenings.
When: Saturday, March 30, 
noon to 5 pm
Where: St. Albans Park, 
Jamaica, near Merrick and 
Baisley boulevards

Laptop Time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 

Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 

Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FOR RESERVATIONS

CATERING

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

www.Marbella-restaurant.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

to videos like Beyonce’s 
“Single Ladies,” or fan-
made memes like the cur-
rent “Harlem Shake” craze. 
The show includes music 
video remixes from artists 
like Austin Hall, Michael 
Bell-Smith and “Weird Al” 
Yankovic.

“Spectacle” was orga-
nized by the Contemporary 
Arts Center in Cincinnati, 
where it first opened in 
March 2012. The show ex-
amines music videos not 
only as works of art  them-
selves, but also  as influ-
ences on contemporary cul-
ture, particularly during  
the past 35 years. It exam-
ines how the medium has 
changed as well as  viewers’ 
relationships to it. 

“It used to be an ap-
pointment, an event — 
something we gathered in 
front of a TV to watch, at 
a specific time, and most 
likely with friends,” says 
Molly O’Toole, director of 

communications and com-
munity engagement for the 
Contemporary Arts Center, 
adding that this has shifted 
to a much more on-demand, 
interactive relationship 
between video and specta-
tor. “So moving through 
the exhibition you’re con-
fronted with not only the 
change in the art form, but 
the changing role of viewer 
and artist, and with that, 
the changing role of artis-
tic collaboration — between 
the director, the musician, 
the coder, the set designer, 
or the viewer.”

The exhibit includes 
a section titled “In the Be-
ginning” that explores the 
precursors to music videos, 
such as musical shorts from 
the 1920s, works from The 
Beatles in the 1960s, and 
the videos of David Bowie, 
Queen, and Devo in subse-
quent decades.

But Wells emphasizes, 
“While historic signifi-
cance came into play, first 
and foremost we chose vid-

eos for their artistic value.”
Among the show’s 

items that should excite 
music video enthusiasts: 
the ship from Smashing 
Pumpkins’ “Tonight, To-
night” video; a human-size 
Milky  from Blur’s “Coffee 
and TV”; original art from 
Bjork’s “Wanderlust”; and 
original drawings from 
A-ha’s illustration/live ac-
tion breakthrough “Take 
On Me.”

The curators divid-
ed “Spectacle” into nine 
themes, exploring the idea 
of music video genres. 

“While feature films 
have established genres — 
comedy, action, drama — 
music videos do not,” Wells 
explains. 

The show’s sections 
focus on choreography, cin-
ematography, controversy, 
technical wizardry and fan 
interaction. 

In conjunction with 
the exhibit, the museum 
will also be hosting a series 
of screenings, events and 
talks from video directors. 
It will also include the in-
stallation of the Sonos Play-
ground, a “music visual-
izer” inspired by artist Sol 
Lewitt’s wall drawings.

“‘Spectacle’ plugs in 
beautifully to the Museum 
of the Moving Image and its 
educational mission,” says 
Carl Goodman, executive 
director of the museum. 
“The exhibition calls atten-
tion to a creative form that 
is a significant force in pop-
ular entertainment, both 
shaping and reflecting the 
culture we live in today.”

Continued from Page 39

SPECTACLE

OK Go’s video “This Too Shall Pass” is part of the exhibit, slated to 
open next week. Image courtesy of Contemporary Arts Center.



31.  'And ___ kidding!'
32.  Chocolat director 
 Hallstrom
34.  Subdues
37.  Dick Grayson, to 
 Bruce Wayne
38.  Agra attire
40.  Dramatic no-show
41.  Some sweater necks
43.  Ferocious
44.  Plays the part of
46.  Goodnight gal, of  song
47.  Bilko and York, e.g.
48.  Asia's shrinking ___ Sea
49.  Carson's replacement
50.  ___ dokey
52.  Bill and Hillary's  
 alma mater
53.  Minds a minor
55.  Scale notes
56.  "...but is it ___?"
57.  The Simpsons  
 Squishee seller

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Mar. 29 - Apr. 4, 2013

By Bill Deasy 

Up in Smoke

Across
1.  Word with club or orange
5.  "In ___ trust"
10. Map abbrs.
14.  Prolific unknown author?
15.  Start of  the Julian 
 calendar
16.  Parcheesi pair
17.  ___ above
18.  1975 Wimbledon winner
20.  Seek a pardon?
21.  Pub inventory
22.  Keeping an ___ the clock
23.  Not static
25.  A meter reader
27.  In abundance
29.  Sign of  spring
33.  2008 documentary 
 about the national debt
34.  Snacks in Tijuana
35.  '___ Yankee Doodle 
 Dandy…'
36.  N.Y.S.E. and Nasdaq, e.g.
37.  Viennese dance
38.  Personnel IDs
39.  ___ Tai
40.  Battleship and Go,  
 for two
41.  "Let's go, Pedro!"
42.  Seedy sights
44.  Poke holes in the lawn
45.  Uses an abacus
46.  Trap in a lodge, maybe
47.  Burst of  artillery
50.  Bits of  leftovers
51.  Cobb and Pennington
54.  Quintet on the U.S. 
 border
57.  Court game, Jai ___
58.  Astronaut's ade
59.  Gladiator site
60.  Stone's throw?
61.  Gin fruit
62.  Lid irritations
63.  Consumes

Down
1.  European car since1947
2.  Story starter
3.  Boston College 
 football legend
4.  Strong insect
5.  Where the puck stops?
6.  "No right ___"
7.  LAPD investigators
8.  Baby's cry
9.  Part of  a collegian's URL
10.  "What ___ be alive!"
11.  Workshop holding gadget
12.  Sound that's coming back?
13.  "As ___ On TV"
19.  Snorkeling spots
21.  Personal glow
24.  Wall Street concern
25.  Warsaw et al.
26.  End of  many L. Frank  
 Baum titles
27.  Short putt, in slang
28.  Just perfect
29.  Valleys
30.  Takes apart

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
L A B S T R E E S H I P
A C R E H U G E S C O N E
C H I C K E N O R T H E E G G
E Y E E M U S H O N D A S

S T E P C R E E
A D M I T S G L O S S I E S
T O A L L F L E A F R A
T U R K E Y L E F T O V E R S
Y S L A U N T C I A O S
S E A L S K I N S T A R R Y

A L I D T O O L
P O S T U M C A R P I C E
D U C K T A I L H A I R C U T
A S H E S D O O R I O T A
S E S S A G E E O N E S

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
– The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 

dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

dill and Chinese chives. 
Pickled herring on rye 
was similarly diminutive, 
but with such a big flavor 
it didn’t matter. The small 
cylinder of aspic with sus-
pended meats served with 
marinated mushrooms had 
an eye opening after burn 
of horseradish.

Dishes listed as ap-
petizers were a little more 
substantial.  Ukrainian 
borscht is a hearty tomato-
based soup where beets sing 
backup, not lead. The house 
recommends that you order 
it with a shot of vodka, bread 
and Ukrainian salo (smoked 
lard).  Mini meatballs are 
served with Italian Roma 
tomatoes and grated white 
cheddar. They taste like lit-
tle round Italian sausages, 
redolent of fennel.

The Golden Egg is 
as adorable as it is tasty. 
Filled with deviled egg, en-
hanced with smoked fish 
and caviar, two hard boiled 
eggs sport jagged length-

wise cuts with their filling 
bursting out, giving the im-
pression of hatching.

The entrees, too, em-
phasized quality over quan-
tity. The Bear’s take on 
kulebayaka is more like an 
egg roll than the traditional 
pie usually associated with 
this dish.  The crispy salm-
on filled puff pastry tastes 
almost as if it was fried. Ca-
per aioli adds extra zest to 
this dish.

Chicken Kiev, for some 
strange reason, is made 
from ground organic tur-
key.  Doesn’t that make it 
Turkey Kiev?  Anyway, it’s 
a gratifying breaded and 
fried hemisphere of gar-
licky ground turkey rest-
ing on a pilaf of buckwheat 
(kasha where I come from), 
potatoes and onions. 

Any vegetarian would 
be delighted by the forest 
mushroom Stroganoff over 
handrolled pasta.  Not a 
vegetarian, and still in the 
mood for pasta?  The Ukrai-
nian veal dumplings, bear-
ing more than a passing 
resemblance to tortellini, 
are luscuous, with cara-
melized onions and crème 

dill gravy.
The least memorable 

dish of the evening, though 
not without merit, was 
the braised pork loin. It is 
braised with mustard seed 
in a mild curry, and served 
over maple glazed brussel 
sprouts.  Our portion was 
on the dry side, and flavors 
subdued.

Like the rest of the 
menu, the two desserts of-
fered were unusual, house-
made and petite. Choose be-
tween very rich chocolate 
raspberry truffles, or very 
rich deep-fried cheesecake.  

The Bottom Line
The Bear has elegance, 

class, charm and excel-
lent food — just what you’d 
want at a romantic date res-
taurant. The portions are 
restrained enough to leave 
room for other appetites.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 40

Bear
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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BT

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com. 
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

third consecutive on-time 
budget.

But Addabbo contends 
the process is still flawed.

“Why are we going to 
a budget hearing at 5 a.m.?” 
he asked. “One of our sena-
tors on the Democratic side 
called it the vampire bud-
get. It should be done in the 
light of day.”

Yet, according to Add-
abbo, most of the budget’s 
architecture is constructed 
by Cuomo and the three 
leaders of the Legislature 
behind closed doors.

Some of the provisions 
included money for retired 
Off-Track Betting workers 

who had already finished 
their tenure before the 
gaming organization went 
under.

Fines will also in-
crease for drivers who are 
texting and operating their 
phones while behind the 
wheel, under the new bud-
get. Distracted motorists 
could now face fines up to 
$100 to $150 for a first of-
fense of talking without a 
hands-free device. Multiple 
offenders could face up to a 
$400 fine.

But some lawmakers 
in the borough were disap-
pointed that other propos-
als, such as the Dream Act, 
were not included in the 
budget deal.

The act would give un-
documented immigrants 
who came to the country as 

children the opportunity 
to receive grant money to 
attend colleges and univer-
sities, and its omission did 
not sit well with Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst).

“We seem determined 
to shrink our middle class, 
grow the ranks of the im-
poverished and widen the 
gap between the richest 
and poorest,” he said in a 
statement. “It’s the only 
way to explain the badly 
flawed minimum wage bill 
that was passed and why 
immigrants who want to 
go to college, work and pay 
taxes are treated like social 
outcasts.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5

Budget

with his largest contribu-
tion of $2,500 coming from 
the camp of supporter and 
former state Sen. Frank Pa-

davan.
Silverstein has also 

served as a second vice 
president for the Bay Ter-
race Community Alliance 
and is on the board of direc-
tors for groups, including 
the Center for the Women of 
New York and the Jefferson 

Democratic Club of north-
east Queens.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 5

Silverstein
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Instead of telling your 
children to put down the 
video games and get some 
exercise, join them.

A few years ago, Jen-
nifer Baker was looking for 
a way she and her daughter 
could get fit together, but 
she was discouraged by the 
lack of kid-friendly gyms.

“When I tried different 
places, they wouldn’t allow 
children to exercise with 
you in various gyms,” she 
said. “I decided to research 
different avenues of getting 
kids into fitness.”

What Baker found 
through her research was 
exercise equipment that 
does not exactly look the 
part, and last summer she 
opened the Move Your Body 
Kidz Klub in St. Albans.

One of the pieces is 
“Dance Dance Revolution,” 
a popular video game found 
in malls where youngsters 
step wildly on a mat while 
following dance prompts 
on a video screen, and they 

can work up quite a sweat.
“The whole concept 

with ‘Dance Dance Revolu-
tion’ is they’re just danc-
ing,” Baker explained. “If 
they do half an hour of that 
they can very well have run 
a mile or more and they 
don’t even know it.”

The game even prints 
out a report detailing how 

many steps the user took 
and how many calories 
were burned.

“They can take it home 
to their parents and say, 
‘See? Look what I did to-
day!’” Baker said.

Another piece of 
equipment, the sports wall, 
lights up at various heights 
and youngsters play games 

where they have to run and 
jump to tap the lights out.

“There’s a game called 
Knock the Lights Out. All 
the lights come on at differ-
ent, variable times,” Baker 
said. “Some are high, some 
are low and you have to 
bend down to hit the low 
one and jump high to hit 
the high ones. Sometimes 

in the midst you have to 
run the course of the room 
and do jumping jacks in the 
middle.”

Baker said making ex-
ercise seem not so arduous 
for children is not that dif-
ferent than what adults do 
when they climb on an ex-
ercise bike, which the gym 
also offers adults.

“Same thing with 
the bike because they’re 
watching TV. I guess it’s 
like adults. They get on the 
treadmill or the bike and 
they put on the TV,” she 
said.

The stationary bikes 
Baker bought have video 
screens that simulate rides 
through scenic environs 
such as Central Park and 
London.

The gym has three stu-
dios and offers dance class-
es — ballet, tap, Africa, 
modern and musical the-
ater — gymnastics, martial 
arts and zumba.

Move Your Body 
Kidz Klub is open Monday 
through Friday from 3 p.m. 

to 8 p.m. and on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The af-
ter-school program, which 
runs on weekdays from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., costs $100 a 
week, and children receive 
a healthy snack and home-
work help along with fit-
ness classes and access to 
the gaming equipment.

Once-a-week dance 
classes for children are avail-
able for $60 a month, and 
adults can drop in on fitness 
classes for $10 a session.

The gym is also avail-
able for parties. A two-hour, 
$399 package includes ac-
cess to all the activities for 
1 1/2 hours as well as a Sub-
way sandwich platter, fruit 
and healthy drinks.

“You just have to pro-
vide the cake,” Baker said. 
“One splurge is OK every 
now and then.”

For more information, 
call 718-553-MOVE.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

St. Albans gym provides workouts for all ages
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BTRiders’ bladders are breaking Woodside elevator
BY REBECCA HENELY

An elevator at the Long Is-
land Rail Road’s Woodside station 
has deteriorated after passengers 
have used to space to urinate, the 
MTA said.

While the extent of the dam-
age to the elevator — which is lo-
cated on the Manhattan-bound C 
platform and takes riders to the 
mezzanine — is not known, But 
LIRR spokesman Sal Arena said 
the damage was severe enough 
that the elevator has been closed 
for maintenance at a far higher 
rate than the others.

“The floor covering has kind 
of eaten away and the undercar-
riage of the elevator is rusted,” 
Arena said.

The Woodside station is at 
61st Street and Roosevelt Avenue 
and services multiple train lines 
of the LIRR as well as the No. 7 
subway line.

The elevator’s condition be-
came public knowledge at the 
LIRR’s periodic committee meet-
ing March 15. Arena said LIRR 
President Helena Williams had 

been giving a progress report on 
the performance of the railroad’s 
19 escalators and 15 elevators. 
During the report, Williams men-
tioned that one of the Woodside 
station elevators had been dam-
aged due to multiple people using 
it as a public restroom.

“One of them seems to draw 
a lot of folks who like to urinate in 
it,” Arena said.

Arena said the station still 
has an elevator operating average 
of more than 90 percent, but the 
damaged elevator was available 
72 percent of the time in January 
and only 58 percent of the time in 
February.

Despite the downtime, Arena 
said the elevator does not pose a 
safety hazard. Urine tends to 
have a high acidic level, which 
has damaged the floor and the 
threshold. These problems have 
meant the doors often do not close 
properly, Arena said.

When anything goes wrong 
on the elevator, it is shut down 
and a maintenance contractor 
comes to the station and makes 
an adjustment, Arena said.

The cost would be $96,000 to 
replace the damaged parts of the 
elevator, while replacing the ele-
vator entirely would cost $166,000, 
Arena said. But the LIRR is still 
trying to figure out how much 
needs to be fixed at the elevator, 
he said.

Arena said the mezzanine 
of the Woodside station has bath-
rooms, although they may be 
closed at night. He said riders 
should not urinate in the eleva-
tor under any circumstances and 
compared it to vandalism.

The Long Island Rail Road says the floor and the undercarriage of an el-
evator at the Woodside station have been damaged by frequent urination. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

The station serves 
the Long Island Rail 
Road and the No. 7 

subway.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

ALBANY — The 
Christ the King seniors 
took a moment to savor 
what they had accom-
plished.

They huddled near 
the bench after being 
taken out so other players 
could get a few minutes on 
the court in the Royals’ 
73-64 win over Long Is-
land Lutheran in the state 
Federation Class AA boys’ 
basketball title game Sat-
urday night at the Times 
Union Center. The school’s 
third state crown and first 
since 2010 was the goal 
from the start. Now they 
had done it.

“We had to soak that 
[in],” CK point guard Ma-
lik Harmon said “We nev-
er felt that before. I don’t 
know. This is crazy.”

No senior put his 
stamp on the season and 
game more than New York 
State Mr. Basketball Jon 
Severe. He followed up 

scoring 40 points in the 
semifinal with a 28-point 
performance in the title 
game. It gives him the AA 
tournament record for 
points in one game. He has 
won two state titles and 
two city crowns in his ca-
reer.

“It’s great,” Severe 
said. “Now I’m going to 
have a ring and come back 
to Christ the King next 
year and say, ‘Oh, yeah, I 
was on that team.’”

None of this would 
have been possible without 
the contributions of stud 
freshman Rawle Alkins. 
He came off the bench late 
in the quarter after senior 
forward Jordan Fuchs 
picked up his fourth foul.

Alkins scored 12 
points and grabbed sev-
en rebounds. He hit two 
three-pointers and proved 
a reverse dunk in transi-
tion that got some oohs and 
ahs from the crowd. He 
was motivated when Long 
Island Lutheran’s Ketan 

Facey dunked on him in 
the second quarter.

“That woke me up,” 
Alkins said. “I just wanted 
to show my game, play my 
game.”

That’s what Christ 
the King did all season. 
The players didn’t let the 
expectations around them 
to win it all affect them. 
They played every game 
like they had something 
to prove until there was 
nothing else left to win.

“Even though we 
came as a favorite, we 
stayed humble,” said Har-
mon, who scored 13 points 
and verbally committed 
to St. Francis (Pennsyl-
vania) last weekend. “We 
knew what we had to do to 
achieve our goals.”

Christ the King (28-3) 
narrowly led 38-35 at the 
half. It held Lutheran to 
just seven points in the 
third quarter as Severe and 
Alkins took over and led a 
10-2 run to put the Royals 
up 48-37 with 4:03 remain-

ing in the frame. Alkins’ 
trey with 44 seconds left 
in the third pushed it to 
57-42 after three. Mical-
Ryan Bold scored 19 points 
and Facey added 16 for the 
Crusaders (25-3).

“Everyone talks about 
his dunking. I’ve been tell-
ing everyone he can re-
ally pass and he can really 
shoot it,” Royals Coach Joe 
Arbitello said of Alkins. 
“I think today you guys 
understand he can really 
shoot it.”

Arbitello’s team 
proved it could really play 
with two dominant wins 
in the Federation tour-
nament. The players cel-
ebrated with a mosh pile 
at center court, some danc-
ing and plenty of smiles.

“I’ve been thinking 
about this moment since 
we got to the hotel, just 
wondering how it would 
feel,” Harmon said. “It’s 
just a great feeling right 
now.”

CK claims state hoops crown
Royals beat L.I. Lutheran for Federation Class AA championship

Christ the King players and coaches celebrate their victory at the New York State Federation Tournament of Champions. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

ALBANY — John Ad-
ams finally felt the nerves 
and emotions that come 
with playing in a big game 
— unfortunately, it came 
at an inopportune time.

The Spartans fell be-
hind early for the first time 
all post-season, stayed 
within striking distance 
but never found an offen-
sive rhythm. John Adams’ 
magical season ended with 
a hard-fought 50-34 loss 
to Albany Academy at the 
school’s first Class A state 
Federation basketball title 
game at the Times Union 
Center Saturday.

“Everyone was ba-
sically nervous,” junior 
guard Paul Johnson said. 
“I don’t know why. I tried 
to talk to everybody. Ev-
erybody was all upset, all 
emotional.”

Adams, which torched 
the nets in the semifinal, 
shot just 21.4 percent for 
the game against the Ca-
dets, which advanced to 
the final by beating Naza-
reth at the buzzer.

Johnson, who scored 
a game-high 20 points, 
thought his team did not 
play with the same confi-
dence and swagger it had 
throughout the playoffs 
where it handled most of 

its competition.
“We couldn’t get any-

thing, my shots weren’t 
falling,” he said. “We were 
rushing everything.”

He was the only 
player in double figures 
for the Spartans (25-6). 
Senior guard Markell 
French never found his 
stroke, shooting three of 
18 and scoring just six 
points. Albany Academy 
center Marcus Jackson, 
who stands 6-foot-8, posed 
a major matchup problem 
on both ends of the floor. 
He rebounded, challenged 
shots and tallied 13 points 
and 13 boards.

“You do the best you 
can,” Adams Coach James 
Pitman said of combating 
Jackson. “You can’t have 
kids get taller overnight.”

Still, Adams hung 
around for much of the 
game with both teams 
struggling to score. The 
Spartans trailed just 23-18 
at the half and 29-23 with 
1:41 left in the third. Al-
bany Academy (16-4) then 
went on a 9-2 run to finally 
get the separation it was 
looking for.

“It was a great year 
and a bad game,” Pitman 
said.

The defeat ends a 
special year for Adams. 

Poor shooting key 
in Spartans’ defeat

John Adams’ Paul Johnson takes the ball down the court. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 53
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 

2011 INFINITI FX35
$315buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#75345. 39k miles. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REFUND

NO RAIN OR SNOW WILL STOP US! WE ARE OPEN!

DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND
MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy Impala, 148k  62653 $3,995
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
  2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
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ALBANY — Jon 
Severe is everything a 
New York City basketball 
player should be, but he is 
more the exception to the 
rule than the norm.

Stardom wasn’t hand-
ed to the Christ the King 
senior guard. He earned 
it and waited to enjoy it. 
Severe was told as a sopho-
more his time would come, 
but for now he had to play 
behind guys such as Corey 
Edwards, T.J. Curry, Omar 
Calhoun and Isaiah Lewis. 
Severe didn’t pout, didn’t 
moan and, unlike a grow-
ing number of players in 
the boys’ basketball world, 
he didn’t look for another 
place to play. He stayed 
and trusted the coaches.

“Thank God, unlike a 
lot of kids from New York 

City that can’t wait, they 
transfer all over the place, 
Jon Severe waited and this 
is the final result of him 
doing the right thing,” 
Royals Coach Joe Arbitel-
lo said after his team won 
the State Federation Class 
A title.

The result was Severe 
ended up having as good a 
career as anyone whoever 
played at the Middle Vil-
lage school. There were 
talented players, but few 
who could touch his résu-
mé of success.

Severe has now won 
two state Federation Class 
AA titles after CK topped 
Long Island Lutheran 73-
64 in the title game Sat-
urday night in the Times 
Union Center. Add to that 
two city and diocesan 
crowns and you are talk-
ing about something guys 
like Lamar Odom, Eric 
Barkley, Speedy Claxton 
and Khalid Reeves have 
never accomplished.

But there is more.

On Friday night, Se-
vere was named the first 
New York State Mr. Bas-
ketball in school history. 
He also set the state Fed-
eration Class AA single 
game record for points 
with 40 in the semifinals 
and the two-game mark 
with 68.

It was all worth the 
wait.

“[Arbitello] said just 
wait patiently,” Severe 
said. “Everybody was tell-
ing me to transfer. I didn’t 
worry about what every-
body said. It’s about me. 
This is my future.”

The decision and the 
result say plenty about his 
character. He grabbed his 

moment when it came and 
played every game with a 
cold-blooded determina-
tion to win and dominate 
when needed. Severe still 
never lost site of being s 
good teammate. He knew 
he didn’t have to do it by 
himself and never selfish-
ly tried to.

“I don’t have to score 
40 because I have a team 
behind me,” Severe said. “I 
don’t have to, but I could.”

It’s qualities like that 
has tried to pass onto 
freshman Rawle Alkins, 
his potential replacement 
moving forward. Alkins 
said has learned a lot from 
Severe, who posed for a 
picture with him after the 
title game.

“He’s a good leader,” 
he said. “He talks to me 
during the game and tells 
me what to do.”

The best thing he and 
others can do is follow the 
example Severe set. Pa-
tience and hard work pays 
off.
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Block Shots

Severe sets strong example for others

BY MIKE MORTON
 
Senior guard Nadirah 

McKenith sat on the bench 
with her head in her hands 
as she watched her St. 
John’s team lose 96-90 at 
home to Dayton in double 
overtime in the first round 
of the NCAA women’s bas-
ketball tournament Sun-
day afternoon.

She led her team into 
the first overtime with a 
heroic last second layup, 
and recorded a team high 
22 points, 10 assists and 
nine rebounds. McKenith 
wasn’t able to finish what 
she started after fouling 
out on a charge call with 
28 seconds remaining in 
the first overtime and her 
team leading 84-82.

Without McKen-
ith’s leadership, the No. 
10-seeded Red Storm (18-
13) allowed the Flyers (28-
2) to tie on a jump shot 

from Amber Deane with 16 
seconds left, bringing the 
game to a second overtime 
where No. 7 Dayton took 
full control of the game.

“We certainly missed 
her,” said first-year Red 
Storm Coach Joe Tarta-
mella of McKenith. “She’s 
our leader on the court. 
She’s our general.”

Senior Shenneika 
Smith, who led St. John’s 
in scoring throughout the 
season, was unable to score 
in either overtime period. 
She finished with 18 points 
in the game, while playing 
every minute.

“It’s not a great feel-
ing,” she said. “We wanted 
to get the W. It’s terrible 
right now.”

The Red Storm strug-
gled throughout regula-
tion defending Dayton, 
which routinely hit its 
open shots, including 10 
three-pointers in the game. 

Sophomore Andrea Hoover 
scored a career-high 24 
points to lead the Flyers. 
Freshman Kelley Austria 
added a career-high 21 off 
the bench, while also play-
ing shut down defense on 
Smith throughout the sec-
ond half and overtimes.

Dayton led St. John’s 
by 13 with 5:20 left to play 
in regulation, but the Red 
Storm never quit.

“I never thought 
throughout most of the 
game that we weren’t go-
ing to come back, because 
that’s just what we’ve 
done,” Tartamella said. 
“I knew we had a run in 
us, the question was if we 
could get stops.”

Those started to come 
for the Red Storm in the 
final five minutes, when 
they went on a 21-8 run to 

end regulation capped by 
McKenith’s coast-to-coast 
layup as the buzzer sound-
ed.

“We thought we had 
the momentum, but we 
didn’t win,” McKenith 
said.

Freshman Ashley 
Perez was a large part of 
the comeback, scoring all 
17 of her points in the sec-
ond half and overtime pe-

riods. Perez’s outburst had 
the team feeling optimistic 
about hers, and the team’s 
future.

“I knew she was go-
ing to have a breakout 
game soon, but this was a 
big game for her to do it,” 
McKenith said.

St. John’s returns 
the bulk of its team next 
year, with just McKenith 
and Smith graduating. 
Although losing in double 
overtime in the final game 
of your career isn’t desir-
able, Smith and McKenith 
were both positive about 
their careers and effort 
on Sunday after playing 
in their fourth-straight 
NCAA tournament.

“Even though we lost 
today, I don’t think we 
have any regrets,” Smith 
said. “We came out hard, 
we fought, we were down 
and came back.”

St. John’s women drop NCAA heartbreaker
Red Storm beaten in double overtime by Dayton at Carnesecca during fi rst round of the Big Dance

St. John’s Shenneika Smith (c.) reacts during the second half of the Red Storm’s game against 
Dayton. AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

BY MIKE MORTON
 

Phil Greene IV’s team-
high 18 points Sunday af-
ternoon weren’t enough 
as No. 5 St. John’s lost to 
top-seeded Virginia 68-50 
in the second round of the 
NIT tournament at Paul 
Jones Arena.

The Cavaliers (23-11) 
went on a 20-3 first-half 
run that the Red Storm (17-
16) was never able to recov-
er from. St. John’s came 
within seven of Virginia 
midway through the sec-
ond half, but could never 
come closer than that.

St. John’s struggled to 
contain Virginia’s offense 
throughout the game, al-
lowing the Cavaliers to 
shoot 54.5 percent from 
the field. Justin Anderson 
scored 18 for the Cavaliers, 
including nine from the 
free throw line, compared 

to just six from the entire 
St. John’s team on only 10 
attempts.

The Red Storm’s of-
fensive struggles extended 
further than the free throw 
line. St. John’s shot just 33 
percent from the floor for 
the game, including an 
ugly two of 16 from the 
three-point line. Greene 
was the only bright spot for 
the Red Storm offensively, 
scoring 14 of his points in 
the second half. Freshman 
JaKarr Sampson, who was 
named Big East Rookie of 
the Year, scored 14 points 
on the day.

Playing at Virginia 
posed a challenge for St. 
John’s, as the Cavaliers 
currently have a 19-game 
home winning streak. 
That winning streak in-
cludes victories over top 
programs such as Duke, 

Johnnies end season 
with NIT loss to VA

Continued on Page 53
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Somewhere Jack Cur-

ran is smiling as former 
Archbishop Molloy guard 
Russ Smith helped the 
top-seeded Louisville Car-
dinals get in the Sweet 16 
of the NCAA men’s bas-
ketball tournament. The 
junior guard has done so 
while dedicating the post-
season to his former high 
school coach, who died two 
weeks go. Smith believes 
Curran has been watching 
over him.

“Man, I feel it all over, 
and every time before a 
game I go out there and 
say, Coach wants me to do 
all the right things,” Smith 
said. “Coach Curran and 
Coach [Rick Pitino], those 
guys have been a great 
influence in my life, and 

in high school I just re-
member Coach telling me, 
when you get to this level, 
you have to really focus 
because you have trouble 
focusing, and Coach P has 
done a tremendous job 
with me.”

Smith has proved 
that statement correct by 
scoring 23 points on 10 of 
16 shooting from the field 
in a 79-48 first round win 
over North Carolina A&T. 
Smith followed that up 
with a monster 27-point 
night that included four 
three-pointers to help the 
Cardinals (31-5) get past 
Colorado 82-56 in the sec-
ond round. Pitino couldn’t 
be happier with Smith’s 
play.

“I’ve been proud of 
a lot of guys at BU, Provi-
dence, Kentucky and Lou-

isville,” Cardinals Coach 
Rick Pitino said of Smith. 
“I don’t think I could be 
any more proud of a young 
man.”

Smith and the Big 
East tournament cham-
pions face No. 12-seeded 
Oregon, the Pac-12 champ, 
March 29 at 7:15 p.m. at Lu-

cas Oil Stadium in India-
napolis.

Cardozo alum 

Southerland keeps Cuse 

alive: James Souther-

land, who starred at Ben-
jamin Cardozo, scored 14 
points and grabbed nine 
rebounds to help Syracuse 
slip past California 66-60 
in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament. He 
thought the Orange really 
executed on offense.

“We did a good job 
moving the ball around, 
which made it easy to get to 
the basket and we took ad-
vantage of that early in the 
first half,” said Souther-
land, who had nine points 
in an opening round win 
over Montana.

No. 4 Syracuse (28-
9) now faces No. 1 seeded 
Indiana in the Sweet 16 at 
9:45 p.m. March 28 at the 
Verizon Center in Wash-
ington, D.C.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Scholars Acade-

my girls’ basketball team’s 
season ended with the 
same heart it displayed 
throughout the year.

There were multiple 
times in the Seawolves’ 
eventual 66-54 loss to Car-
dinal O’Hara (Buffalo) 
that it appeared the state 
Federation Class semifi-
nal was out of reach Sat-
urday at the Times Union 
Center.

Each time Scholars 
rallied and battled.

The Seawolves players 
were displaced from their 
homes and their school by 
Hurricane Sandy, played 
three league games a week 
after five were postponed 
because of the hurricane 
and underwent a coaching 
change right before the 
playoffs.

Scholars Athletic Di-
rector Joe Lunati would 
not comment on why head 
Coach Janet Kleiner is no 
longer with the team.

Scholar wasn’t going 
down easy one last time.

“They said, ‘We’re 
not dying and we are go-
ing to fight until the final 
buzzer,’” said assistant 

Coach Jeff Attard, who re-
placed Kleiner along with 
head Coach John Coscia. 
“I think it says a lot about 
them as players and as 
people.”

The final push came 
after a three-pointer from 
Aisha Shabazz that put 
the Hawks up 53-41 with 
5:43 left in the game. Schol-
ars (28-1) then went on a 
10-2 run that Jessica Glaz 
capped with a bucket that 
cut the O’Hara (28-1) lead 
to just 55-51 with 3:11 to go. 
Glaz, who scored 18 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds, 
fouled out shortly after 
and Scholars watched the 
Buffalo school close the 
game out.

“We always go down 
fighting,” said senior 

guard Taylor Gallagher, 
who had 17 points and 10 
boards. “We left every-
thing on the court. We 
never gave up.”

The Seawolves had 
no answer for O’Hara for-
wards Kelsey McCarthy 
and Sara DiPasquale, who 
are both 6 feet tall. They 
combined for 23 points and 
16 rebounds. Leah McDon-
ald added 18 points and 
Shabazz had nine points 
and 13 boards.

Scholars shot an un-
characteristic 1-for-11 
from three-point range, 
losing their biggest of-
fensive weapon. Emma 
Michaels added 11 points 
and eight rebounds, but 
the Seawolves were out re-
bounded 45-34.

“It’s just tough be-
cause they’re big,” Attard 
said.

There was a bit of dis-
appointment for the Schol-
ars players. They had 
hoped to win the school’s 
first Federation tourna-
ment game in their third 
straight trip. Instead they 
had to settle for being more 
competitive following two 
straight lopsided defeats 
with the hope of getting 
back here again next year.

“It’s a little unsatisfy-
ing,” Gallagher said. “As 
long has we went out there 
and played our best we are 
happy with it.”

The Spartans rode to the 
school’s first PSAL Class 
A title with a late addition 
of Johnson to the team and 
pulled an upset of McKin-
ley in the semifinals. Pitt-
man said it was the tough-
est group to say goodbye to 
in his more than 30 years 
coaching.

The players were dis-
appointed not to finish the 
season with another title, 
but know they did some-
thing special.

“We came a long way,” 
Johnson said. “Guys want-
ed to get the state, but the 
cities were enough.”

Continued from Page 49
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Molloy guard dedicates March Madness to Curran

Scholars Academy falls short in fi nal 
North Carolina, North 
Carolina State and Mary-
land.

This season’s appear-
ance marks the second 
time in three years that 
St. John’s  made a postsea-
son tournament. The Red 
Storm missed the postsea-
son last year after making 
the NCAA tournament in 
2011.

For a team that is 
expected to return its en-
tire roster next season, 
the opportunity to play in 
the NIT tournament was 
important to the team’s 
growth.

Continued from Page 52

St. John’s

Scholars players watch as their team faces an overwhelming defi-
cit. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Syracuse forward James Southerland (l.), who attended Cardozo High School, flies through the air, 
and Louisville guard Russ Smith is dedicating his post-season play to his former coach, Jack Curran. 

AP Photos/Jeff Chiu (l.) and John Bazemore
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ing a vital next step in an 
ongoing mission to return 
home to Fort Totten.

“It has been slow, but 
we are thrilled to be at this 
stage,” Jawin said. “We 
don’t have to hope things 
will go through anymore. 
It’s a reality.”

With this approval, the 
Dormitory Authority rec-
ognizes the move as a valid 
project, giving the green 
light to various city and 
state funds going through 
the CWNY and its archi-
tects. The authority did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

Before the approval, 
Jawin said the center relied 
solely on fund-raising and 
local support from area pol-
iticians, including $900,000 
from state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows), $200,000 from 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall and $600,000 from 
former Assemblywoman 
Ann-Margaret Carrozza.

The city Parks Depart-
ment has listed the entire 
renovation cost at $3.5 mil-

lion.
Jawin said the center 

can now begin the bidding 
process to finalize renova-
tion plans for the building’s 
first floor before the group 
can once again call the 117-
year, city-owned building 
home, at 207 Totten Ave. 
in Bayside. The center had 
been operating out of the 
historic building for five 
years before it was forced 
out in 2002 to make way 
for a city Fire Department 
facility.

“It is only because I 
remember how wonderful 
it was that I have had the 
patience to wait and keep 
working on this,” Jawin 
said.

The first phase of the 
renovations will sanitize 
the entire building and re-
furbish the porch and first 
floor for the center to oc-
cupy, Jawin said. It should 
take at least a year before 
the center officially moves 
as the bidding process 
alone could take as many 
as six months.

The center has been 
operating out of Queens 
Borough Hall in Kew Gar-
dens, a space Jawin said 
was not big enough for her 

staff to provide all the nec-
essary services with ease.

“We feel tremendously 
restricted there,” Jawin 
said. “It is vital that we re-
locate and get this going.”

Next up, Jawin said 
she and her staff will work 
to complete the design of 
the renovated space that 
will include a history of the 
women’s movement, a cul-
tural and conference center 
as well as career education 
services for women.

The CWNY will also 
host its annual luncheon 
April 27 in Douglaston to 
continue its fund-raising 
efforts as it prepares for the 
long-awaited move back to 
Bayside so it can continue 
providing services and pro-
grams for women, includ-
ing job workshops, support 
groups, legal assistance 
and career counseling.

“This whole process 
has been extremely frus-
trating with the tremen-
dous number of meetings 
we have had,” Jawin said. 
“We’re finally on our way.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

prohibit the residents more 
than visitors from going 
more than 10 mph.”

Ricci said imposing a 
slow zone in such a large 
area would affect residents 
beyond Auburndale, and 
she feared any extra road 
regulations would only 
complicate traffic patterns.

“It is a dirty mess with 
too many signs, too many 
bumps and too many pieces 
of street furniture with 
signs on top,” Ricci said. 
“Every block will have 
hash lines, speed bumps, 
eliminate parking spaces 
and government graffiti 
decorating the streets and 
roads.”

Frank Skala, who 
sits on Community Board 
11, shared similar senti-
ments when he spoke at 
the group’s March meeting 

during a discussion on the 
proposed slow zone.

“It’s all a hoax,” Skala 
said. “When you see a cop 
pull over one person going 
more than 25 mph, you let 
me know.”

Henry Euler, vice pres-
ident of the Auburndale 
Improvement Association 
and also a member of CB 
11, said his group applied 
for the slow zone in Feb-
ruary 2012, believing the 
community would not be 
inconvenienced in any way. 
The DOT accepted the ap-
plication to reduce traffic 
noise and cut-through traf-
fic because it said the zone 
was prone to crashes and 
injuries.

Since the DOT accept-
ed the application, Euler 
said he had been working to 
make sure residents knew 
exactly where speed humps 
and new signage would be 
placed. And when the DOT 
completes the project this 
summer, Euler said he and 

his group would still con-
tinue to monitor the area 
to ensure it fulfills its pur-
pose.

“My civic decided to 
ask for the slow zone after 
a petition from local resi-
dents was circulated asking 
for help in curbing speeding 
vehicles through the area,” 
Euler said. “We had only 
requested the slow zone as 
far up as to the LIRR tracks 
on the northern border. But 
the DOT extended the zone 
all the way up to 35th Av-
enue.”

The Auburndale slow 
zone will be one of four in 
Queens, including sections 
in Corona, Elmhurst and 
Jackson Heights, the DOT 
said.

The project also re-
ceived support from vari-
ous elected officials, includ-
ing City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
and state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside).

makers who are not afraid 
to speak up for Queens 
— even though they often 
ruffle political feathers.

Grodenchik and Com-
rie have focused on improv-
ing education in the bor-
ough and bringing more 
control back to communi-
ties.

Katz emphasizes her 
experience in city govern-
ment and has outlined the 
powers of the borough pres-
ident for constituents and 
how she would use them.

Peralta wants to be-
come a spokesman for the 
borough and, in essence, 
rebrand it as a destination 
to attract more people and, 
in turn, more economic 
activity.  Brown has not ap-

peared at any forums.
The candidates hoping 

to fill the borough’s top slot 
are competing for a position 
whose power was greatly 
diminished when the City 
Charter was rewritten in 
1989. Before that the heads 
of each borough sat on the 
now-defunct city Board of 
Estimate, which voted on 
budget and land use issues.

And when the Board 
of Estimate was abolished, 
many questioned whether 
the position of borough 
presidents should be re-
tained, according to Claire 
Shulman, former Queens 
borough president who 
made the position a power-
ful force for the county.

“If those people decide 
that borough presidents 
should be eliminated, let me 
tell you what will happen,” 
she said. “The four bor-
oughs outside of Manhat-

tan will become beggars, 
and most of the important 
resources of the city will go 
to Manhattan.”

According to Shul-
man, the position is vital 
for tackling boroughwide 
issues that no individual 
lawmaker would be moti-
vated to do.

Shulman said that 
with a combination of capi-
tal dollars and fierce advo-
cacy, she accomplished real 
change for Queens. With 
her at the helm Queens saw 
cultural institutions rise at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, a sewer system in-
stalled in southeast Queens 
and the construction of 
Queens Hospital Center in 
Jamaica, among other ac-
complishments.

“We set a standard for 
the borough president of-
fice of what is possible and 
what is doable,” she said.

owned by the Department 
of Citywide Administrative 
Services, according to a re-
view of property records.

But some of the land 
also seems to have been 
leased to private entities. 
On a recent visit to a por-
tion of the tracks near 99th 
Street and Atlantic Avenue, 
hundreds of buses were 
parked on the strip where 
lawmakers one day hope to 
see trains.

The assemblyman, 
Meeks and Jeffries, whose 
districts cover Howard 
Beach and parts of South 
Ozone Park, outlined their 
vision at a news conference 
Sunday.

The study would cost 
several hundred thousand 
dollars, according to Gold-
feder, but would be essen-
tial to explore all options 
for the future of the track.

Goldfeder said that re-
storing the rail line would 
be best for the region’s econ-
omy and provide crucial 
support to the Rockaway 
community devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy.

But not everyone 
agrees with him.

Andrea Crawford sits 
on Community Board 9 and 
is part of the steering com-
mittee for Friends of the 
QueensWay, a group that 
wants to turn the aban-
doned rail line into a linear 
park.

“Why not turn it into 
something that would 
benefit hundreds of thou-
sands of families in central 
Queens, and give residents 
safe hiking and biking op-
portunities?” she said.

The Trust for Public 
Land recently received a 
$500,000 grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to fund a different 
study — this one would 
explore what Crawford 
and other central Queens 

residents are pushing for, a 
greenspace similar to Man-
hattan’s High Line Park.

Crawford said that re-
activating a rail line would 
not only be prohibitively ex-
pense — she suggested the 
price tag would be in the 
billions — but it would also 
bypass central Queens.

She contends that 
Rockaway riders would not 
want to pay for LIRR tickets 
in addition to Metro Cards 
to use A train service, and 
that a park would be a bet-
ter use of the resources.

Goldfeder called the 
grant and its singular 
scope “frustrating,” and 
said private funds could go 
a long way toward making 
a revived rail line a reality.

Genting, the company 
that runs Resorts World 
Casino, earlier pledged to 
pour money from its coffers 
into the project because the 
line could potentially bring 
more gamblers to the desti-
nation, he said.

Continued from Page 1
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Continued from Page 4

Beep

about 500 jobs both directly 
and indirectly, adding up to 
about $33 million in wages 
and $140 million in econom-
ic activity.

LaGuardia currently 

has 6,800 public spaces. 
They create $41 million in 
gross revenues and $24 mil-
lion in net revenues a year.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) has 
been keeping a close eye on 
the expansion and once as-
sisted it when he supported 
a swap of US Airways plane 
slots at LaGuardia for Delta 

slots at Washington, D.C.’s 
Reagan National Airport.

His spokeswoman, 
Courtney Gidner, said the 
congressman would contin-
ue to monitor the situation.

“The revitalization of 
LaGuardia brings many 
benefits to the constituents 
of this area as well as the lo-
cal economy,” she said.

Continued from Page 2

LaGuardia

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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