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Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) leaves White Plains federal court with his defense 
attorney, Dennis Ring, after the lawmaker was arrested on bribery charges. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

18-story tower
could rise into

LGA fl ight path
BY JOE ANUTA

 

Community Board 7 is set 
to hear a proposal to construct a 
gleaming 18-story tower in down-
town Flushing that needs special 
permission from the city to pierce 
LaGuardia Airport’s flight path 
zone.

The tower, called Eastern 
M i r a g e , 
has been 
planned for 
42-31 Union 
St. for years, 
and once had 
the backing 
of the city 
E c o n o m i c 
Development 
Corp. It has 
been partial-
ly financed 
by New York 
City munici-
pal bonds, 

Queens at heart
of fed probe into 
bribery scheme

Smith, Halloran, Tabone face felony charges  

In a 28-page criminal com-
plaint laden with clandestine 
meetings, envelopes full of cash 
and ill-fated aspirations, federal 
authorities Tuesday charged 
three Queens politicians with 
concocting an outlandish scheme 
to rig the city’s mayoral election.

According to the FBI and 
federal prosecutors, state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis), City 
Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) and Queens Repub-
lican Vice Chairman Vince Tab-

one allegedly orchestrated a plot 
to bribe Smith’s way onto the 
GOP ticket in the race for mayor. 
Bronx GOP head Jay Savino and 
two Rockland County legislators 
were also snared in the alleged 
ploy, which may have a ripple ef-
fect on politicians both within the 
borough and citywide.

Continued on Page 70
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A rendering provid-
ed to Community 
Board 7 shows what 
a planned mixed-
use development 
might look like. 

Image courtesy CB 7

Auto Show
and Eldercare
Sections inside

Queens is best borough 
in city for health: study 
Page 28

S
eniors who are bilingual and 

have spoken two or more 

languages since their youth 

may have cognitive advantages 

over adults who have only spoken 

one language their entire lives.

A new study headed by Brian 

Gold, a neuroscientist at the Uni-

versity of Kentucky College of 

Medicine, which was published in 

the journal Neuroscience, found 

that bilingualism leads to height-

ened mental skills. In the study, 

participants were divided into 

three groups: bilingual seniors, 

monolingual seniors, and younger 

adults. Each group was instructed 

to sort colors and shapes in a series 

of simple cognitive exercises. The 

researchers used a brain imaging 

technique to compare how well the 

subjects switched between mental 

tasks. The results indicated there 

were different patterns of brain ac-

tivity among the groups when the 

tasks were being completed.

The patterns showed that bilin-

gual seniors were able to switch 

between tasks and activate their 

brains in a manner closer to the 

younger subjects. They didn’t have 

to expend much effort, and they 

out-performed their peers who 

were monolingual. The research-

ers surmised the bilingual seniors 

were using their brains more effi-

ciently.
Other studies have shown bilin-

gualism pays even more dividends, 

including improved cognitive 

function in those suffering from 

Alzheimer’s disease. A study titled 

“Lifelong Bilingualism Maintains 

Neural Efficiency for Cognitive 

Control in Aging,” found that even 

though seniors who spoke dual 

languages had more brain atro-

phy due to Alzheimer’s, they were 

still able to function better than 

individuals with lower levels of 

atrophy who spoke one language. 

Researchers believe that being bi-

lingual strengthens the brain’s ca-

pacity for doing work, even if it is 

working at a deficit.

The jury is still out as to 

whether learning a second lan-

guage or moving to a foreign coun-

try as an adult can provide the 

same level of cognitive advantage 

as being bilingual from childhood. 

However, learning a new language 

can help keep the brain sharp. 

Many experts now believe learn-

ing a second language is no harder 

when you’re getting on in years 

than when you’re a child. 

There are different methods to 

learning a new language:

books from a child’s foreign lan-

guage class

and learning through immersion

Bilingual seniors have distinct 

cognitive advantages over other 

people who are monolingual. Urg-

ing children to learn a new lan-

guage or learning as an adult can 

have profound effects on mental 

abilities.  
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AUTO SHOW  Jaguar adds 
to newest lineup

 The 2014 
Jeep Cherokee

revived

 Cadillac 
goes big

See full coverage
PAGES 4, 5



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 5

-11
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
2

BT

BAYSIDE TIMES (USPS#025088) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc.., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2013. All rights reserved. The newspaper will 
not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Bayside Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings 
Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter ........................................................ 8
Editorials & Letters ...................................... 12-13
Political Action ....................................................14
Auto Section ................................................33-44
Eldercare ....................................................... 51-56

QGuide ............................................................57-62
Business ................................................................63
Sports ............................................................65-68
Classified ........................................................71-75

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A group gathered at 

Pomonok Houses last week 
to castigate the city for  in-
creasing annual parking 
fees by more than 400 per-
cent weeks before the mon-
ey is due.

Staff from state Assem-
blyman Michael Simanow-
itz’s (D-Electchester) office; 
former Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman, who is running 
for City Councilman James 
Gennaro’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) seat; and Pomonok 
Residents Association Pres-
ident Monica Corbett took 
the city Housing Authority 
to task for more than qua-
drupling parking fees in 
the Queens housing project 
— along with 42 other lots 
around the city.

Annual senior and 
handicap parking rates 
will rise from $60 to $272 , 
while resident rates will 
climb from $75 to $340 and 
non-resident rates from 
$150 to $650, according to 
Lancman, who added that 
the changes go into effect 
May 1 and must be paid in 
a lump sum.

“NYCHA’s massive 
parking fee hike is unfair 
enough, but springing it 
on residents with next to 
no notice and requiring 
payment in full upfront re-
ally adds insult to injury,” 
Lancman said. “NYCHA 
needs to focus on fixing its 
many shortcomings, from 
backlogged repairs to in-

adequate security, and not 
gouging residents.”

Lancman is currently 
running in a Democratic 
field against Isaac Sasson, 
a Flushing lottery-winner 
and former cancer re-
searcher, and Briarwood 
Task Force founder Andrea 
Veras.

But NYCHA said the 
increase will simply bring 
lots like Pomonok’s into a 
different category called 
reserved parking, where 
each resident is assigned a 
number.

“As part of NYCHA’s 
plans to enhance customer 
service and cover rising 
expenses, [the authority] 
is in the process of upgrad-
ing non-reserved lots to 
reserved lots after they are 
painted, numbered and new 
signs have been installed,” 
NYCHA said in a state-
ment. “Rates for residents 

in the converted develop-
ments will match those in 
existing reserved parking 
developments and NYCHA 
will enforce new rules that 
include ticketing by police 
and towing unauthorized 
vehicles.”

The changes, the au-
thority contends, will make 
parking at housing devel-
opments cleaner and safer.  
They were first discussed 
in a December 2012 plan-
ning document.

But after hearing 
news of the impending rate 
spike, Simanowitz fired off 
a letter to NYCHA protest-
ing the increase, and later 
said in a statement that the 
new rates will deter people 
from parking in the lot and 
instead drive residents to 
look for spots on the sur-
rounding streets.

“This will force people 
to look for parking on the 

public streets outside of the 
development,” he said in a 
statement. “Parking is al-
ready at a premium in the 
community.”

That is because 
Pomonok is flanked by 
Electchester, another hous-
ing complex that houses 
5,500 residents. In addition, 
Queens College across the 
street boasts a total un-
dergraduate enrollment of 
more than 16,000 students, 
many of whom commute by 
car , according to Simanow-
itz.

“Raising the cost to 
park in public housing over 
300 percent is a slap in the 
face to all,” Corbett said. 
“These fee increases hurt 
all residents, especially our 
seniors and fixed-income 
population. And why was 
the residents association 
not even consulted?”

BY JOE ANUTA

Visiting family mem-
bers who were staying at a 
Fresh Meadows home were 
among 11 people who were 
taken to the hospital Mon-
day after an early-morning 
blaze.

The fire broke out at 
about 1:45 a.m. in the sec-
ond story kitchen of a two-
family home, according to 
the FDNY, where 10 people 
were staying.

Four of the people on 
the top floor of the two-
family home suffered 
life-threatening injuries, 
according to the Fire De-
partment.

“He was barely 
breathing,” David Abdura-
khmanov, the owner of the 
house, said of one of the 
victims.

Abdurakhmanov was 
standing outside the build-
ing he owned later Monday, 
watching crews clean up 
debris and begin cleaning 

the house. He said some of 
the people were visiting 
from Florida.

Firefighters pulled 
several people from the sec-
ond floor in the early morn-
ing, and the blaze was un-
der control by 2:20 a.m., a 
spokesman from the FDNY 
said.

Two people who were 
critically injured were 
brought to North Shore 
LIJ-Health System, while 
another two were taken to 
New York Hospital Queens, 
where one of the city’s Brav-
est was also treated for mi-
nor injuries.

The kitchen, where the 
fire broke out, was located 
in the center of the second-
floor apartment, while the 
bedrooms were further 
back in the house and could 
have hampered escape ef-
forts by those inside, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

The fire was not con-
sidered suspicious, accord-
ing to the FDNY.

City Council candidate Rory Lancman (center from l.-r.) speaks about parking rate increases 
as a member of Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz’s staff and Monica Corbett look on. 

Photo courtesy Rory Lancman

Pomonok blasts parking hike
Protesters pan NYCHA decision to suddenly quadruple rates

Fresh Meadows blaze
sends 11 to hospital
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Family members mill around the front of a Fresh Meadows home 
where a second-floor fire broke out. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Hallelujah
FOOT & SPA
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OPENING

42-34 235th Street Douglaston, NY 11363 
(Near Douglaston LIRR Station)

(718) 279-7577/9577 | hallelujahspa@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE:

GRAND 
OPENING 
Special
5% OFF 

Any Service

10% OFF 
Any Combined 

Service

Work begins on Little Bay Park comfort station
BY PHIL CORSO

After waiting eight years to 
break ground, northeast Queens 
leaders took to Little Bay Park 
Tuesday with plans to celebrate 
a more comfortable future there, 
but what they found instead was 
another hurdle in an ongoing bu-
reaucratic battle.

A long-awaited comfort sta-
tion should be finished at Little 
Bay Park by fall 2014, according 
to a spokesman for the city Parks 
Department, and its construction 
has been coupled with an expand-
ed 100-car parking lot at the site.

But in the interim, both the 
parking lot and park itself were 
mostly gated off, making it more 
difficult for residents to reach 
the area by car or other means as 
they awaited the $5 million proj-
ect’s completion. Access to the 
park was still available, but in a 
much more limited way.

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance President Warren 
Schreiber has been at the fore-
front of the fight to get shovels 
in the ground. Although he was 

glad to finally see a Little Bay 
comfort station come to fruition, 
he worried about what restricted 
parking would mean come sum-
mertime.

“I own a few driveways over 
there,” Schreiber said while mo-
tioning toward nearby Bay Ter-
race. “I’ll be able to sell spots and 
make money during the sum-
mer.”

Because of the new gates lin-
ing the perimeter of Little Bay 
Park, the nearest option for any-
one trying to park their car is just 
under the Throgs Neck Bridge.

Even though he was speak-
ing with sarcasm, Schreiber’s 
sentiments echoed those of other 
northeast Queens residents who 
passed by the park after the con-
struction gates went up.

“I’m a biker. I bike maybe 
100 miles a week in the summer-
time,” said Flushing activist Paul 
Graziano, who joined in the cel-
ebration of the incoming comfort 
station Tuesday. “There’s no way 
I can get through here now be-
cause my route is totally screwed 
up. They should really have some 

sort of access.”
The Parks Department did 

not return calls on exactly how 
long the construction gates will 

be limiting traffic through Little 
Bay Park.

Nonetheless, community 
leaders were still celebrating 

Tuesday when they joined state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) at 
the site where crews were work-
ing to make way for the new com-
fort station.

“This was a real team ef-
fort,” Schreiber said. “The new 
comfort station is something that 
will go on to benefit everyone in 
this community.”

The senator wielded a shovel 
at the press conference to symbol-
ize an unofficial groundbreaking 
he speculated the Parks Depart-
ment was “too embarrassed” to 
mark on its own after years of 
delays.

“This is just the beginning,” 
Avella said. “Little Bay Park is 
eventually going to be one of the 
best parks in the borough.”

When he was a member of 
the City Council eight years ago, 
Avella dedicated $1 million to the 
comfort station cause, and after 
nearly a decade the senator said 
he was glad to see the city finally 
moving forward on the project 
residents who frequent the area 
deserved.

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) symbolically digs his shovel into the ground near Little 
Bay Park, alongside Bay Terrace’s Warren Schreiber (l.) and Phil Konigsberg, to 
celebrate the construction of a comfort station. Photo by Phil Corso
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BY PHIL CORSO

Scandal surrounding 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) had 
the borough buzzing this 
week as his Democratic 
challengers looked ahead 
to November.

Halloran, who was 
charged with being part 
of a bribery scheme to rig 
the city’s mayoral race, 
has been readying his re-
election campaign as the 
opposition duked it out to 
determine who would chal-
lenge him.

His Tuesday morning 
arrest sent shock waves 
through his 19th Coun-
cil District in northeast 

Queens and has left its big 
players wondering how the 
area will be represented by 
year’s end.

Halloran was arrested 
along with state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) in 
what federal prosecutors 
described as a grand plot 
to bribe the senator’s way 
onto the mayoral ballot as a 
Republican. Both lawmak-
ers face up to 45 years in 
prison if convicted.

Halloran spokesman 
Kevin Ryan said the coun-
cilman denied the allega-
tions and was confident he 
would be vindicated, but 
would not say whether he 
planned on remaining in 
the race.

Democratic challeng-
ers Paul Graziano, Aus-
tin Shafran, Paul Vallone 
and recently dropped-out 
candidate Matthew Silver-
stein weighed in on how 
Halloran’s arrest might 
affect the district moving 
forward. John Duane, a 
former state assemblyman, 
has been raising money in 
the race but did not com-
ment on his potential oppo-
nent’s charges.

According to a Queens 
Democratic source, the par-
ty believes this may spur 
other potential Democratic 
candidates to re-examine 
the race and possibly run 
since the corruption case 
has weakened Halloran as 

an incumbent.
Vallone was the only 

current contender in the 
mix for the Democratic 
primary to challenge Hal-
loran in 2009. He received 
the third-most votes, be-
hind Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
and Kevin Kim, who won 
the spot but lost in the gen-
eral election.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) used to represent 
the 19th District as a mem-
ber of the Council before 
Halloran was elected and 
said he obviously did not 
support his successor for 
office.  He also said he was 
not surprised to learn of the 

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens Republicans 
were shocked to learn a 
leader of their organization 
and City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
were allegedly involved 
in a bribery scheme to get 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) on the GOP may-
oral ticket, and many said 
Tuesday’s arrests signaled 
a need to change the party’s 
leadership.

But current Repub-
lican brass contend the 
party is not on life support 
and that Queens GOP Vice 
Chairman Vince Tabone 
not only acted on his own, 
but allegedly promised 
something he did not have 
the power to deliver.

The charges of wire 
fraud and bribery against 
Halloran and Tabone are 
just the latest blemish on 
the party’s reputation. 
A political coup led by a 
long-running insurgency 
rocked GOPers in Febru-
ary when a group of Repub-
lican Council members in-
stalled members at the city 
Board of Elections against 
the wishes of the county 
leadership.

But, oddly enough, 
Tuesday’s arrests have left 
many party members up-
beat about the future.

“The party is in ruins 
right now,” said longtime 

Queens Republican Party 
member James McClel-
land. “But I think this is 
the start. The base of the 
party and the district lead-
ers need to come together 
and figure out who is going 
to lead in the future.”

McClelland said Re-
publicans from two fac-
tions — those aligned with 
the current leadership un-
der Chairman Phil Ragusa 
and those aligned with an 
insurgent faction led by 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and long-
time Queens GOPer Tom 
Ognibene — need to come 
together to pick someone 
to settle the infighting that 
has dogged the party for 
years.

“Some people just can’t 
line themselves up with 
either faction, given their 
history of ineptitude and 
corruption. They are dy-
ing for a third actor,” said 
one party insider who did 
not want to be named. The 
sourse was  quick to point 
out that though Tabone is 
now under federal scruti-
ny, John Haggerty, a high-
ranking member of the in-
surgent faction, just went 
to prison last month for 
stealing $750,000 from May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
campaign. 

Speaking on a New 
York 1 talk show Tuesday 

Bribery plot exposed
Smith, Halloran, Tabone charged in wild caper to rig mayoral race

BY JOE ANUTA AND RICH 
BOCKMANN

  
State Sen. Malcolm 

Smith (D-Hollis), City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Queens 
Republican Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone were arrested 
Tuesday and charged with 
a mayoral bribery scheme 
so outlandish it left many 
in the borough scratching 
their heads.

U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara outlined the 
charges, contained in a 
criminal complaint, at a 
Tuesday news conference 
after the trio was arrested 
along with the Bronx GOP 
leader and two Rockland 
County officials.

“Today’s charges dem-
onstrate, once again, that a 
show-me-the-money culture 
seems to pervade every lev-
el of New York government. 
The complaint describes an 
unappetizing smorgasbord 
of graft and greed,” Bha-
rara said.

Smith, 56; Halloran, 
42; and Tabone, 46, were 
charged with corruption, 
bribery and several counts 
of wire fraud. Smith and 

Halloran face a maximum 
sentence of 45 years in pris-
on each for all the charges 
if convicted, according to 
prosecutors, while Tabone 
faces a maximum of 25 
years behind bars if he is 
found guilty of the counts. 
They were arraigned in 
White Plains Tuesday af-
ternoon and each required 
to post $250,000 in bail.

Smith agreed to steer 
$500,000 in state transpor-
tation money to an upstate 
project in exchange for the 
bribes paid on his behalf, 
according to the complaint, 

and in total Halloran al-
legedly accepted upward 
of $60,000 in bribe money 
while Tabone pocketed 
$25,000, prosecutors allege.

Members of Queens po-
litical circles were shocked 
at the news — especially 
because the scheme seemed 
so absurd.

“This is the height of 
stupidity,” said one bor-
ough GOPer, who did not 
want to be named. “It’s ri-
diculous what they thought 
they could get away with.”

Smith is a registered 
Democrat, but wanted to 

run for mayor on the Re-
publican ticket. To do so, he 
would need what is known 
as a Wilson Pakula certifi-
cate signed by three of the 
five borough GOP chair-
men.

Tabone told Halloran 
and the two men working 
with the FBI that he could 
deliver the Wilson Pakula 
for Queens, and was re-
corded saying, “I run the 
Queens County Republican 
Party. Nobody else runs the 
party,” the complaint said.

Tabone later frisked an 
undercover FBI agent for a 
wire, which he missed, and 
then stepped outside into 
the agent’s car and accept-
ed $25,000 in cash, prosecu-
tors said, with the promise 
of $25,000 more.

But Chairman Phil 
Ragusa is the head of 
the Queens GOP. He told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
that only he would have the 
authority to sign a Wilson 
Pakula, and Bharara made 
clear in a news conference 
that Ragusa was not impli-
cated in the investigation.

Secondly, Smith did 
not necessarily need to 

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (r.) is escorted out of federal court in 
White Plains, N.Y., by his attorney. Photo by Christina Santucci

Council hopefuls react to scandal

Boro GOP ranks 
want new leaders

Queens GOP Vice Chair Vince Tabone leaves White Plains federal 
court after being released on bail. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 70

Continued on Page 69

Continued on Page 69
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BY STEVE MOSCO

As federal agents led 
outspoken City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) out of his home in 
handcuffs early Tuesday, 
he reportedly remarked 
that he “had no idea” why 
he was being arrested.

But soon enough ev-
eryone, including Halloran, 
would learn why the gov-
ernment came calling so 
early in the morning. The 
councilman was charged 
in a bribery scheme to get 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) onto the Repub-
lican ticket in the race 
for mayor and both were 
nabbed amid revelations of 
alleged kickbacks centering 
around the senator’s desire 

for the mayor’s office.
According to the crim-

inal complaint filed by the 
Manhattan U.S. attorney’s 
office, Halloran envisioned 
himself as the deputy 
police commissioner or 
deputy mayor in Smith’s 
administration, and the 
councilman was charged 

with corruption, bribery 
and several counts of fraud. 
He and Smith both face a 
maximum sentence of 45 
years in prison if convicted 
of all charges.

Many considered Hal-
loran a controversial elect-
ed official before any brib-

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
In the wake of state 

Sen. Malcolm Smith’s (D-
Hollis) bribery scandal, In-
dependent Democratic Con-
ference leader Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein (D-Bronx) stripped 
the embattled lawmaker of 
his committee assignments 
and leadership position 
within the state’s coalition 
government and in a final 
blow suggested Smith step 
down from the perch from 
which he had long coveted 
positions of power.

Hours after Smith was 
arrested early Tuesday on 
charges he conspired to 
bribe Queens and Bronx 
Republican leaders in or-
der to get on the GOP ticket 
in the mayoral race, Klein 
released a statement say-
ing Smith’s participation 
in the alleged scheme had 
“breached the trust of the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference.”

“These are very seri-

ous allegations that, if true, 
constitute a clear betrayal 
of the public trust. As a re-
sult of these charges, I have 
made the decision to strip 
Sen. Smith of his commit-
tee assignments and of his 
conference leadership posi-
tion,” Klein said in a state-
ment.

“I trust that the U.S. 
attorney’s office will act ex-
peditiously to resolve this 
matter and to ensure that 
justice is served,” he con-
tinued. “Finally, given the 
level of criminality alleged, 
I believe that Sen. Smith 
should seriously consider 
whether or not he can con-
tinue to effectively serve 
his constituents.”

After joining the IDC 
late last year in a power-
sharing agreement with 
Senate Republicans, which 
kept the Democrats from 
having control over the 
upper chamber, Smith was 
rewarded with several 
committee assignments, 

including vice chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee 
and co-chair of the Senate’s 
Bipartisan Task Force on 
Sandy Recovery.

He was also appointed 

to the Transportation Com-
mittee, from which he al-
legedly promised to steer 
$500,000 to a Rockland 
County road project in or-
der to finance his mayoral 

ambitions.
Southeast Queens’ 

Bishop Charles Norris, 
who was irate over Smith’s 
move to the IDC and at least 
once publicly called on him 
to resign, was less combat-
ive Wednesday when asked 
if he thought Smith should 
step down.

“I have to leave that for 
him,” Norris said. “South-
east Queens will have to 
recover from what he has 
been accused of doing.”

“It’s a sad situation 
for him and his family,” he 
added. “I know him and his 
family very well.”

Smith, who worked as 
a real estate developer prior 
to his political career, came 
up under the tutelage of the 
Rev. Floyd Flake, the in-
fluential southeast Queens 
minister and a former con-
gressman.

Smith went to work in 
as a congressional aide in 
Flake’s office in 1986 and 
was eventually elected to 

the state Senate in 2000. 
He rose to the height 

of Senate majority leader 
when Democrats took con-
trol of the upper house in 
2009, but he was replaced 
by current Majority Coali-
tion Co-leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Rockville Centre) after 
the “Gang of Four” Demo-
cratic lawmakers staged a 
political coup that eventu-
ally ousted him from the 
leadership role despite his 
early cooperation. Three of 
the four — Sens. Carl Kru-
ger, Hiram Monserrate and 
Pedro Espada — have been 
convicted of corruption.

Smith’s name has been 
mentioned in connection 
with other scandals, in-
cluding a bid-rigging plot 
to land the Aqueduct En-
tertainment Group a multi-
billion-dollar contract for a 
racino in Queens and dona-
tions that allegedly disap-
peared from a non-profit 
Smith founded to help Hur-
ricane Katrina victims.

The press swarms City Councilman Dan Halloran after he leaves 
federal court Tuesday. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) and state Sen. Malcolm Smith at-
tend a street-renaming ceremony for the late Tom White. The two 
were arrested and charged in a bribery scam.

Halloran under pressure
to reduce personal debt

County’s Gallery of Rogues
has breached public’s trust

Smith’s career shaped by large ambitions
Embattled lawmaker has coveted powerful positions throughout his years in southeast Queens

Continued on Page 69Continued on Page 69

BY JOE ANUTA AND TATIANA 
CASTELLANOS

The arrest of borough 
politicians in an alleged 
bribery plot made headlines 
around the nation Tuesday, 
but in Queens, handcuffed 
elected officials has unfor-
tunately become an ongo-
ing tradition. 

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis), City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Queens 
County Republican Party 
Vice Chairman Vince Ta-
bone were not yet formally 
charged in the alleged plot 
to bribe Smith’s way onto 
the Republican mayoral 
ticket, but others through-
out Queens’ not-so-distant 
past have pleaded, been 
convicted and often sen-

tenced to prison for a wide 
range of corrupt activities.

• State Sen. Shirley 

Huntley was sentenced 
last week to five years of 
probation in State Supreme 
Court for stealing more 
than $87,000 from a sham 
nonprofit to fund shop-
ping sprees and pay off her 
credit card bill, as well as 
conspiring to cover up the 
theft of $30,000 in taxpayer 
money. She faces up to two 
years behind bars at an up-
coming federal sentencing 
for the same crimes.

• John Haggerty, a 
member of the insurgent 
faction of the Queens GOP, 
began serving a year pris-
on sentence in March after 
he was convicted in De-
cember of stealing $750,000 
in campaign funds from 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
in 2009.

• Former Assembly-
man Jimmy Meng was 
sentenced in March to one 
month in prison, a $30,000 
fine and years of probation 
for accepting an $80,000 
bribe in a fruit basket 
last summer. He told an 
acquaintance the money 
would be used to bribe 
Manhattan prosecutors, 
but according to the feds, 
he simply planned to keep 
the cash.

• Former state Sen. 

Hiram Monserrate was 
sentenced in December 
2012 to two years in prison 
and slapped with a roughly 
$80,000 fine for misusing 
$109,000 in taxpayer money 
to further his own re-elec-
tion.
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Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 
5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 
9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. 
These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or 
MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 
17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold 
and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater 
(maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 
for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each 
transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

REGULAR RATES FROM 9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

Save with NO ANNUAL FEE (Bank credit cards can charge 

you up to $79.)

Consolidate your high-interest cards with NO-FEE BALANCE 
TRANSFERS (Banks charge up to 4% in transfer fees, adding 

up to $400 on a typical $10,000 transfer.)

NO Penalty Rate pricing (MCU understands that due to 

various circumstances, there are times when you might make 

a late payment. Banks may increase your rate to 29.99% or 

higher. We do not charge Penalty Rate pricing.)

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TAX PROS

$20OFF

YOUR TAX RETURN 

PREPARATION
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Family Owned Business with Over 50 Years Experience 
Preparation of Individual, Corporate and Partnership Returns

Returns Prepared While You Wait

PSYLLOS&PSYLLOS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS LLP

BY PHIL CORSO

A Floral Park man 
died in his bed Tuesday 
morning after police said 
he fell asleep while smok-
ing a cigarette.

Emergency respond-
ers swarmed the home on 
268th Street after police 
in the 105th Precinct re-
ceived a call around 8:17 
a.m. about a fire inside the 
home, where they found 63-
year-old George Kearney in 
the attic with severe burns 
throughout his body, the 
NYPD said.

The man was pro-
nounced dead at nearby 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System just one block away, 
police said.

According to the 
NYPD, Kearney was lying 
in bed smoking when he ap-
parently fell asleep, setting 
the stage for his cigarette 
to spark the fire and spread 

throughout the upper floor 
of the home. He was the 
only one in the home at the 
time of the incident, but he 
lived there with his wife, 
police said.

By the time firefight-
ers were finished putting 
out the flames, the entire 
second floor was black-
ened, dripping with water 
and smelling of ashes.

The blaze charred the 

siding along the right side 
of the house near an attic 
window and firefighters 
were finished dousing the 
home with water by about 
9:45 a.m.

Neighbors at the scene, 
who did not want to be iden-
tified, said the man was 
alone at the time of the fire 
and appeared unconscious 
as he was carried out on a 
stretcher.

Floral Park man dies in blaze 
after dozing off with cigarette

Officials stand outside a house after firefighters doused the up-
per floor with water to extinguish a blaze that killed a 63-year-old 
man. Photo by Phil Corso
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Tracey had planned to deliver her baby in NY City. But when she suddenly began bleeding 

and went into labor at home, she and her husband rushed to Winthrop-University Hospital 

instead. “Winthrop is known as a leading maternity hospital,” she said. “Now I know why.” 

Winthrop’s Chief Ob/Gyn Resident recognized that she needed an emergency C-Section. 

He assembled a highly trained surgical team in minutes. The severe complications they 

encountered called on all their skill and teamwork. Large fi broids were wrapped around the 

uterus. The baby was positioned sideways in the womb. And Tracey’s placenta had ruptured. 

She was bleeding profusely. 

Miraculously, baby Evan was delivered safely and Tracey avoided a hysterectomy. “There’s 

no doubt,” said Tracey, “Winthrop’s team saved Evan’s life, and mine.” 

                    Tracey and Evan’s story shows why Winthrop is a renowned 

NY State-designated Regional Perinatal Center. Why our 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit’s record is one of the best 

in the nation. And why it makes such good sense to 

give birth where all the world-class services you may 

need are standing by 24/7, just in case. Learn more 

at winthrop.org. Or call 1-866-WINTHROP.

“Most mothers will never 
need all of Winthrop’s 

amazing services. 
But why take that chance?”
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Energyfor

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter
Police search for South Jamaica scammers

Woman, 86, found on Cross Island Parkway

Police are looking for Dominique Ben-David. 
Photo courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Video cameras captured images of two of the three men suspected in using a flat-tire scheme to steal 
from victims.  Photo courtesy NYPD

SOUTH JAMAICA  — Police hope 
someone can  help to identify three people 
suspected of telling victims they have a flat 
tire in order to distract them as they steal 
property from their cars.

According to police, one of the men 
will often ask to help change the tire as an-

other swipes the items. 
The three are suspected of being re-

sponsible for 16 grand larcenies across the 
borough from August 2012 to March of this 
year, police said. 

BAY TERRACE — An unidentified   
woman was found walking along the Cross 
Island Parkway at the Throgs Neck Bridge 
last Friday.

Police said the 86-year-old woman told 
them she did not know where she lives and 
that her name is Hwang Soo Ha. She was 
wearing red pants, a gray shirt, a brown 
coat, a blue baseball hat and black sneak-
ers, police said.

Police released this photo of Hwang Soo Ha and 
asked anyone who recognizes her to call Crime 
Stoppers. Photo courtesy NYPD

Flushing teen disappears from Franklin Ave.
FLUSHING — A 15-year-old girl went miss-

ing around 5 p.m.  last Friday,  police said. 
The girl, Dominique Ben-David, was de-

scribed as Hispanic, 5 foot 3 inches, 140 pounds 
with brown eyes and straight, brown hair.

Police said she was last seen outside 140-10 
Franklin Ave. wearing a multi-colored short-
sleeved shirt and black pants.
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Mayor says September openings will include Energy Tech, an LIC career and tech training program

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
78 new schools will open 
across the city in Sep-
tember — including 15 in 
Queens — at a news con-
ference Tuesday held at 
a Long Island City school 
that is the future home of a 
new technical academy.

“Our administration 
has created a record num-
ber of schools and programs 
for our students, which 
have helped to lead record 
gains,” Bloomberg said at 
IS 204, at 36-41 28th St. “We 
still have more work to do, 
and with our new schools 
and school leaders, we’ll 
continue to provide our 
children with the opportu-
nities they deserve.”

He said scholastic 
achievement has been bol-
stered under his admin-
istration. The number of 
students going on to col-
lege has risen by 40 percent 
since 2005, and Bloomberg 
said the number of students 
dropping out of school has 

fallen by half.
City Schools Chancel-

lor Dennis Walcott also said 
new schools offer students 
and parents an important 
choice in their education.

“There’s so many ex-
citing opportunities,” he 
said. “Our new schools are 
visionary.”

In addition to the new 
schools, 18 new school 

buildings will open in Sep-
tember. Most of the new 
schools will be co-located 
in existing buildings.

Queens will open two 
elementary schools, six 

middle schools, one com-
bined middle and high 
school, three high schools, 
two combined high schools 
and career and technical 
education schools and one 
transfer high school in var-
ious neighborhoods, includ-
ing Corona, Elmhurst, East 
Elmhurst, South Ozone 
Park, South Jamaica, Lau-
relton, Middle Village, 
Hunters Point and others. 

Bloomberg said his 
administration has opened 
656 new schools since 2002, 
more than any other ad-
ministration in the city’s 
history, and created 126,000 
school seats.

But he reaffirmed his 
commitment to the admin-
istration’s controversial 
practice of closing under-
performing schools.

“We should always 
close those that are at the 
bottom,” he said. “We want 
to work with them to make 
them better, but there’s al-
ways going to be a bottom 
10 percent and why should 
we settle for that?”

Several of the new 

schools that will open will 
be career and technical 
education schools that pre-
pare students for careers 
in various industries, in-
cluding Energy Tech, set to 
open in IS 204. 

“These schools con-
nect high school students 
directly to the working 
world and give them a foot 
in the door in the fast grow-
ing industries that are cre-
ating jobs in the future,” 
Bloomberg said.

Energy Tech will train 
students for careers in the 
energy industry through a 
partnership with National 
Grid, Consolidated Edison 
and LaGuardia Commu-
nity College. Students will 
be mentored by industry 
professionals, hold intern-
ships and take college-level 
classes, graduating with 
high school and associates 
degrees.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) and city Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l.) announce several new 
schools will open across the city in September at a news conference at IS 204 in Long Island City. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Richmond Hill’s Jack-

ie Kennedy-Onassis school 
was named one of the best 
elementary schools in the 
state for helping Latino, 
low-income and English-
language learners get a leg 
up, according to a recent 
analysis of New York’s 
4,000-plus public schools 
by a nonprofit educational-
advocacy group.

The school landed on 
three Top 10 lists for the 
2010-11 school year com-
piled by the New York 
Campaign for Achievement 
Now, which ranked schools 
across the state where at 
least 40 percent of the stu-
dent bodies were composed 
of students in a particular 
at-risk group.

Using state Education 

Department data, the non-
profit, which is the New 
York-branch of a national 
coalition of groups advocat-
ing for research-based edu-
cation reform, assigned a 
letter grade to every school 
in the state on how well stu-
dents performed in reading 
and math.

The rankings also 
measured how particular 
subsets of at-risk students 
performed and how well 
schools closed the achieve-
ment gap.

“While states certainly 
collect this data and share 
it in a variety of forms, 
it’s usually not in a user-
friendly way, so parents 
and people in the communi-
ty can use it as an informed 
snapshot of their schools,” 
NYCAN Executive Direc-
tor Julie Marlette said.

In addition to the re-
port cards for the state’s 
schools, the nonprofit’s 
website, nycan.org/report-
cards, shows Top 10 lists 
of elementary and middle 
schools with high popula-
tions of ELL, black, Latino 
and low-income students.

“Part of what we try to 
do is learn from the exam-
ples of these schools where 
these students are learning 
well so other schools can 
look toward them as ex-
amples and foster coopera-
tion with their leadership,” 
Marlette said.

PS 60 in Woodhaven 
and PS 254 in Richmond 

Hill made the elementary 
school Top 10 lists for La-
tino student performance.

Astoria’s Young Wom-
en’s Leadership School was 
in the Top 10 among state 
schools in Latino student 
performance.

Oakland Gardens’ 
Alley Pond School and 
Little Neck’s PS 46 were 
in a three-way tie with a 
Westchester school for the 
No. 1 elementary school in 
the state helping ELL stu-
dents.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 

Richmond Hill’s Jacqueline Kennedy-Onassis school is one of the 
Top 10 in the state in boosting Latino, low-income and English-
language learning students’ progress, according to a recent anal-
ysis.

NE Queens elementaries among state’s best for at-risk pupils



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 5

-11
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
10

BT

where are the thinkers

who will foresee the forces of nature?

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday 
April 13 and  20 
10:00 a.m.

ENGINEERING            TECHNOLOGY            MANAGEMENT            AVIATION

1.866.6VAUGHN    www.vaughn.edu

Changing the world requires revolutionary thinking that goes above and beyond, and at Vaughn College 
that’s the type of thinking we instill in you. Our students come with vision and expectations and leave ready 
to challenge the ordinary in the �elds of engineering, technology, management and aviation. 

Vaughn offers an array of master’s, bachelor’s and associate degree programs — including one of the only degree 
programs in mechatronic engineering in the New York metropolitan area — and a faculty that is grounded in 
real-life experience. It’s no wonder that 92 percent of our graduates are employed or continue their education 
within one year of graduation. 

Set your sights on Vaughn College and start thinking above and beyond. Visit www.vaughn.edu for more information.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 4-28-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-28-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-28-13

w/coupon, exp. 4-28-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

GET 
$100 
OFF BY KAREN FRANTZ

A man suspected of attempting to rape 
a 23-year-old woman in Forest Park last 
week was convicted of manslaughter in 
1990, police said, and several of the city’s 
women officials lauded his arrest Tuesday 
afternoon.

“Today is a safer day for Queens,” said 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) at a news conference Tuesday at 
the Forest Hills subway stop, at Continen-
tal Avenue and Queens Boulevard.

She thanked the victim of the March 
29 attack for coming forward to police, 
making the arrest of the suspect possible.

“It’s really hard for a victim to come 
forward and say what has happened to 
them,” she said. “It takes a tremendous 
amount of bravery.”

She was joined at the news conference 
by Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing).

Richard Kassebaum, 42, of Howard 
Beach, was arrested and charged with at-
tempted predatory sexual assault, attempt-

ed rape and sex abuse in connection with 
the Forest Park incident, police said.

Gothamist reported Kassebaum had 
been convicted in the stabbing death of his 
aunt in 1990, but the Queens district attor-
ney’s office could not confirm that because 
Kassebaum’s criminal complaint had not 
been finalized yet. Police did say however, 
that Kassebaum was found guilty of man-
slaughter in 1990.

The New York Times reported at the 
time that a 19-year-old Richard Kassebaum 
had stabbed his 49-year-old aunt, Barbara 
Jacoutot, to death in her Flushing home in 
1990. Police had investigated the possibility 
the aunt had also been sexually assaulted 
because her clothes had been cut away, The 
Times reported.

The Kassebaum arrested this week 
would have been about 19 years old in 
1990.

The victim of last week’s attack was 
jogging in Forest Park when a man at-
tacked her from behind and zapped her 
with a stun gun, police said. The man at-
tempted to rape her but was scared off by 
a couple and their dog, a police spokesman 
said.

Authorities arrest suspect 
in Forest Pk rape attempt
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SAVE $2*

on your order
Code: FLYR1393

ORANGE BLOSSOM®

with dipped strawberries 
and bananas

CHOCOLATE DIPPED STRAWBERRIES
with mixed toppings

Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes only. Offer expires 04/21/13. Offer code must be used when placing order. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Containers may vary.  Delivery not available in all areas. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer, promotion, coupon or coupon code. Excludes tax and delivery. Not valid on previously purchased items. Acceptance and use of coupon is subject to all applicable laws. Void where prohibited.  See store for details. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all 
other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

FRESH, SWEET, UNIQUE

COMING SOON!

718-343-3063

EdibleArrangements.com
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Beep candidates pledge task force creation

O
n March 28, the Bay 
Terrace Communi-
ty Alliance hosted 
an informative and 

lively candidates forum. 
It was standing room-only 
at the Clearview Park Golf 
Course Clubhouse as resi-
dents came out to meet the 
person who will be the next 
borough president. All an-
nounced contenders for the 
office of borough president 
participated.

In my role as co-presi-
dent of the Presidents Co-op 
& Condo Council, I advocate 
on behalf of the co-opera-
tive and condominium com-
munity that has long been 
burdened with inequitable 
property taxes, unfunded 
mandates and ill-conceived 
legislation designed to take 
away a co-op’s right to self-
determination. The PCCC’s 
agenda is about providing 
affordable housing for mid-

dle-class owners.
I am pleased to report 

that I was able to secure a 
public commitment from 
each of the candidates who, 
if elected, said he or she 
would establish a borough 
president’s co-op and condo 
task force. It would be com-
posed of board presidents, 
attorneys, property manag-
ers, owners and elected offi-
cials. The task force would 
meet at least once a month 

under the auspices of the 
borough president.

This will be a major 
step forward for the co-op 
and condo community. We 
will remind the next bor-
ough president of his or her 
public commitment and 
make sure he or she is true 
to his or her word.

Warren Schreiber
Bayside

SICK DAYS FOR ALL
If every year were an election year, city government 

might get something done.
Last week, the City Council gave its stamp of approval 

to legislation that would require companies with at least 
20 employees to give full-time workers five compensated 
sick days a year.

The mandate will extend to businesses with 15 or more 
employees in October 2015. The legislation was the result 
of a compromise reached between the Council, business 
owners and the unions at the urging of Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn.

Quinn is running for mayor in the fall and, although 
the mandate won’t be popular with small business own-
ers, it will help win the support of unions and thousands 
of workers.

“We have a good, strong and sensible piece of legis-
lation that recognizes the needs of everyday New York-
ers and the realities that our struggling small businesses 
face,” said Quinn, who had opposed this type of mandate. 
“Throughout these negotiations I have always said that I 
was willing to listen and engage all sides.”

Mayor Michael Bloomberg promised to veto the leg-
islation.

“While this compromise version of the bill is better 
than previous iterations, it will still hurt small businesses 
and stifle job creation,” Bloomberg said.

We have no doubt the Council will override his veto 
just as it did the mayor’s veto of legislation exempting 
unions from disclosing money spent on political cam-
paigns.

City Public Advocate Bill de Blasio, another mayoral 
candidate, noted Quinn’s “long-standing resistance to pro-
viding working families this measure of economic secu-
rity.”

“However,” he said, “the final outcome leaves out over 
300,000 New Yorkers and took far too long. No one should 
ever have to sacrifice pay just because they get sick.”

We are sympathetic to the burden this may put on 
small business owners, but we think that burden has been 
exaggerated. We are more concerned that without sick pay 
sick people will go to work because they can’t afford not 
to.

There isn’t a person on Bloomberg’s staff or working 
for Bloomberg LP who doesn’t get far more than five days’ 
sick pay. All workers deserve the same consideration.
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Police offi cer intimidates resident at CB 8 meeting
I 

attended a Community 
Board 8 meeting March 
13, which had on its 
agenda a United States 

Tennis Association appli-
cation to expand its facili-
ties in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

The format for the pro-
cedures was dictated by 
Alan Warshaviak, chair-
man of CB 8. The board by 
a healthy majority voted 
in support of the USTA ap-
plication. While privately 
I disapprove of the expan-
sion, CB 8 members have 
every right to vote as they 
please. I offer no criticism 
of any member nor com-
plaints about their final 
vote.

I do, however, have con-
cerns about the procedures 
employed by Warshaviak, 
which I believe went far be-
yond fairness and were not 
in the public’s interests:

1. Under ordinary and 
generally accepted proce-
dures, an applicant who 

seeks something from any 
board makes a presenta-
tion. The public may then 
state its approval or opposi-
tion and the applicant may 
then rebut.

At the CB 8 meeting, 
contrary to procedures 
followed by other boards, 
Warshaviak dictated the 
public speak in advance of 
the applicant. They were re-
quired to do so before there 
was a roll call of board 
members, so there was no 
way to determine whether 
all members, who ultimate-
ly voted, were present when 
the public spoke.

This was not only a 
deviation from the norm, 
but a blatant attempt to dis-
tance and marginalize the 
public’s opposition.

2. The board chairman 
also announced speaking 
time from the public would 
be limited to one minute, 
which is enough time to 
say your name, that you 
are against the plan and sit 

down. Because one speaker 
ceded me his time, I got all 
of two minutes — hardly 
enough time for a serious 
statement.

The purpose of a full 
board meeting is to give the 
public an adequate oppor-
tunity to make a meaning-
ful statement. One minute 
does not allow that. This 
is another example of an 
attempt to marginalize the 
public’s opposition.

3. By forcing the pub-
lic to speak before the ap-
plicant, the opposition 
could not address any point 
made by the applicant. As 
a result, when something 
was said that I believed 
was incorrect, remaining 
in my seat, I shouted out a 
response. I did not rise up 
from my seat. I made no 
threatening movements 
and my reaction was over 
in seconds. It was prompted 
by the fact that the chair-
man allowed the applicant 
to speak after the public 

and not before, as should 
have been the case.

My behavior was 
harmless and not remotely 
disruptive, but no sooner 
had I made a response, a 
police officer came over 
to where I was seated. He 
positioned himself not 
near me, but inches away, 
breathing down my neck. I 
quietly informed him not to 
violate my civil rights. He 
remained looming over me 
for what was mostly the re-
mainder of the meeting.

It was clearly an un-
justified and obnoxious 
attempt at police intimi-
dation. In all the years I 
have been to community 
board meetings, even when 
agenda involved issues that 
stir one’s emotions, I never 
witnessed a violent or un-
ruly display of conduct re-
quiring a police presence. 
I have from time to time 
seen an officer at a meeting 
in which at some point he 
would give a message about 

a police matter pertinent to 
the community. The officer 
would have nothing do with 
an agenda issue.

When the meeting 
was ended, I walked up to 
Warshaviak, who was still 
seated, and in a quiet voice 
informed him police in-
timidation has no place in a 
democracy and I resent an 
officer practically sitting 
on top of me. He said he did 
not send the police officer 
over to me or know why he 
was there. No officer comes 
to a board meeting without 
having been asked to do so 
by the chairman, nor does 
any officer take action on 
his own.

It is difficult to ac-
cept Warshaviak’s dis-
avowal, particularly since 
he offered no regrets or 
apologies. His indifference 
speaks volumes. When I 
left the building, in the 
lobby there were about 
10 officers. The neighbor-
hood where the meeting 

was held, Union Turnpike 
and near 183rd Street, is a 
safe area and a large police 
presence defies logic.

The purpose behind 
community boards is to 
create transparency in 
land use matters and give 
the public an adequate op-
portunity to be heard. A 
meeting that does not re-
quire an applicant to speak 
first, limits people’s time 
to speak to one minute and 
employs police intimida-
tion makes a mockery of 
the concept of community 
boards.

I have no quarrel with 
individual board members 
and their right to vote their 
beliefs or with the officer in 
question because I believe 
he did not act on his own.

My quarrel is with 
Warshaviak, who I believe 
needs a refresher course in 
good government.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

USTA plan will benefi t boro park

R
egarding the March 
22-28 letter to the 
editor “Parkland 
should remain haven 

for people, not business,” 
we are confident that in 
partnership with the local 
Queens community boards 
and elected officials we will 
ensure a better Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
United States Tennis As-
sociation Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center.

Our goal is to continue 
to be a good steward of the 
park and a good neighbor 
and active community 
partner as we have been for 

the past 35 years.
Understanding and 

respecting the importance 
of preserving the park, 
our plan calls for the least 
amount of additional park-
land possible, just 0.68 
acres, to complete the need-
ed upgrades to the NTC. 
The sliver of land in ques-
tion is mostly an existing 
asphalt road, and once the 
improvements are made 
the NTC and the park itself 
will be more green and pe-
destrian-friendly.

Our plan, which has 
garnered strong support 
from the local Queens com-

munities and businesses, 
will ensure that the NTC 
remains a top public recre-
ational facility and world-
class spectator venue and 
also continues being a great 
economic catalyst, through 
visitor attraction and job 
creation, for Queens and 
New York City.

Daniel Zausner
Chief Operating Officer
USTA National Tennis 

Center
Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park

CORRECTION

An article published in the March 15-21 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers on the increase in city 
Parks Department offi cers citywide should have said that City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) said crime increased in 2012 for the fi rst time in 20 years.

Parks needs to better care for trees

A
s we approach spring 
and summer, it is 
important for the 
city Parks Depart-

ment’s Forestry Division to 
maintain the thousands of 
trees that line streets and 
that are in our parks and 
playgrounds.

Hurricane Sandy 
caused the loss of nearly 
26,000 trees in our area, 
and thousands more were 
severely damaged and com-
promised by the storm. If 

the Forestry Division is 
so understaffed, it needs 
to contract tree mainte-
nance work out to private 
tree companies so regular 
maintenance is done.

The safety of the pub-
lic must be a priority in 
the city’s parks and play-
grounds and along its 
streets. Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg should stop wor-
rying about limiting the 
size of soft drinks and start 
worrying about the safety 

of the public in areas where 
there are many trees.

They need to be main-
tained on a regular ba-
sis and those that are not 
healthy or in a weakened 
state should be removed 
immediately. Future sense-
less tragedies must and can 
be avoided if trees are regu-
larly maintained.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.
* Most Insurances Accepted

With this ad, expires in 30 days

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

he dispute involving 
city police powers 
seems to have focused 
on the stop-and-frisk 

procedure the police have 
been using for the last sev-
eral years as a way of deter-
ring crimes before they are 
committed. A lot of contro-
versy has been generated 
over this matter.

The latest development 
is that the leading Demo-
cratic candidate for mayor, 
City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
is proposing a bill to create 

an inspector general sub-
office within the police 
department, to investigate 
police practices within the 
department such as stop-
and-frisk.

There seems to be 
strong opposition within 
the Police Department it-
self over creating such a 
sub-unit that would take 
positions for and against 
department policy.

One argument against 
the new sub-unit indicates 
it would create two police 
leadership commands. 
There would be continual 
friction and disagreement 
between the two, which 
would lead to a weakening 
of the rank-and-file police 
force.

Police could not be 
sure as to which leadership 
command to follow. The 

last time our city had a ju-
risdictional dispute involv-
ing the police force was in 
the 1850s during the term 
of Mayor Fernando Wood. 
During that time the state 
Legislature established its 
own police force for New 
York City called the Metro-
politan Police Force, which 
Wood controlled as his own 
municipal police depart-
ment.

It led to chaos. There 
were some cases of physical 
violence between the two 
opposing police forces.

It is unlikely anything 
like this could happen to-
day, but a strong and effec-
tive police force means a 
well-disciplined and uni-
fied command.

That is true of all city 
departments of govern-
ment, but it is especially 

true of the police depart-
ment. That is because the 
police are a semi-military 
unit.

Over the years, New 
York City has had a reputa-
tion for having one of the 
best police forces in the 
country. Hopefully, that 
reputation will continue.

If the inspector general 
unit is put in place, it could 
lead to constant friction 
between the police depart-

ment leadership and the 
inspector general’s office. 
That could lead to the state 
courts getting more in-
volved in deciding disputes 
between the two leadership 
police groups. That type of 
situation would not be in 
the best interest of our city 
and its citizens.

When Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg first became 
mayor, he did away with 
the city Board of Education 

and, with the aid of the city 
schools chancellor, pro-
ceeded to set policy for the 
city public school system. 
Now we have a proposal by 
the leader of the Council to 
change the structure of the 
Police Department.

The city police force 
has endured for a long time 
in its present condition and 
has done well, especially 
during the last 20 years.

It is to be hoped that 
the Council will reject any-
more calls to adopt a police 
inspector general.

With term limits in 
place, there are going to be 
a lot of open seats for the 
Council this year, as well 
as for mayor. We will have 
a new city government in 
2014.

NYPD inspector general would create leadership friction

Political 
Action
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BTSpend your summer on a 
college campus!
Make the most of your summer by experiencing 

Hofstra Summer Camps, the largest University-based 
camp on the East Coast! With innovative programs, 

state-of-the-art facilities and a dedicated staff, Hofstra 
Summer Camps is the place to be this summer!

Specializing in academics, 
athletics and the arts

Open House
Sunday, April 7, 2013

Noon-2 p.m.
David S. Mack Physical Education Center

North Campus

•  Transportation 
   and lunch

•  Olympic-sized pool
•  Instructional swim
•  240-acre campus

•  Special events
•  State-of-the-art facilities

   and computer labs

•  Warm and caring
   professional staff

•  Registered nurses on
   staff all day

•  College science labs
•  Indoor and outdoor
   athletic and cultural

   facilities

For more information and to register, 
call 516-463-CAMP or visit hofstra.edu/camp.

Mention this ad and receive a free gift 
when you register for camp.
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Closed Sundays

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Closed Sundays

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

Closed Sundays

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

LEADING FABRICATORS OF 
WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

A it ill B ld

Proudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S PRE-SEASON SAVINGS!

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Callers phoned in 

death threats to U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria), the congresswoman 
revealed this week.

The threats came in 
the form of phone calls to 
young interns in the con-
gresswoman’s Upper East 
Side office after Maloney 
authored a bill requiring 
gun owners to have insur-
ance.

“Law enforcement 
has been notified and they 
are investigating the calls, 
and so no further comment 
from me on the details of 
the calls would be appropri-
ate at this time,” said Malo-
ney, adding the threats left 
the interns visibly upset.

Despite the threats, 
Maloney said she is proud 
of her work to help curb 

gun violence and she 
strongly supports the com-
prehensive package of gun 
reforms proposed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration.

The congresswoman 
said she authored two piec-
es of legislation designed 
to keep communities safer. 
One bill would strengthen 
laws against gun traffick-
ing and another would re-
quire gun owners to carry 
liability insurance, just 
like car owners. She said 
this would give innocent 
victims of gun violence 
some recourse if injured. 
Maloney said 100,000 Amer-
icans are injured by guns 
every year.

“Carrying insurance 
is the responsible thing to 
do,” she said.

Though her staff 
was shaken by the death 
threats, Maloney said she 

will keep fighting for new 
gun laws in the state.

“Given all the acts of 
gun violence we have seen 
in the past two years, the 
shootings in Aurora and 
Newtown, the attack on my 
friend and colleague Gabby 
Gifford, I take the threat 
of more gun violence very 
seriously,” she said. “But it 
is not something that I will 
allow to stop me from doing 
my work.”

Gun ownership rights 
have become a major topic 
of discussion in the state 
in light of the killings at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., 
in December.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Maloney’s city offi ce receives 
death threats over telephone
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
 

With Any PoweRise® Purchase 
from Hunter Douglas

With All Window Treatment Orders 
(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

       Our                    Low Prices &  

our Upcoming Open Houses dates:
Saturday APRIL 6, 2013 11am to 4pm

Open Hiring Dates: wednesday, april 10th, 11am to 3pm
& saturday, april 27th, 12pm to 3pm

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center

Sunday APRIL 28, 2013 11am to 4pm
SATURDAY APRIL 27, 2013 11AM TO 4PM
Sunday APRIL 14, 2013 11am to 4pm

Hope and remembrance mark Opening Day at Citi Field
Mets win kickoff game against Padres, but take time to honor Hurricane Sandy fi rst responders

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
  New York Mets fans armed 

with enthusiasm and tempered 
hopes for another season poured 
into Citi Field Monday for Open-
ing Day.

The team finished in fourth 
place in the National League East 
and minor upgrades to a roster 
that won 74 games last season. 
But fans did not mind the laid 
back feeling of the afternoon.

“It’s almost like a relaxed 
season because there is not that 
much pressure on us,” said David 
Leslie-Skaller, a 32-year-old Bel-
lerose native. “Expectations, I’m 
not going to say they are low, they 
are just not high …. It’s not like, 
‘Oh, we got to get back at Philly or 
we got to take the division.’”

The Mets did grab a win on 
Opening Day by beating the San 
Diego Padres 11-2, thanks to a 
strong start from Jonathon Niese 
and 13 hits, including a grand 
slam from newly acquired out-
fielder Collin Cowgill in front 

of an announced crowd of 41,053 
fans scattered among empty seats 
throughout the stadium.

“We have guys who are going 
to hustle,” 55-year-old Bayside 
resident Ray Stankes said. “They 
are going to play hard. You hope 
based on that.”

He was one of close to 900 fans 
sitting in centerfield all wearing 
orange T-shirts representing The 
7 Line Army,  a riff of sorts on the 
fabled subway from Manhattan to 
Flushing. Queens native Darren 
Meenan, who founded The 7 Line 
T-shirt brand along with other 
Mets fans, started the group, 
which sponsors a number of out-
ings to which you can buy tickets 
online.

The group sang “Happy 
Birthday” to Mets second base-
man Daniel Murphy, who turned 
28, each time he got up. Stankes 
said there is a special feeling be-
ing out there.

“It’s about being a Mets fan 
forever,” he said. “This is what 
we do. We bond together, good or 

bad.”
Everyone in the stadium ral-

lied behind the people honored in 
the opening ceremony. The Mets 

lined up first responders to Hur-
ricane Sandy from multiple or-
ganizations, including the police 
and fire departments, around the 

infield grass and put Habitat for 
Humanity volunteers around a 
large pink heart in centerfield.

“We honor these heroes and 
their selfless efforts here on our 
field,” longtime Mets radio voice 
Howie Rose said during the cer-
emony.

One of those people was fire-
fighter and Breezy Point resident 
Kevin Adams. The 42-year-old 
helped start a program called 
Operation Gut and Pump that 
cleaned out more than 600 homes 
in Breezy Point after the hurri-
cane hit.

To him it was a moment to 
appreciate all of those who helped 
out. Adams enjoyed standing on 
the field as Mets legend Rusty 
Staub threw out the first pitch 
and actress Emmy Rossum, of 
Showtime’s “Shameless,” along 
with the Scholars Academy choir, 
sang the national anthem.

“To be able to go on the field, 
it’s just a little thank you,” Ad-
ams said. “It’s a very nice gesture 
from the Mets.”

Collin Cowgill (front r.) congratulates teammates after hitting the New York 
Mets’ first grand slam of the season. More photos on Page 30. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Open one of the below CDs and get rewarded1 when you have 
or open any interest-bearing checking account with us.

$500 MINIMUM BALANCE TO EARN INTEREST

20-MONTH CD    24-MONTH CD    30-MONTH CD   36-MONTH CD

����APY1

%

One great rate, you choose the term!
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It’s extremely rare to see 
the country’s top two three 
year olds face off before the 
Kentucky Derby but that 
will be the case at Aque-
duct Racetrack Saturday, 
April 6th when undefeated 
Verrazano and undefeated 
Vyjack compete in the 
Grade 1, $1 million Wood 
Memorial.  

The Wood is New York’s 
premier prep race for the 
Kentucky Derby with a long 
history as a springboard to 
Derby, Preakness, and Bel-
mont Stakes success.  Five 
of the eleven Triple Crown 
winners have competed in 
the race including most re-
cently Secretariat and Se-
attle Slew.

One of the horses look-
ing to add his name to that 
distinguished list is New 
York-based Vyjack who has 
spent the winter stabled 
at Aqueduct, going 4-for-4 
at the Queens track. Fol-
lowing a pair of wins as a 
2-year-old, Vyjack started 
off his sophomore season 
with a narrow victory in 
the Grade 2 Jerome after 
contesting the pace.  In his 
most recent start in the 
Grade 3 Gotham Stakes on 
March 2, Vyjack changed 
his running style when he 
rallied from far back and 
blew past his opponents 
to win by 2 ¼ widening 
lengths.

Vyjack, whose name is 
a result of combining the 
names of his owner’s par-
ents Vivenne and Jack, is 
the first horse owned by 
David Wilkenfeld.  Wilken-
feld is a successful entre-
preneur and horseplayer 
who knows just how lucky 
he is to own such a promis-
ing runner.

“It’s amazing,” said 
Wilkenfeld moments after 
Vyjack won the Gotham. 
“Words can’t describe it. 
You buy a horse, you hope 

for this, but it’s not some-
thing you really think 
about.” 

Vyjack is expected to 
face his toughest challenge 
to date in the form of an-
other undefeated 3-year-old 
– Verrazano. 

Despite his quintessen-
tial New York name, Ver-
razano is making his first 
Big Apple appearance fol-
lowing three dominant 
wins in Florida. Verra-
zano trounced the compe-
tition by an astonishing 
24 lengths in his first two 
races before he easily han-
dled stakes competition 

with a three-length win 
in the Grade 2 Tampa Bay 
Derby on March 9.  

Verrazano is trained by 
five-time champion trainer 
Todd Pletcher, who won 
the 2010 Kentucky Derby 
with Super Saver and sad-
dled Rags to Riches to a vic-
tory over Horse of the Year 
Curlin in the 2007 Belmont 
Stakes.

Pletcher has been point-
ing Verrazano, the early 
favorite for the Kentucky 
Derby, to the Wood Memo-
rial for quite some time. 

“Looking at his sched-
ule, we felt [the Tampa Bay 

Derby] put him in a posi-
tion that opened up a lot 
of options, with the Wood 
always being our first 
choice,” said Pletcher. 

Hall of Fame jockey 
John Velazquez has ridden 
the colt in his first three 
starts and will be aboard 
once again in the Wood Me-
morial.

The rest of the Wood Me-
morial field is coming up 
strong, even with both the 
Kentucky Derby favorite 
Verrazano and Derby sec-
ond choice Vyjack point-
ing for the race.  The top 
notch field includes several 

other talented 3-year-olds 
in Grade 2 Remsen runner-
up Normandy Invasion and 
Gotham second- and third-
place finishers West Hills 
Giant and Elnaawi. 

While the Wood Memo-
rial is the main attraction, 
Saturday’s undercard is not 
to be overlooked with four 
additional graded stakes, 
including another Grade 1 
in the Carter Handicap for 
sprinters and the Grade 2 
Gazelle for three-year-old 
fillies.  First post Saturday 
at Aqueduct is at 12:50 pm 
and admission is free.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Derby Favorites Face-off in Queens’ Biggest Race
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SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLE AND LOWEST PRICES
ALL TOLLS AND SURCHARGES INCLUDED

SIMPLE SERVICE
DRIVERS AVAILABLE WITHIN 15 MINUTES

SIMPLY HUMAN
GET A PERSON ON THE PHONE EVERY TIME YOU CALL

CORPORATE ACCOUNTS WELCOME
STEEPER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

BEST DRIVERS
A GREAT EXPERIENCE EVERY TIME

To LGA
To JFK
To EWR

To LGA
To JFK
To EWR

Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like Dial 7 or Carmel. SIMPLE.
Flat weekly radio fee. That’s it. Nothing more, nothing less.  SIMPLE. 
More calls, less money to base, make more money. SIMPLE.
Black Car cheap insurance rates!  SIMPLE.
2008 Vehicles or higher, TLC License and Vehicle Required. Dress Code enforced.

Contact James at 347.534.7888 / james@simple6car.com

DRIVERS!

FLUSHING BAYSIDE
$15
$33
$77

$22
$33
$77

718-666-6666
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Reliable power options.with

Power your fun or cover an emergency. From America’s #1 home standby 

generator to the most powerful portable generator on the market, Generac 

brings more choices in affordable power solutions. 

Call today for more information on our products and services.

Model XG 8000E

Janco Electric
14-12 150th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

Sales & Service

347-732-9514

www.jancoelectric.net

INTRODUCING

JEI Lil’ Genius
Education for the 

Gifted and Talented
JEI Lil’ Genius 

(powered by FasTracKids®) 

is an early childhood 

enrichment program designed for 

3 TO 5 YEARS OLD. 

Class meets weekly for 2 hours.

JEI
Learning Centers

English, Math, Reading & Writing, Problem Solving Math

Lea ters

Call to Schedule a Free Lil’ Genius Trial Class Today! 347–408–4098

JJEarly Summer 
Registration

Discounts Available!

Summer Session
July 8 – Aug. 23rd

Grand Opening in Bayside-Auburndale
MULTI-DAY PRESCHOOL ALTERNATIVE & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

347–408–4098

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Former state Sen. Shir-
ley Huntley and her accom-
plices in a scam that bilked 
taxpayers out of nearly 
$30,000 through a do-noth-
ing nonprofit received light 
sentences in State Supreme 
Court in Nassau County 
 last week as the disgraced 
lawmaker awaited sentenc-
ing in Brooklyn federal 
court on a separate case.

Huntley, who pleaded 
guilty in February to filing 
false paperwork accounting 
for $29,950 that had been 
embezzled from the Par-
ent Workshop, could have 
received up to five years in 
prison, but instead Justice 
Norman St. George gave 
her five years’ probation.

State Attorney Gener-
al Eric Schneiderman had 
recommended the reduced 
sentence in light of Hunt-
ley’s cooperation with fed-
eral prosecutors in a simi-

lar scam.
While in the Senate, 

Huntley earmarked legis-
lative member items — a 
program that has been cut 
from Albany due to wide-
spread misuse — to the Par-
ent Workshop, which was 
supposed to help parents 
get more involved in their 
children’s education. Mem-
ber items, or earmarks, are 
funds distributed to law-
makers to be distributed 
to nonprofits in their dis-
tricts.

Instead, the money 
went to line the pockets of 
the nonprofit’s treasurer 
and president,  who also 
received five years’ proba-
tion for their roles in the 
embezzlement.

Huntley’s niece, Lynn 
Smith, and a former aide, 
Patricia Savage, each 
received probation and 
agreed to pay restitution 
after pleading guilty to 
pocketing the state funds. 

They both also faced up to 
five years in prison.

David Gantt, who 
pleaded guilty to falsify-
ing records claiming he 
had worked as a consultant 
for the nonprofit, was sen-
tenced to a one-year condi-
tional discharge.

In January, Huntley 
pleaded guilty to federal 
conspiracy charges for cov-
ering up $87,700 in state Ed-
ucation Department funds 
she embezzled from a sec-
ond nonprofit, the Parent 
Information Network.

Huntley, who sat on 
southeast Queens’ District 
28 school board before be-
ing elected to the Senate 
in 2007 and serving on the 
Senate Education Commit-
tee, admitted she repeat-
edly filed false documents 
to make it appear as though 
the funds were legitimately 
used to help parents navi-
gate the city’s school sys-
tem.

Huntley and co-conspirators get 
probation in embezzlement scam
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$2

vi

BUY NOW 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.
Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

SPRING INTO
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.

32BJ, 1199, 
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Christ the King Celebrates Golden Jubilee

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Christ the King Regional 
High School.  The Golden Jubilee celebrations will begin on 
Friday, April 19, 2013, with the Gala Dinner Dance at El Caribe 
from 7:00-11:00PM and continue throughout that weekend with 
musical performances and a celebratory Sunday Mass.

This momentous achievement is predicated on the school’s 
enduring commitment to its students, a commitment which 
extends from its inception.  Christ the King Regional High School 
began with two separate divisions under one roof; the girls 
division was taught by the Daughters of Wisdom and the boys 
division, was taught under the Marist Brothers. In 1973, the two 
divisions became one coeducational institution. 

Chairman of Christ the King’s Board of Trustees, Senator Serphin 
R. Maltese stated, “The 50th Anniversary Jubilee of Christ the 
King is a testament of the strength and vision of the school.  
Over the past 50 years, we have been committed to offering our 
students a safe environment, an excellent education, a place to 
learn personal responsibility, an opportunity to build a strong 
body as well as a sharp mind, the challenge of competition in a 
fi rst class sports program, and a home that places a premium on 
spiritual growth.”  Senator Maltese added, “We invite all Christ 
the King Alumni from the last 50 years to join us in celebrating 
the Golden Jubilee weekend with us.” 

Tickets are on sale for $125 per person and include the Dinner 
Dance on April 19th, one ticket to any performance of CK Musical 
Theater Group’s production of Beauty and the Beast, and one ticket 
to the Continental Breakfast following the Celebration Mass on 
Sunday, April 21st at 11:00AM at Christ the King High School.  

The reservation deadline is Friday, April 5, 2013.  Tickets can be 
purchased at www.ctkny.org or by calling the CK Alumni Offi ce 
at (718) 366-7400, Ext. 272.

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic 
High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all 
areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York 
and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ 
the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin 
R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, Treasurer; Anthony Como, 
Esq., Counsel; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Msgr. Nicholas W. 
Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael 
W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, 
Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

CITY OF NEW YORK 
2012-2013 DISTRICTING COMMISSION 

 

NOTICE OF PRECLEARANCE SUBMISSION TO  
THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on March 22, 2013, in accordance with Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of
1965, 42 U.S.C. 1973c, and 28 C.F.R. § 51.10(b), covering the counties of Bronx, Kings and New York, the City of New York
2012-2013 Districting Commission (the “Districting Commission”) submitted to the Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice,
the Districting Commission’s final plan for the boundaries of the fifty-one City Council districts in the City of New York (the
“submission”). 
 

A complete duplicate copy of the submission is available for public inspection at the office of the Districting Commission at 253
Broadway, 7th Floor in the borough of Manhattan. A complete copy of the submission is also available on the Districting
Commission’s website at http://www.nyc.gov/districting, where it can be automatically translated into over 50 languages.  
 

The Districting Commission invites members of the public to review the submission and to provide comments for the Attorney
General’s consideration as this request for preclearance is being considered. Any such comments may be forwarded to: Mr.
Chris Herren, Chief, Voting Section, Civil Rights Division, Room 7254 – NWB, Department of Justice 950 Pennsylvania Ave.,
N.W., Washington, DC 20530. 
 

Please take further notice that, in order to permit timely implementation of the final districting plan in advance of the City Council’s
upcoming primary and general elections, the Districting Commission has requested that a decision on preclearance be issued on
an expedited basis pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 51.34.   

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A Rosedale office 

building with ties to a con-
victed felon notorious for 
his shady deals throughout 
the borough went for $24 
million when it was sold 
through a bankruptcy-ap-
proved deal in January.

In the transaction 
brokered by Cushman and 
Wakefield, New Jersey-
based Ivy Equities shelled 
out $24.25 million for the 
230,000-square-foot Cross 
Island Plaza in Rosedale, a 
three-story office building 
with tenants such as Ve-
rizon and U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services.

“On its face, given the 
location, this transaction 
had widespread appeal and 
attracted a great deal of 
attention. However, the of-
fering was very complex,” 
Cushman Executive Vice 
President Gary Gabriel 
said. “The financial and 
leasing information was in-
complete, and the legal pro-
cess slowed the transaction 
process considerably as the 
auction date approached.”

The building’s seller, 
Block 12892 Realty Corp., 
was headed by Georgia 
Kontogiannis, whose hus-
band, multimillionaire 
businessman Thomas Kon-
togiannis, was sentenced to 
nine years in prison after 
he pleaded guilty in 2010 for 
his role in a massive mort-
gage-fraud scheme.

Thomas  Kontogian-
nis purchased and subdi-

vided Edgewater Develop-
ment in College Point and 
staged sales of the proper-
ties financed by mortgage 
loans. He directed others 
to concoct phony loan files 
to make it seem as if the 
properties were being pur-
chased by qualified hom-
eowners when, in fact, he 
was really selling the prop-
erties to family members 
and employees who were 
acting as straw buyers.

The mortgages were 
even backed by sham ap-
praisals showing finished 
homes when the buildings 
were not even constructed 
 or  had phony addresses. 
Kontogiannis directed his 
conspirators to make the 
monthly payments on the 
mortgages so they would 
not become delinquent.

But the payments 
ceased in 2007 as Kontogi-
annis was embroiled in a 
scheme to launder bribes to 
California U.S. Rep. Randy 

Cunningham, a plot for 
which he was sentenced to 
more than eight years in 
prison in 2008.

As a result of Kontogi-
annis’ mortgage plot, CW 
Capital initiated a foreclo-
sure action against Block 
12892 Realty last year, and 
the company voluntarily 
filed for bankruptcy in an 
attempt to keep its assets to-
gether and attract the high-
est bidder possible.

In addition to his mort-
gage-scam bust Thomas 
Kontogiannis has had two 
other criminal convictions 
over the last 20 years.

He was arrested in 
2000 for receiving more 
than $2 million in a scheme 
involving District 29 Super-
intendent Celestine Miller 
to rig bids for computer con-
tracts for southeast Queens 
schools.

Rosedale building with ties 
to NE Queens conman sold

Cross Island Plaza was sold by a company with ties to a Queens 
con man earlier this year in a bankruptcy-approved deal. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

Come in for a 

FREE
Cosmetic Smile Consultation

New Patients 
First Visit

Includes: 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 

X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Yoonil Cha, DMD

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

            FREE
PARKING

Boro lawmakers temper praise for state budget
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Leaders in Albany 

lauded the third on-time 
budget passed in a row last 
month, but Queens law-
makers expressed reserva-
tions about the bill.

“When I took office 
more than two years ago, 
New York was at a cross-
roads, with families and 
businesses leaving our 
state and a government 
that had lost the trust and 
confidence of the people,” 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
in a statement when he an-
nounced the completion 
of the budget last Friday. 
“Year after year the bud-
gets were late and the en-
tire process had become a 
symbol for the dysfunction 
and chaos of Albany.”

Cuomo and majority 
leaders in the state Senate 
and state Assembly touted 
items in the $141.3 billion 
budget that included new 
tax cuts for small business-
es, tax cuts for middle-class 
families, education reforms 
and an increase in the min-

imum wage to $9 per hour 
frm $7.25 — items that were 
praised by Queens lawmak-
ers as well.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) noted that the budget 
included an increase of 
$936.6 million in education 
spending over last year, 
which was included in ad-
dition to increasing aid 
to early childhood educa-
tion programs and offer 
more monetary support for 
SUNY and CUNY students.

“Our schools are the 
foundation for keeping our 
community strong,” Simo-
tas said. “By increasing 
school aid we will be able 
to provide our children and 
young adults with a quality 
education, hold property 
taxes in check, and keep 
the dream of a college de-
gree alive for more working 
families.”

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Far Rock-
away) said new taxes de-
fined in the budget will 
lock in the lowest rate for 
middle-class families in 60 

years.
“Many hardworking, 

middle-class Queens fami-
lies are struggling because 
everyday costs keep rising,” 
he said. “By implement-
ing a more progressive tax 
structure, we can continue 

to keep New York afford-
able for millions of families 
statewide.”

But many Queens law-
makers also expressed res-
ervations about the bill.

“I don’t think any-
body walked away happy 

with this budget,” said 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights). 
“There were a lot of things 
that were missing or wa-
tered down.”

Moya is the author 
of the state DREAM Act, 

which would unlock grant 
money for undocumented 
immigrants they could use 
to pay for higher educa-
tion.

It was not included in 
the final document.

Democrats also ex-
pressed disappointment 
that the $9-an-hour mini-
mum wage was not pegged 
to inflation, although Sen-
ate Republicans did not 
want the measure, arguing 
that it could create uncer-
tainty for small business 
owners.

D e c r i m i n a l i z at ion 
of small amounts of mari-
juana and a restoration of 
funds to programs that aid 
people with developmental 
disabilities were also ab-
sent from the budget, ac-
cording to Moya, who said 
the Assembly would take 
up many of the causes in 
the upcoming year.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks about Albany issues days after passing an early budget. 
AP Photo/The Buffalo News-Derek Gee
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259 First Street, Mineola, New York 11501 •  1.866.WINTHROP  •  winthrop.org

U.S. News & World Report named Winthrop-University Hospital one of the Best Hospitals in the N.Y. Metro Region, 
with 11 High-Performing Specialties. They’ve also honored our Children’s Medical Center again this year as one 
of the Best Children’s Hospitals in the entire nation, and recognized our leadership in two pediatric specialties: 
Urology and Diabetes & Endocrinology. Winthrop achieves this award-winning care across so many specialties – 
and through every stage of life – by keeping one powerful idea in mind: Your Health Means Everything

®

.

B&W
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1740 Eastchester Road Bronx, NY 10461 (718) 518-2300 Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Survey ranks Queens as healthiest borough in city
Diverse county takes top place for fourth year, based on fewest premature deaths, low adult smoking
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For the fourth consecu-
tive year, a nationwide sur-
vey has proclaimed Queens 
the healthiest county in 
New York City.

Queens also came in as 
the 19th healthiest among 
New York state’s 62 coun-
ties, with the Bronx ranked 
the least healthiest.

Livingston County in 
western New York was the 
state’s healthiest county.

Otherwise, on a state 
level, it was Manhattan 
(No. 21), Staten Island (24) 
and Brooklyn (49).

The data was released 
by County Health Rankings 
from the University of Wis-
consin Population Health 
Institute and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation.

Queens had the fewest 
— 4,822 citywide — of what 
health researchers call pre-
mature deaths. These are 

deaths of people aged 75 or 
younger that are prevent-
able.

In this category, Man-
hattan had 4,896 deaths, 
Brooklyn 6,284, Staten Is-
land 5,746 and the Bronx 
7,481.

The survey reported 
that people in the unhealth-
iest counties are dying too 
early at more than twice 
the rates of those in the 
healthiest counties.

“The County Health 
Rankings can be put to 
use right away by leaders 
in government, business, 
health care and every citi-
zen motivated to work to-
gether to create a culture 
of health in their commu-
nity,” said Dr. Risa Lavizzo-
Mourey, the Robert Wood 
Institute president. “The 
rankings are driving in-
novation, increasing cre-
ativity and inspiring big 
changes to improve health 

in communities large and 
small nationwide.”

The research found:
• Child poverty rates 

have not improved since 
2000, with more than one 
in five children living in 
poverty.

• Violent crime has 

decreased by nearly 50 
percent over the past two 
decades.

• Counties where peo-
ple do not live as long and 
do not feel as well mentally 
or physically have the high-
est rates of smoking, teen 
births and physical inactiv-

ity as well as more prevent-
able hospital stays.

Queens and Manhat-
tan both reported adult 
smoking at 14 percent, fol-
lowed by Brooklyn at 15 
percent, Staten Island at 19 
percent and the Bronx 18 
percent.

Although Queens was 
the healthiest county in 
New York, it reported 19 
percent of its people had 
no health insurance. Oth-
erwise, it was Manhattan 
(12 percent), Brooklyn (16 
percent), Staten Island (10 
percent) and the Bronx (17 
percent).

As to sexually trans-
mitted infections, Queens 
had 469, Manhatten 714, 
Brooklyn 830, Staten Island 
297 and the Bronx 1,333.

The study also found 
the following results in 
their respective categories:

• Low birthrate: 
Queens 8.3 percent, Man-

hattan and Brooklyn 0.7 
percent, Staten Island 5.7 
percent and the Bronx 10 
percent.

• Adult smoking: 
Queens and Manhattan 
14 percent, Brooklyn 15 
percent, Staten Island 19 
percent and the Bronx 18 
percent.

• Unemployment: 
Queens 8.5 percent, Man-
hattan 7.4 percent, Brook-
lyn 9.7 percent, Staten 
Island 8.2 percent and the 
Bronx 12.3 percent.

• Children in poverty: 
Queens 22 percent, Manhat-
tan 27 percent, Brooklyn 34 
percent, Staten Island 19 
percent and the Bronx 41 
percent.

• Adult obesity: Queens 
22 percent, Manhattan 15 
percent, Brooklyn 25 per-
cent, Staten Island 28 per-
cent and the Bronx 28 per-
cent.

Elana Needle dishes out some healthy food. For 10 weeks, parents 
and youth participated in a program to prevent childhood obesity, 
held at Lost Battalion Hall in Rego Park.
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SERVED HOT AND MADE 
FRESH JUST FOR YOU!

FOUR WEEKS OF 
GREAT VALUES

69-24 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village

718.894.0485
7am - 11pm

409 E. Sunrise Hwy.
Bellmore

516.308.4535
6am - Midnight

Register on ARBYS.COM to 
receive additional free offers

Arbys.com

175-14 Horace 
Harding Expressway

Fresh Meadows

718.888.0444
OPEN 7am - 11pm

Drive Thru 
OPEN 24 Hrs.

WEEK 1: APRIL 5-11, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Reuben Sandwich

Regular Price, get a 2nd FREE. 

Breakfast Wrap
FOR ONLY

$3
Choice of Sausage, Egg & Cheese/ 

Ham, Egg & Cheese/ 
Bacon, Egg & Cheese

WEEK 2: APRIL 12-18, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Roast Turkey & Swiss 

Sandwich or Wrap 
or Wrap at Regular Price, 

get a 2nd FREE.

Chicken Choice
2 FOR

$5

WEEK 3: APRIL 19-25, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Market Fresh 

Sandwich or Wrap
or Wrap at Regular Price, 

get a 2nd FREE.

2 Beef’n Cheddar 
or 2 Turkey’n 

Cheddar
FOR ONLY 

$5

WEEK 4: APRIL 26-MAY 2, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Chicken 

Sandwich
at Regular Price, 
get a 2nd FREE.

2 French Dip 
& Swiss 

Sandwiches
FOR ONLY 

$5
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FREE
TREES!

NYRP Spring 2013 Tree Giveaways

New York Restoration Project, 254 West 31st Street, 10th Floor, New Y
nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per 
household. 

Trees must be planted in 
the five boroughs.  

Trees must be planted 
on private property (ex: 
front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted 
along streets.  

Trees must be properly 
watered and maintained.

Sat., April 13 // 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Partner: Bayside - Whitestone Lions Club
Location:  A&S Whitestone Nursery, 23-02 

Francis Lewis Blvd 

Sat., April 27 // 10:00 am – 12:00 am
Partner: New York Anti-Crime Agency

Location: Astoria Park (parking lot), 
      19th St. & Hoyt Ave.

Sat., May 4 // 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Partner: Build It Green!NYC

Location: BIG!NYC Astoria Center, 
3-17 26th Ave. 

Sat., May 11 // 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Partner: PS/IS 266

Location: 74-10 Commonwealth Blvd

Sat., May 11 // 9:00 am – 11:00 am
Partner: Child Center of New York

Location: MS 72, 133-25 Guy R. Brewer Blvd

Sat., May 18 // 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Partner: Friends of Cunningham Park

Location: Cunningham Park, 
                196-00 Union Tpke

Sat., May 19 // 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Partner: Four Borough Neighborhood 

Preservation Alliance (4BNPA)
Location: MacDonald Park at Queens 

Boulevard and 70th Avenue

Sat., May 19 // 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Partner: PS 219 Paul Klapper School

Location: 144-39 Gravett Road, Flushing

QUEENS Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to 

change.

Register for a tree online 
ahead of time at

 www.nyrp.org/queenstrees

For more information on tree giveaways, visit www.nyrp.org/queenstrees

Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 

For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People

F
R

E
S

-0
6

0
4
1
4

Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

EVERY WEEK AT FREE SYNAGOGUE
SABBATH EVENING SERVICE

Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 
The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Tuesdays at 7:30pm

RABBI MICHAEL WEISSER’S ADULT EDUCATION CLASS
Wednesdays at 7:30pm

ADULT ED: HEBREW III (Reservations required)
Thursday at 7:30pm through June 13

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS
Saturday, April 6 at 10am  --  Tot Shabbat   

Sundays, April 7 & 21 -- Hebrew Class at 10:00am & Family Education at 9:30am 
Every Wednesday at 5pm -- B’nai Mitzvah Class

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

APRIL 2013 SPECIAL EVENTS
Fri., Apr. 5 Shabbat Service -Yom HaShoah Commemoration 
 In Memory of the Victims of Evil .........................................................8:00 p.m.
Fri., Apr. 12 Shabbat & Yom Ha-Atzama-ut 
 (Israel Independence Day Service) ...................................................8:00 p.m.
Sun., Apr. 14 Sisterhood Luncheon ...........................................................................12:00 noon 
 with Guest Speaker author Anne Hosansky discussing her 
 book, “10 Women of Valor”
 Members: $7;  Non-Members: $10 (Reservations required)

Fri., Apr. 19 Sheldon Harnick Birthday Party .........................................................8:00 p.m.
 Join us as we celebrate the 89th birthday of Broadway’s fi ne lyricist, Sheldon 
 Harnick, known for his landmark musical, Fiddler On The Roof and The Rothschilds

Sun., Apr. 21 Brotherhood Lunch & Movie ............................................................12:00 noon 
 “A Light for Greytowers – a musical produced specifi cally for 
 ultra-orthodox women who would otherwise never see a fi lm.
 In English. Members: $5;  Non-Members: $7 (Reservations required)

Wed., Apr. 24 Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi: “Counting of the Omer” ...... 12:00 noon
Fri., Apr. 26 Shabbat Dinner – Please Reserve .......................................................5:00 p.m.
 Service Follows at 7:00pm  
 Members: $10;  Non-Members: $15; All children (5-12): $5 (Reservations required)

SPECIAL EVENT:  
Flushing Jewish Community Council  (FJCC) Presents Storytelling Workshops

Thursdays, April 4, 11, 18 & 25 at  6:15pm – 8pm   Cost:  Free
Join the conversations, led by nationally acclaimed Greek-American storyteller Barbara Alprantis, a long-time 
member of the FJCC Multi-cultural Committee.  The series will run for three sessions, followed by a showcase 

presentation on April 25 for participants’ family, friends and the community
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LATE PAGE

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid, most insurers and private pay.

Dad survived  
his stroke.

His independence 
didn’t.

Now what? 
No matter what kind of home care your loved one needs, the  
Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) has you covered.  
We have skilled staff trained in managing specific conditions such  
as heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. We also  
offer private home care services such as companionship, meal 
preparation and personal grooming. This helps ensure continuity of  
care when you want or need care beyond what insurance covers. 
Whatever your loved one needs, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW  www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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2013 NEW YORK

INTERNATIONAL

AUTO SHOW  Jaguar adds 

to newest lineup

 The 2014 

Jeep Cherokee

revived

 Cadillac 

goes big
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By LIZ TURNER

SMART FORTWO 
PRICE: $17,890 
ECONOMY: 34 city/38 hwy 
mpg

This is the smallest and 
cheapest open-top car on 
the market (a MINI is more 
than 40 inches longer), but it 
offers a surprisingly spacious 
interior for two. 

Its central fabric roof slides 
back easily, but sticks up 
enough to block the driver’s 
rear view. The looks are 
funky, but it’s not much fun 
to drive, mainly due to the 
jerky semi-auto transmission. 
It feels solid on the highway, 
but take a sandwich because 
this is not a speedy machine. 

Yet, if you’re looking for 
great fuel economy and the 
ability to park in a tiny space, 
it’s worth considering. For 
2013, the Smart ForTwo gets 
mildly updated exterior styl-
ing, a driver’s seat armrest 
on top Passion models and 
a leather upholstery option. 

An electric version, the Elec-
tric Drive, is also due soon.

VW BEETLE 
PRICE: From $24,995
ECONOMY: (diesel) 28 
city/41 hwy mpg

The Beetle Convertible 
is back! Following the rede-
sign of the coupe, the iconic 
four-seat convertible looks 
more butch than its previ-
ous incarnation but is still 
cheeky and fun.

For the first time, there’s 
a diesel option, available at 
$27,895. VW boasts that this 
140-hp, 2.0-liter TDI version 
with manual transmission is 
the most fuel-efficient con-
vertible on the highway with 
an EPA estimated highway 
fuel economy of 41 mpg.

There are two gas ver-
sions — a 170-hp, 2.5-liter 
five-cylinder ($24,995; 21 
city/27 hwy) or the 200-
hp, 2.0-liter TSI® Turbo 

($27,795, 21 city/30 hwy).
The new Beetle is more 

involving to drive than its 
predecessor, and will make 
you smile on a twisty road, 
although even the Turbo is 
not as sporty as a MINI or 
Fiat 500c Abarth. 

The 2.5-liter engine has 
plenty of power, but sounds 
a little harsh. The turbo is 
punchier as well as more 
economical; try it before 
you opt for the more-famil-

iar gas power.
The new fabric roof can be 

raised or lowered in 9.5 sec-
onds, even when you’re mov-
ing at speeds of up to 30 mph. 
This time, there’s no tonneau 
cover; when it’s lowered, 
the neat folded roof looks 
more like a tiny spoiler than 
the previous car’s vision-
obstructing pile of laundry. 

The interior is funky and 
well-put–together, and fea-
tures upmarket materials. 
For safety, two roll-over bars 
are hidden behind the rear 
seats and rise almost imme-
diately when an imminent 
roll is detected.

The rear seats are split and 
fold down to create extra lug-
gage space.

Desirable options include 
a Fender® Premium Audio 
System, keyless access with 
push-button start, leather 
seating and navigation.

FIAT 500C 
PRICE: $19,500 
ECONOMY: 31 city/40 hwy 
mpg

The 500c is as cute as a 
kitten in a tiara. The 500’s 
diminutive size, Italian chic 
and bright color schemes 
have made it a real hit as it 
skips between enormous 
SUVs on U.S. city streets. 

A fabric roof makes it even 
more fun and harks back to 
the 1950s original.

Press a button on the roof, 
and the cloth center portion 
of the roof slides back to let 
the sun in before settling 
nearly all the way back so the 
rear view is not obscured. 
(And it can perform this feat 
at up to 40 mph.) 

The fixed window frames 
mean passengers in the rear 
aren’t battered by turbu-
lence. If you press the close 
button twice, the top moves 
into a sunroof configuration. 
When fully closed, wind
noise is well controlled. 

Perhaps surprisingly, you
can also get the cabrio roof 
on the Abarth, allowing you
hear its sporty exhaust note 
even better. At $26,000, the
Abarth package has a 1.4-liter 
MultiAir turbocharged 
engine, good for 160 hp, and
comes with the five-speed 
manual transmission as stan-
dard. It has a reworked sus-
pension with stiffer springs, 
quicker steering, bigger 
brakes and a three-setting
ESC, while optional 17-inch 
alloys add to the fun. The 
cabin has lots of black leather 
and one-piece seats with rac-
ing harness pass-throughs.

But it’s still cute.

 

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Left to Right:
David, 
Ricardo,
Steve,
Craig

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. *Leases incl 10k mi per yr, add’l mi at 15¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices reflect all avail incentives to dlr. Must be approv. by prim lender @ Tier 0. Due @ sign/
Total pymts/Resid: Altima=$3804/$1896/$17,195; Rogue=$3824/$5421/$14,011; Sentra=$3704/$1656/$14,765; Pathfinder=$4054/$8541/$19,105. Due at signing=1st mo. pymt+Down pymt+$0 Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. †Finance @ 0% APR for 72 
mos. Down pymt/Ttl pymt: Altima= $15,064/$5688; Rogue=$11,620/$10,008; Pathfinder=$13,632/$15,768; Sentra=$13,632/$4968. Must be from dlr stock. ^Allowance avail for recent college grads if qualified.**2002 Nissan Altima: Stk# U18732, auto, 4cyl, p/w/l/str/b, AM/

FM CD, a/c, 66k mi, Buy for $3995. Offers can’t be combined w/other advertised prices. �For qualified buyers. ‡Based on Galves Value Book. Cannot combine w/ any offer. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

DMV#7076824
NYC DCA Lic. #698282

BayRidgeNissan.com
    5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-801-9107 |   SALES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK |     Mon-Thurs 9-9, Fri-Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

Help Us Support Autism Awareness 
With A Contribution At Our Dealership

PUSH, 
PULL 

OR TOW
MINIMUM 

$4000
TRADE-IN‡

We offer more $$$ 
than other dealers.

$500 LEASE
LOYALTY

(for previous 
Nissan lessees)

$600 COLLEGE 
GRADUATE
allowance avail. for 

recent college grads^

HUNDREDS OF 
CERTIFIED 

PRE-OWNED 
NISSANS

WARRANTIES UP TO
8 YR OR 120K MI

AVAILABLE
CARS STARTING AT

$3995*

Plus, many other 
certified brands

$500 TO $4000 
OWNER 

APPRECIATION 
BONUS

(available to current 
Nissan owners)

VIN#DL692323, Mod#12063, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2740, MSRP $19,690. 
One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

SENTRA

VIN#DC637807, Mod#25013. AUTO, 6cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2940, MSRP $31,095. 
One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

PATHFINDER

VIN#DC218631, Mod #13013, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2830, MSRP $23,555. 
One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ALTIMA

VIN#DW633898, Mod #22213, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, Lease Down Payment: $2790, MSRP $24,820. 
One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ROGUE

$2000
NISSAN CASH BACK

PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

$139
  39* mo | 72† mos

 APR
 FINANCING0%

 FOR 60 MOS�

  LEASE or OWN

$219
  39* mo | 72† mos

$500
NISSAN CASH BACK

PURCHASE

 APR
 FINANCING0%

 FOR 60 MOS�

$500
NISSAN CASH BACK

PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

  $79
  24* mo | 72† mos

 APR
 FINANCING0%

 FOR 60 MOS�

  LEASE or OWN

  $69
  24* mo | 72† mos

$500
NISSAN CASH BACK

PURCHASE

 APR
 FINANCING0%

 FOR 60 MOS�

All vehicles available with less features at lower payments. See us for complete details.

Open seasonOpen season
Stylish convertibles can be had Stylish convertibles can be had 

for under $26,000for under $26,000
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By LIZ TURNER

S 
UVs, crossovers and sports 
activity vehicles of all sizes 
are heading to market over 
the next two years – and 
we mean all sizes, from the 

2014 Range Rover to the MINI and 
Fiat 500X.

Following the launch of the all-
new Range Rover last 
year, the Range Rover 
Sport made its global 
debut on the streets of 
Manhattan on March 
26, watched all over the 
world on its microsite, 
newrangeroversport.com

This promises to be 
the fastest, most agile 
and responsive Land 
Rover ever, with the 
bonus of improved fuel 
economy and reduced 
emissions (partly thanks 
to technology). Buyers 
can choose between the 
340-hp supercharged V6 
or a 510-hp supercharged V8, with 
a standard eight-speed automatic 
by ZF. New options include a new 
fully automatic Terrain Response® 

2 system and a third-row seat for 
occasional use. It arrives in show-
rooms in the summer with a price 
of around $85,000.

Acura’s all-new 2014 MDX will 

be unveiled  at the 
2013 New York Inter-
national Auto Show 
(NYIAS). Based on a 
new platform with a 
longer wheelbase, the 
seven-seater will offer 
enhanced ride com-
fort, a more versatile 
cabin and increased 
fuel efficiency, and 
Acura promises it will 
be better to drive. 

The styl ing is 
described as Aero Sculpture, 
and it looks smart, compact and 
upmarket. It’s powered by a highly 
efficient direct-injected 3.5-liter 
i-VTEC® V-6 engine that will be 
offered in all-wheel drive and, for 
the first time, two-wheel drive. The 
current model retails for $43,280, 
and this should cost close to that.

At the other 
end of the 
scale, the 2013 
Buick Encore 
has hit our 
screen driving 
around a city 
infested with 
dinosaurs (a 
reference to 
gas-guzzling 
larger beasts). 
This compact 
SUV offers luxury spec at an 
affordable $24,950 and hopes to 
draw younger buyers. It’s roomy 
and nimble, but probably couldn’t 
outrun the beasts in the ad.

MINI seems to have ambitions 
of challenging Heinz with its 57 
varieties. The super-sized MINI 
Countryman SUV has been given a 
roof-chop to become the Paceman 

Coupé — the seventh vehicle in the 
current MINI line-up. It’s proud to 
announce that it is the first sports 
activity coupé in the premium small 
and compact vehicle segment. 

It has lower suspension and 
firmer steering than the Coun-
tryman for a sportier drive, two 
doors plus rear hatch, and four 
individual seats. The base car costs 
from $23,200, rising to $28,500 for 
the ALL4 all-wheel-drive version. 
There will also be a turbocharged 
218-hp John Cooper Works Pace-
man for around $36,000.

There are, however, some scene-
stealing SUVs currently in the 
works. For Christmas 2012, Lincoln 
gave itself the new name Lincoln 
Motor Company — part of its cam-
paign to re-establish itself as a lux-
ury brand. The MKC concept aims 
squarely at the growing small SUV 

segment of the market, and (like the 
Encore) hopes to appeal to younger 
buyers. It aims to offer these buy-
ers a balance between comfort and 
an engaging drive, and adds quirky 
Lincoln experiences such as push-
button transmission, programmable 
ride control, personalized lighting, 
and more customizable functions 
to be set for each driver. (Or more 

things for couples to argue about.)
Nissan’s Resonance concept 

gives a preview of the next Murano, 
expected in about a year. It’s hand-
some and edgy with a dramatic 
slash down the side. The real scene-
stealer, though, is its holographic 
centre stack display, projected from 
the rear.  That probably won’t make 
it into the production Murano, but 
its “one-motor, two-clutch” hybrid 
electric powertrain probably will. 

Moving down in size, the funky 
Honda Urban SUV concept is nine 
inches shorter than the Honda 
CR-V, having been based on its Fit 
city car. The new Mexican-built 
Fit arrives next year, with the pro-
duction version of this concept 
expected in 2015. They didn’t call 
it the Urban for nothing — it’s an 
ideal size for navigating crowded 
city streets and slotting into small 
parking spaces while still giving an 
elevated driving position.  The pro-
duction vehicle would sip fuel, too, 
and will certainly give the Nissan 
Juke a run for its money.

It’s not one 
size fits all 
when it comes 
to SUVs and 
crossovers

The space race

YO U R  u n r e -
strained pet is 
not the only one 

at risk in an accident 
— a small dog in the 
back-seat could hit 
the back of your head 
with the force of a 
baby elephant. That’s 
why lawmakers in 
New Jersey are con-
sidering requiring the 
use of pet harnesses; 
failure to do so could 
lead to hefty fines. 

In response, Subaru 
is funding research by 
the Center for Pet Safety to iden-
tify the top-performing pet-safety 
restraints, since there are cur-
rently no performance standards 

or test protocols in 
the U.S. for pet travel 
products. The Center 
recently conducted 
tests using a 55lb. 
crash test dummy 
dog to see how the 
seat belts would hold 
up in a collision at 30 
mph. Of the four pop-
ular dog car harness 
brands, none held up. 

Michael McHale, 
Subaru’s director of 
corporate commu-
nications, says, “As 
many of our owners 

have dogs, we feel it’s our respon-
sibility to help them keep their 
pets as safe as possible when they 
journey with us.”         — Liz Turner

Honda Urban SUV concept is well suited to the city.

BACK IN THE LAB
Subaru sets new standards for pet car safety

This prototype Rover 
will eventually go 

fetch — he’ll be 
acquiring data to 
provide pet safety 

guidelines.

Center for Pet Safety

 

Gulliver’s SUVs
SOME truly tiny SUVs and 

crossovers are heading 
our way, following the 

success of the MINI Country-
man. The Fiat 500X will be a 
head-on rival, and according 
to reports out of the UK, both 
Land Rover and Mercedes-Benz 
have already started work on 
their own subcompact SUVs. 
Mercedes-Benz will be launch-
ing a crossover later this year 
based on the A-class, to be 
called the GLA class. Car maga-
zine reckons an even smaller 
vehicle based on the Smart For-
Four will appear.    — Liz Turner

Nissan Resonance concept 
gives us a glimpse of the 
new Murano.

Lincoln MKC concept 
is aimed at a younger 
market.
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The Star of The Show

*Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, taxes, bank fee, & doc fee. Must have Tier 1 credit score thru primary lender to qualify for financing-see dealer for complete details. Due at signing plus tax tags & doc fees: Impreza:$3000+$117
1st pymnt+$595 bank fee; Forester: $3000+$165 1st pymnt+$595 bank fee; Legacy: $3000+$158 1st payment+$595 bank fee; Outback: $3000+$225 1st payment+$595 bank fee. Includes all rebates to dealer. Total Payments / Purchase Op-
tion: Forester: $5940/$13,124.79. Legacy: $5688/$14,610.60. Outback: $8100/$16,492.88. Impreza: $4212/$13,124.79. $50 purchase option fee is required on all advertised vehicles. Leases based on 10k mi per yr/15¢ overage. Lessee responsible for ex-
cess wear and tear/maint. Offers may not be combined and must take delivery from dealers stock by 4/15/13. Not responsible for vehicles sold prior to publication date. Not resp. for typo. errors. Photos are for illus. purposes only. NYSDMV #7099604, NYC DCA #1200327. 

Outback: $3000+$225 1st payment+$595 bank fee Includes all rebates to dealer Total P

 BayRidgeSubaru.com 888.698.3854facebook.com/BayRidgeAutos

4cyl, 5dr, all weather 
mats, auto dimming 
mirror with compass, 
splash guards, 
cargo tray, rear net, 
power wind, locks, mirr, 
Bluetooth, ABS, CVT 
Trans, A/C, AM/FM/
CD. Stock # 113383. 
MSRP $20,833

New ‘13 Subaru 

IMPREZA  
2.0i AWD

$117*

Lease Per Mo. Per 36 Mos.

4cyl, 5dr, power seat, power 
lumbar, Bluetooth, 17” 
alloys, ABS, body side mold-
ing, auto dimming mirror w/
compass, all weather mats, 
heated seats, windshield 
& mirrors, audio steer whl 
controls, CVT trans, A/C,  
AM/FM/CD, Stock # 
113348. MSRP $28,436.

New ‘13 Subaru 

OUTBACK  
2.5 Premium AWD

$225*

Lease Per Mo. Per 36 Mos.

Ref# 241

4cyl, 4dr, power seat, 
power lumbar,  power 
windows & locks, 
16” alloys, Bluetooth, 
ABS, daytime lights, 
audio steering wheel 
controls,  CVT trans,  
A/C, AM/FM/CD. 
Stock #113368, 
MSRP $24,351.

New ‘13 Subaru 

LEGACY  
2.5 Premium AWD

$158*

Lease Per Mo. Per 36 Mos.

Ref# 194

Ref# 294

on sel mdls w/approved credit.
1.9%APR

Available

4cyl, 5dr, alloys, power windows, locks, cruise, disc brakes, auto dimming mirror w/compass, luggage cover, splash 
guards, body side molding, rear bumper cover, Bluetooth, ABS, A/C, AM/FM/CD. Stock # 113373. MSRP $25,132

 New ‘13 Subaru 

FORESTER 2.5x AWD

$165 *

Lease Per Mo.  
Per 36 Mos.Ref# 295

VOLKSWAGEN CROSSBLUE

The CrossBlue concept makes its 
global debut in New York, bringing 
with it the radical idea of a diesel 
plug-in hybrid. It’s a six-seat mid-
size SUV designed specifically for 
North America and Canada, but if 
it goes into production (and we’d 
guess  when, rather than if, because 
VW’s press material is so detailed), 
it would become a seven-seat cross-
over slotting in above the Tiguan 
and below the premium Touareg. 

Its clean diesel engine works with 
two electric motors, a dual-clutch 
automatic transmission and an elec-
tric all-wheel-drive system, and it 
achieves an estimated fuel economy 
rating of 35 mpg combined and 89 
mpge in electric mode.  

It delivers 305 hp, and VW esti-
mates it could accelerate from 
standing to 60 mph in 7.2 seconds

TOYOTA 
FURIA  
CONCEPT

The Furia hints at the styling 
of the next-generation Corolla. It’s 
more athletic-looking than its pre-
decessor, and the company hopes 
it will appeal to younger buyers. 
Large 19-inch alloy wheels pushed 
to the vehicle’s corners with short 
overhangs help emphasize its long 
wheelbase. 

The aggressively styled front fas-
cia, with its blacked-out grille and 
sculpted front LED headlamps, 
looks pretty mean. Carbon fiber 
accents highlight the wheel wells, 
rocker panels and rear valance, and 
tuner fans will appreciate the ornate 
metal exhaust outlet.

HYUNDAI HCD-14 GENESIS
Hyundai’s social climbing ambi-

tions know no bounds, and this con-

cept shows that the brand is 
determined to get into 

the golf club with 
BMW and Mer-
cedes. Despite the 
name, Hyundai 
insists this is not 
simply a preview 
of the next Gene-

sis model; it gives 
an impression of the future look 
across the range. 

The four-door coupe has a 

sleek super-low roof, but the nose 
takes the big-mouth trend to an 
extreme with a grille that seems 
to have been borrowed from a 
Mack truck.

Under the hood, there’s 
a 5.0-liter V8 designed to 
deliver impressive power 
with low emissions. The 
interior features laminated 

and milled wood, as well as lots of 
luxury touches. 

It also demonstrates a high-tech 
intuitive driver interface system that 
includes driver eye-tracking and 3-D 
hand-gesture recognition to reduce 
driver distraction. Once a specific 
feature is selected, eye-tracking, 
thumb controls or gesture recogni-
tion can be used to select naviga-
tion, infotainment, audio and even 
smartphone connectivity functions. 

BMW CONCEPT ACTIVE TOURER 
BMW’s elegant shooting brake-

style concept provides a show-
case for innovations that could be 
offered in the premium compact 
segment. It’s a plug-in hybrid that 
couples a three-cylinder gas engine 
with an electric motor 
to deliver an economy 
figure of 95 mpg.

Its Cool Shade composite glass
roof uses Suspended Particle 
Device technology to enable the 
driver to make the roof crystal 
clear or darken like a pair of sun-
glasses at the touch of a button.

 
ACURA NSX

With its low, wide stance and 

alluring proportions, the NSX
concept showcases the evolu-

tion of the next-generation 
supercar’s styling and design. 

To deliver the power its buyers 
demand while retaining excel-
lent environmental credentials,
the NSX will be powered by a
mid-mounted, direct-injected V6 
engine mated to Acura’s Sport 
Hybrid SH-AWD® (Super Han-
dling All-Wheel Drive) system.            

— Liz Turner

Concepts at the  
show offer a glimpse 

of the futureSNEAK PEEK
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By CHRISTOPHER POULOS

O
ne of the most 
a n t i c i p a t e d 
unveilings of 
the 2013 New 
York Auto In-

ternational Show was Ca-
dillac’s completely rede-
signed CTS sedan.  This 
year’s unveiling marks a 
new generation for the CTS, 
completely redesigned as a 
bigger, more refi ned lux-
ury touring car. 

Since the introduction 
of the model back in 2002, 
the sporty CTS sedan has 
been a key player in the lux-
ury automaker’s revival as 
America’s prominent lux-
ury brand.  The redesigned 
CTS falls in line with other 
major releases from the 
luxury brand, starting in 
2012 with the new ATS se-
dan and the 2013 release 
of the ELR hybrid at the 
North American Interna-
tional Auto Show earlier 
this year.  

The introduction of the 
ATS put the CTS in a bit of 
a tough selling point, being 
almost the same size and 
running on a four-year-old 
platform. The new larger, 
more powerful CTS places 
nicely between the sporty 
ATS and full sized XTS se-
dans. 

Buyers can expect three 
engine choices once the 
new model comes to mar-
ket later this year. The 2.0 

turbo four cylinder from 
the ATS makes an appear-
ance, followed by the exist-
ing 3.6 V6 in current mod-
els and an all new twin 

turbo 3.6 V6 cranking out 
420 horsepower. 

General Motors claims 
the new twin turbo power 
plant will deliver 17 miles 

per gallon in the city and 
25 on the highway, and a 
0-60 mile per hour time of 
4.6 seconds. These are im-
pressive fi gures consid-

ering that the new 
larger car would al-
most match the mile 
per gallon of the out-
going base model sedan, 

and accelerate on par with 
the previous high perfor-
mance CTS-V model. 

Globally, the new larger 
CTS makes it more akin to 
the BMW 5 series, and Audi 
A6. New engine technology 
should keep Cadillac in the 
game with its European 
rivals in terms of perfor-
mance and fuel economy at 
a competitive price. 

 The CTS has been a 
staple of Cadillac’s line for 
more than a decade now, 
bringing long-forgotten 
rear wheel drive and man-
ual transmission fun to an 
aging corporate image. Its 
angular chiseled features 
brought in the “Art and Sci-
ence” design language that 
shaped all new Cadillacs 
to follow. While the larger 
sedan may be giving the 
performance nod to its new 
smaller sibling, a high per-
formance CTS-V model 
will be sure to follow in the 
near future.  

By CHRISTOPHER POULOS

Jaguar looks to increase its 
brand identity into closely 
contested luxury segments 

this year at the 2013 New York In-
ternational Auto Show.  The Brit-
ish luxury automaker has taken 
aim at the likes of Audi and BMW, 
adding two new models to the per-
formance-oriented R series. Jag-
uar looks to attract new markets 
elsewhere with the introduction of 
new “Intuitive All-Wheel Drive” 
options on select models.

This year’s introductions to 
the R series fi nish out the spec-
trum of luxury performance with 
the full-sized XJR sedan and XKR-
S-GT racing coupe. With no short-

age of competition from the Audi S 
and BMW M departments, Jaguar 
looks to make its mark with super-
charged power. 

The new XJR looks the part in 
the crowd of full-sized euro per-

formance sedans like the BMW 
M6 Gran Coupe, Audi S7, or Mer-
cedes S63 AMG. The transforma-
tion from XJ to XJR was extensive 
in the way of chassis and aerody-
namic improvements, while also 

according to Jaguar, “An extraor-
dinary opulent machine with 
more-than-expected levels of inte-
rior luxury.” The added 550 horse-
power 5.0 supercharged V8 pow-
erplant fi nishes off the big cat’s 
performance credentials. 

For those lovers of the new 550 
horsepower V8 that don’t need 
all the square footage of the XJ 
strapped around it, the new XKR-
S-GT brings street legal racing 
hardware to the public unseen 
from the British brand since the 
demise of the XJ220 in 1994. Based 
on the 186 mile per hour XKR-S 
coupe, this ultra-limited produc-
tion racer (25 units in the U.S., 40 
globally) features a host of track-

oriented modifi cations including 
braking, aerodynamics, suspen-
sion, and steering.

It wasn’t just about the horse-
power arms race for Jaguar this 
year, however, as expansions were 
made in other areas for market 
conquest.  The company reports 
that 40 percent of full-size luxury 
sedan buyers prefer to opt for all-
wheel drive — an option unseen 
from the make since the departure 
of the X-Type in 2009. The new “In-
tuitive All Wheel Drive” system 
(available on XJ and XF models) 
features settings for the changing 
environment.

In essence, Jaguar has made 
great efforts to improve and ex-
pand in the areas where they were 
needed most. The completed per-
formance spectrum makes good 
on the racing legacy of the brand, 
while necessary technological im-
provements will ensure the longev-
ity of its presence in the market.

CADILLAC CADILLAC 
GOES BIGGOES BIG 

CTS redesigned as larger luxury car

Jaguar adds to newest lineup
Auto maker now offers all-wheel drive on recent models

ONE OF THE 
MOST ANTICIPATED 

UNVEILINGS OF 
THE 2013 NEW YORK 

AUTO INTERNATIONAL 
SHOW WAS CADILLAC’S 

COMPLETELY 
REDESIGNED 
CTS SEDAN.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 

2011 INFINITI FX35
$315buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#75345. 39k miles. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

20
07

 C
he

vy
 Im

pa
la

, 2
8k

, S
tk

# 
42

37
0.

 $
11

7 
pe

r m
on

th
 fo

r 7
2 

m
on

th
s @

 5.
9%

 AP
R

1
%

 I
S

 A
LL

 Y
O

U
 P

A
Y

 T
O

 D
R

IV
E
 A

W
A
Y

! 
W

E
 A

R
E
 S

U
R

E
 T

O
 H

A
V

E
 A

 C
A

R
 T

O
 F

IT
 Y

O
U

R
 B

U
D

G
E
T!

WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REFUND

NO RAIN OR SNOW WILL STOP US! WE ARE OPEN!

DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND
MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy Impala, 148k  62653 $3,995
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
  2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
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FO R  r e a s o n s 
unknown, Ferrari, 
the venerable and 

vaunted Italian maker of 
automotive dreams, 
won’t be in resi-
dence at the Javits 
Center this week. 
It’s especially 
surprising since 
only a month ago, 
the crowd was 
thronged around 
the Ferrari stand at the 
Geneva Auto Show for 
the worldwide debut of 
its new, limited-edition, 
top-of-the-line hyper-
car.  Having clawed my 
way to see that car from 
twenty paces, I can safely 
predict that an official 
North American launch 
will be no less intense.

The very idea of a 
successor to the highly 
collectible, technically 
advanced and ultra-high-
performance F40, F50 
and Enzo is enough to get 
the people going. And the 
car looks plenty striking 
— blending the classical 
lines of Ferrari’s fondly 
remembered 1960s P4/P5 
racing cars with the offi-
cial look of modern auto 
design: angry insect cum 
Transformer.

But the new Ferrari 
has more to recommend 
it. Its 950 hp will explain 
the throngs that gather 
around, along with the 
car’s top speed of 218 
mph. For math fans, 
there’s its racecar-quick 
zero-to-60 time of less 
than 3 seconds.

The fact that our sub-
ject is a gasoline-electric 
hybrid — with an electric 
motor to assist an already 
brutal V12 of the internal 
combustion persuasion 
— is the crowning point 
of distinction, if not envi-
ronmental consequence. 
Like the rest in its luxury 

cohort, its work in the 
arena can be viewed as 
technically interesting, 
but clearly not yet saving-
the-planet kind of stuff. 

Only 499 of this new 
Ferrari will be built, so it’s 
exclusive and guaranteed 
to stay so with a price tag 
north of $1 million. Ferra-
ri has hinted that its small 
run has already sold out. 

As for naming rights, 
following the F40s and 
F50s, which proceeded 
in a fairly logical nomen-
clatural progression, the 
Enzo was named to honor 
the memory of Ferrari’s 
tough-as-nails founder. 

One seemingly logical 
step would have been to 
call this the Ferrari Luca 
after Enzo’s fiery suc-
cessor, the soon-to-be-
departing and famously 
autocratic boss man, Luca 
di Montezemolo. Instead, 
the new machina was 
named LaFerrari, which, 
in its total self-referential-
ity, also manages to skirt 
the boundaries of good 
taste by a wide margin.

Now, in case anyone 
missed you pulling up in 
your noisy red phallus 
or neglected your logo-
enriched sunglasses, you 
get another opportunity 
to impress.  

“Did I mention that 
my Ferrari is the Ferrari 
LaFerrari?” 

— Jamie Kitman

NICE CAR, 
shame about the label...

Absent from the show, is Ferrari 
LaFerrari just too ashamed of its name?

THE most important thing to 
grasp about the Fiat 500L is 
that it is not a Fiat 500. It’s 
based on the larger Bravo 
platform, and right now it 

would be less confusing if they’d 
called it a 600 — another brand 
name from the 1960s. But Fiat wants 
to create a family of 500s, following 
the lead of the MINI. And if the 
supersized Countryman can still be 
a MINI, Fiat’s new minivan can be a 
500, and it will be followed shortly 
by the 500X SUV.

So this is a small minivan for peo-
ple who wish they could still have a 
500. Frequently they will be young 
couples just mixing cool furniture 
and white walls with primary-col-
ored plastics and a food-splatter 
effect. Obvious rivals are the MINI 
Countryman, Ford B-MAX, or per-
haps a Scion xD or Nissan Juke. The 
price is likely to be around $22,000, 
on a level with the Countryman.

The L stands for Large, and despite 
its diminutive proportions (167 by 70 
in.), the 500L offers plenty of space for 
five. The split rear seats tumble with 
a yank of the handle (they need two 
hands to put them back up), and the 

trunk floor can be slotted in at differ-
ent heights to protect some items from 
piles of shopping dumped on top.

Trim levels range from the color-
ful, fun (and cheaper) Pop and Easy 
to the more luxurious Lounge and 
“rugged” Trekking. The interior feels 
impressively solid, and the materials 
are high-quality. 

Fiat has gone to town on options 
and accessories to allow people to 
personalize the car. There’s a huge 
optional (and expensive) sunroof, 
and Fiat announced with glee that 
this was the only production car 
in the world offering an accessory 
espresso machine.

Actually, the accessory we would 
have liked to see is a set of washable 
rear seat covers in the same style as 

the rest of the car. There’s nothing 
that destroys resale value like seats 
stained with biscuit concrete and 
infant spit-up in the stitching. You 
can order a black, hose-down thing 
that looks like a burka for seats, but 
that ruins the glamour.

The 1.4-liter MultiAir Turbo 
engine with 160 hp is equipped with 
two six-speed transmissions. It pulls 
well, but the L’s strength lies more 
in a smooth, comfortable ride that 
won’t make the kiddies queasy than 
in its entertainment for the driver. 
Bumps are felt, but bodyroll is well 
controlled. 

It’s not as much fun as the Coun-
tryman, but it’s more enjoyable than 
a lot of small crossovers.    

—Liz Turner

The Italian job
s o n s

Ferrari, 
le and

maker of 
ams, 
si-
ts 
.

y 
e
o,
as 
nd 
at the

f h t it k i th

Living large: 
The Fiat 500L is, 
in actuality, a 

micro-minivan.THE GOODS
ON SALE SUMMER 2013
PRICE $22,000 (est.)

MPG: 35 mpg combined (est.)

WHAT WE LIKED: Funky style, high 

quality interior, space

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: Not as 

much fun to drive as it looks

2013 FIAT 500LROAD
TEST
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Chevrolet Corvette Stingray BMW Concept Active Tourer

Porsche 911 GT3Jeep Cherokee

Volkswagen GTIRolls-Royce Wraith

SAVE TIME! Buy Tickets online AutoShowNY.com

DON’T MISS... The Unveiling of  
the Auto Industry’s Brightest Stars!

MARCH 29-APRIL 7, 2013
Mon-Sat: 10am-10pm  Sun: 10am-7pm

No other event kick-starts the spring selling season more than the New York International 

Auto Show. This year’s Show features more  

than 60 new vehicle introductions,  

most of which are world debuts  

unveiled at back-to-back   

press conferences. 

... and see the new Motorcycles, Motorsports  & Accessories display on Level 4.

Javits Center |  $15 Adults/$5 Children under 12 yrs.

By CHRISTOPHER POULOS

Jeep’s anticipated un-
veiling of the new Jeep 
Cherokee seems to be an 
effort to build on Chrysler 
Group’s growing momen-
tum in the market. Origi-
nally replaced in 2001 after 
the introduction of the Lib-
erty, Jeep looks to bring the 
Cherokee badge back into 
the limelight with its new 
crossover platform with 
contemporary style.

The new Cherokee looks 
to replace the aging Liberty 
platform with a fresh dose 
of technological advances 
that will lead to huge im-
provements in fuel econ-
omy and drivability. The 
new platform shows strong 
design infl uences from par-
ent company Fiat, and show 
especially present in the 
dramatically higher qual-
ity interior when compared 
to its Liberty predecessor. 

When images fi rst be-
gan to circulate of the new 
platform earlier this year, 
they weren’t received with-
out controversy from the 

industry. Loyalists to the 
classical Jeep design for-
mula and offroad capability 
criticized the new platform 
as a post modern soft-
roader that could never live 
up to the legendary Chero-
kee name. 

While the new Cherokee 
may not hold completely 
true to its legacy of Spartan 
off-road design, it could be 
exactly what Jeep needs to 
hit targets that the Liberty 
failed to appeal to. The new 
Cherokee’s 3.2 liter V6 and 
nine-speed transmission 
are expected to deliver 45 
percent better fuel economy 
than the outgoing Liberty, 
while delivering a much 
more refi ned driving expe-
rience to the user. 

Based on a shared 
crossover platform with 
the Dodge Dart, the new 
Cherokee will surely feel 
much more at home for city 
driving when compared to 
its more truck-like ances-
tors — but that’s not nec-
essarily a bad thing. Most 
consumers that are in the 

market for a new compact 
sports utility vehicle aren’t 
looking for the capability 
to climb over a boulder on 
their daily commute, nor 
are they willing to pay the 
price and fuel economy pre-
miums to do so.

The new Cherokee hasn’t 
completely lost sight of its 
Jeep heritage, however. 
In anticipation of the New 
York unveiling, Chrysler 
released a teaser video in 
March demonstrating that 
the little Jeep still has what 
it takes off-road. The little 
Jeep was put through its 
paces in a desert setting — 
traversing over rough ter-
rain and steep grades, and 
scaling a rocky slope at one 
point with ease. 

Chrysler looks to hit an-
other home run with the 
new Cherokee, set to go on 
sale towards the end of this 
year. Jeep appears to have 
made a smart move with 
the new Cherokee, dou-
bling down on style and ef-
fi ciency. 

The 2014 The 2014 
Jeep CherokeeJeep Cherokee
Revived with modern compact style
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� All new all over again!
1959 Chevrolet Impala: This is a theme Chevy’s advertising revisits over and again — 
and one that is being revisited in 2013.

G
M has high hopes for 
the all-new 2014 
Impala .  It ’s  a 
more upmarket, 

modern-looking and 
handsome car – one the 
neighbors might look 
at with an envious eye. 
And that’s important because 
Chevy’s flagship sedan needs 
to pull in private buyers, rather 

than rely on discounted 
fleet sales.

Its marketing treads 
a fine line between 
making a break with 

the past and beefing up 
America’s half-century-

long relationship with 
the Impala. So let’s see how 
the “Mad Men” of the past por-
trayed it.               — Liz Turner

By JOHN McCORMICK

T
HE rush to small cars and 
fuel-sipping motors may be 
over. With the U.S. econo-
my recovering quickly and 

consumers acclimatized to cur-
rent gas prices, the average shop-
per is looking for a larger ride.

Aside from the market for 
boutique small models like the 
MINI and Fiat 500, sales of sub-
compacts — think Toyota Yaris 
and Honda Fit — are tanking. 
One exception: the Chevy Spark, 

which has sold well in recent 
months. 

Instead, buyers are stepping 
up not just to compact cars such 
the Ford Focus and Honda Civic 
but to the rash of new or recent-
ly introduced midsize cars with 
familiar names like Honda Accord 
and Ford Fusion.

Several factors are at work here. 
Firstly, car shoppers are tradi-
tionally quick to forget the pain 
brought on by economic down-
turns. And unlike their European 
cousins, Americans have never 

really embraced sub-compacts, 
only buying them when under 
duress. 

So now that the brakes are off 
the economy, the consumer’s 
focus is back on the midsize con-
tenders, a trend helped by the 
fact that automakers’ efforts to 
improve fuel economy have made 
these cars even more attractive. 

Herein lies a wrinkle in the pic-
ture, which may lead to another 
market shift going forward. Car 
companies have been downsiz-
ing not just the amount of sheet 

metal but engines as well. Over-
all, there has been a move toward 
smaller four-cylinder motors 
from the V6s that powered mid-
size sedans for years. To maintain 
decent power and performance, 
some automakers have added tur-
bochargers to their four-cylinder 
engines while claiming superior 
fuel economy. 

However, a combination of 
flawed testing procedures (in 
well-publicized cases involving 
certain Hyundai and Kia models) 
and questions raised by a Con-

sumer Reports magazine inves-
tigation suggests that the fuel
economy advantages of smaller, 
turbo engines may be exaggerated
or misleading. 

According to Consumer Reports, 
small engine size does not neces-
sarily equal smaller bills at the gas
station. In fact, the magazine’s tests 
found that not only were larger dis-
placement engines generally more 
economical, but the much-hyped 
performance of pint-sized turbo 
motors also falls short of manufac-
turer claims. Ford, a big proponent
of turbocharging with its EcoBoost
engine series, contests the maga-
zine’s findings. 

Some Asian automakers,
including Honda and Toyota, have 
hedged their bets on their mid-
sized sedans, offering V6s along-
side four-cylinder models, while
others, notably Hyundai and Kia,
have dropped V6s altogether. 

It remains to be seen whether
consumers will vote with their 
checkbooks on the small versus
large engine debate. But the argu-
ment brings to mind the old say-
ing that “There’s no replacement 
for displacement.” 

Keep that in mind when decid-
ing which engine is best suited to
that larger car you’re eyeing in the 
showroom.

Consumers are heading back 
to bigger, mightier models

Graceful sales 
campaigns 

highlight this 
brand’s career

of glory

The art of 
IMPALA

� Upside down
1971 Chevrolet Impala Custom: We suspect the ad 
executives were in fact lying on the floor of a bar 
when they came up with this one. The text actually 
seems to be about how great it is to advertise in “TV 
Guide.”

� All new all over 
again
1966 Impala: The ride’s jet-
smoother, too. As for V8 power, 
say “Turbo-Jet 396!” Someone 
must have said “Hey, people 
dig jets!”

� We gave it wings 
and it flew.
1959 Chevrolet Sport 
Sedan: While other cars 
grew ever taller fins, the 1958 
and 1959 Chevy sprouted 
wings. This evolved into 
more of a unibrow by 1961.

The 2013 Chevrolet 
Impala has big tires 

to fill.

CHEV! RO! 
LET! Three 
cheers for 
the people’s 
choice �
1967 Chevrolet 
Impala 
Convertible: A 
touch of glee to 
advertise the ’67 
model.

BEASTSBEASTS Ryan Seacrest got on 
board to launch the new 
Ford Fusion last summer.
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MAZDA MX-5 
PRICE: $23,720 
ECONOMY: 22 city/28 hwy 
mpg

The MX-5 (or Miata, as we 
still call it in the US) is the 

best-selling roadster of all 
time and the most commonly 
raced car in the US. When 
creating the first genera-
tion, launched in 1989, chief 
engineer Toshihiko Hirai 
wanted the car and driver to 
share the close relationship 
of a horse and rider. If you’ve 
been behind the wheel, you’ll 
know he achieved it.

It won’t win many traf-
fic-light drag races, but the 
MX-5’s quick steering, slick 
gearbox and balanced han-
dling deliver sheer joy even 
at moderate speeds. The 
third generation is more 
grown-up and plush than the 
original, and although opin-
ions are split over the current 
rictus grin at the front, it’s 
still a whole heap of fun.

The fourth generation is 
expected soon, and Mazda 

has said it will be a radical 
change. The performance 
will be back-to-basics, but 
the styling will follow the 
“kodo” theme, which trans-
lates as “soul of motion.” 

The fundamentals stay 
the same: two seats, fold-
ing roof, rear-wheel drive. 
It’s believed the engine will 
be a four-cylinder smaller 
than the current 2.0-liter at 
perhaps 1.3 liters but with a 
turbo. 

The car will be born as a 
non-identical twin, however. 
Mazda has entered into 
a partnership with 
Fiat, which will 
launch a version 
with an Italian 
flavor, probably 
to be badged 
Alfa Spider. 

Prices should 
start at around 
$25,000.

MINI COOPER CONVERTIBLE 
PRICE: $25,150 
ECONOMY: 27 city/35 hwy 
mpg

MINI COOPER ROADSTER 
PRICE: $25,500 
ECONOMY: 27 city/35 hwy 
mpg

MINI has two open-top 
babies that limbo beneath 

our price limit. The Coo-
per Convertible is based on 
the saloon and has two rear 
seats you can just about 
fold an adult into for short 
distances. The Roadster is 
based on the baseball cap-
style coupé, and the rear 
seat space becomes a large 
load area accessed by the 
rear trunk, making it ideal 
for golfers. Roof down, 
both cars are 

cute, but the Road-
ster wins with its neat, 

smooth rear deck. 
Neither car looks great 

with the roof up, however. 
Yet both cars are lively and 
great fun on the road; the 
gearchange is short and 
slick, the steering light and 
communicative. But you sit 
lower in the Roadster and 
it feels more like a little 
sports car.

SPORTS cars have to 
conform to a pretty 
strict definition, 

but for many people, 
depending on their pri-
orities or needs, it can 

assume a number of 
sizes and shapes. 

Weighing in 
north of 4,500 lb 
and stretching 
nearly 17 feet from its four-ringed 
grille to its four ovoid exhaust tips, 
the Audi S8 is not svelte. Nor will it 

ever leave anyone bored.
The S8’s defining feature is its new all-alu-

minum, twin-turbocharged, 4.0-liter V-8. In 
its last generation, the S8 was powered, of all 
things, by a 5.2-liter V-10 derived from the one 
in the Lamborghini Gallardo. While the S8 for-
feits the Lambo engine’s spine-tingling vocal 
track, it crushes its predecessor’s output by 70 
hp and 83 lb ft of torque at 520 hp and 481 lb ft, 
respectively. 

With an eight-speed, paddle-shifted auto-
matic keeping the engine always in the fat 
part of its powerband and Audi’s Quattro all-
wheel-drive system maximizing traction at 
launch, this leather-lined behemoth is a sling-
shot. Several tests have recorded 0-to-60-mph 
times in the 3.5-second range and quarter-mile 
passes in the high 11s. That compares with 

Ford’s 662-hp Mustang 
Shelby GT500. 

The S8 is well-
equipped to handle
those sort of speeds.
Audi’s drive select sys-
tem allows the driver to 
adjust the air suspen-
sion through four dif-
ferent degrees of stiff-

ness, as well as tweak the steering, throttle
and transmission settings. With everything
set to a more-relaxed mode, the S8 feels like a

(much-quicker) A8. Dial in dynamic, and the
S8 will punish a winding road without ever 
beating up its occupants. 

Inside, top-quality materials and high-tech 
detailing are shaped and finessed by one of 
the industry’s most-accomplished interior
design teams. The Audi S8 isn’t cheap, but it 
will never disappoint.                        — Jarvis Lee

2013 AUDI S8ROAD
TEST

THE GOODS
ON SALE NOW
PRICE: $110,000
MPG: 15 mpg city; 19 mpg hwy

WHAT WE LIKED: Sheer power, 

and the ability to handle it

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: Styling is a 

bit solid. Sky-high price.

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com $2OFF

THE PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY ONLY!   April 1-5, 2013
Valid only with cash purchases. Present this coupon at 
ticket box office. Not valid toward admission for children. 
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with any 
other discount offer. 

Save on combo tickets with  
LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also 
available at AutoShowNY.com.  
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

Sell Your Car

Only $39

Reach over 750,000 readers in our 
11 community newspapers across NYC today

Call (718) 260-2555
*5 line ad for private parties, 1 print insertion in all CNG publications
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Grand Slam Savings
Event!Event!Event!

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. All adv. pricing incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All Adv. vehicles require a $2013 down payment+1st payment+$595 bank fee. Must take delivery from 
dealer stock by 4/15/13. Total pymnts/purchase opt: Terrain:$6201/$16,006. Acadia:$6981/$21,795. Lacrosse:$7371/$17,243. Pymnts incl. all rebates to dlr. Acadia: $2000 Conquest/$2000 CCR/$1000 supported lease CCR. -must qual. Terrian: $1000 Conquest/$1650 
CCR/$1000. Lacrosse: $2000 Conquest/$2900 CCR/$500 supported lease CCR- must cal. for all rebates. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ overage. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maint. †Includes-
12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper to-Bumper, 100,000-Mile/5-Year Powertrain Limited Warranty, 24-Month/30,000-Mile Maintenance Plan. See dealer for comp. details. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

888 293 8472 
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

ers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. All adv. prici
l t k b 4/15/13 T t l t / h t T i $6201/$16 006 A d

rers cannot be combined /prior ads and are s bj to change itho t notice All ad/

MileaBuickGMC.comMileaBMiMilMiileillealeeaBeaBaB

New 2013       BUICK
LaCrosse

4dr, 6cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/ mirr/seats, A/C, XMRa-
dio/CD/Intellilink Touch Screen, OnStar w/turn-by-turn navi, remote start/
keyless entry, Bluetooth, Quiet Tuning. Stk#13021B. MSRP $32,535. 

MileaSubaru.com

New 2013 

Terrain

 

Impreza 

2008 PONTIAC  GM Certified †

G-6 SEDAN Buy For $14,243
STK# 8077U, 6cyl, White Diamond, Auto, A/C, Power Windows, Power 
Door Locks, Power Mirrors, Heated Seats, Sunroof, Leather, 13k mi.

2012 CHEVY  GM Certified †

CRUZE 2LT RS Buy For $18,293
STK# 8079U, 4dr, 4cyl, Black, Auto, A/C, Power Windows, Power Door 
Locks, Power Mirrors, Tilt, Cruise, Alloy Wheels, Sunroof, 23k mi.

2010 GMC   GM Certified †

TRAVERSE LT AWD Buy For $22,594
STK# 8099U, 5dr, 6cyl, White, Auto, A/C, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Mirrors, Tilt, Cruise, Alloy Wheels, 39k mi.

2012 GMC  GM Certified †

CANYON CREW CAB SLE. Buy For $23,993
STK# 8118U, 4dr, 4cyl, White, Auto, A/C, Power Windows, Power 
Door Locks, Power Windows, CD Player, Alloys, Bedliner, 15k mi.

5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/ABS/wind/ locks/mirrors/seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/
turn-by-turn navi, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, fog lamps, fwd, remote keyless entry, alloys, 
rear view camera. Stk#13160, MSRP $27,130. 

AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto trans, power steering/ ABS/windows/mirrors/
locks, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, all weather mats, cargo tray, Bluetooth, MSRP $20,400. 
Stk#5181S. Due at signing: $2013 down+1st pymnt+$595 bank fee + tax/tags.

$159
*

$159
*

AWD, 5dr, 6cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/mirr/seat, A/C, 
XMRadio/CD/Intellilink Touch Screen, OnStar w/turn-by-turn navi, keyless 
entry, Bluetooth. Stk#13173. MSRP $36,945. 

AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto trans, power steering/ ABS/windows/mirrors/locks, A/C, AM/
FM/CD, tilt, cruise, all weather mats, Bluetooth, MSRP $22,603. Stk#5158S.
Due at signing: $2013 down+1st pymnt+$595 bank fee + tax/tags.

 

 

$179*

 

$179*

 

ee

$199*

 

$0

$0

New 2013

AcadiaSLE1
All New!

windows/locks/mirr/seat, A/C, 
nStar w/turn-by-turn navi, keyless $$

SLE11
All New!

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change without notice. Payments includes all dealer incentives - must qualify. Total Payments/Purchase Option = Forester: $8358/$15,160; Legacy: $7518/$12,883; 
Impreza: $6678/$12,0369. Above leases based on 10k miles per year/15¢ per mile over. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear & maintenance. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qualify. Must take deliv-
ery from dealers stock by 4/15/13. Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

888 290 0338 
3201 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

fers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change without

Premium. AWD, All weather pkg, 5dr, 4cyl, manual trans, power steering/ ABS/windows/mirrors/
locks, heated seats, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, roof rails, alloys, Bluetooth, MSRP $24,452. Stk#6005S.
Due at signing: $2013 down+1st pymnt+$595 bank fee + tax/tags.

2013 XV Crosstrek and BRZ Vehicles in Stock!

2012 SUBARU Certified
OUTBACK Buy For $23,991
Stk#8071U, AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/lks/mir,  
A/C, 16,122 mi.

2011 SUBARU Certified
FORESTER 2.5X Buy For $18,743
Stk#3439U, AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/lks/mir, A/C,  
29,827 mi.

2009 SUBARU Certified
IMPREZA Buy For $14,294
Stk#8124U, AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/lks/mir/sroof,  
A/C, 47,156 mi.

2009 SUBARU Certified
LEGACY Buy For $17,794
Stk#8177U, AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/lks/mir/sroof, 
A/C, 20,325 mi.

1.9%APR
for qual. buyers 
see dlr for dtls.

Legacy2.5i Forester2.5i

g p y p , g, q p y p y
dia:$6981/$21,795. Lacrosse:$7371/$17,243. Pymnts incl. all rebates to dlr. Acadia: $2000 Conquest/$2000 CCR/$1000 supported lease CCR. -must qual. Ter
must cal. for all rebates. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ overage. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess

ed Warranty, 24-Month/30,000-Mile Maintenance Plan. See dealer for comp. details. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. NYC DCA #09

p
di $6981/$2

comcocomcoomom

SRPSRP $2 $20 40,40000.
tags.

*

2012 SUBABB RU
OUTBTT ACKBB KK
Stk#8071U, AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, aut
A/C, 16,122 mi.

2011 SUBAB RU

Foresteri
All N

ew!

4cyl, manual trans, power steerii /ng/ ABABS/w/ indows/mirrors/

*

r2.5i
All N

ew! 0.99%APR
on sel. mdls for qual. buyers.

0%APR0%APR0%APR
for 72 MONTHS 

on sel. mdls. for qual. buyers.

Love Where It Takes You.

$189*

 

Come Test Drive the All-New Buick Encore!

$0
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Log-Onto: MyFreeTaxes.com/GWNY
To Begin Filing Today!

Both online and telephone support are provided for 
assistance with any questions or issues you may have

Twitter.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

Facebook.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

Prepare & File 
Your Federal and State Taxes

Online for FREE 
(Powered by H&R Block)

Phone: 1-855-MY-TX –Help or 1-855-698-9435
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-10pm EST
Email: customerservice@myfreetaxes.com
Website/Chat: myfreetaxes.com
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BT STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

BY STEVE MOSCO

The owner and devel-
oper of the Shops at Atlas 
Park in Glendale faces 
skepticism tempered with 
cautious optimism from 
the surrounding communi-
ties after announcing revi-
talization plans last week.

Frequent and infre-
quent customers as well 
as residents living near 
the troubled mall at 80-00 
Cooper Ave. maintained 
that while they want mall-
owner Macerich’s plan to 
succeed, they  also hoped 
to have more of a say in the 
redevelopment process.

“We are all concerned 
about it and wish that the 
mall owners would ask for 
more community input 
about its future,” said Lee 
Rottenberg, a Middle Vil-
lage resident and member 
of Community Board 5. 
“Everybody would like to 
see it succeed and there are 
a lot of opinions as to which 

stores should be included 
in the plans.”

After purchasing the 
mall in a foreclosure auc-
tion in 2011, Macerich 
revealed plans last week 
for a new crop of trendy 
stores, as well as updates 
to the property’s Center 
Green open space. The ini-
tial announcement named 
new additions Forever 21 
and Charlotte Russe, both 
women’s clothing retailers, 
while construction has al-
ready started  on the mall’s 
open center space.

For certain residents, 
construction got off on the 
wrong foot immediately 
when workers chopped 
down numerous trees on 
the mall property. Michael 
Perlman, chairman of the 
Rego-Forest Preservation 
Council and a tree enthu-
siast, said Macerich could 
have done more to avoid 
arboricide.

“The trees could have 
been incorporated into the 

mall’s plans or could have 
been transplanted, but they 
chose the easy way out,” 
Perlman said. “It is im-
moral to kill a tree. We lost 
too many due to nature, but 
alternate losses can be pre-
vented.”

But with the trees gone 
and his eyes toward what 
would make a successful 
mall, Perlman suggested 
Macerich introduce shops 
that cannot be found any-
where else in Queens.

“While the proposed 
retail concepts are interest-
ing and perhaps beneficial 
to Atlas Park’s future, my 
suggestion is to introduce 
some outstanding novelty 
shops which cannot be 
found throughout Queens,” 
he said. “Seasonal con-
certs and festivals should 
be scheduled on a routine 
basis outdoors. Atlas Park 
needs more gimmicks with 
an abundance of creativ-
ity.”

Community wants more say 
in Atlas Park mall’s future
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Mayor plans veto of Council’s sick pay accord
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
The paid sick leave 

deal struck last week by 
City Council members, 
business owners and union 
leaders was mostly well-
received, with one notable 
exception.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said he would 
veto the plan requiring city 
employers with 20 or more 
workers to grant paid time 
off to employees when they 
get sick.

“While this compro-
mise version of the bill is 
better than previous itera-
tions, it will still hurt small 
businesses and stifle job 
creation,” Bloomberg said. 
“The bill is short-sighted 
economic policy that will 
take our city in the wrong 
direction, and I will veto 
it.”

The deal, which would 
go into effect April 2014, re-
quires companies with at 
least 20 employees to give 
full-time workers five com-

pensated sick days a year. 
The mandate will extend to 
businesses with 15 or more 
employees in October 2015.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
said under the agreement, 
all New Yorkers will re-
ceive full protections that 
will allow them to take 
time to care for themselves 
and their families when ill, 
without fear or threat of 
losing their jobs.

“We have a good, 
strong and sensible piece of 
legislation that recognizes 
the needs of everyday New 
Yorkers and the realities 
that our struggling small 
businesses face,” Quinn 
said. “Throughout these 
negotiations I have always 
said that I was willing to 
listen and engage all sides. 
Because of deliberate, 
thoughtful and at times 
hard-nosed negotiations, 
we now have a piece of leg-
islation that balances the 
interests of workers, small 
business owners and local 

mom-and-pop proprietors 
across this city.”

The bill also includes 
vital protections for the 
city’s economy, including 
a reverse trigger that will 
ensure the mandate is only 
enacted if the economy can 
sustain it. If the economy 
unexpectedly worsens, the 
bill will be delayed from 
taking effect until condi-
tions improve.

But Bloomberg said he 

does not buy into that pro-
vision.

“Supporters claim it 
will only take effect if the 
economy is healthy, but 
there is never a good time 
to make New York City 
less competitive,” he said. 
“There are still far too 
many New Yorkers out of 
work, and it is crucial that 
we continue doing every-
thing we can to allow busi-
nesses to grow.”

Advocates of paid sick 
leave have said that no 
worker should be at risk of 
losing a job because of ill-
ness. Freddy Castiblanco, 
owner of Terraza 7 Bar and 
Café, at 40-19 Gleane St. in 
Elmhurst, said the deal cre-
ates a new ethical standard 
for workers’ rights.

“This victory protects 
workers from being fired 
for being sick,” he said. “It 
marks a milestone in the 
struggle of small business 
and workers working to-
gether to better our com-
munities.”

Quinn, a candidate to 
replace Bloomberg, faced 
criticism for her opposition 
to paid sick leave, in par-
ticular from other mayoral 
candidates.

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio, another can-
didate for mayor, said the 
deal took too long to come 
together and it still leaves 
out many working New 
Yorkers.

“I commend the city 

Paid Sick Days Coalition 
for getting something done, 
despite Speaker Quinn’s 
long-standing resistance 
to providing working fami-
lies this critical measure 
of economic security,” said 
de Blasio. “However, the 
final outcome leaves out 
over 300,000 New Yorkers 
and took far too long. No 
one should ever have to 
sacrifice pay just because 
they get sick. I intend to 
keep fighting for these New 
Yorkers left behind.”

Meanwhile, Queens 
elected officials were hap-
py to celebrate what they 
believe is a victory for city 
workers.“Today is a his-
toric moment for the city 
of New York,” said Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside). “With the 
passage of this milestone 
legislation our city’s work-
ing families will no longer 
have to fear the loss of jobs 
for taking a sick day or car-
ing for a loved one who is 
ill.”

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn celebrates a sick-payday deal 
struck last week. Photo courtesy William Alatriste-City Council
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BT Richmond Hill welcomes spring with Holi Festival
BY KAREN FRANTZ

 
Purple, green, yellow, pink 

and red dusted the streets of 
Richmond Hill Saturday during 
the Phagwah Festival, a Hindu 
celebration of the triumph of good 
over evil and the coming of the 
spring season.

“This is a time when people 
forget all differences and indulge 
in pure fun,” said Sam Somwaru, 
one of the many  revelers at the 
festival and a member of the 
American Statya Sandya temple 
in Jamaica.

The most characteristic as-
pect of the occasion involves col-
orful powder, or “abeer,” which 
people use to paint themselves 
or brush onto others — or even 
throw into the air so the powder 
rains down on all around.

“It symbolizes the spring col-
ors,” Somwaru said.

But Somwaru said Phagwah 
is also a time of togetherness, join-
ing together not only people of the 
Hindu faith but also people of all 
different religions and cultures 
to overcome their differences and 

enjoy the festival.
“You forget about your en-

emies and everyone becomes 

friends,” he said.
A large crowd filled with 

many young people turned out for 

Saturday’s Richmond Hill Phag-
wah Festival, which included a 
parade that wound its way along 
Liberty Avenue and 125th Street 
and featured floats, dancers, blar-
ing music and multi-colored con-
fetti.

Several vendors along the 
route played music from their 
stores or handed out fliers to pass-
ers-by to compete for business. 
The co-owner of a flea market 
along Liberty Avenue even went 
so far as to set up a microphone 
and speakers outside his shop 
and amplify his message asking 
people to stop in to check out his 
merchandise.

The owner, Hamid Moham-
med, said the parade makes for 
good business, and he saw a huge 
spike in sales during the event 
last year.

Another man who works at 
 a Chinese and Indian restaurant, 
Players, said the same.

“It helps all the businesses in 
our area,” Darshan Prashad said.

The parade culminated in a 
raucous celebration with music, 
dancing — and, of course, color — 

at Smokey Oval Park.
Nearly all the revelers had 

at least some powder on their 
faces or clothes, and many were 
drenched in color from head to 
toe. Some people filled water 
guns with colored water and 
playfully squirted others, while 
groups of mostly teens and young 
adults got lost in clouds of powder 
as they mischievously threw it 
at each other. A person walking 
through the crowd for five min-
utes was virtually guaranteed to 
have a smiling stranger walk up 
to them and smear power on their 
cheeks.

One young man who was 
running through the crowd with 
several friends and dusting the 
people they passed in color said 
he came to the parade every year.

He said he was having a good 
time, which is what Phagwah was 
all about.

“You have to enjoy every last 
bit of it,” Amil Heeraman said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Thousands of people fill the streets in Richmond Hill for the annual Phagwah pa-
rade. See more photos on Page 46. Photo by Christina Santucci
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study titled “Lifelong Bilingual-
ism Maintains Neural Effi ciency
for Cognitive Control in Aging,”
found that even though seniors
who spoke dual languages had
more brain atrophy due to Al-
zheimer’s, they were still able to
function better than individuals
with lower levels of atrophy who
spoke one language. Research-
ers believe that being bilingual
strengthens the brain’s capacity
for doing work, even if it is work-
ing at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as to
whether learning a second lan-
guage or moving to a foreign
country as an adult can providecc
the same level of cognitive advan-tt
tage as being bilingual from child-ttt
hood. However, learning a newhhh
anguage can help keep the brainllalaa

sharp. Many experts now believessss
earning a second language is nollllel

harder when you’re getting on inhhhhhhhah
ears than when you’re a child. yyyyyeyeeyyyy

There are different methods to
earning a new language:llleleleeeelee

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabulary

books from a child’s foreign lan-
guage class

• A foreign language tutor
• Vocabulary index cards
• Moving to a foreign country

and learning through immersion
Bilingual seniors have distinct

cognitive advantages over other
people who are monolingual. Urg-
ing children to learn a new lan-
guage or learning as an adult can
have profound effects on mental
abilities.  

Cognitive ability 
better among

BILINGUAL
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By Joanna R. Leefer

During the mid-
stages of my moth-
er’s Alzheimer’s 

disease, I visited her daily 
at the Brooklyn assisted 
living facility in which 
she lived. She resided on 
a special fl oor reserved for 
people with dementia. The 
activities offered in this 
unit were designed espe-
cially for people with vari-
ous levels of cognitive and 
physical disabilities.  

Wednesday was a spe-
cial day. Every Wednesday 
at 2 pm a local performer 
would lead the group in 
a sing-a-long hour. At the 
appointed time, every 
resident who could sit 
was guided into the ac-
tivity room and directed 
to a chair. Residents who 
were unable to walk were 
wheeled in on gurneys 
or wheelchairs. Most of 
these residents would set 
in stony-eyed silence until 
everyone was settled.

When the performer 
began playing an old song 
and invited the residents 
to sing along, they did!  As 
soon as the music started 
every person in the room 
sat up straighter and be-
gan to sing. They didn’t 
just mumble a few words, 
or hum, they sang every 
word of every single old 
song.  Their faces became 
animated. They clapped 
their hands, tapped their 
toes, and swayed to the 
music. They came alive!

One tall, stately man 
nicknamed “the General” 
was totally transformed 
by the music. He spent 
most of his day sitting by 
a window with his hands 
folded in his lap staring 
vacantly, oblivious to any-
thing going on around 
him. However, during the 
Wednesday sing-along, he 
would lift his head and in 
a clear, tenor voice, harmo-
nize to every song. After 
the concert was over, the 
residents quieted down, 
and slowly returned to 
their former selves. But in 

those 60 minutes the room 
was transformed into a vi-
tal chorus.

This is not an unusual 
occurrence. Scientifi c 
studies have shown that 
people with Alzheimer’s 
can remember through 
music. One reason for this 
transformation is that 
music is processed differ-
ently from verbal or writ-
ten information. Music is 
a whole-brain activity. It 
works on both the corti-
cal (i.e. the thinking part 
of the brain), and the sub-
cortical (i.e. the parts of 
the brain responsible for 
refl exive, non-thinking, 
and emotions). For this 
reason, people with de-
mentia are able to react to 
music on a different level. 

People with Alzheim-
er’s or other dementias 
lose the ability to recog-
nize family members or 
remember life events, but 
music memory often sur-
vives. Even people with 
advanced dementia are 
often stimulated by mu-
sic. In fact, studies are 
revealing that music can 
be used in several ways 
with Alzheimer’s patients, 
and they often respond to 
music when nothing else 
reaches them. Studies 
show that music can calm 
agitation and confusion in 
people with dementia. Mu-
sic appears to infl uence 
such processes as self-
esteem, and general well-
being. It can help manage 
stress and lift the spirits.

Music has a close rela-
tionship with unconscious 
emotions and our inner 
feelings that are mean-
ingful even if the person 
can’t remember who she 
is. Think about how listen-
ing to music effects your 
mood. Familiar songs of-
ten give us a vivid men-
tal picture of a specifi c 
memory.  Emotions and 
memory are linked, which 
is likely the reason mu-
sic can trigger memories. 

Moving in together is some-
thing typically associated 
with young couples, but more 

and more unmarried men and women 
over the age of 50 are choosing to co-
habitate. According to an analysis of 
2012 U.S. Census data conducted by 
the Performance Reference Bureau, 
roughly 10 percent of the 15.3 million 
opposite-sex unmarried cohabiting 
partners in the United States are be-
tween the ages of 55 and 64, while 15 
percent are between the ages of 45 and 
54.

Such fi gures indicate that living 
together as an unmarried couple is 
no longer exclusive to younger cou-
ples. The incentives for older, unmar-
ried couples to cohabitate are similar 
to those for younger ones, but older 
couples should heed a few fi nancial 
pointers before deciding to move in to-
gether.

Iron out the financial details 
ahead of time 

Young couples who move in to-
gether often do so as a precursor to 
getting married. Such couples do not 
typically have much in the way of fi -
nancial assets and, as a result, do not 
need to come to any formal agree-
ment regarding their fi nances. Older 
couples, however, might be bringing 
a more substantial fi nancial portfo-
lio into the relationship, and these 
fi nances can complicate matters. Be-

fore moving in together, older couples 
should document their fi nances and 
how household expenses — including a 
mortgage, if one exists — will be paid. 
Decisions regarding who will receive 
the tax breaks you might be eligible for 
when paying a mortgage should also be 
considered. Documenting your fi nan-
cial situation can protect your assets, 
should you break up. If these arrange-
ments are not documented, unmarried 
couples who break up could fi nd them-
selves in a contentious fi nancial battle 
not unlike couples going through a di-
vorce.

Maintain some financial 
independence

Older, unmarried men and women 
who choose to cohabitate with their 
partners should still maintain some 
fi nancial independence after moving 
in together. A joint checking or sav-
ings account might work down the 
road, but initially keep these accounts 
separate to avoid any disputes. Keep 
paying your own bills, including car 
payments and credit cards, at the on-
set as well.

Update certain documents 
and policies 

Upon your death, a partner with 
whom you cohabitate does not have 
the same legal rights of inheritance as 
would a spouse. As a result, it’s impor-
tant for unmarried individuals who 

cohabitate with their partners to up-
date their wills, especially if they have 
been cohabitating for an extended pe-
riod of time and want their partner to 
be taken care of in case of their death. 
In addition to updating information 
regarding benefi ciaries, older men and 
women might want to update certain 
information regarding their health, 
like who should take legal responsibil-
ity for medical decisions should one 
partner become incapacitated.

In addition to updating your will, 
update any existing life insurance pol-
icies and retirement benefi ts to include 
your partner if you so desire.

Discuss any changes with 
your family, especially any 

children
When you make changes to your 

will, those changes will affect your 
benefi ciaries. Upon making these 
changes, discuss them with your exist-
ing benefi ciaries so your partner does 
not have to deal with relatives whose 
feelings might be hurt upon your 
death. This might not be an easy dis-
cussion, but you will want your part-
ner to have your family as a support 
system upon your death.

Older, unmarried couples are 
choosing to cohabitate more and more. 
While the incentives to doing so are 
numerous, there are some precaution-
ary measures couples should take be-
fore moving in together.  

Financial tips for unmarried couples
More and more unmarried men and women over the age of 50 are choosing to cohabitate.

ELDERCARE TODAY

The power of music on 
Alzheimer’s patients

Continued on Page 56
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It is 2 a.m. and that cough and 
stuffy nose you have been battling 
are still keeping you up. You reach 

for the nighttime cold relief medicine 
only to fi nd it expired a few months 
ago. If you take a dose to ease your 
symptoms, will you be putting your-
self at risk?

This situation is a relatively com-
mon occurrence. Many medicine 
cabinets are stocked with over-the-
counter drugs as well as prescription 
medications that may be past their ex-
piration dates. It is a good idea to rou-
tinely discard expired medicines, but 
if you happen to take a drug that has 
passed its expiration date, you will 
most likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Harvard Medi-
cal School Family Health Guide, the 
expiration date on a medicine is not 
the dates when a drug becomes haz-
ardous. Rather, it marks the period 
of time after which a drug company 
can no longer guarantee the effi cacy 
of the medication. Since 1979, drug 
manufacturers selling medications in 
the United States have been required 
by the Food and Drug Administration 

to stamp an expiration date on their 
products. This is the date until which 
the manufacturer can still guarantee 

full potency of the drug. 
Expiration dates also may be a 

marketing ploy. Francis Flaherty, a 
retired Food and Drug Administra-
tion pharmacist, has said drug manu-
facturers put expiration dates on prod-
ucts for marketing purposes rather 
than scientifi c reasons. It doesn’t 
make fi nancial sense to a company to 
have products on the shelves for years. 
Therefore, most drug manufacturers 
will not do long-term testing on prod-
ucts to confi rm if they will be effective 
10 to 15 years after manufacture.

The U.S. military has conducted its 

own studies with the help of the Ad-
ministration. Food and Drug Admin-
istration researchers tested more than 
100 over-the-counter and prescription 
drugs. Around 90 percent were proven 
to still be effective long past the expi-
ration date — some for more than 10 
years. Drugs that are stored in cool, 
dark places have a better chance of 
lasting because the fi llers used in the 
product will not separate or start to 
break down as they might in a warm, 
humid environment. Storing medi-
cines in the refrigerator can prolong 
their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist cannot le-
gally advise consumers to use medi-
cation past an expiration date, most 
over-the-counter pain relievers and 
drugs in pill form should still be fi ne. 
Certain liquid antibiotics and drugs 
made up of organic materials can ex-
pire faster than others. For those who 
still want to err on the safe side, rou-
tinely clean out medications from cab-
inets once they expire. However, if an 
expired medication is taken by mis-
take, there’s little need to worry about 
potentially adverse effects. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Are expired medications still safe?

If an expired medication is taken by mistake, there’s little need to 
worry about potentially adverse effects.

Most over-the-counter 
pain relievers and drugs 
in pill form should still be 

fine past an expiration 
date. 

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

PROTECT 
YOUR HOME 

FROM MEDICAID:
COME IN 

FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION
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Over 65?

If you are 65 or older and have Medicare, Healthfirst has 
several low- and no-cost health insurance options for you.

Healthfirst has a variety of HMO plans available to people 
with Medicare who also qualify for extra help from 
a low-income subsidy program. With most Healthfirst  
Medicare HMO plans, you can enjoy enhanced vision, dental 
and hearing care—all with no copays—plus extras like free 
round-trip car service to and from your Healthfirst providers.

Even if you only have Medicare, with Healthfirst’s 65 Plus Plan 
(HMO) you could have benefits like a $0 monthly premium, 

generic prescription drug coverage (Part D), and a number of 
extra benefits (like the ones previously mentioned) with no 
or low copays not covered by original Medicare.

Need Long Term Care at Home?

If you now need ongoing medical care and your daily 
health needs have become harder to handle alone—but 
you’re not ready to go to a nursing home—wouldn’t you 
want medical and support services that allowed you to 
maintain your independence and stay at home?  

Brooklyn, NY 
 circa 1942

It’s a fact that everyone ages. And the older we get, the more medical care and help we may need. 
However, finding a company who not only provides reliable care, but also shows respect 

and compassion for its members, is often harder than it should be. That’s why you should know 
about Healthfirst, a company with nearly 20 years of experience caring for New Yorkers.  

A respected partner for providing quality care, Healthfirst offers more than just health insurance.  
With wellness programs, community events and classes, Healthfirst provides members  

with a range of health-related support options for every stage of life.

Your Health Plan
Should Change
 With You
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Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid program. 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan’s service area includes the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, and Nassau County. 
Plans may vary by county. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network,  
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
premium. Medicare Part B premium is covered for dual-eligible members with full Medicaid coverage. Premiums, copays,  
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of extra help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  
You may be able to get extra help to pay for your prescription drug premiums and costs. To see if you qualify for extra help, call: 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048, 24 hours a day/7 days a week; The Social Security  
Office at 1-800-772-1213 Monday through Friday between 7am and 7pm. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778; or Your State  
Medicaid Office.

H3359_MKT13_78 Accepted 02092013

Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options allow you to 
stay at home knowing that you’ll get the care you need when 
you need it. 

With Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options, 
you receive at-home medical care and support, with plans 
such as CompleteCare (HMO SNP) and programs offered 
by Senior Health Partners (a Healthfirst company).  
The key benefit of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care 
is coordinated care. What this means is Healthfirst  
provides you with a Care Management Team that consists 
of a registered nurse, a social worker and a support  
coordinator, who work together to organize and oversee 
every part of your care. By streamlining and managing  
your care, Healthfirst makes getting the care you need 
simple to get and easy to understand. Some of the benefits 
of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options are:

  Professional and reliable nurses and home attendants 
that deliver the care and support you expect

  Special services including assistance with personal  
hygiene, bathing, feeding, adult day health care,  
home delivered meals, and a personal emergency 
response system

  Easy application process with Enrollment Specialists 
ready to walk you through every step 

 Care management plans that fit your specific needs

At Healthfirst, we’re more than just a health insurance company. 
We’re a team of people who deeply care about our members, 
because life events are something we all have in common. 
And since nothing in life is more certain than change, we work 
hard to bring you quality health care options and wellness 
support that changes throughout your life when you do.

Questions? We’re Here to Help. 
To learn if a Healthfirst plan is right 
for you, call 1-855-855-4365 
(or TTY:1-888-542-3821 for the 
speech or hearing impaired), 
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm. 
Or visit HFlongtermcare.org.
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When the nest is 
empty and the 
kids no longer 

need fi nancial support, 
many men and women fi nd 
themselves with some ex-
tra money in their budget. 
Fewer mouths to feed and 
no more college tuition bills 
can give parents a sense of 
fi nancial freedom they may 
not have had since before 
starting their family. But 
that freedom can also lead 
to overspending, something 
that can put retirement in 
jeopardy if people are not 
careful.

Though it’s understand-
able for parents to splurge 
on a well-deserved getaway 
once the kids have fi nally 
left the house, it’s impor-
tant for adults to ensure 
that such splurging does 
not become routine. The fol-
lowing are a few ways those 
with some newfound dis-
posable income can avoid 
overspending and putting 

themselves in fi nancial hot 
water as they get closer to 
retirement.

Pay with cash 
whenever possible 

Swiping a debit card 
or credit card is certainly 
a convenient way to shop, 
but it can also be danger-
ous. Many people fi nd it 
diffi cult to keep track of 
their spending when they 
use debit cards or credit 
cards to make their pur-
chases. Using cash to make 
purchases, especially daily 
purchases like a morning 
cup of coffee, reduces the 
likelihood of overspending. 
This can help you get a bet-
ter idea of how much money 
you’re spending and if there 
are any steps you can take 
to curtail that spending. 

An effective way to use 
cash is to withdraw money 
from the bank once per 
week and use that as your 
weekly supply of money. If 

you fi nd yourself frequently 
running out of money each 
week, then you’re likely 
spending more than you 
should.

Keep a financial 
journal 

Men and women who 
must adapt to having new-
found disposable income 
may fi nd it is not much dif-
ferent from younger men 
and women learning to man-
age their money when they 
fi rst start working. Some of 
those lessons, like saving 
more than you spend, might 
need to be relearned. 

One way to get a grip on 
your spending is to keep a 
fi nancial journal to track 
your daily and monthly 
expenses as well as larger 
purchases, like a new tele-
vision. Write down the 
monthly expenses you know 
you have each month, such 
as a mortgage payment or 
a car note, and each and 

every purchase you make, 
including how much you 
spend on dining out each 
month. Do this for at least 
a couple of months. When 
you have logged several 
months’ activity, examine 
your journal to see if there 
are any expenses that can 
be trimmed to save money.

• Don’t go overboard re-
warding yourself. Once 
your last child has left the 
nest, the temptation to re-
ward yourself with a lux-
ury item or two might prove 
overwhelming. After all, 
raising a family and paying 
for college tuition has no 
doubt required substantial 
sacrifi ce on your part, so 
it’s well within reason that 
you want to reward your-
self after all these years. 
Avoid overdoing it so your 
fi nances aren’t stretched 
too thinly. A vacation with 
your spouse is reasonable, 
but buying a villa overseas 
might be a little over the 

top. Luxuries can be nice, 
but they can also drain a 
budget. Your monthly ex-
penses once the kids have 
moved out should be lower, 
so if you fi nd your cost of 
living has increased now 
that your nest is empty, 
you might be forced to de-

termine which of your ex-
penses are luxuries and 
which are necessities.

• Take advantage of your 
“experience.” Though ac-
cepting a “senior” discount 
might be a blow to your 
pride, it also can be a boon 
to your bottom line.

Simple ways to avoid overspending
ELDERCARE TODAY

Keep in mind that music can 
be stimulating or soothing. 
Depending on the person, it 
can bring on emotions from 
joy to irritation. People with 
dementia will vary in their 
response to music depending 
on which stage of the disease 
they are experiencing. It can 
also change from day to day.  

Music has become so 
recognized as helping older 
adults that in September of 
1992 the U.S. Senate passed 
the Music Therapy for Older 
Americans act into law. The 
law includes provisions for 
funding for music therapy 
with the elderly, recogniz-
ing the benefi ts music has on 
their mental health and emo-
tional health.

Musicandmemory.org is 
a nonprofi t group that pro-
motes music therapy. It sup-
ports the “iPod Project” to 
make music available to peo-
ple with dementia living in 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities. Donations of 
gently used iPods and MP3 
players are sought, and popu-
lar “old-time” music is loaded 

on the devices and taken to 
the facilities. 

Many nursing homes, in-
cluding the Cobble Hill Nurs-
ing Home in Brooklyn, have 
similar programs. A recent 
YouTube video, Alive Inside, 
shows a Cobble Hill resi-
dent, Henry, participating 
in this program. The video 
starts with Henry sitting 
in his wheelchair with his 
head hanging and his eyes 
closed. When a staff member 
places an iPod on his head 
and starts playing music, he 
is obviously moved. He be-
comes animated, opens his 
eyes, and speaks about how 
the music makes him feel.  

You can easily develop 
a music therapy program 
for your loved one with de-

mentia. If you are fortunate 
enough to know what kind 
of music he liked, start with 
that. The studies recommend 
songs from the patient’s era 
or lifestyle. For instance, if 
your loved one liked classi-
cal music, that’s most likely 
to have a more positive effect 
on him than country music. 
Typical songs used in many 
nursing homes include gos-
pel hymns and old time songs 
such as “She’ll be Coming 
Around the Mountain,” “You 
are my Sunshine,” and “Over 
the Rainbow.” It may take a 
little trial and error. Watch 
for clues in his facial expres-
sions and body language to 
try to determine the effect of 
the music. But one thing is 
for certain: music does make 
a difference in everyone’s 
life.  

Joanna Leefer is the 
founder of ElderCareGiving, 
an agency that helps families 
fi nd the right care for their 
frail loved ones. For more 
information on her service, 
log onto www.joannaleefer.
com. Her book, “Almost 
Like Home: A Family Guide 
to Navigating the Nursing 
Home Maze” will be avail-
able in May.

Continued from Page 52

MusicReady to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer 
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profi t senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fi tness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about 
United Lifeline — our personal 
emergency response service gives 
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living, 
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.fl ushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Find us on



BY PHIL CORSO

The view for those 
strolling along Rockaway 
Beach just became a bit 
more rounded, thanks to a 
new cultural center estab-
lished overlooking the At-
lantic Ocean.

City officials worked 
with the Museum of Mod-
ern Art to install the tem-
porary VW Dome 2 venue to 
attract more people — and 
eyeballs — to an area that 
was left devastated in the 
wake of Superstorm Sandy.

The dome will be home 
to various events from lec-
tures to art exhibitions 
throughout the spring, and 
kicked off its stay with a 
musical performance from 
Rockaway Beach resident 
Patti Smith.

Klaus Biesenbach, di-
rector of MoMA PS 1, said 
the new space was important 
for the storm-battered Rock-
aways to help the area move 
beyond Sandy by showcas-
ing its artistic community.

“It is a new beginning 
and we are all helping each 

other,” said Biesenbach, 
who also lives in the area. 
“It is a beautiful reason to 
be here.”

MoMA PS1 Board 
Chairwoman Agnes Gund 
told the crowd of supporters 
to keep artistic expression at 
the forefront of the recovery 
efforts for a more sustain-
able and beautiful future.

“We don’t pay enough 
attention to the arts,” Gund 
said. “What we have here is 
a wonderful environment 
with a great view that will 
bring people together. It’s 

important we let everyone 
know there is a place where 
art can be enjoyed.”

The VW Dome 2 got 
its name from Volkswagen, 
which donated the material 
making up the space’s white 
exterior shell. On one side, 
the dome opens up to al-
low for a scenic view of the 
beach and Atlantic Ocean.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) toured the new 
community space with op-
timism as he celebrated the 
new initiative as a means to 

force people to confront the 
Rockaways’ storm damage 
firsthand. He said the dome 
had potential to bring more 
people to the peninsula 
and hopefully spur a more 
sustainable recovery effort 
post-Sandy.

The councilman joined 
with Dorothy Lewandows-
ki, Queens commissioner of 
the city Parks Department, 
to celebrate the dome’s 
opening as a collaborative 
effort between city agencies 
and the community.

“This is not about say-

ing the job is done in the 
Rockaways,” Van Bramer 
said. “This is a cultural 
celebration used to remind 
people that the work is not 
finished and there is still so 
much to be done.”

Rockaway resident 
Timothy Curtin walked the 
few blocks from his home 
to the new cultural center 
and immediately got on the 
phone to invite friends and 
family to join him. Curtin 
said the dome was a breath 
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new cultural centercelebratesRockaway
A new cultural space overlooks the Atlantic Ocean in 
Rockaway Beach. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Answers in Sports

BY TATIANA CASTELLANOS

The Kupferberg Cen-
ter for the Arts presents 
the Off-Broadway pro-
duction of “De Novo,” 
the tragic true story of a 
teenage gang member and 
his attempt to start a new 
life.

De Novo is a legal 
term which means to begin 
anew and the Moon The-
ater Company’s 2010 play 
is based on real immigra-
tion court transcripts, in-
terviews and letters from 
the case of Edgar Chocoy, 
a 14-year-old Guatemalan 
whose only family was a 
gang. 

After realizing that 
he would rather play soc-
cer and video games than 
stealing and beating peo-
ple, Chocoy wanted out. 

The gang, however, would 
not let him leave without 
paying a pricey fine, which 
he did not have. 

In an attempt at a new 
life, Chocoy moved to Los 
Angeles, but was denied 
asylum by an immigration 
judge and was  soon sent 
back to Guatemala, only to 
be murdered 17 days after 
his return. 

The play will be at 
Long Island City High 
School, 14-30 Broadway, on 
April 12 at 6:45 p.m., and 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
79-01 Broadway, from April 
18 to April20 at 7 p.m. The 
April 19 performance will 
be in Spanish. 

Although the play is 
free, reservations must be 
made by calling the Kup-
ferberg Center box office 
at 718-793-8080.

Play recounts true story
of teen’s gang experience

Edgar Chocoy’s story is told in the play “De Novo,” which will be pre-
sented in Queens this month. Photo courtesy Queens College

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Guys and Dolls” 
Auditions – The Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center is 
holding auditions for the 
venerable musical fable of 
Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers 
are available with lots 
of speaking roles, solos, 
ensemble and dance roles. 
Please bring sheet music 
and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination 
and read lines from a 
script to be furnished at 
auditions. Singing a song 
from the show is permitted. 
Performances set for the 
fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 
7:30 pm; Thursday, June 6, 
7:30 pm

Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 
pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 
225-7382

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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EVENTS

Rainwater Harvesting for 
Community Gardeners and 
Homeowners - Join Lenny 
Librizzi from GrowNYC for this 
two-hour workshop covering 
stormwater management 
best practices for community 
gardeners and homeowners. 
Learn how to conserve water 
and help prevent pollution from 
stormwater by discussing topics 
such as rainwater harvesting, 
swales, rain gardens enhanced 
tree pits, permeable paving, 
and more. Information about 
sources for materials and how-
to tips will be discussed. Open 
for up to 30 participants.
When: Saturday, April 6, 11 am 
to 1 pm
Cost: Free with Garden Admission 
(pre-registration required)
Where: Queens Botantic Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Contact: education@
queensbotanical.org or (718) 
886-3800, Ext. 230

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 

charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Opening Weekend — Enjoy a 
weekend fi lled with fun and 
learning at QBG! Join us for 
garden tours, crafts, and meet 
Flora, QBG’s colorful mascot!
When: Daily, 8 am, from Saturday, 
April 6 to Sunday, April 7
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296 
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Yom Hashoah/Holocaust 
Memorial Day Program — The 
fi lm “Rescue in Scandinavia” will 
be shown, followed by a candle 
lighting ceremony.
When: April 7, 10:30 am
Where: Briarwood Jewish Center, 
139-06 86th Ave., Briarwood
Contact: (718) 657-5151

Holi Festival and Earth Day 
— Indian, Jewish, Chinese, 
Guyanese, Ecuadorian and 
Korean music and dancing.
When: April 7, 4 pm
Where: The Hindu Temple 
Society of North America, 45-57 
Bowne St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 460-8484

Lucky Draw 2013 — a one of a 
kind art raffl e guarantees that 
each and every ticket holder 
walks home with a work of 
art! This fast-paced one night 
event offers fi rst time and 
seasoned collectors access to 
artworks by top emerging and 
established talent. All proceeds 
benefi t SculptureCenter. Order 
of selection determined by 
random drawing. The draw will 
commence with a live auction.
When: Tuesday, April 9, 6 pm:  
reception, 7:30 pm: drawing
Cost: $500 each or 3 tickets for 
$1,350
Where: 44-19 Purves St., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: Sculpture-Center.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 61

GYROWORLDNYC.COM

Free Delivery
718-428-3800

Minimum order $10.00
Fax: (718) 428-3877

Open 7 days a week
10:30 am – 12:00 midnight

PARTY SPACE FOR UP TO 
50 PEOPLE ACCESSIBLE

Catering Available

10%OFF

CATERING SERVICES 
EXP. 5.5.13

20%OFF
ENTIRE BILL
MON. THRU THUR.  

ALL DAY
EXP. 5.5.13

$3.00OFF
ANY ORDER OF  
$30 OR MORE

DELIVERY ONLY 
 EXP. 5.5.13
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27.  Ancient Greek market
28.  Essay + a glass of  merlot
30.  Starting point
31.  Leave in the lurch
33.  Emulate Crosby
35.  Awakenings Oscar  
 nominee
38.  About 30% of  the Earth
43.  Holds tight
45.  Low grade?
49.  Traffic snarler
52.  Veranda
54.  Mediterranean island  
 nation
55.  Built-in airplane server
56.  Hardly more than
57.  Big cheese in Holland
59.  Mayor's domain
60.  "Trick" joint
61.  Really dry
62.  Baden-Baden is one
64.  Arena blaster

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Apr. 5-11, 2013

By Bill Deasy 

Play on Words

Across
1.  Cobra kin
6.  Lap of  luxury
10.  FX's The Americans topic
13.  Cousin of  aloha
14.  Reads quickly
16.  That Geller feller
17.  Hate + a Jet Blue 
 employee
19.  Outlaw
20.  Main course
21.  With distinction
23.  Be in a huff
25.  Cork locale
26.  19th hole
29.  Got off  the bottom?
32.  Mil. org. on campus
34.  Like good cheese
36.  Refine, as a skill
37.  Marble-cake pattern
39.  Weapon for Colonel 
 Mustard
40.  Capital of  Syria
41.  Portico for Plato
42.  Mustang not yet broken
44.  Key feature?
46.  Poetically black
47.  Nutmeg coat
48.  Remove, as paint
50.  Word with tail or back
51.  Links hazard
53.  Barbershop offering
55.  Couple
58.  Pants
62.  ___ Lanka
63.  Before + an NBC show
65.  Teflon item
66.  "Gedoudahere!"
67.  Unadulterated
68.  "OK," to Popeye

69.  Rope-fiber source
70.  One with a check
Down
1.  Like a neat bed
2.  City of  Yemen
3.  Diamond accessory?
4.  One side of  a turn-of- 
 the-century war
5.  Stocks and bonds
6.  Clairvoyant claim
7.  Related (to)
8.  ICBM's place
9.  Act the drama queen
10.  Renting option + a 
 Beatles song
11.  Implore
12.  ___ and yang
15.  Domestic flights?
18.  Saw things?
22.  Look without buying
24.  They come to court
26.  Pointed remark

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP IN SMOKE
S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

of fresh air for a commu-
nity that has been tested 
heavily over the last five 
months since the storm.

“It is so great for us to 
have something like this 
available after all this,” 
Curtin said. “I love seeing 

people coming together for 
the Rockaways. It’s impor-
tant.”

The dome already has 
a packed agenda of cultur-
al and artistic events over 
the coming months, in-
cluding a screening of an 
environmental documen-
tary on nearby Jamaica 

Bay scheduled for May 19.
“Culture and art 

are essential to the re-
covery of the Rockaways 
and we have a stake in 
the ground,” Van Bramer 
said. “We are invested in 
this community.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at 718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 57

Cultural Center

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What do James 
Cagney, Harry Houdini 
and Rosie Perez have in 
common? Well, at one 
time they all lived in 
Ridgewood.

Next week, 20 res-
taurants will set up 
temporary homes in 
this corner of Queens 
for the first Taste of 
Ridgewood. The event 
serves as a fund-rais-
er for the Ridgewood 
YMCA, 69-02 64th St.,  
and takes place on all 
three floors of its brand 
new state-of-the-art fa-
cility.

Residents can join 
their neighbors, com-
munity leaders and 100 of 
the nabe’s top philanthrop-
ic donors for this amazing 
event. 

It promises to be a fes-
tive evening filled with live 
music, lots of mingling and 
schmoozing and a mouth-
watering selection of ethnic 
cuisine — from Bosnian to 

Indian. 
“We were purpose-

ful about selecting diverse 
restaurants to showcase 
the multiculturalism of 
Queens,” said YMCA Ex-
ecutive Director Lakeisha 
Harris, who believes in 
strengthening the commu-
nity by working together 
with their neighbors to en-

sure everyone has an 
opportunity to enjoy 
everything the Y has to 
offer.

According to Har-
ris, this campaign al-
lows the Ridgewood Y 
to provide financial 
assistance, so families 
can send their children 
to camp, to preschool, 
or attain a family mem-
bership. It’s all about 
parents and children 
being able to spend 
quality time together, 
involved in physical ac-
tivity.

To purchase tick-
ets RSVP LaKeisha 
Harris at Lharris@
ymcanyc.org.

IF YOU GO:

Taste of Ridgewood
Thursday, April 11
6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Ridgewood YMCA
69-02 64th St.
Ridgewood, NY 

Sample all the fl avors of Ridgewood
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Third International Mother 
Language Day — Celebration 
featuring music from Bangladesh, 
North Africa/the Middle East and 
China. The keynote speaker will 
be Fabrice Jaumont, education 
attaché at the French Embassy’s 
New York headquarters. He 
oversees bilateral cooperation 
and secondary education 
partnerships. Additionally, he 
administers the French American 
Cultural Exchange Council’s 
French Heritage Language and 
Dual Language initiatives.
When: April 10, 2 pm
Where: LaGuardia Community 
College, 30-20 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City
Contact: 718-482-5985; www.
laguardia.edu

KIDS & FAMILY

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353; 
www.nyscience.org
Kids Walk-in Workshop — 
Families are invited to stop by the 
Bayside Historical Society’s castle 
on the fi rst Saturday of every 
month for games and crafts in the 
Step Back in Time Room.

When: Saturday, April 6
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave., Bayside
Cost: $3 per child
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 

am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

Scavenger Hunt — Join with 
the park rangers and search for 
clues and prizes.
When: April 7, 11 am
Where: Kissena Park, Rose and 
Oak avenues, East Flushing
Contact: (718) 846–2731; www.
nycgovparks.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

April First Friday — Join in an 
extended converstation with 
a museum educator, followed 
by a fi lm series featuring 
contemporary artists.
When: April 5, 5 to 8 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Cost: Pay-what-you-wish
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: noguchi.org

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand and 
industrial tools drawn from 
Noguchi’s belongings. A handful 
of his sculptures, fi nished and 
unfi nished, will be positioned 
throughout the exhibition as 
they relate to specifi c tools 
or processes, and a 1970 
documentary including footage 
of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through April 28
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., Astoria
Contact: 718-204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

Erasing Borders — An exhibi-
tion of visual art created by 
artists living and working in the 
U.S. whose origins can be traced 

to the Indian Subcontinent.
When: April 5 to May 12
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $5 (Suggested)/Members 
Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtown-
hall.org

Namaste - More than 20 
contributors explore the theme 
of respect using the South Asian 
word “namaste,” which means I 
bow to you, as a starting point. 
The exhibition includes art, lan-
guage, music and performances. 
When: April 8 to June 27
Where: Queens College Art Cen-
ter, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: www.queenscolleg-
eartcenter.org

EDUCATION

Torah Hour — Living with 
the Times. Finding relevant 
messages from the Chumash. 
A class focused on the Torah 
portions of Genesis. Learn the 
age old stories and teachings 
of our forefathers and their 
relevance to our daily lives.
When: Tuesdays at 7:30 pm
Where: Chabad LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

College Fair — You will have 
the opportunity to speak with 
representatives and counselors 
from dozens of programs, from 
the University of Hawaii to 
CUNY, state colleges, private 
programs, programs that will 
take you straight to a career 
and others that will lead to 
advanced degrees.
When: April 13, 10 am
Where: Langston Hughes Public 
Library, 100-01 Northern Blvd., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100; www.
queenslibrary.org

FILM

The Italian Americans — A 
nostalgic video presentation.
When: April 14, 5:30 pm
Where: Christ the King High 
School, 68-02 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 59

Fine Waterfront Italian Dining

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718-767-3100

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Cannot be combined with any other offers or specials. One Coupon 
Per Table Per Visit. Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. 
No Electronic Coupons Accepted. Expires 5/5/13.

($60 minimum)

Brunch 
Buffet 

by the Bay!

Thursday 
Night 

Live Jazz!
Full Bar Serving 

All Your Favorites!

Sundays
12 noon – 3pm
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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There are not many fair-
weather customers for North 
Shore Hardware owner Michael 
Steinberg, whose business flexes 
its muscles when Mother Nature 
is at her worst.

The Little Neck mom-and-
pop shop has existed for almost 
40 years, a period in which Stein-
berg said he saw a lot of changes. 
A warming climate put a shift in 
his clientele’s shopping habits, so 
Steinberg said he and his crew 
have learned to be ready for any-
thing.

“Last year was one of the 
hottest years on record, but our 
prices didn’t rise,” Steinberg 
said. “Weather directly impacts 
our sales here.”

Manager David Mendez said 
North Shore Hardware shined the 
brightest in the wake of intense 
weather, when its inventory is at 
the highest demand. After Super-
storm Sandy battered her way up 
the East Coast, North Shore man-
agement said locals were flooding 
the shop for the essentials.

“You really can’t adapt to the 
changes in the weather,” Stein-
berg said. “You need to be stocked 

at all times.”
Even during an in-between 

period such as mid-March, North 
Shore Hardware was stocked for 
all the seasons. On one side of the 
store, shovels line the shelves in 
preparation for an unexpected 

last-minute snowfall. Just a few 
feet away, however, a broad ar-
ray of gardening necessities sat at 
the ready for the coming summer 
months.

North Shore Hardware was 
originally established in nearby 

Great Neck, L.I., when Steinberg’s 
father William opened the busi-
ness. Since moving to Little Neck, 
the store owner said he saw North-
ern Boulevard’s entrepreneurial 
landscape ebb and flow dramati-
cally while his shop remained a 

stable institution, providing him 
with a loyal following.

And because he lives in 
nearby Bayside, Steinberg said he 
has a handy finger on the pulse of 
northeast Queens’ needs.

“We give our customers ser-
vice and experience,” Steinberg 
said. “That’s why they come 
back.”

Wife Candy Steinberg said 
North Shore Hardware has be-
come known as more than your 
typical hardware shop, where 
someone might go for their rou-
tine handy essentials. She said 
the shop had its roots firmly 
planted in Little Neck and has 
learned how to be there for its 
customers.

“This isn’t just a hardware 
store. It’s a variety store,” she 
said. “It has everything. We’re 
more than just tools.”

North Shore Hardware oper-
ates out of 252-11 Northern Blvd. 
in Little Neck and is open seven 
days a week. For more informa-
tion, the store can be reached by 
phone at 718-229-2101.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Little Neck merchant nails customer service
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

Quinn DREAM Act town hall packs LaGuardia CC
BY REBECCA HENELY

A town hall hosted 
last week by City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) at LaGuar-
dia Community College’s 
Little Theater on immigra-
tion reform and the state 
DREAM Act drew so many 
people that press and sev-
eral others hoping to attend 
were turned away at the 
door.

A Quinn staffer said 
the small space, at the col-
lege’s E Building, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave. in Long Is-
land City, was crammed 
March 28 with more than 
200 people. The March 28 
event was the first in a 
three-part series of town 
halls on immigration re-
form across the city.

“The state of New York 
has a long legacy of cham-
pioning equal educational 
opportunities,” Quinn said 
in a statement. “As the im-
migration debate comes to 

the forefront of the national 
spotlight, New York must 
once again take the lead on 
this important issue.”

The state Legisla-

ture has been mulling its 
own version of the federal 
DREAM Act, one of which 
was proposed by state As-
semblyman Francisco 

Moya (D-Jackson Heights). 
New York’s version would 
make some state un-
documented immigrants 
eligible to receive state fi-

nancial aid for higher edu-
cation. Students must have 
attended a high school for 
two years and graduated or 
obtained a general educa-
tion diploma in New York, 
enroll in a state college or 
university and meet the 
state tuition assistance pro-
gram requirements.

“At this town hall and 
in kitchen table conversa-
tions across the state, the 
momentum for a New York 
state DREAM Act is con-
tinuing to grow,” Moya said 
in a statement.

The town hall had 
the support of numerous 
Queens elected officials as 
well as some immigration 
advocates in the borough. 
Make the Road New York, 
based in Jackson Heights, 
has helped young immi-
grants sign up for Deferred 
Action, an executive order 
by President Barack Obama 
granting them relief from 
deportation proceedings.

“The New York state 

DREAM Act must become 
a reality during this year 
since it is morally wrong to 
deny talented undocument-
ed students the right of 
equal education and equal 
opportunity, when the only 
thing we want to do is to 
support and improve our 
new home, United States,” 
Katherine Tabares, a youth 
leader for the organization, 
said in a statement.

LaGuardia Communi-
ty College has several pro-
grams geared toward help-
ing immigrant students 
and newcomers, including 
an English language center 
and a center for immigrant 
education and training.

“At the college, we 
strive to open the doors of 
higher education and create 
opportunities for all,” said 
LaGuardia President Dr. 
Gail Mellow in a statement. 
“Passage of the DREAM Act 
will permit our students to 
realize their academic and 
career dreams.”

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (c.) speaks on a panel discussing immigration reform at 
LaGuardia Community College. Photo courtesy City Council
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Queens was again 

home to some of the city’s 
best players and teams. 
Archbishop Molloy was the 
premier squad in the bor-
ough, powered by a special 
group of seniors. The Stan-
ners won the school’s first 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
regular season title.

Christ the King was 
again a force. Mary Lou-
is, St. Francis Prep and 
Francis Lewis have bright 
futures ahead. Scholars 
Academy brought home 
Queens’ lone city title, 
beating division rival Ja-
maica for its third straight 
PSAL Class B crown.

Here are the play-
ers who made it happen 
and deemed the best in 
Queens:

All-Queens Player 

of the Year: Carolyn 

Gallagher, Archbishop 

Molloy

The Columbia-bound 
senior put a big finish on 
her final high school sea-
son. Gallagher scored 23 
points a contest during the 
Stanners 10-game winning 
streak late in the year and 
added a 19-point perfor-
mance in a win over St. 
Anthony’s in the CHSAA 
Class AA state quarter-
finals. What makes Gal-
lagher great isn’t the flash 
in her game, but the con-
sistency of it, especially at 
the free throw line.

All-Queens Coach 

of the Year: Scott Lagas, 

Archbishop Molloy

Molloy re-established 
itself as one of the city’s top 
programs during Lagas’ 
two seasons. This year he 
led the Stanners to their 
first CHSAA Brooklyn/

Queens regular season 
title and a spot in the dioc-
esan title game. Lagas has 
done so by improving his 
depth by getting his bench 
players valuable minutes 
and placing his players in 
a position to succeed each 
time they take the floor.

All-Queens First 

Team

G Sierra Calhoun, 
Christ the King

The talented junior 
was again one of the best 
players in the city. There 
isn’t anything Calhoun 
can’t do on the court and 
she has worked to improve 
her mid-range game. Her 
best performance came 
when she dropped in 30 
points in a loss to Ossin-
ing.

F Kadijah Dickson, 
Mary Louis

The sophomore was 
a breakout player in the 
CHSAA this season. Dick-
son’s length and athleti-
cism made her tough to 
cover and force on the 
boards. She has 29 points 
in a win over St. Francis 
Prep and a key three-point 
play to seal an upset of 
Nazareth.

G Veronica Ganzi, St. 
Francis Prep

Being the focus of de-
fenses isn’t easy. The se-
nior shooting guard han-
dled it well by averaging 
16 points per game, includ-
ing 29-point performances 
against St. Dominic and 
St. John Villa. Ganzi ex-
panded her offensive game 
and bought in on defense.

G Amani Tatum, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The James Madison-
bound guard is one of the 
city’s toughest competi-
tors. Tatum is smart with 

the ball and is a much-
improved outside shooter. 
Her finest hour came in 
the first-place tiebreaker 
game where she scored 
13 of her 21 points in the 
fourth quarter.

F Kollyns Scarbrough, 
Christ the King

The junior forward 
burst onto the scene in a 
big way this season. She 
became the second scor-
ing option behind Sierra 
Calhoun and produced 
consistent double doubles, 
including 19 points and 
15 rebounds in a win over 
Ford late in the year.

All-Queens Second 

Team

F Taylor Butigian, 
Christ the King

The senior forward 
came on strong as the sea-
son drew to a close. Buti-
gian, was a double-double 
waiting to happen. She had 
13 points, 10 rebounds and 
seven blocks in a win over 
Bishop Ford and 19 points 
in season-ending loss to 
Moore Catholic.

F Sierra Green, Fran-
cis Lewis

Green proved she has 
a bright future ahead of 
her. The freshman wing 
and superb outside shoot-
er scored 15.9 points per 
game during the regular 
season. She helped Lewis 
to a second-place finish 
and a spot in the PSAL 
quarterfinals.

G Simone Hobdy, Mary 
Louis

Hobdy showed she 
was ready for prime time 
a year after leading TMLA 
to the CHSAA JV city title. 
The junior guard is an 
explosive scorer and an 
underrated defender. She 
dropped in 25 points in a 

loss to Christ the King.
F Kayla Hourany, St. 

Francis Prep
As Hourany’s con-

fidence grew, so did her 
production. The bruising 
junior forward averaged 
17 points and 14 rebounds 
over the Terriers’ final 
seven games. She scored 
29 points in a loss to St. 
Joseph Hill and Fairfield-
bound forward Kelsey 
Carey.

G Nyasha Irizarry, 
Archbishop Molloy

The junior with a high 
basketball IQ was a dead-
eye spot-up shooter. She 
hit a number of big shots 
for the Stanners, includ-
ing free throws late to seal 
a win over St. Anthony’s in 
the playoffs. Expect more 
from her next season.

Honorable Mention

G Sierra Berkel, 
Townsend Harris

G Laquasia Berry, Ja-
maica

G Taliyah Brisco, 
Francis Lewis

G Jasmine Brunson, 
Bayside

F Imani Davis, Forest 

Hills

Gallagher picked best in boro
Stanners forward tops TimesLedger All-Queens girls’ basketball team

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Archbishop Mol-

loy baseball team is keep-
ing former Coach Jack 
Curran in their hearts, on 
their jerseys and in their 
dugout as they get set to 
begin the program’s first 
season without him in 55 
years.

The Stanners took the 
field at home last weekend 
for a scrimmage game with 
Iona Prep with his No. 5 on 
the back of all their prac-
tice jerseys and the bucket 
he used to sit on, vacant in 
front of the bench in mem-
ory of Curran, who died in 
his sleep March  . A small 
black No. 5 will be worn on 
their game uniforms.

“It’s always a remind-
er that he is always watch-
ing us, he’s always there,” 
senior second baseman 
and pitcher Chris Piteo 
said of the bucket. “Always 
keep him in mind. You look 
there and you think that’s 
where coach would be.”

Just a few weeks ago 
the players expected the 
82-year-old Curran, who 
earned more career wins 
than any baseball coach 
in the country, to be back 
with the team after rehab-
bing a broken kneecap. 
Instead, they had to tough 
through going to his funer-
al together. There is still a 
sense of shock around the 

program as they begin to 
focus on baseball.

“I’m still looking over 
my shoulder waiting for 
him to come out,” said 
acting head Coach Brad 
Lyons, who is also math 
teacher at the school. “I 
don’t think it’s really sunk 
in yet.”

The former Maryland 
standout was an assistant 
under Curran for the last 
two seasons. Former Stan-
ners star Matt Rizzotti 
and longtime assistant 
Brother James Vagan join 
him. They have been run-
ning the team since Cur-
ran hurt himself in early 
March.

“We all like Lyons. We 
all like Rizzotti,” senior 
ace Greg Boyle said. “They 
both know what they are 
taking about.”

No one has been given 
the job permanently yet as 
Molloy must post the job 
opening and let them and 
others apply before nam-
ing a new coach. Rizzotti 
just finished a six-year ca-
reer in the minor leagues 
and is happy to be back at 
his alma mater. They are 
only concerned with the 
present.

“We are just trying to 
do what we think is right 
in the footsteps of Coach,” 
Rizzotti said. “We aren’t 
worried about that. We 
just want to keep the kids 

Molloy starts season 
after Curran’s death

Molloy pitcher Mike Fuchs takes the mound for the Stanners. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued on Page 68CAROLYN GALLAGHER

Continued on Page 68
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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There was a hint of de-
fiance in the voice of Mets 
manager Terry Collins, the 
type you like to hear before 
an Opening Day game for a 
club with not much expect-
ed of it.

He was asked about 
the optimism about the 
organization’s future and 
how to change the culture 
from looking to compete to 
expecting to win. Collins in 
his third season at the helm 
believes that’s already be-
gun. The New York Mets 
have never used the term 
rebuilding, though it’s been 
a gradual overhaul of the 
team’s roster.

Collins doesn’t plan on 
waiting to win.

“This is the Major 
Leagues,” he said. “I’m not 
going to ever sit there and 
say, ‘Well, we are going to 
be the whipping boys for 
the rest of the league while 

we wait for our young play-
ers.’ That’s not what’s going 
to go on here.”

The question and an-
swer brought to the fore-
front the awkward, wait-
and-see feel to Opening Day 
2013 at Citi Field that in-
cluded a number of empty 
seats despite an announced 
sellout. There are no expec-
tations of division titles or 
trips to World Series. Those 
may come soon enough.

For now, it’s about 
playing as hard and as well 
as this group can in a load-
ed National League East 
and see where things go. 
So far, so good after an 11-2 
drubbing of the San Diego 
Padres during which the 
Mets collected 13, including 
a grand slam from outfield 
addition Collin Cowgill in 
the seventh inning. Collins 
hopes it’s a start to making 
fans believe.

“One thing we are try-
ing to do is establish cred-
ibility among our fans, get 
them as excited as they 
were last year,” Collins 
said. “We want to finish it 
off this year.”

Despite what Collins 

says, this year is also about 
finding out who is good 
enough to help the team in 
2014 when general manager 
Sandy Alderson’s plan is 
expected to really begin to 
come together.

Top pitching prospect 
Matt Harvey is in the Mets 
starting rotation and it’s 
expected to be a key piece 
this year. Right-hander 
Zach Wheeler is in AAA 
and catching prospect Tra-
vis d’Arnaud, who was ac-
quired in a deal for pitcher 
R.A. Dickey, will begin the 
year in the minors. That’s 
the future along with Capt. 
David Wright, Opening Day 
starter Jonathan Niese and 
hopefully guys like Ike Da-
vis, Lucus Duda and Rubin 
Tejda.

“They are certainly 
on the way,” Collins said of 
the team’s young players. 
“There is a light at the end 
of the tunnel here. When 
they start getting here, it’s 
going to be a really interest-
ing team here the next few 
years.”

This year, though, let’s 
wait and see.

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Mets manager aims to excite 
fans after overhaul of roster

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep 

couldn’t have asked for a 
better start to a year where 
it believes it can change its 
recent fortunes in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens soft-
ball.

The Terriers began 
their league season with a 
come-from-behind 6-3 win 
over rival and four-time 
defending champion Arch-
bishop Molloy at Cunning-
ham Park March 27. St. 
Francis Prep, which was 
swept in the finals by the 
Stanners each year during 
their reign, used a three-
run top of the sixth inning 
to retake the lead for good.

“It’s the best feeling,” 

catcher and cleanup hitter 
Kelly Licul said. “The chal-
lenge is always for us to 
[play] Molloy. It feels good 
that our opener is against 
them and we won.”

The sophomore was 
a big reason why, collect-
ing four hits, driving in a 
run and scoring one. Her 
lead-off double to left cen-
terfield gap got the top of 
the sixth started. She is 
the anchor to a lineup that 
returned senior shortstop 
and leadoff hitter Dan-
ielle Cervasio, classmate 
Tara O’Rourke, Briana 
Emanuele, Jessica Menna 
and Theresa Armano, who 
had a double and an RBI 
against Molloy.

“She’s coming into her 

own,” said Terriers Coach 
Ann Marie Rich of Licul.

Armano will be the 
ace, replacing Nicole Lo-
mangino. She did enough 
against Molloy to get the 
win, hitting her spots and 
changing speeds. Arma-
no, allowed just three runs 
in the fifth, scattered five 
hits, struck out four and 
walked six. She got out of a 

bases-loaded, one-out jam 
in the third and stranded 
two in the bottom of the 
seventh.

“[I thought], ‘Just 
keep going,’” Armano said 
of the final inning. “I can’t 
let [runners] get in my 
head.”

St. Francis Prep fea-
tures plenty of veterans, 
but an infusion of talented 
youth also. Rich is happy 
to start three of the four 
freshmen she’s brought 
up, the most during her 
tenure. Menna’s sister 
Juilanne and Monica Zhi-
vanaj both started in the 
outfield and Taylor Russo 
was at second base. It has 
Rich excited for this year 
and beyond.

“It’s a talented group 
all around, but four fresh-
man girls playing on varsi-
ty, it’s a dream,” she said.

Molloy is looking to 
benefit from an infusion 
of youth also after los-
ing stars Maria Palmeri, 
Dana Moss and Victoria 
Goldbach to graduation. 
It still returned seniors 
Taylor Moss, Theresa Con-
way and Fallon McCarthy 
to lead an inexperienced 
group that includes five 
underclassmen.

“I’m very confident 
we will be a different team 
at the end of the season,” 
Stanners Coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum said. “They 
will learn and progress 
and will we see what they 

can do.”
Junior Alexandria 

Yule, who also hit fourth, 
was solid in the circle and 
held a 3-2 lead after five in-
nings. She, Amanda Zeni 
and junior varsity starter 
Tiffany Wayte will also 
work to earn the title of 
ace in the circle.

“Whoever steps up 
will get the job,” Rosen-
baum said. “I think they 
are all capable of doing it.”

St. Francis Prep be-
lieves it is capable of fi-
nally unseating Molloy as 
champions.

“I think this year we 
can take it all,” Licul said. 
“All 15 of us, if we work to-
gether, we can take it this 
year.”

St. Francis Prep opens season with high hopes 
Terriers’ beat defending CHSAA champs in come-from-behind win in fi rst league game at Cunningham

St. Francis Prep pitcher 
Theresa Armano winds up. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY MIKE MORTON
 
With Louisville and 

Syracuse winning in the 
Elite Eight, two players 
from Queens will be fea-
tured in the Final Four 
next weekend.

Archbishop Molloy 
guard Russ Smith scored 
a game high 23 points for 
No. 1-seeded Louisville 
Sunday night, while lead-
ing the Cardinals to an 
85-63 victory over No. 2 
Duke. It will be the second 
straight Final Four for the 
junior guard.

“It’s so hard to get 
here, and it’s really no 
comparison,” Smith said. 
“This year is definitely 
special.”

Sunday’s game was es-
pecially difficult for Smith 
after witnessing a grue-
some injury to teammate 
Kevin Ware, whose lower 
right leg snapped and 
broke through the skin af-
ter he attempted to block a 
shot in the first half. The 
image of his fallen team-
mate was a tough one for 
Smith to overcome.

“When he landed, I 
heard it. I’d heard it, and 
then I’d seen what hap-
pened come out, and I im-

mediately just — just like 
fell,” he said. “And I almost 
didn’t feel nothing, and it 
was, it was really hard for 
me to pull myself together, 
because I didn’t ever think 
in a million years I would 
see something like that. 
And that happened, espe-
cially, to a guy like Kevin 
Ware, I was completely 
devastated.”

Going into the half 
with a 35-32 lead, Smith 
said it was clear what the 
Cardinals had to do in the 
second half: win for Ware.

“Don’t lose this game 
for Kevin Ware,” Smith 
said of the halftime locker 
room talk. “That was the 
main — that was the sum-
mary. That’s it, really.”

Top-seeded Louisville 
will take on this year’s 
Cinderella, No. 9 Wichita 
State, in the Final Four 
Saturday at 6:09 p.m. at the 
Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

Southerland powers 

Cuse in semifinals: Ben-
jamin Cardozo alumnus 
James Southerland led No. 
4-seeded Syracuse past No. 
3 Marquette 55-39.

The senior forward 
led the Orange in scor-
ing with 16 points. None 
of those shots were bigger 

than a three-pointer that 
came with 2:23 left in the 
game to give the Orange 
a 50-36 lead. Southerland 
knew the shot was going 
in from the moment it left 
his fingertips.

“Every shot I take 
feels good, so I don’t think 
anything’s going to miss,” 
he said.

The Orange will play 
No. 4 Michigan April 6 at 
8:49 p.m. at the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta.

Molloy alumnus 

Larranaga, Miami fall 

in Sweet 16: Miami Coach 
Jim Larranaga, a former 
player at Molloy, saw his 
No. 2-seeded Hurricanes 
fall 71-61 to Marquette 
March 28. Miami, despite 
the loss won the ACC regu-
lar season and post-season 
titles in Larranaga’s sec-
ond season at the helm.

CK’s Smith, Louis-

ville upset top-seeded 

Baylor: Former Christ 
the King guard Bria 
Smith scored 13 points and 
grabbed seven rebounds to 
help the Cardinals knock 
off defending champion 
Baylor and Brittney Gri-
ner 82-81 in the Sweet 16 of 
the NCAA women’s basket-
ball tournament Sunday.

Queens stars head to Final 4
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G Alexa Dietrich, 
Archbishop Molloy

F Robyn Francis, 

Francis Lewis
G Taylor Gallagher, 

Scholars Academy
F Jessica Glaz, Schol-

ars Academy
G Carla Marfe, St. 

John’s Prep

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE
 
Mike Jerzembeck 

shared a bullpen with 
Mariano Rivera and 
played under Joe Torre as 
a member of the 1998 New 
York Yankees World Se-
ries championship team, 
yet he cites his recently de-
ceased high school Coach 
Jack Curran as the biggest 
influence in his baseball 
career. Upon receiving the 
news of the death of his 
mentor, Jerzembeck was 
filled with emotion from 
his formative years.

“When I heard of his 
passing, a lot of memories 
flashed through my mind. 
My years at Molloy and 
playing for Coach Curran, 
I don’t think there is a day 
that goes by that I don’t 
think about something of 
those four years at Molloy,” 
said Jerzembeck from his 
home in Charlotte, N.C.

Jerzembeck, a Queens 
Village native, was a 1991 
graduate of Archbishop 
Molloy, where he played 
three years of varsity 
baseball for Curran. He 
found his coach, who was 
a former pitcher in the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and 
Philadelphia Phillies orga-
nizations, not only skilled 
in the technical aspects of 

the game, but a master at 
shaping young minds.

“He was the type of 
guy you admired and you 
wanted to prove that you 
were a good player. Part of 
his whole plan as a coach 
was to make you not like 
him too much while you 
played for him so you could 
prove to him that you were 
better than he thought you 
were,” said Jerzembeck. “I 
think that was all part of 
his plan to get the most out 
of you.”

All of the psychologi-
cal tactics that Curran 
had for his players were 
just further attempts to 
prepare them for the obsta-
cles they would face both 
on and off the field. While 
Jerzembeck didn’t always 
enjoy Curran’s methods, 
looking back, he can see 
how it prepared him as 
he advanced through the 
college and professional 
ranks.

“I tell people all the 

time, the hardest years of 
my athletic career were 
high school,” he said. “I 
played in college at North 
Carolina and with the Yan-
kees in the big leagues, and 
the hardest times physi-
cally and mentally were 
high school.”

After elbow surgery 
in 1995 left his career in 
limbo, he found himself 
struggling in the recov-
ery process. Jerzembeck 
sought Curran’s council 
and visited him for advice. 
His former coach encour-
aged him to persevere.

“He told me, ‘Do not 
give up; play as long as 
you can. You should play 
until they kick you off the 
field,’” said Jerzembeck. It 
was a concept that didn’t 
sink in for Jerzembeck un-
til his career ended: One 
can only play the game so 
long and when it’s done, 
there’s no coming back.

During our 15-minute 
conversation, Jerzembeck 
downplayed his time as 
a member of the Yankees 
1998 World Series cham-
pionship team to focus on 
the privilege of playing 
for Curran. Playing at 
Molloy was a tremendous 
source of pride for him, 
as he knew he was part of 
a select group that Cur-

ran deemed talented and 
tough enough to wear the 
uniform.

Curran’s goal was 
farther reaching than 
churning out professional 
athletes. He intended to 
help his players grow as 
individuals through the 
lessons they learned by 
playing the game. It was a 
life he devoted to helping 
these young men succeed 
that passed through the 
doors of the Briarwood 
school.

“When you went to 
Molloy and you played 
for Coach Curran, you 
became a man when you 
graduated,” said Jerzem-
beck.

JACK CURRAN

BY ROB ABRUZZESE

The St. John’s baseball 
team competed in its first 
NCAA Super Regional last 
year after being crowned 
the Big East conference’s 
regular season and tour-
nament champions.

The expectations are 
a bit different this year 
after the Red Storm lost 
four players in the MLB 
Amateur Draft and are 
now dealing with a more 
inexperienced squad, es-
pecially in the pitching 
staff where they have 10 
freshman, the third most 
of any Division I team in 
the nation.

One of those fresh-
men, Ryan Horstman, held 
Cincinnati to no earned 

runs on just three hits over 
seven innings during a 7-4 
victory that helped the 
Red Storm take the rubber 
game of the series at home 
Saturday afternoon.

“We have a lot of fresh-
man arms and there are 
going to be some good days 
and some bad days, some 
good innings and some 
bad innings,” Red Storm 
Coach Ed Blankmeyer 
said. “Ryan struggled a bit 
early, but he settled down 
after the second and put to-
gether some good innings 
for us.”

In the second inning, 
Horstman was getting hit 
hard. Fortunately some of 
the balls were hit right at 
outfielders, but one barely 
eluded center fielder Mar-

tin Kelly’s outstretched 
glove for a three-base 
error. The runner, who 
scored on a sac fly to give 
Cincinnati a 1-0 lead, was 
the only one to score in 
that frame.

When Horstman came 
out in the third inning, his 

demeanor was like a total-
ly different pitcher.

“It was a turning 
point,” she said. “It got me 
to refocus and it gave me 
an idea of how to pitch to 
them. I’m used to being 
more of a strikeout pitcher, 
but the coaches here get on 

my case for that and try to 
get me to pitch to contact 
more.”

The team’s offense 
struggled early on this 
season before turning 
around recently. The bats 
were awake in this game 
as the Red Storm (10-15, 
2-4) scored in four consec-
utive innings and broke it 
open in the fifth inning to 
establish a 6-1 lead.

Alex Caruso, who 
went 3-for-4 with a run and 
an RBI, started the fifth 
off with a single and was 
driven in by Kelly. Frank 
Schwindel, who had two 
hits, a run scored and two 
RBIs, singled and Sean 
O’Hare got the big two-run 
RBI double.

“A big part of why we 

were struggling was be-
cause early on we didn’t 
get too much time on the 
field,” Schwindel said. 
“We were taking BP in 
the cage, but baseball is a 
whole different game out-
side. We just needed to see 
the ball more.”

Blankmeyer, who is 
now just 13 wins shy of be-
ing the winningest base-
ball coach in program 
history, was happy for the 
win, but still sees a team 
that has work to do.

“There has been a 
little improvement,” said 
Blankmeyer. “We’re still 
seeing mistakes and we’re 
not where I expect this 
team to be just yet. We’re 
getting there.”

on the right track.”
For this group of play-

ers, that means winning a 
city championship for Cur-
ran. The Stanners have 
the talent to do so, start-
ing with a strong pitching 
staff anchored by Boyle, 
Piteo and Donovan Armas, 
who are headed to Hofstra, 
Maine and Villanova. 
Mike Fuchs, James Mc-
Cleary and Karl Kaessin 
will also see time on the 

mound,
Michael Rodgers is 

back at catcher, Danny 
Giatan is at shortstop and 
John Young starts at first 
base. Liam Slattery will 
roam centerfield.

They are all fueled by 
the desire to make Curran 
proud and keep the pro-
gram’s tradition of excel-
lence alive.

“We just have the 
extra drive to win it all,” 
Boyle said. “We knew we 
had a good team this sea-
son. Now we have to do it 
for coach this year.”

Continued from Page 65

All Queens

Red Storm look to rebuild with freshmen players

Yankee pitcher praises Coach Curran
Continued from Page 65

Molloy

St. Johns’s players gather on the mound before the game. 
Photo by William Thomas
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bribe party officials to get 
a certificate, according to 
a longtime member of an 
insurgent faction in the 
Queens Republican Party.

“Some people raise 
money for the party or they 
contribute to the party’s 
coffers,” said lawyer Tom 
Ognibene. “There is a fun-
damental difference.”

The complaint, a docu-
ment that details evidence 
gathered by the FBI, reads 
like a Hollywood script, 
with Smith allegedly bro-
kering deals in restaurants 
and hotel rooms to get on 
the mayoral ballot and Hal-
loran allegedly eyeing job 
titles like deputy police 
commissioner or deputy 
mayor in a fantasy Smith 
administration.

At one point, Smith is 
recorded in a restaurant 
telling Halloran, who had 
allegedly finished negotiat-
ing several bribes, “You’ve 

been busy.”
In another instance 

where Halloran allegedly 
accepted illegal campaign 
contributions and agreed 
to steer taxpayer money to 
a fake company, he raised 
his glass with a man secret-
ly working for the FBI, who 
said, “Pleasure doing busi-
ness with you.”

“I think there is much 
more to this story,” Smith’s 
attorney, Gerald Shargel, 
said Tuesday. “I ask any-
one reading this or reading 
about this to withhold judg-
ment. We intend to enter 
a plea of not guilty if and 
when an indictment is re-
turned.”

Kevin Ryan, spokes-
man for Halloran, said 
the lawmaker is “looking 
forward to clearing his 
name.”

The entire case re-
volved around two people 
working with the FBI: a 
Rockland developer who 
was acting as a cooperating 
witness and an undercover 
agent posing as a wealthy 
real estate developer.

Smith allegedly tried 
to use these two people and 
Halloran to bribe the GOP 
leaders. First he prom-
ised the undercover agent 
and the cooperating wit-
ness that he would direct 
$500,000 in state transpor-
tation funds to a Rockland 
project he thought was real, 
but was in fact fabricated 
by the feds, the complaint 
alleged. In exchange for the 
state money, the duo would 
pay for and carry out the 
bribes.

The pair then enlisted 
the help of Halloran, who in 
a series of recorded meet-
ings, allegedly did the leg 
work of sorting out which 
counties could be bought 
and how much to pay them, 
the complaint said.

In an unrelated inci-
dent, Halloran also pledged 
to steer $80,000 to a shell 
company operated by the 
cooperating witness and 
the undercover agent in 
exchange for cash bribes 
and fake donations to his 
unsuccessful 2012 congres-
sional campaign, which he 

lost to U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside).

“You can’t do anything 
without the f-----g money,” 
Halloran was recorded say-
ing to one of them during a 
Sept. 7 meeting at a Man-
hattan eatery. “Money is 
what greases the wheels — 
good, bad or indifferent.”

James McClelland, 
chief of staff to Republican-
turned-Democrat Council-
man Peter Koo, of Flush-
ing, said Halloran’s claim 
that he could steer $80,000 
of city money to a fake 
company set up by the FBI 
seemed far-fetched.

“That would raise a 
big red flag,” McClelland 
said, citing the lengthy 
vetting process and large 
amount of paperwork a re-
cipient — almost always a 
nonprofit — would need to 
complete to get city discre-
tionary funds, which more 
typically are doled out in 
parcels of several thou-
sands dollars and not close 
to $100,000.

Continued from Page 4

Scandal

ery charges were levied 
against him. First elected 
to the Council in 2009, Hal-
loran had been known to 
practice Theodism, a pre-
Christian pagan religion, 
but the councilman largely 
played down his heathen 
background during that 
election, with Halloran 
stating at the time he had 
always believed in God and 
was raised in a traditional 
Irish Catholic family.

His time as council-
man has featured surpris-
ing revelations. After a 
massive storm dumped 
close to 20 inches of snow on 
the city in December 2010, 
Halloran contended that 
city Sanitation Department 
supervisors called for a de-
liberate work slowdown in 
order to put Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in a bad light.

And just last month, 
Halloran revisited the con-
troversy and said the may-
or had taken his remarks 
out of context.

“At the time, my state-
ments were unfortunately 

distorted into criticism for 
the hardworking DSNY em-
ployees and I was wrong to 
not fight more forcefully to 
clear up the record,” Hal-
loran said in March.

In June 2011 the city 
Department of Investiga-
tion issued a report say-
ing their interviews with 
more than 150 witnesses 
had found no basis for Hal-
loran’s slowdown claims.

Halloran’s record in 
law and order goes back to 
his pre-Council days, when 
he was a partner at Queens 
and Long Island law firm 
Palmieri, Castiglione & 
Halloran. And while some 
news reports said Hal-
loran claimed to be a for-
mer NYPD officer, police 
spokesman Paul Browne 
said the councilman was 
merely a cadet in the early 
1990s, a fact the council-
man has stated on numer-
ous occasions in his press 
releases and interviews.

Halloran’s arrest is 
the latest in some recent 
bad news for the council-
man.  Halloran, who is in-
volved in a personal bank-
ruptcy case, is struggling 
with thousands of dollars 
in debt. According to the 

criminal complaint, Hal-
loran needed the alleged 
bribe money to pay for his 
mortgage.

And although Hal-
loran owed money to the 
Campaign Finance Board 
for his 2009 Council race, 
both the board and Hal-
loran’s spokesman said 
Tuesday those questions 
had been resolved.

“Fines were assessed 
which have been paid, be-
cause they were simply de-
ducted from the matching 
funds that were owed to 
the campaign,” said Kevin 
Ryan, Halloran’s spokes-
man. “The councilman’s 
opponent did not disclose 
all his spending in the 2009 
race, which delayed a full 
accounting and meant that 
the Halloran campaign did 
not receive all the matching 
funds to which it was enti-
tled. There were also some 
administrative oversights. 
All of this led to some late 
filing, for which there were 
some penalties. But it was 
all cleared up and that race 
is now laid to rest.” 

Halloran, who had a 
brain tumor removed last 
year, stands to lose the pow-
er to allocate cash during 

the remainder of his tenure 
as councilman. Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) said next 
week the full Council will 
vote to strip Halloran of 
all committee assignments 
and to remove his power to 
make any funding alloca-
tions in his district.

Quinn’s office will 
handle the funding for his 
district with the head of the 
Queens delegation.

Prior to his arrest, 
Halloran was one of eight 
Council members to join in 
a fund allocation process 
known as participatory 
budgeting, where constitu-
ents decide and vote on how 
to spend a large portion of  
the discretionary funds. 
Ryan said the councilman 
remains a part of this pro-
gram and balloting would 
go on as planned through 
Saturday. 

“If the allegations 
against Sen. Smith and 
Council member Halloran 
are true, they represent an 
outrageous abdication of 
the public trust and should 
be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law,” Quinn 
said.

Continued from Page 5

Halloran

• State Comptroller 
Alan Hevesi was sen-
tenced in April 2011 to four 
years in prison, but he was 
released after 20 months. 
Hevesi approved a $250 mil-
lion pension investment in 
exchange for nearly $1 mil-
lion in benefits from a Cali-
fornia businessman named 
Elliott Broidy.

•  Assemblyman An-

thony Seminerio was sen-
tenced in February 2010 to 
six years behind bars after 
he was convicted of influ-
ence peddling and taking 
more than $1 million in 
payments from entities do-

ing business with the state. 
He died in prison in Janu-
ary 2011.

• Assemblyman Brian 

McLaughlin was sen-
tenced in May 2009 to a 
decade in prison and a fine 
of $25,000 on racketeering 
charges. McLaughlin em-
bezzled and used fraud and 
bribes to take money from 
borough taxpayers, labor 
unions and contractors — 
including a Queens Little 
League team.

•  City Councilman 
Dennis Gallagher was 
fined $160 in March 2008 af-
ter he admitted to forcibly 
touching a woman in his 
office while intoxicated. He 
was initially charged with 
sexual assault.

Continued from Page 5

Gallery 

bribery accusations against 
Smith, Halloran, Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone and three others.

“The system lends it-
self to corruption. Even 
if you’re not doing actual 
bribes, it’s the fact that 
member items are being 
used to promote candida-
cy, which is not how they 
should be distributed,” 
Avella said. “I try and do 
the best I can, but I can’t 
control what goes on be-
yond me.”

Graziano, a Flushing 
activist and urban plan-
ning consultant, has had 
his public spats with Hal-
loran through  the years 
over issues such as commu-
nity preservation and land-
marking. The Democratic 
challenger said he would re-
serve his judgments on the 
councilman’s charges until 
his case is resolved, but in-
sisted Halloran’s name was 
certainly wounded.

When asked if he 
thought the scandal would 
virtually hand the Council 
seat to whichever Demo-
cratic candidate wins the 
primary in September, Gra-

ziano said he thought there 
was a very good chance.

Shafran, a Bayside 
native who most recently 
served in Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s administration, 
weighed in on the big news, 
calling the charges serious 
and disturbing.

“Public service is a 
privilege and violations 
of the public’s trust can-
not be tolerated,” Shafran 
said. “Anyone involved in 
this scandal should imme-
diately come clean because 
the people deserve to know 
the truth so justice can be 
done.”

Vallone, an attorney 
also seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination, said he 
hoped to see the entire sto-
ry come into public view for 
all to hear.

“The corruption charg-
es against Dan Halloran are 
very troubling,” he said. “If 
these allegations prove to 
be true, this conduct is an 
egregious violation of the 
public’s trust and those 
who are found guilty in 
this scheme should be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4
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Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

according to an application 
submitted to CB 7 on be-
half of the property owner, 
Richard Xia.

Xia’s development 
company, X & Y Develop-
ment, is applying for some-
thing called a variance and 
a special permit from the 
city to build the structure, 
and the proposal is set to be 
heard at a board meeting 
next week.

“All told, the requested 
variance is meritorious,” 
Mitchell Ross, Xia’s lawyer, 
said in the application. “It 
is reasonable, modest and 
necessary.”

The proposed building 
is divided into two parts. 
Near the back of the proper-
ty, away from Union Street, 
an 18-story tower will house 
222 hotel units, according 
to the application, though 
members of CB 7 said the 
number is now less.

The structure also fea-
tures a large, nine-story 
base that will house a medi-
cal facility called the North 

Queens Medical Center, 
which will be in the front 
right off Union Street.

The medical center 
was included in the origi-
nal plan from several years 
ago at the behest of EDC, ac-
cording to the proposal.

The cellar of the build-
ing will have room for 239 
parking spots, though that 
number may not be set 
in stone, according to the 
board.

But the developers are 
claiming that in order to 
get a reasonable return on 
their financial investment, 
they need to circumvent 
two New York City zoning 
laws, one which has to do 
with buildings rising into 
territory controlled by the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and the other with 
the site’s proposed use as a 
hotel.

In the application, Ross 
said the footprint of the lot 
is abnormally narrow. A 
building’s maximum size is 
regulated by many factors, 
one of which is called floor 
area ratio. This number 
dictates in total how many 
square feet a building can 
be.

Because of the nar-
rowness of the lot, Ross 
contends, the building will 
not use up all of its allowed 
floor space unless it builds 
into an area regulated by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. That area is 
subject to the FAA’s over-
sight due to its proximity 
to the flight path of planes 
using LaGuardia Airport, 
although in this case the 
height complies with the 
city’s zoning laws.

The developer also 
claims that offering stan-
dard residential apart-
ments in the tower would 
not give them enough eco-
nomic return, due to the 
constant airplane noise 
from LaGuardia Airport 
takeoffs and departures. 
Instead, Xia is petitioning 
the city to allow him to 
build a hotel, even though 
it is not allowed by zoning 
regulations.

Their argument is that 
residents would not pay 
money to live in high-end 
apartments that were con-
stantly bombarded with 
airplane noise, but hotel 
guests who know they are 
staying near an airport 

Continued from Page 1

Hotel

night about new leadership, 
Ulrich floated the name 
of former U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner, who won an upset 
victory against the Queens 
Democrat-backed state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) to fill the 
seat of disgraced Rep. An-
thony Weiner. Turner has 
proven to be a popular and 
noncontroversial figure in 
Republican circles, accord-
ing to Queens GOP mem-
bers.

“If I’m drafted, I’ll 
serve,” Turner said. “This 
isn’t a job I want to cam-
paign for. But if there is a 
consensus that this would 
be the right way to go, I’ll 
do it without any strings at-
tached.”

But acting Queens 

GOP Chairman Phil Ragu-
sa said the party was doing 
fine, since Tabone acted 
without authority from the 
Queens GOP and has since 
resigned.

“The Queens County 
GOP is alive and well,” he 
said. “We are going to be do-
ing the things that we are 
supposed to do, and that is 
to field candidates and get 
good-quality Republicans 
elected.”

 The party had endorsed 
billionaire John Catsima-
tidis — who had employed 
Tabone on his campaign 
and as legal counsel at his 
company — in the mayoral 
race. But while Tabone pub-
licly backed the grocery 
store magnate, he allegedly 
took $25,000 in bribe money 
to help get Smith get on the 
Republican ticket. Since 
Smith is a Democrat, he 
needed a certificate called 
a Wilson Pakula from at 

least three of the five GOP 
county leaders in the city to 
run on their line.

Tabone was captured 
on tape saying he essen-
tially ran the Queens party, 
but according to Ragusa he 
would not be able to sign a 
Wilson Pakula.

“He couldn’t do it. He 
would have to have come to 
me, and I definitely would 
not have signed a Wilson 
Pakula,” Ragusa said.

Catsimatidis said he 
had been aware of the in-
vestigation, had cooperated 
with feds and Tuesday fired 
Tabone from the campaign 
and suspended him without 
pay from his company, Red 
Apple Group.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4
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