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BY JOE ANUTA
 

Community Board 7 is set to hear a pro-
posal to construct a gleaming 18-story tower 
in downtown Flushing that needs special per-
mission from the city to pierce LaGuardia Air-
port’s flight path zone.

The tower, called Eastern Mirage, has 
been planned for 42-31 Union St. for years, and 

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A town hall hosted 

last week by City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) at LaGuar-
dia Community College’s 
Little Theater on immigra-
tion reform and the state 
DREAM Act drew so many 
people that press and sev-

eral others hoping to at-
tend were turned away at 
the door.

A Quinn staffer said 
the small space, at the col-
lege’s E Building, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave. in Long Is-
land City, was crammed 
March 28 with more than 
200 people. The March 28 
event was the first in a 

three-part series of town 
halls on immigration re-
form across the city.

“The state of New York 
has a long legacy of cham-
pioning equal educational 
opportunities,” Quinn said 
in a statement. “As the im-
migration debate comes to 
the forefront of the nation-

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens Republicans were 
shocked to learn a leader of their 

organization and City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) were allegedly involved in 
a bribery scheme to get state Sen. 

Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) on the 
GOP mayoral ticket, and many 
said Tuesday’s arrests signaled a 
need to change the party’s leader-

ship.
But current Republican 

brass contend the party is not on 
life support and that Queens GOP 
Vice Chairman Vince Tabone not 
only acted on his own, but alleg-
edly promised something he did 
not have the power to deliver.

The charges of wire fraud 
and bribery against Halloran and 
Tabone are just the latest blemish 
on the party’s reputation. A po-
litical coup led by a long-running 
insurgency rocked GOPers in 
February when a group of Repub-
lican Council members installed 
members at the city Board of 
Elections against the wishes of 
the county leadership.

But, oddly enough, Tuesday’s 
arrests have left many party mem-
bers upbeat about the future.

“The party is in ruins right 
now,” said longtime Queens Re-
publican Party member James 
McClelland. “But I think this is 
the start. The base of the party 

BY STEVE MOSCO

A resident of Forest Hills 
Gardens came home one night in 
February and immediately knew 
something was not right.

“There was a strange feeling 
in the house,” said the resident, 
who did not want her name men-
tioned. “Then I saw the back door 
wide open.”

That particular resident had 
jewelry stolen from her home, 
making her one of nine residents 
in Forest Hills to be burglarized 
in an unsettling pattern from Feb-
ruary through the end of March.

In light of the recent break-
ins, the 112th Precinct decided to 
hold a special community council 
meeting Tuesday night at Our 
Lady of Mercy, at 70-01 Kessel St., 
to quell fears and remind resi-
dents that they, too, can play an 
integral part of the investigation.

Capt. Thomas Conforti, com-
manding officer for the 112th 
Precinct, along with other offi-
cers and representatives from the 
Queens district attorney’s office, 
opened the floor to nearly 200 res-
idents, who packed the meeting.

18-story glass tower in Flushing 
could pierce air space for LGA
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Crowd packs Dream Act panel
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Qns GOPers want new leaders
 Rank-and-fi le expects party to emerge from ruins after corruption scandal

Break-in rash
takes its toll  

in Forest Hills

HAPPY HOLI

Dian Ramdass (l.) from Trinidad leads a contingent of revelers during the annual Phagwah parade in Richmond Hill. See story on Page 8.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (c.) 
speaks on a panel discussing immigration 
reform at LaGuardia Community College. 

Photo courtesy NYC City Council

See related coverage
PAGES 3, 4
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pregnancyforlifenyc.com

you can
change a

child’s future.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A Rosedale office 

building with ties to a con-
victed felon notorious for 
his shady deals throughout 
the borough went for $24 
million when it was sold 
through a bankruptcy-ap-
proved deal in January.

In the transaction 
brokered by Cushman and 
Wakefield, New Jersey-
based Ivy Equities shelled 
out $24.25 million for the 
230,000-square-foot Cross 
Island Plaza in Rosedale, a 
three-story office building 
with tenants such as Ve-
rizon and U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services.

“On its face, given the 
location, this transaction 
had widespread appeal and 
attracted a great deal of 
attention. However, the of-
fering was very complex,” 
Cushman Executive Vice 
President Gary Gabriel 
said. “The financial and 
leasing information was in-
complete, and the legal pro-
cess slowed the transaction 
process considerably as the 
auction date approached.”

The building’s seller, 
Block 12892 Realty Corp., 
was headed by Georgia 
Kontogiannis, whose hus-
band, multimillionaire 
businessman Thomas Kon-

togiannis, was sentenced to 
nine years in prison after 
he pleaded guilty in 2010 for 
his role in a massive mort-
gage-fraud scheme.

Thomas  Kontogian-
nis purchased and subdi-
vided Edgewater Develop-
ment in College Point and 
staged sales of the proper-
ties financed by mortgage 
loans. He directed others 
to concoct phony loan files 
to make it seem as if the 
properties were being pur-
chased by qualified hom-
eowners when, in fact, he 
was really selling the prop-
erties to family members 
and employees who were 
acting as straw buyers.

The mortgages were 
even backed by sham ap-
praisals showing finished 
homes when the buildings 
were not even constructed 
 or  had phony addresses. 
Kontogiannis directed his 
conspirators to make the 
monthly payments on the 
mortgages so they would 
not become delinquent.

But the payments 
ceased in 2007 as Kontogi-
annis was embroiled in a 
scheme to launder bribes to 
California U.S. Rep. Randy 
Cunningham, a plot for 
which he was sentenced to 
more than eight years in 
prison in 2008.

As a result of Kontogi-
annis’ mortgage plot, CW 
Capital initiated a foreclo-
sure action against Block 
12892 Realty last year, and 
the company voluntarily 
filed for bankruptcy in an 
attempt to keep its assets to-
gether and attract the high-
est bidder possible.

In addition to his mort-
gage-scam bust Thomas 
Kontogiannis has had two 
other criminal convictions 
over the last 20 years.

He was arrested in 
2000 for receiving more 
than $2 million in a scheme 
involving District 29 Super-
intendent Celestine Miller 
to rig bids for computer con-
tracts for southeast Queens 
schools.

 The charges against 
Kontogiannis and Miller 
were eventually reduced to 
misdemeanors after they 
agreed to return the money 
they made from the scam.

He was also arrested 
nearly 10 years earlier on 
charges of bribing a U.S. of-
ficial to help acquire a visa 
for a Greek citizen, result-
ing in a $2,000 fine and five 
months’ probation.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Rosedale building with ties 
to NE Queens conman sold

Cross Island Plaza was sold by a company with ties to a Queens con man earlier this year in a bank-
ruptcy-approved deal. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY STEVE MOSCO

As federal agents led 
outspoken City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) out of his home in 
handcuffs early Tuesday, 
he reportedly remarked 
that he “had no idea” why 
he was being arrested.

But soon enough ev-
eryone, including Halloran, 
would learn why the gov-
ernment came calling so 
early in the morning. The 
councilman was charged 
in a bribery scheme to get 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) onto the Repub-
lican ticket in the race 
for mayor and both were 
nabbed amid revelations of 
alleged kickbacks centering 
around the senator’s desire 
for the mayor’s office.

According to the crim-
inal complaint filed by the 
Manhattan U.S. attorney’s 
office, Halloran envisioned 
himself as the deputy 

police commissioner or 
deputy mayor in Smith’s 
administration, and the 
councilman was charged 
with corruption, bribery 
and several counts of fraud. 
He and Smith both face a 
maximum sentence of 45 
years in prison if convicted 
of all charges.

Many considered Hal-
loran a controversial elect-
ed official before any brib-
ery charges were levied 

against him. First elected 
to the Council in 2009, Hal-
loran had been known to 
practice Theodism, a pre-
Christian pagan religion, 
but the councilman largely 
played down his heathen 
background during that 
election, with Halloran 
stating at the time he had 
always believed in God and 
was raised in a traditional 
Irish Catholic family.

His time as council-

man has featured surpris-
ing revelations. After a 
massive storm dumped 
close to 20 inches of snow on 
the city in December 2010, 
Halloran contended that 
city Sanitation Department 
supervisors called for a de-
liberate work slowdown in 
order to put Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in a bad light.

And just last month, 
Halloran revisited the con-
troversy and said the may-
or had taken his remarks 
out of context.

“At the time, my state-
ments were unfortunately 
distorted into criticism for 
the hardworking DSNY em-
ployees and I was wrong to 
not fight more forcefully to 
clear up the record,” Hal-
loran said in March.

In June 2011 the city 
Department of Investiga-
tion issued a report say-
ing their interviews with 
more than 150 witnesses 
had found no basis for Hal-

loran’s slowdown claims.
Halloran’s record in 

law and order goes back to 
his pre-Council days, when 
he was a partner at Queens 
and Long Island law firm 
Palmieri, Castiglione & 
Halloran. And while some 
news reports said Hal-
loran claimed to be a for-
mer NYPD officer, police 
spokesman Paul Browne 
said the councilman was 
merely a cadet in the early 
1990s, a fact the council-
man has stated on numer-
ous occasions in his press 
releases and interviews.

Halloran’s arrest is 
the latest in some recent 
bad news for the council-
man.  Halloran, who is in-
volved in a personal bank-
ruptcy case, is struggling 
with thousands of dollars 
in debt. According to the 
criminal complaint, Hal-
loran needed the alleged 
bribe money to pay for his 
mortgage.

And although Hal-
loran owed money to the 
Campaign Finance Board 
for his 2009 Council race, 
both the board and Hal-
loran’s spokesman said 
Tuesday those questions 
had been resolved.

“Fines were assessed 
which have been paid, be-
cause they were simply de-
ducted from the matching 
funds that were owed to 
the campaign,” said Kevin 
Ryan, Halloran’s spokes-
man. “The councilman’s 
opponent did not disclose 
all his spending in the 2009 
race, which delayed a full 
accounting and meant that 
the Halloran campaign did 
not receive all the matching 
funds to which it was enti-
tled. There were also some 
administrative oversights. 
All of this led to some late 
filing, for which there were 
some penalties. But it was 
all cleared up and that race 
is now laid to rest.” 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
In the wake of state 

Sen. Malcolm Smith’s (D-
Hollis) bribery scandal, In-
dependent Democratic Con-
ference leader Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein (D-Bronx) stripped 
the embattled lawmaker of 
his committee assignments 
and leadership position 
within the state’s coalition 
government and in a final 
blow suggested Smith step 
down from the perch from 
which he had long coveted 
positions of power.

Hours after Smith was 
arrested early Tuesday on 
charges he conspired to 
bribe Queens and Bronx 
Republican leaders in or-
der to get on the GOP ticket 
in the mayoral race, Klein 
released a statement say-
ing Smith’s participation 
in the alleged scheme had 
“breached the trust of the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference.”

“These are very seri-

ous allegations that, if true, 
constitute a clear betrayal 
of the public trust. As a re-
sult of these charges, I have 
made the decision to strip 
Sen. Smith of his commit-
tee assignments and of his 
conference leadership posi-
tion,” Klein said in a state-
ment.

“I trust that the U.S. 
attorney’s office will act ex-
peditiously to resolve this 
matter and to ensure that 
justice is served,” he con-
tinued. “Finally, given the 
level of criminality alleged, 
I believe that Sen. Smith 
should seriously consider 
whether or not he can con-
tinue to effectively serve 
his constituents.”

After joining the IDC 
late last year in a power-
sharing agreement with 
Senate Republicans, which 
kept the Democrats from 
having control over the 
upper chamber, Smith was 
rewarded with several 
committee assignments, 

including vice chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee 
and co-chair of the Senate’s 
Bipartisan Task Force on 
Sandy Recovery.

He was also appointed 

to the Transportation Com-
mittee, from which he al-
legedly promised to steer 
$500,000 to a Rockland 
County road project in or-
der to finance his mayoral 

ambitions.
Southeast Queens’ 

Bishop Charles Norris, 
who was irate over Smith’s 
move to the IDC and at least 
once publicly called on him 
to resign, was less combat-
ive Wednesday when asked 
if he thought Smith should 
step down.

“I have to leave that for 
him,” Norris said. “South-
east Queens will have to 
recover from what he has 
been accused of doing.”

“It’s a sad situation 
for him and his family,” he 
added. “I know him and his 
family very well.”

Smith, who worked as 
a real estate developer prior 
to his political career, came 
up under the tutelage of the 
Rev. Floyd Flake, the in-
fluential southeast Queens 
minister and a former con-
gressman.

Smith went to work in 
as a congressional aide in 
Flake’s office in 1986 and 
was eventually elected to 

the state Senate in 2000. 
He rose to the height 

of Senate majority leader 
when Democrats took con-
trol of the upper house in 
2009, but he was replaced 
by current Majority Coali-
tion Co-leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Rockville Centre) after 
the “Gang of Four” Demo-
cratic lawmakers staged a 
political coup that eventu-
ally ousted him from the 
leadership role despite his 
early cooperation. Three of 
the four — Sens. Carl Kru-
ger, Hiram Monserrate and 
Pedro Espada — have been 
convicted of corruption.

Smith’s name has been 
mentioned in connection 
with other scandals, in-
cluding a bid-rigging plot 
to land the Aqueduct En-
tertainment Group a multi-
billion-dollar contract for a 
racino in Queens and dona-
tions that allegedly disap-
peared from a non-profit 
Smith founded to help Hur-
ricane Katrina victims.

The press swarms City Councilman Dan Halloran after he leaves 
federal court Tuesday. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) and state Sen. Malcolm Smith at-
tend a street-renaming ceremony for the late Tom White. The two 
were arrested and charged in a bribery scam.

Halloran under pressure to pay off heavy personal debt

Smith’s career shaped by large ambitions
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 
For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People
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Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

EVERY WEEK AT FREE SYNAGOGUE
SABBATH EVENING SERVICE

Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 
The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Tuesdays at 7:30pm

RABBI MICHAEL WEISSER’S ADULT EDUCATION CLASS
Wednesdays at 7:30pm

ADULT ED: HEBREW III (Reservations required)
Thursday at 7:30pm through June 13

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS
Saturday, April 6 at 10am  --  Tot Shabbat   

Sundays, April 7 & 21 -- Hebrew Class at 10:00am & Family Education at 9:30am 
Every Wednesday at 5pm -- B’nai Mitzvah Class

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

APRIL 2013 SPECIAL EVENTS
Fri., Apr. 5 Shabbat Service -Yom HaShoah Commemoration 
 In Memory of the Victims of Evil .........................................................8:00 p.m.
Fri., Apr. 12 Shabbat & Yom Ha-Atzama-ut 
 (Israel Independence Day Service) ...................................................8:00 p.m.
Sun., Apr. 14 Sisterhood Luncheon ...........................................................................12:00 noon 
 with Guest Speaker author Anne Hosansky discussing her 
 book, “10 Women of Valor”
 Members: $7;  Non-Members: $10 (Reservations required)

Fri., Apr. 19 Sheldon Harnick Birthday Party .........................................................8:00 p.m.
 Join us as we celebrate the 89th birthday of Broadway’s fi ne lyricist, Sheldon 
 Harnick, known for his landmark musical, Fiddler On The Roof and The Rothschilds

Sun., Apr. 21 Brotherhood Lunch & Movie ............................................................12:00 noon 
 “A Light for Greytowers – a musical produced specifi cally for 
 ultra-orthodox women who would otherwise never see a fi lm.
 In English. Members: $5;  Non-Members: $7 (Reservations required)

Wed., Apr. 24 Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi: “Counting of the Omer” ...... 12:00 noon
Fri., Apr. 26 Shabbat Dinner – Please Reserve .......................................................5:00 p.m.
 Service Follows at 7:00pm  
 Members: $10;  Non-Members: $15; All children (5-12): $5 (Reservations required)

SPECIAL EVENT:  
Flushing Jewish Community Council  (FJCC) Presents Storytelling Workshops

Thursdays, April 4, 11, 18 & 25 at  6:15pm – 8pm   Cost:  Free
Join the conversations, led by nationally acclaimed Greek-American storyteller Barbara Alprantis, a long-time 
member of the FJCC Multi-cultural Committee.  The series will run for three sessions, followed by a showcase 

presentation on April 25 for participants’ family, friends and the community

BY PHIL CORSO

Scandal surrounding 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) had 
the borough buzzing this 
week as his Democratic 
challengers looked ahead 
to November.

Halloran, who was 
charged with being part 
of a bribery scheme to rig 
the city’s mayoral race, 
has been readying his re-
election campaign as the 
opposition duked it out to 
determine who would chal-
lenge him.

His Tuesday morning 
arrest sent shock waves 
through his 19th Coun-
cil District in northeast 
Queens and has left its big 
players wondering how the 
area will be represented by 
year’s end.

Halloran was arrested 
along with state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) in 
what federal prosecutors 
described as a grand plot 
to bribe the senator’s way 
onto the mayoral ballot as a 
Republican. Both lawmak-
ers face up to 45 years in 
prison if convicted.

Halloran spokesman 
Kevin Ryan said the coun-
cilman denied the allega-
tions and was confident he 
would be vindicated, but 
would not say whether he 
planned on remaining in 
the race.

Democratic challeng-
ers Paul Graziano, Aus-
tin Shafran, Paul Vallone 
and recently dropped-out 
candidate Matthew Silver-
stein weighed in on how 
Halloran’s arrest might 
affect the district moving 
forward. John Duane, a 
former state assemblyman, 
has been raising money in 
the race but did not com-
ment on his potential oppo-
nent’s charges.

According to a Queens 
Democratic source, the par-

ty believes this may spur 
other potential Democratic 
candidates to re-examine 
the race and possibly run 
since the corruption case 
has weakened Halloran as 
an incumbent.

Vallone was the only 
current contender in the 
mix for the Democratic 
primary to challenge Hal-
loran in 2009. He received 
the third-most votes, be-
hind Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
and Kevin Kim, who won 
the spot but lost in the gen-
eral election.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) used to represent 
the 19th District as a mem-
ber of the Council before 
Halloran was elected and 
said he obviously did not 
support his successor for 
office.  He also said he was 
not surprised to learn of the 
bribery accusations against 
Smith, Halloran, Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone and three others.

“The system lends it-
self to corruption. Even 
if you’re not doing actual 
bribes, it’s the fact that 
member items are being 
used to promote candida-
cy, which is not how they 
should be distributed,” 
Avella said. “I try and do 
the best I can, but I can’t 
control what goes on be-
yond me.”

Graziano, a Flushing 
activist and urban plan-
ning consultant, has had 
his public spats with Hal-

loran through  the years 
over issues such as commu-
nity preservation and land-
marking. The Democratic 
challenger said he would re-
serve his judgments on the 
councilman’s charges until 
his case is resolved, but in-
sisted Halloran’s name was 
certainly wounded.

When asked if he 
thought the scandal would 
virtually hand the Council 
seat to whichever Demo-
cratic candidate wins the 
primary in September, Gra-
ziano said he thought there 
was a very good chance.

Shafran, a Bayside 
native who most recently 
served in Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s administration, 
weighed in on the big news, 
calling the charges serious 
and disturbing.

“Public service is a 
privilege and violations 
of the public’s trust can-
not be tolerated,” Shafran 
said. “Anyone involved in 
this scandal should imme-
diately come clean because 
the people deserve to know 
the truth so justice can be 
done.”

Vallone, an attorney 
also seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination, said he 
hoped to see the entire sto-
ry come into public view for 
all to hear.

“The corruption charg-
es against Dan Halloran are 
very troubling,” he said. “If 
these allegations prove to 
be true, this conduct is an 
egregious violation of the 
public’s trust and those 
who are found guilty in 
this scheme should be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Dem Council hopefuls  
size up Halloran race

Visit us on www.Timesledger.com

A spokesman for 
Halloran would not 

say whether he 
planned to remain 

a candidate.
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For the fourth consecu-
tive year, a nationwide sur-
vey has proclaimed Queens 
the healthiest county in 
New York City.

Queens also came in as 
the 19th healthiest among 
New York state’s 62 coun-
ties, with the Bronx ranked 
the least healthiest.

Livingston County in 
western New York was the 
state’s healthiest county.

Otherwise, on a state 
level, it was Manhattan 
(No. 21), Staten Island (24) 
and Brooklyn (49).

The data was released 
by County Health Rankings 
from the University of Wis-
consin Population Health 
Institute and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation.

Queens had the fewest 
— 4,822 citywide — of what 
health researchers call pre-
mature deaths. These are 
deaths of people aged 75 or 

younger that are prevent-
able.

In this category, Man-
hattan had 4,896 deaths, 
Brooklyn 6,284, Staten Is-
land 5,746 and the Bronx 
7,481.

The survey reported 
that people in the unhealth-
iest counties are dying too 
early at more than twice 
the rates of those in the 
healthiest counties.

“The County Health 
Rankings can be put to 
use right away by leaders 
in government, business, 
health care and every citi-
zen motivated to work to-
gether to create a culture 
of health in their commu-
nity,” said Dr. Risa Lavizzo-
Mourey, the Robert Wood 
Institute president. “The 
rankings are driving in-
novation, increasing cre-
ativity and inspiring big 
changes to improve health 
in communities large and 
small nationwide.”

The research found:
• Child poverty rates 

have not improved since 
2000, with more than one 
in five children living in 
poverty.

• Violent crime has 
decreased by nearly 50 
percent over the past two 
decades.

• Counties where peo-
ple do not live as long and 
do not feel as well mentally 

or physically have the high-
est rates of smoking, teen 
births and physical inactiv-
ity as well as more prevent-
able hospital stays.

Queens and Manhat-
tan both reported adult 
smoking at 14 percent, fol-
lowed by Brooklyn at 15 
percent, Staten Island at 19 
percent and the Bronx 18 
percent.

Although Queens was 

the healthiest county in 
New York, it reported 19 
percent of its people had 
no health insurance. Oth-
erwise, it was Manhattan 
(12 percent), Brooklyn (16 
percent), Staten Island (10 
percent) and the Bronx (17 
percent).

As to sexually trans-
mitted infections, Queens 
had 469, Manhatten 714, 
Brooklyn 830, Staten Island 
297 and the Bronx 1,333.

The study also found 
the following results in 
their respective categories:

• Low birthrate: 
Queens 8.3 percent, Man-
hattan and Brooklyn 0.7 
percent, Staten Island 5.7 
percent and the Bronx 10 
percent.

• Adult smoking: 
Queens and Manhattan 
14 percent, Brooklyn 15 
percent, Staten Island 19 
percent and the Bronx 18 
percent.

• Unemployment: 

Queens 8.5 percent, Man-
hattan 7.4 percent, Brook-
lyn 9.7 percent, Staten 
Island 8.2 percent and the 
Bronx 12.3 percent.

• Children in poverty: 
Queens 22 percent, Manhat-
tan 27 percent, Brooklyn 34 
percent, Staten Island 19 
percent and the Bronx 41 
percent.

• Adult obesity: Queens 
22 percent, Manhattan 15 
percent, Brooklyn 25 per-
cent, Staten Island 28 per-
cent and the Bronx 28 per-
cent.

• Physical inactivity: 
Queens 28 percent, Manhat-
tan 16 percent, Brooklyn 28 
percent, Staten Island 29 
percent and the Bronx 30 
percent.

• Excessive drinking: 
Queens 28 percent, Manhat-
tan 22 percent, Brooklyn 13 
percent, Staten Island 18 
percent and the Bronx 15 
percent.
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Survey ranks Queens as healthiest borough in city
Diverse county takes top place for fourth year, based on fewest premature deaths, low adult smoking

Elana Needle dishes out some healthy food. For 10 weeks, parents 
and youth participated in a program to prevent childhood obesity, 
held at Lost Battalion Hall in Rego Park.
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

A man suspected of at-
tempting to rape a 23-year-
old woman in Forest Park 
last week was convicted 
of manslaughter in 1990, 
police said, and several of 
the city’s women officials 
lauded his arrest Tuesday 
afternoon.

“Today is a safer day 
for Queens,” said Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) at a news 
conference Tuesday at the 
Forest Hills subway stop, 
at Continental Avenue and 
Queens Boulevard.

She thanked the vic-
tim of the March 29 attack 
for coming forward to po-
lice, making the arrest of 
the suspect possible.

“It’s really hard for a 
victim to come forward and 
say what has happened to 
them,” she said. “It takes 
a tremendous amount of 
bravery.”

She was joined at the 
news conference by Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) and state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing).

Richard Kassebaum, 
42, of Howard Beach, was 
arrested and charged with 
attempted predatory sexual 
assault, attempted rape and 
sex abuse in connection 
with the Forest Park inci-
dent, police said.

Gothamist reported 
Kassebaum had been con-

victed in the stabbing death 
of his aunt in 1990, but the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office could not confirm 
that because Kassebaum’s 
criminal complaint had not 
been finalized yet. Police 
did say however, that Kasse-
baum was found guilty of 
manslaughter in 1990.

The New York Times 
reported at the time that a 
19-year-old Richard Kasse-
baum had stabbed his 
49-year-old aunt, Barbara 
Jacoutot, to death in her 
Flushing home in 1990. Po-
lice had investigated the 
possibility the aunt had 
also been sexually assault-
ed because her clothes had 
been cut away, The Times 
reported.

The Kassebaum ar-
rested this week would 
have been about 19 years 
old in 1990.

The victim of last 

week’s attack was jogging 
in Forest Park when a man 
attacked her from behind 
and zapped her with a stun 
gun, police said. The man 
attempted to rape her but 
was scared off by a couple 
and their dog, a police 
spokesman said.

The jogger was taken 

to a hospital, where she was 
treated for injuries to her 
neck, police said.

Just three days after 
the Forest Park incident, 
another woman was as-
saulted in a cemetery near 
Corona Avenue, police said. 
They said at about 4:30 a.m. 
Monday a man approached 
the 41-year-old victim with 
a knife and forced her into 
the cemetery, where he 
raped her.

The NYPD was asking 
the public’s assistance in 
locating the suspect, who 
they described as Hispanic, 
25 to 30 years old and 150 
to 175 pounds with black 
spiked hair and brown 
eyes. Anyone with infor-
mation was asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS or submit tips online 
at nypdcrimestoppers.com 
or by texting 274637 and en-
tering TIP577.

BY STEVE MOSCO

The owner and devel-
oper of the Shops at Atlas 
Park in Glendale faces 
skepticism tempered with 
cautious optimism from 
the surrounding communi-
ties after announcing revi-
talization plans last week.

Frequent and infre-
quent customers as well 
as residents living near 
the troubled mall at 80-00 
Cooper Ave. maintained 
that while they want mall-
owner Macerich’s plan to 
succeed, they  also hoped 
to have more of a say in the 
redevelopment process.

“We are all concerned 
about it and wish that the 
mall owners would ask for 
more community input 
about its future,” said Lee 
Rottenberg, a Middle Vil-
lage resident and member 
of Community Board 5. 
“Everybody would like to 
see it succeed and there are 
a lot of opinions as to which 

stores should be included 
in the plans.”

After purchasing the 
mall in a foreclosure auc-
tion in 2011, Macerich 
revealed plans last week 
for a new crop of trendy 
stores, as well as updates 
to the property’s Center 
Green open space. The ini-
tial announcement named 
new additions Forever 21 
and Charlotte Russe, both 
women’s clothing retailers, 
while construction has al-
ready started  on the mall’s 
open center space.

For certain residents, 
construction got off on the 
wrong foot immediately 
when workers chopped 
down numerous trees on 
the mall property. Michael 
Perlman, chairman of the 
Rego-Forest Preservation 
Council and a tree enthu-
siast, said Macerich could 
have done more to avoid ar-
boricide.

Residents want input 
on Atlas Park future

Cobs nab man in sex assault
Councilwomen applaud arrest in Forest Park attempted rape

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (r.) holds a flier promoting a self-defense class as state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (l.) and Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (c.) look on. Photo by Karen Frantz

Police released this photo of 
a man suspected of raping a 
woman in a Queens cemetery 
near Corona Avenue Monday. 

Skertch courtesy NYPD

Mall owners are planning to make changes at the Shops at Atlas 
Park in Glendale.
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Work begins on Little Bay Park comfort station
BY PHIL CORSO

After waiting eight years to 
break ground, northeast Queens 
leaders took to Little Bay Park 
Tuesday with plans to celebrate 
a more comfortable future there, 
but what they found instead was 
another hurdle in an ongoing bu-
reaucratic battle.

A long-awaited comfort sta-
tion should be finished at Little 
Bay Park by fall 2014, according 
to a spokesman for the city Parks 
Department, and its construction 
has been coupled with an expand-
ed 100-car parking lot at the site.

But in the interim, both the 
parking lot and park itself were 
mostly gated off, making it more 
difficult for residents to reach 
the area by car or other means as 
they awaited the $5 million proj-
ect’s completion. Access to the 
park was still available, but in a 
much more limited way.

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance President Warren 
Schreiber has been at the fore-
front of the fight to get shovels 
in the ground. Although he was 

glad to finally see a Little Bay 
comfort station come to fruition, 
he worried about what restricted 
parking would mean come sum-
mertime.

“I own a few driveways over 
there,” Schreiber said while mo-
tioning toward nearby Bay Ter-
race. “I’ll be able to sell spots and 
make money during the sum-
mer.”

Because of the new gates lin-
ing the perimeter of Little Bay 
Park, the nearest option for any-
one trying to park their car is just 
under the Throgs Neck Bridge.

Even though he was speak-
ing with sarcasm, Schreiber’s 
sentiments echoed those of other 
northeast Queens residents who 
passed by the park after the con-
struction gates went up.

“I’m a biker. I bike maybe 
100 miles a week in the summer-
time,” said Flushing activist Paul 
Graziano, who joined in the cel-
ebration of the incoming comfort 
station Tuesday. “There’s no way 
I can get through here now be-
cause my route is totally screwed 
up. They should really have some 

sort of access.”
The Parks Department did 

not return calls on exactly how 
long the construction gates will 

be limiting traffic through Little 
Bay Park.

Nonetheless, community 
leaders were still celebrating 

Tuesday when they joined state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) at 
the site where crews were work-
ing to make way for the new com-
fort station.

“This was a real team ef-
fort,” Schreiber said. “The new 
comfort station is something that 
will go on to benefit everyone in 
this community.”

The senator wielded a shovel 
at the press conference to symbol-
ize an unofficial groundbreaking 
he speculated the Parks Depart-
ment was “too embarrassed” to 
mark on its own after years of 
delays.

“This is just the beginning,” 
Avella said. “Little Bay Park is 
eventually going to be one of the 
best parks in the borough.”

When he was a member of 
the City Council eight years ago, 
Avella dedicated $1 million to the 
comfort station cause, and after 
nearly a decade the senator said 
he was glad to see the city finally 
moving forward on the project 
residents who frequent the area 
deserved.

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) symbolically digs his shovel into the ground near Little 
Bay Park, alongside Bay Terrace’s Warren Schreiber (l.) and Phil Konigsberg, to 
celebrate the construction of a comfort station. Photo by Phil Corso
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Purple, green, yellow, 

pink and red dusted the 
streets of Richmond Hill 
Saturday during the Phag-
wah Festival, a Hindu cel-
ebration of the triumph of 
good over evil and the com-
ing of the spring season.

“This is a time when 
people forget all differences 
and indulge in pure fun,” 
said Sam Somwaru, one of 
the many  revelers at the 
festival and a member of 
the American Statya San-
dya temple in Jamaica.

The most characteris-
tic aspect of the occasion 
involves colorful powder, 
or “abeer,” which people 
use to paint themselves 
or brush onto others — or 
even throw into the air so 
the powder rains down on 
all around.

“It symbolizes the 

spring colors,” Somwaru 
said.

But Somwaru said 
Phagwah is also a time of 
togetherness, joining to-
gether not only people of 
the Hindu faith but also 
people of all different reli-
gions and cultures to over-
come their differences and 
enjoy the festival.

“You forget about your 
enemies and everyone be-
comes friends,” he said.

A large crowd filled 
with many young people 
turned out for Saturday’s 
Richmond Hill Phagwah 
Festival, which included a 
parade that wound its way 
along Liberty Avenue and 
125th Street and featured 
floats, dancers, blaring 
music and multi-colored 
confetti.

Several vendors along 
the route played music 
from their stores or handed 
out fliers to passers-by to 

compete for business. The 
co-owner of a flea market 
along Liberty Avenue even 
went so far as to set up a mi-
crophone and speakers out-
side his shop and amplify 
his message asking people 
to stop in to check out his 
merchandise.

The owner, Hamid Mo-

hammed, said the parade 
makes for good business, 
and he saw a huge spike in 
sales during the event last 
year.

Another man who 
works at  a Chinese and In-
dian restaurant, Players, 
said the same.

“It helps all the busi-

nesses in our area,” Dar-
shan Prashad said.

The parade culmi-
nated in a raucous celebra-
tion with music, dancing 
— and, of course, color — at 
Smokey Oval Park.

Nearly all the revelers 
had at least some powder 
on their faces or clothes, 

and many were drenched 
in color from head to toe. 
Some people filled water 
guns with colored water 
and playfully squirted oth-
ers, while groups of mostly 
teens and young adults got 
lost in clouds of powder as 
they mischievously threw 
it at each other. A person 
walking through the crowd 
for five minutes was virtu-
ally guaranteed to have a 
smiling stranger walk up 
to them and smear power 
on their cheeks.

One young man who 
was running through the 
crowd with several friends 
and dusting the people they 
passed in color said he came 
to the parade every year.

He said he was having 
a good time, which is what 
Phagwah was all about.

“You have to enjoy 
every last bit of it,” Amil 
Heeraman said.

Thousands of people fill the streets in Richmond Hill for the annual Phagwah parade.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Richmond Hill celebrates spring with Phagwah Festival
Revelers dust Liberty Ave., Smokey Oval Park in multiple colors during Hindu vernal holiday
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BY REBECCA HENELY

An Elmhurst man is 
facing charges after he al-
legedly turned four houses 
and three garages into ille-
gal single-room dwellings, 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.

Segundo Chimbay, 48, 
of 94th Street near 49th Av-
enue, had multiple search 
warrants served on him 
through Operation Safe 
Buildings, an initiative in-
volving several agencies to 
stop illegal and dangerous 
housing in Queens, before 
he was arrested March 26, 
the DA said. The 46 people, 
including 12 children, liv-
ing in Chimbay’s buildings 
were relocated by the Red 
Cross due to the potential 
danger posed by the altered 
dwellings, the DA said.

“Illegal conversions 
endanger the lives of build-
ing residents as well as fire-
fighters and other person-
nel who in responding to an 
emergency are confronted 
by a maze of rooms with no 
way out,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said in a 
statement.

Chimbay was ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-

nal Court March 27 before 
Judge Donna Golia on 
charges of scheme to de-
fraud, reckless endanger-
ment and failing to comply 

with vacate orders, the DA 
said. If found guilty, he fac-
es a prison sentence of up to 
seven years, Brown said.

Between 2007 and 2012, 
Chimbay allegedly convert-
ed a two-family home at 
48-14 94th St. in Elmhurst, 
a two-family home at 35-39 
92nd St. in Jackson Heights, 
another two-family home 
at 35-41 92nd St. in Jackson 
Heights and a one-family 
home at 40-33 Forley St. in 
Elmhurst into one-room 
apartments, the DA said. 
He is also charged with 
converting the cellars and 
garages in these places into 
apartments, the DA said. 

The 46 tenants allegedly 
paid $850 to $1,400 a month 
to live there, the DA said.

Chimbay received 
multiple vacate orders, but 
continued to rent the apart-
ments, the DA said. The city 
Department of Building’s 
Quality of Life and Queens 
Borough Enforcement units 
eventually brought the mat-
ter to Brown, resulting in 
Chimbay’s arrest, the DA 
said.

He is being asked to 
forfeit $1.6 million, which 
includes more than $600,000 
in fines due to alleged fail-
ure to comply with vacate 
orders, the DA said. Liens 
have been placed against 
the Elmhurst and Jackson 
Heights homes, the DA 
said.

Chimbay has been 
held on a $10,000 bail and 
his next court date is April 
10, the DA said.

“Illegal conversions 
can kill, and this arrest 
sends a clear message that 
property owners who cre-
ate these dangerous living 
conditions will face seri-
ous consequences,” Build-
ings Commissioner Robert 
LiMandri said in a state-
ment.

Elmhurst man accused
of illegal conversions

A man from Elmhurst is charged with converting houses and garages into illegal apartments, the dis-
trict attorney says. Photo by Christina Santucci

The 46 people, 
including 12 

children living in 
his buildings, were 
relocated by the 

Red Cross.
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY JOE ANUTA

A group gathered at 
Pomonok Houses last week 
to castigate the city for  in-
creasing annual parking 
fees by more than 400 per-
cent weeks before the mon-
ey is due.

Staff from state Assem-
blyman Michael Simanow-
itz’s (D-Electchester) office; 
former Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman, who is running 
for City Councilman James 
Gennaro’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) seat; and Pomonok 
Residents Association Pres-
ident Monica Corbett took 
the city Housing Authority 
to task for more than qua-
drupling parking fees in 
the Queens housing project 
— along with 42 other lots 
around the city.

Annual senior and 
handicap parking rates 
will rise from $60 to $272 , 
while resident rates will 
climb from $75 to $340 and 
non-resident rates from 
$150 to $650, according to 
Lancman, who added that 
the changes go into effect 
May 1 and must be paid in 
a lump sum.

“NYCHA’s massive 
parking fee hike is unfair 
enough, but springing it 
on residents with next to 
no notice and requiring 
payment in full upfront re-
ally adds insult to injury,” 
Lancman said. “NYCHA 

needs to focus on fixing its 
many shortcomings, from 
backlogged repairs to in-
adequate security, and not 
gouging residents.”

Lancman is currently 
running in a Democratic 
field against Isaac Sasson, 
a Flushing lottery-winner 
and former cancer re-
searcher, and Briarwood 
Task Force founder Andrea 
Veras.

But NYCHA said the 
increase will simply bring 
lots like Pomonok’s into a 
different category called 
reserved parking, where 
each resident is assigned a 
number.

“As part of NYCHA’s 
plans to enhance customer 
service and cover rising 
expenses, [the authority] 
is in the process of upgrad-
ing non-reserved lots to 
reserved lots after they are 
painted, numbered and new 
signs have been installed,” 
NYCHA said in a state-
ment. “Rates for residents 
in the converted develop-
ments will match those in 
existing reserved parking 
developments and NYCHA 
will enforce new rules that 
include ticketing by police 
and towing unauthorized 
vehicles.”

The changes, the au-
thority contends, will make 
parking at housing devel-
opments cleaner and safer.  
They were first discussed 

in a December 2012 plan-
ning document.

But after hearing 
news of the impending rate 
spike, Simanowitz fired off 
a letter to NYCHA protest-
ing the increase, and later 
said in a statement that the 
new rates will deter people 
from parking in the lot and 
instead drive residents to 
look for spots on the sur-
rounding streets.

“This will force people 
to look for parking on the 
public streets outside of the 
development,” he said in a 
statement. “Parking is al-
ready at a premium in the 
community.”

That is because 
Pomonok is flanked by 
Electchester, another hous-
ing complex that houses 
5,500 residents. In addition, 
Queens College across the 
street boasts a total un-
dergraduate enrollment of 
more than 16,000 students, 
many of whom commute by 
car , according to Simanow-
itz.

“Raising the cost to 
park in public housing over 
300 percent is a slap in the 
face to all,” Corbett said. 
“These fee increases hurt 
all residents, especially our 
seniors and fixed-income 
population. And why was 
the residents association 
not even consulted?”

City Council candidate Rory Lancman (center from l.-r.) speaks about parking rate increases 
as a member of Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz’s staff and Monica Corbett look on. 

Photo courtesy Rory Lancman

Pomonok blasts hike
of 400% for parking
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A two-alarm fire broke 

out in a Richmond Hill bo-
dega Tuesday in the same 
building where authorities 
believe a blaze was set a 
month ago to cover up the 
grisly murder of a tenant.

“We had that incident 
— now this,” said Seonar-
ine Hamnchand, the owner 
of the bodega, at 115-18 95th 
Ave.

The Tuesday fire, 
which Hamnchand said 
was due to an electrical 
problem and unrelated to 
the previous incident, left 
the bodega in shambles. 
The ceiling along the front 
of the store was blackened 
and falling apart, with sky 
showing through gaping 
holes. Glass, fiberglass, 
wooden boards and de-
stroyed merchandise lit-
tered the floor. And the en-
tire store smelled strongly 
of smoke.

Hamnchand said he 
called the Fire Department 

around 11:30 a.m. when a 
customer alerted him to 
smoke coming from the 
roof.

“The fire broke out 

right above the door,” he 
said.

He said he could not 
see the flames at first, only 
smoke. But he said when 

firefighters arrived, they 
cut a hole through the ceil-
ing and found a fire that 
traveled the length of the 
front of the store.

He said times had been 
difficult at the bodega since 
the first fire Feb. 24, which 
did not damage his store 
but cut out his power for a 
month.

“I was using a genera-
tor in the meantime,” he 
said.

He said his insurance 
had been canceled due to 
the February fire and he 
had been in the process of 
trying to find new insur-
ance but had been rebuffed 
by several companies.

He said it could be 
some time before he is able 
to reopen.

“It’s going to be like 
two months,” he estimated, 
and added he was not sure 
how he was going to pay for 
the damage.

Two men from Rich-
mond Hill were charged 
with allegedly setting the 
February fire in order to 
cover up the murder of 
43-year-old Azeem Ali, who 
lived on the second floor 
of the building, Queens 

District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

According to Brown, 
Stephen Peters, 22, and Ja-
son St. Hill, 17, who lived 
nearby, allegedly went to 
Ali’s apartment to steal his 
ATM card and retrieve his 
PIN number. The DA said 
Peters is accused of shoot-
ing Ali in the head, pour-
ing gasoline around the 
apartment and lighting it 
on fire. Peters and St. Hill 
then allegedly went to a gas 
station and used Ali’s ATM 
card to get $200 in cash, 
Brown said.

Hamnchand said all 
the residents of the build-
ing had been living else-
where since the February 
incident because most of 
the building still did not 
have power.

“Only I alone have 
lights right now,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Seonarine Hamnchand surveys the damage to his Richmond Hill bodega after a second-
alarm fire Tuesday. Photo by Karen Frantz

Second fi re strikes Rich Hill store in two months
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The New York Mets opened their season at home in a game 
against the San Diego Padres Monday. (Clockwise from top 
l.) Joe Stankiewicz cheers for the Amazins’; Astoria resi-
dent Peter Sobieski dresses as a superhero at the game; 
Bagles, the dog, sports its finest Mets apparel; members 
of the 7 Line Army sing Happy Birthday to Mets second 
baseman Daniel Murphy; Forest Hills resident Remingont 
Smith climbs atop a giant tribute to Jackie Robinson in 
the stadium’s rotunda; and Nicole Camus, 12, plays catch 
in the Citi Field parking lot. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Jamaica 
Park 
DENTAL
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718)657-5100           

$200
TAKE HOME 
ZOOM 

WHITENING
Offer cannot be combined.

$650
NEW FLEXIBLE 

DENTURE
Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

$600
NEW ACRYLIC 

DENTURES
Full or Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

Late Evening Hours - Wednesday and Thursday 8am-8pm
AOA Sterilization procedure strictly followed

We accept these and many other major insurances: Metlife, Delta, Aetna, Guardian, Cigna, UFT, PBA, United Healthcare, Medicaid, Health First, GHI, 
CSEA, Fidelis, Neighborhood, 1199, DC37, Blue Cross, Healthplex, Columbia Dental, Qualident, Eastern Dental, Signature, SIDS and many other union 
plans. Call to find out.

 Replace your missing   
 teeth with Implant 
 supported permanent   
 Bridge
 $1,699 includes the implant  
 abutment and the ceramic  
 crown (all made in USA)

 Fix your smile with all 
 ceramic crowns or 
 laminates for 
 $600 per tooth.

Get red off your lose 
 dentures with Implant 
 supported dentures

Full Mouth Dental 
 Rehabilitations 
 with Dental Implant

 FREE CONSULTATION

All Phases of Dentistry including Filling, Implants, 
Cosmetic, Root Canal, Crown and Dentures

Bloomberg to open 15 new schools in boro
Mayor says September openings will include Energy Tech, an LIC career and tech training program

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
78 new schools will open 
across the city in Sep-
tember — including 15 in 
Queens — at a news con-
ference Tuesday held at 
a Long Island City school 
that is the future home of a 
new technical academy.

“Our administration 
has created a record num-
ber of schools and programs 
for our students, which 
have helped to lead record 
gains,” Bloomberg said at 
IS 204, at 36-41 28th St. “We 
still have more work to do, 
and with our new schools 
and school leaders, we’ll 
continue to provide our 
children with the opportu-
nities they deserve.”

He said scholastic 
achievement has been bol-

stered under his admin-
istration. The number of 
students going on to col-
lege has risen by 40 percent 

since 2005, and Bloomberg 
said the number of students 
dropping out of school has 
fallen by half.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott also said 
new schools offer students 
and parents an important 

choice in their education.
“There’s so many ex-

citing opportunities,” he 
said. “Our new schools are 
visionary.”

In addition to the new 
schools, 18 new school 
buildings will open in Sep-
tember. Most of the new 
schools will be co-located 
in existing buildings.

Queens will open two 
elementary schools, six 
middle schools, one com-
bined middle and high 
school, three high schools, 
two combined high schools 
and career and technical 
education schools and one 
transfer high school in var-
ious neighborhoods, includ-
ing Corona, Elmhurst, East 
Elmhurst, South Ozone 
Park, South Jamaica, Lau-
relton, Middle Village, 
Hunters Point and others. 

Bloomberg said his 

administration has opened 
656 new schools since 2002, 
more than any other ad-
ministration in the city’s 
history, and created 126,000 
school seats.

But he reaffirmed his 
commitment to the admin-
istration’s controversial 
practice of closing under-
performing schools.

“We should always 
close those that are at the 
bottom,” he said. “We want 
to work with them to make 
them better, but there’s al-
ways going to be a bottom 
10 percent and why should 
we settle for that?”

Several of the new 
schools that will open will 
be career and technical 
education schools that pre-
pare students for careers 
in various industries, in-
cluding Energy Tech, set to 
open in IS 204. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) and city Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l.) announce several new 
schools will open across the city in September at a news conference at IS 204 in Long Island City. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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once had the backing of 
the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp. It has been 
partially financed by New 
York City municipal bonds, 
according to an application 
submitted to CB 7 on be-
half of the property owner, 
Richard Xia.

Xia’s development 
company, X & Y Develop-
ment, is applying for some-
thing called a variance and 
a special permit from the 
city to build the structure, 
and the proposal is set to be 
heard at a board meeting 
next week.

“All told, the requested 
variance is meritorious,” 
Mitchell Ross, Xia’s lawyer, 
said in the application. “It 
is reasonable, modest and 
necessary.”

The proposed building 
is divided into two parts. 

Near the back of the proper-
ty, away from Union Street, 
an 18-story tower will house 
222 hotel units, according 
to the application, though 
members of CB 7 said the 
number is now less.

The structure also fea-
tures a large, nine-story 
base that will house a medi-
cal facility called the North 
Queens Medical Center, 
which will be in the front 
right off Union Street.

The medical center 
was included in the origi-
nal plan from several years 
ago at the behest of EDC, ac-
cording to the proposal.

The cellar of the build-
ing will have room for 239 
parking spots, though that 
number may not be set 
in stone, according to the 
board.

But the developers are 
claiming that in order to 
get a reasonable return on 
their financial investment, 
they need to circumvent 
two New York City zoning 

laws, one which has to do 
with buildings rising into 
territory controlled by the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and the other with 
the site’s proposed use as a 
hotel.

In the application, Ross 
said the footprint of the lot 
is abnormally narrow. A 
building’s maximum size is 
regulated by many factors, 
one of which is called floor 
area ratio. This number 
dictates in total how many 
square feet a building can 
be.

Because of the nar-
rowness of the lot, Ross 
contends, the building will 
not use up all of its allowed 
floor space unless it builds 
into an area regulated by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. That area is 
subject to the FAA’s over-
sight due to its proximity 
to the flight path of planes 
using LaGuardia Airport, 
although in this case the 
height complies with the 

city’s zoning laws.
The developer also 

claims that offering stan-
dard residential apart-
ments in the tower would 
not give them enough eco-
nomic return, due to the 
constant airplane noise 
from LaGuardia Airport 
takeoffs and departures. 
Instead, Xia is petitioning 
the city to allow him to 
build a hotel, even though 
it is not allowed by zoning 
regulations.

Their argument is that 
residents would not pay 
money to live in high-end 
apartments that were con-
stantly bombarded with 
airplane noise, but hotel 
guests who know they are 
staying near an airport 
would not be as picky.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

and the district leaders 
need to come together and 
figure out who is going to 
lead in the future.”

McClelland said Re-
publicans from two fac-
tions — those aligned with 
the current leadership un-
der Chairman Phil Ragusa 
and those aligned with an 
insurgent faction led by 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and long-
time Queens GOPer Tom 
Ognibene — need to come 
together to pick someone 
to settle the infighting that 
has dogged the party for 
years.

“Some people just can’t 
line themselves up with 
either faction, given their 
history of ineptitude and 
corruption. They are dy-
ing for a third actor,” said 
one party insider who did 
not want to be named. The 
sourse was  quick to point 
out that though Tabone is 
now under federal scruti-
ny, John Haggerty, a high-
ranking member of the in-
surgent faction, just went to 
prison last month for steal-
ing $750,000 from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s cam-

paign. 
Speaking on a New 

York 1 talk show Tuesday 
night about new leadership, 
Ulrich floated the name 
of former U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner, who won an upset 
victory against the Queens 
Democrat-backed state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) to fill the 
seat of disgraced Rep. An-
thony Weiner. Turner has 
proven to be a popular and 
noncontroversial figure in 
Republican circles, accord-
ing to Queens GOP mem-
bers.

“If I’m drafted, I’ll 
serve,” Turner said. “This 
isn’t a job I want to cam-
paign for. But if there is a 
consensus that this would 
be the right way to go, I’ll 
do it without any strings at-
tached.”

But acting Queens 
GOP Chairman Phil Ragu-
sa said the party was doing 
fine, since Tabone acted 
without authority from the 
Queens GOP and has since 
resigned.

“The Queens County 
GOP is alive and well,” he 
said. “We are going to be do-
ing the things that we are 
supposed to do, and that is 
to field candidates and get 
good-quality Republicans 
elected.”

 The party had endorsed 
billionaire John Catsima-
tidis — who had employed 
Tabone on his campaign 
and as legal counsel at his 
company — in the mayoral 
race. But while Tabone pub-
licly backed the grocery 
store magnate, he allegedly 
took $25,000 in bribe money 
to help get Smith get on the 
Republican ticket. Since 
Smith is a Democrat, he 
needed a certificate called 
a Wilson Pakula from at 
least three of the five GOP 
county leaders in the city to 
run on their line.

Tabone was captured 
on tape saying he essen-
tially ran the Queens party, 

but according to Ragusa he 
would not be able to sign a 
Wilson Pakula.

“He couldn’t do it. He 
would have to have come to 
me, and I definitely would 
not have signed a Wilson 
Pakula,” Ragusa said.

Catsimatidis said he 
had been aware of the in-
vestigation, had cooperated 
with feds and Tuesday fired 
Tabone from the campaign 
and suspended him without 
pay from his company, Red 
Apple Group.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

“We are not here to 
scare everyone, but to calm 
everyone down and let them 
in on the investigation and 
tell them how they can 
help,” said Conforti. “The 
partnership with the neigh-
borhood is the biggest asset 
I have in the fight against 
this pattern. Everyone here 
knows their neighbors and 
they know their patterns. 
If something seems off, be 
observant.”

Conforti said 911 calls 
have dramatically in-
creased in the last month, 
meaning that residents are 
being vigilant and keeping 
their eyes open to suspi-
cious activity.

But the commanding 
officer also suggested resi-
dents take other steps to 
protect their homes.

“Criminals are oppor-
tunistic. If they don’t have 
to break a window or a door, 
they won’t,” he said. “They 
want to make as little noise 
as possible. That is why it 
is extremely important to 
keep windows and doors 
locked.”

The commanding offi-
cer also suggested residents 
consider installing video 
cameras to deter potential 
burglars.

“Burglars are afraid of 
video, they are not afraid of 
bars and alarms,” he said. 
“Those can be bypassed.”

Conforti said the 
nine burglaries in the last 

two months all followed a 
similar pattern: wooden 
doors were either kicked 
or pushed in during week-
days when residents were 
not home. Only the last 
incident, on St. Patrick’s 
Day  Sunday at noon, did a 
break-in happen on a week-
end.

To combat this pattern, 
Conforti said the precinct 
initiated a vast deploy-
ment of both uniformed 
and plainclothes officers 
throughout the neighbor-
hood.

“Is it a success? No, not 
until we catch the people 
responsible for the activ-
ity,” he said.

Though the main fo-
cus of the meeting was the 
cluster of crimes occurring 
in the last two months, one 
woman in the anxious audi-
ence said she experienced a 
burglary that predates the 
current pattern.

The woman returned 
from a hospital stay in July 
to find her jewelry and ex-
pensive electronics stolen. 
She has since installed an 
alarm system at her house.

“It was expensive, but 
worth it,” she said. “Being 
burglarized leaves you feel-
ing very violated and very 
unsafe in your own house. 
It’s just so disturbing that 
this is happening in a quiet 
area like Forest Hills.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Queens GOP Vice Chair Vince Tabone leaves White Plains federal 
court after being released on bail. Photo by Christina Santucci

Capt. Thomas Conforti speaks to Forest Hills residents about a re-
cent string of burglaries. Photo by Steve Mosco

Continued from Page 1
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Continued from Page 1
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 


