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BY JOE ANUTA AND PHIL CORSO
 
 Funding for community-

based projects in northeast 
Queens is in limbo after City 

Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) was arrested in a 
bribery scandal last week and 
charged with plotting to misuse 
money meant for neighborhood 

groups.
For months, Halloran has 

been meeting with northeast 
Queens residents to assemble a 
list of initiatives the community 

could vote on to decide where $1 
million of his discretionary funds 
would go in a process called par-
ticipatory budgeting. 

But Tuesday Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
laced into Halloran for sending 
out a cheery news release touting 
the results.

“Here you have a man who 
is alleged to have engaged in a 
highly illegal activity relating to 
member items in the City Coun-
cil, among other things,” Quinn 
said. “That presents to me no real 
appreciation - steeped in arro-
gance - about how significant the 
charges are against him.  It was 
outrageous.”

Halloran was not at a Tues-
day City Council session, where 
the leadership voted to relieve 
him of all committee assignments 
and prohibit him from making 
any more funding allocations.

The same day his legislative 
director John Mulvey resigned. A 
day earlier, Chief of Staff Chrissy 
Voskerichian also stepped down. 

Halloran’s spokesman said 
the councilman would continue 
working out of his district office. 

The participatory budgeting 

BY JOE ANUTA

Members of the NAACP from around the 
borough protested the controversial January 
arrest of a black teenager and the NYPD’s stop-
and-frisk policy in Flushing Monday.

About 20 people stood on the corner of 

BY JOE ANUTA

New York state courts struck 
a blow to opponents of a trash 
transfer station slated for the foot 
of a LaGuardia Airport runway, 
but critics of the plan vow the 
fight is far from over.

The 2nd Circuit Court of Ap-
peals dismissed a case brought by 
Friends of LaGuardia Airport, 
a group opposed to the project, 
which sought to invalidate a 2010 
letter from the Federal Aviation 
Administration to the city of New 
York indicating that the North 
Shore Marine Transfer Station is 
safe. 

The station is designed to col-
lect garbage from trucks that will 
troll the streets of the northern 
part of Queens and package the 
refuse into barges to be shipped 
away.

The station sits less than a 
half mile from the edge of one of 
LaGuardia’s runways and, ac-
cording to Ken Paskar, president 
of Friends of LaGuardia, will 
attract hungry birds that could 
pose a hazard to aviation.

“We are very disappointed in 
the court’s ruling,” he said. “But 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The city only tracks 
crime statistics for six 
of the borough’s parks 
— a fraction of the ap-
proximately 400 parks in 
Queens — according to an 
advocate for parks safety.

“The city has abso-
lutely no idea [about]  the 

level of crime in parks and 
that’s ridiculous,” said 
NYC Park Advocates Presi-
dent Geoffrey Croft.

He said that a 2005 law 
would have required the 
city to start keeping track 
of major felony crime com-
plaints in all city parks an 
acre in size or larger, but 
the city has refused to fully 

comply with the law.
Croft said a loophole 

exists in the legislation 
that requires the NYPD to 
report park crime statistics 
only if it has the resources 
and necessary technology 
available. He also argued it 
does not make sense to only 
track crime that occurs in 

Forest Park is one of several parks in 
Queens where the city tracks crime 
stats. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Queens NAACP protests arrest

of black teenager in Flushing
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Few crime stats for boro parks
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Quinn takes over Halloran funds
Speaker slams councilman for releasing wish list after his bribery charges

PERFORMANCE FOR PEACE

Members of The Edge School of the Arts, which is based in Laurelton, dance during a rally in favor of stricter 
gun laws and against gun violence at the Pomonok Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

Judges decide
transfer station 
not LGA threat
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY JOE ANUTA

Flushing activist John 
Byas spent more than a 
third of his 79-year-old life 
hounding elected officials 
to build a toilet in Kissena 
Corridor Park — and Fri-
day he stood in front of the 
newly opened commode to 
announce his quest had fi-
nally come to an end.

“This is a place to go to 
the bathroom, then get the 
hell out,” a fiery Byas said 
at the ceremony, warning 
any potential vandals or 
unsavory characters that 
the community wants to 
keep the gleaming, slate 
green comfort station in 
pristine condition. “We’ll 
be watching.”

The Community Board 
7 member, president of the 
University Park Terrace 
Council and a civic activist, 
was last in a line of speak-
ers who lauded the new 
lavatory in a ceremonious 
and innuendo-laden news 
conference.

“Who knew so many 
people would come out to 
celebrate the opening of a 
bathroom?” Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski asked after a 
choir from IS 237 had just 
performed, accompanied by 
live piano. “What a day.”

The jokes wrote them-
selves for city Comptrol-

ler John Liu (pronounced 
“loo”), the former Flushing 
city councilman who allo-
cated the money for the $1 
million facility and who, 
at one point in his speech, 
recalled childhood tormen-
tors who seized on the ho-
mophonous nature of his 
first and last names.

“I feel relieved,” he 
said to guffaws from the 50 
or so people gathered at the 
ceremony. “I could go on all 
day with these bathroom 
jokes.”

He didn’t need to. Law-
makers took up the torch 
and ran with it along a fine 
line between allusion and 
revulsion.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
hinted that the group 
should snip a strip of toilet 
paper instead of a ribbon 
— an idea others repeated 
with genuine disappoint-
ment when Parks brought 
out an actual ribbon.

Others may have 
crossed that line.

“Maybe I went a little 
too far with that story,” 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said after 
recounting a two-wheeled 
excursion that turned into 
an urgent quest for the 
W.C.

But the restroom was 
no laughing manner for 
Byas, who first came to 
Flushing in 1974 and no-

ticed that children and 
adults were dropping trou 
in broad daylight to relieve 
themselves.

“This is America in 
the 21st century!” he told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in November 2011, when it 
was announced that his pet 
project would actually be 
built.

Byas joined the com-
munity board in 1992 and 
eventually worked his way 
onto the budget and parks 
committees. On the board’s 
annual capital expenditure 
list — which amounts to a 
wish list for the district — 
Byas’ bathroom was No. 
47, the same slot it had oc-
cupied since the 1980s, he 
said.

By 2009, after nearly 
100 speeches and constant 
prodding by the father of 
three, it was No. 4.

Around that time Liu, 
then a councilman, funded 
the project through his of-
fice’s capital allocations.

Byas said he was 
nearly moved to tears after 
hearing his comfort station 
would become a reality. 
And if the sight of the hand-
some structure Friday 
wasn’t enough, Parks pre-
sented Byas with a gleam-
ing award.

It was a golden roll of 
toilet paper.

Flushing toilet makes 
scene after 30-yr-wait

Queens Parks Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski hands John Byas a gold roll of toilet paper. 
Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Hurricane Sandy dis-
rupted Broad Channel’s 
relative tranquility with 
a surge that washed away 
homes, roads, cars, busi-
nesses and the epitome of 
comfort food: the cheese 
bagel.

The warm, doughy, 
cheese-topped curiosities 
had graced the plates of 
the seaside community’s 
residents for more than 20 
years before the storm’s 
fury gutted their home, 
The Bay-Gull Store, at 16-32 
Cross Bay Blvd.

Owner Patrick Wil-
liams, 27, lost ovens, dis-
play cases, refrigerators 
and nearly everything else 
at the store he has owned 
for close to four years.

“Everything was 
flipped over,” he said from 
behind the counter of his 

small, unassuming deli 
with blue-checkered floors. 
“All of this heavy equip-
ment was flipped over and 
ruined.”

Williams first ob-
served the store’s damage 
the morning after Sandy, 
following a night spent 
huddled with family mem-
bers mere blocks away after 
trudging through shoulder-
deep water to rescue his dog 
from his own house.

But even with thou-
sands of dollars worth of 
damage to his store and a 
long, worrisome night, Wil-
liams emerged from Sandy 
mostly unscathed.

“It’s hard to believe 
how bad it was unless you 
were here that night,” 
said Williams. “I was able 
to save a few items at my 
house, but I lost my car and 
my girlfriend lost her car — 
there was lots of damage.”

It took Williams six 
weeks to reopen The Bay-
Gull Store, and because his 
signature bagels need a spe-
cial, rotating oven, the ven-
erable cheese bagels did not 

return to storm-weary resi-
dents until mid-January.

The store’s success-
ful catering business also 
returned along with a cu-
rious element not seen in 

most bagel stores: a post of-
fice outlet.

“Come here, eat a ba-
gel and send a package,” he 
said. “We do it all.”

Williams, who did 
not have insurance, spent 
$17,000 to replace his oven 
— a price he said he would 
pay again if necessary.

“When we first re-
opened, we were just sell-
ing essential items and it 
took a while to get the ba-
gels going again,” he said. 
“But we put a sign up out-
side that our bagels were 
finally back. And when we 
did that, people were com-
ing in here with big smiles 
on their faces.”

Customers range from 
residents around the block 
to construction workers and 
other transient individuals 
just passing through. One 
worker ordered two roast 
beef sandwiches on cheese 

bagels and another two 
plain cheese bagels before 
heading home to Queens 
Village for the day.

“If I don’t stop here 
when I’m in Broad Chan-
nel, I feel like I’m cheating 
myself,” he said.

Vanessa S., a longtime 
Broad Channel resident, 
said the store took on a 
“home base quality” after 
the storm, as people from 
up and down Cross Bay 
Boulevard struggled to re-
build.

“There are people still 
facing hard times here,” she 
said. “People are still wait-
ing for insurance money.”

Williams strives to pro-
vide a bright spot for those 
people the best way he can: 
with a warm, cheesy bagel, 
a hot cup of coffee and a 
smile for every customer.

Cheese bagel purveyor Patrick Williams knows everyone who 
steps into his Broad Channel shop, but welcomes newcomers just 
as warmly. Photo by Steve Mosco

Broad Channel’s cheese bagels bounce back from brink

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

When Phil Fragale 
first became involved with 
the Forest Hills Little 
League, Jimmy Carter was 
president.

Some 35 years and five 
presidents later, the Mid-
dle Village resident still 
coaches youngsters at the 
league’s complex, at 66-01 
Fleet St.

And for his continued 
service, Fragale was hon-
ored during Forest Hills’ 
Opening Day festivities 
Saturday.

“This day is definite-
ly warranted. He’s given 
his life to this organiza-
tion,” said Evan Spilke, the 
league’s former president 
and major league commis-
sioner.

Fragale, who played 
second base for the Cleve-
land Indians’ minor league 
team, started as a coach for 
his son Louis’ team in 1978.

“My son was getting 

to Little League age, and I 
traveled around, I checked 
some of the Little League 
programs out,” he said. “I 
liked what was going on 
down here.”

Three years later, Fra-
gale switched to coaching 
11- and 12-years-olds. He 
has stayed with that team, 
which changed names from 
the Ben Hill team to Mi-
chael C. Fena, which is its 
current name.

Over the years, Fra-
gale estimates the group 
won 27 championships and 
their recent record had 
been three season victories 
in a row before they were 
beaten in the final game 
last year.

Fragale also coaches 
a summer travel team, and 
his daughter Roseanne 
played in the softball pro-
gram.

Spilke said he brought 
his son to one of Fragale’s 
practices in the 1990s and 
noticed how the longtime 

coach focused on the fun-
damentals of the game and 
stressed the importance of 
education.

“He taught the chil-
dren how to respect the 
game, respect their team-
mates and most important-
ly to respect their parents,” 
Spilke said. “I believe Phil 
is the greatest coach I have 

ever seen. However, he is 
a better man than he is a 
coach.”

On Saturday morning, 
Spilke took Fragale out for 
breakfast at the Shalomar 
Diner, where he told Fra-
gale about the ceremony.

Even a few minutes be-
fore the festivities, Fragale 
was somewhat at a loss for 

words. In a short speech to 
the crowd, he took time to 
praise others who helped 
out in the league before ac-
knowledging former play-
ers and their families in 
attendance.

“Seeing the parents of 
the kids that played for me, 
I just can’t tell you what it 
means to be,” he said, chok-

ing up.
League President 

Lenny Wisner presented 
Fragale with a sweatshirt 
to stay warm while coach-
ing and a watch inscribed 
with a message of thanks. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and state Sens. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) and Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) also praised 
Fragale’s dedication to the 
program.

To conclude the cer-
emony, Fragale took the 
mound to throw the sea-
son’s first pitches to grand-
sons Rob and Louis.

“Just look at the peo-
ple here. You really don’t 
think about it. You are do-
ing something so long, you 
have affected a lot of kids 
positively,” Fragale said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Phil Fragale (fourth l.) is surrounded by his family following a ceremony to honor his work with the 
Forest Hills Little League. Photo by Christina Santucci

MidVil man honored for 35 years of work with Little League
Coach Phil Fragale led teams to more than two dozen championships in Forest Hills program
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
136-23 SANFORD AVENUE

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

FREE SYNAGOGUE of 
For My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People
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Please see our NEW ADDRESS, as we relocated to our FSF Historical White Building!

EVERY WEEK AT FREE SYNAGOGUE
SABBATH EVENING SERVICE

Friday evening services will be held at 8:00 p.m. Oneg to follow. 
The last Friday of every month services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
Tuesdays at 7:30pm

RABBI MICHAEL WEISSER’S ADULT EDUCATION CLASS
Wednesdays at 7:30pm

ADULT ED: HEBREW III (Reservations required)
Thursday at 7:30pm through June 13

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS
Saturday, April 6 at 10am  --  Tot Shabbat   

Sundays, April 7 & 21 -- Hebrew Class at 10:00am & Family Education at 9:30am 
Every Wednesday at 5pm -- B’nai Mitzvah Class

SPECIAL OFFER:
One-Year 

Including High-Holiday tickets
For families enrolling kids under 10 Years of age in our religious education program ($795 value)
TUITION COST:

APRIL 2013 SPECIAL EVENTS
Sun., Apr. 14 Sisterhood Luncheon................................................................... 12:00 noon 
 with Guest Speaker author Anne Hosansky discussing her 
 book, “10 Women of Valor”
 Members: $7;  Non-Members: $10 (Reservations required)

Fri., Apr. 19 Sheldon Harnick Birthday Party .................................................8:00 p.m.
 Join us as we celebrate the 89th birthday of Broadway’s fi ne lyricist, 
 Sheldon Harnick, known for his landmark musical, Fiddler On The Roof and 
 The Rothschilds

Sun., Apr. 21 Brotherhood Lunch & Movie .................................................... 12:00 noon 
 “A Light for Greytowers – a musical produced specifi cally for 
 ultra-orthodox women who would otherwise never see a fi lm.
 In English. Members: $5;  Non-Members: $7 (Reservations required)

Wed., Apr. 24 Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi: “Counting of the Omer” ......12:00 noon

Fri., Apr. 26 Shabbat Dinner – Please Reserve ...............................................5:00 p.m.
 Service Follows at 7:00pm  
 Members: $10;  Non-Members: $15; All children (5-12): $5 (Reservations required)

SPECIAL EVENT:  
Flushing Jewish Community Council  (FJCC) Presents Storytelling Workshops

Thursdays, April 18 & 25 at  6:15pm – 8pm   Cost:  Free
Join the conversations, led by nationally acclaimed Greek-American storyteller Barbara Alprantis, a long-
time member of the FJCC Multi-cultural Committee.  The series will run for three sessions, followed by a 

showcase presentation on April 25 for participants’ family, friends and the community

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Queens is the sixth most-expensive 
place to live in the United States, but find-
ing an apartment you can afford is harder 
in Manhattan and Brooklyn, according to 
an economic research agency.

“One word explains it,” said Dean 
Frutiger of the Council for Community and 
Economic Research. “Housing.”

The council tracks the Cost of Living 
Index for 304 urban areas, where the na-
tional average is 100.

In 2012 the cost of living in Manhat-
tan, the priciest spot in the nation, was 225 
in the survey. For Brooklyn, which was 
ranked second,  the index was 178.5 and for 
Queens, in the sixth spot, it was148.3. 

In third place on the high cost of liv-
ing list was Honolulu at 167.0, followed by 
fourth-ranked San Francisco at 163.4,  No. 
5 San Jose, Calif. at 153.4, seventh-ranked 
Stamford, Conn. at 146.1, No. 8 Washington, 
D.C. at 144.7; ninth-rank Orange County, 
Calif., at  140.6; and No. 10 Boston at 139.9.

The rankings are reports on condi-
tions in 2012 and  based not only on hous-
ing but on the cost of utilities, groceries, 
transportation, health care and miscella-

neous goods and services.
“In most of New York City, space for 

building more housing is ever edging to-
ward the limit,” Frutiger said. “Demand is 
still rising.”

So why is Brooklyn more expensive 
than Queens?

“Large areas of Brooklyn have been 
renovated, places like Dyker Heights and 
Gravesend, areas where you find rows and 
rows of brownstones,” said Rob MacKay, of 
the Queens Economic Development Corp. 

“Also there are large areas of Queens 
with inadequate public transportation 
where residents must take both buses and 
subways. Renters or buyers certainly take 
something like transportation into consid-
ering where they want to live.”

Harlingen, Texas, with an cost of liv-
ing index at 81.8, is the nation’s cheapest 
place to live, according to the survey.

All things considered, renters would 
pay three times more in Brooklyn for hous-
ing than they would pay in Harlingen, the 
survey found.

Harlingen is followed by McAllen, 
Texas, both in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
of extreme south Texas.

Queens among priciest digs 
throughout country: Survey
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

Jamaica 
Park 
DENTAL
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718)657-5100           

$200
TAKE HOME 
ZOOM 

WHITENING
Offer cannot be combined.

$650
NEW FLEXIBLE 

DENTURE
Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

$600
NEW ACRYLIC 

DENTURES
Full or Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

Late Evening Hours - Wednesday and Thursday 8am-8pm
AOA Sterilization procedure strictly followed

We accept these and many other major insurances: Metlife, Delta, Aetna, Guardian, Cigna, UFT, PBA, United Healthcare, Medicaid, Health First, GHI, 
CSEA, Fidelis, Neighborhood, 1199, DC37, Blue Cross, Healthplex, Columbia Dental, Qualident, Eastern Dental, Signature, SIDS and many other union 
plans. Call to find out.

 Replace your missing   
 teeth with Implant 
 supported permanent   
 Bridge
 $1,699 includes the implant  
 abutment and the ceramic  
 crown (all made in USA)

 Fix your smile with all 
 ceramic crowns or 
 laminates for 
 $600 per tooth.

Get red off your lose 
 dentures with Implant 
 supported dentures

Full Mouth Dental 
 Rehabilitations 
 with Dental Implant

 FREE CONSULTATION

All Phases of Dentistry including Filling, Implants, 
Cosmetic, Root Canal, Crown and Dentures
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The United State Ten-

nis Association’s proposal 
to expand its Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park fa-
cility made its way through 
the borough president’s of-
fice this week, but no for-
mal vote was taken.

Last week, Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
hosted a controversial pub-
lic hearing on the plan, 
which seeks to add 0.68 
acres of parkland into the 
lease of the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter, where she sometimes 
interrupted people testify-
ing to defend her record on 
the park.

“I am not supporting 
it. I have to see what they 
are talking about,” Mar-
shall said during the testi-
mony of longtime Queens 
activist Benjamin Haber, 
who opposes the plan.

“You will support it ... 
now let me finish,” Haber 
countered.

At a later meeting of 
the Borough Board, where 
the borough president is 
supposed to weigh in on the 
proposal, not enough City 
Council members were 
present to constitute a quo-
rum, which is the legally 
minimum number of vot-
ers. In this case, aside from 
Marshall and the heads of 
the six affected community 
boards, five Council mem-
bers were needed. Only 

four were present, which 
irked Edwin Westley, of 
Community Board 3.

“It was very disheart-
ening for all of us who 
worked very hard,” he 
said. “Because essentially 
what happened was the 
community votes were not 
recognized by the borough. 
It was a report card never 
received.”

Out of the six affected 
community boards, three 
voted against the project 
and three voted in favor 
with certain conditions, in-
cluding setting up a main-
tenance fund for the park.

Dan Andrews, a 
spokesman for Marshall, 
said she will still pass on 

her recommendation to the 
Department of City Plan-
ning, the next step before 
the Council votes whether 
or not to approve the plan.

“I can tell you that I 
am insisting that any alien-
ated parkland must be re-
placed,” Marshall said at 
the meeting.

The USTA recently al-
luded it would be open to 
replacing the 0.68 acres of 
parkland after calls from 
activists that not doing so 
would set a dangerous prec-
edent.

“Our goal is to con-
tinue to be good stewards of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Throughout this land 
use review process we’ve 

been seeking input and 
recommendations from the 
local Queens communities 
and elected officials – those 
recommendations have in-
cluded calls for a land swap 
and the establishment of a 
conservancy,” said Daniel 
Zausner, chief operating of-
ficer of the National Tennis 
Center.

The idea of parkland 
replacement seems to align 
more with the demands of 
some advocacy groups and 
several elected officials, in-
cluding state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona), 
who said he would require 
it as part of signing off on 
the project at the state lev-
el.

The USTA hopes to add an additional 0.68 acres to its lease in order to build a new stadium (bottom l.) 
and refurbish another (top r.). Image courtesy USTA

USTA project dodges vote
Marshall’s offi ce lacks quorum to decide on controversial plan

BY STEVE MOSCO

The scarred and pock-
marked  streets of Ozone 
Park make for tricky driv-
ing.

But now residents are 
looking forward to smooth 
roads as city agencies un-
veiled a sprawling plan last 
week to bring a series of 
street, sewer and lighting 
upgrades to Ozone Park.

“The roads have been 
rough around here for as 
long as I can remember,” 
said Paul Vizcarrondo, 57, 
a resident of Centerville, a 
community in Ozone Park. 
“I’d love to see some work.”

Vizcarrondo will soon 
see that work. The city De-
partment of Design and 
Construction announced 
the project with the city 
Departments of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Protection at a recent civic 
association meeting, say-
ing it would break ground 
on the $45 million project 
in March 2014.

The project will recon-
struct a number of streets 
in Ozone Park, according 
to a DDC spokesman. Close 
to 30 roadways will be tar-
geted in the plan, including 
Albert Road from Cross Bay 
Boulevard to North Con-
duit Avenue, Pitkin Avenue 
from Cross Bay Boulevard 
to Centerville Street and 
97th Street from 149th Av-
enue to Linden Boulevard.

Work will also include 
new storm sewers, up-

grades to the area’s existing 
sanitary sewers and water 
mains, as well as new side-
walks, pedestrian ramps, 
traffic signals, street lights, 
pavement markings and 
street signals.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) said 
the project has been three 
decades in planning and 
will go a long way toward 
making the area a better 
place to live.

“The people of Ozone 
Park have been waiting for 
this project for 30 years and 
I’m thrilled that their pa-
tience will finally pay off,” 
he said. “This project will 
do so much to make Center-
ville a better place to live 
and positively affect prop-
erty values in the process.”

A DDC spokesman said 
budgeting issues and the 
massive scope of the project 
all contributed to several 
delays over the years.

Community Board 10 
Chairwoman Betty Braton 
said street conditions have 
been a major concern of 
Ozone Park residents for 
a number of years and she 
applauded the city for fi-
nally bringing this project 
to fruition.

Braton said decades of 
wear and tear have made 
traversing the streets in 
Ozone Park a dangerous 
activity in some places and 
residents constantly bring 
pothole issues to board 
meetings.

Ozone Park project 
set to start next year
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 5-05-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-05-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-05-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-05-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
with Metal Frames

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

GET  
$100  
OFF

The only
thing

missing
from this
picture,
is you.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Mary Umans’ docu-

mentary “The Braddock 
Boys” begins with a poi-
gnant observation that 
holds as true today as it did 
half a century ago.

“Nobody gets a set of 
instructions. You have to 
make a place for yourself 
in the world,” Joe “Whitey” 
Jakubauskas’ voice as-
serted as the film screened 
Saturday at the Floral Park 
Historical Society. “The 
way you do this is by first 
making a place for yourself 
on the playground.”

Bellerose’s Braddock 
Park — renamed   in 1980 
after the late Creedmoor 
Civic Association founder 
H. Jacob Breininger — was 
at the center of the lives of 
Jakubauskas and his group 
of friends growing up in the 

1950s.
Umans, who produced 

the 22-minute short as part 
of a film school project af-
ter she retired, said she 
was intrigued how decades 

later the playground was 
the common thread that 
connected Jakubauskas 
and his friends.

“It all seemed to come 
back to Braddock Park,” 
she said.

Set to a doo-wop sound-
track, Umans’ short docu-
mentary interviews sever-
al of the Braddock Boys as 
they reminisce about their 
childhoods playing games 
like softball and basket-
ball.

“You would leave your 
house and you would leave 
your parents there and you 
wouldn’t come back. You 
would leave at 9 o’clock 
in the morning and you 
wouldn’t come back until 5 
o’clock at night,” Jakubaus-
kas explained. “And never 
once did you have any par-
ent come over looking for 
their kids.”

Mary Umans and Joe 
Jakubauskas mingle during 
the after-party at the screen-
ing of “The Braddock Boys” in 
Floral Park. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

‘Braddock Boys’ recall 
memories of Bellerose
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

process, which puts $1 million 
in discretionary funds into the 
voters’ hands for local projects,  
was in the final voting stage 
last week when Halloran was 
accused by federal prosecutors 
of a scheme to use taxpayer 
dollars as bribes to rig the up-
coming mayoral election so 
that state Sen. Malcom Smith 
(D-Hollis) could run in the GOP 
primary. But that did not stop 
him from touting the results.

“I thank my hardworking 
staff and all the constituents 
who put so much time and ef-
fort into this process over the 
past several months,” Halloran 
said in a press release. “We all 
learned a great deal. I espe-
cially congratulate the winners 
and encourage even more par-

ticipation next year, in every 
district.”

The morning of Halloran’s 
April 2 arrest, spokesman 
Kevin Ryan insisted his office 
would be moving forward with 
the project, referring to the 
participatory voting as “undis-
rupted”

A spokesman for Quinn 
said although the speaker and 
the Queens delegation would 
consider the participatory bud-
get voting results when decid-
ing where Halloran’s money 
would go, the Council could not 
promise that it would follow the 
votes as binding agreements.

That did not sit well with 
College Point residents, who 
scored the most votes for proj-
ects like a $250,000 structural 
restoration of the Poppenhusen 
Institute in the neighborhood, 
a $100,000 rehabilitation of 
MacNeil Park in College Point, 

and $35,000 in police cameras 
throughout Halloran’s district. 

“We are the biggest losers 
here if they don’t follow through 
with this democratic process,” 
said Andy Rocco, head of the 
College Point Civic Associa-
tion. “This totally engaged our 
community.”

 The Participatory Budget-
ing Project, a non-profit group 
leading participatory budget-
ing projects around the coun-
try,  and the Urban Justice Cen-
ter urged Quinn to ensure the 
votes count despite Halloran’s 
legal troubles.

“Council member Hal-
loran’s arrest should not impede 
the participatory budgeting pro-
cess and his constituents should 
not be punished – especially 
when participatory budgeting 
is a proven method for injecting 
transparency, accountability, 
and democracy into the budget 

process, and can ward off the 
risk of corruption that plagues 
the member item system,” the 
group said.

 Meanwhile, elected of-
ficials rallied to have funding 
restored to northeast Queens’ 
after-school Beacon program. 
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said he and state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) reached out to Quinn  
about Halloran’s member 
items.

“We want to make sure 
that we have some influence 
or at least some input into how 
discretionary funds are allocat-
ed to this district,” Avella said. 
“Because the one thing that 
concerns us greatly is outside 
people allocating money to this 
district when they may not be 
the best people to know what is 

Northern Boulevard and 
Bowne Street, near the site of 
 19-year-old Robert Jackson’s 
arrest, part of which was cap-
tured on a cellphone video that 
went viral.

“I’m still dealing with it 
today,” Jackson said. “I’m still 
trying to understand why it 
happened.”

NAACP members held up 
signs of Jackson’s face show-
ing where the skin had been 
scraped off his cheek following 
what his lawyer, Jacques Lean-
dre, called a brutal and unwar-
ranted apprehension .

“We stand in solidarity 
with the NAACP to protest the 
police conduct ... but not only 
for Robert Jackson, we’re talk-
ing about New York City and re-
ally around the country, police 

brutality has to stop,” Leandre 
said.

The lawyer, who recently 
ran for a southeast Queens City 
Council seat, said the Queens 
district attorney is investigat-
ing the case.

The NYPD did not com-
ment, since the matter is under 
investigation by the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board, a 
body that investigates com-
plaints against police officers.

According to the criminal 
complaint filed by the DA, Jack-
son was yelling and acting vio-
lently as officers were trying to 
arrest two other youngsters 
outside the YMCA Jan. 8.

Jackson did not take out 
his identification as the officers 
asked and then resisted arrest, 
attempting to bite a member 
of the NYPD, according to the 
complaint.

It was not clear what trans-
pired before Jackson’s arrest. 
The video that was posted to 

worldstarhiphop.com begins 
when Jackson is already on 
the ground. Two officers are 
attempting to handcuff him 
as Jackson yells. At least two 
of the officers appear to strike 
Jackson and knee him while he 
is on the ground before a crowd 

of other officers run over and 
the video ends.

Police sources said Jack-
son could have avoided his inju-
ries if he had just put his hands 
behind his back as the officers 
had directed him to do.

Robert Jackson (r.) and his lawyer, Jacques Leandre (c.), protest outside the 
Flushing Y. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Jackson

we are going to continue the fight.”
Paskar said the judges decided they 

did not have jurisdiction to rule on the 
FAA’s letter, but another panel of jurists 
in the same court came to the opposite 
conclusion last year involving a separate 
lawsuit.

“The courts already ruled on this. 
They are taking a completely different 
position and we are very confused,” he 
said. “We want a decision from the court 
on the merits.”

Paskar and his group have aligned 
itself with Capt. Chesley Sullenberger, 
the “Miracle on the Hudson” pilot who 
successfully landed his plane in the Hud-
son River  in 2009 when Canada geese 
struck the aircraft soon after it took off 
from LaGuardia, to spread the word on 
what they believe are the dangers of the 
facility. 

But the city maintains the whole fa-
cility, which is replacing a similar build-
ing that already operated there, will be 
sealed, trapping all odors inside and that 
birds will not be the wiser.

a small fraction of the city’s parks.
“The original bill is so weak it’s in-

credibly irresponsible,” Croft said.
City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 

(D-Astoria), one of the sponsors of the 
original bill, introduced legislation in 
May 2012 that would remove the loop-
hole.

“I find it hard to believe that the 
NYPD does not possess the technology to 
keep accurate crime statistics for parks,” 
he said. “Their current method is more 
suited for an old episode of ‘Starsky and 
Hutch’ with cops sorting through police 
reports to determine whether a crime oc-
curred in a park.”

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Trash station

Crime in parks
Halloran
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Code: TL12

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Bayside’s departing 

congressman left office 
with a generous 
farewell for his 
staffers: nearly dou-
bling their pay.

Former U.S. 
Rep. Gary Acker-
man handed out 
hefty bonuses to his 
staff members 
at the end of last 
year just as he was prepar-
ing to leave office, making 
way for his successor, Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
according to financial dis-
closure database LegiS-
torm.

The departing official 
used government money 
to almost double his staff’s 
pay for the final quarter of 
2012 between Oct. 1 and Dec. 
31. It was the most generous 

departing pay raise offered 
by a member of Congress 
last year, according to the 
staff salaries data tracked 
by the website.  

What made 
the final bonuses 
unique for Acker-
man specifically 
was the sheer 
amount in his fi-
nal months as a 
congressman.

Records 
showed total 

salary expenditures would 
spike in the final quarter 
of each year in Ackerman’s 
office, with staffers receiv-
ing some extra pay in the 
process. But the biggest 
payday for his 15 staffers 
came at the end of the con-
gressman’s final quarter 
in office, showing $401,072 
compared to the previous 
quarter’s $217,353 in com-
pensation expenditures.

Ackerman did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment by press time.

The government mon-
ey doled out to staffers 
comes from a set allowance 
for all expenses throughout 
the course of a year. Any 
unused money eventually 
gets returned to the U.S. 
Treasury.

A LegiStorm report 
showed Ackerman to be the 
most generous giver of year-
end bonuses, which come 
from government funds. He 
was also the only Democrat 
out of the Top 10 officials 
for the 113th Congress on 
the list, the site said.

Just behind Acker-
man in the bonus depart-
ment was Rep. Todd Akin 
(R-Mo.), who bumped up 
his staff’s salaries 98.3 per-
cent in his final quarter in 
office before vacating his 
seat, LegiStorm reported.

GARY ACKERMAN

Ackerman blessed staff
with huge exit bonuses

184-20 Union Turnpike Flushing NY 11366 | 718-454-5870 & 347-238-1995
www.turnpikeshoes.com | info@turnpikeshoes.com

STORE HOURS: Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6, Thur 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5, Closed Mon

ALL SALES TAX FREE 
ALL WEEK

Daily raffl es for shoes & gifts from local 
retailers. No purchase necessary.

—Get 5 additional raffl e entries with this ad.—
Disclaimer: Promotion cannot be combined with any other offer.  Prizes cannot be exchanged nor returned for cash value.  Please note expiration dates on all prizes.

New Location featuring 
FREE PRIVATE PARKING

Aetrex  Ara  Beautifeel  Blondo  Bussola
Comfort Club  Dansko  Drew  Durea 

Finn Comfort  Fit Flops  Hafl inger  Laurevan
Marc Marc  Naot  New Balance  Orthaheel
Pedifi x  Pikolinos  SAS  Sabrinas  Saucony

Thierry Rabotin  Taos  Waldlaufer  Wolky  Ziera

Raffl ing shoes & products donated by:

Arpi’s Spa  Ben Ric Furs  LP & Co. Salon 
Lulu’s Bakery  Malawi
Mayfair Wine & Liquors
Quality Printing & Signs 

Reliance Limo  Romeo’s Pizza

Raffl ing gifts donated by our neighbors:

Food and drinks

GRAND REOPENING CELEBRATION 
April 16 to April 21, 2013



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

R. 
14

, 2
01

3
10

STORE CLOSING
MUST SELL ALL TO THE BARE WALLS!

COME IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION BEFORE IT ALL GOES!

DCA LICENSE
#14588578

THIS LOCATION ONLY

MILLION DOLLAR
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

LIQUIDATION

FREE
PARKING
IN FRONT

LIQUIDATION GOING ON NOW!

30%
   70%
to

ALL ITEMS
REDUCED

FREEE

WWW.MYBEVERLYHILLSFURNITURE.COM

128–03 MERRICK BLVD, JAMAICA, NY 11434

718–978–5555
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 


