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BY JOE ANUTA

The United State Tennis As-
sociation’s proposal to expand its 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
facility made its way through 
the borough president’s office 
this week, but no formal vote was 
taken.

Last week, Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall hosted a 
controversial public hearing on 
the plan, which seeks to add 0.68 
acres of parkland into the lease of 
the Billie Jean King National Ten-
nis Center, where she sometimes 
interrupted people testifying to 
defend her record on the park.

“I am not supporting it. I 
have to see what they are talking 
about,” Marshall said during the 
testimony of longtime Queens 
activist Benjamin Haber, who op-
poses the plan.

“You will support it ... now 
let me finish,” Haber countered.

At a later meeting of the Bor-
ough Board, where the borough 
president is supposed to weigh in 
on the proposal, not enough City 
Council members were present 
to constitute a quorum, which is 
the legally minimum number of 
voters. In this case, aside from 
Marshall and the heads of the six 
affected community boards, five 
Council members were needed. 
Only four were present, which 
irked Edwin Westley, of Commu-
nity Board 3.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Tensions at the Baisley 
Park Houses were high over the 
weekend after police arrested 
two men outside the southeast 
Queens public housing project 
Friday night, prompting dozens 
of angry residents to march to 
the 113th Precinct where they 
were met by police in riot gear, 
community leaders said.

Police said that around 7:15 
p.m. Friday, officers from the 
precinct suspecting a drug deal 
attempted to stop a 2008 Chrysler 
300 near Foch and Guy R. Brew-
er boulevards.

When the officers tried to re-
move 33-year-old Corey Crichlow 
from the car, they allegedly saw 
him swallow what was believed 
to be crack cocaine, according to 
the NYPD.

Crichlow then pushed one 
of the officers to the ground and 
as sergeants struggled with him 
a second man, 27-year-old Ray-
nard Fields, stepped in and got 
involved in the confrontation, 
police said.

The NYPD said an unknown 
person began throwing rocks 
and bottles as additional officers 
arrived on the scene, and one of-
ficer was taken to Elmhurst Hos-
pital for back and hand injuries.

A group of 40 protesters 
then marched nearly a mile to 
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BRIDGE AND TUNNEL WIN

Verrazano, ridden by jockey John Velazquez, races to victory in the Wood Memorial Stakes at Aqueduct Race Track. 
The race is generally considered a precursor to the Triple Crown. Photo by Christina Santucci

Residents of 
Baisley Houses 
confront 113th

Tennis center proposal dodges vote
Quorum not present to greenlight or oppose expansion at Marshall’s meeting

Lobbyists role revealed 
in borough president race
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Say hello 
to ‘Birdie’    
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The scarred and pock-
marked  streets of Ozone 
Park make for tricky driv-
ing.

But now residents are 
looking forward to smooth 
roads as city agencies un-
veiled a sprawling plan last 
week to bring a series of 
street, sewer and lighting 
upgrades to Ozone Park.

“The roads have been 
rough around here for as 
long as I can remember,” 
said Paul Vizcarrondo, 57, 
a resident of Centerville, a 
community in Ozone Park. 
“I’d love to see some work.”

Vizcarrondo will soon 
see that work. The city De-
partment of Design and 
Construction announced 
the project with the city 
Departments of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Protection at a recent civic 
association meeting, say-
ing it would break ground 
on the $45 million project 
in March 2014.

The project will recon-
struct a number of streets 

in Ozone Park, according 
to a DDC spokesman. Close 
to 30 roadways will be tar-
geted in the plan, including 
Albert Road from Cross Bay 
Boulevard to North Con-
duit Avenue, Pitkin Avenue 
from Cross Bay Boulevard 
to Centerville Street and 
97th Street from 149th Av-
enue to Linden Boulevard.

Work will also include 
new storm sewers, up-
grades to the area’s existing 
sanitary sewers and water 
mains, as well as new side-
walks, pedestrian ramps, 
traffic signals, street lights, 
pavement markings and 
street signals.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) said 
the project has been three 
decades in planning and 
will go a long way toward 
making the area a better 
place to live.

“The people of Ozone 
Park have been waiting for 
this project for 30 years and 
I’m thrilled that their pa-
tience will finally pay off,” 
he said. “This project will 

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A Flushing middle-

school teacher was accused 
of having a months-long 
sexual affair with a 14-year-
old former student and ar-
rested this week on charges 
of statutory rape, Queens 
district attorney said.

Police said Daniel Reil-
ly, 36, was taken into custo-
dy at his Forest Hills home 
and faces a total of 12 counts 
of rape and seven counts of 
endangering the welfare of 
a child. Reilly, who a city 
Department of Education 
spokeswoman said was an 
English teacher at IS 237 in 
Flushing, allegedly had sex 
with the minor numerous 
times in his home.

The married ex-Ma-
rine allegedly used cell-
phone code names to hide 
the affair from his lawyer 
wife, with whom he has an 
11-month-old daughter, the 
New York Post reported.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown 
said the suspected sexual 
relationship went on for 
nine months and allegedly 
occurred on multiple occa-
sions between August 2012 
and April 2013.

“This case is par-
ticularly disturbing,” said 
Brown. “Schools should be 
safe havens for children. 
Instead this defendant is 
accused of sexually preying 
upon one of his former stu-
dents and rendezvousing 
with her at his residence.”

According to the 
criminal complaint filed 
by the DA, Reilly sent his 

former elementary school 
pupil text messages in Au-
gust 2012 asking for sex. 
The complaint further de-
scribes numerous sexually 
charged encounters involv-
ing the girl inside Reilly’s 
apartment. The last known 
sexual encounter occurred 
just days before Reilly was 
taken into custody, the 
court papers said.

The affair came to 
light after the victim’s sis-
ter saw the explicit text 
messages and alerted her 
parents, according to the 
district attorney.  The vic-
tim’s parents then went to 
school officials and Reilly 

was pulled from his class-
room and arrested.

Bail was set at $30,000 
and Reilly was ordered to 

return to court May 6. If 
convicted, he faces up to 
seven years in prison.

The spokeswoman for 
the city Department of Edu-
cation said there were no 
prior incidents involving 
Reilly and the teacher was 
immediately reassigned to 
an administrative office.

“He is a tenured em-
ployee, which means he has 
due process, which includes 
a hearing,” the spokeswom-
an said.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Pitkin Avenue is one of many roads in Ozone Park set for major up-
grades. Photo by Steve Mosco

DANIEL REILLY 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Ozone Park project 
set to start next year

Teacher charged with rape
Cops say Flushing instructor engaged in affair with 14-year-old

Continued on Page 49

An English teacher at IS 237 in Flushing was charged with statutory rape.
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Hurricane Sandy dis-
rupted Broad Channel’s 
relative tranquility with 
a surge that washed away 
homes, roads, cars, busi-
nesses and the epitome of 
comfort food: the cheese 
bagel.

The warm, doughy, 
cheese-topped curiosities 
had graced the plates of 
the seaside community’s 
residents for more than 20 
years before the storm’s 
fury gutted their home, 
The Bay-Gull Store, at 16-32 
Cross Bay Blvd.

Owner Patrick Wil-
liams, 27, lost ovens, dis-
play cases, refrigerators 
and nearly everything else 
at the store he has owned 
for close to four years.

“Everything was 
flipped over,” he said from 
behind the counter of his 
small, unassuming deli 

with blue-checkered floors. 
“All of this heavy equip-
ment was flipped over and 
ruined.”

Williams first ob-
served the store’s damage 
the morning after Sandy, 
following a night spent 
huddled with family mem-
bers mere blocks away after 
trudging through shoulder-
deep water to rescue his dog 
from his own house.

But even with thou-
sands of dollars worth of 
damage to his store and a 
long, worrisome night, Wil-
liams emerged from Sandy 
mostly unscathed.

“It’s hard to believe 
how bad it was unless you 
were here that night,” 
said Williams. “I was able 
to save a few items at my 
house, but I lost my car and 
my girlfriend lost her car — 
there was lots of damage.”

It took Williams six 
weeks to reopen The Bay-

Gull Store, and because his 
signature bagels need a spe-
cial, rotating oven, the ven-
erable cheese bagels did not 
return to storm-weary resi-
dents until mid-January.

The store’s success-
ful catering business also 
returned along with a cu-
rious element not seen in 
most bagel stores: a post of-
fice outlet.

“Come here, eat a ba-
gel and send a package,” he 
said. “We do it all.”

Williams, who did 
not have insurance, spent 
$17,000 to replace his oven 
— a price he said he would 
pay again if necessary.

“When we first re-
opened, we were just sell-
ing essential items and it 
took a while to get the ba-
gels going again,” he said. 
“But we put a sign up out-
side that our bagels were 
finally back. And when we 
did that, people were com-
ing in here with big smiles 
on their faces.”

Customers range from 
residents around the block 
to construction workers and 
other transient individuals 
just passing through. One 
worker ordered two roast 
beef sandwiches on cheese 
bagels and another two 
plain cheese bagels before 
heading home to Queens 

Village for the day.
“If I don’t stop here 

when I’m in Broad Chan-
nel, I feel like I’m cheating 
myself,” he said.

Vanessa S., a longtime 
Broad Channel resident, 
said the store took on a 
“home base quality” after 
the storm, as people from 
up and down Cross Bay 
Boulevard struggled to re-
build.

“There are people still 
facing hard times here,” she 
said. “People are still wait-
ing for insurance money.”

Williams strives to pro-
vide a bright spot for those 
people the best way he can: 
with a warm, cheesy bagel, 
a hot cup of coffee and a 
smile for every customer.

“When people come in 
here and they are happy, 
that makes me happy,” he 
said. “Even if they only 
order a coffee, I still want 
them to come here.”

Cheese bagel purveyor Patrick Williams knows everyone who 
steps into his Broad Channel shop, but welcomes newcomers just 
as warmly. Photo by Steve Mosco

Broad Channel’s cheese bagels bounce back from brink
The Bay-Gull Store fi lls the hole in the hearts of residents reeling after hurricane with signature offering

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

Wedding
Bands 

 from

$499*

*Offer expires 4.30.13

The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com

Our Jeweler has 44 Years of Expert Experience

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into Custom Designed 
Jewelry to Fit any Budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum Jewelry Repair on the Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing While You Wait. 
Viewing Permitted

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, 
MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC.

OKG: Where Excellence 
& Quality Excel

“WE’RE 
BEST AT”

Designing & Redesigning 
Your Old Jewelry at 

UNBEATABLE PRICES!

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?
FREE PRONG TIGHTENING

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13

Appetizers 
Shrimp Cocktail (4) Jumbo
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato

Caesar Salad
Mixed Green Salad

Fried Calamari

Entree
T-bone Steak for Two

T-bone for One
New York Cut Sirloin Steak

Rib Eye Steak
Filet Mignon

Calf Liver with Bacon & Onion
Two Cut Pork Chops Topped w/Saute 

Hot or Sweet Pepper
Shrimp Scampi (6) Jumbo w/ Rice
Veal Marsala, Piccata or Francese

Chicken Marsala, Piccata or Francese
Filet of Sole Broiled or Saute

Famous Wraps 
Titanic:

Grilled Chicken, Feta, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Balsamic Vinaigrette 

American Beauty:
Turkey, Bacon, American Cheese, 

Lettuce, Tomato

Gladiator:
Chicken Caesar Salad Wrap

Crisp Cold Salad Platters
With Crisp Lettuce, Homemade Salad, Coleslaw, Hard 

Boiled Egg, Tomato, Cucumber, and Green Peppers.

Whole Jumbo Shrimp Platter (4)
Tuna Fish Salad Platter

Hard Boiled Egg Salad Platter
Salad Platter

Cold Roast Beef Platter 
Individual Salmon Platter 

Individual Tuna Fish Platter

Paninis
Tuscan: Fresh Mozzarella, Plum Tomatoes, Spinach, Basil, Sun-Dried Tomato Spread 

Vegetarian Bite: Grilled Vegetables, Fresh Mozzarella, Sun-Dried Tomato Spread 
Chicken Romano: Grilled Chicken, Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers & Pesto Sauce

Ham Vera Cruz: Ham, Swiss Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato & Honey Mustard

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
(866)392-1378

15% Off Entire Check

Dine in Only 

Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

68-60 Austin Street 
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7am-10pm www.foresthillsdiner.net

with Advertisement
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

One week after feder-
al authorities announced 
they had uncovered two 
suspected bribery plots 
in Queens and the Bronx, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo un-
veiled a legislative initia-
tive designed to give the 
state’s 62 district attorneys 
more power to prosecute 
corruption cases.

“Preventing public 
corruption is essential 
to ensuring that govern-
ment works and can ef-
fectively keep the public’s 
trust,” Cuomo said Tues-
day. “The Public Trust Act 
recognizes that crimes of 
public corruption should 
be treated more seriously 
than other white-collar 
crimes because when they 
break the law, they also 
break the public trust that 
the people have placed in 
government.”

Last week, U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara an-
nounced his office, working 
with the FBI, had brought 
charges against state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis), 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) and 
Queens Republican Party 
Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone, alleging they 
had orchestrated a plot to 
bribe Smith’s way onto the 
GOP ticket in the race for 
mayor.

Two days later, Bhar-
ara held another news con-
ference announcing Bronx 
Assemblyman Eric Ste-

venson had been charged 
with bribery. 

“This legislation will 
continue our work to re-
store public trust by giv-
ing every district attorney 
in our state the tools they 
need to root out and pun-
ish all forms of public cor-
ruption at every level of 
government,” Cuomo said.

The governor said 
federal laws provide pros-
ecutors with more tools to 
handle corruption cases 
than do state laws, and 
district attorneys often 
turn their cases over to 
the feds.

He said the new pack-
age of bills, which requires 
approval from the state 
Legislature, will align 
New York’s laws with fed-
eral ones.

Among some of the 
proposals, the law would 
require prosecutors only 
to prove someone paying 
a bribe “intended” to in-
fluence a public official as 
opposed to having to prove 
both parties formed a cor-
rupt agreement.

The proposed legisla-
tion would also make it a 
misdemeanor for any pub-
lic official or employee to 
fail to report bribery and 
would impose a lifetime 
ban from government  on 
anyone convicted of felony 
public corruption. The 
ban would include holding 
public or civil office, re-
ceiving certain tax credits 
and bidding or obtaining 
state contracts.

BY JOE ANUTA AND PHIL 
CORSO

 
 Funding for communi-

ty-based projects in north-
east Queens is in limbo 
after City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was arrested in a brib-
ery scandal last week and 
charged with plotting to 
misuse money meant for 
neighborhood groups.

For months, Halloran 
has been meeting with 
northeast Queens residents 
to assemble a list of initia-
tives the community could 
vote on to decide where $1 
million of his discretionary 
funds would go in a process 
called participatory bud-
geting. 

But Tuesday Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) laced into 
Halloran for sending out a 
cheery news release tout-
ing the results.

“Here you have a man 
who is alleged to have en-
gaged in a highly illegal 
activity relating to mem-
ber items in the City Coun-
cil, among other things,” 
Quinn said. “That presents 
to me no real apprecia-

tion - steeped in arrogance 
- about how significant the 
charges are against him.  It 
was outrageous.”

Halloran was not at a 
Tuesday City Council ses-
sion, where the leadership 
voted to relieve him of all 

committee assignments 
and prohibit him from 
making any more funding 
allocations.

The same day his leg-
islative director John Mul-
vey resigned. A day ear-
lier, Chief of Staff Chrissy 

Voskerichian also stepped 
down. 

Halloran’s spokesman 
said the councilman would 
continue working out of his 
district office. 

The participatory bud-
geting process, which puts 
$1 million in discretionary 
funds into the voters’ hands 
for local projects,  was in the 
final voting stage last week 
when Halloran was accused 
by federal prosecutors of 
a scheme to use taxpayer 
dollars as bribes to rig the 
upcoming mayoral election 
so that state Sen. Malcom 
Smith (D-Hollis) could run 
in the GOP primary. But 
that did not stop him from 
touting the results.

“I thank my hardwork-
ing staff and all the con-
stituents who put so much 
time and effort into this 
process over the past sever-
al months,” Halloran said 
in a press release. “We all 
learned a great deal. I espe-
cially congratulate the win-
ners and encourage even 
more participation next 
year, in every district.”

The morning of Hal-
loran’s April 2 arrest, 

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Bayside’s departing 

congressman left office 
with a generous farewell 
for his staffers: nearly dou-
bling their pay.

Former U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman handed out 
hefty bonuses to his staff 
members at the end of last 
year just as he was prepar-
ing to leave office, making 
way for his successor, Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
according to financial dis-
closure database LegiS-
torm.

The departing official 
used government money 
to almost double his staff’s 
pay for the final quarter of 
2012 between Oct. 1 and Dec. 

31. It was the most generous 
departing pay raise offered 
by a member of Congress 
last year, according to the 
staff salaries data tracked 
by the website.  

What made the final 

bonuses unique for Acker-
man specifically was the 
sheer amount in his final 
months as a congressman.

Records showed total 
salary expenditures would 
spike in the final quarter 

of each year in Ackerman’s 
office, with staffers receiv-
ing some extra pay in the 
process. But the biggest 
payday for his 15 staffers 
came at the end of the con-
gressman’s final quarter 
in office, showing $401,072 
compared to the previous 
quarter’s $217,353 in com-
pensation expenditures.

Ackerman did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment by press time.

The government mon-
ey doled out to staffers 
comes from a set allowance 
for all expenses throughout 
the course of a year. Any 
unused money eventually 
gets returned to the U.S. 
Treasury.

Former U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman tops the list of departing con-
gressmen who left whopping bonuses for staffers.

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) leaves a courthouse in White 
Plains, N.Y., alongside attorney Dennis Ring.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (l.) and Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance Jr. announce new plans give prosecutors more power to go 
after corruption. AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

Ackerman doubles staff salaries on exit

Halloran holes up in offi ce
Councilman’s staff shrinks as Quinn blasts him for budget boast

Cuomo calls on state 
to curb corruption 

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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BY JOE ANUTA AND RICH 
BOCKMANN

 
Aside from distributing 5 

percent of the city’s budget, the 
borough president’s powers large-
ly consist of advocating for or 
against issues that affect Queens 
and many of the candidates who 
want the job have ties to govern-
ment lobbyists paid to influence 
these types of decisions.

Two of the seven current 
hopefuls in the Democratic race 
to fill the seat of Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall have been 
lobbyists themselves, while oth-
ers accepted donations from lob-
bying firms or have ties to family 
members who lobby.

Lobbyists spend millions in 
New York City each year. Major 
League Soccer, for example, spent 
the most out of any company last 
year to convince city officials 
that a stadium in the borough is 
a good idea. On the other hand, 
many nonprofits and hospitals 
lobby, and the practice is an ac-
ceptable legal avenue to advance a 
cause or project, according to Da-
vid Birdsell, dean of Baruch Col-
lege’s School of Public Affairs.

“I think it is important to es-
tablish out of the gate that lobby-
ing is a perfectly legitimate form 
of representation,” he said.

Limited Donations

 But because lobbying firms 
are paid to influence lawmak-
ers, the City Campaign Finance 
Board limits their contributions 
to $320 for borough president 
candidates, whereas the normal 
donation limit is $3,850. Members 
of high-powered lobbying firms 
are sometimes former elected of-
ficials themselves and often have 
close ties to sitting city officials, 
which means they have an out-
sized advantage compared to the 
average voter, according to Bird-
sell.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), businessman Everly 
Brown, City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), former 
state Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz, Director of Community 
Boards Barry Grodenchik, Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) are all vying for 
the seat.

The candidate’s donations on 
file with the Campaign Finance 

Board were examined through 
March 11 for lobbyists registered 
with the city, high-ranking em-
ployees of lobbying firms and 
unions that are registered lobby-
ists — the same criteria the board 
uses to track and limit donations. 
Donors registered as lobbyists at 
any time from 2010 onward were 
included.

Only donations starting with 
the year 2010 were considered 
since candidates like Comrie and 
Vallone were term-limited out 
after their 2009 election. Money 
from possible spouses of lobby-
ists, misspellings and donors who 
did not disclose their occupation 
hampered the effort. But overall, 
clear trends emerged.

Former Lobbyists 

Katz was until November a 
lobbyist at the Park Avenue law 
firm Greenberg Traurig, which 
specializes in government af-
fairs.   She received 48 donations 
from lobbying interests totaling 
about $16,200 of her $387,132 war 

chest. Some of those firms, Bryan 
Cave, for example, are involved in 
Queens projects like a planned 52-
home development in Whitestone 
that is fraught with environmen-
tal concerns.

Katz also received 36 dona-
tions from employees of Green-
berg Traurig, not all of whom 
were registered as lobbyists, and 
$1,000 from the political action 
committee of the firm, which has 
worked on behalf of a wide vari-
ety of clients, including several 
Queens developers. 

Katz, who was once head 
of the City Council’s influential 
Land Use Committee, began lob-
bying in 2010, and received 19 
donations totaling about $18,500 
from clients who formerly hired 
her, according to the filings.

For example, the former 
councilwoman, who also served as 
former Borough President Claire 
Shulman’s director of community 
boards,  received three donations 
totaling $8,200 from a company 

called Shalimar Management, a 
real estate firm with interests in 
Corona’s Lefrak City that hired 
Katz to lobby the city Department 
of City Planning in 2012. She also 
received four donations totaling 
$7,700 from a company called Con-
stantine DB, an Astoria-based de-
veloper that hired Katz to lobby 
the city Department of Housing 
and Preservation in 2010. 

George Artz, spokesman for 
Katz, said that these donations 
came from former colleagues and 
personal friends, along with peo-
ple who she formerly worked with 
who recognized her determina-
tion and work ethic.

“No client is going to give her 
money based on what she would 
do for them,” he said.

Grodenchik, a former assem-
blyman, was a lobbyist from 2006 
to 2009 for The Parkside Group, 
the go-to political consulting firm 
for the Queens Democratic Party, 
which also takes on a diverse cli-
entele. The director of communi-

ty boards received nine donations 
from various lobbying interests 
amounting to about $2,000 out of 
his total $104,000.

Grodenchik also received 
14 donations from employees of 
companies he used to lobby for 
totaling about $4,000. In 2006, 
he was hired to lobby for Rock-
efeller Development Group Corp., 
one of the companies  behind the 
$850 million Flushing Commons 
project in downtown Flushing. 
In the current race, Grodenchik 
received a $2,000 donation from 
a high-ranking project developer 
that has partnered with Rock-
efeller: Christian Lee of TDC De-
velopment. 

New Paradigm

But according to Birdsell, in 
an age of term limits, lawmak-
ers who move into the lobbying 
world and then run for office may 
become  more common. If a lobby-
ist devotes an outsized portion of 
his or her career to a particular 
cause, he said, then voters may 
be in danger of electing a mouth-
piece for that issue, although Katz 
and Grodenchik lobbied for many 
different clients.

Once elected officials leave 
office, they are typically barred 
for two years from lobbying the 
area where they served, said 
Barbara Bartoletti, the legisla-
tive director of the New York 
State League of Women Voters. 
But this cooling off period is not 
instituted the other way around, 
meaning lobbyists can immedi-
ately become politicians without 
violating any ethics laws on the 
books.

“As long as your campaign 
is transparent and voters know 
that’s what your former job was, 
that is the decision of the elector-
ate,” she said.

Lobbyists already enjoy an 
outsized influence in politics 
compared to the average citizen, 
and injecting money into cam-
paigns could only compound that 
influence, according to Bartoletti, 
which is why the League supports 
the city’s limits on lobbyist con-
tributions and believes that those 
lower thresholds can curtail the 
influence of special interests. 

Where the Money Went

Out of all the candidates, 
Comrie received the most money 
from lobbying interests —  $23,650, 
or about 20  percent of his total, ac-

State Sen. Tony Avella (clockwise from top l.), Councilman Leroy Comrie, Director of Community Boards Barry Grodenchik, 
former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz, Sen. Jose Peralta and Councilman Peter Vallone have all received donations from 
lobbying interests.

Beep hopefuls have ties to lobbying cash
Campaign donations demonstrate links to companies hired to infl uence government decisions

Continued on Page 44
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Nearly 200 people 

turned out Saturday to 
hear a panel of experts at 
St. John’s University dis-
cuss human trafficking 
and the ways the travel in-
dustry can end the modern-
day slave trade.

“People assume that 
it’s someone else’s problem 
or that it happens some-
where else,” keynote speak-
er Sandi Mitchell said. 
“They don’t realize there 
are things they can do.”

Queens neighborhoods 
such as Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Flushing are 
some of the biggest desti-
nations in the borough for 
traffickers who take ad-
vantage of men and women 
from as near as Brooklyn 
and as far away as Latin 
America, often using John. 
F. Kennedy International 
and LaGuardia airports 

to transport their human 
chattel.

Mitchell said the trav-
el industry is in a unique 
position to keep on the look-
out for suspicious activ-
ity — such as men who fre-
quently travel one way with 

children but return alone 
— but said it is difficult to 
get some of the biggest com-
panies to get on board with 
such a hot-button issue.

“Most companies want 
to participate in something 
positive,” she lamented.

While working for Sa-
bre Holdings, a global trav-
el-technology company that 
owns the Travelocity web-
site, Mitchell helped the 
company develop its Pass-
port to Freedom initiative, 
which raises awareness 

among employees, travel-
ers and industry partners.

Some of the key signs 
to look for, Mitchell said, 
include travelers who do 
not have control over their 
own travel documents  or 
numerous inconsistencies 
in their stories.

Sabre is also one of the 
companies to sign an in-
dustry-wide pledge, known 
as The Code, designed to 
protect children from sex 
tourism. Delta Airlines is 
the only major U.S. airline 
to sign the pledge.

Panelist Joan Dawber 
spoke about the work her 
organization, LifeWay Net-
work, has done to help vic-

tims of trafficking get their 
lives back.

In the past year the 
group has provided safe 
housing and rehabilitative 
services for six women, but 
Dawber said there is still 
a “critical need” for long-

term housing in the New 
York area.

“It’s so difficult to have 
them believe in themselves 
and have them believe they 
can do things other than 
what they’ve been doing,” 
she said.

Kathleen Collins, an 
assistant district attorney 
in Brooklyn’s Human Traf-
ficking Unit, said there are 
many challenges when it 
comes to prosecuting these 
cases, such as raising sex 
trafficking to a violent felo-
ny charge.

“Sex trafficking is one 
of the most violent crimes 
I’ve seen during my time 
working in the district at-
torney’s office,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Kathleen Collins (c.), an assistant district attorney in Brooklyn, talks about the difficulties of prose-
cuting sex trafficking cases during a forum at St. John’s University. Photo by Rich Bockmann

SJU hosts panel on how travel biz can stop human traffi cking
Companies could keep a lookout for activity, but many big businesses shy away from hot topic

Log-Onto: MyFreeTaxes.com/GWNY
To Begin Filing Today!

Both online and telephone support are provided for 
assistance with any questions or issues you may have

Twitter.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

Facebook.com/MyFreeTaxesGWNY

Prepare & File 
Your Federal and State Taxes

Online for FREE 
(Powered by H&R Block)

Phone: 1-855-MY-TX –Help or 1-855-698-9435
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-10pm EST
Email: customerservice@myfreetaxes.com
Website/Chat: myfreetaxes.com
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TLThe Better Way!

Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Due: 1st Payment & DMV fees only. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Tax paid by dealer and rebates assigned to dealer ( NYS Resident Only ).
Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And
Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 04-30-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...

T h i s  M o n t h ’ s  S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s :

VIP ADVANTAGE
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.
� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.
� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

We Are The LARGEST Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

The Better Way!
Better Price! Better Selection! Better Service!

$299
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

Automatic, AC, P.Windows,
P.Locks, P.Seat, Remote
Entry, Bluetooth & Much
More! MSRP $33,990

see dealer for details.

$0 Down Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Bank Fee! We’ll Even Pay The Taxes! 
No Prep Fees! No Admin Fees! No Delivery Fees! No Gimmicks! 

Due On Delivery: 1st Payment & DMV Fees... PERIOD!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,500

LEASE FOR

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

$236
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $236 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start, Back-Up
Camera, PW, PDL, Power Roof, Bluetooth,
Power Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline Alert
& Much More! MSRP $26,665 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FORConvenience Package All-Wheel Drive

$316
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $316 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLE 2

Automatic, AC, 7 Pass. Seating, Power Seats,
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, PW, PDL, Power
Liftgate & Much More! MSRP $40,485 Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

in Great Neck!
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
���������	
������������������

Scan for Gaming Info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take  or Q37.  

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains.

Now through September 30,  
sign up as a new member  
and receive a scratch-off  

ticket worth at least $10 in  
Free Play – you could win  

$500 cash! Already a member? 
Bring a new member and  

you’ll both receive a  
free scratch-off. 

JOIN TODAY! 
WIN UP TO $500 CASH!

POLICE 

Blotter

Bus kills pedestrian near Elmhurst Hospital: NYPD
ELMHURST — A man was hit by a 

city bus and killed April 3 as he was cross-
ing the street near Elmhurst Hospital, po-
lice said.

The NYPD said they received the call 
of a pedestrian struck at about 7:30 p.m., 
and when officers arrived they found the 
man unconscious and unresponsive. He 
was pronounced dead at Elmhurst Hospi-

tal, police said.
Police said the man, who had no iden-

tification on him, had stepped into the 
street from between two parked cars and 
was hit by a Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority bus traveling south on Broad-
way. There were no arrests made and the 
investigation is ongoing, police said.

Cops arrest robbery suspect after chase: DA

SUNNYSIDE — The police were look-
ing for a suspect wanted for punching a 
43-year-old and running off with his bag.

The suspect, described as a Hispanic 
male in his 20s, approached his victim on 
40th Street March 16 and asked him what 
time it was before punching him and re-
moving his bag, police said.

Police hunt SE Queens hotel robbery suspects

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police arrested a robbery suspect after he led them on a 
dangerous chase, Queens District Attorney Richard Brown said.

Ravinder Dharamshot and his alleged accomplice, Umair Farooq, were wanted in 
connection with the robberies of two gas stations and a deli in Queens, Brown said.

When police officers spotted Dharamshot driving a vehicle that matched a de-
scription from the robberies, he allegedly sped off and led police in a high-speed chase 
before crashing his vehicle into a police car and injuring two officers, Brown said.

Dharamshot allegedly fled the scene and was arrested later that day, the DA said. 
Farooq, who was allegedly a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested shortly after the 
crash, according to Brown.

Police released this image of a suspect wanted 
for stealing another man’s bag in Sunnyside. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Suspect packs punch before bag swipe: NYPD

SOUTH JAMAICA — The NYPD was 
asking the public to help identify two sus-
pects wanted for robbing hotels in south-
ern Queens.

Police said the suspects used hand-
guns to knock over three hotels between 
Dec. 29 and April 5.

During the April 5 robbery of the 
Howard Johnson on Rockaway Boulevard, 
surveillance video showed the two sus-
pects wearing dark clothes and masks.

This image shows the two suspects police 
say robbed three hotels in South Jamaica. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY PHIL CORSO

As it has done every 
year since 1996, the city De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection proposed anoth-
er water rate hike for fiscal 
year 2014, bringing back 
the same old sentiments 
from borough officials.

The most recent in-
crease on tap is plugged at 
5.6 percent — a rate DEP 
Commissioner Carter 
Strickland championed as 
the lowest increase in eight 
years, thanks to the depart-
ment’s focus on efficiency.

“We recognize that any 
rate increase can be a bur-
den on our customers, and 
we will continue to look for 
ways to further tighten our 
belts and work with our 
regulators to reduce the 
burden of unfunded man-
dates so that New Yorkers 
get the best possible water 
and wastewater services at 
the most affordable rates,” 
Strickland said.

The proposed hike 
was actually lower than an-
ticipated, Strickland said, 
because of various sav-
ings the department made 
through its budget.

According to the DEP, 
the proposed 5.6 percent 
rate increase would mean a 
$52 increase for single-fam-
ily homeowners’ water and 
sewer bills over the course 
of the year. Multi-family 
units would also see a $34 
increase over a year, the 
DEP said.

To put the numbers in 
perspective, the DEP said 

New York City’s rates were 
average when compared to 
other major U.S. cities such 
as Atlanta and San Fran-
cisco, whose growth num-
bers were 11.7 percent and 
6.7 percent between 1999 
and the present.

City Comptroller John 
Liu released a strong state-
ment in response to another 
year of water rate hikes on 
behalf of those who could 
use that extra $3 to $4 every 
month.

“City Hall’s proposal to 
hike water prices yet again 
is yet another blow to strug-
gling New Yorkers’ pocket-
books,” Liu said. “After as-
tronomical rate rises of the 
past seven years, it is cold 
comfort that the proposed 
hike is ‘only’ 5.6 percent. 
Citizens should protest this 
proposed hike at the com-
ing hearings.”

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
said the word “outrageous” 
was not strong enough to 
describe his reaction to 
the hike, which he called a 
stealth tax increase for ho-
meowners.

“The rates have gone 
up 65 percent in the last 
five years, and unfortu-
nately we have no control 
over it,” said Vallone, who 
sits on the Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Com-
mittee. “They come up with 
the same excuse every year, 
and homeowners should be 
furious.”

Last year, Liu said he 
believed an independent 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

TimesLedger News-
papers won 13 journalism 
awards at the New York 
Press Association annual 
convention last weekend in 
Saratoga, N.Y., where the 
chain’s editors and report-
ers were recognized for edi-
torial excellence.

The TimesLedger, 
which is based in Bayside, 
covers the many diverse 
neighborhoods in Queens.

The NYPA received 
2,351 entries for its 2012 
Better Newspaper Contest 
from 150 newspapers from 
across the state competing 
for awards in 60 categories.

TimesLedger won 
three first place awards, 
two second place awards, 
six third place awards and 
two honorable mentions.

“Every member of 
the TimesLedger editorial 
staff was represented in the 
awards that we won,” said 
Roz Liston, editor.  “This 
speaks to the enormous 
team effort that is an every-
day part of the newsroom 
and was tested even further 
by our coverage of Hurri-
cane Sandy.”

Photo Editor Chris-
tina Santucci won two first-
place awards, one for Spot 
News Photos of the devasta-
tion Hurricane Sandy un-
leashed in Queens and an-
other for Picture Story for 
her coverage of the colorful 
Holi parade in Richmond 
Hill.

“There’s so much to 
like about all these photos. 
Sandy was a wide-reach-
ing storm, and the variety 
shown here shows the dif-
ferent ways the region was 
affected,” the judges said of 
Santucci’s Sandy coverage: 

“I feel honored that 
the NYPA recognized our 
work, particularly in the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy,” Santucci said. 
“Our entire staff worked to-
gether to cover the tremen-
dous destruction in Queens 
and the struggle of borough 
residents to rebuild in its 
wake. We plan on continu-

ing to update our readers 
about progress in hard-hit 
areas like the Rockaways 
as time goes on.”

NYPA commended 
her on the use of color and 
variety in her Holi parade 
coverage, saying the photos 
were not ones you look at 
only once.

Santucci, who is also 
the managing editor,  won 
third place for Photogra-
pher of the Year, with the 
judges commending her for 
having a portfolio with va-
riety and emotion and dem-
onstrating a good eye, hard 
work and strong technical 
ability.

TimesLedger also 
took in other awards for its 
coverage of the hurricane, 
including first place for 
Best Special Section for its 
coverage of the Sandy re-
lief efforts in “Neighbor to 
Neighbor.”

The section showcased 
how Queens residents were 
helping each other rebuild, 
which included coverage 
of grassroots action in the 
borough, the challenges in 
pulling together disaster 
relief and information on 
how people could apply for 
aid or help others in need.

Sports Editor Joe 
Staszewski also took a sec-
ond place prize for Best 

Sports Feature for his 
coverage of the impact of 
Sandy on a high school vol-
leyball program.

“Reading about the 
angst and determination 
of all involved makes you 
want to root for them to suc-
ceed,” NYPA said. “This is 
more than a sports story. 
It’s human drama.”

Reporter Rich Bock-
mann won second place for 
Best News Series in his cov-
erage of the controversial 
practice of stop-and-frisk in 
the borough and its effect 
on minority communities 
in southeast Queens.

“The writer does a nice 
job of covering a hot-button 
issue while staying neutral 
and sticking to the facts,” 
NYPA said.

The paper also won 
third place prizes for Spot 
News of Hurricane Sandy 
coverage, which included 
online and print stories 
about the preparations for 
the storm and the early-
hours impact it had on the 
borough. The submission 
included about 15 print sto-
ries and five online stories 
-- many of which were filed 
while power was out in staff 
members’ homes. 

The TimesLedger’s 
Jamaica Times also took 
third place for Best Editori-

al Page, which included edi-
torials on fighting crime in 
southeast Queens and dis-
appointment with changes 
to the city school system.

The Whitestone Times 
captured third place for 
Best Business Coverage, 
which featured a piece on 
a controversial catering 
hall and a number of other 
stories about development 
projects for the area.

The Jamaica Times 
and the Astoria Times 
each won third place for 
a series of stories submit-
ted for Best Crime Cover-
age. The Jamaica Times 
entry featured a story on 
youth violence in Queens 
and the Astoria Times had  
an article about a Queens 
Supreme Court judge who 
was attacked by an NYPD 
officer as he was watching 
an arrest take place.

Reporter Phil Corso 
took an honorable mention 
for Best News Feature for 
his coverage of the infight-
ing over the Bayside Busi-
ness Improvement District 
leadership, and Santucci 
won an honorable mention 
for Best Spot News Story 
for a story on a Springfield 
Gardens knife attack.

Photographer Christina Santucci (l.-r.) and reporters Phil Corso, Joe Anuta, Rich Bockmann, Karen 
Frantz and Steve Mosco were recognized by the New York Press Association for their work at 
TimesLedger Newspapers. Sports Editor Joseph Staszewski was not present for the photo. 

Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

The proposed water hike for city residents is the smallest in eight 
years, the state Department of Environmental Protection says. 

Photo illustration

NYPA honors TimesLedger
Paper wins 13 awards at New York Press Association convention

Queens water rates 
ready to rise again

Continued on Page 35
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Hollis woman 
dubbed “The Sweetheart 
Swindler” was brought 
back to New York City to 
begin serving time after 
allegedly going on the lam 
in 2007, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Natasha Munchkin 
Marks, 26, had pleaded 
guilty to defrauding an 
85-year-old Howard Beach 
man of $800,000 by convinc-
ing him she needed cash 
for medical bills and busi-
ness ventures in May 2007, 
according to DA Richard 
Brown.

But after she was or-
dered to pay $150,000 as part 
of a plea deal for the charg-
es, which were considered 
a hate crime because of the 
victim’s age, she allegedly 
skipped town and was sen-
tenced instead to two to six 
years behind bars in her 

absence, the DA said.
Marks was arrested 

in Oklahoma earlier this 
month.

“The defendant has 
learned the old adage the 
hard way: You can run, 
but you cannot hide from 
justice,” Brown said in a 
statement. “After admit-
ting to having befriended 
an elderly man and scam-
ming him out of his life sav-
ings and then fleeing, this 
sweetheart swindler will 
now commence serving her 
prison sentence as well as 
face an additional seven 
years in prison for jumping 
bail.”

Marks was set to be in-
dicted this week on charges 
of skipping bail.

The former Hollis resi-
dent, whose last known ad-
dress was near the corner 
of 90th Avenue and 196th 
Street, befriended Howard 
Beach resident Louis Bru-

no in a supermarket and 
told him various hard-luck 
stories before slowly drain-
ing him of his life savings, 
according to the DA, who 
began investigating the in-
cident in 2006.

Marks was known as 
“Sandy,” according to the 
man’s neighbor, and pros-
ecutors said she began ask-
ing for checks made out to 
several aliases and compa-
nies controlled by friends.

The Hollis resident 
even faked her way into at-
taining Bruno’s power of 
attorney by purporting to 
be a lawyer named Crys-
tal Smith, and then used 
that power to refinance his 
mortgage.

She then took out 
$560,000 in equity from 
the property and badgered 
Bruno to take the cash out 
of his account, the DA said.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Queens is the sixth most-expensive 
place to live in the United States, but find-
ing an apartment you can afford is harder 
in Manhattan and Brooklyn, according to 
an economic research agency.

“One word explains it,” said Dean 
Frutiger of the Council for Community and 
Economic Research. “Housing.”

The council tracks the Cost of Living 
Index for 304 urban areas, where the na-
tional average is 100.

In 2012 the cost of living in Manhat-
tan, the priciest spot in the nation, was 225 
in the survey. For Brooklyn, which was 
ranked second,  the index was 178.5 and for 
Queens, in the sixth spot, it was148.3. 

In third place on the high cost of liv-
ing list was Honolulu at 167.0, followed by 
fourth-ranked San Francisco at 163.4,  No. 
5 San Jose, Calif. at 153.4, seventh-ranked 
Stamford, Conn. at 146.1, No. 8 Washington, 
D.C. at 144.7; ninth-rank Orange County, 
Calif., at  140.6; and No. 10 Boston at 139.9.

The rankings are reports on condi-
tions in 2012 and  based not only on hous-
ing but on the cost of utilities, groceries, 
transportation, health care and miscella-

neous goods and services.
“In most of New York City, space for 

building more housing is ever edging to-
ward the limit,” Frutiger said. “Demand is 
still rising.”

So why is Brooklyn more expensive 
than Queens?

“Large areas of Brooklyn have been 
renovated, places like Dyker Heights and 
Gravesend, areas where you find rows and 
rows of brownstones,” said Rob MacKay, of 
the Queens Economic Development Corp. 

“Also there are large areas of Queens 
with inadequate public transportation 
where residents must take both buses and 
subways. Renters or buyers certainly take 
something like transportation into consid-
ering where they want to live.”

Harlingen, Texas, with an cost of liv-
ing index at 81.8, is the nation’s cheapest 
place to live, according to the survey.

All things considered, renters would 
pay three times more in Brooklyn for hous-
ing than they would pay in Harlingen, the 
survey found.

Harlingen is followed by McAllen, 
Texas, both in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
of extreme south Texas.

Queens among priciest digs 
throughout country: Survey

Hollis woman in custody
after six years on run: DA
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•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

Saturday, Open House April 13 at 1 pm 
• Learn about our Degree Programs

• Speak with Career Services about Professional Internships

• Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with Financial Aid Representatives

• Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios

• Meet our Award-Winning Faculty

Summer Classes 
& Workshops 
for High School Students   
July 8 -  26   July 29-August 16

Summer Programs 
For College Students   
May 28 -  July 5

Summer Programs 
for Graduate Students
One Week & Three Week Classes 
July 8 -  August 16

Five Towns College

Summer Programs

Every 
  Wednesday  

  10 am - 4 pm

Transfer
   Enrollment 

   Days
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Open one of the below CDs and get rewarded1 when you have 
or open any interest-bearing checking account with us.

$500 MINIMUM BALANCE TO EARN INTEREST
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MTA must show respect for Flushing church
An open letter to acting 

Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Chairman 
Fernando Ferrer:

I 
am writing to you to-
day because I am con-
cerned about the situa-
tion around St. George’s 

Episcopal Church, at 135-32 
38th Ave. in Flushing.

As you may know, this 
is a historical, landmark-
quality church dating back 

more than 200 years. It is 
one of the most notable 
structures on Main Street. 
It is a core building in the 
religious history of Flush-
ing and Queens.

The problem is that 
buses are always parked 
around the perimeter of the 
church, making it difficult 
for parishioners and visi-
tors to enter and exit the 
church safely. The problem 

becomes egregious during 
a funeral.

To me, having this 
church blocked by buses 
in this manner is an insult 
to this holy place. It shows 
a lack of respect for the 
church’s sanctity. I doubt 
this would happen around 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the 
Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in Manhattan or, 
for that matter, any other 

house of worship.
Please look into this 

problem and let me know 
what can be done to amelio-
rate the situation. Thank 
you for your anticipated 
response.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
President

Bayside Clear Spring 
Council
Bayside

YET ANOTHER CASE
Despite conversations recorded by federal investiga-

tors that strongly suggest state Sen. Malcolm Smith at-
tempted to bribe his way into the mayor’s office, attorney 
Gerald Shargel said the senator is “not resigning.”

Smith is charged with bribery, wire fraud and con-
spiracy along with City Councilman Dan Halloran and 
former Queens Republican Party Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone in an alleged scheme to pay off county Republican 
leaders to get Smith on the mayoral ballot.

Smith, a Democrat, wanted to run on the Republican 
line. In order to enter the GOP mayoral primary, he needed 
a waiver from three of the Republican county leaders. The 
GOP’s Halloran said he could arrange that — for a price.

The senator somehow imagined he could defeat for-
mer transit chief Joseph Lhota, the current frontrunner in 
the race for the Republican nomination. 

In February, an undercover FBI agent asked Tabone 
whether he could deliver the waiver for Smith to run in the 
primary, according to the criminal complaint filed by the 
U.S. attorney in Manhattan.

“I run the Queens County Republican Party. Nobody 
else runs the party,” Tabone told the agent.

The suspected bribe-taking was uncovered by the 
FBI and investigators working for U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara. The details gathered by these investigators and 
backed by hours of recordings should be shocking but they 
are not.

A cynicism pervades the public perception of city and 
state government. Voters expect corruption.

“As I’ve said once before, every time a politician is 
arrested in New York it should not feel like a scene from 
‘Groundhog Day,’ and yet it does,” Bharara told reporters.

It was only last month that state Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley, another Queens elected official, was sentenced to five 
years of probation in State Supreme Court for stealing 
more than $87,000 from a sham nonprofit to fund shopping 
sprees.

Smith, who was elected in 2000 and became the first 
black majority leader of the state Senate, is currently out 
on $250,000 bail. The secret recordings reveal a man who 
is not fit for public office.

Smith has done great damage. He has betrayed the 
trust of the people of southeast Queens.

He should give serious thought to resigning.
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Primary race needed 
for Halloran’s seat

I
n light of recent develop-
ments — i.e., the arrests 
of City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 

and Vincent Tabone — I am 
calling on the Queens Re-
publican Party leadership 
to give us Republicans a 
choice.

While these two might 
eventually be exonerated, 
we need to have a primary.

We need to decide for 
ourselves if we want to sup-

port the sitting councilman 
for District 19 or if we do 
not.

As a show of good faith 
and the right thing to do, 
the people need to decide.

The GOP leadership 
must find a viable candidate 
and primary Halloran.

Let the people decide!

Alfredo Centola
Malba Gardens

Patronize local businesses to keep them alive

A
s a regular patron of 
North Shore Hard-
ware, I could not 
agree more with the 

April 5-11 Bayside Times ar-
ticle “Little Neck merchant 
nails customer service.”

From the 1960s to to-
day, I have witnessed many 
changes to our neighbor-
hood. On Northern Boule-
vard, our old bowling alley, 
the original Scobee Dinner, 
the mini-Sears on Great 
Neck Road, North Shore 
Bicycle, Little Neck Movie 
Theater, Bill’s newsstand, 
Virginia Variety, Patrick’s 
Pub, Luke’s Bakery, Villa 
Bianca Bakery, Nelson’s, 
Off-Track Betting, several 
supermarkets and most re-
cently Strawberry’s, Little 
Neck Inn and Staples, along 
with other stores, have 
come and gone.

Two years ago, our 
friend and neighborhood 
icon Sal, owner of Sal’s 

Pizzeria, decided to retire. 
Many people did not real-
ize how knowledgeable he 
was about life, business, 
government and politics. 
We always urged him to 
run for public office, but he 
had a full-time job to worry 
about.

Walking down North-
ern Boulevard in the eve-
nings, my wife and I see 
fewer people dining out and 
shopping, except on Fri-
day and Saturday nights. 
Years ago, we would never 
see any vacant storefronts. 
Today, there are more than 
20 between the city line and 
Marathon Parkway.

In these difficult eco-
nomic times, it is important 
to patronize our remaining 
local neighborhood busi-
nesses. My wife and I, along 
with many Great Neck, L.I., 
neighbors, are regular pa-
trons of the local commu-
nity stores in neighboring 

Little Neck on Northern 
Boulevard.

Why drive and waste 
time? There are so many 
great local businesses. 
Leave your car in the drive-
way, save some gas, say hel-
lo to neighbors and take a 
walk around the neighbor-
hood to get some exercise. 
We frequent North Shore 
Hardware along with Little 
Neck Pharmacy, Queens 
County Savings Bank, Cap-
ital One Bank, Stop & Shop, 
King Wok Chinese Food, 
Aunt Bella’s Italian Restau-
rant and others.

We do not mind occa-
sionally paying a little more 
to help our local businesses 
survive. Do not forget your 
cook and server at your fa-
vorite local neighborhood 
restaurant. We try to tip 
20 percent against the total 
bill, including taxes. If it is 
an odd amount, round up to 
the next dollar. If you can 

afford to eat out, you can 
afford an extra dollar tip. 
When ordering take out, 
do not forget to leave a dol-
lar or two for the waiter or 
cook. It is appreciated.

Remember, these peo-
ple are our neighbors. They 
work long hours, pay taxes 
and provide local employ-
ment. If we do not patronize 
our local community stores 
and restaurants to shop and 
eat, they do not eat either. 
This helps keep our neigh-
bors employed and the local 
economy growing.

Let us toast the memo-
ries of good times gone by 
and make sure we do not 
lose any more local busi-
nesses.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verifica-
tion.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but 
anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  
All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corpora-
tion and may be republished in any format.

Do away with the city’s fi ve borough presidencies
T

he old city Board of 
Estimate included the 
five borough presi-
dents and, as a result, 

they possessed to some de-
gree legislative power. The 
board was declared un-
constitutional because the 
numerical populations in 
each borough were not the 
same.

A borough president in 
a borough with less popula-
tion than another should 
not have the same legisla-
tive power. The Board of 
Estimate was disbanded 
and the legislative author-
ity now rests with the City 
Council, where it belongs. 
The mayor, as chief execu-

tive, has some power, but 
the Council runs the show.

Since borough presi-
dents no longer had any 
legislative authority, there 
was no basis to retain the 
office. Politics being what 
it is, the public foolishly re-
tained the office, not real-
izing it had no such power. 
The office was given some 
limited land use authority 
subject to being overruled 
by the Council, which has 
the last say. The office was 
given some discretionary 
authority to disburse some 
funds in terms of the city’s 
budget.

The funds are dis-
bursed by the borough pres-

ident. In the final analysis, 
the office of borough presi-
dent, which costs taxpayers 
tens of millions of dollars 
annually, has been nothing 
more than a useless patron-
age mill.

I take issue with former 
Borough President Claire 
Shulman’s claim that with-
out the office, most of the 
important resources would 
go to Manhattan. Each bor-
ough has Council members 
who outnumber those in 
Manhattan, so there is no 
way they could be disen-
franchised by Manhattan 
members. Shulman’s claim 
is political nonsense.

Equally nonsensical is 

the claim she made that the 
office is a powerful voice for 
the county. I doubt she can 
point out a dozen important 
changes she accomplished 
in all her years in office 
that significantly changed 
the lives of Queens resi-
dents for the better. Her ref-
erence to a sewer system in 
southeast Queens ignores 
the fact that she sat by and 
watched Willets Point prop-
erty owners being charged 
sewer rent despite the fact 
that there were no sewers 
and she made no effort to 
have sewers installed and 
infrastructure repaired.

Her boasting about 
Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park, except for a possible 
playground, falls flat. She 
did not oppose a grand prix 
race track in the park or 
more than 40 acres of park-
land given to the United 
States Tennis Association 
and its current application 
to expand. She never ob-
jected when her successor, 
Helen Marshall, urged the 
construction of a New York 
Jets football stadium in the 
park.

Her claim that she saw 
cultural institutions rise 
in the park demonstrates a 
lack of understanding about 
what urban parks are about. 
Parks are for passive use, 
not huge cement, brick and 

steel structures. In all the 
years from Donald Manes 
through Shulman and Mar-
shall, except for structures 
that do not belong there to 
begin with, there has been 
no significant help for 
Flushing Meadows, and a 
walk around the park dem-
onstrates its abysmal con-
dition.

We have a Council. 
We do not need a borough 
president. Its budget could 
be spent more wisely.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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Speed cameras will waste money and serve as a nuisance

H
old on to your wal-
lets! A new effort by 
the city to pick your 
pockets is under-

way and it is called speed 
cameras. Remember when 
the city promised that red 
light cameras were being 
installed for safety, not 
revenue enhancement? We 
were sold that bill of goods 
by the same politicians who 
told us profits from the lot-
tery would bolster educa-
tion spending.

We soon learned that 
funds already earmarked 
for education were being 
reduced dollar-for-dollar 
by the lottery money that 
was being added, result-

ing in a zero-sum gain for 
education. The RLCs have 
proven to be a similar jack-
pot for local government 
while yielding no measur-
able safety improvements.

In fact, over the past 
five years the opposite has 
happened. There has been 
a rollback of ticket-camera 
programs across the coun-
try with at least seven states 
banning them outright 
while others have sharply 
limited their use, due to 
studies that have found cer-
tain RLCs increased rear-
end collisions and injuries 
by motorists slamming on 
their brakes to avoid costly 
summonses.

This comes as no sur-
prise to folks driving on 
Northern Boulevard at 
Douglaston Parkway, one 
of the first intersections to 
receive an RLC. Approach-
ing this intersection at the 
speed limit provides insuf-
ficient time to safely stop 

when the light changes. 
Jamming on the brakes en-
dangers everyone includ-
ing the vehicle driver and 
occupants behind that may 
not be anticipating such a 
sudden stop.

And what about that 
ambulance or fire truck 
four or five cars behind 
with sirens screaming and 
lights flashing while you 
are stopped upfront wait-
ing for the light to change 
green? Will a judge really 
believe you crossed the 
intersection to allow emer-
gency vehicles to pass if 
those emergency vehicles 
are not visible in an RLC 
snapshot photo? Fork over 
$75!

The Union Turnpike-
Lakeville Road intersec-
tion contains an RLC that 
regularly snaps pictures 
of unsuspecting motorists 
making a legal right on red. 
Why? Because they failed 
to come to a complete stop 

for at least five seconds. Is 
there any doubt that this is 
a tax, not a safety, camera?

If safety is the objec-
tive at RLC intersections, 
why not mount countdown 
clocks adjacent to traffic 
lights, as some other juris-
dictions have done, so mo-
torists can prepare to slow 
down and come to a safe 
stop? The only explanation 
for not doing this must be 
that revenue trumps safe-
ty.

The speed camera is 
next on the bait-and-switch 
agenda. Betting on the 
short-term memory of vot-
ers, these same politicians 

are now trying to sell us 
the same snake oil as they 
call for a “speed camera 
pilot program” to suppos-
edly increase safety. In the 
absence of quantifiable evi-
dence that speed cameras 
actually reduce accidents 
and increase safety, city of-
ficials once again are look-
ing to put their hands in 
your wallet.

Mayoral candidates 
City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
city Comptroller John Liu 
and city Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio all support 
the scheme. Little wonder, 
as the next mayor will need 

as much revenue as possi-
ble to balance the looming 
deficits that lie ahead.

Speed camera pro-
ponents say the cameras 
would provide a 10 mph 
leeway before tickets are is-
sued. That leeway will fall 
as the city’s revenue needs 
rise. Safety advocates have 
sadly used the recent hor-
rific auto accident that 
killed a mother and her un-
born baby as the impetus to 
call for the installation of 
cameras.

Speed cameras would 
not have prevented this 
tragic accident nor others 
that are caused by exces-
sive drinking or road rage. 
The cameras will siphon 
money from family budgets 
as folks go about their lives 
driving kids to school or 
soccer practice, only to be 
trapped by one of these ill-
conceived, revenue-gener-
ating tax cameras.

COLUMNS

T
he Queens Civic Con-
gress, an umbrella 
organization of ap-
proximately 100 civic 

associations in Queens, 
has gone on record oppos-
ing further development of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

The QCC said it seems 
that the rest of the county 
benefits more from the 
United States Tennis As-
sociation and the US Open 
than the surrounding, 
mostly immigrant, commu-
nities. There are currently 
three proposals by private 
groups which would bring 
commercial development 
to current or former park-

land. The QCC believes 
the three proposals are too 
much even if communities 
benefit from them.

At this time, the USTA 
is asking for less than an 
acre of land so it could 
move and build new ten-
nis stadiums. The current 
USTA complex is leased 
parkland, which Mayor Da-
vid Dinkins leased to the 
USTA. I remember the op-
position to this deal, but it 
took place anyway. There is 
still the argument that the 
USTA does not pay enough 
money to the city for use of 
the land compared to what 
it earns, and that any mon-
ey paid goes into the city 
coffers and not necessarily 
to improve our parks.

Then there is the com-
plaint that the USTA head-
quarters are in Westchester 
County. This means the 
USTA and its officials pay 
taxes in Westchester but 
not in Queens.

The city has not told us 
how much money it spends 
for the upkeep of Flushing 
Meadows as compared to, 
say, Central Park. It lists 
just 18 workers in Flushing 
Meadows, far fewer than 
other parks. When I look at 
this complex, I see an area 
of cement, bricks, build-
ings, stadiums and paths 
covering former grassland.

Another commer-
cial proposal for Flushing 
Meadows is building a soc-
cer stadium in the north-
east part of the park, where 
a fountain is currently lo-
cated. Some say that this 
area is a flood plain and has 
a river under it. I have seen 
photos of this area being 
flooded after a heavy rain. 
This area is where people 
from the surrounding im-
migrant communities play 
soccer. Trees would have to 
be moved and replaced.

For how may years 
would bulldozers and dump 

trucks be in the park pre-
venting local community 
people and soccer leagues 
from playing soccer?  The 
fields will be refurbished 
first.

How much money will 
the city spend to build feed-
er roads and other ameni-
ties? Like the USTA, how 
much money will be earned 
compared to how much 
money will be paid out in 
rent? It has taken more 
than six years to replace 
parkland taken to build the 
new Yankee Stadium in the 
Bronx.

A proposal by the New 
York Mets and other devel-
opers is to take 23 acres of 
the Iron Triangle in Willets 
Point and build commercial 

properties.  They are also 
proposing to build a mall 
in the current Citi Field 
parking lot, which is tech-
nically parkland. There is 
even talk about a casino. 
Can the No. 7 train handle 
people coming to a mall, let 
alone sporting activities in 
the area? Is a mall economi-
cally feasible, considering 
that the Shops at Atlas Park 
in Glendale are having so 
much economic trouble? 
How many millions of dol-
lars will the city give to the 
project developers?

One incentive for this 
deal was that the develop-
ers would build affordable 
housing, but now I read 
that it would come last and 
the developers have clauses 

in the contract with the 
city permitting them to not 
build the affordable hous-
ing if it was not economi-
cally feasible. So many 
loopholes and so much city 
park and other land goes to 
developers for so little.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: The 
killing of 26 children and 
educators with an assault 
rifle at the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Middle-
town, Conn., brought on a 
wave of demand for action.

There were demands 
for background checks for 
all weapons sales, control 
of assault rifles and limits 
on gun clip capacities. New 
York state and a few other 
states did something, but 
nothing has been done by 
Congress.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and President 
Barack Obama are trying. 
Obama’s latest comment 
was, “Shame on us.”

Flushing Meadows should not undergo development

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

If safety is the objective at RLC 
intersections, why not mount 

countdown clocks adjacent to traffi c 
lights so motorists can prepare to slow 

down and come to a safe stop?

Can the No. 7 train handle people 
coming to a mall, let alone sporting 

activities in the area?
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
OKLAHOMA FENCE SALE!

Outdoor
Displays

Open 
24/7

n the current discussion 
of immigration reform, 
learning to speak, read 
and write English with 

some efficiency is one of the 
requirements for citizen-
ship that everyone seems 
to agree on. It is something 
someone applying for citi-
zenship today has to be able 
to do, but there are some 
exemptions to that require-
ment. They should be few 
in number.

Some years ago, I was 
called for grand jury duty 
at the Supreme Court build-
ing in Kew Gardens. Dur-
ing the opening session, 
all of us were in a large 
courtroom and the judge 
went through information 

which we needed. At one 
point, one of those who had 
been called asked to be ex-
cused because he claimed 
he might not understand 
the proceedings because of 
his poor English.

The judge was visibly 
disturbed. He refused to 
grant the request on the ba-
sis that the man had been 
called because he was a 
citizen and supposedly had 
passed an English exami-
nation to receive his citi-
zenship. The judge gave us 
a short course on the duties 
of citizenship. Non-citizens 
are not called for jury duty.

I do not know how the 
matter was resolved, but it 
got me thinking about the 
question of English and 
how it is written, read and 
spoken. That has been on 
my mind for some time.

At least twice in the 
last few months I have read 
about businesses having 
trouble recruiting people 

for jobs. Yes, there were jobs 
available, but not enough 
people to fill them!

The problems were not 
technical skills. These com-
panies are on the cutting 
edge of their technology 
and can find many people 
with the needed skills.

What they cannot find, 
however, are people who are 
able to write or speak Eng-
lish properly. As one entre-
preneur pointed out, some 
of his clients are among 
America’s largest firms 
and he cannot have employ-
ees who cannot write or 
speak English properly, no 
matter how good their tech-
nical skills.

This is not a matter 
of immigrants or accents. 
This is a matter of inad-
equate English.

I will leave it to the ed-
ucational pundits to work 
on that one. It would seem 
one of the deficiencies of 
education today is in the 

teaching of English.
These problems led me 

to consider the idea of Eng-
lish as a Second Language. 
In my research, aided by a 
young friend, I could not 
find that there was such a 
thing in days of yore, when 
non-English speakers came 
to our shores. Somehow, 
those Italian, German, 
Jewish, etc., kids managed 
to learn to read, write and 
speak English without ESL. 
And that is as recently as 
the 20th century.

I am sure when my 
grandparents grew up, 
their parents, all from the 

Darmstadt-Hesse section of 
Germany, spoke some form 
of German at home. My 
grandparents, born here, 
learned English from the 
world in general and the 
schools they attended. They 
may even have helped their 
parents with their English 
problems.

Again, I will leave it to 
the educational pundits to 
explain that. Do we really 
know whether ESL is cost-
effective?

Hamlet said, “Speak 
the speech, I pray you, trip-
pingly on the tongue.” I 
would suggest that the ad-

monition of Shakespeare 
applies to the written word, 
too. It would seem those 
may be hard tests for too 
many in our country. Why?

It is not easy to learn 
a new language, especially 
as one grows older. I man-
aged three years of French 
at Newtown High School 
and 5 ½ years of Spanish at 
Newtown and City College, 
but I never learned to speak 
either properly. In those 
days, it was all about trans-
lating, not speaking.

That has changed, for 
the better, but learning a 
new language is no bed of 
roses for anyone.

Not being able to 
speak, read and write Eng-
lish with some efficiency in 
the United States is a great 
handicap in this day of 
global connections.

Why should that be?

People in America need to learn how to speak English

I Sit And 
Look Out
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Rebecca Rider did not 
consider herself a huge 
fan of game shows — that 
is, until she won more 
than $100,000 on one of the 
genre’s most popular pro-
grams.

The 28-year-old of-
fice supplies sales assis-
tant from Fresh Meadows 
reeled in the big bucks last 
week after winning five 
consecutive episodes of 
“Jeopardy!,” bringing her 
a grand total take-home 
cash prize of $101,600 and 
guaranteeing her a trip to 
the show’s Tournament of 
Champions.

“I didn’t necessar-
ily think I would win five 
games, but I set goals for 
myself,” Rider said. “The 
first step, obviously, was 
to win one game. Then win 
again so I could return to 
L.A. and bring my hus-

band, then win again so I 
could become eligible for 
the Tournament of Cham-
pions.”

She was able to accom-
plish those goals thanks to 
her husband, a “Jeopardy!” 
enthusiast himself, who 
Rider said inspired her to 
take the game show’s on-
line test.

“My husband is a huge 
game show buff and a big 
fan of the show, so we took 
the online test together,” 
said Rider. “He came with 
me on my second trip to 
L.A. It didn’t seem fair to 
leave him behind when he’s 
a bigger game show geek 
than I am.”

Rider attended Hunt-
er College in Manhattan, 
where she worked toward 
a degree in English. It was 
during her pursuit of an 
English degree that Rider 
spent a sizable amount of 
time reading — an activity 

she believes helped her col-
lect a wealth of knowledge.

“My formal education 
didn’t necessarily prepare 
me for the competition, 
but reading anything I can 
get my hands on helped,” 
she said. “I collect random 

knowledge, and it came in 
handy.”

In addition to put-
ting away half of her prize 
money for retirement, Rid-
er plans to pay off student 
loans she amassed at Hunt-
er. But she is most excited 

about supporting the boost-
er club at St. John’s Univer-
sity in Flushing, as a way to 
infuse some cash into the 
school’s sports teams.

Rider said she also 
plans to donate a portion 
of her winnings to the Roll-

ing Jubilee, an organiza-
tion that liberates debtors 
through mutual aid. Her 
successful five-show run 
on “Jeopardy!” has empow-
ered her to deal with debt 
and Rider said she “wants 
others to have that feel-
ing.”

And the realization of 
being debt free is a feeling 
Rider said she would al-
ways remember. It was an 
emotion that Rider believes 
viewers could see on her 
face.

“I was absolutely gob-
smacked when I hit six fig-
ures,” she said. “I’m sure 
people will get a good laugh 
out of my facial expression, 
because it hadn’t quite sunk 
into my exhausted brain 
that I’d gone over $100,000.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Rebecca Rider, of Fresh Meadows, stands with “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek during her highly suc-
cessful run on the game show last week. Photo courtesy Jeopardy Productions Inc.

Fresh Meadows woman buzzes into big game bucks
Rebecca Rider earns six fi gures in fi ve days with dominating week-long performance on ‘Jeopardy!’
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banking at QsideFCU.org.

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

�etter rates. �ig�er di�idends. Fe�er �ees. �t Qside� �e rein�est o�r �ro�ts ba�k 
into o�r a��o�nt �o�ders� so �o� get a�� t�e bene�ts �it�o�t t�e big bank agenda. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA

DINE IN
TAKE OUT
CATERING

FREE 
DELIVERY!

76-08 21ST AVENUE

EAST ELMHURST, NY 11370
T 718.728.9200
F 718.728.9300

antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

Traditional 

Brick Oven 

Pizza

ba
Pasta

ba
Salads

ba
Heros

Take Out, 

Family Style
Choose ONE of each

ENTREE
1 Large Pie / Chicken Francese
Chicken Parm / Eggplant Parm
PASTA
Baked Ziti / Rigatoni Marinara
Baked Ravioli / Penne Vodka
SALAD
Garden Salad / Caesar Salad
Bistro Salad

Monday - Thursday only

$29.95 +tax

Large 

Selection 

of Wine 

and Beer

Karaoke 

Saturdays: 

begins 

@ 9pm

1 LARGE PIE

BUFFALO WINGS (10)

2 LITER OF SODA

$21.95

Buy 1 Large Pie

GET A 

FREE 
Liter of Coke

WEDNESDAY ONLY

BUY ONE HERO, 
GET SECOND HERO 

FREE 
*Second hero has to be of 

equal or lesser value

*THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 12-18, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

TL

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
To say the Holocaust 

was a dark time in human 
history is an understate-
ment; to say it was the last 
genocide is foolish, accord-
ing to author Marione In-
gram.

The writer, artist, civil 
rights activist and survivor 
visited the Central Queens 
Y in Forest Hills this week 
to mark Holocaust Memo-
rial Day and to discuss 
her memoir, “The Hands 
of War.” Ingram grew up 
in Hamburg, Germany, 
during World War II, the 
daughter of a Jewish moth-
er and German father. Her 
parents’ union kept them 
exempt from extermina-
tion until the final years of 
the war.

Her father forced to 
be a soldier in the German 
army , but he did not mere-
ly follow orders. Instead, 
he was part of an under-
ground coalition of anti-

Nazi soldiers. He actively 
worked against the Father-
land, feeding information 
to Allied forces and helping 
Jews escape.

It was during her fa-
ther’s time in the army 
that neighbors reported 
her family to the Gestapo 
and they were forced into 
hiding. That was when the 
nightmare began.

“We were in Hamburg 
during the fire bombings,” 
said Ingram, 77, revealing 
the dreadful reality of a 
young girl watching bodies 
burn by high explosives, in-
cendiary, phosphorus and 
napalm bombs dropped 
by British and American 
forces. “The memories of 
those 10 days and 10 nights 
always come back in a most 
painful manner.”

With their home 
bombed out, Ingram and 
her family sought refuge 
among the rubble and in 
craters carved from the 
earth by Allied bombings. 

And even with the loud ex-
plosions rumbling through 
the city, she swears she 
could hear the anguished 
screams of women and chil-
dren burning to death.

“It was traumatiz-
ing seeing the people in 
flames,” she said. “They 
were living torches.”

The tortured cries 
would follow her even after 

she left Germany, which she 
and her family were able to 
do in a stroke of luck.  Since 
their house was destroyed 
and Jews were denied ac-
cess to bomb shelters, her 
entire family was presumed 
dead, this enabled them to 
slip into hiding and out of 
danger. 

Ingram and her fam-
ily were able to survive the 

final months of the war in 
hiding, living in constant 
fear and hunger.

After the war had end-
ed, Ingram’s father wanted 
to remain in Germany and 
track down any Nazis who 
had gone into hiding. He 
felt since the family had 
survived, they had a duty 
to bring the Holocaust’s 
perpetrators to justice. The 
stress was too much, how-
ever, and Ingram’s parents’ 
divorced.

She immigrated to 
America, arriving in New 
York in 1952 and was imme-
diately struck by the preva-
lence of racism toward Af-
rican Americans.

“I recognized the 
abuse as being on the same 
level of what I experienced 
as a Jew,” she said. “Any-
one can be singled out for 
being different. And all 
persecutions become one 
in the same.”

A young revolution-
ary, Ingram joined the civil 

rights movement in the 
1960s and traveled to Mis-
sissippi where she helped 
to open a Freedom School 
— temporary free schools 
for African Americans in 
the South that were part of 
a nationwide effort to help 
achieve racial equality. 

But she was not fin-
ished fighting discrimina-
tion as she faced harass-
ment and threats from the 
Ku Klux Klan, who eventu-
ally torched her Freedom 
School.

She continues to use 
her horrible memories of 
Hamburg and her time in 
Mississippi as motivation 
to keep the fight going, to 
promote equality for people 
of all races and creeds.

“I am a lifelong paci-
fist. Wars and discrimi-
nation — they are killing 
contests,” she said. “I knew 
true horror as a 10-year-old. 
But now at 77, though I am 
still fighting, I am happy to 
be alive.”

Holocaust survivor and civil rights activist Marione Ingram dis-
cusses her fight for life in World War II Germany at the Central 
Queens Y in Forest Hills. Photo by Steve Mosco

Holocaust survivor recalls war-torn childhood

184-20 Union Turnpike Flushing NY 11366 | 718-454-5870 & 347-238-1995
www.turnpikeshoes.com | info@turnpikeshoes.com

STORE HOURS: Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6, Thur 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5, Closed Mon

ALL SALES TAX FREE 
ALL WEEK

Daily raffl es for shoes & gifts from local 
retailers. No purchase necessary.

—Get 5 additional raffl e entries with this ad.—
Disclaimer: Promotion cannot be combined with any other offer.  Prizes cannot be exchanged nor returned for cash value.  Please note expiration dates on all prizes.

New Location featuring 
FREE PRIVATE PARKING

Aetrex  Ara  Beautifeel  Blondo  Bussola
Comfort Club  Dansko  Drew  Durea 

Finn Comfort  Fit Flops  Hafl inger  Laurevan
Marc Marc  Naot  New Balance  Orthaheel
Pedifi x  Pikolinos  SAS  Sabrinas  Saucony

Thierry Rabotin  Taos  Waldlaufer  Wolky  Ziera

Raffl ing shoes & products donated by:

Arpi’s Spa  Ben Ric Furs  LP & Co. Salon 
Lulu’s Bakery  Malawi
Mayfair Wine & Liquors
Quality Printing & Signs 

Reliance Limo  Romeo’s Pizza

Raffl ing gifts donated by our neighbors:

Food and drinks

GRAND REOPENING CELEBRATION 
April 16 to April 21, 2013
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STREET FESTIVAL

RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

MYRTLE AVENUE
Sunday, April 14thDon’t Miss

The Fun!!
12 noon  to 6pm

OVER 200 VENDORS!!!
 

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS
1-646-230-0489

“Queens’ Largest Street Festival Production Company”

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 2013
ANNUAL FALL STREET FESTIVAL  

sponsored by the Myrtle Avenue Business Improvement District
Fresh Pond Road to Cypress Avenue 12 pm to 6 pm

MYRTLE AVENUE - RIDGEWOOD QUEENS
FOREST AVENUE to WYCKOFF AVENUE
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The city only tracks 
crime statistics for six of 
the borough’s parks — a 
fraction of the approxi-
mately 400 parks in Queens 
— according to an advocate 
for parks safety.

“The city has absolute-
ly no idea [about]  the level 
of crime in parks and that’s 
ridiculous,” said NYC Park 
Advocates President Geof-
frey Croft.

He said that a 2005 law 
would have required the 
city to start keeping track 
of major felony crime com-
plaints in all city parks an 
acre in size or larger, but 
the city has refused to fully 
comply with the law.

Croft said a loophole 
exists in the legislation 
that requires the NYPD to 
report park crime statistics 
only if it has the resources 
and necessary technology 
available. He also argued it 

does not make sense to only 
track crime that occurs in 
a small fraction of the city’s 
parks.

“The original bill is so 
weak it’s incredibly irre-
sponsible,” Croft said.

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), one 
of the sponsors of the origi-
nal bill, introduced legisla-
tion in May 2012 that would 
remove the loophole.

“I find it hard to be-
lieve that the NYPD does 
not possess the technology 
to keep accurate crime sta-
tistics for parks,” he said. 
“Their current method is 
more suited for an old epi-
sode of ‘Starsky and Hutch’ 
with cops sorting through 
police reports to determine 
whether a crime occurred 
in a park.”

Croft criticized Val-
lone for not also requiring 
the NYPD to keep track 
of crime that happens in 
parks less than an acre in 
size in the bill, however..

“It’s shameful that you 
would introduce a bill that 
covers only a portion of the 
parks,” he said.

But Vallone said 
he was concerned about 

overburdening an under-
manned NYPD.

“With over 1,700 loca-
tions, we need the police 
to focus on the most highly 
trafficked parks,” he said.

A spokesman from 
Vallone’s office added that 
such crime statistics from 
smaller parks would not 
provide enough useful in-
formation to justify the 

massive amount of police 
time necessary.

The NYPD did not 
return a request for com-
ment, but Croft said he did 
not think keeping track of 
crime in all parks would 
be difficult and should only 
require adding an extra 
line to fill out on a police 
complaint form and creat-
ing an extra field in a data-
base system.

According to data on 
the NYC Parks Advocates 
website, the NYPD only 
tracks crime in Alley Pond, 
Cunningham, Flushing 
Meadows Corona, Forest, 
Kissena and Rockaway 
Community parks, some of 
the largest in Queens.

One of those, Forest 
Park, made headlines two 
weeks ago when police said 
a woman was attacked by a 
man who attempted to rape 
her after Tasering her but 
was scared off by a couple 
walking their dog.

Members of the city Transit Bureau K9 Unit take part in the annual National Night Out Against Crime 
in Astoria Park.

 Activist blasts lack of crime stats in Queens parks

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park is calling for helpers to make 
our park beautiful & clean. Come and volunteer to 

plant & clean our park, as we get ready for SUMMER

Remember that your park is where you go to have peace and quiet from the everyday noise.
Please think about getting involved with your local VOLUNTEER GROUP AT YOUR PARK OR 

You can email jeanfmcpc@gmail.com and she will help you to get in touch with your local group.

Whatever you decide to do remember a clean and happy park makes us all feel good.

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy Is looking for VOLUNTEERS 
who love Flushing  Meadows-Corona Park to help keep the park clean & beautiful and have fun doing it.

Email: jeanfmcpc@gmail.com or make a tax exempt donation to:

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy
PO Box 750303

Flushing New York 11375-6924

 April 13 
Meet at the Fountain of the Planets from 10am to noon

 April 21 
Meet at Albert H. Mauro Playground, Park Drive East & 73 Terrace from 9am to 11am 

Planting & clean-up to be followed by a dedication ceremony for 
naming the trail at Willow Lake to Pat Dolan Trail. 

With a nature walk on the newly named Pat Dolan Trail.

 April 27 
Meet at Albert H. Mauro Playground, Bird/Nature walk at Willow Lake from 10am to noon
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Confidence
The Lift Every Child Needs

  Bully Proof Your Child 
 Improve Fitness
 Better Attitude 
 Discipline

FREE 
Uniform with this ad!

Now Starting 3-4 Year-Old 

MUNCHKIN CLASSThe 

CALL FOR  
TRIAL LESSON

718.544.6655
SERVING  

FOREST HILLS  
FOR OVER  

F

THE MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO

Your One Stop Shop for All Your 
Business Needs10% OFF ALL 

International 
Shipments

SERVICES BOXES
FAXING
COPIES

KEYS
EBAY

LETTERS TYPED

PASSPORT PHOTOSLAMINATIONBOOK BINDINGBILL PAY

Rent a Mailbox for 1 Year & Receive 3 MONTHS FREE!
AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

We Ship... 
 We Pack... 
  We Solve.
Got a package you need shipped 
fast? Or, do you have a fragile or 
unusually shaped object to send? 
We’ll take the load off your hands.. 

and the worry off your mind.
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm

OPS Mailbox
215-03 Jamaica Ave

Queens Village
T: (718) 464-4850
F: (718) 464-4825

Serving the Community
Since 2006

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

When Phil Fragale 
first became involved with 
the Forest Hills Little 
League, Jimmy Carter was 
president.

Some 35 years and five 
presidents later, the Mid-
dle Village resident still 
coaches youngsters at the 
league’s complex, at 66-01 
Fleet St.

And for his continued 
service, Fragale was hon-
ored during Forest Hills’ 
Opening Day festivities 
Saturday.

“This day is definite-
ly warranted. He’s given 
his life to this organiza-
tion,” said Evan Spilke, the 
league’s former president 
and major league commis-
sioner.

Fragale, who played 
second base for the Cleve-
land Indians’ minor league 
team, started as a coach for 

his son Louis’ team in 1978.
“My son was getting 

to Little League age, and I 
traveled around, I checked 
some of the Little League 
programs out,” he said. “I 
liked what was going on 
down here.”

Three years later, Fra-
gale switched to coaching 
11- and 12-years-olds. He 
has stayed with that team, 
which changed names from 
the Ben Hill team to Mi-
chael C. Fena, which is its 
current name.

Over the years, Fra-
gale estimates the group 
won 27 championships and 
their recent record had 
been three season victories 
in a row before they were 
beaten in the final game 
last year.

Fragale also coaches 
a summer travel team, and 
his daughter Roseanne 
played in the softball pro-
gram.

Spilke said he brought 
his son to one of Fragale’s 
practices in the 1990s and 
noticed how the longtime 
coach focused on the fun-
damentals of the game and 
stressed the importance of 
education.

“He taught the chil-
dren how to respect the 
game, respect their team-

mates and most important-
ly to respect their parents,” 
Spilke said. “I believe Phil 
is the greatest coach I have 
ever seen. However, he is 
a better man than he is a 
coach.”

On Saturday morning, 
Spilke took Fragale out for 
breakfast at the Shalomar 
Diner, where he told Fra-

gale about the ceremony.
Even a few minutes be-

fore the festivities, Fragale 
was somewhat at a loss for 
words. In a short speech to 
the crowd, he took time to 
praise others who helped 
out in the league before ac-
knowledging former play-
ers and their families in 
attendance.

“Seeing the parents of 
the kids that played for me, 
I just can’t tell you what it 
means to be,” he said, chok-
ing up.

League President 
Lenny Wisner presented 
Fragale with a sweatshirt 
to stay warm while coach-
ing and a watch inscribed 
with a message of thanks. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and state Sens. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) and Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) also praised 
Fragale’s dedication to the 
program.

To conclude the cer-
emony, Fragale took the 
mound to throw the sea-
son’s first pitches to grand-
sons Rob and Louis.

“Just look at the peo-
ple here. You really don’t 
think about it. You are do-
ing something so long, you 
have affected a lot of kids 
positively,” Fragale said.

Phil Fragale (fourth l.) is surrounded by his family following a ceremony to honor his work with the 
Forest Hills Little League. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mid Vill man honored for 35 years of work with Little League
Coach Phil Fragale led teams to more than two dozen championships in Forest Hills program

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Promoting Peace
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Funding cuts for non-
profits that serve people 
with developmental dis-
abilities will likely result 
in some drawing back of 
services, despite Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s insistence 
that the cuts should only 
affect administrative over-
head, the director of the 
Queens Center for Progress 
said Tuesday.

“There just isn’t that 
much administrative mon-
ey,” said Charles Houston, 
the organization’s execu-
tive director. “It’s going to 
have to affect services.”

QCP serves about 80 
people with developmen-
tal disabilities living in its 
residential facilities and 
hundreds of others in its 
day programs and voca-
tional services. Its aim is 
to help the people it serves 
become more independent. 
It has an adult and a chil-
dren’s center in Jamaica 

Hills and another center in 
Bellerose.

The state budget cuts 
4.5 percent to Medicaid 
funding paid to nonprofit 
service providers that serve 
people with developmental 
disabilities. The cuts are 
intended to help the state 
pay back the federal gov-
ernment for years of over-
charging, although Hous-
ton said that extra money 
had benefited the state and 
not nonprofit providers, the 
targets of the cuts.

Houston said it is not 
yet clear what form the 
cuts, which amount to $1.2 
million for QCP,  will take. 
He said QCP and other 
groups are waiting on dis-
cussions between provider 
association heads and the 
commissioner and commis-
sioner’s advisory council of 
the state Office for People 
with Developmental Dis-
abilities to produce a plan.

He said the discussions 
have looked at cutting items 

such as executive compen-
sation, operational surplus-
es and fund balances.

But he said nonprofit 

service providers have 
taken such deep slashes 
in funding in the past few 
years that there is little 

that remains that could be 
trimmed.

He said QCP is look-
ing at options such as not 
filling  open positions, staff 
furloughs and reducing va-
cation time.

“But even if we did all 
of that, it still would not 
make up the total amount,” 
he said, saying the differ-
ence would have to be made 
up in reductions of servic-
es.

Houston said whatever 
way the state decides the 
cuts will be administered, 
they will be retroactive. 
Thus, he said, QCP is insti-
tuting a hiring freeze for 
most positions and he is 
keeping his fingers crossed 
that there will be a decision 
soon.

“The longer they wait 
the steeper we’re going to 
have to cut,” he said.

He also contended the 
cuts have unfairly been 
levied against nonprofit 
organizations, while state-

operated programs for 
people with developmental 
disabilities have been left 
alone.

He said the rationale 
for leaving the state pro-
grams untouched was that 
a number of upstate centers 
had been closed down, sav-
ing the state some money. 
But he said that reduction 
in costs does not equal the 
severe cuts that nonprofits 
will take.

The cuts drew the ire 
of many state legislators, 
who had tried to completely 
restore the funding in the 
final budget but were un-
successful.

“There really was 
widespread and strong dis-
agreement with this ele-
ment of his budget,” Hous-
ton said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Queens Center for Progress Executive Director Charles 
Houston (l.) is joined by event sponsor Tai Wang, of WAC 
Lighting (r.), at the organization’s gala earlier this year. 

Photo courtesy Queens Center for Progress/Dominic Totino Photography

Boro programs for disabled brace for state budget cuts
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The Queens Council 
on the Arts has a new home 
in Astoria, where it will be 
strategically located near 
several other arts power-
houses in the borough.

“We’ve been looking 
for the actual space and 
place to move for several 
years, and Astoria just 
seems to be one of those 
neighborhoods that’s very 
vibrant and accessible,” 
said Lynn Lobell, the coun-
cil’s managing director.

The new site, at 37-11 
35th Ave., is in a former 
garage owned by Kaufman 
Astoria Studios, a historic 
movie and television pro-
duction center.

Lobell said the new 
building will enable the 
council to provide many of 
its services and programs 
in one location, when pre-
viously it would rent out 
various spaces across the 
borough or work out of its 
less accessible locations 
in Woodhaven and Forest 
Park.

“We now have a place 
we can call our own,” Lobell 
said, adding that the QCP 
will still travel around the 
borough to offer programs, 
although not as much as it 
had in the past.

The council moved to 
its new building Monday 
across the street from the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age and close to the Astoria 
Performing Arts Center, 
the Frank Sinatra School 
of the Arts and a neighbor-

hood over from MoMA PS1 
in Long Island City.

“It’s kind of a cultural 
hub that’s been created,” 
Lobell said, saying she 
hopes from the new loca-
tion the council will be-
come a community center 
for the borough’s artists.

The Queens Council 
for the Arts, established 
in 1966, promotes cultural 
growth and arts devel-
opment in the borough 
through grant-funding, 
skills-building programs 
and networking opportuni-
ties.

The new 1,600-square-
foot office was designed 
by Long Island City archi-
tect Jonathan Miller and 
features a large common 
space that will be used for 
workshops, presentations 
or other arts projects, a 
multimedia room for panel 
meetings and discussions 

and the center’s adminis-
trative offices.

Lobell said the council 
is holding an open house to 
present the new location to 
the community alongside 
its annual Queens Art Ex-
press Weekend June 22.

She said the weekend 
will be structured a bit dif-
ferently from the way it had 
been in the past. She said in-
stead of holding a festival of 
arts activities along the No. 
7 train, the event this year 
will feature four or five art-
ists who have gone through 
a QCP program and delve 
into their creative process 
through videos, interviews 
and photos.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.-r.), Borough President 
Helen Marshall, Con Ed Director of Public Affairs Carol Conslato, 
Queens Council on the Arts Executive Director Hoong Yee 
Lee Krakauer and Kaufman Astoria Studios Vice President 
Tracy Capune gather together in QCA’s new Astoria site. 

Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Queens Council on Arts 
moves to new Astoria site

Jere’s Hardware LLC 
173-05 Horace Harding Expressway, Flushing 11365

(718)357-8820

 www.snapper.com

BUY NOW!

UP TO 50% OFF*

Select from Premium mowers that offer great features such as:

*On select models.

Original Price: $3749 

Promotional Price: $1999**

 Original Price:  $519 

 Promotional Price:  $329 **

Exclusive Hurricane Sandy 
Recovery Special

Limited time only, while supplies last.

Weiner contemplates running for mayor
Former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, the Forest Hills congressman who resigned after 

revelations he sent lewd self-portraits and racy text messages to women following him on 
social media platforms, is mulling a political comeback, according to a lengthy interview 
he gave to The Sunday New York Times.

Weiner and his wife, Huma Abedin, discussed their post-scandal life following his 
June 2011 resignation and Weiner’s role as a full-time father.

He funded a poll recently to test voters’ opinions of him and to gauge a run, but he has 
not said he would jump into any particular race.

“I do recognize, to some degree, it’s now or maybe never for me, in terms of running 
for something,” he told The Times.

— Joe Anuta
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BY JOE ANUTA

Members of the 
NAACP from around the 
borough protested the con-
troversial January arrest 
of a black teenager and the 
NYPD’s stop-and-frisk poli-
cy in Flushing Monday.

About 20 people stood 
on the corner of North-
ern Boulevard and Bowne 
Street, near the site of 
 19-year-old Robert Jack-
son’s arrest, part of which 
was captured on a cellphone 
video that went viral.

“I’m still dealing with 
it today,” Jackson said. “I’m 
still trying to understand 
why it happened.”

NAACP members held 
up signs of Jackson’s face 
showing where the skin 
had been scraped off his 
cheek following what his 
lawyer, Jacques Leandre, 
called a brutal and unwar-
ranted apprehension .

“We stand in solidarity 
with the NAACP to protest 
the police conduct ... but 
not only for Robert Jack-
son, we’re talking about 
New York City and really 
around the country, police 
brutality has to stop,” Le-
andre said.

The lawyer, who re-
cently ran for a southeast 
Queens City Council seat, 
said the Queens district at-
torney is investigating the 
case.

The NYPD did not 
comment, since the mat-
ter is under investigation 
by the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board, a body that 
investigates complaints 
against police officers.

According to the crim-
inal complaint filed by the 
DA, Jackson was yelling 
and acting violently as of-
ficers were trying to arrest 
two other youngsters out-
side the YMCA Jan. 8.

Jackson did not take 
out his identification as the 
officers asked and then re-
sisted arrest, attempting to 
bite a member of the NYPD, 
according to the complaint.

It was not clear what 
transpired before Jackson’s 
arrest. The video that was 
posted to worldstarhiphop.
com begins when Jackson 
is already on the ground. 
Two officers are attempting 
to handcuff him as Jackson 
yells. At least two of the of-
ficers appear to strike Jack-
son and knee him while he 
is on the ground before a 
crowd of other officers run 
over and the video ends.

Police sources said 
Jackson could have avoided 
his injuries if he had just 
put his hands behind his 
back as the officers had di-
rected him to do.

Jackson has four prior 
arrests, according to po-
lice, including one instance 
where he was allegedly 

cuffed with a knife and a 
gun on his person. 

In court Wednesday, 
the district attorney re-
quested more time to inves-
tigate the incident, accord-
ing to Leandre. 

Ken Cohen, president 
of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People of northeast 
Queens, said community 
leaders, including 109th 
Precinct brass, turned a 
blind eye.

“We have not heard an 
outcry from the elected of-
ficials of northeast Queens 
and we are outraged by 
that,” he said. “If this was 
an individual that was 
caught on YouTube in an 
assault, everybody would 
have asked for the police to 
step up and make an arrest. 
Unfortunately, the people 
who did the assaulting had 
a badge, had a gun, had a 
uniform.”

Leroy Gadsden, 
president of the Jamaica 
NAACP, said Jackson’s ar-
rest exemplified the worst 
outcomes of the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk policy. The 
legality of that initiative is 
currently being decided in 
federal court.

“The police actions 
that afternoon not only vio-
lated departmental policy, 
they violated the law. Both 
state and federal law,” he 
said.

Robert Jackson (r.) and his lawyer Jacques Leandre (c.) protest outside the Flushing Y. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

NAACP cries foul over
Flushing youth’s arrest

I HAVE RIGHTS

I AM 
POSITIVE(+)

People who are HIV positive are protected by 
the New York State Human Rights Law. Do you 
know your rights? Contact the NYS Division 
of Human Rights at 1-888-392-3644 or 
visit WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

ALLEY CREEK LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 

PUBLIC MEETING #2

Wednesday, May 1, 2013
Alley Pond Environmental Center

228-06 Northern Blvd., Douglaston, New York 11362
6:00pm to 8:00pm
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BY PHIL CORSO

Keeping watch on the 
city’s shoreline could come 
with a new twist after Su-
perstorm Sandy left debris 
strewn in areas like north-
east Queens.

Robert Gans grew 
up frequenting the shores 
near Little Neck Bay and 
has been working with a 
crew of volunteers for more 
than a decade patrolling 
the city’s waterfronts for 
floatables, or floating gar-
bage.

But this year presents 
a new challenge for the 
Volunteer Beach Floatable 
Program, Gans said, at a 
time when their watchful 
eyes are needed most.

Hurricane Sandy left 
much of the borough’s wa-
terfront property with the 
after-effects of fallen trees, 
broken buffers and more, 
while also displacing many 
of Gans’ volunteers them-
selves. The city Department 

of Environmental Protec-
tion manager said he hoped 
to garner support from a 
new wave of shoreline vigi-
lantes to fight the floatables 
that might have washed 
ashore after the storm.

“There’s a lot of dev-
astation all over the place 
that we still don’t really 
know the extent of since the 

storm,” Gans said. “Our 
monitoring would defi-
nitely be a good first step to 
making sure we know what 
our shorelines look like.”

Gans currently has 
about 100 volunteers over-
seeing 52 different spots 
throughout the city with 
nothing but a camera, pen 
and paper.

Each volunteer takes 
a look at a 200-foot section 
of a shoreline and marks 
any findings on a chart 
that Gans provides. The 
group routinely surveys 
areas such as the Bayside 
Marina, Alley Creek and 
beyond, between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day, finding 
anything from plastic bags 

and clothing to discarded 
firearms.

The results are pro-
cessed through the DEP so 
it can assess which parts 
of the shoreline are in the 
worst shape.

Frieda Christofides 
has been taking notes on 
the litter around Little 
Neck Bay for years — so 
much so that she said it is 
time for her to throw in 
the towel. After so many 
years of getting the dirt 
on the bay’s floating gar-
bage, Christofides said she 
has grown disheartened 
by all the trash, including 
a .38-caliber revolver she 
found years ago.

“It is a shame the area 
is so dirty and it would be 
great to get more people to 
help and draw attention to 
this,” she said. “My dream 
would be to get it cleaned 
up. I used to swim there as 
a kid and I never remem-
bered it being that dirty.”

This year, Gans said he 

hoped to hear from volun-
teers interested in survey-
ing areas in Douglaston, 
College Point and Newtown 
Creek.

Last year, the National 
Resources Defense Council 
released a report ranking 
Douglas Manor the worst in 
water quality health stan-
dard violations, exceeding 
the state’s daily maximum 
bacterial standards.

The report, “Test-
ing the Waters: A Guide to 
Water Quality at Vacation 
Beaches,” found the num-
ber of closures and safety 
advisories from contami-
nation increased drastical-
ly in 2011 and ranked New 
York 24th out of 30 states 
sampled for poor beach wa-
ter quality overall.

“People always like 
to know what they can do 
to help,” Gans said. “This 
is a great opportunity to 
do that. We need to get the 
word out for the sake of our 
shorelines.”

Trash litters the shoreline near Little Bay Park in northeast Queens. 
Photo courtesy Frieda Christofides

Waterway inspectors scour Queens shorelines

where are the thinkers

who will foresee the forces of nature?

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday 
April 13 and  20 
10:00 a.m.

ENGINEERING            TECHNOLOGY            MANAGEMENT            AVIATION

1.866.6VAUGHN    www.vaughn.edu

Changing the world requires revolutionary thinking that goes above and beyond, and at Vaughn College 
that’s the type of thinking we instill in you. Our students come with vision and expectations and leave ready 
to challenge the ordinary in the �elds of engineering, technology, management and aviation. 

Vaughn offers an array of master’s, bachelor’s and associate degree programs — including one of the only degree 
programs in mechatronic engineering in the New York metropolitan area — and a faculty that is grounded in 
real-life experience. It’s no wonder that 92 percent of our graduates are employed or continue their education 
within one year of graduation. 

Set your sights on Vaughn College and start thinking above and beyond. Visit www.vaughn.edu for more information.
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OZONE PARK — A 
63-year-old man was found 
dead Tuesday evening in 
an Ozone Park apartment 
where he had been staying 
with a couple he befriend-
ed, police and the friends 
said.

The NYPD found 
Walter Corcoran lying on 
the floor of a building on 
Liberty Avenue near 88th 
Street at about 6:30 p.m., 
and emergency responders 
pronounced him dead, ac-
cording to police.

There were no signs of 
trauma to Corcoran’s body, 
and the medical examiner 
will determine his cause of 
death, police said.

Annie Marion, 48, said 
she had become friendly 
with Corcoran, known as 
“Wally,” who often hung 
out on Liberty Avenue and 
92nd Street, in 2005.

She had just moved to 
the neighborhood and was 
trying to take a bus to Ja-
maica Avenue when Corc-
oran gave her directions.

Over time, the two be-
came friends, and when he 
showed up on her doorstep 
a few months back with no 
place else to go, she and her 
husband Dwayne Verdun 
took him in.

“He was always kind,” 
Marion said.

Verdun said Corc-
oran’s basement apartment, 
where he had lived for 17 
years, had been flooded 
during Superstorm Sandy 

last year. Two of his sisters 
had died and two other sib-
lings lived in Florida.

Every evening around 
5:30 p.m. or 6 p.m., Corcoran 
would arrive at the apart-
ment, and the trio would 
have dinner together. The 
next morning, he would be 
out the door early in the 
morning.

“When he comes down 
those stairs, I don’t know 
where he goes,” Marion 

said, adding he was well-
known in the neighborhood 
and often swept the streets.

Corcoran, who the 
couple said had been in 
treatment for substance 
abuse for the past 30 years, 
had spent the previous four 
days in Jamaica Hospital 
after becoming ill  in a res-
taurant down the block, 
Marion said.

“We had no idea where 
he was,” she said. “He just 
appeared at the door and 
said he got discharged.”

On Tuesday, Marion 
and her husband went out 
to pick up a pizza.

“When we got back, he 
was laid out on the couch,” 
she said as they waited for 
police to let them back into 
the apartment Tuesday 
night.

An investigation into 
Corcoran’s death was on-
going, the NYPD said in a 
statement early Wednes-
day.

BY KAREN FRANTZ AND PHIL 
CORSO

The case against a 
Howard Beach man who 
was suspected of the at-
tempted rape against a 
woman in Forest Park has 
been deferred pending fur-
ther investigation and he 
has been charged instead 
with groping another wom-
an three blocks from the 
park, a spokeswoman from 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.

Richard Kassebaum, 
42, was charged with sex-
ual abuse, strangling and 
forcibly touching a woman 
in a March 31 incident near 
the Woodhaven Laundry 
Haven, at 85-42 Woodhaven 
Blvd., according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the district attorney.

Kassebaum followed 

his victim outside the 
Laundromat before alleg-
edly grabbing her from be-
hind, choking her with his 
arm and grabbing her but-
tocks before fleeing back 
into Laundry Haven, the 
complaint said.

Police had put out 
a release April 2 saying 
Kassebaum was charged 
with predatory sexual as-
sault, attempted rape and 
sex abuse in a March 29 
attack on a woman jogging 
through Forest Park.

But a spokeswoman for 
the DA’s office said Monday 
that charges against Kasse-
baum involving that attack 
had been deferred and will 
not be prosecuted at this 
time.  A spokeswoman for 
the NYPD  said police were 
still looking for a suspect in 
that case.

Police investigate the death of 63-year-old Walter Corcoran in 
Ozone Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

Brown defers case 
in Forest Pk attack

Man, 63, found dead in Ozone Pk
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling
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BY JOE ANUTA

New York state courts 
struck a blow to opponents 
of a trash transfer station 
slated for the foot of a La-
Guardia Airport runway, 
but critics of the plan vow 
the fight is far from over.

The 2nd Circuit Court 
of Appeals dismissed a case 
brought by Friends of La-
Guardia Airport, a group 
opposed to the project, 
which sought to invalidate 
a 2010 letter from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion to the city of New York 
indicating that the North 
Shore Marine Transfer Sta-
tion is safe. 

The station is de-
signed to collect garbage 
from trucks that will troll 
the streets of the northern 
part of Queens and package 
the refuse into barges to be 
shipped away.

The station sits less 
than a half mile from the 
edge of one of LaGuardia’s 

runways and, according to 
Ken Paskar, president of 
Friends of LaGuardia, will 
attract hungry birds that 
could pose a hazard to avia-
tion.

“We are very disap-
pointed in the court’s 
ruling,” he said. “But we 
are going to continue the 
fight.”

Paskar said the judges 

decided they did not have 
jurisdiction to rule on the 
FAA’s letter, but another 
panel of jurists in the same 
court came to the opposite 
conclusion last year involv-
ing a separate lawsuit.

“The courts already 
ruled on this. They are tak-
ing a completely different 
position and we are very 
confused,” he said. “We 

want a decision from the 
court on the merits.”

Paskar and his group 
have aligned itself with 
Capt. Chesley Sullenberg-
er, the “Miracle on the 
Hudson” pilot who success-
fully landed his plane in 
the Hudson River  in 2009 
when Canada geese struck 
the aircraft soon after it 
took off from LaGuardia, 

to spread the word on what 
they believe are the dan-
gers of the facility. 

But the city maintains 
the whole facility, which is 
replacing a similar build-
ing that already operated 
there, will be sealed, trap-
ping all odors inside and 
that birds will not be the 
wiser.

“We feel the court 

reached the correct deci-
sion,” said city lawyer Eliz-
abeth Natrella, who added 
that the transfer station is 
an integral part of the city’s 
waste management plan.

A spokesman for the 
mayor said the legal vic-
tory shows a trend.

“We’ve prevailed in 
eight separate lawsuits 
challenging various as-
pects of this critical project 
at the trial level,” said John 
McCarthy. “Including ap-
peals, it’s now 11 times that 
a court has ruled against 
those who don’t want to 
bear their fair share of 
the load to dispose of the 
11,000 tons of garbage that 
New Yorkers produce every 
day.”

But many elected offi-
cials have come out against 
the plan. Former U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman was a vo-
cal critic, as is his succes-
sor, Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Bayside).

The North Shore Marine Transfer Station near College Point is nearing completion as opponents scramble to mount a legal offense. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

LGA trash station opponents lose court battle
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A town hall meeting 

at the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image grew heated last 
Thursday when communi-
ty members lobbed pointed 
questions at two Queens 
state legislators over con-
troversial gun legislation 
they voted to pass in Janu-
ary.

“How are restrictions 
on law-abiding citizens go-
ing to affect criminals?” de-
manded one man who said 
he was a registered Demo-
crat and had served in the 
U.S. military but had never 
fired his gun.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) de-
fended the law, which tight-
ens a state ban on assault 
weapons and ammunition 
clips and requires people to 
register their guns, among 
other reforms.

He said the country is 
reeling from mass shoot-
ings at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, 

Conn.; a movie theater in 
Aurora, Colo.; and a Sikh 
temple in Oak Creek, Wis., 
and that reforms were 
needed to help keep guns 
out of the hands of people 
intent on doing harm.

“We’ve always had reg-
ulations, we’re always go-
ing to have regulations and 
what we’re talking about is 
where we draw the line on 
what the regulations are,” 
Gianaris said. “There is no 
slippery slope concern to 
me, I don’t believe the gov-
ernment’s going to try and 
come to your house, knock 
your door down and steal 
your guns if you’re entitled 
to have them.”

But the questioner 
pushed back, arguing that 
the bill only affects people 
who already owns guns le-
gally and does little to pre-
vent guns from falling into 
the hands of criminals.

Another critic of the 
gun legislation argued that 
a ban on guns that have 
plastic and rubber grips 

was arbitrary.
“It doesn’t change the 

functionality of the weapon, 
it doesn’t change the rate of 
fire, it doesn’t change any-
thing. It just makes it look 
scary,” he contended.

But Gianaris and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) held 
firm in their support for 
the gun bill.

“Every illegal gun 
was once a legal gun, and 
that’s what we have to 
think about,” Simotas said. 

“This legislation was good 
legislation that we have a 
sincere belief will actually 
stop the scourge of gun vio-
lence in this country and in 
the state.”

 The topic of guns was 
one of several discussed at 
the town hall, held at the 
museum, at 36-01 35th Ave. 
in Astoria.

One woman said she 
had been hit by soccer balls 
in Athens Square Park 
many times and feared for 
her safety there, and a rep-

resentative with the city 
Parks Department told her 
soccer playing is not per-
mitted in the park and he 
would look into the issue.

Another man com-
plained about new city 
Muni-Meters in the city, 
saying they did not always 
work and can sometimes be 
a hike from where a person 
parks his or her car.

And Community 
Board 1 member Rudolfo 
Sarchese voiced support for 
the police practice of stop-

and-frisk. He said he feared 
restrictions on the practice 
would spur an increase in 
crime.

Moderator Rose Marie 
Poveromo pitched the ques-
tion to Stephen Cirabisi, 
police commander for the 
114th Precinct.

“His question is more 
a question for the elected 
officials,” he started to say.

“Wow, did you tap 
dance on that,” Poveromo 
interrupted, prompting 
laughter from the audi-
ence.

Cirabisi went on to 
say that stop-and-frisk has 
proven to be successful in 
reducing crime.

Simotas’ office esti-
mated more than 100 peo-
ple attended the town hall, 
which also drew Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
representatives from City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer’s (D-Sunnyside) 
staff and a number of city, 
state and federal agencies.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
U.S. Sen. Charles 

Schumer (D-N.Y.) said the 
federal government plans 
to provide more than $1 bil-
lion toward an expansion 
of ferry service to points 
including Astoria and 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and 
he urged appropriation of 
more funding for the proj-
ect.

“The East River Ferry 
expansion project can be-
come a ‘nerd boat’ link-
ing our rapidly expanding 
tech hubs like Dumbo and 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
with the new Cornell-NYC 
Applied Science campus,” 
Schumer said. “It will 
also maximize ferry use 
throughout the city and 

better connect these wa-
terfront neighborhoods 
to public transportation. 
This would benefit the lo-
cal economy and that’s why 
projects like this should be 
considered for funding.”

A New York City Com-
prehensive Citywide Ferry 
Study in 2010 indicated 
strong demand for ferry 
transportation on the Up-
per East Side of Manhattan 
and Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier 6.

An East River Ferry 
pilot program began in 
June 2011 and has served 
more than 1.7 million com-
muters. The East River 
Ferry now links Manhat-
tan with Long Island City, 
Brooklyn and Governors 
Island and can transport 

nearly 150 passengers per 
trip. Schumer said private 
developers are planning 
4,000 units of housing on 
the waterfront of Hallets 
Point in Astoria in 2015 and 
that expanded ferry service 
would benefit vast numbers 
of new residents.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
praised the proposal. The 
plan would include a ferry 
stop in Hallets Point and 
Vallone called for more fer-
ry stops in Queens.

“It is unacceptable that 
Queens has only one ferry 
stop [besides the existing 
stop in Hunters Point],” 
Vallone said. “Our borough 
deserves and needs better.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Sandhogs working on the East Side 
Access project have finished major blast-
ing deep under Grand Central Terminal, 
the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity announced Tuesday.

Since March 7, 2007, nearly 1,000 work-
ers on the job 24 hours a day and five days 
a week have carried out more than 2,400 
controlled blasts — all without affecting 
the operations of Metro-North Railroad or 
the subway system.

The workers are building two enor-
mous caverns, 160 feet below street level, 
that will house eight tracks for the Long 
Island Rail Road.

The East Side Access is scheduled to 
be finished by 2019 and will bring the LIRR 
into Grand Central Terminal, saving time 
for thousands of commuters who now must 
transfer from Penn Station en route to 
Manhattan’s East Side.

The MTA said some 857,000 cubic 

yards of rocky mud — enough to cover the 
843 acres of Central Park to a depth of a foot 
— were dug out and hauled away.

“This is a very significant milestone 
for the East Side Access project,” said Mi-
chael Horodniceanu, president of MTA 
Capital Construction. “The caverns are es-
sentially now fully excavated. Much work 
remains to be done to build the platforms 
and tracks and finish what is currently 
raw, cave-like space. But we now have a 
fully built shell in which all future work 
will take place.”

Two enormous, 200-ton boring ma-
chines also chewed out more than 32,000 
linear feet of Manhattan bedrock between 
September 2007 through June 2011 from 
63rd Street to 37th streets.

Reach contributing writer Philip New-
man by e-mail at timesledgernews@cnglo-
cal.com or phone at 718-260-4536.

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (r.), state Sen. Jose Peralta (l.) and representatives from 
several city, state and federal agencies gather for a town hall in Astoria last Thursday. 

Photo by Karen Frantz

East Side Access milestone 
reached at Grand Central

Schumer says feds will spend $1B 
to expand ferry service to Astoria

State gun legislation sparks heated debate at town hall
State Sen. Michael Gianaris, state Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas defend votes on weapons bill
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agency should oversee the 
city’s water rates to hope-
fully put a cap on the rising 
costs. Vallone also suggest-
ed perhaps changing the 
City Charter could serve as 
a potential fix.

The proposed 2014 wa-
ter rate hike was the lowest 
since 2003, when the city 
upped the cost by 3 per-
cent. Increases were in the 
double digits from 2008-11, 
until they finally hovered 
around 7 percent the past 
two years.

The city Water Board 
announced a public hear-

ing for each borough over 
the next month, with the 
Queens date set for May 2 
at 7 p.m. inside room E-242 
of LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island 
City.

The board said it would 
adopt the new water rate 
May 10, effective July 1.

Continued from Page 9 

Water

STREET SWEEPERS
Volunteers (l.-r.) Carl Johnson, secretary and treasurer of the Kiwanis Club of Cambria 
Heights; Liz Smith and Yuni Van from the Cambria Heights Civic Association; and Dr. Arlene 
Allen, Kiwanis president; remove trash from Linden Boulevard and 223rd Street Saturday as 
part of a cleanup, organized with other community groups and Councilman Leroy Comrie. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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The power and maj-
esty of a great sandwich is 
undeniable. Loaded with 
fresh ingredients and han-
dled with care, a truly re-
markable sandwich melds 
together tastes from across 
the flavor palate into one 
cohesive mouthful.

And few establish-
ments have mastered the 
art of the sandwich better 
than Press 195 in Bayside. 
The eatery, at 40-11 Bell 
Blvd., serves lunch, dinner 
and late night snacks in a 
comfortable and friendly 
environment — an atmo-
sphere painstakingly creat-
ed by chef and owner Brian 
Karp.

“I’m a bit of a control 
freak,” said Karp, who 
owns the restaurant’s two 
locations in Bayside and 
Rockville Centre, L.I., along 
with partners Chris Evans 
and Jimmy Volz. “And I 
wanted to be set apart from 
other restaurants by of-
fering a unique product at 
reasonable prices in a laid-
back setting.”

Karp opened the origi-
nal Press 195 in Brooklyn’s 
Park Slope neighborhood 
in 2002 after a decade rat-
tling around in the corpo-
rate world. He was part of 

the Internet’s early days 
in the mid-1990s, playing 
an integral role with a few 
major companies, includ-
ing Yahoo!, his last major 
corporate venture.

He “left for sanity’s 
sake,” returning to his first 
love: cooking. Karp recalls 
being a child and lifting 
himself up over the coun-
tertop to reach the toaster 
oven and experiment with 

different variations of the 
grilled cheese sandwich. It 
was the harbinger of a ca-
reer to come.

“Everybody loves 
sandwiches. They are not 
for the rich and they are not 
for the poor — they are for 
everyone,” said Karp. “And 
the sandwich itself leaves 
so much room to play with 
different ingredients.”

One glance at the 

Press 195 menu and Karp’s 
affinity for experimenta-
tion is clearly evident. The 
restaurant offers both hot 
and cold pressed sandwich-
es featuring savory meats, 
fresh vegetables and the 
finest cheeses. Karp’s cur-
rent favorite creation is 
the Jack’s Special, loaded 
with grilled spicy chicken, 
fresh mozzarella, barbecue 
sauce, onions and pickles.

Other standouts in-
clude the No. 35, with pro-
sciutto di parma, sliced 
pears, fontina cheese, baby 
arugula and a drizzle of ex-
tra virgin olive oil; and the 
No. 26, with turkey, smoked 
Canadian bacon, smoked 
gouda, fresh tomato and 
roasted garlic spread.

Press 195 also offers a 
sandwich creation that just 
might be the greatest gift 
to mouths everywhere: a 
pressed knish sandwich. 
With six variations, the 
crunch of the outer knish 
shell gives way to molten 
potato filling and eventual-
ly inner contents, which in-
clude meatloaf, steak, pas-
trami and veggie, among 
others.

More offerings include 
Belgian-style fries with an 
array of dipping sauces, as 
well as loads of fresh vegeta-
bles, including an asparagus 
appetizer that is the perfect 
way to get one’s greens.

But Press 195 is more 
than just a place to eat. A 
small bar with a beer selec-
tion unmatched on the bou-
levard greets customers. 
It features seasonal brews 
and some usual favorites, 
as well as incredibly tasty 
choices that are hard to 
find anywhere else during 
a typical lunch hour, happy 

hour or suppertime.
“A beer and a sandwich 

is a classic combination, 
but we aren’t just going to 
serve any beer,” said Karp. 
“I have a real love of craft 
beers and that is something 
I want to spread to others.”

Karp’s love of quality 
food and drinks is evident 
throughout Press 195, as is 
his welcoming and friendly 
demeanor — characteris-
tics shared by the rest of 
the restaurant’s staff.

While many years have 
passed since his early days 
elevating the flavor profile 
of a simple grilled cheese 
sandwich in his childhood 
kitchen, Karp still holds 
true to his culinary man-
tra: comfort coupled with 
originality adds up to hap-
piness.

“When you have qual-
ity food with a relaxed at-
mosphere, it works out for 
everyone,” he said. “Unlike 
the corporate world, the res-
taurant business provides 
a direct connection to the 
customer. And producing 
something that makes oth-
ers happy is really the only 
business I want to be in.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Eatery impresses with unique array of food and drinks
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After more than half 
an hour practicing the 
same dance steps, choreog-
rapher Mim Paquin gathers 
a dozen young actors center 
stage for a quick refresher 
in the art of musical the-
ater performance.

“With choreography, 
it’s not hurry, hurry, hurry 
to get to the next step,” she 
said. “You’ve got to keep 

track of the count. You have 
to know where the music is 
otherwise you are going to 
look like awkward people.”

Naturally, Paquin’s 
goal is to help her young 
performers look their best 
when they step onto the 
stage at St. Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, in the 
Gingerbread Player’s pro-
duction of “Bye Bye Bird-
ie,” April 13 to April 21.

For more than 40 years, 

this Forest Hills Gardens 
community theater has 
provided Queens children 
and teenagers — along with 
a few grown-ups — a chance 
to stride the boards and get 
a peek into the world of the 
performing arts. 

“In the spring we al-
ways do a musical that 
heavily involves children,” 
said Director Jean Tessier. 
“It’s about getting the kids 
exposed to theater and get-

ting them on stage and a 
chance to shine.”

That is one of the 
things Kayla Thomsen, 12, 
who is returning for her 
fifth show with the group, 
relishes about her time on 
stage. 

“I personally like it be-
cause you can be standing 
in the background, but they 
don’t make you feel like 
you’re in the background,” 
said Kayla. 

The award-winning 
musical from the early 
1960s is a parody of the 
hysteria surrounding Elvis 
Presley’s induction into the 

Army. In the musical ver-
sion, the Elvis character, 
“Conrad Birdie,” heads to 
Sweet Apple, Ohio to be-
stow one final kiss on an 
adoring fan. Naturally, 
chaos ensues.

And for last Satur-
day’s marathon-rehearsal 
of the “Lot of Living to Do” 
number, Kayla and scene 
partner Nitin Varghese, 14, 
remain front and center for 
a good chunk of the song. 
Nitin plays the part of nerd 
“Harvey Johnson,” who 
egged on by “Conrad Bird-
ie’s” carpe diem anthem, 
grabs Kayla’s character for 

a spin around the dance 
floor as the rest of the cast 
cheers them on. 

As the two young per-
formers shake, rattle and 
roll to the beat, Paquin re-
minds them to have fun but 
also to stay in character. 

“The kids are fantas-
tic,” said Paquin. “Every-
thing you say, they absorb 
like a sponge. You want to 
share these nuggets so they 
have a good experience.”

It’s worked for Nitin 
who is also returning for 
his fifth show with the Gin-

‘Bye Bye Birdie’ runs for two weekends 
at St. Luke’s Church in Forest Hills

Continued on Page 42

Nitin Varghese (l.) and the rest of the “Bye Bye Birdie” cast fol-
low along as choreographer Mim Paquin (c.) demonstrates a 
move during a rehearsal of The Gingerbread Players produc-
tion. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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Bernie Bosio is tak-
ing the plunge.  Or so he 
claimed when we got to-
gether recently at my Doug-
laston law office, where we 
used to hold Outrageous 
Fortune Company audi-
tions, barely tolerated by 
my attorney colleagues, 
even though I assured them 
that lawyers and actors 
have a lot in common. 

Bernie and I had our 
meeting  April 1, but I don’t 
think he was fooling when 
he told me that he’s now en-
gaged to be married some 
time in 2014.  Not remark-

able you say, especially with 
the growing acceptance of 
same-sex marriage, so why 
shouldn’t an opposite-sex 
guy get married too?  But 
Bernie is 50-something and 
this is the first time that 
he’ll be tying the knot.  The 
lucky and apparently con-
vincing lady, by the way, 
is the singer Valerie G. 

Keane.
However, what you 

should really know about 
Bosio is that he’s one of the 
most sought after actors 
and directors in local the-
ater.  He has close ties with 
Brooklyn’s The Heights 
Players, where he recently 
directed the popular com-
edy “Run For Your Wife.” 
His resume includes cred-
its with lots of other theater 
companies, most notably 
the Parkside Players (For-
est Hills) and the Phoenix 

Players (College Point).  
Bosio is a Queens’ na-

tive, living for many years 
in Middle Village, and is a 
customer engineer (what-
ever that is) for AT&T.  He 
first got interested in the-
ater as a student at Christ 
The King high school when 
he saw a production of 
one-acts and said, “I can 
do that.” And so he has for 
over 30 years.  

With Outrageous For-
tune, Bosio showed off his 
comic talents in “All in the 
Timing,” by David Ives, 
and his directorial skills in 
our last season – or maybe 
just our latest one — in 
“Dean Man’s Cell Phone,” 
by Sarah Ruhl.  His most 
recent dramatic role was in 
the Phoenix production of 
Shakespeare’s “The Win-
ter’s Tale.”  “As long as I’ve 
been doing this,”, he said, “I 

still feel anxious, because I 
know I can always do bet-
ter.”  His favorite play is the 
constantly performed “Ar-
senic and Old Lace” — he’s 
done it five times in three 
different roles.

The other thing to 
know about Bosio is that 
he deals with a major dis-
ability — he’s had progres-
sive hearing loss since the 

age of 10, and suffers from 
tinnitus (hearing a sound 
where none exists).  He now 
wears hearing aids in both 
ears and is an accomplished 
lip reader.  But none of this 
has slowed him down, and 
you wouldn’t know he had 
a problem if you spent any 
time with him.  On stage 
the only thing he has to 
worry about is working up 
a sweat and short-circuit-
ing his hearing system.

A group that Bosio has 
worked with, the Rockaway 
Theatre Company, for which 
he directed “Noises Off,” by 
Michael Frayn  — has fall-
en on hard times, a victim 
of Superstorm Sandy.  Some 
years ago the group took 
over the abandoned movie 
theater at Fort Tilden, and 
with a little money and a 
lot of hard work created an 
excellent venue for plays 

and musicals.  Last month 
they presented “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” at a church 
in Howard Beach to raise 
funds for hurricane relief 
expenses.  If you want to help 
Rockaway restore its space, 
contact them at Rockaway-
TheatreCo@nyc.rr.com.

Thalia Spanish The-
atre has a bilingual puppet 
musical for children this 
Sunday, April 14, at 3 p.m., 
and you may still be able to 
enroll in its Saturday morn-
ing children’s workshop; 
call (718) 729-3880 for the de-
tails.  And call Theatre Time 
Productions at (347) 358-8102 
for tickets for its  musical 
cabaret (April 13 toApril 28) 
at the Colonial Church of 
Bayside.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Answers in Sports

Middle Village actor takes on his greatest role: Husband
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

BERNIE BOSIO
Photo by Ron Hellman
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The Sacred Music Chorale
of Richmond Hill

Pre sents
Mozart 
Vivaldi 

Schube rt
Reception foll owing pe rf ormance

Sunday, Apr il 14, 2013 @ 3:00 pm.

For info call :
(718) 441-8118

$15 General
$12 Senior 

$12 Student/Advance

86-20 114th Street , Richmond Hill, NY

Queens Writes! gets authors working throughout the borough
BY ALEX PALMER

This weekend writers 
in Queens get a new way 
to share their work, and in 
some cases that platform is 
coming to them. The week-
end of April 13-14 marks the 
inaugural Queens Writes! 
Weekend, which gives 
Queens writers a chance 
to gather, read each others’ 
work and compose their 
own.

Rather than a typi-
cal conference, held in one 
place with a number of 
workshops, Queens Writes! 
spans seven sites through-
out the borough. These 
range from a writing group 
in the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park to a gathering 
at the Voisard3D Studio in 
Long Island City. One group 
will ride the 7 train together 
and try to draw inspiration 
from the views and subway 
riders along the way.

“This project involves 
a lot of people throughout 
the borough, so we decided 

to have a lot of small mini 
events to get more people 
out,” says Tim Fredrick, 
founder and president of 
the Newtown Literary Al-
liance, and editor of the 
organization’s “Newtown 

Literary,” a twice-annual 
journal of Queens-based 
writers, which organized 
the event.

Beginning Wednesday 
and lasting through the 
weekend, one of Newtown 

Literary’s board members 
will also be doing a series of 
traveling typewriter events 
from Flushing to Long Is-
land City. He will set up in 
a public place and for one 
dollar individuals can con-

tribute a line of poetry to a 
large poem that will even-
tually run in the journal’s 
Fall/Winter issue. 

A full updated list of 
the sites and events can be 
seen at http://newtownlit-
erary.org/queens-writes-
weekend-2013.

The “Newtown Liter-
ary” is the brainchild of 
Fredrick, and published 
its first issue in November, 
featuring a variety of poet-
ry, prose, fiction, and non-
fiction. The second issue 
for Spring/Summer is cur-
rently being finalized, and 
almost all of its contents 
will come from Queens-
based writers.

“The submissions have 
been great to the extent that 
right now we have about 80 
to 90 percent Queens writ-
ers,” says Fredrick, who has 
made part of the journal’s 
mission to feature at least 75 
percent of writers from the 
borough in each issue.

A $5 donation will be 
requested at each Queens 

Writes! event, with all the 
funds going to help pay for 
the journal’s production 
and expenses. The group 
is now developing plans 
for low-cost workshops for 
Queens writers and in the 
fall will launch a writing 
contest for schools in bor-
ough to encourage kids to 
write. Online donations 
can be made at https://
w w w.wepay.c om /don a-
tions/queens-writes-week-
end-2013.

But the main goal of 
the events is to get Queens 
residents writing.

“We will have prompts 
available, but there will be 
no specific rules or judg-
ment — you can write a let-
ter to a friend if you like,” 
says Fredrick. “We just 
want to offer a chance for 
everyone to write, whether 
professional writers or 
those who have done it as 
a hobby, in a low-pressure, 
noncompetitive kind of 
way.”

Members of the Newtown Literary Alliance will take part in this weekend’s Queens Writes! events 
throughout the borough. Photo courtesy Newtown Literary Alliance
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40 Forest Hills’ My Kitchen cooks up new Italian fare
BY SUZANNE PARKER

Long time Forest Hill-
sians might remember the 
original My Kitchen from 
the ‘80s, when it was a 
popular Austin Street eat-
ery.  After disappearing 
from the scene for over a 
decade, it re-emerged on 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
a spiffy new space with 
a restaurant and a party 
room.  It started off with 
great promise, but gradu-
ally entered a state of in-
exorable decline.  

Infusing new en-
ergy and enthusiasm, the 
new owners Dhanny and 
Giuseppe Palma hope to 
make good on My Kitch-
en’s original promise.  
Dhanny, who grew up in 
Trinidad, runs the front of 
the house, while Giuseppe, 
of Italian descent, rules 
the kitchen.  They de-
scribe themselves as hav-
ing “a solid foodie partner-
ship and marriage.”  The 
menu itself is sprinkled 

with quotes from their 
own kitchen like “My hus-
band’s a Chef.  Why do you 
think I married him”?

The menu here, ad-
mittedly still a work in 
progress, could possi-
bly be described as New 
American Italian.  That is 
to say  it includes classic 
American crowd pleasers 

like Maryland crab cakes 
and a NY strip steak and 
Italian favorites like egg-
plant rolletini and spa-
ghetti carbonara.  There 
are also daily specials, 
perhaps trial balloons for 
future menus.  There is a 
thoughtfully chosen, mod-
estly priced wine list, and a 
full carafe of house wine is 

only $20.  They don’t 
push any designer 
cocktails, but can stir 
up a decent martini, 
or any other standard 
bar beverage.

Miniature shep-
herd’s pie was a spe-
cial appetizer that 
just might merit 
permanent inclu-
sion based on cute-
ness alone.  Minced 
lamb with a few veg-
gies, redolent of sage, 
topped with mashed 
potatoes filled a doll-
sized casserole, ad-
equate for a starter.  
All we could think 
was “aaawwww.”  

Maryland crab cakes, nice 
and crabby, were height-
ened by a lime yogurt 
sauce.  The eggplant rolla-
tini was workman-like in 
the way of an Italian that 
knows his cuisine.  

Grilled chicken with 
artichokes and sun dried 
tomatoes in a rosemary 
wine reduction demon-

strated Mr. Palma’s cre-
ativity in the kitchen.  The 
sauce was well balanced 
with a little hint of heat to 
add interest.  

Thursday they lower 
the price of their 16-ounce 
aged NY strip steak from 
$21 to $15.  Even $21 isn’t a 
bad price for such a hefty 
slab of quality meat.  It 
is covered in the house’s 
dry rub, well seared, and 
served on a sizzling plat-
ter. Regrettably, it was 
ordered rare, and arrived 
medium.  When the chef 
stopped by our table and 
asked how the steak was, 
we told him.  He apolo-
gized, but didn’t offer to 
replace it.  

We were able to live 
with our un-rare steak 
because our attention was 
drawn to the not-to-be-
missed French fries.  They 
come laced with Parmesan 
and truffle oil in a paper 
lined bucket.  They are the 

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Ave, 

Forest Hills, NY 11375
(718) 544-5644

http://mykitchenforesthills.
com

Price Range: Apps: $8—12, 
Entrees: $16—21

Cuisine: Italian & American
Setting: Quirky & cheerful

Service: Friendly and 
solicitous.

Hours: Monday, Wednesday 
through Sunday: 5 p.m. to 10p.m.

CLOSED TUESDAYS
Reservations: 

Recommended on weekends or 
for special events
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome—no menu.
Music: Recorded 
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

The miniature shepherd’s pie combines minced lamb with veggies 
and sage then is topped with mashed potatoes and served in a doll-
sized casserole. Photo by Suzanne Parker   

Continued on Page 42

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

KIDS & FAMILY

Pupp-Pet Workshop — A 
workshop, geared for 8- to 
12-year-old kids, for building 
your own puppet.
When: Saturday, April 13, 1 to 5:30 pm
Where: The Center at Maple 
Grove Cemetery, 127-15 Kew 
Gardens Road, Kew Gardens
Cost: $10
Contact: (347) 878-6614
Website: www.
friendsofmaplegrove.org

Build-A-Bot Workshop — A 
workshop, geared for 8- to 
12-year-old kids, for building a 
remote-controlled robot.
When: Saturday, April 20, 1 to 
5:30 pm
Where: The Center at Maple 
Grove Cemetery, 127-15 Kew 
Gardens Road, Kew Gardens
Cost: $10
Contact: (347) 878-6614
Website: www.
friendsofmaplegrove.org

Foundations in astronomy — 
Children 9 years and older and 
adults learn all about cosmos, 
from the size and scope to the 
cycles of the moon. The six 
session course is limited to 12 
participants. Registration in 
advance is required.
When: Sunday, April 21, 1–2:30 
pm; Sunday, May 5, 1–2:30 pm; 
Sunday, May 19, 1–2:30 pm; 
Saturday, June 1, 1–2:30 pm; 
Sunday, June 9, 1–2:30 pm & 
Sunday, June 23, 1–2:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Code: TL12
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Fine Waterfront Italian Dining

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718-767-3100

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Cannot be combined with any other offers or specials. One Coupon 
Per Table Per Visit. Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. 
No Electronic Coupons Accepted. Expires 5/5/13.

($60 minimum)

Brunch 
Buffet 

by the Bay!

Thursday 
Night 

Live Jazz!
Full Bar Serving 

All Your Favorites!

Sundays
12 noon – 3pm

PRODUCTIONS

Rough Draft Festival — Take a 
look into the creative process 
as the LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center presents a 
showcase of new works 
currently under development 
by various theater companies. 
When: April 12 to April 25
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center’s Mainstage, Little 
and Black Box theaters
Cost: Free
Contact: For reservations 
e-mail RSVP-LPAC@LAGCC.
CUNY.EDU
Website: laguardia.edu/lpac

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The 
Gingerbread Players of Saint 
Luke’s Church presents the 
1960s musical parody of an 
Elvis Presley-like rock star’s 
induction into the Army.
When: Saturday, April 13, 2:30 
pm and 7:30 pm; Sunday, April 
14, 2:30 pm; Friday, April 19, 7:30 
pm; Saturday, April 20, 2:30 pm; 
and Sunday, April 21, 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream” — William 
Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedy, portrays the 
adventures of four young 
lovers and a group of amateur 
actors and their interactions 
with woodland fairies and 
a duke and duchess. The E 
Phoenix Idealis Theater, Inc.’s 
production is about falling in 
love, which “can make fools of 
us all.”
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 27, 3 pm and 8 
pm; Friday, May 3, 8 pm; and 
Saturday, May 4, 3 pm and 8 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Road, College Point
Cost: $14/adults, $9/seniors 
and students
Contact: (516) 678-0016
Website: www.ephoenixi.org

“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the Tony-nominated 
and Olivier Award-winning 
musical that tells the tragic tale 
of fraternal twins separated at 
birth, who grow up in different 
situations but still become best 
friends. But, when they fall in 

love with the same girl, their 
friendship is tested and their 
fates sealed. 
When: Thursday, May 2, 8 pm; 
Friday, May 3, 8 pm; Saturday, 
May 4, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Thursday, May 9, 8 pm; Friday, 
May 10, 8 pm; Saturday, May 11, 
2 pm and 8 pm; Thursday, May 
16, 8 pm; Friday, May 17, 8 pm; 
and Saturday, May 18, 2 pm and 
8 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Hound of the Baskervilles” — 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
presents a modern adaptation 
of Sherlock Holmes’ greatest 
adventure fi lled with suspense, 
humor and terror.
When: May 3 to May 5, May 10 to 
May 11, and May 17 to 18
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church, 243-01 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults,$15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Boeing, Boeing” — This 
Boulevard Comedy by Marc 
Camoletti presented by the 
Parkside Players centers 
around a Parisian playboy 
and the three stewardesses 
all engaged to him without 
knowing about each other. This 
1960s comedy won the 2008 
Tony for best revival. 
When: May 18 to May 19, May 24 
to May 26, and May 31 to June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Les Miserables” Auditions — 
A production of the award-
winning musical comes to 
Douglaston this August. Parts 
are avaiable for adults of all 
ages and children ages 11 and 
up. Bring a head shot and 
resume (required), sheet music 
for a ballad and an up-tempo 
number, comfortable clothing 
for a group dance audition and 

your calendar for May through 
August. 
When: Thursday, April 18; 
Friday, April 19 and Saturday, 
April 20; 7 to 9:30 pm
Where: American Martyrs 
Sullivan Hall, Bell Boulevard 
and Union Turnpike, Bayside

“Les Miserables” Auditions 
— The JC Players will present 
a semi-concert staging of the 
long-running Broadway musical 
in August. Bring sheet music 
in your key (auditioners can 
use a song from the show) and 
any confl icting dates from May 
to August. Rehearsals begin 
in May.
When: Saturday, April 27, 2 pm 
to 5 pm; and Monday, April 29, 
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Chu8rch, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Contact: Barbara at (718) 894-
8654 or babba0310@gmail.com

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
— The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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gerbread Players. 
“It’s fun,” said Nitin. 

“They’re like my family. I 
like acting and having fun 
with them.”

The Gingerbread Play-
er’s family isn’t limited to 
St. Luke’s members or just 
residents of this corner 
of Forest Hills. Anyone 
can audition for either the 
spring musical or the fall 
show, which tend to focus 
on older casts for produc-
tions like “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” or a Shakespearean 
comedy. Throughout the 
year, St. Luke’s stages sev-
eral concerts featuring mu-
sicians who perform every-
thing from operatic arias to 
Elton John’s play list. 

“We try to keep it di-
verse,” said Tessier. “Our 
goal is to have everyone 
in the community find us. 
Once they find us, they’ll 
keep coming back.”

That also goes for Tes-
sier’s crew of actors, who 
she characterizes as “seri-

ously committed amateur 
actors” ranging in age from 
8 to 80.

Fresh Meadows resi-
dent David Duryea falls 
somewhere in the middle of 
that demographic. Duryea 
may spend his days toiling 
in the St. John’s University 
Financial Aid Office, but 
always kept his desire to 
perform flickering. After 
tackling a small part in 
last year’s production of 
“Annie,” Duryea steps into 
the lead role of “Albert Pe-
terson” — played by Dick 
Van Dyke in the original 
Broadway and Hollywood 
versions.

“I’ve never played a 
lead in my life,” said Du-
ryea. “I guess now I’m 
in the major leagues.”
The big-time is exactly 
where Shannon O’Rourke 
and Becki Santana, both 
16, have their sights set. 
The two girls, currently 
enrolled at LaGuardia Per-
forming Arts High School, 
share the juvenile female 
lead role of “Kim MacAfee.” 

Shannon, who lives in the 
neighborhood and attends 
services at St. Luke’s, grew 
up performing in the Gin-
gerbread Player’s shows. 

“This has been a great 
experience,” said Shannon. 
“I love community theater 
and I love seeing the young-
er kids who are really into 
it.”

Tessier also likes to 
focus on the younger actors 
in her theaterical family. 

“It brings me treman-
dous joy seeing the kids 
when they get it,” said Tess-
ier. “It’s exciting to see that 
lightbulb go off.”

The Gingerbread Play-
ers present “Bye Bye Bird-
ie” at St. Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills, Saturday, April 13; 
Sunday, April 14; Friday, 
April 19; Saturday, April 
20; and Sunday, April 21. 
Contact (718) 268-7772 for 
more information.

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4541.

34.  Acts human?
35.  Fall through the cracks?
36.  "Yo!"
37.  Pal, rapper-style
39.  "___ we forget"
40.  "Code" lead-in
44.  Bridge declaration
45.  Give one's word
46.  Afire
48.  Alert color?
49.  Yankee great Roger
50.  Carry ___ (sing on  
 pitch)
51.  :
52.  Mortimer the dummy
53.  Bud holder
54.  Asian language
55.  "Fine" follower
56.  Caddie's bagful
57.  Bad mark?
60.  "___ moment"
61.  Maiden designation?

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers
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By Ed Canty 

TRIFECTA

Across
1.  "Graphic" opening
5.  Air Force One VIP
9.  No longer sick
14.  Juicy tidbit?
15.  Baker-Charlie precursor
16.  Greek market of  old
17.  1979 nuclear accident  
 site
20.  Northern forests
21.  Dancing siblings
22.  "The Heartland  
 Province"
25.  Small batteries
26.  Swim stroke
28.  One teaspoon, maybe
32.  Arctic covering
37.  Contradict
38. "As Phony as a 
 _______"
41.  Booker of  Newark
42.  Spray cans
43.  R.N.'s habitat
44.  No longer cool
46.  Bacon feature
47.  Airport areas
53.  Data gatherers, for short
58.  Actress Shirley
59.  Basketball violation
62.  Fast breaker?
63.  Having all your marbles
64.  Are you ___ out?
65.  Gold of  "Benson"
66.  Bird house?
67.  E-mailer's option
Down
1.  "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3.  Like some raises
4.  Alpha's opposite

5.  Cooking spray brand
6.  Credit for driving people  
 home?
7.  Ex-governor Grasso
8.  School board?
9.  Spanish houses
10.  Good fruit with a bad  
 name?
11.  Arena sound
12.  Crossword bird
13.  Hires competition
18.  Ring bearer, maybe
19.  Emphatic type: Abbr.
23.  Applied frosting
24.  After-dinner sandwich?
27.  Book of  maps
28.  Ball girls?
29.  A hodgepodge Collection
30.  Place for a catnap?
31.  Slender fish
32.  "The Seven Year ___"
33.  Ah follower

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PLAY ON WORDS
M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N
A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

perfect balance of crunch 
and flavor.  They were tru-
ly memorable taters.

The Bottom Line
Steered by its new 

owners, My Kitchen is 
clearly on an upward tra-
jectory.  Along with tweak-

ing their menu, they are 
trying to add excitement 
with special events.  On 
April 19, they are having 
a ‘50s and ‘60s Dinner & 
Dance party pairing the 
music with the comfort 
food of the era.  You should 
be able to eat or do the 
“Mashed Potato.”  As the 
weather improves, the 
back garden will provide 
al fresco dining opportu-

nities.  If a private gather-
ing is in your future, their 
party room could be your 
venue.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-
mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 40

My Kitchen
Continued from Page 37

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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cording to the filings.
Comrie, who took over 

as chairman of the Land 
Use Committee when Katz 
left the Council in 2009, 
received the bulk of these 
donations from lobbyists at 
land-use firms represent-
ing some of the biggest de-
velopments in the city and 
unions with construction 
interests. He banked nearly 
$3,800 from nine donors 
with interests in either of 
 the controversial Atlan-
tic Yards and New York 
University-expansion proj-
ects, including $1,500 from 
the law firm Wilson Elser 
Moskowitz Edelman & 
Dicker LLP, which lobbied 
on behalf of both. Comrie 
also received $3,500 from 
labor unions represent-
ing either construction or 
building-service trades.

Vallone received about 
$11,400 from 43 lobbying in-
terests since 2010, though 
he has more than $1 mil-
lion in his coffers. Vallone 
is  a business partner with 
his father, former Council 

Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. 
in a law firm called Val-
lone & Vallone. Separately, 
his father also heads a firm 
called Constantinople & 
Vallone Consulting, which 
is registered as lobbying 
on various projects and 
for firms including Tully 
Construction in Queens 
 and the Hunts Point Termi-
nal Market project in the 
Bronx. However Vallone’s 
campaign noted that he 
does not take more than a 
symbolic a salary from his 
law firm, has no ties to the 
consulting firm and works 
as a full-time council mem-
ber.

Vallone received 29 
donations from clients who 
hired his father and busi-
ness partner to lobby, in-
cluding about $1,200 from 
a development firm called 
Mega Contracting that 
takes on borough projects, 
and also received donations 
from both past and current 
members of Constantinople 
& Vallone.

A lobbyist named Rob-
ert Bookman, who was in-
volved in pushing the paid 
sick leave legislation in 
the city council, also gave 

$3,000 in bundled contribu-
tions to Vallone, meaning 
he collected small dona-
tions and packaged them 
together for the campaign, 
according to the filings.

Peralta received a little 
more than $17,500 out of his 
total $247,186  from lobbying 
interests. 

Of that, $4,020 came 
from those who either 
lobby on behalf of or are 
in executive positions at 
Sterling Equities, Major 
League Soccer or the US 
Tennis Association, all 
of which have expansion 
plans in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, though his 
campaign noted Peralta is 
against Sterling’s Willets 
Point proposal. More than 
$10,000 came from unions 
and their political action 
committees, though Per-
alta’s campaign noted he 
is the ranking Democratic 
conference member of the 
state Senate’s Labor Com-
mittee. 

Avella received one 
$50 donation from a lobby-
ist, and Brown did not have 
any data on file with the 
board.

Continued from Page 5 

Lobbying

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King domi-

nated the borough and the 
city, winning its second 
state Federation Class AA 
title in four years. John 
Adams nearly took home 
a Class A state Federation 
crown after winning the 
school’s first PSAL city 
title.

Cardozo claimed an-
other Queens AA divi-
sion crown, but Bayside 
knocked them off for its 
first borough title. Arch-
bishop Molloy was one of 
just three teams to beat 
CK this year, before losing 
in heart-breaking fashion 
in city quarterfinals. Holy 
Cross showed promise un-
der first-year Coach Tom 
Marchesini after Paul Gil-
vary was removed.

Here are the play-
ers selected as the best in 
Queens:

All-Queens Player 

of the Year: Jon Severe, 

Christ the King

The senior guard was 
not only the best player in 
Queens, but also in New 
York state. Severe took 
home Christ the King’s 
first Mr. Basketball 
Award and led his 
team to the state 
Federation Class 
AA title. His de-
sire to win and 
score helped 
him break 
t he 

Federation tournament 
Class AA single game and 
overall scoring mark with 
help from a 40-point perfor-
mance in the semifinals.

All-Queens Coach of 

the Year: Joe Arbitello, 

Christ the King

Christ the King was 
expected to win another 
state title. Pulling it off 
and in such dominant 
fashion is another thing. 
Arbitello got all of his 
talented players to 
buy into and exe-
cute their roles 
without ques-
tion, resulting 
in just three 
losses. The 
way he slow-
ly brought 
along tal-
ented fresh-
man Rawle 
A l k i n s 
was the 
master-

stroke that ultimately 
sealed the crown.

All-Queens First 

Team

G C. J. Davis, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The junior guard did 
a little bit of everything for 
Molloy. He was the consum-

mate leader 
and distribu-

tor, making 
ever yone 

a r o u n d 
bet ter. 
D av i s 

scored when needed to the 
tune of 17.3 points per game 
and 23 points in a quarterfi-
nal loss to Cardinal Hayes.

F Jordan Fuchs, Christ 
the King

Coach Joe Arbitello 
called Fuchs “The Engine” 
because he gave the Royals 
energy, points, rebounds 
and defense. The senior 
never had a problem mix-
ing it up and locking down 
other teams’ best forwards. 
He averaged 11.8 points per 
game.

G Malik Harmon, 
Christ the King

The St. Francis Col-
lege-bound point guard 

was one of the unsung 
heroes of Christ the 
King’s Federation title 
run. He was often their 
second leading scorer, 
made key free throws 
late in big games and 
ran the Royals’ of-

fense to perfection.
G Austin Williams, 

Bayside
The athletic senior 

guard was a spark plug for 
the Commodores. Wil-

liams, who was fearless 
going to the basket, 

averaged 15 points 
per game and five 

rebounds dur-
ing the regular 

season. He 
dropped in 
21 points in 
the Queens 

title game.
G Omar 

Williams, Benja-
min Cardozo

The Judges had 
different stars on different 
days, but it was Williams 
who shined the brightest. 
The senior averaged 12.3 
points during the regular 
season, leading Cardozo’s 

Severe chosen as boro’s best
CK’s Joe Arbitello picked as Coach of the Year in TimesLedger list

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Austin Williams found 

out that claiming city brag-
ging rights wasn’t going to 
be easy.

The Bayside guard 
and his PSAL senior all-
star team led their Catho-
lic counterparts by double 
digits late in the fourth 
quarter of the Mayor’s Cup 
basketball contest. Then 
in a blink of an eye Molloy 
guard Chaz Watler con-
nected on three straight 
three-pointers and Stan-
ners teammate Marko Ko-
zul tied the score and sent 
it to overtime.

“We didn’t expect them 
to come back like that,” 
Williams said. “We thought 
the game was over, but the 
Catholic schools snuck up 
on us.”

Williams, who scored 
11, played facilitator to 
Curtis’ Hassan Martin and 
Lincoln’s Elijah Davis in 
the extra session. It added 
up to the PSAL claiming a 
148-136 win at Baruch Col-
lege Friday night. It was 
the first time in recent year 
the city’s two main basket-
ball leagues squared of in 
an all-star game format.

“It’s bragging rights 
for a little while,” Bayside 
and PSAL Coach Cory Sem-

per said. “You can say and 
talk that you’re the best in 
the city.”

Watler, who finished 
with 16 points along with 
Kozul, said it was disap-
pointing not to win. Christ 
the King’s Jon Severe 
scored 17 points and Jordan 
Fuchs added 13. Watler said 
his treys came in the flow of 
the game and he kept shoot-
ing, but the CHSAA wasn’t 
able to finish things off.

“It’s always good to 
win, but it’s just an honor 
to be recognized as one of 
the best,” Watler said. “We 
wanted to win, but it was 
just about the fun.”

There was a scary mo-
ment when Severe land-
ing awkwardly on a dunk 
attempt and hopped out 
into the gym’s hallway in 
the fourth quarter. He was 
looked at, but had trouble 
standing on his own. Roy-
als Coach Joe Arbitello, 
who was not in attendance, 
said Severe has a sore hip 
and thigh, but no damage 
to his knee.

“I didn’t notice he was 
hurt badly until he didn’t 
come back,” CK teammate 
Malik Harmon said.

Molloy’s Tatum 

shines as Catholic girls 

blast PSAL stars: For 

Queens stars shine 
in all-star games

Members of the Catholic High School Athletic Association girls’ 
basketball team celebrate their victory. Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 48
Christ the King’s Jon Severe flies through the air. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 46
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fast-paced attack. He had 
32 points against Bayside to 
seal the division title.

All-Queens Second 

Team

G Cantrell Barker, Bay-
side

Barkers’ determina-
tion and will rubbed off on 
his teammates. The senior 
guard was capable of carry-
ing the scoring load when 
needed. He averaged 16.5 
points during the regular 
season.

G Jermaine Bishop, 
Holy Cross

The sophomore guard 
was a huge bright spot for 
the Knights. Bishop aver-
aged 14.6 points per game 
and showed the ability to 
break down defenders. He 
flourished in Coach Tom 
Marchesini’s motion of-
fense.

C Adonis Delarosa, 
Christ the King

Delarosa was never 
afraid to get his hands 
dirty. Christ the King was a 
more formidable team with 
the hulking center domi-
nating the boards and scor-
ing in the paint like he did 
during the city playoffs.

G Darnell Holmes, Ben-

jamin Cardozo
Holmes was a jack-of-

all-trades for the Judges. 
The 6-foot-2 senior wing 
averaged 11.3 points and 
6.6 rebounds for the under-
sized squad. He could be 
found leading and finish-
ing the fast break.

G Chaz Watler, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The senior burst onto 
the scene this season and 
became the CHSAA’s most 
prolific and dynamic scor-
ers. Watler averaged 17.3 
points per contest. He had 
29 points and buzzer beater 
to beat Holy Cross.

All-Queens Honor-

able Mention

G Michael Fields, St. 
Francis Prep

F Romario Fletcher, 
Pathways

F Markell French, John 
Adams

F Austin John Huggins, 
Monsignor McClancy

F Ahmed Kone, John 
Adams

F Marko Kozul, Arch-
bishop Molloy

G Dupree, McBrayer, 
Springfield Gardens

G Nosike Obanya, 
Thomas Edison

G Noah Vickers, Cam-
pus Magnet

G Terrell Williams Holy 
Cross

BY CHRIS BARCA
 
It’s early, but Bayside 

picked up an important win 
over division rival Francis 
Lewis behind the arm of 
Heidi Gomez and the bat of 
Victoria Perez.

The Commodores han-
dled the host Patriots 17-5 in 
PSAL Queens A-I softball 
April 3. Perez, a freshman 
right fielder collected four 
RBIs and Gomez, the junior 
ace, tossed five innings, al-
lowing one earned run and 
striking out five.

“Gomez threw well, 
she’s going to throw quick 
enough to where she is go-
ing to challenge a lot of hit-
ters,” Bayside Coach Steve 
Piorkowski said.

Although Francis 
Lewis grabbed an early 3-1 
first inning lead courtesy 
of four walks and a run 
scoring single from second 
baseman Sandra Arcabas-
cio, Gomez pitched the way 
Piorkowski expects her to 
throughout the season.

She limited the Pa-

triots to two runs on just 
one hit. Perez led the high-
powered Bayside offense. 
She drove in two runs with 
a single during a four-run 
second inning. Third base-
man Emily Gomez drove in 
three runs and shortstop 
Tara Bernstein recorded 
a five-hit afternoon. Perez 
feels things will even get 
better for Bayside (3-0).

“I felt good out there,” 
she said. “Once we get deep-
er into the season, we’re all 
going to start clicking.”

Gomez, who walked 
seven, knew she needed a 
little help from her bats on 
this day.

“The offense definitely 
picked me up today,” she 
said.

Unfortunately for 
Francis Lewis (2-1), their 
strong early season scor-
ing outputs didn’t carry 
over against Bayside.  De-
spite the letdown, Patriots 
Coach Bryan Brown has 
confidence in his inexpe-
rienced squad’s ability to 
grow, especially as fresh-

man pitcher Diana Ferrei-
ra takes over for graduated 
ace Pricilla Lallave.

“It’s going to be tough 
because we’re a young 
team,” Brown said. “What-
ever we get out of this year 
is gravy.”

Piorkowski is happy to 
be back on the diamond af-
ter winning his battle with 
cancer that ate away at his 
C6 vertebrae in his neck and 
left him in a wheelchair. He 
missed nearly all of last 
season, before returning 
for the Commodores’ play-
off loss to McKee/Staten 
Island Tech. He is under-
going his fifth month of a 
six-month chemotherapy 
plan and hopes to receive a 
stem cell transplant in his 
neck this summer to rid 
his body of the cancer. His 
focus right now, though, is 
on his team.

“It’s my job,” Piorkows-
ki said with a chuckle. “I 
wouldn’t call it a distrac-
tion from my health, it’s my 
job. If I’m capable of doing 
my job, I’ll do my job.”
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Strong pitching and hitting 
send Bayside past Patriots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. John’s had its heart 

and its winning streak bro-
ken.

The Red Storm men’s 
lacrosse saw Big East rival 
Georgetown tie the score 
with seconds remaining in 
regulation before winning 
14-13 in overtime in front 
of 2,400 people at Bethpage 
high school Saturday after-
noon. The lost snaps a four-
gaming winning streak for 
the No. 10/14 ranked Red 
Storm. A win would have 
went a long way to helping 
to secure the program’s 
first NCAA Tournament 
berth.

“This was a huge 
game,” St. John’s Coach Ja-

son Miller said. “Streaks 
and records and rankings 
don’t mean anything.”

His team took a 13-
12 lead on the third goal 
of the game from Kieran 
McArdle, who added five 
assists, with 6:29 left in the 
fourth quarter. It appeared 
the Red Storm (7-2, 2-2) was 
going to be able to hold on, 
but Ryan Fitzgerald turned 
the ball over at midfield 
trying to clear it.

Georgetown’s Patrick 
Murray scooped up the 
ground ball and flipped it 
behind his back to Charles 
McCormick. The first save 
was made by backup keep-
er Harry Burk, in for Jeff 
Lowman, who experienced 
concussion-like symptoms 

at the half. McCormick 
would put in the rebound 
with 10.2 seconds left and 
Dan McKinney scored the 
winner shortly into over-
time for the Hoyas (5-6, 
2-1).

“After the first save 
there was a little relief,” 

McArdle said. “I thought 
we were going to pick up 
the ball, but then it went 
right back into the kid’s 
stick.”

Despite the loss the 
junior attack added to his 
fine season. McArdle is a 
candidate for the Tewaara-

ton Award, given annually 
to the nation’s best college 
lacrosse player. He is sec-
ond in the country behind 
Albany’s Lyle Thompson 
in points per game (6.89) 
and assists (36) and seventh 
overall in goals with goals 
per gamer (2.89). McArdle 
shows a tremendous abil-
ity to quickly read defens-
es and find cutting team-
mates.

“We can’t get the ball 
in his hands enough,” 
Miller said. “He’s that im-
portant to us.”

McArdle has been a 
big reason for St. John’s’ 
unprecedented success. It 
entered the game against 
the Hoyas with its high-
est ranking in program 

history. The Red Storm 
owns victories over three 
teams ranking in the Top 
10 in the nation at the time, 
including previous No. 1 
Notre Dame March 30. A 
fifth-straight win was not 
to be.

“It was huge,” McAr-
dle said of the team’s 
strong play of late. “We 
have never been here be-
fore. We embraced it and 
we were working hard, but 
today it didn’t pay off.”

Notes: Goalie Jeff 
Lowman became St. 
John’s’ all-time leader in 
saves with a stop early in 
the second quarter.

The senior has 587 for 
his career to pass Joe We-
ingart (1983-86).

Hoyas deny Red Storm fi fth-straight win
St. John’s University goalie becomes school’s all-time leader in saves during loss to Georgetown 

St. John’s’ Kieran McArdle (l.) carries the ball. McArdle scored 
three goals and dished out five assists in a loss to Georgetown. 

Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

Continued from Page 45

All Queens

Christ the King Coach Joe Arbitello talks to his team during a time-
out. Photo by Christina Santucci
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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SHOWROOM HOURS
M-F 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

SERVICE HOURS
M-F 7:30am-6pm
Tues & Thurs ‘til 8pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

1260 Northern Blvd. | 888.639.9131 | HondaManhasset.com

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AVAILABLE STARTING AT ONLY $11,995 WITH FINANCING AS LOW AS 1.9% APR. • 0.9% APR FINANCING UP TO 60 MONTHS AVAILABLE ON SELECT VEHICLES!††

Honda
Manhasset

THE ALL NEW
▲ Destination & handling charge add’l. *2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan, MSRP $19,755/Residual $13,434. Ttl pymnts $2,943. **2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan, MSRP $23,270/Residual $15,359. Ttl pymnts $4,158. ***2013 Honda CR-V LX 4WD, MSRP
$24,875/Residual $17,164. Ttl pymnts $6,552. ****2013 Honda Odyssey LX, MSRP $29,505/Residual $18,881. Ttl pymnts $7,605. Lessee resp for opts., repairs, ins., maint., excess wear & use + $.20/mi. over 10K mi/yr. (CR-V & Odyssey $.20/mi over
7,500 mi/yr.) Prices/Payments incl all costs to consumer except 1st mo. pymnt, $999 down pymnt, $895 bank fee, + tax, title & DMV fees which are add’l and may be payable upon consummation. Destination fees add’l. Closed end lease subject to
Tier 1 credit apprvl. and may have residency restrictions. †Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates. Use for comparison purposes only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive & maintain your
vehicle. †† Subj to apprvl of prim lend srce. Dealer not resp for type or photo errors. DMV#7111762. Must take del’y from dealer stock by 4/25/13.

Just minutes from
Queens/Nassau border

2 blocks from
Manhasset train station

Honda Manhasset

Northern Blvd.

Long Island Expwy.

Shelter
Rock Rd

Community
Drive

Northern State Pkwy.

$109 PER MO. 27-MO. LEASE*
Tax & DMV fees add’l

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

$17,633
OR BUY FOR ONLY

▲

2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan

MODEL# GE8H3DEXW

2013 Honda Fit

▲

A new Honda for
less than $16,000!

▲$15,798

35MPG
HWY†

�BONUS FEATURES�
Automatic Transmission • Side Curtain Air Bags
Security System with Remote Entry

$154 PER MO. 27-MO. LEASE**
Tax & DMV fees add’l

36MPG
HWY†

MODEL# CR2F3DEW
Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

39MPG
HWY†

MODEL# FB2F5DEW
Automatic Transmission

$168 PER MO. 39-MO. LEASE***
Tax & DMV fees add’l

30MPG
HWY†

MODEL# RM4H3DEW
Automatic Transmission

$195 PER MO. 39-MO. LEASE****
Tax & DMV fees add’l

27MPG
HWY†

MODEL# RL5H2DEW
Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda Odyssey LX

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT
$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

2013 Honda CR-V LX 4WD
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BY MIKE MORTON
 
Archbishop Molloy 

alumnus Russ Smith is an 
NCAA champion.

His No. 1-seeded Lou-
isville Cardinals defeated 
No. 4 Michigan 82-76 at the 
Georgia Dome Monday 
night to win the school’s 
third NCAA champion-
ship in school history.

Smith, who had 
torched the nets for most of 
the tournament, struggled 
on this night. He scored 
just nine points on three 
of 16 shooting. The junior 
guard’s experience and 
leadership proved to be the 
most valuable aspect of his 
game, his teammates said.

“Russ and Peyton 
[Siva] lead the show, and 
I just try to play off of 
them,” said Luke Han-
cock, who was named most 
outstanding player of the 
tournament after scoring 
22 points Monday.

Although Smith 
struggled in the title 
game, his scoring through 
the first five rounds of the 
tournament is what pro-
pelled the Cardinals to the 
championship. The final 
round was the only game 
during the tournament 

that Smith failed to score 
at least 20 points.

“Russ, he was taking 
the usual shots he usually 
takes,” Siva said. “They 
weren’t falling. Tonight 
wasn’t his night. He car-
ried us the whole way. 
Without him we definitely 
wouldn’t be here.”

Louisville, Smith 

falls to UConn in wom-

en’s title game: Former 
Christ the King guard Bria 
Smith and Louisville’s 
magical tournament run 
ended with a 93-60 loss to 
the University of Connect-
icut in the NCAA women’s 
basketball title game in 
New Orleans Tuesday 
night.

Smith scored seven 
points and dished out six 
assists in the final. She 
was instrumental in the 
Cardinals making the 
title with 17 points and six 
rebounds in a 64-57 semi-
final win over the Univer-
sity of California.

Southerland, ’Cuse 

fall in Final Four: Ben-
jamin Cardozo’s James 
Southerland and No. 4 
Syracuse lost to Michigan 
61-56 in the Final Four last 
Saturday. Southerland 
struggled in the national 
semifinal. He scored just 
five points on two of nine 
shots.

But the senior for-
ward did come up with a 

huge shot with 41 seconds 
remaining in the game, 
when he nailed a three-
pointer to cut Michigan’s 
lead to 57-56. After two 
Michigan free throws, the 
Orange had a chance to tie 
the score with nine sec-
onds left.

Syracuse drew up a 
play for Southerland, but 
the play collapsed, forcing 
Trevor Cooney to take a 
tough shot and miss to see 
the Michigan win.

“We were trying to 
get James [the ball],” Syra-
cuse Coach Jim Boeheim 
said. “They switched on it. 
Trevor had no choice. That 
was it. He had no choice.”

The newly formatted 
Mayor’s Cup basketball 
game has a chance to be 
something special.

For the first time in 
50 years the best male 
and female seniors from 
the PSAL and the CHSAA 
squared off in a sanctioned 
game against each other. 
The first two years of the 
Mayor’s Cup events saw just 
public school players com-
peting against each other, 
until the mayor’s office got 
both leagues on board.

It was something that 

was long overdue and will 
only get bigger.

“There’s always been 
that competition between 
the PSAL and the CHSAA,” 
said JoAnn Arbitello, the 
Mary Louis and CHSAA 
girls’ team coach.

The event got off to a 
good start Friday night at 
Baruch College with nearly 
all of the city’s top seniors 
suited up on both sides in 
front of a large crowd. The 
CHSAA girls’ team won 
100-66 and the PSAL boys 
claimed a 148-136 overtime 
win.

“It was big for us to 
show who was the best in 
the city,” Bayside senior 
Austin Williams said.

That is what gave 
this game meaning and a 
credibility that only has a 

chance to grow. The players 
bought into its importance 
so everyone else involved 
should, too. It was for brag-
ging rights on Facebook 
and Twitter and in the 
gyms with their counter-
parts and a chance to prove 
exactly who was best. The 
CHSAA girls’ teams consid-
ered the game a must-win.

“We established 
that in the locker room,” 
Archbishop Molloy guard 
Amani Tatum said. “We 
were not losing. We didn’t 
come here to lose. We came 
out and did what we had to 
do — spank them.”

There are plenty of 
offseason all-star games, 
including the upcoming 

Wheelchair Classic, which 
groups players by borough. 
The Metro Classic in the 
fall pits the city against its 
Long Island and upstate 
counterparts. The Mayor’s 
Cup may be unique as prob-
ably the only place the two 
leagues will square off.

“I was waiting for his 
game,” Christ the King 

guard Malik Harmon said. 
“It was fun.”

The format was at-
tempted at last spring’s 
Battle 4 the City event, but 
the Catholic League dis-
couraged its players from 
participating because nei-
ther league sanctioned the 
event.

Friday night was only 
a start, though. Playing the 
game consistently and con-
tinually will be the only way 
to make it a much-watch 
and must-attend event. It’s 
only then the kids will re-
member what happened the 
year before and either want 
to keep their league win-
ning or get a victory can in 
their column.

For one night, at least, 
all involved were winners.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block Shots

Louisville guard Russ Smith (l.) shoots as Michigan guard 
Nik Stauskas looks on during the NCAA championship. 

AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall

Molloy guard Amani Tat-
um, the Mayor’s Cup wasn’t 
another All-Star game. She 
and her teammates wanted 
to set a tone early and prove 
its league’s dominance.

“We definitely got our 
bragging rights,” Tatum 
said.

She scored 21 points to 
help the CHSAA cruise to a 
100-66 win over the PSAL. 
She was an early catalyst 
along with Bishop Ford 
guard Aaliyah Lewis, who 
is headed to St. John’s. The 
duo lead an 11-1 run to close 
the first quarter and give 
her team a 24-11 lead.

“Even from the locker 

room they were about busi-
ness,” CHSAA and Mary 
Louis Coach JoAnn Ar-
bitello said of Tatum and 
Lewis.

She earned friendly 
bragging rights of her own 
with Murry Bergtraum 
star Jasmine Nwajei and 
former TMLA standout 
who plays summer ball 
with Arbitello. Nwajei led 
the PSAL with 15 points, 
but couldn’t get the best of 
her former coach.

“At the end of the 
fourth quarter I was stand-
ing by the [CHSAA] bench 
and I gave Coach JoAnn 
a high-five and they were 
like, ‘Jaz, you’re playing for 
the wrong team,’” Nwajei 
said.

Public vs. Catholic hoops is long overdue

Continued from Page 45

Mayor’s

The PSAL boys’ team members show off their medals and trophy after capturing victory in the Mayor’s 
Cup. Photo by William Thomas

Smith helps Louisville take NCAA victory
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A LegiStorm report 
showed Ackerman to be the 
most generous giver of year-
end bonuses, which come 
from government funds. He 
was also the only Democrat 
out of the Top 10 officials 
for the 113th Congress on 
the list, the site said.

Just behind Acker-
man in the bonus depart-
ment was Rep. Todd Akin 

(R-Mo.), who bumped up 
his staff’s salaries 98.3 per-
cent in his final quarter in 
office before vacating his 
seat, LegiStorm reported.

The trend came as 
somewhat expected, ac-
cording to Daimon Eklund, 
of LegiStorm.

“Election years tend to 
see larger bonus numbers, 
as departing members re-
ward staff who will soon 
be looking for new jobs,” 
Eklund said in a comment 
on the site. “The party los-
ing more members tends to 

have higher bonuses.”
That was what likely 

contributed to House Re-
publicans dominating the 
list of payoffs by the end of 
2012, according to LegiS-
torm.

LegiStorm, originally 
launched in 2006, compiles 
its data through secretary 
of the U.S. Senate and clerk 
of the House of Representa-
tives reports, published ev-
ery six and three months.

spokesman Kevin Ryan 
insisted his office would 
be moving forward with 
the project, referring to 
the participatory voting as 
“undisrupted”

A spokesman for 
Quinn said although the 
speaker and the Queens del-
egation would consider the 
participatory budget vot-
ing results when deciding 
where Halloran’s money 
would go, the Council could 
not promise that it would 
follow the votes as binding 
agreements.

That did not sit well 
with College Point resi-
dents, who scored the most 
votes for projects like a 
$250,000 structural resto-
ration of the Poppenhusen 
Institute in the neighbor-
hood, a $100,000 rehabilita-
tion of MacNeil Park in Col-
lege Point, and $35,000 in 
police cameras throughout 
Halloran’s district. 

“We are the biggest 
losers here if they don’t fol-

low through with this dem-
ocratic process,” said Andy 
Rocco, head of the College 
Point Civic Association. 
“This totally engaged our 
community.”

 The Participatory 
Budgeting Project, a non-
profit group leading partic-
ipatory budgeting projects 
around the country,  and 
the Urban Justice Center 
urged Quinn to ensure the 
votes count despite Hal-
loran’s legal troubles.

“Council member Hal-
loran’s arrest should not 
impede the participatory 
budgeting process and his 
constituents should not be 
punished – especially when 
participatory budgeting is 
a proven method for inject-
ing transparency, account-
ability, and democracy into 
the budget process, and can 
ward off the risk of corrup-
tion that plagues the mem-
ber item system,” the group 
said.

 Meanwhile, elected of-
ficials rallied to have fund-
ing restored to northeast 
Queens’ after-school Bea-
con program. State Sen. 

Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
said he and state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) reached out to 
Quinn  about Halloran’s 
member items.

“We want to make 
sure that we have some 
influence or at least some 
input into how discretion-
ary funds are allocated to 
this district,” Avella said. 
“Because the one thing 
that concerns us greatly is 
outside people allocating 
money to this district when 
they may not be the best 
people to know what is in 
need of funding.”

The Bayside Beacon 
program at MS 158 was put 
on the budgetary chopping 
block again this year after 
it was ultimately included 
in the Council’s discretion-
ary funding.

Reach reporters Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566 and Phil Corso 
by e-mail at pcorso@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

do so much to make Center-
ville a better place to live 
and positively affect prop-
erty values in the process.”

A DDC spokesman said 
budgeting issues and the 
massive scope of the project 
all contributed to several 
delays over the years.

Community Board 10 
Chairwoman Betty Braton 
said street conditions have 
been a major concern of 
Ozone Park residents for 
a number of years and she 
applauded the city for fi-

nally bringing this project 
to fruition.

Braton said decades of 
wear and tear have made 
traversing the streets in 
Ozone Park a dangerous 
activity in some places and 
residents constantly bring 
pothole issues to board 
meetings.

“Projects like these do 
not happen overnight and 
our streets have not been 
reconstructed in a good 
many decades,” she said. 
“It’s important to take time 
and do this the right way. 
Once you get to the point 
of bulldozers on the street, 
you want to make sure it’s 

planned out and it’s done 
the right way.”

She also said the proj-
ect will solve some long-
standing drainage issues 
in the area as well.

“It’s been a long time 
coming, but we’re happy 
changes are on the way,” 
she said.

Final designs for the 
project are expected this 
June and full completion 
of the project is expected in 
March 2017.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

the precinct house, where 
they were met by police in 
riot gear. The NYPD said 
the protesters were order-
ly outside the station.

A.U. Hogan, president 
of the Baisley Park Houses 
tenant association, said he 
led the march in an effort 
to keep the residents from 
breaking out in violence.

“I figured if I walk 
with them and calm them 
down, they’re not going to 
fight the police officers,” 
he said. “It was a struggle 
to calm some of the resi-
dents down and to make 
sure there were only two 
people arrested. I made 
sure that the same amount 
of people I brought down to 
the precinct returned.”

Police said Crichlow 
was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital for possible inges-
tion of drugs and charged 
with disorderly conduct, 
assault on an officer, tam-
pering with evidence, ob-
struction and criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance.

Raynard was charged 
with disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest and ob-
struction, police said.

Hogan said the two 
were released Monday af-
ternoon and the incident 
exemplified the strained 
relationship between po-
lice and the community.

“Baisley Park Houses 
was not the one in the 
wrong that evening,” he 
said. “They’re not going 
to roll on St. Albans or the 
Rochdale Village Co-op 
like that.”

Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the Jamaica branch 
of the NAACP, said there 
was a second confronta-
tion the following evening 

when he was conducting a 
workshop with some of the 
residents.

He said police showed 
up with hats and bats 
claiming they got a call 
about people blocking the 
sidewalk.

“People feel like 
they’re getting picked on 
again. You’ve got an army 
of officers coming across 
the street trying to calm 
people down coming with 
clubs like they want to 
bust people’s heads open,” 
he said. “How come at 
6:30 you had 10 cars and 
10 vans there in less than 
five minutes? What caused 
this? That’s what we need 
to find out.”

“It was very disheart-
ening for all of us who 
worked very hard,” he 
said. “Because essentially 
what happened was the 
community votes were not 
recognized by the borough. 
It was a report card never 
received.”

Out of the six affected 
community boards, three 
voted against the project 
and three voted in favor 
with certain conditions, in-
cluding setting up a main-
tenance fund for the park.

Dan Andrews, a 
spokesman for Marshall, 
said she will still pass on 
her recommendation to the 
Department of City Plan-
ning, the next step before 
the Council votes whether 
or not to approve the plan.

“I can tell you that I 
am insisting that any alien-
ated parkland must be re-
placed,” Marshall said at 
the meeting.

The USTA recently al-
luded it would be open to 

replacing the 0.68 acres of 
parkland after calls from 
activists that not doing so 
would set a dangerous prec-
edent.

“Our goal is to con-
tinue to be good stewards of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Throughout this land 
use review process we’ve 
been seeking input and 
recommendations from the 
local Queens communities 
and elected officials – those 
recommendations have in-
cluded calls for a land swap 
and the establishment of a 
conservancy,” said Daniel 
Zausner, chief operating of-
ficer of the National Tennis 

Center.
The idea of parkland 

replacement seems to align 
more with the demands of 
some advocacy groups and 
several elected officials, in-
cluding state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona), 
who said he would require 
it as part of signing off on 
the project at the state lev-
el.

But for park advocates 
who do not want to see any-
more parkland being taken 
away, it was a moot point.

“By insisting on these 
so-called concessions, they 
are going to provide cover 
for supporting it,” said 
Geoffrey Croft, of New York 
City Park Advocates. “The 
replacement parkland is 
not an issue for people try-
ing to protect the park.”

Activist Robert 
LoScalzo testified that as 
part of the formal land-use 
process, the USTA had to 
explore options to build 
without expanding 0.68 
acres into the park and in-
deed came up with such a 
plan.

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

USTA

Continued from Page 4 

Halloran

Continued from Page 1 

113th

Continued from Page 2 

Upgrades

Dan Zausner says that USTA 
may be open to replacing park-
land the association wants for 
an expansion.

Continued from Page 4 

Bonuses

Police line up outside the 113th Precinct. Photo by Robert Stridiron
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   


