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BY JOE ANUTA

The 1.4-million-square-foot 
mall proposed for the parking lot 
of Citi Field called Willets West is 
more like the Wild West in terms 
of zoning regulations, Commu-
nity Board 7 learned last week at 
a meeting where many details of 
the $3 billion Willets Point rede-
velopment project were revealed.

A delegation from the city 
Economic Development Corp. also 
told board members that there 
is no contractual requirement 
for new ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway and that the Queens 
Development Group, composed 
of Sterling Equities and Related 
Cos., have a first shot  at build-
ing the third phase of the project, 
which has not yet gone out to bid.

A partnership between Re-
lated and Sterling, the company 
whose principals also control the 
New York Mets, won a bid last 
year to develop part of a 62-acre 
project designed to transform the 
junk yards and auto shops of the 
Iron Triangle into a new mixed-
use neighborhood.

The mall is the first phase, 
along with a hotel and a strip of 
retail along 126th Street across 
from Citi Field. Housing, more re-
tail and a school are in the second 
phase. The city has not selected 
a company to build the third 
phase.

The partnership is seeking 

BY JOE ANUTA

The tracking software on a 
stolen iPhone led officers from 
the 109th Precinct on a chase 
through Corona Monday and 
their target was the No. 7 train.

Just after 12 p.m. Monday, 
a 30-year-old woman was talk-
ing on her white iPhone near the 
corner of 41st Avenue and Main 
Street in Flushing when a man 
came from behind and snatched 
the device, police said.

A witness, 40-year-old Lan 
Zhen Zou, began chasing after 

Continued on Page 47

NYPD stops 
iPhone theft

in No. 7 chase

Willets Pt. ramps not set in stone
Housing phase of $3B project rests on highway exits missing from developers’ contract

Continued on Page 48

PINT-SIZED PLAYERS

Peyton Chen, 4, holds her mitt at the opening of the Jamaica Estates Holliswood Briarwood Little League. See cov-
erage on Pages 3, 10, 28. Photo by Christina Santucci

Asian scam artists target 
immigrants in 109th Pct.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Con artists who prom-
ise to rid members of the 
Chinese community of evil 
spirits or illnesses by pray-
ing over sacks of cash have 
instead stolen $1.3 million 
citywide from unsuspect-
ing victims over the last 
year — and about half of 
that money was taken with-
in the 109th Precinct.

Cops arrested one 
woman who allegedly 
scammed a Flushing vic-
tim out of $61,000, but offi-
cers still want the public to 
be on high alert.

Inspector Brian Magu-
ire and Capt. Tommy Ng, 
of the 109th, which covers 
Flushing, Queensboro Hill, 
College Point, Malba, Whit-
estone, Beechhurst and 
Bay Terrace, outlined the 
ongoing problem last week, 
which has wiped out many 
victims’ life savings.

“This is having a dev-
astating impact on fami-
lies,” Ng said, detailing the 
recent incident in which a 
72-year-old woman put jew-
elry and $61,000 in cash into 
a sack thinking it would be 
used in a prayer and re-
turned to her. It was stolen 
instead, according to Ng.

The woman walked 
out of a doctor’s office near 
the corner of Northern 
Boulevard and 147th Street 
between 11 a.m. and noon 
April 11 when she was ap-
proached by two other wom-
en in their 50s who struck 
up a conversation about the 
best doctors in the area, ac-
cording to police.

While the two wom-

en were talking to the 
72-year-old, a third woman 
approached and began dis-
cussing a famous doctor 
that has the power to mi-
raculously heal diseases, 
police said.

“They make it seem 
like it’s random,” Maguire 
said.

In order to be healed 
by the doctor, the 72-year-
old was told to put the mon-
ey in a bag. 

Police arrested a 
58-year-old woman named 
Feng Luan Qin last Friday 
after the victim spotted 
her in a Flushing mall and 
called the authorities. Ac-
cording to Ng, the woman 
admitted to another inci-
dent in the borough.

The scenario is famil-
iar to police who patrol 
Flushing. About $500,000 
in cash — not counting jew-
elry — has been taken in 
schemes like this one over 
the last year.

109th nabs woman
wanted in $61k con 

Capt. Tommy Ng explains traf-
fic safety measure at a re-
cent news conference about 
alleged con artists operating 
in downtown Flushing. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 47
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BY JOE ANUTA

A prominent figure in 
the Queens Muslim com-
munity called for solidarity 
in the wake of a second pos-
sible hate crime at a Kew 
Garden Hills mosque last 
Friday, just five months 
after a 57-year-old man was 
stabbed at the same site in 
an early morning anti-Mus-
lim attack.

“It is a good opportuni-
ty for the people in the area 
to show that being different 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
living in tension,” said 
Imam Shamsi Ali, direc-
tor of the Jamaica Muslim 
Center.

In the latest incident, a 
man left the Masjid al-Saal-
iheen mosque, at 72-55 Kis-
sena Blvd., at about 8 p.m. 
when he noticed someone 
following his car in a dark 
SUV, police said.

When the mosque-goer 
stopped for a red light at 
the corner of Union Turn-
pike and 199th Street, the 
suspect pulled up beside 
him in an SUV and flashed 
a firearm while shouting 
death threats and anti-Mus-
lim statements, according 
to police. The suspect then 
fled the scene.

Police released a 
sketch in connection with 
the crime, describing the 
suspect as a mustachioed 
man in his late 50s with a 
light complexion and dark 
hair and wearing a dark 
suit jacket with an emblem 
patch on the left pocket. He 
may have been driving a 

Toyota SUV.
This was not the 

mosque’s first brush with 
violence.

A similar incident 
happened in November, 
according to police, when 
a 57-year-old man was 
stabbed while he was open-
ing the house of worship.

On Nov. 18, Bashir 
Amad was preparing 
Masjid al-Saaliheen for 
morning prayers at about 
5 a.m. when police say he 
was beaten, bitten and 
stabbed by a suspect police 
described as a 6-foot-tall 
white man between the 
ages of 35 and 45 weighing 
180 pounds.

According to the 

NYPD, the man also shout-
ed anti-Muslim statements 
before the ambush.

In the wake of the No-
vember attack, religious 

leaders from across Flush-
ing and city Comptroller 
John Liu held a news con-
ference to express solidar-
ity and religious tolerance.

Ali helped organize 
the rally with leaders from 
Hindu and Jewish organi-
zations in November, and 
said he hopes Flushing’s di-
versity will encourage resi-
dents to treat each other 
with respect.

“Muslims might be the 
victim today, but you don’t 
know who is going to be 
the victim the next day,” he 
said. “We must use the op-
portunity to build partner-
ships.”

Hate haunts Queens mosque
Kew Garden Hills house of worship site of second possible bias incident

Imam Shamsi Ali (l.) speaks out against hate crimes alongside city Comptroller John Liu (c.) and Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (r.) in the aftermath of an attack last year.

Police are looking for the man 
pictured, who cops allege 
flashed a gun and shouted an-
ti-Muslim threats in Kew Garden 
Hills. Sketch courtesy NYPD
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BY PHIL CORSO

The road to this year’s 
Little League season start-
ed on the Bell Boulevard 
pavement.

Ballplayers between 5 
and 18 and their coaches, 
who make up 63 teams, 
marched through Bayside 
Saturday, marking the be-
ginning of the league’s 60th 
year before the season’s 
first pitch.

The crowd gathered 
at 43rd Avenue and Bell 
before marching over to 
nearby Crocheron Park, 
where the league hosts 
most of its games. Busi-
ness owners along the 
boulevard stopped as the 
Little Leaguers paraded by, 
shouting their team names 
and cheering.

League Commission-
er Bob Reid corralled the 
teams before setting them 
off onto the route, often 

heard shouting at the play-
ers, “Are you ready to play 
baseball?”

Bayside Terrace’s 
9-year-old Brandon Kaplan 
sported the bright orange 
colors of his Cross Bay Din-
er team, ready for his fifth 
year in the league. The 
lefty pitcher and outfielder 
was drafted high by the 
league’s team, his mother 
Jill said.

“It’s always a really 
nice thing when we start a 

new season,” she said as her 
son posed with his team for 
photos. “This Little League 
pulls from everywhere.”

Emmanuel Espinel, 
his season’s 11-year-old 
shortstop and second base-
man for the Sal Salamone 
Masonry team, said he was 
ready to see a lot of action 
in his fourth season play-
ing ball. His dad, assistant 
Coach John Espinel, said 
they travel from Flush-
ing to be part of Bayside’s 

brand of baseball.
“It’s a great Little 

League here, and time well-
spent with my son,” John 
Espinel said. “Every year I 
get to see how much he pro-
gresses on the field.”

Peter Hountas, 10, will 
be playing first and third 
base for the Rocco Brothers 
Construction team, he said, 
and spent the winter work-
ing on his batting stance to 
strengthen his swing. His 
little brother, 7-year-old 

Thomas Hountas, stayed 
close to his brother as he 
readied himself for his 
third season in the league 
playing second base.

After the players com-
pleted the parade route and 
dug their cleats into the 
fresh dirt of the ball field, 
the crowds became silent 
in recognition of the De-
cember mass shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn. 
In honor of the teachers 
and students lost that day, 
Reid said a commemorative 
banner will hang on the 
Bayside fences throughout 
the 2013 season.

Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
was one of several officials 
to speak before the ceremo-
nial first pitch and drew 
from his experiences on dif-
ferent levels of the league to 
inspire the young athletes.

“You’re making us 

so proud to be Baysiders,” 
said Iannece, who worked 
with the league as a parent, 
coach, advocate and spon-
sor over the past 15 years. 
“I saw firsthand what we 
can do with these kids and 
make them productive 
members of our communi-
ty. That’s why Bayside Lit-
tle League is going to win a 
national championship.”

After brief remarks, 
Iannece and several elected 
officials, including U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens), former Sen. 
Frank Padavan and former 
Bayside Little League play-
ers state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and Austin Shafran, a can-
didate for Council, took 
to the mound to throw the 
season’s first pitches.

Members of the Uno Chicago Grill team carry their banner along 35th Avenue in Bayside. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Bayside Little Leaguers begin another baseball season
Bell Boulevard parade marks a new beginning for young northeast Queens sluggers
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), Democratic front-
runner for mayor, says New 
York City’s transit system 
badly needs modernizing 
because too many strap-
hangers are spending an 
hour getting to work.

She also said it was 
time the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
was under control of the 
mayor of New York City.

Quinn, who spoke at 
LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island City, 
told of a woman she called 
Judy from Far Rockaway.

Judy commutes to 
her job at the Greenpoint 
Manufacturing and Design 
Center.

“It takes her almost 
two hours on the subway 
to make the 21-mile trip,” 
Quinn said. “To put that 
in perspective, it takes 
the same amount of time 
to travel the 90 miles from 
Poughkeepsie to Grand 
Central Terminal on Met-
ro-North.”

The problem for multi-
tudes of commuters is that 
the transit system is obso-
lete, Quinn said.

“Next October, our 
transportation system will 
be 110 years old,” Quinn 
said. “When the subway 
started running in 1904, 
there were about 4 million 
people in New York City 
and over half of them lived 
in Manhattan.” 

She said fewer than 
200,000 lived in Queens at 
that time.

Manhattan accounts 
for less than a fifth of the 

population now and Queens 
has 2.3 million residents 
and Brooklyn counts al-
most 2.6 million.

Quinn said Manhattan 
had suffered a net loss of 
jobs, but all the other bor-
oughs had gained jobs.

“But the system still 
runs as though the major-
ity of New Yorkers still live 
and work in Manhattan,” 
she said.

The speaker said New 
York City should take over 
the MTA with the mayor in 
charge, an idea which is not 
new.

She proposed adding a 
voting representative of the 
transit riding public to the 
MTA board “to give riders 
real, meaningful input on 
their transit system.”

“If we want to remain 
the economic capital of the 
world and continue to re-
build our economy, if we 
want to keep New York a 
place for middle-class and 
working families, then we 
need to rebuild a transpor-
tation system that serves 
the needs of the 21st cen-
tury,” Quinn said.

Quinn said she would 
add over a four-year period 
10 new Select Bus Service 
routes — buses with pre-
boarding ticketing that 
travel in lanes restricted to 
other vehicles — in Staten 
Island, the Bronx, Brook-
lyn and Queens.

She said the Select Bus 
lines cost about $1 million 
per mile to operate rather 
than $1 billion a mile, 
which is what it costs to 
build a new subway route.

She also called for ex-
tending ferry service.

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Residents of northeast 

Queens have nothing to 
worry about after voting on 
how to spend $1 million for 
community projects, their 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin said, despite a bribery 
case against a neighboring 
councilman leaving budget 
items in limbo.

Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), wrapped up the 
months-long process in 
which residents voted on 
how he should allocate his 
discretionary funds  with 
a results party last week, 
announcing which of 13 
proposals were to receive 
the Council’s discretionary 
dollars. Weprin’s district 
covers an area stretching 
from Douglaston to Queens 
Village to Hollis and Fresh 
Meadows.

The six winning proj-
ects included $40,000 in 
new emergency equipment 
for the Glen Oaks Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps, 
$35,000 in roof repairs for 
the Queens County Farm 
Museum, $129,000 technolo-
gy upgrades at Martin Van 

Buren High School, $100,000 
portable NYPD security 
cameras and a $300,000 mu-
sic stage and $375,000 pic-
nic area upgrades at Cun-
ningham Park.

Weprin said he hoped 
to see all six projects com-
pleted by next year to show 
the 1,116 residents who 
voted that their voices were 
heard.

The councilman said 
he would include the six 
projects, which add up to $1 
million in capital funding, 

as the top priorities in his 
budget requests. The mon-
ey would then hopefully be 
doled out near the end of 
June, he said.

But as the votes were 
cast in Weprin’s district, 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(D-Whitestone) was ar-
rested on charges of using 
bribery to rig the upcom-
ing mayoral election to get 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) on the GOP bal-
lot .

Halloran, who had also 

spent months with his con-
stituents setting up the par-
ticipatory budgeting vote, 
was stripped of his Council 
committee assignments and 
barred from touching any 
of his discretionary funds, 
which were put into the 
hands of Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan). A spokeswoman 
for Quinn said all funding 
decisions in Halloran’s dis-
trict will be made through 
the Speaker in consultation 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The candidates for borough pres-

ident outlined some of their goals at 
a forum last week sponsored by the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce, but it 
was difficult to gauge the differences 
in their platforms.

For the most part, each candi-
date was asked a different question 
throughout the breakfast event last 
Friday at St. John’s University, near 
the corner of Union Turnpike and 
Utopia Parkway, giving the audience 
feedback on a wide range of issues 
affecting Queens, but offering little 
chance for comparison.

The six hopefuls at the forum — 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
City Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans), Director of Community 
Boards Barry Grodenchik, former 
state Assemblywoman Melinda Katz, 

Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria) — are all vying to replace 
Borough President Helen Marshall.

Some candidates have also been 
courting the endorsement of the 
Queens Democratic Party, which may 
make an endorsement before petition-
ing begins in June, according to sev-

eral political sources. Petitioning is 
the process of gathering signatures to 
get onto the ballot for the Democratic 
primary.

Avella left the forum early to host 
a news conference where he shredded 
his state-issued parking placard. Be-
fore he left, however, he explained to 
the audience that Queens does not get 
its fair share of city services and that 
the borough could use a visionary.

“One of the things we don’t do in 
this city, and that includes the bor-
ough, is planning,” Avella said, indi-
cating he would call on residents and 
local stakeholders to create a road 
map of how the borough should de-
velop.

Comrie discussed development 
issues as well, saying a convention 
center could be built at Aqueduct 
Racino or at Sunnyside Yards and 

NY1’s Rocco Vertuccio (l.r.) questions 
candidates Sen. Tony Avella Councilman 
Leroy Comrie, Barry Grodenchik, Melinda 
Katz, Sen. Jose Peralta and Councilman 
Peter Vallone at a breakfast forum. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

The Glen Oaks Volunteer Ambulance Corps is on deck to receive $40,000 in capital funding after vot-
ers decided on how to spend $1 million.

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (r.) spoke at a news confer-
ence at LaGuardia Community College, saying city commutes are 
too long. Photo by Philip Newman

Beep fi eld offers up plans for county

Weprin says projects will fl y
Councilman pledges $1B in capital funds for residents’ top choices

Riders need updated 
transit system: Quinn

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

As the investigation 
into the Boston Marathon 
bombing moved forward, 
runners from Queens re-
turned home and reflected 
on their chilling experi-
ences.

Several Queens run-
ners had finished the 
marathon Monday shortly 
before two explosions went 
off at the race’s finish line 
in Copley Square, killing 
at least three people and 
injuring more than 180, the 
Boston Police Department 
said. 

President Obama 
characterized the attack 
as an “act of terror” as the 
FBI and other law enforce-
ment agencies began sift-
ing through evidence at the 
scene in downtown Boston 
with the help of countless 
videos, photos and eyewit-
ness accounts.

 Long Island City resi-
dent Peter Macari, 27, had 

crossed the finish line about 
an hour before the blasts 
and was sitting down to eat 
lunch at a sports bar with 
family and friends when 
the television revealed the 
terrible news.

“You could definitely 
sense that something aw-
ful had happened,” he said. 
“The tone of the restaurant 
changed immediately, and 
outside all you heard were 
sirens.”

Macari then spent 
some tense moments call-
ing and texting several 
friends running in the 
marathon and watching 
from the sidelines.

Fortunately, his entire 
crew was safe and account-
ed for.

An avid runner, Mac-
ari had run several mara-
thons, but this was his first 
time at the Boston Mara-
thon, which he called “the 
Super Bowl of marathons.”

“I was so saddened by 
the fact that the marathon 

could be tainted by this act 
of violence,” Macari said, 
vowing to return to Boston 
for next year’s marathon. 
“It might be difficult, but 
this is my sport. I’m not go-
ing to let this violent act get 
in the way of what a mara-
thon should be.”

Astoria residents Ben 
Hauck and Rob Gunther de-
scribed hearing loud boom-
ing sounds and instinc-
tively thinking of a truck 
ramming into a raised 
roadway.

“If you are ever on As-
toria Boulevard near the 
truck route, a truck will hit 
a bump and there is a very 
loud sound. This sounded 
like an extra large truck hit 
something,” Hauck said by 
phone from his hotel room 
in Boston the day of the at-
tack.

Hauck, who was run-
ning the Boston race for the 
second time and has com-
pleted more than 10 mara-

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Republican leaders 

traded more barbs over the 
future of the Queens GOP 
Party this week in the wake 
of a wide-ranging bribery 
scandal.

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) and 
Queens Republican Party 
Vice Chairman Vince Tab-
one were both charged with 
participating in a bribery 
scheme to get state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
on the GOP mayoral ballot 
earlier this month by fed-
eral prosecutors.

The Queens party has 
been in turmoil ever since, 
with an insurgent faction 
including Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) call-

ing for the ouster of the cur-
rent leader, Phil Ragusa.

In an unrelated inci-
dent, Ulrich also attracted 
attention within the party 
for allocating discretion-
ary funds to a charity run 
by a GOP district leader.

GOP mayoral candi-
date John Catsimatidis, 
a grocery store magnate, 
came to the Ragusa’s de-
fense in a note distributed 
last weekend, saying he 
and state Republican Par-
ty Chairman Ed Cox had 
agreed “management by 
revolution is not the way of 
the GOP.”

Catsimatidis, whose 
daughter is married to 
Cox’s son, singled out Ul-
rich in the missive.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Extreme acts of vio-
lence against humanity are 
often met with widespread 
shock and unmitigated 
disgust, but in fanatical 
circles extreme acts of vio-
lence against women are 
often met with hushed nods 
of approval from the male 
ruling elite.

It is a paradigm Na-
heed Bahram is trying to 
change. The New York pro-
gram director of Women for 
Afghan Women came to the 
Central Queens Y in For-
est Hills this week to dis-
cuss her organization and 
her struggle to secure the 
rights of Afghan women.

“Young women are 
forced into marriages with 
men more than twice their 
age,” said Bahram at the Y, 
at 67-09 108th St. “And the 
women in these marriages 

have no rights and nowhere 
to turn to when the abuse 
begins.”

Bahram told a story of 
a 12-year-old Afghan girl 
who was forced to marry 
a 45-year-old man in Ka-
bul. After years of physical 
abuse and the deprivation 
of her basic human rights, 
the girl tried to escape. Af-
ter time spent on the run, 
she was eventually tracked 

down and stabbed 17 times 
— not by her husband or en-
emies, but by her father and 
brother.

“She was taken to a 
hospital in India and some-
how survived,” Bahram 
said. “There is a pervasive 
culture of female abuse in 
Afghanistan. I believe it is 
because many men are mis-
interpreting the Quran.”

According to Bahram, 
a passage in the Quran de-
picting how a man should 
deal with marital strife 
has been misinterpreted 
as “with violence,” while 
in fact it means “leave the 
situation.”

And Bahram said the 
Islamic leadership in Mus-
lim communities are often 
the worst offenders of vio-
lence against women — not 
because they physically 
engage in such acts, but be-
cause they do not practice 

prevention.
She said the Prophet 

Muhammad taught to love 
and respect one’s wife and 
that women in general de-
serve equal treatment  to 
what men receive.

“Muhammad loved his 
wife. She was a business-
woman,” said Bahram. “If 
you read the Quran, he had 
incredible respect for his 
wife. But the media and the 
government in Afghani-
stan are both very corrupt. 
They distort the meaning.”

With offices in Fresh 
Meadows as well as Kabul, 
Afghanistan —  in which 
the organization is kept 
safe from Taliban forces 
by American troops — the 
grassroots organization 
provides counseling to help 
women deal with abusive 
relationships, but also of-
fers classes to teach them 

Naheed Bahram, the New York 
program director for Women 
for Afghan Women, speaks 
to an audience at the Central 
Queens Y in Forest Hills. 

Photo by Steve Mosco

Long Island City resident and runner Peter Macari crosses the finish line about an hour before two 
explosions rocked the Boston Marathon, and Astoria resident Ben Hauck (inset) had finished about 10 
minutes prior. Photo courtesy Peter Macari-Inset by Deborah Lopez

Afghan woman fi ghts for gender rightsWarring GOP Party
spars over leadership

Queens runners escape Boston race blasts
Borough marathoners describe their horror after bombings but vow to return for future competitions

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 47
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayoral hopefuls fielded 
questions about the students in 
the CUNY college system being 
priced out by rising tuition and 
other issues affecting city edu-
cation at a debate among Demo-
cratic candidates held at Queens 
College last Thursday.

Although all candidates ap-
peared to agree that college costs 
for some CUNY students can be 
burdensome and even prohibi-
tive, there was less consensus on 
how to alleviate those costs.

City Comptroller John Liu 
said he supports free CUNY tu-
ition for the top 10 percent of city 
high school graduates.

“I think that values CUNY 
even more,” he said, saying it 
would attract the top young minds 
to the system and give promising 
high school students a step up.

He said tuition costs alone 
can be low for about 60 percent of 
CUNY students and aid is plenti-
ful. But he said tuition is not the 
only cost that goes into paying 
for school and said he has a plan 

to provide free MetroCards to 
CUNY students, a proposal met 
with loud applause.

City Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio countered that with lim-
ited city resources it was impor-
tant to focus on putting tax dol-
lars to work where they will have 
the maximum effect.

“There’s no question I want 
to see increasing investments in 
CUNY two-year and four-year 
colleges,” he said. “But I’m still so 
troubled by so many kids left be-
hind in public schools that I have 
to put my first focus there.”

Other candidates at the 
debate, held in the Rosenthal 

Library at the school, at 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., included former 
Comptroller Bill Thompson and 
former City Councilman Sal Al-
banese, of Brooklyn. Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan) did not attend.

Albanese laid out a broad 
plan for improving city pub-
lic school education, saying he 
would support creating 
a department for early 
learning and would en-
sure teachers receive 
intensive training.

A former public 
school teacher, he said 
new teachers are plunged into 
schools without having much 
experience and contended they 
would be better prepared with 
internships and mentoring pro-
grams.

“We need to support teach-
ers,” he said.

Thompson said if he were 
elected mayor he would appoint 
a new city schools chancellor 
who is an educator. He also criti-
cized Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
for the practice of closing failing 

schools.
“We need to stop this giving 

up on our students and our com-
munities and schools,” he said.

The candidates also took the 
opportunity during the debate to 
blast Bloomberg for his response 
to Hurricane Sandy, which dev-
astated many parts of southern 
Queens.

“Where’s the mayor 
and the city of New 
York?” Thompson 
said, charging that 
Bloomberg has not been 
as invested in helping 
the outerboroughs as 

he had been helping Manhattan.
Other candidates laid out 

plans for dealing with the crisis. 
Albanese said he would create 
a task force in every borough to 
oversee recovery issues, while 
Liu said he wanted to investigate 
where Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency money has gone 
and de Blasio said he would work 
to protect the subway and tunnels 
and restore wetlands.

Democratic mayoral candidates Sal Albanese (second from l. to r.), Bill DeBlasio, 
John Liu and Bill Thompson spoke about education and other issues at a debate last 
Thursday at Queens College. Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Queens mayoral debate focuses on CUNY tuition

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
OKLAHOMA FENCE SALE!

Outdoor
Displays

Open 
24/7
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NON RESIDENT REGISTRATION: Tues., April 30th, 6-9pm; Thurs., May 2nd, 6-9pm;
Sat., May 4th, 9am-12 noon, in the Windsor Park Community Room located at the side entrance of

212-04 75th Ave., Bayside, NY 11364

Pool Season: May 25th thru September 2nd

The Finest Swim Club In Queens

Windsor Park
Swim & Tennis Club

“IT’S MORE THAN JUST WATER”

FEATURING

All Memberships Include Chair Usage
Adults (18+) ............................. $555
Teens (14-17)  .......................... $555
Children (4-13 yr.) ................... $305
Infants (1-3 yr.) ........................ $180

Full Schedule of Daily Activities
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BLOTTER

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% 
for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% 
(Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-
introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card 
are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee 
for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is 
greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount 
for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a 
minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is 
a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. 
Membership is required.

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

REGULAR RATES FROM 9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

Save with NO ANNUAL FEE (Bank credit cards can charge 

you up to $79.)

Consolidate your high-interest cards with NO-FEE BALANCE 
TRANSFERS (Banks charge up to 4% in transfer fees, adding 

up to $400 on a typical $10,000 transfer.)

NO Penalty Rate pricing (MCU understands that due to 

various circumstances, there are times when you might make 

a late payment. Banks may increase your rate to 29.99% or 

higher. We do not charge Penalty Rate pricing.)

COLLEGE POINT — Two officers 
from the 109th Precinct received Cop of the 
Month distinctions for their arrest of al-
leged Red Bull robbers, police said.

Police Officers Moses Lee and Horacio 
Cuervo received a call about a robbery in 
progress at about 4 p.m. March 6 and head-
ed to a gas station near the corner of 130th 
Street and 20th Avenue in College Point, 
according to cops.

When they arrived, a clerk at the sta-
tion said three men entered the store. While 
one distracted the clerk, two others began 
stuffing large duffle bags with crates of the 
energy drink Red Bull, police said. When 

the clerk confronted the two men, the third 
suspect reached into his waistband as if re-
trieving a firearm and shoved the clerk to 
the ground, according to police.

After the trio fled in a black Dodge 
Charger, Lee and Cuervo put a description 
of the vehicle over the radio, but eventually 
spotted the group themselves at a light near 
the corner of 20th Avenue and the Whites-
tone Expressway, according to police.

The officers cuffed the three Brooklyn 
residents — Sean Duran, 29, with 15 prior 
arrests; Rayshawn West, 21, with six prior 
arrests; and Deon Williams, 21, with 24 pri-
or arrests — according to the NYPD.

POLICE 

Blotter
109th Cops of the Month arrest Red Bull suspects

Judge orders mistrial in case against Tarloff

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

KAYLA BACUIE

FLUSHING — Police are warning residents in Flushing to be wary of pickpockets, 
who have been hitting several businesses in the area recently.

“Downtown is on fire with pickpockets,” Inspector Brian Maguire, commanding of-
ficer at the 109th Precinct, said last week.

In a 28-day period, 12 people had reported their personal belongings stolen by  thieves, 
according to Maguire.

The incidents have largely been happening at Asian supermarkets in the downtown 
area, he said.

Typically, a thief will either snatch pocketbooks or other valuables out of a purse 
while a shopper is distracted.

Another tactic involves bumping into the victim while at the same time snatching a 
personal item, Maguire said. 

 Flushing pickpockets increase activity: Police

MANHATTAN — A judge declared a 
mistrial in the prosecution of David Tar-
loff, a former Corona man charged with 
slashing Dr. Kathryn Faughey, a Manhat-
tan psychoanalyst originally from Sunny-
side, 15 times with a meat cleaver in her 
office on the Upper East Side in 2008, ac-
cording to a report in the New York Post.

The report stated that nine of the 12 
jurors assigned to the case believed Tarloff 
was not responsible, by reason of insanity, 
for bludgeoning and stabbing the 56-year-
old psychologist to death.

Tarloff’s insanity defense will now be 
presented to a new jury, a process that will 
begin at his next court date, May 21.

JAMAICA — The NYPD was searching for a 
missing Jamaica girl and asking for the public’s as-
sistance.

Police said Kayla Bacuie, 14, was reported miss-
ing April 3 and last seen at her Jamaica residence.

The Hispanic girl is described as being 5-foot-9 
and weighing 180 pounds.

Jamaica teen reported missing April 3
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BREAKING NEWS

BY STEVE MOSCO

The scandal-scarred 
political career of former 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner 
might be due for a revival 
after a Marist College poll 
revealed the ex-Forest Hills 
congressman ranks second 
among Democratic candi-
dates running for mayor 
even though he has not en-
tered the race.

According to the 
Marist poll released Tues-
day, Weiner received the 
support of 15 percent of 
Democratic voters — plac-
ing him in second place 
after City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), 
the current front-
runner.

Lee Miring-
off, director of the Marist 
College Institute for Pub-
lic Opinion, said Weiner’s 
possible entry into the race 
complicates the chances of 
other Democratic candi-
dates like city Comptroller 
John Liu, former Comp-
troller Bill Thompson, city 
Public Advocate Bill de Bla-
sio and former Councilman 
Sal Albanese.

“Right now a Weiner 
candidacy attracts dou-
ble-digit support in the 
Democratic primary,” said 
Miringoff. “He makes it 
even more difficult for any 
of the Democratic contend-
ers to reach the needed 40 
percent to avoid a run-off.”

The Marist poll also 
found that when Weiner is 
not included in the Demo-
cratic primary field, Quinn 
and de Blasio are each 4 
percentage points higher, 
while Thompson has three 
more percentage points of 
support.

Overall, the poll found 
that 40 percent of regis-
tered Democrats want 
Weiner to seek the mayor’s 
office, while 46 percent do 
not want him to run. Sup-
port for Weiner has risen 
since a similar Marist poll 
was conducted in October, 
when only 28 percent of 
Democrats wanted him in 
the race.

The poll came on the 
heels of an interview Wein-
er had with The New York 
Times Magazine last week 
in which the former con-
gressman mulled a return 
to politics. In the interview, 
Weiner and his wife, Huma 
Abedin, a top aide to for-
mer U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, discussed 
their life following his 
June 2011 resignation af-
ter revelations he sent racy 
pictures and text messages 
to women on social media 
platforms.

Weiner indicated he 
was considering a possible 
run for public office, but 

did not specify which 
one it might be.

At least one of 
Weiner’s former col-
leagues in borough 

government expressed 
some support for him as he 
weighed his future.

A spokesman for Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) said she 
thought Weiner was a good 
congressman and that she 
“wishes him the best in any 
decision he takes.”

Several of his potential 
opponents in the Democrat-
ic primary for mayor also 
welcomed him into the race. 
According to a report in the 
New York Post, Republican 
mayoral candidate Joe Lho-
ta said he would be thrilled 
to see Weiner jump into the 
fray.

The former congress-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Nearly two weeks af-
ter he was accused of try-
ing to bribe his way into 
Gracie Mansion as a Re-
publican, state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) re-
turned to Albany Monday 
and was kicked out of the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference.

Smith, who joined 
the IDC in December in a 
controversial move that 
wrested power from Sen-
ate Democrats, was booted 
by Senate Co-leader Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx) and his 
colleagues, according con-
ference spokesman Eric 
Soufer.

A spokesman for the 
Democratic conference 
said Smith “categorically 
will not be welcome back.”

Klein also prevailed 
upon the state comptrol-
ler’s office to block a $9,375 
bonus Smith was to receive 
this month for chairing 
the Senate Social Service 
Committee.

Following his arrest 
April 2, Smith was re-
moved from his commit-
tees and his position as 
co-chairman of the Super-
storm Sandy recovery task 
force, and Soufer said re-
placements to those posts 
would be forthcoming.

Federal prosecutors 
charged Smith with con-
spiring with City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) and Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone in a bribery 
scheme to get the south-

east Queens lawmaker 
onto the Republican line 
in the mayoral race.

Two days later, the 
feds arrested a Bronx state 
assemblyman and charged 
him with accepting bribes 
in exchange for writing fa-
vorable legislation.

Smith has since kept 
a pretty low profile, al-
though his office did re-
lease a photo of the sena-
tor meeting Tuesday with 
members of the New York 
State Nurses Association.

The scandals kicked 
off renewed calls for eth-
ics reform in Albany and 
spurred more distrust 
among voters.

A Quinnipiac Univer-
sity poll released Wednes-
day showed 48 percent of 
respondents believe gov-
ernment corruption in the 
state is a “very serious” 
problem, up from 31 per-
cent in December.

The scandal implicat-
ing Smith is the latest to 
cast a shadow over south-

east Queens. Former Sen. 
Shirley Huntley is looking 
at serving two years in jail 
after she admitted to steal-
ing taxpayer dollars and 
pleaded guilty to trying to 
cover up the scam.

Michael Krasner, an 
associate professor of po-
litical science at Queens 
College, takes Smith’s 
eventual trial and convic-
tion as a given and said 
whoever replaces him will 
not find southeast Queens’ 
recent track record in cor-
ruption scandals too much 
of a burden in Albany.

“My guess is there 
will be initial skepticism, 
but I don’t think it’s go-
ing to be a major factor in 
people’s careers or their 
ability to represent their 
community,” he said. “As 
other elected officials and 
people get to know them 
and their performance, 
other individuals’ skepti-
cism will wash away, as-
suming those people are 
capable and honest.”

Krasner said the most 
immediate fallout from all 
the political scandals will 
be disenfranchisement 
among voters.

“The broader impli-
cation is that more people 
will be convinced and have 
the idea reinforced that 
politics is a dirty business 
and no one should have 
anything to do with it, 
and that’s a self-fulfilling 
prophecy,” he said. “When 
honest people don’t get 
involved, it sets the stage 
for not-so-honest people to 
stay in power.”

State Sen. Malcolm Smith’s office released a photo of the em-
battled southeast Queens lawmaker meeting with members 
of the New York State Nurses Association one day after he was 
ousted from the Independent Democratic Conference. 

Photo courtesy Smith

Former U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner has returned to the 
public eye.

Smith gets booted from IDC
Senate Democrats say they don’t want embattled lawmaker either

Weiner considers 
mayoral campaign

life skills many Afghan 
men believe to be forbidden 
for the fair sex.

Illiteracy is common 
in Afghan women and 
many husbands purposely 
keep their wives in the 
dark about finances, Bah-
ram said.

“It is how the men con-
solidate power,” she said. 
“It keeps the fear alive.”

Fear was an every-
day part of life for a young 
Bahram, who was born 
into a working-class family 
in Kabul while the Soviet 
war in Afghanistan was 
already under way. She lost 
her mother when she was 9 
after a bomb hit her home, 
spurring her family’s mi-
gration to Peshawar, Paki-

stan, in the late 1980s.
After graduating from 

high school and teaching 
English to Afghan women 
in refugee camps in Paki-
stan, Bahram moved to the 
United States in 2004. She 
graduated from Queens 
College in 2011 with a bach-
elor’s degree in finance and 
economics.

It is a life that Bahram 
wants other Afghan women 
to experience, and while 

engaging the audience at 
the Forest Hills Y, Bahram 
reached her broader point 
of equality for all women 
— regardless of culture and 
religion.

“There are many simi-
larities between persecuted 
women across the world,” 
she said. “This is about hu-
manity. We should all have 
the same view on human 
rights.”

Continued from Page 5

Afghans

Continued on Page 48
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BY PHIL CORSO

Little sluggers lined up near 
the Poppenhusen Triangle in Col-
lege Point with baseball on their 
minds.

Their annual parade Sun-
day celebrated the beginning of 
yet another season in northeast 
Queens, stocked with elected of-
ficials, community leaders and 
dedicated parents.

But this year, there was a sol-
emn silence for one of the league’s 
former players, Cristian Malave, 
who was killed in a car accident 
March 30.

Malave, 11, was on his way 
back from a Florida spring break 
vacation with his family when a 
car crash took his life and injured 
his mother Hilda, sisters Alyssa 
and Melissa and father Carlos.

In the aftermath of the ac-
cident, members of the College 
Point and Whitestone communi-
ties came together to help the Ma-
lave family through emotional 
support and fund-raisers. The 
Little League also postponed its 

kick-off parade, originally sched-
uled for April 7 , in light of the 
tragedy.

The Malave family still 
marched in the parade in honor 
of the late Little Leaguer, who 
played in College Point for six 
years.

“We will be playing all year 
in his honor,” said Lou Sucre, 

coach of the boy’s team, The De-
stroyers. “There aren’t many 
words to describe something like 
this. He will be missed.”

League Executive Direc-
tor Rafael Rivera described the 
11-year-old as a great ballplayer 
and wished his team well before 
they opened their season later 
that afternoon.

At the front of the parade, 
which marched down College 
Point Boulevard with the New 
York Mets’ nearby home at Citi 
Field visible in the distance be-
fore concluding at the baseball 
fields along Ulmer Avenue, De-
stroyers players hoisted up a 
banner in honor of their beloved 
teammate.

“We love you Cristian,” the 
banner read, next to his former 
jersey, No. 13  outlined by two 
wings.

Rivera  marched proudly up 
and down the route, snapping 
photos of the players and chatting 
it up with coaches, excited about 
the season to come. Little Leagu-
ers between 4 and 12 cheered each 
other on as passers-by and busi-
ness owners along the boulevard 
stopped to wave at the passing 
parade.

The College Point Little 
League has called northeast 
Queens home for about 200 chil-
dren in the spring season since 
the early 1960s, Rivera  said. The 
league also holds summer and 

fall seasons.
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) delivered the ceremo-
nial first pitch in the company 
of players, coaches and parents 
after delivering his opening re-
marks on the season. The senator 
remarked on how developed and 
pristine the College Point fields 
had become throughout his time 
in government dating back over a 
decade and drew applause when 
mentioning the new batting cages 
soon to be installed there.

“These are some of the best 
ball fields in the borough of 
Queens,” Avella said. “We need 
to keep improving to keep it that 
way.”

Joining Avella were other 
community leaders and elected 
officials, including state Assem-
blyman Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing) and City Council can-
didates Paul Graziano and Austin 
Shafran.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Teammates of Cristian Malave march in the parade holding a banner in his mem-
ory. Photo by Steven Malecki

College Point Little Leaguers march for player who died
Baseball season kicks off with parade in honor of late 11-year-old teammate Cristian Malave

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

 Dental 
Implants
FREE CONSULTATION

New Patients First Visit

Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 
X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS
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DENTURES
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BTStroke is an emergency!
Learn how to act fast.  

Get a FREE stroke risk assessment 
right here in Queens.

Friday, May 3rd between  
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at  

New York Hospital Queens.
Stroke is the #4 killer in the United States and is the  

leading cause of adult disability. What can you do to stop it?  
Start by signing up for our free stroke risk assessment to  

see if you are at risk for having a stroke. 
You could be at risk and not know it! Learn the signs and symptoms 
of having a stroke including facial droop, arm weakness or slurred 

speech* and get expert advice on how to reduce your risk now. 
As a designated stroke center, we are offering this  

stroke risk assessment and lectures for free  
in the Lang Lobby and Auditorium:  

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS: Diagnosis and Treatment in 2013

STROKE IN 2013: It’s Time to Act F. A. S. T.!

WHAT IS A SEIZURE? From Diagnosis to Treatment

WHAT IS CAUSING YOUR HEADACHE?  
The Approach You Should Take

BACK PAIN: Evaluation, Diagnosis, and Management

STROKE: Important Information to Know

You must register in advance to attend.
Call 800-282-6684 now.

*If you experience any of these symptoms call 911 immediately.  

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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MTA must improve Rockaway transit
T

he buses on the 
Woodhaven corridor 
are too overcrowded 
and unreliable and 

the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority does 
not care.

It is hoping the prob-
lem will go away. It has 
increased buses, but the 
buses are still overcrowded 
and unreliable.

The Rockaway Boule-
vard bus stop going to Rock-
away during rush hour is 
full of pushing and shoving. 
Many people are afraid at 
this location. People are an-
gry and frustrated. I think 

people will start to assault 
each other.

Norman Silverman, 
of the MTA, said the over-
crowding will improve 
after the A train reopens 
again.

He said no to 24-hour 
Q52 and Q53 bus service. 
It costs too much and they 
have no more resources. 
One lady spent more than 
$20 to get to Rockaway from 
Liberty Avenue.

If you miss the last bus 
at Rockaway Boulevard at 
night to Beach 95th Street, 
it can take you more than 
two hours to get home via 

the Howard Beach bus 
shuttle through Far Rock-
away.

This is amazing and 
incredible! The MTA does 
not care. What can we do?

Most people are taking 
the Q52 and Q53 to get home 
faster. Many people have 
given up.

I am not sure, but I 
think the shuttle bus to 
Far Rockaway is useless. It 
takes too long.

We need to organize 
constantly. Tell people 
to contact me, Philip Mc-
Manus, at rowing612@aol.
com. Join the Queens Pub-

lic Transit Committee for 
better public transit. Join 
any group that will fight 
for better transit. Contact 
our elected leaders, media 
and the MTA to give more 
service.

Do not give up. We also 
need to fight to reopen the 
old Long Island Rail Road 
Rockaway Beach line and 
provide better transit op-
tions for Queens.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

NO SLIPPERY SLOPE
A town hall meeting last week at the Museum of the 

Moving Image gave both sides in the debate over gun legis-
lation a chance to air their feelings about how this legisla-
tion will affect Queens.

Echoing a sentiment embraced by the gun lobby led 
by the National Rifle Association, one man who identified 
himself as a registered Democrat asked, “How are restric-
tions on law-abiding citizens going to affect criminals?”

The answer is rather simple. The state and federal 
legislation requiring universal gun registration is not de-
signed to keep guns out of the hands of law-abiding citi-
zens. It is designed to make it harder for criminals, includ-
ing gang members and the mentally ill, to purchase guns.

The way it works now, guns are being purchased le-
gally in other states and then brought into New York and 
sold on the street. The new legislation will make it possible 
to trace every gun sold.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris said the mass shootings 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.; a 
movie theater in Aurora, Colo.; and a Sikh temple in Oak 
Creek, Wis., made it clear that reforms were needed to 
help keep guns out of the hands of people intent on doing 
harm.

“There is no slippery slope concern to me,” he said, 
“I don’t believe the government’s going to try and come to 
your house, knock your door down and steal your guns if 
you’re entitled to have them.”

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas added that 
“every illegal gun was once a legal gun, and that’s what we 
have to think about.”

Despite the hysteria whipped up by the NRA, which 
is funded primarily by gun manufacturers, not its mem-
bership, we don’t believe Gov. Andrew Cuomo or President 
Barack Obama are out to abolish the Second Amendment.

Neither are we, but we want to make it harder for 
gang members in Queens to get their hands on guns, and 
we want mental health providers to assist in keeping guns 
out of the homes where any mentally ill person lives.

The federal and state legislation are not a magic cure 
that will end gun violence, but they are a step in the right 
direction. At the same time, hunters and sportsmen don’t 
need to fear that someone is coming to take their guns.

That’s nonsense.

ROZ LISTON
Editor

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
Managing Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising
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Trade Fair must hire back workers
An open letter to the 

Trade Fair Supermarket 
management team:

A
s members of the 
City Council, we 
write in support of 
your meat depart-

ment workers and their 
efforts to receive fair and 
lawful treatment in the 
workplace.

We understand that 
UFCW Local 342 has initi-
ated an unfair labor prac-
tices strike against your 
business over allegations 
that your meat department 
workers have been sub-
jected to consistent, illegal 
abuses at your business.

By locking out your 
unionized workers and at-
tempting to replace them 
with inexperienced, non-
unionized workers, you 
have not only jeopardized 
the livelihoods of your em-
ployees’ families, but also 
endangered the health of 
your neighbors and our 
city.

The Council will not 
tolerate any of our commu-

nity members being unjust-
ly treated.

We call on you to do 
what is right and to allow 
these workers to return 
to work so they can begin 
serving their community 
and supporting their fami-
lies again. We also call on 
you to immediately cease 
all unfair labor practices 
and treat your workers 
with the respect they have 
earned. Trade Fair cus-
tomers should take their 
business elsewhere until 
you take these actions and 
begin complying with labor 
laws.

We hope you will take 
these requests seriously 
and restore your company’s 
status as an honest, safe 
and trustworthy local food 
provider.

Christine Quinn
Council Speaker

(D-Manhattan)

Daniel Dromm
Councilman

(D-Sunnyside)

Jimmy Van Bramer
Councilman

(D-Jackson Heights)

Julissa Ferreras
Councilwoman

(D-East Elmhurst)

Peter Koo
Councilman

(D-Flushing)

Karen Koslowitz
Councilwoman
(D-Forest Hills)

Elizabeth Crowley
Councilwoman
(D-Forest Hills)

Ruben Wills
Councilman
(D-Jamaica)

Donovan Richards
Councilman
(D-Jamaica)

Jim Gennaro
Councilman

(D-Fresh Meadows)

Halloran blood drive is still on
I 

am the blood drive 
chairman for the 19th 
City Council District, 
in the district office of 

Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone). We are 
hosting a blood drive Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
in front of Key Food in the 
Whitestone Shopping Cen-
ter, at 153-17 Cross Island 
Pkwy.

In the aftermath of 
news reports about the 
councilman, people un-
known took it upon them-
selves to tear down our 
posters. Such self-righteous 
vandals are barbaric and 
disgusting. It is not our 

blood drive — we are host-
ing it.

The New York Blood 
Center will have a fully 
staffed bus of technicians 
on site. The blood collected 
can help save the life of 
a child with leukemia or 
a burn victim, surgical 
patient or other innocent 
person who has suffered a 
severe accident or illness.

To suppress turnout is 
an outrageous, a cruel and 
an inexcusably stupid thing 
to do. I call upon those who 
took our signs down to 
demonstrate some glint of 
character by joining the 
good and decent people who 

have made appointments to 
donate. I thank the prospec-
tive donors and hope they 
will bring friends.

There are time slots 
available. Call our office 
at 718-631-6703 or visit 
https://drm.nybloodcen-
t e r. o r g / P u b l i c S c h e d -
u l e r / G r o u p W e l c o m e .
aspx?Group=67196.

I ask anyone with a 
decent sense of perspective 
and a little time to spare to 
come.

Victor G. Mimoni
Whitestone

Give constituents their owed monies

I
t is important that the 
projects that were ap-
proved for funding in 
City Councilman Daniel 

Halloran’s (R-Whitestone) 
19th Council District under 
the participatory budgeting 
project be allocated those 
monies.

The people voted and 
their choices must be hon-
ored. In addition, other 
projects that were put forth 
must also be considered 
for funding because those 
ideas came from the people 

as well. They worked hard 
to formulate proposals to 
meet the needs of the com-
munities that make up the 
district.

As a member of the 
steering committee of the 
PB project, I saw the dedica-
tion and drive of dozens of 
community residents who 
wanted to move forward on 
worthwhile projects that 
would benefit the people of 
the 19th District.

I urge Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-

hattan), Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and the rest of the Queens 
Council delegation, who 
will be deciding on how our 
funds are allocated, to do 
their best to ensure that the 
people of the 19th District 
are not shortchanged or left 
out in the cold during this 
difficult time.

Henry Euler
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format. Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

A
s former Queens 
elected officials, 
we have had the op-
portunity to work 

closely with Queens Repub-
lican Party Chairman Phil 
Ragusa. We have known 
Ragusa for more than 30 
years, and in our experi-
ence he is one of the most 
honest, diligent, decent and 
forthright people we have 
had the pleasure to be as-
sociated with in our many 
years in public service.

Ragusa has led this 
Queens organization for 
the last seven years and 
has been an exceptional 
leader. We admire how he 
has shown great vision in 
growing the Queens Re-
publican Party, recruiting 
a new group of active and 
dedicated members to lead 
our party into the future 
and attracting talented and 
qualified candidates to run 
for office.

It is shocking when 
someone in the political 
arena betrays the public 
trust and accused of cor-
rupt activities. It is more 
disturbing when those 
accused are individuals 

we have known for years. 
What is even more unfor-
tunate and disappointing is 
when political opportunists 
use such circumstances to 
advance their own narrow 
agendas and personal aspi-
rations for power.

The recent scandal 
involving two Queens Re-
publicans is allegedly of 
their own making, and now 
they must face the conse-
quences. No one should be 
so cynical as to make base-
less charges as to the in-
tegrity and forthrightness 
of Ragusa, or to attempt to 
use this scandal to tarnish 
his name and reputation. 
No one should be accused 
of guilt by association.

We realize that there 
are some who have been 
trying to replace = Ragusa 
almost from the minute he 
was elected chairman. We 
are appalled at their crass 
attempt to twist these un-
fortunate events into a tool 
to use to undermine Ragu-
sa’s authority and to serve 
their own purposes and 
longstanding agenda.

If these people had 
more experience and matu-

rity and a basic sense of de-
cency, they might instead 
use this as an opportunity 
to bring people together 
and to rally the Queens 
Republican Party behind 
their leader and their fel-
low Republican candidates 
instead of heading down a 
path that can only result 
in damaging the Repub-
lican Party and further 
erode the public’s trust in 
their Republican elected 
officials, party leaders and 
candidates.

We continue to give 
our support to Ragusa as 
chairman of the Queens Re-
publican Party and stand 
to defend him against these 
transparent attacks from 
longstanding and predict-
able foes.

Serphin Maltese
Former State Senator

Ridgewood

Frank Padavan
Former State Senator

Bellerose

Michael Abel
Former City Councilman

Whitestone

Ragusa target of unfair criticism
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WALK-IN NYPD POLICE EXAM
Sunday, April 28, 2013

Queens College
Kiely Hall (Main Entrance)
65-30 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11367
Free Parking Available at Lot #14

For detailed information on 
the filing fee and exam times,
visit our website and download 
the Queens College flyer.

Seating is limited to 1,000 on 
a “first come first served” basis.

I HAVE RIGHTS

I AM 
POSITIVE(+)

People who are HIV positive are protected by 
the New York State Human Rights Law. Do you 
know your rights? Contact the NYS Division 
of Human Rights at 1-888-392-3644 or 
visit WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

Hollis Hills’ Donny Deutsch made millions in business

f you have watched 
NBC’s morning show 
“Today” in recent 
years, then perhaps 

you have encountered the 
show’s popular discussion 
segment “The Experts.”

The panel consists of 
Star Jones (an attorney), 
Nancy Snyderman (a phy-
sician) and Donny Deutsch 
(an advertising executive) 
and native of Hollis Hills.

A good analogy about 
New York City would be 
to say that Donald Trump 
is to real estate as Donny 
Deutsch is to advertising. 
They share more than just 

their first name: Their sto-
ries are similar, too. Both 
grew up in wealthy areas 
in Queens, attended the 
Wharton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, 
inherited companies from 
their fathers and built them 
into major forces in their 
respective fields and have 
achieved success in pub-
lishing and as television 
personalities.

In 1983, Deutsch joined 
his father’s small advertis-
ing agency, Deutsch Inc. 
and, over the next two 
decades, built its annual 
billings to $1.5 billion. It 

was during this time that 
Deutsch formulated his 
“leaner, meaner, faster, 
smarter” philosophy that 
made his company one 
of the Top 10 advertising 
firms in the country.

Clients included GM, 
Johnson & Johnson, Di-
recTV and IKEA. Perhaps 
his most famous ad cam-
paign was the “gay shop-
pers” ad for Ikea in 1994, the 
first time a gay couple was 
featured in a mainstream 
ad for a large corporation. 
Although there was harsh 
criticism at the time for 
an ad depicting a same-sex 
couple shopping for furni-
ture, it generated massive 
publicity for a brand just 
entering the U.S. market.

In 2000, Deutsch sold 
his shares of Deutsch Inc. 
for a reported $280 million 
and branched out into new 

areas. He formed a me-
dia company and, in 2004, 
began a four-year run as 
host of “The Big Idea with 
Donny Deutsch,” a nightly 
show on cable news net-
work CNBC.

Interestingly, Trump 
himself appeared more 
than eight times on “The 
Big Idea,” and Deutsch, in 
return, appeared several 
times on challenges for 
Trump’s show “The Ap-
prentice.”

Deutsch wrote a best 
seller in 2005, “Often 
Wrong, Never in Doubt.” In 
the book, he describes his 
business motivation tech-
niques. Amazon reviewed 
it, saying it was “an inspi-
rational book from one of 
America’s most colorful 
and exciting entrepre-
neurs.” In 2008, he followed 
up “Often Wrong” with the 
eponymous “The Big Idea 
with Donny Deutsch.” A 
companion of sorts to his 

television show, this newer 
book used examples of suc-
cessful entrepreneurship 
to inspire.

Deutsch continues to 
be sought after for his busi-
ness advice, as evidenced 
by his current status as one 
of “The Experts” on “To-
day.” His teachings can be 
summed up as being per-
sonally empowering, team-
valued and hyper-goal ori-
ented.

As Deutsch wrote in 
“Often Wrong,” “The key to 
success is not purely who’s 
the smartest, who’s the 
best, but also who can say 
with conviction, ‘I deserve 
it.’ The entire concept is 
wrapped up in one phrase: 
‘Why not me?’”

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY PHIL CORSO

The joining of 
two northeast Queens 
synagogues has made 
way for a new begin-
ning at Little Neck’s 
Congregation L’Dor 
V’Dor as leaders pre-
pare for the first ma-
jor event with both 
families under the 
same roof.

For years, the 
Little Neck Jewish 
Center, at 49-10 Little 
Neck Pkwy., hosted 
an annual dinner-
dance where its mem-
bers gathered and 
celebrated their faith as 
well as each other. But now 
that the center has merged 
with former Bayside syna-
gogue Oakland Jewish 
Center, Rabbi Gordon Yaffe 
said it was a new opportu-

nity to embrace Jewish life 
in Queens.

“This coming together 
has strengthened us both,” 
Yaffe said. “This dinner 
dance gives us a chance to 
celebrate our extended fam-

ily at a time when 
many congregations 
are closing their 
doors.”

The May 5 Jour-
nal Dinner Dance 
will be held at Tem-
ple Beth El in Great 
Neck, L.I., and will 
recognize four of its 
own with three spe-
cial awards.

Yaffe and his 
wife Carrie were 
named recipients of 
the Larry Kaplan 
Award, given each 
year in memory 
of a former Little 
Neck Jewish Cen-

ter leader. A spokeswoman 
at the congregation said 
the Yaffes were chosen for 
their warmth and ability 
to connect with members 
of all ages throughout the 
center.

L’Dor V’Dor dinner-dance honorees Bob Stern 
(l.-r.), Carrie Yaffe, Rabbi Gordon Yaffe and Joan 
Ross come together as a new temple family 
under the same Little Neck roof. 

Photo by Phil Corso

Little Neck synagogue 
celebrates new family

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 5-09-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-09-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-09-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-09-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

GET 
$100 
OFF

NEW NORTH BABYLON, LONG ISLAND LOCATION NOW OPEN

Long Island � Westchester � New York City � New Jersey

718-747-KIDS (5437)  www.pmpediatrics.com

Bay Terrace Shopping Center 

210-31 26th Avenue  Bayside, NY 11360

At 12:35 pm on Sunday,  

he needs the  

extra special attention,

not just the x-ray.
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Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Due: 1st Payment & DMV fees only. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Tax paid by dealer and rebates assigned to dealer ( NYS Resident Only ).
Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And
Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 04-30-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...

T h i s  M o n t h ’ s  S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s :

VIP ADVANTAGE
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.
� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.
� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

We Are The LARGEST Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

The Better Way!
Better Price! Better Selection! Better Service!

$299
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

Automatic, AC, P.Windows,
P.Locks, P.Seat, Remote
Entry, Bluetooth & Much
More! MSRP $33,990

see dealer for details.

$0 Down Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Bank Fee! We’ll Even Pay The Taxes! 
No Prep Fees! No Admin Fees! No Delivery Fees! No Gimmicks! 

Due On Delivery: 1st Payment & DMV Fees... PERIOD!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,500

LEASE FOR

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

$236
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $236 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start, Back-Up
Camera, PW, PDL, Power Roof, Bluetooth,
Power Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline Alert
& Much More! MSRP $26,665 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FORConvenience Package All-Wheel Drive

$316
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $316 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLE 2

Automatic, AC, 7 Pass. Seating, Power Seats,
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, PW, PDL, Power
Liftgate & Much More! MSRP $40,485 Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

in Great Neck!
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BY PHIL CORSO

Just more than 100 
days ago, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) was 
laying the groundwork for 
her first term as a mem-
ber of Congress to succeed 
her predecessor, who had 
racked up more than 30 
years on the job.

And although she had 
held the post less than four 
months, Meng said she was 
proud of what she had al-
ready achieved on the na-
tional level and hoped to 
continue the same type of 
work moving forward.

Leaders from every 
corner of the borough and 
beyond came together 
Sunday at Francis Lewis 
High School in Flushing to 
celebrate Meng’s first 100 
days in office after she was 
sworn in Jan. 4. She suc-
ceeded former Rep. Gary 
Ackerman, who became a 
powerful northeast Queens 
official by the end of his 30 
years in Congress.

“It’s hard to believe 
that 100 days have passed 
since I took the oath of of-
fice,” Meng told the audi-
torium full of elected of-
ficials, constituents and 
supporters. “But since Day 
1, I’ve hit the ground run-
ning, constantly crisscross-
ing every part of this won-
derful district and working 
tirelessly in our nation’s 
capital.”

Meng touted some 
of her key congressional 
achievements in the past 
four months, including her 
announcement of legisla-
tion to close loopholes in 
gun laws to reduce violence 
and passing her first bill to 
help rebuild houses of wor-
ship damaged by Super-
storm Sandy.

On Feb. 13, just over 
one month after Meng’s 
swearing-in, the House of 

Representatives passed 
the Federal Disaster Assis-
tance Nonprofit Fairness 
Act, giving houses of wor-
ship the same status as oth-
er nonprofits when seeking 
federal disaster assistance.

It was Meng’s first bill 
to be passed in the House.

And on just her second 
day in office, Meng also 
sent a letter to Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, pushing 
for various measures to be 
included in potential gun 
safety reforms in the wake 
of the shooting massacre 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn.

The northeast Queens 
6th District representa-
tive said she also worked 
alongside Republicans in 
Congress to introduce a bill 
aiming to prevent future 
terrorist attacks on U.S. 
consulates and embassies.

“One of the themes 
during my campaign last 
year was building bridges 
and bringing bipartisan-
ship back to Capitol Hill,” 
Meng said. “And that’s ex-
actly what I have been do-
ing.”

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) was on 
hand to express his faith in 
Meng as an elected leader, 

not only for Queens, but for 
the entire nation.

“Grace’s credibil-
ity is at the top of the list,” 
Schumer said. “I am al-
ready hearing about how 
she is solving problems on 
so many levels.”

Richard Hellenbrecht, 
president of the Queens 
Civic Congress, emceed 
the festivities in front of a 
crowd of leaders, including 
Schumer, state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, city Pub-
lic Advocate Bill de Blasio, 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-
maica) and more.

Each speaker re-
marked on Meng’s swift ac-
tion in such a short period.

“You didn’t just send 
anybody to the U.S. House 
of Representatives,” Meeks 
said. “You sent the very 
best.”

Meng defeated Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) for the seat 
in Congress after a heated 
race in November. She pre-
viously served as a member 
of the state Assembly since 
2009.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng thanks a crowd of supporters in Flushing as 
they mark her first 100 days in office. Photo by Phil Corso

Meng marks 100 days 
since she joined House

YMCA CAMPS

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO 
REGISTER, BUT HURRY, 
SPACE IS FILLING FAST! 10% EARLY BIRD 

AND SIBLING 
REGISTRATION
DISCOUNTS

Cross Island Y
Cross Island Y Beacon @ MS210
Flushing Y
Flushing Y Beacon @ JHS189

Flushing Y Beacon @ JHS194
Jamaica Y
Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 479-0505
(718) 551-9318
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600

(718) 392-7932
(718) 456-4317
(718) 392-7932
(718) 821-6271

New York YMCA Sleepaway Camp  (845) 858-2200

OPEN HOUSE
COME CELEBRATE YMCA HEALTHY KIDS DAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 10AM - 4PM AT ALL NYC YMCA BRANCHES

CALL 855-NYC-YMCA OR VISIT
YMCANYC.ORG FOR DETAILS

*Financial assistance is available

YMCA CAMP.
WHERE KIDS GO TO GROW.
Summer is growing season at YMCA Camp. Kids develop core values, learn new 
skills, make new friends, and have loads of fun in the process. Register for 
YMCA Day or Sleepaway Camp today. It’s where kids grow as much on the inside 
as they’re growing on the outside.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

Door To Door Transportation 
from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY JOE ANUTA

A fire that destroyed 
portions of a College Point 
Police Academy wall Tues-
day afternoon will not af-
fect the impending opening 
of the building, police said.

The first phase of the 
10-story training facility is 
set to be open in December, 
and according to an NYPD 
spokesman, the blaze did 
not change that time line.

The two-alarm fire 
melted portions of the Col-
lege Point Police Academy’s 
facade, forcing construc-
tion crews off the partially 
completed job.

The two-alarm fire 
broke out on the second 
floor around 1:30 p.m., ac-
cording to the FDNY, and 
damaged parts of the fa-
cade along 28th Avenue. It 
was under control in a little 
more than an hour.

“We had a challenge out 
there. We had a significant 

fire outside the building 
that was extending inside. 
Once it got inside, we would 
have had a catastrophic 
amount of damage,” said 
Queens Commander and 
Deputy Assistant Battalion 
Chief Robert Maynes.

The first units on the 
scene knew they had to 
keep the fire from spread-
ing inside, according to 
Maynes, and immediately 
began putting water on 
the flames after hooking 
up 1,050 feet of hose from a 
nearby hydrant.

“The fire folks did a 
great job,” he said. “They 
kept the fire from getting in 
there, they actually reduced 
the amount of smoke.”

Damage to the roughly 
$650 million building was 
minimal, he said, although 
glass and other material 
that constitute the outer 
facade appeared to be 
completely melted away, 
exposing the inside of the 

building, and scorched in 
several places.

A police source at 
the scene said the flames 
broke out while construc-
tion crews were working 
on what appeared to be a 
setback or a terrace when 
some construction materi-
als caught fire, though no 
one was injured. They may 
have been tarring the sec-
ond-story roof, the source 
said, but fire officials said 
the cause of the blaze was 
under investigation by fire 
marshals.

Turner Construction 
Co., the company work-
ing on the job, deferred 
all questions to the city 
Department of Design 
and Construction, which 
told Timesledger work 
had already resumed on 
other portions of the acad-
emy Tuesday. Construction 
nearest to the location of 
the fire will resume within 
days.

Police Academy opening 
not altered by brief blaze 

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

1According to The National Association of Realtor’s national Housing Affordability INDEX in November 2012.  
2Rate information as of 04/10/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. Actual payments will vary based on your individual situation and 
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Call (866) 811-5515
or visit one of our local branches!

Welcome Home.
There has never been a better time to buy.1
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information, or 
go to www.queenslibrary.org

Free

Thousands of FREE                            
             computers to use and  
                    workshops to teach you how

St
go

QUEENS LIBRARY 
KEEPS ME Connected

Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system. 8036 9.75x11-2/13Queens Library is an independ
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
City Comptroller John 

Liu, a Democratic mayoral 
candidate, told a small 
crowd in Jackson Heights 
earlier this week his edu-
cational policy is not set in 
stone, but he did offer up 
some pretty strong opin-
ions on career and techni-
cal training programs as 
an alternative to college.

“I’m not locked into 
any rigid ideology,” Liu 
told about 20 people who 
showed up for his educa-
tional town hall meeting 
at PS 69 Tuesday evening. 
“My opinions are formed 
on what I see in many 
parts of this city.”

Liu attacked the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion for treating schools 
like “business divisions 
reporting up to DOE cor-
porate” and faulted the 
mayor for a reliance on 

quantitative analysis, the 
use of consultants and cre-
ating a poor relationship 
with teachers.

Earlier this month 
the comptroller released 
a four-year proposed “Peo-

ple’s Budget” that laid out 
a set of reforms to public 
education — among other 
initiatives — that would 
be paid for in part by rais-
ing taxes on the richest 
1 percent and increasing 

the amount of money the 
city Department of Educa-
tion bills the federal gov-
ernment for Medicaid re-
imbursements for special 
needs students.

The initiatives in-

clude providing universal 
preschool and pre-kinder-
garten, hiring more school 
counselors and providing 
financial aid for city resi-
dents attending CUNY, 
including free tuition for 
the top 10 percent of city 
graduates.

When asked about ca-
reer and technical train-
ing schools, Liu said he 
was in favor of providing 
students with choices, but 
only as a last resort after it 
becomes clear a student is 
not going to college.

“We should not allow a 
ninth-grader entering high 
school to think they’re 
not going to college,” he 
said. “I don’t believe ... a 
15-, 16-year-old can decide 
for themselves that, ‘You 
know what, I’m not going 
to college’ and have the 
school system agree with 
that 15- or 16-year-old who 
somehow has come to the 

conclusion that they’re not 
going to college.”

“I am of the strong 
opinion that there should 
be no kid entering high 
school in our city who 
thinks they’re not going 
to college,” Liu said. “If 
at the end of high school, 
they wind up not going to 
college, we’ll have choices, 
but I think that in today’s 
economy we’ve got to do 
everything we can to push 
all the students towards a 
college education.”

Liu said 42 percent of 
people in the city now have 
college degrees, and that 
figure needs to be raised 
to 60 percent by 2025; oth-
erwise New York will start 
to fall behind other Ameri-
can cities.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.) joins city Comptroller and mayoral candidate John Liu at an edu-
cation town hall in Jackson Heights. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Liu discusses education platform at boro meeting
Mayoral candidate says students should be encouraged to go to college instead of choosing CTE schools

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Thomas Prendergast 
has been nominated to be 
chairman of the MTA by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
called him “a consummate 
public transit leader.”

He succeeds Joseph 
Lhota, who resigned Dec. 
31 after 13 months in office 
to run for mayor.

Prendergast must be 
approved by the state Sen-
ate before taking office, but 
that is considered a formal-
ity.

“Tom Prendergast is 
a consummate public tran-
sit leader who is the ideal 
candidate to oversee the 
nation’s largest transporta-
tion system” Cuomo said. 
“From the track bed to the 
budget to modernizing our 
system for the 21st century, 
I can’t imagine anyone hav-
ing a better understanding 

of how the region’s vast sys-
tem operates and the chal-
lenges that it faces.”

The governor pointed 
out that Prendergast played 
an integral role in guiding 
the agency’s successful 
preparations and response 
to Hurricane Sandy.”

A native of Chicago, 
Prendergast has most re-
cently served as president 
of New York City Transit, 
which operates buses and 
subways. He also served 
six years as president of the 
Long Island Rail Road.

Prendergast called his 
selection “an incredible 
honor.”

“I look forward to 
working with the governor, 
his management team, the 
MTA board and the 66,000 
dedicated employees of the 
MTA family,” he said.

Prendergast holds a 
systems engineering de-

gree from the University 
of Illinois. He began his 
career at the Chicago Tran-
sit Authority in 1975 and 
moved to the New York 
Transit Authority in 1982.

He has served in tran-
sit capacities not only in 
New York but in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada; 
the United Kingdom; North 
America; and Asia.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority In-
terim Chairman Fernando 
Ferrer said, “As a longtime 
public servant with broad 
experience in transporta-
tion issues, Tom Prender-
gast will be a first-rate lead-
er for the MTA.”

Since Virgil Conway 
left office in 2001, Peter Ka-
likow, Dale Hemmerdinger, 
Jay Walder and Lhota have 
served as MTA chairmen.

Cuomo chooses Prendergast 
to serve as head of the MTA

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Choose the Future
Experience Saint Mary’s 
High School’s unique 
combination of academic 
excellence, faith-centered 
community, and innovative 
learning for future success.

Saint Mary’s  
High School

Inspired Thinkers. 
Creative Leaders.

Transfer student applications 
now being considered.

51 Clapham Avenue, Manhasset, NY 11030
Call us to arrange a personal tour: 
516-627-2711
www.inspiredthinkers.org
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
The borough’s own Center 

for the Women of New York an-
nounced its slate of honorees for 
this year’s annual luncheon April 
27 at Douglaston Manor.

The celebration, now in its 
26th year, will feature awards for 
Woman of Distinction and Women 
in Leadership and also recognize 
their male counterparts with 
Good Guy awards for their com-
mitment to the welfare of women 
and achievement of equal rights, 
the center said.

The gala is scheduled for 
noon at the Douglaston Manor 
Golf Course, at 63-20 Common-
wealth Blvd. and open to mem-
bers, friends and leaders in the 
community. The event will also 
serve as a fund-raiser as the cen-
ter prepares for its move to Fort 
Totten in Bayside, where efforts 
to secure money for renovations 
have been ongoing .

CWNY Chairwoman Ann 
Jawin said this year’s honorees 
were chosen from different levels 

of government, business and com-
munity advocacy to continue the 
luncheon’s tradition of honoring 
the borough’s movers and shak-
ers.

The CWNY message, Jawin 
said, centers around women’s 
rights with an emphasis on wom-
en’s economic opportunities.

State Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood) will 
be the\ recipient of the Woman of 
Distinction Award. It is the only 
honor of the afternoon reserved 
for only one person.

As for the Women in Lead-
ership awards, CWNY members 
will recognize seven women from 
diverse backgrounds for their 
advocacy and support. Honor-
ees include Susan Cohen, of the 
Brandywine Sr. Living at The 
Savoy in Little Neck; registered 
nurse  Jeannie Doherty Benckwit; 
New York Daily News journalist 
Heidi Evans; Zenaida Mendez, 
of the National Organization for 
Women; Felicia Papert Lercari, 
of the Music and Brain Program ; 
Anita Saunders, of the District 26 

School Board; and Whitestone’s 
St. Luke’s Italian-American Club 
President  Damiana Testa. 

Evans, whose reporting fo-
cuses on health and social issues, 
has collected a Pulitzer Prize and 

two George Polk awards in jour-
nalism.

Saunders, a superintendent 
in her Queens school district, 
has led the standards for schools 
widely viewed as among the best 
in the city, the CWNY said.

Four men will receive Good 
Guy awards, which are doled out 
every year to the men who sup-
port CWNY efforts and share in 
the goal of achieving equal rights 
for women. Honorees include 
Larry Grubler, of Transitional 
Services for NY in Flushing; Beni 
Gutierrez, of Astoria Federal Sav-
ings Bank; U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville ); and Thomas Suozzi, 
former Nassau County executive.

A CWNY spokeswoman said 
the center was glad to recognize 
Israel, who was recently drawn 
into northeast Queens courtesy 
of congressional redistricting, for 
becoming a friend and advocate 
so quickly.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan is slated to receive the Woman of Distinction 
honor.

Center for Women luncheon to celebrate borough’s best
Star-studded cast of Queens movers to receive honors at 26th annual Douglaston gala
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Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may apply. 
Reply STOP to opt-out. Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. We’ll text 
approximately 4 times per month.

Public School Press
The latest News from the NYC Department of Education

Expectations Rise for Students
New era for teaching and testing

APRIL 2013

There’s something uncommon taking place  
in the city’s public schools. 

New York is implementing a far richer curriculum 
called Common Core. The lessons, and the exams 
that go hand in hand with them, have students 
writing more, thinking critically, defending their 
ideas, and working in teams to solve real-world 
problems. 

The new coursework is harder, and the state exams 
students in grades 3-8 take this month will be 
different and more challenging, too. Test scores 

will reflect that at first. But this year’s scores will 
not be comparable to scores from previous years. 
This is a new baseline. 

We’re no longer satisfied with just teaching your 
child basic skills. We’re aiming higher, because we 
want all of our 1.1 million students to graduate 
from high school ready to succeed in college, their 
careers and beyond. 

Search NYC.gov for Common Core  
Parent Resources. 

CHANGES REFLECT PARENT CONCERNS

Scores will Reflect New Emphasis on College 
and Career over Basic Skills

Why are my child’s tests getting harder? As a 
parent, I’m tired of hearing that this is going 
to be great for my kid. 

Let’s be honest. Tougher tests aren’t the problem. 
The real problem is that too many of our kids aren’t 
prepared to succeed in college or flourish in a career. 
We’re not doing them any favors if we don’t challenge 
them. It’s time we raised the bar.

The new curriculum demands that your kids engage 
their creativity and intellectual curiosity. The goal is 

Straight Talk from 
the Chancellor
Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
responds to parents’ questions

to take them beyond the pages of their textbooks and 
prepare them for the real world. 

The new tests will reflect that richer—and more 
challenging—coursework. When you set a new goal for 
yourself that feels out of reach, you work harder to meet 
it. This will be no different. And that’s a good thing.

Why am I hearing that my child’s test scores 
are going to drop?

There’s no way to know how your child will do until 
he or she takes the test. But we’re now measuring based 
on completely different, and tougher, criteria. The last 
tests measured basic skills. The new tests measure your 
child’s ability to get into college or learn a skill after 
high school graduation. 

Some states that have adopted the Common Core have 
seen lower test scores of over 30 points at first. We have 

set new benchmarks in the past and our students have 
always risen to meet them and we think that over time 
they will do the same with these new standards. 

I’m struggling to support my children with 
their homework. How can I help my child 
master the more challenging coursework?

We get that. We’ve worked hard to develop vast parent 
resources for you. They include sample questions 
similar to those that your children can expect to see 
on the new state tests, and “webinars” that I’ve hosted 
which explain the transition to the Common Core (for 
more information, search NYC.gov for Common Core 
Parent Resources). 

If your child is struggling and needs extra help, 
talk to his or her teacher or to your school’s parent 
coordinator. It’s a new era in teaching and testing. I’m 
committed to helping your child succeed.
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.
$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, 
vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$2

vi

BUY NOW 

718.631.3699

WWW.COHENSFASHIONOPTICAL.COM

CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends June 30, 2013. 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 
sph, 2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase.
Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

$99 $99
Includes: 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 
4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Offer valid 

at this location only. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

EYEGLASSES

Includes:

B.T. B.T. B.T.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

for
$992 PAIR

SPRING INTO
SAVINGS

FLEX 

B.T.

32BJ, 1199, 
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BY JOE ANUTA
 

A Flushing 
pimp pleaded guilty 
to enterprise cor-
ruption for his part 
in an international 
prostitution and 
money launder-
ing ring centered 
around a Manhat-
tan advertising 
company, state At-
torney General Eric 
Schneiderman an-
nounced Monday.

Wei “Andy” Qu, 51, 
faces between one year and 
three years in prison and a 
fine of $45,000 when he is 
sentenced by Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Rich-
ard Buchter. But he origi-
nally faced several charges 
each of promoting prosti-
tution, money laundering, 
conspiracy and falsifying 
business records when he 

was arrested in Decem-
ber along with more than 
10 Queens residents from 
across the borough.

The head of the adver-
tising agency, New Jersey 
resident Milagros Katz, 
pleaded guilty to money 
laundering and was fined 
$100,000 for state court 
costs, although she dodged 
more than 100 charges of 
promoting prostitution, 

along with charg-
es similar to Qu’s, 
by pleading.

“ T o d a y ’ s 
guilty pleas are 
part of our ongo-
ing effort to ensure 
that those who par-
ticipate in large-
scale, lucrative, 
prostitution-based 
money laundering 
operations — in-
cluding advertis-
ing bosses who 

use seemingly legitimate 
business to hide their roles 
in these illegal activities 
— are held accountable,” 
Schneiderman said. “My 
office will continue to work 
with law enforcement agen-
cies around the state to root 
out criminal networks that 
launder money, promote 
prostitution and exploit 
women.”

Wei “Andy” Qu and Milagros Katz are facing 
jail time after pleading guilty to their roles in 
a international prostitution ring. 

Flushing man, partner
guilty of prostitution

From art to aquatics, the Y offers a range of fun 
programs to help you stay active, healthy, and happy. 
Membership isn’t required for program participation, 
but we’re always happy to have you join. 
THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT THE Y.

SPRING PROGRAM REGISTRATION BEGINS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH

FIND YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD Y AND
SIGN-UP FOR A PROGRAM ONLINE 
TODAY AT REGISTER.YMCANYC.ORG

 Queens
Cross Island Y
Flushing Y
Jamaica Y
Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 479-0505
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600
(718) 392-7932
(212) 912-2180

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y about the Financial Assistance program.

ART

AQUATICS

ACHIEVEMENT
VISIT YMCANYC.ORG TO LEARN ABOUT BRANCH PROGRAMS

Discover personal banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA

We’re a Queens credit union dedicated to 
serving Queens people. At Qside, you’re not 
just another face in the crowd. You belong to 
a community, and together there’s nothing we 
can’t do – for you and your money. 

�  Online Banking 
�  Home Loans                   
�  Personal Loans             
�  Vehicle Loans  

�  Savings Accounts
�  Free Checking
�   30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
�  Low-Rate Credit Cards                      
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SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 
SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!

SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!
24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT SERVICE . LOCAL SERVICE  

NO SURCHARGES! NO VEHICLE CHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.
No percentages like our competitors. Flat weekly radio fee. Nothing more, nothing less. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program for new drivers!
2008 Vehicles or higher, TLC License and Vehicle Required. Dress Code enforced.

Contact James at 347.534.7888 / james@simple6car.com

DRIVERS WANTED!

LAUNCHING 4.21.13

(718)

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 (718)
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The first lady of Massachu-
setts, Diane Patrick, is naturally 
a private person. She jokingly 
told a group of Queens College 
students Monday that if she knew 
her husband, Gov. Deval Patrick, 
would have gubernatorial am-
bitions when she met him, she 
might not have married him.

But her role as a public fig-
ure has prompted her to speak out 
about an issue that runs deep for 
her: domestic abuse.

“As long as I’m in a visible 
role, I want to do what I can to 
make a difference in the world,” 
she said.

Patrick was the victim of do-
mestic violence during her first 
marriage to a man she said was 
much older and had misrepre-
sented himself to her about vari-
ous aspects of his background, 
such as the school he attended.

After the pair moved to Los 
Angeles and Patrick began law 
school there, she said little by 

little he began to become increas-
ingly controlling as she discov-

ered his lies.
“He began to not let me 

drive,” she said. “I couldn’t have 
my friends over.”

She said it escalated to the 
point where he had torn down her 
self-esteem and she had become 
isolated in their home.

And then the abuse became 
violent.

“I just resigned myself to liv-
ing in that life,” she said.

But she met Deval Patrick 
through a friend who was one of 
only two people who knew about 
the abuse. She and the future Mas-
sachusetts governor developed a 
strong friendship and he helped 
her build back up her self-worth 
and find the strength to leave. Af-
ter a while, the couple married.

“I didn’t talk about [the 
abuse] for a long, long time,” she 
said, saying it was not until Deval 
Patrick began his run for gover-
nor that she first began to pub-
licly recount the story.

She said it is important to 
her to share her tale to help others 
who are in similar situations who 
may be too scared or ashamed to 
reach out and get help, and to shed 

light on the fact that domestic 
abuse is not a problem confined 
to class.

“This doesn’t discriminate,” 
she said.

Patrick grew up in Brook-
lyn and studied early childhood 
education at Queens College. She 
taught elementary school for five 
years before the city bankruptcy 
in 1976-77 resulted in her being 
laid off, when she decided to go to 
law school.

She currently is a partner 
at Ropes & Gray LLP in Boston 
 and has been named as one of the 
country’s leading business law-
yers and one of the most influen-
tial black women in business. Her 
husband has been governor since 
2007.

She joined Queens College 
for a Professionals on Campus 
presentation held in the college’s 
Q Side Lounge in the Main Dining 
Hall. The audience included par-
ticipants in the school’s Women 
and Work Program and was mod-
erated by the program’s founder, 
Carmella Marrone.

First lady of Massachusetts, Diane Patrick (r.), spoke about domestic abuse at 
Queens College. The discussion was moderated by the founder of the school’s 
Women and Work Program, Carmella Marrone (l.) Photo by Karen Frantz

First lady of Massachusetts speaks at Queens College
Diane Patrick talks about her own personal experience with domestic violence years ago

Ages 2.9 - 16 years old
 Indoor & Outdoor Options
 Exciting Trips & Overnights
 Teen Travel & Community Service
 AM/PM Extended Hours Available
 Camps for Children with Special Needs
 American Red Cross Swim Instruction
 Lunch Program and Transportation Available
 1199, ACD & HRA Vouchers Accepted
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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BY JOE ANUTA

Prosecutors tried to 
convince a jury Tuesday 
that two former campaign 
aides to city Comptroller 
John Liu knowingly tried 
to steer illegal donations to 
the lawmaker’s war chest 
for his then unannounced 
mayoral campaign.

In opening arguments 
in Manhattan federal 
court, Assistant U.S. At-
torney Brian Jacobs con-
tended that Jia “Jenny” 
Hou and Xing Wu “Oliver” 
Pan “conspired to hide the 
true sources of campaign 
contributions and to ob-
tain thousands of dollars 
in improper matching con-
tributions,” The New York 
Times reported.

But two lawyers rep-
resenting the accused 

maintained separately that 
their clients were innocent. 
Irwin Rochman, a lawyer 
for Pan, said an undercover 
federal investigator posing 
as a wealthy donor “in-
duced” and “created” Pan’s 

behavior, according to The 
Times, while Hou’s lawyer 
said the former aid had no 
knowledge of the alleged 
scheme.

Prosecutors have ac-
cused the pair of using 
straw donors to pump mon-
ey into Liu’s coffers by cir-
cumventing election laws. 
“Straw donor” is a term 
used to describe a fake do-
nor whose name is used to 
conceal the identity of the 
money’s source.

For example, the un-
dercover agent wanted help 
donating $16,000 to Liu’s 
campaign, which is above 
the legal limit of $4,950.

In the original indict-
ment, U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara accused Pan and 
Hou of concocting a slew of 
fake donors to satisfy the 
request.

Jia “Jenny” Hou is facing wire 
fraud charges relating to her 
work on Comptroller John Liu’s 
campaign. AP Photo-Mary Altaffer

Trial begins for aides
tied to Liu campaignSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BTReliable power options.with

Power your fun or cover an emergency. From America’s #1 home standby 

generator to the most powerful portable generator on the market, Generac 

brings more choices in affordable power solutions. 

Call today for more information on our products and services.

Model XG 8000E

Janco Electric
14-12 150th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

Sales & Service
347-732-9514
www.jancoelectric.net

COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling
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Think you can’t afford a home?
Think Again!

FREE Homebuyers’ Workshop
Ridgewood Savings Bank

71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood NY 11385

APRIL 23, 2013
6:15pm to 8:15pm

Learn more about SONYMA and Ridgewood’s 
Unique Affordable Housing Programs.

If you’re a first-time homebuyer, Ridgewood Savings Bank offers 
access to a wide range of affordable housing programs.  Join us 
and let our staff of knowledgeable professionals guide you 
throughout the entire homebuying and mortgage process.

�����������	
�����������
������������
Call (718) 240-4802 to reserve your seat.

www.ridgewoodbank.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
LENDER Member FDIC

i

FREE Homebuyers’ Workshop
BY STEVE MOSCO

After decades of in-
dustrial waste polluting its 
waters and damage from 
scores of storms wreaking 
havoc on habitats, Jamaica 
Bay has quite the story to 
tell.

And one Queens envi-
ronmentalist is enlisting 
the community to tell it.

Dan Hendrick, an en-
vironmentalist working on 
a documentary called “Ja-
maica Bay Lives!,” invites 
the community to Jamaica 
Bay History Night Wednes-
day at the Queens Library 
at Broad Channel, at 16-26 
Cross Bay Blvd., from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

Residents are encour-
aged to bring photos, home 
movies and their own per-
sonal stories to share with 
Hendrick, the library and 
their neighbors.

“So often we take our 
own personal history for 
granted,” said Hendrick. 
“We think of history being 
written by presidents and 
politicians, when in reality 
history is written by all of 
us.”

Hendrick wants to 
examine that history for 
his film, but the night 
also kicks off an effort to 
document Jamaica Bay for 
Queens Memory Project, 
a collaboration of the Ar-

chives at Queens Library 
and Queens College Librar-
ies’ Department of Special 
Collections and Archives.

Queens Memory Proj-
ect combines historical and 
contemporary photogra-
phy, maps, news clippings 
and other documents with 
oral history interviews of 
current residents.

“Stories we hear and 
things we learn could be 
used for the film, but we 
also wish to share it with 
Queens Library and make 
it part of Queens’ collective 
history,” Hendrick said. 
“We are interested in a 
360-degree view of Jamaica 
Bay from the biggest story 
to the smallest story.”

Hendrick expects to 
hear many accounts of one 
of the biggest stories to ever 
hit Jamaica Bay: Hurricane 
Sandy. The filmmaker be-
gan shooting the documen-
tary in August 2011, more 
than two years before the 
storm rushed ashore.

“Sandy changed the 
storyline,” Hendrick said of 
the film, which he expects 
to wrap in early 2014. “We 
have an opportunity to ask 
what is going to happen 
with the bay. Given the fact 
that we are facing rising 
sea levels, what happens to 
the people who live on the 
shore?”

Hendrick invites resi-

dents from up and down 
the shore — Rockaway, 
Broad Channel, Rosedale, 
Springfield Gardens, How-
ard Beach and beyond — to 
attend and share their sto-
ries. It is a free event and at-
tendees are asked to regis-
ter by contacting Hendrick 
at jamaicabaylives@gmail.
com or 917-207-8715.

The history night — 
and the film — will also 
target what could happen 
to the Jamaica Bay ecosys-
tem. Next week’s meeting 
comes on the heals of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s allocation 
of $645,000 in state funds to 
help rebuild 28 acres of salt 
marshes — a fragile part of 
the bay that provides habi-
tats for wildlife and pro-
tects the bay itself.

“These salt marshes 
are disappearing at a fast 
clip, up to 48 acres every 
year,” said Hendrick. “They 
act as critical habitats for 
birds, shellfish and small 
fish. From the human 
standpoint, the marshes ab-
sorb rains and prevent ero-
sion by helping to break up 
big waves before they reach 
the shore.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Community asked to trace 
Jamaica Bay story for fi lm

Organizers of Jamaica Bay History Night want to see residents’ historic photographs, like this one 
showing a tent city in Rockaway. Photo courtesy Dan Hendrick
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ATM AVAILABLE

WE ACCEPT:
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Prices Valid: April 19, thru April 25, 2013.
Weekly Specials 
Friday-Thursday 

Store 
Hours:

Monday-Saturday
7am-9pm

Sunday: 8am-8pm

With $40.00
Purchase or more

FREE DELIVERY

Phone: (718) 321-1684
Fax: (718) 321-1734

By Compare Foods

122-17 20tH Ave. 
College Point, N.Y. 11356

Great Savings

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.  SOME PICTURES ARE FOR
DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. (NOT ALL SALE ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.) GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.

$159Perdue Grade A Bone-In $299USDA Choice Beef $199Whole Boneless

99¢Save On!

Meat Department

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Deli Fresh

Dairy & Frozen Savings

Grocery Savings

With add’l $100.00 
purchase or more. Limit 1 Deal. LIMIT 2 BUNDLE With add’l $80.00 

purchase or more. Limit 1 Deal. LIMIT 2 CONTS. NO LIMIT

CANOLA OR
VEGETABLE

OR SPLASHLESS
116 FL OZ.

REGULAR, LOW
FAT OR FAT FREE

CORN POPS 15 OZ., APPLE
JACKS 14.7 OZ. OR COCOA

KRISPIES 21.7 OZ.

Value
Pack

NATURAL NO TUB,
WHITE OR EXTRA

SOFT MEGA

HICKORY, MESQUITE
OR BRIQUETS

ALOHA SPLASH
OR SPK OCEAN

BRITISH BLEND 80 CT. OR
DECAF BLACK TEA 72 CT.

SPAGHETTINI, ELBOW,
VERMICELLI, CUT ZITI

OR ROTELLE

PLAIN OR
IODIZED

REG. OR 
WHOLE GRAIN

REGULAR OR
LITE SOFT

OR LEMONADE

BY STEVE MOSCO

This is not kosher.
U.S. marshals seized 

$1 million in food products 
last week from a Ridgewood 
warehouse that manufac-
tures and distributes ko-
sher food products after the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration found widespread 
rodent infestation in the 
facility, the federal govern-
ment said.

During a late February 
inspection at VIP Foods, at 
10-80 Wyckoff Ave., FDA 
investigators found several 
violations of the Federal 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic 
Act, including live rodents, 
a dead desiccated rodent, 
rodent tracks,  gnaw holes 
and rodent droppings in 
and near food products, ac-
cording to a report by the 
U.S. attorney’s office.

“VIP’s warehouse was 
a picnic ground for rodents, 
and the company failed ut-
terly in its obligation to 
provide food deemed safe 
for human consumption,” 
said Loretta Lynch, U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York. “Those 
who store, package and sell 

the food we serve our fami-
lies have a responsibility to 
maintain basic standards 
of cleanliness in their fa-
cilities.”

The company, which 
also distributes food prod-
ucts under the name KoJel, 
supplies products to super-
markets such as Key Food, 
Foodtown and Wegmans.

According to Melinda 
Plaisier, the FDA’s acting 
associate commissioner 
for regulatory affairs, VIP 
housed various dried mixes 
and bases, such as chicken 
soup base, blueberry muf-
fin mix and bread crumbs.

“The conditions inside 
this warehouse were just 
deplorable,” said Plaisier, 
adding that the February 
inspection was one of sev-
eral conducted since March 
2012.

The U.S. attorney’s 
office said the FDA had is-
sued a number of violations 
against the manufacturer 
and had cited VIP in 2009 
for “failure to store raw 
materials in a manner that 
protects against contami-
nation.” The company was 
also cited for spilled food 
and for failing to seal gaps 

in doors and screen win-
dows.

The company was also 
accused of labeling hot 
chocolate mix as “sugar 
free” despite the nutrition 
facts label showing that 
each serving contained 7 
grams.

“We are committed to 
protecting the public from 
health risks and ensuring 
that food manufacturers 
comply with  sanitary con-
ditions,”  said Lynch.

The lawsuit filed 
against the company seeks 
forfeiture and condemna-
tion of the tainted food prod-
ucts. To date, no illnesses 
have been associated with 
its products, according to 
Lynch.

A VIP representative 
chose not to comment when 
reached by phone, but did 
say the warehouse is still 
in operation. According to 
the company’s website, VIP 
was founded in 1983 and is 
privately owned and oper-
ated by the Freund family.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A rodent infestation is to blame for the seizure of $1 million worth of food products from a Ridgewood 
warehouse, according to the feds. Photo by Christina Santucci

Feds seize tainted food 
from Ridgewood depot

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com



“I am really excited to see 
what people take away from the 
exhibition, as a lot of the art-
ists are posing significant ques-
tions about the construction of 
the contemporary household,” 
said Ruba Katrib, curator of the 
SculptureCenter. 

Progressive works encom-
pass homemaking concepts and 
such – in modernity vs. 19th 
and 20th centuries – exploring 
the evolution of the home, along 
with changing ideas of family, 
identity, décor trends, and even 
politics, while examining the 
impact of mass market influenc-
es on consumers’ decorating and 
lifestyle choices.

The exhibition will include 
several artists’ works grouped 
around a variety of themes. 
German-born artist Kirsten 
Pieroth’s “Notions of legacy 
and heritage” looks at how us-
ing simple materials that refer 
to valuable family heirlooms, 

such as Fabergé eggs and crystal 
glassware, symbolize domestic-
ity and familial bonds. 

In “Portraits of intimate 
spaces,” Japanese artist Yuki 
Kimura’s black and white prints 
displayed on freestanding panel 
structures explore the beauty of 
minimalism. 

Modernist architecture 
in Brazil and class structures 
from the servants’ perspectives, 
are the focus of a film by Tamar 
Guimarães and examine the 
schism between a 1950s “hedo-
nistic” home and those who care 
for it. 

Design magic happens when 
out-of-the-box ideas join forces 
with innovative style elements.

Throughout the three-
month run of the show, the Sculp-
tureCenter, 44-19 Purves St., 
plans to hold public programs to 
complement the works. 

On Wednesday, May 8; as 
part of the SC Evenings, visitors 

can get a peek at the accompa-
nying guidebook with the “Bet-
ter Homes” publication launch. 
Then, on July 2, Penny Sparke, 
a professor of design history at 
Kingston University, London, 
will take part in a conservation 
on home design. Her books in-
clude The Modern Interior (2008) 
and Elsie de Wolfe: The Birth of 
Modern Decoration (2005).
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A few of the photographic images that are part of the Better Homes exhibit include (clockwise from top left) ‘Activities with Dobromierz 1972-1974’ by KwieKulik, ‘2 em 1’ by Jonathas de Andrade, and ‘Canoas, 
2010’ by Tamar Guimaraes.  Photos Courtesy of Raster Gallery, Warsaw; Guimaraes and Galeria Fortes Vilaca, Sao Paulo 

HOME is where the art is where the art isisis where the art is
SculptureCenter explores residential 

interior design through an artist’s eye
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Your home is an expression 
of who you are, so whether you’re 
tidy or sloppy, a minimalist or 
collector, fashion conscious or 
not, your intimate space reflects 
your personality.  

Experience the aesthetics 
of decorating and domesticity 
during an exhibition at Sculp-
tureCenter in Long Island City, 

from April 22 through July 22. 
Viewing retro/contemporary 
conceptual works, created by 
a select group of visionary art-
ists with fresh perspectives on 
interior design, visitors will be 
introduced to new and exciting 
art forms.

The works on display will 
also supply creative new an-
swers to the age-old question: 
What makes a home a home? 

IF YOU GO:
SculptureCenter
Exhibition: Better Homes 
Monday, April 22 – Monday, 
July 22
(Opening Reception: Sunday, 
April 21, 5 p.m.)
Gallery Hours: Thursday – 
Monday 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.
44-19 Purves St.
L.I.C., NY 
(718)361-1750 
www.sculpture-center.org
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Kew Gardens native 
“Wildman” Steve Brill 
knew when the NYPD 
slapped handcuffs onto his 
wrists his days of urban 
foraging in obscurity were 
over. 

It was 1986, and Brill 
was arrested for eating 
dandelions in a city park. 
The media jumped on the 
story and followed the 
Parks Department’s law-
suit as it wound its way 
through the courts. 

“The press just ate it 
up,” Brill said. “But then 
the charges were dropped 
and the Parks Department 
hired me to lead tours.”

On Sunday Brill re-
turns to Queens with his 
hunt for edible wild plants 
and herbs in Forest Park. 
Brill shows people how to 
recognize which greenery 
growing throughout the 
city’s parks is OK to eat 
and which ones to avoid.

As he leads groups 

throughout these extreme-
ly open-air markets, Brill 
sprinkles tidbits of my-
thology, history and sci-
ence into his talks. He also 
incorporates photographs 
of plants in the various 
stages of growth through-
out the year. Tours include 
tastes during the walk and 
end with a freshly gath-
ered lunch. 

“We give out samples 
of what we find,” said 
Brill. “And usually people 
are still alive at the end of 
the tour.”

Brill came to his cu-
linary career quite hon-
estly — he was hungry. 
One day he wandered into 
the kitchen and grabbed a 
box of oatmeal and cooked 
up a batch. As Brill waited 
for his snack to finish, he 
noticed an offer on the 
package for a free oatmeal 
recipe pamphlet. Once he 
received the booklet, he 
tackled the recipes and 
was hungry for more. 
 This led to library visits 

and the cookbook sections 
to round out his cooking 
knowledge in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

“At that time I was go-
ing to ethnic stores to look 
at the (food) stuff  and ask 
what it was,” Brill said. “It 

was all Greek to me.”
Greece also played a 

role in opening the next 
chapter in Brill’s edible 

education. He was taking a 
bicycle ride through Cun-
ningham Park and noticed 
a group of older Greek 
women picking plants. Af-
ter stopping to ask what 
they were doing, Brill was 
sent home with a sample of 
fox grape leaves. 

“Then I was hooked,” 
said Brill. “I started no-
ticing berries and wanted 
to know about them. So, I 
started getting foraging 
books and learning what-
ever I could. Then I thought 
‘other people might enjoy 
doing this as well.’”

Tourgoers will see 
and sample a variety of 
plants in Forest Park, 
Brill said. He expects to 
encounter Sweet Cicely, a 
root with a black licorice 
flavor; Burdock, a detoxi-
fying root with hints of 
potato and artichoke; gar-
lic mustard; and Japanese 
knotweed, which is related 
to rhubarb. 

Urban forager offers a walk and snack in Forest Park

‘Wildman’ Steve Brill shows tourgoers an edibile plant found in a New York City park.  
Photo courtesy Violet Brill

Continued on Page 42
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

Library program uses newspapers
 to create lyrical versions of poetry

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When it comes to writ-
ing, many authors and 
would-be scribes balk at the 
sight — or even the thought 
— of a blank sheet of paper. 

So Vijay Ramana-
than, assistant manager of 
the Queens Library Hollis 
branch, decided the best 
way to kick-start creativ-
ity would be to begin with 
a page already filled with 
words. 

Well, it’s actually 
Texas-based poet Austin 
Kleon’s idea called “News-
paper Blackout,” which in-
volves taking a page from 
the daily broadsheet, por-
ing over the stories for in-
teresting or unique words, 
then running a black 
marker through the rest.

Once the cap is back 
on the marker, the author/
artist has written a lyri-
cal poem, courtesy of the 

city’s newsrooms. 
Kleon’s results, pub-

lished in a book, “Newspa-
per Blackout,” and on his 
website, austinkleon.com, 
make for one-of-a-kind cre-
ations. 

“Newspaper Blackout 
started from a bad case of 
writer’s block,” wrote Kle-
on in an e-mail. “I felt like 
I didn’t have any words, so I 
figured I could borrow some 
from the stack of newspa-
pers next to my desk.”

Libraries, including 

other branches in Queens, 
schools and even amateur 
Emily Dickinsons have 
copied the idea for the last 
few years. 

“It’s a great activity,” 
said Ramanathan. “It is 
writing using found lan-
guage. You are finding the 
words to make the poetry. 
It’s an art and poetry proj-
ect.”

Ramanathan, who was 
familiar with the project 
from poetry classes he has 
taken over the years, leads 
a blackout session for teens 
on April 23 at the Hollis Li-
brary. The Pomonok branch 
will have its own version of 
the class on April 29. 

“It’s a good technique 
for combating writer’s 
block,” said Ramanathan. 
“You are using text that’s 
already there.”

Kleon admitted the 

It’s a good 
technique for 

combating 
writer’s block.
Vijay Ramanathan

Assistant Manager of the 
Queens Library Hollis branch

‘Newspaper Blackout,’ where teens use a black marker to turn a sheet of newsprint into poetry, comes 
to the Hollis and Pomonok libraries this month. Photo by Kevin ZimmermanContinued on Page 43
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33.  'You are here' arrow, e.g.
35.  Kitchen containers
36.  Bachelor No. 1?
37.  Wall St. workplace
39.  Barely beat
40.  Calendar square
41.  Campus military org.
45.  Sea anemones, e.g.
46.  Sam and Tom, relatively?
47.  Apology from Indian  
 seamstress?
49.  First of  12 popes with a  
 religious-sounding name
50.  Motherly business?
52.  Indian coin
53.  Great Scott?
54.  D.D.E. and others
55.  Inits. for an armchair 
 quarterback?
57.  Another graceful seabird
58.  Org.
60.  Calendar square
61.  Faux finish?

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Apr. 19-25, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Jewels
Across
1.  Secret store
6.  Amusing old guy
10.  Like taking candy from a  
 baby?
14.  Best way to leave Vegas?
15.  Kuwaiti, e.g.
16.  A Grimm beginning?
17.  C.E.O. protector?
20.  Pupil's spot
21.  One kind of  order
22.  Laughed loudly
23.  Begin
25.  Prevaricated
26.  Taxi door info
28.  Insect-repelling  
 compound
32.  Type of  bay?
34.  "Attention please..."
35.  Bud holder?
38.  Gem of  a financier
42.  Maglie of  baseball
43.  "Bye now"
44.  Chaplin and others
45.  Ancient writing material
48.  Wound healer?
49.  "The ___ thickens"
51.  Agents making busts
53.  Conversation
55.  A shade of  beige
56.  Leaves in hot water
59.  Like Dorothy's traveling  
 shoes
62.  Workers' purchase  
 arrangement, for short
63.  Kitten's pick-up spot?
64.  Makes bread?
65.  Board members: Abbr.
66.  "Roget's" info: Abbr.
67.  German coal city

Down
1.  Animal house?
2.  Bridge call?
3.  Heavenly
4.  Taken in
5.  Swell subject?
6.  Per ___
7.  Grueling exam
8.  Boat propeller?
9.  Apparatus for pullups?
10.  Angora
11.  Accustom (to)
12.  Appeared on stage
13.  Financial aid factor
18.  A crack investigator?
19.  Capital of  Sri Lanka
24.  Rain cats and dogs
26.  Casting requirements?
27.  Pavarotti specialty
29.  "Hot Lips" Houlihan's  
 rank
30.  Beta preceder?
31.  Border line?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TRIFECTA
D E M O P R E S C U R E D

I T E M A B L E A G O R A

T H R E E M I L E I S L A N D

T A I G A A S T A I R E S

O N T A R I O A A S

C R A W L D O S E

I C E S H E E T B E L I E

T H R E E D O L L A R B I L L

C O R E Y A E R O S O L S

H O S P P A S S E

F A T T A R M A C S

S T A T I S T S E A T O N

T H R E E S E C O N D R U L E

E A T E R S A N E I N O R

M I S S Y T R E E S E N D

“There really is a 
need to what we will be 
doing,” he said. “It’s im-
portant to harvest plants 
that are sustainable and 
to let people know how 
to use them for food and 

home remedies.”

The four-hour walk-
ing tour begins at 11:45 
a.m. Sunday, April 21, 
Meet at the stone wall 
at Union Turnpike and 
Park Lane, near the Parks 
Department’s Overlook 

building. There is a $20 
suggested donation. Call 
(914) 835-2153 at least 24 
hours ahead to reserve a 
place.

Reach news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260-4541. 

Continued from Page 40

Wildman Brill

PRODUCTIONS

Rough Draft Festival  — Take a 
look into the creative process 
as the LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center presents a 
showcase of new works 
currently under development 
by various theater companies. 
When: Through April 25
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center’s Mainstage, Little 
and Black Box theaters
Cost: Free
Contact: For reservations e-mail 
RSVP-LPAC@LAGCC.CUNY.EDU
Website: laguardia.edu/lpac

“Bye Bye Birdie” — The 
Gingerbread Players of Saint 
Luke’s Church presents the 
1960s musical parody of an 
Elvis Presley-like rock star’s 
induction into the Army.
When: Friday, April 19, 7:30 pm; 
Saturday, April 20, 2:30 pm; and 
Sunday, April 21, 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“What’s in a Name” — Variations 
Theatre Group presents Timothy 
Nolan’s play which centers on a 
woman who, for the fi rst time, 
sees the results of the choices 
she made many years ago. Does 
she trash her present to rectify 
her past, or does she keep going 
with a life she no longer can lead 
but can’t escape from? 
When: Friday, April 19, 8 
pm; Saturday, April 20, 8 
pm; Sunday, April 21, 2 pm; 
and Wednesday, April 24 to 
Saturday, April 27 at 8 pm
Where: Chain Theater, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents 
with photo ID showing address
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com

“Once More with Feeling” 
— Theatre Time Productions 
presents a musical cabaret 
concert. 
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 20 and 27, 8 pm; 
Sunday, 21 and 28, 3 pm, 
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $18, $16/seniors and 
students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

A musical cabaret concert.
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside • 54-02 217th St
When: Fridays and Saturdays, 8 
pm, Sundays, 3 pm until Sunday, 
April 28
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: http://www.theatreti 
me.org

“A Midsummer’s Night Dream” 
— William Shakespeare’s most 
popular comedy, portrays the 
adventures of four young lovers 
and a group of amateur actors 
and their interactions with 
woodland fairies and a duke and 
duchess. The E Phoenix Idealis 
Theater, Inc.’s production is about 
falling in love, which “can make 
fools of us all.”
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 27, 3 pm and 8 
pm; Friday, May 3, 8 pm; and 
Saturday, May 4, 3 pm and 8 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Road, College Point
Cost: $14/adults, $9/seniors 
and students
Contact: (516) 678-0016
Website: www.ephoenixi.org

“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center presents 
the Tony-nominated and Olivier 
Award-winning musical that tells 
the tragic tale of fraternal twins 
separated at birth, who grow up 
in different situations but still 
become best friends. But, when 
they fall in love with the same 
girl, their friendship is tested 
and their fates sealed. 
When: Thursday, May 2, 8 pm; 
Friday, May 3, 8 pm; Saturday, 
May 4, 2 pm and 8 pm; Thursday, 
May 9, 8 pm; Friday, May 10, 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 11, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Thursday, May 16, 8 pm; Friday, 
May 17, 8 pm; and Saturday, May 
18, 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Hound of the Baskervilles” — 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
presents a modern adaptation 
of Sherlock Holmes’ greatest 
adventure fi lled with suspense, 
humor and terror.
When: May 3 to May 5, May 10 to 
May 11, and May 17 to 18
Where: Zion Episcopal Church, 
243-01 Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults,$15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Boeing, Boeing” — This 
Boulevard Comedy by Marc 
Camoletti presented by the 
Parkside Players centers 
around a Parisian playboy 
and the three stewardesses 
all engaged to him without 
knowing about each other. This 
1960s comedy won the 2008 
Tony for best revival. 
When: May 18 to May 19, May 24 
to May 26, and May 31 to June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388

Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

AUDITIONS & REHEARSALS

“Les Miserables” Auditions 
— A production of the award-
winning musical comes to 
Douglaston this August. Parts 
are avaiable for adults of all 
ages and children ages 11 and 
up. Bring a head shot and 
resume (required), sheet music 
for a ballad and an up-tempo 
number, comfortable clothing 
for a group dance audition and 
your calendar for May through 
August. 
When: Friday, April 19 and 
Saturday, April 20; 7 to 9:30 pm
Where: American Martyrs 
Sullivan Hall, Bell Boulevard and 
Union Turnpike, Bayside

“Les Miserables” Auditions 
— The JC Players will present 
a semi-concert staging of the 
long-running Broadway musical 
in August. Bring sheet music 
in your key (auditioners can 
use a song from the show) and 
any confl icting dates from May 
to August. Rehearsals begin 
in May.
When: Saturday, April 27, 2 pm 
to 5 pm; and Monday, April 29, 
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Church, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village
Contact: Barbara at (718) 894-
8654 or babba0310@gmail.com

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
— The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: Noguchi’s 
Studio Practice — Includes about 
60 hand and industrial tools 
drawn from Noguchi’s belongings. 
A handful of his sculptures, 
fi nished and unfi nished, will 
be positioned throughout the 
exhibition as they relate to 
specifi c tools or processes, and 
a 1970 documentary including 
footage of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through May 12
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road Astoria
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

Erasing Borders — An exhibi-
tion of visual art created by 
artists living and working in the 
U.S. whose origins can be traced 
to the Indian Subcontinent.
When: Through May 12
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $5 (Suggested)/Members 
Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtown-
hall.org

Namaste —  More than 20 
contributors explore the theme 
of respect using the South Asian 
word “namaste,” which means I 
bow to you, as a starting point. 
The exhibition includes art, lan-
guage, music and performances. 
When: Through June 27
Where: Queens College Art Cen-
ter, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: www.queenscolleg-
eartcenter.org

FILM

Representing South Asia on 
Film — A series of screenings 
and programs.
When: Through April 25
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-30 

Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Festival of Dance and Music 
— Dance Entropy presents the 
seventh annual Green Space 
Blooms, a celebration of new 
dance and music. 
When: Friday, April 19; Saturday, 
April 20; and Sunday, April 21; 
1-3 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: michelle@greenspace

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Korea Meets Greece — The 
Vong Pak’s Korean Drum and 
Dance Troupe peform Korean 
music and dance followed by 
Yianni Papastefanou and his 
ensemble of Greek musicians 
and dancers. 
When: Friday, April 19
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 463-7700 ext. 260
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Jazz Appreciation Month 
— Tour the Louis Armstrong 
Museum this month and enjoy 
a rare recording of Armstrong 
performing “West End Blues” 
Live at Freedomland in 1961. 
When: Tuesdays to Saturdays 
through April 30, 10 am - 5 pm

Where: Louis Armstrong House, 
34-56 107th St., North Corona
Cost: $10
Contact: (781) 478-8274
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Jazz Vespers — Legendary 
saxophonist Jimmy Heath 
teams up with pianist Jeb 
Patton for the fi rst ever Jazz 
Vespers at The Church-in-the-
Gardens. Wine and cheese 
reception to follow. 
When: Saturday, May 11, 5 pm
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $20 suggested donation
Website: thecitg.org

TALK

Hannah Barrett — Join the 
artist as she explores the 
stories behind the paintings 
in the King Manor Museum’s 
Portrait Collection. Call or 
e-mail for reservations. 
When: Saturday, April 20, 3-5 
pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-3 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $5 suggested donation
Contact: (718) 206-0545 ext. 
13, programs@kingmanor
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Stephen Maitland-Lewis — The 
author will read from award-
winning novel, “Emeralds 
Never Fade,” a story of the 
Holocaust. He will also discuss 
his friendship with jazz legend 
Louis Armstrong and how it 
affected his own life and career 
as well as the musician’s legacy 
to the world. 
When: Sunday, April 21, 4-5:30 
pm with reception and book 
signing to follow
Where: Queens College LeFrak 
Concert Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: www.qc.cuny.edu

William Seraile — Professor 
William Seraile discusses his 
recent book, “Angels of Mercy: 
White Women and the History 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

success of his blackout 
projects surprised him at 
first, but once he thought 
about it, it made perfect 
sense.

“I think people on 
the whole are discouraged 
from practicing their cre-

ativity because they feel 
that creativity is about be-
ing totally original,” wrote 
Kleon, “but the blackouts 
show that creativity hap-
pens by rearranging or 
collaging pre-existing ele-
ments from the world into 
something new.”

Newspaper Blackout 
takes place on Tuesday, 
April 23, 4 p.m. at the Hol-

lis Library, 202-05 Hillside 
Ave., Hollis; and on Mon-
day, April 30, 4:30 p.m. at 
the Pomonok Library, 158-
21 Jewel Ave., Flushing. No 
registration is required for 
either.

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman by e-mail 
at kzimmerman@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260-4541.

Continued from Page 41

Poetry

of New York’s Colored Asylum.” 
Seraile looks at the orphanage 
for African-American children 
founded in 1836 and run by a 
group of Quaker women. 
When: Sunday, April 21, 2:30-
4:30 pm
Where: Historic Kingsland 
Homestead, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $8/non-members, $5/
members
Contact: (718) 939-0647 ext, 14
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Shmuel ‘Rick’ Shields, Ph.D. 
— The certifi ed nutritionist and 
author of “L’Chaim: 18 Chapters 
to Live By,” will explore how 
certain foods contribute to 
optimal physical and emotional 
well-being. 
When: Sunday, April 21, 2 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.cqy.org

Raymond Belliotti — Professor 
and author of 14 books, 
including “The Philosophy 
of Baseball” and “Happiness 
is Overrated,” discusses the 
meaning of life and its “big 
questions.”
When: Monday, April 22, 1:30 pm

Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.cqy.org

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-
03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

KIDS & FAMILY

Storybook Discovery Days 
— A monthly reading series for 
young children 6 and under is 
held on the third Saturday of 
each month at the Voelker Orth 
Museum. Each session includes 
an art or nature activity. 
When: Saturday, April 20, 11 
am - Noon
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing

Cost: $2 suggested donation
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Tony Hawk/Rad Science — 
Discover how the physics of 
gravity, force, velocity and 
balance make radical tricks 
possible in action sports. This 
exhibit shows how a trip to the 
skatepark can demonstrate 
physics principals.
When: Friday, April 19; Saturday, 
April 20; and Sunday, April 21; 
9:30 am to 5 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., Corona Park
Cost: Free with regular 
admission $11/adults, $8 children
Contact: 718-699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Little Makers: Make a Mess 
with Oobleck — Make, mix, 
pour, roll and splatter a 
mysterious gooey substance 
in this workshop. Allow 30 to 
45 minutes to complete and 
dress in old clothing that can be 
splattered. 
When: Tuesday to Sunday 
through April 21, 10:30 am - 12:30 
pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., Corona Park
Cost: $8 per family plus NYSCI 
admission
Contact: (718) 699-0005 ext. 341
Website: www.nysci.org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY PHIL CORSO

The fate of a two-story 
unoccupied building in 
Woodhaven with more than 
30 open construction viola-
tions was still up in the air 
after it collapsed into itself 
last week, the city Depart-
ment of Buildings said.

Fire officials said 
they responded to calls of 
the buckling commercial 
building, at 78-19 Jamaica 
Ave., around 6 p.m. last Fri-
day and found no one was 
injured. Moments later, po-
lice temporarily suspended 
J train service between 
121st Street and Crescent 
Avenue out of fear that any 
further vibrations might 
cause the building to con-
tinue to crumble, authori-
ties said.

Bricks and debris were 
strewn on the sidewalk 
after part of the former 
furniture store collapsed, 

damaging parked vehicles 
outside.

The FDNY said the 
roof had caved in because 
of stormwater that collect-
ed on top of the building af-
ter recent heavy rains. The 
city DOB was still investi-
gating whether or not the 
building should be demol-
ished or restored, a depart-
ment spokesman said.

An evacuation order 
was issued for the second 
floor of the vacant build-
ing in February, accord-
ing to city Department of 
Buildings records, citing 
“questionable construction 
methods.”

The building also had 
a laundry list of more than 
30 open violations with the 
DOB and another eight with 
the city Environmental 
Control Board, including 
four total open “work with-
out a permit” violations, 
the property listing with 

the DOB showed. Records 
revealed the landlord of the 
property has been slapped 
with $18,000 in ECB penal-
ties.

Open violations dated 
to between 1994 and 2011, 
the DOB said, and only two 
of them had been dismissed 
when the building col-
lapsed. The  first violation 
issued to the property, on 
June 7, 1994, about a failed 
boiler inspection, was still 
active when the building 
caved in on itself, accord-
ing to the DOB. Other viola-
tions were issued for failed 
inspections of the build-
ing’s elevators or plumbing 
and working without a per-
mit, the DOB said.

Officials said the DOB 
would continue investi-
gating the building before 
deciding whether or not it 
would be demolished.

Woodhaven roof collapses
after decades of violations
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A lot of gourmet ice 
cream shop owners in New 
York City do not actually 
make the tasty treat them-
selves, which gave Flush-
ing resident Kenneth Chen 
and his business partner 
Ann Yu an idea.

Why not make home-
made ice cream that is 
homemade?

“A lot of the other gour-
met ice cream shops were 
outsourcing their production 
upstate, buying it in bulk, 
then storing it,” Chen said. 
“And we wanted to do a truly 
local, premium brand.”

Thus the Itizy Ice 
Cream Truck was churned 
into existence.

Chen and Yu are based 
out of Queens and Manhat-
tan. They operate and store 
their truck in Maspeth, but 
are part of a shared kitchen 
across the East River.

Last year was their 
inaugural run, and they 
did so well planning it that 
they won the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp.’s 

Queens StartUP! Business 
Plan Competition, which 
seeks to recognize innova-
tive business minds work-
ing in the borough.

Chen and Yu had a mind 
to stay local, and the ingre-
dients in their sweet concoc-
tions reflect that plan.

The milk and cream 
are shipped down from a 

nonprofit collective of up-
state farms. Depending on 
demand, one of the farmers 
has to sometimes set aside 
a cow especially for Itizy, 
Chen said.

Instead of processed 
chemicals that keep store-
bought ice cream con-
gealed, the Itizy team uses 
eggs.

And, of course, a little 
ingenuity from Yu comes in 
every bite.

“Ann has been mak-
ing recipes for years,” Chen 
said. “We tweaked and per-
fected them, and decided to 
offer them to everyone.”

Chen and Yu started 
off with common flavors, 
including vanilla and choc-

olate, but this year will be 
venturing into options like 
milk tea, black sesame 
and lychee sorbet — inter-
national options for an in-
ternational city. They also 
serve pastries from other 
small businesses.

But not every creation 
makes it out of Yu’s lab. The 
duo scrapped a rum raisin 
recipe that actually packed 
a delicious burst of rum 
with every bite of fruit — 
a tasty but not necessarily 
child-friendly treat.

The truck can be found 
all over Manhattan, and 
Itizy has a Twitter feed — @
ItizyIceCream — that alerts 
hungry patrons where they 
will be next. But they hope 
to be expanding more into 
the borough they call home 
with more truck stops and 
catering gigs.

“Queens is a little bit 
of  a tougher market for 
food trucks,” Chen said, 
citing a relative lack of foot 
traffic compared to other 
city locations. “But we have 
a smaller cart and catering-
type setup, and are hoping 

to be part of artisan food 
markets in Long Island 
City or Astoria.”

The characteristic 
eggshell blue truck is a wel-
come change from the desk 
jobs both Yu and Chen used 
to slog to every morning.

“I always had a dream 
of owning my own busi-
ness, and Ann just really 
loved making ice cream,” 
he said. “So we put two and 
two together.”

But foodies aren’t the 
only people to benefit from 
the pair’s combined skills. 
For every five scoops of 
ice cream they sell, Itizy 
donates a meal to a hungry 
child through the World 
Food Program USA, a non-
profit that works with the 
United Nations to deliver 
food to malnourished chil-
dren in other countries.

And that might make 
Itizy’s ice cream the most 
guilt-free scoop in the city.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Queens pair bring tastes of summer to you
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city approval to build an in-
terim parking lot in Willets 
Point during construction 
of the mall. The developers 
also need the green light 
for a proposal to host com-
munity recreational activi-
ties on the lot when patrons 
of the Mets are not parking 
there. The plans then call 
for the lot to be torn down 
to accommodate the hous-
ing component.

“We want to talk about 
zoning controls because 
there are none,” CB 7 Vice 
Chairman Chuck Apelian 
said at the meeting, refer-
ring to the mall site, which 
is mapped parkland.

The land is currently 
leased to the Mets, but con-
verting its use to a mall 
would require a sublease 
involving the city Parks 
Department, the partner-
ship and EDC.

The developers and the 
city said the zoning would 
be outlined in that sublease, 
and would closely resemble 
the commercial zoning out-

lined in the special Willets 
Point District.

“The density, use and 
square-footage will be con-
trolled by the lease, so it is 
not a blank check by any 
stretch of the imagination,” 
said Jesse Masyr, a land 
use attorney for the Queens 
Development Group.

But the CB 7 board had 
a problem: The lease will 
be drawn up by Parks and 
EDC, according to city rep-
resentatives, not the City 
Planning Commission, 
which typically oversees 
zoning.

The board and mem-
bers of a group opposed to 

the development also ques-
tioned EDC about ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
that are required  to build 
the housing in the second 
phase.

According to the part-
nership’s plan, those ramps 
are slated for construc-
tion by the city in 2021 and 
completion in 2024 and are 
estimated at $50 million in 
today’s dollars, but there 
is nothing in the contract 
stipulating they have to be 
built

“We take the city at 
their word that there is 
a strong commitment to 
do this,” said Glen Gold-
stein, president of Related 

Retail, echoing repeated 
statements by city officials 
that they are committed to 
building the ramps.

But another clause in 
the partnership’s contract 
with the city states that the 
Queens Development Group 
has the option to fund con-
struction of the ramps on 
its own at any time, Gerald 
Antonacci, of the opposition 
group Willets Point United, 
pointed out.

In a video released on 
his group’s website, An-
tonacci predicted that hous-
ing would never get built, a 
claim the city denies.

If the developers follow 
through with the proposed 
plan, the Queens Develop-
ment Group will get a crack 
at the last, roughly 40-acre 
phase of the project, which 
will feature more mixed-
use buildings and possibly a 
convention center , although 
it was unclear exactly what 
sort of advantage the part-
nership would have.

“There is not a guar-
anteed right, but a limited 
right,” said a member of 
the EDC.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

A rendering shows the street-level view of what the first phases of 
the Willets Point redevelopment project will look like. 

Image courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Sometimes the women 
purport to be able to ward 
off evil spirits, other times 
they promise phony medi-
cal miracles, according to 
Ng and Maguire, but in ev-
ery case they require large 
sums of cash and jewelry. 
After getting the goods in a 
bag, they return a bag filled 
with useless items and tell 
the victim not to open it for 
30 days, according to Magu-
ire.

The San Francisco Po-
lice Department has been 
working with a host of agen-
cies including the NYPD, 
and said cops in Hong Kong 
have fought this problem 
for a decade, according to a 
police spokesman.

Hong Kong police be-
lieve the scam originates 
from a Chinese province 
called Maoming, according 
to Officer Gordon Shyy . 

In October, the NYPD 
arrested three women who 
had allegedly been carry-
ing out the scam in Flush-
ing, but after making bail, 
two of them fled the coun-
try, Maguire said.

Ng and Maguire said 
many of the scammers op-
erate as part of a nationwide 
ring, and said any elderly 
members of immigrant 
communities should be 
especially wary of anyone 
offering help on the street. 
They should be on alert if 
that help is conditional on 
collecting mountains of 
cash from home, another 
practice that Maguire said 
is contributing to the prob-
lem.

“You shouldn’t have 
tens of thousands of dollars 
under your mattress,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Con game

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

“Councilman Ulrich’s 
activities, his name-calling 
and twisting of the truth, 
are disgraceful and are 
symptomatic of someone 
who lacks the maturity and 
experience to lead,” he said 
in a statement. 

But the councilman 
fired back yet again Wednes-
day, telling TimesLedger 
Newspapers Catsimatidis 
was “a buffoon.”

“He has no shot at 
ever being elected mayor,” 
Ulrich said. “I don’t really 
take what comes out of his 
mouth seriously.”

The councilman also 
had strong words for former 
state Sens. Serph Maltese 
and Frank Padavan, whose 
signatures were included 
in a separate letter support-
ing Ragusa and alluding to 
Ulrich’s attacks.

“They are not rele-
vant,” Ulrich said. “If they 
want to help the healing 
process, I’m all for that. If 
they are going to pen let-
ters attacking me, maybe 
it’s best they are not in of-

fice.”
Ulrich also caused 

rumblings in the party af-
ter again funding a senior 
center run by a Republican 
district leader.

In 2011, Ulrich gave 
$5,000 to the Forest Park Se-
nior Center run by Donna 
Caltabiano, a district lead-
er in state Assemblyman 
Michael Miller’s (D-Wood-
haven) district. But that 
number jumped to $55,000 
in 2012 and 2013.

District leaders vote 
to endorse candidates and 
elect party leaders.

Ulrich insisted that 
the donation had nothing to 
do with politics, but rather 
the senior center does not 
get state or federal grants 
and instead relies on dis-
cretionary funding. State 
dollars had dried up in 2010 
and the borough president 
cut her funding a year lat-
er, which is why he made up 
the difference, the council-
man said.

“I had to keep it open. 
It came down to me and 
the borough president,” 
Ulrich said, pointing out 
that Caltabiano had never 

voted to elect anyone from 
Ulrich’s faction  to party 
leadership positions as a 
district leader. 

Council members get 
a set dollar amount to fund 
projects for the aging. In 
2013, it was about $108,000. 
The senior center received 
the most cash out of those 
in Ulrich’s district, with 
most centers getting $5,000.

For Caltabiano, the 
money was a vital resource, 
since her center gets limit-
ed funding, and she defend-
ed Ulrich’s reputation as an 
upstanding councilman..

She said she had never 
voted for anyone from Ul-
rich’s faction but was not 
fond of the opposing side 
either.

“I’ve separated myself 
from all of them. I really 
believe there should be a 
change,” she said. “Phil is 
a nice guy, but I don’t think 
he was effective at all.”

Caltabiano’s comments 
echo the sentiments of nu-
merous GOP party mem-
bers fed up with infighting.

“We need to clean ev-
erybody out of there,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 5
GOP
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man, viewed as a strong 
contender for the mayor’s 
post before he resigned, 

has close to $4.5 million in 
his campaign war chest, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board. The 
report also revealed Weiner 
had not received any mon-
etary contributions since 
November 2009.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

ROP

with the Queens delegation 
chair.

“It is certain that I will 
have this money put into 
the budget,” Weprin said. 
“How quickly, I cannot 
guarantee. But this will be 
the first $1 million I am re-
questing. That is the plan.”

Some skepticism over 
the Council’s commitment 
to adhering to the so-called 
participatory budgeting re-
sults arose after the scan-
dal swept through the dis-
trict next door in northeast 
Queens.

Andrew Rocco, presi-

dent of the College Point 
Civic Association, worked 
closely with Halloran dur-
ing the entire process, 
pushing for things like 
the structural restoration 
of the Poppenhusen Insti-
tute and the rehabilitation 
of MacNeil Park, both of 
which were winning proj-
ects.

Now with that money 
up in the air, he said his 
entire community was on 
edge.

“We are dependent on 
this discretionary fund-
ing,” Rocco said. “It’s so 
important that the Council 
does the right thing.”

When asked if she 
would honor the participa-

tory budgeting vote in Hal-
loran’s district, Quinn said 
while she would take the 
1,170 votes into consider-
ation, the results were not 
binding.

Weprin, however, as-
sured that his district’s 
votes would count. Every 
year, the councilman said 
he typically receives some-
where around $3 million in 
discretionary funding for 
his district, and the partici-
patory budgeting winners 
will be the first to be spent. 
So as long as Weprin re-
ceives at least $1 million in 
capital funding, he prom-
ised the six projects would 
see the money.

Continued from Page 4 

Weprin

Continued from Page 9 

Weiner

a smaller soccer stadium 
could be a good addition in 
Idlewild Park or Maspeth.

“We need to site a full-
service convention center, 
and Queens could support 
a soccer stadium,” he said. 
“But not the one they want 
to talk about in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.”

Grodenchik talked 
about the importance of the 
borough’s airports as eco-
nomic engines and, when 
asked a question about 
tourism, he said it is an up-
hill battle for Queens since 
most visitors come to New 
York to see Manhattan.

“But I also think the 
goal in tourism for this 
county is the jobs,” he said, 

adding that the borough’s 
growing hotel industry and 
unionized jobs here and 
around the city could boost 
residents’ quality of life.

Katz discussed the dif-
ferences between develop-
ment and overdevelopment 
and said the limited nature 
of Queens transportation, 
for example far fewer sub-
way routes than Brooklyn 
and Manhattan,  needed 
to be addressed in order to 
grow the borough economi-
cally. 

“You can create hun-
dreds of retail jobs, but if 
people can’t get there to buy 
your product and you can’t 
run a business, then it is an 
irrelevant application,” she 
said.

Peralta repeatedly said 
he wanted to make Queens 
a destination and stressed 
the importance of afford-

able housing. The senator 
said he will not support the 
Willets Point redevelop-
ment project until afford-
able housing is made a key 
priority as it was in 2008, 
he said.

“I have a lot of ques-
tions and a lot of concerns,” 
he said.

Vallone said he is in 
support of the United States 
Tennis Center expand-
ing its leased 0.68 acres in 
Flushing Meadows and in 
support of the Willets Point 
redevelopment, provided it 
is done fairly, but is against 
a 13-acre soccer stadium 
also proposed for the green 
space.

“There are three proj-
ects going on in the park 
at the same time and there 
is no central authority out 
there,” he said.

Beep

the 20-year-old suspect, but 
eventually returned to help 
the woman call police.

When officers arrived, 
they used Apple’s Find My 
iPhone software to try to 
track the woman’s phone, 
according to police.

They got nothing.
But all of a sudden, the 

round dot that signified 
the stolen phone’s location 
popped onto the screen 
of an officer’s iPhone. It 
was moving quickly down 
Roosevelt Avenue, accord-
ing to Capt. Tommy Ng, ex-
ecutive officer at the 109th 
Precinct, leading him to be-
lieve the suspect was riding 
on the No. 7 train with the 
stolen phone.

The officers jumped in 
their cars, taking the wom-
an with them, and began 
chasing down the train, 
which had originated in 
Flushing, emerged from 
the tunnel and was heading 
west above ground.

As the police, who 

included Officers Herbin, 
Tsang and Hamid and Sgt. 
Pilla, began to catch up to 
the subway, Ng called the 
NYPD’s transit division 
and instructed them to 
hold the train at the corner 
of Junction Boulevard and 
Roosevelt Avenue in Coro-
na, he said.

The engineer of the 
train pulled the first car 
into the station, where of-
ficers boarded and began 
combing the different cars, 
according to Ng.

Herbin recognized a 
man who had been previ-
ously arrested in Flush-
ing, according to police. He 
called the stolen number, 
which allegedly rang in the 
man’s pocket.

He was promptly ar-
rested.

“The majority of the 
grand larceny crimes are 
driven by electronics,” Ng 
said. “Having the iPhone 
tracking software installed 
will assist the Police De-
partment in finding the 
bad guy more quickly.”

Last summer, the 
109th set up a table along 

Main Street in Flushing to 
encourage residents to reg-
ister their devices with the 
software.

“At night around here, 
the iPhone is like a beacon 
for criminals,” Inspector 
Brian Maguire, command-
ing officer at the precinct, 
told TimesLedger Newspa-
pers at the time. “It’s one of 
the biggest targets.”

Citywide, the NYPD 
began working with Apple 
earlier this year to try and 
track down stolen merchan-
dise, according to a report 
in the New York Post.

“We’re looking for 
ways to find individuals 
who have stolen Apple 
products and return the 
products to their original 
owners,” NYPD spokesman 
Paul Browne told the Post. 
“It is being done to learn 
the pattern who is steal-
ing.”

In one case, a stolen 
iPad was tracked to the Do-
minican Republic, where 
an NYPD intelligence cop 
assigned to Santo Domingo 
helped get it back, the Post 
reported.

Continued from Page 1 

iPhone

thons in total, said he heard 
only one of the two blasts 
but an unsettled feeling de-
veloped in his stomach. He 
glanced at several police 
officers on the street cor-
ner, and they also seemed 
alarmed by the noise.

Gunther had met up 
with his wife and parents 
and was walking near the 
finish line at the time of the 
blasts.

“We heard two booms, 
and my mom said, ‘Is that an 
explosion?’” said Gunther, 
who shrugged off the noise. 
After returning to his hotel 
room, he saw news about 
the explosions on TV.

“We have been glued 
to our phones ever since,” 
he said by phone on the ride 
back to New York.

Gunther, 28, who was 
running his seventh mara-
thon, said he eerily thought 
while jammed into the 
packed staging area, “What 
if something bad were to 
happen?”

But both Astoria resi-
dents said the explosions 
would not keep them from 
running in future mara-
thons.

Kew Gardens resident 
William Reilly, also known 
as Backward Bill, was un-
injured in the blasts, ac-
cording to a consulting 
company that had worked 
with him.

Reilly, who suffers 
from cerebral palsy, has 

competed in more than 28 
marathons in his wheel-
chair, riding backward and 
pushing with his feet. Ac-
cording to the marathon’s 
website, he had not finished 
the race when the bombs 
went off.

Throughout the city 
this week, the NYPD 
ramped up a visible police 
presence at major tran-
sit hubs, including Grand 
Central and Penn stations. 
A terminal at LaGuardia 
Airport was evacuated 
Tuesday following reports 
of suspicious wiring pro-
truding from a fluorescent 
light fixture, according to 
the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey. It 
turned out to be harmless 
and the terminal was re-
opened an hour later, the 
Port Authority said. “We’re 
stepping up security at ho-
tels and other prominent lo-
cations in the city through 
deployment of the NYPD’s 
critical response vehicles 
until more about the explo-
sion is learned,” said Paul 
Browne, the NYPD’s chief 
spokesman.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said via its official Twit-
ter feed it was beefing up 
the MTA police presence 
on Metro-North and Long 
Island railroad lines and 
confirmed that the NYPD 
was keeping a close watch 
on the city’s subways.

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone (D-Astoria) said the 
bombings in Boston illus-
trated the need for more po-
lice officers in New York.

“We should never have 

allowed our police force to 
reach the staffing level it 
has now,” he said. “We had 
41,000 cops in 2001 and now 
we have under 35,000 and 
we are the safest big city, 
but we would be safer with 
more police officers.”

Hauck and Gunther 
said many of their friends 
and family have been con-
tacting them in the after-
math to make sure they 
were OK.

“I seemed to have the 
information before most of 
my friends had heard the 
news,” Hauck wrote in an 
e-mail. “I texted, tweeted, 
e-mailed and did maybe a 
few phone calls.”

Gunther updated his 
Facebook status to alert 
loved ones that he was safe.

“It’s saddening and an-
gering, it’s attacking pre-
sumably innocent people,” 
Hauck said.

Back home in Long Is-
land City after hitching a 
ride with friends, Macari 
expressed sadness for the 
innocent people lost and 
maimed in the attack, while 
wondering what might have 
been had he crossed the fin-
ish line a little later.

“Just to think I ran 
by that very spot. I ran 
through that finish line,” 
he said. “If the timing had 
been different, it could have 
been me.”

Reach the newsroom by 
e-mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4545.

Continued from Page 5

Marathon

Continued from Page 4
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Dylan Lawrence 

can block everything out 
when he is on the pitcher’s 
mound: the noise of the 
crowd, the pressure of the 
moment and, most impor-
tantly, the gut-wrenching 
pain left from holding dy-
ing friend Daniel Fernan-
dez in his arms.

Lawrence, a junior 
pitcher at St. Francis Prep, 
was on the party bus bound 
for a Sweet 16 in New Jer-
sey Aug. 31 when the 
16-year-old Fernandez, his 
close friend and fellow SFP 
student, stuck his head out 
of an emergency hatch and 
hit it on the underside of 
an overpass. He died later 
that night from the severe 
injuries.

Lawrence and another 
friend reacted courageous-
ly in the moment and car-
ried Fernandez off the bus 
in hopes he would be OK.

“Everyone was in 
shock,” Lawrence said. 
“Then everyone’s instincts 
took over. We had to do 
what was right to get him 
out, hopefully save him.”

It’s been a tough road 
back for Lawrence, one of 
the Terriers’ top starters. 
He had trouble focusing 
weeks after Fernandez’s 
death. He watched his 
grades slip and attended 
therapy sessions for two 
months. His biggest escape 
was baseball and pitching 
for the Bayside Yankees in 
the fall and the Terriers 
this spring.

“The doctor said to 
him, ‘When you are on the 
mound, are you focused?’” 
his mother Laura said. “He 
said, ‘Absolutely.’”

Lawrence said things 
are different on the mound. 
He has to be in total con-
trol of his emotions and his 
pitches if he wants to suc-
ceed.

“I can’t hear any-
thing,” said Lawrence, a 
Middle Village native. “It’s 
all concentrated toward the 
catcher and the hitter.”

He put that poise on 
display in SFP’s 2-1 win 
over host Monsignor Mc-
Clancy April 15. Lawrence, 
in his second start of the 
year, tossed a complete 
game three-hitter, allowing 
just one earned run, strik-
ing out five and walking 
two.

The gritty righty, who 
has interest from Boston 
College, Stanford, Rhode 
Island and Kansas, among 
others, stranded runners in 
four different innings, in-
cluding two in the seventh. 
He mixed his mid-80s sink-
ing fastball with a strong 
slider and curve.

“He has a great com-
petitive spirit,” St. Francis 
Prep Coach Brother Robert 
Kent said. “He concentrates 
when it gets tough.”

The emotions sur-
rounding Fernandez’s 
death were brought to the 
forefront again just a few 
weeks ago for the sixth-
month anniversary March 
31. Lawrence handled it 
better than expected as he 
was one of the few kids who 
went over to hug Fernan-
dez’s parents during mass 
at the school. It was a posi-
tive sign.

“It was hard to help 
him,” Laura Lawrence said. 
“It affected all of us very, 
very much. It’s hard to help 
someone when you feel the 
pain, too, but I think he is 
going to be all right.”

Her son grew close to 
Fernandez, a Woodside na-
tive, starting as freshmen. 
They would often ride the 
Q88 bus together. Lawrence 
described his friend as a 
happy kid who made every-
thing fun. He tries keeping 
that spirit alive, but also 
learned from the events on 
the party bus.

“I’m more cautious 
and safe, always thinking 
things out, making the best 
decision, what’s smart,” he 
said.

Lawrence and the 
baseball team have already 
decided they will keep 
Fernandez’s memory with 
them this season. They say 
his name during their pre-
game prayer. Kent said they 
don’t talk about Fernandez, 
but his memory is always 
with his players.

The team, especially 
Lawrence, wants to win the 
CHSAA city title with him 
in mind to further help the 
healing.

“We would do it for 
Dan,” Lawrence said. “It 
would be great. We all 
think we can do it.”

Prep pitcher fi nds solace
Lawrence takes mound to heal after holding dying friend in arms

BY MIKE MORTON AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Forest Hills’ Felipe 

Yanez surprised everyone 
with his blistering times at 
the Mayor’s Cup.

Well, everyone but 
himself.

The senior returned 
to the track Saturday at 
Icahn Stadium after not 
being able to compete dur-
ing the indoor season be-
cause of injuries suffered 
to both knees in the PSAL 
cross-country city champi-
onships. He went on to win 
the 800 meters and place 
second in the 1,P600.

“I was really upset be-
cause the whole year deal-
ing with injuries I couldn’t 
run at all,” Yanez said. “So 
(now being) outdoors, this 
is my season. I’m a senior, 
this is my last season, I have 
to give all that I have.”

He started the day by 
completely dominating the 
field in the 800, winning 
in a time of 1:55.8. He only 
qualified for Section 3 be-
cause he usually does not 
compete in the race, which 
saddened him because he 
thought he deserved to be 
in a more competitive sec-
tion.

That did not stop Ya-
nez from giving everything 
he had, however.

“I was really upset, be-
cause of the low section,” he 
said. “I was like, you know 
what? I’m just going to do 
well. It doesn’t matter what 
section you are, just run.”

Yanez closed the day 
finishing second in the 
1,600 with a mark of 4:28.09, 
less than two seconds be-
hind the leader. He decided 
to run the race despite be-
ing fatigued from the 800 
and this being his first com-
petitive meet in months.

“It’s one of those days 
where you think you can do 
everything and you try, but 
it’s not what you [thought] 
was gonna happen,” Ya-
nez said. “I was tired, but I 
didn’t give up.”

Forest Hills teammate 
Oghenakpob Efekoro added 
to Forest Hills’ awards at 
the meet. The junior won 
the shot put with a toss of 
51 feet 4.25 inches to claim 
his first gold medal. It only 
shows his growth after plac-
ing second in the event the 
indoor city championships 
in March.

Efekoro’s goal isn’t just 
to win medals, but to be the 
best at the school. He was 
hoping to break the Forest 
Hills record of 52-2.50 at the 
Mayor’s Cup, but believes 
it’s going to be his eventu-
ally.

Track stars win 
for Forest Hills

Felipe Yanez, of Forest Hills High School, runs in the boys’ 1600-me-
ter race, where he took second place at the 2013 NYC Mayor’s Cup. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 52
St. Francis Preparatory pitcher Dylan Lawrence prepares to release the ball during a game against 
McClancy. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 

2011 INFINITI FX35
$315buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#75345. 39k miles. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REFUND

NO RAIN OR SNOW WILL STOP US! WE ARE OPEN!

DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND
MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy Impala, 148k  62653 $3,995
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
  2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
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Alexa Rosella fully un-
derstood the task she would 
take on when she accepted 
the job of head coach of the 
Christ the King’s girls’ soft-
ball team.

The former Stella 
Maris standout, who played 
her college ball at Concor-
dia, was the school’s junior 
varsity coach the year pri-
or. She watched the varsity 
struggle mightily under 
first-year head man Bobby 
Suarez, who the school 
parted ways with in search 
of a new direction, accord-
ing to athletic director Bob 
Mackey.

The Royals have been 
near the bottom of CHSAA 

Brooklyn/Queens in recent 
years. Rosella embraced the 
opportunity given to her.

“I knew it was going 
to be a challenge,” said the 
24-year-old former pitcher/
outfielder. “I remember 
playing them in high school 
and they weren’t always 
that strong, so I knew that 
I had my hands full.”

Rosella, along with 
assistant Coach Samantha 
Ortiz, has already made 
an immediate impact with 
her attention to detail and 
discipline that has given 
the young Royals a new 
focus. Rosella has tried to 
make her practices similar 
to ones she experienced in 
college. The added work 
has especially helped in 
the field. Errors that have 
plagued Christ the King in 
recent years, turning close 
games into routs, haven’t 
been the case so far this 
season.

“I guess I am a little 
harder on them than the 
coach was last year,” Ro-
sella said. “They are stick-
ing to it more. They are 
working harder. It’s actu-
ally them.”

Junior centerfielder 
Destiny Marino said Ro-
sella promised them in the 
beginning of the year that 
if they listened to her they 
would get far this season. 
The Royals already own a 
win over Mary Louis and 
lost close games to St. Fran-
cis Prep and Fontbonne 
Hall. These were teams that 
used to  rule them in the 
past; now the players feel 
like they are competing.

“She (Rosella) knows 
what she is talking about,” 
senior Amanda Gauthier 
said. “She’s smart.”

Christ the King has 
just three seniors and is 
filled with youth who are 
going to take time to de-

velop, starting with sopho-
more ace and No. 3 hitter 
Katelyn Finneran. Cleanup 
hitter and catcher Jessica 
Vieitez is up from the ju-
nior varsity along with 
fellow starters Amberi Hi-
dalgo and Desirey Reyes. 
Because they are a young 
team it means things could 
only get better as the sea-
son goes on.

“We just need our bats 
to wake up,” Marino said.

Rosella understands 
that truly turning things 
around isn’t an overnight 
job and she prefers growing 
a program from the ground 
up.

“I told them it’s going 
to take a while to build up 
the program into some-
thing that you want it to 
be,” Rosella said. “You start 
here and work hard now, 
eventually it will come.”

Thanks to her, it has 
started already.
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Severe practices patience while choosing college
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Jon Severe ignored 

the cheers and chants 
from a special section di-
rectly behind the basket 
at the Barclays Center.

More than a dozen 
members of his family 
turned out to watch the 
Christ the King boys’ 
basketball star compete 
in the regional senior all-
star game at the Jordan 
Classic Saturday night. 
At one point late in game, 
they began yelling out 
“Jon” loud enough for the 
whole area to hear. Severe 
chuckled with the referee 
next to him.

“It was funny,” Se-
vere said. “I acted like I 
didn’t hear them, but I 
heard them.”

He dropped in 16 
points and grabbed five 
assists to help lead the 
White Team, made up of 
New York City stars, to a 
comeback win over their 
Black Team and Metro 

Area counterparts. It was 
a memorable night for 
Anna Johnson, Severe’s 
67-year-old grandmother, 
who he has lived with 
in Bushwick since the 

eighth-grade.
“It’s awesome,” she 

said. “I have no words. It’s 
an unexplainable feeling. 
He’s worked hard to get 
where he is right now.”

The accolades, the 
crowd and the attention, 
even from his family, 
don’t drive Severe. He just 
wants to win. Honors like 
being named the first New 
York State Mr. Basketball, 
given to the state’s top se-
nior, in the Middle Village 
school’s storied basketball 
history come with win-
ning.

So does interest from 
major Division I colleges. 
Severe is in the process of 
picking a college to play 
at next season with just 
months left in his senior 
year. He didn’t focus on it 
during the season as he led 
CK to the state Federation 
Class AA title, but has his 
choices down to West Vir-
ginia, Pittsburgh, Seton 
Hall, Duquesne, Ford-
ham and Wake Forest. He 
plans on picking at Christ 
the King’s awards night 
May 22.

“This will be the 
hardest decision of my life 
so I want to make the right 

decision,” Severe said.
The patience is some-

thing he picked up from 
Johnson, who he’s lived 
with since he moved back 
from  his mother’s in 
Florida. He’s always done 
things his way, usually 
different from the conven-
tional path. So far things, 
like waiting his turn and 
choosing not to transfer 
earlier in his career from 
CK in search of more play-
ing time, have worked out 
just fine, just as his grand-
mother predicted.

“I told him, ‘You 
know you have one more 
year. Next year you are 
going to shine. You are go-
ing to be a star,’” Johnson 
said.

Severe listened then 
and will again when it 
comes to picking a col-
lege.

“[My family] always 
tells me to follow my 
heart,” he said.

It’s been sound ad-
vice so far.

New softball coach takes on struggling Royals
Former Stella Maris, Concordia girls’ player up to challenge of rebuilding program of young players 

Christ the King’s Jon Severe drives to basket during the re-
gional game of the 2013 Jordan Brand Basketball Classic. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 49

All Queens

Alexa Rosella (r.) has become Christ the King’s head softball 
coach, after serving as junior varsity coach last year. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

“It’s a long season,” he 
said. “I have plenty of time. 
It’s inevitable.”

Notes: Cardozo’s Sa-
brina Southerland, who 
finished second in the 400 
meters at the Mayor’s Cup 
with 57.63, was there every 
step of the way as her broth-
er James, a Dozo alumnus, 
and Syracuse reached the 
Big East Tournament final 
and the school’s first Final 
Four since 2003.

“It’s great to watch 
him grow,” she said. “He’s 
really improved.”

She and her family sat 
right behind the Syracuse 
bench for the national semi-
finals loss to Michigan. The 
run came just as Sabrina 
ran the second fastest time 
ever by a high school ath-
lete indoors of 2:03.59, sec-
ond only to former Olympic 
medalist Mary Decker.

“People say they have 
sibling rivalries — that’s 
not us,” she said. “We just 
push each other.”
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bria Smith had a good 

feeling about this season 
before it even started.

The Louisville wom-
en’s basketball team’s 
sophomore guard and 
Christ the King alumna 
had a preseason premo-
nition. She said she told 
men’s team star and Arch-
bishop Molloy grad Russ 
Smith their off-season 
work would be worth it.

“We worked so hard,” 
she said. “In the summer I 
was telling him the sum-
mer is going to pay off.”

Smith couldn’t have 
been more right.

The Cardinals men 
went on to win in the na-
tional championship and 
the women made an un-
expected run to the title 
game before losing to the 
University of Connecticut. 
The two teams enjoyed a 
brother and sister-type of 
relationship during their 
runs.

The overall experi-
ence she said was some-
thing one only dreams of. 
Smith, who started every 
game this season, was 
overwhelmed by the sup-
port of the school’s fans 
during the tournament 
and the on-campus celebra-
tion when they returned.

“The campus was just 
crazy,” she said. “Every-
one was really supporting 
us. They had police actu-
ally have to put people off 
the street because they 
packed the street.”

Smith and the wom-
en’s team gave them plenty 
to be excited about by be-
coming the first team seed-
ed lower than four to reach 
the national title game. 
They did so by upsetting 
defending national cham-
pion Baylor and star Britt-
ney Griner in the Sweet 16 
and then beat Tennessee, 
which recruited Smith, to 
reach the Final Four. The 
win over Baylor is consid-
ered one of the bigger up-

sets in the history of the 
tournament.

“It just feels good to 
have that game as one of 
the games to go down in 
history,” Smith said.

She averaged 11.2 
points and 6.5 assists dur-
ing six NCAA tournament 
games. Her finest game of 
the run came in a semifi-
nal win over the Univer-
sity of California. Smith 
had 17 points and six re-
bounds.

The run isn’t the end 
of the line for Smith and 
this Louisville group. 
The Cardinals won’t lose 
a single starter and just 
two players who saw time 
won’t return.

“We are extremely 
hungry to get back to 
where we were just this 
past season and to accom-
plish our full goal to win 
the championship,” Smith 
said. “We know we have 
the players.”
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Youthful Cardozo lacrosse 
works with growing pains
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Cardozo’s Milana 

Larin knew she was in for 
a different season with her 
girls’ lacrosse team.

The Judges lost 17 se-
niors from a team that com-
peted with top teams in the 
PSAL Championship divi-
sion, but things have been 
better than expected as the 
programs looks to rebuild.

“I had a feeling our 
team had no chance and 
we were going to have a de-
velopmental group,” the se-
nior midfielder said. “I was 
completely wrong.”

Cardozo is 3-2 in the 
early season, but has strug-
gled against the league’s 
elite clubs, including a 10-5 
home loss to Midwood Fri-
day. Fourth-year Coach Lou 
Decicco knows it’s going to 
be an uphill climb with a 

team filled with freshman 
and sophomores to get the 
program back to where it 
was the last two years.

“We are starting soph-
omores, we are starting 
freshmen, there are juniors 
who have never had any 
game experience at all,” 
Decicco said. “It’s almost 
like a JV team at time, but 
they keep pushing.”

Raising the players’ 
confidence and lacrosse IQ 
is the first step. The Judges 
trailed Midwood 6-1 at the 
half before they made a 
push to rally late. Cardozo 
players were attacking the 
net with ferocity and mak-
ing the extra pass to set up 
scoring chances.

“They want to win 
and they will do whatever 
they have to do in practice 
to get better,” Decicco said. 
“I think you saw that in the 

second half. They came out 
in the second half and said 
they were not going to fold 
it up.”

Larin, who has 11 
goals and classmate Maria 
Iskaros led the inexperi-
enced group. Sophomore 
Valentina Fan and fresh-
man Maggie Rodriguez 
have impressed their team-
mates with how quickly 
they have picked them up 
and her leadership on the 
field. Sophomores Sherry 
Li and Jane Song have 
also been big contributors 
early.

The hope is that the 
growing pains of this year 
pay off down the road, much 
like they did for Cardozo 
last season with the senior 
group that left.

“In a year or two,” Lar-
in said. “These kids are go-
ing to be unstoppable.”

Cardozo’s Yikmunn Ong (l.) attacks the goal. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King Coach 

Joe Arbitello told anyone 
who would listen during 
the season that Malik Har-
mon was a Division I point 
guard.

Now he is.
“That was my main 

goal since I started to go to 
high school,” said Harmon, 
who played his travel ball 
with New Heights. “I was 
going to college regardless, 
but I just wanted a scholar-
ship to make it easy on my 
family.”

The senior has com-
mitted to play basketball at 
St. Francis College (Pa.) of 
the Northeast Conference 
next season. Harmon loved 
the smaller environment 
and felt comfortable at the 
school during his visit. 
Their loyalty was impor-
tant, as he was in search 
of a Division I offer from 
schools such as Vermont, 

Siena and St. Francis of 
Brooklyn, that were also 
interested. Harmon also 
had looks from Division II 
C.W. Post and Adelphi.

“They really wanted 
me,” Harmon said of St. 
Francis (Pa.). “They were 
one of the only schools that 
really wanted me badly .… 
I felt that’s a school that 
wants me so I would want 
them.”

Harmon, an All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, is coming off a big 
season with Christ the 
King. He was a key reason 
why the Royals claimed 
the CHSAA Class AA city 
title and the state Federa-
tion crown. Harmon, who 
ran the CK offense to per-
fection, scored 13 points 
in the state final win over 
Long Island Lutheran and 
scored the same, including 
game icing free throws, in 
the city semifinals against 

Cardinal Hayes.
Royals Butigian 

picks Wagner: Christ the 
King girls’ basketball for-
ward Taylor Butigian ver-
bally committed to play at 
Wagner College in the NEC 
next season. The senior 
had been looking at Divi-
sion II schools such as Holy 
Family until the Seahawks 
showed interest during the 
season.

“There was a time I 
didn’t think I could,  but I 
always had a feeling I could 
end up D-I (Division I),” she 
said.

Butigian, an All-
Queens second team selec-
tion by TimesLedger, hit it 
off with Wagner Coach Lisa 
Cermingnano. She said the 
Seahawks’ half-court of-
fensive style fit her game. 
Butigian joins Murry Berg-
traum’s Jasmine Nwajei 
and Medgar Evers’ Shakila 
Small in the incoming re-
cruiting class. 

CK star reaches NCAA fi nal

Christ the King’s Harmon 
commits with St. Francis
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

NO
TAX$159

$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

Sale Prices Valid April 1st through April 30th

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

(888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS

Starting at 

3695

1995 22

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

MASONRY

TL


