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The Queens man installed 

as a city Board of Elections com-
missioner during a political coup 
in January recently spoke to a 
Republican club about his tenu-
ous relationship with party lead-
ership and cleaning house at the 
board.

His speech took place against 
the backdrop of the ongoing tur-
moil within the Queens Republi-
can Party.

Michael Michel was ap-
pointed to a four-year term as the 
Queens GOP commissioner Jan. 
23 against the wishes of Queens 
Republican Party Chairman 
Phil Ragusa.  He replaced Judith 
Stupp.

The Democratic and Repub-
lican parties from each borough 
typically get to pick the 10 com-
missioners who run the board. 
But Ragusa missed a deadline, 
which allowed City Council-
men Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
James Oddo (R-Staten Island) and 
Vincent Ignizio (R-Staten Island) 
to install Michel instead.

“I take the job very serious-
ly,” Michel told a crowd of about 30 
people gathered at the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club meeting 
at Clearview Golf Course April 
17. “Some people are upset I took 
the job, some people are nervous I 
took the job.”

Michel is president of Christ 
the King High School, a parochial 
institution in Middle Village, and 
has strong ties to a faction of the 
Queens GOP at war with the cur-
rent leadership.

He was a staffer for former 
Councilman Tom Ognibene and 
was later hired in 2008 and 2009 
as Ognibene’s campaign consul-
tant, according to campaign fi-
nance data. Ognibene was the at-
torney of record for Michel after 
the Queens GOP tried to stop his 
appointment in court.

Michel was also paid by Ul-
rich’s campaign last year when 
the councilman ran for state Sen-
ate. Both Ognibene and Ulrich 
are outspoken critics of Ragusa, 
and Ulrich has repeatedly called 
for his ouster. Most recently, Ul-
rich and a list of other district 

BY PHIL CORSO

A city-based nonprofit 
has set its sights on parts 
of Astoria and Long Island 
City to combat rising tem-
peratures, armed with no 
more than buckets of white 
paint.

By resurfacing some of 

the borough’s blackest roof-
tops with a solar-reflective 
white coating, the environ-
mentally-focused White 
Roof Project has worked in 
conjunction with the city’s 
CoolRoofs initiative to re-
duce the sun’s strength in 
various hot spots through-
out the city — with parts 

of western Queens next in 
line.

Heather James, a 
board member at the White 
Roof Project, said Astoria 
landed on the group’s radar 
after heat-related deaths 
caused by power outages 
became noted problems in 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
A revamped probation program the city 

introduced in Jamaica over the summer is ex-
pected to branch out to Long Island City and Far 
Rockaway soon.

In July, officials cut the ribbon on the Neigh-

BY JOE ANUTA, RICH BOCKMANN 
AND STEVE MOSCO

 
Members of Queens’ Mus-

lim community said this week 
they had not experienced a back-
lash in the wake of the Boston 
Marathon bombings, but when-
ever an act of terrorism makes 
headlines, it puts them on edge.

“I have not noticed anything 
in the neighborhood. Everything 
seems to be normal and I am hop-
ing it stays this way,” said Imam 
Eden Djonovic, of the Albanian 
American Islamic Center of 
Queens in Ridgewood.

 With bombing suspect 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in custody 
a week after he and his brother, 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, allegedly 
detonated several explosive de-
vices at the marathon’s finish 
line, the national conversation 
has turned to what, if any, ties 
the two had to radical Islamic 
groups.

Tamerlan, who was killed 
in a shoot-out with police, was 
an avowed Muslim, news reports 
say, but his younger brother’s 

Probation Dept. asks families

to be part of Jamaica program

Boro Muslims
on alert after 

Boston attacks

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 12

White roofs planned in Astoria

Members of the White Roof Project 
douse a city rooftop in reflective paint 
to reduce the strength of the sun. 

Photo courtesy the White Roof Project

Queens GOP gets new brass
 Como named vice chairman to replace Tabone amid party turmoil

GARBAGE BUSTERS

Anna Goldberg, 10, helps her father Matt remove pieces of tires from 
Udalls Cove during a cleanup of the area in Douglaston.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Jamaica 
Park 
DENTAL
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718)657-5100           

$200
TAKE HOME 
ZOOM 

WHITENING
Offer cannot be combined.

$650
NEW FLEXIBLE 

DENTURE
Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

$600
NEW ACRYLIC 

DENTURES
Full or Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

Late Evening Hours - Wednesday and Thursday 8am-8pm
AOA Sterilization procedure strictly followed

We accept these and many other major insurances: Metlife, Delta, Aetna, Guardian, Cigna, UFT, PBA, United Healthcare, Medicaid, Health First, GHI, 
CSEA, Fidelis, Neighborhood, 1199, DC37, Blue Cross, Healthplex, Columbia Dental, Qualident, Eastern Dental, Signature, SIDS and many other union 
plans. Call to find out.

 Replace your missing   
 teeth with Implant 
 supported permanent   
 Bridge
 $1,699 includes the implant  
 abutment and the ceramic  
 crown (all made in USA)

 Fix your smile with all 
 ceramic crowns or 
 laminates for 
 $600 per tooth.

Get red off your lose 
 dentures with Implant 
 supported dentures

Full Mouth Dental 
 Rehabilitations 
 with Dental Implant

 FREE CONSULTATION

All Phases of Dentistry including Filling, Implants, 
Cosmetic, Root Canal, Crown and Dentures

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawmakers kicked off 
the expansion of the Kew 
Garden Hills library last 
Friday as part of a decade-
long capital spending boom 
that has forged ahead de-
spite budget cuts to operat-
ing costs.

The $10 million project 
will completely transform 
the book lending institu-
tion, at 72-33 Vleigh Place, 
by expanding its footprint 
by 3,000-square feet and 
building a new, stylish front 
facade and entryway. The 
refurbished building will 
feature twice the number 
of computers, an expanded 
meeting room, a state-of-
the-art self-checkout sys-
tem and round-the-clock 
check-in, a library spokes-
woman said.

The refurbished space 
is set to open in 2015. In the 
meantime, library patrons 
will have access to a tem-
porary lending location at 
71-35 Main St., across the 

street.
The library’s overhaul 

is part of a capital spending 
boom that began nearly a 
decade ago, according to 
Thomas Galante, president 
of Queens Library.

In the last nine years, 

the Queens Public Library 
has secured $300 million in 
capital money from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, the 
borough president and the 
borough’s City Council del-
egation, some of which is 
still wending its way into 

the system’s coffers, Gal-
ante said. The boom repre-
sents about five to six times 
the historical funding level, 
according to Galante.

“This is more than 
we’ve had in the last 30 
years,” he said. “With capi-

tal funding, we’ve had good 
success.” 

Borough President 
Helen Marshall allocated $8 
million for the Kew Gardens 
Hills library expansion — a 
pet project of the late activ-
ist Pat Dolan, whose face 
adorns a plaque inside the 
building. City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone) and Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Electchester) 
also chipped in.

Overall, Marshall has 
allocated $117 million to 
borough libraries since 
taking office more than 12 
years ago, her office said.

But the borough, and 
libraries in general, have 
been suffering from cuts to 
their operating budgets.

Queens Library is 
primarily funded by the 
city, according to Galante, 
with a small percentage of 
funds coming from state or 
federal sources. This year, 
the borough library system 

is set to lose $30 million in 
operating costs, according 
to Galante, in what has be-
come a routine round of an-
nual belt tightening on the 
city level.

These cuts in operat-
ing costs have translated 
to a drop in service hours 
over the years. 

So while the capital 
expenditure boom has re-
sulted in 10 to 15 complete 
library renovations, ac-
cording to Galante, many 
libraries cannot afford 
to stay open seven days a 
week.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), a former employee of 
the library, said the oper-
ating budget needs to keep 
pace with the capital bud-
get. 

“We should not subject 
staff to fluctuations like 
that,” he said. “There is no 
point in having additional 
space unless you can staff 
it.”

Kew Gardens Hills library rehab part of building spurt in system

Lawmakers and representatives from the Queens Public Library and city wield ceremonial shovels at 
a ground breaking ceremony. Photo by Joe Anuta



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
PR. 28, 2013

11

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Queens was once home 
to hundreds of thousands of 
acres of wetlands, but now 
conservationists actively 
work to hang on to the last 
shreds of natural beauty in 
the concrete borough.

The environment lost 
one of those conservation-
ists in 2011, when Kew 
Gardens Hills resident and 
head of the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Conser-
vancy Pat Dolan was killed 
after she was struck by a 
car on Union Turnpike.

Dolan led tours 
through the borough’s wet-
lands, sat in bird blinds 
with elected officials and 
tirelessly advocated for 
shoreline and wildlife im-
provements. The late out-
door advocate’s efforts were 
recognized this week after 
the city Parks Department 
renamed a trail around 
Flushing’s Willow Lake in 
her honor.

Janice Melnick, a for-
mer northeast Queens city 
parks administrator and 
current head of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
called Dolan a stalwart de-
fender of city parks and a 
nature lover.

“She loved to bird 

watch and to examine the 
plant life,” said Melnick 
from the entrance to the 
trail in Al Mauro Play-
ground, at Park Drive East 
and 73rd Terrace. “It is a 
testament to her efforts 
that so many people are 
here today.”

On hand at the dedi-
cation were members of 
the community who expe-
rienced Dolan’s dedicated 
spirit as well as elected of-
ficials, including U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
City Comptroller John Liu, 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) and Dolan’s 
longtime friend, Borough 
President Helen Marshall.

Marshall said Dolan, 
who often chided elected of-
ficials for not working hard 
enough, possessed a style 
all her own and a charm 
just below the surface.

“I’m honored to call 
her a friend and I know she 
is looking down on us now,” 
Marshall said. “We should 
continue to honor her by 
endeavoring to make our 
community a better place 
to live and to work.”

Many at the dedication 

related personal stories 
of their experiences with 
the nature-loving Dolan. 
Simanowitz recalled trek-
king through mud to reach 
one of Dolan’s cherished 
bird blinds along the Wil-
low Lake trail.

The assemblyman re-
membered Dolan pointing 
out birds and naming each 
one while he tried in vain 
to spot a single bird for 
close to an hour.

“You haven’t lived un-
til you’ve spent 45 minutes 
in a bird blind with Pat,” he 
said. “Today is a reminder 
of how much she cared 
about the parks and this 
community.”

Norma Stegmaier, 
secretary of the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park Con-
servancy and a close friend 
of Dolan’s, said the avid 
gardener planted a germ 
of an idea in the hearts of 
Queens leadership to keep 
city parks a strong asset to 
the borough.

“She wanted to create, 
enrich and preserve the 
parks so everyone could en-
joy them,” she said. “With 
her help, we can all come 
here for something green 
and something beautiful.”

Elected officials and friends of the late Pat Dolan unveil a sign officially renaming a nature trail at 
Willow Lake in her honor. Photo by Steve Mosco

Willow Lake walk bears 
name of late Pat Dolan
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views on the religion are 
still not clear. The broth-
ers’ background — ethnic 
Chechens who emigrated 
from Kyrgyzstan — have 
only fueled perceptions of 
them as outsiders.

Djonovic said whatev-
er the brothers’ religious 
affiliations, he identified 
first with the victims.

“When I realized what 
had happened and who 
was responsible for the at-
tacks, I related to the vic-
tims. I think terrorists do 
not belong to any religion 
or to any community,” he 
said. “I always feel bad 
and am always shocked 
when I hear about these 
kinds of things happening 
with Muslims. And hon-
estly, before the identity of 
these men was revealed, I 
prayed that they were not 
Muslim because it is very 
hard for us.”

And while the NYPD’s 
Hate Crimes Task Force is 
investigating the assault 
 of a Bangladeshi man who 
was beaten in the Bronx 
hours after the bombings 
allegedly by a Hispanic 
male who made anti-Mus-

lim statements, it appears 
Queens has so far been 
spared any such incidents.

Imam Shamsi Ali, 
chairman of the Al-Hik-
mah Mosque in Astoria 
and director of the Jamaica 
Muslim Center in Queens, 
said he had not heard of 
any incidences of physi-
cal violence in Queens, but 
had been told about some 
women who were verbally 
attacked in Astoria.

“I simply hope that 
this is temporary, and I 
hope that we will become 
more mature in the wake 
of a tragedy like this,” he 
said.

Djonovic said that 
while Ridgewood’s Mus-
lims and the broader 
community generally get 
along well , the peace can 

feel fragile.
“The backbone of the 

Muslim religion is trust-
worthiness and peace. But 
now, people connect vio-
lent acts with Islam. These 
terrorists, they do not be-
lieve in Islam,” he said. 
“My words are weaker 
than someone else’s deeds. 
We try to get the real inter-
pretation of Islam across 
and if it doesn’t work, I try 
again. I take it as a chal-
lenge. We have to work 10 
times harder than other 
missionaries. Sometimes I 
feel like I am weak and my 
voice is not strong enough, 
but I try. It is all I can do.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

leaders signed a petition 
politely asking Ragusa to 
step down.

But the chairman ap-
pears to be holding strong, 
and Wednesday evening 
he appointed former City 
Councilman and lawyer 
Anthony Como as his vice 
chairman.

“During this impor-
tant election year, we need 
to run competitive races 
to ensure that NYC doesn’t 
become a one-party town,” 
Ragusa said in a statement.

At last week’s GOP 
meeting, Michel told the 
crowd he had not talked 
with the current Queens 
Republican Party leader-
ship in seven years.

“They can call me any-
time they want,” he said.

But the longtime Mid-
dle Village resident sought 

to dispel any rumors that 
he was controlled by the in-
surgent party he is tied to.

“One of the things that 
people said is, ‘I might be 
controlled by people,’” he 
told the crowd. “My wife 
controls me, that’s about 
it.”

The GOPer, who served 
on the city’s redistricting 
commission a decade ago, 
said he will listen to any-
one and everyone, and chal-
lenged critics to provide 
proof of any bias.

The board is a main 
source of patronage jobs 
doled out to loyalists in both 
the GOP and Democratic 
Party. Michel’s appoint-
ment is thought by many in 
GOP circles to shift the bal-
ance of power away from 
the current leadership. 
Several employees have al-
ready either been axed or 
have resigned, including 

Queens Republican Party 
Executive Director Robert 
Hornak, who quit in early 
April.  The departures had 
nothing to do with the res-
ignation of Vincent Tabone, 
the vice chairman, who 
was indicted on corruption 
charges last Thursday.

“I did not fire people,” 
Michel told one inquisi-
tor at the meeting. “What 
happened was if someone 
doesn’t do the job, then they 
don’t deserve the job.”

Michel portrayed 
himself as a fair boss who 
hoped to streamline opera-
tions at the board and help 
members of the party, re-
gardless of which faction 
they came from.

“I want to give the 
power to the district lead-
ers and the people at the 
bottom,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

borhood Opportunity Net-
work center — NeON, as it 
is called — located in the 
city Department of Proba-
tion’s office, at 162-24 Ja-
maica Ave. The center, the 
third to be opened in the 
city, is part of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s Young 
Men’s Initiative: a public/
private partnership devel-

oped to enhance oppor-
tunities for young black 
and Hispanic men, a large 
component of which was 
an overhaul of the city’s 
probation programs.

“Adult probation has 
decided to no longer just 
work with the probation-
er,” NeON supervisor Cris-
tle Bonner-Griffin told Ja-
maica’s Community Board 
12 last week. “We are now 
working with the families 
because now we’ve come 

to realize we can change 
the probationer and if the 
family is still existing in 
their own way, our proba-
tioner is just going to fall 
back into the same family 
thing.”

Working with part-
ners that provide services 
such as health care and 
GED training, the pro-
gram can provide the 
same services to family 
members that are avail-
able to probationers.

the past, including a wide-
spread blackout affecting 
more than 170,000 residents 
in 2006. The blackout dark-
ened the parts of the north-
east and the city.

The group teamed up 
with neighborhood spon-
sors USPowerGen and 
Great White Coatings to 
identify some of the most 
vulnerable buildings in the 
borough.

“Any measures that we 
can take to reduce energy 
consumption in the neigh-
borhood are important to 
reducing the risk of such 
brownouts during peak 
load times,” James said. 

“White roofing is one such 
measure. The neighbor-
hood also has a number of 
low-rise, flat-roofed build-
ings — good candidates for 
white roofing — and has 
been a victim of environ-
mental injustice due to the 
importance of its location 
to power transmission ser-
vices.”

A 2006 report released 
by the New York State En-
ergy Research and Devel-
opment Authority showed 
that neighborhoods like 
Long Island City were some 
of the city’s hottest areas 
during the daytime. The re-
port identified parts of the 
city most affected by urban 
heat — a problem usually 
found in dense neighbor-
hoods with an abundance 
of tar rooftops and heat-ab-

sorbing blacktop on build-
ings and streets.

And with summer 
just months away and 2012 
in the books as the hottest 
year on record for the con-
tinental United States, City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) said whiter 
rooftops were just what his 
part of town needed to save 
money and resources.

The councilman 
signed on to the cause along 
with state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) when 
the White Roof Project so-
licited community input 
with plans to move into the 
borough and white-out low-
income buildings and non-
profits.

Board of Elections Commissioner Michael Michel addresses the Northeast Queens Republican Club. 
Photo by Steven Malecki

GOP turmoil

Muslims Roof

Probation

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Imam Moulana Mirza Abu Zafar Beg leads a prayer at Jamaica HS 
in Queens as Muslims celebrate Eid, the end of Ramadan.
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Time for 
our hair cut...

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Come see our 
woolly sheep go 
from shaggy to 
shorn while you 

enjoy wool spinning 
demonstrations, 
crafts, games 

& more!

queenszoo.com

MAY 4 & 5

Photo©WCS

BY STEVE MOSCO

Park advocates have 
no love for a proposed ten-
nis center expansion in 
Flushing. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) joined mem-
bers of New York City Park 
Advocates and the Queens 
Civic Congress to protest 
the proposed expansion of 
the United States Tennis 
Association’s facility in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park this week.

“Parkland is for the 
people,” said Avella. “This 
has to stop and it has to stop 
here.”

The proposed expan-
sion of the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center 
would require 0.68 acres of 
parkland to be permanent-
ly turned over to the USTA, 
in addition to the 42 acres 
of parkland it currently 
possesses. Avella said the 
expansion would take  park-
land without replacing it, 

thereby robbing the com-
munity of greenspace.

“To a lot of people in 
the community, this is their 
backyard,” he said. “Flush-
ing Corona Park is being 
treated like a stepchild. I 
don’t get it. Tremendous 

amounts of people use this 
park to play and relax.”

The proposed project 
would rebuild one stadium, 
construct another and put 
in two parking garages on 
top of current asphalt lots. 
The USTA said this project 

would require it to encroach 
on close to 30 feet of what is 
currently parkland.

But the sliver of land 
in question is mostly an ex-
isting asphalt road, accord-
ing to Daniel Zausner, chief 
operating officer of the Na-
tional Tennis Center.

“Our goal is to contin-
ue to be a good steward of 
the park and a good neigh-
bor and community part-
ner,” Zausner said. “Under-
standing that every inch of 
parkland is precious, our 
plan calls for the minimum 
amount of additional park-
land possible, 0.68 acres, 
to complete the needed up-
grades to the NTC.”

Zausner added that the 
USTA has no plans for any 
additional expansion.

Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates, 
contended the amount of 
parkland required by the 
USTA for this project is ir-
relevant. If it gets the land, 
he believes chances are it 

will keep coming back for 
more.

“The USTA has failed 
to recognize the gift given 
to them by the city,” Croft 
said. “Instead, they con-
stantly want more. We don’t 
need 400 trees removed 
from the park.”

Croft said the USTA’s 
project in conjunction with 
the proposed construction 
of a Major League Soccer 
stadium and a large mall 
as part of the Willets Point 
development, would con-
stitute perhaps the biggest 
land grab for parkland not 
only in Queens but also in 
the entire city.

“The USTA’s project 
is the smallest, but it is no 
less important to stop,” he 
said.

Some civic members 
attending the rally said the 
city’s willingness to fork 
over Flushing parkland 
speaks to a much larger 
problem the borough con-
stantly faces.

“The city does not 
care about this park or 
Queens and the evidence 
is piling up,” said Robert 
Holden, president of the 
Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation. “Look at the 
crumbling New York State 
Pavilion. That should be 
landmarked, yet it’s falling 
apart. When the US Open 
comes to Flushing, the city 
allows hundreds of cars to 
park on the grass. How is 
that good for the park?”

Avella agreed and said 
that other city parks would 
never be treated in this 
manner.

“You try to do this in 
Prospect Park in Brook-
ing or in Central Park, you 
wouldn’t even get a foot in 
the door,” he said. “When 
it comes to Queens, the city 
has never met a develop-
ment project it didn’t like.”

Group rallies against Tennis Center expansion

State Sen. Tony Avella leads a coalition of residents and park ad-
vocates in a rally against the United States Tennis Association’s 
planned expansion of the tennis center. Photo by Steve Mosco

www.TimesLedger.com
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WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

Wedding
Bands 

 from

$499*

*Offer expires 4.30.13

The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com

Our Jeweler has 44 Years of Expert Experience

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into Custom Designed 
Jewelry to Fit any Budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum Jewelry Repair on the Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing While You Wait. 
Viewing Permitted

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, 
MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC.

OKG: Where Excellence 
& Quality Excel

“WE’RE 
BEST AT”

Designing & Redesigning 
Your Old Jewelry at 

UNBEATABLE PRICES!

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?
FREE PRONG TIGHTENING

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 4.30.13
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 
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FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 

THE 2013 

ESTATE TAX LAW 

CHANGES
Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 

Mistakes That Could Cost Your 
Family Everything!

Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 
and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
HOWARD BEACH

Tuesday, May 7th, 2013
10:00 A.M. 

Vetro Restaurant
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

GLENDALE
Tuesday, May 7th, 2013

3:00 P.M.
Atlas Park Community Room

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312
(Near Simply Fondue)

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday, May 8th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Douglaston Club
600 West Drive

COLLEGE POINT
Wednesday May 8th, 2013

6:30 P.M.  
Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Boulevard

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, May 11th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city is pumping 
money into the recon-
struction of two Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
soccer fields that lie in the 
footprint of a  25,000-seat 
stadium proposed by Ma-
jor League Soccer, raising 
questions about the future 
of the professional sports 
arena.

Park advocates are 
wondering why the city is 
willing to waste millions of 
dollars on the fields if the 
plan later goes through.

Two fields, roughly 
north and east of the Pool of 
Industry, are two of three 
pitches the city Parks De-
partment is refurbishing 
to the tune of $2.8 million, 
which will fund replace-
ment artificial turf, new 
landscaping and repainted 
goals and bleachers, ac-
cording to Parks.

The fields, which rep-
resent $2 million of the cost, 
also happen to on the site of 
a 13-acre stadium that Ma-
jor League Soccer has pro-
posed for the park.

Should the sports com-
plex go according to plan, 
the fields would have to be 
ripped up and replaced by 
MLS, essentially meaning 
that Parks wasted a portion 
of the cash.

A confidential plan 
provided to TimesLedger 
Newspapers in February 
shows the stadium may sit 
on a large, grassy mound 
that planners dubbed a 
publicly accessible berm. 
This mound would extend 
beyond the immediate foot-
print of the stadium to en-
compass two-thirds of the 
$2.8 million project.

Parks said discussions 
between the city and the 
league are ongoing.

But the city thought 

it would be unfair to delay 
the much-needed renova-
tions until an agreement 
and a proposal are ironed 

out, which only then would 
usher in the many public 
reviews and approvals that 
the project would require, a 

Parks spokesman said.
Instead, the fields will 

be open for public use by 
late spring or early sum-
mer, Parks said, and the 
future of the fields will be 
dealt with when and if an 
MLS plan advances. 

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) allocated the 
money for the projects and 
said repairs are needed 
now for the residents who 
play soccer on the fields.

That did not sit well 
with Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates.

“It’s completely absurd 
that they are flushing that 
money down the toilet if 
they are just going to tear 
them up again,” Croft said.

An MLS spokeswoman 
said only that the league 
continues to be in active 
and productive discussions 
with the city. But another 
park advocacy group said 

building the stadium now 
would not make sense after 
Ferreras’ capital invest-
ment.

“It’s great news for the 
community that the city 
is finally improving these 
fields. Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park is the only 
major park for our neigh-
borhoods and tens of thou-
sands of people come to play 
soccer here every week-
end,” said Will Sweeney 
of the Fairness Coalition. 
“Tearing up these newly 
improved public soccer 
fields to build a private, for-
profit stadium would be a 
massive waste of millions 
of taxpayer dollars and an 
outrageous corporate give-
away.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

City refurbishes soccer fi elds on MLS site

Soccer field construction begins in the same area where a stadi-
um is being proposed. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 More than two dozen 

teams of excited students 
attempted with varying 
degrees of success to tra-
verse the pool at the Ja-
maica High School cam-
pus last week in cardboard 
boats held together with 
duct tape.

“I think it’s kind of 
the fun of it, the anticipa-
tion,” said engineering 
teacher Suman Sabastin, 
who traveled with her 
team from the A. Philip 
Randolph Campus HS in 
Harlem. “You’ve been test-
ing your model and now 
you have the chance to see 
if it’s going to work. It’s not 
as easy as you think.”

A total of 30 teams of 
students built their buoy-
ant vessels for the 8th 
annual Cardboard Boat 
Race Friday afternoon, a 
chance for science, tech-

nology, engineering and 
math students to let their 
hair down and show off 
their creative sides.

Each team of builders 
picked a pair of rowers to 
get in the two-man-sized 
boats paddle their way 
across the pool, and before 
the races teams gathered 
in the building’s gym to 
show off their creations.

Habib Rahman and 
his friends built a boat de-
signed — aesthetically at 
least — on their favorite 
video game, “Call of Duty,” 
complete with a mounted 
cardboard machine gun. 
The 10th-grader admitted, 
though, that the firepower 
probably would not help 
much in the race.

“It’s more fun,” he 
said.

Last year’s winners, 
who went with a “Joker” 
theme this year, said their 
secret weapon was a layer 

of air bubbles sandwiched 
between two sheets of 
cardboard in the hull of 
their ship.

Others were relying 
on their paddling strategy 
to edge out the competi-
tion.

Danaella Valliant, of 
the Diverse Raiders, said 

her team spent time prac-
ticing their coordination, 
but said there was one 
thing keeping her out of 
the pool.

“I can’t swim,” she 
said.

Selena Bermeo and 
her friends on team Fish 
Tank said they were con-

fident they had a paddling 
strategy down, but said it 
would all be for naught if 
they had not come up with 
a floatable design.

“If the boat sinks it 
doesn’t matter if you pad-
dle fast,” she said.

Team Fish Tank was 
the first to the finish line 

in the race’s first heat, 
but their time was not fast 
enough to make it to the 
finals. 

As the teams waited 
in the gym prior to the 
race, Team Shark seemed 
to have the most bravado 
as members stomped and 
clapped proclaiming their 
school No. 1.

“We ain’t done yet!” 
shouted Avon Hall of the 
original Jamaica HS, 
which will be phased out 
at the end of next year.

Harry Silva and Ter-
riell Glenn, of the Bull-
dogs, came in first place, 
traversing the pool the 
fastest in the final heat.

“It feels good,” Glenn 
said. “We worked really 
hard.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A lifeguard jumps into the pool at the Jamaica High School campus after a pair of students went 
overboard. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Engineering fl oats students’ boats at Jamaica HS campus
STEM pupils race cardboard vessels held together with duct tape across pool in 8th annual event



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

R. 
28

, 2
01

3
4

BY STEVE MOSCO

Elected officials joined 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission and 
community residents to un-
veil new street signs mark-
ing the Ridgewood North 
Historic District last week.

The district, composed 
of 96 apartment build-
ings bounded by Forest, 
Fairview and Gates ave-
nues and Woodbine Street, 
was constructed at the 
turn of the 20th century. 
The units were seen as a 
step forward from the over-
crowded and unsanitary 
conditions associated with 
tenement housing.

The complex also 
transformed Ridgewood 
into a middle-class urban 
neighborhood, according to 
officials.

“The Mathews Flats 
are an important part of the 
city’s history,” City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) said. 

“This historic district des-
ignation ensures that the 
architecture and historical 
significance of these build-
ings will be preserved.”

LPC Chairman Robert 
Tierney said Ridgewood’s 
ushered in a new standard 
in apartments — a standard 
that continues to this day.

“The flats buildings of 
Ridgewood set a new stan-
dard in moderate-income 
housing in New York City 
when they were completed 
more than 100 years ago, 
and they remain as innova-
tive, stylish and distinctive 
today as they were back 
then,” he said.

The new historic dis-
trict street signs were 
funded by the New York 
Landmarks Preservation 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
dedicated to supporting 
the work of LPC as well as 
to foster public awareness 
with educational outreach 
such as the “Guide to New 
York City Landmarks.”

“The foundation is 
pleased to fund the historic 
street signs in Ridgewood,” 

said New York Landmarks 
Preservation Foundation 
Chairwoman Christina 

Davis. “This is a very excit-
ing day for the community 
to gather together and cel-
ebrate this historic district 
in their neighborhood.”

The Ridgewood North 
Historic District is the 
third historic district in 
Ridgewood. The Stockholm 
Street Historic District 
between Onderdonk and 
Woodward avenues was 
designated in November 
2000 and consists of a block 
of 36 brick rowhouses con-
structed between 1907 and 
1910.

Meanwhile, the Ridge-
wood South Historic Dis-
trict, bounded by Wood-
ward and Onderdonk 
avenues and Catalpa Av-
enue and Woodbine Street, 
was designated in October 
2010 and consists of simi-
lar Mathews Flats as well 
as the St. Matthias Roman 
Catholic Church.

Landmarks is also 
considering the proposed 
Central Ridgewood Histor-

ic District. Bounded by For-
est Avenue and Fresh Pond 
Road on the east and west 
and Woodbine Street and 
71st Avenue on the north 
and south, the proposed 
district would protect ap-
proximately 940 buildings 
of intact brick row houses 
built by German Ameri-
cans in the early 1900s.

Paul Kerzner, presi-
dent of the Ridgewood 
Property Owners and Civic 
Association, said the neigh-
borhood welcomes the 
historic designations as it 
serves to benefit property 
values.

“If one were to look at 
historic districts through-
out the city, it’s clear such 
designations protect the in-
tegrity of a neighborhood’s 
housing stock and its prop-
erty values,” he said.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.) and Ridgewood residents 
unveil new historic signs to be placed throughout the neighbor-
hood. Photo courtesy Elizabeth Crowley

City marks historic Ridgewood with street signs
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The only
thing

missing
from this
picture,
is you.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 5-16-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-16-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-16-13

w/coupon, exp. 5-16-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
with Metal Frames

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES

& GET 2nd PAIR

FREE*

GET  
$100  
OFF

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Five youths who are 

suspected of engaging in 
a mob attack against two 
14-year-old girls in Astoria 
Park — an assault that was 
caught on video — were 
arrested last week, police 
said.

The graphic video of 
the attack, which shows 
several teenage girls hit-
ting and kicking the vic-
tims in the park, at 19th 
Street between Astoria 
Park South and Ditmars 
Boulevard, was uploaded 
to the Internet. It helped 
police identify the youths 
allegedly involved, City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) said.

“As pathetic as it is 
that people think they need 
to post these videos, as a 
prosecutor, I can tell you it 
is extremely helpful to us,” 
he said.

The youths will now 
likely face felony or mis-
demeanor assault charges, 
depending on their ages,  
said Vallone, chairman of  
the Council’s Public Safety 
Committee.

All of the juveniles 
were female and three of 
them were 15, one was 14 
and one was 13, police said.

The assault happened 
April 12, according to the 
mother of one of the vic-
tims.

Samantha Gonzalez, 
14, was walking home with 
her friend after school 
when the mob attacked, 

said Gonzalez’s mother, 
Nina Kunicki.

“They all came out of 
nowhere, just rumbling,” 
Kunicki said.

What followed was 
caught on video taken from 
what seems to be a smart 
phone. The girls are both 
thrown to the ground while 
teens hit and kick them. At 
one point one of the attack-
ers picks up an orange traf-
fic cone and hurls it at one 
of the girls.

The day before, Sa-
mantha’s friend was at Mc-
Donald’s and apparently 
had been approached by 
several other teenage girls, 
who allegedly jumped her, 
Kunicki said.

Kunicki said the friend 
did not know the girls who 
attacked her.

“They just didn’t like 
her,” Kunicki said, adding 
that her daughter had been 
walking home with the 
friend April 12 to protect 
her.

Samantha suffered a 

fractured nose and mul-
tiple bruises from the at-
tack, while her friend had 
to have eight stitches above 
her eye, Kunicki said.

She said her daughter 
has stayed positive and has 
continued going to school.

“She’s not afraid of 
anyone,” Kunicki said.

But Kunicki has not 
fared as well, saying she 
has been having difficulty 
sleeping.

“I’m upset they did this 
to my baby,” she said.

She said she was 
speaking out in hopes that 
she could prevent future at-
tacks on others.

“They could have 
killed my daughter,” she 
said. “And if I don’t talk, 
they could do it to another 
child.”

Sources say the attack-
ers went to Long Island City 
High School and IS 126. The 
victims did not attend ei-
ther of those schools.

Vallone said he first 
learned about the video 
when it was sent to him by 
a Facebook friend. He said 
he provided the video to the 
police.

“It’s just hard to be-
lieve that first of all [this] 
could happen, and second 
of all that it could happen 
right here in Astoria Park,” 
he said.

He also expressed out-
rage that some of the youths 
were filming the attack 
rather than intervening.

 “It’s really disheart-
ening,” he said.

A group of teenage girls, who 
were eventually arrested, are 
shown pummeling two other 
girls on video.

Police arrest suspects 
in Astoria Park brawl
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Minutes after a car 

smashed into a Willets 
Point body shop Tuesday af-
ternoon, killing one worker 
and injuring two others, po-
lice said, a motorist raced 
to the bloody scene to give 
crucial medical attention.

A 52-year-old driver 
plowed his 1992 Toyota 
Corolla into New Pamir 
Auto Body Shop in Willets 
Point across from Citi Field 
at about 11:45 a.m., police 
said, killing a 33-year-old 
man and possibly severing 
both legs of another.

Moments before, the 
man allegedly rear-ended a 
black Mercedes-Benz while 
traveling southbound on 
126th Avenue, according 
to police. The Toyota then 
crossed the double yellow 
line, sailed through the 
northbound lane of traffic 
and careened toward the 
shop, at 35-01 126th St., cops 
said.

The car first struck a 
30-year-old employee stand-
ing on the sidewalk, identi-
fied as Alex by the shop’s 
owner. According to by-
standers, one or both of the 
worker’s legs were severed 
by the impact.

The Toyota then struck 
a support beam at one cor-
ner of the body shop’s en-
trance, bending it inward. 
The car entered the garage, 
where it hit two cars and 
two mechanics working 
there, police and witnesses 

said.
One of those men was 

killed, according to police. 
The other employee also 
sustained injuries, cops 
said. Both cars remained at 
the scene, the NYPD said.

All three men were 
taken to New York Hospital 
Queens, according to the 
FDNY, where the 33-year-
old was pronounced dead, 
the 30-year-old was listed 
in critical condition and a 
34-year-old man was listed 
in serious but stable condi-
tion. 

“I almost fainted,” said 
the shop’s owner, who iden-
tified himself as Pamir. 
“I’ve never seen an accident 
like this.”

The man who was pro-
nounced dead at the hos-
pital had several children 
as did the man whose legs 
were injured, said Zach 
Arzo, co-owner of the body 
shop.

“I just finished clean-
ing up the blood,” he said, 
visibly shaken by the inci-
dent.

Pamir said the driver 
of the Mercedes, who was 
involved in the initial 
crash, rushed over to help 
the injured and may have 
saved the 30-year-old man’s 
life by tying a tourniquets 
around at least one of his 
bleeding legs.

“Like a hero, he 
helped,” Pamir said.

The Good Samaritan 
was identified as Jim Hart 
by the New York Post.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
They say you can’t 

fight City Hall, but who-
ever said you can’t give it 
a motivating kick in the 
rear end every once in a 
while?

For about a year now 
southeast Queens activ-
ist Joe Moretti has been 
spearheading a campaign 
to clean up illegal dump-
ing and unsightly trash 
in Jamaica — calling out 
public officials, enlisting 
the help of the media and 
keeping the city Sanita-
tion Department in his 
crosshairs.

Part of the problem 
for Sanitation, though, 
was another scourge of 
southeast Queens: fore-
closed properties. The de-
partment had the ability 
to clean private, derelict 
lots and bill the owners 
but did not have the same 
recourse when it came 
to cleaning up vacant or 
abandoned buildings.

Sanitation worked 
with the city Health De-
partment to figure out a 
solution.

“After a number 
of months of working 
through that, the Health 
Department modified its 
procedures and its legal 
notice that is given to the 
owners of properties when 
there is a health nuisance 
on the property caused 
by garbage buildup and 

things like that,” Henry 
Ehrhardt, Sanitation’s 
director of customer re-
lations, told Community 
Board 12 last week. “That 
then enables us to go onto 
those properties and clean 
up those conditions and 
bill the owners.”

Ehrhardt said the de-
partment started flexing 
its new powers in the CB 
12 area in February and 
has cleaned up 21 vacant 
buildings with another 

24 in progress. Since the 
beginning of the year, 
he said, Sanitation has 
cleared 44 vacant lots and 
is in the process of clean-
ing up 21 others.

Moretti said that 
while he was happy the de-
partment was taking more 
steps, he would not rest 
until a more over-reaching 
solution was found.

“I just kind of feel 
like there is some mo-
mentum because we are 

being heard. I don’t know 
if we’re getting quite the 
satisfaction we want, but 
people are talking about 
it,” he said.

“It’s fine if you’re go-
ing to come out and clean 
it up. That’s what we 
want,” he said. “But it’s 
just a Band-Aid. We want 
them to continually moni-
tor it month after month. 
Sanitation’s not going to 
clean something up unless 
someone calls it in.”

Joe Moretti points to a littered lot in southeast Queens. The city Sanitation Department was recently 
given new powers to clean abandoned buildings.

Man killed after car
hits Willets Pt. shop

City moves on trash problem
Sanitation gets new authority after Jamaica activist causes a stir
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
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BY KAREN FRANTZ 

Residents of Hunters 
Point in Long Island City 
will once again be able to 
buy fresh and local produce 
from a farmers market slat-
ed to open this summer.

The market, planned 
for 48th Avenue and Ver-
non Boulevard, is being 
restored by GrowNYC, a 
nonprofit that also operates 
several other greenmar-
kets in the city, such as the 
Union Square market, and 
runs other programs with 
the goal of creating a clean 
and healthy environment.

The market will be 
open Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. between July 13 
and Nov. 23.

“Bringing a greenmar-
ket back to Hunters Point/
Long Island City has been 
a top priority for me and I 
am proud to announce it’s 
coming back,” said City 

Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who 
has been advocating for the 
return of the market since 
around the time it closed.

The Hunters Point 
greenmarket closed in 2010 
due to a lack of patrons and 
poor sales, despite an out-
cry from some residents. 
But the demographics in 
the area have shifted in re-
cent years and the popula-
tion has risen, making the 
neighborhood a more at-
tractive location again for 
a market.

The market will also 
be run by area youths 
under the supervision of 
GrowNYC as part of its 
Youthmarket program. 
GrowNYC and the Long Is-
land City YMCA will team 
up to recruit and train them 
to operate the market.

Van Bramer praised 
the program.

“Not only will we be 

bringing in locally grown, 
farm fresh fruits and veg-
etables directly into Long 
Island City, but we will be 
providing our local youth 

with jobs,” he said.
Sandra Jobe, who just 

moved to Long Island City 
from Seattle with her hus-
band and daughter, was 

excited to hear about the 
farmers market coming to 
Hunters Point.

“That’s awesome!” she 
said when told about the 

plan. “I would be thrilled to 
see a farmers market.”

She said she grew up 
in California, where mar-
kets were plentiful.

“You could get a lot of 
good produce,” she said. 
“There would be roadside 
food stands all over the 
place.”

She said it was impor-
tant to her to have a market 
near where she lived, par-
ticularly ones that are less 
touristy and do not also sell 
merchandise.

“I’m looking for food,” 
she emphasized, saying 
she wants produce that is 
fresh, local and sustainably 
grown.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A greenmarket will open in Hunters Point at the corner of 48th Avenue and Vernon Boulevard this 
July. Photo by Karen Frantz

Greenmarket to return to Hunters Point in LIC this summer
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer instrumental in bringing GrowNYC farmers market back to area
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BY JOE ANUTA

Groups of Chinese 
Americans in Flushing 
have been gathering money 
and resources to help the 
victims of last weekend’s 
earthquake in Sichuan 
Province.

Jimmy Yi, of the Coun-
cil of Chinese American 
Associations, a Flushing-
based umbrella nonprofit 
representing about 20 
groups, had raised more 
than $10,000  as of Wednes-
day afternoon to send to 
the devastated southwest-
ern province rocked by the 
quake that killed 156 and 
injured more than 5,500 
Saturday, according to an 
Associated Press report.

“We are just  trying to 
express our heartfelt sym-
pathy and do something to 
help those victims,” said Yi, 
vice chairman of the Flush-
ing-based association.

Yi said volunteers 
have been out on the streets 
downtown soliciting dona-
tions, and they have re-
ceived a strong response.

In addition, the asso-
ciation’s member organiza-
tions have also been donat-
ing cash, which Yi said will 
eventually be sent to an ap-
propriate agency or group 
in China.

The quake hit at about 
8 a.m. and was measured by 
the China Earthquake Ad-
ministration at magnitude 

7.0 on the Richter Scale, but 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
measured the quake at 6.6, 
according to AP.

The shaking ground 
leveled whole villages in 
some areas and was cen-
tered around a county also 
hit by a quake about five 
years ago, according to Yi.

“A lot of people died 
this time, many people 
were injured and many 
houses and buildings were 
torn down,” he said.

But the May 2008 quake 
was one of the worse natu-
ral disasters in the coun-
try’s history, with more 
than 90,000 people dead 
or missing and presumed 
dead, according to AP.

Last weekend’s disas-
ter, though smaller in scale, 
did not deter other groups 
in the neighborhood from 

jumping into action.
A Fresh Meadows 

church called Chinese 
Christian Herald Crusades 
has also been gathering 
money and supplies, ac-
cording to Director of Com-
munity Service Christina 
Huang, who said the par-
ish is also hoping to send a 
group of volunteers to pro-
vide counseling to victims.

The church hopes to 
use some of the money do-
nated to buy equipment for 
quake victims to rebuild 
their homes, something 
that they have done before.

In the quake five years 
ago, the church helped re-
built a house of worship 
and some buildings in a 
devastated village, accord-
ing to Huang.

Rescuers carry an elderly quake victim from a collapsed 
house in Ya’an City, located in China’s Sichuan Province. 

AP Photo/Xinhua-Le Xiao Xuan

Flushing groups collect 
funds for quake victims


