
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREEApr. 26-May 2, 2013

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

FLOWER POWER

Volunteers (l.-r.) Linisa Scharrer, Giselle Bates and Anna Guasto transform flower beds on along Continental/71 Avenue 
in Forest Hills as part of an Earth Day cleanup. See more photos on Page 28. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Five youths who are sus-
pected of engaging in a mob at-
tack against two 14-year-old girls 
in Astoria Park — an assault that 
was caught on video — were ar-
rested last week, police said.

The graphic video of the at-
tack, which shows several teen-
age girls hitting and kicking the 
victims in the park, at 19th Street 
between Astoria Park South and 
Ditmars Boulevard, was upload-
ed to the Internet. It helped po-
lice identify the youths allegedly 
involved, City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said.

“As pathetic as it is that peo-
ple think they need to post these 
videos, as a prosecutor, I can tell 
you it is extremely helpful to us,” 
he said.

Five teens taped
on video arrested
in assault: Police BY RICH BOCKMANN

A revamped probation pro-
gram the city introduced in 
Jamaica over the summer is 
expected to branch out to Long 
Island City and Far Rockaway 
soon.

In July, officials cut the rib-
bon on the Neighborhood Oppor-
tunity Network center — NeON, 
as it is called — located in the 
city Department of Probation’s 
office, at 162-24 Jamaica Ave. The 
center, the third to be opened in 
the city, is part of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s Young Men’s Initia-
tive: a public/private partner-
ship developed to enhance op-
portunities for young black and 
Hispanic men, a large compo-
nent of which was an overhaul of 
the city’s probation programs.

“Adult probation has de-
cided to no longer just work with 
the probationer,” NeON supervi-
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Minutes after a car 

smashed into a Willets 
Point body shop Tuesday af-
ternoon, killing one worker 
and injuring two others, po-
lice said, a motorist raced 
to the bloody scene to give 
crucial medical attention.

A 52-year-old driver 
plowed his 1992 Toyota 
Corolla into New Pamir 
Auto Body Shop in Willets 
Point across from Citi Field 
at about 11:45 a.m., police 
said, killing a 33-year-old 
man and possibly severing 
both legs of another.

Moments before, the 
man allegedly rear-ended a 
black Mercedes-Benz while 
traveling southbound on 
126th Avenue, according 
to police. The Toyota then 
crossed the double yellow 
line, sailed through the 
northbound lane of traffic 
and careened toward the 
shop, at 35-01 126th St., cops 
said.

The car first struck a 
30-year-old employee stand-

ing on the sidewalk, identi-
fied as Alex by the shop’s 
owner. According to by-
standers, one or both of the 
worker’s legs were severed 
by the impact.

The Toyota then struck 
a support beam at one cor-
ner of the body shop’s en-
trance, bending it inward. 
The car entered the garage, 
where it hit two cars and 
two mechanics working 
there, police and witnesses 
said.

One of those men was 
killed, according to police. 
The other employee also 
sustained injuries, cops 
said. Both cars remained at 
the scene, the NYPD said.

All three men were 
taken to New York Hospital 
Queens, according to the 
FDNY, where the 33-year-
old was pronounced dead, 
the 30-year-old was listed 
in critical condition and a 
34-year-old man was listed 
in serious but stable condi-
tion. 

“I almost fainted,” said 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
They say you can’t 

fight City Hall, but who-
ever said you can’t give it 
a motivating kick in the 
rear end every once in a 
while?

For about a year now 
southeast Queens activ-
ist Joe Moretti has been 
spearheading a campaign 
to clean up illegal dump-
ing and unsightly trash 
in Jamaica — calling out 
public officials, enlisting 
the help of the media and 
keeping the city Sanita-
tion Department in his 
crosshairs.

Part of the problem 
for Sanitation, though, 
was another scourge of 
southeast Queens: fore-
closed properties. The de-
partment had the ability 
to clean private, derelict 
lots and bill the owners 
but did not have the same 
recourse when it came 
to cleaning up vacant or 
abandoned buildings.

Sanitation worked 
with the city Health De-
partment to figure out a 
solution.

“After a number 
of months of working 
through that, the Health 
Department modified its 
procedures and its legal 
notice that is given to the 
owners of properties when 
there is a health nuisance 
on the property caused 
by garbage buildup and 
things like that,” Henry 
Ehrhardt, Sanitation’s 
director of customer re-
lations, told Community 

Board 12 last week. “That 
then enables us to go onto 
those properties and clean 
up those conditions and 
bill the owners.”

Ehrhardt said the de-
partment started flexing 
its new powers in the CB 
12 area in February and 
has cleaned up 21 vacant 
buildings with another 
24 in progress. Since the 
beginning of the year, 
he said, Sanitation has 
cleared 44 vacant lots and 
is in the process of clean-
ing up 21 others.

Moretti said that 

while he was happy the de-
partment was taking more 
steps, he would not rest 
until a more over-reaching 
solution was found.

“I just kind of feel 
like there is some mo-
mentum because we are 
being heard. I don’t know 
if we’re getting quite the 
satisfaction we want, but 
people are talking about 
it,” he said.

“It’s fine if you’re go-
ing to come out and clean 
it up. That’s what we 
want,” he said. “But it’s 
just a Band-Aid. We want 

them to continually moni-
tor it month after month. 
Sanitation’s not going to 
clean something up unless 
someone calls it in.”

Moretti recently 
launched a blog, cleanup-
jamaicaqueens.wordpress.
com, which chronicles 
not only the area’s dirtiest 
spots, but also some of its 
highlights, like his favor-
ite restaurants.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Zach Arzo, (l.) one of the auto body shop’s owners, stands near 
where one worker was killed. Photo by Christina Santucci

Joe Moretti points to a littered lot in southeast Queens. The city Sanitation Department was recently 
given new powers to clean abandoned buildings.

Man killed after car
hits Willets Pt. shop

City moves on trash problem
Sanitation gets new authority after Jamaica activist causes a stir
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 More than two dozen 

teams of excited students 
attempted with varying 
degrees of success to tra-
verse the pool at the Ja-
maica High School cam-
pus last week in cardboard 
boats held together with 
duct tape.

“I think it’s kind of 
the fun of it, the anticipa-
tion,” said engineering 
teacher Suman Sabastin, 
who traveled with her 
team from the A. Philip 
Randolph Campus HS in 
Harlem. “You’ve been test-
ing your model and now 
you have the chance to see 
if it’s going to work. It’s not 
as easy as you think.”

A total of 30 teams of 
students built their buoy-
ant vessels for the 8th 
annual Cardboard Boat 
Race Friday afternoon, a 
chance for science, tech-

nology, engineering and 
math students to let their 
hair down and show off 
their creative sides.

Each team of builders 
picked a pair of rowers to 
get in the two-man-sized 
boats paddle their way 
across the pool, and before 
the races teams gathered 
in the building’s gym to 
show off their creations.

Habib Rahman and 
his friends built a boat de-
signed — aesthetically at 
least — on their favorite 
video game, “Call of Duty,” 
complete with a mounted 
cardboard machine gun. 
The 10th-grader admitted, 
though, that the firepower 
probably would not help 
much in the race.

“It’s more fun,” he 
said.

Last year’s winners, 
who went with a “Joker” 
theme this year, said their 
secret weapon was a layer 

of air bubbles sandwiched 
between two sheets of 
cardboard in the hull of 
their ship.

Others were relying 
on their paddling strategy 
to edge out the competi-
tion.

Danaella Valliant, of 
the Diverse Raiders, said 

her team spent time prac-
ticing their coordination, 
but said there was one 
thing keeping her out of 
the pool.

“I can’t swim,” she 
said.

Selena Bermeo and 
her friends on team Fish 
Tank said they were con-

fident they had a paddling 
strategy down, but said it 
would all be for naught if 
they had not come up with 
a floatable design.

“If the boat sinks it 
doesn’t matter if you pad-
dle fast,” she said.

Team Fish Tank was 
the first to the finish line 

in the race’s first heat, 
but their time was not fast 
enough to make it to the 
finals. 

As the teams waited 
in the gym prior to the 
race, Team Shark seemed 
to have the most bravado 
as members stomped and 
clapped proclaiming their 
school No. 1.

“We ain’t done yet!” 
shouted Avon Hall of the 
original Jamaica HS, 
which will be phased out 
at the end of next year.

Harry Silva and Ter-
riell Glenn, of the Bull-
dogs, came in first place, 
traversing the pool the 
fastest in the final heat.

“It feels good,” Glenn 
said. “We worked really 
hard.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A lifeguard jumps into the pool at the Jamaica High School campus after a pair of students went 
overboard. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Engineering fl oats students’ boats at Jamaica HS campus
STEM pupils race cardboard vessels held together with duct tape across pool in 8th annual event

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

68-60 Austin Street 

Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 

7am-10pm 

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

Chicken Quesadilla
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and 
Peppers on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

Chicken Parmigiana
with Spaghetti

California Salad Plate
with Cottage Cheese

Texas BBQ Burger
Canadian Bacon, One Egg, Cheese

Broiled Pork Chops
with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce

Fried Filet of Sole on Bun
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

Chicken or Beef Teriyaki
with Rice and Beans

Half Broiled Chicken
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

Chilli Con Carne
over Vegetable Rice

Cheese Burger DX/Tuna 
Wrappe DX/Any Panini DX
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

New 10oz Homemade

With Fountain Soda

AWARD 2013
Customer Favorite At

FOREST HILLS DINER
BACON & CHEESE BURGER

Selected by GrubHub Customers

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

15% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK* 

With Advertisement
Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.
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BY JOE ANUTA

A secretly recorded 
video showing city Comp-
troller John Liu at a fund-
raiser was shown in federal 
court this week during the 
trial of the lawmaker’s for-
mer aides who are accused 
of funneling illegal con-
tributions to his mayoral 
campaign.

Jia “Jenny” Hou, the 
former treasurer for Liu’s 
campaign, and Xing Wu 
“Oliver” Pan, a former fund-
raiser, are facing charges 
of using straw donors — 
 contributors designed to 
conceal the true source of 
money — to attract dona-
tions above the maximum 
allowed by the city Cam-
paign Finance Board. Liu 
has not been charged with 
any wrongdoing and has 
fiercely defended his fund-
raising practices.

The undercover agent 
who recorded the video 
took the stand in Manhat-
tan federal court this week, 
along with other witnesses 
with ties to the campaign.

FBI Special Agent 
John Chiue explained in 
his Texas drawl how he 
posed as Houston business-
man Richard Kong during 
several recorded conversa-
tions with Pan.

In those recordings, 
Chiue said he wanted to 
expand into the New York 
City restaurant business 
and was looking to finan-
cially support Liu beyond 
the comptroller’s self-im-
posed contribution limits.

Liu’s campaign had 
set a donation limit of $800 

per person , but after sev-
eral conversations, Chiue 
allegedly handed Pan an 
envelop containing $16,500 
during a recorded encoun-
ter shown in court Monday. 
Prosecutors allege that Pan 
then arranged for nearly 20 
people he later reimbursed 
to fill out donation forms.

Under questioning 
from Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Brian Jacobs, Chiue 
described going to a hair 
salon in August where he 
said Pan asked the owner to 
fill out a contribution form.

Chiue also recalled an 
incident at an Aug. 18 fund-
raiser where he saw Pan al-
legedly reimburse another 
donor.

“I saw Mr. Pan hand 
the individual some cash,” 
Chiue said.

Just before the event 
started, the video showed 
Hou looking through all of 
the contribution forms that 
were allegedly provided by 
Pan and Chiue, while Liu 
was later captured convers-
ing with Chiue about busi-
ness and his mayoral aspi-
rations before dinner.

Pan told Liu the din-
ner was “Richard’s event,” 
a phrase Pan had previ-
ously said would suggest 
that Chiue provided all of 
the cash. But the defense 
disputes that claim.

A lawyer for Pan, Ir-
win Rochman, sought to 
emphasize that Pan did not 
actively push  the alleged 
straw donor scheme. In-
stead, Rochman repeatedly 
suggested Chiue was the 
driving force behind the 

BY PHIL CORSO

Two Queens lawmak-
ers, the former vice chair-
man of the borough’s Re-
publican Party and three 
co-defendants pleaded not 
guilty to federal corruption 
charges Tuesday before 
learning that their next 
day in court is nearly three 
months away.

An April 18 indictment 
handed up by a grand jury 
accused state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) and City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) of orches-
trating a scheme to put 
Smith on the GOP line in 
the mayor’s race through a 
series of bribes.

Smith and Halloran 
stood before Magistrate 
Judge Lisa Margaret Smith 
in White Plains federal 
court Tuesday, alongside 
the four others named in 
the indictment — former 
Queens Republican Party 
Vice Chairman Vince Tab-
one, former Bronx Republi-
can Chairman Joseph Savi-
no, Spring Valley Mayor 
Noramie Jasmin and Depu-
ty Mayor Joseph Desmaret 
— saying nothing as their 

attorneys entered their not 
guilty pleas.

Smith then assigned 
the case over to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kenneth Karas, 
who set the next court date 
for July 19, the court clerk’s 
office said.

The six were arrested 
earlier this month and 
have since been out on bail. 

Halloran, who has been 
stripped of his City Coun-
cil committee assignments, 
has been working out of 
his Whitestone office, his 
spokesman said.

Smith, who was also 
removed from his commit-
tees and booted from the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, which he had 

headed, kept a low profile 
aside from one Twitter pho-
to of him meeting with con-
stituents to discuss health 
care weeks after his arrest.

Smith, dressed in a 
suit and wearing a gold 
watch, said little during the 
brief arraignment, while 
Halloran did a lot of chat-

BY PHIL CORSO

New York voters have 
had enough with dishonest 
elected officials and believe 
term limits could help curb 
corruption in politics, a 
Siena College poll found.

Voters responded with 
skepticism when asked if 
they saw the state Legisla-
ture as a hub for foul play, 
underscoring a recurring 
theme as prosecutors have 
rounded up various elect-
ed officials on corruption 
charges.

Earlier this month, 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) and 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) were arrested 
on bribery and corruption 

charges while allegedly at-
tempting to rig the upcom-
ing mayoral election in the 
senator’s favor.

Just in Queens alone, 
a growing list of leaders 
— including former As-
semblyman Jimmy Meng, 
former Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley, Queens Republican op-
erative John Haggerty, late 
Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminario, former Assem-
blyman Brian McLaughlin, 
former Assemblyman and 
former state Comptroller 
Alan Hevesi and former 
Councilman Hiram Mon-
serrate — have been placed 
in handcuffs on charges 
ranging from fraud to brib-
ery.

“Clearly, the recent 

arrests have eroded confi-
dence in the Legislature,” 
said Siena College pollster 
Steven Greenberg. “In fact, 
voters are closely divided 
with 50 percent saying 
most legislators are honest 
and law-abiding and 47 per-

cent saying most cannot be 
trusted.”

M ore than 80 percent 
of voters surveyed expected 
even more state legislators 
to be arrested in the near 
future. But the Smith case 
ironically did little dam-
age to his ratings, the poll 
showed, with only a 2 per-
cent increase in voters who 
viewed him as unfavorable 
compared to before his ar-
rest.

When it came to decid-
ing on how to address the 
problem, Greenberg said 
voters were torn on where 
to look first.

According to the poll, 
half of those surveyed 
thought reforming the elec-

State Sen. Malcolm Smith is surrounded by media as he leaves federal court in White Plains Tuesday. 
AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Jia “Jenny” Hou leaves Manhattan federal court, where she has 
been charged with funneling illegal donations to city Comptroller 
John Liu’s campaign. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Voters say term limits cut graft: Poll 

Pols enter not guilty pleas
Halloran, Smith, Tabone claim innocence in corruption scheme

FBI agent testifi es
in trial of Liu aides

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 9

HIRAM MONSERRATE
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
Some borough advo-

cates of federal immigra-
tion reform are concerned 
that a new bipartisan 
measure to overhaul the 
current system will be de-
railed by the Boston Mara-
thon bombings, allegedly 
carried out by two young 
men who immigrated to the 
United States from Kyrgyz-
stan. 

Ana Maria Archila, 
co-director of Make the 
Road New York, an orga-
nization that advocates for 
Latino and working-class 
communities and has an 
office in Jackson Heights, 
said she is worried some 
in Congress who are op-
posed to the immigration 
bill will try to capitalize on 
the bombings for their own 
political ends.

“I have concerns that 
people on the anti-immigra-
tion side will try to use Bos-
ton to derail immigration 
reform,” she said. “They 

will use whatever they can 
to prevent that from hap-
pening.”

She said she agreed 
with the argument made by 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) that immigration 
reform would help to bring 
immigrants out of the shad-
ows and better integrate 
them into the fabric of 
American society.

“Immigration reform 
will only help create more 
safety and security,” she 
said.

Steven Choi, executive 
director of the MinKwon 
Center for Community Ac-
tion in Flushing, an advo-
cacy group for the Korean-
American community, 
said he thinks a delay on a 
vote would be nonsensical, 
pointing out that the nation 
has been debating immi-
gration reform for 20 years 
and everyone agrees it is a 
broken system.

He also said the Bos-
ton Marathon bombing sus-
pects’ immigrant status is 

not relevant to the current 
debate.

The two Boston Mara-
thon bombing suspects, 
who were brothers, were 
ethnic Chechens. Tama-

rlan Tsarnaev, 26, was a 
legal resident and died in 
a shootout with police last 
week. Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
19, a naturalized citizen, 
was arrested last week.

“Calls for delay are 
really disingenuous,” Choi 
said, adding that they “are 
really calls to block it and 
we have to recognize that.”

But U.S. Rep. Gregory 

Meeks (D-Jamaica) said he 
thought there was too much 
political will on the Repub-
lican side to thwart reform.

“In past elections, es-
pecially on the Republican 
side, we’ve seen that if we 
don’t do immigration re-
form in a hurry, we can lose 
out on a particular vote, 
and some for a long period 
of time,” he said.

“I think that the indi-
viduals who were moving 
forward on the Senate side 
are not going to be deterred, 
and in the House both sides 
are talking among one an-
other,” he added. “You may 
have someone come up with 
an amendment or two, but 
not one that will substan-
tially change the bill.”

Schumer is one of 
eight senators who drafted 
bipartisan legislation that 
would overhaul the na-
tion’s immigration laws. 
The bill provides a 13-year 
path to citizenship for im-
migrants living in the 

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawmakers kicked off 
the expansion of the Kew 
Garden Hills library last 
Friday as part of a decade-
long capital spending boom 
that has forged ahead de-
spite budget cuts to operat-
ing costs.

The $10 million project 
will completely transform 
the book lending institu-
tion, at 72-33 Vleigh Place, 
by expanding its footprint 
by 3,000-square feet and 
building a new, stylish front 
facade and entryway. The 
refurbished building will 
feature twice the number 
of computers, an expanded 
meeting room, a state-of-
the-art self-checkout sys-
tem and round-the-clock 

check-in, a library spokes-
woman said.

The refurbished space 
is set to open in 2015. In the 
meantime, library patrons 
will have access to a tem-
porary lending location at 
71-35 Main St., across the 
street.

The library’s overhaul 
is part of a capital spending 
boom that began nearly a 
decade ago, according to 
Thomas Galante, president 
of Queens Library.

In the last nine years, 
the Queens Public Library 
has secured $300 million in 
capital money from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, the 
borough president and the 
borough’s City Council del-
egation, some of which is 
still wending its way into 

the system’s coffers, Gal-
ante said. The boom repre-
sents about five to six times 
the historical funding level, 
according to Galante.

“This is more than 
we’ve had in the last 30 
years,” he said. “With capi-
tal funding, we’ve had good 
success.” 

Borough President 
Helen Marshall allocated $8 
million for the Kew Gardens 
Hills library expansion — a 
pet project of the late activ-
ist Pat Dolan, whose face 
adorns a plaque inside the 
building. City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone) and Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Electchester) 

BY JOE ANUTA, RICH 
BOCKMANN AND STEVE 

MOSCO
 
Members of Queens’ 

Muslim community said 
this week they had not 
experienced a backlash 
in the wake of the Boston 
Marathon bombings, but 
whenever an act of terror-
ism makes headlines, it 
puts them on edge.

“I have not noticed 
anything in the neighbor-
hood. Everything seems 
to be normal and I am hop-
ing it stays this way,” said 
Imam Eden Djonovic, of 
the Albanian American Is-
lamic Center of Queens in 
Ridgewood.

 With bombing sus-
pect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 

in custody a week after he 
and his brother, Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev, allegedly deto-
nated several explosive 
devices at the marathon’s 
finish line, the national 
conversation has turned 
to what, if any, ties the 
two had to radical Islamic 
groups.

Tamerlan, who was 
killed in a shoot-out with 
police, was an avowed 
Muslim, news reports say, 
but his younger brother’s 
views on the religion are 
still not clear. The broth-
ers’ background — ethnic 
Chechens who emigrated 

Imam Moulana Mirza Abu Zafar Beg leads a prayer at Jamaica HS 
in Queens as Muslims celebrate Eid, the end of Ramadan.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev (l.) and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev (r.) are suspects in the Boston Marathon bombing. The 
brothers immigrated to the United States from Kyrgyzstan. AP Photo/The Lowell Sun/Robin Young

Queens Muslims on alert 
after barrage in Boston

Kew Gardens Hills library rehab
part of building spurt in system

Terrorism alters immigration bill debate
Borough activists worry Boston Marathon bombings may derail federal efforts for reform

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 49
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Queens Hospital Cen-

ter cut the ribbon on an 
expanded geriatric clinic 
last week, the latest project 
funded by state grant mon-
ey to counteract borough 
hospital closures.

“Baby boomers are all 
becoming 65 years old at 
the rate of 10,000 per day,” 
said Dr. Clifford Feiner, 
the geriatric physician who 
will head the clinic. “In this 
particular area of Queens, 
as well as Forest Hills, peo-
ple moved into their houses 
20 years ago and stayed.”

To serve this growing 
subset of the population, 
the expanded 4,500-square-
foot facility features six 
examination rooms where 
residents can be treated for 
conditions like Alzheimer’s 
or obesity, for example. And 
since three doctors will 
be on staff, patients will 

always see the same physi-
cian, according to Feiner.

The new $4 million 
center was funded with 
state money called a Health 
Efficiency and Affordabil-
ity Law Grant. This catego-
ry of state dollars has been 
funding capital expansions 

at the facility to offset a loss 
of beds elsewhere, Queens 
Hospital Center Executive 
Director Julius Wool said.

“The HEAL program 
provides additional fund-
ing to existing hospitals in 
Queens to replace capac-
ity,” Wool said, citing the 

closure of five Queens hos-
pitals in the last 10 years.

After Queens Hospital 
Center separately received 
$149 million to make a 
series of capital improve-
ments that were completed 
in 2002, HEAL grants have 
funded more additions as 

hospitals like St. John’s, 
Mary Immaculate, Park-
way and Peninsula hospi-
tals have been losing beds.

Queens Hospital Cen-
ter, at 82-68 164th St., is part 
of the New York City Health 
and Hospitals Corp., which 
is designed specifically to 
offer care to New Yorkers 
regardless of financial situ-
ation. It is one of two public 
hospitals in Queens, with 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
also belonging to the net-
work.

The grants have fund-
ed the addition of about 
100 beds at Queens Hos-
pital Center, bringing the 
facility’s total to 316. An 
expanded emergency room 
and an expanded psychiat-
ric emergency department 
have also been built using 
the money, Wool said.

The HEAL grants 
came at a crucial time for 
the corporation. In 2011, it 

was operating at a roughly 
$850 million deficit, ac-
cording to the latest budget 
numbers.

But even with capital 
expansions at facilities like 
Queens Hospital Center, 
the borough has recently 
been pushed to the brink.

“The past winter 
season we were severely 
under-bedded,” Wool said, 
adding that his hospital 
was running at 100 percent 
capacity, whereas 80 per-
cent to 85 percent is ideal. 
“Queens can’t afford to lose 
any more [beds].”

This winter facilities 
in other boroughs tempo-
rarily closed during and af-
ter Hurricane Sandy, which 
in turn taxed the two public 
facilities  in Queens.

 
Reach reporter Joe 

Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Queens Hospital Center Executive Director Julius Wool (l.), Dr. Clifford Feiner (c.) and state 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.) participate in a ribbon cutting for a refurbished geriatric center. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Queens Hospital Center opens redone geriatric clinic
Construction project funded by state grants designed to offset rash of facility closures in borough

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or

made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic

origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and

other school-administered programs.

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get exclusive 
Prep-School Education without 

The high cost and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

 Rigorous Academic Programs
 Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

     Character & Excellence
 French, Spanish, Mandarin
 Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
 Piano/Strings and Band
 Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment.
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ADVERTISEMENT

FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 

THE 2013 

ESTATE TAX LAW 

CHANGES
Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 

Mistakes That Could Cost Your 
Family Everything!

Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 
and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
HOWARD BEACH

Tuesday, May 7th, 2013
10:00 A.M. 

Vetro Restaurant
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

GLENDALE
Tuesday, May 7th, 2013

3:00 P.M.
Atlas Park Community Room

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312
(Near Simply Fondue)

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday, May 8th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Douglaston Club
600 West Drive

COLLEGE POINT
Wednesday May 8th, 2013

6:30 P.M.  
Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Boulevard

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, May 11th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if 
you are eligible for HEAP benefi ts, 
participate in a utility payment 
assistance program, or have 
household income below 60% of 
the state median income.

What are you waiting for?
For income-eligible residents, 
EmPower New York off ers 
improved insulation, reduced 
drafts, and upgraded lighting 
and appliances—for free. 

55,000 of your neighbors have 
already done it. Now it’s your 
turn to lower your energy bills and 
keep more money in your pocket. 
It’s a no-brainer.

»  EmPower New York
A better life begins at home.
 Learn more: 1-800-263-0960
Visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

A more energy-effi  cient 
home or apartment 

Free. 
 (really, free.)
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WALK-IN NYPD POLICE EXAM
Sunday, April 28, 2013

Queens College
Kiely Hall (Main Entrance)
65-30 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11367
Free Parking Available at Lot #14

For detailed information on 
the filing fee and exam times,
visit our website and download 
the Queens College flyer.

Seating is limited to 1,000 on 
a “first come first served” basis.

POLICE 

Blotter
FDNY spends 30 minutes snuffing out Jamaica fire

REGO PARK — A 6-month-old girl was found un-
conscious and later died in Rego Park Monday night, 
authorities said.

Police said the girl was with her family when she 
was reported unconscious in an apartment building 
on Queens Boulevard near 62nd Street just before 10:30 
p.m.

The baby, whose identity was not released, was 
rushed to Elmhurst Hospital Center where she was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

The medical examiner’s office will determine the 
cause of death and police said the investigation was on-
going.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Rego Park baby dies at six months

Firefighters remove charred debris from the roof of the building. Photo by Richard York

Police released this image of a man wanted in connection with a string of robber-
ies.  Image courtesy NYPD

A 6-month-old baby was found dead 
in Rego Park, police said. 

Photo by Steve Mosco

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS — Police were looking for two men wanted in 
connection with five gunpoint robberies from March 1 through April 18 
in Queens and Brooklyn.

All five incidents occurred at city businesses, with the suspects dis-
playing firearms and getting away with cash and other items, including 
cellphones and an iPod Touch, police said.

The suspects are described as black men, ages 14-18 and standing be-
tween 5-foot-7 and 5-foot-11.

Police on the hunt for serial interboro robbers

JAMAICA — New York’s Bravest 
spent about half an hour Monday putting 
out a fire that broke out in a residential 
building in Jamaica.

More than 100 firefighters responded 
to a call of a two-alarm fire, at 143-23 95th 
Ave., a little after 3:30 p.m. April 22, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

It took about 30 minutes to put out 
the fire, which climbed to the top of the 

three-floor residential building, the de-
partment said.

Two civilians were treated at the 
scene for minor injuries, the FDNY said, 
and no firefighters were injured.

The cause of the fire was under in-
vestigation.
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city is pumping 
money into the recon-
struction of two Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
soccer fields that lie in the 
footprint of a  25,000-seat 
stadium proposed by Ma-
jor League Soccer, raising 
questions about the future 
of the professional sports 
arena.

Park advocates are 
wondering why the city is 
willing to waste millions of 
dollars on the fields if the 
plan later goes through.

Two fields, roughly 
north and east of the Pool of 
Industry, are two of three 
pitches the city Parks De-
partment is refurbishing 
to the tune of $2.8 million, 
which will fund replace-
ment artificial turf, new 
landscaping and repainted 
goals and bleachers, ac-
cording to Parks.

The fields, which rep-
resent $2 million of the cost, 
also happen to on the site of 
a 13-acre stadium that Ma-
jor League Soccer has pro-
posed for the park.

Should the sports com-
plex go according to plan, 
the fields would have to be 
ripped up and replaced by 
MLS, essentially meaning 
that Parks wasted a portion 
of the cash.

A confidential plan 
provided to TimesLedger 
Newspapers in February 
shows the stadium may sit 
on a large, grassy mound 
that planners dubbed a 
publicly accessible berm. 

This mound would extend 
beyond the immediate foot-
print of the stadium to en-
compass two-thirds of the 
$2.8 million project.

Parks said discussions 
between the city and the 
league are ongoing.

But the city thought 
it would be unfair to delay 
the much-needed renova-
tions until an agreement 
and a proposal are ironed 
out, which only then would 
usher in the many public 
reviews and approvals that 
the project would require, a 
Parks spokesman said.

Instead, the fields will 
be open for public use by 
late spring or early sum-
mer, Parks said, and the 
future of the fields will be 
dealt with when and if an 
MLS plan advances. 

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) allocated the 
money for the projects and 
said repairs are needed 
now for the residents who 
play soccer on the fields.

That did not sit well 
with Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates.

“It’s completely absurd 
that they are flushing that 
money down the toilet if 
they are just going to tear 
them up again,” Croft said.

An MLS spokeswoman 
said only that the league 
continues to be in active 
and productive discussions 
with the city. But another 
park advocacy group said 
building the stadium now 
would not make sense after 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Queens man in-

stalled as a city Board of 
Elections commissioner 
during a political coup in 
January recently spoke to 
a Republican club about his 
tenuous relationship with 
party leadership and clean-
ing house at the board.

His speech took place 
against the backdrop of the 
ongoing turmoil within the 
Queens Republican Party.

Michael Michel was ap-
pointed to a four-year term 
as the Queens GOP com-
missioner Jan. 23 against 
the wishes of Queens Re-
publican Party Chairman 
Phil Ragusa.  He replaced 
Judith Stupp.

The Democratic and 
Republican parties from 
each borough typically get 
to pick the 10 commission-
ers who run the board. 
But Ragusa missed a dead-
line, which allowed City 
Councilmen Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), James 
Oddo (R-Staten Island) and 
Vincent Ignizio (R-Staten 
Island) to install Michel 
instead.

“I take the job very 
seriously,” Michel told a 
crowd of about 30 people 
gathered at the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club 
meeting at Clearview Golf 
Course April 17. “Some peo-
ple are upset I took the job, 
some people are nervous I 
took the job.”

Michel is president 
of Christ the King High 
School, a parochial institu-
tion in Middle Village, and 

has strong ties to a faction 
of the Queens GOP at war 
with the current leader-
ship.

He was a staffer for for-
mer Council-
man Tom Og-
nibene and was 
later hired in 
2008 and 2009 
as Ognibene’s 
campaign con-
sultant, accord-
ing to campaign 
finance data. Og-
nibene was the at-
torney of record for Michel 
after the Queens GOP tried 
to stop his appointment in 
court.

Michel was also paid 
by Ulrich’s campaign last 
year when the councilman 
ran for state Senate. Both 
Ognibene and Ulrich are 
outspoken critics of Ragu-
sa, and Ulrich has repeat-
edly called for his ouster. 
Most recently, Ulrich and 
a list of other district lead-
ers signed a petition po-
litely asking Ragusa to step 
down.

But the chairman ap-
pears to be holding strong, 
and Wednesday evening 
he appointed former City 
Councilman and lawyer 

A n t h o n y 
Como as his 
vice chair-
man.

“ D u r -
ing this im-
portant elec-
tion year, 
we need to 

run competi-
tive races to 

ensure that NYC doesn’t 
become a one-party town,” 
Ragusa said in a statement.

At last week’s GOP 
meeting, Michel told the 
crowd he had not talked 
with the current Queens 
Republican Party leader-
ship in seven years.

“They can call me any-
time they want,” he said.

But the longtime Mid-
dle Village resident sought 
to dispel any rumors that 
he was controlled by the in-
surgent party he is tied to.

“One of the things that 

people said is, ‘I might be 
controlled by people,’” he 
told the crowd. “My wife 
controls me, that’s about 
it.”

The GOPer, who served 
on the city’s redistricting 
commission a decade ago, 
said he will listen to any-
one and everyone, and chal-
lenged critics to provide 
proof of any bias.

The board is a main 
source of patronage jobs 
doled out to loyalists in both 
the GOP and Democratic 
Party. Michel’s appoint-
ment is thought by many in 
GOP circles to shift the bal-
ance of power away from 
the current leadership. 
Several employees have al-
ready either been axed or 
have resigned, including 
Queens Republican Party 
Executive Director Robert 
Hornak, who quit in early 
April.  The departures had 
nothing to do with the res-
ignation of Vincent Tabone, 
the vice chairman, who 
was indicted on corruption 
charges last Thursday.

“I did not fire people,” 
Michel told one inquisi-
tor at the meeting. “What 
happened was if someone 
doesn’t do the job, then they 
don’t deserve the job.”

Michel portrayed 
himself as a fair boss who 
hoped to streamline opera-
tions at the board and help 
members of the party, re-
gardless of which faction 
they came from.

“I want to give the 
power to the district lead-
ers and the people at the 
bottom,” he said.

MICHAEL MICHEL
Photo  by Steven Malecki

Crews work on renovations to several soccer fields in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, some of which will need to be torn down 
again if a 13-acre sports complex proposal is approved. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Queens GOP gets new brass
 Como named vice chairman to replace Tabone amid party turmoil

MLS plan may nix
sports fi eld rehab

Continued on Page 49

Calls for Phil Ragusa (r.) to step down as chairman of the Queens 
County Republican Party have grown in the wake of former Vice 
Chairman Vince Tabone’s (l.) indictment. Photo courtesy Queens GOP

toral process would help 
fight government corrup-
tion, while the other half 
considered focusing more 
on law enforcement.

One thing most voters 
did agree on, however, was 
the adoption of term limits 
through all levels of gov-
ernment with more than 
80 percent in favor, the poll 

said.
Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has been a long 
supporter of term limits as 
a means to reduce political 
corruption and has intro-
duced legislation aimed 
at instituting 12-year caps 
for senators and Assembly 
members.

“Politicians who serve 
for countless years tend to 
become stagnant, arrogant 
and reluctant to adopt new 
ideas,” Avella said. “En-

trenched senior legislators 
become less concerned 
with taking on controver-
sial issues and doing the 
public’s business in favor of 
cementing their strangle-
hold on office and gaining 
leadership positions. This 
creates an arrogance that 
eventually leads to the dys-
function and corruption 
that has become synony-
mous with Albany.”

Results also showed 
voters were heavily in fa-

vor of limiting candidates 
to only one party line and 
making the Legislature 
full-time to prevent outside 
jobs from influencing gov-
ernment.

But that is not to say 
voters had lost faith in gov-
ernance, as the poll showed 
62 percent were confident 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo would 
be successful in pushing 
through legislative reforms 
to clean up the system.

Continued from Page 4 

Poll
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Elmhurst Hospital was 
named the safest hospital 
in the borough for angio-
plasty, a cardiac interven-
tion procedure in which 
a catheter is used to clear 
blocked arteries in the 
heart, a state Department 
of Health report found.

“Elmhurst Hospital 
Center takes pride in pro-
viding this excellent qual-
ity of care to the residents 
of Queens,”  the hospital’s 
executive director, Chris 
Constantino, said.

The report followed 
patients discharged from 
city hospitals between 2008 
and 2010 and found that 
Elmhurst Hospital patients 
who received angioplasties 
had a risk-adjusted mortal-
ity rate that was half that 
of other borough hospitals. 
They also fared better than 
patients in most Manhat-

tan hospitals.
Angioplasty involves 

inserting a catheter into an 
artery and guiding it to the 
heart so blockages can be 
removed. A stent may also 
be placed to keep the blood 
vessel open. There are 59 
cardiac labs that perform 
the procedure in the state.

Dr. Mazullah Kamran, 
director of the Elmhurst 
Cardiac Catheterization 
Lab, credited the hospital’s 
good performance on a sol-
id team of medical profes-
sionals.

“We’ve been doing this 
for quite some time,” he 
said. “Everybody knows 
their job, everybody knows 
what they’re supposed to 
do, so we do everything 
seamlessly.”

The hospital is also one 
of the few in the country 
that conducts angioplasty 
by inserting catheters into 
an artery in the wrist rath-

er than through an artery 
in the groin, the more com-
mon approach.

The hospital began us-
ing the radial artery in an-
gioplasty procedures about 
two to three years ago, so 
the DOH data may not take 
into account the hospital’s 
use of the new technique. 
But Dr. Kamran said us-
ing the radial artery in the 
wrist is more comfortable 
for the patient and results 
in fewer complications and 
a speedier recovery time.

He said patients who 
have the procedure through 
the radial artery are able to 
move around much more 
 than patients who undergo 
angioplasty through the ar-
tery in the groin, who are 
essentially bedridden dur-
ing the operation.

“It’s a huge advantage 
for patients in terms of 
comfort and mobility,” he 
said.

Elmhurst uses the 
radial artery for about 80 
percent of all angioplasty 
procedures.

The technique is more 
common in Europe than 
in the Unites States, where 
only about 5 percent of all 
hospitals use the radial 
artery in angioplasty pro-
cedures.

Kamran said using the 
radial artery is more time 
demanding, which is why it 
has not been in favor in the 
United States.

But he added that New 
York is leading the way in 
switching over to the tech-
nique.

“There’s definitely an 
interest from the doctors 
here to pick it up,” he said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Dr. Mazullah Kamran credits Elmhurst Hospital’s medical profession-
als as the reason it was named the safest hospital in the borough 
for angioplasty. Photo courtesy Elmhurst Hospital Center

Elmhurst Hospital ranked one of safest hospitals for angioplasty
State Department of Health fi nds facility has risk-adjusted mortality rate half that of others in boro

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses 
the Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with a Variety of 

Learning Differences including ADHD, Language-based Learning 
Disability, Nonverbal Learning Disability, and Asperger’s Disorder.

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently”

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2013 – NOON - 3:00 PM

Differentiated Instruction
Small Supportive Classes
Structured Environment

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program

College/ Career Counseling
Social Cognition Skills Training

Grades 4-12

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050
Call (516) 365-4900 or visit our Website at www.vincentsmithschool.org

Registered by the New York State Board of Regents
Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools
The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and is open to all 
without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 
students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, Treasurer; Anthony Como, Esq., Counsel; 
Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Msgr. Nicholas W. Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, 
Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

Christ the King Students Go to Hollywood
CK Theatre Arts department led a school trip to Hollywood, California for students involved in 
the many CK Performing arts classes and clubs. The 6 day trip included visits to: Grumman’s 
Chinese Theatre, Santa Monica Pier, Universal, Sony and Warner Brothers Studios, the Griffith 
Observatory, the Getty Museum, Madam Tussauds Wax museum, a drama and makeup 
workshop, an “improve” comedy show, the Dolby Theatre, Noho (North Hollywood) and the 
Farmers Market.  A great time was had by all 35 travelers. The trip was chaperoned by CK Arts 
Theater, Mr. De Biase, as well as Mr. Bellington, Ms. Colon and Ms. Jacquie Caruana. 

Photo (Below): CK students visited the part of the original Berlin Wall.  Ten original segments 
of the Berlin Wall along Wilshire Blvd. have been on exhibit since 2009.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 26-M

AY 2, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

11

TL

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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OTHER VOICES

Do your part to maintain quality of parks

R
egarding your April 
5-11 article “Parks 
needs to better care 
for trees,” we need 

to take care of our trees for 
many reasons and need to 
hire more staff.

If tree maintenance 
work is contracted out, as 
the writer seems to sug-
gest, then the workers must 
be trained properly.

Contracted mainte-
nance workers of parks and 
trees are not of the same 
caliber as city Parks De-

partment staff or Million-
TreesNYC staff.

After Hurricane San-
dy, contracted workers did 
a great quantity of work 
but without any regard for 
trees. They ran over small 
trees planted not too long 
ago with trucks, left the 
bark off large trees and 
created new trails all over 
our parks with logs they 
cut. Why do we need to kill 
more trees?

Why create new trails 
when we have many al-

ready established? To keep 
our trees beautiful, we need 
to work and work hard.

Teach park-goers to 
observe the rules and regu-
lations of our parks.

We have a hardwork-
ing mayor in terms of trees 
and public parks. Under his 
leadership we have a knowl-
edgeable, supportive and 
hardworking parks staff, 
MillionTreesNYC staff and 
an excellent parks commis-
sioner. What more can we 
ask for?

Now, let us do our part 
to keep city trees and parks 
healthy and beautiful. 
Teach and observe park 
rules and regulations and 
help trees grow. It is our job 
as concerned citizens, not 
the mayor’s alone.

Let us enjoy our parks, 
not dig up nor take things 
from parks or kill trees.

Okja Cho
Glen Oaks Village
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‘A MIXED BLESSING’
In a lecture at Temple Sinai in Roslyn Heights, L.I., on 

the day after the Boston bombings, former President Bill 
Clinton noted that the 21st-century world of the Internet 
and social media is “a mixed blessing.”

His words struck a nerve.
The Internet, he said, has helped us become more sen-

sitive to human suffering around the world. He noted the 
oppression of women in parts of the Middle East and the 
lack of proper health care in developing nations.

“Today,” he said, “we know about such things. This 
has been going on a long time, and now we are aware and 
people are organized and vocal and energetic and strides 
are being made that weren’t there before. There are a lot of 
encouraging things going on.”

While he was speaking, social media was playing 
a major role in the pursuit of the two bombing suspects. 
Within moments after the FBI released their photographs, 
the images were popping up on millions of cellphones.

“Wherever [the bombs] came from,” Clinton said, “it 
showed you that in a world full of the Internet and social 
media and unprecedented movement of people and money 
and ideas, whether we like it or not, our futures are bound 
up together.”

But social media is equally capable of fostering ha-
tred and intolerance. In Queens, there have been a grow-
ing number of incidents in which teenagers are using their 
cellphones to record videos of crowd beatings. There are 
even sites on the Internet where these videos are posted.

Like a modern-day Clockwork Orange, the violence 
has become the new entertainment.

Cellphone videos have also been used to torment and 
humiliate. On more than one occasion they have driven 
victims to commit suicide.

Like Clinton said, the information explosion brought 
on by the Internet is a “mixed blessing.”

Society needs to explore ways to ensure that the new 
technology and social media are used responsibly. Kids 
must understand the tremendous pain they can cause just 
by hitting send. Parents who buy these expensive smart-
phones and pay monthly fees should make an effort to 
monitor how they are being used.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 26-M

AY 2, 2013 

  NE

13READERS WRITE

Participatory budgeting shines in eastern Queens
O

ver the past eight 
months, the resi-
dents of eastern 
Queens embarked 

on a new and unusual way 
to decide how $1 million of 
government funds would 
get spent. The results ex-
ceeded my expectations 
and once again proved the 
value of public participa-
tion in government.

Our million-dollar de-
cision, through a process 
called participatory bud-
geting, turned out 1,116 res-
idents of Council District 
23 to vote, and they were 
part of more than 10,000 
PB voters across New York 
City. The wave of positive 
responses I received from 

constituents attests to how 
PB empowers communities, 
cultivates civic engagement 
and encourages young peo-
ple to get involved in the 
democratic process.

PB gets residents in-
volved in and excited about 
local projects in their com-
munities. I introduced the 
concept of PB to the com-
munity last summer. In 
the fall, hundreds of resi-
dents attended neighbor-
hood assemblies that were 
held across the district at 
libraries, senior centers, 
community centers and 
schools. Assemblies served 
as brainstorming sessions 
at which the community 
generated hundreds of proj-

ect ideas.
Those who wanted to 

continue their participa-
tion volunteered to serve 
as budget delegates and 
formed five committees: 
Youth, Parks, Schools and 
Libraries, Public Safety 
and Transportation and 
Community Facilities. For 
four months the delegates 
donated hundreds of volun-
teer hours to sort through 
the lists of project ideas, 
met with city agencies and 
identified feasible projects, 
which they developed into 
detailed proposals.

I then hosted a proj-
ect presentation night, a 
kick-off event at which the 
delegates spoke to the com-

munity about the projects 
that would appear on the 
ballot. Community mem-
bers asked questions and 
received information about 
each project.

March was Get Out the 
Vote Month. We spread the 
word about the PB vote by 
canvassing and attending 
local community meetings 
and civic associations. We 
also knocked on numerous 
doors, sent e-mails, mailed 
letters, tweeted and posted 
reminders on Facebook. 
It was a community effort 
that paid off in spades.

During the first week 
of April, voting took place 
over seven days across nine 
different poll sites. The 

wining projects are those 
that got the most votes:

• emergency equipment 
for the Glen Oaks Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, a life 
support ambulance service 
that provides emergency 
transportation to residents 
and visitors

• roof repair for the 
Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, a popular cultural 
institution that holds a 
smorgasbord of events from 
a children’s carnival to an 
antique auto show

• an overdue technolo-
gy upgrade for Martin Van 
Buren High School

• portable NYPD secu-
rity cameras

• beautification of Cun-

ningham Park, specifically 
the reconstruction of the 
picnic area and the creation 
of a music stage

I thank all the volun-
teers, voters and other par-
ticipants who made PB’s 
inaugural year in eastern 
Queens a tremendous suc-
cess. I am confident that in 
the second year it will con-
tinue to expand, affording 
local residents the chance 
to make real decisions that 
will affect the communities 
where they live.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)

NRA, foreign nations similar

O
n April 2, the U.N. 
General Assembly, 
to a resounding 
cheer, overwhelm-

ingly approved — 154 in 
favor, three against and 23 
abstaining — the first in-
ternational treaty regulat-
ing the multibillion-dollar 
global arms trade. The ob-
vious goal: keeping deadly 
weapons out of the hands 
of perpetrators who would 
wreak havoc upon their 
victims.

“This is a victory for 
the world’s people,” Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
said. “The arms trade trea-

ty will make it more diffi-
cult for deadly weapons to 
be diverted into the illicit 
market. It will be a power-
ful new tool in our efforts 
to prevent grave human 
rights abuses or violations 
of international humani-
tarian law.”

Iran, North Korea and 
Syria were the three votes 
against the treaty. America 
voted yes, but there is a 
contingent in our country 
that is simpatico with the 
terrible trio and voted a re-
sounding no with them.

It is the National Rifle 
Association and the con-

gressional politicians the 
lobbying group has bought 
and paid for. Their lack 
of humanity echoes those 
of Iran, North Korea and 
Syria, their comrades in 
firearms.

As the playwright Eu-
ripides (480 B.C.-406 B.C.) 
said, “One can judge a man 
[organization] by the com-
pany he [it] keeps.”

Hardly a new observa-
tion.

Peter Koval
Bayside

Good riddance to gun makers

T
hree cheers for Con-
necticut! Colt, the 
firearm manufac-
turer of the AR-15, 

is packing up its wares. It 
is leaving the Constitution 
State and Gov. Dannel Mal-
loy for the Lone Star State 
and Gov. Rick Perry.

As the story goes, Tex-
as got the Lone Star moni-
ker in a nationwide survey 
investigating the average 

intelligence of its people 
and its governors. It used 
a rating of one lone star to 
1,000 stars, with one being 
the least intelligent and 
1,000 the most, or at least 
that is what I heard.

Gun makers Stag and 
Mossberg, located in Con-
necticut, will likely also 
leave Connecticut and 
head for Texas. Proud Con-
necticut has reason to feel 

even prouder and Texas 
will have one more weapon 
maker within its borders.

Perhaps if enough of 
them relocate to Texas, they 
will have enough firepower 
to finally secede from the 
Union, as they have threat-
ened to ad nauseam.

Promises, promises.

Kimberly Lee
Bayside

Shame on Senate over gun bill

I
t is incomprehensible 
that the background 
checks for people who 
want to purchase guns 

did not pass the U.S. Sen-
ate.

With 90 percent of the 
American people in favor 
of background checks, 
this bill should have been 
signed into law. It is a sad 
day for all of us who were 
in favor of this critical leg-

islation, but the fight is far 
from over.

The more pressure 
is put on those politicians 
who voted to not pass this 
bill, the better it will be. It 
is time for those elected of-
ficials to step up to the plate 
and do right by the Ameri-
can people. These politi-
cians must listen to the 
consensus of the American 
people, not to those who are 

against this legislation.
There are too many 

people who have been and 
continue to be killed by 
guns in this country. When 
will this carnage stop or be 
significantly reduced?

Remember Sandy 
Hook, Aurora and Colum-
bine! Never forget!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

NRA, pols in cahoots against kids

E
very newspaper in 
the country should 
print the names of 
the 41 Republican 

U.S. senators, along with 
the five Democrats, who 
voted down the gun control 
bill.

It will make it easier 
for the National Rifle As-
sociation when it mails out 

the checks. Anyone who be-
lieves the NRA executives 
— the majority of whom 
have financial interests in 
gun manufacturing compa-
nies — give a damn about 
the Second Amendment is 
an idiot.

It is all about profits 
over the lives of children. 
A perfect depiction of this 

whole debate would be the 
NRA executives, and the 
politicians in their pockets, 
dancing on a pile of money, 
strewn across the graves of 
the children killed in the 
Newtown, Conn., massa-
cre.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone
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I
n recent times, there 
has been a lot of atten-
tion focused by the city’s 
general public on the 

mayor’s office. This is true 
of mayors who have served 
for more than two four-year 
terms.

Probably during the 
last hundred years, Fiorel-
lo LaGuardia was the most 
popular mayor during the 
time he served three terms 
from 1934-45. He was con-
troversial and somewhat 
unorthodox in his methods 
of dealing with city prob-
lems, but seemed early on 
to have the support of a ma-

jority of the citizens of New 
York City.

In spite of the positive 
support during his admin-
istration, in 1945 he consid-
ered running for a fourth 
term and was somewhat 
surprised to learn that all 
five Republican county 
chairmen opposed giving 
him the party’s renomina-
tion.

In addition, the Daily 
News took a poll of New 
York City registered vot-
ers and found that only 25 
percent of them favored La-
Guardia serving a fourth 
term. Looking into the situ-
ation further, he found it 
would be difficult to find a 
suitable political party to 
run with for office.

Within the city Re-
publican Party leadership, 
there was a feeling that 
LaGuardia had ignored 
the party organization dur-

ing his third term and was 
too friendly with Demo-
cratic President Franklin 
Roosevelt. He chose not to 
run for a fourth term. This 
is a prime example of how 
a popular, reform-minded 
elected official lost the sup-
port of the people during 
that period of time.

A second example of 
that occurred with Mayor 
Robert Wagner, who served 
three terms from 1954-65. 
His father, Robert Wagner 
Sr., had served as a U.S. 
senator from New York, 
which helped him with his 
political career. Wagner 
served two terms in office 
as mayor and then broke 
his allegiance with Tam-
many Hall and joined the 
insurgents in 1961.

Wagner won a land-
slide victory that year. It 
was assumed in some polit-
ical quarters that Wagner 

was on his way to running 
for governor in 1966.

Early in 1965, how-
ever, he announced that 
he was not running for a 
fourth term against liberal 
Republican John Lindsay. 
The polls showed Lindsay 
in a strong position and he 
seemed to be gaining. This 
situation could be compared 
to LaGuardia in 1945. Four 
years later, Wagner ran in 
a Democratic primary for 
mayor and lost.

The same thing hap-
pened to Mayor Edward 
Koch, who died recently. 

Many complimentary com-
ments were said about his 
three-term administration. 
Like LaGuardia and Wag-
ner, he was popular but 
seemed to lose much of that 
popularity during his third 
term in office.

In the Democratic 
mayoral primary in 1989, 
Koch lost a close race to Da-
vid Dinkins.

It seems that popular-
ity in office, especially for 
executive office, can be lost 
easily.

An increasing number 
of registered voters in New 

York City believe that three 
terms in high public office, 
such as mayor or governor, 
is enough.

It is interesting to 
speculate that had Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg been 
able to run for a fourth 
term, would he have been 
affected by what happened 
to previous three-term 
mayors seeking a fourth 
term?

This year we have an 
open seat for mayor. There 
are Republican and Demo-
cratic primaries to choose 
mayoral candidates. The 
fall election will be the 
conclusion to the electoral 
process.

The mayoral campaign 
this year will be getting a 
lot of interest as it has in 
recent years.

Mayors lose public support after serving three terms

1936 saw Lindbergh baby killer’s body cremated in boro

I
t was 1936, the midpoint 
of the Depression. About 
1,500 Queens families 
on relief could cultivate 

some of the 5,000 “subsis-
tence gardens” in the bor-
ough. The gardens were 
open to all on home relief, 
those on work relief who 
did not receive supplemen-
tal home relief and those 
on work relief receiving 
only the minimum security 
wage of $60.50 a month.

The plots were at 164th 
Street and 73rd Avenue in 
Flushing and at 69th Street 
and Elliot Avenue in Mas-
peth. The Works Progress 
Administration plowed 
and seeded the gardens and 
provided tools, supplies 
and instruction on the care 

of the gardens and the har-
vesting of crops. It also did 
the canning of the families’ 
surplus. Sale of the pro-
duce was forbidden. The 
New Deal, which was able 
to reach families directly, 
teach a skill and provide 
needed food and nutrition 
was a government program 
that worked.

●

On April 6, a small 
crowd of the curious gath-
ered outside the Fresh Pond 
Crematory in Maspeth. 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann 
was to be cremated after 
his execution in the New 
Jersey electric chair for the 
kidnapping and murder of 
Charles Augustus Lind-
bergh Jr., the Lindbergh 

baby.
But by the time of 

the memorial service, the 
crowd had grown to more 
than 2,000. A detachment 
of 28 policemen and six de-
tectives were dispatched 
to keep order. The services 
were held in secret because 
New Jersey did not per-
mit a public funeral for an 
executed felon, and Mrs. 
Hauptmann had agreed 
to the rule to get her hus-
band’s body out of state. She 
hoped to return his ashes to 
his native Germany.

●

St. John’s University in 
Brooklyn purchased a 100-
acre tract of land, bounded 
by the Grand Central Park-
way, Union Turnpike, 168th 
Street and Utopia Parkway, 
in the Flushing-Hillcrest 
section of North Jamaica.

The school intended to 
build a new university in 
Queens because its eight 
colleges had outgrown 
their buildings in Brook-

lyn. No date was set for the 
beginning of construction. 
St. John’s, founded in 1870, 
was ranked second among 
Catholic universities in the 
country. It was the largest 
educational institution on 
Long Island. Since 1932, its 
School of Law was the larg-
est in the world.

●

In transportation and 
i n f rast r uc t u re -rel ated 
news, Col. Paul Loese, di-
rector of the Triborough 
Bridge Authority, an-
nounced that the Tribor-
ough Bridge would open as 
scheduled July 10, in spite 
of WPA’s refusal to extend 
the work week from 30 to 40 
hours.

Also, William Fried-
man, of the city Tunnel 
Authority, announced that 
work was ready to begin 
on the Queens-Midtown 
Tunnel within a few days. 
Although Manhattan Bor-
ough President Samuel 
Levy had proposed to build 

a bridge, the Queens bor-
ough president and Queens 
Chamber of Commerce won 
out with their tunnel idea.

George McAneny, 
president of the New York 
World’s Fair Corp., com-
mented, “I hope that the 
tunnel is finished, and 
whether it is completed for 
the World’s Fair or not, it 
will be finished eventu-
ally. It is necessary in the 
growth of Queens.”

●

On April 22, Grover 
Whalen was named chair-
man of the World’s Fair 
Corp. McAneny remained 
as president. The corpora-
tion awaited formal action 
by the city and state to 
make funds available for 
starting construction. The 
state Legislature also had 
to pass the enabling act au-
thorizing the city to lease 
the land in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

●

Comedian Jimmy Du-

rante had to travel from his 
home in Flushing to Munic-
ipal Court in Manhattan.

He was accused of 
breaking a microphone and 
kicking out footlights at a 
recent performance at the 
Hotel Lismore, in Manhat-
tan. In his defense, Duran-
te claimed he had begun to 
sing and became “tangled 
up with the mike and some-
body kicked the stuffing 
out of the footlights.”

Other testimony re-
vealed that Durante’s be-
havior was justified when 
someone insinuated that 
his “schnozzie,” as he 
called his nose, was too big 
to allow him to get close to 
the microphone.

The judge evidently 
thought so, too, and Duran-
te left the courtroom the 
winner by a nose.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Fourth terms in offi ce eluded Mayors 
Fiorello LaGuardia, Robert Wagner Jr., 

John Lindsay and Ed Koch.
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It is our pleasure to have selected Shatif 
Hughes as our April 2013 Student of Distinction. 
Shatif is an aspiring medical professional who 
has been pursuing this ambition from a very 
early age. Shatif will graduate in June with 
an Advanced Regents Diploma, something 
that he is very proud of as his passion for his 
education is one of his admirable attributes. 
It is without doubt to those that know Shatif 
both academically and otherwise that he is well 
on his way to making his goal of becoming a 
Medical Professional a reality. 

Shatif ’s guidance counselor Ricardo 
Verastegui, who has known him since the 
9th grade, states that Shatif demonstrates an 
excellent work ethic and dedication to his 
studies. This fact is clearly refl ected in his strong 
GPA while taking various honors level courses, 
which places him as a deserving member in The 
National Honors Society. In addition to these 
prestigious attainments, Shatif was accepted 
onto the Francis Lewis High School Gateway 
Institute Program for Math and Science. The 
advanced honors, pre - college program 
prepares minority high school students for 
college and the pursuit of Health-and Science-
related careers. 

His Math teacher Yee Lam Cheng has 
witnessed his leadership potential during the 
year he taught Shatif. Cheng commented, “He 
was one of the most diligent students in my 
class and has always impressed me with his 
dedication into taking ownership of his learning 
experience.” Cheng praised Shatif for often 
going “above and beyond” in his Math class and 
doing extra practice on the more challenging 
topics. Shatif even took the initiative to set up 

and establish the Math Tutoring Club, where he 
worked with his classmates as a team to solve 
problems and often assisted his classmates in 
areas of diffi culty. 

The praise Shatif’s Math teacher attributed to 
him is certainly echoed by all of his teachers. 
Barry Kaufman, Shatif’s Earth Science teacher 
compliments Shatif on his dedication to 
achieving the best education possible. This 
dedication is self-evident through Shatifs 
very pro-active attitude he has maintained 
throughout high school. Shatif has completed 
college credit courses in subjects that include 
Living Environment at Queens College, and 
theatre, cultural arts and health and nutrition 
at Queensborough Community College. 

Notably, as a freshman, Shatif enrolled 
at Weill Cornell Medical College’s Health 
Professions Recruitment and Exposure Program. 
It was an after-school internship, where he 
worked directly with a Medical student who 
gave him both experience and insight into 
the Medical profession. Also of considerable 

achievement, at the beginning of his junior 
year, Shatif enrolled in York College’s Saturday 
Health and Medical Professions Program, a 
two-year program aimed at exposing students 
to knowledge on various Medical professions. 
These experiences have motivated Shatif to 
pursue a career as an orthopedic as he is 
“very passionate at having the opportunity 
to assist individual’s health situations through 
this profession,” explained Ricardo Verastegui, 
guidance counselor. 

Academically, while Shatif excels in the 
sciences and math, dedication to his studies 
includes essay writing. Recently, Shatif won 
fi rst place in the Dr. Martin Luther King Writing 
Contest and presented it to Judicial Friends 
Queens County Supreme Court. Shatif also 
received a certificate of achievement in the 
NAACP Brown vs. Board of Education 55th 
Presentation and Essay competition, for which 
he won 1st place. He presented the essay at 
numerous local churches.

 Shatif also demonstrates a strong level of 
commitment to community through his volunteer 
work with the B.E.T.S.A Foundation. For their 
annual flea market, Shatif designed flyers, 
organized items and collected money for items 
sold. From 2008-2012 Shatif completed more 
than 470 hours volunteer work at B.E.T.S.A.

Although he is committed to academics, 
Shatif is no stranger to stepping away from the 
classroom and stepping onto the basketball 
court where his teamwork attitude was extended 
and prized. Shatif is a member of the fi ve-star 
basketball program at Ramapo College as well 
as a member of the Francis Lewis High School 
Junior Varsity basketball team. In general, 
Shatif excels in physical education and shows a 
“great deal of effort” as his Physical Education 
report card stated. Ricardo states that Shatif is 
from a “very supporting and nurturing family” 
who are very proud of their son, who is not 
only impressive in all his academic endeavors, 
but who is also “a fi ne young man” as refl ected 
in the appraisals of his teachers and peers.                                                            

- By Laura Rahill

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

SHATIF HUGHES
APRIL 2013
FRANCIS LEWIS HIGH 
SCHOOL
FRESH MEADOWS, NY

©2013 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Park advocates have 
no love for a proposed ten-
nis center expansion in 
Flushing. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) joined mem-
bers of New York City Park 
Advocates and the Queens 
Civic Congress to protest 
the proposed expansion of 
the United States Tennis 
Association’s facility in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park this week.

“Parkland is for the 
people,” said Avella. “This 
has to stop and it has to stop 
here.”

The proposed expan-
sion of the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center 
would require 0.68 acres of 
parkland to be permanent-
ly turned over to the USTA, 
in addition to the 42 acres 
of parkland it currently 
possesses. Avella said the 
expansion would take  park-
land without replacing it, 

thereby robbing the com-
munity of greenspace.

“To a lot of people in 
the community, this is their 
backyard,” he said. “Flush-
ing Corona Park is being 
treated like a stepchild. I 
don’t get it. Tremendous 
amounts of people use this 
park to play and relax.”

The proposed project 
would rebuild one stadium, 
construct another and put 
in two parking garages on 
top of current asphalt lots. 
The USTA said this project 
would require it to encroach 
on close to 30 feet of what is 
currently parkland.

But the sliver of land 
in question is mostly an ex-
isting asphalt road, accord-
ing to Daniel Zausner, chief 
operating officer of the Na-
tional Tennis Center.

“Our goal is to contin-
ue to be a good steward of 
the park and a good neigh-
bor and community part-
ner,” Zausner said. “Under-
standing that every inch of 

parkland is precious, our 
plan calls for the minimum 
amount of additional park-
land possible, 0.68 acres, 
to complete the needed up-
grades to the NTC.”

Zausner added that the 
USTA has no plans for any 
additional expansion.

Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates, 
contended the amount of 
parkland required by the 
USTA for this project is ir-
relevant. If it gets the land, 
he believes chances are it 
will keep coming back for 
more.

“The USTA has failed 
to recognize the gift given 
to them by the city,” Croft 
said. “Instead, they con-
stantly want more. We don’t 
need 400 trees removed 
from the park.”

Croft said the USTA’s 
project in conjunction with 
the proposed construction 
of a Major League Soccer 
stadium and a large mall 
as part of the Willets Point 
development, would con-
stitute perhaps the biggest 
land grab for parkland not 
only in Queens but also in 
the entire city.

“The USTA’s project 
is the smallest, but it is no 
less important to stop,” he 
said.

Some civic members 
attending the rally said the 
city’s willingness to fork 
over Flushing parkland 
speaks to a much larger 
problem the borough con-
stantly faces.

“The city does not 
care about this park or 

Queens and the evidence 
is piling up,” said Robert 
Holden, president of the 
Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation. “Look at the 
crumbling New York State 
Pavilion. That should be 
landmarked, yet it’s falling 
apart. When the US Open 
comes to Flushing, the city 
allows hundreds of cars to 
park on the grass. How is 
that good for the park?”

Avella agreed and said 
that other city parks would 
never be treated in this 
manner.

“You try to do this in 
Prospect Park in Brook-
ing or in Central Park, you 
wouldn’t even get a foot in 
the door,” he said. “When 
it comes to Queens, the city 
has never met a develop-
ment project it didn’t like.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

State Sen. Tony Avella leads a coalition of residents and park ad-
vocates in a rally against the United States Tennis Association’s 
planned expansion of the tennis center. Photo by Steve Mosco

Group rallies against Tennis Center expansion

YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET
 SINCE 1995

866.701.3263     718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Corporate Gifts

Badges & Buttons

Electronics

Calculators

Computer Accessories

Eco Friendly Products

Pens (All Types)

Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars

Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets

Food Gifts

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
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CALL FOR FREE
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866.701.3263     718.969.3144
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
 Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

Door To Door Transportation 
from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY JOE ANUTA

Residents flocked to 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Monday night to at-
tend a community planning 
session for the greenspace 
and listen to a lawmaker’s 
vision of how it should be 
taken care of in the future.

More than 70 people at-
tended a workshop hosted 
by the Fairness Coalition 
at the Queens Museum of 
Art to offer input into the 
park’s future.

“We really feel this is 
the moment for this park,” 
said Tom Finkelpearl, ex-
ecutive director of the mu-
seum.

The participants were 
broken down into several 
groups who sat at tables and 
discussed what they would 
like to see at the park.

It was part of the plan 
to be proactive, according 
to Douglas Le, of the coali-

tion, since several develop-
ment proposals, including 
the expansion of an exist-
ing tennis facility, a 13-acre 
soccer stadium and a mall 
are currently in the works. 
The coalition wanted to do 
more than just react to the 
plans.

Jeff Keiter, a landscape 
architect from Jackson 
Heights, said he would like 
to see some of the natural 
wetlands at the park re-
stored with money from in-
stitutions that use the park, 
like the New York Mets.

“To me, I think that 
they should have to provide 
quantifiable and physical 
environmental benefits,” 
he said.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) also discussed a 
plan to form a community 
alliance to raise money and 
facilitate upkeep at the ail-
ing park, though her vision 

did not sit well with other 
advocacy groups.

Ferreras worked with 
the nonprofit group New 
Yorkers for Parks to come 
up with a framework for 
the alliance, which would 
feature a board of directors 
and an administrator that 
would serve as a connec-
tion between the organiza-
tion and the city Parks De-

partment.
She hopes to raise 

money from the surround-
ing community and to ask 
several large corporations 
that currently have a pres-
ence in  the park — the Mets 
or the United States Tennis 
Association, for example — 
to chip in cash as well. The 
councilwoman has not yet 
voiced a clear opinion on 

the development projects 
in the offing, but she sug-
gested if the proposal to ex-
pand the USTA’s facilities 
provides enough commu-
nity benefits, she will sign 
off on it.

“I think independent 
of the proposals, the insti-
tutions in this park should 
give,” she said.

But critics of the coun-
cilwoman’s proposal said 
the model is designed to 
allow the development proj-
ects to proceed as long as 
the companies behind them 
contribute to park upkeep.

“The elected official’s 
job is to protect parkland 
and not give it away to cor-
porations in exchange for 
payment,” said Geoffrey 
Croft, who is aligned with 
Save Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, a group op-
posed to giving or selling 
green space. “It’s black and 
white.”

New Yorkers for Parks, 
which helped draft the 
framework, based the plan 
on other private entities 
that funnel millions into 
Central Park in Manhat-
tan and Prospect Park in 
Brooklyn.

Flushing Meadows al-
ready has two such entities 
— the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Conservancy 
and Unisphere Inc. — al-
though many have ques-
tioned their efficacy.

The onetime head of 
Unisphere and late Parks 
commissioner, Estelle Coo-
per, was charged with  si-
phoning more than $100,000 
away from the nonprofit.

Jean Silva is the 
president of the current 
conservancy, and said she 
attended the meeting unin-
vited to make sure that all 
stakeholders were properly 
represented in planning for 
the park’s future.

Pratt University student Kyle Kozar (l.-r.) discusses the future 
of Flushing Meadows with Forest Hills residents JoAnn Fuqua 
and Dorothy McCarrick along with Baysider John Kelly. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Community looks to future of Flushing Meadows Park
Advocacy group hosts planning session to discover what residents would like to see in green space

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007
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Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island
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AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
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WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.
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OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 
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the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
OKLAHOMA FENCE SALE!

Outdoor
Displays

Open 
24/7
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The unstoppable 
forces of Mother Nature 
and Washington gridlock 
hit earlier this week as 
Queens’ two airports ex-
perienced delays, though 
just how much of those 
waits were attributable to 
fewer air traffic control-
lers at the helm was hard 
to pin down.

As a result of the $85 
billion in across-the-board 
federal cuts triggered by 
the so-called sequester in 
early March, the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
Sunday began reducing 
the numbers of air traffic 
controllers staffed across 
the country.

In a statement re-
leased Monday, the agency 
said air-traffic control-
lers would manage staff-
ing challenges at the New 

York Center in Ronkonko-
ma, L.I., and the Terminal 
Radar Approach Control 
in Westbury, L.I., by spac-
ing planes further apart, 
which could lead to delays 
at LaGuardia Airport.

“As a result of em-
ployee furloughs due to 
sequestration, the FAA 
is implementing traffic 
management initiatives 
at airports and facilities 
around the country,” the 
agency said. “Travelers 
can expect to see a wide 
range of delays that will 
change throughout the day 
depending on staffing and 
weather-related issues.”

“The FAA will be 
working with the airlines 
and using a comprehen-
sive set of air traffic man-
agement tools to minimize 
the delay impacts of lower 
staffing as we move into 
the busy summer travel 

season,” the agency add-
ed. “Some of those tools, 
such as ground stops and 
ground delay programs, 
will be able to be tracked 
on www.fly.faa.gov.”

In an almost identical 
statement released the fol-
lowing day, the FAA said it 
expected delays at LaGuar-
dia due to the weather and 
winds.

Furlough-based de-
lays at the 40 major air-
ports the FAA lists on its 
website were few and far 
between, but the agency 
said that by the end of 
the day Monday it had re-
corded 1,200 delays across 
the nation attributable to 
staffing issues. During 
that same time the FAA at-
tributed 1,400 delays due to 
weather.

Amid overcast skies 
and high winds Tuesday, 

JFK, LGA see delays 
amid wind, furloughs

JOEY GLICK LOOK-A-LIKE CONTEST BY MODELL’S!
Enter the Joey Glick Look-A-Like contest for your chance to win $5,000  

and throw out the first pitch at a New York Mets game!
Today, April 17th 2013 Modell’s Sporting Goods has launched a Joey Glick Look-A-Like contest to promote Mitchell Modell’s transformation on CBS’s 

Undercover Boss.  Contestants will submit their images, doing their best to look like Joey Glick (seen below) through Modell’s Facebook (www.facebook.

com/modells) or Modells.com.  On May 2nd, 100 winners will be chosen to come to Times Square Modell’s for an in-person judging by none other than 

the real Joey Glick himself and other celebrities.  

A Grand Prize Winner will be chosen on site to win $5,000 and the ability to throw out the First Pitch at the New York Mets game that night!  The other 

99 winners will also be treated to the Mets Vs. Pirates game as well to cheer on their fellow Joey from the Modell’s Clubhouse at Citi-Field.

Make sure you enter today for your chance to win and be a part of this once and a lifetime opportunity.

EN
TE

R 
TO

 W
IN JOEY GLICK

look-a-like contest
Top 100 Attend the May 9th Baseball Game  
in the Modell’s Clubhouse
(1) GRAND PRIZE WINNER
will receive $5,000 & get to throw out the first pitch

JOEY GLICK
MITCHELL B. MODELL

As seen on Undercover Boss, Fridays 8/7c

ueens
Chamber of Commerce

Continued on Page 54



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 2

6-
M

AY
 2

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL

BY PHIL CORSO

A Richmond Hill 
woman with a history of 
relationship was arraigned 
on charges of stabbing her 
boyfriend to death with a 
knife, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Shirley Forbes, 63, was 
arrested April 17 after po-
lice found her 55-year-old 
boyfriend, Lee Burrison, 
lying face up bleeding from 
his chest in their living 
room the night before. She 
faces up to 25 years in pris-
on if convicted.

Forbes was initially 
taken into custody from the 
scene for questioning, po-
lice said.

Forbes was cooking 
dinner when she and Burri-
son started arguing, police 
said. Burrison had tried 
taking the knife out of his 
girlfriend’s hand before he 
was stabbed, police said.

Burrison was taken to 
nearby Jamaica Hospital, 
but the lone stab wound 
ultimately claimed his life, 
the NYPD said.

“The defendant in 
this case is alleged to have 
stabbed her boyfriend once 
in the chest, killing him,” 
Brown said. “Violence such 
as that which is alleged to 
have occurred in this case 

cannot be tolerated, as a re-
sult the defendant faces se-
rious consequences for her 
alleged actions.”

Forbes was arraigned 
last Thursday on charges 
of manslaughter, criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
aggravated criminal con-
tempt and was held without 
bail, Brown said. Her next 
court date is May 2.

Her arraignment also 
brought light to a heated 
history between the couple, 
who were living together in 
the flat near 87th Avenue 
and 112th Street, where 
Burrison was stabbed with 
a knife, authorities said.

According to the 
criminal complaint, a two-
year order of protection 

was issued on Burrison’s 
behalf back in November, 
ordering Forbes to refrain 
from assaulting, harassing 
or committing any other 
criminal offenses against 
him. Police also said they 
responded to at least four 
domestic dispute calls in-
volving the two.

Neighbors living 
nearby who did not want to 
be identified said they did 
not know much about the 
couple, who typically kept 
to themselves.

Police said Forbes had 
already racked up a list of 
previous arrests relating 
to drugs and burglary, with 
incidents dating as far back 
as 1966.

A police officer guards the apartment where a Richmond Hill wom-
an allegedly stabbed her boyfriend to death last week.

Girlfriend arraigned 
in Rich Hill stabbing

Stroke is an emergency!
Learn how to act fast.  

Get a FREE stroke risk assessment 
right here in Queens.

Friday, May 3rd between  
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at  

New York Hospital Queens.
Stroke is the #4 killer in the United States and is the  

leading cause of adult disability. What can you do to stop it?  
Start by signing up for our free stroke risk assessment to  

see if you are at risk for having a stroke. 
You could be at risk and not know it! Learn the signs and symptoms 
of having a stroke including facial droop, arm weakness or slurred 

speech* and get expert advice on how to reduce your risk now. 
As a designated stroke center, we are offering this  

stroke risk assessment and lectures for free  
in the Lang Lobby and Auditorium:  

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS: Diagnosis and Treatment in 2013

STROKE IN 2013: It’s Time to Act F. A. S. T.!

WHAT IS A SEIZURE? From Diagnosis to Treatment

WHAT IS CAUSING YOUR HEADACHE?  
The Approach You Should Take

BACK PAIN: Evaluation, Diagnosis, and Management

STROKE: Important Information to Know

You must register in advance to attend.
Call 800-282-6684 now.

*If you experience any of these symptoms call 911 immediately.  

Hip-hop artist Snoop Dogg makes a surprise visit to VP Records in Jamaica where he signs au-
tographs. Photo by Richard York

TOP DOGG
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BY KAREN FRANTZ 

Residents of Hunters 
Point in Long Island City 
will once again be able to 
buy fresh and local produce 
from a farmers market slat-
ed to open this summer.

The market, planned 
for 48th Avenue and Ver-
non Boulevard, is being 
restored by GrowNYC, a 
nonprofit that also operates 
several other greenmar-
kets in the city, such as the 
Union Square market, and 
runs other programs with 
the goal of creating a clean 
and healthy environment.

The market will be 
open Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. between July 13 
and Nov. 23.

“Bringing a greenmar-
ket back to Hunters Point/
Long Island City has been 
a top priority for me and I 
am proud to announce it’s 
coming back,” said City 

Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who 
has been advocating for the 
return of the market since 
around the time it closed.

The Hunters Point 
greenmarket closed in 2010 
due to a lack of patrons and 
poor sales, despite an out-
cry from some residents. 
But the demographics in 
the area have shifted in re-
cent years and the popula-
tion has risen, making the 
neighborhood a more at-
tractive location again for 
a market.

The market will also 
be run by area youths 
under the supervision of 
GrowNYC as part of its 
Youthmarket program. 
GrowNYC and the Long Is-
land City YMCA will team 
up to recruit and train them 
to operate the market.

Van Bramer praised 
the program.

“Not only will we be 

bringing in locally grown, 
farm fresh fruits and veg-
etables directly into Long 
Island City, but we will be 
providing our local youth 

with jobs,” he said.
Sandra Jobe, who just 

moved to Long Island City 
from Seattle with her hus-
band and daughter, was 

excited to hear about the 
farmers market coming to 
Hunters Point.

“That’s awesome!” she 
said when told about the 

plan. “I would be thrilled to 
see a farmers market.”

She said she grew up 
in California, where mar-
kets were plentiful.

“You could get a lot of 
good produce,” she said. 
“There would be roadside 
food stands all over the 
place.”

She said it was impor-
tant to her to have a market 
near where she lived, par-
ticularly ones that are less 
touristy and do not also sell 
merchandise.

“I’m looking for food,” 
she emphasized, saying 
she wants produce that is 
fresh, local and sustainably 
grown.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A greenmarket will open in Hunters Point at the corner of 48th Avenue and Vernon Boulevard this 
July. Photo by Karen Frantz

Greenmarket to return to Hunters Point in LIC this summer
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer instrumental in bringing GrowNYC farmers market back to area

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Queens was once home 
to hundreds of thousands of 
acres of wetlands, but now 
conservationists actively 
work to hang on to the last 
shreds of natural beauty in 
the concrete borough.

The environment lost 
one of those conservation-
ists in 2011, when Kew 
Gardens Hills resident and 
head of the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Conser-
vancy Pat Dolan was killed 
after she was struck by a 
car on Union Turnpike.

Dolan led tours 
through the borough’s wet-
lands, sat in bird blinds 
with elected officials and 
tirelessly advocated for 
shoreline and wildlife im-
provements. The late out-
door advocate’s efforts were 
recognized this week after 
the city Parks Department 
renamed a trail around 
Flushing’s Willow Lake in 
her honor.

Janice Melnick, a for-

mer northeast Queens city 
parks administrator and 
current head of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
called Dolan a stalwart de-
fender of city parks and a 
nature lover.

“She loved to bird 
watch and to examine the 
plant life,” said Melnick 
from the entrance to the 
trail in Al Mauro Play-
ground, at Park Drive East 
and 73rd Terrace. “It is a 
testament to her efforts 
that so many people are 
here today.”

On hand at the dedi-
cation were members of 
the community who expe-
rienced Dolan’s dedicated 
spirit as well as elected of-
ficials, including U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
City Comptroller John Liu, 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) and Dolan’s 
longtime friend, Borough 

President Helen Marshall.
Marshall said Dolan, 

who often chided elected of-
ficials for not working hard 
enough, possessed a style 
all her own and a charm 
just below the surface.

“I’m honored to call 
her a friend and I know she 

is looking down on us now,” 
Marshall said. “We should 
continue to honor her by 
endeavoring to make our 
community a better place 
to live and to work.”

Many at the dedication 
related personal stories 
of their experiences with 

the nature-loving Dolan. 
Simanowitz recalled trek-
king through mud to reach 
one of Dolan’s cherished 
bird blinds along the Wil-
low Lake trail.

The assemblyman re-
membered Dolan pointing 
out birds and naming each 

one while he tried in vain 
to spot a single bird for 
close to an hour.

“You haven’t lived un-
til you’ve spent 45 minutes 
in a bird blind with Pat,” he 
said. “Today is a reminder 
of how much she cared 
about the parks and this 
community.”

Norma Stegmaier, 
secretary of the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park Con-
servancy and a close friend 
of Dolan’s, said the avid 
gardener planted a germ 
of an idea in the hearts of 
Queens leadership to keep 
city parks a strong asset to 
the borough.

“She wanted to create, 
enrich and preserve the 
parks so everyone could en-
joy them,” she said. “With 
her help, we can all come 
here for something green 
and something beautiful.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Elected officials and friends of the late Pat Dolan unveil a sign officially renaming a nature trail at 
Willow Lake in her honor. Photo by Steve Mosco

Willow Lake trail named for late Pat Dolan

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  aaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn----------------------IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
RaRaRRRaRaRaaaRRRaRRRRRaR tetetetetetetettteteet ssssssssssssssss aaaaaaapapppppaaaaaapaaaaaappaaaaaaapaaapaaaaaaaaaaaaa ppppplpllllllppplyyyyyyyyyy tttotttttotototototototttot AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAsssststttstssstssststoroorrorororooo iaiaiiaiiiiiaiaiia llllllllllllllococococccoccoccococooocc ttatatattatttattttatattttatatttttatiiiioioiooioioiionnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ooooooooononononononnononononnonononoooooononnnnnooooooonnooooonoonooonoooonoonoooononooooonooooooononononononononoooonoooonononoonoonnoooonoonnnonnooonooooonnnnnnnnnnooooooonnnnnnnnoooonnnnnnlylylylyllylyllllylll

Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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tive, stylish and distinctive 
today as they were back 
then,” he said.

The new historic dis-
trict street signs were 
funded by the New York 
Landmarks Preservation 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
dedicated to supporting 
the work of LPC as well as 
to foster public awareness 
with educational outreach 
such as the “Guide to New 
York City Landmarks.”

“The foundation is 
pleased to fund the historic 
street signs in Ridgewood,” 
said New York Landmarks 
Preservation Foundation 
Chairwoman Christina 
Davis. “This is a very excit-
ing day for the community 
to gather together and cel-
ebrate this historic district 
in their neighborhood.”

The Ridgewood North 
Historic District is the 
third historic district in 
Ridgewood. The Stockholm 
Street Historic District 
between Onderdonk and 
Woodward avenues was 
designated in November 
2000 and consists of a block 
of 36 brick rowhouses con-
structed between 1907 and 
1910.

Meanwhile, the Ridge-
wood South Historic Dis-
trict, bounded by Wood-
ward and Onderdonk 

avenues and Catalpa Av-
enue and Woodbine Street, 
was designated in October 
2010 and consists of simi-
lar Mathews Flats as well 
as the St. Matthias Roman 
Catholic Church.

Landmarks is also 
considering the proposed 
Central Ridgewood Histor-
ic District. Bounded by For-
est Avenue and Fresh Pond 
Road on the east and west 
and Woodbine Street and 
71st Avenue on the north 
and south, the proposed 
district would protect ap-
proximately 940 buildings 
of intact brick row houses 
built by German Ameri-
cans in the early 1900s.

Paul Kerzner, presi-
dent of the Ridgewood 
Property Owners and Civic 
Association, said the neigh-
borhood welcomes the 
historic designations as it 
serves to benefit property 
values.

“If one were to look at 
historic districts through-
out the city, it’s clear such 
designations protect the in-
tegrity of a neighborhood’s 
housing stock and its prop-
erty values,” he said.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Elected officials joined 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission and 
community residents to un-
veil new street signs mark-
ing the Ridgewood North 
Historic District last week.

The district, composed 
of 96 apartment build-
ings bounded by Forest, 

Fairview and Gates ave-
nues and Woodbine Street, 
was constructed at the 
turn of the 20th century. 
The units were seen as a 
step forward from the over-
crowded and unsanitary 
conditions associated with 
tenement housing.

The complex also 
transformed Ridgewood 
into a middle-class urban 

neighborhood, according to 
officials.

“The Mathews Flats 
are an important part of the 
city’s history,” City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) said. 
“This historic district des-
ignation ensures that the 
architecture and historical 
significance of these build-
ings will be preserved.”

LPC Chairman Robert 
Tierney said Ridgewood’s 
ushered in a new standard 
in apartments — a standard 
that continues to this day.

“The flats buildings of 
Ridgewood set a new stan-
dard in moderate-income 
housing in New York City 
when they were completed 
more than 100 years ago, 
and they remain as innova-

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.) and Ridgewood residents 
unveil new historic signs to be placed throughout the neighbor-
hood. Photo courtesy Elizabeth Crowley

City marks historic Ridgewood with street signs

There’s nothing like  individual attention 
from a Princeton Review tutor .

Learn more at PrincetonReview.com/Tutoring 
800-273-8439 Ext. 1083 | PrincetonReview.com

|
Tutoring Programs

Add a few hours of tutoring onto an SAT® or ACT® 

prep course or sign up for a 24 hour tutoring program.

Either way you’ll benefit from:
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BY PHIL CORSO

A city-based nonprofit 
has set its sights on parts 
of Astoria and Long Island 
City to combat rising tem-
peratures, armed with no 
more than buckets of white 
paint.

By resurfacing some of 
the borough’s blackest roof-
tops with a solar-reflective 
white coating, the environ-
mentally-focused White 
Roof Project has worked in 
conjunction with the city’s 
CoolRoofs initiative to re-
duce the sun’s strength in 
various hot spots through-
out the city — with parts 
of western Queens next in 
line.

Heather James, a 
board member at the White 
Roof Project, said Astoria 
landed on the group’s radar 
after heat-related deaths 
caused by power outages 
became noted problems in 
the past, including a wide-
spread blackout affecting 

more than 170,000 residents 
in 2006. The blackout dark-
ened the parts of the north-
east and the city.

The group teamed up 
with neighborhood spon-
sors USPowerGen and 
Great White Coatings to 
identify some of the most 
vulnerable buildings in the 
borough.

“Any measures that we 
can take to reduce energy 
consumption in the neigh-
borhood are important to 
reducing the risk of such 
brownouts during peak 
load times,” James said. 
“White roofing is one such 
measure. The neighbor-
hood also has a number of 
low-rise, flat-roofed build-
ings — good candidates for 
white roofing — and has 
been a victim of environ-
mental injustice due to the 
importance of its location 
to power transmission ser-
vices.”

A 2006 report released 
by the New York State En-

ergy Research and Devel-
opment Authority showed 
that neighborhoods like 
Long Island City were some 
of the city’s hottest areas 
during the daytime. The re-

port identified parts of the 
city most affected by urban 
heat — a problem usually 
found in dense neighbor-
hoods with an abundance 
of tar rooftops and heat-ab-

sorbing blacktop on build-
ings and streets.

And with summer 
just months away and 2012 
in the books as the hottest 
year on record for the con-
tinental United States, City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) said whiter 
rooftops were just what his 
part of town needed to save 
money and resources.

The councilman 
signed on to the cause along 
with state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) when 
the White Roof Project so-
licited community input 
with plans to move into the 
borough and white-out low-
income buildings and non-
profits.

“With temperatures 
and energy costs both ris-
ing, white roofing is a 
simple way for people to 
save some green while be-
ing green,” Vallone said. 
“I am proud to be working 

with the White Roof Project 
and the Astoria community 
on this initiative, and I am 
hopeful that it will save 
residents money, help our 
environment and prevent 
more blackouts like the 
one we suffered eight years 
ago.”

The White Roof Proj-
ect focuses mostly on low-
income buildings and non-
profits because they are 
most typically strapped for 
cash, James said. The non-
profit has already worked 
to white-out hundreds of 
rooftops in other parts of 
the city and also serves as 
an advisory hub for build-
ing owners looking to save 
money throughout the 
country, administrators 
said.

Anyone looking to vol-
unteer with or contribute 
to the White Roof Project 
as it continues to scope out 
the city’s blackest tops can 
visit them at whiteroofproj-
ect.org.

Members of the White Roof Project douse a city roof-
top in reflective paint to reduce the strength of the sun. 

Photo courtesy the White Roof Project

Nonprofi t plans to paint Astoria’s hottest roofs

vs. Phillies THIS WEEKEND!

FRI., APR. 26  7:10PM

SAT., APR. 27  1:05PM

SUN., APR. 28  1:10PM
Iron Man 3 Water Bottle Giveaway 
courtesy of - First 15,000 Fans
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens runner who com-
pleted the Boston Marathon de-
cided to host a 5k race in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park to raise 
money for families affected by the 
terrorist attacks last week.

Kevin Montalvo hails from 
Jackson Heights and was on a bus 
out of Boston after he completed 
the race when he began to see am-
bulances and crowds racing back 
toward the downtown area on the 
day of the attacks.

“I checked my phone and 
saw that there had been two ex-
plosions and thought this is just 
unreal,” he said.

Three people, including an 
8-year-old boy, were killed when 
two homemade bombs consist-
ing of pressure cookers filled 
with an explosive substance and 
shrapnel exploded near the finish 
line at about 4 p.m. April 15. The 
suspects in the bombings were 
two brothers of Chechen descent 
who were born in the neighbor-

ing region of Dagestan, according 
to multiple reports,  but had lived 
in the United States for about a 
decade. 

In the aftermath of the bomb-
ing, Montalvo, who has been a 
competitive runner for two years, 
decided he wanted to do some-
thing to help.

He and a friend were already 
planning to host a 5K run May 
11 around Willow Lake in Flush-
ing Meadows to benefit members 
of the armed services. The event 
was initially supposed to be a 
fund-raiser as part of the Wound-
ed Warrior Project, a nonprofit 
that helps organize events to ben-
efit wounded veterans.

But after Montalvo ap-
proached the co-organizer of the 
event, U.S. Marine Raul Heugas, 
they decided to open the run up to 
anyone who wants to provide aid 
to Boston as well.

“Raising money for the 
wounded vets is something that 
should receive no deflection of 
priority,” Montalvo said.

Currently, runners who want 
to sign up and pay the entrance 
fee, which all goes to the Wound-
ed Warrior Project, can visit 

support.woundedwarriorproject.
org/individual-fundraising/jar-
headforvetswarrior5k/.

But the Jackson Heights 

native hopes to boost the ranks 
of runners to more than 100 to 
provide support for the running 
community and show solidarity 
between cities.

Anyone who shows up on 
race day and pays cash will have 
that money donated to One Fund 
Boston, a nonprofit formed by 
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick 
and Boston Mayor Tom Menino 
to help those most affected by the 
tragedy.

Montalvo is still hoping to 
get some equipment, like mile 
markers and numbered bibs from 
city running organizations like 
the New York Road Runners Club 
and New York City Runs, for the 
event, an official 5k sanctioned by 
United States of America Track 
and Field, the national organiza-
tion governing track and field 
events.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Medical workers tend to injured spectators following an explosion at the finish 
line of the Boston Marathon. AP Photo/Charles Krupa

Jackson Heights man plans 5K race to benefi t Boston
Mini-marathon in Flushing Meadows Corona Park to raise money for those affected by bombings
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CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
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BY STEVE MOSCO AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

An Elmira, N.Y., man 
who claims he is running 
for a council office upstate 
was arrested and charged 
with harassing U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria) over her support of 
proposed gun control leg-
islation, police and the con-
gresswoman said.

Ronald Buchanan, 39, 
was nabbed Wednesday 
by the NYPD and charged 
with two counts of aggra-
vated harassment and one 
count of harassment in the 
first degree, misdemeanor 
charges that  include stalk-
ing and menacing, a spokes-
man for the police said. 

A criminal complaint 
filed by the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office 
said Buchanan made sev-
eral phone calls April 2 to 
Maloney’s Queens office, 

which were automatically 
forwarded to her Manhat-
tan office.

The complaint also 
said Buchanan told police, 
“I made calls to her. I did 
not mean them as threats. 
I’m running for office as 
a councilman here and I 
wanted her and others to 
know that if the govern-
ment takes away the peo-
ple’s Second Amendment 
rights, then the people 
would rise. I made some 
phone calls from my cell-
phone and other calls from 
my home phone.”

According to the state 
Board of Elections, there 
is no evidence Buchanan 
is running for council in 
Elmira.

The phone calls were 
fielded by a staff member 
who the complaint said felt 
“threatened and alarmed” 
by the harassment.

He is currently being 

held on $20,000 bail.
In response to the ar-

rest, Maloney released a 
statement Friday, praising 
law enforcement officials.

“For me, one of the 
most deeply disturbing as-
pects of this episode has 
been the fact that this indi-
vidual threatened my life 
over my support for gun 
control. Despite the setback 
in the Senate this week, 
despite the threats, and 
despite the grotesque mis-
characterizations of what 
the gun bills contained, the 
forces of reason will carry 
on,” she said in the state-
ment.

“All of us who hope 
to see common-sense leg-
islation enacted must be 
resolute and persevere in 
our efforts to address the 
plague of gun violence in 
America. My resolve is, if 
anything, even stronger af-
ter these threats.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio has appealed 
to the MTA to rescind its 
decision to curtail A train 
shuttle bus service in the 
Rockaways while operat-
ing nonstop trains to serve 
Manhattanites traveling to 
the Hamptons.

“Talk about a Tale of 
Two cities!” de Blasio said 
at a rally in Far Rockaway 
last Friday.

“These aren’t just cuts 
— they are cuts to the tran-
sit lifeline for thousands 
of low-income people still 
suffering from [Hurricane] 
Sandy,” de Blasio said. 
“The MTA can’t throw the 
Rockaways under the bus. 
If it can expand service for 
Manhattanites weekend-
ing in the Hamptons, then 
it can afford to do right by 
hard-hit families in the 

Rockaways.”
The shuttle bus re-

placed A trains after Sandy 
hit in late October, cut-
ting off subway service be-
yond Howard Beach to the 
Rockaways. The shuttle 
bus is now a critical tran-
sit source for thousands of 
residents in neighborhoods 
like Arverne, Edgemere 
and Far Rockaway.

But MTA spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz said the shuttle 
bus service was introduced 
on an emergency basis after 
the hurricane and the MTA 
erred by making more ser-
vice available than what 
turned out to be needed.

“With these changes 
we are really just making 
adjustments responding to 
actual demand,” he said.
-  DeBlasio, who is 
a Democratic candidate for 
mayor, blasted the MTA for 
cutting back weekly shuttle 

bus service to 75 runs from 
94 runs starting April 22 
and reducing weekend ser-
vice by 40 percent.

He and Transit Work-
ers Union workers were 
joined by state Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) and City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton).

They demanded the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority cancel its 
reduction of the shuttle 
bus service until repairs to 
the A train have been com-
pleted.

De Blasio said the 2011 
U.S. census indicates New 
Yorkers who live near the 
Beach 44th Street station 
have the lowest median 
household income — $18,370 
— among riders along the 
entire A train route.

De Blasio’s office said 

Upstater accused of threats 
 to Maloney admits he called

DeBlasio slams shuttle bus cuts 
as MTA plans Hamptons express STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Continued on Page 54
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

A full stop work or-
der and two ECB viola-
tions were issued against 
a three-story building in 
Astoria that partially col-
lapsed during reconstruc-
tion work Monday, causing 
the injury of a construction 
worker, according to the 
city Department of Build-
ings and police.

A DOB spokeswoman 
said the full stop work or-
der was put into place as a 
result of the collapse and 
that one of the violations 
was issued for failure to 
safeguard and the other for 
no approved plans at the job 
site.

She said in meantime 
a sidewalk shed has been 
put into place and the DOB 
continues to investigate.

The construction 

worker suffered from a 
laceration on his head and 
was not seriously injured, 
police said.

Elias Rizos, who 
knows the building owner, 
said several stones from 
the facade fell when work-
ers renovating  the space to 
make way for a frozen yo-
gurt shop exposed a rusty 
beam.

He said the damage 
was not serious and the 
building was structurally 
sound.

“The building is safe,” 
he said. “You see the col-
umns are there, the beams 
are there.”

He seemed perplexed 
by a crowd that had gath-
ered around the scene, 
which was roped off by po-
lice tape.

“The people are mak-
ing a big deal for no rea-
son,” he said.

The owner of the build-
ing, at 31-19 30th Ave., is 
listed as Fertitta Produce, 
Inc., and the building is 
holds a mix of commercial 
and office units.

Rizos said the owner 
was there when part of the 
facade collapsed.

Police officers, a U.S. 
Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration 
worker and a DOB emer-
gency response worker 
were on the scene Monday 
afternoon a few hours after 
the incident.

The manager of a 
Dunkin’ Donuts next door 
to the building was among 
those people who had gath-
ered to watch the activity.

Luna Akhter said she 
had been working when a 
portion of the facade went 
down. She said she did not 

WE’RE
HERE TO 

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

Building wall collapse 
injures one in Astoria

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 48
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRTIRED OF YOUR CAR? 
WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum 

refund up to $3000, must show proof of tax return. Value of purchased vehicle must be $10,000 or greater. *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k 73406 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995 
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 SAVE

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995
 

Auto, 6 cyl,  

A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, 

Stk#73241

RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 35k 

miles, Stk#74688

CIVIC'10 HONDA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

4 cylinder,  

A/C, p/s, p/b, 

32k miles, 

Stk#77868

ALTIMA 2.5 S'12 NISSAN

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

CAMRY LE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 34k miles, 

Stk#66784

4 cylinder,  

A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, 

Stk#73236

SIENNA '11 TOYOTA

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

$149BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD EX ONLY 5k MILES!

2011 HONDA

Stk# 74609, 5k mi! 

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

COROLLA LE
2010 TOYOTA

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

$88BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

$99BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

1-877-625-6766

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

$199BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300*
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, 
NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2005 Chevy Impala, 148k 62653 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2000 Mercedes C240, 126k 66680 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
  2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE

AT

SELECTIONSAVINGS&&
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

A jury convicted a 
22-year-old Corona man 
of raping and attempting 
to murder his teenage ex-
girlfriend and mother of 
his young son in Queens 
Supreme Court last Friday, 
the district attorney said.

“The facts of this case 
— in which the defendant 
has been found guilty of 
the violent assault on his 
child’s mother and the deg-
radation and humiliation 
that she had previously suf-
fered at his hands — clearly 
shows that he is a threat 
to society and deserving 
of a maximum prison sen-
tence,” DA Richard Brown 
said.

Daniel Paguay had 
tried to win his then-17-
year-old ex-girlfriend back 
in 2011 and became violent 
when she rebuffed him, tri-
al testimony revealed.

He was convicted of 
attempted murder, rape, 
assault, burglary, criminal 
trespass, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and sever-
al other charges, according 
to the DA.

Brown said that one 
night in April 2011, Paguay 
went to the victim’s home in 
Corona to ask her to move 
back in with him, but when 
she said no he forced her 

at knifepoint to his home a 
few houses away.

Once there he took 
her into the basement and 
stabbed her in the thigh, 
Brown said.

“I did that to make you 
feel the same as me,” he was 
charged as saying.

He then raped her be-
fore releasing her to return 
home, the DA said.

Then two months lat-
er, on June 20, the same day 
Paguay failed to appear in 
Queens Criminal Court in 
connection with the rape, 
testimony revealed a bloody 
scene took place elsewhere 
in the borough.

Brown said that morn-
ing Paguay chased the 
victim down 38th Avenue, 
capturing her and choking 
her.

Paguay then dragged 
her into the Fine Fare Su-
permarket, at 109th Street 

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Legislators in Queens 

want a murder that took 
place a year ago in LeFrak 
City to finally be solved 
and are asking residents 
to come forward with any 
information that can help 
lead to the perpetrator’s 
capture.

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Sunnyside) 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) held 
a news conference last 
Thursday to decry the un-
solved murder of Theodore 
Malcolm Greene, who was 
shot and killed by an un-
known person in front of 
98-25 Horace Harding Ex-
pwy. the morning of April 
20, 2012.

The person responsi-
ble is still be at large.

“We have not forgotten 
that the individual respon-
sible for the murder of The-

odore Greene is still roam-
ing our streets,” Dromm 
said. “We will continue to 
work together as a commu-
nity to make sure that the 
killer is finally brought to 
justice.”

Greene graduated 
from Monsignor Scanlon 
High School in the Bronx, 
where he led the basketball 
team to the Varsity C cham-
pionship in 2002, accord-
ing to his obituary on the 
J. Foster Phillips Funeral 
Home website. He went on 
to graduate from Bethune 
Cookman University in 

May 2009 with a degree in 
biology.

“To put Theodore 
Greene’s killer away, we 
need your help,” Peralta 
said. “We need anyone 
with information to step 
forward. As a community, 
we need to denounce gun 
violence and come together 
and help police however we 
can.”

Dromm and Peralta 
announced $2,000 in pri-
vate donations to anyone 
providing information lead-
ing to the arrest of Greene’s 
murderer has recently 
been secured, in addition 
to the $22,000 reward listed 
on Crimestoppers. That 
brings the total reward to 
$24,000.

Of the $2,000 in private 
donations, Dromm is con-
tributing $1,000, Peralta 
obtained $500 from the Bo-
gopa Service Corp. and an-

Electeds seek residents’ help
in slaying of Lefrak tenant

Corona man found guilty 
of rape, attempted murder

THEODORE GREENE

Continued on Page 38

Daniel Paguay at his trial in 
Kew Gardens court. Paguay 
was convicted of raping and at-
tempting to murder his ex-girl-
friend, the mother of his young 
son. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Continued on Page 48
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Training relatives in caregiv-
ing can ease their burden and 
aid stroke survivors. More than 
81 million baby boomers live in 
the United States, and most are 
at or exceed the age of 55. This is 
the age when the odds of having 
a stroke and becoming a stroke 
caregiver start to increase. It is 
important to know how to pre-
vent stroke and how to prepare 
in case you or a family member 
experiences one.

Each year, 700,000 people 
have a new or recurrent stroke. 
In adults over 55, the lifetime 

risk for stroke is greater than 
one in six, and women have a 
higher risk than men.

The fi rst line of defense for all 
people, not just those over age 55, 
is to know the stroke warning 
signs, manage stroke risk factors 
and visit the doctor regularly. 
Some risk factors are high blood 
pressure, smoking, obesity, hav-
ing a family history of stroke or 
having had a transient ischemic 
attack, or “ministroke.”

If you or a family member 
has one or more of these risk fac-
tors, there is a real possibility 

you could become a stroke care-
giver. Making plans now will 
save an immeasurable amount 
of time and stress later, and al-
low you to concentrate on what 
really matters in a health crisis 
— your family member.

According to an American 
Stroke Association survey, two 
out of three people say they are 
prepared in the event they be-
come a caregiver, yet only seven 
percent of those same respon-
dents are planning — or have 
planned — for the event.

“Families don’t realize that 

even stroke survivors who re-
gain functional independence 
will need constant, full-time 
care for an extended period of 
time while rehabilitating. They 
may need care for one month, 10 
years, or a

lifetime,” explained Rob-
ert Adams, MD and American 
Stroke Association volunteer.

Taking simple actions now 
can help protect against — and, 
in some instances, eliminate 
— the impact that comes with 

 

  

A TimesLedger Special Section, Apr. 26 - May 2, 2013

Boomers need to prepare for becoming caregivers

While more women than 
men have strokes — the 
leading cause of disability 
and third-leading cause of 
death in the United States — 
a new national survey con-
ducted by HealthyWomen, 
the nation’s leading inde-
pendent health information 
source for women, found 
that many women may be 
dramatically underestimat-
ing their risk.

Leean Hendrix did. At age 
26, the former Miss Arizona 
was talking to her friend 
when she suddenly realized 
her speech had become in-
comprehensible. Concerned, 
she looked in the mirror and 
realized the right side of her 
face was drooping. She knew 
immediately something was 
wrong.

“When I went to the hos-
pital, I learned I had suffered 
a stroke. I never thought 
it would happen to me,” 
said Leean. “I was young, 
healthy and in shape.”

According to the survey 
of 2,000 women, which was 
conducted in partnership 
with the National Stroke 
Association and the Ameri-
can College of Emergency 
Physicians by Harris Inter-
active, 40 percent of women 
said they were only some-
what — or not at all — con-
cerned about experiencing 

a stroke in their lifetime. 
Furthermore, although 
women are twice as likely 
to die from stroke as they 
are from breast cancer, the 
survey found that women 
believed breast cancer to be 
fi ve times more prevalent 
than stroke.

“The results of the sur-
vey underscore what we 
see too often with women 
when it comes to dealing 
with their unique health is-
sues,” said Elizabeth Batta-
glino Cahill, RN, executive 
director of HealthyWomen. 
“As they put the health of 
family members and every-
one else fi rst, they often un-
derestimate their own risks 
and ignore warning signs 
of serious health problems, 
like stroke.”

An acute ischemic stroke 
occurs when an obstruction, 
such as a blood clot, blocks 
blood fl ow to the brain. The 
obstruction deprives the 
brain of blood and oxygen, 
destroying valuable nerve 
cells in the affected area 
within minutes.

“Stroke knows no gender 
and can happen to anyone 
at any age,” said Marilyn 
Rymer, MD, director of the 
Brain and Stroke Institute at 
Saint Luke’s Hospital in Kan-
sas City. “Given the preva-
lence of stroke in women, it is 

especially critical for women 
to understand the risk fac-
tors and symptoms.”

Only 27 percent of women 
surveyed could name more 
than two of the six primary 
stroke symptoms. 

“If you experience any 
of the symptoms of a stroke, 
it is imperative to call 9-1-1 

so you receive immediate 
medical attention, even if 
the symptoms go away,” 
said Angela Gardner, MD, 
president of the Ameri-
can College of Emergency 
Physicians. “Time equals 
brain; for every minute the 
brain is deprived of oxygen, 
it may lose up to 1.9 million 

brain cells. If you are hav-
ing even one of the symp-
toms of stroke, come to the 
emergency department so 
we can evaluate and treat 
you.”

Because of her stroke, 
Leean has no memories of 
her high school days. How-
ever, she’s using her experi-

ence to educate others. 
“I am living proof that 

a stroke really can happen 
to anyone and I urge all 
women to take control of 
their health and learn the 
signs and risk factors for 
stroke.”

For more, visit www.
healthywomen.org. 

Women and stroke: How much do you know?

Continued on Page 34
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becoming a stroke care-
giver.

• First, know and man-
age your and your family 
member’s stroke risk fac-
tors.

• Second, identify ma-
terials to educate your-
self and your family on 
what being a caregiver 
involves.

• Third, ask your at-
risk family members 
about their fi nancial situ-
ation.

• Finally, take stock of 
your own fi nancial health 

and retirement savings.
Taking simple actions 

now can help protect 
against the impact that 
comes with becoming a 
stroke caregiver.

For more, call the 
American Stroke Associ-
ation at (888) 4-STROKE, 
or visit StrokeAssocia-
tion.org. 

Continued from Page 33

Caregivers

Taking the time to answer a 
few questions may help to reduce 
your risk of stroke. Stroke is the 
number three cause of death of 
Americans and is a leading cause 
of disability.

This year, it will strike 700,000 
Americans of all ages, genders 
and ethnicities. A member of your 
family, a friend or neighbor — or 
even you — could be a victim.

Many Americans are not 
aware of their stroke risk factors, 
many of which can be prevented 
or controlled. You can start to 
take control by knowing what fac-
tors put you at risk. Check all that 
apply to you.

• Age: For every decade after 
age 55, your chance of stroke dou-
bles.

• Family history: Your mother, 
father, sister, brother or grand-
parent had a stroke, or your fa-
ther or brother had a heart attack 
before age 55, or your mother or 
sister had a heart attack before 
age 65.

• Previous stroke or transient 
ischemic attack: You have had a 
stroke or transient ischemic attack (“min-
istroke”).

• Blood pressure: Your blood pressure is 
140/90 mm Hg or higher (high blood pres-
sure), a healthcare professional has said 
your blood pressure is high, your blood 
pressure is 120/80 to 139/89 mm Hg (prehy-
pertension), or you don’t know what your 
blood pressure is.

• Tobacco smoke: You smoke, live, or work 
with people who smoke tobacco regularly.

• Diabetes: You have diabetes (a fast-
ing blood sugar reading of 126 mg/dL or 
higher), you need medi-

cine to control your blood sugar, or you 
have been told you have an impaired ability 
to control your blood sugar (a fasting blood 
sugar reading greater than 100 mg/dL).

• Total cholesterol: Your cholesterol is 
240 mg/dL or higher, or you don’t know 
your level.

• HDL cholesterol: Your HDL — or “good” 
cholesterol — is less than 40 mg/dL, or you 
don’t know your HDL cholesterol levels.

• Physical activity: Your physical activ-
ity level is less than a total of 30 minutes on 
most days.

• Carotid or other artery disease: You 
have been told you have disease in the ca-
rotid arteries (the blood vessels that supply 
blood to the brain) or you have peripheral 
artery disease (primarily affects blood ves-
sels of the legs).

• Certain blood disorders: You have been 
told you have a high red blood cell count or 
sickle cell disease (also called sickle cell 
anemia).

• Atrial fi brillation: You have a heart 
rhythm disorder called atrial fi brillation.

• Other heart disease: You have coronary 
heart disease or other heart condition(s), or 
you have had a heart attack.

If one or more of these choices apply to 
you, studies show you are at increased risk 
for stroke. See a healthcare provider for a 
complete assessment of your risks. 

To learn more, call, toll free, (888) 
4-STROKE or visit www.StrokeAssocia-
tion.org.

Do you know your risk of stroke?

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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April 20-27 is National 
Infant Immunization Week

Call your child’s doctor today!

Fidelis Care is working to keep our 
members and the community healthy.

Is Your Child Covered? Fidelis Care offers New York State
sponsored free or low-cost health insurance coverage for
children under 19 through the Child Health Plus program.

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547) • fideliscare.org

Children under the age of 2 don't have all the defenses they need to fight 
off infection. Immunizations (shots) protect them from dangerous childhood 
diseases like: 

•  Whooping Cough •  Mumps •  Polio •  Tetanus

•  Hepatitis  •  Diphtheria •  Measles and more...

•  Rotavirus •  Flu •  Chickenpox

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before

they can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

For more information about Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678 
For more information about Medicaid, Family Health Plus, and Child Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765

Measles and Chickenpox are just two of the diseases that you can
prevent by having your child immunized.

Each year, 780,000 Amer-
icans suffer a stroke. It is 
the third leading cause of 
death and the leading cause 
of long-term disability in 
the United States. Yet, many 
Americans do not know the 
symptoms or what to do 
when they witness someone 
having a stroke. 

“Stroke is an unmistak-
able event. Few other medi-
cal conditions come on so 
suddenly or are so notice-
able to a bystander,” said 
Walter J. Koroshetz, MD, 
deputy director of the Insti-
tute. “For this reason, it is 
critical that people know to 
call 9-1-1 and get to the hos-
pital to receive appropriate 

medical treatment immedi-
ately when a stroke occurs. 
Prompt treatment can dra-
matically decrease or even 
prevent long-term disabili-
ties caused by a stroke.”

A stroke occurs when 
blood fl ow to the brain is 
interrupted. Brain cells die 
when deprived of oxygen 
and nutrients provided by 
blood. Because stroke in-
jures the brain, if you are 
having a stroke, you may 
not realize what is happen-
ing. But, to a bystander, the 
signs of a stroke are dis-
tinct:

• Sudden numbness or 
weakness of the face, arm 
or leg (especially on one 

side of the body)
• Sudden confusion, trou-

ble speaking or understand-
ing speech

• Sudden trouble seeing 
in one or both eyes

• Sudden dizziness, trou-
ble walking, or loss of bal-
ance or coordination

• Sudden severe head-

ache with no known cause
In treating a stroke, ev-

ery minute counts. Knowing 
the symptoms of a stroke, 
making note of the time of 
the fi rst stroke symptoms, 
and getting to the hospital 
quickly — within 60 min-
utes if possible — can help 
you save yourself, or some-

one you know, from serious 
long-term disability.

Making changes in your 
lifestyle can help prevent 
stroke. Risk factors for 
stroke include high blood 
pressure, diabetes, smok-
ing, heart disease, family 
history of stroke, high cho-
lesterol, and being over-

weight. Talk to your doc-
tor and let him know about 
the concerns you may have 
about the risk factors of 
stroke. Find out your risks 
and take action.

For more information, 
visit www.stroke.ninds.
nih.gov.

Stroke is a medical emergency and every minute counts

It affects more than 
240,000 Americans every 
year, according to National 
Stroke Association, but 
most people don’t know 
what it is and many don’t 
realize when they’ve had 
one. It’s called transient 
ischemic attack — and it’s 
a major warning sign that a 
stroke may happen.

Many don’t know they’ve 
had an attack because it 
happens so quickly. Accord-
ing to National Stroke As-
sociation, attacks last less 
than a day — most last less 
than fi ve minutes — and 
don’t leave any lasting ef-
fects to cause worry. Many 
people don’t tell their doc-
tors about the short-lived 
attack, but it’s important 
to seek immediate medical 
care because more than one-
third of people who have an 
attack will suffer a stroke. 
In fact, although studies 
may vary, up to 20 percent 
will have one within 90 
days, says the American 
Heart Association.

By knowing more about 
transient ischemic attacks, 
you can recognize your 
risk, know when to seek im-

mediate medical attention, 
and talk with your doctor 
about treatment options 
and lifestyle changes that 
can help reduce the risk of 
stroke after an attack.

It’s important to call 9-1-1 
immediately if an attack oc-
curs. Here’s how to recog-
nize if you or someone you 
know is having an attack:

• Sudden numbness or 
weakness of the face, arm 
or leg, especially on one 
side of the body

• Sudden trouble seeing 
in one or both eyes

• Sudden confusion, 
trouble speaking or under-
standing

• Sudden dizziness, trou-
ble walking, loss of balance 
or coordination

• Sudden, severe head-
ache with no known cause

“Transient ischemic at-
tack and stroke education are 
so important. If I had known 
more, I would have talked to 
my doctor about my risk and 
tried to reduce it before I had 
a stroke,” said attack patient 
Charlie Harris, 62. 

For more information, 
visit www.TalkAboutTIA.
com.

What you don’t 
know can hurt you
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Walter Karling
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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other $500 was pledged by 
an anonymous donor.

“It is up to our com-
munity to do everything it 
can to help the NYPD help 
catch the killer,” Dromm 
said. “By increasing the re-
ward amount, we are send-
ing a strong message that 

we are not giving up on our 
search.”

Anyone with infor-
mation about Greene’s 
murder was asked to call 
Crimestoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS.

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The MTA was investi-
gating the death of a signal 
maintainer, who the agen-
cy said was working on the 
system when he was struck 
by a northbound E train 
entering the 46th Street 
station in Astoria early 
Wednesday morning.

Police said Louis 
Moore, 58, of Hollis, was 
found unconscious and un-
responsive on the track’s 
roadbed around 3:30 a.m. 
The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority said 
Moore had been working 
with NYC Transit for eight 
years. Emergency respond-
ers pronounced him dead at 
the scene, police said.

The MTA released a 
statement saying an in-
vestigation into the death 
was underway and the city 
Transit Office of System 

Safety would conduct a for-
mal board of inquiry into 
the incident.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall released 
a statement about Moore, 
saying his death “is a sad 
and tragic event.”

“He was a hardwork-
ing individual, working 

the overnight shift on a 
subway line that carries 
tens of thousands of rid-
ers in Queens every single 
day. As borough president, 
I extend our borough’s sym-
pathy and condolences to 
his family, friends and col-
leagues.”

BY STEVE MOSCO

Former U.S. Rep. An-
thony Weiner has lived to 
tweet again.

The disgraced For-
est Hills congressman re-
turned this week with a 
new handle on Twitter, the 
social media site that was 
the scene of his downfall in 
2011.

Weiner, whose name 
appeared as a possible 
mayoral candidate after a 
Marist College poll placed 
him second among Demo-
crats last week, tweeted a 
sexual image of himself to 
a woman in May 2011. He 

eventually resigned his 
position after he admitted 
to having several explicit 
sexting affairs with women 
over Twitter and Facebook 
whom he never met in per-
son.

The former lawmaker 
has sent three tweets from 
his new handle, @antho-

nyweiner, where he boasts 
more than 9,000 followers 
and his biography states 
he is “fighting to keep New 
York City the Capital of 
the Middle Class.” His old 
Twitter handle, @repwein-
er, is still active with close 
to 70,000 followers and the 
last tweet links users to his 
new outlet.

Weiner was viewed as 
a strong contender for the 
mayor’s post before he re-
signed and he still has close 
to $4.5 million in his cam-
paign war chest, according 
to the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board.

ANTHONY WEINER

Weiner starts new Twitter career  
amid steady mayoral rumors

Subway train strikes, kills 
Transit Authority worker

Continued from Page 32 

Murder
Commuters head into the station at the corner of 46th Street and 
Broadway. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 48
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Elinore Schnurr refers 
to herself as “a contemporary 
representational painter” who 
paints real scenes of people liv-
ing in the everyday world.  View-
ing herself as a subjective paint-
er, Little Neck resident Schnurr 
has painted six different series of 
paintings throughout her career 
that not only imply her feelings 
toward her subjects but exhibit 
her development as an artist as 
she adds more complex elements 

into her paintings.
Growing up in a small town 

in Ohio, Schnurr attended the 
Cleveland Institute of Art.  After 
graduation she traveled through-
out Europe where she studied 
art in the great museums.  When 
she returned to the United States 
in 1960, she settled in New York 
City, where she was able to start 
her career as a painter.

When Schnurr first moved 
to the city, she sketched people 
walking around the Wall Street 
area with the buildings’ stone 

facades behind them.  While she 
was fascinated by her new envi-
ronment, she drew hollow, empty 
figures passing each other anon-
ymously in the streets in reac-
tion to the feelings of emptiness 
she felt as a newcomer in a city 
with which she was unfamiliar.  
Her works from this period are 
now in public collections in the 
Cleveland Museum in Ohio and 
the Smithsonian Museum of Art 
in Washington, D.C.

Living near Columbia Uni-
versity during the 1960s and 

’70s, Schnurr found herself sur-
rounded by the violence in her 
neighborhood when students 
were protesting the Vietnam 
War.  Although her experi-
ences on these streets were 
chaotic, she personally 
protested by exploring 
Zen and Eastern phi-
losophy, which helped 
to change her paint-
ing style.  Schnurr 
revealed, “The 
solid or hollow, 
formerly empty 
figures became 
transparent; 
I painted fig-
ures that 

one could walk through: form-
less form, colorless color; a coun-
ter-culture response to the chaos 

surrounding me.”
In the ’80s, Schnurr 

created a collection 
of paintings called 
“The World Trade 
Center Series.”  Be-
tween 1984 and 1989, 
Schnurr took black 
and white photos 

and drew people 
in the lobby of 
Tower II.  To 
imitate the 

Little Neck painter’s take on images of everyday life

Continued on 
Page 42

Little Neck painter’s take on images of ever

Elinore Schnurr’s painting “Times Square Reflected” comments on the 
media intrusion into all aspects of life. Courtesy Elinore Schnurr

ELINORE SCHNURR
Photo couresty Allison Plitt

rrrrr’r’r’’r’r’r’ss ppppapaaaaappp iiinnntttitiittittinggggngngg ““““TTiTiTimemmemeeemeemes SqSquauuuaaarereeee RRRefefeflleel tccteeed” cocommeeenntststs oonnn tttthhhhtthhhttt eeeee
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Answers in Sports

BY CARMEN CUSIDO 

Amanda Monaco 
wants to share her love 
of jazz with others while 
they have fun and learn 
more about the history of 
the music and its ties to 
Queens.

“Our goal is to create 
community and share the 
love and joy of the music 
with the people,” said Mo-
naco, 39, of Queens Jazz 
OverGround, a non-profit 
collective that formed last 
year to support jazz artists 
in the borough. “We want 
to inspire others to be cre-
ative,” added Monaco, who 
teaches at Berklee College 
of Music in Boston.

A musician since she 
was 12 who has been play-
ing professionally since 
she was 15, Monaco will 
be one of several borough 
artists who will perform 
as part of the Queens Jazz 
OverGround Spring Jazz 
Festival this week.

The free festival be-
gins at noon on Saturday, 

April 27, and runs late 
into the evening, and will 

be held at Flushing Town 
Hall, at 137-35 Northern 
Blvd. There will be work-
shops and classes for chil-
dren, teens and adults and 
performances by local art-
ists. Monaco said around 
300 people are expected to 
come. 

Queens Jazz Over-
Ground also aims to pro-
vide “musical enrichment 
and education to local 
communities and … to 
stimulate wider awareness 
of Queens as a destina-
tion for arts and culture,” 
according to a prepared 
statement.

One of the earlier 
scheduled workshops, ti-
tled “Writing Creatively to 
Our Blues and Jazz Tradi-
tion,” is led by Kirpal Gor-
don, a performer and spo-
ken word artist who has 
presented this program 
in public schools. Another 
early-afternoon event is a 
jazz improvisation master 
class that is open to mid-
dle, high school and col-

lege students.  
An evening perfor-

mance features James 
Spaulding on alto sax and 
flute with the Queens Jazz 
OverGround trio: Amanda 
Monaco on guitar, Mark 
Wade on bass and Brian 
Woodruff on drums.

Betsy Enright, direc-
tor of external affairs for 
the Flushing Council on 
Culture and the Arts, said 
the council is sponsoring 
and promoting the festi-
val to make jazz in Queens 
more visible.  

“They’re young art-
ists who have a great inter-
est in teaching jazz to the 
community,” Enright said 
about the collective. She 
hoped the day-long event 
Saturday would attract not 
only jazz lovers, but people 
who are new to the Queens 
community and who may 
just be learning about this 
music genre.

Enright said some 
audience members may 
come from Manhattan, 

but the bulk will come 
from Queens. The coun-
cil has also advertised in 
different-language media 
to attract a diverse group 
of people to the festival, 
she said.

Queens has a rich his-
tory of jazz. Count Basie, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Lena 
Horne and other musi-
cians once called the St. 
Albans section of the bor-
ough home.

IF YOU GO
Jazz OverGround Spring 
Jazz Festival
Saturday, April 27, Noon 
- 10:30 p.m.
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Flushing
(718) 463-7700
www.queensjazz.org or 
queensjazzoverground@
gmail.com

Jazz takes centerstage at Flushing Town Hall festival

Guitarist Amanda Monaco will perform during Saturday’s Jazz 
OverGround at Flushing Town Hall. Photo courtesy Jazz OverGround
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One of the pleasures 
of the spring season in 
Queens is another musi-
cal from the Astoria Per-

forming Arts Center.  
With production values 
worthy of Broadway and 
performers of professional 
caliber, APAC continues 
to lead the pack.  And at a 
bargain ticket of only $18, 
how can you resist it?

The show this time 
is “Blood Brothers,” by 
Willy Russell (“Educat-
ing Rita” and “Shirley Val-
entine”) about fraternal 
twins separated at birth, 
who lead dramatically 

have and have-not lives, 
become reunited, and fall 
in love with the same girl.  
Now you know that’s got to 
be trouble. 

Just last year “Blood 
Brothers” ended a 24-year 
run on London’s West End, 
a stunning production of 
more than 10,000 perfor-
mances.  On Broadway in 
the mid-90s, it lasted for 
two years, and may be re-
membered for the appear-
ances of Petula Clark 
and the half-brothers Da-

vid and Shaun Cassidy. 
APAC’s Artistic Director 
Tom Wojtunik points out 
that the show has not had 
a major New York produc-
tion since then.  

“After revisiting the 
cast recording and reread-
ing the script,” he says, “I 
was struck by how timely 
it feels – as a country we 
are talking about class dif-

ferences more than ever.” 
APAC  has been 

around for 12 years, and 
since 2005 has been led by 
Executive Director Taryn 

Sacramone, another out-
of-towner who fell in love 

with New York 
City, Astoria in 
particular.  In 
its short life-
time, APAC has 
received 21 New 
York Innovative 
Theatre Award 
n o m i n a t i o n s , 
winning four 
times, and has 
been very vis-
ible in its com-
munity, with 
programs for 
Queens youth 
and senior citi-
zens.  Its office is 
located at Kauf-
man Astoria 
Studios.

“Blood Brothers” 
opens on May 2 and contin-
ues through May 18.  Per-
formances (Thursdays and 
Fridays at 8 p.m. and Sat-
urdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.) 
are at the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist Church, 
at 30-44 Crescent St., Asto-
ria, and tickets are avail-
able at www.apacny.org, 
or by calling 888-596-1027.  
Director Wojtunik prom-
ises some exciting staging 
for the show.  

“The score is incred-
ibly catchy,” he says, “the 
story is very high stakes, 
and as the mother at the 
center of it all is Broadway 
veteran Colleen Hawks 
(‘Shrek the Musical’ and 
‘The Boy from Oz’).”

Some other shows 
coming up deserve your 
attention.  “Some Girls,” 
another battle of the sex-
es play by Neil LaBute, 
a Variations Theatre 
Group production at The 
Chain Theatre in Long Is-
land City, performs May 
3-18.  On the other side of 
Queens, April 26-May 5, is 
Beari Productions concert 

version of “Camelot” at All 
Saints Church in Bayside, 
and at the Free Synagogue 
of Flushing, May 4-12, will 
be an original multi-me-
dia musical called “Let’s 
Hear it for Queens.” And 
for you Sherlock Holmes 
fans, check out Douglas-
ton Community Theatre’s 
“The Hound of the Bask-
ervilles,” May 3-18 at the 
Zion Episcopal Church in 
Douglaston.

You may have noticed 
that all but one of these 
productions are guests at 
houses of worship.  Thank 
God for that, but once again 
I remind you that Queens 
is in urgent need of some 
real theater space.  With 
all the activity on stages 
all over the borough, it’s 
certainly about time.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Astoria PAC’s new musical tackles issues of class and family

Courtesy Astoria Performing Arts Center
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GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

‘Diverse Visions of Reality’ 
— Artist/actor Federico 
Castelluccio presents works 
by a dozen of the top realist 
painters. When: Saturday, 
April 27 and Saturday, May 4, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: Diego Salazar Gallery, 
21-25 44th Ave., Long Island 
City
Contact: (718) 937-9077

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: 
Noguchi’s Studio Practice 
— Includes about 60 hand 
and industrial tools drawn 
from Noguchi’s belongings. 
A handful of his sculptures, 
fi nished and unfi nished, will 
be positioned throughout the 
exhibition as they relate to 
specifi c tools or processes, 
and a 1970 documentary 
including footage of Noguchi 
at work at his Pietrasanta 
studio will run.
When: Through May 12
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Contact: (718) 204-7088

Website: noguchi.org

Erasing Borders — An 
exhibition of visual art created 
by artists living and working 
in the U.S. whose origins 
can be traced to the Indian 
Subcontinent.
When: Through May 12
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $5 (Suggested)/
Members Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Cositas: Little Thing — Artist 
Monica Rodriguez creates 
sculptures and mosaic painting 
from recycled paper.
When: Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, 1 - 4 pm, through 
May 25
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $4,$3/museum members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Namaste —  More than 20 
contributors explore the 
theme of respect using the 
South Asian word “namaste,” 

which means I bow to you, as 
a starting point. The exhibition 
includes art, language, music 
and performances. 
When: Through June 27
Where: Queens College Art 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: www.
queenscollegeartcenter.org

Art Exhibit: Fish and 
Crushed Can Story — Artist 
Iandry Randriamandroso 
uses discarded aluminum 
cans, cardboard and burlap 
to illustrate how growth is 
disrupted by invasive species. 
When: Through July 23
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

Danny Kaye Centennial 
Celebration — Kaye’s 
daughter, Dena, hosts this 
centennial tribute, which 
includes a compilation of 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

shafts of sunlight cascad-
ing into the lobby in which 
her subjects seemed to 
disappear, she painted 
many of these scenes with 
gouache, which she creat-
ed by grinding chalk into 
watercolor, and ac-
cording to Schnurr, 
“allowed color, light 
and shadow to oc-
cur in a spontaneous 
way.”

As Schnurr ma-
tured as a painter, 
she described her 
palette as “becoming 
richer and darker in 
color and tone.”  In 
response to the way 
that light was begin-
ning to overshadow 
her figures, she ex-
plored darker spaces 
such as hotel lobbies, 
cafes and bars which 
led to her ongoing 
work called “Interior 
Series.”  

Now immersing her-
self among the figures 
who were communicating 
and interacting with each 
other, Schnurr painted on 
location with her pochade 
box, a small paint box 
with a sketch board.  Feel-
ing more like a participant 
than an observer in her 
environment, she painted 

her figures with more 
detail, used darker color 
tone and kept a lighter psy-
chological tone.

Deciding to add a new 
perspective to her draw-
ings, Schnurr created an-
other group of paintings 
called “The Outside Look-

ing In Series.”  Using re-
flections so that they are 
broken apart by media, 
space and light, she said, 
“I am working with im-
ages that I see as I pass by 
bars and cafes with glass 
windows that reflect the 
images of the street, inter-
mixing them with the im-
ages of the people inside 
and the interior spaces.”

For example, when a 
reflection of a media im-
age from an electronic 
billboard at Times Square 
mixes in with a bar scene, 
Schnurr is implying the 
intrusion of the media in 
our own relationships and 
interconnectedness.

In her current series 
of paintings, Schnurr cre-
ates works that attempt to 

express the duality of 
the human mind.  For 
example, she paints a 
person sipping a glass 
of wine in a bar with 
a friend while her 
thoughts of a recent 
terrorist attack mani-
fest itself in a picture 
above her head of 
men violently fight-
ing with guns.  Aptly 
titling these pieces 
as “In Our Mind’s 
Eye Series,” Schnurr 
again places various 
window reflections 
on top of her interior 
scenes.  The vivid 
color and texture and 
intricate scene com-

position that create each 
painting invoke the com-
plexity of the times we are 
living in.

For more information 
about Schnurr and her 
paintings, you can visit her 
website at http://elinore-
schnurr.com.  She can be 
contacted by email at info@
elinoreschnurr.com.

Continued from Page 39

Elinore Schnurr says her paintings, like this one called “In Our Mind’s Eye,” are of real people in the 
everyday world.  Courtesy Elinore Schnurr

Continued on Page 44

I am working with 
images that I see as I 

pass by bars and cafes 
with glass windows that 

refl ect the images of 
the street, intermixing 
them with the images 

of the people inside and 
the interior spaces.

Elinore Schnurr
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Time for 
our hair cut...

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Come see our 
woolly sheep go 
from shaggy to 
shorn while you 

enjoy wool spinning 
demonstrations, 
crafts, games 

& more!

queenszoo.com

MAY 4 & 5

Photo©WCS

PRODUCTIONS

“What’s in a Name” — 
Variations Theatre Group 
presents Timothy Nolan’s play 
which centers on a woman 
who, for the fi rst time, sees the 
results of the choices she made 
many years ago. Does she trash 
her present to rectify her past, 
or does she keep going with a 
life she no longer can lead but 
can’t escape from? 
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
and Saturday, April 27 at 8 pm
Where: Chain Theater, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents 
with photo ID showing address
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com

“Once More with Feeling” 
— Theatre Time Productions 
presents a musical cabaret 
concert. 
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 27, 8 pm; and 
Sunday, 28, 3 pm

Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $18, $16/seniors and 
students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream” — William 
Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedy, portrays the 
adventures of four young 
lovers and a group of amateur 
actors and their interactions 
with woodland fairies and 
a duke and duchess. The E 
Phoenix Idealis Theater, Inc.’s 
production is about falling in 
love, which “can make fools of 
us all.”
When: Friday, April 26, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 27, 3 pm and 8 
pm; Friday, May 3, 8 pm; and 
Saturday, May 4, 3 pm and 8 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Road, College Point
Cost: $14/adults, $9/seniors 
and students
Contact: (516) 678-0016
Website: www.ephoenixi.org

“Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast” — Christ the King 
Musical Theatre presents the 
Broad

“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the Tony-nominated 
and Olivier Award-winning 
musical that tells the tragic tale 
of fraternal twins separated at 
birth, who grow up in different 
situations but still become best 
friends. But, when they fall in 
love with the same girl, their 
friendship is tested and their 
fates sealed. 
When: Thursday, May 2, 8 pm; 
Friday, May 3, 8 pm; Saturday, 
May 4, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Thursday, May 9, 8 pm; Friday, 
May 10, 8 pm; Saturday, May 11, 
2 pm and 8 pm; Thursday, May 
16, 8 pm; Friday, May 17, 8 pm; 
and Saturday, May 18, 2 pm and 
8 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 

and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Dreamgirls” — The iconic 
Broadway musical based on a 
“supremely” popular 1960s trio 
plays at York College. 
When: Friday, May 3 and May 
10, at 7 pm; Saturday, May 4, at 
7 pm; Saturday, May 11, at 2 pm 
and 7 pm; and Sunday, May 5 
and May 12, at 3 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20, $15 and $10
Contact: (718) 262-3750
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

“Hound of the Baskervilles” — 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
presents a modern adaptation 
of Sherlock Holmes’ greatest 
adventure fi lled with suspense, 
humor and terror.
When: May 3 to May 5, May 10 to 
May 11, and May 17 to 18
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church, 243-01 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults,$15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Boeing, Boeing” — This 
Boulevard Comedy by Marc 
Camoletti presented by the 
Parkside Players centers 

around a Parisian playboy 
and the three stewardesses 
all engaged to him without 
knowing about each other. This 
1960s comedy won the 2008 
Tony for best revival. 
When: May 18 to May 19, May 24 
to May 26, and May 31 to June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Les Miserables” Auditions 
— The JC Players will present 
a semi-concert staging of the 
long-running Broadway musical 
in August. Bring sheet music 
in your key (auditioners can 
use a song from the show) and 
any confl icting dates from May 
to August. Rehearsals begin 
in May.
When: Monday, April 29, 7:30 
pm to 9:30 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Chu8rch, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Contact: Barbara at (718) 894-
8654 or babba0310@gmail.com

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions 
— The Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center is holding auditions for 
the venerable musical fable 
of Broadway. Roles for men, 
women and teenagers are 
available with lots of speaking 
roles, solos, ensemble and 
dance roles. Please bring sheet 
music and be prepared to sing 
with piano accompaniment; 
to dance a combination and 
read lines from a script to 
be furnished at auditions. 
Singing a song from the show 
is permitted. Performances set 
for the fi rst three weekends of 
November 2013. 
When: Tuesday, June 4, 7:30 
pm; Thursday, June 6, 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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31.  Shook down

34.  Shankar melody

35.  Millstone

36.  Wash out

37.  Corsage flower

38.  Perfumes

39.  Part of  37 down

40.  2001 in old Rome

43.  Lang. course for aliens

45.  Like corduroy

46.  Slept sound-ly

47.  Trimming tools

49.  Broker

50.  One of  the Yokums

51.  Rene of  film

54.  Prayer leader

55.  Dehydrated

56.  Sentry's cry

57.  Timber wolf

58.  Pub provision

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Apr. 26 - May 2, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Continental Canines

Across
1.  Not home
5.  Color-full device?
10.  Actor Lugosi
14.  All there
15.  Give actors a second  
 signal
16.  Scottish port
17.  Farm equipment
18.  Separated
19.  Transmit
20.  Great pet for Grace Kelly
23.  Do a 5K, say
24.  Army member?
25.  Belfry sound
27.  "Poly" add-on
29.  Wanes
32.  Animal house
33.  Deodorant type
36.  "Charlotte's Web" girl
37.  Great pet for Angela  
 Merkel
40.  Religious ritual
41.  Watched over
42.  Abbr. with a ring to it
43.  Kind of  chair
44.  Very short
48.  Thoughts
50.  Parseghian of  football
52.  NYC subway line
53.  Great pet for Winston  
 Churchill
58.  Disturb follower
59.  Wealth
60.  Grimm villain
61.  It's on the house?
62.  "Sunflowers" setting
63.  "Cold one"
64.  Manhatten Bridge river

65.  Subway
66.  Bookie's quote
Down
1.  Yearn
2.  Whiskered creature
3. Consecrate
4.  Evergreens
5.  Shrimp kin
6.  Transplant the fern
7.  Suffix with poet
8.  Catch a ride to the beach?
9.  Prot. religion
10.  Deck officer
11.  Mr. Scrooge
12.  Fred Mertz to Lucy
13.  Connecting word
21.  Women's group
22.  Approvals
26.  Actor Chaney
28.  Hearing aids
29.  English exam finale, often
30.  Nobel physicist Niels

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

JEWELS
C A C H E C O O T M E A N
A H E A D A R A B O N C E
G O L D E N P A R A C H U T E
E Y E M A I L R O A R E D

S T A R T L I E D
R A T E C A M P H O R
O R I E L A H E M C A N
D I A M O N D J I M B R A D Y
S A L C I A O O O N A S

P A P Y R U S T I M E
P L O T N A R C S

D I A L O G E C R U T E A
R U B Y R E D S L I P P E R S
E S O P N A P E E A R N S
D I R S S Y N S E S S E N

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

highlights from his career and a 
screening of “Knock on Wood.”
When: Saturday, April 27, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission on a fi rst-come basis, 
museum members can reserve 
tickets
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website: www.movingimage.us

“West Side Story” — A 
screening of the Oscar-winning 
musical includes appearances 
by cast members.
When: Saturday, April 27, 6 pm 
and Sunday, April 28, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission on a fi rst-come basis, 
museum members can reserve 
tickets
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website: www.movingimage.us

“Tai Chi Zero” — Director 
Stephen Fung’s 2012 feature 
centers around residents of a 
legendary Chen Village, where 
everyone is a martial arts 
master, using their skills in all 
aspects of their lives. 
When: Sunday, April 28, 4 pm

Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission on a fi rst-come basis, 
museum members can reserve 
tickets
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website: www.movingimage.us

“Latinos Beyond Reel”: 
Challenging a Media 
Stereotype — Director Miguel 
Picker’s movie explores how 
American fi lms and television 
portray — and does not portray 
— Latinos. A panel discussion 
follows the screening.
When: Sunday, April 28, 5:30 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission on a fi rst-come basis, 
museum members can reserve 
tickets
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website: www.movingimage.us

“Koch” — Filmaker Ned Barsky 
will speak after a special 
screening of his fi lm “Koch.”
When: Monday, April 29, 12:30 
pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $6/suggested donations
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.cqy.org

MUSIC

An Evening with Michael 
Feinstein
When: Saturday, May 4, 8 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center’s 
Colden Auditorium, Reeves 
Avenue, Flushing
Cost: $30-$50, discounted 
tickets available for students, 
seniors and Queens College 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued from Page 42

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

Anna Sperber: The 
Superseded Third — Sperber’s 
work explores rigorous, 
intricate and gradually shifting 
patterns to get at a deeper 
energetic layer of expression. 
The dancers move with direct 
speed and momentum rushing 
by the audience creating a 
sense of being on a train with 
the landscape rushing past out 
the window. 
When: Wednesdays to 
Saturdays through May 4, 8 pm
Where: The Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

staff, faculty and alumni
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
KupferbergCenter.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
annual spring concert — The 
OSQ presents Puccini’s mass for 
chorus and orchestra “Messa di 
Gloria.” Also featured are opera 
highlights and American choral 
music with the Orchestra Arts 

Ensemble of Queens. 
When: Sunday, May 19, 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center at 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $30, $25/seniors and 
students with ID, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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In the heart of Astoria, 
amid scores of Greek eater-
ies, stands one of the city’s 
first Japanese grocery 
stores: Family Market.

“It’s like a Japanese 
community here,” said the 
market’s manager, Mitsuru 
Kosaka.

The store, at 29-15 
Broadway, mostly sells 
Japanese food, such as tofu,  
ramen, green tea and rice 
cakes. But it also features 
a number of other Japanese 
commodities, such as Asian 
beauty products, teapots 
and other cookware, and 
it rents out an impressive 
video selection of Japanese 
movies and TV programs.

Customers can also 
pick up newspapers in Jap-
anese or browse through a 
community bulletin board, 
where others have posted 
fliers advertising private 
English lessons or rooms 
available for rent.

The market opened 
about a decade ago, when 
there were only two or 
three other Japanese gro-

cery stores in the city, Ko-
saka said.

At that time, the neigh-
borhood had a larger Japa-
nese population, he said.

“When we started it 
was mostly Asian [and] 
Japanese people” coming 
to the store, he said.

Today, Astoria’s demo-

graphics have shifted some 
and there are fewer Japanese 
people living in the area. But 
Kosaka said there has been a 
larger interest among Amer-
icans in all things Japan in 
recent years, which has bol-
stered business.

“A lot of Americans are 
interested in the Japanese 

product,” he said, saying 
about half the customers 
now are Japanese and the 
other half American, a shift 
from several years ago.

The owner of the store, 
Yuki Hayashi, is no strang-
er to Asian-themed busi-
nesses in the city. He also 
owns another Japanese 

grocery store, Midoriya, in 
Brooklyn, and a karaoke 
bar in Manhattan.

Kosaka said for a long 
time the store imported 
all of its items from over-
seas, although recently it 
has started to go through a 
Japanese vendor located in 
California for some items.

He said he likes work-
ing at the store because he 
enjoys talking with people 
about the food of his home-
land.

“I want people to know 
what’s good about Japanese 
food,” he said.

He said he moved to the 
United States from Japan 13 
years ago and has worked 
at the Family Market since 
it opened. He said working 
there has also helped to 
ease his homesickness.

“When I first came 
here, I missed Japanese food 
so much,” he said, but that 
working at the market means 
“I don’t feel I have to go back 
to Japan to get stuff.”

He said he particu-
larly loved the fermented 
soy beans, although he said 
others often found it un-
pleasing.

“I ate this every day 
when I was a child,” he 
said fondly. “I grew up with 
this.”

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Family Market brings Tokyo taste to Astoria
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BY JOE ANUTA AND RICH 
BOCKMANN

As students in Queens 
and across the city last 
week began taking the 
state’s new, tougher Eng-
lish and math exams, 
parents and teachers ex-
pressed concerns that 
their students would be 
graded on tests for which 
they were not adequately 
prepared.

Students in Grades 
3-8 last week sat down for 
the first time to take tests 
reflecting New York’s 
adoption of the Common 
Core standards designed 
to raise the bar in class-
rooms across the country.

The standards aim to 
expand the scope of liter-
acy across disciplines and 
teach advanced math con-
cepts. All but four states 
have adopted them and 
New York is one of the first 
to administer tests incor-
porating the new concepts, 
although neither the city 
nor the state has provided 

a comprehensive curricu-
lum to educators.

Last year, the state 
Education Department put 
out a request for proposals 
for curriculum modules 
aligned to the Common 
Core, but so far only a few 
exemplary modules have 
been made available, and 
the state Education De-
partment does not expect 
the full set of modules to 
be available until March.

In an attempt to assist 
schools, the city Depart-
ment of Education has 
provided a Common Core 
fellowship for educators to 
help in the transition, but 
not every school has a fel-
low.

“When is the DOE 
going to provide proper 
training?” PS 201 teacher 
Vanessa Velez asked city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott at a town hall 
meeting last week.

Walcott pointed to the 
curriculum timetable and 
said the DOE will consider 
all the extraneous circum-
stances when grading the 
tests.

He said he understood 
the pressures they put on 
students, but contended 
the new standards are es-
sential.

“I really empathize 
with the increased anxi-
ety,” he said. “This starts 
a new baseline. This starts 
the first year for the more 
rigorous testing, and I sup-
port it.”

Results from the tests 
will come out in July, and 
next year high school stu-
dents will begin taking 
Regents exams reflecting 
the new standards. The 
full math curriculum for 
ninth-grade is scheduled 
to be available by the end 
of the summer.

Woodside parent Mar-
ge Kolb said that while she 
thought it was foolhardy 
the way the tests have been 
rolled out, it is important 
to consider the new stan-
dards and the exams inde-
pendent of each other.

“The testing and the 
curriculum are two differ-
ent things. We still need 
to separate Common Core 
from the exams,” she said, 
adding it is ultimately up 
to education officials to 
decide what to take away 
from this year’s tests. 
“Time will tell.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Taft Institute for 
Government at Queens 
College is teaming up 
with The Museum of the 
Moving Image to present 
a seminar for teachers on 
the topics of immigration 
and the city’s upcoming 
elections.

The four-day seminar 
will introduce participat-
ing K-12 teachers to the 
museum’s Living Room 
Candidate website, which 
archives television adver-
tisements from every pres-
idential campaign since 
1952 and will delve into in-
novations in pedagogical 
methods and recent find-
ings from political science 
research.

Other topics will in-
clude gender and electoral 
politics, past and present 
immigration and a simula-
tion game on the upcoming 
mayoral and City Council 
elections.

The seminar will be 
held Aug. 19-22 at the mu-
seum’s facilities in Asto-
ria. Morning coffee and 
lunch will be served.

Teachers who choose 
to take the seminar for 
three graduate credits in 
either education or politi-
cal science at Queens Col-
lege will receive a $1,000 
scholarship and attend 
six additional sessions at 
Queens on Wednesday af-
ternoons during the fall 
semester.

Those who opt simply 
to take the four-day semi-
nar for professional devel-
opment will receive a $500 
stipend.

Interested teaches 
may contact Teresa Gon-
zalez at teresa.gonzalez@
qc.cuny.edu for application 
forms and other informa-
tion. There is a space limit 
of about 25 seats.

SHOWROOM HOURS
M-F 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

SERVICE HOURS
M-F 7:30am-6pm
Tues & Thurs ‘til 8pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

1260 Northern Blvd. | 888.639.9131 | HondaManhasset.com

THE ALL NEW
▲ Destination & handling charge add’l. *2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan, MSRP $19,755/Residual $13,434. Ttl pymnts $2,943. **2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan, MSRP $23,270/Residual $15,359. Ttl pymnts $4,158. ***2013 Honda CR-V LX 4WD, MSRP
$24,875/Residual $17,164. Ttl pymnts $6,552. ****2013 Honda Odyssey LX, MSRP $29,505/Residual $18,881. Ttl pymnts $7,605. Lessee resp for opts., repairs, ins., maint., excess wear & use + $.20/mi. over 10K mi/yr. (CR-V & Odyssey $.20/mi over
7,500 mi/yr.) Prices/Payments incl all costs to consumer except 1st mo. pymnt, $999 down pymnt, $895 bank fee, + tax, title & DMV fees which are add’l and may be payable upon consummation. Destination fees add’l. Closed end lease subject to
Tier 1 credit apprvl. and may have residency restrictions. †Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates. Use for comparison purposes only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive & maintain your
vehicle. †† Subj to apprvl of prim lend srce. Dealer not resp for type or photo errors. DMV#7111762. Must take del’y from dealer stock by 4/30/13.

Just minutes from
Queens/Nassau border

2 blocks from
Manhasset train station

Honda Manhasset

Northern Blvd.

Long Island Expwy.

Shelter
Rock Rd

Community
Drive

Northern State Pkwy.

$109 PER MO. 27-MO. LEASE*
Tax & DMV fees add’l

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

$17,633
OR BUY FOR ONLY

▲

2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan

MODEL# GE8H3DEXW

2013 Honda Fit

▲

A new Honda for
less than $16,000!

▲$15,798

35MPG
HWY†

�BONUS FEATURES�
Automatic Transmission • Side Curtain Air Bags
Security System with Remote Entry

$154 PER MO. 27-MO. LEASE**
Tax & DMV fees add’l

36MPG
HWY†

MODEL# CR2F3DEW
Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

39MPG
HWY†

MODEL# FB2F5DEW
Automatic Transmission

$168 PER MO. 39-MO. LEASE***
Tax & DMV fees add’l

30MPG
HWY†

MODEL# RM4H3DEW
Automatic Transmission

$195 PER MO. 39-MO. LEASE****
Tax & DMV fees add’l

27MPG
HWY†

MODEL# RL5H2DEW
Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda Odyssey LX

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT
$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

2013 Honda CR-V LX 4WD

Spring Into Savings
at Honda Manhasset...your Neighborhood Honda Dealership

Manhasset
Honda

0.9% APR FINANCING UP TO 60 MONTHS AVAILABLE ON SELECT VEHICLES!†† CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AVAILABLE STARTING AT ONLY $9,995 WITH FINANCING AS LOW AS 1.9% APR.††

City Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott addresses questions 
from the audience at an educa-
tion town hall meeting. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

MoMI, Taft Institute 
plan teaching seminar

Qns students tackle Common Core tests
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and 37th Avenue, and 
stabbed her multiple times 
in the back with a knife in 
view of police officers who 
had arrived at the scene, 
Brown said.

The victim was rushed 
to a hospital in cardiac ar-
rest and the attack left her 
paralyzed from the waist 
down, the DA said.

Paguay was also con-
victed of breaking into his 
ex-girlfriend’s home June 
11 to search for paperwork, 
despite a protective order 

issued against him, Brown 
said. Paguay was apparent-
ly scared off by the victim’s 
sister, Brown said.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Kenneth Holder set 
the sentencing for April 30. 
Paguay faces up to 50 years 
in prison.

hear much, but saw a com-
motion outside.

“I saw some smoke in 
there,” she said.

She was eventually 
told by firefighters to evac-

uate the building and had 
been standing around wait-
ing to get back in since.

Akhter said the build-
ing next door had been un-
dergoing renovations for 
the last two or three weeks 
and there had been no prob-
lems until Monday.

She said she was not 

worried about her own 
building.

“Our store doesn’t have 
any problem,” she said.

Rizos said he did not 
expect the displacement of 
the next-door neighbors to 
last much longer than a few 
hours.

BY JOE ANUTA

Groups of Chinese 
Americans in Flushing 
have been gathering money 
and resources to help the 
victims of last weekend’s 
earthquake in Sichuan 
Province.

Jimmy Yi, of the Coun-
cil of Chinese American 
Associations, a Flushing-
based umbrella nonprofit 
representing about 20 
groups, had raised more 
than $10,000  as of Wednes-
day afternoon to send to 
the devastated southwest-
ern province rocked by the 
quake that killed 156 and 
injured more than 5,500 
Saturday, according to an 
Associated Press report.

“We are just  trying to 

express our heartfelt sym-
pathy and do something to 
help those victims,” said Yi, 
vice chairman of the Flush-
ing-based association.

Yi said volunteers 
have been out on the streets 
downtown soliciting dona-
tions, and they have re-
ceived a strong response.

In addition, the asso-
ciation’s member organiza-
tions have also been donat-
ing cash, which Yi said will 
eventually be sent to an ap-
propriate agency or group 
in China.

The quake hit at about 
8 a.m. and was measured by 
the China Earthquake Ad-
ministration at magnitude 
7.0 on the Richter Scale, but 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
measured the quake at 6.6, 

according to AP.
The shaking ground 

leveled whole villages in 
some areas and was cen-
tered around a county also 
hit by a quake about five 
years ago, according to Yi.

“A lot of people died 
this time, many people 
were injured and many 
houses and buildings were 
torn down,” he said.

But the May 2008 quake 
was one of the worse natu-
ral disasters in the coun-
try’s history, with more 
than 90,000 people dead 
or missing and presumed 
dead, according to AP.

Last weekend’s disas-
ter, though smaller in scale, 
did not deter other groups 
in the neighborhood from 
jumping into action.

Flushing philanthropists 
give cash after earthquake

Continued from Page 29 

Collapse
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Conviction

Several people had 
gathered at Moore’s apart-
ment in Hollis Wednesday 
afternoon, but a woman 
there said they were not 
speaking with the press.

Another woman who 
lives in the same building 
as Moore but declined to 
give her name said he lived 
with his daughter, who 
she believed was in high 
school.

“He was a nice per-

son,” she said.
She said she learned 

a transit worker had died 
that morning but did not 
realize it was her neighbor 
until told by a reporter that 
afternoon.

“I never thought it 
would be him. Oh, Lord Je-
sus,” she said.

She said Moore and 
his daughter were already 
living in their apartment 
when she moved into the 
building eight years ago.

“I think he’d been here 
for a while,” she said.

Another man who 
knew Moore said he was 

quiet and kept to himself.
“He was a good guy, 

always happy,” he said. 
“Always ready to say hi to 
you.”

The man also declined 
to give his name.

The death marked the 
first time an MTA transit 
worker had died on the job 
since April 26, 2010, when 
James Knell, a mainte-
nance supervisor, fell onto 
the third rail.

The last time a worker 
was hit and killed by a train 
was in 2007.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Victims of Hurricane 
Sandy who still cannot re-
turn home were given an 
extension to remain in tem-
porary shelters this week.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Wednesday the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has ap-
proved a 28-day extension 
to the Transitional Shelter-
ing Assistance program, al-
lowing eligible survivors of 
the storm to stay in partici-
pating hotels or motels.

The extension begins 

May 1, which had been the 
deadline for the last exten-
sion granted in April.

“Nearly six months af-
ter the storm, this program 
continues to be an essential 
resource for Sandy victims 
who still cannot return 
home, which is why we 
asked FEMA for an exten-
sion beyond the program’s 
usual six-month life,” Cuo-
mo said. “This extension 
for the Transitional Shel-
tering Assistance program 
will give more time to those 
without a housing solution 
to find one.”

The new checkout date 
for those in the program is 
May 29. The governor said 
FEMA would call appli-
cants to notify them of the 
new deadline.

To be eligible for the 
program, survivors must 
apply for federal assistance 
through FEMA by register-
ing at disasterassistance.
gov or by calling 1-800-621-
FEMA.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A 24-year-old from 

Jamaica is facing life in 
prison after a jury Monday 
convicted him of killing a 
store clerk three years ago 
while sticking up a Flush-
ing gas station for a few 
cartons of smokes.

After a three-week tri-
al in State Supreme Court, 
Maurice Echols was found 
guilty Monday of murder-
ing Nadeem Khan as he 
worked the overnight shift 
at a Mobil gas station on 
Northern Boulevard in 
2010.

“This is a tragic case 
in which a gas station em-
ployee on the overnight 

shift was coldly shot and 
killed during a robbery, 
which ultimately netted 
the defendant and his co-
hort a few cases of ciga-
rettes and cigars,” Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. “The defen-
dant’s callous actions call 
for a lengthy sentence to 
punish him and to protect 
society.”

Khan, a 39-year-old 
Pakistani immigrant who 
lived in Nassau County, 
was working late at the 
gas station one July night 
when Echols and a Bronx 
man named Christopher 
Roberts entered the sta-
tion around 1:30 a.m..

Roberts told the jury 

that Echols walked inside, 
drew out his gun and shot 
Khan several times before 
the two of them grabbed 
cigarettes and cigars from 
behind the counter and 
took off, Brown said.

Khan was found some-
time after the shooting by 
a bystander.

Roberts, 24, pleaded 
guilty to robbery and 
Echols was convicted of 
murder, attempted rob-
bery and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, the DA 
said.

Echols faces up to life 
in prison without parole 
when he is sentenced be-
fore Justice Gregory Lasik 
May 29.

Families who lost their homes when fires ripped through Breezy Point could now be eligible for an ex-
tended shelter stay. AP Photo/Mike Groll

FEMA agrees to extend shelter 
rights for superstorm victims

Continued from Page 38 
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sor Cristle Bonner-Griffin 
told Jamaica’s Commu-
nity Board 12 last week. 
“We are now working with 
the families because now 
we’ve come to realize we 
can change the probation-
er and if the family is still 
existing in their own way, 
our probationer is just go-
ing to fall back into the 
same family thing.”

Working with part-
ners that provide services 
such as health care and 
GED training, the pro-
gram can provide the 
same services to family 
members that are avail-
able to probationers.

“If my officers go out 
to a home, they meet a 
husband and a wife, if the 
husband is on probation 
and his wife doesn’t have 
a high school diploma — 
she’s in need of services 
— we have the ability now 
to pull her in and give her 
services,” Bonner-Griffin 
explained, “and that’s 
something we weren’t able 

to do.”
She said because of an 

increase in demand, Pro-
bation plans to open two 
NeON satellite offices in 
the borough next month, 
which will also serve as 
resource hubs for non-
probationers who want to 
take advantage of resourc-
es such as computer access 
and résumé assistance.

One of NeON’s part-

ners, Jamaica’s Commu-
nity Mediation Services, 
provides educational sup-
port not only to Probation 
referrals, but to those with 
any level of court involve-
ment.

The nonprofit, on 
163rd Street, has high 
school, GED and post-sec-
ondary tracks available to 
16- to 24-year-olds.

The yearlong program 
consists of six months of 
case management and 
workshops, followed by an-
other six months of month-
ly check-ins.

“Beyond that 12-month 
period, if they still want 
assistance, we’re there to 
help them,” CMS Program 
Director Julie DeFina 
said.

The program offers 
a daily stipend of $25 to 
those who attend school.

The Rev. Michael Cor-
ley told the community 
board he has already seen 
“tremendous” results from 
the six-month mentoring 
program the Gethsemane 
Baptist Church  in Hollis 
started back in July.

Probation officer Ray 
Napier talks about how the 
Neighborhood Opportunity 
Network gives clients a leg up 
during the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the center in Jamaica 
last summer. The city is plan-
ning on opening two satellite 
offices in Queens.

from Kyrgyzstan — have 
only fueled perceptions of 
them as outsiders.

Djonovic said whatev-
er the brothers’ religious 
affiliations, he identified 
first with the victims.

“When I realized what 
had happened and who 
was responsible for the at-
tacks, I related to the vic-
tims. I think terrorists do 
not belong to any religion 
or to any community,” he 
said. “I always feel bad 
and am always shocked 
when I hear about these 
kinds of things happening 
with Muslims. And hon-
estly, before the identity of 
these men was revealed, I 
prayed that they were not 
Muslim because it is very 
hard for us.”

And while the NYPD’s 

Hate Crimes Task Force is 
investigating the assault 
 of a Bangladeshi man who 
was beaten in the Bronx 
hours after the bombings 
allegedly by a Hispanic 
male who made anti-Mus-
lim statements, it appears 
Queens has so far been 
spared any such incidents.

Imam Shamsi Ali, 
chairman of the Al-Hik-
mah Mosque in Astoria 
and director of the Jamaica 
Muslim Center in Queens, 
said he had not heard of 
any incidences of physi-
cal violence in Queens, but 
had been told about some 
women who were verbally 
attacked in Astoria.

“I simply hope that 
this is temporary, and I 
hope that we will become 
more mature in the wake 
of a tragedy like this,” he 
said.

Djonovic said that 
while Ridgewood’s Mus-

lims and the broader 
community generally get 
along well , the peace can 
feel fragile.

“The backbone of the 
Muslim religion is trust-
worthiness and peace. But 
now, people connect vio-
lent acts with Islam. These 
terrorists, they do not be-
lieve in Islam,” he said. 
“My words are weaker 
than someone else’s deeds. 
We try to get the real inter-
pretation of Islam across 
and if it doesn’t work, I try 
again. I take it as a chal-
lenge. We have to work 10 
times harder than other 
missionaries. Sometimes I 
feel like I am weak and my 
voice is not strong enough, 
but I try. It is all I can do.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 

Continued from Page 5 
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

country illegally, but it also 
requires the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
to invest in strengthening 
border security before il-
legal immigrants would be 
allowed to apply for a green 
card.

Other measures in the 
bill would also make anoth-
er bombing like the one in 
Boston less likely, a spokes-
woman  with Schumer’s of-
fice said. For instance, the 
bill would mandate back-
ground checks for illegal 
immigrants in order to re-
ceive Registered Provision-
al Immigrant status, and as 
part of that process photos 
and other vital information 
would be collected and put 
into the legal system.

It also requires a bor-
der entry-exit system to be 
up and running that relies 
on swiping an official card, 
similar to a passport, in-
stead of typing a name into 

an airline’s manifest.
Tamarlan Tsarnaev’s 

name was apparently mis-
spelled on a passenger 
manifest when he went to 
Russia in 2012, and thus the 
FBI was not automatically 
made aware of his move-
ments.

But there have been 
some calls among Republi-
cans to delay a vote on im-
migration reform in order 
to allow more details of the 
bombings to emerge and to 
provide time to scrutinize 
the national security provi-
sions of the bill.

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ken-
tucky) sent a letter to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nevada) Monday 
asking that national secu-
rity concerns be taken into 
account in the immigra-
tion reform debate in the 
wake of the bombings and 
requesting that a vote on 
the bill not proceed until 
specific failures of the im-
migration system are bet-
ter understood.

“The facts emerging 

in the Boston Marathon 
bombing have exposed a 
weakness in our current 
system,” he wrote. “If we 
don’t use this debate as an 
opportunity to fix flaws in 
our current system, flaws 
made even more evident 
last week, then we will not 
be doing our jobs.”

But at a Senate Judi-
ciary Committee hearing 
on the legislation Monday 
Schumer argued against 
what he said were efforts 
to derail or delay a vote on 
the bill under the guise of 
concern about the Boston 
bombings and said the bill 
could be amended if there 
were ways to improve it as 
a result of what happened 
in Boston.

“Certainly our bill 
tightens up things in a way 
that would make a Boston 
less likely,” he said.

Reporters Joe Anuta 
and Rich Bockmann con-
tributed to this story.

Continued from Page 5 

Immigration

Ferreras’ capital invest-
ment.

“It’s great news for the 
community that the city 
is finally improving these 

fields. Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park is the only 
major park for our neigh-
borhoods and tens of thou-
sands of people come to play 
soccer here every week-
end,” said Will Sweeney 
of the Fairness Coalition. 
“Tearing up these newly 

improved public soccer 
fields to build a private, for-
profit stadium would be a 
massive waste of millions 
of taxpayer dollars and an 
outrageous corporate give-
away.”

Continued from Page 9 
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TL The Better Way!

Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Due: 1st Payment & DMV fees only. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Tax paid by dealer and rebates assigned to dealer ( NYS Resident Only ).
Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And
Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 04-30-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...

T h i s  M o n t h ’ s  S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s :

VIP ADVANTAGE
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.
� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.
� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

We Are The LARGEST Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

The Better Way!
Better Price! Better Selection! Better Service!

$299
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

Automatic, AC, P.Windows,
P.Locks, P.Seat, Remote
Entry, Bluetooth & Much
More! MSRP $33,990

see dealer for details.

$0 Down Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Bank Fee! We’ll Even Pay The Taxes! 
No Prep Fees! No Admin Fees! No Delivery Fees! No Gimmicks! 

Due On Delivery: 1st Payment & DMV Fees... PERIOD!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,500

LEASE FOR

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

$236
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $236 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start, Back-Up
Camera, PW, PDL, Power Roof, Bluetooth,
Power Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline Alert
& Much More! MSRP $26,665 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FORConvenience Package All-Wheel Drive

$316
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $316 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLE 2

Automatic, AC, 7 Pass. Seating, Power Seats,
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, PW, PDL, Power
Liftgate & Much More! MSRP $40,485 Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

in Great Neck!
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BY CHRIS BARCA
 

Archbishop Molloy 
hurler Donovan Armas is 
quite simply a big game 
pitcher who is at his best 
in clutch situations and St. 
Francis Prep learned that 
the hard way.

“They are a good team 
for sure,” Armas said. 
“The only thing I wanted 
to do today was to come 
out here and play and beat 
them.”

The Villanova-bound 
Armas got what he want-
ed, but he had to work for 

it. Up two runs heading 
into the top of the seventh 
inning, Armas allowed a 
single to open the frame 
but a passed ball, error 
and a balk pulled St. Fran-
cis Prep to within a run. 
He bore down with two 
outs and got Matt Walsh to 
harmlessly fly out to cen-
ter, as host Molloy handed 
St. Francis Prep its first 
league loss of the season in 
CHSAA Class AA baseball 
Friday.

“It was tough,” Armas 
said of losing his shutout 
on a balk. “But honestly, 

my stats don’t matter. Get-
ting the win is the only 
thing that matters to me.”

From the first in-
ning it was apparent that 
Armas would be tough to 
even hit, never mind score 
off of. He struck out four 
in the first three frames 
and didn’t give up his first 
hit until the fourth. The 
lanky right hander ended 
up going the distance, sur-
rendering just one run and 
three hits while striking 
out eight and walking just 
one.

“It’s the first run he’s 

given up in 16 innings this 
year. He’s been amazing,” 
Molloy Coach Brad Lyons 
said. “But this league is 
good and they’re a great 
team. It’s always nice to 
beat a great team like 
them.”

St. Francis Prep pitch-
er Taso Stathpoutos threw 
a gem of his own against a 
solid Molloy team, allow-
ing just two runs on five 
hits while striking out 
seven batters. He got into 
trouble early, though, as 
second inning walks to 
John Young and Chris Pit-
eo followed by a soft run 
scoring single by Carlos 
Balmaceda gave Molloy (5-
1) a quick 1-0 lead.

In the fifth, a looping 
line drive to right field by 
Nicholas Morici allowed 
Liam Slattery to trot home 
for the eventual winning 
run against the Terriers 
(6-1).

“We knew runs would 
be at a premium today with 
two great starters going,” 
Lyons said. “But we played 
well as a team and got the 
win. That’s our theme, to 
play as a unit.”

Molloy pitches past Prep
Stanners’ hurler holds Terriers to one run in matchup of rivals 

WNBA drafts two 
of St. John’s players 

Molloy’s Donovan Armas pitches the Stanners to a win over St. Francis Prep. 
Photo by Chris Barca

Continued on Page 53

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Nadirah McKenith 
and Shenneika Smith add-
ed another piece of history 
to their St. John’s careers.

The women’s bas-
ketball stars became the 
program’s first players se-
lected in the WNBA Draft 
April 16. The Washington 
Mystics took McKenith, 
a 5-foot-7 point guard, in 
the second round. Smith, 
a 6-foot-1 wing was drafted 
in the third round by the 
New York Liberty.

The duo was the 
driving force behind the 
most successful period 
in program history. They 
helped lead St. John’s to 
four straight NCAA tour-
nament appearances, its 
first Sweet Sixteen and a 
win that snapped UConn’s 
99-game home winning 
streak.

“It means a lot to be 
the first two people to ever 
get drafted,” McKenith 
said. “I think that’s go-
ing to put a radar on the 
St. John’s basketball pro-
gram. A lot more people 
will look at them now.”

She is coming off her 
best season in a Red Storm 
uniform. McKenith, the 
school’s all-time leader 
in assists, averaged 13.2 
points, 5.5 assists and 5.1 

rebounds per game as St. 
John’s overcame injuries 
to go 18-13. The versatility 
she showed only helped her 
draft stock she said. Smith 
averaged 16.7 points and 
6.8 rebounds. Both were 
All-Big East first team se-
lections.

“I was able to watch 
these two young ladies 
grow up before my eyes,” 
St. John’s Coach Joe Tar-
tamella said. “It just shows 
how special St. John’s is 
and what our players can 
be capable of as part of our 
program.”

Hearing their names 
called was an emotional 
moment for both as they 
watched with their fami-
lies. They are happy to be 
close to home, especially 
Smith. She has a chance 
to play for her dream team 
and first-year Coach and 
former Detroit Pistons Bill 
Laimbeer when training 
camp opens May 6.

“I’m a local kid,” said 
Smith, from Brooklyn. 
“My friends and family 
can come out. [My dream] 
came true and it’s a bless-
ing. I’m ready to play al-
ready.”

Both Smith and McK-
enith were pushed early 
in their careers by spe-
cial basketball mentors 

St. John’s University guard Nadirah McKenith was drafted by the 
WNBA’s Washington Mystics. Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

New York state’s top 
senior boys’ basketball 
player is staying home.

Christ the King guard 
Jon Severe, the reign-
ing New York State Mr. 
Basketball, committed to 
Fordham University at a 
press conference at the 
school Wednesday, end-
ing weeks of speculation. 
He chose the Rams over 
Rutgers, Pittsburgh, West 

Virginia and Wake Forest.
“I felt at home,” Se-

vere said. “I felt comfort-
able. I was just ready for 
my decision.”

Severe moved up his 
announcement date from 
May 22, the Royals sports 
awards night, to this week 
after growing tired of the 
recruiting process and 
wanting to end the ever-
growing speculation about 
where he would land.

“I didn’t know until 

two days ago where he was 
going to go,” CK Coach Joe 
Arbitello said. “I wasn’t 
even sure. Maybe he was 
going to pull out a hat that 
says ‘Queens College’ on 
it.”

The speculation only 
grew the day prior to the 
announcement when the 
6-foot-2 shooting guard 
received an in-home visit 
from new Rutgers Coach 
Eddie Jordan. Severe was 
considering the school be-

fore former Coach Mike 
Rice was fired.

Severe averaged 21.6 
points per game this year. 
He led Christ the King 
to the diocesan, city and 
state Federation Class AA 
titles. He wants to bring 
that winning pedigree to 
a Fordham program that 
has struggled in recent 
years.

“I think I can change 
the whole program 
around,” Severe said.

Royals’ Jon Severe signs with Fordham Rams
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Sometimes it takes a 
little convincing to get Si-
mone Hobdy to play at her 
best.

Her Mary Louis and 
team Queens Coach JoAnn 
Arbitello had to pull the 
junior guard aside in the 
third quarter of the girls’ 
final of the Wheelchair 
Classic basketball tour-
nament April 17 at York 
College. She told her she 
belongs on the court with 
the seniors heading to Di-
vision I school, but had to 
prove it.

“From there she re-
ally took over,” Arbitello 
said. “Sometimes with 
Simone you have to tell 
her that she belongs out 
there.”

Hobdy scored eight 
of her team-high 17 points 
in the fourth quarter 
of Queens’ 78-77 loss to 
Brooklyn. She might have 
been the game’s most valu-
able player had Bishop 
Loughlin’s Imani Tate not 
hit a game-winning fall 
away jumper with 2.5 sec-

onds left to give Brooklyn 
the win.

“I just didn’t want to 
lose,” Hobdy said. “I tried 
to do everything I can to 
help my team out.”

Arbitello believes it’s 
a matter of Hobdy, who led 
TMLA to a Catholic JV 
city title as a sophomore, 
believing in her abilities 
and her improving her 
jump shot that will deter-
mine whether she will be 
a Division I player or not. 
She already has interest 
from Hofstra, Penn State 
and Providence and hopes 
to add more playing with 
Arbitello and Positive Di-
rection during the travel 
ball season.

“I’m ready to go out 
there and show people 
what I can do,” Hobdy 
said.

Pathway’s Washing-

ton heading to JUCO: 
Jordan Washington, one of 
the city’s top recruits, will 
have to wait to play Divi-
sion I basketball.

The Pathways senior 
has scholarship offers 
from Pittsburgh, Louis-
ville, Villanova, St. John’s 
and Memphis, among oth-
ers. Instead, he will be 
picking a junior college to 
get himself academically 
eligible to play at the next 
level in the future and get 
in better shape.

“It will give me a good 

chance to get things right, 
lose some weight and get to 
the top,” Washington said.

He is unsure where 
he will end up, but will 
pick soon. He listed Trin-
ity Valley, Chipola, Indian 
Hills and Brooklyn’s ASA 
as possible landing spots. 
The 6-foot-7, 261-pound 
Washington powered 
his way to 23 points and 
earned team MVP honors 
in Queens’ 67-55 loss to 
Manhattan/Westchester 
in the consolation game of 
the Wheelchair Classic.

He already got a taste 
of what it was like to be 
away from home this sea-
son and didn’t care for it. 
He spent the beginning 
of the school year at West 
Oaks Academy (Fla.). 
Washington eventually felt 
homesick and transferred 
back to Pathways, where 
he won two PSAL Class B 
titles, but was ineligible to 
play. He didn’t want to be 
too far from his 73-year-
old grandmother Joan, 
who lives in Jamaica.

“It was tough being 
away,” Washington said.
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TMLA’s Hobdy shows skills in tourney

BY MIKE MORTON

Construction senior 
Kailan Luciano was fin-
ishing up the fifth-grade 
the last time Tottenville 
lost a PSAL regular sea-
son softball game.

She, however, put an 
end to the Pirates’ 117-
game winning streak that 
dates back to 2006 by hit-
ting a walk-off, two-run 
homer to give Construc-
tion a dramatic 6-5 come 
back victory over the vis-
iting Pirates at Smokey 
Oval in a Class A cross-
over game Friday.

After going down 0-2 
in the count to Tots ace 
Cheryl Lopez in the final 
at-bat, Luciano knew she 
had to protect the plate 
and swing at anything 
close to a strike. She re-
sponded by sending the 
next pitch, which she said 
was a little high, over the 
centerfielder’s head.

“It felt amazing, hon-
estly, because I saw how 

excited my team was and 
how excited my coach 
was, and knowing that 
this was a milestone,” 
Luciano said. “It’s going 
to help us build the confi-
dence to hopefully reach 
the championship and 
win it.”

The home run was 
Luciano’s second of the 
day. Her first, also a two-
run blast, gave the Red 
Hawks a 4-3 lead in the 
bottom of the fifth. The 
game-winning long ball 
had her coach nearly 
speechless.

“Her second home 
run was just unbeliev-
able,” Coach Marco Migli-
accio said.

Construction (8-1) 
also got a solid perfor-
mance from ace Britney 
Rodriguez in the circle. 
She allowed five runs 
on five hits, but gave her 
team a chance to win. 
Rodriguez, who dedicat-
ed the game to her sick 

Fresh Meadows tackle fi nds success on gridiron
Thomas Holley fell in love with football after starting the sport late in his high school career

Thomas Holley is an 
example that anything 
can happen when you try 
something new.

The Fresh Meadows 
native knew little about 
football, only that he 
wanted to play the sport, 
when he transferred from 
Christ the King to Lincoln 
last fall.

The  6-foot-4, 295-pound 
basketball lifer was just 
looking to add a sport and 
get a fresh start after leav-
ing CK for his junior year. 
Instead of finding a hobby, 
he found a new passion 

and college scholarship 
offers from nearly every 
major football program in 
the country.

“When I got into foot-
ball, I just fell in love with 
it,” Holley said.

College coaches fell 
for him and his potential 
after watching a high-
light tape of Holley’s eight 
games and seeing a photo 
of the towering defensive 
tackle, Railsplitters Coach 
Shawn O’Connor said.

He has offers from 
Alabama, Notre Dame, 
the University of Southern 
California, Florida, Flori-
da State, Ole Miss, Miami, 
Ohio State, Penn State, 
Maryland, Vanderbilt and 
Baylor in addition to lo-
cals UConn and Rutgers, 
among others.

“He’s probably got ev-

erybody’s name in the Top 
10 right there,” O’Connor 
said.

It makes Holley, who 
was already invited to the 
prestigious Under Armour 
All-American game, in 
line to be the next big foot-
ball prospect from New 
York City. He joins recent 
All-Americans such as 

Lincoln’s Ishaq Williams 
(Notre Dame), Thomas 
Jefferson’s Ebenezer 
Ogundeko (Clemson) and 
Curtis’ Dominic Easley 
(Florida) in recent years.

The attention has 
come as a shock to Holley. 
He didn’t think that level 
of school would be inter-
ested in him, but he was 

daring enough to get out of 
his comfort zone and is be-
ing rewarded for it.

“I never expected to 
get the attention I got,” he 
said. “I was like, ‘Whoa.’”

He wouldn’t be here 
without his basketball 
past. O’Connor said col-
lege coaches see a kid who 
has tremendous natural 
size and strength, who 
also has an agility not of-
ten found in someone his 
size. Holley attributes his 
excellent footwork to his 
years on the hardwood 
playing basketball, which 
he still plays at Lincoln.

“When you can find 
kids that are that size and 
can move — it’s not easy 
to find kids like that,” 
O’Connor said.

Holley is also a high 
80s-average student who 

picks things up quickly. 
He’s gotten into the weight 
room regularly for the 
first time in his life and 
has worked extensively on 
his technique. Last season 
Holley bull-rushed just us-
ing natural instincts.

“Once I get those 
things, I’ll be an ever more 
dominant player than I al-
ready am,” he said.

Holley isn’t going to 
make a college decision 
based on a school’s pres-
tige. He is looking for a 
place with good academics 
that will also take the time 
to work with him to reach 
his potential.

“You can hear the big 
name, but it may not be for 
you,” he said.

Football ended up be-
ing for him.

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Mary Louis’ Simone Hobdy (l.) takes the ball down the court. 
Photo by William Thomas

Fresh Meadows native Thomas Holley, who plays football at Lincoln 
High School, has scholarship offers from a number of colleges. 

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued on Page 53

Construction tops 
Tots in comeback 
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who are not alive to see 
them reach the goal of the 
WNBA that they told them 
was possible. McKenith 
spoke of Coach Raheem 
Hooper, who died in 2006. 
He gave her the first taste 
of organized ball with the 

Next Level travel team. 
Smith lost former St. Mi-
chael Academy and Exo-
dus travel team Coach 
Apache Paschall in 2012.

“Of course, I didn’t 
believe him back then,” 
Smith said going to the 
WNBA. “Now I was just 
happy to give him some-
thing to smile down on.”

The two hope to be 

looking across at each 
other on opposing benches 
when the season begins. 
McKenith said she is ex-
cited about the possibility 
and it just shows that their 
hard work has paid off.

“It’s going to be fun. 
We both fulfilled a dream 
we wanted ever since we 
were little,” McKenith 
said.

grandmother, also deliv-
ered four hits, including 
a leadoff double in the bot-
tom of the seventh, setting 
up Luciano’s blast.

“She’s one of the top 
pitchers in the city,” Migli-

accio said of Rodriguez. 
“She kept her composure. 
She kept with our game 
plan and executed it.”

The win was extra 
special for Construction. 
It lost to Tottenville (7-1) 
last season in the PSAL 
semifinals 9-1. The Red 
Hawks also lost to the 
powerful softball program 

15-2 in the regular season. 
Because of this, they knew 
just how difficult it would 
be to defeat the Pirates.

“In order to beat Tot-
tenville you need to have a 
perfect game,” Migliaccio 
said. “We came close to 
perfect.”

Continued from Page 51

Draft

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 26-M

AY 2, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

Cardozo softball bounces back 
to beat Frank Sinatra Legends

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. Francis Prep Coach 
Ann Marie Rich wasn’t ex-
actly sure how to explain 
her team’s play, only to say 
it was unexpected and un-
like them.

“It was an unusual St. 
Francis Prep game today, 
very unusual considering 
we have been hitting so 
hard so much lately,” she 
said Friday.

Her team had to wait 
until the sixth inning to 
get its first two and only 
hits against Fontbonne ace 
Nicolette Trapani in an 
eventual 7-0 home loss in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball at Cunningham 
Park. The Terriers had 
just six base runners and 
struck 11 times.

“She pitched great,” 
Rich said of Trapani. “How 
many times can you stand 
there and watch the third 

strike come in?”
Danielle Cervasio, 

who also walked twice, 
laid down a perfectly 
placed bunt with one out 
in the sixth for the game’s 
first hit. Tara O’Rourke 
had the second. Cervasio 
thought her team wasn’t 
aggressive enough at the 
plate, waiting for the next 
person to get things going.

Unlike the team’s first 
meeting, a 7-5 SFP win, the 
Terriers (5-1) didn’t jump 
ahead. Instead it was Font-
bonne (6-1) who took a 3-0 
lead in the top of the sec-
ond inning, highlighted 
by a two-run double by 
Trapani. They added a run 
in the third, two more in 
the fourth and one in the 
seventh.

“We thought we were 
going to win,” Cervasio 
said. “Everyone was get-
ting too cocky. Nobody 
wants to do anything. The 
energy was just down.”

Starter Theresa Ar-
mano, a junior, lasted just 
3 2/3 innings and allowed 
six runs, five earned. The 
control pitcher didn’t have 
that little extra speed on 
her ball, according to Rich, 
and she watched Bonnies 
hitters turn on some tough 
pitches. Reliever Julianne 
Menna allowed a run on 
four hits the rest of the 
way.

“She didn’t have her 
pop today,” Rich said.

Cervasio believes this 
could serve as a good les-
son to a team with just two 
seniors and stars three 
freshman —you can’t take 
anything for granted.

“I think this could be 
an eye-opener for some of 
the girls,” Cervasio said. 
“You have to bring your 
everything every game. 
Every team in this league 
is a very good team.”

St. Francis Prep’s Danielle Cervasio (l.) flips the ball to Taylor Russo at second for an out. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Terriers’ bats fall silent 
in defeat by Fontbonne

BY MIKE MORTON
 
The Benjamin Car-

dozo girls’ softball team 
remembers how they felt 
losing its first game of the 
season to Bryant and sur-
rendering sole possession 
of first place in the PSAL 
Queens A-I Division. They 
didn’t want that to linger 
and bounced back quickly.

Cardozo dominated 
Frank Sinatra from the 
start and picked up a 12-2 
six-inning, run-rule win 
over the Legends in a 
Queens A-I game Monday 
at Queensbridge Park. It 
allowed them to put a slop-
py 9-6 crossover game loss 
to Bryant three days earli-
er behind them, where er-
rors led to seven unearned 
runs.

“The team was able 
to regroup, to clear their 
minds and not let their 
past affect today,” second-
year Cardozo Coach Peter 
Douglas said. “They were 
able to step it up and at-
tack on defense and on of-
fense.”

Cardozo (8-1) attacked 
on offense early and of-
ten. In the second inning, 
junior Stephanie Statho-
poulos launched her first 
career PSAL homer to cen-
terfield off Sinatra’s Bre-
anna Taphouse, scoring 

three. The hard-hit line 
drive caused the defender 
to pause before watching 
the ball sail over her head.

“I honestly thought 
she was going to catch it,” 
Stathopoulos said. “I saw 
it go by her and sprinted 
out and ended up home.”

Her afternoon didn’t 
end there. Stathopoulos 
came to the plate again 
in the fourth inning and 
crushed another pitch, 
this time to left field, for 
an RBI triple.

“I was just looking to 
be aggressive and attack 
any pitch that came my 
way,” she said.

Krystle Roldan came 

up two batters later and 
launched a solo homerun 
of her own to leftfield. 
Daysia Wehder added a 

bases-clearing double in 
the fifth inning to aide in 
the decisive win. Cardozo 
won the first meeting just 
7-3, while adding two runs 
in the sixth.

Pitcher Shelby Yaco-
vone appreciated the run 
support.

“It gives you some 
good confidence in know-
ing you can throw more 
pitches and not really wor-
ry about striking every 
girl out or even throwing 
strikes,” she said.

Lost in the offensive 
explosion was a solid per-
formance by the senior 
ace. Yacovone allowed just 
two runs on three hits, 
while striking out eight Si-
natra batters.

“She came back with 
another great perfor-
mance,” Douglas said. 
“I’m not surprised, but 
very proud of her and al-
ways very impressed.”

The win keeps Car-
dozo tied atop the division 
standings with rival Bay-
side, which it beat 6-4 in its 
first meeting. Barring any 
setbacks, when they meet 
to close out the regular 
season they will decide the 
division crown.

“We want to win,” Ya-
covone said. “We want to 
be division champs.”

Cardozo pitcher Shelby 
Yacovone winds up. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued from Page 52

Comeback
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also chipped in.
Overall, Marshall has 

allocated $117 million to 
borough libraries since 
taking office more than 12 
years ago, her office said.

But the borough, and 
libraries in general, have 
been suffering from cuts to 
their operating budgets.

Queens Library is 
primarily funded by the 
city, according to Galante, 
with a small percentage of 
funds coming from state or 
federal sources. This year, 
the borough library system 
is set to lose $30 million in 
operating costs, according 
to Galante, in what has be-

come a routine round of an-
nual belt tightening on the 
city level.

These cuts in operat-
ing costs have translated 
to a drop in service hours 
over the years. 

So while the capital 
expenditure boom has re-
sulted in 10 to 15 complete 
library renovations, ac-
cording to Galante, many 
libraries cannot afford 
to stay open seven days a 
week.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), a former employee of 
the library, said the oper-
ating budget needs to keep 
pace with the capital bud-
get. 

“We should not subject 
staff to fluctuations like 

that,” he said. “There is no 
point in having additional 
space unless you can staff 
it.”

On top of the cuts, Mar-
shall has also repeatedly 
criticized the Bloomberg 
administration for not giv-
ing the borough its fair 
share.

 In the preliminary 
budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year, Marshall’s of-
fice estimates the borough 
will be shortchanged by 
$2.2 million — a conclusion 
reached by comparing the 
use of the libraries and the 
funding to other boroughs.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

The youths will now 
likely face felony or mis-
demeanor assault charges, 
depending on their ages,  
said Vallone, chairman of  
the Council’s Public Safety 
Committee.

All of the juveniles 
were female and three of 
them were 15, one was 14 
and one was 13, police said.

The assault happened 
April 12, according to the 
mother of one of the vic-
tims.

Samantha Gonzalez, 
14, was walking home with 
her friend after school 
when the mob attacked, 
said Gonzalez’s mother, 
Nina Kunicki.

“They all came out of 
nowhere, just rumbling,” 
Kunicki said.

What followed was 
caught on video taken from 
what seems to be a smart 
phone. The girls are both 
thrown to the ground while 
teens hit and kick them. At 
one point one of the attack-
ers picks up an orange traf-
fic cone and hurls it at one 
of the girls.

The day before, Sa-
mantha’s friend was at Mc-

Donald’s and apparently 
had been approached by 
several other teenage girls, 
who allegedly jumped her, 
Kunicki said.

Kunicki said the friend 
did not know the girls who 
attacked her.

“They just didn’t like 
her,” Kunicki said, adding 
that her daughter had been 
walking home with the 
friend April 12 to protect 
her.

Samantha suffered a 
fractured nose and mul-
tiple bruises from the at-
tack, while her friend had 
to have eight stitches above 
her eye, Kunicki said.

She said her daughter 
has stayed positive and has 
continued going to school.

“She’s not afraid of 
anyone,” Kunicki said.

But Kunicki has not 
fared as well, saying she 
has been having difficulty 
sleeping.

“I’m upset they did this 
to my baby,” she said.

She said she was 
speaking out in hopes that 
she could prevent future at-
tacks on others.

“They could have 
killed my daughter,” she 
said. “And if I don’t talk, 
they could do it to another 
child.”

Sources say the attack-
ers went to Long Island City 
High School and IS 126. The 
victims did not attend ei-
ther of those schools.

Vallone said he first 
learned about the video 
when it was sent to him by 
a Facebook friend. He said 
he provided the video to the 
police.

“It’s just hard to be-
lieve that first of all [this] 
could happen, and second 
of all that it could happen 
right here in Astoria Park,” 
he said.

He also expressed out-
rage that some of the youths 
were filming the attack 
rather than intervening.

 “It’s really disheart-
ening,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Brawl

the shop’s owner, who iden-
tified himself as Pamir. 
“I’ve never seen an accident 
like this.”

The man who was pro-
nounced dead at the hos-
pital had several children 
as did the man whose legs 
were injured, said Zach 
Arzo, co-owner of the body 
shop.

“I just finished clean-
ing up the blood,” he said, 
visibly shaken by the inci-

dent.
Pamir said the driver 

of the Mercedes, who was 
involved in the initial 
crash, rushed over to help 
the injured and may have 
saved the 30-year-old man’s 
life by tying a tourniquets 
around at least one of his 
bleeding legs.

“Like a hero, he 
helped,” Pamir said.

The Good Samaritan 
was identified as Jim Hart 
by the New York Post.

Continued from Page 2 

Willets
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ting with his lawyer, Den-
nis Ring.

Tabone entered the 
room, sat down and scanned 
the packed courtroom 
while tapping his fingers 
on the table he sat behind. 
He was then seen laughing 
with his attorneys before 
the proceeding began.

Soon after their ar-
raignment, some the ac-
cused, including Halloran 
and Tabone, exited the 
courthouse professing 
their innocence while a 
group of angry protesters 
chanted at them, “Fair elec-
tions now!”

Halloran, dressed in a 
dark suit and sporting an 
American flag pin, darted 
through a mass of report-
ers as he paced away from 
the building.

“I’m innocent,” was all 
Halloran said.

Tabone took more 
time to speak upon leaving 
the courthouse, stopping to 
claim his innocence.

“I am innocent. I will 
have my day in court,” Ta-
bone said, while emphasiz-
ing he was an unpaid Re-
publican Party volunteer. 
“I believe justice will be 
done.”

The roughly 30-page 
indictment accused the 
Queens officials of bribery, 
conspiracy and wire fraud 
— some of which was al-
legedly committed in the 
face of an undercover agent 
with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

Prosecutors handed 
the evidence over to the 
court Tuesday in a pre-trial 
conference to be examined 
before the next court date.

Smith, who was elect-
ed to the Senate in 2000, 
allegedly used $500,000 in 
taxpayer dollars to solicit 
favors from Republican 
leaders in order to land his 

name on their ballot for 
mayor, the indictment said.

All the while, prosecu-
tors said Halloran allegedly 
helped Smith in his efforts 
by arranging meetings 
with the party leaders and 
helping negotiate massive 
payoffs.

Halloran was also ac-
cused of offering $80,000 in 
his Council discretionary 
dollars to the undercover 
agent after he agreed to 
inject more funds into the 
councilman’s 2012 run for 
Congress, according to 
prosecutors. The scheme 
landed him about $39,000 in 
cash and $6,500 in checks 
made out to his campaign, 
the indictment said.

“That’s politics, that’s 
politics, it’s all about how 
much,” Halloran said on 
recordings. “Not about 
whether or will, it’s about 
how much, and that’s our 
politicians in New York, 
they’re all like that, all like 
that.”

Continued from Page 4 

Smith
plot, eventually convinc-
ing Pan to arrange the do-
nations after winning his 
friendship. 

Later in the week, an 
ex-boyfriend of Hou’s tes-
tified she offered to reim-
burse him for a $500 dona-
tion to the campaign , The 
New York Times reported. 
Thomas Wang, 26, who ul-
timately did not contribute, 
testified on the condition 
he would not be prosecuted, 
the Times said.

Jian Kang Chen, the 
owner of a construction 
company, testified he ar-
ranged for six of his workers 
to donate $800 in exchange 
for being reimbursed by the 
campaign, according to the 
Times.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

wait times at JFK and La-
Guardia approached the 
two-hour mark, though 
the FAA’s website cred-
ited the delays to weather-
related issues, not reduced 
staffing.

Nationwide, the agen-

cy planned to furlough 
1,500 of its 15,000 air traffic 
controllers on any given 
day. That ratio represents 
a 10 percent reduction 
across the agency, includ-
ing the press office.

“I’m out of the office 
due to furlough and I’m 
unable to respond to your 
e-mail,” one spokesman’s 
out-of-office reply read.

Continued from Page 19 

Furloughs
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Trial

that at the same time the 
MTA is cutting shuttle ser-
vice connecting struggling 
residents in the Rockaways 
to the New York City sub-
way system, the Long Is-
land Rail Road announced 
the express Cannonball 
train will now transport 
Manhattanites to the 

Hamptons nonstop for the 
first time. Reserved seats 
are available.

“No one is suggesting 
we should not have strong 
transit options for Long Is-
land,” De Blasio said.

“We are disappointed 
that Mr. de Blasio has de-
cided to completely and ut-
terly misrepresent what we 
are doing out in the Rock-
aways,” Ortiz said. “We 
are, in fact, improving ser-
vice for the vast majority of 

customers by shifting ad-
ditional runs from off-peak 
periods to peak periods.”

He added, “There is no 
need to operate the same 
level of service during off-
peak periods because rid-
ership is lighter and buses 
complete their trips quicker 
because of less traffic. For 
off-peak customers, this 
equates to waiting an extra 
one minute for a bus.”

Continued from Page 27 

Shuttle

A group of teenage girls, who 
were eventually arrested, are 
shown pummeling two other 
girls on video.
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