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BY PHIL CORSO

Already indicted on federal 
corruption charges, City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) announced Wednesday he 
would not seek a second term in 
the wake of new allegations that 
he had affairs with both a former 
intern and former deputy chief of 
staff .

Although an initial hear-
ing was deferred Wednesday, 
Halloran will be the subject of a 
Council Standards and Ethics 
Committee investigation over 
whether the alleged affairs violat-
ed Council rules for disorderly be-
havior, the meeting agenda said.

The New York Post report-
ed Monday that Halloran, now 
separated from his wife Cynthia, 
had been seen around town with 
23-year-old John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice student Denise 
Batista, a former unpaid intern. 
The councilman’s small, tight-
knit staff was aware of the rela-
tionship before Batista ultimately 
resigned from Halloran’s office, a 
source said.

Halloran had already had a 
previous office fling with former 
Deputy Chief of Staff Meaghan 
Mapes, who was seen at various 
events with the councilman and 
at one point listed as in a relation-
ship with him on the Internet, the 
Post said. Mapes had been long 
gone from Halloran’s office by the 

BY JOE ANUTA

Some Queens lawmakers 
were not happy after hearing that 
a member of the Abu Dhabi royal 
family will soon announce his 
plan to fund a soccer stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Sheik Mansour bin Zayed al-
Nahyan, a billionaire who already 
owns an English soccer team, 
Manchester United, intends to 
pay $100 million to Major League 
Soccer to purchase its 20th fran-
chise team, which will likely be 
called New York City Football 

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 57

STUDENT GALLERY

Sheik’s soccer 
stadium plan 

draws pols’ ire

Halloran will not seek re-election
Council ethics committee to investigate allegations of affairs with former staffers

BY STEVE MOSCO

City Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott enjoyed some of his fa-
vorite healthy eats with students 
this week as PS 122 in Flushing 
expanded its vegetarian menu 
to five days per week. Officials 
said it is the first school in the 
city to serve strictly veggie meals 
for breakfast and lunch, perma-
nently purging high calorie fried 
foods and sugary snacks from 
the diets of the school’s hungry 
youngsters. 

Flushing school touts 
city’s fi rst veggie meals

Ni Jia Cui, (l.) a Bayside High School senior, shows off her work to prospective buyers Mercedes and Hernando 
Ramirez at Il Vesuvio in Bayside. The art showcase was part of the Bayside Business Improvement District’s fourth-
annual arts and crafts festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

See story on Page 2

Queens still struggling 
six months after Sandy
Page 4-6, 24 QGuide Page 43uide uide Page 43Page 43

Man of 
Steel



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

-9
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
2

BT

BAYSIDE TIMES (USPS#025088) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc.., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2013. All rights reserved. The newspaper will 
not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Bayside Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings 
Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter ........................................................ 8
Editorials & Letters ...................................... 12-13
The Civic Scene ...................................................14
I Sit and Look Out ...............................................14
Sandy Then and Now ........................................24
Focus on Queens ................................................28

Eldercare ....................................................... 31-38
QGuide ............................................................ 43-51
Business ................................................................56
Sports ............................................................. 59-61
Classified .......................................................63-67

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2013 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4537 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  General: (718) 225-7117 — Editorial (718) 224-2934 
  Display: (718) 260-4537 — Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4590   

BY JOE ANUTA

Seemingly normal 
parking signs along a 
stretch of road in the Col-
lege Point Corporate Park 
have actually been installed 
by a vehicular vigilante 
who rips out the city’s “no 
parking” notices as soon 
as they are installed, frus-
trated city officials said at 
a recent meeting with Com-
munity Board 7.

The responsible party 
has long been bedeviling 
the city Department of 
Transportation’s efforts to 
keep cars off the streets, ac-
cording to CB 7 Chairman 
Gene Kelty, who questioned 
a DOT representative last 
week as to why parked cars 
have returned to 31st Av-
enue between College Point 
Boulevard and the Whit-
estone Expressway south-
bound service road.

“It’s setting a bad prec-
edent because all of the 
buildings in the park are 
supposed to have parking 
on-site,” Kelty said at an 
April 25 meeting, referring 
to the zoning that regulates 
the commercial area and 
prohibits parking on all 
roads in the  550-acre area.

A DOT representa-
tive, Al Silvestri, told Kelty 
that someone had removed 
the no parking signs and 
replaced them with signs 
indicating that parking is 
legal on much of the street.

So why, Kelty asked, 
did DOT not simply install 
signs higher in the air to 
make them harder to steal?

“They’re ripping out 

the poles, Gene,” Silvestri 
replied.

That afternoon, 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
visited 31st Avenue, which 
was lined on both sides 
with cars.

Along much of 31st 
Avenue in front of Crys-
tal Windows and Doors, 
not a single sign indicated 
whether parking was per-
mitted. About two-thirds of 
the way down the street, a 
sign indicated that parking 
was prohibited only closer 
to College Point Boulevard.

But upon closer exami-

nation of the sign, circular 
scrape  marks were visible 
around the bolts that af-
fixed it to the post, sug-
gesting it may have been 
removed from somewhere 
else.

Other signs that ap-
peared to allow parking 
on the street were nailed 
to telephone poles. In one 
case, the sign was posted 
directly above a broken 
corner of another parking 
sign that appeared to have 
been ripped from the pole.

In order to catch the 
culprit, Kelty suggested 

contacting Consolidated 
Edison and asking the util-
ity to install a camera at 
the entrance to its nearby 
facility.

DOT said the agency is 
responding to the request 
from CB 7, and will be in-
specting the location again. 
The agency will make any 
necessary adjustments as 
needed.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Mixed greens and 
chickpeas replaced miscel-
laneous chicken parts on 
the menu as children at a 
Flushing elementary school 
welcomed a special guest to 
share a healthy lunch.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott joined 
third-graders at PS 244, the 
Active Learning Elementa-
ry School, at 137-20 Frank-
lin Ave., in the cafeteria 
Tuesday to celebrate the 
city’s first all-vegetarian 
school menu. Some even 
claim it’s the first in the 
country.

“It is great to see a 
school instilling healthy 
eating habits in children 
at such an early age,” said 
Walcott. “By eliminating 
sugary sodas and juices 
and by not frying food, we 
are helping our children 
succeed academically and 
physically.”

Partnering with the 
New York Coalition for 
Healthy School Food, PS 
244 expanded its vegetarian 
menu to five days a week. 
The menu now reads like a 
fine dining restaurant rath-

er than a school cafeteria, 
with healthy recipes like 
roasted chickpeas, braised 
black beans with plantains, 
tofu vegetable wraps with 
cucumber salad, vegetar-
ian chili with brown rice, 
falafel and roasted tofu 
with Asian sesame sauce.

The school, which 
opened in 2008, began of-
fering a vegetarian lunch 
three times a week and then 
increased it to four times 
per week. Robert Groff, the 
school’s principal, said de-
mand was so high that of-
ficials decided to make it a 
daily meal program.

“We discovered early 
on that our kids were gravi-
tating toward our vegetar-
ian offerings and we kept 
expanding the program 
to meet the demand,” said 
Groff, one of the school’s 
founders. “The vegetarian 
menu fits right in with our 
mission and we are thrilled 
that our students in pre-
kindergarten all the way 
up to Grade 3 understand 
the importance of healthy 
and nutritious meals.”

And officials at the 
school, including cafete-

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott enjoys a vegetarian lunch 
with children at PS 244. Photo by Steve Mosco

Flushing school serves up 
city’s fi rst all-veggie menuStolen signs irk city offi cials

DOT says ‘no parking’ markers pilfered from College Point area

Continued on Page 62

One street sign across from Crystal Windows prohibits parking along the entire street, while another 
affixed to a telephone pole indicates it is permissible to park on 31st Avenue. Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY PHIL CORSO

The launching of a 
new pre-med program has 
helped lift Martin Van 
Buren High School onto a 
steady path to recovery, ad-
ministrators said.

First-year Principal 
Sam Sochet teamed up 
with North Shore-LIJ to 
establish the medical in-
ternships one year after 
lawmakers said public out-
cry and bad grades bruised 
the Queens Village school’s 
reputation.

Sochet made the proj-
ect official Friday when he 
signed a contract with the 
hospital in New Hyde Park, 
ushering in the first of four 
programs.

“We have one of the 
largest employers right 
here, miles away from the 
high school,” Sochet said 
outside the Katz Women’s 
Hospital building. “To have 

something like this avail-
able to our students — I’m 
almost pinching myself.”

Lawmakers joined 
with concerned parents 
last year to call on the city’s 
Department of Education 
to remove former Princi-
pal Marilyn Shevell after a 
series of poor progress re-
ports. Sochet signed on as 
the school’s new principal 
in July and his leadership 
has been under close watch 
with positive reviews.

“Martin Van Buren 
has historically been a 
wonderful high school and 
we have put our efforts in 
to help turn it around,” said 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
one of three elected officials 
on hand for the contract’s 
signing. “They have made 
amazing strides in the past 
year and this is a vital step 
in becoming a destination 
once again.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) helped lead the 
push for new leadership at 
the school in 2012 and said 
he was glad to see Sochet 
reaching out to the commu-
nity for more neighborhood 

programming.
“These new programs 

are the product of a tremen-
dous collaboration,” Avella 
said. “I believe they will 
help return the school to its 
preeminence.”

The pre-med program 
hopefully will be a big draw 
to attract more area stu-
dents to attend Martin Van 
Buren, state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said.

“We want kids to go lo-
cal,” he said. “And we can 
do that if we have quality 
programs coming out of a 
quality local school.”

Borough leaders 
helped play matchmaker 
between Martin Van Bu-
ren and North Shore-LIJ so 
the school’s new leadership 
could diversify its program-
ming. Under the new in-
ternship, North Shore-LIJ 
staff will open its doors to 
accepted pre-med students 
to conduct clinical research 
and receive hands-on expe-
rience. Sochet said students 
will be selected through a 
screening process based on 
demand.

Martin Van Buren 

senior Foysal Daian will 
graduate in June and at-
tend Columbia University 
as a bio-chem major, but 
said he was still excited to 
see the new opportunity for 
his classmates with similar 
ambitions.

“This should be a great 
opportunity for students to 
explore their skills and re-
search,” Daian said. “Our 
new principal has been 
great with the students and 
I’m glad to see him give us 
a chance to learn how the 
medical field works.”

Sochet said the school 
was also finalizing plans 
for three more internship 
programs, including engi-
neering, pre-law forensics 
and computer technology.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Martin Van Buren High School Principal Sam Sochet (second from 
r.) signs a contract with North Shore-LIJ, making a new pre-med 
program official. Photo by Phil Corso

Martin Van Buren principal launches pre-med program
Queens Village high school seeks to revamp reputation by offering North Shore-LIJ internships

JOB FAIR

St. Paul the Apostle Church
Parish Hall/ Community Room
98-16 55th Avenue 
Corona, NY 11368 

       Sponsored by

in Collaboration with
 and 

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They live just 16 blocks 
apart, but Far Rockaway 
residents Devaney Brown 
and Abisoye Oloruntoba 
have chosen different ways 
to commute to lower Man-
hattan in the six months 
following Superstorm 
Sandy. Subway service into 
and out of the Rockaways 
remains suspended as re-
pairs are made on the A 
line to damage sustained 
during the storm.

Even before Sandy, 
both Brown and Olorunto-
ba spent at least two hours 
in transit, but over the past 
six months, their trips have 
required additional time 
and money without access 
to the A train.

The superstorm 
wreaked havoc on the line 
with breaches to the 70-foot-
wide strip of land on which 
the tracks rest in two loca-
tions crossing over Jamai-
ca Bay and left thousands 
of tons of debris in its wake. 
Transit officials estimate 
that the A train’s tracks 
were covered with about 4 
feet of water.

With the Rockaway 
leg of the A train servic-
ing about 30,000 riders a 
day before the storm, the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority launched a 

shuttle bus service from the 
peninsula to the subway’s 
Howard Beach station in 
November.

Brown, a 23-year-old 
Borough of Manhattan 
Community College stu-
dent, rises around 5 a.m. 

each morning and catches 
the Q22 bus one block away 
around 6:15 a.m. to Mott Av-
enue, where she then trans-
fers to a shuttle bus to the 
Howard Beach A train sta-
tion. The Q22 runs east-west 
within the Rockaways.

From there, it is 14 
stops on the express A 
train, before she arrives at 
Chambers Street and walks 
four blocks to get to her 8 
a.m. biology class. When 

the train is running local, 
there are 23 stops between 
Chambers Street and How-
ard Beach.

“Add an extra half 
hour onto your ride when 
the train is running lo-
cal,” she said of the train 

trip, which normally takes 
about an hour.

To be sure she arrives 
on time, Brown should 
leave two hours for her 
commute, which some days 
she must make two or three 
times when she has to trav-
el back and forth for work at 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards’ (D-Laurelton) of-
fice in Far Rockaway.

She often arrives home 
from school after 11 p.m. as 

the MTA works to repair 
damage to the track bed, 
signal, power and com-
munication systems half a 
year after the storm hit.

“I understand they 
[MTA officials] are doing 
everything they can, but 
I feel that more attention 
needs to be put on this,” 
she said during her Friday 
morning trip to class. “Ev-
ery day is a hassle.”

Brown said commuters 
had to endure frigid tem-
peratures waiting outdoors 
for the shuttle buses during 
the winter months, and on 
her trips home late in the 
evening, there would some-
times be up to a 30-minute 
delay before a Q22 would 
pull up on Mott Avenue as 
well as waits of between 10 
and 20 minutes for shuttle 
buses at the Howard Beach 
station.

“When you’re com-
ing from a long day, 9, 10 
o’clock, and you are wait-
ing right here and there 
are no shuttle buses, that’s 
the problem right there. No 
shuttle buses and there is a 
crowd of people,” she said. 
“When one actually does 
come, it’s ridiculous, over-
crowding as usual.”

She worries about her 
nighttime travel time be-
coming even longer as the 

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Six months after Hur-
ricane Sandy, legislators 
cautioned that while prog-
ress has been made in the 
storm-battered coastal 
regions of Queens, there 
still is much left to be done 
before life returns to nor-
mal.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said he saw two worlds in 
his district: one in which 
the drum beat of everyday 
life has resumed, where 
stores are open and resi-
dents are back in their 
homes, and the other in 
which stores are still 
closed, perhaps perma-
nently, and some residents 
are still out of work and/or 
homeless.

“My work 
as an elected of-
ficial will not be 
done until both 
of these worlds 
are one again,” he said.

City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) also said people 
must remember that not 
all of the issues surround-
ing Hurricane Sandy have 
been resolved.

“No amount of time 
passed is an excuse to for-
get those in need,” he said. 
“We must not only help 
with our prayers, but also 
with our actions.”

And state Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) said there 
are many questions that 
still need answering in the 
long road to recovery as 
residents still wait for of-
ficial Federal Emergency 

Management Agency flood 
maps, new building codes 
and flood mitigation proj-
ects, among other needs.

“My job is to ensure 
that we have the resources 
and the tools to get us to 
where we need to be,” he 
said.

The toll from Hur-
ricane Sandy across the 
state was great. According 
to a FEMA report detailing 
recovery facts and mile-
stones six months after 
the storm, 41 people died, 
454 homes were destroyed, 
27,000 homes were dam-
aged, 6 million cubic yards 
of debris were left behind 
— enough to fill four Em-
pire State buildings — and 
2.1 million people were left 
without power immedi-
ately after the storm in the 

state.
In Queens 

alone 11 people 
died at the 
hands of the 

superstorm, but concrete 
measures of progress are 
visible.

Among them, FEMA 
said that in Queens about 
$241 million has been ap-
proved for individuals and 
households to help people 
with home repairs, tempo-
rary rental costs and other 
uninsured losses related 
to the storm. About $292 
million has been approved 
in U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration homeowner, 
renter and business disas-
ter loans.

And FEMA has ap-
proved about $136 million 
in grants to reimburse lo-
cal governments and non-

Abisoye Oloruntoba (c.) uses his phone aboard the Rockaway ferry to Manhattan. Photo by Christina Santucci

Sandy’s toll still felt 
in southern Queens

Storm tests straphangers
Far Rockaway residents endure long commute after A line damaged

Devaney Brown (c.) reads as she rides the shuttle bus from Mott 
Avenue to Howard Beach. Photo by Christina Santucci

The interior of a beachfront home in Belle Harbor is visible last 
week. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Christina Santucci

SIX MONTHS 
LATER

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 62
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The storm changed ev-
erything.

Six months after San-
dy, Mike Lobody Jr. still 
has no idea when he will 
return to his Broad Chan-
nel home.

Francis Seim, who 
lived three blocks away, 
is only moving back to the 
neighborhood because his 
family found a second-floor 
apartment to rent. The 
house where he and his 
family lived for 12 years re-
mains uninhabitable.

All throughout the 
tight-knit island, which 
connects Howard Beach 
with the Rockaways, the 
superstorm’s wrath is still 
visible.

“A lot of people are not 
coming back,” Seim said.

Some businesses have 
reopened and homes have 
been rebuilt, but many oth-
ers remain boarded up.

“It’s been tough. The 
storm totally changed ev-
erything. It totally changed 

my life,” Lobody said.
l

Six months after surg-
ing water forced the Lobody 
family to take refuge in a 
crawl space above a bed-
room , the interior of their 
house is still bare. The 
home’s studs are visible 
and blotches of mold dot the 
wood frame inside.

The front steps are 
gone, just as Halloween 
decorations that were hung 
before Sandy and survived 
the storm  have been re-
moved. Only a bicycle, a 
plastic play structure for 
the kids and barbecue are 
left of the family’s belong-
ings in Broad Channel.

The family now rents 
a place in Glendale, close 
to the school where Lo-
body’s wife Alison works 
as a teacher and where his 
4-year-old son Conor has 
begun attending kinder-
garten.

“I keep paying for a 
mortgage and an apart-
ment. It gets expensive af-
ter a while,” he said of the 

payments: $1,200 per month 
in rent and under $2,000 for 
mortgage.

Mike Lobody said he 
received his first insurance 
check in early April.

“The bank was hold-
ing the money hostage,” he 
said. “They finally released 
some money and they still 
have the rest.”

The funds, he believes, 
will be enough to make nec-
essary repairs to his house, 
but he envisions building 
the home taller than be-
fore in case another Sandy 
strikes.

“I want to put a second 
story on the house because 
I’m not going to stand in 5 
feet of water again on a lad-
der and watch my kids be 
curled up in a loft. I want a 
second story so there is at 
least some place higher to 
go,” he said.

When floodwaters 
began rushing into the Lo-
body’s single-story home on 
Noel Road, Conor, Allison 
and the couple’s 2-year-old 
daughter Emma stayed safe 
in a crawl space — about 3 
feet high and 6 feet long — 

in Conor’s room 

just below the ceiling. Mike 
Lobody stood on a 6-foot 
ladder holding onto them.

Although Emma is 
too young to remember the 
storm, Conor often brings 
up Sandy.

“The bad water came 
and took everything away,” 
Mike Lobody said his son 
frequently recalls.

“He talks about the 
house all the time,” Mike 
Lobody said. “He just keeps 
asking when is it going to 
be done? I don’t have an an-
swer for him.”

In December, Mike 

Lobody projected his fam-
ily would be back in their 
home of five years by June, 
but standing inside the gut-
ted house last week, he said 
there was no way that was 
possible now.

In the past few months, 
Lobody said he has been 
able to pick up extra work 
as a plumber to help with 
the bills, but he called it a 
double-edged sword. Many 
of his customers are friends 
and neighbors, whose 
homes also bore the brunt 
of the storm. Some in the 
neighborhood fast tracked 
their repairs, while others 
have not been able to make 
as much progress.

“There are people like 
me that are nowhere yet. 
They haven’t moved for-
ward. Six months later, it’s 
still a nightmare,” he said.

l
Francis Seim and his 

family are headed back to 
the Channel but not to their 
home.

A week or two after the 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Robert Kaskel’s busi-
nesses in the Rockaways 
sustained more than $1 
million in damage during 
Superstorm Sandy. 

But after six months of 
work to make the building 
structurally stable, he is op-
timistic that the back porch 
of his restaurant,Thai 
Rock, will reopen later this 
month while repairs con-
tinue inside.

Kaskel had laid plans 
for three businesses -  Thai 
Rock, a live music venue 
on the porch and a water 
sports shop - with his wife 
Metta in 2010 and opened 
up in the rented location 
in Rockaway Beach the fol-
lowing year.

“We spent that winter 
renovating the place,” he 
said. “Now we have a lot 
of renovating to do all over 
again.”

 As the  repairs are 

made on the rest of the 
building, Kaskel hopes the 
projected reopening of the 
deck on May 20 will pro-
vide the couple with some 
money coming in. They 
have been living without 

any income since Sandy hit 
in late October.

“I can do the water 
sports and I can do most of 
my bar life and some enter-
tainment perhaps and even 
some very limited cooking 

just by getting the deck op-
erating,” he said. “It’s the 
fastest thing for us to do.”

Kaskel explained that 
it would be less work to 
demolish the popular res-
taurant and completely 
rebuild. However, it would 
take longer and cost more 
money upfront. 

“Since you have to do 
everything, it’s piece by 
piece. Take this part out, 
put in a new one. Take the 
next part out and put in the 
next one. So you are actu-
ally doing double work,” he 
said. 

When Sandy’s storm 
surge flooded the peninsu-
la, the restaurant, which is 
situated on piers at Beach 
92nd Street, became unsta-
ble. Most of the structure is 
built over water and about 
10 percent to 15 percent is 
over land.

“My building was 
ready to fall into the bay af-
ter Sandy,” he said, sitting 

inside his apartment above 
the eatery Sunday.

In addition, Kaskel and 
his wife had to make a deci-
sion about whether they 
wanted to stay in the prop-
erty and continue to pay 
rent, buy the building or 
shut down the businesses. 
Before the storm, Kaskel 
had been in talks with the 
property’s owner about 
buying the location. Even 
if he had opted to continue 
renting, Kaskel would have 
been responsible for mak-
ing repairs to the storm 
damage because of his tri-
ple-net lease. Every single 
aspect of the property was 
the responsibility of the 
Kaskels. 

“If we are going to go 
forward with this business, 
which we love and we put 
our everything into, then 
we need to buy the proper-
ty,” Kaskel told his wife. “It 
was clear to me that I either 
decide to stay or go.” 

After cobbling togeth-
er the money to make the 
purchase, Kaskel and his 
wife then focused their at-
tention on the repairs to 
the building, which also 
became their home as their 
house was badly damaged 
during Sandy. 

The walls and the 
flooring - and then parts of 
the subfloor - had to be re-
moved in the building.

“The walls almost 
around the entire building 
were no longer connected 
to the house,” he said.

Contractors built tem-
porary support structures 
inside to keep the roof from 
falling down and the walls 
from collapsing.

“That was about all 
of the money I had at that 
point, so we stayed like that 
for a while,” Kaskel said.

About a month ago, 
Kaskel was able to secure 
temporary financing with 

Mike Lobody Jr. stands inside his gutted Broad Channel home. Photo by Christina Santucci

Rockaway restaurant fi ghts back for its place in the sun

Families vow to resume their Broad Channel lives

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 62

SIX MONTHS 
LATER

Robert Kaskel opened Thai Rock on Beach 92nd Street and 
Jamaica Bay in 2011, and he is hoping to reopen the building’s back 
deck later this month after his businesses were damaged during 
Superstorm Sandy. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Their slogan is “One 
Pet at a Time,” and six 
months after Superstorm 
Sandy, a grassroots social 
media group is still work-
ing to reunite lost animals 
with their owners and find 
homes for displaced dogs 
and cats from the Rock-
aways and beyond.

Trish Lane, one of 
 Hurricane Sandy Pets Lost 

& Found ’s administrators, 
estimated that about 15 to 
20 animals still need to be 
adopted. Some of the pets’ 
owners have been located 
but could not or did not 
want the animals back, 
while others’ families were 

never found.
Dixie Louviere, the 

Facebook group’s creator, 
said she started the page 
because she witnessed the 
effects of Hurricane Ka-
trina on four-legged crea-
tures in her home state of 
Louisiana.

“When you have a 
storm like that, there are 

so many things that could 
happen,” she said. “The 
windows could blow open, 
the door could blow open, 
your pet could get out.”

With many shelters 
throughout the country 
filled to capacity, Louviere 
wanted to highlight the 
stories of pets displaced by 
Sandy.

Animals Floyd (l.) and Mr. O’Malley (c.) are up for adop-
tion after they were found in the Rockaways following 
Superstorm Sandy, and Tuna’s owners had to give her up be-
cause the housing they were given does not allow pets. 

Group seeks homes 
for pets lost in Sandy

ueens
Chamber of Commerce

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% 
for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% 
(Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-
introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card 
are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee 
for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is 
greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount 
for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a 
minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is 
a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. 
Membership is required.

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

REGULAR RATES FROM 9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

Save with NO ANNUAL FEE (Bank credit cards can charge 

you up to $79.)

Consolidate your high-interest cards with NO-FEE BALANCE 
TRANSFERS (Banks charge up to 4% in transfer fees, adding 

up to $400 on a typical $10,000 transfer.)

NO Penalty Rate pricing (MCU understands that due to 

various circumstances, there are times when you might make 

a late payment. Banks may increase your rate to 29.99% or 

higher. We do not charge Penalty Rate pricing.)

SIX MONTHS 
LATER
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Ranked in the Top 5% for overall cardiac 
care, cardiology services, cardiac surgery and 

angioplasty/stent procedures –
Healthgrades® 2013.

    
One of Top 70 Cardiac Hospitals in U.S. – 

Becker’s Hospital Review.

One of the first 70 hospitals in the U.S. 
offering FDA-approved, minimally invasive 

valve replacement for those too ill for 
conventional surgery.

Long Island’s only Center of Excellence for 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM), the 

leading cause of sudden cardiac death among 
people under 30.

First Long Island hospital to use catheter-
based cryoablation to treat atrial fibrillation.

Don’t trust your heart
to just anyone.

Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Rely on Winthrop for its comprehensive range of cardiac services 
and outstanding record of excellence.
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Learn English in the Heart of New York City 
and Increase Your Career Options 

Visit scps.nyu.edu/aliplus/05 
for More Information and to Apply
or Call 212-998-7040

American Language Institute

ALIplus

This Summer, the NYU School of Continuing and Professional Studies (NYU-SCPS) will off er 
nine new ALIplus Certifi cate Programs. These programs, which are available on a full-time 
basis over a 12-week period,* are designed to meet the needs of international professionals 
and aspiring students who wish to combine English-language study through the NYU-SCPS 
American Language Institute (ALI), with specialized professional training in a variety of 
NYU-SCPS Continuing Education (noncredit) certifi cates.

Professional English and the Business of Art
Professional English and Digital Filmmaking
Professional English and Financial Analysis
Professional English and Finance Fundamentals
Professional English and Graphic Production

Choose from ALIplus Certifi cates in:

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2013 New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.

Combine English-Language Study 
with Professional Training

Professional English and Marketing Strategies and Execution
Professional English and Media Technologies
Professional English and Real Estate Development
Professional English and Real Estate Finance and Investment

*Note: All of the ALIplus certifi cate programs qualify for full-time, F-1 visa study. See website for details and deadlines.

Zhen Ni Guo 
Photo courtesy NYPD

FLUSHING — The public is being asked to 
help police find a woman who was missing since 
April 22.

Zhen Ni Guo was last seen in her Flushing 
home in the afternoon, and police described her 
as 5 feet 5 inches tall and weighing 90 pounds.

WHITESTONE — Police released 
video footage showing one of four suspects 
wanted in connection with a home inva-
sion that occurred last week.

At about 3:30 a.m. April 25, a group of 
men entered a Whitestone home, flashed 
guns and ordered the family into a bed-
room, according to the NYPD.

The men, who police described as be-
ing in their 20s, then tied up the family 
before pocketing cash and jewelry, police 
said.

The family was unharmed in the inci-
dent, according to cops.

Chrissy Voskerichian, president of 
the 109th Precinct Community Council, 
said in an e-mail that home invasions are 
rare in the area, but are typically planned 
in advance.

Voskerichian urged residents to call 
911 if they notice any unusual incidents in 
the neighborhood. She also suggested hom-
eowners take advantage of the precinct’s 
free assessment service, where officers ex-

amine a person’s house and offer advice on 
how to make it more secure.

POLICE 

Blotter
Police hunt for robbers who tied up boro family

Burglary suspects nabbed in Whitestone

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

WHITESTONE — Two suspects in multiple burglaries throughout northern Queens 
were nabbed last week, according to police sources.

On Tuesday at about 4 p.m., a man in a ski mask attempted to break into the rear 
kitchen window of an elderly woman’s 160th Street home using a crowbar, according to 
the 109th Precinct Community Council.

After the man was spotted, a home health aide to the woman called a family member, 
who then called police, sources said.

Although the man fled, cops created a perimeter of the area and eventually took him 
into custody after he was seen walking two blocks away holding the crowbar, the council 
and police said. He was later identified as a Bayshore, L. I. man, according to the council, 
while his Bayside girlfriend was arrested and charged as an accomplice, according to the 
council. 

Cops urged the public to call 911 when observing any suspicious behavior.

Cops on the lookout for missing Flushing woman

Police released a surveillance video of 
one of the home invasion suspects. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING NEWS

BY PHIL CORSO

A former state Assem-
blyman from Little Neck 
formally announced his 
candidacy for City Council, 
jumping into an already 
crowded Democratic race to 
replace embattled Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone), who announced 
Wednesday he will not seek 
re-election.

John Duane, 59, spent 
the last several months 
raising money and position-
ing himself for the Council 
run until finally making 
it official last week. The 
announcement came just 
weeks after incumbent Hal-
loran was arrested April 2 
on federal corruption and 
bribery charges.

As the September 
Democratic primary nears, 
Duane said he would be 
focusing his campaign on 
issues including senior 
citizens’ and veterans’ ser-
vices, overdevelopment and 
consumer advocacy.

 The Democratic field 
has grown to five candi-
dates, including Flushing 
urban planning consul-
tant Paul Graziano, attor-
ney Paul Vallone, Austin 
Shafran, of the state’s eco-
nomic development agency 
Empire State Development 
and former Halloran staffer 
Chrissy Voskerichian.

Meanwhile, members 

of Halloran’s own party 
have stepped up for his seat 
as the councilman faces 
federal charges of corrup-
tion and bribery, accusing 
him of trying to help state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis) secure a spot in the 
upcoming mayoral race on 
the GOP line.

 GOP-backed Dennis 
Saffran and Rudy S. Giu-
liani, cousin of the former 
mayor with the same name, 
have already joined the 
race, while rumors have 
a l s o 
poi nted 
t o w a r d 
f o r m e r 
D e m o -
cratic Council candidate 
Kevin Kim.

Duane served one two-
year term in the Assembly 
in the 1980s before losing 
the seat to former Repub-
lican Assemblyman Doug 
Prescott. He also ran for 
Assembly in 2010, when he 
was defeated by Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-Bay-
side).

While in the Assembly, 
Duane authored 22 bills, 
including the Vietnam Vet-
erans Tuition Assistance 
Law, an issue he said he 
would keep a top priority if 
elected to the Council.

Duane, a former assis-
tant attorney general, also 
served as vice president of 

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawyers defending a 
pair of former campaign 
aides to city Comptroller 
John Liu contended in clos-
ing arguments Wednesday 
the two were accused of 
corruption and wire fraud 
only because the govern-
ment could not get to the 
mayoral candidate himself.

Jia “Jenny” Hou and 
Xing Wu “Oliver” Pan were 
charged in Manhattan fed-
eral court with conspiring 
to use a scheme involving 
straw donors — campaign 
contributors designed to 
conceal the true source 
of donations — in order to 
gain matching funds pro-
vided by the city Campaign 
Finance Board. Hou was 
also charged with obstruct-
ing justice and lying to fed-
eral agents.

“Mr. Pan is collat-
eral damage of the govern-
ment’s obsessive pursuit 
of making a case against 
John Liu,” Irwin Rochman, 
Pan’s lawyer, said during 
his summations Wednes-
day. “I don’t represent John 
Liu. I don’t give a damn 
about John Liu, but that’s 
how we got here ... This 
case does not belong in this 
courtroom.”

Liu has not been 
charged with any crime, 
although the government 
probed his campaign for 
years and his name and 
image appeared numer-
ous times throughout the 
two-week trial. He has ada-
mantly maintained his in-
nocence as he continues his 
run for Gracie Mansion.

Rochman was one of 
three lawyers who spoke 
in the final days of the trial 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Hou’s defense attorney Ger-
ald Lefcourt and assistant 
U.S. attorneys Brian Ja-
cobs and Justin Anderson 
also attempted to sway the 
jury before the group was 
sent to decide the former 
aides’ fates Wednesday af-
ternoon.

Anderson argued the 
actions of Pan and Hou rep-

resented a larger effort by 
Liu’s mayoral campaign 
team to fraudulently obtain 
matching funds from the 
finance board. The board 
matches all donations — 
$6-to-$1 — for any contribu-
tion up to $175 given by New 
York City residents. Emails 
show Hou also offered to 
reimburse an ex-boyfriend 
for donations before a July 
filing with the finance 
board. 

Using straw donors 
violates state law, but it is 
not specifically what Hou 
and Pan had been charged 
with. Money for the city’s 
matching funds program is 
transferred via interstate 
wire, making the abuse of 
the system a federal crime. 
Prosecutors had to prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt 
Pan and Hou were specifi-
cally motivated by obtain-
ing matching funds for the 
Liu campaign, according to 
the defense. 

Rochman contended 
Pan may have violated 
state law, but was not mo-
tivated by the desire to ob-
tain matching funds. Hou 
was unaware of the use of 
straw donors, Lefcourt ar-
gued, though she offered to 
reimburse an ex-boyfriend 
in an incident unrelated to 
matching funds.

Much of the testimony 
revolved around two fund-
raising events involving 
straw donors that occurred 
in 2011 — one sponsored by 
a prominent businessman 
in the Chinese community 
and another put together 
by Pan. 

Several men from the 
business community testi-
fied they reimbursed straw 
donors who gave to Liu’s 
mayoral campaign at one of 
these events. The prosecu-
tion contends Hou played 
an integral role in both col-
lecting the money she knew 
came from the straw donors 
and then concealing the 
evidence from the finance 
board and later the FBI. 

Pan, on the other hand, 
admitted in court to reim-
bursing a group of straw 

donors for the other event 
using money provided by a 
Texas businessman named 
Richard Kong —  actually 
an undercover FBI agent 
named John Chiue — who 
wanted to curry favor with 
a New York City official in 
City Hall.

Rochman argued Pan 
carried out the straw donor 
scheme as a personal favor 
to Chiue, who Pan believed 
was a close friend, and 
not to defraud New York 
City taxpayers of election 
matching funds, as he was 
charged with. 

“This case is not about 
whether Mr. Pan created 
straw donor contributions,” 
Rochman said. “It is about 
why.”

Pan’s straw donations 
were contingent on Chiue 
getting his desired face-
to-face meeting with Liu, 
Rochman contends.

He further argued that 
Pan was entrapped by Chi-
ue, meaning that he would 
not have orchestrated the 
donations otherwise.

Lefcourt argued that 
Hou was simply doing her 
job, knew nothing of the 

straw donations at either of 
the 2011 meetings and had 
nothing to conceal.

The businessmen who 
allegedly reimbursed do-
nors at one fund-raiser also 
testified they acted on their 
own and lied to Hou about 
the source of the donations. 
She could not have known 
that the donations were 
fraudulent, Lefcourt said, 
especially regarding mis-
matched handwriting.

“A big issue in this case 
is about Chinese language,” 
he said, indicating that the 
forms had to be filled out 
in English even though a 
portion of Liu’s base comes 
from Asian immigrants 
who in many cases can 
only write in their native 
tongue. It is not necessarily 
illegal for a campaign aide 
to fill out a contribution 
for someone else, but often 
draws the eye of finance 
board auditors. 

Hou was not supposed 
to be present at the second 
event put together by Pan, 
Lefcourt argued, where she 
was recorded by the FBI 
going through donation 
forms.

Jia “Jenny” Hou leaves federal court. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Former state Assemblyman John Duane is throwing his hat into a 
crowded City Council race.

Liu looms large at aide trial
Both sides wrap up arguments in mayoral campaign wire fraud case  

Duane joins Dems 
in race for Council

Continued on Page 57
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Isaac Sasson, a Lottery 
winner and retired cancer 
researcher from Flushing 
who has previously set his 
eye on public office, offi-
cially announced he is run-
ning for City Council.

Sasson made the an-
nouncement at his cam-
paign headquarters, at 
141-24 Jewel Ave. in Kew 
Gardens Hills Sunday, 
joined by fixtures in the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
including former Council-
man Morton Povman and 
former congressional can-
didate Jeff Gottlieb, as well 
as several area rabbis.

Sasson is running for 
the 24th District, which 
covers Fresh Meadows, 
Jamaica Estates, Kew 
Gardens and other neigh-
borhoods and is currently 
held by Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows). Gennaro is being 
term-limited out of office at 
the end of this year. Former 

state Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman and Briarwood 
community activist Andrea 
Veras are also vying for the 
seat along Democratic par-
ty lines. 

Many of those who 
spoke out in support of Sas-

son’s candidacy said they 
favored him because he is 
not a career politician, and 
Sasson pledged to keep his 
priorities with the people.

“I want to do what’s 
good for the community,” 
Sasson told TimesLedger 

Newspapers.
Sasson told a crowd 

gathered at his headquar-
ters that his campaign 
would be funded by his own 
fortune, he would not ac-
cept outside money and, if 
he won, he would donate all 

his salary to a charity that 
helps the local community.

He also spoke to 
TimesLedger about his 
platform, saying he want-
ed to stop the reduction 
of police officers and add 
more cops to the force. He 
also said he wanted to help 
small businesses by provid-
ing tax breaks and easing 
regulations.

“Where is the 
money going?” 
he said, railing 
against the large 
city budget. “We’ve got to 
get a handle on all this.”

Povman said he sup-
ported Sasson because he 
thinks the district needs 
a new way of looking at 
things.

“He understands peo-
ple, he understands their 
problems,” he said.

Povman said although 
he is supporting Sasson, 
he thought the field of can-
didates for District 24 was 
strong, putting voters in a 
good position.

Sasson’s current bid 
is not his first brush with 
campaigning. He previ-
ously ran for Council in 
2003 and 2009 and for state 
Senate in 2010, but he was 
defeated in each race.

An observant Jew, Sas-
son is active in the Jewish 
community and his an-
nouncement was infused 

with religious 
overtones. Before 
giving his speech, 
he hung a mezu-
zah, a parchment 

inscribed with passages 
from the Torah, by the 
front door, and several area 
rabbis endorsed Sasson for 
his Council bid.

But Povman took pains 
to emphasize that Sasson is 
a candidate for all people, 
not just the Jewish commu-
nity.

“I want everyone to 
know that we’re not consid-
ering Isaac the Jewish can-
didate, because there are 
other Jewish candidates in 
this race,” he said.

Isaac Sasson (l.) is running for City Council with the support of former Councilman Morty Povman. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Isaac Sasson launches City Council campaign
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Join us to see what YOUR community has to offer YOU!

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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OTHER VOICES

Reactivate the Rockaway Beach line
B

us service has al-
ways been an issue 
on the Rockaway 
Beach line, spe-

cifically the Q53. There is 
daily overcrowding with 
students and adults alike 
trying to get onto the bus so 
they can get to their desti-
nations on time.

As a parent, I am con-
cerned about the safety 
of the students trying to 
push and shove their way 
into the bus so they are not 
late for school. As a matter 
of fact, one of the schools 
just sent out an e-mail to 
parents and students that 

it has noticed an excessive 
number of students coming 
into school late.

This not only affects 
their academic progress, 
performance, development 
and promotion but is unac-
ceptable to the school. The 
large influx of commuters 
is at Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Liberty Avenue, where 
the main arteries meet 
among buses, cars and 
trains.

This is a dangerous 
intersection to cross, walk 
or drive in, so to have so 
many students standing 
there waiting for a bus is 

a safety concern. To avoid 
the crowds and the push-
ing and shoving, I drive 
my child to Myrtle Avenue 
every day to make sure she 
is able to get onto the bus 
without incident.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
needs to review all options 
available, including the re-
activation of the Rockaway 
Beach line, to accommo-
date rush hour traffic and 
alleviate overcrowding on 
trains and buses going to 
Rockaway.

This is not only benefi-
cial to the commuter, but it 

will benefit the MTA with 
increased ridership.

Queens needs a cross-
town subway. Please sign 
two petitions to reactivate 
the Rockaway Beach line:

• assembly.state.ny.us/
mem/Phillip-Goldfeder/
story/47452

• c h a n g e . o r g /
p e t i t i o n s / g o v e r n o r -
a n d r e w - m - c u o m o - r e -
activate-the-lirr-rockaway-
line-in-central-queens

Lily Wong
Ozone Park

VOTERS IN LIMBO
The question hanging over Queens is what happens to 

constituents when their elected officials are charged with 
felonies. State Sen. Malcolm Smith, whose district covers 
the greater Jamaica area, and City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran, who represents a swath of the north, have been ac-
cused of bribery in a corruption scandal.

Their next court date is not until July, and in the 
meantime they have been stripped of most of  their powers, 
leaving the neighborhoods they represent in limbo.

Smith, a popular public official in his community, 
was booted out as chairman of the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, a form of coalition government in Albany, 
and is now virtually a man without a party. He lost other 
leadership posts, but even closer to home he was ousted as 
co-chairman of the Senate’s bipartisan task force on Hur-
ricane Sandy to help guide where federal and state recov-
ery aid should go in the Rockaways and other parts of the 
city.

This left Queens’ beleaguered victims with one less 
voice — an influential one — to make their case at the 
table.

Smith, like Halloran and other politicians, routinely 
sponsored community events like health fairs and school 
awards programs. What is the protocol now that they have 
been indicted?

In Halloran’s case, his office was slated to host a blood 
drive and after his arrest an aide put out an angry e-mail 
saying posters advertising the event had been torn down. 
The drive was held as planned.

Halloran was kicked off his Council committees and 
barred from touching any discretionary funds for nonprof-
its in his district, even as residents voted to rank the most 
important projects in a new venture called participatory 
budgeting. He will not seek re-election.

Now Christine Quinn, the Council speaker, will have 
the ultimate say on how his funds will be spent and some 
skeptical residents are wondering if they voted in vain.

Both Smith and Halloran are entitled to their day in 
court and the presumption of innocence, but with corrup-
tion cases reaching epidemic proportions in Queens, there 
should be some mechanism in place to fill the power vac-
uum so the men and women who elected them are not left 
holding the bag while justice waits.
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CORRECTIONS
In the April 26-May 2 editions of the TimesLedger, a potential Democratic candidate for Councilman Dan 
Halloran’s seat was misidentified.  His name is Kevin Kim.  We are sorry for the error.

In the April 26-May 2 edition of the Bayside Times, a photo cutline mispelled the last name of Anna 
and Matt Dulberg. The photographer regrets the error.

MTA disrespects Queens CBs
An open letter to Metro-

politan Transportation Au-
thority President Thomas 
Prendergast:

C
ommunity Board 9 is 
outraged by the lack 
of communication 
with us regarding a 

major MTA intrusion of ar-
ticulated buses 62 feet long 
on the Q10 route from Kew 
Gardens to John F. Kenne-
dy International Airport.

This was accomplished 
with no notification to CBs 
9, 10 or 13 and was to be-
gin April 28. We were not 
informed of the removal 
of parking meters and the 

extension of the bus pad to 
accommodate these larger 
buses. If not for an inquir-
ing constituent, we would 
have known nothing of this 
major upheaval.

You did this without 
consideration of the impact 
on the business and resi-
dential communities along 
Lefferts Boulevard, which 
are affected by this change.

While we have been ad-
vocating for additional ser-
vice on the Q10, we did not 
expect this circumvention 
of the community board, 
which has worked with and 
assisted you over the years. 

We urge that this action be 
postponed until the boards 
have an opportunity to 
meet with you and discuss 
its implementation.

You may contact us at 
718-286-2686 or by e-mail at 
communitybd9@nyc.com. 
This is too important an is-
sue for our boards not to be 
thoroughly vetted and dis-
cussed by the community 
board.

Mary Ann Carey
CB 9 District Manager

Kew Gardens

More guns are not the answer

T
he idea of solving 
violence committed 
with firearms by in-
creasing the amount 

of firearms is as idiotic as 
offering a drowning man a 
glass of water to relieve his 
thirst.

The National Rifle As-
sociation’s Wayne LaPierre 
counts on the blind gun-
aholics who already believe 

what he is telling them to 
believe what he is telling 
them. He is preaching to 
the choir.

Some things do not 
equate, such as more guns 
to reduce violence or more 
water to help a drowning 
man. There was this guy 
who wanted to generate 
his own electricity in order 
to be prepared during an 

emergency power outage, 
but he did not like the smell 
or mess created by using 
fuel oil. He futilely hunted 
high and low but could not 
find any.

Some things are just 
plain stupid and make no 
sense.

John Molnar
Bayside

Obama, stop caving in to the GOP

I
t is hard to believe that 
our normally cogni-
zant President Barack 
Obama would think that 

appeasing today’s warped 
incarnation of the Republi-
can Party would have them 
reciprocate in kind.

By caving in to their 
demands that Social Securi-

ty be on the chopping block, 
he not only angers his base 
but further encourages the 
Obstructionist Party to 
continue being the party 
of no, since it eventually 
gets them what they want, 
especially if they can man-
age to severely damage our 
country during his time in 

office.
President Abraham 

Lincoln, where are you now 
when your party so needs 
you?

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Curran was a consummate coach

T
he death of basket-
ball Coach Jack Cur-
ran is a sad loss for 
Archbishop Molloy 

High School, the city and 
the country.

During his long and 
distinguished career, he 
worked tirelessly with all 
the kids he coached and 

always taught them the 
meaning of sportsmanship 
and how to be dedicated 
and strive for one’s full po-
tential on the basketball 
court.

He was a gentleman 
who always respected oth-
ers’ opinions and others 
always respected his opin-

ions. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his fam-
ily, friends, colleagues and 
Archbishop Molloy HS.

He will be missed.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Pols have no guts over gun control

I 
am disgusted with the 
cowardly behavior of 
some of our U.S. sena-
tors bowing down to the 

National Rifle Association 
and their lobbyists while 
more than 90 percent of 
Americans are in favor 
of universal background 
checks, a no-brainer. Yet 
46 of our senators voted 
against the wishes of the 
people.

That all were Repub-
licans, save for five Demo-
crats, protecting their 
master, the NRA, is no sur-
prise. That four Democrats 
joined them is outrageous. 

All were senators from red 
states and obviously bowed 
to their constituents rather 
than trying to introduce 
them to the 21st century.

They were Mark Pryor 
(D-Ark.), Heidi Heitkamp 

(D-N.D.), Mark Begich (D-
Alaska) and Max Baucus 
(D-Mont.). May they join the 
party of their constituents 
and cease being an embar-
rassment to the Democratic 
Party.

The ratio of 54 for to 45 
against would suggest the 
majority of senators wanted 
the background checks, as 
does the ratio of 91 percent 
to 9 percent of Americans.

So what could go 
wrong? Ask the NRA and 
their puppet senators.

Nick Papas
Bayside

A 54-45 vote 
in favor of 

background 
checks is in line 

with 91 percent of 
Americans.

FAIR IS FAIR
City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and Councilman Danny Dromm rally 
in support of the locked-out Fair Trade workers in Jackson Heights Friday. 

Photo courtesy William Alatriste/NYC Council
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T
he Senior Citizens 
Advisory Council 
of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-

thority is a group of volun-
teers with four members 
from each borough who at 
monthly meetings listen 
and suggest things to MTA 
officials.

At a recent meeting, 
we had as one speaker Cyn-
thia Wilson, the program 
manager of the MTA Home-
less Outreach Operations 
Support group. This unit 
has 24 members whose job 
is to try to get the homeless 
out of the subway and get 
them services and places 

to live.
You may remember 

several decades ago when 
the governor removed 
many non-violent, mentally 
ill people from the hospi-
tals around the state and 
put them into group facili-
ties under medication. The 
problem has resulted in 
mentally ill people who do 
not want to take their medi-
cation for various reasons 
and do not want to stay in 
group homes or in home-
less shelters. The law says 
they can stay homeless in 
the subway unless they are 
breaking a law. If they are 
violent, the law can incar-
cerate them and make them 
take their medication.

Wilson explained that 
her group breaks down into 
teams with police support 
when necessary. They try 
to reach out to the homeless 
they find on the subway, 
talk to them and gain their 

confidence. They target 45 
stations where the home-
less congregate. The home-
less like the E line because 
it is safe and they can get a 
few hours of sleep as they 
ride the train. Grand Cen-
tral Terminal is also a safe 
place to stay.

Sleeping on the sub-
way is not illegal, but if a 
person is sprawled across 
several seats, has bags on 
several seats or is block-
ing aisles, panhandling, 
holding doors open or cre-
ating a disturbance, they 
then can be arrested. The 
unit likes to work with the 
homeless at stations at the 
end of a line because some 
are disturbed and a moving 
train can be dangerous.

Hospitals can only 
keep the homeless and men-
tally ill if they sign them-
selves into the hospital un-
less they are violent. Some 
are drug addicts. The unit 

works with other MTA em-
ployees to identify where 
the homeless are because 
some have found places to 
stay underground.

Wilson believes city 
shelters are now better than 
they were years ago, when 
there was crime. There are 
apartments available if the 
homeless agree to go to one 
and try to solve their prob-
lems and take medication. 
Sometimes they succeed 
and sometimes the people 
drift back into the subway. 
The law is the law and the 

MTA is trying to make a 
ride on the subway more 
pleasant.

Another topic dis-
cussed at the last SCAC 
meeting was people riding 
buses and not paying their 
fares. One cannot fault a 
bus driver for not insisting 
that people pay their fares 
because the driver is sup-
posed to drive and not be a 
policeman. Some riders are 
mentally ill, some cannot 
afford the fare and some do 
not want to pay. Bus drivers 
do get attacked, a few were 

stabbed a couple of years 
ago and one young driver 
was killed over a paper 
transfer.

Some riders get an-
noyed with people in wheel-
chairs or with walkers 
and do not bother to pay 
a fare. On Access-A-Ride 
vans or cars, people have 
to pay. They should pay on 
buses. The city is now put-
ting plastic panels around 
bus drivers to protect them 
and transit police teams 
are more active to stop fare 
beaters on buses.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: It 
is important that the public 
know what is happening, 
but during events like the 
Boston Marathon too much 
detailed information could 
let criminals know too 
much about what authori-
ties know.

L
ike most American 
kids, I learned our 
national anthem at an 
early age, in school. 

Assemblies in JHS 73 in 
Maspeth and at Newtown 
High School started off 
with it, and so did baseball 
games and other events.

We all tried to sing 
along and most found it 
hard. Not just the words 
— which too many singers 
today seem not able to re-
member — but the music, 
which can really strain the 
voice, unless you are a pop 
star and can get away with 
not doing it right to begin 
with.

“The Star-Spangled 
Banner” has been our na-
tional anthem since 1931, 
thanks to a congressional 
resolution. The words were 
written during the War of 
1812, but the music goes 
back to the mid-18th centu-
ry, when it was adopted by 
an English drinking club 
and called “To Anacreon 
in Heaven,” to honor an an-
cient Greek poet of drink-
ing songs and hymns.

It was popular in our 
new nation, with differ-
ent lyrics on occasion and 
many times as bawdy as the 
original.

Perhaps at the end 
of a long bout of drinking 
the voices might be able to 
strain to the high notes, but 
for this baritone — former-
ly a boy soprano — and mil-
lions of others, it has been a 
trial. I have often wondered 
why we could not have a bet-
ter anthem, like “America,” 

for example. Better music, I 
think, and more appropri-
ate words.

But twice within the 
last decade — the second 
time last month — I have 
had second thoughts: May-
be this is the right national 
anthem, even when badly 
sung and the words are 
mangled.

The first was Sept. 15, 
2001. The New York City 
Opera had planned to open 
its fall season earlier that 
week, but then the murders 
on Sept. 11 shut everything 
down.

Then-Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani, who distin-
guished himself as a leader 
in those days, worked to 
get the city back to work. 
An opera buff, he asked the 
City Opera to open with its 
Saturday matinee of Wag-
ner’s “The Flying Dutch-
man.” I had a ticket for that 
performance.

I got out of the subway 
at Fifth Avenue and 53rd 
Street and started walking 
to Lincoln Center. If I recall 
correctly, it was a lovely 
day, but the quietness was 
disturbing. Not a ghost 
town, but a ghostly one.

It was quiet in the lob-
by of the State Theater.

When the house lights 
went up, every member of 
the cast and every person 
working that day for the 
City Opera came out on the 
stage and the orchestra be-
gan the national anthem. 

The thousands in the house 
stood and sang along with 
everyone on stage. It was a 
moment not to be forgotten.

After the opera of love 
and redemption was over, 
the ovation for these artists 
was magnificent. I think 
there were not many dry 
eyes.

Somehow, in those 
opening moments and in 
the end, music had over-
come the powers of hate 
and destruction.

A few weeks ago, after 
the murders at the Boston 

Marathon, a hockey game 
in Boston opened with the 
national anthem. Suddenly, 
the singer was joined by 
everyone in that arena, all 
singing along. There were 
probably many tears there, 
too.

So, after straining to 
hit those notes all these 
years, this writer may be 
reconciled to our national 
anthem. It certainly has the 
power, for whatever reason, 
to bind Americans together 
when it counts.

“Music has charms to 
soothe a savage breast.” I 
learned that line by Wil-
liam Congreve in elemen-
tary school, long ago.

When the going gets 
tough, that seems to apply 
even to “To Anacreon in 
Heaven.”

MTA works hard to get homeless out of subway system

‘Star-Spangled Banner’ hard to sing, but it does the job

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

The homeless like the E line because 
it is safe and they can get a few hours 
of sleep as they ride the train. Grand 

Central Terminal is also a safe place to 
stay.

“The Star-Spangled Banner” has been 
our national anthem since 1931, thanks 

to a congressional resolution. The 
words were written during the War of 
1812, but the music goes back to the 

mid-18th century.
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Carly Rose Nieves is a student of distinction in 
more ways than one. For the most part she is a 
typical sixteen year old who excels academically 
at Christ the King High School in Middle Village, 
Queens. However, Carly suffers from acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia, a disease she has been 
battling since 2003 at just seven years old. After 
years of intensive chemotherapy at Cohen’s 
Children’s Hospital, Carly’s leukemia went into 
remission. Sadly, three years later it returned 
placing her in the high risk category which meant 
an additional 3 years of chemotherapy. Thanks 
to blood and platelet donors, Carly was able 
to tolerate this harsh regime until the end of its 
course. 

Those who know Carly speak of her brave and 
positive attitude. Rather than letting her illness 
define her, Carly uses her experiences to bring 
attention to the plight of children with cancer and 
other life-threatening illnesses, as well as the need 
for blood and bone marrow donors. Currently, 
Carly is one of a few spokespersons for the New 
York Blood Center. 

In 2010, with the support and help of her friends 
and family, Carly helped organize a blood and 
bone marrow drive at her high school. The drive was 
a roaring success with 218 pints of blood donated, 
64 new bone marrow donors registered and 
$3,500 raised for the Friends of Karen charitable 
organization, which provides emotional, fi nancial 
and advocacy support to families of children who 
suffer a life-threatening illness. Since then, Carly 
has volunteered and participated in many blood 
drives and charitable events and is in the process of 
organizing a blood drive this summer. Alice Wenz, 
Facility Manager at Christ the King HS who has 
known Carly for several years and has worked with 

her on the 2010 blood drive states, “Carly may be 
soft spoken, but she speaks strong words when it 
relates to saving lives with donations of blood.”

Carly’s humanitarian and caring nature is 
refl ected through the efforts of both her and her 
family to establish “The Carly Rose Foundation” 
which will help children with life -threatening 
illnesses.  Marinella Amato, Carly’s Guidance 
Counselor, remembers the day that Carly spoke of 
her sweet sixteenth birthday. Rather than having a 
lavish birthday party, Carly organized a fundraiser 
for all the people she knows to buy brand new toys 
for donation to a worthy cause. Carly collected 
over two-hundred toys which she donated to the 
John Theissen Children’s Foundation. Because of 
the success of this fundraiser, which brought much 
joy to many ill children, Carly and her family are 
planning another Toy Drive on May 11th at Christ 
the King High School as part of Community Day. 

Carly regularly volunteers at Cohen’s Children’s 
Hospital, which has been a huge part of her life 
for almost a decade. She views this volunteer work 
as an opportunity to see her old friends. Principal 

Peter Mannarino enthuses, “Carly is an inspiration 
for all of us at Christ the King. Everything she 
does is done with care, love and enthusiasm. Her 
unselfi sh devotion to others sets the standard for us 
to emulate.” 

According to Marinella, Guidance Counselor, 
Carly is clearly compassionate about children who 
are ill. Marinella proudly says, “Carly is a positive 
role model for her classmates here at Christ the 
King High School.” 

In addition to being a compassionate and 
loving person, Carly is also an excellent student. 
Regardless of the battles she has faced and the 
selfless activities she has immersed herself in, 
Carly is a committed and hard-working member 
of her school community. Victor Noren, Carly’s 
English teacher, states that Carly can recount class 
discussions from previous day’s right down to the 
question that prompted the discussion. He jokes 
that this has led to the class creating the slogan, 
“ask Carly” whenever he is preparing to review a 
topic. English is one of Carly’s favorite subjects as 
she likes to read and write – she especially enjoys 
writing poetry. At Christ the King High School, 
Carly participates in the art club, computer club, 
chess club, and broadcasting.

Carly has many ambitions and looks forward to 
graduating alongside her class in 2015. However, 
Carly’s main dream for the future is to attend a 
college where she can major in American Sign 
Language. Her life’s aspiration is to become a 
professional ASL interpreter. Carly’s interest in ASL 
came about during the course of one of her many 
hospital stays where she met Jackson, a fi ve-year 
old cancer patient with Downs Syndrome who 
communicates by signing. As well as a desire to 
see a cure for cancer in her lifetime, Carly also 
hopes to eventually write an autobiography so she 
can tell her own story. 

Carly’s journey has had many ups and downs 
but she could not have made it this far without 
the love and support of her family, friends, 
teachers and doctors. More than anything, 
Carly is grateful to be here today.                                     

- By Laura Rahill

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

CARLY ROSE NIEVES
MAY 2013
CHRIST THE KING
HIGH SCHOOL
MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY
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©2013 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

-9
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
16

BT

BY PHIL CORSO

A new state-of-the-art 
library in Glen Oaks will 
open its doors for busi-
ness by the end of May, the 
Queens Library System 
said.

A temporary library, 
at 255-01 Union Turnpike, 
will close for good by the 
end of business Friday 
after opening more than  
three years ago, making 
way for the new building’s 
opening two weeks later, 
at 256-04 Union Turnpike, 
said Joanne King, commu-
nications director of the 
Queens Library.

“This has been a very 
anticipated opening in Glen 
Oaks,” King said. “It has 
taken a long time to fund 
and build a library, but we 
now have a very unique 
building nearly doubling 

the size of the previous 
one.”

A spokesman forMar-
ble Fairbanks, an architec-
ture, design and research 
group, said it took 15 de-
signers to draft plans for 
the new library with hopes 
of delivering new opportu-
nities for patrons to meet 

and interact. The building 
received several awards 
from the city Department 
of Design and Construction 
for design excellence.

The new building will 
replace a 50-year-old build-
ing that became known for 
overcrowding and limited 
space, King said.

The new Glen Oaks library is set to open its doors this month. 
Rendering courtesy Queens Library

New Glen Oaks library 
slated for May opening

COLD FUR STORAGE TIME

Already reduced merchandise in stock with this adSale expires 7/31/13

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% OFF
SALE

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-6  | Sat 10-5 | Evening by appt. | 4th Generation Furriers

 
at one of the 

FINEST CERTIFIED COLD STORAGE

“ON PREMISES”
To protect your garment from drying and insect damage

* REPAIRS * REMODELS * CLEANING * GLAZING
Trade-ins accepted

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER

YANNIS FURS 130 Middle Neck Road. Great Neck, 516.504.1113

Yannis Furs

STORE, CLEAN & 
GLAZE SPECIAL 

ONLY

$84.95
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

To address overcrowd-
ing in western Queens, the 
city Department of Educa-
tion opened PS 307 in Co-
rona in 2008, but it soon 
became evident more was 
needed.

“Even when we had 
the capital dollars and 
we built PS 307 across the 
street, it became over-
crowded immediately,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said at a 
meeting last week at the 
Langston Hughes Library 
in Corona. “If we don’t 
fund to have a seat for ev-
ery child, we’re just play-
ing musical chairs.”

Last Thursday, a task 
force made up of educa-
tors, parents and commu-
nity members convened 
by City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 

Elmhurst) met for the first 
time to start laying the 
seeds for a plan to tackle 
overcrowding in two west-
ern Queens school dis-
tricts.

Districts 24 and 30 
are some of the most over-
crowded in the city. They 
have been that way for 
years and will continue 
to be for the foreseeable 
future.

District 24 stretches 
across a large swath of the 
borough, covering neigh-
borhoods such as Corona 
in the north and Middle 
Village, Maspeth and 
Ridgewood in the south. 
The district currently has 
an excess of 6,899 students, 
according to the Jackson 
Heights-based community-
advocacy group  Make the 
Road New York. The DOE 
only plans to create 5,055 
new seats through con-

struction projects planned 
through 2018, leaving a 

need for about 8,700 seats 
when accounting for popu-

lation growth, according 
to Make the Road.

To its northwest, 
District 30 includes Asto-
ria, Long Island City and 
Steinway. Plans for 3,717 
new seats will still leave 
about 23 percent of the cur-
rent demand for 4,819  seats 
unmet, though Make the 
Road calculates a decrease 
in population will leave 
the district with an excess 
of more than 1,000 seats by 
2018.

But the numbers alone 
do not tell the whole story.

Genie Calibar, the 
principal of PS 19, said she 
has 500 children in trailers 
— called transportables in 
edu-speak — outside the 
school’s main building. 
She said the students have 
to move between the trail-
ers and the main building, 
rain or shine, every day.

“By now they’re re-

ally overdue, overdone,” 
she said.

Ferreras, who attend-
ed PS 19 as a child, said the 
task force would improve 
communication between 
schools and parents and 
work to get the community 
on the same page when it 
comes to overcrowding.

One problem, she 
said, was a huge amount of 
push-back at community 
board meetings when a 
new school is proposed.

“You would be 
amazed ... in these meet-
ings you hear all kinds of 
reasons why we don’t need 
a school,” she said.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott called 
the task force a “one-stop 
shopping” opportunity for 
the community and the de-
partment to come together, 
and addressed some of the 

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott talks with members of City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras’ task force on overcrowding in 
western Queens. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Task force to tackle overcrowded schools in western Qns.
Community members meet in Corona to discuss the need for more seats in Districts 24 and 30

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Continued on Page 62
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SERVED HOT AND MADE 
FRESH JUST FOR YOU!

FOUR WEEKS OF 
GREAT VALUES

69-24 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village

718.894.0485
7am - 11pm

409 E. Sunrise Hwy.
Bellmore

516.308.4535
6am - Midnight

Register on ARBYS.COM to 
receive additional free offers

Arbys.com

175-14 Horace 
Harding Expressway

Fresh Meadows

718.888.0444
OPEN 7am - 11pm

Drive Thru 
OPEN 24 Hrs.

WEEK 1: MAY 1st - MAY 8th, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Reuben Sandwich

Regular Price, get a 2nd FREE. 

Breakfast Wrap
FOR ONLY

$3
Choice of Sausage, Egg & Cheese/ 

Ham, Egg & Cheese/ 
Bacon, Egg & Cheese

WEEK 2: MAY 9th - MAY 16th, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Roast Turkey & Swiss 

Sandwich or Wrap 
or Wrap at Regular Price, 

get a 2nd FREE.

Chicken Choice
2 FOR

$5

WEEK 3: MAY 17th - MAY 24th, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Market Fresh 

Sandwich or Wrap
or Wrap at Regular Price, 

get a 2nd FREE.

2 Beef’n Cheddar 
or 2 Turkey’n 

Cheddar
FOR ONLY 

$5

WEEK 4: MAY 25th - JUNE 1st, 2013

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

FREE
Chicken 

Sandwich
at Regular Price, 
get a 2nd FREE.

2 French Dip 
& Swiss 

Sandwiches
FOR ONLY 

$5
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The annual Five Boro 
Bike Tour will return to 
western Queens this week-
end with a few restrictions 
put in place in the wake 
of the Boston Marathon 
bombings.

Participants in this 
year’s ride are banned 
from carrying backpacks, 
hydration packs or bicycle 
saddle bags. Water bottles, 
fanny packs and small 
bags up to 420 cubic inches 
will be allowed when the 
tour comes to Long Island 
and Astoria Sunday.

“Our hearts go out to 
everyone in Boston deal-
ing with this tragedy,” 
Bike New York President 
Ken Podziba wrote on 
the event’s website. “At 
this time of sadness and 
uncertainty, we want to 

assure riders, volunteers 
and spectators of the up-
coming TD Five Boro 
Tour that we are working 
closely with our partners 
in NYC government to en-

sure the tour will be a safe 
and enjoyable experience 
for everyone.”

After heading up 
Manhattan and tapping 
their toes in the Bronx, 
riders will head down the 
east side before crossing 
the Queensboro Bridge 
into Long Island City. 
From there they will ride 
up 21st Street to Astoria 
Park before circling back 
and heading down Vernon 
Boulevard into Brooklyn 
via the Pulaski Bridge. 

Joani Emerson, co-
owner of the Peak Bicycle 
Pro Shop in Douglaston, 
said she looks forward to 
the tour every year as the 
kick-off to the cycling sea-
son in the city. She said she 
did not think the events 
in Boston will stop riders 
from enjoying themselves 
this weekend.

Cyclists ride through Long 
Island City during last year’s 
Five Boro Bike Tour.

5 Boro Bike Tour rides  
through LIC, Astoria

HH

H

HHHH

Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

HHH
H

       Our                    Low Prices &  

our Upcoming Open Houses dates:

Sunday, may 5, 2013 11am to 4pm
saturday, may 18, 2013 11am to 4pm
Sunday may 19, 2013 11am to 4pm
Open Hiring Dates: 
Sunday, may 5 & saturday, may 18 from 12pm-3pm

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center

Sign up to be a Walker, Team Captain, or Sponsor!  
Go to http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  
or call 718-281-8890 for more information.

Walk for St. Mary’s Kids and support vital programs and 
services for children with special needs and medically 
complex conditions.  Do it for the Kids!

Sunday, May 19, 2013 
Belmont Park, Elmont, NY
Registration: 9am ü Walk: 10am

9th ANNUAL WALK FOR ST. MARY’S KIDS

PRESENTED BY

S T.  M A R Y ’ S  H E A LT H C A R E  S Y S T E M  F O R  C H I L D R E N

http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier

Tiff any
Coach

Dior

$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

Not valid with any other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013. B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of Lenses
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A number of brawny 

men and women turned 
out at Cheap Shots Sports 
Bar in Kew Gardens Hills 
to compete in the city’s pre-
miere arm wrestling cham-
pionships Saturday, many 
of them seeking the thrill 
of besting an opponent us-
ing nothing but sheer will 
— and upper body strength, 
of course.

“It’s one man against 
one man,” said competitor 
Anthony Loria from Long 
Island who trains in the bor-
ough. “It’s a healthy hobby: 
no steroids required.”

The Big Apple Grap-
ple International Arm 
Wrestling Championship 
brought together pros and 
beginners alike to the bar, 
at 149-05 Union Turnpike, 
where the mood during the 
several-hour event was spir-
ited, with beer-swilling on-

lookers cheering on sweat-
drenched competitors.

Some of the matches 
were over almost as quickly 
as they began, with the win-
ners seemingly effortlessly 
forcing their opponents’ 
knuckles to the wooden 
table top. Others stretched 
on, neither arm budging 
while muscles trembled 
and veins bulged.

In the later of these 
scenarios, the emcee would 
shout, “Unbelievable!”

Lasha Krikheli, of Rego 
Park, was a right-handed 
amateur competitor in the 
176-pound  weight class. He 
said the championship was 
his first time competing af-
ter years of arm wrestling 
with friends for fun.

“It’s always been a 
hobby,” he said. “It’s a good 
way to release stress.”

He added that he loved 
the sportsmanship of the 
game and that a match 

could be settled quickly, 
unlike in other sports.

He said he learned 
about the competition only 
two weeks ago and decided 

to sign up.
“I figured why not give 

it a shot,” he said. “I think 
it’s pretty exciting.”

He ended up taking the 

third-place prize in his cat-
egory.

Several other people 
from the borough also took 
home prizes in a champion-
ship that drew competitors 
from as far away as Ukraine 
and Hungary.

Patrick Baffa, of Whit-
estone, and Jason Vale, of 
Queens Village, took home 
second place prizes in right-
handed pro divisions.

The top three prize-
winners in the 199-pound , 
left-hand pro division were 
also all from Queens. Mike 
Selearis, of Elmhurst, took 
first place; James Sisman-
glou, of Astoria, took sec-
ond; and Chris Tsintavis, of 
Bayside, took third.

Selearis also won the 
Left Hand Overall MVP 
Award for the best left-
handed competitor across 
all divisions.

In a particularly heat-
ed moment, he also decided 

to take on the NYC King 
of Arms Right Hand MVP 
winner, Mike Ayello, of 
Deer Park, L.I.

“We’ve got a tense 
match here,” the emcee 
said, as Selearis and Ayel-
lo were having difficulty 
wrenching their hands into 
position and Selearis con-
tinued to move his elbow 
off the table.

Eventually, Selearis 
forced Ayello’s hands onto 
the table, then pumped his 
fist in supposed victory.

“Yeah!” he yelled.
But the refs ultimately 

determined that his elbow 
was off the table and Ayello 
kept the right-handed over-
all title.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Arm wrestlers vie for the prize at Big Apple Grapple
International championship brings together pros and amateurs at Flushing’s Cheap Shot Sports Bar

with strawberries dipped in 
gourmet chocolate arranged 
in a ceramic keepsake pitcher

ON SALE!
Order early for Mother’s Day.

GIVE MOM 
YOUR BEST

Offer valid at participating locations shown below. Valid on arrangements 
and dipped fruit boxes only. Offer expires XX/XX/XX. Offer code must be 
used when placing order. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. 
Containers may vary. Delivery not available in all areas. Cannot be com-
bined with any other offer, promotion, coupon or coupon code. Excludes 
tax and delivery. Not valid on previously purchased items. Acceptance 
and use of coupon is subject to all applicable laws. Void where prohibited. 
See store for details. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other 
marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible 
Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

EdibleArrangements.com

Rego Park’s Lasha Krikheli (c.) appears determined to beat his op-
ponent. See more photos on Page 54. Photo by Christina Santucci



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 3-9, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
23

BT

LATE PAGE FOR EDITORIAL

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

BEAUTIFUL CEDAR 
PVC FENCE SALE!

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP

salutes the work of 
V ISIONS

Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired on the occasion of their 

29th Annual Luncheon and Awards Ceremony
Congratulations to the 2013 Honorees and Award Winners

Ralph D’Onofrio, Michael Genovese, Father Walter E. Jenkins, C.S.C.
Kioomars Moosazadeh, M.D., Rosaera Pagan, Michael A. Serao

Chantel Weinhold, Holy Cross High School Volunteers, Roslyn Nieves
White Castle Management Company

For information call Ruth Schlossman at Visions 212-625-1616 ext. 114
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The Queens Chamber 

of Commerce will host its 
Business Expo & Breakfast 
Wednesday, May 8, at 8:30 
a.m.

The expo offers busi-
ness owners and entre-
preneurs the chance to be 
introduced to and network 
with hundreds of business 
professionals and gain 
valuable information and 
advice from their peers.

The breakfast is $25 
per person.

Attendees will have 
the opportunity to hear Rob 
Maruster, chief operating 
officer of JetBlue, and Pat-
rick Foye discuss and ex-
plain the economic impact 
of the aviation industry on 
Queens at the breakfast.

At the trade show, 
which is free, more than 
100 exhibit tables will be 
present. Business owners 
will showcase their prod-
ucts to the public.

The trade show runs 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
TimesLedger Newspa-

pers, a sponsor of the expo, 
will also have a table at the 
show.

The Business Expo 
& Breakfast is at Resorts 
World Casino, at 110-00 
Rockaway Blvd. in South 
Ozone Park.

To reserve a table, call 
718-898-8500, Ext. 23.

Visions/Services for 
the Blind and Visually Im-
paired, will host its 29th 
annual luncheon Wednes-
day, May 8, with the Queens 
borough president as the 
key speaker.

At the celebration of its 
86th year of service, Visions 
will honor TimesLedger 
Vice President of Adver-
tising Ralph D’Onofrio, 
Michael Genovese, the 
Rev. Walter E. Jenkins, 
Dr. Kioomars Moosazadeh, 

Rosaera Pagan, Michael 
A. Serao, Chantel Wein-
hold and Holy Cross High 
School Volunteers for work 
they have done in Queens 
on behalf of the blind and 
visually impaired.

Visions is a rehabili-
tation and social service 
agency for the blind and vi-
sually impaired. It will be 
celebrating its 86th year of 
service this year.

The organization as-
sists people of all ages to 

lead independent lives in 
their homes and commu-
nities and even offers em-
ployment training and job 
development at no cost.

The nonprofit compa-
ny spends 87 percent of all 
funds raised on programs. 
Visions also has a mission 
to educate the public to un-
derstand the capabilities 
and needs of people who are 
blind or visually impaired.

Funds raised will ben-

Hallelujah
FOOT & SPA

  SPA

FOR MOM

42-34 235th Street Douglaston, NY 11363 
(Near Douglaston LIRR Station)

(718) 279-7577/9577 | hallelujahspa@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE:
$29

$39

20% OFF All Services
on Mother’s Day 

Weekend
5/10, 5/11 & 5/12

20% OFF Gift CertificatesThe last purchase dateis on Mother’s Day
5/12/13

Queens Chamber offers chance to network

Visions to host 29th annual luncheon
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayoral hopeful John 
Catsimatidis, a grocery 
store tycoon, opened a cam-
paign office in Whitestone 
Sunday with a large barbe-
cue that drew in Republican 
Party regulars and other 
supporters from across the 
borough.

“I believe the outerbor-
oughs make a difference in 
New York,” Catsimatidis 
told the crowd.

He said it is important 
for the mayor to have rep-
resentatives in every bor-
ough to get a pulse for the 
local communities. He con-
tended that Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg does not know 
what is going on in the out-
erboroughs.

“That’s wrong,” he 
said.

Catsimatidis is one of 
just a few Republicans who 
have entered a mayoral race 
largely dominated by Dem-
ocratic candidates. Former 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority chief Joseph 
Lhota and Doe Fund found-
er George T. McDonald are 
the other two Republican 
candidates in the race.

The mood was festive 
and reminiscent of a block 
party at the Queens office 
opening, at 24-55 Francis 
Lewis Blvd., with tables 
and a tent set up on the 
street and many supporters 
lining up for hamburgers 
and hot dogs cooked on a 
grill. Musician Joe Fuoco 
also played for the crowd.

Mayoral hopeful John Catsimatidis (second from l.) speaks about 
the importance of having a presence in the outerboroughs as his 
wife Margo (l.-r.), former Sen. Serphin Maltese and Queens GOP 
Party Chairman Phil Ragusa look on. Photo by Karen Frantz

Catsimatidis holds BBQ 
for boro offi ce opening

GGreat Savings

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.  SOME PICTURES ARE FOR
DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. (NOT ALL SALE ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.) GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.

DESPUES DE PAGAR SU COMPRA NO PUEDE RECLAMAR ESPECIALES CON CUPON O COMPRA.
AFTER MAKING YOUR PURCHASE  YOU CANNOT CLAIM THE SALE PRICES OR COUPON PRICES.

Pork Chops
or Roast

$199Center Cut

Tropical
Yuca

59¢

Save On!

Beef Cube 
Steak

$399
Lb.

USDA Choice

Chicken
Cutlets

$199
Lb. Lb. 

FreshPork Spare
Ribs

$199
Lb. 

Save On!

Beef Rib
Steak

$799
Lb.

USDA Choice

MMeat Department

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Deli Fresh

Dairy & Frozen Savings

Grocery Savings

California
Broccoli

$149

Fresh

BunchLb.

Slicing
Tomatoes

99¢

Save On!

Florida
Oranges

$299

4 Lb. Bag

Globe Yellow
Onions

89¢

2 Lb. Bag

Eastern
Potatoes

$199

5 Lb. Bag

Giolden Ripe
Bananas

49¢

Green Cooking or

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Gala
Apples

$129

Imported

Tropicana
Orange Juice

$299

59 Fl. Oz. Cont. 
Medium
Eggs

4/$5
Dozen

LB.

320 Fl. Oz. Cont.

Super A
Corn Oil

$1699
With add’l $25.00 
purchase or more. 

Limit 1 Deal.

10 Oz. Brik. Pk.

Café Bustelo
Coffee

2/$6
24 Pk. 16.9 Oz. Btl. + Dep

Nestlé Pure 
Life Water

$399

Select Var. 75 Oz. Cont.

Tide 2X
Liquid Detergent

$999

ATM AVAILABLE

WE ACCEPT:
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Weekly Specials 
Friday-Thursday 

Store 
Hours:

Monday-Saturday
7am-9pm

Sunday: 8am-8pm

With $40.00
Purchase or more

FREE DELIVERY

Phone: (718) 321-1684
Fax: (718) 321-1734

By Compare Foods

122-17 20tH Ave. 
College Point, N.Y. 11356

www.theeasymarket.com
Compre por internet@

SHOP
ONLINE!

ONLINE PRICES AND 
SALES MAY VARY

SALE
DATES

FRI.
MAY 
03

SAT.
MAY 
04

SUN.
MAY 
05

MON.
MAY 
06

TUES.
MAY 
07

WED.
MAY 
08

THURS.
MAY 
09

Deli
Mortadella

$549
Save On!

Lb.

American 
Cheese 

$399
Deli 

Lb.

Honey
Turkey

$599
Boar’s Head 

Lb.

Swiss
Cheese

$499
Deli 

Lb.

64 Fl. oz. Cont.

Apple & Eve
Apple Juice

2/$4
4.3-7.2 oz. Box

5/$5
Rice-A-Roni
Rice Mix

Scott Extra Soft

Bath Tissue

$1399

20 Roll Pack

Jack Frost
Sugar

2/$5
4 Lb. Bag

Red Cross
Salt

59¢

26 oz. Cont.

128 oz. Cont.

Mazola
Corn Oil

$999

Select Var. 128 oz. Cont.

$199
Hawaiian
Fruit Punch

Rico Medium
Grain Rice

$299

5 Lb. Bag

14.5-15.25 oz. Can

6/$4
Super A
Vegetables

38 oz. Cont.

2/$5
Heinz
Ketchup

12 oz. Can

Spam
Luncheon Meat

$299

30 oz. Can

99¢
Super A
Tomato Paste

8.9 oz. Box

General Mills
Cheerios

2/$5
Select Vra. 8 oz. Cont.

Gulden’s
Mustard

99¢

32 oz. Box

$289
Aunt Jemima
Pancake Mix

24 Fl. oz. Cont.

Aunt Jemima
Original Syrup

$379

14.5-15 oz. Can

Libby’s
Green Beans

3/$2 CUT OR FRENCH,
CORN OR SWEET PEAS

Oil-Water 5 oz. Can

Starkist
Chunk Light Tuna

89¢

Dannon
Yogurt

2/$1
Select Var. 6 oz. Cup

Super A
Corn

$299

12 Ears. Pkg.

4/$5
4.2-6.15 oz. Box
Celeste
Pizza

3/$4
14 oz. Pkg.
Compare
Gandules

St. Kevin School

Come for a visit… You’ll Never Want to Leave!  
Call to arrange for your private tour 

DR. THOMAS R. PIRO, PRINCIPAL  BISHOP RAYMOND CHAPPETTO, PASTOR

  Nursery - 3 or 5 Half-day Sessions
  Mommy and Me Program for toddlers
  Affordable Family Tuition Rates/Tuition 
Assistance and Scholarships Available
  High Academic Achievement in all 
grades as evidenced by Excellent 
Standardized Test Scores
  Strong Home/School Association
  Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program  
for 4 year olds
  Integrated Literacy, Math  
& Technology Programs
  Follett Destiny Automated Research 
Library System 
  Renzulli Learning Program – a web-
based learning tool for enrichment
  Artsonia On-Line Art Gallery for 
Student Art Work
  Aquinas and Jr. Aquinas Program for 
Project-Based Learning
  Special Enrichment Programs in Music, 
Spanish, Physical Education, Art, Library

  Wi-Fi Equipped Classrooms
  Smartboard and I-Pad Technology 
integrated into Classroom Instruction
  Advanced Science Program in conjunction 
with Holy Cross High School
  Science Lab Program
  Band and Choir
  Partnership with St. Joseph College 
  Partnership with St. Francis Prep 
Orchestra and Strings Program
  CYO Sports Program 
  Scouting Program
  Early Morning Drop-Off Program 
beginning at 7:00 am
  After School Program Available until 
6:00 pm
  Full-Time On-Site Nurse 
  Title I Services 
  Bus Service for eligible students

A Strong Academic Faith-Based Curriculum exceeding 
the NYS Common Core Learning Standards

YOUR CHILD 
DESERVES TO 

BE HERE!

OPEN 
HOUSE
May 13, 2013 – 
May 17, 2013

Tour Times 10am – 1pm



TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 3-9, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

BT

WORLD-RENOWNED PSYCHIC and  
NY TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR

Friday, May 31 &  
Saturday, June 1 

8pm
Participants are  

selected at random for  

a personalized reading.  

Ticket holders are not  

guaranteed a reading.

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
���������	
������������������

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take  or Q37.  

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains.

Scan for  
entertainment

Tickets available via   
at rwnewyork.com or at  
the 1st������������	
���

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

BY TATIANA CASTELLANOS

As construction re-
bounds in Queens, one 
architect is being acknowl-
edged for his designs. 

Tim Hao, who lives in 
Bayside, has been in the 
architecture business for 
nearly 30 years and has won 
two awards for buildings he 
created in the borough that 
use elements on both the 
exterior and interior to en-
hance their appearances.

Hao won the Best Re-
habilitation of a Single Res-
idence Building award for a 
project in Jamaica and the 
Best Rehabilitation of an 
Interior Space award for a 
medical office in Flushing.

The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce gives out 
these awards because it 
strongly believes construc-
tion and real estate are 
important in Queens. And 
although the economy be-

gan to go downhill in 2008, 
companies much like Hao’s 
HCD Architect, continue 
to build spaces that work 
toward the betterment and 
beautifying of the borough.

After studying archi-
tecture, interior design 
and other related subjects, 
Hao emigrated from Chi-
na, where he was born, to 
the United States, where 
he founded his own com-
pany in 2004.  It is in Forest 
Hills.

For his most recent cre-

ations,  Hao was recognized 
for his Wang residence in 
Jamaica Estates and the 
medical office of Dr. Hank 
Chien in Flushing.

“I’ve been trying to 
provide designs that create 
uplifting spaces for people’s 
daily lives,” Hao said in an 
interview.

He designed his win-
ning detached family home 
by connecting the three-
story shared space to  the 
various indoor sectors. He 

Bayside man honored for 
designing boro buildings

Borough President Helen Marshall greets Tim Hao at 
the Annual Building Awards and Reception Ceremony. 

Photo courtesy Queens Chamber of Commerce

Continued on Page 55
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Yinghao Luo

Photos by Steven Malecki
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Come in today  
and get your  
FREE* gift!

* Free without obligation  
while supplies last.

Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York (HIPIC) and EmblemHealth 
Services Company, LLC, are EmblemHealth companies. Coverage subject to an application and meeting program eligibility criteria. For 
more information about Medicaid Managed Care and Family Health Plus programs, call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. 
For more information about Child Health Plus, Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765. Some 
children who had employer-based health insurance within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll 
in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage.

NOW I CAN.

I couldn’t get 
health insurance.

MEDICAID MANAGED CARE 

OFFERED BY EMBLEMHEALTH.

ENROLLMENT CENTERS  

NEAR YOU:

Flushing North Medical Offices

140-15 Sanford Ave 
1st Floor, Area G
Flushing, NY 11355
Languages Spoken: 
English/Chinese/Korean/Spanish

Elmhurst Medical Offices

86-15 Queens Boulevard
Elmhurst, NY 11373
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

Astoria Medical Offices

31-75 23rd Street 
2nd Floor 
Astoria, NY 11106
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

FULL RANGE of primary care doctors and specialists, including dentists

ONE OF THE LARGEST networks in our New York  
service area — means greater access to care

EASY TO APPLY by calling or visiting an enrollment center

You may qualify for New York State-sponsored FREE 

OR LOW-COST health care coverage.

Es posible que usted califique para la cobertura de atención médica  
de bajo costo o gratuita patrocinada por el estado de Nueva York.

SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE. 
CALL 1-888-432-8032 (TTY/TDD: 711) 

OR VISIT flushingnews.nowicanhealth.com

EmblemHealth received the HIGHEST OVERALL  

SCORE of all Medicaid plans in the New York State 

Department of Health’s 2012 Quality Incentive Program.
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BT SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Diffi culty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11
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For the millions of people 
who rely on prescription medi-
cations every day, the day when 
a drug faces generic competi-
tion is one many circle on their 
calendars. That’s because ge-
neric prescriptions are often 
signifi cantly less expensive 
than brand-name medications, 
and consumers are able to save 
substantial amounts of money 
once a brand-name drug faces 
generic competition.

But many people currently 
taking a brand name prescrip-
tion might be quick to point out 
that while generic medications 
cost less, brand-name prescrip-
tions often rise in price in the 
months before they face generic 
competition. Such was the fi nd-
ings of a 2011 study from the 
AARP Public Policy Institute 
that examined the 217 brand-
name drugs most commonly 
used by people in Medicare. 
Prices of drugs facing generic 
competition in 2010 rose by an 
average of nearly 14 percent 
in 2009, an increase that was 
nearly twice the amount of all 
other drugs. So while drugs 
might be more affordable once 
they can be purchased generi-
cally, consumers can expect 
brand-name drug manufac-
turers to drastically increase 
their prices in the months prior 

to facing generic competition, 
as the manufacturers are, in 
a way, looking for one last big 
revenue score before their pat-
ents expire.

That’s a troublesome real-
ity for anyone taking a brand-
name prescription, but espe-
cially so for older people living 
on fi xed incomes. Though drug 
manufacturers aren’t likely to 
change their practices, there 
are still ways seniors can re-
duce prescription medication 
costs.

• Ask for generics. If there 
are generic alternatives to 
brand-name medications avail-
able, always ask a physician 
for those medications instead 
of their more expensive brand-
name counterparts. Don’t just 
assume a physician will pre-
scribe generics. Sometimes 
doctors prescribe brand-name 
medications despite the avail-
ability of cheaper and equally 
effective generic medications.

• “Test drive” a drug fi rst. 
Just because a doctor prescribes 
a drug doesn’t mean the patient 
will respond to that drug. Many 
people fi nd they are too sensi-
tive to a given medication and 
stop taking it after just a few 
days. Unfortunately, they paid 

How to 

REDUCE 
prescription 
medication costs

Continued on Page 38
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There is no place like 
home! Although most peo-
ple would prefer to stay at 
home than to go into a se-
nior facility or a nursing 
home, there are many fac-
tors that need to be consid-
ered before making this 
decision. Most people feel 
that being home is the most 
comfortable option, but con-
sider the following:

• What about the stair-
case? Most houses and 
apartments are not de-
signed with handicaps in 
mind. But what if your 
loved one needs home care 
because of crippling arthri-
tis and can’t leave the house 
without going up and down 
the stairs. Or what if your 
mom’s walker cannot get 
through the bedroom door? 
Or she cannot get into or 
out of the bathtub? 

Unless your family is 
willing to invest in modi-
fying the space or adding 
an elevator, the physical 
layout of the home or func-
tional ability of your loved 
one may not make home the 
best or safest choice.

• Are there social ac-

tivities? Staying at home 
is great if you are content 
with watching TV, listen-
ing to the radio, or surfi ng 
the internet. But home care 
can be very isolating. One 
major cause of depression 
in seniors is social isola-
tion. So before you decide to 
use home care, make sure 
your mom can easily get to 
a community center or can 
go on frequent outings.

• Who is planning the 
doctor’s visits? Home care 
means a lot of family in-
volvement. Your loved one 
has one-to-one care with 
an aide, but someone has to 
plan all the major activities. 
The family is still responsi-
ble for scheduling doctor’s 
appointment and setting up 
transportation. You must 
also make sure that there is 
enough food in the refriger-
ator, the laundry is getting 
done, and the household is 
running smoothly.  Unless 
you are a take-charge indi-
vidual, many family mem-
bers fi nd this is too much 
responsibility to handle.

• Who’s watching the 
home attendant? If you are 

going through an agency, 
the agency is responsible 
for overseeing care, but it 
cannot be there everyday. 
And sometimes your loved 
one might not be able to re-
port all events accurately. 
Your mom might be afraid 
that she will alienate her 
aide if she complaints, or 
she might not understand 

the aide’s responsibility.
Of course, the reverse 

might be true as well. My 96 
year-old mother-in-law Lil-
lian is a wonderful woman, 
but like many older people, 
she is getting forgetful. She 
has had the same sterling 
aide, Barbara, for more 
than four years. Barbara is 
as honest as the day is long. 

But whenever Lillian can-
not fi nd something in her 
apartment, she assumes 
Barbara has taken it. Bar-
bara has been accused of 
taking everything from the 
keys, to paper clips, to the 
spoiled carrots in the re-
frigerator. She is sure that 
Barbara has a set of keys 
and slips into the apart-

ment at night and steals 
these items.

• Can you afford the 
care? A major consideration 
when deciding on home 
care is whether you can get 
or afford the care. If you 
are eligible for Medicaid or 
Medicare home care, you 
will only get the number 
of hours the government 
deems necessary. At times, 
you gain more hours by ap-
pealing the decision, but es-
sentially, the government 
will determine the required 
hours. If you pay for home 
care privately you do not 
have to deal with the gov-
ernment, but your fi nancial 
situation might limit care. 

Joanna Leefer is the 
founder of ElderCareGiv-
ing, an agency that advises 
families on how to get the 
best care for their frail loved 
ones. She has 10 years expe-
rience working with aging 
issues. For more informa-
tion on her services, visit 
www.joannaleefer.com. Her 
book, “Almost Like Home: A 
Family Guide to Navigating 
the Nursing Home Maze” is 
available this month.

Four reasons not to consider home care

Falls cause many inju-
ries inside a home. Seniors 
are especially susceptible 
to harmful falls in the bath-
room, where slippery tiles 
can prove too diffi cult for 
older men and women to 
navigate.

A 2011 study from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention found 
that nearly 234,000 Ameri-
cans ages 15 and older were 
treated in an emergency 
department for nonfatal 
bathroom-related inju-
ries in 2008. That adds up 
to roughly 640 people per 
day. More than 80 percent 
of bathroom-related inju-
ries were caused by slips 
and falls, mostly while get-
ting in and out of the tub 
or shower, and about 30 

percent of those injuries 
included cuts, scrapes, and 
bruises.

Bathrooms can be more 
dangerous than other rooms 
of the house for a variety 
of reasons. The bathroom 
is generally comprised of 
hard surfaces that can be-
come slippery when wet or 
exposed to high humidity. 
A bathroom may become 
hotter than other rooms 
because of the steam that 
accompanies a hot shower. 
Heat may dilate peripheral 
veins and lower blood pres-
sure in some people. This 
may lead to dizziness that 
can result in falls. Further-
more, people tend to rush 
in the bathroom as they get 
ready for work or school. 
Rushing around can lead 

to slips and injuries on wet 
surfaces.

Installing safety fea-
tures in the bathroom is a 
key way to reduce the risk of 
accidents. Many manufac-
turers have even designed 
these features so they blend 
with bathroom decor.

When renovating bath-
rooms for safety, consider 
the following options.

• Anti-scald features: 
Burns can be serious busi-
ness. Few people have been 
spared the momentary 
burst of hot water that oc-
curs in the shower or at the 
faucet when another house-
hold member fl ushes a toi-
let or uses a large amount 
of cold water elsewhere in 
the house. Anti-scald show-
erheads and faucets prevent 

sudden bursts of hot water. 
Use in conjunction with 
turning down the tempera-
ture of the hot water heater 
to eliminate burns.

• Nonslip mats: Bath-
room injuries often occur 
when people are getting in 
and out of the shower. Hav-
ing a non-slip mat on the in-
side of the shower or tub as 
well as one with a grippable 
surface and plush top layer 
on which to step after exit-
ing the shower can reduce 
falls. Don’t step out of the 
shower onto a fl imsy towel 
that can slip out from un-
derneath your feet. 

• Bath bench: The elderly 
or those prone to lighthead-
edness in the shower may 
want to invest in a bench or 
seat to put into the shower. 

This enables sitting while 
washing.

• Safety bars: It can be 
tempting to grab onto towel 
racks or faucets to get in 
and out of the shower, but 
these items cannot provide 
the necessary leverage to 
safely move in and out of the 
shower or bathtub. Safety 
bars with a brushed sur-
face for traction are more 
secure. Grab bars need to 
be securely attached to a 
wood stud in the wall and 
not into drywall or the tub 
enclosure. 

• Raised toilet seat: A 
raised toilet seat reduces 
the amount of squatting 
and the distance that has 
to be covered to sit on the 
commode. Grab bars on the 
raised seat itself will pro-

vide added safety.
• Telephone: The bath-

room may seem an odd 
place to install a telephone, 
but having one nearby in 
the event of injury can en-
sure help gets to the injured 
party much more quickly.

• Regular cleaning: Rou-
tinely ridding showers and 
tubs of soap scum and mil-
dew can reduce the slip-
pery coating that forms as 
a result of these substances. 
Also, be sure to keep clutter 
in the bathroom to a mini-
mum to stop trips and falls 
over errant items in the 
area.

Bathrooms can present 
many dangers, but certain 
safety tools and renovations 
can help reduce the risk of 
injury.  

Safety measures can help reduce bathroom injuries
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ADVERTISEMENT

FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 

THE 2013 

ESTATE TAX LAW 

CHANGES
Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 

Mistakes That Could Cost Your 
Family Everything!

Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 
and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
HOWARD BEACH

Tuesday, May 7th, 2013
10:00 A.M. 

Vetro Restaurant
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

GLENDALE
Tuesday, May 7th, 2013

3:00 P.M.
Atlas Park Community Room

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312
(Near Simply Fondue)

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday, May 8th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Douglaston Club
600 West Drive

COLLEGE POINT
Wednesday May 8th, 2013

6:30 P.M.  
Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Boulevard

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, May 11th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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Over 65?

If you are 65 or older and have Medicare, Healthfirst has 
several low- and no-cost health insurance options for you.

Healthfirst has a variety of HMO plans available to people 
with Medicare who also qualify for extra help from 
a low-income subsidy program. With most Healthfirst  
Medicare HMO plans, you can enjoy enhanced vision, dental 
and hearing care—all with no copays—plus extras like free 
round-trip car service to and from your Healthfirst providers.

Even if you only have Medicare, with Healthfirst’s 65 Plus Plan 
(HMO) you could have benefits like a $0 monthly premium, 

generic prescription drug coverage (Part D), and a number of 
extra benefits (like the ones previously mentioned) with no 
or low copays not covered by original Medicare.

Need Long Term Care at Home?

If you now need ongoing medical care and your daily 
health needs have become harder to handle alone—but 
you’re not ready to go to a nursing home—wouldn’t you 
want medical and support services that allowed you to 
maintain your independence and stay at home?  

Brooklyn, NY 
 circa 1942

It’s a fact that everyone ages. And the older we get, the more medical care and help we may need. 
However, finding a company who not only provides reliable care, but also shows respect 

and compassion for its members, is often harder than it should be. That’s why you should know 
about Healthfirst, a company with nearly 20 years of experience caring for New Yorkers.  

A respected partner for providing quality care, Healthfirst offers more than just health insurance.  
With wellness programs, community events and classes, Healthfirst provides members  

with a range of health-related support options for every stage of life.

Your Health Plan
Should Change
 With You
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Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid program. 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan’s service area includes the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, and Nassau County. 
Plans may vary by county. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network,  
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
premium. Medicare Part B premium is covered for dual-eligible members with full Medicaid coverage. Premiums, copays,  
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of extra help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  
You may be able to get extra help to pay for your prescription drug premiums and costs. To see if you qualify for extra help, call: 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048, 24 hours a day/7 days a week; The Social Security  
Office at 1-800-772-1213 Monday through Friday between 7am and 7pm. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778; or Your State  
Medicaid Office.

H3359_MKT13_78 Accepted 02092013

Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options allow you to 
stay at home knowing that you’ll get the care you need when 
you need it. 

With Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options, 
you receive at-home medical care and support, with plans 
such as CompleteCare (HMO SNP) and programs offered 
by Senior Health Partners (a Healthfirst company).  
The key benefit of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care 
is coordinated care. What this means is Healthfirst  
provides you with a Care Management Team that consists 
of a registered nurse, a social worker and a support  
coordinator, who work together to organize and oversee 
every part of your care. By streamlining and managing  
your care, Healthfirst makes getting the care you need 
simple to get and easy to understand. Some of the benefits 
of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options are:

  Professional and reliable nurses and home attendants 
that deliver the care and support you expect

  Special services including assistance with personal  
hygiene, bathing, feeding, adult day health care,  
home delivered meals, and a personal emergency 
response system

  Easy application process with Enrollment Specialists 
ready to walk you through every step 

 Care management plans that fit your specific needs

At Healthfirst, we’re more than just a health insurance company. 
We’re a team of people who deeply care about our members, 
because life events are something we all have in common. 
And since nothing in life is more certain than change, we work 
hard to bring you quality health care options and wellness 
support that changes throughout your life when you do.

Questions? We’re Here to Help. 
To learn if a Healthfirst plan is right 
for you, call 1-855-855-4365 
(or TTY:1-888-542-3821 for the 
speech or hearing impaired), 
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm. 
Or visit HFlongtermcare.org.
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid, most insurers and private pay.

Dad survived  
his stroke.

His independence 
didn’t.

Now what? 
No matter what kind of home care your loved one needs, the  
Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) has you covered.  
We have skilled staff trained in managing specific conditions such  
as heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. We also  
offer private home care services such as companionship, meal 
preparation and personal grooming. This helps ensure continuity of  
care when you want or need care beyond what insurance covers. 
Whatever your loved one needs, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW  www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Many older men and 
women fi nd the transition 
to a nursing home some-
what diffi cult. Seniors tend 
to see a move to a nursing 
home as a step toward sur-
rendering their indepen-
dence, and this can be a 
diffi cult hurdle for seniors 
and their loved ones to over-
come.

Adding to the diffi culty 
is the fact that many move 
into nursing homes because 
their physical or mental sta-
tus requires the help of a 
professional nursing staff, 
leaving family members 
with little to no recourse 
when aging relatives pro-
test the move. But there are 
ways to ease a loved one’s 
transition into a nursing 
home.

• Keep a positive attitude. 
The stress of moving an ag-
ing relative into a nursing 
home can be signifi cant for 
all parties involved. But 
focusing on the positives 
of nursing homes, such as 
around-the-clock care and 
daily activities, can help 
aging relatives look at nurs-
ing homes in a new light. 
In addition, family mem-
bers who familiarize them-
selves with nursing homes 
will begin to see they are 
often great places for aging 
men and women to social-
ize with others their age 
while receiving the care 
and attention they need. 
When discussing the move 
to a nursing home, focus 
on these positives and your 
relative will be more likely 
to follow your lead.

• Choose a nursing home 
that’s close to home. One of 
the more diffi cult parts of 
transitioning to a nursing 
home is the notion that se-
niors are leaving their lives 
behind once they move into 
a home. Choosing a nursing 
home that’s close to home 
and makes routine visits 
from friends and relatives 
possible enables seniors 
to maintain a connection 
to their current lifestyle. 

A home that is miles and 
miles away from a person’s 
support system can foster 
feelings of isolation and 
loneliness.

• Plan trips with your 
loved one. Just because 
an aging relative lives 
in a nursing home does 
not mean he can no lon-
ger travel. If a relative is 
healthy enough to travel, 
include him on family trips 
and outings. This includes 
more routine events like 
weekly Sunday dinners, 
kids’ sporting events, and 
other extracurricular ac-

tivities. The more involved 
your aging relative is in the 
daily life of your family, the 
more likely he is to see the 
advantages of living in a 
nursing home.

• Encourage your loved 

ones to take some personal 
items with him. When mov-
ing into a nursing home, 
seniors must leave behind 
many of their possessions. 
This is a simple space is-
sue, as the rooms in a typi-
cal nursing home cannot 
accommodate a life’s worth 
of keepsakes and posses-
sions. But that doesn’t 
mean seniors have to leave 
everything behind. Encour-
age your loved one to bring 
along some possessions, 
such as his family photos, 
a favorite chair, or smaller 
mementos from places he 
visited throughout his 
life. Such items can make 
a nursing home seem less 
antiseptic and more like a 
home.

• Set up an e-mail ac-
count for your loved one. If 
your loved one still has his 
mental health, then set him 
up with an e-mail account. 
This allows your loved one 
to maintain daily contact 
with family and friends. 
Many of today’s nursing 
homes provide facilities 
where residents can access 
the internet. If not, speak 
to the staff and ask if your 
relative can bring his own 
computer. If your relative 
will be able to routinely ac-
cess the internet, consider 
purchasing a digital sub-
scription to the local news-
paper so he can further 
maintain a connection to 
the community.  

Helping  your loved one 
adapt to a nursing home

Focusing on the 
positives of nursing 

homes, such as 
around-the-clock 

care and daily 
activities, can help 
aging relatives look 
at nursing homes 

in a new light.
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FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

PROTECT 
YOUR HOME 

FROM MEDICAID:
COME IN 

FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION

I often see clients who are Medicaid recipients and 
are concerned that Medicaid may try to take their 
home or other property after their death. It is also a 
real concern to many elderly clients who are thinking 
about applying for Medicaid in New York. If you are 
one of the many people who are unsure of what can 
happen to your assets after your passing, then please 
read on. 

As I sit with clients to understand their situation, I 
advise them that the answer to this question is quite 
complex and depends on many factors including their 
age, familial situation, and the type of care that Med-
icaid is providing them. Medicaid is divided into two 
general categories: (1) Institutional, which includes 
nursing home and intermediate care facilities, and 
(2) Community-based which includes all the other 
services Medicaid provides including home care and 
insurance. Let us look at what Medicaid can do with 
your property in each situation:

If Medicaid is paying for nursing home care they 
may place a lien on your home for the amount that 
they pay out for your benefit. When the property is 

eventually sold, the lien must be satisfied before 
your heirs get the remaining proceeds. Regardless of 
whether you are receiving nursing home or commu-
nity-based Medicaid, Medicaid can always seek “es-
tate recovery”. Estate recovery is when Medicaid tries 
to recover the amount it paid for your care from your 
probate estate. Your probate estate only includes as-
sets which you held in your own name and which do 
not pass by operation of law or through a beneficiary 
designation. If Medicaid is providing you with either 
nursing home care, home care aid services, doctor’s 
visits, prescription coverage, or hospital visit cover-
age, they may go after your probate estate to recover 
their outlay. The operative words here are “probate 
estate” and much can be done, relatively simply and 
inexpensively, to remove your home from your pro-
bate estate. There are a few caveats and exceptions 
to estate recovery. First of all, for community-based 
care, Medicaid can only collect services provided to 
you since your 55th birthday. Secondly, for either 
community or institutional care, Medicaid can only 
recover up to 10 years worth of benefits counting 

back from the date of death. 
Assuming that the Medicaid agency in New York 

has not placed a lien on your property, you have 
the opportunity, with some careful planning, to pre-
vent this from happening sometime in the future. A 
knowledgeable elder law attorney can utilize differ-
ent methods such as deed transfers with retained life 
estates and income only Medicaid trusts along with 
properly drafted powers of attorney to shelter your 
home from Medicaid claims. The important thing to 
know is that the sooner you speak with an estate 
planning/elder law lawyer, the more likely it is that 
you can receive the care you need while protecting 
your home for your heirs.

Roman Aminov is a trusts and estates attorney 
concentrating in estate planning, elder law,and pro-
bate. He is experienced in the drafting of wills, powers 
of attorney, health care proxies, and trusts of all types. 
Contact Roman Aminov at (347)766-2685 for a free 
consultation.

Protecting Your Home and Assets From Medicaid
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
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Learning to live on a fixed income
ELDERCARE TODAY

Diffi cult fi nancial times 
have forced many people 
young and old to alter their 
lifestyles in order to stay 
afl oat fi nancially. Though 
unemployment has gar-
nered most of the headlines 
as the economy has strug-
gled the last several years, 
it’s not just men and women 
of working age who have 
felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the 
University of Michigan Law 
School, researchers found 
that people age 65 and older 
are the fastest-growing seg-
ment of the U.S. population 
seeking bankruptcy pro-
tection. While there’s no 
single culprit for the rise in 
bankruptcy fi lings among 
seniors, the state of Florida 
could offer valuable insight 
as to why the nation’s older 
citizens are increasingly fi l-

ing for bankruptcy.
Many retirees call Flor-

ida home, and in the past 
such retirees could tap into 
their home equity when-
ever they began to struggle 
fi nancially. However, like 
most of the country, Flori-
da’s housing market is de-
pressed, making it less vi-
able for seniors to tap into 
their home equity to solve 
their fi nancial problems. In 
fact, according to a study by 
the Administrative Offi ce 
of the U.S. Courts, bank-
ruptcy fi lings increased by 
118 percent in states where 
the home price index de-
creased.

For many seniors fear-
ful of fi nancial struggles, 
living on a fi xed income can 
be a helpful way of ensur-
ing their future does not in-
volve fi ling for bankruptcy. 

Though living on a fi xed in-
come is a defi nite challenge 
and certainly offers no 
guarantee that bankruptcy 
can be avoided, it does pro-
vide a framework seniors 
can rely on to keep their 
heads above water during 
diffi cult economic times.

• Make an honest assess-
ment. Living on a fi xed in-
come involves being honest 
with yourself and admit-
ting what your resources 
truly are. Write down any 
sources of income, includ-
ing Social Security pay-
ments, pension payouts, in-
vestments, etc. Then write 
down how much money you 
have in savings or print out 
a statement of all savings 
accounts.

Once you have an accu-
rate fi gure of both income 
and savings, write down 

all your monthly expenses, 
including all expenses, no 
matter how minute they 
may seem. From here you 
can determine just how 
much you can spend each 
month.

• Prioritize spending 
habits. Some expenses, in-
cluding medications and 
monthly utility bills, will 
always remain a top pri-
ority. However, those who 
must begin living on a fi xed 
income need to prioritize 
how they spend their dis-
cretionary funds. For in-
stance, a membership at 
the local country club can 
cost several thousands of 
dollars per year, whereas 
the local public golf course 
only charges players each 
time they play. While the 
country club might have 
a better course, it could be 

more prudent to choose the 
public course and save the 
cost of a private member-
ship instead.

• Find it for free. People 
pay for many services each 
month that they could very 
well fi nd for free. For ex-
ample, in addition to books, 
many local libraries now al-
low members to check out 
CDs and DVDs at no cost. 
The same also goes for mag-
azines. Instead of paying a 
monthly subscription cost, 
visit the local library and 
read the magazines there 
for free. If the local library 
does not have your favor-
ite periodical, the content 
could very well be available 
for free online.

• Expect the unexpected. 
One of the worst things that 
can happen to a person on a 
fi xed income is to encounter 

an unexpected cost. This 
can include an unforeseen 
hospital visit, a costly auto 
repair or even infl ation that 
wasn’t factored into your 
initial fi xed income budget. 
Men and women on fi xed in-
comes should expect such 
emergencies and save ac-
cordingly each month. Sav-
ing money should never 
go out of style, and those 
on fi xed incomes should 
still attempt to save money 
each month. Coming in un-
der budget and making the 
most of it can make the dif-
ference between capably 
handling an emergency or 
being forced to consider un-
attractive alternatives such 
as fi ling for bankruptcy.

For more information 
on living on a fi xed income, 
visit the AARP at www.
aarp.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

for a full prescription and 
cannot return the pills they 
don’t plan to use. Those who 
have a history of sensitivity 
to medications should “test 
drive” a drug fi rst, ordering 
just a few pills or asking a 
physician for samples to see 
how well the body handles 
them. This won’t necessar-
ily matter for people with 
fl at-dollar copayments (you 
will essentially have to 
pay two copayments if the 
drug proves effective), but 
those without such a plan 
can save themselves some 
money if medication does 
not work out.

• Buy in bulk. Seniors 
who have been taking a cer-
tain medication for a long 
time and expect to keep 
taking it might want 
to consider buying 
the medicine in bulk. 
This can save money; 
just make sure pills pur-
chased won’t surpass their 
expiration date before you 

take them.
• Inquire about combi-

nation medications. Some-
times medications used to 
treat the same condition 
can be purchased as combi-
nation pills. This will only 
require one prescription in-
stead of two.

On a similar note, se-
niors taking medications 
for two different condi-
tions might also be able to 
take just one medication 
that treats both conditions. 
For instance, some blood 

pressure medications have 
proven effective at treat-
ing other conditions as 
well. But don’t experiment 
on your own. Consult your 
physician about your medi-
cations and ask if any of 
them can be used to effec-
tively serve double-duty 
and save you money.

• Look for programs that 
offer relief. There are pro-
grams that offer some relief 
with regards to paying for 
prescription medications. 
Discuss such plans with a 

physician to de-
termine your 
e l i g i b i l i t y, 
which might 
be determined 
by your age or 
current pre-
scriptions. 

Prescriptions
Continued from Page 31

Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Find us on
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The New York Po-
lice Department and the 
Brookhaven National Lab-
oratory will jointly conduct 
an airflow study of risks 
posed by contaminants 
in the New York City sub-
ways.

The NYPD said it 
would use data collected 
during three days of re-
search in July to optimize 
emergency response to an 
intentional or accidental 
release of hazardous mate-
rials.

“The NYPD works 
for the best but plans for 
the worst when it comes 
to potentially catastrophic 
attacks such as ones em-
ploying radiological con-
taminants or weaponized 
anthrax,” said Police Com-
missioner Raymond Kelly, 

adding that “this field 
study with Brookhaven’s 
outstanding expertise will 
help prepare and safeguard 
the city’s population in the 
event of an actual attack.”

“The NYPD, in part-
nership with the MTA, is 
responsible for keeping 
more than 5 million daily 

subway customers safe and 
secure,” said Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
acting Chairman Fernando 
Ferrer. “This study will 
bolster the NYPD’s under-
standing of contaminant 
dispersion within the sub-
way system as well as be-
tween the subway system 
and the street, thereby im-
proving its ability to better 
protect both our customers 
and the city population at 
large.”

What is known as the 
Subway-Surface Airflow 
Exchange was commis-
sioned by the NYPD and 
funded through a $3.4 mil-
lion U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security grant. 
It is the first of its scale to 
study airflow in a dense, 
complex urban environ-
ment both below and above 
ground.

A train approaches the subway 
stop at Euclid Avenue. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

NYPD to use gas in test 
of subway system air fl ow
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Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

 Dental 
Implants
FREE CONSULTATION

New Patients First Visit

Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 
X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

            FREE
PARKING

   - Lab on Premises

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

   - Lab on Premises
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BY PHIL CORSO

If you live in Queens, the air 
you breathe may put your health 
at risk, the American Lung Asso-
ciation said in its State of the Air 
report.

Queens was one of five coun-
ties throughout New York state to 
receive a big red F for ozone pollu-
tion in the group’s annual assess-
ment. The borough was also the 
only county statewide to receive a 
lower grading than last year, the 
report said.

The American Lung Asso-
ciation has put out report cards 
on the country’s air quality with 
help from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for the past 
14 years, and this year’s results 
shined a harsh spotlight on New 
York City’s air, identifying sev-
eral boroughs as the worst in dif-
ferent categories. The group said 
that while ozone and particle pol-
lution improved overall citywide 
since 2012’s report, there were 
still upticks in unhealthy air days 
this year.

“The air in New York is 

certainly cleaner than when we 
started the State of the Air re-
port 14 years ago,” said Michael 
Seilback, vice president of public 
policy and communications at 
the American Lung Association 
of the Northeast. “While we still 
have too many counties with fail-
ing grades, the air quality is still 
better compared to a decade ago. 
But the work is not done, and we 
must set stronger health stan-
dards for pollutants and clean up 
sources of pollution to protect the 
health of our citizens.”

Ozone pollution has become 
the most widespread air pollutant 
and can irritate the lungs when 
inhaled, the American Lung As-
sociation said.

In the report, the Bronx re-
ceived the worst rating for parti-
cle pollution throughout the state 
and Staten Island recorded the 
most drastic jump in unhealthy 
ozone days with 10 more than 
last year. None of the 16 counties 
to improve their ozone grades on 
the report card were in New York 
City, with Queens receiving an F 
in that category.

 “Despite our progress in 
cleaning up our air, we know that 
national air quality standards 
are still not strong enough to 
protect public health,” said Jeff 
Seyler, president and CEO of the 
American Lung Association of 
the Northeast. “We need strong 
policies in place on the federal, 
state and local levels to ensure 
healthier air to breathe. Tighter 
standards and stronger policies 
will help us reach our goal of see-
ing a report card which is giving 
straight A’s across the nation.”

Queens did, however, im-
prove in one category, the report 
said, moving from a C to a B for 
short-term and annual particle 
pollution, which stems from ash, 
soot, diesel exhaust, chemicals, 
metals and aerosols. It was one of 
the four city counties to improve 
in that category this year.

Diesel fumes are one of the many 
leading causes of air and ozone pollu-
tion in Queens, a report shows.

Air pollutants on the rise in Queens: Report
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World-Class Vascular Surgical Care
Close to Home
Gregg S. Landis, MD, FACS has joined the North Shore-LIJ Health System 
as Vice Chairman, Surgery and Chief, Vascular and Endovascular Surgery 
at our Long Island Jewish Medical Center.

With over 18 years of experience, Dr. Landis, a board certified vascular 
surgeon, specializes in state-of-the-art treatments for prevention of stroke, 
peripheral arterial disease and minimally invasive vascular interventions, 
as well as comprehensive wellness care. As an Associate Professor of 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ Hofstra School of Medicine, Dr. Landis is helping 
to advance medical education in vascular and endovascular healthcare.

Now as part of the North Shore-LIJ Medical Group, Dr. Landis and his 
patients have access to the extensive resources of the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System and the experts at Long Island Jewish Medical Center.

For more information on Dr. Landis 
and the North Shore-LIJ Medical 
Group, go to nslijdocs.com.

For an appointment, call (516) 233-3607.

North Shore-LIJ Vascular Surgery 
1999 Marcus Avenue, Suite 106B 
Lake Success, New York 11042

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BT BREAST HEALTH CARE
DESIGNED FOR YOU.

Breast Health Center

Where on Long Island can you access:
The latest testing and treatment options –

all in one place?
 

Mammogram results while you wait, in most cases?

Today’s most advanced diagnostic tools?
 

The latest minimally invasive biopsy techniques?

Leading-edge chemotherapy, radiation and surgery
for cancer patients? 

All care and a full range of support services
coordinated by a dedicated Nurse Navigator? 

The first nationally accredited Breast Health Center
in Nassau County? 

Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org
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BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

As I walked into the 
after-party at Red Door 
NYC in Chelsea, I slipped 
behind a red curtain and 
shuffled my way past an 
old Prohibition-style bar, 
through a thick crowd, to 
the vaudeville stage. There 
stood a hefty man with 
a long braid of red hair, 
whose booming hands 
were clasped around a 
hammer. Slowly the ham-
mer bent and contorted. I 

looked to my right and as-
sumed the smaller man I 
saw waiting in the wings 
was an assistant. Little did 
I know this man was Chris 
“Wonder” Schoeck, and he 
was waiting for his mentor, 
Chris Rider, to finish with 
the hammer so he could 
finally take his hands to 
some steel. 

It must have been 
fate when director Dave 
Carroll met Schoeck in 
the laundry room of their 
Astoria apartment build-

ing in December 2010, as 
together they have made 
“Bending Steel,” one of the 
most emotionally effective 
films at Tribeca Film Festi-
val this year. While not ev-
eryone can relate to severe 
strength training, let alone 
trying to deform a steel 
object, almost anyone can 
connect to the story behind 
Schoeck’s struggle to make 
the impossible possible.

When the shy, yet en-
dearing Schoeck told Car-
roll he was training to be 

an oldetime strongman, 
Carroll wasn’t sure what 
to think. 

“I had this idea of a 
guy in a leopard skin leo-
tard,” said Carroll.

This isn’t a far-
fetched thought, as very 
few strongmen have re-
mained since the death of 
vaudeville, and the birth 
of television. Initially Car-
roll and producer Ryan 
Scafuro planned to make 
a short film, but as they 
got to know Schoeck on a 

deeper level, and studied 
the history of strongmen, 
they knew a feature was 
in the works. As Schoeck 
began to truly challenge 
himself, Scafuro and Car-
roll started to realize that 
there was much more to 
bending steel than initial-
ly perceived.

Schoeck, always an 
introverted man, had 
struggled letting others in, 
and his parents remained 
a stiff presence in his life. 
Bending steel not only 
allowed him to channel 
his energy, but to train to 
achieve a feat that requires 
an incredible amount of 
physical and mental focus. 
We see Schoeck’s develop-
ment unfold before our 
very eyes, as the documen-
tary is filmed in chrono-
logical order. 

“I felt it was really 
important to tell the story 
the way it happened to us,” 
said Carroll. 

The filmmaking duo 
didn’t know Schoeck very 
well, yet slowly the group 
became quite tight-knit, 
spending long hours togeth-

er, which allowed Schoeck 
to open up for the cameras. 

Shoeck teamed up 
with Rider, a household 
name within the strong-
men community. Rider is 
the direct disciple of Den-
nis Rogers, who makes his 
living in the field. He has 
worked alongside David 
Blaine and has been fea-
tured on Oprah Winfrey’s 
show. Rogers is the student 
of Slim “The Hammer-
man” Farman, who took 
the place of the one and 
only Mighty Atom, or Joe 
Greenstein, the minuscule 
king of early 20th-century 
strongmen. Clearly, the 
craft has a direct lineage, 
one that is being upheld 
through a “guild-like” 
group of men. Looking at 
Schoeck, one can’t help but 
be reminded of Greenstein, 
as both their strength defy 
their weight and size. The 
group is continuing to re-
vive the old tradition and 
have been performing for 
vastly expanding audienc-
es on Coney Island.

STRENGTH
feats of

in Astoria, Queens
Documentary ‘Bending Steel’ focuses on old-style strongmen

Continued on Page 47

Chris Schoeck bends a bar in the basement of his Astoria 
apartment building in the documentary “Bending Steel.” 

Photo courtesy of Dave Carroll 
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra 
books a gig at Flushing 
Town Hall, it skips the 
stage and heads straight 
to the floor. 

“We want to bring the 
audience and orchestra 
physically closer togeth-
er,” QSO Music Director 
Constantine Kitsopoulos 
said. “I like the idea of the 
audience right on top of 
the players.”

During the next few 
weeks, borough residents 
can snag a couple of free 
seats close to the home-
town musicians as the 
symphony kicks off its new 
season with programs of 
jazz, classical and Spanish 
flamenco music. Although 
the symphony regularly 
plays free summer shows 
at parks around the bor-
ough, last spring Kitso-
poulos decided to expand 
those opportunities and 

bring the tunes indoors. 
“We wanted to get into 

the community more,” 
Kitsopoulos said. “We 
wanted to serve the com-
munity by doing more.”

The two opening 
shows, May 8 at Queens 
College, at 65-30 Kissena 

Blvd., and May 10 at Flush-
ing Town Hall, at 137-35 
Northern Blvd., will in-
clude plenty of music eas-
ily recognized by first-time 
concert goers. George Ger-
shwin’s “Concerto in F” 
shares the bill with Peter 
Tchaikovsky’s “Symphony 

No. 5” at Queens College. 
Tchaikovsky pops up again 
at Flushing Town Hall, 
where his work accompa-
nies music by Spanish com-
poser Manuel de Falla. 

Although the pro-
gram may seem cobbled 
together, Kitsopoulos, 

who is in his sixth year 
as music director, said he 
tries to create an evening 
that makes sense and has 
an artistic flow. He knew 
pianist Reed Tetaloff, 
who won the symphony’s 
Young Soloist Competi-
tion last year, planned on 
performing the Gershwin 
piece at the May 8 show. 
From there, Kitsopoulos 
said, it was easy to make 
the leap to Tchaikovsky.

“The soloist is prom-
ised a chance to perform 
and Reed had prepared 
Gershwin,” Kitsopou-
los said. “So, then it was 
what goes with that? Ger-
shwin’s ancestors were 
from Eastern Europe and 
Tchaikovsky was Rus-
sian. I try to make those 
connections.”

Connecting with resi-
dents new to this genre 
is just as important to 
Kitsopoulos as crafting a 
well-balanced evening of 
music. 

Because arts funding 
is usually the first line 
item cut in tight school 
budgets, Kitsopoulos said 
there are fewer people to-
day exposed to symphonic 
performances. 

“With the loss of arts 
in schools, we’ve lost a cou-
ple of generations of young 
people,” Kitsopoulos said. 
“You have the problem to-
day that a lot of young par-
ents don’t have the experi-
ence with this music, so we 
have to work to get the kids 
and the parents.” 

IF YOU GO
Queens Symphony 
Orchestra free concerts
Wednesday, May 8, 7:30 
p.m., at Queens College 
LeFrak Concert Hall, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd. and 
Friday, May 10, 7:30 p.m., 
at Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
(718) 570-0909
www.queenssymphony.org

Queens symphony to perform free concerts

Music Director Constantine Kitsopoulos and the Queens Symphony Orchestra will perform two free 
concerts next week.  Photo courtesy of Queens Symphony Orchestra

Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global infl uences.
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel 
and lanterns, and spiffy servers in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes 

created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA
LIVE MUSIC AT OUR PATIO BAR FRIDAYS (WEATHER PERMITTING)

Every Table has a Waterside View of Manhasset Bay Marina

Mother’s Day Brunch on the Bay

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. 
Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave. (across from King Kullen Shopping Center). 

Make fi rst left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Like us on 
Facebook

Join Us for Mother’s Day Brunch on the Bay

At the Manhasset Bay Marina
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Time for 
our hair cut...

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Annual Sheep Shearing
at the Queens Zoo

Come see our 
woolly sheep go 
from shaggy to 
shorn while you 

enjoy wool spinning 
demonstrations, 
crafts, games 

& more!

queenszoo.com

MAY 4 & 5

Photo©WCS

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After her job as a New 
York City school guidance 
counselor became less per-
manent, Heidi Warm de-
cided it was time to follow 
some of her own career 
advice. 

“Basically they were 
shifting me from school 
to school each week and it 
was stressful,” said Warm. 
“I needed to find some-
thing for me. Why not try 
this? What have I got to 
lose?”

With that, Warm 
found herself in the 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre’s upcoming pro-
duction of “Hound of the 
Baskervilles.” For one of 
her first roles in Queens 
community theater, Warm 
landed the part of Perkins, 
the slightly daft maid 
who tends to Baskerville 
Manor and its guests Sher-
lock Holmes and Dr. John 
Watson who have arrived 

to help reveal the secret 
behind the family’s curse 
and the truth to the mon-
sterous Bakerville hound. 

It’s a small role, but 

Warm knows, as the say-
ing goes, there are no small 
parts only small actors. 

She’s adopted a Cock-
ney accent — sort of Eliza 

Dolittle pre-Professor Hig-
gins — and learning from 
her more experienced co-
stars. 

“I watch them doing 

this — as long as they have 
been doing do it — and see 
they still have so much en-
ergy,” said Warm. “It’s just 
been a great experience.”

As the rest of the cast 
meanders its way into the 
Zion Episcopal Church 
for a rehearsal, Sherlock, 
played by actor Brian 
Payne, tries on a newly 
purchased deerstalker 
hat to slip into the role. 
Although new to the Doug-
laston group, Little Neck 
resident Payne has been 
performing in community 
theater productions for 
more than four decades. 

“It started when I was 
in high school,” said Payne, 
who helped run the drama 
program at Elmhurst’s 
Cathedral Prep, where he 
taught for 25 years. “It’s 
just fun. Seriously.”

Payne, who acts and 
directs in area shows, said 
he enjoys both jobs for dif-
ferent reasons. As a direc-
tor, Payne said he loves 

the challenge of figuring 
out how to take a produc-
tion from the written page 
to the stage. For this pro-
duction, he jumped at the 
chance to portray one of 
his all-time favorite char-
acters.

“I didn’t think I was 
ever going to get another 
chance to play Sherlock,” 
said Payne. 

It’s been nearly 50 
years since Richmond Hill 
resident Fred J. Kamin-
ski decided he was prob-

It’s elementary for Douglaston’s theater group

Marie Cook (l. to r.), Brian Payne, Dan Bubbeo and Joe Pepe rehearse a scene from the Douglaston 
Community Theatre’s production of “Hound of the Baskervilles.” Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

IF YOU GO
“Hound of the 
Baskervilles”
Douglaston Community 
Theatre
Zion Episcopal Church 
Parish Hall
Church Street at 
Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Call (718) 482-3332 to 
reserve tickets

Continued on Page 48
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Answers in Sports

BY TATIANA CASTELLANOS

The Free Synagogue of 
Flushing Community The-
atre Group celebrates its 
40th season with the pre-
miere of a original musi-
cal written and directed by 
long-time Queens resident 
Mark Lord.

The play, “Let’s Hear 
it for Queens,” tells the his-
tory of the borough’s evolu-
tion from the 1600s to the 
current day, while high-
lighting and saluting some 
world-famous entertainers 
with ties to Queens. The 
show also includes a series 
of monologues that bring to 
life the memories of many 

people who remember what 
life was like in Queens way 
back when. 

The play features a 
multi-generational and 
multi-cultural cast of near-
ly three dozen singers, ac-
tors and dancers. 

A special tribute to the 
theater group will mark the 
beginning of its fifth decade 
of entertaining audiences, 
featuring the talents  of vet-
erans Richard Weyhausen, 
Amanda Doria and Alison 
Feuer Pascuzzi.

Headlining the cast 
is Kieran Larkin as Anti-
quous, a man old enough to 
have lived in the era when 
his only neighbors were the 

native Americans; Jean-
Ann Kump, who pays tribute 
to Astoria’s own Ethel Mer-
man; and Andrew Anton as 
the acclaimed performer 
from the same neighbor-
hood, Tony Bennett.

IF YOU GO

Free Synagogue of 
Flushing Community 
Theatre Group
“Let’s Hear it for 
Queens”
Saturday, May 4 and 
May 11 at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 5 and May 
12 at 3 p.m. 
41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
(718) 428-8681

Flushing theater cast takes
tour of boro’s musical past 

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

FOR RESERVATIONS

CATERING

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

MOTHER’S DAY
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Through training, 
Schoeck has cracked open 
his shell, and has over-
come his monumental fear 
of performing, something 
that he had resisted since 
childhood. As the film 
was shot in a matter of 10 
months, we see his inner 
revolution unfold, until a 
brilliant transformation 
ensues. 

“It started me on 
a journey that helped 
me begin to under-
stand that there is 
something potential-
ly powerful, strong, 
good, unique within 
me,” said Schoeck. 
“It started to give 
me some self-esteem, 
and it gave me the 
ability to branch out, 
try and see different 
things.” 

The film illus-
trates this shift very 
clearly. 

He continues, 

“There was me before, and 
me afterwards. And the 
shift sort of occurred very 
very rapidly, and my life 
changed that that point.”

What’s more is that 
strongmen are not in com-
petition with one another. 
As opposed to something 
uber-macho like pro-
wrestling, the strongmen 
profession encompasses 
more vulnerability than 

one may believe on the 
outset. It is a group of men, 
working together in har-
mony, to overcome their 
own doubts and darkness, 
regardless of what is going 
on in their lives. After all, 
is that what true strength 
really is?

Chris “Wonder” Schoe-
ck will take part in the Olde 
Time Coney Island Strong-
men Spectacular, at Coney 
Island USA, 1208 Surf Ave., 
Brooklyn on Sunday, May 
19.

Continued from Page 43

STRENGTH

Chris Schoeck demonstrates his skills for his parents in the documentary 
“Bending Steel.” Photo courtesy of Ryan Scafuro

Roasted Lamb Leg of Lamb with Rosemary 24.95
Sea Bass in Artichoke and Tomato Broth 29.95
Beef Wellington with Mushrooms and Gorgonzola Cheese 32.95
Shell Steak topped with Goat Cheese and Balsamic Syrup 26.95
Roast Salmon with Sweet Chipotle Glaze and Honey Puree 25.95
Crabmeat Crusted Salmon with Lobster Cream Sauce 26.95
Seared Duck Breast with Cherries and Port Wine Sauce 24.95
Angel Hair Pasta with Jumbo Shrimp, Scallops, Sundried 23.95
Tomato and Spinach in a Chipotle Cream Sauce

All Entrees Served with Fingerling Potatoes and Vegetable du Jour

  
 
 
 
 
 

               Mother’s Day DinnerMother’s Day DinnerMother’s Day Dinner   
 

Soup du Jour 
Chilled Asparagus & Shrimp  Cup $6.95 or Bowl $7.95 

 
Appetizers 

Raw Bar Platter $24.95 
Lump Crab, Shrimp Cocktail, Blue Point Oysters, Clams on the Half  Shell 

Seafood Bolognese $15.95 
Shrimp  Cocktail $14.95 

½ Dozen Blue Point Oysters or Clams on the Half  Shell $12.95 
Homemade Wonton Ravioli with Chicken, Spinach, & Mozzarella $13.95 

Wild Mushrooms Rockefeller $10.95 
Blackened Chicken Egg Roll $9.95 

 
Entrees 

Rack of  Lamb $32.95 
Filet Mignon with Cabernet Sauce & Summer Veggies $32.95 

Horseradish Crusted Tuna $27.95 
with Warm Potato Compote in Abita Beer Sauce 

Salmon Teriyaki with Cold Sesame Noodles & Pineapple Salsa $26.95 
Cornbread Crusted Chicken with Peach Sauce $23.95 

Stuffed Chicken with Spinach, Andouille, & Jack Cheese $23.95 
 

BOURBON STREET CAFÉ 
40-12 Bell Boulevard 

Bayside, NY  11361 
Phone (718) 224-2200 

Fax (718) 224-7081 

   Sunday, May 12, 2013 - Reservations Recommended 

Austin’s Ale House

Happy Mother’s Day!

Pesto Hummus with Pita Bread 10.95
Lobster Mac and Cheese 13.95

Seared Scallops Spring Onion and Tarragon Cream 13.95
Coconut Shrimp Spicy Mango Sauce 13.95

Leek and Potato          Cup 5.95 / Bowl 6.95

Baby Spinach, Grilled Eggplant, Feta Cheese and
Roasted Red Pepper 9.95

Milk Chocolate and Strawberry Bread Pudding 5.95
Chocolate Mousse Cake 7.95
Pina Colada Cupcake 4.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

COUPON

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 

Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Come & Enjoy a delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Baked Ziti
Baked Homemade Lasagna

Cheese Ravioli
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed in a 

light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & 

spinach in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh 

mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with 
mushrooms & balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas 
& asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a 

virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

7.95
+tax

www.fsfctg.org
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26.  Theater areas
27.  "This ___ of  those 
 things..."
28.  Writer James and family
29.  Some cereals
30.  Brazen
32.  Scene of  sports action
33.  ___ as a March hare
35.  Agitates
36.  Motorcycle maker
41.  Women's magazine
42.  Explosion
43.  Ski lead-in
44.  Suffix for the wealthy?
45.  Bygone monarch
46.  "Go ___ winner"
47.  Slicing, dicing, etc.
48.  Conveyed
49.  Clarinet's cousin
50.  "Love" in tennis
51.  Part of  7D
53.  Agcy. for narcs
54.  Affected with rabies

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

May 3-9, 2013

By Bill Deasy 

White Out
Across
1. Does one's part?
5.  Barely made it home?
9. Tarzan's transport
13. Seal in juices
14. R.E.M. singer Michael
15. Words to an "old chap"
16. *Christmas
19. Alien subj.
20. Molding style
21.  Online music mart
22.  Supply center?
23.  Egypt's early goddess
24.  Without fear: Var.
27.  "How Sweet ___"
28.  Bodybuilder's sixpack
31.  Clogs or pumps
32.  AARP or NAACP
33.  Taj Mahal locale
34.  *CAPS
37.  Suffixes with sultan
38.  Poetic sundowns
39.  Cries from the flock
40.  ___ Moines, IA
41.  Beach bird
42.  Hardly modest
43.  ___ mater
44.  ___ Lang Syne'
45.  Bring down
48.  Horse's parent
49.  "--- Clear Day..."
52.  *FLAG
55.  "Fits to ___"
56.  Basic precept
57.  Absolutely first-rate
58.  Emulates Queen Latifah
59.  Tests for srs. and jrs.
60.  Substandard marks

Down
1.  Stadium in which to 
 see Venus?
2.  Biz bigwigs
3.  Like most N.B.A. stars
4.  ___ Lanka
5.  Eye sores
6.  We wish we knew its 
 meaning
7.  Kind of  beer, for short
8.  Constructing
9.  Computer illness
10.  The doctor ___
11.  "Great" detective of  
 kid lit
12.  Watches closely
14.  Wise guys
17.  Reply to a taunt
18.  Elevator name
22.  Hammer heads
23.  "Here we are!"
24.  President of  Syria
25.  * in 16A, 34A, and 52A

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

CONTINENTAL CANINES
A W A Y P R I S M B E L A
S A N E R E C U E O B A N
P L O W A P A R T S E N D
I R I S H W O L F H O U N D
R U N A N T K N E L L
E S T E R E B B S Z O O

A E R O S O L F E R N
G E R M A N S H E P A R D

M A S S G U A R D E D
M R S E A S Y T E R S E
I D E A S A R A I N D
E N G L I S H B U L L D O G

A N C E M E A N S O G R E
L I E N A R L E S B E E R
E A S T M E T R O O D D S

ably not going to get the 
chance to pursue acting 
as a full-time career. Af-
ter serving in the Army 
during the Vietnam War, 
and starring in Army 

productions of plays and 
musicals, Kaminski set 
his sights on Broadway. 
Instead he ended up as a 
supervisor for the Port 
Authority in internation-
al arrivals. But he never 
lost his interest in act-

ing and jumped back into 
the field after he retired 
about five years ago. 

“I’ve been in 35 
shows since then,” said 
Kaminski. “I was bored 
with retirement and an 
actor friend of my said, 
‘Fred do community the-
ater.’ And I thank him so 
much for saying that.”

Continued from Page 45

‘Hound of the Baskervilles’

MUSIC

Cultural Crossroads: Jamaica 
Meets Spain — Spanish 
Flamenco and Reggae share 
the stage for the third Cultural 
Crossroads at Flushing Town 
Hall. Dance lessons begin at 
7 pm
When: Friday, May 3, 8 pm - 10 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15, $10/members and 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 463-7700

An Evening with Michael 
Feinstein
When: Saturday, May 4, 8 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center’s 
Colden Auditorium at Queens 
College, Reeves Avenue, Flushing
Cost: $30-$50, discounted 
tickets available for students, 
seniors and Queens College 
staff, faculty and alumni
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
KupferbergCenter.org

Concert Honors Marvin 
Hamlisch — Broadway legend 

Donna McKechnie joins other 
muscial theater performers 
and Queens College alumni in a 
concert performance honoring 
QC alumnus Marvin Hamlisch. 
All proceeds will benefi t the 
college’s Marvin Hamlisch 
Scholarship Endowment. 
When: Sunday, May 5, 3 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center’s 
LeFrak Concert Hall at Queens 
College, Reeves Avenue, 
Flushing
Cost: $75/VIP, $25/General 
Admission
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.qccuny.edu

Fiesta Hispanica — The 
mother-daughter team of 
violinist Renee and harpist 
Susan Jolles perform a 
program of music with a 
Spanish fl air.
When: Sunday, May 5, 5:30 pm
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/students, children under 
12 free when accompanied by 
an adult
Contact: (718) 894-2178

Website: www.musicareginae.
org

Carol Sudhalter and the 
Astoria Big Band — The 
Astoria-based saxophonist 
honors three jazz legends 
from Queens with a concert 
performance of “A Tribute to 
Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie 
and Big Nick Nicholas.”
When: Saturday, May 11, 7 pm
Where: Sunnyside Reformed 
Church, 48-03 Skillman Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: Free

Oratorio Society of Queens 
annual spring concert — The 
OSQ presents Puccini’s mass for 
chorus and orchestra “Messa di 
Gloria.” Also featured are opera 
highlights and American choral 
music with the Orchestra Arts 
Ensemble of Queens. 
When: Sunday, May 19, 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center at 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: $30, $25/seniors and 
students with ID, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

154–11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

To Reserve Your Passport for 
Fine Italian Dining this Mother’s Day

Please Call 718–767–3100

Join Us
Celebrate Mother’s Day 

on the Bay In Whitestone.
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71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718.821.8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

1st Course
Roasted Shrimp and Lobster Bisque 
w/ sherry & cream

Tossed Field Greens
balsamic roasted endive, herbed 
goat cheese & toasted asiago chips

Grilled Chicken and Chive Bruschetta
with fire roasted peppers, 
sundried tomato pesto & fontina

Edison Place Crab Cakes
w/ savoy cabbage slaw & remoulade

Pan Roasted Duck Breast
w/ orange grand marnier glaze & dried cranberry sauce

Petite Filet of Beef Wellington
served w/ mushroom duxelles & shiraz demi glaze

Seafood Stuffed Colossal Shrimp
w/ lemon garlic and rice pilaf

Entrees will be served with chef’s choice of potato & vegetable

2nd Course

3rd Course

Herb and Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb
w/ mint au jus
Pan Seared Pork Medallions
w/ exotic mushrooms 
& sweet and sour braised cabbage

Brownie a la Mode

Strawberry Drizzled NY Cheesecake

Coffee and Tea will accompany Dessert

auce

SPEND Mother’s Day AT EDISON PLACE

Drink & Food specials all weekend long.
Enjoy our specialty drinks at the bar.

Your home for NY Playoff Sports
Catch every Knicks, Rangers and Islanders game here!

$3 Bud, Bud Light and Edison Place Dark Pints during the games.

Thank you 
for dinning with us!



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

-9
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
50

PRODUCTIONS

“A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream” — William 
Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedy, portrays the 
adventures of four young 
lovers and a group of amateur 
actors and their interactions 
with woodland fairies and 
a duke and duchess. The E 
Phoenix Idealis Theater, Inc.’s 
production is about falling in 
love, which “can make fools of 
us all.”
When: Friday, May 3, 8 pm; and 
Saturday, May 4, 3 pm and 8 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Road, College Point
Cost: $14/adults, $9/seniors 
and students
Contact: (516) 678-0016
Website: www.ephoenixi.org

“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the Tony-nominated 
and Olivier Award-winning 
musical that tells the tragic tale 
of fraternal twins separated at 
birth, who grow up in different 
situations but still become best 
friends. But, when they fall in 
love with the same girl, their 
friendship is tested and their 
fates sealed. 
When: Friday, May 3, 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 4, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Thursday, May 9, 8 pm; Friday, 
May 10, 8 pm; Saturday, May 11, 
2 pm and 8 pm; Thursday, May 
16, 8 pm; Friday, May 17, 8 pm; 
and Saturday, May 18, 2 pm and 
8 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Dreamgirls” — The iconic 
Broadway musical based on a 
“supremely” popular 1960s trio 
plays at York College. 
When: Friday, May 3 and May 
10, at 7 pm; Saturday, May 4, at 
7 pm; Saturday, May 11, at 2 pm 
and 7 pm; and Sunday, May 5 
and May 12, at 3 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20, $15 and $10
Contact: (718) 262-3750
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

“Hound of the Baskervilles” — 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
presents a modern adaptation 
of Sherlock Holmes’ greatest 
adventure fi lled with suspense, 
humor and terror.
When: May 3 to May 5, May 10 to 
May 11, and May 17 to 18
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church, 243-01 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults,$15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Broadway Romance” — From 
the creators of Broadway Rox 
comes this world premiere 
revue, which will tour the 
U.S. after its Queens debut, 
showcasing Broadway’s 
greatest hits. 
When: Friday, May 3, 7:30 pm; 
Saturday, May 4, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
and May 5, 2 pm and 6 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $49, $42 and $29
Contact: (718) 760-0686

“Camelot” in Concert — Beari 
Productions presents a concert 
performance of the classic 
Lerner and Loewe retelling of 
the King Arthur legend. 
When: Friday, May 3, 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 4, 8 pm; and 
Sunday, May 5, 3 pm
Where: All Saint’s Church, 214-
35 40th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $18, $16/seniors, $14/
students, group rates available
Contact: (718) 736-1263

“Let’s Hear it for Queens” 
— Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group 
presents an original musical 
tribute to the history and 
people of the most diversifi ed 
place on earth — Queens.
When: Saturday, May 4 and May 
11, at 8 pm; and Sunday, May 5 
and May 12, at 3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $17, $15/seniors and 
children 12 and under, at May 12 
performance all tickets are $15

Contact: (781) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

“Some Girls” — Variations 
Theatre Group closes its fourth 
season with Neil LaBute’s biting 
comedy about revisiting the 
ones who got away. 
When: Wednesday - Saturday 
at 8pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 
Sunday at 2 pm, through May 18
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/for LIC residents 
with photo ID, Wednesday 
performances are buy one 
ticket/get one free, and 
Thursday shows are “Pay What 
You Can Nights”
Contact: 646-580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Boeing, Boeing” — This 
Boulevard Comedy by Marc 
Camoletti presented by the 
Parkside Players centers 
around a Parisian playboy 
and the three stewardesses 
all engaged to him without 
knowing about each other. This 
1960s comedy won the 2008 
Tony for best revival. 
When: May 18 to May 19, May 24 
to May 26, and May 31 to June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 Federal prosecutors 

in Manhattan earlier this 
week linked a bizarre 
murder-suicide that took 
place last year in a hotel 
near John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport with 
an international gambling 
ring, a prestigious Man-
hattan art gallery and 
something called a “Vor.”

Last May, Gary Za-
levsky was sitting around 
a table with five other men 
in a private room near the 
lobby of the Hilton Gar-
den Inn when he stood up, 
pulled out a stolen .380-cal-
iber Baretta pistol and 
fired five shots into the 
head of 31-year-old Brian 
Weiss as he sat at the table, 
according to the NYPD.

Weiss died at the scene 

and Zalevsky turned the 
gun on himself, according 
to the police.

The four remaining 
men fled the room when 
the shots were fired and 
were later apprehended 
by the police, but not ar-
rested.

One of the men sit-
ting at that table was an 

unindicted co-conspirator 
of  Anatoly “Tony” Golub-
chik, who was charged 
earlier this month with 
heading two international 
sports-gambling syndi-
cates that catered to mul-
timillionaires and billion-
aires in the U.S., Russia 
and Ukraine, prosecutors 
claim.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Visit us online at: 
www.adelphi.edu/nysbreastcancer 

 
Make Mother’s 
Day memories 

for years to 
come. �

 
Talk to your doctor 
about scheduling a 

mammogram today. 
 

 
Call our Hotline for 
more information: 

800.877.8077 

 

Police investigate a murder-suicide at the Hilton Garden Inn last 
year. Federal prosecutors earlier this week linked the shooter to 
an international gambling syndicate.

Feds link Russian mob 
to 2012 JFK hotel slay

BY PHIL CORSO

The practice of self-
certification by developers 
has long been a thorn in 
the side of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), and the 
lawmaker introduced legis-
lation that he hopes could 
put an end to it once and for 
all.

The senator stood out-
side his district office with 
northeast Queens civic 
leaders Friday to promote 
one of his latest bills, which 
would discontinue self-
certifications of permit ap-
plications and inspection 
reports to reduce fraud. 
As long as developers are 
legally allowed to certify 
themselves, Avella said 
there will be no guarantees 
that new projects abide by 
building codes and zoning 
laws.

“I have been a long-
standing proponent of abol-
ishing the self-certification 
procedure, which creates 
huge loopholes for shady 

developers,” Avella said. 
“When developers choose 
to abuse the self-certifica-
tion process, they create 
situations that put the pub-
lic’s safety at risk.”

The DOB did not re-
turn calls seeking com-
ment.

Avella fought the city 

Department of Buildings 
for years when he served 
on the City Council, but to 
no avail. He said he hoped a 
refocused approach on the 
state level could overcome 
the real estate industry’s 
stronghold on the city.

“A great majority of 
the illegal construction 

that goes on in my district 
and beyond is due to the 
fact that the building plans 
were self-certified,” Avella 
said. “It is clear that we 
cannot trust unscrupu-
lous and shady developers, 
whose main interests are 
profits, not safety, to certify 
their own plans.”

Angela Augugliaro, 
president of the Queens 
Colony Civic Association 
in Floral Park, said self-
certification failed to hold 
builders accountable for fol-
lowing construction plans. 
Too many times, the civic 
leader said, she had seen 
pre-approved buildings end 
up violating zoning laws 
or not adhering to what 
was originally mapped out 
without consequence.

“Nothing happens in 
New York City if the real es-
tate industry doesn’t want 
it,” said Warren Schreiber, 
president of the Bay Ter-
race Community Alliance. 
“Self-certification puts 
people, workers and pedes-
trians at risk.”

Michael Castellano, of 
the Lost Community Civic 
Association, compared the 
certification of buildings to 
that of automobiles to illus-
trate flaws in the practice.

“You can’t self-certify 
your car inspections,” 
Castellano said. “This 

shouldn’t be any different.”
While allowing appli-

cants to certify plans them-
selves might speed up the 
process, Avella argued that 
fraudulent claims could go 
unnoticed for years and put 
construction workers and 
neighborhood residents at 
risk. By banning the pro-
cess altogether and hiring 
more DOB plan examiners 
to inspect new plans in the 
review phase, the senator 
said the city would save 
money in the long run.

“With self-certifica-
tion, the developer is ba-
sically saying, ‘My plans 
are good,’” Avella said. “I 
understand that the DOB 
wants to speed up the de-
velopment process, but this 
has opened up the flood 
gates.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) stands with civic leaders outside his Bayside office to introduce legislation 
aimed at banning self-certification for building developers. Photo by Phil Corso

Avella bill bans self-certifying of new buildings
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BY KAREN FRANTZ 

Emma Brown was 7 
when she was struck with 
rheumatism in the late 
1800s. One night, she woke 
in terrible pain, crying that 
she was being murdered, 
then fell still back onto the 
bed. A doctor pronounced 
her dead and her body was 
prepared for burial.

But two days later a 
woman and a young boy 
who were holding vigil 
with the body heard a rat-
tling noise coming from the 
small child’s throat. The 
woman held up a mirror to 
the girl’s nose and claimed 
she saw condensation form 
from the child’s breath.

But because Emma’s 
mother could not afford to 
pay a doctor to come back 
and examine her daughter, 
the girl was buried anyway 
— though many wondered 
later if she had been buried 
alive.

“The corpse was bur-
ied … in Maple Grove Cem-
etery,” said Carl Ballenas, 
president of the Friends of 
Maple Grove Cemetery.

This story and others 

were recounted on Victori-
ana Day at the cemetery’s 
center, at 127-15 Kew Gar-
dens Road in Kew Gardens, 
at an event exploring Victo-
rian Era rituals surround-

ing death, funerals, burial 
and mourning.

The program included 
a lecture that delved into 
topics such as the tradi-
tional mourning dress of 

the Victorian Era, super-
stitions about death, the 
lore surrounding stories of 
people being buried alive 
and the practice of taking 
photos of the dead.

Ballenas also told par-
ticipants about traditions 
specific to the cemetery, 
which dates back to the Vic-
torian Era. Ballenas said a 
bell would ring at the near-
by Long Island Rail Road 
station to signal to the care-
taker to get the horses and 
carriage and come to the 
station to pick up bodies.

“The number of bells 
determined the number of 
corpses,” he said, which 
was met with gasps from 
the audience.

Participants were also 
led on a walking tour of the 
cemetery, and later treated 
to a traditional Victorian 
funeral tea, which included 
samples of raisin pie and 
prune cakes, dishes served 
during funerals in that 

era.
Victoriana Day is not 

the only event held at the 
cemetery. Other programs 
include musical concerts, 
workshops and holiday cel-
ebrations.

Queens resident 
Roslyn Powell said she 
likes the programs offered 
at the cemetery and loved 
the grounds. Her husband, 
Lindwood, is buried in the 
Victorian section of the 
cemetery, and she said she 
tries to come to all the pro-
grams held there.

“The cemetery be-
comes a living place,” she 
said. “It gives me a reason 
to come here and smile.”

“It embraces and hon-
ors the dead, but also em-
braces and honors life,” she 
added.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Museum of Interesting Things Curator Denny Daniel demonstrates an antique phonograph at Maple 
Grove Cemetery’s Victoriana Day. Photo by Karen Frantz

Boro cemetery program explores Victorian funeral rituals
Maple Grove teaches participants about bygone traditions surrounding death, burial and mourning

COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-
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BY STEVE MOSCO

A school in Ridgewood 
will bear the name of a glass 
ceiling-shattering con-
gresswoman from Queens 
when it opens this fall.

Officials announced 
PS 290, currently in opera-
tion as IS 73 in Maspeth, 
will be renamed after for-
mer schoolteacher and 
Democratic vice presiden-
tial nominee Geraldine 
Ferraro when the building 
opens at the corner of Met-
ropolitan Avenue and Ton-
sor Street for the 2014-15 
school year.

State Assemblywom-
an Catherine Nolan (D-
Ridgewood) said Ferraro’s 
achievements are a les-
son to others, so naming a 
school after her is a fitting 
tribute to her legacy.

“I have championed 
both this school and this 
name from the begin-
ning and could think of no 
other person more fitting 
to have a school named 
in their honor,” she said. 
“Geraldine Ferraro was a 
great role model to me and 
countless other women in 
politics, a champion for 
our community, city and 
state, a wonderful member 
of Congress, teacher, law-
yer and an inspiration to 
us all.”

Ferraro, who died in 
2011 at the age of 75 follow-
ing a long battle with can-
cer, was previously honored 
with the renaming of the 
Long Island City post office 
in 2010. The intersection of 
Austin Street and Ascan 

Avenue in Forest Hills, 
close to where Ferraro once 
lived, was renamed “Geral-
dine Ferraro Way” in her 
memory in October.

She became a rising 
star in the national Demo-
cratic Party while in Con-
gress and during the 1984 
presidential campaign, the 
party’s nominee, former 
Vice President Walter Mon-
dale, chose Ferraro as his 
running mate.

The first woman to run 
for vice president on a ma-
jor party ticket and a Forest 
Hills congresswoman who 
championed Queens in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives for six years, Ferraro 
lived in the same Forest 
Hills Gardens house from 
the beginning of her con-
gressional career in 1978 
until the early 2000s.

After graduating from 
Fordham Law, Ferraro 
went on to become an as-
sistant district attorney 
in the Queens district at-
torney’s office, where she 
created a special victims 

bureau. While in Congress, 
she sponsored the Women’s 
Economic Equality Act and 
created a Flextime program 
for public employees.

In 1993, she was ap-
pointed as the U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
by then-President Bill Clin-
ton.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott said the 
new school, at 55-20 Met-
ropolitan Ave., will help 
to alleviate overcrowding 
in School District 24, spe-
cifically at nearby PS 71 in 
Ridgewood and PS 153 in 
Maspeth.

“I am thrilled to an-
nounce the name of this 
new campus after a con-
gresswoman who was a 
teacher at one point in her 
career and continues to be 
an inspiration to young-
sters around the country 
who are interested in pub-
lic service,” Walcott said. “I 
want to thank Cathy Nolan 
for her support of this new 
campus.”

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

Geraldine Ferraro’s name lives on as officials announced a new 
school in Ridgewood will bear her name.

Beloved pol’s name set 
for Ridgewood school

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

paid special attention to 
the proportion and scale of 
the building structure and 
applied designs that en-
hanced the appearance of 
the home such as balconies 
and dormer windows.

The other building was 

a medical office, recognized 
for its interior design. Hao 
used an arc-shaped ceiling 
to add a creative touch and 
used mirrors to amplify the 
visual field.

“For a magnificent 
public building, the appear-
ance is vital,” Hao said.

He uses his structural 
knowledge to lower the con-
struction cost of buildings 
he works on.

According to Hao, inte-
rior and exterior design are 
equally important to create 
an appealing space and en-
vironment. The future goal 
and direction of Hao and 
his company is to create 
value through the pursuit 
of design and use struc-
tural knowledge to create 
functional, economical and 
attractive spaces.

Continued from Page 27

Awards
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Bell Boulevard in Bay-
side has two Rite Aids, but 
if you are willing to travel 
a little farther north on the 
shopping strip, you will 
come across a pharmacy 
that offers some unique 
products you cannot find 
anywhere else.

Billing itself as a Eu-
ropean-style alternative to 
the citywide chain stores, 
Sterling Pharmacy car-
ries the Band-Aid and the 
Colgate brands you would 
expect to find on shelves 
all over Queens. But it also 
stocks a unique collection 
of organic and natural 
products attractive to to-
day’s conscientious con-
sumer.

“You can get your meds 
at any location and they’re 
all the same,” said supervis-
ing pharmacist and partner 
Chris Tsatsaronis. “I’d say 
half of what we have here 
you can find at a traditional 
pharmacy, and the other 
half is aimed at customers 
who are that much more 
aware of the benefits of nat-
ural products.”

Brands like Beyond 

Coastal — a line of sun-
care products developed 
by a skier and surfer who 
advocates for public health 
and environmental justice 
— are built around the 
premise of not only using 
natural ingredients, but 
also effectively labeling 
what goes into products.

“I firmly believe it’s ad-
vantageous to pay attention 
to not only what we ingest, 
but also what we put on our 
body,” Tsatsaronis said.

The shop carries 
brands like Lansinoh, a 
line of products for breast 
feeding mothers; MD 
Moms, high-quality skin 
care products for children; 
and Dr. Bronner’s, an 
eco-friendly line of soaps, 
balms and lotions.

Tsatsaronis said 
about nine out of 10 prod-
ucts he stocks come with 
refunds if a customer is 
unsatisfied.

Sterling also has a 

large display area dedicat-
ed to products by Melissa 
& Doug, an American toy 
manufacturer that makes 
old-fashioned playthings 
like coloring books, bub-
bles and ice cream cone 
play sets.

The pharmacy, which 
opened in early April, 
offers a service called 
“compounding” in which 
a pharmacist can change 
the form of a medication — 
say, from a pill to a liquid 

gel — for patients with spe-
cial needs.

The service is popu-
lar with customers order-
ing medications for pets or 
children, and Tsatsaronis 
said flavors like watermel-
on or grape can even be 
added to help youngsters 
take their meds.

He is also hoping that 
within the next few months 
Sterling will start offer-
ing delivery service to the 
greater Bayside area.

The pharmacy, at the 
corner of Bell Boulevard 
and 38th Avenue, is open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
day to Friday and from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays.

For more informa-
tion, call 718-224-7300 or 
visit sterlingpharmacyny.
com.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Bayside pharmacy offers natural products
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paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Club, according to a report 
in The New York Times.

Mansour would then 
self-finance the roughly 
$350 million, 25,000-seat 
stadium and begin play in 
2016 — plans he is expected 
to announce along with 
MLS and the Bloomberg 
administration within four 
to six week, the Times re-
ported.

But that news did not 
sit well with City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
released a statement blast-
ing Abu Dhabi as a country 
where homosexuality “is 
punishable by death.

“This is outrageous. 
This is also a country where 
gay and lesbian people 
could be subject to chemi-
cal castration,” Dromm, 
an openly gay politician, 
said in the statement. “It 
is totally unacceptable. I 
urge my colleagues in the 
City Council and elected 
officials across the state to 
join me in saying that New 
Yorkers won’t do business 
with a murderous regime 
and we won’t sell, trade or 
give away our public assets 
to those who discriminate 
and participate in human 
rights abuses.”

MLS declined to com-
ment directly on the report-
ed deal, saying only that the 
machinations of ownership 
would not be made public.

“While we are making 
progress on the New York 
expansion team, we have 
not finalized the ownership 
agreement,” a spokeswom-
an said. “Our discussions 
with potential ownership 
groups remain private.”

The controversial plan 
has drawn the ire of several 
park advocacy groups and 
faces some engineering ob-
stacles as well.

The 13-acre site would 
include what the league is 
calling a publicly acces-
sible berm under the stadi-
um, according to 2012 pre-
liminary plans supplied to 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in February.

One reason the berm 
might be necessary is the 
Flushing River, which still 
runs underground from 
the bay to Meadow Lake 
directly under where MLS 
wants to site the stadium.

In fact, a pair of large, 
clearly visible pipes carry 

water underground be-
tween the mouth of the 
Flushing River and into the 
Pool of Industry. The pipes 
then lead out of the pool on 
the southern end and then 
resurface about 100 yards 
away at the head of a small 
creek that flows into Mead-
ow Lake.

In 2004, the city Parks 
Department commissioned 
a study to map a vision for 
Flushing Meadows, which 
included possibly digging 
up the river and connecting 
Meadow and Willow lakes.

Reconfiguring the 
water structures was one 
of three major changes 
that the study found would 
significantly improve the 
park — along with getting 
rid of pavement and imper-
vious surfaces and making 
the park more accessible 
through traffic improve-
ments.

Continued from Page 1

Stadium

A rendering shows the location of an underground river beneath 
the Pool of Industry, where a member of the Abu Dhabi royal fam-
ily is reportedly hoping to build a $350 million soccer stadium. 

Image courtesy Parks Department

the Little Neck Community 
Association and the Little 
Neck Historical Society.

After leaving public 
office for more than two 
decades to raise his three 
children and focus on his 
practice, the Little Neck at-
torney said he was anxious 
to get back to serving his 
community in government.

“As a lifelong resi-
dent of northeast Queens, 
I have a deep affection for 
and keen understanding of 
what makes our neighbor-
hoods desirable places to 
live, work and raise a fam-
ily,” Duane said in a state-

ment. “I also have an ap-
preciation for the complex 
challenges we face — over-
development, quality-of-life 
issues and public servants 
who abuse our trust.”

After his arrest, the 
Council voted to strip Hal-
loran of all his commit-
tee assignments. Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) also said 
this week the Council 
Standards and Ethics Com-
mittee would investigate 
claims accusing the coun-
cilman of having affairs 
with former staffers, poten-
tially booting him from the 
Council altogether.

Duane said his cam-
paign would make it a point 
to counteract the cynicism 
Halloran’s scandal might 

incite in voters throughout 
the district.

“Hardworking New 
Yorkers who play by the 
rules too often have their 
voices drowned out by spe-
cial interests wielding a 
megaphone of big money 
and insider access,” Duane 
said. “My life’s work has 
been dedicated to taking on 
those special interests and 
leveling the playing field.” 

The 19th Council 
District spans northeast 
Queens and includes the 
neighborhoods of Little 
Neck, Bayside, Douglaston, 
North Flushing, Whites-
tone, Auburndale and Col-
lege Point.

Continued from Page 9

Duane
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time Batista arrived, ac-
cording to the newspaper.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
said the Standards and Eth-
ics Committee would ques-
tion Halloran’s current and 
past staff members in the 
ethics probe, which could 
ultimately result in his re-
moval from office after he 
was stripped of all assign-
ments. 

“Let me be clear.  If 
these new allegations 
against Council member 
Halloran are true, we will 
throw the book at him,” 
Quinn said at a news con-
ference in Throggs Neck 
Monday. “We have zero tol-
erance for sexual harass-
ment.”

Late last week the 
Queens Republican Party 
announced it would back 
Dennis Saffran, a Repub-
lican challenger, for Hal-
loran’s seat rather than the 
beleaguered councilman.

“This is a district we 
think we can hold and we 

want to put forward the best 
possible candidate,” said 
Robert Hornak, executive 
director of the Queens GOP. 
“We have to run competi-
tive races up and down the 
ticket and hopefully that is 
what we have found.”

Two days after the af-
fair allegations became 
public in the Post, Hal-
loran released a statement 
announcing he would not 
seek re-election so he could 
spend time fighting federal 
charges of bribery and cor-
ruption.

“Regrettably, I must 
now focus my attention 
on clearing my name and 
restoring my reputation, 
while I continue to dis-
charge my sworn duties as 
a member of the New York 
City Council,” Halloran 
said. “After much thought, 
I have concluded that it is 
impossible for me to proper-
ly do these things and take 
on the enormous demands 
of a political campaign, so 
I will not pursue another 
term in the Council.”

A grand jury indict-
ment accused Halloran and 
four other lawmakers of 
using bribery and fraud to 

procure state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) a spot on 
the GOP line for the upcom-
ing mayoral election.

Halloran and Smith 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges in federal court 
in White Plains last week 
along with Queens Repub-
lican Party Vice Chair-
man Vince Tabone, former 
Bronx Republican Chair-
man Joseph Savino, Spring 
Valley Mayor Noramie Jas-
min and Deputy Mayor Jo-

seph Desmaret.
“Our nation enshrines 

the presumption of inno-
cence for a reason, and I 
look forward to having my 
day in court, where I am 
confident that I will ulti-
mately be vindicated,” Hal-
loran said in the statement. 
“Now is the time I must 
work to that end.”

If convicted, Halloran 
and Smith face up to 45 
years in prison.

The race for Halloran’s 

northeast Queens 19th Dis-
trict seat has attracted 
more contenders since his 
April 2 arrest, with candi-
dates stepping up on both 
sides of the aisle.  

Chrissy Voskerichian, 
who resigned from Hal-
loran’s staff after he was in-
dicted, has thrown her hat 
into the ring for his seat.  
There were also rumors 
that Democrat Kevin Kim, 
who Halloran defeated 
back in 2009, may run for 
the spot.

Other Democrats who 
have been in the race in-
clude Paul Graziano, an 
activist and urban plan-
ning consultant; Austin 
Shafran, a former member 
of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration; Paul Val-
lone, an attorney, who ran 
for the seat in 2009; former 
state Assemblyman John 
Duane, who officially an-
nounced his intentions last 
week.

On the Republican 
side, Rudy S. Giuliani, a 
cousin of the former mayor 
with the same name, has 
been rumored to join Saf-
fran in vying for the seat.

 

City Councilman Dan Halloran (r.) and Meaghan Mapes on Election 
Night in 2009. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 1

Halloran

profits for costs related to 
the emergency response, 
repair work to public facil-
ities and other expenses.

In addition, the agen-
cy said debris removal is 
nearly 95 percent complete 
across the state and 55 
Queens families remain 
in FEMA’s Transitional 
Sheltering Assistance 
program, which temporar-
ily houses people in hotels 
as repair work is done to 
their homes — although 
the number of Queens 
families who are displaced 
might be much higher be-
cause many people opted 
to stay with relatives or 
friends or rent apartments. 
The program is currently 
extended until May 29. 

“New York has made 
tremendous progress in 
the six months since San-
dy,” Michael F. Byrne, FE-
MA’s federal coordinating 
officer for Hurricane San-
dy operations, said. “But 
the work is not done.”

Continued from Page 4

Sandy
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BY MIKE MORTON
 
Longtime Bryant soft-

ball Coach Walter Hausdorf 
isn’t surprised by the suc-
cess his team is enjoying 
this season.

The Owls currently sit 
tied for second in the PSAL 
Queens AA-II division 
with a 9-2 record, trailing 
only Construction. In the 
past few seasons, Bryant 
has struggled to advance 
past the top teams once the 
playoffs came around, but 
Hausdorf believes this is 
the year his team can fi-
nally win the elusive PSAL 
title.

“We can compete with 

anybody,” he said. “Wheth-
er you play a good game 
or not, that’s always going 
to be a factor. If we play as 
good as we could, I think 
we can play with anybody.”

The Owls have tested 
themselves early this sea-
son, facing off against mul-
tiple top teams in the divi-
sion. Bryant has beaten top 
opponents such as Cardozo 
and Francis Lewis and nar-
rowly lost to Construction 
1-0.

Bryant is led by a solid 
group of upperclassmen, 
starting with ace Tiffany 
Zecena. The senior pitcher 
has struck out 68 batters in 
46 innings, allowing only 

nine runs. She was the 
losing pitcher in Bryant’s 
game against Construc-
tion, dueling with the Red 
Hawks’ ace Britney Rodri-
guez, who is considered to 
be one of the top pitchers 
in the city. Zecena matched 
her pitch for pitch, striking 
out eight and allowing just 
one unearned run in the 
loss.

“I would consider Tif-
fany right there [with the 
best pitchers],” Hausdorf 
said.

In the field, the Owls 
look to seniors Ashley 
Torres-Littwin, Sarah 
Temkin and Anastasia 
Yankopolous to carry the 

team. Torres-Littwin and 
Temkin have played four 
years for Bryant, while 
Yankopolous boasts three 
years of experience. Tem-
kin, a prolific hitter, leads 
the team with four home 
runs and 20 RBIs.

“They’ve been through 
plenty,” Hausdorf said. 
“They’ve been through 
playoffs and a lot of tough 
games, so they know what 
it takes to make a long 
run through the playoffs. 
They’ve played a lot of 
tough games, and they’ve 
come through pretty good. 
It’s what you hope for as a 
coach to have that kind of 
experience.”

Bryant preps for playoffs
Softball team chases PSAL crown after success so far this season

Judges earn fi rst 
Penn Relay title

TERRIERS FALL TO XAVERIAN
St. Francis Prep’s Nick LoPrinzi takes a swing during the Terriers’ 9-4 loss to Xaverian at Cunningham Park last Friday. The defeat 
dropped St. Francis Prep to 8-2 in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens Class AA play and moved it into a three-way tie atop the division with 
Xaverian and Archbishop Molloy. Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Benjamin Cardozo 

added a piece of history to 
its storied girls’ track pro-
gram.

The team of Denise 
Branch, Deajah Stevens 
and Shaniqua Kirkpatrick 
won the prestigious Cham-
pionship of America dis-
tance medley relay at the 
Penn Relays April 25. It is 
the first time Cardozo or 
any one team from Queens 
has won at Penn and the 
first PSAL school to do so 
since 2002, when Boys & 
Girls won the crown.

“It was special,” Judg-
es Coach Gail Emmanuel 
said. “It was long overdue 
as far as we are concerned. 
We had the talent previ-
ously. We just weren’t able 
to, though.”

Cardozo won the race 
with a time of 11:45.69, more 
than 10 seconds better than 
second-place Germantown 
Friends of Philadelphia. 
Emmanuel said the key to 
the race was lead leg De-
nise Branch, who ran the 
1,200-meter leg in 3:36.9 and 
kept her team in the close 
third. The Judges believed 
if she did that they would 
have a good chance to win.

“She kept it close as 

planned and didn’t panic,” 
Emmanuel said. “She was 
able to keep it close enough 
for everything to play out 
the way it played out.”

Deajah Stevens, who is 
headed to South Carolina, 
took it from there. She put 
Cardozo in the lead for good 
with a 53.2 400-meter led. 
Shaniqua Kirkpatrick ran 
her 800 meters in 2:21.8 and 
handed Georgetown-bound 
senior Sabrina Southerland 
a comfortable lead. South-
erland ran the 1,600 leg in 
4:53.8 to secure the win.

“I just have to bring 
it home now,” she recalled 
thinking when she was 
handed the baton. “It was 
just like to stay and keep it 
up and not let anyone pass 
me.”

For Southland it was 
her first and final Penn 
Relays as a high school ath-
lete. She has been part of 
plenty of strong teams that 
have come close to win-
ning. Finally getting a vic-
tory was a great way to go 
out and leave a big mark on 
the program’s rich history.

“Since I was a fresh-
man I have been waiting 
for this,” Southerland said. 
“Being the first team peri-
od is such a great honor.”

The Cardozo distance medley relay runners and coaches 
celebrate their victory at the Penn Relays. 

Photo courtesy Gail Emmanuel
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Former Archbishop 

Molloy guard Russ Smith 
will return to the Univer-
sity of Louisville for his 
senior basketball season, 
he announced at the school 
last week.

It ended weeks of 
speculation of whether he 
would enter the NBA after 
leading the Cardinals to the 
national championship this 
season. His father, Russ Sr., 
said in early April that is 
son was going to turn pro. 
His son said he had been 
indecisive after the nation 
title game, changing his 
mind on a daily basis.

The 6-foot-1 Smith ul-
timately decided against 

going pro after consulting 
with Cardinals Coach Rick 
Pitino, who discussed his 
standing in the draft with 
NBA executives. He was 
slotted to be a second-round 
pick. Smith talked about 
missing his teammates too 
much and needing to ma-
ture as a player and person 
before starting the next 
stage of his life.

“The pros of staying 
were so much better then 
the pros of leaving,” he 
said. “What was crazy was 
all my pros that I put down 
for me leaving were very 
immature.”

Pitino said league ex-
ecutives want to see a dif-
ferent Russ Smith from 
the one who became one of 

the premier guards in the 
nation. He averaged 18.7 
points per game this sea-

son, including 22.3 in six 
NCAA tournament games. 
Smith will need to add mus-

cle, improve his shot selec-
tion and get a better assist 
to turnover ration if he is to 

be a point guard and a first 
round pick in the NBA.

“I personally think he 
will be,” Pitino said. “He’s 
just got to alter his game. 
Fifty percent of the altering 
is my choice. I asked him to 
score.”

There is also an added 
incentive to Smith staying 
in school. He would become 
the first person in his fami-
ly to graduate from college. 
He wants to be a first-team 
All-American and help the 
Cardinals defend their na-
tional championship.

“I love to win,” Smith 
said. “With the group we 
have coming back I want to 
go out as a winner as well 
as get my degree.”
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Former Molloy guard delays pro hoops career for school

Beach Channel lacrosse fi nds success after Sandy
Dolphins rise to near top of league standings despite struggles post storm and departure of coach

The Beach Channel 
girls’ lacrosse program con-
tinues to thrive this season 
under less than ideal condi-
tions.

The Dolphins began 
the year losing the only 
coach they had ever known 
when Sam Innes left the 
school and moved to Cali-
fornia. Things didn’t get 
easier for first-year Coach 
Eric Wozniak when Hur-
ricane Sandy hit the Beach 
Channel area hard in late 
October. The superstorm 
left the school’s field still 
unplayable and left play-
ers initially displaced from 
their homes.

Instead of deterring 
them, it only added motiva-
tion for this season.

“We strived to play 
harder,” senior midfielder 
Tashawna Reid said. “We 
just have to do our best.”

Beach Channel (8-1) 
has persevered through 
it all and remains one of 

the top teams in the PSAL 
Championship Division. It 
was its lone unbeaten team 
until a 10-5 loss to Midwood 
April 26 without starting 
goalkeeper Tianna Parkes, 
who was on a college visit. 
Beach Channel also owns a 
win over league power Tot-
tenville.

“Their attitude is 
amazing,” said Wozniak, 
who played lacrosse at St. 
John the Baptist (L.I.). 
“They really strive to win.”

Innes built a culture of 
winning at the school after 
starting the program from 
the ground up. He began 
the program in 2005 and 
led it to two PSAL Class A 
city titles. Innes, however, 
thought it was time to step 
away from teaching and 
coaching and pursue a de-
gree in his first love: archi-
tecture and design.

Innes still commu-
nicates frequently with 
Wozniak about the team. 
Innes helped him out when 
Wozniak took over by pro-
viding the new coach with 
the basic plays the girls had 
learned. 

Wozniak, who is 
grateful for the help, usu-
ally speaks with this pre-

decessor about every game. 
Innes feels the club is in 
good hands.

“He’s taken on a love 
of the girls and his heart is 
in the right place, and I am 
thrilled about that,” he said 
of Wozniak.

His players were sad to 
see him go, saying it hurt, 
but they think their chem-
istry with Wozniak is grow-
ing and admire the way he 
has handled the team.

“People have to have 
courage to come into a 
team that had a coach for 
the whole time,” Reid said.

There have been other 
obstacles, too. The team 
has been forced to practice 
in the gym, on the outside 
concrete basketball courts 
and on the school’s softball 
field because of the damage 
to the football field.

Beach Channel plays 
its home games at nearby 
Aviator Sports Complex 
and its JV and varsity are 
sharing uniforms because 
the varsity’s new ones have 
not arrived.

“We have to make it 
work,” Reid said.

So far they have just 
fine.

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

Louisville guard Russ Smith plans to return to the University of Louisville for his senior year instead 
of entering the NBA draft. AP Photo/Michael Conroy

Beach Channel’s Tashawa Reid (r.) brings the ball up the field. Photo by William Thomas
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Hilltoppers seek strong fi nish 
after inconsistent campaign

BY MIKE MORTON
 
Saturday was one of 

mixed emotions for the 
St. John’s men’s lacrosse 
team.

That afternoon, the 
Red Storm defeated Mar-
quette 15-10 to give them 
their highest win total 
since the program’s rein-
statement in 2005.

But just hours after 
their victory, they watched 
Georgetown eliminate 
them from the Big East 
Championship tournament 
when the Hoyas defeated 
Rutgers 15-7.

The win gave George-
town (6-8, 3-3) an identi-
cal conference record to 
St. John’s (9-4, 3-3), but an 
April 6 victory over the Red 
Storm gave the Hoyas the 
tiebreaker to earn the final 
spot. St. John’s lost in last 
year’s title game.

Earlier in the day, St. 
John’s delivered a strong 
performance against the 
Golden Eagles (5-7) despite 
its future being out of its 
hands. The Red Storm vic-
tory marked just the sec-
ond time in the school’s his-
tory that they reached nine 
wins. Doing it on Senior 
Day only made it sweeter.

“It was really fitting 
for this class,” seventh-year 
Coach Jason Miller said. 
“They’ve dealt with a ton 
of adversity. They’ve never 

stopped fighting. This was 
an unbelievable way to 
send them off.”

Senior goalie Jeff 
Lowman embodied his 
coach’s feelings in his per-
formance. He allowed just 
three goals in the second 
half, collecting eight of his 
14 total saves, after having 
an inconsistent start to the 
game.

“We weren’t giving 
them as many second 
chances, so it helped out a 
lot,” he said.

St. John’s struggled to 
contain Marquette’s Con-
nor Bernal in the opening 
minutes. The midfielder 
scored all three of his goals 
for the game in the first 
quarter to lead the Golden 
Eagles to an early 3-2 lead.

The Red Storm re-
bounded in the second 
quarter, however, and 
reeled off six straight goals 
to give them an 8-3 lead that 
they would never look back 
from.

McArdle, the second 
leading total points scorer 
in college lacrosse, de-
livered four goals for St. 
John’s, including three in 
the second half. On Friday, 
McArdle was named one 
of the 25 finalists for the 
Tewaaraton Award, which 
is given to the nation’s top 
player.

“That’s awesome [to be 
nominated],” he said. “All 

the hard work throughout 
the season and throughout 
the years with everyone 
pushing me hard paid off.”

Keith Switzer also 
scored four goals for the 
Red Storm.

The two juniors deliv-
ered strong performances 
despite the thought of the 
Rutgers and Georgetown 
game in the back of their 
minds. Miller stressed all 
week throughout practice 
to not worry about what 
you can’t control, and in-
stead excel in what you can, 
he said.

“We wanted to have 
our best game today,” 
McArdle said. “We were 
stressing that the whole 
week in practice that we 
wanted to have the best 
game this week so that next 
week if we’re playing we 
can come out there and re-
ally show it.”

Unfortunately for him, 
he will not get that chance. 
That doesn’t stop McArdle 
from viewing this season 
as a success after pick-
ing up wins over top pro-
grams like Notre Dame and 
Hofstra, though.

“Nine wins is the most 
since we’ve been reinstat-
ed,” McArdle said. “There 
was a lot of positives this 
season, so making the play-
offs isn’t going to define 
this season.”

St. John’s senior goalie Jeff Loman protects the goal. Loman made 14 saves in a win over Marquette. 
Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

SJU beats Marquette 
in Senior Day victory

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mary Louis Coach 

Ginny Peiser has had a 
hard time evaluating her 
softball team this season.

The Hilltoppers start-
ed out slow, especially with 
the bats, during the cold 
weather of March. As it 
grew warmer, their lineup 
heated up and claimed 
wins over Archbishop Mol-
loy and division power St. 
Francis Prep. Putting it all 
together consistently has 
been the problem with a 
roster of players stepping 
into new and bigger roles.

“We are very inconsis-
tent on both ends, defense 
and offense,” Peiser said. 
“We will have a couple 
[players] be hot, but not at 
the same time. So we are 
not getting that big hit.”

The biggest change has 
been the awakening of their 
bats, after going scoreless 
in their first three league 
games. Peiser said limited 
practices outside hurt them 
and the Hilltoppers don’t 
have a gym that allows 
them to take indoor batting 
practice. Since the weather 
and practices improved, the 
offense has clicked. TMLA 
scored six runs in the wins 
over St. Francis Prep and 
Molloy and hung tough in 
all three games with Font-
bonne Hall.

“It’s really been a 
tough season to practice for 
every team,” Peiser said. “I 
think we are a little more 
hurt ... because we don’t 

have an indoor facility to 
use.”

Senior third base-
man Sam Rossi and junior 
catcher Katherine Barbaro 
have been two of the team’s 
most consistent hitters. 
Louisa Conway is coming 
out of a slump along with 
Nicole Hubert, who hit a 
grand slam in a recent loss 
to Christ the King.

Hubert, who is in her 
third year in the circle, 
has been brilliant at times, 
including an 18-strikeout 
performance in a no-hitter 
against Francis Lewis, but 
has been hit harder than 

Peiser expected. Her strike-
outs are still coming at a 
strong clip.

Peiser knows there is 
still time for things to come 
together for the playoffs as 
all the pieces for success 
have been there at different 
points in the season. She is 
waiting for her lineup to be 
completely healthy, as inju-
ries have caused people to 
be in and out and require 
some reshuffling. They are 
getting healthy at the right 
time.

“Everybody is back, 
everybody seems OK,” 
Peiser said.

Mary Louis softball Coach Ginny Peiser hopes her players can re-
cover from injuries and the team can get back on track in time for 
the playoffs. Photo by An Rong Xu
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ria staff, can already see a 
marked difference in the 
children’s attitude since 
implementing vegetar-
ian meals when the school 
opened.

Groff credits an inven-
tive team in the school’s 
kitchen for coming up with 
lunch options that are both 
healthy and tasty.

Irma Gianna, who 

started as a kitchen man-
ager at the school and has 
since been promoted to a 
regional training manager 
responsible for instruct-
ing cafeteria employees 
throughout Queens, said 
she knows firsthand that 
healthy food makes a 
healthy brain.

“The kids pay more at-
tention and they have more 
energy,” she said. “It is not 
bad energy like from sugar. 
It keeps their brain alert 
and they are able to do bet-
ter in class.”

Officials said they 
believe other schools will 
see what PS 244 has done 
and implement their own 
healthy lunch options.

“We are sure that 
with time and understand-
ing of the powerful impact 
of whole foods and plant-
based nutrition on disease 
prevention and learning, 
that PS 244 will be the first 
of many schools to adopt 
a vegetarian menu,” said 
Amie Hamlin, executive 
director of the Coalition for 
Healthy School Food.

As he sat down to enjoy 
lunch with the children, 
Walcott revealed a healthy 
secret to their eager ears.

“I haven’t had ice 
cream in 25 years,” he said. 
“I don’t even remember 
what it tastes like.”

The children shook off 
that shocking revelation 
and returned their focus 
to servings of black bean 
cheddar quesadillas and 
red roasted potatoes.
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storm, the National Guard 
staff sergeant heard from 
his landlord that there were 
no plans to repair the house 
they had rented for 12 years 
on East 10th Road.

So the Seims began 
searching for another place 
to live in Broad Channel 
to be close to PS 47, where 
their  9-year-old son Frank 
attends school.

Since December, 
the family has rented an 
apartment on Beach 123rd 
Street in Belle Harbor . On 
Wednesday, they packed 
their belongings into a 
moving truck with help 
from Mormon volunteers 
en route to 18th Street and 
Channel Road.

“We’re still trying to 
pick up the pieces,” he said. 
“It’s happening, slowly but 
surely. Money is a factor.”

The Rockaway apart-

ment, which they share 
with one of Frank’s two old-
er sisters, had cost $1,500 a 
month, nearly double the 
amount they paid in Broad 
Channel. And to move back 
to Broad Channel will cost 
even more each month.

The Seims said they 
received some Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency funds, which they 
used to replace their furni-
ture, and praised volunteer 
groups like the Tzu Chi 
Foundation, which gave 
out $600 gift cards, as well 
as family, friends and co-
workers, who provided food 
and supplies immediately 
after Sandy.

But the family remains 
in limbo.

“We still feel like we 
are looking for a home,” 
Seim’s wife Karen said. 
“Some people just don’t get 
how we six months later ... 
we are still struggling.”

She hopes to get a part-
time job after the family re-

turned to Broad Channel to 
help with the credit cards 
and mounting bills.

Francis Seim, who was 
deployed to Iraq in 2006 
with the 773rd Transporta-
tion Co. based in Fort Tot-
ten, recently received word 
that the unit he is transfer-
ring to — the 465th Trans-
portation Co. in Pennsyl-
vania — is scheduled to 
deploy to Afghanistan in 
February. His wife worries 
for his safety after he spent 
his time in Iraq hauling 
fuel, cargo vehicles and am-
munition and was not able 
to call home sometimes for 
days at a time.

“You name it, we 
hauled it,” he said.

Francis Seim said he 
drove 14,298 miles in total 
throughout the country.

Karen Seim hopes her 
husband will be barred 
from deploying because of 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order, but Francis Seim is 
looking at his service in a 

different light.
“I want to go because 

we need the money. The 
money that I’m going to 
make over there will hope-
fully pull us out of some of 
the debt,” he said.

Yet the Seims believe 
they are among the luckier 
families in Broad Channel.

On the morning of Oct. 
29, 2012, Karen Seim and 
young Frank went to stay 
with her daughter in the 
Rockaways , while Francis 
Seim remained at home in 
Broad Channel. He woke up 
to water soaking the rug on 
the first floor of their home.  
He put on a bathing suit 
and flip-flops and waded to 
a neighbor’s house. From 
the water line he saw after-
ward, Francis estimated 
that more than 7 feet of wa-
ter filled the house.

“If something like 
Sandy happens again, we 
are definitely getting out of 
New York,” he said.
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MTA moves more shuttle 
buses to peak times and 
reduces the total number 
of runs from 94 runs to 75 
daily and by 40 percent on 
weekends, a change slated 
to go into effect last week.

Before Superstorm 
Sandy, Brown estimated 
her commute at about an 
hour from the Beach 36th 
Street stop to Chambers 
Street.

“[The A train] is the 
only train line we have in 
our community and that 
is so vital. It is our liveli-
hood,” she said.

For Oloruntoba, the 
post-Sandy commute to and 
from his job as a software 
developer for JPMorgan 
takes close to the same 
amount of time as it did six 
months ago, but the route 
now costs him nearly twice 
as much and includes an 
eight-block walk.

He leaves his house 
each morning between 6:15 
and 6:20 and drives about 3 
miles to a free lot for riders 
of the Seatreak, which be-
gan collecting passengers 
at Beach 108th Street for 
the trip to Manhattan and 
Brooklyn in November fol-
lowing the storm.

“There are tricks to 
get past the traffic and 
try to make it on time,” he 
said, while crawling along 
Beach Channel Boulevard 
last week.

The ferry, which costs 
$2 each way, travels around 
the southern tip of Brooklyn 
and docks first at Pier 11/
Wall Street, where Olorun-
toba begins his 10-minute 
walk to the No. 4 train at the 
Wall Street stop. Once on 
the train, it is about 15 to 20 
minutes to travel four stops 
to Grand Central Termi-

nal. He navigates through 
the throngs of other com-
muters at the major transit 
hub and walks another two 
blocks to his job.

“I opted to take the 
ferry even though that was 
slightly more expensive. It 
got me to work much quick-
er than the cheaper option,” 
he said.

Oloruntoba, 27, said he 
tested the commute via the 
shuttle bus to the A train 
in Howard Beach several 
times.

“The shuttle goes 
through the Five Towns 
area in Long Island to 
get to Howard Beach, and 
there is always traffic and 
congestion around this 
time,” he said. “After the 
storm, and I was back [in 
the Rockaways], my first at-
tempt was to try that route 
but that didn’t work out too 
well because it was taking 
two plus hours easily, con-
sistently.”

Normally, his morning 
travel route would be to get 
on the A train at Beach 44th 
Street in Far Rockaway 
and transfer to the No. 4 or 
5 train at Fulton Street.

In total, Oloruntoba 
estimated that trip prior 
to Superstorm Sandy to 
be between an hour and 15 
minutes and an hour and 45 
minutes, if there were de-
lays along the route.

He envisioned testing a 
different alternative before 
the A train is scheduled to 
be reinstated in June: the 
Q53 bus from Rockaway 
Park to Woodhaven Boule-
vard and Jamaica Avenue, 
where the J and Z trains 
stop.

“I should probably try 
that just to see how much 
it costs, how long it takes, 
just to weigh all of those 
to see which reduces the 
commute as much as pos-
sible without breaking the 
bank,” he said.
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an interest rate of 13 per-
cent. He described this 
as a good rate, even with 
the strings attached: he 
had to pay a year’s inter-
est up front and faces a 
deadline to pay the money 
within a year with no pos-

sibility of an extension.
“It’s not enough to get the 
place operating again, but 
it’s enough to get the con-
tractor back on the job and 
start working,” he said. 

Kaskel is currently ap-
plying for a disaster loan 
from the Small Business 
Administration.

“I’m not in a position 
to afford something like 
what I need to do without 

some serious government 
help,” he said.

He hopes a loan will 
help provide the funds 
needed to make the more 
repairs. 

“Now there is a re-
ally big push to get back on 
track to fixing the building 
itself, now that the building 
is solid, and the amount of 
work is really tremendous,” 
he said.

Kaskel said what his 
business needs most is 
money. He has organized 
several fund-raisers - in 
Manhattan in Long Island 
- mostly as promotional 
events. 

“It’s really at that $1.3 
to $1.5 [million] plus range 
that I need to find just to 
reopen,” he said. “Making 
a couple of thousand bucks 
at most for a fund-raiser or 

two, that doesn’t touch that 
kind of number.”

Kaskel explained he 
does not want to look for 
money within the Rock-
aways because many of his 
neighbors are struggling 
just as he is.

“Everybody has been 
hurt so hard,” he said.

Still, the Rockaways 
need businesses - his and 
others - to return to help 

revitalize the peninsula, he 
believes.

On Sunday, Metta 
Kaskel gave this reporter 
a quick tour of Thai Rock’s 
gutted interior and back 
deck, pausing to look at 
water lapping the pillars 
of the Cross Bay Memorial 
Bridge.

“When there is a sun-
set, it’s just beautiful,” 
said. 

Continued from Page 5
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issues brought up by com-
munity members.

When asked why 

the DOE could not build 
schools where trailers are 
currently used, Walcott 
said in a severely over-
crowded district it is hard 
to find a place to put the 
students during construc-
tion.

He also responded to 
concerns that the DOE is 
not open about the pro-
cess.

“We believe in trans-
parency, but at some point 
we have to go a little dark,” 
he said. “In negotiations 

you have to be strategic 
about the way you negoti-
ate.”

The next task force 
meeting will be scheduled 
near the end of May.

Continued from Page 18
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   


