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BY JOE ANUTA

Seemingly normal parking 
signs along a stretch of road in 

the College Point Corporate Park 
have actually been installed by a 
vehicular vigilante who rips out 
the city’s “no parking” notices 

as soon as they are installed, 
frustrated city officials said at a 
recent meeting with Community 
Board 7.

The responsible party has 
long been bedeviling the city De-
partment of Transportation’s ef-
forts to keep cars off the streets, 
according to CB 7 Chairman 
Gene Kelty, who questioned a 
DOT representative last week 
as to why parked cars have re-
turned to 31st Avenue between 
College Point Boulevard and the 
Whitestone Expressway south-
bound service road.

“It’s setting a bad precedent 
because all of the buildings in 
the park are supposed to have 
parking on-site,” Kelty said at 
an April 25 meeting, referring 
to the zoning that regulates the 
commercial area and prohibits 
parking on all roads in the  550-
acre area.

A DOT representative, Al 
Silvestri, told Kelty that some-
one had removed the no parking 
signs and replaced them with 
signs indicating that parking is 
legal on much of the street.

So why, Kelty asked, did 
DOT not simply install signs 
higher in the air to make them 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Some Queens lawmakers 

were not happy after hearing that 
a member of the Abu Dhabi royal 
family will soon announce his 
plan to fund a soccer stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Sheik Mansour bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan, a billionaire who al-
ready owns an English soccer 
team, Manchester City, intends to 
pay $100 million to Major League 
Soccer to purchase its 20th fran-
chise team, which will likely be 
called New York City Football 
Club, according to a report in The 
New York Times.

Mansour would then self-
finance the roughly $350 million, 
25,000-seat stadium and begin 
play in 2016 — plans he is expect-
ed to announce along with MLS 
and the Bloomberg administra-
tion within four to six week, the 
Times reported.

But that news did not sit well 
with City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), who 
released a statement blasting Abu 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Mixed greens and chickpeas replaced 
miscellaneous chicken parts on the menu 
as children at a Flushing elementary 
school welcomed a special guest to share 
a healthy lunch.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott joined third-graders at PS 244, 
the Active Learning Elementary School, 
at 137-20 Franklin Ave., in the cafeteria 
Tuesday to celebrate the city’s first all-
vegetarian school menu. Some even claim 
it’s the first in the country.

“It is great to see a school instilling 
healthy eating habits in children at such 
an early age,” said Walcott. “By eliminat-
ing sugary sodas and juices and by not 
frying food, we are helping our children 
succeed academically and physically.”

Partnering with the New York Coali-
tion for Healthy School Food, PS 244 ex-
panded its vegetarian menu to five days a 
week. The menu now reads like a fine din-
ing restaurant rather than a school caf-
eteria, with healthy recipes like roasted 
chickpeas, braised black beans with plan-

Stolen signs perplex city offi cials
DOT says poles with ‘no parking’ markers ripped out of ground in College Pt.

BATTLE OF THE BICEPS
Jason Vale of Queens Village uses his weight to give himself more force during the 36th NYC Big Apple Grapple 
International, held at Cheap Shots Sports Bar in Kew Gardens Hills. See coverage on Pages 3, 13. 

Photo by Christina SantucciContinued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Sheik’s soccer 
stadium plan 

draws pols’ ire

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They live just 16 blocks apart, but Far 
Rockaway residents Devaney Brown and 
Abisoye Oloruntoba have chosen different 
ways to commute to lower Manhattan in 
the six months following Superstorm San-
dy. Subway service into and out of the Rock-

Devaney Brown (c.) reads as she rides the shut-
tle bus from Mott Avenue to Howard Beach. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Sandy tests 
A line riders

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 10

School serves up city’s fi rst all-veggie menu
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

harder to steal?
“They’re ripping out 

the poles, Gene,” Silvestri 
replied.

That afternoon, 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
visited 31st Avenue, which 
was lined on both sides 
with cars.

Along much of 31st 
Avenue in front of Crys-
tal Windows and Doors, 
not a single sign indicated 
whether parking was per-

mitted. About two-thirds of 
the way down the street, a 
sign indicated that parking 
was prohibited only closer 
to College Point Boulevard.

But upon closer exami-
nation of the sign, circular 
scrape  marks were visible 
around the bolts that af-
fixed it to the post, sug-
gesting it may have been 
removed from somewhere 
else.

Other signs that ap-
peared to allow parking 
on the street were nailed 
to telephone poles. In one 
case, the sign was posted 

directly above a broken 
corner of another parking 
sign that appeared to have 
been ripped from the pole.

In order to catch the 
culprit, Kelty suggested 
contacting Consolidated 
Edison and asking the util-
ity to install a camera at 
the entrance to its nearby 
facility.

DOT said the agency is 
responding to the request 
from CB 7, and will be in-
specting the location again. 
The agency will make any 
necessary adjustments as 
needed.

tains, tofu vegetable wraps 
with cucumber salad, veg-
etarian chili with brown 
rice, falafel and roasted 
tofu with Asian sesame 
sauce.

The school, which 
opened in 2008, began of-
fering a vegetarian lunch 
three times a week and then 
increased it to four times 
per week. Robert Groff, the 
school’s principal, said de-
mand was so high that of-
ficials decided to make it a 
daily meal program.

“We discovered early 
on that our kids were gravi-
tating toward our vegetar-
ian offerings and we kept 
expanding the program 
to meet the demand,” said 
Groff, one of the school’s 
founders. “The vegetarian 
menu fits right in with our 
mission and we are thrilled 
that our students in pre-
kindergarten all the way 
up to Grade 3 understand 

the importance of healthy 
and nutritious meals.”

And officials at the 
school, including cafete-
ria staff, can already see a 
marked difference in the 
children’s attitude since 
implementing vegetar-
ian meals when the school 
opened.

Groff credits an inven-
tive team in the school’s 
kitchen for coming up with 
lunch options that are both 
healthy and tasty.

Irma Gianna, who 
started as a kitchen man-
ager at the school and has 
since been promoted to a 
regional training manager 
responsible for instruct-
ing cafeteria employees 
throughout Queens, said 
she knows firsthand that 
healthy food makes a 
healthy brain.

“The kids pay more at-
tention and they have more 
energy,” she said. “It is not 
bad energy like from sugar. 
It keeps their brain alert 
and they are able to do bet-
ter in class.”

Officials said they 
believe other schools will 
see what PS 244 has done 
and implement their own 
healthy lunch options.

“We are sure that 
with time and understand-
ing of the powerful impact 
of whole foods and plant-
based nutrition on disease 
prevention and learning, 
that PS 244 will be the first 
of many schools to adopt 
a vegetarian menu,” said 
Amie Hamlin, executive 
director of the Coalition for 
Healthy School Food.

As he sat down to enjoy 
lunch with the children, 
Walcott revealed a healthy 
secret to their eager ears.

“I haven’t had ice 
cream in 25 years,” he said. 
“I don’t even remember 
what it tastes like.”

The children shook off 
that shocking revelation 
and returned their focus 
to servings of black bean 
cheddar quesadillas and 
red roasted potatoes.

Dhabi as a country where 
homosexuality “is punish-
able by death.

“This is outrageous. 
This is also a country where 
gay and lesbian people 
could be subject to chemi-
cal castration,” Dromm, 
an openly gay politician, 
said in the statement. “It 
is totally unacceptable. I 
urge my colleagues in the 
City Council and elected 
officials across the state to 
join me in saying that New 

Yorkers won’t do business 
with a murderous regime 
and we won’t sell, trade or 
give away our public assets 
to those who discriminate 
and participate in human 
rights abuses.”

MLS declined to com-
ment directly on the report-
ed deal, saying only that the 
machinations of ownership 
would not be made public.

“While we are making 
progress on the New York 
expansion team, we have 
not finalized the ownership 
agreement,” a spokeswom-
an said. “Our discussions 
with potential ownership 
groups remain private.”

The controversial plan 
has drawn the ire of several 
park advocacy groups and 
faces some engineering ob-
stacles as well.

The 13-acre site would 
include what the league is 
calling a publicly acces-
sible berm under the stadi-
um, according to 2012 pre-
liminary plans supplied to 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in February.

One reason the berm 
might be necessary is the 
Flushing River, which still 
runs underground from 
the bay to Meadow Lake 
directly under where MLS 
wants to site the stadium.

Continued from Page 1

Signs

Continued from Page 1

Veggies

Continued from Page 1

Stadium
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Jamaica 
Park 
DENTAL
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718)657-5100           

$200
TAKE HOME 
ZOOM 

WHITENING
Offer cannot be combined.

$650
NEW FLEXIBLE 

DENTURE
Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

$600
NEW ACRYLIC 

DENTURES
Full or Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

Late Evening Hours - Wednesday and Thursday 8am-8pm
AOA Sterilization procedure strictly followed

We accept these and many other major insurances: Metlife, Delta, Aetna, Guardian, Cigna, UFT, PBA, United Healthcare, Medicaid, Health First, GHI, 
CSEA, Fidelis, Neighborhood, 1199, DC37, Blue Cross, Healthplex, Columbia Dental, Qualident, Eastern Dental, Signature, SIDS and many other union 
plans. Call to find out.

 Replace your missing   
 teeth with Implant 
 supported permanent   
 Bridge
 $1,699 includes the implant  
 abutment and the ceramic  
 crown (all made in USA)

 Fix your smile with all 
 ceramic crowns or 
 laminates for 
 $600 per tooth.

Get red off your lose 
 dentures with Implant 
 supported dentures

Full Mouth Dental 
 Rehabilitations 
 with Dental Implant

 FREE CONSULTATION

All Phases of Dentistry including Filling, Implants, 
Cosmetic, Root Canal, Crown and Dentures

BY STEVE MOSCO

Life after college is 
often filled with odd jobs, 
student loan payments and 
massive debt, and even if a 
student lands a job in his or 
her chosen career, it does 
not guarantee a substan-
tial payday or even a living 
wage.

But one well-known 
company in South Ozone 
Park decided to prepare 
young people for life after 
school by hosting a career 
day at its facility.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City welcomed 
more than 50 students from 
five area colleges and pre-
sented the career seekers 
with an inside look at a suc-
cessful business. The stu-
dents, from colleges includ-
ing LaGuardia Community 
College, Long Island Busi-
ness Institute, New York 
Institute of Technology, St. 
John’s University and York 

College, toured the casino 
and were given an oppor-
tunity to speak with an ex-
ecutive team ready to dish 
out useful advice on how to 
make the most of one’s em-
ployment.

“If you go to work ev-
ery day and you are not 
passionate about it, you are 
not going to make it, you 
are not going to succeed,” 
said Missy Lawrence, vice 

president of marketing at 
Resorts World at the Aque-
duct Racetrack, at 110-00 
Rockaway Blvd. “It cannot 
just be about your biweekly 
paycheck — there has to be 
passion in what you do for 
a living.”

Lawrence said it is im-
portant for young people 
to learn to say one simple 
word: sure. That word, ac-
cording to Lawrence, opens 

the door to new challenges 
and shows superiors that 
an employee is willing to 
absorb new skills.

“Along the way some-
one is going to ask you to do 
something that you’ve nev-
er done before,” she said. 
“You have to learn to say 
sure because it just might 
get you to the next level. 
Opportunities will appear 
every day and you have to 

learn to look for them and 
recognize them when they 
appear.”

These opportunities 
should be seized even if it 
does not seem to match up 
perfectly to one’s career 
path, according to Law-
rence. Many of the students 
in attendance understood 
that notion, including Ber-
nadette Roszik, 21, a junior 
at St. John’s University in 
Flushing.

The young woman, 
originally from the small 
town of Pepperell, Mass., is 
working toward a career in 
fashion, but believes a well-
rounded skill set is what 
employers want.

“I’m going to apply to 
Resorts World after I grad-
uate,” she said. “I’d like to 
try something in customer 
services that allows me to 
work with many different 
kinds of people.”

Networking is of the 
utmost importance in 

moving a career beyond 
the ranks of a typical job. 
Christian Goode, chief fi-
nancial officer of Resorts 
World, said networking can 
act as the catalyst to set off 
a young person’s career.

“Human capital is our 
most important resource,” 
he said. “As we continue to 
grow we are always looking 
for the next crop of employ-
ees.”

And that next crop 
of employees is currently 
working hard at area col-
leges, according to James 
Giordano, professor and 
director of travel, tourism 
and hospitality manage-
ment at LaGuardia Com-
munity College.

“I tell my students to 
see themselves as a profes-
sional in whatever job they 
are trying to get,” he said. 
“This way they don’t have 
to worry about transition-
ing from school to the real 
world.”

Job seekers from colleges throughout Queens participate in a career day event at Resorts World. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Borough college students visit Resorts World career day
Young professionals learn about job skills in the hospitality busines from experienced casino staff
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at Best Friends in Bedford, 
NY.

Then there is  Mr. 
O’Malley , a 6- or 7-year-
old Chow mix picked up in 
Rockaway Beach and now 
being held at Aberdeen Ken-
nels in Frederick, Pa., as 
well as  Odee , a brindle and 
white American Stafford-
shire Terrier mix found in 
Far Rockaway and brought 
to  Animal Care & Control ’s 
Brooklyn location in Feb-
ruary. Lane worries that 
Odee could be euthanized if 
not adopted soon.

“I would guess some-
body took him in and just 

couldn’t take him and took 
him to the shelter,” she 
said.

Two-year-old  Tuna , a 
black and white tuxedo cat, 
is up for adoption through 
 Infinite Hope Animal Res-
cue Group  in Brooklyn, 
after her Rockaway own-
ers were given housing 
that didn’t allow for pets. 
Two other cats in the house 
where Tuna lived drowned 
when flood waters surged 
during Sandy.

And a pair of Calico 
cats –  Amy  and  Angie  – are 
also being housed at Infi-
nite Hope after spending 
two weeks following Sandy 
in a partially flooded home 
in Far Rockaway. 

aways remains suspended 
as repairs are made on the 
A line to damage sustained 
during the storm.

Even before Sandy, 
both Brown and Olorunto-
ba spent at least two hours 
in transit, but over the past 
six months, their trips have 
required additional time 
and money without access 
to the A train.

The superstorm 
wreaked havoc on the line 
with breaches to the 70-foot-
wide strip of land on which 
the tracks rest in two loca-
tions crossing over Jamai-
ca Bay and left thousands 
of tons of debris in its wake. 
Transit officials estimate 
that the A train’s tracks 
were covered with about 4 
feet of water.

With the Rockaway 
leg of the A train servic-
ing about 30,000 riders a 
day before the storm, the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority launched a 
shuttle bus service from the 
peninsula to the subway’s 
Howard Beach station in 
November.

Brown, a 23-year-old 
Borough of Manhattan 
Community College stu-
dent, rises around 5 a.m. 
each morning and catches 
the Q22 bus one block away 
around 6:15 a.m. to Mott Av-
enue, where she then trans-
fers to a shuttle bus to the 
Howard Beach A train sta-
tion. The Q22 runs east-west 
within the Rockaways.

From there, it is 14 

stops on the express A 
train, before she arrives at 
Chambers Street and walks 
four blocks to get to her 8 
a.m. biology class. When 
the train is running local, 
there are 23 stops between 
Chambers Street and How-
ard Beach.

“Add an extra half 
hour onto your ride when 
the train is running lo-
cal,” she said of the train 
trip, which normally takes 
about an hour.

To be sure she arrives 
on time, Brown should 
leave two hours for her 
commute, which some days 
she must make two or three 
times when she has to trav-
el back and forth for work at 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards’ (D-Laurelton) of-
fice in Far Rockaway.

She often arrives home 
from school after 11 p.m. as 
the MTA works to repair 
damage to the track bed, 
signal, power and com-
munication systems half a 
year after the storm hit.

“I understand they 
[MTA officials] are doing 
everything they can, but 
I feel that more attention 
needs to be put on this,” 
she said during her Friday 
morning trip to class. “Ev-
ery day is a hassle.”

Brown said commuters 
had to endure frigid tem-
peratures waiting outdoors 
for the shuttle buses during 
the winter months, and on 
her trips home late in the 
evening, there would some-
times be up to a 30-minute 
delay before a Q22 would 
pull up on Mott Avenue as 

well as waits of between 10 
and 20 minutes for shuttle 
buses at the Howard Beach 
station.

“When you’re com-
ing from a long day, 9, 10 
o’clock, and you are wait-
ing right here and there 
are no shuttle buses, that’s 
the problem right there. No 
shuttle buses and there is a 
crowd of people,” she said. 
“When one actually does 
come, it’s ridiculous, over-
crowding as usual.”

She worries about her 
nighttime travel time be-
coming even longer as the 
MTA moves more shuttle 
buses to peak times and 
reduces the total number 
of runs from 94 runs to 75 
daily and by 40 percent on 
weekends, a change slated 
to go into effect last week.

Before Superstorm 
Sandy, Brown estimated 
her commute at about an 
hour from the Beach 36th 
Street stop to Chambers 

Street.
“[The A train] is the 

only train line we have in 
our community and that 
is so vital. It is our liveli-
hood,” she said.

For Oloruntoba, the 
post-Sandy commute to and 
from his job as a software 
developer for JPMorgan 
takes close to the same 
amount of time as it did six 
months ago, but the route 
now costs him nearly twice 
as much and includes an 
eight-block walk.

He leaves his house 
each morning between 6:15 
and 6:20 and drives about 3 
miles to a free lot for riders 
of the Seatreak, which be-
gan collecting passengers 
at Beach 108th Street for 
the trip to Manhattan and 
Brooklyn in November fol-
lowing the storm.

“There are tricks to 
get past the traffic and 
try to make it on time,” he 
said, while crawling along 

Beach Channel Boulevard 
last week.

The ferry, which costs 
$2 each way, travels around 
the southern tip of Brooklyn 
and docks first at Pier 11/
Wall Street, where Olorun-
toba begins his 10-minute 
walk to the No. 4 train at the 
Wall Street stop. Once on 
the train, it is about 15 to 20 
minutes to travel four stops 
to Grand Central Termi-
nal. He navigates through 
the throngs of other com-
muters at the major transit 
hub and walks another two 
blocks to his job.

“I opted to take the 
ferry even though that was 
slightly more expensive. It 
got me to work much quick-
er than the cheaper option,” 
he said.

Oloruntoba, 27, said he 
tested the commute via the 
shuttle bus to the A train 
in Howard Beach several 
times.

“The shuttle goes 

through the Five Towns 
area in Long Island to 
get to Howard Beach, and 
there is always traffic and 
congestion around this 
time,” he said. “After the 
storm, and I was back [in 
the Rockaways], my first at-
tempt was to try that route 
but that didn’t work out too 
well because it was taking 
two plus hours easily, con-
sistently.”

Normally, his morning 
travel route would be to get 
on the A train at Beach 44th 
Street in Far Rockaway 
and transfer to the No. 4 or 
5 train at Fulton Street.

In total, Oloruntoba 
estimated that trip prior 
to Superstorm Sandy to 
be between an hour and 15 
minutes and an hour and 45 
minutes, if there were de-
lays along the route.

He envisioned testing a 
different alternative before 
the A train is scheduled to 
be reinstated in June: the 
Q53 bus from Rockaway 
Park to Woodhaven Boule-
vard and Jamaica Avenue, 
where the J and Z trains 
stop.

“I should probably try 
that just to see how much 
it costs, how long it takes, 
just to weigh all of those 
to see which reduces the 
commute as much as pos-
sible without breaking the 
bank,” he said.

Reach editor Chris-
tina Santucci by e-mail at 
timesledgerphotos@gmail.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4589.

Abisoye Oloruntoba (c.) uses his phone aboard the Rockaway ferry to Manhattan. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from page 1
Far Rock

tion in City Hall.”
Richards began work-

ing in Sanders’ office 10 
years ago after Paterson 
was killed, and he pledged 
he would spend his time in 
City Hall tackling youth 
violence. He received a 
large round of applause 
when he announced he had 
created a task force to ad-
dress rowdy summertime 
house parties that concern 
his district, which cov-
ers Rosedale, Laurelton, 
Springfield Gardens and 
Far Rockaway.

City Public Advocate 

Bill de Blasio, a mayoral 
candidate, administered 
the oath of office to the 
new councilman, who in 
his speech took a swipe 
at the Brooklyn Nets and 
the negative perception of 
New York politics.

“You could have been 
anywhere tonight. You 
could have been at home 
watching the Brooklyn 
Nets get eliminated from 
the playoffs,” said Rich-
ards, an avid New York 
Knicks fan. “But you chose 
to be here with me, and for 
that I’m am truly honored 
to be in your presence.”

Several weeks after 
Huntley pleaded guilty to 
fraud, another southeast 
Queens public official was 

embroiled in scandal. This 
time it was Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis), who was 
accused of trying to use 
taxpayer dollars to bribe 
his way onto the Repub-
lican ticket in the city’s 
mayoral race.

During his campaign, 
Richards received support 
from the Council’s progres-
sive caucus, and he was 
joined Monday night by 
caucus members Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn) 
and Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) as well as 
Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), city 
Comptroller and mayoral 
candidate John Liu and 
Councilman Dan Garod-

nick (D-Manhattan).
“I can say at a time 

when the public is cyni-
cal about public officials 
that there are many who 
do walk in integrity and 
many of them are here to-
night,” Richards said.

The Nets came from 
behind Monday night to 
beat the Chicago Bulls 
110-91 and force a Game 6. 
It remains to be seen how 
many New York politi-
cians will have the public 
calling “foul.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from page 6

Richards
Continued from page 9

Pets
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 
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FREE SEMINARS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTSLEARN 

ABOUT 

THE 2013 

ESTATE TAX LAW 

CHANGES
Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 

Mistakes That Could Cost Your 
Family Everything!

Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your family home 
and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

Your family’s troubles only start with the funer-
al. Even if you think you’ve taken care of your 
family with a will or a living trust, recent legal 
activity shows your family could lose most or 
all of your estate. Our free seminar will reveal 
if your family is at risk and how to fi x the prob-
lem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat
HOWARD BEACH

Tuesday, May 7th, 2013
10:00 A.M. 

Vetro Restaurant
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

GLENDALE
Tuesday, May 7th, 2013

3:00 P.M.
Atlas Park Community Room

8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312
(Near Simply Fondue)

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday, May 8th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Douglaston Club
600 West Drive

COLLEGE POINT
Wednesday May 8th, 2013

6:30 P.M.  
Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Boulevard

BAYSIDE 
Saturday, May 11th, 2013

10:00 A.M.  
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Light Refreshments Served
Sponsored by:

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attend one of these seminars and 
receive a FREE 1-hour consultation

Seating Is Limited, Call (718) 793-7000 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com Attorney Advertising

EXCLUSIVE
BY MICHAEL DAVIDOV AND ILANA DAVIDOV

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. Even though 
you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like 
to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing. You can spare 
your family a second round of grief. Keep reading and we’ll share just 3 
critical reasons your family may be facing diffi culties.

Our names are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and we have re-
viewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. Recent legal trends 
cause us great concern. In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of 
the issues which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate court. 

In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to settle disputes, 
distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle any outstanding issues. 
Probate court is a very lengthy process and it may take several years until 
your will clears probate.

Another problem is everything about your will is in the public record 
so virtually anyone has access to every single detail of your fi nances.

Finally, your heirs don’t get their share of your estate until Uncle Sam 
and the lawyers get their share which can be very expensive. For exam-
ple, in New York, assets over 1 million may be taxed as high as 16%.

But there is a way to pass on your entire estate regardless of its size–
to your loved ones while legally avoiding probate and minimizing or 
eliminating New York and Federal Estate Taxes. We’ll show you how to 
do this at an upcoming free seminar.

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass on your 

estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take action, there may 
be nothing left for your family.

Statistics reveal you are six times more likely to become disabled be-
fore you die. The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability 
rate to double in the next decade.

Yet most people plan their wills for what will take place after their 
death. This is a serious mistake.

Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs become 
undone because of the need for long term nursing care. This year the 
national average for a nursing home stay is almost $84,000 per year, 
while the average nursing home stay in NYC is $131,000 per year. It’s 
been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go broke because 
of these long-term care costs.

Before Medicaid picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You 
may die and leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids will be tak-

en advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce or squander the estate 
with foolish fi nancial decisions. Most wills and trusts we’ve examined 

do nothing to protect against these risks.
Many wills and trusts give your assets outright to your heirs when 

you and your spouse are gone. This is a huge mistake. If one of your 
goals in establishing a trust was to protect your family, your work may 
have been in vain. 

There are three principal issues of concern with regard to protecting 
your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford to ignore 

another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing spouse can walk 
away with 50% of your assets if things are not properly handled. You 
worked your entire life to build up a nest egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a size-
able chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting individual 

members from their own irresponsible behavior. Perhaps there is a 
young person in your family who has not fully matured yet and may 
take the money you saved and squander it in one afternoon. There are 
simple ways around this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs and this child 

inherits wealth from your estate–all of the government benefi ts will 
stop immediately. Your gift may cause them a double problem–fi rst the 
loss of services, and then when their money rapidly runs out, the in-
ability to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll show 
you how you can look after your special needs family member even 
after you are gone.

Free Seminar reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve earned 

goes to your loved ones without going through probate you owe it 
to yourself to attend our upcoming Free Legacy Wealth Planning 
Seminar.

At this seminar, we’ll highlight some of the most common risks 
you’ll want to consider and show you how to protect yourself and 
your family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join me at an upcoming Legacy Wealth 

Planning presentation. In this seminar, you’ll fi nd out what a “bare-
bones” estate plan is and how dangerous it can be for your family.

The most common remark we hear after these seminars is that most 
people are amazed at how exposed their family was. Some people might 
even be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of these 
issues.

The good news is that it’s not too late to fi x the problem and get the 
real peace of mind you deserve. ©AAEPA
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Already indicted on 

federal corruption charg-
es, City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
announced Wednesday he 
would not seek a second 
term in the wake of new 
allegations that he had af-
fairs with both a former 
intern and former deputy 
chief of staff .

Although an initial 
hearing was deferred 
Wednesday, Halloran will 
be the subject of a Council 
Standards and Ethics Com-
mittee investigation over 
whether the alleged affairs 
violated Council rules for 
disorderly behavior, the 
meeting agenda said.

The New York Post 
reported Monday that Hal-
loran, now separated from 
his wife Cynthia, had been 
seen around town with 
23-year-old John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice 
student Denise Batista, a 

former unpaid intern. The 
councilman’s small, tight-
knit staff was aware of the 
relationship before Batista 
ultimately resigned from 
Halloran’s office, a source 
said.

Halloran had already 
had a previous office fling 
with former Deputy Chief 
of Staff Meaghan Mapes, 
who was seen at various 
events with the council-
man and at one point listed 
as in a relationship with 
him on the Internet, the 
Post said. Mapes had been 
long gone from Halloran’s 
office by the time Batista 
arrived, according to the 
newspaper.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
said the Standards and Eth-
ics Committee would ques-
tion Halloran’s current and 
past staff members in the 
ethics probe, which could 
ultimately result in his re-
moval from office after he 
was stripped of all assign-

ments. 
“Let me be clear.  If 

these new allegations 
against Council member 
Halloran are true, we will 
throw the book at him,” 

Quinn said at a news con-
ference in Throggs Neck 
Monday. “We have zero tol-
erance for sexual harass-
ment.”

Late last week the 

Queens Republican Party 
announced it would back 
Dennis Saffran, a Repub-
lican challenger, for Hal-
loran’s seat rather than the 
beleaguered councilman.

“This is a district we 
think we can hold and we 
want to put forward the best 
possible candidate,” said 
Robert Hornak, executive 
director of the Queens GOP. 
“We have to run competi-
tive races up and down the 
ticket and hopefully that is 
what we have found.”

Two days after the af-
fair allegations became 
public in the Post, Hal-
loran released a statement 
announcing he would not 
seek re-election so he could 
spend time fighting federal 
charges of bribery and cor-
ruption.

“Regrettably, I must 
now focus my attention 
on clearing my name and 
restoring my reputation, 
while I continue to dis-
charge my sworn duties as 

a member of the New York 
City Council,” Halloran 
said. “After much thought, 
I have concluded that it is 
impossible for me to proper-
ly do these things and take 
on the enormous demands 
of a political campaign, so 
I will not pursue another 
term in the Council.”

A grand jury indict-
ment accused Halloran and 
four other lawmakers of 
using bribery and fraud to 
procure state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) a spot on 
the GOP line for the upcom-
ing mayoral election.

Halloran and Smith 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges in federal court 
in White Plains last week 
along with Queens Repub-
lican Party Vice Chair-
man Vince Tabone, former 
Bronx Republican Chair-
man Joseph Savino, Spring 
Valley Mayor Noramie Jas-
min and Deputy Mayor Jo-
seph Desmaret.

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A number of brawny 

men and women turned 
out at Cheap Shots Sports 
Bar in Kew Gardens Hills 
to compete in the city’s pre-
miere arm wrestling cham-
pionships Saturday, many 
of them seeking the thrill 
of besting an opponent us-
ing nothing but sheer will 
— and upper body strength, 
of course.

“It’s one man against 
one man,” said competitor 
Anthony Loria from Long 
Island who trains in the bor-
ough. “It’s a healthy hobby: 
no steroids required.”

The Big Apple Grap-
ple International Arm 
Wrestling Championship 
brought together pros and 
beginners alike to the bar, 
at 149-05 Union Turnpike, 
where the mood during the 
several-hour event was spir-

ited, with beer-swilling on-
lookers cheering on sweat-
drenched competitors.

Some of the matches 
were over almost as quickly 
as they began, with the win-
ners seemingly effortlessly 
forcing their opponents’ 
knuckles to the wooden 
table top. Others stretched 
on, neither arm budging 
while muscles trembled 
and veins bulged.

In the later of these 
scenarios, the emcee would 
shout, “Unbelievable!”

Lasha Krikheli, of Rego 
Park, was a right-handed 
amateur competitor in the 
176-pound  weight class. He 
said the championship was 
his first time competing af-
ter years of arm wrestling 
with friends for fun.

“It’s always been a 
hobby,” he said. “It’s a good 
way to release stress.”

He added that he loved 

the sportsmanship of the 
game and that a match 
could be settled quickly, 
unlike in other sports.

He said he learned 
about the competition only 

two weeks ago and decided 
to sign up.

“I figured why not give 
it a shot,” he said. “I think 
it’s pretty exciting.”

He ended up taking the 

third-place prize in his cat-
egory.

Several other people 
from the borough also took 
home prizes in a champion-
ship that drew competitors 
from as far away as Ukraine 
and Hungary.

Patrick Baffa, of Whit-
estone, and Jason Vale, of 
Queens Village, took home 
second place prizes in right-
handed pro divisions.

The top three prize-
winners in the 199-pound , 
left-hand pro division were 
also all from Queens. Mike 
Selearis, of Elmhurst, took 
first place; James Sisman-
glou, of Astoria, took sec-
ond; and Chris Tsintavis, of 
Bayside, took third.

Selearis also won the 
Left Hand Overall MVP 
Award for the best left-
handed competitor across 
all divisions.

In a particularly heat-

ed moment, he also decided 
to take on the NYC King 
of Arms Right Hand MVP 
winner, Mike Ayello, of 
Deer Park, L.I.

“We’ve got a tense 
match here,” the emcee 
said, as Selearis and Ayel-
lo were having difficulty 
wrenching their hands into 
position and Selearis con-
tinued to move his elbow 
off the table.

Eventually, Selearis 
forced Ayello’s hands onto 
the table, then pumped his 
fist in supposed victory.

“Yeah!” he yelled.
But the refs ultimately 

determined that his elbow 
was off the table and Ayello 
kept the right-handed over-
all title.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Arm wrestlers vie for the prize at Big Apple Grapple
International championship brings together pros and amateurs at Flushing’s Cheap Shot Sports Bar

Rego Park’s Lasha Krikheli (c.) appears determined to beat his op-
ponent. See more photos on Page 13. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Dan Halloran (r.) and Meaghan Mapes on Election 
Night in 2009. Photo by Christina Santucci

Halloran will not seek re-election
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

BY RICH BOCKMANN

To address overcrowd-
ing in western Queens, the 
city Department of Educa-
tion opened PS 307 in Co-
rona in 2008, but it soon 
became evident more was 
needed.

“Even when we had 
the capital dollars and 
we built PS 307 across the 
street, it became over-
crowded immediately,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said at a 
meeting last week at the 
Langston Hughes Library 
in Corona. “If we don’t 
fund to have a seat for ev-
ery child, we’re just play-
ing musical chairs.”

Last Thursday, a task 
force made up of educa-
tors, parents and commu-
nity members convened 
by City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) met for the first 
time to start laying the 
seeds for a plan to tackle 
overcrowding in two west-
ern Queens school dis-

tricts.
Districts 24 and 30 

are some of the most over-
crowded in the city. They 
have been that way for 
years and will continue 
to be for the foreseeable 
future.

District 24 stretches 
across a large swath of the 
borough, covering neigh-
borhoods such as Corona 
in the north and Middle 
Village, Maspeth and 
Ridgewood in the south. 
The district currently has 
an excess of 6,899 students, 
according to the Jackson 
Heights-based community-
advocacy group  Make the 
Road New York. The DOE 
only plans to create 5,055 
new seats through con-
struction projects planned 
through 2018, leaving a 
need for about 8,700 seats 
when accounting for popu-
lation growth, according 
to Make the Road.

To its northwest, 
District 30 includes Asto-
ria, Long Island City and 
Steinway. Plans for 3,717 

new seats will still leave 
about 23 percent of the cur-
rent demand for 4,819  seats 
unmet, though Make the 
Road calculates a decrease 
in population will leave 
the district with an excess 

of more than 1,000 seats by 
2018.

But the numbers alone 
do not tell the whole story.

Genie Calibar, the 
principal of PS 19, said she 
has 500 children in trailers 

— called transportables in 
edu-speak — outside the 
school’s main building. 
She said the students have 
to move between the trail-
ers and the main building, 
rain or shine, every day.

“By now they’re re-
ally overdue, overdone,” 
she said.

Ferreras, who attend-
ed PS 19 as a child, said the 
task force would improve 
communication between 
schools and parents and 
work to get the community 
on the same page when it 
comes to overcrowding.

One problem, she 
said, was a huge amount of 
push-back at community 
board meetings when a 
new school is proposed.

“You would be 
amazed ... in these meet-
ings you hear all kinds of 
reasons why we don’t need 
a school,” she said.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott called 
the task force a “one-stop 
shopping” opportunity for 
the community and the de-

partment to come together, 
and addressed some of the 
issues brought up by com-
munity members.

When asked why 
the DOE could not build 
schools where trailers are 
currently used, Walcott 
said in a severely over-
crowded district it is hard 
to find a place to put the 
students during construc-
tion.

He also responded to 
concerns that the DOE is 
not open about the pro-
cess.

“We believe in trans-
parency, but at some point 
we have to go a little dark,” 
he said. “In negotiations 
you have to be strategic 
about the way you negoti-
ate.”

The next task force 
meeting will be scheduled 
near the end of May.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott talks with members of City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras’ task force on overcrowding in 
western Queens. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Task force tackles overcrowding in Districts 24, 30
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WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

 www.okgjewelry.com

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
While You Wait.
Viewing Permitted

!

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 5.31.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 5.31.13

Silver, Gold 
& Platinum 

Jewelry 
Repair on the 

Premises
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Marine veteran is 
suing the city, claiming 
officers from Jamaica’s 
103rd Precinct kicked and 
beat him so hard when 
he stopped by the station 
house in January that his 
vision is impaired and he 
is suffering a recurrence 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

Florida resident 
Dwight Edwards, 35, said 
officers from the 103rd 
allegedly tackled him to 
the ground and beat him 
up when he went to pick 
up his friend’s belongings 
and is accusing the NYPD 
of covering up the alleged 
attack, according to a com-
plaint filed last week in 
Brooklyn federal court.

He is seeking compen-
satory and punitive dam-
ages as well as attorneys’ 
fees.

Edwards, who was 
honorably discharged in 
2002 after serving four 
years in the corps, includ-
ing a tour in Afghanistan, 
was visiting friends and 
family in Queens for the 
holidays in early January.

He and his girlfriend 
were in a car with an-
other friend around 2:45 
p.m. Jan. 2  when the man 
stepped out of the car and 
“chose to relieve himself 
in public,” according to 
the complaint.

Unfortunately, Ed-
wards’ friend got the urge 
just when an officer from 
the 103rd was on his way 
out of a nearby police sup-
ply store.

When the man could 
not provide proper iden-
tification, he was taken 
into custody and Edwards 
was told he could pick 
his friend’s things up at 
the precinct, but when he 
showed up and asked to 
speak with a supervisor in 
charge, an unidentified of-

ficer told Edwards “there’s 
no one f---ing in charge” 
and yelled “get the f--k out 
of my precinct,” according 
to the complaint.

Edwards, who the 
complaint points out is 
black, then muttered to 
himself “there’s no law 
here” before two white of-
ficers allegedly grabbed 
him from behind, tackled 
him to the ground and 
punched him below the 
ribs repeatedly.

A spokeswoman for 

the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said Edwards’ 
claim was under investi-
gation.

His lawyer claims Ed-
wards did not fight back 
and after escaping from 
the precinct he went to the 
Veterans Affairs hospital 
in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, 
where he was treated for 
a facial fracture under 
his right eye and a broken 
blood vessel.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Newly elected City 
Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) re-
called the death of a young 
friend that led him to poli-
tics during his community 
inauguration earlier this 
week and pledged to be the 
voice of a new generation 
in city government.

“Tonight I’m remind-
ed of my teenage years, 
nearly failing out of high 
school,” Richards said in 
the atrium at York College 
Monday evening. “Tonight 
I’m reminded of my friend 
Darnell Paterson, who 
was fatally gunned down 
in front of his home 10 
years ago. Tonight I’m re-
minded of a state senator, 
James Sanders, who took 
a chance on me — a young 
man I was from southeast 

Queens with no experi-
ence in politics. He took 
me under his wings.”

By a margin of 80 
votes, Richards won a 
hotly contested special 
election in February to 
replace Sanders, who won 
his seat in Albany after 
former Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley was charged with cov-
ering up the embezzlement 
of taxpayer dollars from a 
nonprofit she had ties to.

“I knew when I threw 
my hat in there would be 
those who would say, ‘He’s 
too young,’ although I had 
10 years of experience,” 
said the 30-year-old coun-
cilman, who credited his 
election victory to the sup-
port of “those young peo-
ple [who] decided to roll up 
their sleeves to ensure this 
generation has representa-

Public Advocate Bill de Blasio (r.) swears in newly elected 
Councilman Donovan Richards during a ceremony at York College. 

Photo by  Rich Bockmann

Dwight Edwards claims he was attacked by officers from Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct in January when 
he went to the station house to pick up his friend’s belongings. Photo courtesy Joel Berger

Richards takes oath 
at York swearing-in

Suit claims police brutality
Former Marine says offi cer from Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct beat him
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Isaac Sasson announces 
City Council candidacy

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Isaac Sasson, a Lottery 
winner and retired cancer 
researcher from Flushing 
who has previously set his 
eye on public office, offi-
cially announced he is run-
ning for City Council.

Sasson made the an-
nouncement at his cam-
paign headquarters, at 
141-24 Jewel Ave. in Kew 
Gardens Hills Sunday, 
joined by fixtures in the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
including former Council-
man Morton Povman and 
former congressional can-
didate Jeff Gottlieb, as well 
as several area rabbis.

Sasson is running for 
the 24th District, which 
covers Fresh Meadows, 
Jamaica Estates, 
Kew Gardens 
and other neigh-
borhoods and is 
currently held by 
Councilman James Genn-
aro (D-Fresh Meadows). 
Gennaro is being term-lim-
ited out of office at the end 
of this year. Former state 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man and Briarwood com-
munity activist Andrea 
Veras are also vying for 
the seat along Democratic 
party lines. 

Many of those who 
spoke out in support of Sas-
son’s candidacy said they 
favored him because he is 
not a career politician, and 

Sasson pledged to keep his 
priorities with the people.

“I want to do what’s 
good for the community,” 
Sasson told TimesLedger 

Newspapers.
Sasson told a 

crowd gathered at 
his headquarters 
that his campaign 

would be funded by his own 
fortune, he would not ac-
cept outside money and, if 
he won, he would donate all 
his salary to a charity that 
helps the local community.

He also spoke to 
TimesLedger about his 
platform, saying he want-
ed to stop the reduction 
of police officers and add 
more cops to the force. He 
also said he wanted to help 
small businesses by provid-
ing tax breaks and easing 
regulations.

“Where is the money 
going?” he said, railing 
against the large city bud-
get. “We’ve got to get a han-
dle on all this.”

Povman said he sup-
ported Sasson because he 
thinks the district needs 
a new way of looking at 
things.

“He understands peo-
ple, he understands their 
problems,” he said.

Povman said although 
he is supporting Sasson, 
he thought the field of can-
didates for District 24 was 
strong, putting voters in a 
good position.

Sasson’s current bid 
is not his first brush with 
campaigning. He previ-
ously ran for Council in 
2003 and 2009 and for state 
Senate in 2010, but he was 
defeated in each race.

Isaac Sasson (l.) is running for City Council with the support of 
former Councilman Morty Povman. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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BY PHIL CORSO

The launching of a 
new pre-med program has 
helped lift Martin Van 
Buren High School onto a 
steady path to recovery, ad-
ministrators said.

First-year Principal 
Sam Sochet teamed up 
with North Shore-LIJ to 
establish the medical in-
ternships one year after 
lawmakers said public out-
cry and bad grades bruised 
the Queens Village school’s 
reputation.

Sochet made the proj-
ect official Friday when he 
signed a contract with the 
hospital in New Hyde Park, 
ushering in the first of four 
programs.

“We have one of the 
largest employers right 
here, miles away from the 
high school,” Sochet said 
outside the Katz Women’s 
Hospital building. “To have 

something like this avail-
able to our students — I’m 
almost pinching myself.”

Lawmakers joined 
with concerned parents 
last year to call on the city’s 
Department of Education 
to remove former Princi-
pal Marilyn Shevell after a 
series of poor progress re-
ports. Sochet signed on as 
the school’s new principal 
in July and his leadership 
has been under close watch 
with positive reviews.

“Martin Van Buren 
has historically been a 
wonderful high school and 
we have put our efforts in 
to help turn it around,” said 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
one of three elected officials 
on hand for the contract’s 
signing. “They have made 
amazing strides in the past 
year and this is a vital step 
in becoming a destination 
once again.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) helped lead the 
push for new leadership at 
the school in 2012 and said 
he was glad to see Sochet 
reaching out to the commu-
nity for more neighborhood 

programming.
“These new programs 

are the product of a tremen-
dous collaboration,” Avella 
said. “I believe they will 
help return the school to its 
preeminence.”

The pre-med program 
hopefully will be a big draw 
to attract more area stu-
dents to attend Martin Van 
Buren, state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said.

“We want kids to go lo-
cal,” he said. “And we can 
do that if we have quality 
programs coming out of a 
quality local school.”

Borough leaders 
helped play matchmaker 
between Martin Van Bu-
ren and North Shore-LIJ so 
the school’s new leadership 
could diversify its program-
ming. Under the new in-
ternship, North Shore-LIJ 
staff will open its doors to 
accepted pre-med students 
to conduct clinical research 
and receive hands-on expe-
rience. Sochet said students 
will be selected through a 
screening process based on 
demand.

Martin Van Buren 

senior Foysal Daian will 
graduate in June and at-
tend Columbia University 
as a bio-chem major, but 
said he was still excited to 
see the new opportunity for 
his classmates with similar 
ambitions.

“This should be a great 
opportunity for students to 
explore their skills and re-
search,” Daian said. “Our 
new principal has been 
great with the students and 
I’m glad to see him give us 
a chance to learn how the 
medical field works.”

Sochet said the school 
was also finalizing plans 
for three more internship 
programs, including engi-
neering, pre-law forensics 
and computer technology.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Martin Van Buren High School Principal Sam Sochet (second from 
r.) signs a contract with North Shore-LIJ, making a new pre-med 
program official. Photo by Phil Corso

Martin Van Buren principal launches pre-med program
Queens Village high school seeks to revamp reputation by offering North Shore-LIJ internships
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71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718.821.8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

1st Course

Roasted Shrimp and Lobster Bisque 
w/ sherry & cream

Tossed Field Greens
balsamic roasted endive, herbed 
goat cheese & toasted asiago chips

Grilled Chicken and Chive Bruschetta
with fire roasted peppers, 
sundried tomato pesto & fontina

Edison Place Crab Cakes
w/ savoy cabbage slaw & remoulade

Pan Roasted Duck Breast
w/ orange grand marnier glaze & dried cranberry sauce

Petite Filet of Beef Wellington
served w/ mushroom duxelles & shiraz demi glaze

Seafood Stuffed Colossal Shrimp
w/ lemon garlic and rice pilaf

Entrees will be served with chef’s choice of potato & vegetable

2nd Course

3rd Course

Herb and Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb
w/ mint au jus
Pan Seared Pork Medallions
w/ exotic mushrooms 
& sweet and sour braised cabbage

Brownie a la Mode

Strawberry Drizzled NY Cheesecake

Coffee and Tea will accompany Dessert

auce

SPEND Mother’s Day AT EDISON PLACE

Drink & Food specials all weekend long.
Enjoy our specialty drinks at the bar.

Your home for NY Playoff Sports
Catch every Knicks, Rangers and Islanders game here!

$3 Bud, Bud Light and Edison Place Dark Pints during the games.

Thank you 
for dinning with us!

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Their slogan is “One 
Pet at a Time,” and six 
months after Superstorm 
Sandy, a grassroots social 
media group is still work-
ing to reunite lost animals 
with their owners and find 
homes for displaced dogs 
and cats from the Rock-
aways and beyond.

Trish Lane, one of 
 Hurricane Sandy Pets Lost 
& Found ’s administrators, 
estimated that about 15 to 
20 animals still need to be 
adopted. Some of the pets’ 
owners have been located 
but could not or did not 
want the animals back, 
while others’ families were 
never found.

Dixie Louviere, the 
Facebook group’s creator, 
said she started the page 
because she witnessed the 

effects of Hurricane Ka-
trina on four-legged crea-
tures in her home state of 
Louisiana.

“When you have a 
storm like that, there are 
so many things that could 
happen,” she said. “The 
windows could blow open, 
the door could blow open, 
your pet could get out.”

With many shelters 
throughout the country 
filled to capacity, Louviere 
wanted to highlight the 

stories of pets displaced by 
Sandy.

 Floyd , a young male 
pitbull mix, was spotted 
with a broken leash and 
collar in Far Rockaway, 
and an online poster for the 
pup said he was swimming 
in the water and trying 
not to drown in November. 
Floyd’s family had evacuat-
ed to Connecticut, leaving 
him behind, and the dog is 
currently up for adoption 

Animals Floyd (l.) and Mr. O’Malley (c.) are up for adop-
tion after they were found in the Rockaways following 
Superstorm Sandy, and Tuna’s owners had to give her up be-
cause the housing they were given does not allow pets. 

Group seeks homes 
for pets lost in Sandy

Continued on Page 14


